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INTRODUCTI ON

The American Jewlsh Congress presents herewlth a saries of
cablegrams, letters and reporis received from the World Jewlsh Congresa
in the weeks which have ensued since the outbresk of the war, In the
pages which follow, the World Jewlsh Congress discloses how thriough the
connectlon which it establisghed with various governments and its affil.
lations with Jewish populations of various countries since its founda-
tion three years ago, it has been enabled to organize, with gdispatch
and efficlency, important activities during the present pefiod‘ot‘
great emergency.

The work of the World Jowish Congress has consisted, during
these weeks, of organizing the first relief action for refugees through
the war area, and the lgying of the foundations for work of a mors en-
during character, looking towanrd the eventual restoration of rights of
Jews in Burope, It has also initiated the action which will enable
thousands of German Jewish refugees in England and Frande, interned as
enemy aliens, to be released for immigration and, where this is not
possible, for useful services in the present lands of refuge.

Since the preparation of these reports, the World Jewish Con-
gress has been able to report progress in the direetlon of the activi-
ties inltlated. What is related in thesc pages is but the bozinning of
a great action for the relief and rehabilitation of refugees in the war
zone, and the zreat offort of assuring to Jews once again those human
and equal rights which are currently being denied them. ‘

In all 1ts activities the World Jewish Congress i1s depondent

upon the support of the Americon Jewish Congress amd, through it, of

the Jews of America.



CABLEGRAM

GENEVA
SEPTEMBER 27, 1939

CONGRESS WISE NEWYORK

COMMITTEE FOR ORGANIZING RELIEF WORK FOR WAR STRICKEN JTWISH POPU-
LATION IN POLAND FORMED CONNECTION WITH WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS IN
GENEVA. TASK OF COMMITTEE OF WHICHE NAHUM GOLDMANN, PROFESSCR
GUQGENHEIM, DR. SILBERSCHEIN, AND OTHERS ART MTMBERS. IS TO CREATE
CENTIR FOR ORGANIZING SOCIAL PHILANTHROPIC nELIEF FOR POLISH JEWISH
REFUGEES AND JEWS STILL IN PCLAND. COMMITTEE GR'-':'ATED WITH CONSENT
OF GOVERNMENTS CQVCERNED, BRANCH COMMITTEES IN BORDERING COUNTRIES:
HUNGARY, RUMANIA, LITHUANIA, LATVIA, WHICH SENT REPRESENTATIVES TO
PLACES WHERE REFUGFES ARE STAYING. AT FIRST REPRISENTATIVES WILL
REGISTER JEWISH REFUGEES AND SECURE INFORMATION NECESSARY FOR (R~
GANIZING APPROPRIATE RELIEF WORK. CQMMITTEE, WHICH WCRKS IN AGREE-
MENT WITH INTERNATICNAL RSD CROSS COMMITTER, AIMS AT ESTABLI BHING
FRAMEWORK FOR COLLABCRATION OF ALL INTERESTED IZNISH RELIEF ORGAN-
TIZATIONS, WITH VIEW OF ASSURING COORDINATED EFFICIENT RELIEF WORK

FOR POLISH JEWRY.
WORLD JEWNISH CONGRESS

L) . » * »

CABLEGRAM

GENEVA
SEPTEMBER 23, 1939
CONGRESS WISE NEWYCRX

BAD NEWS FROM GERMAN OGCUPIED TERRITORIES POLAND ARE TRYING VERIFY



DETATLED FACTS STOP IN RUSSIAN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES NO PREJUDICIAL
PRACTICE XKNOWN STOP ROSEMARIAN SCHAARZBART S8ZERESZOWSKI SAFE RUMANIA
STOP IN RUMANIA DIFFICULTIES BY BRITISH AUTHORITIES FCR POLISH REF-
UGEES EVEN PROCESSING PALESTINE VISA TO LEAVE FOR PALESTINE STOP
SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY FOR WORLDCONGRESS START ORGANIZATIONAL FRAME-
WORK FOR LARGE "TFUGET HELP INDEPTNDENT FROM LATER WORK THROUGH
CHARITY ORGANIZATIONS STOP NEED MTNEY FOR THAT.

WORLDCONGRE 88

GENEVA
OCTOBER 2, 1939

CINGRESS #IBT NEWYCURK
RZGARD ESSENTIAL CONVOCATION LARGEZ AMERICAN NATIONAL CONFEIRENCE
FOR CREATING EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FCR JERISH VICTIMS WAR STUP WORLD
CONGRESS COULD SEND OVER DELEGATION SUCH CONFERENCE AND FURTHER
rORK CONSISTING PERLZWEIG SEJU DEPUTY SCHAARZBART AND TARTAKOWER
ALREADY EN ROUTE NZWYORK CABLE YUUR OPINION STOP REQUIRE IMMED-
TATELY BALANCE REGULAR CONTRIBUTION AND 2000 SPECIAL WORK OUR OB-
SERVERS AND DELEGATES NEIGHBCORING COUNTRIES PULAND.

| - GOLDMANN

CABLEGRAM
RIGA
CONGRESS WISE NEWYORK OCTOBER 9, 1939

BEING SXSCUTIVE MEMBER AND CITIZEN OF NTUTRAL STATE GOLDMAN #ANTS



ME VISIT OCCUPISD POLISH TRRRITCRIES CIOSE OURS IN CONNECTION WITH
QUR JEWISH AID WORK §T0P SHALL APPLY PERMISSION RUSSIAN GERMAN LE-
GATIONS HERE STOP NEED OQFFICIAL AUTHORIZATION BY AMERICAN EXECU-
TIVE ALSO YOUR DIRECT INTTRCESSION WITH CCRRESPUNDING AMBASSADORS
IN USA CABLE REPLY.

MARKUS NUROCK



4 REPORT OF THW WORK INITIATED BY
THE WORLD JEWISH CONGHESS

FOR RYLIEF OF POLISH JSWISH AR VICTIMS

Geneva,
October 11, 1939

We beg to inform you that the Organization Department of the
World Jewlsh Congress has been transferred to Geneva in order to fac-
1litate the maintenance of contacts with affiliated national commit-
tees in the varlous countries. The Organization Department and the
Legal and Political Department of the World Jewish Congress are now
both located in Geneva; our London and Paris offices are being main-
tained, but on a reduced scale.

Ald to Polish Jews

Towards the end of Septcmber 1939 a committee was set up at
the World Jewish Congress for organizing relief work for the Jewiah
population of Poland which has been affected by conditions arising
out of the war. The task of this Committee is to crsate a centre
for organizing social and philanthropic action to assist Jewlsh ref-
ugees from Poland a8 well gg the Jewish population that has remained
in that country. The Committee works in agreement with the Inter.
national Red Cross in Geneva and hopes to create a general framework
for the joint efforts of all relief agencies concerned with these
problems with a view to organizing integrated and efficient action
for the relief of ths Jews of Poland.

Cn the suggestion of the Central Committee in Geneva, branch

comnd t{ees were esgtablished in the countries bordering on Poland, and



theso cormittees have met with the approval of the Governmenis of the
various countries concerned. At preﬁent such committees are actually
at work in Bungary, Roumania, and Latvia, while in lithuania a com-
mittee is in process of formation. The branch committees send dele-
gates to the places where Jews from Poland have taken refuge and make
a census of rafugees preparatory to the organization of offéctiive ass-
istance. The Central Committes in Geneva has already received from
its branches lists of hundreds of names of individual Jewlsh refugoes
from Poland, For these we endeavor to establish contacts with their
relatives settled in other countries. On the ether hand, we recelve
a great npumber of onguiries from ﬁarious countries as to the where-
abouts of Jews from Poland. Je shall be glad to coffer this kind of
informatio; service to members of your committce. For the time being
we have not succeeded in establishing contact with the occupied area
of Poland, but we are continuing owr efforts in that direction.

Dr. A. 8ilberschein (formerly of Lwow and now in Geneva), an
authority on Polish-Jowish problems, has put himself at the dlisposal
of the Geneva Central Cogmittes.

According to information received from our branch committees,
about 3,000 Jewish civiliens have fled from Foland to Roumania; only
comparatively few civilians have taken refuge in Hungary, Latvia and
Lithuania. The great bulk of refugees in the three latter countries
are members of the Polish army and are interned in special camps set
u% by the authorities of the countries concerned. The parcentage of

Jews amcng interned Polish troops is about ten per cent in every case.



The Jewigh communities of Roumania, Hungary, Latvia and Lith-
uania have generously borne the cost of these preliminary relief  ac-
tivities. But it is impossible for them alone to assume the whole
financial responsibility for relief work proper -- housing, food,
clothes, traveling to further places, etc. Ws therefore urgently ap=
peal to all national committees and organizations affilimted to owr
Congress to do all they can in support of the Committee for Relief of
the Jewish Population of Poland affected by the War, and more espec
ially to send definite contributions for this purpose, which we will
forward to our branch cormittecs according to the needs of the mo-
ment. We likewise request our national committees in overscas coun-
tries to take all necessary steps to propare the way for the immi.
gration of Polish-Jewish refugees, either by commending to the au-
thoritics concerned the requests of relatives of refugees who arc
already established in the country, or by creating poasibilities for
the immigration of persons belonging to certasin economic branchos,
such as agriculture, handicrafts, etc. Any information on these
polints should be addressed to the Central Committes in Geneva, and

any contributions in cash to the account of the Congres Juif Mondial,

Special Relief Work Account, at Messrs. Bordier and Co., Bankers,
Geneva, Switzerland. %ven in the case of countries where the trans-
fer of money is subject to restrictions, payments in favor of owr re-
lef activities should be permitted under present circumstances and
if due explonation is given.

We shall keep you informed of the development of the further

activities of our Relief Committee,



WITH THE FIRST REFUGEES FROM FOLAND

A REPORT BY DR. MARCUS KRAEMER

SPECIAL .-REPRESENTATIVE OF THE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS IN ROUMANIA

Qernauti
September 2%, 1938

In accerdance with your instructions, I came an September
17, 1839 to Vijnit fq which a great influx of refugees orossed over
the frontier Bridge of Kuty. There we met Dr. Schwarzbart. We were
informed that Dr. Fosmarin had arrived by way of Zalsciki, and sent
for him. But he ceme directly by some sther route.

In September 1€ the Jewish cemmunity at our instance celled
together about 50 importent men and ﬁomen, and I presented to this
meeting my statement regarding the necessity for and the tasks of a
relief cemmittes set up by the Jewisk ocommunity of Cernauti for
P2lish refugeés, which was nccepted as & basis, There was imme-
diately collected at this sessien the sum cf over 200,000 lei
($1500) which wes doubled the next day, and more money was collec-
ted later. Subsequent days were full of mctivity. We succeeded
in arranging gratis for thé maintenance cf about 600 persons in
the homes ef local Jews. Although only some 600 persons oould be
registered, abeut 800 must have rassed thraughk the hands of the
comnittee, and this is the nuﬁbef of those who were previded with
articles ef cl;thing, linen, etc., 28 & contributien of the Jewish
community. A number ef persens were fed in restaurants, Every
refugee whavapplied for it received & sum of‘mpney a8 high as

6,000 Jei. This was spent on travelling, gasoline fer private
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autos, expenses connected with official negotiatiens, etc, The
comnittee alsa provided vehicles passing through and tran;pnrting
refugees from the frontier into the interior with necessitiés. At
sur suggestion, this was likewise done by the Jews of Succava and
ether places., On the 23rd of Soptember, the day of Yom Kippur,
the police suddenly began srresting the refugees, and even entered
the large synagogue in order te get them, I devoted the entire
day tegother with the chairman eof the committeo to negotiations
and we succeeded in obtaining pérmission to arrange in ocur own
way for the trznspertation of refugecs on the 24th. We sent about
15C persons with an esoert in about 50 mautmmeobiles to Bacau, the
others by speqial train with an escort to Roman, Bascau, Botasani,
and Iasi., They were net permitted to alight but were direccted t;
the village of Frumusien from which they wore sent yesterday to Iasi,
Sinco there was no certainty as to the recception ef the ref-
ugoes anywhere, we scnt a roprescentative to Bucharest, who suceceded
in eentralizing this work. 4s in Cernauti, a committoc was sct up
by the Bueharost committce with the inclusien ef a representative
of the committce cstablished by Mr. Gutnik.' This committoe will
handle all the ncocssary ncgftiations with the government., On
Osteber 1, I attendod together with Dr. Gruenberg, chairman oft the
Bucharest committec, & wmocting of the local committee fer thé pur-
pose of organizing a contral committoo which would divide the work
botween Bucharest and Cernauti, end enlist the cqoperation of all

other communities, I shall bring yoeur instructicns te their atten-

tien in Bucharest as I have done in Cernauti, and will place myself

- 8 -



at their disposal in your name. In the meantime a therough-
going registration will be oarricd out on the spet and this will

scrve a5 a basis for futurc nativity,



A REPORT OF TELEFHONE CONVERSATICNS BETWEEN

THE JORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
AND TT8 REPRESENTATIVES IN
LITHUANTA, TATUTA AND YUGOSLAVIA

Joneva
Beptember 21 & 22 1939

On September 21 we establighed telephonic communication with
our friends in lithuania, Latvia and Yugoslavia. Te were wnable ta
rench Cernauti. (Roumanin) on that day. The purpcse of our cnlls was
to instruct our friends in the countrics bordering Poland into which
Jerish refugeos were streaming to collect the information which was
essential for the organization of our relief work. For this purpose
we sent on Septembor 21 to our friends in Latvia, Lithuania, Roumania,
Yugoslavia nnd Hungary extensive letters nnd a questionnnire. The
most important parts of this guostionnaire were communicated to all
our friends over the telephone as follows:

Ask the following qucstions of as many Jewlsh refugees from
Poland as posgible.

a) From what place do you come?

b) What is the situation of Jews in the occupied areas?

¢} Are Jewish organizaticns, comzunitios, inetitutions, coop-

eratives, otc. functioning in Poland?

d] Where have the leading Jewish porsonalities remnined or

with which organizntions or persons can one estnblisﬁ COfi
tact in Poland?

©) %hat {s the situation in the occupled areas with regard to:
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1) The focd suoply
2} The issuance of Laws and decrees?

f) How many Poligh Jews have already arrived in the given

country?

g) Where and how are these refugees being maintained?

In addition an urgent request was made to collect nomes and
addresses of refugees from Po}and and of Jews who remalned in the
country and on whose bohalf w; may be able to establish contact with
relatives or friends living ubroad5

l. GConvereatisn with 8. Spitzer, Belgrad, September 21, 1939.

As General Secretary of the Federation of Yugoslavian Jewish
communities, Mr. Spitzer was roguested to aid us in the organization
of our relief work. The questione given above were placed before him.
He declared himself rcady to help us. He was further requeeted to at-
tempt to reach Dr. Kraemor at Ccrnauti and, 1if poesible, to go there
himself or stnd someono., Mr. Spiltzer promised his help in the widest
degrec possible. He said that no rcfugees had yet arrived in Yugo-
slavia.

2+ GConversation with Mr. Garfunkelis at Kaunas on September 2l. 1939,

Aftor being informed of the purpose of the call and taking
note of the questions given above, Mr. Garfunkelis stated that the
Poligh soldlers who had crossed into Lithuania had been interned. He
knew only that on that day fifteen Jews had arrived. These were mem-
bers of the Central Cormittec of the Bund, who had left Warsaw two
weeks earlier.

He promised to zot im touch with our friends in Kaunas angd to
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have the refugees fill out our guestionnaire. Hec complained that there
could be no conmunication with London. He suggcsted establishing an
office in one of the Scandinavian countries.

3. Conversation with Dr. M. Nurock, Riga, Scptember 21, '1939.

Dr. Nurock stated that only a few Jewlsh refugees from Poland
had arrived in Latvia. This he had learned only from the newspapers.
He placed himself at our disposnl and promised to do everything in
his power to deal yith the rcfugees and to submit a report to us. Neo
informed him that we had talked with the permanent Latvian delegape to
tho League of Nations about our projected relief work and that this
delegate had promised us to make a favorabls report regarding owr work
to his govermment and that we had named Nurgck as owr representative.
Dr; Nurock told us that he conld obtain pcrmission to take a plane to
Stockholm or some other Scandinavian eity and that he was ready to do
so at our request. We asked him to awalt further instructions.

From these telecphone conversations we learned that no refug-
ceg8 had yct arrived in Iithuania, Latvin or Yugoslavia. From our con-
versations on Septeombor 22 with Tr, Krnemer and ¥r. Spltzer, who had
cstabllighed contact with the former at our requect, we learned that
only in Roumania had a large number of Jowish refugees arrived. Dre
Kraemer estimated their number at 2,000 to 3,000, not ineluding the
Jewish soldiers who had boen interned togother with the Polish sole-
diers. lMost of the refugees came from the German area nnd had been
on the road for fourteen days. They had left Poland before the in-
vagion of the Rugssian troopg. Some of the refugees would have liked
to return to the Russian occupied areas but that was impossible at

;-
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that time.

In the Russian area there was apparently no danger for the
personal safety of Jews. During the first hours a certain amount of
plundering had taken place, but this vas checked immediately by tho
Russian authoritices. New local officials had already been established
with due rcgard for the population ratio of the Jews. 4 Jewlsh com-
missar had been appointed at Kolomea and Rovne.

The reports frem the Germman occupled area were much worsé.
‘particularly in Krakow where mony persons had bsen shot on the charpge
that they had fired an the Germen troops. It is still impossible to
say whether Jewlsh organlizotions and institutions are still function-
ing in Poland. MNothing has been heard of the "Joint® or the HICEM.
The Roumanian offices of the "Joint" and of HICEM are at work and are
in dircct touch with America. Polish refugees at Cernauti, Jews ag
well as non-Jews, receive loans from the Polish Bank in Cernauti of
300 zlotys. Although the zloty in Roumanln hes no value, this bank
pays 20 lei (157} per zloty.

Dr. Kraemer wished 1o establish an office to make the payments
to Jewlish refugees. He requested.us to arranve with the appropriante
offlces in Farls and london, which control the loans to the Polish
government, to place at the disposal of the refugee aid a portion of
thege loans.

Jewish committees for the immediate assistance gf Jewish ref.
ugeeg worg eptablished at all points along the Roumanion border. The
Roumanlan Jews are anssuming this burden with great self-sacrifice.

In Cornauti the refugees were taken into the homes of Jewish families.
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The Jewish community of Cernsuti ie preparing lists of Jewish refugees
and the issumnce of information would be permitted within elight to ften
days. Dr. Kracmer was trying to ostablish coopcration with Roumanian
authorities on behalf of the Jewlish rcfugees in order to prevent them
from being sént to camps, preferring rather that they should be shel.
tersd by individual femilise in the interior. A central office was
to be rccommended t¢ the governrent for the purpose of swpervising
the rcfugees sheltered by the individunl families. The financing of
this rellef work could be covercd by the Roumanian Jews only during
the first weeks, following which Jewry in other ecountries must under-
take 1o cover it. If wns moreover wrrent thoat the refugeeg should

be able to leavo Rounania as soon as possible, either for Palestine
{there were refugees with means who could obtain a capitalist'e cer-
tificate for Palestine and othcrs who had relatives there), or elsew‘
where, wherever the refugesg had relatives. The affices of the World
Jewish Congress in Dondon, Faris and New York were pegquested to take
all tho necéssary steps to cnable the Poligh refugees to emlgrate
soon from Roumanda. With regard %o Falestine, Dr. Goldwann wag re-
gquestéd to tnke the necessary steps. At present it is impossible to
set cut even with valiﬁ visas for Palegtine from Roumania or Yugo-
slavia. Faor projected organizational work of the World Jewish Con-
gress in Roumanin with regard to the organization of relief, a sum of
81,200 was immedintely necegsary. This could not be raiged in Rou-
mania, but must be placed at the disposal of the section of the World
Jewlish Congress as soon as posgible,

Dr. Goldminn was further requested by Dr. Kraemer to support

--14-



his efforts for the egtablishment of a central office under the aus-
pices of the Roumanian World Jewish Congress. [Dr. Kraemer proposed the
following members for thls cantral office: |

BUCHARZIST: Fhilip Rosonsgtein, Dr. Horia Cnrp, Chief Rabbi

Dr. Niemorower.

CERNAUTT: Chief Rabbi Dr. Mark and Dr. Kraemor.
The maln work would have to be dwne in Cernanti.

e arranged with both Dr. Kraemor and Nr. Spitzer to get in
touch with one another and with us ag soon as supnlementary informa-
tion wae available. The work in Aowmania conducted by Dr. Kraemer
rcets in good hands and this is true also of our friends in Latvia
and Lithuania. In ordor to facilitate matters we asked Mr. Spitzer
to call Dr. Buk in Budapest in order to place before him the same
questiong and to obtain his cooﬁerntion. At the game time detailed

letters and gquestionnaires wero sont out to Dr. Buk.

» * K ] * -
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REPORT OF TTLEPHONE CONVERSATION

BETWEEN GENEVA AND BUDAPEST WITH IR. BUK,

REPRISENTATIVE OF THE ORLD JEAISH CONGRESS

——

Budapest,
September 28, 193%

Inasmuch as there are no organizations in Budapest devoted-to
reiief for Polish refuéeas, a‘Gommittee under the Chalrmanship of Dr.
Miklos, was established at the instance of the World Jewish Congress
gssction. The members of the Committee include Dr. Nathan, Mr. Spesr-
mann, Dr. Cshan, Dr. Buk and represéentatives of the women's organ-
jzation, W. I. Z. O. As early as September 25, representatives of
the Committee went to the border stations of Hungary where refﬁgees

lerossed the border froﬁ Poland in order to obtain answers to the
guestions sent by the Geneva Committee.

According to officlal Hungerian statements, thirty;two thou-
sand refugees had crogsed the border, but the Committee estimated
them to double this number, This refers, however, exclusively to
soldiers among whom the Jews constitute ten per cent. The Committee
finds that few civilian persons were permltted to cross the border --
gome fifteen to twenty. The influx of refugses came so suddenly that
the Hungarian Government, during the first days could not register
them. Consequently, soldiers have escaped from the temporary camps
and have changed into civilion clothing. These include about one
hundred Jews, some of whom are Zionists and would like to go to Pala-

estine. Relief must be prﬁvided for these men. Since money cannot

be obtained from Hungarian orgamizations, the Committee asks for a
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thousand dollars to be remitted as soon as possible. According to in-
formation obtained from the refugees the following situation prevails:

After the rapid advancc of the Garmans, most of the Jows fled
to Sastern Polond, now occupied by the Ruesians. The Jows seem to
have boén decontly treatcd thoro., Contact with the arca occupied by
the Russians is still impossible. Tho influx of rofugeos is already
onded for sincoe Scptember 95, no Polish rcfugecs may cross the bor-
dar.

According to iﬁfonmntion obtained through the refugees by
the Hungarian Committcs, it seems that the Jews who remalined in the
German occupied aroca have been placed in camps and compelled to do
various kinds of hard labor. A1l attemptes to communicate with in-
mates of the camps have failed. At some unspecified time these camps
will be transferred to the intericr of the country. The representa-
tives of the Hungnrian Cormittce visited the Folish Logation on §ep-
tember 28. They obtaincd some data there, but rmust report that the
membera of the Legation have no precise information.

Dr, Buk assured the World Jewish Congress that the Hungarian
Committeo would follow the situntion on behalf of the Geneva Commit-
toe with the closest attontion and would continue to maintain con-
tact with Genevn and with the rofugees., Practical reeults would only
be possible nfter thc officinl registration is completed. He nsked
what help the Geneva Commlttee could give thoe Hungarian Committee,

and again callod attentlon to the urgency of remitting the above men-
tioned sum as soon as possible since it was hecessary to provide hous-
ing, food and clothing for the refugecs, He gave us a list of names

0f Poligh Jowligh refugees gothored in Munkacz.
L *» * » L ]
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A LETTER FROM THE CENTRAL BUREAU OF THE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

TO THE AMERICAN JEWISH SONGRESS

Genevo
September 29, 1939

We have been in talephogic cotmunication vith cur friends
in Hungary, Lithuanio, Roumania, and Yugoslavia, O(n the suggostion
of the Gencva Eommitte; for Relief of the War st;icken Jewish Popu~
lation of Poland, o bronch committoe has been established in Budapest
under the chairmanship of Dr. Miklos. chairman of the seotion of the
Werld Jewish Congress. The Hungarian gavernment immodiately gave its
consent to the establishment of this committoe, On the same day the
committce sont ropresentatives te the berder st;tions where the Pelish
refugees gathcred,

In Lithuania Dr, Garfunkelis, membor of the administrative
committoc of the Werld Jewish Congress, is werking with our friends
ef the Lithuanian scetion of the Wo;ld Jowish Congross. In Iatvia
Dr. M. Nurock, one of thu friends of the World Jewish Congress, has
ostablished 2 committce, In Rouminia-a committco is to be cstablished
by the Jowish community of Bucharest on October 1, and it will include
the leading fricnds of the Werld Jewish Congress as well as tho
chairman of the Federation of Polish-Russian Jows in Roumania, Mr,
Gutwig, and apparontly ropresontatives ef all parties. Among tho.
persons closc to the Werld Jewish Congress thore will participate

Pr. Kramer, Horia, Carp, Philip Rescnstein, and others.

w 18 =



The information which reached us since September 22 is that
only individual rafugeeé had arrived in Lithuania and Latvia (the
reports of the J. T+ A. are not asrreot and apparently deal with mem-
bers'of.ths military korues interred in the various states). in
Lithusnia there are only some 15 memﬁers of the central committee of
the Bund regardzng which we have alraady reporwed previously. Ac- ‘
cording to Garfunkslis ¥hey are maintained in a ‘summer campf of Ose.
The »eports regardlng the feedlng of childran and publig kitohens
supposedly set up by Ose for the re;ugees must be inocorrect because.
there are no Jowish civil refugoes in Lithuenia. It is possible that

) o ¥
in cortain Lithuanien and Latvian villagesa fow Polish-Jawish civil
rafugees are to be found, Théy gannet be more than & handful. From
Hungary our oommittec reports the officisl ostimete of 32,000 Polisi
Jewish refugoos, whilo the sommittae 1tseif ostimates them st twigg
that numbor. This figuro refors to mombors of tho military forcos
among whom tho Jewish retlo is lb.paraunt; civil Jowish rofugoos aro
vory fow. Our roprosantativo found only semo 15 or 20 such rofugoés
in tho be}dar town of Munkaez. 'It is possible that a handful of
chish‘civil rafugaos mey bé feund in semo othor bordor statlons.
Tho influx of Polish soldiors ;amo g6 suddonly that the govornment
sould not boéin to count.and intern thom during tho first days, con-
soquontly somo of tho soldiors diseardod thﬁir uniferms for civilian
clothing, among thoso thoroe ara ono—hundrod Jowish ;oldiors. Mony of
thasa moﬁ bolong to Zionist ;rganizations and would liko to go to

t

Palostino,

- 19 -



The Hungarion committec roguires for its work, involving -
hous ing, feeding, clothing; et;;; ap initicl sum of one thousomnd
dollars. Since Septomber 25 thc influx of refugees to Hungery hes
complotoly stopped so that thero is no ﬁuostion of an inerease in
the number of refugees.

The Jowish refugees in Roumanio are mostly civilians., They
havg olready been taken into the interior of the country and zre being
installed jin twelve sm2ll plaeés. Only when this settleoment has been
completed coan the rogistration bog'in; ruring the early part of nexh
woek the reprcsentatlves c_sf our Freneh sammittee will go through the
various places in ordor to sscertain whoat tho situation is. Pr. Kromer
has told us thot he hos somt us o list ef ebout €00 pames collcctcél
in Cernauti, As soen as wo reecivo this list wo will somd it on;
to you., Thc most importomt mmos will be obled,

Dr. Kramer roquircs for the initial sdministrative work,
includ ing telograms, long distanso tclephone cnlls to Gonove,
travelling expenscs, immedisto rolief, the sum of ono thousard dollars,
He roports thot o Consul Im’bergor' has gone from Roumonia into thc;
occupied rogion of Poland to look for the Rebbi of Ger. Aftor tho
roturn of the Consul ho hoped to have infermation regurding tho
situation in the oceupiod areas. With Pew oxceptions: there 1s no
information yct regarding the Polish g',;ai'j.'ah " 1ygdors gor ::'ogarﬁiw .
tho -operntions of tha ?alosfinolofffcoag ccgporativos, tho loan

effiaas, otoc, - » . » .
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EXCERFT FRCM LETTER Of DR. NAHUM GCLDMANN

CHAIRMAN OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE OF THE WORID JEWISH CONGRESS

10 DR. STEPHEM S, WISE

“Genavﬁ
Cotober 4, 1239

Bear Wise:

As you lknow from our reports, we are trying to re—adjus£
the activity of the World Jewish Congress to the new situation. We
hove tronsferred the organization department from Paris to Genevae
where X, will stay for the time being te maintain the contact with
the Elffergnt affiliated orpgenizatisng and committees,

¥We hnve also started special activities in cennectien with
the situatien in Poland and in the neighboring countries. We hafe
received the permissicn from'the four neighbearing States, Roumanls,
Hungary, Lithuania and letvia, to send our observers from time to
time to the frontiers to get reports about Jewish refugees from
Poland in these countries and, what is more iﬁportant, abeut the
Jewish situation in the eccupied Polish territories. We heve re-~
ceived alrendy the first rgports from Roumanie which are being
ferwarded te you.

. Here in Geneva, we have enlarged oﬁr office too. I have
invited Praf. Guggenheim te take part regularly in our Work.and
he has accepted it tc my great satisfaction., We have also asked
Dr. Silberschein, whs is cnc of the best cxperts in Polishi~Jewish

gquestiens, te remain in Genovn ond te help us with his spesial

Imowledge of Pelish-Jewish eenditiens,

£
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Vs have areated a special committoe for dealing with the
question of Jowish war vietims and I am $rying to got o fow leading
Jewish Swiss pers;nalitios to take part in this cemmittee.

Wo are in contact with the Internatienal Red Cross, which
is willing to ceoperatc with us, insofar as thc Jewish aspect of
the Red Cposs is eenccrned,

Theso new activitigs froem the Cengress require supplementary
financial mcans, Our Reumanian and Hungarian eommittcos asked for
additienal finaneinl help. Will you and youp frionds in America do

the ncecssary work in crder to emable us both here and the American

Jowish Congress ovor thero to live up to the emcrgency situation,
Yours as over,

N, GOLDWMANHK
{S8igned)
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A LETTER TO THE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

FROM DR. T. SCHWARZBART, FORMER DEPUTY I THE POLISH PARLIAMENT

Octebor 10, 1839

Administrative Cenmittee
Werld Jowish Cengress
Goneva
Inasmuch as I om myself a rofugee in Bucharest, I venture
te give you o genoral picture regﬂfding the situntien. of tho Pollsh-
Jewish refugees, I am work&ng with Lr. Bosmorin in the Palostine
office, whick is dging its utmost to'rulfill its duty insefar os
the Palestinian aspect of thig érogram is eoncerned,

1) The Pnlestine effisc has sent its representatives to
all places harboring Jeﬁish rofugcos., There ore less than 10 such
plascs in which the rcefugees hove voluntarily chesen te stay within
o rogien indicoted to thom, The represcntatives of the Panlostine
effisc have eallooted questiennaires filled eut by all these whe
wish to go to Palestino whether as first or sesond cheiss,

2) As an ostimato there aro probably ne maro than 1,500
tn 2,000 Jowish refugcos from Poland in Reumania., Among these somo
€00 to 300 haove oxpresscd & dosirc te go te Pelostine, Perhaps tho
Palegtinc offiec has not &ct cevored all the rofugees. Among these
there are 20 to 30 who possoss the requirements fer a aapitalist -
scrtificate, All oﬁhurs hove either little or me moncy.

3) Thero arezfcw yoﬁng peeple among them. The 30 certi-

fieatss for tho Pelish youth reecoived hore weuld weom %o bo sufficiont.

4) Ameng tho rofugeos thoro arc many veteran Zienists
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whosc names may be littlo knewn outside of their local sircles but
who eon point to decondes of self-socrificing work in the movemont,
In additien te thcae thoro aro other geed Jows who can point te
communal astivity.

§) A spocial rofugeo cemmittoe is operating, to my kmow-
lodge in Cernauti snd Bucharest. It dlstrihutos clething and arrenges
sheltor, but gives ne mency. Without this & large number of rofugees
would simply starve on the stroots,

6) I do not kmow how many refugoes flod te Lithuenia,
Hungary and Latvia., From a private tclaphenc convorsatisn with
Budapest I learncd that flew had gono to Hungary.

7) The refugees hore hove limited right of sojourn., It
is roported that the prosent poried may be nxtonded from 14 %o 39
days., In individual ecoscs the oxtension may be longer, I have the
impression that these oxtensions cannet centinuc,

8) The attitude pf the Reumanian authoritics te the Jewk
ish refugees is net only corrcct but humine, which I would omphasizo,

2) A roprosontative .of the Polish YMCA whe is here stated
to a reproscntativo ef the JTA that the funds of the YMCA are boing
distributed witheout distinctien as to rclipion, It remﬂins‘tp bo
seen heaw this will work out in proctiec,

10) The Jewish popﬁlatian is dealing with the refugees in
a manner whilch descrves the highest praise,

11) Ameng the refugcos there are guite a few who ceoma
under Aliyah B, which will semewhat relicfc the need for certifi-
cates. These porsons range frem 20 o 36 yoars .of age. With fow

oxcoptions they have no monoy outside.ef 26,000 to 28,80C lei per
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person (absut 3200.00), Effarts are being made te raise funds, I
de not believe that this ean meet with great succoss here, becauso

the omphasis herc must be on charity fer refugces on the spet.

Proposals:

1) The fcmnininé unused cortifisates frem Peland must bo
sont hore ds part of tho sahedule mo;t reacntly assigned, This
should alsé be accoptoble te the mondatery geve?qmant.

2) Efforts mist bo mado te ebtain 1,000 to 1,200 corti=
fieates for ﬁolisﬁ rofugces immediately,

%) The rcfugoo'cammitﬁco in Genove (the World Jewish
Congross ), the committoo in Lendon, and tﬁo ocommittee in America
must provido msan; for Aliyah B ipgodintely.

4) About 59 cortifisatos must be provided for espoeially
moritorious Jows.

5) The offorts tewnrd cmigretion to countries ether than
Palestine invelving some 200 te 300 pcrsons pust bo ecntralized in
Geneva. Only the sea route through Boirut is.to be considered at
present, I de not.wish to exploin this perc.

Pleasc asknowlodge the reeaipt of this ropert, I em to
remoin here anether twe or thres weaeks,

I remain at your dispeosal,

PR, IGNAQGZ SSHVARZEBART .
{Signod)

- L] - - -
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EXCERPTS FROM A LETTER BY DR. 4. SILBERSCHEIN

- DIRECTER OF THE WORID JEWISH CHNCGRESS COMMITTEE FOR POLISH RELIEF

To TR. STEPHEN 8. WISE

Geneve
pectober 11,1939

Dear Dr. Wise:

Posplte the ﬁecessity for relief nction as early os the secomi
woek of the war, the appropriate organiznt?ons sush os the Joint,
HICEM, @2nd the others, not onlf ;ndertook nothing tut apparently did
not even begin to deal with the question how to orovide relief. We
were the first and for a time the only ones who not only werc concerned
with the question but attempted to do something conerete, amd prepared
& plen of wark, so far os it went, for the estoblishment of o bureou,
for this task for tho sotting up of committees in the counmtrics econ-
corncgd , and wec bogan the‘work‘withoutAéol&y.

gnly after the lapsc of some éiﬁ; ¢id cortein organizations
such as @3E, HICEM ard then the Joint ropert rcgarding their work
on bohalf of refugees. Wo were ablo to dotermino that ot the time
of thecse rcports the statomonts i;sued were ot least very much
oxeggorated, sinec thuﬁ had little to 1o with work actually comductoed.
These eircumstances have bocn.ého ehiof motive in all our nogotiations.
We umortook thoso at o time that wos appropriste and favorable and,
morcover, at & time whon wo were in the midst of tho work, Whoreos

the others had scarcoly begun. this applios to the Joint as woll,
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The greot eatastrophe whieh bas overwhelmed the Jewish
population of Polam C;.l’.ti s destroyed & community of 3% millions
in the sourse of two wecks has confronted 1l the relief organizations
with tasks to which they are not equal dm for which they ore in no
way prepered. The problem is not only to provide thouscms amd thou-
samds of refugees with help, clothing, feod, ard hous ing, but also
to give them legal ald, os, for example, to errange for their sojourn
in foreizn countries. Evon more importamt was the Work of searching
for members of fomilies who disuppeared, to ennble rofugees to
communicote with those who stuyed behind, to establish contact with
relatives abroad, to transfer money held by refugees sbdroad, ond olso
%o arrenge for emigration. Not the leust of the neocessiry tasks was
to gother the documentation whioh would orientste us in formulating
our attitude to the new political problems, and to sarve as 2 basis
for releovont demands regarding the safeguarding of Jewish rights
dur ing peace rcgotistions,

It is clear thot no Jowlsh orgenizotion alons was ond is
in o position to fulfill thesc varied tasks. Yet, on tho othor hami,
i is olear thot all aspects of rcliof overlap, and that it is hardly
possible to provido for individual ficlds of religf by spocisal |
orgoanizations working imdeperd antly of ome ancther.

A grect concontration of all cmergles within Jowry for
this activity is likewise absolutely necesscry for the representation
of the imtecrosts of Je\;\fs affosted by tho war, We can obviously gain
much more if wo appenr before the Imtcrnational Rod Cross, for exomple,
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as o unity them if the Red Cross roceives rsquests from various
Jowish orgonizations at the same time,

To meot these tasks also roquires largo sums of momey, oven
if mounoy of thoso tasks coannot ke homdlod by oxperdituros of monoy.

With these cops idorations in minmd wo strove for the unifica-
tion of relisf work involving 21l organizations. The idon was not to
roliove the organlzetions from any activitios but to hive on appro=-
priote division of laYor so that organizations will be responsible
for those tasks with whish they have beoen iealing hetherto, while all
the activities shall be carricd out as an organized whole. This secmed
important to us not only ®oecusc of tho momentary situation, but as a
possible beginning for the ostnblishment of o permanent Jewish relilof
agency, proviied we could win the individual organizetions over to the
ides,

In order to maks the ostablishment of such an organization
possiblo, We dcecided to coarry on our work as o eommittoe sot up by
tho World Jowish QOongross. In this way we expoct to bulld the framo~
wark for the fodoration of 211 orgomizations aml to givo them on
opportunity to scnd their roprescmtatives to the committoe in order

to exerelise control ovor the work,



A LETTER FROM THE
CENTRAL BUREAU OF THKE WORLP JEWISH CONGRESS
TO THE
AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS
Genosva

October 11, 1939

Up until now, permission has not beon granted for anyon2
to vislt the Polish occupied territories @ither of Russia or of
Germany. HNor has the reprasentative of the Interpational Red Oross,
Mr. Junod, received psrmission teo visit these territories. We aro
in communisation wit® the Red Crpss and we ﬁave given them the
liste whioh we have received from varibus oommittees., DIir, Nurock
had an interview in Rige with Mrt Davis, the assistant General
Seeretary of the Red Cross Societles and the representative éf the
Americen Red Cross. Mr. Juned explained to us thet he is ready to
have a conference with us, but msked us to postpone the conference
for s week until Mr, Davie shall have returned o Geneva. Akt that
time, perheps, the Red Cross will have had more precise reports,
Prof. Guggenheim, who knows Davis personally, will then confer with
" him,

Our committees in lands bordering Poland report the following:

Lithuania: There are in Lithuania in all 1000 Polish civilian
refugees, Among these there are about 30 Jowe. Fifteen of these are
functionaries of the Warsaw Bund, and they have been taken to the

summer colony of the Ose. The other Jewish refugees come from



verious eitios of Poland and are boing housod in private Jewish homes
in Litﬁuan;i.a. The stream of refugeos seems to hove ceased,

Hugﬂﬁry: The Jewish refugeos from Polend to he found in
Hungery ore for the most part soldlersy the civilian refugoes not
having beon admitted. They number uo,oﬁo to 50,000, three or four
thousand of them boing.Jewish soldieré. Our committeo is rogistering
thoso rofugoes. Only throe eivilian Jewish rcfugees havo bcon
registored, the othur nemes arc those of Juwish soldicrs who are
garbed in civilian clothes. The number of the lattor group totals
thus far about 100, Bw it is oxpeetod that theso numbors will risze.

The refugees aro kept in camps which have boen ostablished
throughout tho country. Our committeo is rogistoring tho rofugoos,
is holping to'maintain thom in Hungary, am will holp them to
ovornturl migration., Most of the Jowish-Polish rofugeos in Hungary
aro Zionists amd désire to go to Palestino. In order to sceure the
nocossary cortificates ond passage to Prlestine, wo havo eétablishod
rolations with the Hungorinn Zionist Bureeu. Tho Hungarien Committoe
is wgontly in noed of money to maintain the refugeos and tho work
of tho committec, A minimum of 5000 pongos or $1000 is required,

Roumania: In Bucharest, following tho mceting of Octobér
1st, (roported in our Roport #6) a Contral Committoo for Polish
chish recfugecs was ostoblished, calling itsclf the Union of Roumanian
Jowish Communities, All groups amd partios arc ropresonted thoroin,

The World Jowish Congross is reoprosemted in this committoc by Horia
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ce:rp (Bucharost), -3r. Morkus Kramer (Cornauti), Chief Rabbi Dr.
Mark (Cormauti) and ‘Br, Meyor Ebner (Gernauti), The President of
this Committce is S.H,Gutnic (Presidont of the Roumanian Hiccm),
Othor prominent pecsons identificd with the Committeo are: Chief
Rabbi Dr. Niemerower, Director Mushlstcin and Karl Kluger (both
represontutives ¢f tho Roumanian Joint) and S, E. Mindlcin of the
Roumanian Ort.

The Committee has act up the following eepartmonts: logal,
Financo, Clothing, Housing, Contact with tho Rcfugoos'. Dr. Kramor
is idontifiod with the last-nomed doparmtmont., Qur fricmd, dr. Cotile
has informed us that at tho bchost of the Committoe ho has undgrtaken
the registration of the rofugecs. Wo havo worked out the quostionmnires
vhich arec boing usod in the rogietration amd accurate lists are beolng
sont to us. List No. 1 is going forward to you by tho samg post as
our Roport No.6. The lists Woro gotton up by tho Jowish community
of Cornauti in the first’ days of the refugoes' arrival, This list
contains also tho mames of the thirty Polish Jowish refugaes in
Hurngary.

The work of distributing the refugeecs to other countries
will not be carried out by the Roumanian Committec nlons. The work
of migration to Palostine will bo umdor the dircetion of tho Palostine
Agoney, end migrotion to Lothor lands umor the diroetion of the Hieom.
There is o special departmont = Rolationz with Foroign Countriocs,

6 mombor of whieh is owr frioni Horia Carp.

S I



Dr.' Kramer inferms us that he reprosenis the Geneva Reliof
Committoe in the Bucharcst Centraol Committoe., He w'gent ly rogquests
fums for administrative work. The funds of the Bucharest fontral
Committoe 2o not cover such activities, since thoir fumds raised
ontirely inside Roumanin are used for the nocossary oxponscs in

behalf of tho refugoes,
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A LET FROM THE

CENTRAL BUREAU OF T WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
TC_HT AMERICAN JEJISH CONGRESS

Geneva,
Qctober 14, 1939

We learned from a telephone conversation of October 10 with
our friend Dr. Cotic at Bucharest who is conducting the registration
of Jewish civilian refugees in Roumania that this registration is in
full swing., MWe are informed ;‘,hat 430 persons stond ready to sail for
Palestine., This requires large sums totaling about $40,000. The ref-
ugees themselves commend a part of this sum and the Rowmanian Commite
tés has raised some money for this purposge. The Roumanian Committee
has also cabled Hims in New York for $20,000 more. We have been re-
quested to relay this matter to you so that by your intervention the
necesgsary sum may be sent by Hias as quickly as possible,

The Committes in Roumania has received information ragarding
a gerious famine in Lemberg, Warsaw and Stanislawow.

A fow days ago Dr. Rosmarin left for Palestine. Dr., Schwartz-
bard is to receive a visas for Paris.

From the Hungarian Committee on additional liet of 25 refugees
has been received. I am encloeing the 1lst aveilsble at present. You
will find these names in the same form as the lists sent to you last
week. I trust that these names will be useful in New York and, at
all events, that you will publicize them.

The lmpt-named person on this list, a physicien, L. Fuchs

from Wloclawek, is n member of the Central Commlttee of the Zionigt
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Crganization of Warsaw and of the Board of Mrectors of the Jewish
National Fund in Warsaw.

Ye also learn from Hupegarian Gommittcé that Dr. Adolf Rothield
has remained in Lenmbherg.

You will find enclosed a very interesting report from one of
our Jewish friends in Switzerland who had an opportunity to visit Ber-
1lin and Vienna in early October. We have distributed this rcport
through Paris and london, so it is possiblc that you have alresdy read
it in your press. If it has not yet appeared in the Americon press,
please arrange to have this done. The report must not be dated ns

from Genoeva nor should the Werld Jewlsh Congross be mentionoed in cone-

noction with it.

Nahum {Goldmann) reports recgarding his second visit to Paris.

remerin st s ~-\\
P i

TeSeREAtIons to Fronch Government

He had two interviews with Baron Rathschild regarding the former QGer-

man and Austrian subjects internod in France. At the suggestion of

Nahum there is to be established a Gommittee consisting of prominont
reprosentatives of Jewish organizations, which is to assist the French
authorities as an advisory committee in determining the loyalty of

refugees. Appropriate ncgotiations with the French authoritiss have

i been conducted by Nahum. The cstablishment of this committes, how-
\\\“~—~—Ezgzl_fill require some time. "

To our conversation between Nahum (Goldmann) and Louis and
Edward Qungre, Hicem is contemplating the establishment of a bureau
in some neutral country. Brussele is belng considered, but Switzer-

land is also o possibility. It is the view of the Hicem and ICA that
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the time has come to mnke a united front of all Jewish organizations.
The sole gifficulty, in the opinion of Cungre, is the "“Joint". The
pregent relationship of Hias in New York with the "Joint" 1s making
matters difficult for the representatives cof Hicem in Paris. At all
events, bo%h Cungres are in favor of cooperation, including, of course,

the World Jewlsh Congress.

Represgentations to Polish Govermment
Nahum Goldmann saw the Pollish Forelgn Minister Zalesky in Paris,
who repeated to him a statement, which he had given Smolar.

Conversations with Former President Benes

Nohum alse saw Benes. The conversation was chiefly informative,
Nohum requested a declarntion from Benes to be given o a delegation
of Czecko-S8lovank Jews who were pbout to visif him. This declaration
would, in the nome of the government, repudiate officially the measures
against the Jews issgued by tﬁe Czeck regime since September, 1938.
Beneg promised that at the apprﬁpriata timo he would gladly issus such
a statement to the Jewlsh dclegation in question.

The financial situation is terrible, In addition, the Hun.
garian and Roumanian committeos are making urgent roqueets for sums
needed for the registration and immedinte relief. If we do not send
them money in response to their continuous requests, these commitiees

will not werk for us any more.
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THE SITUATIAN IN BERLIN, VIENE: A FOLAND

QCTOEBIR , 1659

A RERORT T¢ THE WORID JESISH CQNGRESS

A correspondent, who spent several days in Borlin anmd Vienna,

has submitted the follewing rogarding the Jewish situation:

Corditions in Berlin arc somewhot better thon in Vienpa., In Vienna

tho JeWs oro completely impovorishod, are lliving only with the ald of
Jewish philepthropy. In Borlin s:br:.ub 30 to 35 mer cent of the Jewish
populction are still self-supporting, although it is = meitter of
days before they too will have nothing, Thours is still to be pnid
the last installmert of the penalty imposcd bocause of the assassi-
notion of vomBeth., A consus of Jowish wonlth is being conducted
according to atrcota, which will freilitate confiscation. Alroady
raids and searches have been condueted umder the pretoxt of a search
for woapons amd moncy. Tho possession of morc than 500 marks in tho
houso of a Jow is juiged anti-socinl. MNoney wmust bo surrcnicred to
the banks. The Gostapo is earrying out this job on its own rogardloss
of the disepproval of the finoneinl offieials,

The corrcspordont 2lso visitod the public food kitehons and
roperts that i is o dopressing thing to wateh the Jows oat, They
are only shodews of men,

Food supplios ore rationed aml technieally tho Jews alse
hove food eards, Thoy may make purcheses, however, only betwoon two
ard four in the aftcrncon, soth in Berlin apd in Viennn, This teo is

to be changed for it is belicvod in official cireles that tho Jows
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have an adventage because of these speciml hours. Separate shops
apgﬂabout to be arrenged. As a matter of fact, the special hours for
shopping have worked out very poorly bocause in order to get anything
one must stand on line from early morning especially at those shops
whera there are still certain stamp-free foods, such ns fish and
certain smoked foods. The resentment of the women péddlers and the
small shopkeepers egrinst Jews 1s mounting,

Even those Jewe who still heve means have great difficulty
in obteining food.

Clothing is abtalnable only by those holding permlts. The
Jows do not receive these any more, BEviction from residonces are
the order of the day, partioularly in Vienna. Court decislons,
which give the Jews the right to stay for n neriocd’up to one year
have no effect if a party-member decides that he wants a particular
restdencs.

In Berlin there is yet some socinl life., The Jewish
Kultur-Bund has not officinlly been dlssolved, No performances,
however, have been tnking place, After clght atclock in the evening
Jews muy not be out. In Vienna the social life of the Jews is much
worse, for there has nover beon eny Kultur-Bund theore, In Vienna
Jews no lenger hove a eineme theoter, There are stlll synagogues
in Berlin but none in Vienna. The last remeining synagogue in Vienna
is no longer attended.

Emigration:
The pressure for emigration is very greet and the Jewish

emigration officers are prectically besieged. Until now the authorities
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hove not oxprossed thorsclves ogainst cmigration, They vormit Jows
hold ing certifiectes am offidavits to loovae.

| Tn the comsontration comp ot Saxerhauscn thero orc aboub
1,000 Jows including 5,000 of Polish citizenship amd 3,000 to
14,000 stateloss, With rogerd to tho Polish Jows, theT conncetion
with the Russion pecupicg arca is ignored. Tho correspordent spoke
to many womon whe reeoived from the commarder of the Saxonhauson
concontration comp tho following message: "Your husband has dled
of apoploxy {or hoert failwe)". The correspondont also saw lotters
from the ecmmander reading ns follews:; " As we have informed yeu by
telegroph yrur husberd has diod of cpeplexy. The by hes bocn
oromoted and the wrn mey be removed."  After the first twu corpses
were tokon swoy the othors woro not availublo. By October Tth
there Wore twomty~oight tolegrams in Borlin amd sovon in Vienno,
moking o totnl of thirty~fivo ecascs of dooth in the Saxonhausen
comp roported to that detos Thore is no poasibility of moking on
inguiry. Leottors from wives of priscnors arc not dolivered. Wives
who Write rcecive from the commandor the following report: "I have
reeceivod your lettor of swh armd such o dato. Tho messgo to your
husband which you say you onclosed was howovor not onslosed.”

The Swedish Embnssy hos taken over tho protection of Polish
citizons in Germony, but nothing proctieal e2n be obtainod through
them.

Tho corrasparmdent had occasinn te heer tie Fuchrer?!s
spoceh in Berlin in o eafe (Germon Jews have been deprived of thei:

rrdios). Tho scetirna referring te the Jews proused considerablo
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comment. Apparently apnroprlﬁtq instructions were issued before the
speech. People were saying; "The Fuehrer will regulate the Jewish
question. He will show the governments who gathered at the Evian
conference how inoompstent they are to find imaginary countries. The
Fuehrer will solve this problem at one blew". The gpecch wes under-
stood to mean that a Jewish stete would be established in Poland.
Poland:

The correspondent had an opportunity to speak with a Polieh
Jowish officer from ¥stowice, who participated in the defense of
Krekow. He reported that in the Polish arsas incorporated within the
Germen sdministratioen, that is, the former provinoes sf the German
Empire, the Jews were subjsct to tha same measures as in the Raich.
The petty offielals rob everything.

In other parts of Poland atrocities have been committed

as for example in Bromberg. Although the corrgspondent does not know
how much the Poles have suffered, all indicatlons point to the fact
that they ha?e been incomparably better ireated. The Germans pretend~
to heve come as the liberaters of the Poles from the Jews who nre
alleged to have sucked them dry for centuries. Tnis pretext lis
epparontly meeting with success.

The Jews are excluded fr;m the distribution of food in
Poland. One woman is reported to hove lost two children who died of
stervetion.

; In Peland preper the Germans cerried on in ‘the worse

possible wy setting fire to synagogues filled with worshippers, te

rituzl baths, ete. In Endom hundreds of Jews were thrown Into the
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river. Thoso o c¢lung desperately to the bank wore bohcoded, In
1odz the Jows woro sclzod as suipers. Thoy were collceted amd earried
off to feco the firing squads by hundrods if not by tho thousands,

At present an ottempt 4s boing mode to produetivizo the Jows,
fostcrs apd placards org distribtutod boaring pictures showing how
the Jows aro bolng sct to work sawing wood, ctcs. Tho caption rcods:
"fhe Jows are now doveloping bottor mmbits, the Jows whz have boon
parasitos for conturics, cte.” Thore is talk of dopertotion but
nothing comereta con yob bo scid,

Only those may floc who have censidorable furds. The middlo
elass gonnot do sc beeruse their monoy will taks them only os far os

Warsow opr somowhet furthor cast,
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A IETTER FROK THE CENTknL BUREAU OF TH: wORID JEWISE CONGRESS

T0 THE AMERICAN JEWISE CCNGRESS

Gensva
October 2%,1930

You will receive by the same post & new list of refugee
rames to replace the first list sent you, This list alzo has about
eighty more nemes supplied by our Hungarian committee.

Attached is a copy of & questionnaire prepared. by us to aié
in finding refugees who are sought by friends and relatives. We ask
you to use this Torm if you are receiving inquiries. Although the
inguiries coming from you need not be on the same prinmted form, the
text must correspomd am for each parson sought you should send us
a form in gquadruplicate.

iAast week we were agaiu in close tough with the Internationsl
Red Cross amd had a couversation with the active directo? of the
central agency for prisoners of war, who has likewiss been entrusted
with searching for persons left behiné in Pslamd end who is organ-
izing the transmission of messages to such persons.

Vie informsd her that we have already received hurdreds of
inquiriea ard hleve undertaken the technicalit ias imrolved. Those
qQuestionneires applying to areas with which the Red Oross has already
established mail connection are teing turned over., It has also been
arranged to sutmit a copy of every Qquestionnaire received bty us

to the Red Cross. As soon as the Red Cross shall heve established
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communication with the cecupied area the information will be transe

mitted by the quickest routes A duplicate of the questionnaire is

sent Yo us by our branch committees in the various sountriese Al

present mail connection in the oocupied area hasg been egtablished

only with a small number of places ianosen end Upper S:llegi.a:
Posen: Bojanowo, Rawitz sch, Krotazsshin, Adelneu,

Bralin, Xempin, Oastrewo, Sohildbverg, Reiohta);.

Upper Silesia: Kattowitz, Konigshutte, islowitz,

Laurah:xtte_, Rybnik! Tarnowitz, Labli'nii-:z, Chudqw, Czerlitz, Pless,
Empagrube, 'ikolai, Schran, Czerwionka, loslau, Paruschowltz,

Vith regrd to other places we can only report that some
letters from Lodz have arrived in Goneve, The Rod Crose is atw
tempting to establish communieation by various means and has tried
also to utllize the military post, .

All persens sought by us who are of military age, with the
exaeptior-x of thosg liste_d anong the refugees by our committces in
Roumania, Hungary, otos, receive a distinotive marke. The Red Cross
has undertaken to compa-re these names with the ligts of var prisoners
and to inform us soone

e were thanked ospeoially for the list of names ¢f refugeesn
in Roumenia and Hungary, vhich was among the first lists reaseived by
the Red Crosse A% the same time we were requested to turn over o
the Red Cross all incoming lists. Inasmich as our offioe is on the
spot our technical cooperation with the Imtcruntional Red Crosz is
proseeding smoothly, espesially sinee our stars enjoys the persenal

aoquaintance of the leading workers in the Red Crossge
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The -disoussion also touched on the centrd ization & activities
and the representative of the Red Cro;s agein heiled our efforts to
coordinate the work of Jewish organiz;tions. The Red Cross would be
pleased to have ell inquiries from Jewvish sources collescted by our
committee and then tremsmitted to them in order to lighten their
burden. The representative of the Red Cross recommended thet our com=
mittee issue 2 notice to all mssocinted Jewish orgenizations for the

purpose of attaining such coordination,

Roumania

Dr. Kraemer informs us under date of October 9 that on Octo-
ber 3 and 4 he visited Jassy, where 166 refugees are being maintained
and that their legal status hes not yet been regulated, The refugees
are receiving good care but are worried by the uncertainty of their
fate and their lack of communication with members of their families
left behind., The refugees are repres:nted in the committee of the
Jassy community, which has begun o campeign to raise funds and ool~
leot clothing,

According to various reports which we have received from
Roumania there are at most 2,000 civilian Jewish refugees in the
country, Dr. Kraemer, who has himself visited various towns where
such refugees are to be found und is in constant contact With other
mcmbers of the Buoharest committee which is registering the refugees,
estimat es their number at no more then 1,500. Most of the refugees
would like to go to Palestine. A few have enough funds to obtain a
capitalistts certifioate, Transporting the refugees to Palastine is
only a que®tion of funds,
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On the Plelish border at Kuty all is quiet as is the Russian
occupied area insefar as the frontier regisn is eancerned, which is
the only area from which a few reliable reports have reached Roumanisa.
The president of the Kuty Soviet is & Ukrainian and the vice-president
is a Jew, The militia which at first comprised ---- Jews and 50 non-
Jews now has only 15 Jews, The steres are sold out. One zleoty is
the equivalent of ¢ne rouble and 350 zlotys are & young fertune., In
Stenislawew 8 Jews and 2 Poles ljave been shipped to Siberia fer
becsting prices. Seme persons have managed to smuggle themselves
back acress the berder into the Russian occupied area, There will
apparently be no official decisien regarding the readmission +f refu~
gees befeore the eni of October,

Tho anti-Semitic paper published in Roumania Tagespost in a
dispatech from Warsew writes: "3E0,000 Jews in kaftens are washing
the streets. BSe at last there is some useful sccupaticn for creatures
whe hoard even water in order to do business with it.”

Ignacz Schwarzbart, whe is at present in Bucharest and has
obtained a visa for France, sends us the following }eport with cer-
tain prepesals: From 2 repert from £, Reiss of OGtAber 17, who at
the roquest of the World Jewish Congress went from Paris to Bucharest
in o}der tn ase the few weeks bafore his departure fer Palestine to
organize end coerdinate activities there, he learns that the refugees
from Puiand are maintained in 31 small places in the old Kingdem,
while Bucovena and Bessarabia aro clesed te the refugees. The Rou~
ranian govermment has issued permits for a stay of two wesks and this

periocd is being extended fer another four weeks.
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The governmemt began on Ootober 15 to pay to every refugee
100 lei (aMout 754 and 50 lei for every child. Reias does not say
whether this sum is for a day or a week. He adds that this sum
covers the most modest requirememts. Az the chief need Reiss em~
phasizes making it possible for refugees to leave Roum2nia. Most of
the persons repgistered until now wish to to'go to Palestine and, he,too,
remarks thet this is a purely financial oroblem., HIAS and HICEM have
answered negatively with regerd to the financing of Beth. Reiss
again requests us to take the matter up with them and to use your
influence with HIAS to reverse their decision. The problem could
be solved with twenty thousend dollars.

Thousanmds of Jowish refugees were barred ot the omd of Sept-
ember from erossing the Roumanian fromtiler. Most of them have re=-
turned to their cities am villages now occupicd by Russia, Until
now nothing unfavorable regarding the Jewish situation has becn hoard,
While at present thero is & shortage of nocessary supplios, the Jews
are trosted no differontly from others. 4n the othor band, among the
Polish reofugoes therc ore sprotding rumors which may boeome Serious;
namely, that the Jews wore the ones who invitod the Russians into
the country,

Under date of Qetober 10 wo have been informed thet our
Hungorian committee hes obtainod from tho authoritios 1l5-doy pormits
for refugces which may bo oxtomded if nceossary. Mgst of the refu=~

goos rogistered; about 10Q wish to go to Palestino, This, apart from
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the sertificetos which the Jewish Agency has in view for tho refugees

b

in Hungary, is likewisc a finaneial problem,

The scerctary of the Union of Communitics in Belgredo informs
us, under date of Oetobor 13, that 3,000 rofugecs frem Poleand aro to
bo admitted and that 1,000 have alroady obtainod permits. In the in-
structions sent %o Yugosslavian reprosentatives in the various countries
baordering Paland noething has boon said regarding any limit en the num~
ber of Jowish refuguos. At the same time the provious ros}rictians
regarding the entry of Jeows from Peland have not bean rovoked, Thoe
scerctary, ©, Spitzer, also infarms us that he has succoeded in ar-
ranging feor tho transit of 20 te 25 Jewlsh rofugees betweon the ages
of 25 and 45 threough Yugeslavia, If ontry pemits fer o lorger num-
ber of Joewish refugoes ceuld be obtaincd during tho noxt fow wocks tho
Yugeslavian Fedor;tion of commynitics will undertake to prgvide for

them so thet no specizl eommitten nced be cstoblished. The Federmtien

will naturally oprurate as an affiliate of the World Jowish Congross.

Germany
Fram mest rclichlo sourcces in Vienna we learn thet tho direc-
tors af the Palegtinc affices in Vicnna, Pregus and Borlin have beon
made to go to Lublin im order to makc preparations for the sottloment
of Jows in Poland in cceerdones with Hitler's plan, At the timo they
loft fhcy woere toid nething speeific rogarding the plan, They are to
romain in Lublin about six wooks, On October 21; 1939 the first

transpert of 1,200 stotcloss Jews loft Vienna for Lublin, Tho wives
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and ehildren of thsse men arc to fqllowAin a fow wooks, Yestérday
the Parisvradio in o Gorman broadeast intendod for Austria annéunced
that the omigratisn of Jews from Austria to Poland must be ccomploted
ne later thon March 1, 1940.

Froem tho samo sourcc we hnyc lecrned that therc are voarious

indicatiens that Jews from tho Proteetorote of Behemia snd Moravie

are being put to forccd luber,
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EXCERPT FROY¥ LETTER OF DR. NAHUM GOLDMANY

CHATRMAN OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMITTTEE OF THE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

T0 DR. STEPHER 5. WISP

Geneve
Hovember 4, 1834,

Denr ﬁisez

I came back from Paris and lLondon these days mnd want
to write you sbout several urgent questions.

To tell you a few Wwords abmut the genersl situmtion, I
had the impression in Paris and especinlly in London, where I
sew importent people, thet the outlook is very eptimistic, I
wouldn't go &S far &s some do to sey thet the breakdowm of Hite
ler is already sealed, but it seems indeed that the Relch i3 in
e terrible position., Italy is defiritely no more on the axis!'
side and you know that nearly all the pro-German elements of the
Itelian cabinet heve resigned. Italy!s reutrelity is assured
with rather e benevolent attitude towards the Allies and 1t is
quite not excluded thet one day Itély mey jump into the war to
help the victors. The firmess of the Turkish attitude has in-
creased the detsrmination of the Balkan States to resist German
invasion end negatiations are goilng on for the creatisn of a
s50lid Balken block ﬁnder & kind of an Itelian-Turkish protection,
which ﬁill be able to resist German pressure, The real uncertain
fector in the whole situstion is naturally Soviet Russia. The
Turks are convineced thet the Russians will not help Germany ac-

tively except economically end the possibilities of Russia’s
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esonomic help are believed te be rather limited., If Russia
kaéps definitely out aof the war, then Gormany i& perfeotly
isolated and practically lost, NextSpring the Allies will
have twice or three times as meny aeroplanes as Germeny whose
aeroplanes, by the way, seem to be inferior to those df the
Allies. It is not beliaved that Germany will risk a frontal
attack againat France or vioclate Belgium or Switszerlend., Kol=
land is the most menmced of all, as Germany may try te fiad
there & begla for air attacks against England. Mast of those
Who s%ill & month ago in Franse and Britain belleved in a Very
long war, do not believe in it any more and very impasrtart
people hold the view thet by next spring er summer the war may
be over. The internmal situation of Germany seems to be very
bad, It is the Germany of the end of 1817, both economically
and psychologically., It is mturally possible ‘and sven praba-
ble that, before his end Hitler will try some mad act gf dew
spair, but nobody believes that he cam ‘suceeed. There ls na-
turally a fear of Bolshevism in Germany and even of Hitler
himself turning Qommunist, but most people believe thaf the
Army will intervems, get rid af Hitler and prevent Communism,
These are paturslly all guesses, but I am rather inclined to
teke this optimistie view and think that it is quite probable
that by the nmext year wer will be over and Hitlerlism crushed.
I wanted to transmit you these impressions in order that with
21l the terrible news about the Jewisk situation in Poland you
should alsa have this encouraging information.

As for the Jewish situetion, it besasmss werse el wWorse.
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In Polend it seems to be worse than hell, Jews starving, driven
from thelr homes, massaered by the Germans and at the time being
no real help. You know that the Germans thirk of creating a kingd
of Jewish roservate near Lublin. Officials of the Palestine of-
fices in Prague and Vienna have been sent there already to elab-
orate schemes for the transfer of the Jewish population. (The

news about the Palestine Office officials should be kept confi«
dentiel.) First transports of Jews from Czechoslovakis and Aus-
trie have been sent already there. I am of opinion that the time
has come to think about some help for the Jews in the Polish terri-
tories occupied by the Germans. I know all the difficulties abomt
getting the consent of the Allies to send food to Poland, but Some=
thing must be done unless hundreds of thousends of Jews will be
starved to demth. I have remsons to think that the Germansg would
allow & neutrel Jewish commisgion to go to Poland te organize such
help and the question should bs discussed and dealt with irmedlats-
ly. The problem of the Polish refugees outside of Polond 48 not

of great importance, as their number is rather small.

As for the Russian part of Poland, the Jews are treated
decently, but their bolshevisetion and dojudaisation are being
forcad upon them by =1l means. T will try and get in touch with
the Soviet Government ebout the possibility of sgme oemigration of
the Russian-Polish territory to Palestine, but I deubt very mush
if I will suoceed.

I am awalting anxieusly for yeur news about ths outeome
of ysur negotietions with the Joint. All Jewish organizations in

Burope are definitely in faveur of creating & unitod Jewlsh frant
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for the time of the war and the coming peace conference., I
informed you already that the Ica and Hicem favour it and you
have probably read that even the Board of Deputies has announced
that they are in favour of cooperation with the World Jewish Cone
gress, Laski and Stein (who as the successor of Montefiore as
Chairman of the Anglo-Jewish Association, is one of the two pre-
sidents of the Joint Foreign Committee} have had several conver-
sationsg with Perlezwelg In order to establish perme&nent coopera-
tion. What ia most important in this respect, is not only the
actual relief work and political action, but also the prepara-
tion of our pesce aims. You remember that months ago I sent
You & memorandum of Dr. Jacob Robinson from Kaunas, who was for
years an intimate gollaborator of the Committee of Jewish ﬁele-
gations and is one of the best experts on Jewish minority ques-
tions. His idea to create an institute to take stoek of our
experience since the Versailles Peace Treaty in order to be able
to formulete our progrem of peace aims for guaranteeing Jewish
rights, is now of an urgent necessity. As you remember, I
thought then that this institute may be oremted in New York. I
think teday that it should be organized in Genews, not only be-
cause 1t would be cheaper, but especially becmuse Geneva is be-
coming repidly a centre for the study of the peace aims and the
rew organizetion of Europe after the war, The institute of
Rappard is begimning to deal with it on & soientifie basis,
becked by the Rockefeller Foundation. Couderhove~-Kalergi is

trying to oreate & similar institute here, If we could organize

our institute here in Geneva, we could through Guggenheim
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(who is, &s you know, Professor at Rappard's Institute) and
thfsugh my relation with Coudenhove cooperate with these two
groups. Robinson is fortunately now in France and would be

ready to coma to Geneva end direct this institute, 1If the

. Unlted Jewish front could be ereated, this institute could act

on behelf of all Jewish organizations, otherwise and for the
time being it will be our institute. I regaerd it to be of the
highest importance to create it &s soon as pagsible, and Robe
inson is an excellent fof it, a great expert and a man with
solentific authorlty even in non-dewish circles. (He has published
many first class bools on minority rights), The creation of the
institute depends only on the possibility of financing it. It
would cost $500 & month which is certainly a modest sum, I
urge you to provide this money end let me imow it by eable, in
order that I should try and get the visa for Robinson and he
should begin to work. Robinson would naturally get in touch
with all Jewish scholars in this field and distribute the work
emong them.

Plense let me have your answer to ell the questions
ralsed in this letter as soon as possible, partly by cable and
partly by Clipper-mail, We will naturally ecntinue to keep you
informed about all things heppening hers,

With hearty greetings,

Yours B8 ever,

N. GOLDMANK
(Signed)
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INTRODUCTION

We present herewith PART II of the
Confidential Day Book of the World Jewish Congress.
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ports addressed to the American Jewish Congress
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Congress in behalf of the rights of Jews in
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NTE i BET./EZN M
MEMBER OF THE ZXECUTIVE OF THE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
AND THE SWEDTSH LINISTER IN PARIS

Paris
October 25, 1939

On October 24 i'r. . Jarblum, member of the Executive Committee
of the World Jewish Congsress, was received by Mr. %. Hennings, Minister
of Sveden at Paris. Mr. Jarblum described to Mr. Hennings the situation
of the Jews in the German occupied areas of Poland and called his atten-

tlon to the treatment inflicted upon them, the famine, the forced labor,

etc,

Mr. Hennings listened with deep interest. He agked several
questions, such as: Are the Polish non-Jews better treated than the
Jews?! To this !r. Jarblum answered that they too have been cruelly
treated, nevertheless the Yows have suffered doubly, as Poles and as
Jewsa,

At Mr. Jarblum's request, Mr. Hennings promised to submit a re-
port on this gquestion to his government together with his recommendation
that instructions be iven to the Swedish representatives at Berlin to in-
fluence the German authorities as far as possible and to prevail upon
them particularly to mitigate the harshness of the treatment of the
Polish Jews.

The following day Mr. Jarblum submitted to the Bwedish Minister -
the testimony and photographs in the nossesaion of the World Jewlish

Congress relating to their conversation.

» [ ] » L *

ale



LWPRISENTATIVE QF THS e D CRO

Y DR. GOLD]
Genava
ove 1

After I gave Mr. Nicholson the detalls repgarding our negotiations
with the International Red Cross and our own activity, he gave me some
importent information'regnrding the work of the American Red Cross. He
started by explaining the tremendous difficulties of a technical nature
confronting the Red Cross and involved in their dealings with the German
authorities. He stated that as a gesture the American Red Cross had
placed a large shipment of sanitary and medical materials at the dlspossl
of the German Red Cross with the stipulation that Mr. Nicholson go to the
occupied area to supervise the distribution. He has made his departurs
for Berldin contingent upon (1) assurance of the cooperation of the German
authorities; (2) guarantee that he would be in actual control. Negotis-
tlons have not been concluded, but he has bsen requested to go to Berlin.
This he has declined to do thus far, in view of the fact that the master
has not been propsrly arranged.

With regard to the Russians, Mr. Wicholsen reported that the
§oviet Union had ratified the Red Cross convention, with the exception
of certain clauses of lesser importance. Since the Russian Red Cross is
recognized by the international committee, there exist legal connections
with the Russlan agencies. The actual situation is somewhat as followss
Upon recelving inquirtes from the Red Croass, the Russian agencies answer
either evasively or not at all; otherwice they say that they do not know,
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a procedure similar to ‘0lotov's answer to the American Ambassador in the
matter of the American ship.

When I acked whether it were possible to send a représentativa to
the Russlan area, adding that we had an American cltizen ln readiness for
such & mission, Mr. Nicholson angWwered that for many weeks the American
Red Craoss had regquested Russian permistion to send a representative but,
despite repeated efforts, no answer has been received. The Red Cross
would continue to make such efforts and he promised to inform me when it
would be possible to go to Russla.

The conversation then turned to the question of effective relief
in the occupied area. Mr. Wicholson stated that under the terms of the
conventions, the Red Cross could only concern itgelf with aid for war
prisoners and the military, but as far as the civilian pOpqlntion was
concerned only the sending of medical and sanitary material was provided
by the conventions., Nevertheless, in the past they had succeeded, by
the use of moral pressure, in providing relief for the civilian popula-
tion.

In this connection Mr. Nicholson told me of a talk he had with a
high diplomatlc figure of one of the Allies, who asked him what kind of
concrete help Americans wish to provide for Poland. He answered that
the Americans wish to contribute money for the ald of the civilian pop-
ulation. This activlity depended on whether collaboration with the Germen
authorities could be es-ured, ctherwise distribution of foodstuffs, etec.
would be impossible. The greatest difficulty lay in the fact that the

view 0of the German government was that all relief work must be cerried out

by the National Soclialist welfare organization, and it was not yet clear
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whether the authorities would permit foreign relief. The work also de-
pended on the amount of money that could be collected in America. Upon
being asked how much they expected to raise in America, he answered that
the collections thus far had had only a limited success. Apparently it
was feared that the ehipments would be confiscated by the German author-
ities. Besldes, the general feeling in America was such that people wish
to have as 1ittle to do with the war ms possidble. Thus far, they have
been content to send over three representatives of the Red Cross. He
figures on an eventual sum of 25 million dollars. The Allies' represen-
tative thereupon asserted that the Allies would not permit relief activ-
ity on such a scale., It is the purpose of the Allles to strangle Ger-
man& economically and as soon as possible. This involved making it

clear to the Germans that the conquest of Poland would bring them no
profit but rather a new burden, namely the feeding of Poland. No one was
opposed to a certain degree of activity by the Red Cross in Poland, such
as uniting families, but anything that would lighten the problems of

the Germans due to their conquests would, in his opinion, not be per-
mitted.

Mr, Nicholson told me that he was convinced that concrete relief
could be carried out only on a modest scale, He could see that certain
activity on behalf of the Jews would be permitted, since it was known
that they had been excluded from the distribution of the available food
supply. He advised us to establish contact with the various Red Cross
societies in individual countries to provide for eventual arrangements.

We should direct ourselves both to the neutral countries and to France
and England,
-4



Mr. Nicholson asked me if I believed that large funds could be
rajsed by the Jews for the Polish relief. I told him that the eampaign
had not yet been started, and informed him of the efforts to unite all
the Jewish organlizations, which he considered most desirable and advan-
tageous. I felt it poésibla to a-sure him that, considering the strong
connections between the Jews of America. and Palestine with those of
Poland, considerable sums would be raised by the Jews. An organization
like the Joint could, under no circumstances, withhold itself from re=
lief work in Poland.

In conclusion, Mr. Nicholson again promised to keep me posted,
particularly with regard to connections with Russia, and invited me to

look him up at his hotel or hig office whenever I wished.

INTERVIEW WITH RED CROSS IEADERS

BY IR, REIGNER,

REPRES NTATIVE CF THE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS IN GENEVA

Geneva,

November 4, 1939

Prof. Guggenheim and I were received by the General Secretary of
the League of Red Cross Socleties, MMalcolm Davis. Prof. Quggenheim is
an old friend of Davis, with whom he had worked in connection with the
Carnegie Foundation. After we told Mr. Davis regarding our negotiations
with the International and American Red Cross, as well as our own activity,
we asked him the following questions:

(1) Reports from Berlin had reached us to the effect that the
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German authorities, particularly the Gestape, were wondering why the Jews
in other countries were not concerning themselves with the fate of the
Polish Jews. The Gestapo was reported to be vAlling to have a nsutral
Jewish delegation go to Poland in order to organize the relief work. Since
we could not investigate the accurecy of this report, we asked Mr. Davie
whether he could verify it through the Red Cruss representative in Berlin.
He told us, confidentlally, that his colleague, Nicholson, was leaving
for Berlin the next day. He promised to telephone him and to ask him to
make the necessary investigation in Berlin.

(2) We told Mr. Davis that reports from Roumania stated that the
American Red Cross had sent $10,000 for the refugees in Roumania. Ac-
cording to our information, this mney was not accepted by the Red Croes
in Roumania because the government refused to pay more than the official
value of the lei, that is 610 lei per pound instead of 1500 which is the
actual value, Asking Mr. Davis whether this information was correct, we
informed him that large Jewish funds were blocked in Roumania and that
there might be some possibility of placing this money at the disposal of
the Red Cross in return for dollars to be transferred to Jewish funds
abroad. Those in charge of the funds were ready to accept a reascnable
rate of exchange, between 1200 and 1300 lei per pouwnd. If this offer .- -
wonuld interesgt the Red Cross, we said we would be thankful for the ine
formation. Mr. Davis answered that he had just returned from Lithuania
so that ﬁe Ynew nothing about the matter., He promised to find out and
inform usg.

(3) We expressed to Wr. Davis certain thoughts regarding the ald
extended to the Jewish refugees. We told him that in certain countries
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the Jews were not represented in the Red Cross socletles, and that in view
of the hostile policy toward the Jews in these countrlies there was a
danger that discrimination would arise in the distribution of relief. We
added that we had received no actual complaints and that our reports were
of a preventive character. e pointed out to Mr. Davig that in the forth.
coming campaigns of the Red Cross they could appeal to the generosity of
Jewish contributors, and it was necessary to avoid hampering the campaign
by discriminating against Jewish refugees. Mr. Davis received thig in-
formation with interest. Constitutionally, he ganid, the distribution of
Red Cross funds must be carried out without distinction as to origin or
religion. ‘The authorities of the Red Cross would give this matter their
full attention.

(4) We asked Mr. Davis whether he believed that concrete relief
could be extended to the civilian population in the German occuplied area.
He answered that while no precise information was at hand, he c¢ould say
that he and his colleagues hoped to carry out such action.

(5) Finally, we asked Ur. Davis whether he could give us some
information regarding the rz2fugeds in Vilna. He answered that he himself
had not reached the city, since he could not wait until communications
would be established. He had been only in Latvia and Kaunas, where he
found that the estimates regarding the refugees varied considerably, and
no exact data were available. In latvia he had several talks with Dr.
Nurock, representative of the World Jewish Congress, and received an
excellont impression of his work. Mr. Davis asked usg to telephone him
Monday afternoon, so that he could tell us what could be done regarding

the sending of a delegation to German Poland and regarding the transfer
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of money for Roumania.

INTERVIEW WITH THE GENERAL SHCRETARY OF THE RED CROSS

BY IR, RIEGNER

Geneva,
November 11, 1939

I had a telephone conversation with Mr. Davis, @General Secretary

of Red Cross Socleties. I asked him whether he had any new information re-

garding the questions ralsed by us during our conferences and whether he
was in a position to disclose it to us.

(1) Regarding the transfer of money to Roumania, Mr. Davia de-
clared that no sums had yet been sent but only clothing and other come
modities, so that the question aof money transfer has not been raised.
“hen I asked whether no money at all had been transferred until now, Mr.

Davis again made inquiry and then told me that nothing had yet been sent.
At the request of the Red Cross representative in Roumania, the money had

been held up, since purchages can be made in other countries under much
better conditions.

(2) Regarding the projected trip of a Jewish central cormission

to the German area, Mr. Davig stated that he had no report from Mr,

Nicholson and his other colleagues, He addad that at present he was come
pletely without news from the Red Orose delegation in Germany, No one
knew whether the members of the delegation had travelled inta the occu-
pled area, and telegrams had not been answered, When I asked him whpther
he expected the return of these persons in the near future, he angwered
that they were awalting their return with as much impatience as we,

Mr. Davis asked me to remain in touch with him, and that he would
gladly give us 1nronmatign._.

[ ) [ ) )
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REPORT OF A. REISS, SPECIAL ENVOY OF
THE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS TO ROUMANIA, REGARDING HIS NEGO-

TIATIONS IN CERNAUTI IN THE MATTER OF TRANSMITTING NEWS
ES TR TN

FROM_THE RUSSIAN OCCUPIED AREA

Crernauti
November 9, 1933.

In a series of conferences at the Polish Consul in Czernauti,
Mr. Reisa succeeded in gathering the following information,

Since QOctober 15, the Russian authorities have closed the fron-
tler in principle to refugees. Nevertheless, daily some 20 to 25 men,
chiefly Poles with a emall percentage of Jews, contirue to cross the
frontiers In the begiming, the Jews would be arrested and brought be-
fore & military court which released them immediately. Later, &1l new-
ly arriving refugees were arrested, following which the noneJews con-
tinued to be relessed while Jews received a four-week prison sentencs
and were then deported, chiefly by way of Constanza. It appears that
8 new procedure has been introduced requiring all refugees to serve a
prison term, but it is not yet known whether any distinction will be
made in the severity of the sentence.

The Polish Consul in Czernauti assured Mr, Reiss that a1l refu-
gees, without distinction as to nationality, would receive the tame aig,
that he himself would tolerate ne diserimination, Judging from every-
thing that he has heard in Czernauti, Mr, Reiss feels that this state-
ment 1s sincere,

The Polish Consul in Czernauti likewise complained regarding the

attitude of the Jews in the Russian occupied area. He claimed that the
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Jews hed not only subordinated themselves to the Soviet regime, but
were supporting it in every way. He msserted that the Russian troops
had been received by the Jews with re joicing, that the majority of
offices were given to Jews, that the militia consisted 80 percent of
Jews and 20 percent Ukrainians. The Consul expressed the opinion that
such an ettitude must involve serious consequences, and proposed thet
we attempt to influence the Jewish population in thaet eres in order to
change the situation. He referred to testimony supplied both by Poles
and Jews,

Mr. Reiss replied that the former district etbtorney of Lwow, Dr.
Locker, who succeeded in crossing the frontier after heving hidden in a
cellar in lwow for a long time, made similer assertions. Yet since
Dr. Locker had been out off during the entire time completely from the
outside world in Iwow, he could have no information regarding the sit-
uation of the Jews and nevertheless ﬂe confirmed the Consul's state-
ment regarding the reception of the Russian Army by the Jews.

Mr. Reiss also spoke with other trustworthy persons who had re-
cently crossed the frontier from the Russien occupied arees., These per-
sons confimmed the report of the very cordial reoception of the Russians
on the part of the Jewish population, but this, they saeid, was true only
in the earliest days. Theresfter a change occurred end relations svoled,
The Russisn wilitary and officials are doing their utmost to win the Jews
over and are pramising them thet it would go es well with them es in
Russia and that they would be assured of the possibility of earning a
livelihood,

On November 9, Mr. Beiss visited refugees in Roumanian prisons,

Some of whom had already been sentenced because of illegel entry, and
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others who hed been interned pending a decision. They numbered some
fifteen, almost ell young persons, most of whom bslong to the General
Hechaluz, athers to Betar, and the rest unorganized. Some of these
people were étill in the interior of Poland in the middle of November,
that is in Pinsk, Luck, Kowel eand Rowno., From his conversations he
learned that the members of the central committee of the Hechaluz, who
are attending to the organizeation of transports are staying chiefly in
the frontier places Horodenks and Husiatyn. There exists a competent
organizetion hendling transports which is directing the youth in accor-
dance with e definite plan to the different frontier places.,

A number of Hechaluz colonies wers still active in the middle
of October with the consent of locel Soviet officials. In general,
they were treated as labor collectives and were promised by the suthori-
ties that they would be provided with food and work. Whether these colo-
nies were still operating could not be established« In Pinsk the leaders
of the colony presented themselves to the Soviet commisser as a‘train-
ing group preparing for Palestine. The offieial replied that they could
continue to work in peace, and that the local commisser could give no
promises for the future until he received instructions from Moscow, At
preseﬁt, colonies are operating in Pinsk, Luck, Kowel, Rowno and Beres-
teczko,

Pupils attending Jewish schools had to undergo/ﬁbmplete change
of ideology in ome day. The Hebrew schools adopted the Russian lang-
uage and the children are suffering'severely under this sudden transfor-
mation,

Mr. Reiss received the impression that an underground Zionist
movement, at least among the youth, was in existence, and that the youth
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Were preparing a large scale emigration, In his opinion, in the im-
mediate future we ghall have to deel with hundreds and possibly with
thousands of would=be emigrants. This problem is especially difficult
because these people are not only without means, but in addition to
maintenance must be provided with clothing and linen.

Information received by ¥r. Reiss from Bucevena indicates that
& kind of economic transition system now prevails in the Russian occu-
Pied area. All reports indicate thet trade has remained free. Pro-
prietors of enterprises are being used as managers of these enterprises,
The individuel business commissars have ennounced that these probrietors
mey remain as employees in the management, No decrees regarding the
eppropriation of private enterprises have yet been issued. There was
no famine, but a certain shortage of supplies and an extraordinary rise
in prices, large stocks of flour and other food supplies are sither
bought or requisitioned by the Russians. This also epplies to textiles
and leather; Horses and cows are requisitioned, and the farmers are
promised that the snimals will be returned when the Season will require
them. This requisition has aroused great dissatisfaction emong the
farmers. Apparently, the fermers have discontinued supplying food %o

the cities, and they do not have much confidence in the money paid for

their wares,

Qf REPORT OF A, REISS, SPECIAL ENVOY OF THE

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS TO ROUMANIA

Bucharast
November 17, 1939

Mr. Reiss obtained from Dr. Goldmarm a letter of intreoduction to
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the Roumanien Foreign Iiinister, Gafenco, and at the request.of the

latter, Mr. Relss was received by the Minister of Pyblic Order, Marin-

escu, at the beginning of November. The interview was a friendly ome.
The matters requested by the representative of the World Jewich

Congress were submitted in writing and the mnswers, most of which were

favorable, were embodied in a statement from the Minister of Interior

to Mr. Reiss. (Copies of the correspondence attached). The following
concessions are to be emphasized:

l. Extension of sojourn approved. Refugees may remein in Roumania
until arrengements have been made for their departure.

2. Assurance to facilitaete the transfer of mowable possessions to
Palestine in accordance with directions to be issued by the Rou-
menian Government,

8« With regard to the carrying out of currency end jewelry which had
been registered on the passport at the time of entry, & speciael
permit will be issued by the linistry of Finance, (This will in-
volve many refugees in difficulty. These refugees crossed the
border in large groups and in a great hurry so that there was no
time to make the necessary entries on their passports),

4, Permit for courses in Hebrew and the study of Palestine under the
auspices of exlsting orgenizations in Roumania,

S+ Special permit is under consideration by the Ministry of War re-
garding the organization of special courses for learning a produc-
tive occupation. These courses are to be open to Jewish military
refugees now intermed in military camps directly controlled by the
inistry of War,

6. The representative of the World Jewish Congress, ¥r., Reiss, received
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~permission to visit all places in which Jewish civilian refugees
are staying.

Mr. Reiss obtained & promise from Minister Marinescu that the
Jewish Central Bureau for Polish Refugees in Bucharest would recelve
official sanction. The Committee itself, despite all its efforts, has
not yet been able to achieve this.

He held two lengthy conferences with the Polish Comnissar for re-
fugee. questions in Roummnia, former Vice-~Minister Arciszewski, of whom
he requested, in the first place, finencial help for immigrants to Pal-
estine, at least to the extent where the immigrants would be able to
use their 2lotys for travelling expenses. The Commissar stated that he
could give a definite answer only after he had been informed of the de-
cision of Minister Koc in Paris. He promised to support the regquest and
assured Mr., Relss that at all events certain sid would be extended by
the Polish Government,

Mr. Reizs took the occasion to call attention to the anti-Semi-
tic spirit among Polish emigres and received a promise that the matter
would be investigated. In the second interview Mr. Reiss pointed out
thet in the opinion of Polish official personalities in Roumania this
anti~Semitio spirit was flourisﬁing because disturbing reports were come
ing out of Poland. It is being said that the Jews are in collusion with
the Soviet regime and that they have gone 5o far as to Serve the Bol-
shevikl as informers. Mr. Reiss was requested to give appropriate in-
structions to his Jewish compatriots in the Russian cocupied aree,

Mr. Reiss thereupon stated emphetically that according to his informa-
tion, the Jews are not participating and are maintaining complete reserve.

The attitude of the Polish officials seems characteristic in this situa-
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tion. Mr. Reiss notified the Polish officials regarding the
Situation and our intention of getting in touch with Jewish leaders in
the Russian occupied area, asking their help. He received a letter for
this purpose addressed to the Polish Consul in Czerneuti, who is deala-
ing with the matter of transmitting NEWS &

Another question which was raised dealt with the so-called stamp-
ing of the passes of Jewish citizens of Poland ebroad, 1In Roumenia, for
example, not one Jew, despite the promise of Foreign Minister Zaleski,
had been eble to obtain this stamp. He received a promise that this
would be investigated and settled. He also received certain promises
regarding a change of persommnel in the Polish Consulates in Roumania
since it had been admitted that the treatment of Jews, particularly in
the Passport Division, was not good., |

Information from the Bus sian-occupied Area

There has recently been instituted a special pass for travelers
to and from the frontier places by the Russian occupation authorities.
This has made the illegal crossing of the frontier more and more diffi-
eults The Russian suthorities have now become stronger. The local Come
munlsts whoe were appointed to the administration in the beginning have
been displaced by officials from Russia, The local militie continues to
consist of local residents. From refugees in Roumenie, who have managed
to come in lately, information has been received that persecutions have
been directed against members of the Bund and ageinst the Ukrainian ne-
tionaliste, Aocording to the most recent informetion, the report re-
garding a terrible shortage of food in the Russian ares is highly ex-

aggerated, It is true that certain shortage exists, but efforts are being
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made to regulate this food supply.

In addition to Professor Schorr and E. Sommerstein, there have
been arrested Dr., Leder, member of the Zionist Central Committes and
leader of the Jewish community in Lemberg,and Dr. Rotfeld, leader of the
Keren Hayesod in Eestern Galieia,

There is not yet any postel connection with the Russian occu-
pied area., Letters from lodz, Cracow and other places in the German
area are arriving in Roumania.

& L ] L ] L »

ZXCHANGS OF COL UNICATICNS BLTJIEEN THE

NORLD JEWISH CONGRESS AND THE

OUMANT AN :INTSTRR OF PUBLIC ORDER

Bucharest

Hovember 4, 1989

Excellency:

The World Jewish Congress and the Executive Cormittee of the
Jewish Agency for Palestine have sent me to Roumania to deal with the
problems involved in the situation of the Jewish refugees from Poland
who are now in Roumania.

I take this opnortunity in the first ovlace, Exceellency, to ex-
tend to you the heartiest thanks of the World Zionist ovement and of the
Jews everywhere for the exemplary hospitality and the civilized, humane
and thoroughly satisfactory reception afforded the Jewish refugees from
Poland on the part of the Roumanlan government under your direct super-
vision.

It 1s the concern of the organizations which I have the honor
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to represent to improve the lot of these unfortunateg and above all to
facilitate their immlgration. For this nurpose I intend to establish
contact chiefly with the Zionist Organization and with the local come
mittees for the nid of Jewish refugees from Poland in order to organize
their migration to Pzlestinea. It is self-understocd that I am egually
interested in the entire body of auections involved in the presence of
these refugees in Roumania wuntil their denarture has actually taken
place,

For the realization of the aforementioned nurposes, nermit me,
dre liinister, to request you kindly to grant the following:
a) The extension of ths sojourn permits of these refugees in Roumania
until their denarture caﬁ be arranged within the resources at our command.
b) The facilitation of the transfer to Palestine of the movable proper-
ty of the refugees, including things which cannot be taken at the time
of denarture,
¢} Fermission for the refugess to take out at any time the currency
and valuables registered on their passports. g
d) Permission to organize courses for Hebrew and the study of Palestine,
etc., in centers where refugeeg are staying for the purpose of prepar-
ing them for migration to Falestine.
e} The organization of special courses for the Jewish military refugees
for the purpose of teaching them a productive occupation so that they
may be vocationally prepared for the time when their migration from
Roumania will be possible.

In order to executa the important aforementioned commission, may
I recuest you, “r. Uinister, to grant me permiesion to visit all places
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where Jewish refugees from Polend, civilian and military, as well as
other states where my nresence may be necesgsary,

Again T thank you for the hospitality chown, Txcellency, and
reguest you to nccept thle exnression of my highest esteem.

S8igned ~ A. Relss

L I » L )

ROUMANIAN :AINISTER OF PUBLIC ORDER TC MR. REISS

Bucharest,

November 4, 1939

Horld Jewish Congress
c/o inselm Rejss
President of the Palestine Bureau in :arsaw

In accordance with your communication which has been registered
as Number 1153 of November 4, 1939, we have the honor to inform you of
the following:
1. The extension of the sojourn vermits of the Jewish refugees in
rolend is zranted until their departure, to be arranged with the re-
sources at your dispo=al,
2. The transfer of movable nroperty to Palestine will be facilitated
in accordance with the eristing regulations of the Roumanlan government,
taking into account all obligations required by the existing laws.
3. The carrying out of valuables and currency which are registered on
the nassnort will be permitted only by a special permit to be issued by
the Ministry of Finance.
4, Courses for Hebrew. the study of Palestine, etc., are muthorized
under the auspices of existing organizations in Roumania.
5. Yhe organization of special courses for training in a productive
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occupation to be offered to Jewish milidary refugees from Poland is
denendent upon a special permit to be issued by the Ministry of Tar
inagmuch as the military refugees are interned in camps and are under
the direct control of that inistry.

6. You are gronted permisgion to visit all places whers Polish cive
ilian refugees are staying with the exceptioﬁ of military camps.

Uinister of fFublic Order

«l9w



TEE JEWISH SITUATION IN LEMBERG
A LETTER FROL 1/, RICHTER, FORMERLY OF LEMBERG

Braila, Roumania
Noverber 8, 1939

Regarding Lemberg I know dnly what I heard daily on the radio and
have heard from refugees who still arrive daily by illegal eatry into
Roumaﬁia.' Thes: illegal refugees are usually sentenced by the military
court in Cernautl to 30 days errest and internment in camp. The neﬁs is
not good. The farmers are not bringing any foodstufis inte the city. fhe
larger and smaller landowners have either left or have been sent into the
-interior of Russia. - The furnishing of foodstuffs has been undertaken by
the Ruthenian cooperatives. Inasmuch as these are not equal to the terri-
fic task, the population is suffering hunger, particularly in Lemberg.

The cost of living has risen to an indescfibable'heiéht.

As for other news, the wifp;of Dr. Schwarz, owner of the VITA
Sanitorium in Lemberg, .and hér daughter are now in Floesti, Last October
Dr. Schwarz journeyed to Zngland with his son in order to plaﬁe him in
a high school. Mrs. Schwarz has a 8ister in Cernauti to whom she fled
after the outbreak of war. Between September 18 and 25, thls sister re-
ceived a letter from Inr. Schwarz! son in Englénd, telling that D;. Schwarz
had left for Lemberg by way of Swéden on September 3. On October 28 a
letter from Dr. Schwarz in Lembergwas smugéled into Roumania. This is the
first letter to arrive from Lemberg, all previgus ingsnioué aitempts to
transmit letters and newé having been futile. In this letter Dr. Schwarz
does not say how he reached Lemberg but writes that he is staying there
and is conducting hile sanitorium, that he has a very large private prac-
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tice and that he is getting along very well because 75% of the Lemberg
doctors are missing. This lettier had the effect of an electric shock on
the refugees in Roumania, and on all who had left their wives and children
benind in Lemberg, such as the lawyers Angstreich, Schlaechter, Gruess
and Dr. Axelrath. They risked everything to obtain a permit to retwn to
Lemberg legally. The Russian Consul in Bucharest is reported to have
stated that in the near future the return will be possible. I am keeping
my distance from this matter. for I have no faith in the assurance of the
consul and do not believe that any employment in theliberal professions
is in prospect. In addition numerous instances of imprisonment have been
toking place in Lemberg, so I consider return as a risky undertaking.
However, if these or other persons ghould return to Russia, I shall endea-
vor to obtain news regarding persons on your lists.

There has now been egtablished a normal postal service with Krakow
and Tarsaw. I have written there asking that I be supplied, if possible,

with news from the Russian area by way of Warsaw.

NEWS FROM THE RUSSTAN OCCUPIED AREA REGARDING TEMBERG
QBTAINED FROM A PROMINENT JEW WHO FLED TO ROWMANIA

Bucharegt
November 10, 1939

Imprisoned in lwow are: Chief Rabbl Dr. Freund; Emil Sommerstein,
member of the Sejm; Dr. Salomon Leder, Vice President of the Zionist
Central Committee and Financial Officer of the Jewlsh community in Lembergy

Hermenn Axelbradt, an industrialist and part owner of the newspaper."Chwilae."

Dr. Damm, formerly on the staff of the *Chwila", is now serving as
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a teacher in Lwow.

According to a prominent Jewish nerson now in Czoltkow close to
the Roumanian border, who communicated with a Polish refugee in Bucharest,
Dr. Leib Landau, a lawyer and former member of the Bund, declined to
accept the post of commigear in Lwow. This post was accepted by Dr.
Boleslaw Drobner, a lawyer, non-Zionist ang a militant, extreme left
Soclalist. Chief of Police of Lwow is Dr. Otto Liebling, a Communist
and known as a temnis player. Under the Polish Government he spent many
months in a concentration camp.

In Lemverg, which previously had 320,000 inhabitants, there are
now 800,000 persons, thereby causing a greot shortage in food supplies.
"he cost of living has, for the same reason, risen greatly. A kilogram
of bread, which previously cost .30 Zloty, now costs 2 Zloty. One kilo-
gram of butter, formerly coeting 3 Zloty, now costs 16 Zloty. The c¢ine-
mas, trolleys, railroads and cafes are doing business as usual. Cards
enabling their holders to obtain necessities have been distrituted to all
persons holding labor cards. These cards may be obtained but are given
to the middle class only with great difficulty. At present, business
enterprises are operating on their own account ang private funds and bus-

iness funds have not yet been taken from proprietors.
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LETTER FROM DR. A. STLBTR3CHEIN, JIRECTOR OF

JORLD JE;TSH GOMGRESS CC.IITTET FOR FOLISH RILIEF
IO MR, VCRRIS TROPER, DIRICTCR OF

JOINT DISTRIBUTION CO:ITTEEZ “J0ORK IN RUROPE

Geneva
Movember 9, 1939

Dear Mr. Troper?

In our conversations on the 3th and 6th of the present month 1
explained to you in detail the extensive and varied field of work in-
cluded, in my opinion, in the relief activity for Polish Jews, and came
to the conclusion that no single Jewish orgonization, including the
J.D.C., exigted which would be in a position to undertake alone the
fulfillment of all tasks. At the same time I nointed out that even if
the individual branches of the work are so different, despite their
diversity they overlap so that they all belong to one field and consti-
tute an organic whole.

If the work 1< to be achieved with a minimum expenditure for
administrative costs, and, what is more important, with the proper re-
sults, it must be carried out by the joint efforts of all interested
bodies in accordance with wniform methods. It ie likewise of no small
immortance to prevent the individual smaller or larger organizations
from duplicating one another and consequently injuring fund ralsing
efforts and lowering the prestige of all Jewish organizations in the eyes
of the Jewish and non-Jewish public, for this would present a deplorable
pleture of our disunity. It is clear that there are difficulties block-
ing the colleboration of the organizations concerned, some of a psycho-

logical character, others of a more material nature, none of which, how-
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ever are insuperable,

As was to be ezpected, Mr. Director, you pointed out the 4iffi-
culties in the way of ceoper-tion between the J.D.C. and the W.J.C. as
a political organization. T thereupog explained to you that the W.J.C.,
which is above all concerned to have the work doné properly and com-
pletely, had foreseen this obstacle and had therefore done its work
through a cormittes which works under the W.J.C. This committee consists
only of three persons, and has been so limited in order not to hinder
coopera‘tion with other organizations through too large a group. This
committee calls itself "Committee of the World Jewish Congress" only
for the present, since the W.J.C. has placed at the disposal of this
activity not only its office and staff, but also its financial resources
insofar ag hag been possible, and above all its connections. From the
very outset, however, the Committee declared that it wished to egtablish
only the framework for the cooperntion of all Jewisgh organizations, and
I am convinced that the W.J.C. will agree to the adoption of a new name
when cooperation is established.

I propose the following name: "Joint Committee for the Relief
of the Var-Stricken Jewish Population of Poland.” I can assure you that
if you wish to call it by another name thet will be no obstacle to co-
operation.

As the result of our conferences, I am to submit to you proposals
of an alternative nature which you may transmit to New York in the hope
of procuring a decision as soon as possible. I am, therefore, submitting
the following proposals:

I (1) The organizetions concerned, particulerly the J.D.C. and
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the Committee of the VWorld Jewish Congress, establish a Joint committee
for the purpose of comprehensive aid for the war-stricken Jewish popule=
tion, in which committee all other interested Jewish organizations, such
as I.C.A., HICEM, etc,, shall be admitted, The committee's seat shall be
in Geneva, for remsons which require no explanation, since it is the most
suiteble plece in the neutral countries.

(2) This committee shall concern itsdf exclusively with relier
problems for the war-stricken Jewish population. Beyond this, the ace
tlvities of the individusl orgenizations remain untouched.

(3) Within the committee the separate tasks'shall be so distri-
buted that the cooperating organizations éhall continue to handle inde-
pendently those fields with which they heve concerned themselves hitherto.
The arrangement mentioned above is to apply to new activities. Thus, for
example , emigration is to be handled by HICEM, aid in the form of clothing,
food and other social service by the Joint Distribution Committee, legal
advice and representations by the World Jewish Congress, etc.

(4) The committee is to consist of representatives of all the
organizations, and will have the following tasks:

(a) The supervision of the entire field of activity, parti-
cularly with the view of maintaining a uniform direction,

(b) Distribution of the individual activities to the differ-
ent organizations,

(¢) Fixing the budget and controlling expenditures.,

(d) Administretive control of the office.

(e} Representation before the outside world.
II (1) If the foregoing proposal is considered too far-reaching, 1
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would propose the establishment of a joint committee which is to super-
vise activities clorely bound up with the war situation, and which have
been evcked by it,

(2) The scope of the activities of the organizations concerned

shall be defined in advance,

(3) The committee shall ses to it that the various activities
shell be coordinated along a uniform line.

(4) For persoral matters, in the broadest sense of the word, in-
cluding trensmission of information, money, and legal aid, the joint bu-
reau shall be established in Geneve under the control of the committes.

(8) The committee shall pass on the budget.

In either case, correspording committees and offices shall be es=-
tablished in America. Of course, the raising of money for relief and its
appropriation for different purposes must be reserved for an agreement
in America.,

In accordance with your wish, I have avoided going into details
and have presented my proposals in broad outline. I believe that the gen-
eral idea is clear to you, and that the two alternatives have taken into
consideration the things you have told me. I wish, finally, to repeat
what I have stated to you orally. The Joint Distribution Committee will
earn e historical reward in Jewry if the oollaboration of all the great
political organizations should take place under its leadership, even if
only within & limited degree.

Very truly yours,

A. SILBERSCHEIN
(Signed)
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A LUTTER FROM THE

CENTRAL BUREAU OF THE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

Geneva

November 10, 1939,

Dear Dr, Wise:

The summery of our negotiations with the representatives of the
Americen Red Cross, llicholson and Devis, is going to you today on the 5.5.
Savoia., There is also being sent a report regarding Warsew received
through M¥r. Reiss. |

REPORT FROM WARSAW: I am adding & report which we obtained from
& refugee from Warsaw, now in Laeusanne, and whom we had an opportunity to
interview personally while filling out one of our questionmaires. This
man is a Jewish banker, who left Warsaw on October 27, We consider this
the best report so far. It may be published with the omission of sections
marked in red.

REPCRTS FROM THE RUSSIAN OCCUPIED AREA: From the letter of a re-
fugee in Roumania who has remained in contact with persons Who have smug-
gled themselves across the border to Roumasnia, we have learnmed that thet
situation ie not everywhere the same. For one thing, there are complaints
in the cities regarding insufficient food supply since the farmers are
not bringing in foodstuffs into the city. The larger and smaller land-
owners have either fled or have been shipped into the interior of Russia.
The providing of food has been taken over by the Ruthenian cooperatives
who cannot, however, fulfill the need. Particularly bted is the situation
in Lemberg, where prices have risen greatly.

Other reports state that a& well known local doctor has recpened
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his sematorium and has a large private practice, since 75 percent of the
locel doctors are missing. Following this report, a group of refugees in
Roumania, particularly lawyers snd doectors, tried in every way to obtain
8 legal permit to return to Lemberg. No decision has yet arrived from

~ Moscow,

As an interesting precedent, the case of Dr. Schwarzbart who was
separated from his wife during his flight and whose wife is still in Tar-
nopel, filed en epplication from Bucharest to Ioscow in order to arrange
for his wife's departure for Palestine. This permit was granted and he
is daily awaiting the arrival of hig wife in Roumania.

NEGOTIATIONS WITH MR. TROPER: During recent wesks, Mr. Troper
has spent about four days in Geneva. There took place & series of con-
ferences with him in which the follewing participated: Goldmann, Silber-
schein, Guggenheim and Saly Mayer; at times all together and at other
times individually., ¥r. Troper was accompanied oceasionally by Rosen.

Yesterday we telegraphed you as follows:

CCNGRESS WISE
NEW YORK

HAVE NEGOTIATED TROFER GENEVA SILBERSCHEIN SUBMITTED HIM OUR
BEHALF PROPOSAL CONCERNING COCPTRATION HELP JEWISH WAR VICTIMS
FORESEEING CREATION UNITFD JEWISH WAR VICTIMS AID COMMITIEE IN
GENEVA WITH PARTICIPATION ALL GREAT JEWISY ORGANIZATIONS THIS
COMMITTEE WILL EITHER CENTRALIZE ALL WORK OR COCRDINATE ACTIVI-
TIES DIFFPFRENT CRGAFIZATIONS ALONG LINES AND PROGRAM FIXED BY
COMMITTEE PARALLEL COM'ITTEE SHOUID BE CRFATFD STATES STCP
TROPFR PROMISED SUBKIT PROPOSAL HIS EXECUTIVE NEW YORK URGING
FOR IIf EDIATE DECISION INDEPENDENTLY YOUR NEGOTIATIONS JOINT
ABOUT LARGER ISSUES,

GOLDMANY
Dr. Silberschein submitted to Troper before his departurs a letter
containing two altemative proposals for cooperation of a closer and looser

type. Yesterday, November ¢, Troper left for Paris with the intention of
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immediately cabling these proposals to New York,

Lists of Refugees: We are sending by the 5.5.Savoia & list of

about 800 names of refugees in Roumania. These persons were registered in
the Palestine office at Bucharest and most of them are looking forward to
migration to I'alestine, There have been added about 100 names of refugees
now in Hungery and Latvie. A comprehensive registration of the refugees
in Vilne is now being conducted. For the time being, the number of refu-
gees now in Vilna has not been determined, It is believed that the figure
of 15,000 given by the press is too high. The locel emigretion depart-
ment of the Jewish Agency has received a telegram from Vilna stating that
the Joint hes sent money to Vilna but that this relief work until now hes
been thoroughly inedequate and that there is an urgent need of funds for
feeding, housing, and clothing.

From the attached report from Warsaw, which 18 absolutely trust-
worthy, you will see that the reports spread by the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency that the Joint Distribution Committes's agencies in Warsaw have
been operating the entire time and have been maintaining about thirty kit-
chens in Warsaw do not correspond to the facts. Down to October 27, at
any rate, these kitchens were not cperating. The report spread by the
J.T.A. was supposed to have come to the Paris office of tHe Joint Dig-
tribution Committee through some Consul from Wersaw who came to Paris.

During this week we shall ccmplete additional lists from Roumania
containing some five to six hurdred names., This third 1ist will be sent

out about November 20.

The Lublin Plen: The reports regarding the compulsory settle-

ment of the Jews from fustria and Gzechoslovakia in Lublin are becoming
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steadily more alarming. In Vienna anxiety and terror prevails among the
Jewish population, I received directly from Viemma the "Instructions

for the Transfer of Jews Residing in Viemnna to the Polish Territory,"
which I am attaching. The wives and children of the Jews transported
have remained temporarily in Vienma, The house furnishings have been
sold through the Jewish commurity., The proceeds must, however, be turqed
over to the Winter Relief of the Nazis, On what the families are living
is not known,

From Czechoslovekia we have learned through an absolutely re-
liable source that the Jews of the City of Bruenn have been shipped off
in the same way to the Lublin region. Their house furnishings have been
disposed of by the Jewish community in the same fashion as in Vienna, the
proceeds going to the Winter Relief,

THE GERMAK OCCUPIED AREA: From & letter written at Bielitz on

the German frontier, dated October 26, we quote the following: Bielitz
has over night become & German city. All Poles and Jews up to the apge of
60 must leave. No one kmows whither they are being sent. All Jewish and

Polish businesses, houses and factories are under the administration of a

commissar,

= &0



TE™ SITUATING OF POLISY JMWRY

A LETTRR TQ THE WCORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

Trieste

Notgmber 16, 193¢

Dear lLir. Director:

1 shall attempt to give you a most brief report regarding the pre-
gent situation of Pplish Jewry., I must point out that all my information
goes down to Hovember 9, the dey on which I had to leave Warsaw.

In general, it must be sald that the arrests amonz the Polish Jews
did not have as much of a mass character as those at the time of the annex-
Btion of Austrie end Czechos lovakia. On the other haud, tlere can be no
doubt that meny irdividunl actions, to & certain extent involved in the
military ection, ceused more serious losses among Polish Jews than in the
aforementioned eountries.

Polish Jevry insofar as it is under German rule is on the verge of
complete destruction. The sacrifices which the Polish Jews, as & result
of military movements, individual actions, epidemics and famine, have suf-
fered in the course of the last ten weeks must be estimated without ex~
aggeration at 250,000 persons. In Warsaw alone some 30,000 Jews fell di-
rectly or indirectly victims of the war, Many other cities inhabited by
Jews have been burned, the +en dragged off to labor camps , whils the wives
and children camped emong the ruins or in the o en air. The Jewish mer-
chant and petty trader who has not maneged to shift into street hawking,
has no means of livelihood. 45 & result of various actions, the Jewish
merchant has no goods in stock and even if some money remains, he can ob-

tain nothing from the warehouses. 1In Lodz and vieinity trade with leather
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and manufactured articles hes been explieitly forbidden Jews.

The plight of the destitute population, easily S0% of Polish Jewry

in the lerge cities, where the essential foodstuffs have risen fourfold,
is very bads A kilo of bread which formerly cost 25 groschen has risen
to seven times that smount, s has the cost of potatoes. Jewish intel-
lectuals are completely without employment. When it is considere@ that
25% of all houses in Warsaw were completely demolished during the wer and
another 25% bedly damaged and that the reconstruction of these houses is
to begin in the Spring, onme will have a Picture of the immeassurable pri.
vation of the Jews in the former Polish capital, Under such c¢ircumstances
it is no wonder that the epidemic of typhus is reaching disturbing propor-
tions in Warsew end Lodz.

The catastrophe in Warsew has been made even more serious by a
Ghetto decrees By November 13, about 50,000 Jews will be compelled to
leave the Christien streets and move inte the Jewish neighborhood,

The Jewish press is no longer in existence in Poland. Jewish so-
cleties are inactive. The Jewish schools heve not yet opened and many
teachers have been arrested. But the eristence of Polish Jewry is not
fundamentelly menaced by persecution., The chief danger is death from

starvation. Such is the opinion of all the leaders left in Poland, who

view the immedimte future with the gravest concern,

It is mot questionable whether in such & situation one can talk
of eny general rescue. It would be @ great deal if the horrible poverty
&nd the threatening dangers sould be checked even to s slight extent.

All possible avenues of emigretion must be used. The German og-
cupation authorities should not cause any difficulties. One will have ta

reckon with emigrants who have nothing to take with them and who will be
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uneble to pay for their passage in currency. There is under consideration
& Jewish body for emigration, apparently with the participation of Hart-
glas,

At least fifty certificates for Palestine are urgently needed in
order to rescue those Zionist and other Jewish leaders who are threatensd
with immediate danger. When you come to Trieste, I shall give you their
nemes .

& few hundred certificates for.the Jewish youth in Poland will be
no solution, but will have a tremendous morel effect. They will be a ray
of hope showing thet everything is not yet lost and that help may yet be
expected. I received suggestions in Warsew with regard to the practical

execution of this matter, I will speak to you regarding this personally.
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THE WORE OF THE HUUGARIAN COMMITTEE

FOR POLISH JEWISH REFUGEES

Budepest

November 22, 1939

The Hungarien Committee in Budepest hes thus far registered 194
civilian refugees. The mumber registered is sc small because the com-
mittee is not in direct touch with the refugees who are interned in camps.
The committes has been promised a list of all the Polish refugees in the
camps , who are estimated st 45,000 and wili have the task of selecting
the names of the Jewish refugees from this list.

The refugee committee has sent a representative on a tour of the
border area, in order to register the civilian refugees on the spot. The
questionnaires sent by the central committee in Geneva have been fully
filled out in most cases by representatives of the refugee committee. In-
cluding the space for the experiences of the refugee, and in many instan-
ces the answer to the question, "Regarding which other refugees or persons
from Poland can you furnish information?”,

The refugee committee £e115 us that a large number of the refu-
gees Wish %0 go to America, including those who have no relatives in the
country. One group wishes to go to France, and & large number whose homes
are now in the Russian area wish to return there.

The refugees have been registered by the committee, which obtains
authorization for the sojourn of each one, Sojourn permits of 14 days are
issued, and these have been extended in 8ll cases thus far. The committee

has promised the Hungarian authorities to do everything possible in order
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to arrange for the migretion of the refugees at the earliest possible
date. The merbers of the committee are now very much worried, and re-
guest help so that they may keep their promise, otherwise they fear that
they will encounter severe difficulties in applying for extension of so-
Journ.

The committee receives from the Budapest Community, a weekly sum
of about four dollars per refugee. About four weeks ago, the community
received an appropriation of ten thousand dollars from the Joint Distri-
bution Committee for the support of the refugees. The actual work is
carried out by our committee, while the Budapest community pays out the
money , formerly deily and now weekly, for the maintenance of the refugees.

The dole of four dollars per week is given to the refugees in
deily payments, to emmble them to take care of their own needs. with the
aid of employees of the relief committee. The committee tells us that

this manner of individual arrangement in Budapest has shown itself su-

perior to the collective system.
H

With regard to providing clothing, the committee makes note of
the items needed, which it obtains from the community for the refugees.
A certain amount of clothing is also provided with the help of the Wizo
in Budapest, which turns over what it collects in the same way to the
committee for distribution. Among the Jewish refugees in Budapest, as
well as thoge who are still interned, it is generally known that the care
of refugees is handled by our Budapest committee. As soon as a refugee
leaves cemp, he comes directly to the committee. The Hungarian authori-
ties and the Polish Embessy likewise direct refugees to our committee in

Budapest. This is likewise done with new arrivels.
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Refugees are registered either by our committes in Budapest or
by one of the branches of the Budapest committee in other cities under
the direection of cur associates,

New refugees cross the frontier almost daily, These are indivi-
duael instances, for the crossing is illegal. Ipmsmuch as these refu-
gees hed left the Russian ares some time ago, and were detained at the

border, their reports give us no new informetion.
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REPORT OF TEE WORK OF THC LITHUAKIAN COMEITTER

IN 2RHALF OF PQLIST JEWISF RETUGERS

Kaunas

November 22, 1939

The following organizations are concerned with relief for the Jew-
ish refugees from Poland:

le Joint Distribution Committee

2. HICEIf office in Xauras

3. Lithuanian Jewish Committee of the Red Cross

There is no possibility of uniting these organizations. The re-
presentative of the Joint Distribution Committee works in accordance with
instructions issued by the European office. HICEL is guided by instruce-
tions from Parls and its own committee in Keunas, including, emong other;,
Rubinstein, Kelson and myself. As for the Lithuanian Jewish Committee,
it is subject to the Lithuanian Red Cross.

From telephone conversations with Dr. Murock and Dr. Kleinbaum,
we learn that the present situation in Vilna is chaotic. FEvery organiza-
tion is engaged in registering the refugees, but not one does so satis-
factorily. A committee has been set up ﬁnder the chairmanship of Chief
Rebbi Dr. Bubinstein, and includes the following, who are our friends:
Dr. Kleinbaum, Rafasel Szerechowski, and Prilucki, Secretary. This com~
mittee has undertaken to procure statements from Polish Jewish refugess
in Vilna ard expects to obtain some 2,000, A telegrem just received from
Dr. Kleinbaum indicates that the Joint Distribution Committee wishes to

participate in this committee, The World Jewish Congress is attempting to
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contribute toward the costs involved in collecting these statements,
and has therefore turned to our Amsrican friends with the request, so
that we may obtain the use of this valuable material.

A complete list of refugees in Vilna is promised to us through
the good offices of Dr. Jacob Robinson, who is to receive a copy of this

list thanks to his influentiel commeotioms., apparently from officiel

sources.,

DR. GARFWNKELIS
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REPCRT OF A CONVERSATION BETWEEN

DR. W. A, V. 'T HOOFT, GENERAL SRCRETARY
OF_THE PROVISIONAL CQLITTEE OF THS PORLD COUNOIL OF CHURCHES

AND YR, RIEGNFR

Geneva,

November 30, 1939

Today I had a conference with Dr, W. A. Visser 'T Hooft, Gen-
eral Secretary of the Provisional Committee of the World Council of
Churches (in process of formation) and with Pastor Freudenberg, like-
wise a member of the Committee, and as such charged for some years with
the care of the non-Aryan Christian refugees.

These men requested a conference in order to be informed regard-
ing the situation of the Jews in the Reich. 1In this extensive confer.
ence, I gave all the important information to them which has reached the
Wlorld Jewish Comgrass regarding the Jews in the Reich, and in Austria, in
the Protectorats and in Poland, and I gave them for their confidential
usgé our report of November 23 and the report regarding Poland of Novem-
ber 7th. The men showed particular interest in the plan for the transg-
fer of the Jewg to Iublin, Although only vaguely informed regarding the
details of thig éction. they declared that the project had aroused grave
concern and they had in view a campaign in the interest of non-Aryan
Christians who would be affected by the plan.

They asked regarding the reaction which the plan has aroused in
responsible Jewish circles and whether any counter.actlvity was under way
or had been planned. I very frankly explained to them the reasons which,

since the outbreak of the war, had led us to meintain a most reserved
attitude with regard to the public, but that we had gradually realized
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that the time had come for the launching of a great campaign directed
particularly against the Lublin project. e still felt that the initia-
tive should be taken over by interested circles other than the Jews. The
Lublin project affects not only the Jews but also the Poleg who are to be
evacuated from t-is area, and we belleve that from the Polish side a de-
termined stand must be taken. We have accordingly established contact
with influential Catholic circles who, we know, have intimate connections
with the Polish authorlities and we hope that a Catholic campaign will take
place particularly in America. At the same time our own organizations in
America were to open an attack on the project. We naturally welcome every
ally in such a campaign and we would be very hanpy to see the American
affiliates of the Forld Council of Churches leading its own campaign.

The men stated that insofar as this information was not confidential,

they would convey the information by the most rapid route to their repre-
sentatives in America and in the Scandinavlan countries and would urge
those in America to undertake such a campalgn. They stated that they

were sure that such a campalgn would result in a more liberal handling

of the refugee problem and a stronger sympathy in American public opinion
for the plight of the refugees.

At the conclusion of this detalled and friendly conference, the
representat ives of the Council expressed their satisfactlion with the con-
tact established between Jewlish and Christian organizations. Freudenberg
who was to return to London shortly, said he would visit the office of

the World Jewish Congress before leaving in order to obtain further docu-

mentation.




ON THT L N _RESERVATI ON

Paris,
December 4, 1939

The executive committee of the W.J.C., a large organization of
the Jews throughout the world, met at Paris to denl with the horrible
plight of the Jews now living under the domination of Nazi emthorities,
particularly in Poland where the wopulation is treated with unusual
cruelty and cold-bloodedly exposed to die of starvation.

The committee took note especlally of the incredible measures
decreed by the Hitlerist government designed to set up in the Lublin
region of Poland a "Jewish reservation" in which the Relch plans to con-
centrate by force all the Jews of Poland, Austria, Czechoslovakia and
Germany.

The plan is in process of reallzation. Thousands of Jews come
ing from the Corridor, from Gdynia, Poznan, XKatowice, and from cther
cities in Poland, from Czechoslovakia and from Austria, have already been
transported like cattle to this "reservation”. They have been torn away
from their homes and have been permitted to take with them a maximum of
300 marks. At present they are stripped of everything, often without
shelter and without the means of existence. It is the most eynical of
the human transplantations which Hitlerism has attempted until now.

It is necegsary to add that one of the evident purposes of this
measure is to divide the Poles and the Jews belonging to the various
countries cccupied by Germany against each other, by driving out the one

group from the territory iransformed into concentration camps assigned to

the other.
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The executive committee of the W.J.C. raises a solemn protest
against this act of barbardism. Tt particularly rejects with indignation
the inadmissgible pretense of the German government at golving the Jewish
question in its own way. The civilized world, inspired by the immortal
vrinciples of.tha rights of man and nations, will undoubtedly view the
decisions taken by the present government of Germany as.null and void.

In a letter addressed to his Zxcellency, General Sikorski, the
executive committes h;h informed the Polish govermment, which alone
enjoys legal sovereignty in the Lublin territory, of the indignation
provoked in Jewish circles throughout the world by this new example of
Hitlerist barbarism, repeating to him the expression of its sympethy
for the suffering which all Poles are experiencing, regardless of race

or creed,
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A LETTER FROM THE CENTRAL BUREAU OF THE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

Genava.
December 5, 1939

Dear Ir. Wise:

I am herewith submitting some information regarding the intern-
ment camps for former German and Austrian subjects in France. This is
for your own information and for our friends, but not for publication.

Ine chairman of the commiseion in charge of the campe, Soclalist
Deputy Marius Moutet, made an interpellation regarding the situation,
following which the treatment of the refugees was improved.

Many invalids ha'e besn releaged, apparently because the state
fears indemnity claims. The Hague Convention of 1907 ruled that all
civilian prigoners whe are interned for more than ninety days are en-
titled to indemnity for all diseases contracted, or for all diseases
which become chronic in consequence.

With regard to the former Austrian subjects who did not exchange
their Austrian passport for a German but surrendered the passport to the
French authorlties in exchange for a document issued to former Austrians,
as well as those refugees from Austria who left that country on a German
pasSport but who immediately upon arrival in France ldentified themselves
as political refugees and likewise received the designation "former
Austrian," a speclal arrangement has been made for such persons.

The Austrian committee which was set up in Paris two weeks ago
is headed by Prof. Vasitzky. It consists of eight menbers, representing
the various political groups‘among Austrian emigres, with the exclusion

of Zernatto, Prince Btarhemberg as too fascist, and the Socialists who



do not participate in the committee but support it. Vasitzky is a former
Mistrian, a prominent pharmacologist and honorary professor at the Sor-
bonne and Harvard. Daladier is to confirm this committee. As a prere-
quisite, this commlittes has demanded the release of all ex-Austrians and
has temporarily received an oral promise to that effect. By the end of
December, all former Austrians should have been released. It is, never-
theless, quite possible that this perlod will pass without the release

of all the prisoners concerned.

An Austrian brigade has been established. Ewven those Austrians
vho before the iséuance of this decree had joined the Foreign Leglon and
are already in Alglers or Tunis, are to be ordered back and included in
the brigade.

In general, the following practice has been adoptedt Men who are
ove; fifty are released with relative ease, pnrticulgrly becauge during
the course of their internment most of these older folks became sick on
account of the cold and bad accommodations.

Those interned who are under forty are not released unless they
enlist in the Legion des Etrangers. This ie not the old Forelgn Legion,
but a new one mobilized within France. The members of this Legion who
are German subjects will apparently be used only for defense on French
soil. The other forelgners who volunteer may be sent to the front.

The cases of those interned whe are under forty who are not con-
sidered eligible for the Leglon des Btrangers, as well as those between
forty and fifty, are examined by a committee. The ¥rench government has
given the assurance that all of these will be settled within the near

future, It is, therefore, to be hoped that in a few weeks the interned
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men will either be released or imprisoned as suspects.

I have already reported that the larger Jewish organizations,
chiefly through the efforts of Dr. Goldmann with the French suthorities,
have obtained permlission to submit liets of refugees known to them as
absolutely reliable who are now in internment camps. Dr. Goldmann hasg
received additional confirmetion that the twenty-five names submitted by
us will receive favorable and prompt action.

There hag been set up in Paris at 8 Rue de Cirgue a coordinating
comnittee comprising all the organizations, Jewish, Catholic and Pro-
testant. Baron Robert Rothschild has extended a large credit 1o this
committee for the purpose of providing medical supplies, shelter, shoes,
gtoves and fuel, in short everything lacking in the camp 5. Every person

interned may make an indlvidual request and receive the things he needs

from the commlttes.
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YE PRESENT SITUATION IN GEDMANY

i+

Geneva.,

December 7, 1939

The following report comes to the World Jewish Congress from a
highly esteemed German lawyer, member of the Party and intimate friend of
Finance liinister Funk.

One cannot imagine to what degree, Dr. Funk confided to this
person, Germany lacks raw materials. Even with the restrictions already
imposed, the-raw materials needed for military purposes which are still
available will be depleted at the end of March 1940. Then will come
the end of the rope and the lmminent collapse of the state. Without the
Polish spoils, they wo:ld arrive at this point at the end of January,
but in Poland they have found materials for about another two months.

In the opinion of Dr. Funk, the existing stocks would be sufficient for
an offensive of four or five weeks, but after that they would be com-
pletely drained and if, in that short delay, a decisive victory does not
come, then Germany will find herself unable to continue the war.,

The informant states that it is among the leaders themselves that
discontent is most marked. Hitler has already twlce ordered the invasion
of Folland, but General Halder refused to execute the order and declared
that he did not want any meddling in military affairs under his juris-
diction. 7This resistance did not result in forcing the resignation of
General Halder, as Hitler had intended, because the rebellious attitude
increased greatly among the generals. Likewlse, General Relchenau, who
until recently had been an ardent militant ammong National Socialists, has

now become hostile,
B




The generals in command are geriously thinking of revolution.
In that case, there would be formed a Cabinet presided over by General
Beck (retired) General Halder would be named Minlster of War, and
Bruening is considered for Foreign Affairs. This Cabinet would be in-
clined to evacuate Poland and Czechoslovakia immediately, and in these
cirsles it is believed that if this revolution ghould take place very
gsoon perhaps Austria could be restored, but that is not certain.

T™e organization of this revolt'should already be more or less
on the verge. The informant believes that it would be bloody because the
persons responsible had decided on a large scale purge and to put to
death their adversaries down to the lowest ranks of the $.8. and S.4A.

General Halder did not wish to glve the signal for the revolt
stating that he had already taken an oath:; he wighed the retired General
Beck to be in charge, but the latter still hesitated.

The person who provided these statements is very serious and
enjoys great favor in Berlin, emphasizing his friendly relations with
Minister Funk, he maintaing close relations with the leading personali.

ties of the Reich,
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A LETTSR FROM THE CENTRAL BUREAU OF THE WORLD JEWILSH CONGRESS

gGeneva,
Strictly Confldential

December 9, 1939

Dear Dr. Wise:

We are herewlth submltting a report of the conferences of Dr,.
Goldmann during his trip to Paris and London (November 2¢ to 28 in Paris,
Hovember 28 to December 1 in london, December 1 to 4 in raris), together
with certain information which he gave us.

In London he attended a session of the Briltish section whlch is to
be reorganized. During the absence of Dy. Perlzwelg, the chalrmanahip
will be assumed by Lady Reading, particularly the negotiations with the
Foreign Office., A political secretary is to be engaged. At this session
a number of members were coopted, including Dr. Bienenfeld, former chair-
man of our Austrian committee and important jurist.

Perlzweig has est&blished contact with the English blockede min-
istry, headed by Mr. Ashwin Gwatkin, who was with Runciman in Prague. The
blockade ministry will malntain contact with the W.J.C. for the purpose
of obtaining economic information in neutral countries. The British sec-
tion hae set up a cormmitiee for economic questions consisting of Dr.
Bienenfeld, Prof. Trnst Cohn, Ernet Stern {the last named uncfficially for
the time being).

Dr. Goldmann proposed to this sesssion, at the suggestion of the
Paris and Geneva members of the executive committee, that Dr. Blenenfeld
should assume the reglstration of the damages claims of the German Jews
under the auspices of the W.J.C. and with the aid of the various nationsal
sections. Dr. Bienenfeld declared himself willing, and will make the

necespary preparations. He requests, however, expressly that nothing be
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published regarding this project at present, since he must first arrange
a thoroughgoing card file, and will then proceed to get in touch with the
national sections.

Perlzwelg and Goldmann had a conference with Under-Secretary
Butler regarding the invitation of a prominent British personality to
attend the twenty-first anniversary of the 4.J.C. in New York. The
Under-Secretary had the opinion that this was not proper because it was
the experience of the Foreign Office thet the Americans were hostile
against every prominent Britisher who appeared in America. As for the
men recommended by Goldmann and Perlzweig, Amery end Morrison, he would
look into the matter. ¥For this purpose he introduced Dr. Perlzweig 4o
the director of the American division of the Faoreign Office, Balfour.
Two days ego, we had a telegram from Perlzweig stating that the Forsign
Office is also opposed tc¢ sending & prominent Britisher, but would be
very happy to have Perlzweig undertake this voyage to New York and that
the Foreign Office would extend every kind of assistance to him.

PARISt The Paris members of the executive committee met to re-
ceive the detailed report of the Geneva bureau regarding the situation
of the Jews in Germany, Czechoslovakia, Poland and Lublin. After hear-
ing this report, the committee issued a releasge embodying a protest
against Lublin, copy of which is attached. At the same time, the release
wag sent to the Polish government addressed to Premier Sikorski, with a
letter declaring that the W.J.C. recognized his government as the sgle
soverelgn power in Poland and hence in the Lublin area. This releass
was submitted through the French foreign ministry to the important tel-

egraphic agencies and broadcast over the French radiec. It was also re-




leasged over the radic of the neutral_countries. Switzerland, RBelgium,
Holland, stc.

Dr. Goldmann has arranged for the regular cooperation of the
French section of the W.J.C. with the French ministry of propaganda. On
December 4 he had a conference with the chief of the propaganda ministry,
Jean Giraudoux. He was introduced by Grumbach, chairman of the Committes
on Propagenda in the ¥rench Chamber, Giraudoux iz to name an important’
official ag liaigon officer betwesn the Ministry and the W.J.C. in Paris.
The French section of the W.J.C. is to issue a bi-wesekly bulletin dee
voted to information regarding the Jewish situation, which will be sent
to our close friends and a few prominent personalities.

With regard to the propogal to set up a committee of prominent
non-Jews pro causs judaica, which was discussed before Goldmann's depar-
ture in Geneva, Goldmann had a lengthy di scussion with Leon Blum who
showed himself very much interested. He suggested for the time being
to draw in only unpolitical Frenchmen and then, after a period, political
figures. Blum gave him a 1ist of persons to be considered and we shall
get in touch with these people during the coming week., For the present,
nothing is to be published, This group of prominent non-Jews is to study,
together with the W.J.C., proposals which are to be brought forward after
the declaration of peace. This group must also be ready to discuss these
proposals before peace is declared and to support them during peace ne-
gotiations,

The egtablishment of such a committee is also nlanned in England,
Even before Dr. Goldmann had an opporitunity to inform the lLondon seseion,

Perlzwelg reported that §ir W¥illiam Deeds had made a similar proposal to




him. Bir William has also declared himself ready to serve as honorary
secretary of such a committee. Our English friends will turn to the
circles in Oxford and Cambridge who are dealing with the question of war
aims. At the present stage nothing regarding this English committee is
to be published, With regard to similar committees in meutral countries,
this question is to be considered.

Dr. Goldmann had several lengthy conferences with Troper in
Paris. Troper gave the impression that he was ready to cooperate but
made it clear thnt he could decide nothing because the negotiations in
the United States had not yet been concluded and because he had little
influence there.

With regard to the projected conference of Eurvpean Jewish organ-
izations, Troper stated that before he could take any position on this
matter he would have to walt until the negotiations regarding cooperation
in the United States had been terminated. |

The Board of Deputies would be ready to participate in such a
conference even if Lasky remained president. It is to be assumed that
after the election of the new president this readiness will remain. The
chief candidate for the presidency is Professor Brodetsky (since elected).

Louis and Edouard Qungre are as before willing to cooperate in

general, but during their last conference in Paris with Goldmann ex-

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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nresged some doubts regarding the projected conference. These doubts were
expressed when they said that if relief is tc be extended into occupied

Poland it would be a matter of many millione of pounds. Yo on expected

the 7.J7.0. to put up such large sums, although the situation of the ICA

was different. Unfortunately, the ICA is not in a position to expend
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substantial sums. At most it could muster thirty thousand pounds,
which, under the circumstances, could not go very far,

It is Goldmann's opinion that such a conference of Huropean Jew-
ish organizations is now more urgent than ever, because of the progress
made by the non-Jewish organizations in their negotiations regarding aid in
cccupied Poland., Conferences held with the representative of the American
Red Cross and the representative of the International Red Cross, M. Junod,
after his return from Germany and German occupied Poland, have ralsed the
following three questions:

(1) Which Christian organizations are to conduct the work, and
how will they divide the work amorg themselves?

(2) What form will the cooperation of the Jews with the Christian
organizations take? Are the Jews prepared to cooperate, and what guar-
antees will be demanded with regard to the distribution of the sums raiged
and foodstuffs, medical supplies, etc?

(3) The question of negotiations with the Allies regarding the
shifting of foodstuffs and other supplies for the relief activity. In the
conversation with Junod, he suggested that the Jewish orgenizations sound
out the Allies on this point. Goldmann, however, holds that without the
intervention of the American government and‘of the International Red
Cross, it wonld be impossible to obtein such authorization from the Allies.

In order to settle these questions, Goldmann considers the call-
ing of a conference of Buropean Jewish organizations as particularly wur-
gent. One relief need must be handled immediately without waiting for
a conference: Ald to the Warsaw Hospital in the Jewish quarter, and bur-

dened chiefly with Jewith patients. The German occupation authorities are
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supplying this hospital, like others at present, with foodstuffs and
medical supplies, but have stated that on December 31 they would cease 1o
serve this hospital, M. Junod conveyed the urgent call for help from the
director Tscherniakoff, asking to supply this hospital beginning January
l,aboge all with mesical supplies and linens, since the Jewish community
itself could not possibly cover the expenses involvec. Apart from the
fact that in most countries there is a ban on the export of medical sup-
plies, and especially since jmerica is the chief source of aid in the
form of these supplies, Dr. Goldmwann found an item in the J.T.A. report-
ing that a few days ago the German occupation mathoritieg had taken over
this hospital. If, then, Jewish organizations are prepared to supply
medicel supplies and linen, Dr. Goldmann has asked the representative of
the International Red (ross to determine whether this report is correct.
Junod promised to make the necessary inguiry.

Junod further reported that he had spoken with the representa-
tives of the German Red Cross, which is, together with the Polish Red

Cross, to distribute foodstuffs, medical sunnlies, etc., in the occupied

area. According to Junod's information, the distribution is to proceed
in accordance with the ponulation ratio in each city. Whether the In-
ternational Red Oross is to take care of the civilian population is to

be declded within the next few days,

% With regard to the Institute for the Study of Jewish Peace Aims
and Demands, Dr. Goldmann reported that the Board of Deputies was ready to
participate but wighes to have the program in advance.

Regarding the guestion of a Polish Jewish representative with the

Polish government in Paris suggested by some Polish circles, and recom-

mended by the Jewish side, the report of this will have to wait until the
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thing takes on a concrete form. 1In this connection, Goldmann is in
contact with I. Gruenbaum, now in Budapest and shortly to continuse to
Roumania, as well as with Dr. Schwarzbart in Bucharest. On December 18
he will have another opportunity in Paris to talk with the Polish For-
elgn ilinister Zaleski.

Please kesn thieg strictly‘confidential and do not publish the

foregoing matters in any form.
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