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Ordinarily, elght years after the greagion ef an erganisation there
is ne iaod to reviev the histery of its feuading. Such is hewaver

not the sase with tha World Jewish Congresa.Yary few pscple know that
with the capitﬁlnt!on of France and the flight from Paris, where the
malin office wag, 1ts archives -~ consisting ef address lists, filing
cards andé velumimsus correspondencge vith almest all the ceuntriss of
the world - hnd tc be destyoyed, for Purposes of seourity. A faw weeks <2
hefore, a number ef large cages genfaliing the meore iaportant documents

had besn seont te Berdeanx for ovpifnll shipmens to0 the Amerigazn Jewish
Congress in New Terk, dug, uatd#‘nn&tsly. trlh;portltion then in Parie -
was 30 diarupted that, deapite the timely foresight which had dlistated

this measure, the oaees reaghed Berdeaux teo late %o be shipped ana

they too had o be burned b;'congrotn friends who feared they mizght rall 1
into the enemy's hamds. The Pt;4§ lrch1VlI existed in duplicate in

Geneva and it was gherefors hwﬁ;d by the Congress peseple in France that
*ith the burning ef the dosuments in Paris and Berdeaunx nla.all traced
of the histerical wealth aad rars items was deomed %o tetal destruetion. o
Biﬁcvor. by June 1940 tho §,rinal vere oaly s fev kilemsters away fream
Geneva nd. aghin it was fu‘{‘rod that alisn hadds would seise the Congrem
Eaterial, Again, the friemds of the Qengress saw valuadle doguments
going up in fiames 11t By their own hands. A few weskas boroio that

when Hollamd and Belgiun were invaded, the most imporiaat address lie4a

and files had been sent fronm Geneva %o the American Jewish Jongress in
New York. All important memoranmids, minutes of meetings, resslutions,
réports, 8ts. had deen trnnsrafrod to ¥ew York as a part of the regular
routine of the Paris effice; so that whem, in 1940, She VWerld Jewiszh
Cengress was transferred %8 Nor York, there was a auncleus with vhich te
begin the werk inm the Veaternm Eonitphoro.

The ‘fellawing is ae% in any way te bs regarded as a report en the

work of the Cengress - jif sersly as an astempp e give a pleture
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of ite organizational structurs.
SAFLRARAF R NErNDE
Early in 1932, wvhen the evil breath of Hitlervism first bdegan
to fan central Burope, Jevwvish leaders of vieion saw the nead for a
Forld Jewish bedy which would concera itself with the prodlems of
sur people,
Nahum
in Nay of that year, Dr, Goldmann visited the ¥, S, and afier
conferring with Dr. Stephen 5. ¥ise,returned te Eureps with the idea
of callint the first confersence of the prommlgated werlid Jewish body.
From September 1932 until April 18323 the Executive Oemmittes for the
VWorld Jewish Congress had its headquarsers ia Berlin, bdus after EHEigler'y
rise to power, was transferred to Geneva. After the dsath of Leo
Motzkin, Head of the Committes of Jewish Delegasions, in Novsmber 1933,
Dr. Goldmann was eleoctsd Chairman of the Commistes of Jswish Delegatieny,
and in 1934 the office of the Commitgce, which was in Paris, was de-
slgnated an the headquarters of the Executive Jommittes for the World
Jewish Congress.
The London office was establisked early iz 1935 under Dr. Maurige
L. Perlsweig and a cenferenae of Jewish aorganisations vwas conveked
July 1936; the Amerigan Jewish Congress assrved as the U. S. dranch
for the prsparatory work for the Werld Jewish Cengress.
Eefore the Congrees was definitely estadblished $there were three
pre=-Confarences; |
1) August 5th to 8¢k 1932 in Geneva with 120 delegetss
2) 1932 September 5th %o 8th, Geneva with EZ delegates
3) 1934 August 20-23, Gensva with 78 delegates |
Thsee® pre-Confersnces resulted in the unanimously adeptsd resolusion

to ocall a demegratically-elected World Jewish Congress. Up %o this
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time, there was the Executive Committee in gharge of the astivities

and proparatloﬁ of the firas4 Congress., The members of the Exesutive
Coxmitteas of the World Jewish Congress and of the Committee of

Jewlsh Delegations wers the follewing: Dr. Stephen 3. Vise,

Dr., ¥abum Goldmann, Dr. J. Hellmana, Kr. J. Lestschinsky, ¥r. Isasa
Haiditeh, Dr. M. Nuroek, Mr. A. Reiss, Dr. nonrrk.nnurln. Rabbi

Isaac Rubingtelm, Dr, A. Silberschein, Br. A. Tar takower.

Finally, froas August 8-16, 1936, the first World Jewish Jongress
took place in the Batiment Elscteral, the hall whers the Lesague eof
Natlons Bssembled before the erection of the new Leagus of Nations
Bulilding. 3'7-Iiolognto| from 33 countries partieipated Sn the
first Yorld Jewish Congressi Algeria, Argentina, Austria, Belgium,
Brasll, Eulgaria, Canada, Chide, Colombia, Czechoslovakie, Dansig,
Egypt, England, Estonia, Finland, France, Frensh Protectorates and
Colonies, Greage, Italy, Jugoslavia, lLatvia, Libya, Lithuanias,

Moreaso, Palestine, Peru, Pnland, Portugzal, Rumania, Spain, Switserland,
Tuniaia, and the United States. The list of names of the Adelagates
tg\tho first Werld Jewish Congress is atiached, After eight days of
doll$oratlon an Executive Committee, an ddministrative Committee
and B Council) of the Werld Jewish Congress with thé late Judge
Julian ¥W. Mack as Honorary President, was elected. Dr. stspheﬁ 8. Wise
was slegted Chairman of the Exeoutive Committee of whick the other
npnb-rc wers Robers Bollaack, Marc Jarblum, Israel Jefroykin, Dr. A, L.
xﬁhqwitski. Ieaag Najiditoh, Dr. ¥. Nureck, Rev., M, L. Perlswelg. Bince
s World Jewish Qongresss headguarters were %0 be in Paris, the members
of the Exegutive Oommittes wers chosen according te their propinquisy
te Parll..

Tho;rollovlng were sleated to the Administrative Committee of

the Gongiqilz Radbi I. Alealay, Dr. H. Barou, 3en Zvi, Rabbi Meley Berlia
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M. Bialoepolski, Dr. A, Blum, Rabbi 8. Bred, Horia Oarp, Dr. Meyer
Ebner, Radbbvi M. Elsendrath, Isidore Epsutein, Dr. Jeseph Fischer,
Dr. A. Garfunkel, Leen G‘llann. Adbraham Goldderg, Dr. Angele
foldstein, Dr. H. Gottlied, I. Grumdbauz, Dr. I. Hellmanm, DIr. R,
Howecha, Dr. K. Kleinbaum, Dr. M. Eramer, M. Kirschendaum,

Dr. 8. Z. Kahane, Prof. Horace M, Eallen, ¥W. Latsky-Bertoldi, Jaced
lestschinsky, Berl Looker, Dr. S. Margoshee, Prof. Jereme Kichael,
Dr, B. Mossinson, Fathan Perlman, E. N. Pprylucki, Ing. A. Reirse,

Dr. H. Rosmarin, Rabdbi . Eubinstein, Dr. I. Schipper, Dr. I.
Schwargbart, Dr. A. Silberschein, Max Silversiein, Joseph Rafasl
Sseressoweki, M. Szezupakievisxs, Dy. H. Sokal, Dr. FEmil Sommerstein,
Ing. R. Stricker, Dr. A, Tertakowey, Ir. J. Tenenbaum, N. Ussishkin,
David Yertheim, Dr. Grigory Wolff. One place each was reserved for
representatives of the Union of Jewish Communities ef Italy and
Switserland respectively; and two seats were set aside for repre-
sentatives of the Seuth American countries.

Dr. Goldmann, Chairman of the Administrative Ceommittes, wae
head of the Vorld Jewish (Congress in Europe and divided hie time
betwesen the offioes in Paria and Gensva.

A Pinange Committse mas also establisghed at the first ¥World
Jewish Coengress under the pheirmanship of My, lLouis Stuws. The
menmbers of this Cemmittes were J. Leichtman of New Yerk,

M. H, David, LCC of London and Henri de Toledo of Geneva,

In the course of the next few yesars, & number of the remaining
European countries were affiliated with the World Jewish Congrese -
Holland, under the chairmanghip of Professor David Cohen; luxembourg,
through the Luxembeurg Jewish Community, under the chairmaamship
of Rabbi Dr. R. Serebrenikx. By 182% the Verld Jewish Congress

counted among its affiliatee all the Eurepean geuntirdés with the

ox®®ption of Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Russia and Turkey. Pive
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gountries were affiliated with the World Jewish Congress through
their respective Union of Jewish Communities - whigh impliesd full
moembership of all adult Jows. These countries were Italy, Jugoslavia ,
Bulgaria, Rkmkkz& Finland, snd Switserland. The Jewish Party of
Czeshoslevakia whigh represented three-fourts of Gzech Jewry, alse
Joined the Warld Jewish Congress. Palestine was repressnied through
the Vaad Leumi, and in all other countries aommittees of the ¥orld
Jewish Congreas wers established. It wag ths aim of the Organization
Department of the World Jewigh Congress that these RJC Committess
shonld be established through the leading Jewish organizations of
the respeotive countries with the sooption of several of the leading
Jewish personalities.

In Paris, the World Jowleh Congress office comprised: the
Organization Department under Mr., Baruch Zuckerman {1937-38); the
Economics Department under Prof. Georg Deranhard; the Political
Department under Dr. Nahum Geldmann and M. Marg Jarblunm; ﬁo-ocrch
and Archive Depariment under Dr. Erneat EKnopfmacheyr; Yiddish
Depariment under Eliahu Toherikower. Mrs. Kate Knoffmacher was
Executive Ssaretary of the World Jewish Congress and in gharge of
the Paris and Geneva offices.

A vast amount of documentation on Jéwish problems was colleated,
particularly on the subjeot of Nazism and anti-Semitism which wae
then beginning to make itself felt throughout Europe. 40 dally
newspapars and 167 periodicals were read, olippsd and filed awhy
for future reference. The Congress lidbrary contained over 2,000
~ volumes, the grest majority of which were devoted o the subject of
Germany and Nasism. (Gradually, nonsJewish scholars and organizations,
the Forelgn Offise and the Quai d'Orsay turned to the World Jewisgh

Congress archives for data which was not to de found alcewhare.
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In Geneva, the World Jewish Congress maintained = constant
contzact with the League of Fatlons: sudmitted memeranda, yxisi
pstitions and lebbying among the delegatos and foreign ministers.
4t was st this time that Dr, Max Beer edited the well-kmown"Bulletin
du Congres Juif Mondial® which was interrupted by the cuntbreak aof
the war and the tfansfarence of the World Jewrish Congress to the
Veastearn Eemliasphere., The Juridical Counseler of the Geneva office
was Professor Paul Guggenheim,

Fellowing the Geneva Confarsnce the Eritish Seetion of the
Vorld Jewish Congress was ostadblishsd at a convention attended by
soveral hundred delegates; Dr. Maurice L, Perlsweig amxéxBxrxBEsxk
¥xxmaxxitx vas elestsd Ghairman and Dr. Neah Barou, Honorary Sec-
retary. In addition to these offigers, the following were elected:
the jarchioneas of Reading as Preeident and Prof. S. Brodeteky and
Fhiliyp Guedalla as Vige.Pregidents.

Early in Septeaber 1339, ths headquarters ef the Yorld Jewish
Congress were transferrsd to Geneva. Dr. ¥ahum Goldmann found it
necessary to divide his time betwen Paris and Geneva. Ir. Adolf
5ilberschein Jjoined the Geneva office in September 1939 #»r the
Relief and Rescus work. After the departure of ¥rs. Enopfmacher
in August 1940, ¥r, Gerard HEiegner teok over #he secrstaryship
of the Genava Office. In Kar. 1943¥. Marc Jarblum, who had hoon'
deing rescue work in France, ascaped ta_Gonova. whare he Jeihed
the ¥orld Jewish Congresa. In Januery and Fadbruary of 1940,

Dr, Goldmann again vialted the United States, this time in the
company of Dr, Perlaweig, later proceeding =2zlone to South America.
During thet tour, he met with Jevish communidy leadesrs of Argentina
and Braglil. Dr. Goldmann and Dr. Perlswalg raturned te Geneva at
ths end of Margh with the idea of tranaferring the ¥orld Jewish

Congress offisce to the Kastern Hemisphere. It was dy now evident
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that the Geneva office was becoming more and more a center for
relief work, due to the geogrpphical position OF Switserland

and its serving as a nmagnet for refugees and war-vigtims in flight.
The political aotivitdes of ths Congress were by then congentrated
in the Parie and London offices. After the capitulation of
France, there was no longer a doubt in anyono'qkind about the ad-
visability of aofting up the main dbureau in the United Staten.
Dr. Goldmann returned to New York in July 1940 and Dr. Parlzweig
Joined him at the end of the Jear. Dr. Tartakower, who had arrived
in this country a few months sarlier, assumed the pro-tem se-
cretaryship of the Hew York office, Dr: Perlzweig became the
Director of the Politigal Dopartmon*and Dr. Beer, who had also
arrived in Nev York at about thg sams time, beocames the liasson
officer between the Congress and the Free government movements
in ths United States.

The hoadquartere of the World Jeriah Consress wero get
up 42 the offices of the American Jewish Congress which had
heretofore served as the United States branch of the ¥Jg. Dr.
Jacod Robinson was appointed the Head ol the Institute of Jewish
Affairs, which was Jointly oreated by the Amerigan and World
Jewish Congress. In the course of the four Joars of its existence,
the Institute has amassed archives of inestimable value from the
historical, sosiological and egonomic standpoints, end hes es-
tablished contacts with similap institutions throughout the free
world and has an unbelievably somplete collection of Naxi mnd

satellite periedica.
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In Loudon, Dr. Perlaweig's place wac teken by Mr. S, S, Silverman,
P, first aw Chairman; in the aourze of 1941 Mr. Alex Easterman
Joined Dr. Barow as joint Hon. Searetary of the British Seation end
bYecame Political Secretary of the Buropean Divisien, Ths other
cfficers of the British 3Section arve: Vica~Proesidents, in eddition
to Philip Guedanlla, the Rt, Hon. Lord Melochett and Mrs. I.M. Sleff;
Viee-Chairmen: Rev. Dr. A, Cohea, Noraman Jaogobs and Fred Rattloer;
Joint Treasuraers: Alec Nathan, Ben Rubenstein. The Marshiomess of
Bgading ie Presldent of the British Section.

About a yoar after the New York office was sat up, tha EZxasoutive
S8taff was joined by Dr. A. Leon Eubcwitzlki, who organized the Eurg-
pean depreéesentative Coamltiees, Raddl irving Miller whe became the
General Seoretary of the World Jewiek Congress amd Mr. Bamuch
Zugkermaen, who took aver the Inter-Amerlisan and Organisation
Deparstents. Dr. Tartakower, Rabbi ¥iller and Kr. Zuckerman were
gsoopted as members of the Executive Committes, The U. 8. Exsautive
of the ¥orld Jewish Congress consistz of: Rabbi I. Alcalay, Roberg
Bellack, Rabhi Dr. 5. Federdusch, Leon Gellman, Rebbi Wolf Golad,

Dr. Nabum Goldmann, Max Kopstein, Dr. 4. L. Kubowitski, J. Leichtman,
Loula Levine, Louls kixpxx Lipsky, Dr. B. Margoshes, Rabbi Irving
Riller, Issac Heiditoh, Dr. k. L. Perlzweig, Dr. Jacod Radbineegn,

Rabbi I. Rubinstein, Louils Segel, Carl Sherman, Louts Sture,

Dr. A. Tartakower, Ir. Jeoseph Tonenboum, Mrs. A. K. Vixman,

Dr. Stephen S. ¥Fiaa, Barugh Zuckerman.

the officars ol the World Jewish Gongress in the United Statas
are: Dr. Stgphen 3. ¥ise, Chairman of the Executive Committes;

Dr. dahum Goldmann, Chairman of the Administrative Committes:
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Nr. Louis Lipeky, Chairman of the Oommneil; Raddi Irving Miller,
Lxegutive Saegretary; Dr. M., L. Perlawailg, Head of the Folitiéal
Departmenti Dr. A. Leon Eubowitzki, Hoad of the Zascue Dapartment;
Lr. Arieh Tartakower, Head of the Department of Raelief ani Re-
habilitdtion; Mr. Baruch Zuakerman, Head of the Organization
Department and Inter-“merican Jewish Council; Dr. Janob Robinson,
Lead of the Institute of sha Jewish Affairs of the American and
¥orld Jewish Oongress; Mrs. Kate ¥Xnopfmacher, Administrative
Segratary.
« - Ve must now retrage our ateps a few yeers. At the end of
1839, when it became obvious that the World Jewish Congress must
be transferred soross the ocesn, the Executive of the FParis office
delegeted Dr. Jacob Eellmen to go to Argentina for the pumpose of
establishing & South Ameriocan office. This he did in Busenos Alres
in January 1940. lrs. Kate Knopfmacher, who left Cgneva in
Augnet of the same year, wag given & siﬁllar mission for Central
Amsrica. In leéh 1941, she esteblished the Centrel American
office of the World Jewish Congress in Mexico City. Iuve to the
activities of both these lLetin Agerican offices, the number of
comnmunities affiliated with the Congress increased gonsidsrably
a0 that, today, with the exosption of Paraguay, all Ceantral and
South American Jeswries are members of the WJC familles. Dr. Hellman
s s$111 theDiregtor of the Routh Amerisan bureau, dui Mrs, Enepf-
macher is Aow in New York, whers she has assumed the post of
Administrative Searetary of the World Jewish Congresa. The presentg
Directoxr of the Mexican office is Mr, Moises Glikowsii,

In December 1941, Dr. Eubowitzkl astabliched the Jewishlaa-
pressntativeCommittees of the World Jaswish Congress, composed of
former leaders of silenased Jewish communities in Enrope tnd who naw
foudd themsslives in the United States. It must be clearly understoed

that the object of these committees was not te
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aspuns present and future loadership for thalr respactlve gcom-
munities ,but mersly to 2ot as temporary custodianas of thelr
interssts. 7The following are the Committees which ware aat up:
Austrian Jewish Bepresentative Committes, Siegfrisd Altman, Chair-
man, Dr. Yacar Kspbasch, Secretary; Belgian Conmittee, ir, iduma
Torcsyner, Chairman, ¥r., Jules Wellner; Bulgarian Comnuittee,
Y. Hachmias, Secretary; Csechoslovakian Committee, Dr. F. Fried,
Chairman, Prof. Hugo Peruts, Gecretary; Danish (Jommittes, leo
Nathan, Chalrmeni French Coumittes,/Capt. Pierre Dreyfus, Viga-
chairman.-HiE;I\EB¥fi§}'GEhlrman{ Dr. Sasia Erliggﬁtggérotary:
Cerman com;;¥¥337—nrf”ﬁh}ﬂinrBOBanbluth. Chairuan, Dr. Gerzard
dacoby, Secretaryj Greek Committee, Simon 8. Nessim, Chairmen;
Eungarian Committee, dr. Mawwioce Honig, Chairman, Dr. = Julius 8.
Fiscoer, Secretary; Italian Committee, Dr. A, Treves, Chairman,
LTe K. Bernstein, Segretary; Latvia~-Estonia Committees, Professor
Max Laserson, Chairman; Lithuanian Committee; Dr. Lazar Lewenstein,
Chairmani Lukembourg Committes, Ir. Frank Mayer, Chairman, Mr. 8.
Leid, Secretary; Dutch Commitise, Habbi D. A. Jeesurun Cardose,
Cheirman, Dr. B..épier. Secretary; Folish Committies, Dr. A. Tartakowver,
Ghairman, kr. lkoshe Foliaklewicg, Secretary; Rumanian Committes,
Jacod kosenthal, Chairman, Alexander luncan, Searetaryi Iugoslarv
Committee, Dr. Peul Henbergar, Chairsan, Boman Smucer, Searstary.
¥1th the liberation of Enrapsan csountries, the 1espective Commiittes
immediately establishes contasct with the Jewish comaumity in the
mother~-country and places itself at the esrvice of its old community.
To date, this has besn the case with France (with the exeeption of
Alsmca), Italy (with the excepticon of Nerthern Italy), kulgaria,

aammnia, Luzembourg, EBelgium and Greece.
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In Octeber 1241 Mr., Isiac Velissman assumed the agensy of the WJC
for rescue work in Portugal. It 1s thanks to the indefatigahle
work and devotion of Mr. Welssman that many unfortunstes who esa-
caped deeth across the border of France are alive today.

In ODctober 1844 the Nordic Section of the ¥orld Jewish Congress
vaa sstablished in Stockholm under the Chairmanship of Chief RabddL
Dr. Mareus Ehranpreins {who was acocopted a member of the World Jewish
Congrass Exacutive in March 1844).

In September 1944, when hie return to France was possible,

Mareg Jarblum resumed his rescue and relief work for the World Jewish
Congraese in Paris.
The following is a complete list of the various departments and

collaborators of the New York offiae of the Yorld Jewish Oongrese:




Ordinarlly, 8 yeats after the creation of an organization there is no need
to review the history of its founding.a#® Though the-WI8~trad its—birthl
$n=l036~ Such is however not the case with the World Tewish Congress.,

Very few people know that with the capitutation of Rrance and the flight
tfnne e its

“—tho Paris(BT?Tﬁezazfﬁ archives - consisting of address lists, filing
cards and voluminous cérrespondence, with almost all the countries of the
world - had to be destroyed, for purposes of security. A few weeks before
8 number of large cases containing the more important documents zhad been
sent to Bordeaux for eventual shipment to the Aﬁé,in N.Y. But unfortunately
transportation Wyt timely
cenditions then in Paris wewme so disrupted that, despite the foresight which
had dictated this measure, the cases reached Bordeaux too late to be shipped
8nd they too bad to be burnad by Congress friends who feared they might fall
into the enemy's hands. The Paris archives existed in duplicate in Geneve
and it was therefore hoped by the Congress people in France that with the
burning of the documents in Paris and Bordeaus not all trace of the historica
westlh and rere items Jgg; doomed to total destructicn. However, by June
1940 the Germens were only a few kilometers away from Geneva and again it

was feared that alien hands would seize the Congress material. Again, the

friends of the Congress saw valuable documents going up in flames 1it by

-~ their own hands. A few weeks before that when Holland and Belgium were
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"~ invaded, the most important address lists and v . had been sent

- e’ )
from Geneva tb the AJC in N.Y. All important memoranda, minutes of meetings,

resolutions, reports, etc. had been transferred to N.Y. as a part of the
reguler routine of the Paris office; so that when, in 1940, the WIC was
transferred t o New York, there was a nucleus with which to begin the work®
in the Western Hemisphere,
- e _
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Early in 1932, when the sourge of Hitlerismlbegan tb make. i self folt—

=7 gentral Europe, Jewish leaders of vision saw the need for a World Jewish

body which would econcern itself with the problems of our people.
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In May of that year, Dr. Goldmann visited the U.S. and after
conferring with Dr. Stephen 8. Wise and- ¥r. Bernand S+ Deutsch;,—the -
Fresldent.-of—the-AFe¢—=t-that-ttse, returned to Europe with the idea

of calllng the first conference of the or. omulgated world Jewish

body. From Sept. 1932 until April 1933 the,Committee/ez Jewish
#H

headed-by Leon Metsitin, had i1ts headquarters in Berlin,

but after Hitler!s rise to power was transferred to Geneva. After
Ae oot Afé e ccanfie. a{ o
thes death of Leo Motzkin{ln Novemher 1933, Dr. Goldman was elected

Chairman of the Co.mittee of Jewlsh dele gations, and in 1934 the
office of the Committee, which was 1in Geﬁe¥a, was designated as

the headquarters of the Executive Committee %f the World Jewlsh Con.
The London bva“ck was established in /7J57iunder Dr. Maurice
o L ¢ ‘_" 5 {ju“ R Ji; S \ w ) /“'f'

L. Perlzw91 and in he U.u.the Ame‘ican Jewish Congress affililebed

!'- P
PR Y ; 1

ftself With the horld Jewish Conaress.

Before the Congress was definitf . ely established there were

three pre~Conferences:

1) 8eptocber 4-9, 1932 in Geneva with 120 delegates

2) 1933, Geneva,:, - .. a2, fh' '“”'2‘_ mﬁ%mf
' f e, e Lo h I 252/ '
3) 1934, Geneva ° N7 g (78

These pre-Conferences resulted in the unanimously adopted resolution
to call a democratically elected World Jewlsh Congress, Up to this
time, there was an Executive Committees in charge of the activities
and preparatlon of the first Congress. The members of the Executive
Committee of the World Jewlsh Congress and of the and of the Com-
mittee of Jewlsn D2legations were the following: ©Dr, Stpeghn S. Wise,
Dr. Kehw. Goldmann, Dr. J. Bellmann, ir. J. Lestschinsky, Mr. Isaac
Naiditeh, Dr. M. Nurock, ur. A. Kelss, Dr. Henryk HRosumarin, Rabbil

I. Rubinstein, Dr. A, Silberschein, Dr. A. Tartakower,

Finally, frow August 8-15, 1936, the first Vorld Jewlsh Congress

took place in the Batiment Electoral, the hall where the ILeague of



/7 Nations assembaded before the erection of the new League of Nations Buidding.
) delegates from 33 countries participsted in the first World
Jewish Congress: Algeria, Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Canada, Chile, Colombla, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Egypt, England, Estonia,
Finland, France, French Protectorates, XBEXxIXXXEX¥HX XXEXZXXHAY and Colonies,
Greece, Italy, Jugodlavia, ILatvia, Libya, Lithuania, liorocco, Palestine,
Peru, Poland, Portugal, Rumania, Spain, Switzerland, Tunisia, and the UnitedXxt
States. The list of names of the delegates to tne first World Jewlish Con-
f' gress 1s attached. After B days of deliberation an Executive Committee,
an Administrative Commitbee and a Gouncil of the fHArat World Jewisn Congress
D Fie,s 4’ Z aed fZB T s Teg Flrmta Lu s i
Cﬂki"was electggaby% étephen é%ﬂJﬁ e was elected Chairman of tne Executive

Committee of which the other members are Robert Bollack, Marc Jarblug, Israel

Jefroykin, Dr. A. L. Kubowitzki, Isaac Naiditch, Dr. M. Nurock, Rev. M. L.
Perlzweig. SineeXIRMXHExACHAXKAXIXHE the World Jewish Congress headquarters
were to be in Paris, the members of the Executive Committee were chosen
accordiNg to their propinquity to Paris,

The followlng were elected to the Administrative Committee of the Con-
gress: Rabbl I. Alcalay, Dr. N. Barou, Ben Zvi, ieier Berlin, M. Bialopolski,
Dr. A.lBlum, Rapbpi 5. Brod, Horia Carp, Dr. Mayer Ebner, Rabbi M. Elsendrath,
Isidore Epstein, Dr.Jospeh Fischer, Dr. A. Garfunkel, Leon Gellman, Abraham
Goldberg, Dr. Angelo Goldsatein, Dr. H. Gottlieb, I Grunbaum, Dr. I. Hellmann, {
br. R. Howscha, Dr. i. Kleinbaum, Dr. M. Kramer, M. Kirschenbaum, Dr. 8. Z.
Kahane, Prof. Horace s. Kallen, W. Latsky-Bertoldi, Jacob Lestschinsky, Berl
Locker, Dr. S. Margoshes, prof. Jerome lMichael, Dr. B. Mossinson, Nathan
Perlman, E.N. Prylucki, Ing. A. Reiss, Dr. H. Rosmarin, Rabbi I, Rubinstein, Dr
I. Schipper, Dr. I, Schwarzbart, Dr, A. Silberschein, iax Silversteln, Joseph
Rafael Szereszowskl, M. Szczupakiewicz, Dr. H. Sokal, Dr. Emil Sommerstein,
Ing. K. S;ricker, Dr. A. Tartakower, Dr. J. Tenenbaum, M. Ussishkin, David Wer-
theim, Dr. Grigory Weolff. One place each was reserved for representatives

of the Unlon of Jewish Communities of Italy and Switzekland respectively; and

g
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two seats Wwere set aside for representatives of tne Soutn American
countries,

Dr. Goldmann, Chalrman of the Admlnlstrative Commlttee, was head
of the World Jewlsh Congress in Rurope and divided his time between the
offlces 1n Parls and Geneva.

A Flaanmce Committes was aslo established at the first Wo-ld Jewish
Congress under the cnairmanship of Mr. Louis Sturz, which-was-—at-the~
dispesal-of theExvsantive Committee. Tb%L?embers of thls Commlittee were

-

J. Lelchtaan of New York, . H. Davis, L@p“of London and Henrl de THXR

Toledo of Geneva.

a.MAMM-ﬂL“’
uK In the course of the next few years, m&ng’SE_Eﬂé rexmaining European

countries
were afflllated with the irorld Jewish Congress - Holland, under the

chairuansnuip of Professor David Cohen; Luxembourg, througn the Luxem-
bourg Jewlsn community, under the chairusanship of Rabbl Dr. R. Serebrenik.
By 1939 the World Jewish Congress counted among its affiliates all the

European countries with the exception of Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Russia,

‘and Turkey. Flve countries were afflliated with the WJC through their

reapective Undon of Jewish Communitiss -~ which implied full membership
of all adult Jews, BRXKMMXABKHEMIBAXANXAUKAXXNH These countries e
Italy, Ju_oslavia, Bulgaria, Finland, and Switzerland. The Jewish Paryy
of Czechoslovakia, which rspresented 3/4 of Czech Jewry, also joined the
wWJC. Palestine was represented through the vaad lLeumi, and in all other

countries committees of the World Jewish Congress were established. -EX&c-

tions of delegates to the Tongress were conducted as democratically as,

-poaslibla, It was the aiw of the Organization Dept. of the WJC that these

WJC Committees should be established through the leading Jewisn organiza-
tions of the respective countries wlth the cooption of several of the

leadlng Jewlsh perscnalities,
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In Paris, the WJC office was rather. eloborate; witi#E the Organization

Dept. under iir. Baruch Zuckerwan (1937-38); the ECconomics Dept. under
Prof. Georg Bernhard; tne Political @ept.,under Dr. Nahur Goldmann and 1,

{ Marc Jarblum; Research and Archive Depé’;, Dr. Ernsﬂfnl/Knopfmacher- Publ ecstiong:.
Yiddish Departmenty under Eliahu Tcherikowsr, ike—well kmown nistorian. a-d

/ B R RSB 5: 11 MRS omatar

Mrs., Kate Knopf'r.acher- was ti¥% Executlive Secretaryaof the Pal is s3- ""el" as in

-

—charz ﬂnafhda-he ganeva offices.
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Y, Iﬂj%&??ﬂﬂg% vast amount of documentation on Jewish problems was col-
{ lected, varticularly on the subject of Nakésm and anti-Semitism which wes
/ theﬁ beginning to make itgself felt throughout Burope. 40 daily newspapers
and 167 periodicals were read,am clipped and filed away for Tuture re-
Terence. The Congress library contained over 2,000 volumes, the great
majority of which were devoted to the ject of Germany fﬂé Nazlsm ra-

\ ”§?ﬂ¥r” B agin 4457

dually, non-Jewish scholars and organlzatlonﬂ!turned to the WJC archlves
for data which was not mszmmk¥sd to be found elsewhere.

t-e Boycoft Committee ofr the WJC was founded with

opfmachéé as ik¥s“European di;eé%or and Dr, ,// Tennenbaum
£ K
itsschief e#ponent if- nited States. The WJC was the- flrét Jewish

DAL 41 he importance of économic bo ott as the
t instrument against/the wi df1r¢ growth of Nazism/AAn Germany.
In Geneva, the WJC maintained a constant contact with the League of

Nations: submitting memoranda, petitions and haxkms

e . EESITORE and lobbying abong the dele

——— T

at this time that Dr.Max Beer edited the wellknown Bulletin du Congres Juif

gates and foreign ministers. It was

Mondial which was interrupted by the outbreak of the war and the transfer~

ence of the WIC to the Western Hemisphere. The Juridical Counselor of the

Geneva office was Prof.Paul Guggenheimgnmhn_mademmang*nalueble-ccntaets-
with-members of the League of Nations.

;lkﬁﬂn— . ?ow.»q,ﬁc—pd&e g 7
Nmaaégzie?ﬁﬁe:»-—*~dthe British Sectlon of the WJO was established

at W;L{‘:»"-E},-—‘grh Adaz“./ ¢ o ﬁ"?. R I S PR S

)
in_Tondon.under. the chairmanship of Dr.iaurice I Pexrlzweig and-wiﬁﬁbqﬂya
e i )
Wz’fm a.“a-)c;l: A/e-.:.e @’l«e“/ ﬂvumé.w &%Wd—wi&e,.& uta.x A
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Ma” m <lrw®s

arly in September 1939, the headquarters of the WJIC were transferred

to Geneva. Dr.Nahum Goldmann found it necessary to divide his time between

Llgm [ '..'l\

. Gole -
\\Parls and ?ﬁgeva.x\In £§§§§§§Q4Feﬁruary and-iaye? of 1940, h@-V151ted the
R

\'L-l/s
United State% in the company of Ir.Perlzweig, later Proceeding alone to
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-\ Dr.Adol$ Silbverschein joined the Geneva office in N SRR 1939,

for the Relief and Rescue work. After the departure of Mrs.Knocpdmacher
ol fie Lt B icc.,
in August 1940, Mr.Gerilard Riegner took over the Secretaryships, In

f ¢ 4 VeV V3 M Mare Jarblum, who had been been doing rescue work in
Wt

4 France, esocaped to Geneva, where he joined the WJC.
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south America., Durlng that tour, he met with Jewish community leaders . of

4 C'.L-_, E I B {/ 13

- | ol T o (4o £ned 4 H‘““’f
Dr. Goldmannﬂreturned to benevﬁxmniLthe idea of transferring the WJIC of-

Tfice to the Western Hemisphere. It~ha¢ by now hecome evident that the
Geneva office was becoming more and more a center for relief work, due to
the geographical position of Switzerland and its serving as a magnet for
refugees and war-vietims in flight. The political activities of +the
Congress were by then concentrated in the Paris and London offices. After
the Bapitulation of France, there was no longer a doubt in anyone's mind
about the advisability of setting up the main bureau in the United States.

Drx. Goldmann returned to New York in July 1940 and Dr.Perlzweig joined him

f‘-’-r‘t' ":\f. "( byt . .
shoztly uquEaffE@ Dr.Tartakower, who had arrived in this country a few

months Xakex earlier, assumed the pro-tem Secretaryship of the New York

LV

sl
T“IE:’\\offlce, Dr.Perlzwelg became the Dlrector of the Polltlcal Department-ané
1 &L—g F,«o—(‘.q.,[, [ Wl EN Sl oLy ﬁPJ 7!.\.,..,, o e Ohes s rmdey, i £LD €rvinnt o
;?% ‘Dr.Beer, who had also arrived in New York at about the same time, became

‘! “’_w-\f»
A D,

j;r“ «~§{n the United States.

pile et

o, .

&' Le T S
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v ;}f/hhich had herefofore served as the United States branch of the WJC. zxhauk

AR

e llalson officer between the Congress and the Free government movements
The headquarters of the WJC were set up in the offices of the AJC,

| eRexxeaxxkatEx Dr.Jadob Robinson was appointed the Head of the Institute

U
:‘pj\ iOf Jewish Affairs, which was jointly created by the American and World

ﬂf‘;'; \Jewish Congress. In the course of the four years of its existence, the
g%ﬁ%?iﬁ. nstitute has amassed archives of inestimable value x from the histogical,
:*'“ ';Sooiological and economic standpoints, grs has established contacts with
G ! :

/
a2, similar institutions throughout the free world and has an ubbelievably

f
Luy “’\Complete collection of Nazi and satellite periodica.

About a year after the New York office was set up, the executlve
g C‘M;l:\m we Her Eanon Pty AT e

staff was joined by Dr.A. Leon Kabowitzki mﬁﬁxﬁﬁiﬁhkxﬁhgﬁxiha Rabbih ~
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Irving yiller who momxmxsmmadxklizx Became the (General Secretary of the WJC
and Mr.Baruch Zuckerman, who took over the Inter-American and Organization

Departments. Dr.Tartakower, Rabbi Miller and Mr.Zuckerman were coopted as /.

Aba, S. ,g,a_-a.._.i«.aca/ z_,)c? L Qtade (,0 ‘Y,

- -

members of the Executive Committee, O

. /4 \.u’”"? t; // ’

The officers of the WJC in the United States are: (see p.4 - XV)

\-

We must now retrace our steps a few years. At the end of 1939, when
it became obvious tha¥ the WJC must be transferred across the ocean, the
Executive of the Paris office delegated Dr.Jacob Hellman to go to Argentina
for the purpose of establishing a South American office. This he did in

Buenoa Aires, in

/January, 1940, Mrs.Kate Knopfmacher, who = left Geneva
r

in August of the same year, was given a similar mission for Central America.

In March, 1941, she establshed the Central American office of the WJC in

Mexico City. Due to the activities of both these Latin American offices,

the number of communities affiliated with the Congress increased considerab-

1y so that, today, with the exception of Paraguay, all Central and South

American Jewries are members of the WJC families. Dr.Hellman is still the

Director of the South American bureau, but Mrs.Knepfmacher is now in FNew YVrk,
YN C . R AT

where she has assumedfgggié%%;post of Administrativg'Secfetarff' The nEw

present Director of the Mexican office is Mr.Mgises Glikowski.
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In December, 1941, Dr.Kubowitzki established tije Jewish Representative
e fececey vl A et fecr o
Committees of the WJC, composed of former kmsmd Jewish leadersjwho now found
themselves in the United States. It must be clearly understood that the obj-
ect of these committees was not to assume present and future leadership mxx
for their respective sgmmmitxi® communities, but merely to act as temporary

custodians of their interests. The following are the Committees which were

set up: ( Emumerate, giving present Chairmen and Secretary)
<y, /’ . 24 . o
- ‘?4 L R4 ty " 4 >
European
With the liveration of xkﬁxxﬂszxxxxﬂ countries, the respective Committee
immediately

establishes contact with the Jewish community in the mother-country and places

itself at the service of Xhsx its old community. To date, th}s has been the

. N
«_-~/"1 2 { =,'a . Fir sy p [t )
case with ;L“dﬂ‘gtf [ Ve di“if 7 e L Qb
v / o '\,Ef\__, \‘\.)\.’*{M\
«,lf’ ’*:'- * f
/ .
& -t ) £ 0
/0o i) lwilh e, yﬁw% il.t)
Lo In Cﬁmf/ Mr.Isaac Weissman assumed the agency of the WJC

for rescue work in Portugal. It $s thanks to the indefatigable work and

devotion of Mr.Weissman that many unfortunates who escaped death across the

border of Prance are alive today.
S;A;Wb In G~y oV the Nordic Section of the WJC was established in

Stockheclm under the Chairmanship of %r.Marcus Ehrenpreis (who was coopted as
" a member of the WJC Executive in-\wfit—?ﬁw‘w S

In September 1944, when his return to Prance was possible, Marc Jarblum

resumed his rescue and relief work for the WJIC in Paris. ’

The following is a complete list of the various departments and col-
laborators of the New York office of the WJC:
Norde, b e
CpL ' RN
?’lxﬁ’ax‘ AL A

W
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ORGANIZATIONAL REPQRT

First X8 Vorld Jewish Congrese August 8-15, 1936, Geneva,.in Batiment
Electoral, the hall where the Assemblies of the League of Nations took
place before the new League of Nations Building was erectdd.

Thre2e pre-Conferences:
1) September 4-9, 1932 in Geneva with 120 delegates
2) 1933 - Geneva — —_— - R i
2) 1934 .~ Geneva —n e Lo

- ———— ot
-

e
These pre-Conferences resulted in the unanimously adopted resclution
to call a Torld Jewish Congress democratic-11ly elected. Untll the con-
vocation of this first Congress, the Executive Committes o the Vorld
Jewlsh Congress was in charge. of the activities and nreparation of the
first Congress. The members of the Executive Committes for the Torlad
Jewish Congress and of the £xecutive of the Committee of Jewieh dele-
gations were the folLlowing: Dr, Stephen S. Vise, Dr. Hahum Goldmann,
.r. Hobert bollack, Rabbl S. Brod, LCC . H, Devis, Israel Jefroykin,
Dr. J., Lellmann, Hr. J. Lestschinsky, M¥r, Isaac Naiditech, Dr. u. durocik,
#Ts A. Heiss, Dr. Lenryk Rosmarin, Rabbi I. Rubinstein, Dr. A. Silber-
schein, Dr. A. Tartakower,

In iday 1932, Dr. Goldmann returning froam the U. S., upon the rogquest
of Dr. Tise (#merican Jewish Congress) and EBernard S. Deutschj (Presi-
dent of the American Jewish Congress at that time) called for the
first Conference; he was assisted by irs. Kate Knopfmaclker,

Committee of Jewish Delegations headed by Lso HMotzkin, one of the
compeneénts of the VTorld Jewish Congress. deadquarters. from September
1932 until April 1933 were in Berlin, but after Hitler's rise to powexg
they woere tran€ferred to Geneva., After the death of Leo Lotzkin 1in
tfovembsr 1933, Dr, Goldmann was blected Chairman of the Committee of
Jewlish ddlegations, 2nd in January 1934 the office of the Committee of
Jowish dslegations was declared headquarters of the Executive Committae
- % the %orld Jewish Congress. La siege socizle (legal seat) remained

in Geneva. [

The London branch was estazblished in under Ir. Hamrice
L. Perlzweig and in the U. S, the american Jevish Congress acted as
branch of the Uorld Jewish Congress.

In the first World Jewish Congress Auguat 1936 delegates took
. part from 33 countries. (Algeria, Argentine, Austria, Belgium, Brazil,
V @amxdayxBkikeyx@pizmx Bulgaria, Canade, Chile, Coloambia, Czechoslovakisas,
Danzlg, Egypt, Eangland, Estonia, Fingldnd, France, French Protectorates
and Colonies, Greece, Italy, Jugoslavia, Latvia, Libya, Lithuania,
liorocco, Palestine, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Humania, Spain, Switzerlaxd,
Tunisia, United States). The nemes of the delegates to the first
World Jemwish Congress are listed attached. After eight days of delib-
eration, the first Vorld Jewrisha Congress elected an Executive Committea,
an AdminlustBative Committee and a Council of the %orld Jewish Congress,
Dr. Stepheén 5. Vise was elected Chaeirman of the Executive Committes,
ilembers of the Executive Committee: Robert Bollack, HMarc Jarblum,
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Israel Jefroykin, Dr. A. L. XKubowitzki, Isaac ¥alditch, Dr. H.
Turoek, Rev. it. L. Perlzweig. As the headquarters of the World
Jewish Congress were to be 1in Paris, the members of the Executive
4 Gommittee werse chosen according to their residence in the vicinilty
o of Paris./ The following wereo elocted as Administrative Committese

at the Congress: Rabdbi I, Alcalay, Dr. N. Barou, Ben Zwi, HaBbi Meler
Berlin, 4. Bialopolski, Dr. A. Blum, Rabbi 5. Brod, Horia Carp,

Dr. Hayer Ebner, Rabbi ¥. Eisendrath, Isidore Epstein, Dr. Joseph
¥ischer, Dr. A. Garfunkel, Leon Gellman, Abreham Goldbverg,

Dr. Angddo Goldstelin, Dr. H. Gottlieb, 1, Grunbaum, Dr. I. Hellmann,
Dir. R. Eowscha, Dr. M. Kleinbaum, Dr. ¥. Kramer, k. Eirschenbsum,
pr. S. Z. Kahane, Prof. Horace M. Kallen, V. Latzky-Bertoldl,

Jacob Lestschinsky, Berl Locker, Dr. S. liargoshes, Prof. Jerome
4ichael, Dr. B, liossinson, Nathan Perlman,,E. N. Prylmeckl, Ing.

A, Reiss, Dr. H. Rosmarin, Rabdbbi I. Rubipstein, Dr. I. Schipper,

?r. 1. Schwarzbart, Dr. A- $3lberschein, Max Silverstein, Joseph
Sprinzak, Louils Segal, Rabbi Jarry J. Stern, I. L. Szczeransky,
Rafael Szereszowski, H. Szczupakiewicz, Dr. H. Sokal, Dr. Emill
Sommerstein, Ing. R. stricker, Dr. A. Tartakower, Dr. J. Tenenbaun,
4. Ussishkin, David vertheim, Dr. Grigory %olff. For representatives
of the Union of Jewish communities{ of Italy and Switzerland, one
place each was reserved as well as two seats for representatlves

of South Amerlcan countrles.

/ List of the members of the Council attached. N
It was.decided that the members of the Executive Committee shall
have 2 seat in the Administrative Committee; the members of the
Aamtnistrative Committee shall have seat and vote in the Council.
Phe—wenher: of the-thrss=redies “HIvs L T Ot O BT PIEETes,
All three bodies have the right of cooption. :

frax® A Pinance Committes was also eledted at the first World
Jewish Congress, for whosse cooperation the Executive Committee had
f : the right to asi. Under the chairmanip of Kr. Louils 3turz, the
&", members of the Finance Committee wore: J. Leichtman, Kew York,

Y., H. Davis, LCC, London and Kenri de Toledo, Geneva.

_Dr, Goldmann, chalrman of the Administrative Committee of the
World Jewish Congress, was the head of the World Jewish Congress

in Burope, dividing his time imx hetween the officqsin Peris and

Geneva. _ .7 . : ,

G‘j‘,-{ ’l‘-,-_-ff.“_' B S 1. R ) > e ‘;,:'(;’

uéague of Nationg Asdemblies,‘Coun¢il of the Leagué-of Nitiods &'

,;éémg, . ! y . ] i © >
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tn the course of the next few years, & pumber of remaining countries

mere affiliated with the WJC - Holland under the chalrmanshlp of

N Professor David Cohen; Luxembourg, through the LuxembourgJewish |

- community, under the chairmanship of .Rabbi Dr. R. Serebrenik. ¥Iw L4
1939 all European countries werse affiliated with the WJC with /
the exception of Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Russia, Turkey. Five

-

Y
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i\ Jarblum; ‘Research work and Archives of the World Jewish Congress,

i 3.
Cos
countries, namely, Italy, Jugoslavia, Bulgarla, Finland and pLis e O
Switzerland, were affilisted with the ¥JC through the Union of/ ,’
Jewish communities of the respective countries, which : full

membership &% all aduli Jews of the countries in guestion. In
Czechoslovalkfia, the Jewish Party which represented 3/4 of Czech
Jewry represented the Congress and Palestine was afflliated through
the Vaad Leumi. In all other countries, committees for the Vorld
Jewish Congress were established. In most of the countréés the
delegates to the Congress were elected through democratlc elections
sln all the other countries, the elections were held as democratically
\aa_ ossible. _.» ' .

—— e T

s
" ' Phé Geneva office was active in all work commected with the League
of Hations. Petitions, memoranda, contact with the Secretariat of
“the lLeague of Nations end at the sesalons with the delegates and
% the foreign ministers. Juridical Counselor - Geneva office - Prof,
Paul Ggggenhein,

 ““The mmgax Paris office hed the Orgalzational Department (1937-8 -
Lr. Baruch Zuckerman); the Economic Depar tment under Prof. Georgk.x_,J
Bernhard; the Political Department, Dr. ¥. Goldmann and Y. Mare ~° 7
. Dr. Ernst Knopfmacher; Publications - Yiddigh Department -fTsherkkower,
~ Executive Secretary of the Paris office - Mrs. Knopfmacherfif”l o y
AN -3 ORI 4 PO < WA VRGNV (LR S
In England under the chairmanship of Dr. M.L.Perlzweig, the British
s Section of the World Jewish Congress was established with
Professor Brodetsky and Philip Guedala as Vice-Presidents; Lady
Reading R : ot

e

?In September 1939, at the ocutbreak of the war, the headguarters of
the World Jewish Congress were transferred to Switzerland as a neutral
~ country. Dr. Goldmann was partly in Geneva and partly in Paris.
' Dr. Goldmann, after having vieited the U, 5., together with
" Dr. Perlzweig in February and larch 1940, and during this time
Dr. Goldmann also visited Argentina” and mgrious other South American
_ Bountries, returned to Gemeva with the idea of the possibllity of
.. transferring the Vorld Jewish Congress to the Western Hemisphero,

-~ The Genepga office become, during the first year of the war, mors and

more an office “help o# the war-stricken Jewish population
of Burope.—The political activities of the World Jowish Congress
were concentrated more and more in the Paris office and in the
British Section in London.

After the fall of France, it became clear what the headguarters of
the Torld Jewish Congresse hed to be transferred to New York.

" Dr. Goldmann came to the U. S$. in July 1940 and called Dr, Perlzweig
from London to Wew York, where Dr. Tartakower had already arrived a
few months before. The headquarters of the WJ{ were established in
the offices of the Amrican Jewish Congress, the branch of the
Yorld Jewish Congress for the United States. A few months later,
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Dr. Leon Kubowitzki, Dr. Jacobd Robimson, Rab®i Irving ?f{:er
and Ur. Baruch Zuckermen joined the offices of the WJC{ Dr., Tar takows
Mr. Zuckerman and Rabbi Miller were coopted members of the Executive.
Other coopted members of the Executive Committee were:l IR

-

e e -

e
N e
‘—2: e ) Lo :F”ig ’qf .
" 0fficers of the World Jewish Congresé/ﬁre the followirg: Dr. Stephen
S, Wise, Chairman of the Executive Committee; Dr. Nahum Goldmé&nn,
Vhairman of the Administrative Committee; Mr. Louls Lipsky. Chairman
of the Council; Rabbi Irving Hiller, Executive Secretary; Dr. Ud. L.
.~ Perlzweig, Head of the Political Department; Dr. A. leon Eubowitzki,

@Q\; Head of the Rescue Department; Dr. Arieh Tartakower, Head of the -

>

s

o f

Department of Relief and Rehabilitation; Hr. Baruch Zuckermen, Head
of the Orgenization Department and Inter-Apmerican Jewish Council;
#,ﬁr. Jacob Robinson, Head of the Institutdfofﬂthe American and World
Jewish Congress; Hre. Kafq Knopfmacher, Adwministrative Secretary.

1, .

e kot . g . ST T .

telations with Latin America - At the end of 1939, the Executive of

the WJC in Paris delegated Dr. Jacob Lellman tof"Argentina, where he

established en office for the Torld Jewish Congress in South America
in January 1940:’Mrs.%§nopfmacher, after leaving Switzerland in

August 1940 and after tomring South and Central America, was asked

to establish an office of the wJC in Mexico for the Central American

countries in [farch 1941. Due to the activities of both these repre-

sentatives in Argentina and llexico, the contacts with the alrsady
affiliated communities of Latin America wers strengthened and new
affiliations came 1into being, so that at present all countries of

the Vestern Hemisphere are affiliated with the WJC with the exception

of Paraguay. Dr. Hellman 1s st111 the Head of the Buenos Aires office,

rhereas urs. Knopfmacher in January 1944 proceeded from idexico to

Jew York to take over her duties in the central office. The new

. Jirector of the Central Americen office 1s lir. loises Glikowski.

" vhe offices of the WJC and the various committees of the WJC in the
respective Latin American countries are working in the organizat ional
field, in contsct with Jewish and non-Jewish onganizations, contacis
vith various governments and outstanding leaders of these countries
in combatting anti-semitism, bringing pressure of] public opinien Qi -
Jewish probloms, dealing with immigration gquestions, etc.

R

peitimece Qonforenee — The WJC in 1936 declded to convoke a Congress
every twq(ér threé)years. Howover, as the period before the outbreak
of the war was so troubled politically, it was not possible to hold
. democratic elections in the Jewish communities, Therefore, the
~ Uongress was postponed and/ 4% was not possible’ to comnvoke it.
Geonseewentiy - lthe Baltimofe Conference in November 1941 - Inter-
ffmeriqan Jewish Councillard this Var Emerggency Conferenceé (¢
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Archives - in Pa&is the-test @ocumentation of Jewish problems especially
ag far as MNazismiwas concerned. The Forelgn Office in %&gdon and the
Quai Dorsay in Parls very often consulted our archiveJ;,Scholars end
Jewish and non~Jewish organizations. 167 publications weﬂgvgg,a in
§ Wee

the Paris office ‘Each-@gy, of which 40 were daily papersy Tiss,
,. monthlies, etc.{Dﬁfpolitical, economic and cultural character,.fn all
) 1anguage5uiﬁﬂlibfary of about 2000 books especially from and on Nazi
Ge;gany. 'kfk‘ s o DT Aﬂa‘-;u.' o d g i
T Boaus: e o {
\&V , Boycott Committee. .-

. dng bl
' Or. liax Beer, editor:of bulletin du Congres Juif Mondial (in French),
Geneva 1938 and 1939

Geneva office was joined in 1939 by Dr. Adolf Silverschein for Relief
,yfff‘and Rescue. Dr. ia. Silberschein and &' Gerhard Rb&gnET wergrin charge
>( © of the Gcneva office from August 1940. They were jeined im A7 1707. |
' by Harc Jarblum, vho escaped from France to Switzerland and who re-
" turned to France at the end of September 1544.

[

Mww?;office in Lisbon -~ under Lr. Isaac Weissmanéﬁdtf‘ J

~" Gffico in Stockholm with the Nordic Section under chairmanship of
e Dr. LiTCus Ehrenpreis. Dr. Ehrenpreis was coopted member of the
. Axegutive in Au ust 1944 T__ .~

1" Establishment of Jewish Representative Committeg, Advisory Couneil
. gppder the chalrmansip of Dr, Leon Kubowitzkil

. r
d James of agslstants to various departments.
Nffice Commititee mecitings twice o weelk.

clerical staff - languages, translations, journalists.

P

mZJf: Press pepartments - Ben Happern and A, Alperin, Jewish Comment.

, _éﬁnP&rsonal Ingquiry Depertmeat (Mr. Finkehstein and Miss Hilb)
o o 7 N * ’
" Welatiomehip with the American JEWIFE UgsTerence. .
Before the flight from Paris, the archives of the WJC - 2ll address
1ists, filing cards and correspondence, wore destroysd. The most im-
4 . portant documents were sent in 8 large boxes to Bordeaux to be sent
to the American Jewish Congress, but unfortunately, communications
- in war-torn France were so bad, that these booke cams to Bordeaux too

late to be shippped end had to be destroyed.

yhich were partly duplications of the &ar-

lace to place during Juag and
jdden from plé&c P s Fron

9he archives in Geneva,
chives in Paris, were h
July 1840, sincé the Germans were only a few kilometers Aaw

Geneva. At that time, our people were very much afrais that from

i
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one moment to the other, the Germans might ﬁreak the Swlss yeu-
trality, and a&s a matter of precaution, the Archives were flinally -
burneds—At the time of the invasion of Holland anéd Belgiumj the
most important address lists and folders were sent from Gensva
i to the Americen Jewish Congress in New York| All important memoranda,
. procesdings, minutes of meetings, etc. wersiusually sent from Parls
"' to the Americen Jewish Congress, so that now at least part of the
documentation of invaluable importance has been saved axdxisg in
the Archives of the American Jewish Congress.
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THE_§ORLD JEUISH CONGBESS .~
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The World Jewlsh Congress though organized in 1028 is an

The various Jewlish organizstions have always recognized today
as in 1918, that in appearing before a Peace Conference as the
responsible agents of the Jews, any delegation must have the free
and publicly ascertained authorization of all those concerned. The
most directly concerned in postwar Jewish reconstruction, in 1918
precisely as is the case today, were the Jews of Europe.

Thug, upon arriving in Paris for the last Peace Conference,

the American Jewlsh delegation cooper:ted with furopean Jewry and

the Palestinian and Canadian Jewries to form the Comrittee of
Jewish Delegations. Included in the Committee were the representa-
tive Jewish National Councils elected in the new st-tes of
Czechoslovakla and Poland, and in Eastern Galicia and hHussia, togethe.
with the short-lived Jewish National Assembly of the Ukraine--
delegations whose authority to speak for all the Jews of their
countries was based on a general popular mandate.

The efforts of the Jewish delegations at the Peace Conferenc
were crowned with a high degree of success. These Jewish demands,
were recognized and incorporated in international charters: t?ff'
right to reconstitute the National Home in Palestine, wihich was iﬁ
embodied in the Mandate for Palestine; the civil emancipation of
Jews who bad been hitherto disfranchised in Eastern Zurope; and
the provision of rights and facilitles for cultural &nd religilous -
self-expression. The latter demands were realized in the international

minorities agreements.




* The acquisition of these rights, which were to be administered

under the supervisioh of the League of Natlons, resulted in the
development of corresponding international Jewish representgfive bodies.
One of these, the Jewlsh Agency, is specifically recognized in
international law as representing the Jewish people, ﬁfor the purpose
cof advising and cooperating with the Administration of Palestine,
zady in such economic, social and other matters as may affect the
establishment of the Jewish National Home and the interests of the
Jewish population in Palestine, and subject always to the control
of the Administration, to assist and take part in the development
of the country."

An international Jewisgh representative body was also maintained
for the purpose of safeguarding Jewlsh rights in the Diaspora, such
as were established in the minorities agreements. After the peace
conferences were completed, the Committee of Jewish Delegations did
not disband, but it continued for sixteen years to watch over the
implementation of Jewish rights in Europe. The Comnittee was active
in numerous internationel conferences of orgarizations grouped around
the League of Nations, and extended its interest into such fields
as the organization of Jewish emigration and social welfare worx.

* * ¥

After z decade of fruitful work in the '20s, it became clear that
the Committee of Jewish Delegations sammxataarxkl was not a strong
enough organization for the tasks 1t was called upon to underta’te in
the '30s. Its representative character and authority were wealtened
by the dissolution of some of its constituents--the Jewish National
Councils of Eastern Europe--and the lack of active assistence from
others. At the same time, the structure of international order by

which minority rights were upheld was being more and more openly




sabotaged. Emergency situations began to follow one another in rapid
guccession; and it was necessary for the Committee to intervene time
after time in defense of Jewish rights.. A\N‘-W 6‘6‘\*‘4 & -ﬂ>

- K£1$\K In spite of the waxing disregard for international order, the

| G%&ﬁg%;%se was able to score sever 1 significant victories in defemnse

of Jew1sh righ ts. Thgﬂngficg%rlk g CQQZE wer;ﬁggg-igsgilch Nazi
Germany was brought to book and prevented from carrying out its

11legal designs against the Jews. The first was the famous Bernheim
Petition in 1935 concerning Upper Silesia, regarding which part of

its territory the Reich was bound by a treaty with Poland to respect
the rights of minorities. BY appealing to the League of Nations

on the basis of‘%tzgwgﬁggly Cﬁeqéégg%ftee of Jewish Delegations

WO W om T Hp Samd hiry % Phrce e Wored ksl Gugiar
g’orced the German government to cancel its anti-Jewish "laws durmgu’ ng:)
t-e life of the treaty in at least one small part of the ~eich. The
second case of political activity which'succeeded, even though there
was no minorities treaty invblved, was that of the Jews of the Saar.

It was feared before the January 1935 plebiscite in the Saar, thet

Nazi propaganda, conducted with thé ususl terrorist accessories,

would result in a vote to join the Reich. ‘In view of the danger

to the Jews, the Committee“ ions intervened in

Rome (the head of the Plebiscite Commission was an Itzlian) and in
‘Paris, with the result that Germany agreed that, after the plebiscite,
any Saar Jews who wished to emigrate would be allowed to withdraw
thelr entire property in French.currency. Of all the Jewish refugees
created by Hitler the Saar Jews, thanks to the political activity
of this Jewish body, presented the least difficulties in resettlement.

P
re In the Reich
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itself, conditions went from bad to worse; and Jewish rights in other
countries, such as Poland and Rumania, were also increasingly under
attackutho meet the siturtion, it was felt, a body with renewed
authority and wider representation was necessary. 4As a result,
conferences were held in 1932, 1933 and 1934, in order to prepare for

the organlization of the World Jewish Congress. In August 1956,‘the
Congress convened with delegates from thirty-three countries, represent*A‘
ing either the entire Jewish community a2s an organized wit (e.gz., J
Palestine, Canada, SBwitzerland, Italy, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria) of import-

ant groups of organizations within the community (e.z., the United

States, Great Britain, Poland, France and Belgium).

/i
/ * X K
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1/ et fic—Fears before Phe OULBTEAX ™D waf, the '
World Jewish Congress continually had to intervene in defense of
Jewish rights. The fight against Nazi Germany was prosecuted by a
public boycott and, where possible, by recourse to internati-.nzal legal
forums. Until ¥unich, the Congress, by appealing to the League of
Nations, protected the Jews of Danzig from repeated attempts to
introduce legislation of the Nazi type. During the two years of grace
thus won, thousands of Jews were able to escape. 1In Poland, alse,
the "denunciation” of the minorifies treaties, the laws agalnst Jewish
ritual slaughter of cattle, the so-called "Ghetto benches" to which
Jewish students in universities were to be confined, the riots in
Przytyk and Brzesé, and other manifestations of government-tolerated
anti1-Semitism demanded constant vigilance and activity on an inters
national scale.

The Congress also conducted the successful fight in 1238 agalnst

the notorious anti-Semitic Goga government in Rumaniz. It was the

i e ) . e e e

Congress which drew the attention of the British and French government
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%o their moral obligations under the peace treaties; and the simulin-
eous intervention in Bucharest of these two powers was followed shortly
thereafter by American intervention. Subsequently the Congress
presented a petitioh to the League of Nations Council in Geneva, and
following discussion of Congress representatives with leading

statesmen of all nations who were present, the League formally 1
recelved the petition and appointed a Comm:*ttee of Three to examine

the situation. There csn be no doubt that the effort of the Congress
in mobilizing official and public opinion in defense of the rights

of Rumanlan Jewry was a decisive factor in the fall of the Goga
government which ensued. In the following year it was again the
Congress which sent one of 1ts officers to Bucharest where he was
received by Premler Armand Calinescu, from whom he secured an
undertaking that Jewish wrongs would be repaired and their status
restored.

The three short years of World Jewish Congress activity before
September 1939 sufficed to wake it the address to which J?ws every-
where instinctively turned in emergencies. The outbreak of the war
radically altered the cenditions under which the World Jewish
Congress had to work. The internatiosal order which was the
presupposition of its activities collapsed; and the Congress had to
take on new tasks: in mobilizing Jewish resources everywhere for
the fight cgdinst Hitlerism; in the strugzle to rescue European
Jewry; and 1n planning Jewish postwar reconséruction. Host of the
European constituents of the YWorld Jewish Congress fell subject to
Axis tyranny; and the Congress, building up new strength in the
Western Hemisphere, took up abroad the fight for thelr interests.
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. In earrying out these wartire responsibilities, the «world Jewish:

Congress fell subject to Axis tyranny; and the Congress, buiiding up
new étrength in the western Hemisphere, took up abroad the fight for
their interests. In carf&ing out these wartime responsibilities, the
World Jewish Congress has acted as the trustee of its silenced

constituents; and its close conﬁact with the governments-in-exile of |
thelr occupied countries has gained for it effective standing as their 1

authorized representative.

Yhom Does_the Congress_Represent?

e S

As it stands today, the Jorld Jewish Congress is the authorized
representative of a vast body of Jews. First of all, it is only the
remaining accredited body representing those Jews most concerned in
the provisions of the postwar settlemeﬁtSw*the Jewg of Axis and
occupied burope. The authority which they granted to the iorld Jewish
Congress in 1936 1s now being exercised by their elected leaders, many
of whom were brought to safety by the efforts of the Congress and have
formed Councils snd Representations to deal with the problems of their
respective countries. The World Jewish Congress now has the coopera-
tion @snd support of sixteen Jewish committeesﬂ1n~ékile, representing.
the Jews of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Estonia, France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Rumania,

committees
Yugoslavia and Luxembourg. During the war these zmzmkrimx have carried \
out important functions of liaison with their communities and have
worked dévotedly on behalf of their interests. As the Jewish communities
of the liberated countries reestablished their own councils and
agsemblies (as has already occurred in the case of France) the Jorld
Jewish Congress' advisory representative committees may be expected
still to perform Important transitional tasks involving internatioﬁal

questions.



In the United St:tes, the affiliate of the :orld Jewish Congress
1s the American Jewish Congress, which while not representing the
whole Jewish comwunity in the United States, has the support of by
far the great wajority--as shown by the elections of delegates to
the American Jewlsh Conference. In the rest of North and South
America all Jewlsh communities are affiliated through their central
representative bodles with the Vorld Jewish Congress: ﬁuxxiaﬁx
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombila, &€xmrazamy Costa
Rica, Cuba, Curacao, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras,
Hexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Trinidad, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
All these countries participate in the Inter-American Counecil,
formed at a conference in Baltimore In HNovember 1941, and constitute
e solid bloc of Jewlsh communities affiliated with the forld Jewish
Congress.

The Jewa of Palestine are a particularly important community
not only as a body of over half a million Jews, but because Jewish
tradition and the circumstances of the present emergency as well,

have precipitated them into a position of leadership. The orgsnized

Jewigh community of Palestine through its representative body, the

i . e e, e e e o e e v i N

Vaad Leuml, is affiliated with the ¥orld Jewigh Congress.

Within the free zones of Europe itself, the Vorld Jewish Congress
has active and importont affiliates. Of these the mést important
is the British section, which hzs played a significant part in the
political work of the iorld Jewish Congress, and whose standing
is such that it has been of great assistance in approaching and
dealing with the various governments-in-exile concentrated in London.

A vital listening post is Switzerlsnd, where the ¥World Jewish

Congress maintains en office which has been of extreme Importance

not only for 2n zccurate and reliable understandin of the current

gituation, but for the various invaluable contacts possible only




in this island of neutrality in the wmiddle of Axis~dominated Europe.
The organized Swiss Jewish Community, as a whole, 1s affiliated with
the #orld Jewlsh Congress.

In Australia the Congress is buillding up a new affiliate which
is the first attempt at an orgénized central body for this important
community. During the past year, the Nordic Jewish communities of
Sweden and Finland have affiliated with the World Jewlsh Congress.
The Congress in 1its Mew York office has the assistance of a Danish
% advisory group; and after the war it is anticipated thet a full
Nordie Jewish conference will be affiliated with the Congress.

The Congress is also represented in Portugsl; India and Egypt;
in Kenya, Rhodesia, Tanganyika, Teheran; and wherever Axis-occupied
territories zre liberated, as has already occurred in Syria and
North Africa.

Wap-Time Activities

The functions of the World Jewish Congress deperided in large
measure upon the existence of international standards of law and
order which the nations were determ ned to uphold. Yet even in the
midst of the wreckage of internationel order, the Congress has been
able to employ 1ts facilities of international Jewish cooperation to
good advantage 1n dealing with the World-wide ramifications of
Jewish problems. Because of this, the Congress has been of aid in
many a tangled and intrlcate situation arising for uprooted Jews in
this global war; and it has remained in close contact with the
representatives of the embattled peoples who will one day rebuild
the rule of law in international relations.

From the very beginning of the war, the world Jewish Congress,
the only representative to the free world wanich the Jews of Axis

Europe have today, has been vitally concerned with every possibility
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of bringing aid and succor to the suffering Jewish masses. The
Congress has constantly sought ways and means to aid them, and for
this purpose maintains relations with the governments of the United
States and Great Britain, with the governments-in-exile, with neutrel
countries, with the varicus Red Cross agencies including the Interna-
tional Red Cross, and with private Jewish relief agencies. It has
sought consistently, throughout the war, to stimulate the search for

methods of alleviating the unexampled suffering of the Jews in Europe.
It _has been the task of the ¥orld Jewish Consress. io receive,

sift, and bring home to the governments and public opinjon of the free

countries the authentic facts of the horrible Germapn_program_to

exterminate the Jews.

The Congress! position in Europe is such that persons possessing
information relat’ng to the Jews turn naturally to the Congress as
the proper agency to receive it. Through 1ts listening posts in Genevsg
London, Stockholm, and Istanbul, from witnesses arriving in Palestine
and other havens, from underground sources, reports of the true
situation flowed to the Congress. Cérefully weighed znd authenticated,
this information was conveyed to the public, and the eyes of the
world were finally opened to the frightful crisis of ESuropean Jewry.
The need for emergency rescue measures was insistently urged by the
World Jewish Congress and its affiliates in all free countries.

Unhapplly, very little has yet been done in this desperate
emergency to bring about effective rescue. Following the public
meeting of March 1, 1943, orgenized by the Awerican Jewish Congress
together with other Jewlsh bodies and labor and church organizations,
the United States announced the plan to hold an Anglo-Amerlican con-
ference on refugees: and in due course such a conference was held

[
in Bermuda. Howsever, this cqnference did not bring full scale
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;ttempt to réscue the Jews of Europe. It was not until January R3,
1944 that a body was established by one of the United Nationms,
specifically devoted to activities of this sort. The establishment
of the United States «ar Refugee Board was only péssible because of
the great stirring of public opinion to which the reports of the
fiorld Jewish Congress distrivuted through a variety of channels
substantially contributed. iforeover the record of rescue activities
undertaken within Europe with the support of the .'orld Jewish
Congress have through emissaries of closely affiliated organizations
was a powerful argumen; in convincing government authoritiles that
the prospect of rescue was feasible. Since the establishment of the
Board, the World Jewish Congress has remained 1n close contesct,
latterly through the agency of a special Rescue Department headed by
Dr. A.L. Kubowitzki, which has been able to make valuable suggestions
to the Hoard. The contacts of the World Jewish Congress within
Europe have of course been made avallable to the War Refugee Board
and its associates in neutral and other United Nations countries
have worked faithfully in cooperation with the War Refugee Board.
Their aid has been of significance in such cases as the effort to
rescue the Jews of Hungary, the safeguarding of Jewish lives in
Europe in cases where iInterned persons had papers of certsin Latin-
American countries, and on similar occasions.

With regerd to another aspect of this question the -~orld Jewish
Congress view has been favorably received by the United Naticns. The
Congress has consistently demanded during the war that an attempt
be made to deter Axis and satellite governments and Axis and
collaborationis$ agents from anti-Jewish acts by warnings of punishment
upon selzure. Following the first declaration on this subject by

nine governments-in-exile at a conference in St. James' Palace in
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London and the United States the iorld Jewish Congress, spea’ring for

the Jewish people, obtained substantial results. Prime Minister

Churchill and President Roosevelt on July 21, 1942, issued specifie
condemnations of the Nazi atrocities against the Jews. The President's
letter, addressed to Dr. Btephen 5. Wise, promiéed that "the perpetra-
tors of these crimes (would be held) to strict accountability.' A
further measure in the campaign of deterence was the Unlted Nations!
statement of December 17, .1942, condeming the crimes agalnst the

Jews and warning that full punishment of the criminals would be
exacted. The most extensive use of this method of rescue occurred
after tae German occupation of Hungary in March, 1934. At that time
very specific and stern warnings were issued by the President of

the United States and by other Allied governments and were broadcast
to the people of Hungary. These measures had the effect for some

time of preventing the deportation of Jews to certain death in

Poland. The world Jewish Congress hcos continued in close touch with
the governments and commissions registering snd studying war criwmes,
and 1s now directly represented in pfivate, semi-official ﬁodies in

Great Britain with important assignment in this fleld.

The relations between the World Jewish Congress and the governments
of the United Nationg have been utilized to lay the foundation upon
which postwar reconstruction may be begun. In the very midst of
the war, both the free countries znd the governmenis-in-exile have
prepared for postwar reconstruction by declaring thnt the effects
of the looting and the perverse anti-Jewish discrim’nation of the Axis
are to be regarded as legally null and void. On January 5, 1¢43, a
warning "to all concerned and iﬁ particular to persons in neutral

countries” was issued by the United Nations, stating that they
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"{ntend to do their utmost to defeat the methods of dispossession
practiced by the (enemy)...agalnst the countries and peoples who have
been so wantonly assaulted and despoiled." The following representa-
tives of the United Nations have addressed their solemn engagements
to the World Jewish Congress that after the war the Jews will be
esﬁablished under conditions of legal equality, and that the grievous
damages they suffered will, as far as possible be repaired: Arthur
Greenwood (British #War Cabinet); General de Gaulle; and the governments-
in-exile of Poland, Czechoslovakia, Greece, Belgium, the Netherlandsg,
Norway, Luxembourg and Yugoslavia. In the Polish and Czechoslovalk
National Councils the official Jewish representatives, Igna2cy Schwarzbart
and Ernst Frischer respectively, are both leading members of the Congress,
In the case of the territories reoccupied by the United Nations,
the World Jewish Congress has already been instrumental in securing
important measures of rehabilitation. Among these are the communica-
tions of General de Gaulle to the World Jewish Congress undertaking
thet the Vichy anti-Jewish legislation 1s not to be applied in Syriz
and the Lebanon. The French Jewlgh Representative Committee, a body
of French Jewlish leaders under the aegis of the World Jewish Congress,
bare the brunt of the campaign to restore to the Algerian Jews their
Freneh citizenship, which was withheld for a long time by the delay
While this issue was still an open one, another act of discrimination
against the Jews of North Africa had been remedied, thanks to the
active Interest of the French Jewish Representative Committee of the
Wbrld Jewish Congress. Learning of secret orders by General Prigux
dis¢riminating against Jews in the French army, members of the Committee
publiely protested these acts ordered by French officlals who were
allied with the democratic war effort. Dr. Stephen S. Wise, President
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.-0f the World Jewish Congress, submitted the Congress' information

on this subject to the United States War Department in a letter of
April 22, 1943. Subsequently Assistant Secretary of .iar ﬂggigz
notified Dr. Wise that all discriminatory practices against Jews by
the French army'had been specifically prohibited by an order of
General Giraud on May 15th.

After cantinued friendly discussions, the de Gaulle governmet
on October 23, 1943 declared that Cremieux Decree was once more in
force. Since that time, numerous other countries have been liberated
and the practice has been established that in exenemy countries,
armistices signed upon capitulation include the abrogation of
discriminatory laws from which Jews have suffered and thelr release
from internment camps. Experience has shown however that even in
these countries the problems of Jewish rehabilitation are so |
complex that continued planning and negotiation on the part of various
committees of the World Jewish Congress is called for. The various |
committees have beén enzaged in preparing material for analyzing
the problem and in cooperation with the Institute of Jewish Affairs
have arrived at certaln conclusiohs which they are calling to the
attention of thelr governmemts.

The Institute of Jewlsh Affairs--research hody of the American
and World Jewish Congress--is the central agency in the peace planning
of the Congress. 1t receives the authenticated information of the

various World Jewish Congress listening posts, together with

other documentation collected through its ramified contacts with
govérnmental and research agencies; it subjects thils material to
careful analysis, in the light of accumulated 'mowledge and practical
experience of the Jewish situation; and on the basis of its factuwal
analysis, 1t formulates prOposalsiof rescue and postwar reconstruction.

Because of its work the wartime political activity and postwar plans

.
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, +of the World Jewish Congress have been based on a full and objective
comprehension of the situztion, insofar as thorough canvassing and
careful analysis of the available date make this possible. The
findings of the Institute have in part been made available to the
public 1n'periodical publications and through longer studies. HNo
less essential is the service it performs by ma%ing its exheustive
archives and expert analyses available to governmental agencies and
others who frequently consult the Institute in its special field. )

The Institute of Jewish Affairs has readily been of extreme i
Ilmportance in relation to the Internatiocnal relief agency, UNRRA.

Both at the First and Second Council Sessiéns of UdRRA, the world
Jewish Congress consulted with various delegates on the basis of .1
memoranda prepared in cooperation with the Institute of Jewish
Affairs. Initial results obtalned at the first conference in 1945
at Atlantic City were solidified and extended by the combined '
delegations of the World Jewish Congress and the American Jewish |
Conference at the Second Montreal Council Session. These theses

of Jewlsh Affairs
established by the Institute/wmrxex (Relief and Rehabili-
tation by Zorach Warhaftig) were adopted by almost all the Jewish
orge~izations represented in lontreal and his main péints were also
adopted by the UNRRA Council upon the motion of the American and
British delegations.

In preparation for the war Emergency Conference, the Institute
of Jewish Affairs working together with the various departments of
the World Jewish Congress has developed concrete and detailed
programs for the Restoratlon of Jewish Rights, the specific problems
of relief and rehabilitation for Jews, the question of idemnification

for property loss and damges and the problem of retribution for crimes.
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On each of these problems, in addition to the draft progrzms the

‘Insfitute of Jey;sh Affairs has prepared compfehensive monographs
discussing in detail the problems involved. Materialsof this sort
prepared by the Institute of Jewish*Affairs have already been widely
used by agencles for Jewish and general past-war planning -and they h
will BR provide the basis at the discussion of the War Emergency
Conference of the World Jewish Congress and the Second Session of , |
the American Jewlsh Conference, at which occasions the lines of

post-war Jewish demands will be thrashed out.

* % H# ‘

The problems of the Jewlsh peogle in the past have been such that
their solution must be sought through international cooperation.
There can be no doubt that this will be the case even more signift-
cantly In the future. 1lhe @world Jewish Congress hecause of its
representative character, 1ts wilde experience, its far-flung and well-
organized contacts, through its constituent affiliates, with all
parts of the world and with the governments which will shape the
world's future, 13 an invaluable machinery for Jewish reconstruction.
Thus in the period between the two wars, the Jewish people, through
the Comrittee of Jewish Delegations and its historical successor,
the World Jewish Congress, have in some measure kept alive that
principle of international cooperation which now 13 generally recognized

to be essentlal.

# # #







A Statement of Policy

Adopred by the
World Jewish Congress

Executive Committee

PUNISHMENT OF WAR CRIMINALS

HE unprecedented place which the present war holds in the
Thistory of hurpanity is due not only to its magnitude but,to the
ruthless lawlessness with which it has been waged by the Nazi
regime and its allies. Not only have the laws of war as accepted
by civilized nations been repeatedly violated, but new methods of

~warfare have been developed by Germany unprecedented in the his-
tory of Western nations and designed to insure German hegemony
in Europe irrespective of the outcome of military operations.

Accordingly, the Germans have devised and waged biological war-
fare and have exterminated whole groups and classes with the object
of permanently weakening peoples who stand in the way of Gesman
expansion. The most monstrous of these crimes has had as its pur-
pose the destruction of an entire people: the Jews of Europe.

- This crime, which has been described by President Roovsevelt as
“one of the blackest crimes of all history,” was the result of a care-
fully prepared and openly avowed policy. Fisst in Germany and
then in the successively occupied territories, the Jews were systematic-
ally degraded, deprived of their means of livelihood, segregated in
overcrowded ghettos and camps, subjected to a system of planned
starvation and forced labor. The reduction of the Jewish popula-
tion as a sesult of the appalling losses which this policy assured did
not prove rapid enough to satisfy Nazi designs. The Nazis and
their satellites therefore resorted to the methods of wholesale de-
portation and mass murder. Already millions of Jews have been -
done to death in Europe; and the process continues.

The leaders of the United Nations have repeatedly taken note
of the crimes perpetrated by the Axis powers and have proclaimed
it to be their resolve, in the words of Prime Minister Winston
Churchill, “to place retribution for these crimes among the major



purposes of this war.” The declaration to this effect made by the
governments of the occupied countries- on January 13, 1942 at
St. James' Palace, London, was expanded and reinforced by the
Moscow Statement of November 1, 1943, signed by the heads of
the governments of Great Britain, Soviet Russia and the United
States, “speaking in the interests of 32 United Nations.”

In addition to the general warnings to the Axis powers, of which
there have been a considerable number, they have been specifically
warned that crimes against the Jewish populations under their con-
trol would be punished. As early as August 1942, such warnings
were contained in messages addressed by President Roosevelt and
Prime Minister Churchill to a mass meeting of New York citizens.
These warnings were made even more specific in the joint statement
issued simultaneously in London and Washington on December 17,
1942, by the governments of Great Britain, Soviet Russia and the
United States together with the European government-in-exile. In
this formal statement condemning the Nazi policy of exterminating
the Jewish people in Europe, these governments reiterated “their
solemn resolution to insure that those responsible for these crimes
shall not escape retribution.”

The World Jewish Congress accordingly urges the adoption of the
following measures and principles:

1) The necessary measures will be taken to insure that no Axis
criminal escapes punishment.

2) The terms of reference defining the competence and jurisdic-
tion of the War Crimes Commission, the proposed international tri-
bunal and the national coutts, shall be the official statements issued
by spokesmen of the United Nations. In his statement of March 24,
1944, the President of the United States, referring to the extermina-
tion of the Jewish people, says that it was “begun. by the Nazis in
-~ the day of peace and multiplied by them a hundred times in time
of war.” Accordingly, the jurisdiction of the judicial machinery
to be set up to deal with it must include the territories of Germany
and her satellites, as well as the occupied countries, and the acts for
which the criminals will be held responsible must include all forms
of persecution of racial, religious, and political minorities committed

in the course of and incidental or preparatory to the war by the
Axis and their satellites and collaborators after January 30, 1933 in
countries under their control.

3) The commanders of the armies of liberation will be furnished
with instructions on the problem of war criminals and their appre-
hension, and on the measures to be taken to assemble and safe-

1d the evidence of their crimes. Accordingly, all members of the
SS and the Gestapo, as well as other persons suspected of having
committed war crimes, including members of local quisling regimes,
will be placed under arrest by the Allied military authorities as their
armies advance in the liberation of occupied territoties and in the
occupation of the territories of the Axis powers.

4) Provision for the surrender of criminals will be included in
armistice terms. It will be made clear that no criminal will be per-
mitted to evade punishment, whether through conflict of jurisdic-
tion or escape to neutral countries. Like all other war criminals, the
violators of Jewish rights will be declared common criminals whose
surrender or extradition all countries, whether Axis, satellite, neutral
or non-belligerent, will be required to grant.

5) In the list of crimes made punishable, the attempt to annihi-
late the Jewish people in Europe, and all acts of violence against
Jews in the occupied countries and within the tetritory of the Axis
nations and their satellites in whatever form, will find their explicit
and proper place together with other violations of law by the Axis
and quisling criminals. )

6) In all trials of Axis leaders who excelled themselves both in
war crimes of a general character and in those directed against the
Jewish population, adequate attention will be given to the specific
counts dealing with their anti-Jewish acts.

7} The United Nations whose territories were occupied by the
enemy will prosecute with all the required energy and vigor those
responsible for the inhuman treatment meted out to the Jewish popu-
lation, itrespective of nationality. - -

8) The prosecution of those responsible for the criminal treat-
ment meted out to the Jews in Nazi Germany and in the territories



of her satellites will be within the jurisdiction of-an International
Court of Criminal Justice. In no case will the trial of those accused
of punishable acts under this head be entrusted to German courts
or courts of the satellite States.

9) Representatives of the respective Jewish communities will be
admitted to the prosecuting offices and coutts as amici cutiae and
provision will be made to this effect.

10) Representatives of the Jewish Community (World Jewish
Congress) will be admitted as amici curiae before the International
Prosecuting Body and the International Court of Criminal Justice,
whose constituting acts will contain the necessary provisions to this
effect.

11) The Commission for the Investigation of War Crimes, or
whatever other body may be established for this purpose by the
United Nations, will receive and give due consideration to all mate-
rial which may be submitted to it by the World Jewish Congress
and its associated bodies, and will make the necessary arrangements
through the establishment of special machinery and the appointment
of special representatives to insure that full weight should be given
to the evidence assembled by Jewish bodies.

The re-establishment of ordered society in Europe plainly requires
that the Axis criminals shall be brought to justice, and brought to
justice without delay. There can be no peace and security so long
as large numbers of self-confessed criminals are allowed to be at
large and by their very presence to mock the promises of 2 new and
better international order made by the spokesmen of democracy.
Moreover, if those who are guilty of monstrous crimes against the
Jewish people are allowed to escape punishment, it cannot but have
the effect of encouraging adventurers in the post-war world to use
anti-Semitism as a means of obtaining power and thereafter as an
instrament of aggression.

Published by the WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
1834 BroaDpwAY, NEw York 23, N. Y.



; PUNISHMENT OF WAR CRIMINALS .

A Statement by the World Jewish Congress

The unprecedented place which the present war holds in the higtory of
humanity is due not only to.its magnitude but to the ruthless lawlessness with
which it has been waged by the Nazi regime and 1ts allies. Not only have the lams
of wer as accepted by civilized nations been repeatedly violated, but new methods
of werfare have been developed by Germany unprocedented in the history of Western
nations and designed to insurc Gorman hogomony in Eurgpo irrespective of tho
autcome of military operations.

dccordingly, the Germens have dovised and waged biological warfare and
have extermineted whole groups nnd c¢lassos with tho objcot of permenently wockening
peoplos whose resistance might stand in the way of gggression. Tho most monstrous

of thesc crimes has had as its purpose the destruction of an ehtire people:; the
Jows of Burope.

This crime, which has beon described by President Roosevelt as "one of
the blackest crimes of all history," was the result of a carefully prepared and
oponly avowed policy. First in Gormany cnd thon in the suceessively ot cupied
territories, the Jews were systematically degraded, doprived of their moans of
livelihood, segregatcd in ovorcrowded ghettos and camps, subjected to & system of
plannod storvetion and forced lobor. The recduction of the Jewish populcztion 2s
o result of the appalling losses which this policy essurcd did not prove rapid
onough to satisfy Nezi designs. The leadors of the Nazi rsgime and their satollitos
thercfors resorted to the methods of wholesaleo deportation and mass mrder. Alrendy
millions of Jews havg bosn done to death in Europo and it is doubtful wheothsr more
thon 2 minority of those who remain will survive the wer.

The leaders of tho United Nations mve repeatedly tokon noto of these
erimes perpetrated by the Axis powers mand have Proclaimed it to be their resolvo,
in tho words of Primc Minister Winston Churchill "to pPlacs rotribution for these
crimes among the major purposes of this war." The declarnticn to this effect
made by the govermments of the cecupied ccuntries on Jenuory 13, 1942 at 8t. Jemeg!
Palaca, London, was expandod and rcinforced by the Moscow Statement of November 1,
1943, signed by the hends of tho govermmonts of Groat Britzin, Soviet Russia and
the United States, "epeaking in the intorests of 32 United Notionsa.®

In 2ddition to the general warnings to tite Axis powers, of which thers
have been a considorable numbor, they hove boen specifically warnedl thet erimes
cghinst tho Jewish populaticns under their control would be punished, As early
2s august 1942, such warnings wero conteined in mossagos oddressed by Presidont
Roosevolt and Primo Minister Churchill to o mess meting of Now York citizens.
These wernings were made evon morc spocific in the Joint statoment issued simul-
tanoocusly in London and Weshington on December 17, 1942, by the govermments of
Groat Britein, Sovict Russia and the Unitod States togcthor with the Furopean
govermmonts«in~cxile, In this formal statencnt conGenning the Nazi policy do-
signed to extermincte tho Jowish peopls in Eurcpe, those govormments rcoitoroted
"thcir solemn resolution to insure thet thoso roesponsible for those erimes shall
not oscape retribution.”

Tho World Jewish Congress cccordingly urges the adoption of the following
measurcs and principlos: ’

1} The nccessary moasures will be teken to insure that no Axis crininsl
&scapes puniskment on merely technical grcounds,



—Dm

2) The torms <f refircnce defining the compstence and Jurisdiction of the
Jar Crimes Cormiission, the propesed internnti-nczl tribuncl and tho n"ti-nxl ecurts
shnll be the coffieizl stotcuents issuc) by spckesien of thic United Noticns. In
his stztunent of moreh 24, 1944, the Presilent of the United Stutes, referring to
the oxtermincticn of the Jewish'people, 5Cys that it wos "begun by tho Nezis in
the lay of pezce an? nultiplie’ by thes 2 hundre? times ip tine of wor."  Lecorie
ingly, the jurislieticn of the judieial machinery set up to deal with 1% rmst ine
c¢lule the territoriss of Gerneny ond her sctellites as well as the oecupied
countries, cnd the cets for wiiech the eriminnls will be hell respocnsiblo st
inelude 21l forns of persecutizn of raeicl, religi-us, and political rinorities
cormiitted in the ecurse of an? ineilentnl -p prep-ratory to tlie war by the uxis
and thelr sctellites nnl collaborctors after Jenuary 30, 1933 in countries under
their eontrol.

3) Provision for the surrender of eririncls will be ineludsd in armistice
ternis. It will be nate elear thet no crimincl vill be permitted tc eseape punish-
nent whether through conflicet of jurisciction or esczpe to neutrsl countries. Lll
merbers of the S5 and of the Gestopo, as well as cther persons suspceted cf having
corinitted 7ar erines, 7ill be placed under arrest by the Allied nilitary authori-
tles as their amiies zdivonee in the liberation of oceupied territories and in the
occupation of the territories of the ixis powers.

4) In the list of crines made punigicble after the end of hestilities, the
atterpt to annihilate the Jewish people in BEurope and all acts of viclence agzinst
Jews in the occupled countries ani within the torritory <f the axis naticns znd
their satellites in vhatever form since 1933, 11l find their explicit and proper
place together with cther violations of 127 by the Axis and quisling erinipols.

5) 1In all trials of Axis lealers whe excelled therselves both in war
crimes and of a generzl cheracter and in those directed cgainst the Jewish popula-
ticn, adequate attention will be glven to the specific counts dealing with their
anti~Jewish ects.

6) The United Nations whose territories were occupied by the emery will
prosecuts with all the requirel energy ani vigor those regponsible for the inhunen
treatnent meted out to the Jewish population, irrespective of nationality,

7} The prosecution of those Tresponsible for the criminal treatrent meted
out to the Jews in Nezi Germanmy and in the territories of her sztellites will be
within the jurisdieticn of 2n Internctiznal Court of Criminal Justice. In no
case wWill the trial of those acetused of punishable acts under this head be ep~
trusted to Gerrmn courts.

8) all these violators of Jewish rights, like all other war criminals, will
be declzred comwmon criminels whose surrender or extradition the 4xis countries,
their satellites, and the neutral eountries will be required to grant.

9) Representatives of the respective Jewish cormunities will be admitted
to the prosecuting offices and courts as amici curiae and provision will be made
to this effect.

10) Hepresentatives of the Jewish Community (World Jewish Congress) will
be officially admitted as emici curise before the Internaticnal Prosecuting Body
and the International Court of Criminal Justice, whose constituting acts will
contain the necessary provision to this effect.
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11) The Commission for the Investigation of War Crimes, or whatever other
body ray be established for this purpose by the United Naticns, will receive and
glve due consideration to all meaterial which may be submitted to iv by the Jerld
Jewish Congress and its assoeciated bodies, and will moke the nNecessary arranic-
ments through the estcblishment of speeial rmachinery and the appointment of special
representatives to insure that full weight should be given to the evidence cssem=
bled by Jewish bodies, :

The re-estoblighment of ordered soclety in Europe plainly requires that
the Axis criminals gholl be brought to justice. Thers can be no peace ond
socurity so long os large numbers of solf-confessad criminzls are cllowed to be
at lorge ond by their very prescnce to mock the promises of a new and better
international order made by the spokesrien of demogracy. Morcover, if those who '
arc guilty of monstrous erimos ngninat the Tewish poopls are 2lloved to eseops
punishrment, 1t eannct but hnve the effect of opcourcging nadventurers in the
post-war world to use anti-3omitiam cs 2 meoans of detaining power 2nd thersafter
ns an instrument of oggression.



The World vewlsh Congress

Founded in 1036 to afford Jewry unifisd representstion for tha srotsuiien
of Jswisl rights av-rywhare, the World vewlsh Longross =--

¥einteine agsucies in 38 countrieas

lits astebiiahed effective contects with the povermments amd lorelsn ~'ricas
of K11isd 8nd nsutrel ocountries, with whish it constantly intervenses on -sitlf
of Jawish ocommu- itiasg

Hes orgenized 17 Jawish Lom-ittessein="xile which, apetking for tha oeptivs
Turornen comurities, Irbtor for rlisgf erd rasc e of thely respective croupas fnd
i intanslva consldareti-nm teo ;lens for Teconstructiom aftsr the wer;

stahlished tha avidaics o ths begi ness ki1Yingzs ,-mknnad public rrininn,
and Iinftiebed offorts lerding to tiw  rnited Retiona' deelerstion of protast, ernd
the rsaultent reldcue confarancen;

P santad tre Jawial ceea through cemful:v documsnted memorends et the
Jaymude Lonfarence tnd slao &t the Confarsncs ~7 tha nited Neticns Reli=f and
Rahebilitetion idministreticn ("NRRAJ, whora ire {ntervenblon of Longress myra-
saptitives brought importent faversble rasults, including the asaigmmnt of four
million dellars by our overnment togqtgir with ¢ siviler eemtribution by the
sritiah “overn'ant to the Intermetin cross for wnrk mmemg Jewish rafujees
in Resl-ocaupisd aountriss.

Lad in moves {for rescus ection t)hrou;h diplewatio ohampels in many so.ntrissg

Orpenized end meinteins the Inter-imsricen Juwish Coumell, &n inatrumspt of
Jawish soliderity serving the commnitiss of Horth &énd Scuth Amarica.

weg instrumsntal in securing the essistén.s of the L. 8, end osritlsy overn=
ment® in edmitting into Sweden 10,000 Jews who ware ordered deported from lmnmerk
by itlar

Initinted the soticn wich yes.lted in iha rastorention of the (remlaux Cacres
regtoring citizenship to 144,000 Jews in £T:iarpis,

“oymd to effect the sbrogetion of the decrsas which mumpended Yid 'ish newe-
pRusre in Arzantine.

Puhlishes & weakly trestise on Jawish Affrirs, "Jewish Commet",

February, 1944



THE WORLD JEWISE CONGRESS

Development of Congress

The World Jewish Congress though orgenized in 1936 is an outgrowth of or-
ganizatlons created after the First World Wer. ;
The various Jewish organizsations have always recognized todey as in 1918,
that in appearing before a Peace Conference as the responsible agents of the
Jews, any delegation must have the free and publicly ascertained authorization
of all those concerned. The most directly concerned in postwar Jewish recon-
struction, in 1918 precisely as is the cese today, were the Jews of Hurope.

Thus, upon arriving in Faris for the last Peace Conference, the American
Jewish delegation cooperated with European Jewry z2nd the Palestinian and
Canadian Jewries to form the Committee of Jewish Delegations. Included in the
Committee were the representative Jewish National Councils elected in the new
states of Czechoslovakia and Poland, end in BEastern Galicia ang Russia, to-
gether with the short-lived Jewish hational Assembly of the Ukraine—- delega~-
tions whose authority to speak for all the Jews of their countries was based on
a general popular mandate.

The efforts of the Jewish delegations at the Feace Conference were crowned
with a high degree of success. These Jewish demands were recognized and in-
corporated in international charters: the right to reconstitute the Hational
Home in Pelestine, which was embodied in the Mandate for Palestine; the civil
emancipation of Jews ~ho had been hitherto Gisfranchised in Eastern Europe;
and the provision of rights and facilities for cultural and religious self-ex-
pression. The latter demands were realized in the international minorities
agreements,

The acouisition of thesc rights, which were to be administered under the
supervision of the League of Nations, resulted in the development of correspond-
ing international Jewish representative bodies. One of these, the Jewish Agency,
is specifically recognized in international law as representing the Jewish
people, "for the purpose of advising and cooperating with the Administration of
Palestine, in such economic, social and other matters as may affect the establishe-
ment of the Jewvish Fetional Lome and the interests of the Jewish population in
Palestine, and subject almways to the control of the Administration, to assist
and take part in the development of the country.!

An international Jevish representative body was also maintained for the
purpose of safegnarding Jewish rights in the Digspora, such as were established
in the minoriticvs agreements. After the Deace cornferences were completed, the
Committee of Jewish Delegations did not disband, but it continued for sixteen
vears to watch over the implementation of Jewish rignts in Burope. The Committee
was active in numerous internstional conferences of organizations grouped around
the League of Hations, and extended its interest into such fields as the organiza-
tion of Jewish emigration and social welfare work,

ETTTY

After a decade of Ffruitful work in the 120s, it became clear that the Com-

mitteo of Jéwish Delegetions was not o strong enough organization for the tasks
it was celled upon to undertako in the 130s. Its representative character and
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authority were weakened by the dissolution of some of its constituents—- the Jew-
ish Netional Councils of Eastern Zurope--and the lack of active assistance from
others. At the seme time, the structure of international order by which minority
rights were upheld was being more and more openly sabotaged. Emergency situations
began to Ffollow one another in repid succession; and it wes necessary for the Com—
mittee to intervene time after time in defense of Jewish rights. In the Reich it-
self, conditions went from bad to worse; and Jewish rights in other countries,
such as Poland end Fumania, were also increasingly under attacik,

To meet the situstion, it was felt, a body with renewed authority and wider
representation was necessary. A4s a result, conferences were held in 1932, 1933
and 1234, in order to prepare for the organization of the World Jewish Congress.
In August 1936, the Congress convened with delegates from thirty-three countries,
represcnting either the entire Jewish community as an organized unit (e.g.,Fales-~
tine, Cenada, 3witzerland, Italy, Yugoslavia, Bulgeria) of important groups of or-
ganlzations within the community {e.g., the United States, Great Britain, Poland,
France and Belgium).

In spite of the waxing disregerd for international order, the Congress was
able to score several significant victories in defense of Jewish rights, even dur-
ing the peried of its formation from 1932 - 193¢, The most striking cases were
twvo in which Hazi Germeny was brought to book and prevented from carrying out its
illegal designs against the Jews. The first was the famouws Bernheim Petition in
1933 concerning Upper 3ilesia, regarding which part of its territery the Reich was
bound by a treaty with roland to respect the rights of minorities. By appealing
to the Leagus of Lztions on tho basis of this treaty, office of the Committee of
Jewlsh Delegations (which was &t the Same time the office of the World Jewish Con-
gress in formstion) forced the Germsn government to cancel its anti-~Jewish laws
during the life of the treaty in et least omne smgll part of the Reich. The second
case of politicel amctivity —hich succeeded, even though there was no minorities
treaty involved, was that of the Jews of the Saar. It was feared bvefore the
January 1935 plebiscite in the Saer, the Wezl propsgsnda, conducted with the usual
terrorist accessories, would result in a vote to Join the Reilch. 1In wiew of the
danger to the Jews, the Committee Congress office intervened in Rome {the head of
the Plebiscite Commission was en Itelian) and in Peris, with the result thet Ger-
many agreed that, =fter the Plebiscite, any 3acr Jews who wished to emigrate would
be zllowed to rithdraw their entire Property in Prench currency. Of all the Jewish
refugees created by Hitler the Saar Jews, thanks to the political activity of this
Jewish body, presented the least difficulties in resettlement,

After 1ts formel orgenization in 1938 until the outbresk of the war, the iWorld
Jevish Congress continuslly had to intervene.in defense of Jewish rights. The
fight age'inst Xpzl Germeny wes prosecuted by ¢ public boycott snd, ~here possible,
by recourse to internstionsl legal forums. Until Wurich, the Congress, by sppeal-
ing to the League of Hrtions, protected the Jews of Denzig from repeated ottempts
to introduce legisletion of the Hazi type. During the two yesrs of grece thus won,
thousznds of Jews were ablc to escape. In Polend, also the "denuncistion" of the
minoritics tresties, the lews against Jevish ritual slsughter of cattle, the so-
celled "Ghetto benches! to which Jewish students in universities were to be con-
fined, the riots in Preytyk snd Brzesc, rnd other menifestetions of government-
tolersted onti-Semitism demrnded constont vigilence and activity on an internation-
2l sceole.

The Congress rlso conducted the successtul fight in 1938 zgrinst the notoriocus
anti-3emitic Goga governmment in Rumenin. It =rs the Congress. vhich drew the at-
tention of the British cnd French government to their morsl obligations under the
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Peace treaties; and the simultaneous intervention in Bucharest of these two
powers was followed shortly thereafter Dy American intervention, Subsequently
the Congress presented a Petition to the League of Nations Council in Genevse,
and following discussion of Congress rcepresentatives with leading statesmen of
all nations who were pPresent, the League formally received the Petition and ap-
pointed a Committee of Three to examine the situetion. There can be nc doubt
that the effort of the Congress in mobilizing official and pyblic opinion in de-
fense of the rights of Rumanian Jewry was a decisive factor in the fall of the
Goga government which ensued. In the following year it was again the Congress
vhich sent one of its officers to Bucharest where he was received by Premier
Armand Calinescu, from whom he secured an undertaking that Jewish wrongs would
be repaired and their status restored, |

The three short years of World Jewish Congress activity before September
1939 sufficed to make it the address to which Jews everywhere instinctively
turned in emergencies. The outbreak of the war radically altered the conditions
under which the World Jewish Congress had to work. Tne international order which
was the presupposition of its activities collapsed; and the Congress had to take
on new tasks: in mobllizing Jewish resources everywhere for the fight against
Hitlerism; in the struggle to rescue Furopean Jewry; and in planning Jewish post-
war reconstruction. Most of the European constituents of the World Jewish Con-
gress fell subject to Axis tyranny; and the Congress, building up new strength
in the Western Hemisphere, took up abroad the fight for their interests. 1In
carrying out these wartime responsibilitics, the World Jewish Congress fell sub-
Ject to Axis tyranny; and the Congress, building up new strength in the Western
Hemisphere, took up abroad the fight for their interests. 7In carrying out these
wartime responsibilities, the World Jewish Congress has acted as the trustee of
its silenced constituents; and its close contact with the governments-in-exile
of their occupied countries has gained for it effective standing as their
authorized representative. ’

Whom Does the Congress Represent?

As 1t stands today, the World Jewish Congress is the authorized representa-
tive of a vast body of Jews. First of all, it is only the remsining accredited
body representing those Jews most concerned in the Provisions of the postwar
settlements—~the Jews of A4ixis and occupied BEurope. The authority which they
granted to the World Jewish Congress in 1936 is now being exercised by their
elected leaders, many of whom vwere brought to safety by the efforts of the Con-
gress and have formed Councils and Representations to deal with the problems of
their respective countries. The World Jewish Congress now has the cooperation
and support of sixteen Jewish committecs~in-exile, representing the Jews of
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Estonia, France, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Feoland, Rumania, Yugoslavia and Luxembourg.
During the war these committees have carried out important functions of liaison
with their communities and have worked devotedly on bohalf of their interests.
4S the Jewish communities of the liberated countries recstablished their own
councils and assemblies (as has zlready occurred in the case of France) the World
Jewish Congress! advisory representative committees may be expected still to per-
form important trensitional tasks involving international questions,

In the United States, the affiliate of the World Jewish Congress is the
American Jewish Congress, which while not representing the whole Jewish community
in the United States, has the support of by far the great majority-— as shown by
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the elections of delegates to the American Jewish Conference. 1In the rest of
Torth and South imerica all Jewish communities are affiliated through their cen-
tral representative bodies with the World Jewish Congress: Argentina, Bolivia,
Brazil, (anada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rice, Cuba, Curacao, Ecuasdor, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Wlcaragua, Panama, Peru, Trinidad, Uruguay, and
Venezuela, 4ll these countries participate in the Inter-4merican Council, formed
at a conference in Baltimore in November 1941, and comstitute a solid bloc of
Jevish communities affiliated with the World Jewish Congress,

The Jews of Palestine are a particularly important community not only as a
body of over half a million Jews, but because Jewish tradition and the circum-
Stances of the prescnt emergency as well, have precipitated them into a position
of leadership. The organized Jewish communi ty of Palestine through its representa-
tive body, the Vaad Loumi, is affiliated with the World Jewish Congress,

Within the free zones of Europe itself, the World Jewish Congress has active
and important affiliates. Q these the most important is the British section,
which has played a slgnificant part in the political work of the World Jewish Con-
gress, and vhose standing is such that it has been of great assistance in ap-~
proaching and deesling with the various governments-in-exile concentrated in London,

A vital listening post is Switzerland, vwhere the World Jewish Congress main-
tains an office which has been of extreme importance not only for an accurate and
reliable understanding of the current situation, tut for the various invalusble
contacts possible only in this islapd of neutrality in the middle of Axis-
dominated Europe. The orgenized 3wiss Jewish Community, as a whole, 1s affiliated
with the World Jewish Congress.

In dustralia the Congress is building up 2 newv affiliate which is the first
attempt at an organized central body for this important community. During the
pPast year, the Nordic Jewish communities of 37eden and Finland have affiliasted
with the World Jewish Congress., The Congress in its Few York office has the as-
sistance of a Danish advisory group; and after the war it is anticipated that a
full Fordic Jewish conference will be affiliated with the Congress.

The Congress is also represented in Portugal; India and Egypt; in Kenya;

Rhodesia, Tanganyika, Teheran; and wherover 4xis-occupied territories are liberated,
as has already occurred in Syria and North 4frica.

War-Time Activities

The functions of the Vorlé Jewish Congress depended in large measure upen the
existence of international standards of lav and order.which the nations were de-
termined to uphold., Yet even in the midst of the wrockage of international order,
the Congress has been able to employ its facilities of internsational Jewish CO-
operation to good edvantage in dealing with the world-vide ramifications of Jewish
problems. Because oFf this, the Congress has been of aid in many a tangled and
intricate situation arising for uprooted Jews in this global war; and it has re~
mained in close contact with the represcntatives of the embattled peoples who will
one day rebulld the rule of lay in international relations.

From the very beginning of the war, the World Jewisa Congress, the only re-
presentetive to the free world which the Jews of Axis Europe have today, has been
vitally concerned with every possibvility of bringing aid and succor to the
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suffering Jewish masses. The Congress has constantly sought ways and means to
aid them, and for this purpose maintains reletions with the governments of the
Unlted States and Great Britain, with the governments-in-~-exile, with neutral
countries, with the various Red Cross asgencies including the International Red
Cross, and with private Jewish relief agencies, - It has sought consistently,
throughout the war, to stimulate the search for methods of alleviating the un-
exampled suffering of the Jews in Europe.

It has been the tesk of the World Jewish Coneress to receive, sift, and bring
home to the governments and public opinion of the free countries the authentic
facts of the horrible German progrem to exterminate the Jews,

The Congress' position in Europe is such that persons possessing information
relating to the Jews turn naturally to the Congress as the proper agency to re-
ceive it. Through its listening posts in Geneva, London, 3tockholm, and Istanbul,
from witnesses arriving in Pglestine =nd other havens, from underground sources,
reports of the true situstion flowed to the Congress, Carefully weighed and
authenticated, this information was conveyed to the public, and the syes of the
world were finally opened to the frightful crisis of Zuropean Jewry. The need for
emergency rescue measures was insistently urged by the World Jewish Congress and
its affiliates in all free countries. ’

Unhappily, very little has yet been done in this desperate emergency to bring
about effective rescue. Following the public meeting of March 1, 1943, organized
by the American Jewish Congress tégether with other Jewish bodies and labor and
church organizations, the United States arnounced the plan to holdé an anglo-
American conference on refugees: and in due course such a conference was held in
Bermuda. However, this conference did not bring 2 full scale sttempt to rescue
the Jews of Burope. It wes not until January 23, 1944 that a2 body was estatlished
by one of the United Wations, specifically dovoted to activities of this sort.

The establiskment of the United States Wer Refugee Board was only possible because
of the great stirring of public opinion to which the reports of the World Jewish
Congress distributed through a variety of chamnels substantially contributed.
Moreover the record of regcue activities undertaken —ithin Europe with the support
of the World Jewish Congress have through emissaries of closely affiliated organi-
zations was a powerful argument in convincing government authorities that the
prospect of rescue was feasible. Since the establishment of the Board, the World
Jewrisnh Congress has remsined in close contact, latterly through the agency of a
special Rescue Department headed by Dr. 4 .L.Kubowitzki, which has been able to
make valueble suggestions to the Board. The contacts of the World Jewish Congress
within Burope have of course been made available to the War Refugee Board and its
associates in neytral and other United Nations countries have worked faithfully in
cooperation with the War Refugec Board. Their aid has been of gignificance in
such cases as the effort to rescue the Jews of Hungary, the safeguarding of Jewish
lives in Europe in cases vwhere interned Persons had papers of certain Latin-

4 merican countries, and on simlilar occasions.

With regard to another aspect of this guestion the World Jewish Congress

view has been fevorably received by the United Hetions. The Congress has con-
sistently demanded during the war that an attempt be made to deter 4xis and satel-
lite governments and 4xis and collaborationist agents from anti-Jewish acts by
warnings of punishment upon seizure. Following the first declaration on this sub-
Ject by nine governments-in-exile at a conference in 3t.James! Pelece in London
and the United States the World Jewish Congress, spesking for the Jewish people,
obtained substentizl results, Prime }inisier Churchill and President Roosevelt on
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July 21, 1942, issued specific condemnations of the Nazi atrocities ageinst the
Jews . The President'!s letter, addressed to Dr.3tephen 3. Wise, promised that
"the perpetrators of these crimes (would be held) to strict accountability.® A
further-measure in the campzign of deterence was the United Kations! statement

of December 17, 1942, condemning the crimes against the Jews end warning that all
punishment of the criminals would bs exacted. The most extensive use of this
method of rescue occurred after the German occupation of Hungary in March, 1944,
At that time very specific and stern warnings were issued by the President of the
United Stetes and by other 4llied governments and were broadcast to the people of
Hungary. These measures had-the effect for some time of preventing the deporta-
tion of Jews to certain death in Poland. The World Jewish Congress has continued
in close touch with the governments and commissions registering and studying war
crimes, and is now directly represented in private, semi-official bodies in Great
Britain with important assignment in this field,

Fostwar Planning

The relations between the World Jewish Congress and the governments of the
United Wations have been utilized to ley the foundation upon which postwar re~
construction may be begun. In the very midst of the war, both the free countries
and the governments-in-exile have prepared for postwar reconstruction by declar-~
ing that the effects of the looting and the perverse anti-Jewish discrimination
of the Axis are to be regarded as legally null and void. On January 5,1943, a
warning "to all concerned and in particular to persons in neutral countries! was
issued by the United Nations, stating that they "intend to do their utmost to
defeat the methods of dispossession practiced by the (enemy) .....against the
countries and peoples who have been so wantonly assaulted and despoiled."” The
following representatives of the United Hations have addressed their solemn en~
gagements to the World Jewish Congress that after the war the Jews will be es-
tablished under conditions of legal equality, and thet the grievous damages they
suffered will, as far as possible be repaired: Arthur Greenwood (British War
Cabinet); General de Gaulle; and the governments-in-exile of Poland, Czechoc
slovekia, Greece, Belgium, the Hetherlands, Forway, Luxembourg and Yugoslavia.
In the folish and Czechoslovak National Councils the official Jewish representa-
tives, Ignacy Schwarzbart and Ernst Frischer respectively, are both leading mem.-
bers of the Congress. ’

In the case of the territories reoccupied by the United Nations, the World
Jewish Congress has already been instrumental in Securing important measures of
rehabilitation., Among these are the communications of General de Gaulle %o the
World Jewish Congress undertaking thet the Vichy anti-Jewish legislation is not
to be applied in Syria and the Lebanon. The French Jewish Representative Com~
mittee, a vody of French Jewish leaders under the aegis of the World Jewish Con-
gress, bore the brunt of the campaign to restore to the Algerian Jews their
French citizenship, which was withheld for a long time by the delay in declaring
Vichy abrogation of the (remieux Decroe null and void, While this issue was still
an open one, another zct of discriminstion against the Jews of Xorth Africa had
been remedied, thanks to the active interost of the French Jewish Represcgntative
Comnittee of the World Jewish Congress. Learning of secret orders by General
Prioux discriminating against Jews in the French army, members of the Committiee
publicly protested these acts ordered by French officisls who were allied with the
democratic war effort. Dr.3tephen S.Wisc, President of the World Jowish Congress,
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submitted the Congress! information on this subject to the United States War De-
partment in a letter of april 22, 1943, JSubsequently sssistant Secretary of tar
wcCloy notified Dr,VWise that all discriminatory practices against Jews by the
Freonch army had been specifically probibited by an order of General Giraud on
May 15th.

After continued friendly discussions, the de Gaulle govermment on October
23,1943 declarcd thet Cremicux Decree was once more in force. Since that time,
numerous otner countries have been liberested and the practice has been established
that in eXenemy countries, armistices signed upon capitwlation include the ab-
rogation of discriminstory laws from which Jews have suffered and their relesse
from internment camps, Experience has shorn hovever that even in these countries
the problems of Jevish rehebilitation are so complex that continued planning and
negotiation on the part of various committees of the World Jewish Congress is
called for, The various committees have been engaged in preparing material for
analyzing the provlem and in cooperation with the Institute of Jewish Affairs have
arrived at certein conclusions vhich thay are celling to the attention of their
govermments,

The Institute of Jewish Affeirs—~research body of the American =na World Jer-
ish Congress--is the central agency in the peace planning of the Congress. It
receives the zuthenticated informetion of the verious Yorld Jewish Congress listen~
ing posts, togethor with othor documerntztion collected through its ramified con-—
tacts with governmental and research agencies; it subjects this material to care—
ful enalysis, in the light of accunulated wnowledge and practical experience of
the Jewish situation; and on the basis of its factusl analysis, it formulates Pro-
posals of rescue and postuar reconstruction. Because of its work the wartime
political activity and poatwer plens of the Vorld Jewish Congress have been based
on a full and objective comprehension of the situstion, insofar as thorough can-
vassing and careful enalysis of the available dsta make this possible. The find-
ings of the Institute have in part been mode available to the public in periodical
publications ang through longer studies. o less essentiel is the service it per-
forms by meking its eshaustive archives and expert anglyses available to govern-—
mental agenclies and others ~ho frequently consult the Institute in its specicl
field,

The Institute of Jewish affairs hes readily been of extreme importance in re-
lation to the Internstional relief agency, ULEBEA, Both at the Pirst and Second
Council Jessions of UKKRA, the World Jewish Congress consulted with various dele-
gates on the basis of memoranda prepaTed in cooperation with the Institute of
Jewish Lffeirs. Initial results obteined at the first conference in 1943 at
atlentic City were solidified eng extended by the combined delegations of the
World Jewish Congress and the Americen Jewish Conforence at the 3econd Montreal
Council 3ession., These theses esteblished by the Institute of Jewlsh Affdrs
(Relief and Rehabilitation by Zorach Werhaftig) were adopted by almost all the Jew-
ish orgenizations represented in Montreal and his main points were also sdopted by
the UNBRRA Council wupon tho motion of the smericen znd British delegations,

In preparstion for the ¥or Zmergency Conference, the Institute of Jewish
Affelrs working together =with the various departments of the World Jerish songress |
has developed concrete asnd detailed programs for the Restoration of Jewish Rights,
the specific problems of relief and rehzbilitation for Jews, the guestion of
idemnificstion for property loss and demages end the problem of retribution for
¢crimes, On each of these problems, in addition to the draft programs the
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Institute of Jowish Affairs has prepared comprehensive monographs discussing in
detail the problems involved. Materials of this sort Prepared by the Institute

of Jowish affairs hove already beeon widely used by agencies for Jewish and general
pos twar plenning ond they will provide the besis at the discussion of the War
Emergency Conference of the World Jewish Congress and the Second Session of the
american Jowish Conference, &t waich occasions the lines of Postwar Jewish demands
~will be thrashed out.

O ¢

The problems of the Jewish people in tho Past have been such that their solu-
tion must be sought through international cooperation. There can be no doubt that
tnis will be the case even more significently in the future. The World Jewish Con-
gress because of its representative character, its wide experience, its far-flung
end well-orgenized contacts, through its constituent affilistes, with all parts of
the world and with the governments which will shape the world's future, is an in-
valuable machinery for Jewish reconstruction, Thus in the period between the two
wars, the Jewish people, through the Committee of Jewish Delegations and its
historical successor, the World Jewish Congress, have in some measure kept alive
that principle of international cooperation which now ig generally recognized to
be essential,



The Yorld Jewish Congress is a federal orguuitlu camposed of Jewish
aommani ties and organizations iz forty comntries throaghout the world.

Its headquarters are inm New l’orl:} where it works in the closest cooperation
with the Amsrisan Jewish Coneress which is iis largest comstituent.

It cooperates also with the Americen Jewish Conferemce, with which 14

has a Joint Planning Committaes.

The Congress is represented im every sountry Yy its local constitunent,

but in addition msatains offices under the direot gontrol of the Executive
at Geneva, lLonden, Busnos Aires, Sydney, I.i-bonfl}ncni iﬁto&holm This

network of offices and affiliations gives the Congress unigue facilities

for following the course of events everyvhere .Aifimgheut the world, including
ococapied comntries, with the Jewish underground movements with whioh

the Geneva office has beem im unbroken liason einoe the cutdresk of #e

WAL,

The program of the Warld Jewish Congress covers the following departmemts,
1) M

.nmnnt aontact 1s maintained with Joevish gommnities Shroughomt the
world, which are kept informed, snd new commnities and orgsnisations

are added from time to tims to the affilistes of the World Jewish Comgress.
They are supplied with information on the course of Jewish events and
their rescurces and persomnel are mobilized im the service of Jewish
oanun. In some countries the Congress has bo? instrumental in oreating
rop\'ounnu'n Jewish bodies Wwre none had axhhd. In soue parts of

the globe, the Congress has oreated regional grouplngs for neighdoring
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communlties with common neede which can best be served Yy cooperation.

Thus, the Xaltiwore omference of 1941 was the first ococasios on whioch

the Jewish leaders of Latia American countriee came together in an effort

to formulate and wolve prodlems in common. More reoently thers was established
an Inter-Scandinavian Jewish Congress, withia the franework of the Yorld

Jewish Congress, that met the needs of the Jewish commnities of Sveden,
N¥orway, Denmark and Tinland. The Conzress $hrough tis Organization Department
sosks to glve practioal expression to tha desiresaad need for Jewlsh unity

on all matters in which Jewish sommnities have a common oomcern, prastically

1n international affairs.

3) Politiesl

The Pplitical Departsent has established cordial melations with mesmbers
of virtually every civilised government throughout ths world. Through
these associations it seeks to secure understandinog for the neads and
hopes of the Jewish pecple everyvhere ani supperts for the program whioh
has bedn adopled fat sutmisslon at the internatiopal conferences shich
are engaged in framing the peace settlement. The department has succesfully
fintervenes on behalf of Jewish commnitlies and groups not able to defend
themselves against anti-Semitism and has from time $0 time secured the’
interest and aympathy of the great demooratic powers in support of Jewish
minorities fighting for their rights.

S

Experience has now dswonstrated that anti-Semitism is an international
movenent and can only be fought miccessfully on am international seale;
the Conzress has been able t0 secure suocesses in this field bdeocanse
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it has been able to engage simultansously the interest of all ths £0vernuants

fonoerned.

The Conzress was the firat organiration to present mthentic evidence, ~
which wag ngtented by the zovernments after careful 1hqn1ry, demons trating
the existsnos of an organired plan to exterminate the Jews of Furope.

It was the firat organizition workinz simltansously in Londonm and ¥ashington
to secure offivciaml condemuation bty the United Nations of this palicy of
extermination,and 1t was the first body o? any kind to secure permission
under official guidance to undertake :.he work of rescue in occuvled territories.
In addition to iie zovernmental m.tm representatives of the Tolitical
Department thrcughout the world ni‘nta.tn the closest ccoperation in natters

of common interest with Doth nmtionsl and intermational unofficial bodies.

It is, for example, represented on the internatiensl Executive of the

Free World Assogiation and pther similar hodies.

3) Becopstruotion

The Congress hae both a special oblization and spescial opportuniiies

to play a oreative part in the reconstriction of Jewish communal life

{n Burops. In this task it has the assistance of 18 representative committess
coumposad of spme of the foremost Jewish leadars of all the countries whioh -
wére at one time ocoupled by the enemy. 1In addition, -experts of the
Instituts of Jewlsh Affaire have Araftsd a fetalled program covering

the problems of Relief, Restoration of Rizhts and Status and Restitution

and Indemnif{oation, which will oall for constant and uaremitting sctivity

in every liberated country.
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Menbers of the Congress are assigned to every liberated uot;ntry at the
earliest possible moment to mot as 1iason with the offiges in Few York
and London. This work 1s inoreasingly direated from the Congress office
in London which 1s the Faropesn headquarters for the work of UNREA, the
Intergovermsental Committes for Refugess, ete., and an immensely important
part is aleo played by the Geneva office which Ras the sapport of the
"Federation of Swiss Jnt_nh commnities, whioh has been L.fmnt.a with /

4
Vs
1

the Comaress from its imdeption.

4) Inter-Awriosy Jewish Gopnadl

The Inter-American Council was estadlishad at a conferenae hold h mtimro
in 1941. 1In eddition to the imerican Jewish Congress, the n‘ﬂl‘!’tﬁr ron‘nentauvo
Yody of every orgasnised Jewish sommunity in the Western Hemlsphere is
assogiated with thig fonmu. The importanae of 1ts arpose was attestad to
by ur. Summer Velles, the Mtiu Seoretary of Shate,vho addressed the first
meeting of the councfl. Through this orzanisation, the first attempt

is being made to deal on a cooperative tasis with all the vreblems whioch

are common to the Jewish oommnitles of Latim America. Apart from the
Muzercus political questions whick arise frem time to time, one of their
most urgent tasks is to provida for the maintenance snd development of
Jewish cultural values. Ay of these comminities are %00 saall and of

teo recent estadlishment to have the reecurces and parsaanel nedessary

for dealing with thase problems bty themselves. 1If $he Jewish 1ife of

South America is to be maintained at Lits full strengthd, it 1s odvious

that it mast have help amd guidance from & dody shich modllizes the resources
ef all of tham. This is what the Inter-imerican Jewish Council sets oud

to 4o, and it i a work which has bepome immensely more urgent since




.
the tragic evente in Turope have Adastroyed so many centrer of Jewish

1ifs ani learaing.

9} Public Relations

The maintensance of the work of the vorll Jewish gongrosa mst in a mpasare
denexl on the maintenance of ap aﬁemato-nma of mblic ralations.

It 1s no longer possible te defend Jewich interests ndamuately by appeals
to the publlc oplnion of one country slons; noP ean the strugsle for

Jewish rizhte in any ons country be coniucted without reference to avents
in other counwies. In ehort, & ncw technigue of public relations on

an intercational acnla mist te developed. This consideration is reinforeed
by the fact that the ostabltah'nant of the Jewish status is 80 closoly
associated with the work of emh fnternational orgmi"ationsun *-r thw

aasvicas of thalk ﬂnl ted -antwmvire.

\

8) Pabllcations and Heseargh
The Institude of Jewish Affairs which has besn fungtioninz unier the

Joint muspioss of the World and imericnn Jewlsh Zongresses in New York

1s universally recognized as the moct effective organlzstion of its kind
anyvhere in the world., Tha studies snd reporss which it has published

have becoms etandard text~booke. It has ocarried out important work for
zovernment departments boih Baere and abroad., At international confora'ncu.

a8 for example the UFRBA meeting at Hontreal, ite publications have been
1ecepted as a basis for the formlation of policy by all the Jewish organisaticas
The doouments at the dimposal of the Institote, csrefully assemblad over

a pericd of years from all marts of the world, including occupted aountries,

are unigue; ani i%s work is directed by a group of echolars among whom

are scme of the foremost anthorities on Jewish questions. The research
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conducted by the Institute forms the indispenspble basiag for tae Tormlation
of nolicy by the World Jewish Congress, and 14s work has u?\i:a'ﬁ"ﬁeen oketedd
at the Ai=msml of the American Jewish Conference as part of the a-raement

aoncluded Yy the Tongress with that body.
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Der Juedis. he Vieltkorgress ((O/&

i ‘ f~. -l‘ :
und seine Arbeit, SR

“; F) : "'[_zf‘i.'
Cer Juedisohs Weltkongress wurde im Jahre 1936 in Genf geschaffen auf éiner
Yersarrluns, die in der alten Veras-~lunpshalle dea Voslkerbundes abgehalten wurde,
Heser. ersten Jutenmentreffen des Jusdisohen Weltkongresses wohnten Lelegierte
von faat vierziy Laendern bed und veriraten prektiech jede gelatlge Schule daes
seltgenoessischen juedisohen Lebens, 30U Daleglerte, von ihren reapektiven jue=-
dischen Uemeinden in den oben srwashnter Lasndern gewsehlt, wohnten der Yersam =
luns bei, Die Versammlung war einbsrufean worden von dem Gomlte dee Delsgations
Julves und dem ExeottiveKcmite dea .mericsn Jvewish Congress, Uie Autoritaet,
Erfahrimg und kaachinerie der ipternstionalen {usarmenarbeit, die won diesen
Xogrperacha 'ten washrend der Friederakonferens, und 4in den darauf folgenden
Jahren pufgebaut worden waren, wurien weltergeleitet an die nsue ixecutive, die
in Genf gewaehlt wirde und die die Grumdlage ihrer Arbeit und organisatorischen
Struktur wvurde,

“or der Grusndungskonfersn: des Jusdischen Welﬁkongmueu vurden dred
Vorkonferensen in Genf abgehalten: im September 1932, im hurwst 1933 und im
Aupuat 1934, In den Jahrer, bevor der Yusdische Weltkongress errichtet wurde,
hatte ein Exeouti-Komite aich mit der politiachen urd organisstorischen Arbelt
beschaeftigt wnd das; waehrend es sich um diege S.oten kuemmerte, auch die ore
panigatordschs Rahrenarbelt und die Prolcduren der Wahlen in den verachlisdenen
Laenderr -rp-herdiote,

Be‘t Aupust 1936 1rt Jer Einfluss des Kongress staendig pewachser, uo
dass seine Vertreter jetst in praktisch aller freien lasndern der Welt zu Iinden
gind, wie entfernt sie auch sein moegen, und seine Struktur ist ausgedehnt und
gestaerkt worden, s=o dars jetzt ein ‘ertreter des Hauptbureaus an jedem dinloma-
tis<h wiohtiren Tunkt Lmterhalten wird,

Heuptburesu

Vor susbruch dee Ericges war cas Hauptbureau n laris, wolches der regele-
maeasige ‘erggmnlungsort der !éitgli.eder der Execoutive war, die in Frankreich,
Gross Sritannien, Belgien, Hollanmd und gder Schweisz lsbten, waehrend ein anderes
wichtiges Burean in Genf unterhalten wurde, des sich mit der Masae dea Geschacffes
beschaoftigbon dag der Kongress mit dew Toelkerbund und seiner Mitgliodern dursh-
fuehren musate, Avsserdiem wurden dem Xongress Erlsiohterungen in (en Bureaus des
American Jewish Congress in lew York und der Dritish Section in london gewashrd,
waehrend Delegierte, dle won der Executive ernannt worden waren, als seine Ver-
treter in Skandinavien, Folen, Zentraleurspa und Rumanien handelten, iie Entwhoklung
des Krieges hat uaweigerlish Varaerderunpen in der S3truktur des Hongress herrerge-
rufen, der von Zeit gu Zeit den Beduerfaiseen des ioments &ngepasst worde, .iach
der Beset::mg Mrunkreiohs wurde die Jetzige “rganisation geschaile:, Das Haupte
burezu wurde nach New York transferiert, wnd oin neues Bureau wurde in London
ale europaeisches “suptbureaw aufgemscht, Das “enfer Buregu wurde umgewandelt,um
Hilfsprcbleme und neus und dringende Eil{aprobleme zu uebermelmen, die durch die
Entwicklung des Kriegea peschaffen worden waren, und ein iillfsdbursau wurde in
Lossabon fuer den glelehen iweol eingerishtet, Zar selben Zeit wurde eln neuer
Poster in 3ionos Aires erceffnet, um als Hauptbureau fuer den suesdamerikaniscken
Kontinent zu dienen, und ein Hilfsposten in Mexicu wurde mit der Eomtrolle deringe-
lepenhelteon in diesem lande und Zemtralamerika beauftragt, iusser diesen Bureaus
unter der direkten Auioritaet der Execubive muessen die Bureaua der anpsachlossenen
Gemeinden und vrganisationen in allen Peilen der Welt hinzugefuegt werder, die ihre
Kagchrineris und ihre Dienste freiwillis dem fongress zur Verfuegung geatcllt habem,



Representation

Der Jucdlmhe Wwoltkongreas j:ct aweifellos die repraesentativate Koerpersc'aft,
die in modermen Jeiten errichtet wurde uni sich wit Juedischen .\ gelerenheiten in
der ganzed [lagpora beschasftigt, Ausser der smerican Jewish Conpress werfuegh er
ueber die Trezapflioh% ~on Jeder repracsentativen juedischen Xocerpevachait in allen
Laendern drn» westl'shea “ssmiathere susserlalb dor Verelnigten Stasten, In Carada
upd jedem luteinareril-anischen land 13% ¢ie orgsniwierte reprassentative Xoorper=
schaft de- Gemeinde do xongross &igrgchklossen, In Europa urterstuetzen die Judon=-
heiten der einegiper dred Wlelhenlen Cameinden, dis muwser England fred sind, Yclweils,
Sciweder. wd Fortugal, den Lonpress, In ticr “shieiz, wo eine offiziclle vemeinde
axistiert, die vom Gesety mnerkurut ist, ist es die Gemeinde selbst, die snpeschilosw
aen 1oty §  dex anderen leendern glnd A-tellunsen des Juediachen Welt¥ongresses ore
richtet worden, In Groas Britenvien ist Jos -auph der British Section, dem eine grosse -
Angehl won vightigen Gemeindeorganissbionen Jedwy Art angesshlossen sind, dle
Marohioness of Yesling, mit Frofessor $, drofetsky und Mre,Philip Guedella ols Vice-
Praesicenten, waehrend der aktive Vorsitzends 5o #bwesenheit won “abbiner Perlaveip
er, 5.8, Bilverran ‘8%, ein distinguiertes i it lied des Britischen Parlaments, In
ralaestina let der Va d leum? an den Xonzrege arpeschlossen und arbeitet in engster
Kollaboration mit derm Xomites, die in dieter Lurde errlehtet wurden, um die Intercase
der Juedischen temeinden in Ost-und Zermtralsurcpa su verkreten, die Jetat umbter foind-
licher Besetrung sind, Angesiehts der strat.g’scien und pelitischen Bedeubung van
Auwstral-anien und dem Fernen Usten im jetzipgen i‘oment fst eine markierte Entwiaklung
der songress—ieweguug in diessn enifernter Laendern gewesen, FKonpresskomitesa funihio=
nierten sowohl in Jupuoischen wie in ehkinesische: Zgatren, -nd ein Burean vrier der
Lestung won Dr, ¥, Laserpon st in Velbourne errichtet worden urd waehrend der letzten
Jahre hat sich die :ustralische Section des Juedischen Weltkongresses, die erste
Jusdische repraesentative Koerperechait aul diesem Zontinemt, unter der Fuekbung von
S8ir Samuel Cohen entwickelt, dem Fughrer der Jusdlechen CGemeinde in Syiney, Die Arbeit
dea Zenbralturesus in lew York it wntcr dor allgemcinen beitung von Br, Stephen 8,
¥ise, der Voreltzenden der Bxecutive, ne Dr, ¥, Goldmann, dem Vorsitzenden dems Ad=
minietrativ-Xomites, die susarmen wit Dr, i',1L, Perlzweiz, dem Vorsit:.erden dey 3Bril- -
tiachen Section und momentan Direktor des Folitiechen De-artementa, in der pnliti-
schen Arbeit fuehren, Rabbd Irving Miller is% #ls Mitglied der Execukive kooptlord
worden und hat die Arbeit ded Departements fuer Administration und Organisation
uebernormen, das fuer die Aufrechterhaltung des Kontakts mit den Xongressbureaus
v dex mpgeschlossensn Gruppen in der gansen Welt verartwortlich iet, Fermer
lJeitet Dr, A, Tartakover das Hilfsdeparbe ent, Das Folitischa Dapartement wird
von Dr, .ax Beer assistiert, der der lialgou Offigier mit der Frelen Frunzoesischen
Rezierung un! den Vertreterr einer Anzahl :nderer Beglerungen $m Exil ist, Ur.leon
Eubow'tski leitet ein neues Departemert, deszen Aufgabe es ist, die Fuchrer der
europaeischen Judenheiten in den Vereinigten Staaten in repraesentative Eomites
zu vereinen, welohe wiederum don Beirat fusr Eurepseisch=Juedische Angelegenhelten
konstituieren, Dag Politische Departement wird jetat in Washington durch Mr.James
Wefrerman-Nige vertreten, der das Bureau des Imter=Amerikanischer Juedis-hen Rates
dort uebernomen &t und in etaendipur Eonsultatiom mit den Departwent stelk,

Altivitaet in Jahre 1940

im Februsry 1940 besuckton Pe, Nahum Goldmann sus Senf wmd Taurdoe L,
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Porlzweig aus London die Washington fonvention des Amerlcdn Jewlsh Conpresa,

Dicze zwel Puehrer, die #eit Ausbru h des Kricpos einen atele: Fontakt mid
desr Britischen und Franzossisohen Repierung un'erhzlben und entaprechesde
Mussnatmen ergriffen hatten, die den Diskuseionen in Tondon umd in Pruis
folgten, und die den Zweok hatten, jusdiasche Hilfe in den verschiedcmen
Toilen der “elt fuer den Widerstand gezenm die Agression der Sxenmazoiie zu
organisieren, brachten Vorschlaege mit, um die Jusdische Belsteuerung su den-
Kampfe zu erweitern und die jnedischen Gemeinden ueberall zu vervinen zum.

" .wecke der Formulierung einer gemeins:on Annasherung an dic Probleme der
Haghkricge~Rekongtruktion uvnd der Urganisation einer gemeins men Torbe=
reitung fuer éie Fricdensdiskussionen, dle den Ende des Erieges folgen
wuerden. Diese Vorsohlaepe wu'den.mit den Fuehrern des. Ame lcan Jewish Con-
gres: hesprochen und mit Vertrutern .ciderer jucdischer Koerperschz tea in
den Vereinigten Staaten im Lichte eincr Bewogung fuer verelnighe Kcnsultaticn
wng sktion, die bereits betraeohtliche mbe-stuetzung unter den Juedirchen
Fushrern aller Fartelen in England, Frankreich, Hollamd, der Schevelr md
anderen westeuropaeischen laencern getunden hatte, lLeider produsierten diese
Bermshungen kein sofortiges Resultat ausgerhalb der Ragnge der Kongreeg~
bewe;ung selbgt, aber Dr, Stephen 5, Wise und seine Kellegen an der Sritze
des American Yewlsh Congress verbuergten ihre aufrichtige Unberatustzmg,
somohl wmoralisch wie materiell, fuer die Plasne fuer eine auagedelnte diplo=
matisohe Aktivitaet und die Errichtung eines wisgenschaftlichen Iostitutes
fusr Yuedische Angdegenheiten, dss Gie Nashforschungem unternelmen sollte,
die fucr dls politische Arbeit des Kongresses und fuer die Formullennp
von Friedonsvorschlsegen unerlaesslish waren, '

Nachiem Dr, Goldmenn und Dr. Perlswel- die destehende Sltuatiom,
wia sie juedische Bof fnunpen md Imteresser in Mitleldenschaft zog, xit
fushrenden Beamten in Washingtem tm! den diplomatischen Yortretern der krieg-
fuchrenden dempkratischan Masohte Ende Maers d skutiert hatten, fuhren sie
nach Genf wnd London zurueck, ln Genf begann Dr, Goldmann, das projizlerte
Institut zu organisleren wnd ging d:nn nach Paris, wo er die Diskusaicnen
mit fuehrenten Miigliedern der Frinzoesischen Regierung wieder an‘nghm mit
Iiinsioht darauf, ihre Unterstuetzimp fusr die allgemeinen Ziele deg Songreass
su: erreichen, Dise Konversationen hatten einen Punkt erreicht, a: dem .ev
Premierminister, X, Reynaud, es umternommen hatbe, eine ceffentliohe Er=
klaerung abeugeben, ale die letzte Fhase des fransoesischen ¥iderstandes
gegen die Nariinvasion begunnen hatte un: die Komwersationen sufgegeben
werden mueeten, - '

-In London unterbreitete Babbiner Perlswoig susarmen mit den Beam~
ten der Britischen Section des Koupresaes den Mitgliedern der Britischen
Reglerung und anderen beceutenden Jeamten simen detaillierten dericht ueber
dle Resultats seines Besuahes in den Vereinigten Staat:n, Die Diskusalonen,
die mit ¥itglicdern der Chamberlain-Regierung angefangen worden waren,
wurden mit Mitgliedern von Churohills Kriagskebinett fortgsfuehrt und re0
gsultierten in einan Brief an Rabbi Perlsweig, der von dem R, Hom, Arthur
Gresnwood, Mitglied der Erieggkabinette und Vorsitsender des Komites fuer
Naohkrisgsrekonstruktion diedes nghinetts, unterseichnet war, Dieser Brief
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bestaotigte wieder dle 'mvecraenderliohe. Oppomition .vm Groge Britannicn
tegenueher dem Nazgsystem und der Rassenphilisophie, die uit ilm verbunden
1st, und fuogte die bedeutsame Erklaerumg hirzi, -ase im Wiederaufb u der
viviliaierten Oesellachat naoh dem Xriege "Juden u berall die Gelegenhalt
haben sollten und haber werder, eine klare umd konstruktive Eontribution au
machen” , dug dl eser bedeubenden Erklacrung, ‘die den Xlaren Plaxt der Jue~
dischen Fruge in jecer Aumnasherung an eins Loesung der europaeischen laoh-
krigzg~rrobleme erka ﬁtv, entsiand gine g;a_nzé Serie von Erk}acrumpen won
Reglerunger, die sicl. 4. Erdeg gepsn ie fize befinden, _
Elr {rewd Yoher i&onbak‘c wurde suoh in Londcno mit apderen chiem‘ngen
- hergestellt, besomders 1:1% Cer polnisclen, diz ihr ¥ uptbureaw nsci Frankreichs
Zusa menbruch  voi .lglere nach Loudor trausforierte, ln Konsultation mit
Dr. Ignacy Sohwarshe.ri, Yitnlied cee Lﬁh&suhﬁn <ationalretes und ebenizlle
’ﬁitglied ces Adninistrativikomites Jdog Juediqclﬁn 'Weltkongrcasen, wurden
-Schritte unternonren, wm eine nocknalise Erkluommg zu erhalten ueber. cie
Haltung der polnischen Regle ruug betreffs der Juediechen Fruge sorchl vwichrend
des Krieges wie bei der Wlede herstelling poinischeér Unabhaengigkeit, Diese
Bemuehunpen gipfuiten in einer Rede, .4ic von ¥r. S, 5, Silvermsn, } P,
dem Deputierien~Vorsitiwenden der Britiscien Sochion des Kongresses, in dem
House of Commons gehalten wurde, Die Pade wu de im Verlauf einmer Desbatte
neber ein Vemetz sur Definiarung des Stadbes dor Poluisohen irmee suf dri=
tischem Bocen gehﬂten und enzog dem fuchrenden “inisgter des Gesetzes eine
wiohtige Erklaerumg, die dio erste .effentliche Vorleswny der beruehmbten
"Irder des Tages" aina?:hlou, die za ig ;.lnjsche Arwes won Ceneral Sikorski,
den poinisohen Premlefln!.niater und Befehlzhaber gegen deu Antigemitisnus he =

guegegeben wurde, Ver Geist vun Er‘. Silv:rmane Rede, die allgemsin zls elme
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neigterhafte ‘orutelltmg betrachtat wurde, f:u:hrta «u einem neuen \verhaeltnis

4% den polnischen Autoritaetsn, dms si'h seitdum in oiner Amrahl voa wioktigen
~unxi freund,icher Erklaerungen ausgedrickt hat, die gon dem poluisohen Pre.ier
“und anderen Miggliedern seiner Regierun cemacht wurden,

Enge und freundsohafgliche Bexlehungen wurden mit Gencral chorles do
Gaulle becbhelgefuehrt kurs nach der Errichtung seinec Hauptquartiers in London,
basonders duroh die Bemuelungzen vom Albert K, Cohon, einem Beamten des Po~
Mtischer Lepartmarts des Kongresses, der ven dem P. riser Bureau nach lon=-
don trapsferier: worden war, mit cem Resultat, dass, als Rabbi Perlmweip
daraufhir. in die Versinigten Staa en fubr, Gcnaral de Gaulle einen Brief an
teinen Vertreter in Lew York, %, cde Sieyes, riehkete, in dem er den Ent=
gchiuas der Frajen "-anweaiaohen Bewepung wiederholte, die Reohte der fran-
zoesischen Juier voll wiedevh.csustellen, wnd instulerte seinen Vertreter
durol Rgbbi Perlgweig den Eontakt mit dem Kongress auirschtsuerhalten,

In der Zwisohenzeit hatte: cle Ereizniase, einschlieswlich der invasion
der Nisderlande, neus wnd furchtbare Frobleme fusr der Xongrees in Gross
Britannien geaohafren, Auf der einen Sgite fuehlte sich der Congress verw
pfliohtet, seine- Antell an..er Xriepsboempehupgen im housultation it cem
Minieterium fucr oekonomisohe Rriet,sfichnmg und dem lnfermatiomsminiecteriun
su verstaerken, Lina Sachverstaeniigen-icmite unter der Leltung von Dr ki,
Barou 'md Professor E, Coken, cen ehrenaitlichen Sekretaeren der Britisden
Sektlon, stollie sioh deu Leparbementen : 'r Verfuegung, dle ocekoncmisghe
Fragen behandelter; aur der andoren Seite spiclte ¢in epesielles homiten
unter der Leitung vom kr, B, S, Silyerwan, ¥, P, das sich haeu i; im House
of Cormons traf, eine wichtipge Rolle im thut: der Interessen der Flueshtlinge
von der Nazi~Unterdrueckung, von dener viele internier: wurder ala Vorsiohks=
nasg regel fusr den Fmily Teil, ZJev ven Naziagenten in versohiedenen VerRleidungen
wahrend der Besetsung von liolland gespiclt hatten, fuer alle dicee Anpelegen=
heiten wurden dauernd kinfster Lesuclt w¢ wichbtige Reaultate erzielt, wvon
denen eines der wichbipggoen die Ernennm,. der Marchioness of Keading, der
Praesidentin : er Britiscten Bektion, n ¢rs Komite war, da errichict wirde,
un das Aussenministerium ueber die Jehandlung wom Auslasmdcrn, sowohl feind=-
lichen wie ireundlichen, yu beraten, vnter fdenen tu dleser Zeit Tausende van
Juden waren, Diese Ernennung war um g0 bec gutender, well Lady Heading das
einzige juedlsche Mitglied dea Kamites war, wachrend dke alle anderen lit-
glieder des -arlaments waren,

Usheraiodlun; des Eauptbureaue nach dem ﬁ_’areinigben Staaten

‘Der Vormarsch der Naci-irmees in »rankreloh waehrond des Firuehsommers
1940 schuf furchibare Probleme der Organigation umd des Personals fuer den
Kongreas, der aein Bureau und einen Stab in Parie unterhslten hatte, nufhe
dem das Hauptbureau nach Genf verlegt worden war, Gluscklioherweisme machiten
es die freundschaftlichen Besishunren, die ridt der R.yndmi-Regierung unter-
halten vorden waren, wnd die wiochtigen Kriegsdicnste, welche daa -&riser
Bureau einer Angahl von Depert:ments hette leisten koennem, morglich, die
Entfernung des groceseren Teils der Fuehrer und des Peruomala des Kongresses
su arrangleren, obglcioh ea nicht mosglioh war, alle Archive zu retiexn,
Einige fuehremie Mitglisder zogen es wor, ir Frankreich zu bleiben, um dig
Hilfsarbeit zu organisieren, mit der der Aongrems verbunden iat, Im Luufe
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" der Zeit yurde diesc Arbeit Lmmer dringender notwendig, -hesondera nach
der Einfuehrung neuer inlaehirkeiten fu.r dle franzoeischen Juden, und
&85 Dhls gum heutigen Tage o'ne unterbreohung {ortgefuehrt worden,

Ls wwrde bald augeneoheinlich, dass fruchtbare politische .
Arbeilt van nirgends auf dem eurcpaeisclen sontinemt mehr [orlgefuehrt
werden konnte, lementsprochend «uwrde dee Genfcr Burzan reorgsniciert als
Hauptbureau wnasrer liilfsarbeit unter der leitung eines Sachwerstaendlgea—
Stabes, unt mit der Abreise von Dr, Goldmann nach den Vereinlgten Staaten
wurd. cus dauptbuwreau des Kongresses nich New Yok transferiert, Kurz da-
nach wurde dos Londener Bureau als europaeisches Hauptbureau begtimmt und
mit der Au ‘gube betrsut, die Verhindungen nioht nur mit den britischen
Aubo-itueten, sondern mdt «llen Regierungern im Exil awfrocht ru crhalten,
die in Iingland erriohtet worden waren, wumd Rabbiner Perlawei; wurde aum
ubezhaupi: dieser Buruuu srnannt,

Interastuetzung der dumokratischan i{i-ieilbomuehunﬂen_

Als nach lrankreicnos Zusaunenbruch der Ausblick fuer dic dei'a-.o-j
kratisohe Leche am holfou ugsloseste: ersvhienm und nichts zwischen Jew.
Navie und dor Welluche rreciuun stand ususser der Emtschluss des Englischen
Volkes sie, kuste wg was wolle, auigubcliten, fuenlte dic luchrusg des
Eongreases, dass dor Moment gekorien war fuer elne meue und staerkere
Brklaeruny seiner unterstuetzung der demokraifmben Sache un: fuce Gas
Untornehren Jdes rechtlichen und lepitimen Sohrittes, die Quellen die
vorhanden worer, ru ordmen, w. ¢ieger Unterstuetsung eine prakii.che
Form ru geben, Dementspre€iend zab der Amerikanisch Jucdische Lougrcss
colne Unterstuetsung en das dcwdte zur Verteidigung Amerikas durah nile
fo an die Alllerter bekammt, und Selir tye waurdem wnteranoricn, wn die

" Beweguny uWusufungen, die sich ueber die zanze Westliche Jemis phere
verbreitete, m En land zlvile Hilfe acsedeihen zu lassea, &5 war mn
diser Zeit, dass Ra biner Perlsweiz singeledea wurde, in die Jersinigten
Staaten rurueckxukommen, was erv ei:n Juny spaeter tat mit der Ermutigung
i der Unterstuetzung ven Mi.gliedern der Britlechen Keglerung, un als
Rensultants Kapaziteet in diessr Dewspun; fuer Hilfe an Englund zu
dieren uni die Verhaeltmisae 4% de:. Britiacheu Autoritaeten in crtw: okely,
die elne neus Bedeutung mit dcm Creenwood-Brief angenommen hatten,

ARTIVITaTT 8FLT JANUAR 1941

Die Arbeit des Juedischen Weltkongrosaes kann unter dea folgenden
T‘ebemchriften rusarmengefanst werden:

1, ¥ampf pregen den Hitlerismus

Seit Ausbruch des Krieges ist der Kongren in enger und dauernder
Verbindung mit den demckratischen ¥axhindumg Regiarungen gewesen und hat jede
recht1fche und legitims Moezlichkeit argrifien in dem Xampf su helfen, Ukter
dieser Ugbersohrift kann die versohf elenartige zivile Hilie an englisohs
Bewepun-en etingeschlossen worden, welchs bebtraechtliche Properticnen an-
genommen hat, besonders in der ganzeu wesilichen Hdemisphere, Der 71il, der
von juedischen Gemeinachaften in den Besiehun en gu demokratischer. Regle-
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rungen goepielt wurde wnd die Bedeubtuny dieser Arbeit sind von Mitgliedern cer
Britinohenllmd anderen Reglerunyen anerkannt worden,

Im Feld der oekonomischen Kriepsfushrung und Propaganda haba Agenten
mter der Fuskbrung des Kougr szes in versohledenen Teilen der Welt aine Akti-
vitaet von staendig wachserder Bedeutung verfolgt, Die Aktivitaet ist vatuer-
lich ue-erall mit dem Wiseen wnd in Beratumg mit den entaprechenden Departmenten
der Begierungen der Vereinigten dationen durohgefuehrt worder,

2, Politiache Arbeit re Vanderung und rlueshtlinge

Politische Arbeit in Verbindung mit Wanderung und Aneiedlung ven Flueoht-
lingen, Der :\ongrois ist in eoiner einziga:tigen Position gewemenr, Dienste in
Bexishung zu diesen dringenden Problem zu lelsten auf Grund seiner Verbindung
mit den betreffenden Rerlerungen, Die blosse Existen: dieses Protems 1st eine
Demonstration der Gueltigkei: der LZongress-Thesis gewesen, dass die jue.ische
Frage nmioht hinreichend behsndelt v-vden kemu ausser auf dr Pasis internatiomaler
Organilation; Der Eongress !st verantworbtlioh gewescn fuer die Rettung hervorra-~
gender juedischer Fuehrer und hat fuer viele Tausende von Fluechtlingen die
Verbesserunp ihres ‘oses pesichtert, indem er Probleme uchernahm von der Enb=
lassung technlacher feindlicher Auslucnder in Oross Britrnnien bis rur Zulss=
sung von poluischen Flueshtlingen in australien, von der Beschaffms von Relne=
erlcichterungen in Indien bis zum Sohutz der Fosition van Emigranten oder Fluechte
lingen in Latkin~Amerika und Hollaendisch West Indien,

Mit vielen Reglerungen in :llen Teiln der Welt sind Besiehunpen angee
knuepft worden, zu denen in den letzten Monaten die Soviet=-Regieruny hirzukom,
mit der Verhand lwmgen wowohl in Washin ton wie auoh in London besusglioh des
Sohicksals einer gi-allen Anzahl von Fluechtlingen, die sich jetzt aut Soviet-Gebiet

befinden, gefuehr: wurden,



Waehrend der ganzen Kriegsperiode ist dsr Rongreaz in etaendigem ~ontakt mit
dem #dem State Departwent der ”uroin:lgte:; Staaten und dem Bel~Komite ceg Prasgi-
~denten gewsssn in allen Angelegenheiten berueylich der Rolle, die Amerdlk: spielen .
konnte, un dicees Problem zu loesen, sowohl um Flucohtlinge als kmi ranten und
Beswoher zurulessen und eine liberale Folitdk in dicser Hinsfoht in wrdarasn Teila
der westlichen Herdszhere su unterstusteen, in dicse: Atbeit 1st Dr Wise's. dig:liod-
schaft im Dei-Kemite fuer politische Flueoht inge de: Praesldenten ein Faktor von
ertacheidender Wichtirkeit gewesen, '

3+ Aufrechterhaltung der Verbindungslinden

Im Hinsioh% auf dio Judenheliten, die Jetrt wnter fremder Unterdrueckunz lelmn, |
st os die Aufgzbe dez -ongresses gewesen, erstens die Verbindumgalinien mit die-
sen luaendern aufrachtsuerhalten und gweitens bel dor Aulrechterhaltuny der =ersre-

tenden Koerporsoharten zu helfen, udic von den Pyehrern dieser Judenhsit purallel
su den Regierunrern im Exil erriahtet worden waren, :

Lie noztire Maschinerie wurde eingerichtet, um einen ununterbrochensn Strom
van Interkommmikation mit Lavndern wuxier Yasi-vontrolle aufrecht su ebhal en und
dieae Arbeit wurde getan, in Kemsultaztion rit den entaprechenden Regierunpon im
Exil, Pra\tiecte Tnterstustsung und politische Intervention durch den Kongress
baben Anerkenrung fuer die vertretenzen Komitee, dis im Namen der polnischen umd
asechisohun Judenheiten in verschiedenen Laendern handeln, wnd Vertreter dieser
Judenheiten wurden sn nationale legislative Koerperschaften in Komsultation mit dem
Kongregs ernsunt, 1n 211 dieser Arbeit ist ez Xklur, cass keine isolierte Judenheit,
wonn #le berechtizt waere, alleln zu handeIn, mit der Autoriteet eimer Koerperschaft
von cinew 80 grossen Wahlkreis wie der Kongrese handeln, Um diene Arbeit auszudehnen
und auch um den Rat der hervorragenden Fushrer der europaeiscben Judenh: it, die
Jetzt in dox Vereinigtes Staaten leben, verfuegbar zu haben, wurde unter der Leitung
von Dy, Lear Kubowitsgk! ein Beirat fuer europaelschejuedische Angelegenheitan gew
schaffen, ccr us Delsgierten ven representativen Juedischen Gemeinschaften zu~
sanmengesetzt ish und die im Nemen cder Judenheiten in denjenigen lasndern sprechen,
die Jetzt besetst odsr unter der Kontrolle der Axenmasshte wteher, Ee pgibt jeotet

- neun aolcher Komites, un: die. Mitgliodechait jeden einzelnen rchliesst einize der
hervorr-genisten unde erfahrenen Sprecher ihrer Gemsinden ein,

2, V.rhandlungen mit Reglerungen im Exil

Verhandlungen mit Reglerungen im “xi} gzur Vorbereitung fuer den Tiederau: bau
Juedischen Lebens in Ost-ynd Zentraleuropa, Der Kougress ist in wnunterbrochener
Verbindung mit der lrelen Franzoesischen Fuchr:rschaft, der polniachen, tachecho-
8lowakischen und anderen Reglerwngen mit dew Ziel, Usbereinstimmmgen fuer Plaene
und Voraschlasage zu erreichen, die die volle Clefchbereochtigung und die Rsstitution
4 is juedische Bevoelkerunp, wenn der Sieg errungen ist, wiederhe stdllen soll,
Viohtigze Erklaermgen voa cicaen Reglerunyen an den Xongress, die als Resultat wm
Interventionen gimaoht wurden, sind vam Zeit :u Zoit veroceffentlioh% worden, Uie
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Wirkssmke it daven ist aufiallend denanutiert wordeu durok die golariige und for=
melle Wisderherstellung der juedischen Rechte in Syrien 'md ‘ibamon, die von

einem Appell der juedischen Fushrersohaft in Belruth an cen Xongress begleited

war, dle Vertret ng der juedischen Interessen in diesen Gebleten su uebernehmen,
Inter denjenigen Re ierungen im Exil, mit denen ein dauernder Kontakt aufrechisr=—
halten wurde, ist die polnische angesichts Polems grosser juedisoher Bevoelkerumg
die wichtignte, Eipe Delegation des Rongresscs nehm umter der “ushkumng von Dr,Ste=
phen &, Wise di: Galsgenheit von General Sikorskis Besuch in den Vereinigien
Staaten im Yahre 1541 wahr, um mit ihm eine gruendliche Examination. aller hervd. =
ragenden Fragen su untarnelmen, Resultate von groesser Bedeutung folgten dicsen
Disussionexn, auf dis sick Gemoral 8ikors i basufig besog in Redsn #én den Solnischen
Nationalrat nach seiner Ruecilwehr nach Lendon, fa fandem neahfolgende Diskussionen
mit der .polnischen Vertroctern In dern Verclni: ter Btaaten neehk jenem Interview statt,’
einsohliess 1doh einer Dizkussion ueber gowisse Aspekte der Neun-Maechte-Ecnferenz,
dle im Januar 1942 im St.James Palaoe it ('raf Receinaki, der polnischen suszen«
minigter, eusamrmentraf, :

Die pclnischen Autorifasten in London haben gewisae Vorschlasge angenarvien
hingichtlich der Heuz-liaeohte-Xonferenx, die in Londom im Famen des fongreases von
der British Sektion unscrbreitet wurden, Dic DMekuselonen sind noch im Gunge rdt
anderen Reglerungen, und man hofft, dass das Ergebnis im der Emtwicklung groesserer
Bedeutung in ien Bemushungen rasultieren wird, das Tmrecht wieder gut wu mochen,
dass den europneiachen Julen angetan worden 4st,

5. Verhandlunzei mit deiokratischen Reglerungan

Ver! andlumge: mit den Jemokrati:chen Reglerungem, um ithr Interease zu er—
weoken und ih-e Unterstuetsung zu sichern fuver die Rekonstruktiom des Juedischen
Lebens auf einer Basis von Selbstrespekt und duvernder Sioherheit. Diese Diskus=~
sioner wurden ursprusnglich mit ditgliedern ¢.c8 Britischen Kabinetts gehslten wnd
behandelten juedische Probleme in ihren wverschicdenen Phasen, Seit vec Verceffent-
lichung des Briefes von Arthur Greenwood, dem Vorsitsemden des Britischer Kabinett-
Komites fuer Nashkriega-Rekonstruktion, vor einem Jahr, sin? diese Diskussicnen

ataendig entwickelt worden, und der Britische Minister fuer Information, sowie
Fushrer unieres eigenen State Deparmants, hebsp wachsendem tiefes Interease an
der Arbeit des Instituter fuer Juocdische dngelegenheiten gexeight, auf dessen
tatesechlichen runde: der Fall d=& Fongreases vor der Friedenskonferens gegruendet
aein wird, In dies:r Verbindunpg kann aul eir Memorandum usber iie 2llgemeine
jmdimhe Fosition ven Ra'biner Ferlzweig hiugewiessn werden, das von dem Bri-
tischen Yesandten im Sommer 1941 rum Primeminister in lendon genommen wurde und
oine darauffolgende Erklaerumg von Hinston Churohil) sur Folre hatte. Jede be=
deutende Rerierumpg wnterhaelt jetzt ein ' epartrent oder ein Bursau, das Material
f-er die Fricdenskonferena vorbsreitet, wnd der Kongreas hat Verhindumgen mit -
allen aufgenommen, in Leadom direkt und durch diplomatische Missiomen in Washington,
Inter den wiohtigeren dieser Konsultationen cntwiokeln sioh Jetzt Divkuasiomen

in London swischen der Britischen Sektionm und der Maohkriegs-Rehabilitationa~
Division des Ministeriums fuer oskonomisohe Krievsfuehruny fuer Plaene tfuer

die Ernaehrung der juedischen Bevoelkerunp bhel Beendigung der Feindaeligkeim,
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6, Hilfeaktivitaeten

Aumserhalb der Vereinigter Staaten ist der Juedische Weltkougreas
aush eine sammelnde Hilfsorganisation, Die Campaigns, dis in Latein-Amcrika -~
md anderswo gefuehrt werden, hsben den Xongrese befaehigt, dringend nootige
finanzielle Filfe den Flueohtlinpekomites 4n Europa, Palassting und dem
Fernen Osten zuko~ren zu lassen und die Einwanderumg juedischer Fuchrer
in Ex)l aus Europa nach Ameriks zu ermoeglichen, Das Hilfadepartment hib
siok als lebenewiohiip erwlesen, um es moeglish zu machen, die Kmnressimen,

die durch die politlsche Aktivit et des Kongreeses ersielt wurden,sus~
sunuetzen,
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' Der:Juedische TelTkongress und seine Arbeit.
Hher Jﬁedische ”eltkonvress wariie im Jahre 123 in Genf eschafien auf
_ ~ o
ciner Versamﬁiung;_die fn'der alten Vers ammlungshalle des Voelkerbundes '
abg eh"lﬁnn ""“ic. Diesem er5+a;?usanmenu1effen des Jiuedischen Yeltkongresses

wohnten Welo"leruﬂ von fasu v1e*23" Lqenuerh bei und vertrsten prakiische

Jede geistige Schule des zeltgernoessischen jued1schen Lebems. 300 Deleglerte,

von ihren resosicliiven 3nedlachen Geﬂulrdeﬂ 1n den cbe¢_e1ﬂaebnten Laendern

gewashlt, UknJeu aer VQIS“LN]UHF bei., Die Versammluhg 1&1 Cle&TUfeﬂ worden

vorn dem ComlTe des DeleggfloRS'Julves unt dens Execut1Vh£ou1Te des American

JGW1od Consress.-Dle Autorltaet, Erfanrung Jnd mﬁﬂc‘Lﬂerl* dor 1nlern1uloncla

TN

Zusnnnengvnﬁit Gie vnn diesen ;férnmreoyax,en waehrond der Iriedenskonfe-

i renz ﬂxfsﬁganxxmxxinxymmxnx, gpd in den @ rnuf folrenéen J}h“fn aufgcbaut

'orden warep, vurﬂe;'We"tergélpltpb an die neua FXGkutlve, dle 1n Genf. ga—--J

waehlt WITde uﬁ &19 ala\urwnﬂ"€° "'7'= :+'1’"J ol.mﬂi “turiBOﬂenuﬁtruké* 

o tur surde. <

fas Jucdinchen ?“Ltkﬂnglﬁombx wurden drei -

-Vnr onfertnsen in Gel 8 zL*T : #{ im Be ~mﬁér~1952;'im Angst l9j3 una

L Aagu:t l”3¢g~IH’de*LJ°hreﬂ En"or ae¢ Jzedische Relt*ﬂtf;c 38 e*xmchtet

{

‘wurde, hatte Jd xekut¢v~ﬁ0m1ﬁo aicn miﬁ,dérf "iltlscheu?und o;udnaoat@ri-. E
' Lo odms S
._schen Arbnlu bebc a8 ftigtauad;‘WFckrrnd cs & h'um diese: uauheu kuemmerte,

auch die orga 1°*tor1suhe o hmenaIQPLﬁ unu ﬂie Pra?eda MChss der ,uhlen in den ;~

‘ verschlc ensﬂ.umﬂﬁﬂer" OTbPTPiLObk.

- Seit kuguxt 1936 1st der Blnfluob des. (ongreag Jxacndlﬂ fewachsens”ébJ
- freien ° der Telt :
_-dass seiﬂe Ver%romgr 1etzt in:yr Ktlbch a¢7enfhaen@ern/ 2 quden sind, wLa




Hauptbureau

Vor Ansbruch des Krieaéﬁ viar 4as Hauptbuiéau‘in Pariz, welches der re-
7elmaessige Versammlungsort der Mitgliecder der Bxekutive wor, die-in Fronk-
reich, Gross Britannieﬁ Belglen Holland und ‘der SChWElZ lebben, chhrend
ein anderes uch+1gos Bure u in Genf unterhalten'wurde,_das sich mit der
Masse des Geschaeftes Eeschaefti?te, das der'Kbngresg mit dem Voelkerbund
und seinen 1*9110“Prn durcn“ueqzen musste, nuqserdem wurden dem ongress
Erleicht e*ungrn in don Buresus des American Jewish Gon&reqs in New York
und Qer Brltlsh qpctlon in London p;mnrhrt W&« hrend Jeleglerte, die von
der FxocutiVe nrnannt énrﬁen waren, els seine Vertreter in oxanq1na"1en,r
Polen, Zent lraleuromne unﬁ Dumaenlen hqnoelten. Dle EntmchWung des Krieges

hat umreigerlich VGTRLHGQTUP"eD e i der Struktur de% Konrress hervorgerufen
der wvon aeit 1 ?nﬂf den Bed“*fnzﬂeor leg Momcn*s'anbeg“fqt Hu‘ue. Noeh dexr
Begetrunr Frfﬁ“T01ohs wurﬂe le jetzire urganiSFtwon,ge ehoffen. Das Haupt—-

bureau wurde _Lchfﬂew Yor? Ty nqﬁo iert, und eoin neues Burean vtrde in London

als europaeisches \aubtbureﬂw alfrenach ‘Das Genfer ”areau wzrde wng ewandel$

um Hilfsnrobleme und neua.unq Grlnrende Hilfsprobleme AP uetcrnehmen, die

. durch die EntW1cﬁlung des Kriﬂ”r ate ?chﬁfﬂop woraen maren, 3mxxxxkhmnxﬁxit
und ein le?sbpreau wurde in L1:$1hon fuer de glelchen Zweck elHLeTTChfet

Zur se]hen Aelt wurde ein nruer Poque“ in Eaenoa Alreq eroe¢¢net um als

- Hauptbureau-fue4 den 31edam rikﬂﬂls*ﬂen Kontznent zu.dlenen, und eln. Hilfs-

fposten in mexlco wurde mit: der ﬁon+rolle der Angelebenhelten in diesem Landé |

und Zentralumerixa beauftraft Ausan diesen Bureaus unter der direltten Au— g
. toritaet der uxecutive mLesgen die Qureaus ‘der: aﬁgeschloqsenen qemelqden und -

'0rg-nisa tio npn in allpn iellnn der Talt alnzuzefuegt-werden, die ihre ﬁascniv,‘

- nerie und 1hre Dlen&te 1re1wnlligidem Kongress Zur,Verfuégung¢gestellt haben.. .

Reprassentatinn
Der Juedische Wélfkﬁngresa izt ?f@lfellos,ﬁie repracsen-otivate Doerper—

o \fchaft die in msdernen uelten errlchtet ”urde und sich ‘mit juedischen Angeles

1heiten in &er gap'.q

as?ora besehqef% gy. ﬁua erﬁ dem Amerlcan Jewish
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;:“gfverfuegt ex veber die Treuenfliah yan JEdeB repraesantatlven Juedlqchen
-ibePrperscha £+ 1n alleﬁ Lpenderr der westllehen Hamlsphrpre ausaerhalb der.}
'Ver01A1gﬁen Stu-ten. In Ganaﬂa Jund jedem lateinamérlkanlucien Land ist die
orbanlﬁierte~rmnraeqentatlve Koerperschaf* dér Gemeinde Qe Konéress ange-
schlcosen, In Furbpa unte*s*uetzan die Judenhelten der éinzisen drei blei- -

: Schweiz, Schweden und Porwgal, “
beﬁdnn :anclden, dle ausser Enzland frel sind,/den Vonrress, In der Sehweiz,
wo aine off 131elln “cmel de ex1stlert dle vom Gesetbz ﬁvnf%“hnt ist, ist es

- aie Geneinde selbst, die HW\CbCQlUb e =:':i.ﬂ; in den anderen Taendern sind

| Abte;;un en iEa Jueuischen Teltionsresses ﬂrrlchtet wordea. In ¢ ‘rOSS‘Bri#
tamien 1st daa Haupt der British oectlnn, dem- elne sZrosse mnzaql von w1ch-

g ot tigen Gemelndﬁ 1satlonené jeder Axrth agbe°chlossen sind, die uHTthOﬂBSBA;

1 of headirg, mit.ﬁrqfessor-s. Brodetaxy uad-ﬁr.'Philit uﬁdellq ala Vlze-

Prﬂcsidenteﬁ, Weah‘r:end Jor }*‘;ak"sive vr}rai b:enda 111 Ab“’eSephelu voI dabbiney -

I‘e:c‘l:z:ieig; 'I'ﬁ:t"-.%S S 91l "fPT“‘aﬁ igi., eul di qtingulertes 2 lLulled des Blltischen |

PCIIfNBntJ. In Pmlaa tlne 1Jt der Va:d Leuml qn dan Wonrr esa qgeschlossen

und arbcitet“iﬁ engste“ Folﬁu,ofﬁtlnn mit dEP Kcm1t§u; d e 1n diesem Laidej:”

errl shiet rn dcn, nm die rn 2gan der Juedisb ! wvlnden in Uﬁf- und
Zentraleuropc gq'vprﬁreten, dlb jetzt unter felndllcher prpt"un" 91nd An-
gesichﬁﬂ inr tﬂ“reylSGhEH unl ﬂolLuwuchen Badeutung von kufural—twlen und
dem Fernen Oafenuim get21 Ter Homant ist eine martierte FntS) ¥Klung der Fon~r 

gleu,bexcgtﬂ- in giesen,ent‘&“nten Laenaerd Ee;esgn. kon:rmsskomites Punktio_-

niertn 5 wmhl 1n,1aphnlschon wie in chlne51Jchen uentren, unu ein BurPau

unter ﬁgr Leitun: von Dr.-u, ase son ist in. Meibouxne eTr1thet woxden,

und waehrgnd der‘letzfer J&zre hat sich dle Austraiische nec*len des Juedl-.ﬁ:

sehen Meltkon: ses, dwe erstea 1undischn robraeséhtatlve Koerperschaft auf

=

dleﬂem Kbntlneq% unter ﬂcr ’unhrunv VO - Sir Samuel Cohen entWIGKelt dem

Fueh*er der Juedwschen Gomemndp in Sydney '_Eie Arbeit den aeufralbureaus in Mt

New Vork i”ft 1‘“361’.‘ der aJlPenminer' Lel*un" von D bte“he 5. wisa, . dem 71‘-

- 8sitzenden Jer Rkncutwve, und 9, 7, Go?ﬁmann, der Vo*&.*aeﬂden«deh Admlnistnl/

\\\tiv-Kbmit%es, die fuganmen mit Dr., M.L, Perizwqigysiém ?orsitaénden der Br1~




T e

?, hat und_in Staenulgeﬂaionsulta31on~m1t cem Depsrtment atent, | 1

'ﬁ%reituﬁg caer die Prﬂﬂ?en%'ka'qﬁlor”“, die - dem End de

- 4lf

Lioﬂ SL ia and momenten Dire?tor des Po itis hen Dep rtemenxg,nin@ggr-

Dﬁlltl ﬁhuﬂ 'rbelt fuehren. Rabbi Irviné &iller igh alstitg liedjder,Execun 4

. Departments fuer
tlve keoptiert ﬁorden'und-hyt aie Arbeit des/hdministratlon und: Orranlsation

2 uebernowmeny uaa faer dle.Aufrechterhaltun£ des Kbntaktea mit den Kongress—

bureaus und den angeschiassenen Gruﬁxen in derngan L Telt vorcntwortllch
- leite? o '

) 1st :orner 5% Dr. oAl Tartakomer d:c HllA%gepartment Has “Olltlgche De—
“partment_w1rd-von Dr. Hax Boer 3551¥tiort der &er Llalson OfTider mlt dem

“Freien Fr NAROCS lDChhn Reglerung und den Vertretern einer ﬁn?ahl anderer

Regierun'eL 1m thl 1at.rjr- Leon KULGW1tZkl 1oltet ein neucs ﬂepartment

dessen #ulg aoe ﬁiqt, ﬁiﬁ “uehrer tler curopaeis chen Juéc helten in den Ver-

oy s o ' wicderum’ o
einlguen Stc ten Jr rrn“aesen T{vo CemitFes Zn vereinen, wclyn&#/uen Peirat i
L _.'. \

fuer Fu40“fetqcn-Jueuische A»fﬂ7e evhied ben ¥onstituieron. Hag Pplitische |

ﬂepar+nen” W¢rf jetat 1n %auhanton duron Mr. James. ”ﬂtcrman fiqe vertraten,7

der dag Eurc au des Inter-chrlxanlscne* Junﬁltchen R;tes ﬂort ucbernommen -w
:

Akul 1taet i; J nre 1540

Im Fp“ruar 1”40 hesucﬂten nr. Hahum "hldmann.auf Ceni und ma1 rice L. “l

PPTI?”El VS Lﬁndﬂn die ”“shlngton KonvonTl Aﬂ@flCﬁn er1°P r"on@r'e,s.'av

'-dfurBr ischen, nd Fvﬁp?oesivoknn,ﬂegmerup' nn*prhalten und entfvrechende

A.)l.)

\

!
B&ese zwe; .uolrer, die seit Ausbruch ges ““lF o5 einen stefpﬂ Lontakt m;t ﬁ
\

o
Maﬁsnp TiGh ergri‘; - hatten, ‘dte ﬂehﬁ'Q’UTSlonen i Londe“ uné in Paris 1
\

fclgten, vnd &1r den Zyeck hat*en, uenicche Hilfe in den vrracnirdenen

?gilrn dor. 2l fue¢ ﬂew "ider”hana geger die Apr 051on der Axorsecht Se 70

Oloﬂﬂia eren, thux.eﬁ mztxx Tqrqohlqerp 11t um die jundirche Helsteuerung B

7 deﬁ;Kampfe paty er oxuﬂrn ﬂnd 5 3u031quhen Gpmelndon uobe*all 7l verelnen

._,—f@'onhfruktlon and dpr O“fant aticon einer gemainsamen Vor-

L
.E‘)-
A‘

ages Toalgen

;rden. Diege

gschlaege “urden mlt den Fugﬁrﬁrn.des Amerlcan Jewish aon-




gress beuprochen urd nit Vertrelern c:nderer juedischer Koerperschafien
in deu ?ereinigtenfStaﬁten im*ﬁinhte einer ﬂawennp' fﬁcr vereinlgte Konsul-
ceeicn ond A u?Oﬂ _die béreitsibetraechtl:hhe Untercstiuetzung ugter den jue-
_disChen 1ushrérn allerﬁ?arbeien in Englard, Frgnkfeich, Hollend, der
Schweig vnd ~aleren Inmmds esdéursnaeisze Fom Taesndern pefunden ha:ve. Leider
prb&usi;xtéﬂ Ciene ?\wuehun ‘e Creined séfortigES'BéSultat agsserhalb der
Raenze lor Kon;renwbewegang'sélbst, ater br. Stéphen S. ¥ase und seine Kol-
legen & dexr mibze des 'mericanuJeﬁish Gonresé.vérhuérg;én“ihleﬂ éufrich- ‘
tige Unaterstuetsunsg, sowohl Mora¢1=ch mie materiell fuer'ale Flaene fuer W
. die |
eine agsgelchnte 1;nlomatlsdhe Axtlvltaot und ﬁxne Brrlchuun“ eines wissen-
schaitlicher Institutes fuer Jumdlscne Anbeln"enhelten, Jaq die ﬂdCthlSOhun-‘
: o ’ _ V ‘
gen uniernchmen snllte, die fuer die volitische Arbalt des Kon.r sses und |
’fuer die PoVﬂw11prunt von Fr¢odensvo eehlaonr en unarlaessllch wearen, )
Facihdem Ar. rOLdnaLn uni Dw, Perlz*e-; dle-bestehende Siuuation,.wie'sie
Juadische Hoffﬂun:eﬁ'@nd Intereuuen in rri rlelo qschait ZOE, hit ruehrenden
‘ﬁeamten in "o shington ﬁhd den dinlom Slociion Vprtretprn der krieglushrenden
'denokratjucqe] Nnechle Ende M&erz dicikutiort netten, fuiwren sie noch Genf
und London Zaraeck. In Gen; hegann Dr. Gofdmann, das hIOJlZlor e Institut
Zu .OT anl“'eren und anL d&un nogh PHL*t,“WO er ulL Diskussionen mit fuehren~

ﬁen,MltFLtcuﬂv“ ler Fronzoecls en RGGLCIKQ "1eder eufn“hu it Hinsicht

daranf,'fhre 7n;\r"**etzjh“ faer dle al‘ﬂfﬂCLnen Ziﬂle les Oon;rcss Zu er-

- reichen. Diese K rversationenen hniten einen ;anﬂt erreloat, an dem der s

R

~

Premiesninigtor, . Reyanud, es untus. ucn ﬁgfte,‘éine ceffentliche Erklae—:f
mne 3Dzu§é%eﬁ’ als e lodzte Phasc 383 . ,dvoecisccnp fiiersfandes gegenlffq
,dié'néziin~nnﬂo1 bcgonnen hatte A die ’“”Vtrnaﬁéoﬂen anf-egeben werden'¢"”ﬁ
muéstén; i : |

'Ih.Lcndon ShoRt eroreltpte Rnbﬁin“f ﬁerlz ‘elg pusaamen mit den B amben der |
Biritish :oction de ‘onpre%ses den Mi%; 1iedern der Brltlscqe ue"ierung ung
anderen oedeutenden 'GQ1ten elnen deta.llierten,Berinht ueber die hesultate

selaee Resvuecheg 1n den V@reinigten Stesten. Die Diskuoslonen, die mit Lit-

SR




glledern der Gha;berl;in-ﬂoglerung anreimoen worden waren, urden mit it

'glwsiern.van “huvcrllls Krleg hinctv foxtb s Toehrt nnd res Jiierten in

-

eineg . Irief oo Lmbfl Perl" c?&, der von dem i, Hoi., Arthar Croenvocd, Mit-

1

glied “er ixrichskabinetts und Vofsitzender des w0 1t¢s fucr Ffacniriegsre-

konstruuxwon dieses Kebinetss, anicszoiohnes WEXy, Jiesexr Lviel Legtneol, e
3 A

wieder dle &"VCTmpJGCTliChE Ovposition von Gross B '*ﬁnleu coenucber dem

Fezisyctem und den Ressenphilosonhie, die mit i Werbunden ist,-und fuegte

ktwmm 1ic bedcutsems Trkle ervng hingu, 1ess im Viedersufbou der zivilisierten
‘ ) o :

- Gesellschalt unch dep Kriege "Juden ueberall iié.@ﬁlegenheit habten sollten

und heben werdienp eine Klare und konsturktiye~xﬁgtr1bution AW machen". Aus |

. disser hedeutender Trklaerins, die deov ileren
_ A, gt

jeder Annaeharanfﬁan eine Loesung der eurs: nui'uhen H“OhkrlE”S—PIObLeme er-

K?ﬂntu, enTaﬁ end- PIHP ganze uerle vorn “rhlﬂexungen von Rngierunr, die sich

im Eries gfegen die Axe be+indsn.

Bin fruendllcher Eonﬁakt'wurdeiauch in ﬂonﬂ@”;mlt arderen Re lerungen

herge‘t611u, bmsan&crs mlt der nvlnischen,.d¢. Lhrva ﬂtbureat nach Frank—

'reichb Zuuammenbruach vun Aﬂglers nach Ldﬁd)n transfprlerue. In Konsultatlon
P'mit bt o8 *nor Sﬂdwavtzbar+ #itelied des Pelni sﬁhen Edtlonalrutes und eben~
::fallﬁ Mit ed ded kdmlnistratlvkamltes GEQ Juedischen "93 ronﬂres ‘e, vurden
‘1-50“ ¢tte uny nomnen ;oo eine 1OCLH'Ilne ur&leerung U erh °1uen uebor die

: ﬂﬂlkqng dex ;n"l&vuﬁﬁ uorlerung betrel v icr'j'edischen Frare sowohl w8h-

i

rend de s Krlc*ﬁg wie 61 der ?iedBIhLTbUEJ LUNng po’nischel linabhaengigkeit,

3.5, Silverman, M.P.,

-

;eqti@ﬁf&eS'Kon:resses in dem . -

oy

dem Depjtlérte“.VQrQLt%enden ﬂer,'z"i
wHouse of bOﬂmons r'&lﬂlaltén wurde. Die 1nde ﬁaric im Verlau* einer ‘ebatte

uebver e1nﬁ uesotz vur Definierunr des statu: 1er Polnlecher Armge auf Br1~, f4
tiéchem oden *ehalten und mntzog &.am fuahrnndenfMinlster des Geaetzes eine
wightire ikluqrung, dlﬂ dae erate_oef?ﬂntWLGhe ?érlesu“* der beruehmten

ische Armee von General Sikorskd

gegen don Antisemitismis. per-




‘an J-b.uzu i -"Ie::“i:z;fets;:'
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oA

'~i;aussdﬁébgn wurde. Der'Geist vonr, Mr lilvermans Rede, die a_lgemﬂln alg eine

" me e*'lmf’*re Vcn atelumg be‘hrach*set mrrde fueh.rte zu elnem neuen Verhaelimls
- mit dza polaiso en. Au‘borxtaaten, dr‘S sieh seltdenr. ;n elnbr Anzahl van m.chtlgen

Jwnd I unu L.:.OhBIZL E‘r"ﬂdembe”x aua,;,erirut;ku m L., d-E_ von d“F’ TlenlSCthl ’»?rem er

und anq\zrm ;rn. ,g—;J..\.emwn %einel ng, exrung 6(—.1*,1,».,}‘.-. u,;_:ﬁ'.en';.: S

Bnre ,’m fleu"ldscnaftllche mnvw e.hlmgen wrden 3;1“ ueneral Cha.rl\,;;. de -

Gaulle hm J..gei"mm"“ £u£ nacﬁ u.er Iarrlvh I N} -:—tilf’*eu .Ja¢ Uy ,n{:i,alf't‘:i.erifsﬁ Wl Lon,"

RS

A i
\'*

- don, ba 214 wrs du.rcn é’u.e_ -emehunuen von Alhﬁrt e ouen Eluem Bea.mr;m des

3 -“'_'VPolltJ',J(, e _)epur'menim &er kongreuses, ~l¢e= vcm den, ]:’arlsu Uul&ﬁut uaah

Loadou srarsisrier: wo 'E?ert ,«mr s rdf aem Resul i

t;, &as ‘&l Rovol Ped z‘*mjg

5

: da.. 210 R 13._*!. in d"e Vera .;1 gten Staa :[‘UII]: Gcneral &e T}alule eJ_nen Brie'f N

Sleves, I‘io.ﬂ%‘*u :LF or tea n,,n‘l,-‘.

‘*scul dér"‘f;freieﬁ Fr goes 'Bﬂilﬁh Rew agw'-‘ ~r;leoerhclte,x=1e Hecute de:r f:;:an*-

zoeqslﬂ he‘it Juaep Voll ~f¢8uer}*&rﬁqaiclmm, ung J.”‘*L ‘erto u(.i‘..en wrﬁ.ﬁcter, -

L zu; Ct,uhzwuz mu. G,

In dt;r T Lweaen”'fuu ua'buenf.;aig T‘II’BIE;_\ sEe insql'u.;e“ J. (%8 der Tnvasio.r.l-
del‘ Lied c-:? n&s, neue um! furcrtbnrc %bl re o e aen .hUIh—,lu»::o .m urao.:.

__'T’n uan“- ,-"f{_r —4*“1“"-‘1 mﬁ‘ der c“‘nr‘ﬁ Selte ueh;.‘tt..

ﬁ‘fl'lc'f"“é'-" ;~cwr~“ A‘““”Hl an den ‘KIlCEQbemucr‘Ln;’ﬂn i.

ht’a:.niw f‘er’ Qs i er: oekoncmlsche K_rlesﬁ‘uehmnf und deﬂ: Iﬂn:torm‘ ulw'sm‘n_n uel;un; n 'Q

" .

-z Vsrstaerlfeu; F‘in Sachversfrnend rer-Kcmi he u:itﬁw finr Le"b ¥ -von DJ; T

Bmu uni P;o eSser F.r ﬁahen,‘fden ﬂ‘flre*aamﬁ’l Lchen Pkr( Leerer uer Brltisc.len

Sektion 51911 te icnh Gon” I)epar'babmnten zur ?er:megunm cI & anonomische

Fragen me,u*elten* au:t‘ dor cmd.eren S‘.,i'te 3 i.elt’e ein DGZleJ.lP"‘ Komit ue |

\mter nr Lmtum ﬁ"r S Sllvn-mn,' mn., f’\w m.cn n{:u.fif 1_1:1‘101:_3:3-
of u()fﬂ““cll“w‘ ’rraf eine 'icn"‘18$ Bollﬁ im Sck .11:2 cr L’l : ='--<:e»ﬁ Gem Flzteahtl_iﬁg‘é:"':'

von der oz ‘:«-Un'terd'r‘ur ft'mg, vcm en fiule int

masarepei I‘u ‘v den 'ml der wn Nazi '3,genten in verschlodene:"a vc-,rltleidurgen
wahsrerd aey Besetzumr VOon Holland gesplelt'im‘t‘ten. Hirg» alleg&iese A_ag“elet‘en-

he ten v«urden d:auenﬁ Wh nister besucht und wichbire Resul tate argiald, won. -




&eﬁen eires der wichtigsten die Ernenuung der Marchioness oi Reeding, der
Eraesiieufin dei Britischen SeLtien, in d=o Foultd wer, das erricaict wasde,
curt dat Anssenministerium ueber.ﬁie Behandluns VOTL Aus ndorn, cowohl felnd-
“1tzhen wee freuandlichea, zu beraten, wnter *vx&n Eu Giosnr Zeit Tausenle von
duden Tnren. Dlese Trnaennung wai um =0 bhed Lnendals W\ll Lauy Readin: d&g

eingion Fuodisole Pitpllicd Yosw dopltlds wwmr. wﬂehréﬁd_alle.ehaeren Wit lizsder

des Peylomenia wiren, S

Tor Tormarseh ders ﬁrsi—ﬁ*mevn in Prrnk:clch‘ﬂaehreu& don - fruchoonnnTs

1940 schut Fuwehthaye Probleme dex Cryonioo uﬂon unc des Fersunars Juger den
Kengress, for sei: Toreen mnd elica Shab in Pa lB wine Thal e nohte, nrshden

das Haontbarasu nczoh Genf verleet wordoes wor. Gluegkliccc1aazs; nnoatzn es

die 3z ssafﬁliﬁﬂ~' Pecisung o, dle mit der Reyn&‘f-r.ﬂ;::aug anbosohid sen
worder wo re , s cie w1ch+i£en Kriecsyxs.?stt welofe 2 Joarlssy huseaw
einer Anzﬁnl'Vﬂn Deb"rtamenta hnttﬂ Taider koenneﬂ,_mueaiicn; Gigo - ,utjbrnung

1

i~dls der Faehrer und deg Po?sonn1s deh A)HJI-UJ:: Z arran-

ta
wr
HY]
H

023 #Eoes A

-
¢

Vaie
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ngeschaffen, der auéGDelegieiten von repraesentativen juedischen Gemein-
schaften éﬁsammehgeéetzt ist und die-im'Haﬁén der-JudEnheiten in denjeni-
5en Laendern. Sprechen, ‘die zetzt besetzt ode111nter der :ontrollc der
Axenmaechte stehen. Es fiht'ﬁﬁ%zt neun solche Komités, und die Mitglied-

~schaft jedes einzelnen schliessm einige der hervorragendsten und erfahre-

nen Sprecher ihrer Gemelnden ein.

dera“Than Juedlochea uebeng in 0=t~ ual éentraleuro a, Dor Knnbresa ist in

unun*evbrocncqer Vethindhng mLt dex I roleniﬁﬁanzoesischen Fuﬂhrefsch‘ft

B

Ziel, nnbt?einﬂflmmungen fuawiqune vnd B ghlgege;aa errelchen, die die

: é..n_ die juedisvhe Bevoelke-~

rung,‘wenn der Sieg errungen ist. chhtire Vriiaerungen,von dieger Regie-

runb,n an den ﬁonvrpss, die als Reeultat von InxerVPntlonen c“er;uac:i'l‘r wurden,

'siﬁd von Zeit zu %eit verveffentlicht coris Sop Die Elrhsamm91u davon ist
' _auffﬁllend demonstriert worden darch die sofortige und formelle Wiederher-
stellun; der guedlschen Rechte 1L Syvlen and Libaron, die wvon einem Appell

.2n den Eonordls
der juedischen Fuehrerschaft in Pei“‘ .begleitbt war, die Varteetuns der

T S e

qpedischen Interessen in diesen Gebieton zu'uabernehmeu. Unter denaenlhen
Rezierurszen *ﬁ‘Ex11 mit ﬁenen ein ﬁaugrﬂler Kontpkt aurechternnlten wur@e,
ist dle ypo 1flsghe snge51chta Palenb £10S5Ser jngdﬁsober GGVO*keruna die
wichtigste.. Elne Delegatlon des KongreSka nahﬁrunter de; Euehxung von
Dr. Shevhen S. Wise die belerenheit vpn Genz*el SiVorskis Besx ch in den

Vereinlglen Stanten im Jﬁiro 1941 wehr, um m;t nm- e1n+ wriendliche Exa-

_mlnaulon aller hervorra"endan Frazer au unternﬁhmen. Lesultate von EIOSSEf‘

fi

Lede 1iunﬁ folgﬁen diebe Diaku5510Len, aut die 8ich General Sikorski

haeu¢1g bezog 1n Red@n an den Polnischen hat'onaLrat nach se1ner Rueak—

kehr nach London. Fs fanden nachifolgernde Diskus sionenﬁ mit den nolnlschen

Vertretern in den Vereinlgten Stesten nach jenem Interview s&att, ein-
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'°4é':'schliesslich ainer DlskuSSIOn ueber gew1sse AsPekte der Heun—Eaechte—Ebn~

farenz, die am Januar 1942 im S%. Jamea'a

Hﬁmen des Kcngressea von der Brilbish Seetlo f?rbreltat Wurden. Lie

-runben, und man hoift

'aeutung in den;, Bemue-

Diskussionen sind noch im Gange mit aﬁdqgg§7‘
dass das Erscbnis. in der Entwicklunb groegserem

hu%gen reSultlFrcn wird, dﬂ Uhrﬁcnt wieler gut 2 mn ﬂuﬂ, dausagen‘eu—

ropao 1ﬁchan Juden angﬁtan dorden lat.

_InTEr erwnckpn und 1hre~Unterstueczun6

Se, 7”¢

daueprdcr 7i,her“e¢t ULESG Diohu%°1une7

rliedern des Britischen Kabinetts geialteu updﬂbehanueltvn Juedis che

- Probleme in ibren verschiedenen Phosen. Seit der;feroeffentllcunng des

érie3g§*$bn A?fhﬁr Greenﬁooﬁ dem vasit enden des.Bfltischer Fabinett-
KOﬂWE{S fauer MPohﬂriega-Rekonvtruktlon,‘1pr einﬁm JQIT, sind iiese Dis-
kussionen ;Laendig et telt wor&en, ung dcriBritiSLhe ﬂlﬂWatEI fuer‘
Informatioﬁgisowie Puehrer u;seres olmenen b+ate DEp%Itanuu, umban wqcn-
- seniee tie sPen Interewdo an dex-: AlLEIb des Ianitute fucr Juedische in-
géiegenheiten e zelgt, auf’ Jessen tatsaecbllchen Pﬁnden der fall des.
Konpressec vnr der Fribdeunknnfwronz wegrugndct gein nird In dicser
Ter.iﬁﬁung knﬁn auf ein Memorandam veter dle allgemtlnv 'uudlsune Posi-
tion von Habbﬂner PeIlVWEIg hlngewiesen weruen, dﬁs von QEL Brltl chen
Fece dten im Summer 1041 aum.Prlmmermlnigter in Lonaon genommer wurde

derayffolpende n wins urchill zur Folse hatte. Jede bedeutende
und elneyirkl ATUNE ?p Wl ton Gh o

- Hegierung unterhaelt jetzt elnf

",tament oder ein Bureau d as Mateérisl
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gress-e z‘elt wurdnn zua ausZunutzen. ]

U -

f&g{ dle Fr1edenskonferenz vorbereitet, und der Kongreszs hat Verbindungen

_ miﬁ 2llen anfgenommen, in London direkt und durch d:iplomatische Missionen

in Washington. Untpr den w1chtigeren dfeser Konsultationen ximt ent-r,"

w1okpln sieh getst Diskus"ionen in London zwxschen der Brlt*scher 8ektion

' :und‘der Hachkriegs-Rehabllltations—Diyision des Hinisteriums fuer oekono-

_:Kriegsfuenrun Tuer Plaene fuer die Ernaehrung der Juedlschen Be-

voelxerun{ bei Reeodzgung der Feindselipkeiten.

€ Hilfsak ulvitae‘ben

Ausaorhalb derp?érein*ﬁten Stasten ist der Jueo1bch wéltkongresS

auch elne sammelnﬂa Hllfsorganlgctloq. Die Camnavnen, die in Lﬁtein-

Averikn und anﬂsrswo vefnehru wrrﬁen, hﬂben den Konsress befaehiht,'

drlnrend noetige'”inaq 1elle H*lfe dﬁﬂ Dluechtangekom*ueg in Euxoua,

P8¢9ﬁ3*1ﬂﬂ und ﬁBmJFEIDEH Uﬁten zukommen . 1assen ung die Einwanierung_-

Juedischer “uanrev i"-ﬁxil_ﬁﬂs Wuisna naeh Amerikﬂ £u eIWOGELJG}PA. Das

.Hlll%dcp»rtamentghat "*Lh als 1rbensw1ch%15 erwnjseh am es noeg?lch vas)

3

machpa die K0n39351cnen, d1a durch dlerpolitisdbe u1t1v1taet 2es Kone
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To: Dr. Robinson T

Froms Mrs. ¥nopfmacher

A fow weeks ago I promised to let you have an outline of the World Jewish
Congress mnd its work which I prepered in Spanish two years ago for owr
Mexican and Central Amsrican necopleo.

Please find aettached two copies of this reporte
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EL _CONGRESO JUDIQ sUNDIAL Y SU TRABAJO

El Congreso Judio wsundial fue establecido en el afio 1936 en
Ginebra en una conferencila celebrada en el viejo Saldén de GConfe-
rencias de la Sociedad de Naciones. Asistieron a la Primera reu-
nitn del Congreso Judio sundial delegados de casi cuarenta paises,
representando précticamente todos los sectores de la vida espiri-
tual judia contemporfnea. Trescientos delegados, elegidos por sus
varlas comunidades judias en los palses més arriba mencionados,
tomaron parte en la conferencia, que habla sido convocada por el
Comité des Délégations Juives‘y por el Comité Ejecutivo del Con-
greso Judio Norteamefricano., ILa autoridad, experiencia y aparato
técnico de la colaboracidén internacional construida Yor estos cuer-
pos durante la Conferencia de la Paz y en los afios sigui:ntes, fue-
ron pasados a la nueva Ejecutiva elegida en Ginebra, y qﬁe fue la
base del trabajo y de la estructura organizadora del Congreso Ju-
dio wsundial.

Antes de esta Conferencia Constitutiva del Congreso Judio
sundial hubo tres conferencias preparatorias en Ginebra : en sep-
tiembre de 1932, en agosto de 1933 y en agosto de 19%4. En los anos
anteriores al establecimiento del Congreso Judio sfundial, un Coai-
t> Ejecutivo que se elegid en estas conferencias preparatorias, fue
encar;ado de tratar con el trabajo politicé Yy organizacidn y que
también prepard el trabajo exterior y los procedimientos de las
votaciones para el Congreso Judfoc iundial en los diferentes paises.

Desde el mes de agosto de 1936 la influencia del Congrese ha
crecido ininterrumpidamente contando hoy con representantes en to-
dos los palises libres del mundo extendieﬁdo ¥y reformandu su orga-

nizacidn en aguellos lugares de importancia diplomAtica.




La Oficina Central

Antes de estallar la guerra, la Oficina Central se enc ntr’ en faris,
sede de las reuni.nes regulares de 15 miembros de la Ejecutiva ¢ n
residencia en Francia, Gran Bretana, Bélgica, Hulanda y Suiza, al
aism  tiemp. que fue mantenida >tra imp.rtante .ficina en Ginebra
destinada a desyachar el m:.nte de asunt.s gue el C.ngres. era llama-

- & tramitar c.n la Liga de Naci.nes y sus amlembr.s. Ademfs se c.n-
cedler: n al C.ngres. facilidades en las :ficinas de Nueva Y.r: del
C.ngres. Judi:. Norteamerican: y de la Secci’n Briténica en L:ndres,
mientras que delegad.s nombrad:s representantes puvr la Bjecutiva, ac-~
tuar:n en Escandinavia, Pulinia, Lur.pa Central y Rumania. Era inevis
table que el desarr.11l> de la guerra m.tivarg cambi:zs en la estructu-
ra del Cungres. que de cuand. en cuand. fue adaptada a las necesida-
des prevalecientes. Después de la ccupaciin de Francia se estableci’
la crganizacifn actual, La Oficina Central se traslad® a Nueva Yourk
estableciéndsse gtra aficina en Londres comc Oficina Central eurspea.
La cficina de Ginebra fue encargada de l:s nuevuis y urgentes problemas
de asistencia aotivadss por el desarr:llc de la guerra; una sficina
auxiliar se estableci?! en Lishca con el mism: objetc. Al misas tiempo
se abril en Buenis Alres otra :ficina destinada a funcicnar de cficina

central para el Continente Sudamericanc asi mismo como una sficina en

Méxicc, encargada de vigilar lcs asuntos de aquel pals y la América
Central. A c¢stas oficinas actuandc bajo la autoridad directa de la
#Jecutiva hay que afadir aquells de las comunidades Y Grganizacicnes
afiliadas en t;das‘éﬂffﬂﬁﬁg las partes del mundo que vusluntarianente
pusiercn su aparate técanico Y sus servicios a la disposieifn del Cuon~
greso,

Representacidn

£l Ccngresc Judis mundial sin duda es la institucifn més representa~-
tiva tratando de los asuntos judics a través del Diaspora que haya
sido establecida en los tiempss actuales. Fucera del Congreso Judio
Horteamericanc cuenta con el apoyo de cada una de las instituciones
representativas judias de todos los paises del Hemisferis Oceidental.
En el Canadd y en cada pals latino-anericanc, la crganizacibn repre-
sentativa de la comunidad estf afiliada al Congresc. En Eurcpa, 1las
tres restantes comunidades gue mas alli de Inglaterra quedarcn libres,
es decir Duiza, Portugal y Suecia, apoyan al Congrescv. Ln Suiza dsnde
existe una comunidad oficial.ente reconocida por la ley, la aisma co-
munidad estd afiliada; en los demhAs paises se fundaron seccicnes del
Congresc Judio Jundial. Encabeza a la Seccidn Briténica a la que se
afiliaron gran nfinero de importantes organizacisnes comunales de tcda
clase, la marquesa de Reading con sus vicepresidentas, los sefiores
profesores 5. Brodetzky Yy Philip Guedella; en ausencia del rabi Perl-
zwelg act@a como presidente de la Ejecutiva el sefior 5.5. Silvernan,
distinguido miembro del Parlamento Brit&nico. E1 Dr. N. Barou y el
profescr E! Cohn encontrindose la oficina curopea y britfnica actual-
mente.a cargo del sefior A. L. Easterman, editor que fue de la seccibn
extranjera del “"London Daily Express" y €l "London Daily Herald". En
Palestina, el Vaad Leuni, la representacibn oficial de los judios pa~
lestinenses, esta afiliasda al Congress actuando en la 1is estrecha
colaboracidn con 1os comités :stablecidos en aquel palis para —spre-
sentar los intereses de las comunidades judias en la Luropa Central ¥y
Oriental actualnente ocupadas por el enzaigo. Una oficina del Consreso
se abribé en la capital del Iran en Teherén para hacer frente al pro-
blema creciente creado por los refugiados de Polonia que zbandonando

2 Rusia, estln en busca de un refugio en otros paises. Dada la impor-
tancia estratégica y politica de Australasia y el Lejanmo Oriente,
asistimos a un desarrollo sefialado del movimiento congresista en ague~
llas comunidades distantes. Ho se pudo mantener el contacto con los
comités del Congreso en los centros del Japbn y de China al extender-
se la guerra a aguellos paises - como era de suponer - pero comités
del Congreso siguen funcionando en 1la India mientras .ue la oficina
establecida en Sydney bajo la direccidn del Dr. s. Laserson desenpensa
un papel de importancia creeciente. La Seccibn Australiano-ileozelandesa
del Congreso Judio Mundial; 1a primera institucidn representativa ju-
dia fundada en el Continente de Australia, tuve un gran desarrollo
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bajo la direccién de Sir Samuel Cohen, lider de la comunidad judia
de Sydney. Los trabajos de la Oficina Central de Nueva York se encuen-
tran bajo la direccibn general del Dr. Stephen 5. Wise, pre§idente de
la ijecutiva, y el Dr. Nahum Goldmann, presidente del Comité Adainis-
trativo, los gque en comfin con el Dr. M.L. Perlzweig, presidente de la
32ccibén Briténica que actualmente trabaja como director del Departa-
mento Politico, dirigen los trabajos de indole politica. Al Dzparta-
mcnto Politico le representa actualmente en Washington el senor James
Waterman Vise que dirige la oficina del Consejo Judic Inter-Americano
establecida en aguella ciudad y gue actua en constante consulta con
el gobiernc.

Actividades en 1940

Una nueva etapa Be abrid en la historia del Congreso Judio wundial
con motivo de la visita gue hicieron a la Convencibn de Vashington
del Congreso Judio Norteamericano en el febrero de 1940 los Dres.
Nahum Goldmann de Ginebra y iaurice L. Perlzveig de Londres. Estos
dos lideres gque hablan mantenido contactos continuos con los gobier-
nos inglés y francés desde que estalld la guerra tomando, de acuerdo
con conversaciones hechas en Londres y Parls, las medidas indicadas
para novilizar en varias partes del mundo la asistencia judia a la
resistencia contra la agresidn de las potencias del Eje, trajeron con
ellos proposiciones designadas  a hacer mis amplia la contribucidn ju-
dia a la lucha y unir en todas partes a las comunidades judias con el
fin de formular vistas comunes con respecto a los problemas de la re-
construccidén de la post-guerra y organizar una preparacidn en coaflin
para las discusiones de la paz gque seguirin al fin de la guerra. Es-
tas proposiciones fueron discutidas con los dirigentes del Congreso
Judio Horteamericano y reprusentantes de otras instituciones judias
en ese pais a la luz de un movimiento de consultacibdn y aceidn gque ya
habla ganado considerables apoyos entre los lideres judios de todas
las tendencias en Gran Bretana, Francia, Holanda, Suiza y otros palses
de la Europa Occidental. Desgraciadamente estos esfuerzos no lograron
inmediatos resultados fuera de las filas del mismo movimiento congre-
sista, pero el Dr. Stephen S. ¥Wise y sus cole,,as directivos del Con-
greso Judio Mundial se comprometieron a apoyar moral y materialmente
con todas sus fuerzas los proyectos tendientes a hacer mhs amplias
las actividades diplomnAticas y al establecimiento de un Instituto
cientifico de Asuntos Judios que debia emprender las investigaciones
indispensables para los trabajos politicos del Congreso y la formula-
cibn de proposiciones para la paz.

A fines de .uarzo el Dr. Goldmann salid de Amércia para Ginebra y Paris
como el Dr. Perlzweig para Londres despufs de haber discutido con los.
funcionarios directivos en Washington y los representantes diplomlti-
cos de las potencias denocradticas beligerantes la situacidn actual en
cuanto concernia las esperanzas e intersses judios. En Ginebra, el Dr.
Goldmann inicid la organizacidén del Instituto proyectado y salid des-
pués a Paris donde mantuvo varias conversaciones con los miembros di-
rigentes del gobicrno franecés para asegurar su apoyo a los fines ge-
nerales del Congreso. Estas conversaciones habian llegado a su punto
culminante preparando el Primer iinistro M. Reynaud una declaracibn
piblica cuando se inicié la filtima fase de la resistencia francesa y
las conversaciones tuvieron que ser abandonadas.

En coxsiin con los funcionarios de la Seccibén Briténica del Congreso,
el rabino Perlzweig presentd en Iondres un informe detallado sobre
los resultados de su visita a los Estados Unidos a varios miembros
del Gobierno Britédnico y demAs funcionarios importantes. las conversa-
ciones ya iniciadas con aiembros del gobierno de Chamberlain fueron
continuadas con miembros del Gobierno de Guerra de Churchill dando
como resultado la carta dirigida al rabino Perlzweig y que fue firma-
da por el Rt. Hon. Arthur Greenwood, miembro del Gabinete de Guerra y
presidente del Comité del Gabinete parala Reconstruccibdn de la Post~
Guerra. Esta carta afirma otra vez la oposicibn inalterable de la
Gran Bretalia contra el sistema nazi y la filosofia racial asociada
con €1 anadiendo ademfs la declaracibn significativa de gque en la re-
eonstruccidn de la sociedad civilizada después de la guerra "los ju-
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dios deberén tener y tendran en todas partes oportunidades para una

contribucién distintiva y constructival" 'Toda una.serie 1é-déclaras-
¢iénes héchas por goblernss en guerrd .con el Eje data de aquella de-
claracibn importante que reconoce el lugar distintivo de la cuestibn
judia en todo intento de una solucibén de los problemas de la Luropa

de la post-guerra.

DPe la misma manera se establecieron contactos amistoso:c con otros go-
biarnos, particularmente el polonks jue trasladd después de la caida
de Francia sus oficinas de Angers a Londres. Después de consultar al
Dr. Ignacy Schwartzbart, se hicieron gestiones para obtener otra de-
claracibén concerniente la actitud del gobierno polonés con respecto

a las cuestiones judias durante la guerra y con motivo del restable-
cimiento de la independéncia polonesa. Estos esfuerzos eulminaron en
un discurso pronunciado en la Chmara de los Comunes por #r. S.S5. Sil-
verman, miembro del Parlamento Brit&nico y presidente de la Secclbn
Briténica del Congres. El espiritu del discurso de ir. Silverman con-
dujo a nuevas relaciones con las auteridades polonesas expresadas
desde entonces en varias declaraciones amistosas de importancia he-
chas por el Primer Ministro polonés y otros miembros de su gobierno.

Relaciones estrechas y cordiales se establecieron con el general de
Gaulls a poco tiempo de establecer sus oficinas en Londres, con el
resultado de que el general de Yaulle dirigid una carta a su repre-
sentante en Nueva Yark, M. de Sieyes, reafirmando la determinacidn
del mMovimiento Francia Libre de restablecer los plenos derechos de la
juderia francesa e instruyendo a su representante a mantener contacto
con el Congreso Judio iiundial.

En noviembre de 1940 y con ocasibdn de un mitin celebrado en Nueva
York por determinado nfinero de organizaciones americanas para pro-
testar contra los decretos antisemitas promulgados por el gobierno
de Vichy, el general de Gaulle que entonces se encontrd en el Africa
Ecuatorial mandbé un telegrana al rabino Perlzweig comprometiendo pl-
blicamente a Francia Libre a restablecer conpletamente los derechos
de la juderia francesa y a corregir las injusticias que el gobierno
de Vichy esti cometiendo contra los judlos en Francia.

Entretanto, el trascurso de los acontecimientos incluso la invasidn
de los Palses Bajos, crearon nuevos problemas formidables al Congre-
s0 en Gran Bretana. Por una parte se sintid obligado a reforzar su
participacibn en el esfuerzo bélico en consulta con el dinisterio de
Conducta de Guerra Econdmica y <l sinisterio de Informacidn. Un comi-
té de expertos bajo la direccibn del Dr. N. Barou y el profesor E.
Cohen, secretarios honorarios de la Seccibn Briténica, se puso a la
disposicibn de los departamentos encargados de las cuestlones econb-
micas; por otra parte un comité especial bajo la direccibn de uir. S.
S. Silverman, wmiembro del Parlamento, que frecuentomente se reunib en
la Chmara de los Comunes, desempefib un papel importante en la defensa
de los refugiados hufdos de la opresibdn nazi nuchos de los que habian
sido internados en virtud de una medida de precaucidn con motivo del
papel desenpenado por agentes nazis disfrazados durante 1la ocupadidn
de Holanda. Constantemente se hicieron visitas a los ministros, re-
lacionadas con estos problemas obteniéndose importantes resultados
cuyo menor no era el nombramiento por el gobizrno de la marguesa de
Reading, presidente de la Seccibn Briténica, como miembro del coaité
constituido para aconsejar al ginisterio de Asuntos Exteriores con
respacto al tratamianto de los extranjeros "enemigos" y amigos, entre
los que se encontraron en agquel tiempo miles de judios. Este nombra-
miento era muy significado tanto mhs que Lady Keading era el tnico
miembro judio de este comité, los demfs siendo exclusivamenie miem-
bros de las dos chmaras del Parlamento.

Praslado a 1los Fstados Unidos de las Oficinas Centrales

Los avances de los ejércitos nazis en Francia durante el verano de
1940 creb formidables problemas de organizacibn y personal al Congre~
s0 gue habia mantenido sus oficinas y una plana mayor después del
traslado a Ginebra de sus oficinas c¢:ntrales. Afortunadanente las re-



- —5-

laciones cordiales con el gobierne Reynaud habian continuado y 1as
importantes servicios b&licos que la oficina de Paris habia podido
prastar a varios departamentos, hizo posible el traslado de la mayo-
ria de los directivos y el personal del Congreso aungue no fue posi-~
ble salvar todos los archivos. Varios miembros dirigentes decidieron
a quedar en Francia para organizar los trabajos de auxilio del Con-
greso. Estos trabajos se tornaron todavia mhs urgentemente necesarios
habiendo trascurrido algfin tiempo, particularmente después de la in-
troduccidn de nuevas inhabilidades en perjecucibén de la juderia fran-
cesa,y gue estin llevandose a cabo sin interrupcibn hasta los tiempos
actuales.

Pronto se hizo obvin gue ningGn trabajo fructiferoc se podia realizar
mAs desde cualquier pais del Centinente Europeo. De consiguiente, la
oficina ginebrina fue reorganizada para hacer de ella la Central de
nuestra obra de auxilios bajo la direccidn de una plana de expertos y
con la salida a los Estados Unidos del Dr., Goldmann las oficinas prin-
cipales del Congreso fueron trasladadas a Nueva York. Poco después se
designd a la oficina de Londres como Central Europea encargada de la
tarea de mantener relaciones no solo con las autoridades briténicas
sino también con todos los gobiernos exiliados establecidos en ‘ngla-
terra.

Apoyo al Esfuerzo Bélico de las Demccracias

Cuando después de la calida de Francia las perspectivas de la causa
democratica parecian lo mAs desperanzados y nada habia entre los na-
zis y el dominio del mundo a no ser la determinacibén del puablo bri-
ténico de barrerles el camino a toda costa, los directivos del Con-
greso sintieron que habia llegado el momento para declarar nueva y
todavia mhs vigorosamente su apoyo a la causa democréitica y a toda
medida legal y legitima para reunir los recursos adecuados. En conse-
cuencia, el Congreso Judio Norteamericano anuncid su apoyo al Comité
de Defensa Americana Por iedio de Ayuda a los Aliados e hizo gestio-
nes para iniciar el movimiento de ayuda civil a la Gran Bretana que

se extendid por todo el Hemisferio Occidental. Fue en aguel tiempo

que se invitd al rabino Perlzweig para que volviera a los Estados Uni-
dos 1o que hizo en efecto algo més tarde en el mismo afo con el alien-
to y apoyo de miembros del gobierno britanico para actuar como exper-
to poniendo sus conocimientos al servicio de este movimiento de ayuda
a la Gran Bretana y desarrollar sus relaciones con las autoridades
briténicas, relaciones gque habian adquirido nuevo significado con mo-
tivo de la carta de Greenwood.

Actividades desde el enero de 1941

Los trabajos del Congreso Judie mundial pueden ser resumidos bajo los
siguientes titulos :

l.- Tucha Contra el Hitlerismo

Desde gue estalld la guerra, el Congreso se encontrd en comunicacibn
estrecha y continua con los gobiernos demnocriticos y se acogid a toda
posibilidad legal y legitima para prestar su asistencia en la lucha.
Se pueden incluir con este motivo los distintos movimientos de ayuda
civil a los britanicos cresados por el Congreso y sus afiliados gue
lograron tomar proporciones puy considerables, particularmente a tra-
vés el Hemisferio Occidental. E1 papel desempenado por las comunida-
des judias en el apoyo de estos esfuerzos se tornd un factor de impor-
tancia en las relacienes con los gobiernos democraticos habiendo sido
reconocida la importancia de su laber por los miembros de los gobizr-
nos briténico y demAs.

En el territorio de la conducta de guerrg econbmica y propaganda,
agencias bajo la direccibdn del Congreso ejercieron en varias partes
del mundo unas actividades de importancia constantemente creciente.
Estas actividades se llevaron a cabo por supuesto con el conocimiento
de los competent:s departamentos de los gobiernos de las Naciones Uni-
das que fueron consultados.
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2.~ Labor Politica Relacionada con la emigracibn y los refugiados

Labor politica relacionada con la emigracidn y el establecimiento de
los refuplados. El Congreso se encontrd en una posicibn fGnica para
poZaer prestar servicios con respecto a este problema urgente en vir-
1LG de sus relaciones con los gobiernos interesados. La nisma existen-
cia de este problema ha sido una demostracidn de la valildez de la te-
nis del Congreso diciendo gue la cuestidn judia no puede ser tratada
sdecuadanente sino sobre la base dd una organizacibn internacional.
El Congreso fue responsable de la salvacidn de veintenas de lideres
judios prominentes y procurd sensible mejoria al destino de muchos mi~
les de refugiados solucionahdo problemas variando de la liberacibn de -
técnicos, extranjeros enemigos, en Gran Bretafia hasta la admisibén en
Australia de refugiados poloneses, del asegurar facllidades de viajar
en la India hasta la salvaguardia de las posiciones de los refugiados
en la América lLatina y las Indias Neerlandesas. En varios casos, como
. s
por ejemplo &1 de los refugiados internados en Australia y el Canada,
el Congreso tenla que gestionar simultaneamente con los gobiernos ame-
ricano, briténico, australiano y canadieuse para vencer las dificulta-
des especiales jue encontrd la emigracidn de aquellos refugiados. Por
medio de los esfuerzos del Congreso en colaboracidn gon el Consejo
Judio Inter-Americano, la situacidn y el bienestar de los refugiados
judios eén los paises latino-americancs aejord enormemente de manera
que en varios de aquellos paises los refugiados judios ya no estén su~
jetos a las restricciones de los extranjeros cnemigzos aunjue procedian
de Alemania o paises dominados por los alemanes. La liberacibdn recien-
te de un grupo de refugiados judios internados en la isla de Bonaire
en las Indias Holandesas y la autorizacidn en su favor de residenciar-
se en Curagao, es un ejeiaplo:'de un resultado de las intervenciones del
Congreso en Londres y en Washington. Se establecieron relaciones con
muchos gobiernos en todas las partes del mundce entre los que desde
hace unos meses se halla el gobierno soviético con el que se llevaron
a cabo negociaciones en Washington y Londres con respecto al destino
de un niimero grande de judios refugiados actuzlmente radicados en te-
rritorios sovieticos.,

Durante el periocdo de guerra el Congreso consultd constantemente con
el United States Department y el President's Advisory Ccmmittee an
todos los asuntos relacionados con el papel gque Anérica puede desem-
penar con respecto al problema de refugiados, tratindose de la admi-
sibén de refugiados en calidad de inmigrantes y visitantes o del apoyo
de tal politica liberal en las demfs partes del Hemisferio Occidental.
Con respecto a esta labor, fue un factor de importancia decisiva el
hecho de pertenecer el Dr. Vise al President's Advisory Committee on
Political Refugees.

3.~ Manteniendo Lineas de Comunicacidn

En cuanto a las juderias actualmente bajo la opresidn extranjera, era
la tarea del Congreso el mantener lineas de comunicacidn con aquellas
regiones y el apoyo a las instituciones representativas establecidas
por los dirigentes de estas juderias cerca de los gobiernos cexiliados.
Se establecid el aparato técnico necesario para mantener la comunica-
¢idén ininterrumpida con los paises bajo el control nazi, emyresas que
se llevaron a cabo consultande a los respectivos gobiernos exiliados.
El apoyo y la intervencidn politica del Congreso asegurd el reconoci-
miento de los comités representativos actuando en varios paises en el
nombre de las juderias polonesa y checa y representantes de las men~
cionadas juderias fueron nombrados a Cuerpos ilacionales Legislativos
después de consultar al Gongreso. Es obvio que ninguna comunidad judia
aislada-por autorizada que fuera para actuar por sl sola - podria ac-
tuar con la autoridad de una Institucidn gque reprisenta tan largo gru-.
po de comitentes como el Congreso. Para ampliar esta labor y poder
disponer a la vez de los consejos de los lideres distinguidos de la
Jjuderia europea actualmente residentes en Norteamérica, bajo la direc-
cibn del Dr. Lebdn Kubowitzki, antes de Bruselas, se constituyd el Con-
sejo Consultivo de Asuntos Judio~Europeos, compuesto de delegados de
comunidades judias representativas y hablando en el nombre de las ju-
derias de los palses actualmente ocupados o bajo el control de las
potencias del Eje. Actualmente estin actuando nueve de estos comités
Siendo miembros de cada uno de ellos los lideres mAs distinguidos y
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experimentados de sus respectivos palses. En los hltimos meses las
agencias europeas del Congreso desempefiaron un papel de creciente ur-
gencia e importancia trasmitiendo informes sobre la situacidn peligro-
ja de los judios en EBuropa. wuchos de estos informes obtenidos de
“uentes altamente dignos de confianza y de otro modo no asesibles,
meron trasmitidos a Horteamérica en el beneplético de determinados
Zobiernos demnocraticos a través de canales diplomiticos. Estos infor-
mes fueron presentados al Departamento de Lstado de Washington y al
Ministerio de Asuntes Exteriores britinico siendo tema de angustiosa
consideracidn por parte de les jefes de estos dos departamentos con
los que el Congreso estf manteniendo contacto continuo. Uno de los
resultados plblicos importantes de esta labor fue la publicacibn, con
motivo de una reunidn de prensa efectuada en Londres®en julio pasado,
de hechos y cifras relacionadas con la determinacibén de los nazis a
destruir la vida judia en Huropa. Este informe fue publicado por casi
todos los periodicos de importancia a través del mundo fuera de los
paises del Bje y sin duda did por resultado una apreciacidn mucho més
apropiada de la gravedad de la situacibén judla en Ewropa pcr la opi-
nién pGblica universal. Hotivd un poderoso movimiento de protesta gue
se manifestd en Norteamn@rica en el gran aitin del wadison Square Gar-
den del mismo mes y mitines por el estilo en las grandes ciludades a
través del mundo celebrados por la iniciativa del Congreso. Fue obli-
gacibn del Congreso el informar constantemente a los gobiernos de las
medidas de terror y discriminacidn por medio de que uno de los mis
grandes crimenes de la historia estd consumbndose, convirtiéndose el
Congreso Judio sjundial @n el intérprete de la opinidn judia mundial
ante los gobiernos de las Naciones Unidas.

4.- Negociaciones con los goblernos exiliades

Hegociaciones con los gobiernos exiliados relacionadas con la prepa-
racibn de la v éconstruccidn de la vida judia en la Europa delEste ¥y
Central., El Congreso se encuentra en contactc ininterrumpido con los
dirigentes de Francia Libre, los gobiernos checoeslovaco, polonés ¥y
denfs esforzhAndose para llegar a unos acuerdos concernicntes los pro-
yectos y proposicioncs destinados a asegurar plena igualdad ¢ indem-
nizacibén a las poblaciones judias cuando llegue la victoria. De cuan-
do en cuando se han publicado declaraciones importantes hechas al
Congreso por estos gobiernos como resultado de unas intervenciones.
Su eficiencia fue demestrada notablzmente por el inmediato y formal
restablecimiento de los derechos judios en Siria y el Lebandn acom-
panado por un llamamiento de los dirigentes judios de Beirut al Con-
greso, pidiéndole se encargara de la representacién de los intereses
judios en aguellos territorios. Entre los gobiernos exiliados con 1los
que contacto continuo ha sido mantenido, el de Polonia es de primera
importancia en vista de su poblacibn judia grande. Una delegacibn del
congreso encabezado por el Dr. Stephen S. Wise, con ocasién de la vi-
sita hecha por el general Sikorski a Nor teanérica én 1941, examinb
con &1 detalladamente todas las cuestiones pendientes. Resultados de
grande importancia siguieron a estas conversaciones a las que el ge-
neral Sikorski se refirid repetidamente cuando de vuelta a Londres se
dirigid al Consejo ifacional Polonés. Desde aguellas conversaciones los
representantes del Conireso en los Estados Unidos, Gran Bretana, Pa-
lestina, América Latina y Australia han sido en comunicacibén ininte-
rrumpida con los representantes del gobierno polonés tratando de nus
merosas cuestiones surgidas de las relaciones polop-judias. Aungue
quede todavia mucho gque hacer y exigicndo el inmenso complejo de los
problenas de los refugiados unas actividades constantes, se puede de-
cir, sin embargo, que se realizaron grandes progresos con respecto a
la solucibn de muchas dificultades y la colaboracibdn se hizo parti-
cularmente estrecha con el aumento de la comprensidn de gue los polo~
neses de todos 1los grupos religiosos y étnicos se encuentran axnenaza-
dos por la misma destruccidn. Entre los mAs importantes resultados
obtenidos fue el establecimiento de una colaboracidn nés estrecha
principante entre los dirigentes del Congreso y la comunidad yolono-
americana iniciada con la ayuda simpitica de los representantis po-
loneses.,
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5.~ Relaciones con la Conferencia de las Nueve Potencias

En el enero de 1942 los nueve gobiernos exiliados celebraron una con-
ferencia en el Palacio de St. James en Londres durante la que se adop-
taron varias decisiones expresando la determinacibn de estos gobier-
nus a ajusticiar al final de la guerra a todos los lideres y funcio-
warios de las potencias del Eje en comfin con sus agentes en los pail-
228 ocupados convencidos de haber violado las leyes y la decencia in-
ternacional. El Congreso estuvo negociando durante largo tiempo con
estos gobiernos con el fin de asegurar que los actos de discrimina-
cibn y terror tales como la promulgacibn de decretos especiales contira
los judfos, el establecimiento de los ghettos etoc. etc. seran lleva-
dos ante los tribunales internacionales gque han de ser establecidos.
Estos esfuerzos obtuvieron muy importante resultado incluido en una
carta dirigida oficialmente en nombre de los nueve gobiernos al Con-
greso Judio mundial en Londres por el Primer Ministro polonés Sikors-
ki, presidente de la Conferencia de las nueve Potencias. Aclard esta
carta que no solo los actcs generales de terror sino también los ac-
tos anti-judios especificados serian incluidos en las denuncias pre-
sentadas a los tribunales internacionales y gque se aprovecharfn los
materiales recogidos por el aparate técnico especial establecido con
este objeto por el Instituto de Asuntos Judios. Estas empresas han
sido utilizadas en las denuncias ya publicadas por los gobiernos exi-
liados y no hay duda de que este progreso continuard a la medida de
cribarse y examinarse los materiales. Entretanto los competentes fun-
cionarios de los gobiernos norteamericano, ‘briténice y sovidtico gque
se encuentran repr:zsentados en las reuniones de las nueve potencias
por observadores fueron informados plenamente de la importancia que
el Congreso concede a la politica de las sacicnes Unidas en este as-
pecto guedando asegurada la simpatia de estas grandes potencias., El
Congreso siguid firmamente la politica encaminada a asegurar igual
castigo a los crimenes contra las poblaciones judias como preliminar
esencial del 2stablecimiento de un reino de ley incluyendo la igual-
dad ante la ley de todos los sectores de cualgquier comunidad en Euro-
pa sin consideracibn a raza ni fé. Uno de los incidentales, pero vita-
les resultados de estas actividades fue la repudiacidn especifica de
todo anti-semitismo por todos los gobiernos exiliados y el intento de
suprimirlo como factor politico en el nuevo orden democratico en cuyo
establecimiento esté&n comprometidos.

6.~ Negociaciones con los gobiernos democriticos

Negociaciones con los goblernos democraticos con el fin de ganar su
interes y asegurar su apoyo en favor de la reconstruccibén de la vida
judia sobre una base de auto-respetn y seguridad permanente efectuadas
principalmente en las etapas anterieres de la guerra con miembros del
gobierno brithnico se llevaron a cabo después de Pearl Harbor también
con miembros de la Administracidn Norteamericana. Desde la publica-

¢idn de la carta de Greenwood, entonces presidente del Comité del Ga- -

binete BritAnico para la Reconstruccidn de la Post-Guerra, estas con-
versaciones han sido seguidos continuamente. El winistro briténico de
Inforanacibn asi como dirigentes del State Department de Washington
expresaron un interés creclente para la labor del Instituto de Asun~
tos Judios sobre cuyos hallazgos de hechos y sentencias se basara el
pleito del Congreso ante la Conferencia de la Paz. En este aspecto
hacemos referencia de un memorandum sobre la situacidn genaeral judia
elaborado por el rabino Perlzweig y entregado en el varano de 1941
por el Embajador Brithnico al Primer ministro d4n Londres haciendo el
gefior Winston Churchill subsiguientemente una declaracidn basada en
€l. Cada gobierno importante mantiene actualmente un departamento u
oficina destinada a preparar materiales para la Conforencia de la

Paz y el Congreso establecid relaciones con todas agquellas directa-
mente en Londres y por medio de sus representaci ones diploan&ticas en
Washington. De las mis importantes de esta indole son las conversa-
ciones gue se estén desarrollando actualnente en Londres cntre la
Seccibn Briténica y la Divisién de Rehabilitacidn de Post-Guerra del
winisterio de la Conducta de la Guerra Econbdmica concernientes los
proyectos de la alimentacibdn de las poblaci ones judias al terminar
la guerra,



T.,~ Actividades de Auxilie

Fuera de los Egtados Unidos, el Congreso Judio mundial también actia
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como organizacidon de auxilios colectando fondos. Las campanas lleva-
das a cabo en la américa Latina y otros paises procuraron al Congreso
la posibilidad de llevar ayuda financiera urgentemente necesitada a
los comités de refugiados en Europa; Palestina y el wediano Uriente,
El Departamente de Auxilios demostrd ser de importancia vital hacien-
do posible un aprovechamiento inmediato de las conceslones obtcnidas
por las actividades politiecas del Congreso. wencionamos también los
esfuerzos para mejorar la suerte de tantas poblaciones judias en los
palses ocupados particularmente en Polonia. Los gobiernos de los Es-
tados Unidos y la Gran Bretaha demostraron un interés profundamente
simpatico a este grave problema y autorizaron gue se hicieran tales
gestiones en la medida de permitirles las negcesidades de la situacibn
belica. El blogueo haciendo imposible inevitablemente las actividades
de auxilio en gran escala, se puede decir sin embargo gue cuanto se
hizo aunque haya sido poco en rclacibn con la amplitud del problema,
ayudb materialmente a mantener las 2speranzas y la moral combativa de

muchos mliles de judios sujetos a las mAs depravadas persecuciones de
la historia moderna. '
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Notes about the Uorld Jewlsh Congress
and 1te recent Agtivitles.

P

1. The World Jegwish Congress is to-day composad of the repreasntatlive or-
ganisations of all Latin Amerloan Jswish commnitles which are well organised
in thelr varlous Central Committees and which are affiliated to the World Jew~
ish Congress - the Canadian Jewlsh Congress, representing the whole of Cana-
dlan Jawry:; the Americen Jewich Congress, representing, approximately, & mil-
lion organised Jews in the United States of Amerioa; the Vaad Leumi of Pales-~
tine, representing Palestinian Jewry; the Union of Swiss Jewish commnitles,
representing the whole Jewry of Switzerland; the Jewish commnitles of Forth
Africa, the British Seotlion, the aAnstralian Sgotion and other sections in
gmaller countries.

Speaking moderately, the VWorld Jewish Congress to-day represents, ap-
proximately, 2%/3 million Jews. Before the Uar, the organised Jewish communi-
tles of Greece, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia and Italy, and the larger part of the
Jewlsh population of Roumenla, Cgechoslovakia and Poland and a substantial
part of France, were also represented in the world Jewish Congress through
their varlous organisations. Sinose the ocoupation of thesse countries by Hitler,
various Buropean Committees - esatablishsd in Rew York end composed of former
leaders of the various Jowlsh European oommunitles who are to-day in New York =
take the place of these Buropean Jewlish comrmnitlies and will continue to do so
until the day of their liberation oomeés. The French Commlttee, for example, 1e
headad by Baron Bdouard de Rothechild, President of the French Jewlsh Consls-
tolre, Plerre Dreyfus - son of Cgptain Dreyfus, Professor Hamsdard, the great
French Mathematlolan, and others; the Yagoslsvia Committee la headed by the Chlef
Babbl of Yugoslavia, Rabbl Alkaly, eto.

1]

2. The Executlve Committee of the World Jewish Congress, which was trang-
ferred to New York at the beginning of the var (it was formerly in Geneva and
Paris] and which will be trancfarred to Europe &s soon as conditlons permit,
has dealt primarily with the probleme of rescue of European Jews, Oreating op-
portunities for relief to be eent $0 European Jewry {enabling the pure rellef
organisations like the Joint Distribution Committee to use these opportunities
ard to do the real relief work), doilng some rellef work by 1taelf through the
funds for relief which are collected in Latin Amerioa and whiok are all being

-distributed by the Bslief Department of the World Jewish Congress, defending$
£

Jewish righte in Latin American countriee, and in preparing the reatoration
Jewlsh righte and posltlons in post-iiar Europe. ‘
|

A fev szamplee for these sotivities and what has been achieved, may
puffice:=

ae The World Jewlish Congrease succeeded in changling the policy of the
Unitad States Government concerning permission to wse money for organieing &
escgpe of Jews from Nazi-ocoupled territories. Through the offices of the Cgn-
gress in Geneva and Lisbon, its representatives in Sweden and its closs co-opera-
tion with the office of the Jewlsh Lgenoy in Istambul, the uorld Jewlsh Congress
is kept constantly informed about the situation in European countries. In June
1943, Dr. Wlase dlascusaed the problem of reegue with President Roosevelt, and
Mr. Morgenthau, Secretary of the Treasury, and succeedsd in convincing them that
1loences should be gramted to send momey 0 Switserlamd to be used, if necesdary,

|
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in Oocupled Buropesn countries, to help Jews to eecape. After lengthy ne-
gotiations, the first of sush licences was granted in December to the Con-
gress. Ve informed the J,D.C, ebout this, and they then applied for a
licence for & moh larger sum - which was also granted, In this way, op-
portunities were oreated to facllitate the escape of Jews from Ogoupled
countries. This 1o the only way in which it is poasslble, today, to save
the remnants of European Jewry. At the same time, we sucoseded - with the
help of the State Department and the Polish Goverament - in obtalning from
the Bungarian and Spanish Governments, psrmission for the admission of Jew-
1gh refugeee from Poland and France. This work will have to be enlarged,
and we hope to seoure the support of the newly-established War Refugee Board
in Jashington for this kind of work. .

b. Ve succeedsd, last summer, in getting the Americen, and through its
intervention the British Govermment, to agree to place Eight Milllon Dollars
at the disposal of the International Red Croses, for the purchase of food, .
olothing and medicaments to be sent to Jews in Oocupled oountries. For the |
Pirgt time, we established the precedent that Governmemtal money should be
made available for Jewish rellef - which is not only important because of the|
amount involved, but as a precedent for the future, as it 1s clear that the
problem of post-war Jewish rehabilitation in Burope and the financing of mass
Jewish immigration into Palestine after the War, can only be dealt with by
finenoial support of the United Nations, since no private Jewish resourcse will
be suffiolent to cope with these problems. In obtaining the Eight Million Dol-
lars from the American and Britigh Governments for the Intsrnational Red Cross,
to be used for Jewish relief (the schems was publiocly announced by the Assist-
ant-Seoretary of the State Departmemt, kir. Breokenridge long, who is in charge
of these matters), we oObtalned, in one stroke, through polltioal actlon, a |
gimilar amount of money to that whioh the J.D,C. oolleots in its campaign during
a whole year, and we established a preoedent of the greatest aignifiosnoe for

the future.
|

. I
c. e have suooessfully intervened in all thess years In safeguarding )

Jowleh rights and positions in Latin American oountries where they were ofted men-
aced. To uote one example: the stateoment of President Roosevelt a few montqa

ago oritiociuving violently the Remirez Government in argentine for prohlblting the
Yiddish Press, was influenoed and prepared by our intervention. The statement of
Presldent Roosevalt ~ which orsated a sensation, at least in the imerican o -
trieos - had the immediate effect of revoking the deorse suppressing the Yiddish
Press in argentins, re-opening all Jewlsh schools in some of the Provinces of
Argentine whers they had been clomsed, and generally influenoing the Jewish péli-
oies of the Argentins Government. MNany similar cases in other Latin America?
oountries ocould be mentioned.

d. The World Jewish Congress has established the Institute of Jewish Af-
falrs in New York, where a great number of Jewlsh experts are working on the:pre
paration of a programms of post-uJar Jewlsh rehabilitation and ths restoration of
Jewish rights and positions in Europe. de played an ilmportant role in the f#ght
for the restoration of the Cremieux Deoree in alglers = ths abolition of which
was a dangerous precedent for similar policies in other liberated European cpun-
tries where, based on the example of Horth Africa, the anti-Jewish legislatipon
of the totalltarian States may have been abolished only very slowly. We hadl
promises from General de Geulle to restore the Cremleux Decree. We intervenbd,
during the course of the year, with the State Department and we had the satinac-
tion of getting.an offlclal statement from kr. Sumner-felles (while he was Under-
Secretary of State) - when I introduced a Freonch Jewlsh Delegatlon to him o) dis-
ouss thig problem =~ to the effect that the State Department had made a great mls-
talte in agreeing to the abolition of the Cromieux Decres. :

i
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The conaequensea of the reatoration of tha Cremleux JDgorse have al-
ready baen felt., vhen Italy was invaded, we negotliated with the headquarters
of AMC - whioch 1s in oharge of the ocoupatlon of llberated countries - about
the restoratlon of Jewish rights, and we were assured that instructions had
been glven that wherever the Allied armies enter, Jewlsh rights must be re-
stored and that wherever Jewlsh offlolials had been dismlased, they must be
recalled to their former posltions, This was done in Italy, and a&s is known,
the King published & deoree reocently, restoring all Jewlsh rights,

4, vhen the firat Conference of UNRRA was ocalled in astlantic City, the vorld
Jowlsh Congress submitted a Mamorandum to all delegates and sent two of the
members of its Executive to Atlantlo Cilty in order to submit suggastions for
the resolutions of the Confsrsnce conserning Jewlsh problema. 4s & result of
this interventlon, the fundamemtal resolutlons of the Atlantio City Conference
wore chenged. To glve a few esxamples:-

&. The origlnal resolution for ths work of UNERA suggested that UNRRA
would deal with United Nations nationala. We had polnted out to the varlous
delegates that hundreds of thousands of Jews - who wore technloally enemy
aliens - ®would remaln outside the soope of the work of UNRRA, although they
wore also victims of Nazl persecution. The resolutlon was changed and speaks
today of all victims of Hazl persecution, without discrimination of race or
religlon, of whom UNHEA will have to take oare.

b. The original resolution dealing with repatriation. of the deportees,
apoks of the repatrlatlon of deported citlzens of varlous countrles. e point-
ed out that tens of thousande of Jews who lived in ireatern BEuropean countries
and could not beocoms oitizens, would be left out under this text, The resolu-~
tion was changed, as a result of our interventlon, and foresees the repatria-
tion of all those, by UHRRA, who have had "sattled residence"” in the countries
from which they were deported.

¢. The original draft of the resolution conocerning the deportees, spoke
of the repatriation of all these people as the only rule in dealing with them.
Our representatives pointed out that 1t would be unfalr %o many Jewlsh deportees
who would refuse to go baok to the countriesa of thelr sufferings and terrible
memories, to foroe them to be repatriated. It would also have rendered very
difficult the tranafer of these Jewlsh deportees to Palestine, in case they
wanted to go there. The resolution was changedé and the rule adopted that UNRRA
willl repatriate those who can and want to be repatrlated, and will also take
oare of those who do not want to be repatriated on the spot, untll a country for
thoir re-settlement can be found -~ thus envlsaglng the possibility of bringing
Palestine into the plcture.

d. In the original resclutlons, no peasibillity was glven for the perma-
nent co~operatlon of prlvate Jewlsh organisatione with the work of UNRRA -~
which wlll be of ths greatsst lmportance for poat-dar Jewry. <o suocceeded in
changing the resolution, which now foresees the posslblility of UNRRA inviting
private internatlonal organlisations to eend observers or representatives into
the varlous Committeas 0f UNBRA - naturally without ths right to vote, whioh
is limited to Goveramenta.

All these changes, which are of the greatest signifloance, were made
possible through the ilnternational composition of the World Jewish Congress.,
Each of the Governments-in~Exlle was approached by the Commlttee of the World
Jowish Congress representing the respectlve Jewish commnity, &nd thus the way
was paved for the filnal interventlon of our representuatives., Ko mational Jewlsh
organisat ion oould hava gpproached - In the same menner and with equal effective-

ness - all the various delegates at the UNRRA Conference. The great achlevements



obtained at Atlantic City are reallstic proof of the usefulness of an inter-
national Jewish organlsation in dealing with international Conferences and
International problems, and &s the Atlentio City Conference was only the

first of many such Confarences whioh will settls the Pgace and solve the pro-
-plems of post-~Jar Burope, the same consideration will apply in all future Con~
ferences. '

Be Cnly during the last few weeks, we have establiahed contact 1n London
with the Buropean advisory Commlttes, composed of the representatives of Great
Britain, Bugsla and America, which is dealing with the preparatlon of the armis-
tice und Peace problems in Europe. e have submitted a llemorandum $o the mem~
bars of this Committes, asiking for certain clauses in the irmistice Terms, in
ordar %o seoure the life and the position of the Jews in Occuplied territorles at
the %ime of the Armistics. e have been assured that vary derious oonsideration
willl be given to our suggestions.

More and more of the work of the Jorld Jewish Congress will have to bs
transforred to London in the near future, as London is fast beooming the most
important centre for many Jewlash problems, owing to the fact that the Inter-
governmental Gommittee for Refugees (with whom we are in constunt contaot), the
Buropsan Division of UNRRA, the BEuropean idvisory Commitiee, the vJar Crimes Com-
mliesion (with whom we are discuseing Jewlah aspeots of tha War Crimes problem)
arga located in London.

The World Jewish Congress has oonvened an Emsrgency Conference of i¢s
affiliated groups in New York, in May. It will be the first international Jew~
ish Conference since the beglnning of the Jar. e have reoeived the blessings
of the State Depsrtment for thla Conferenos and thelr promise to grant the neces~
sary faoilitles - visas, priorities for transport, eto. - in order to enable
repregentatives to attend. lors than 100 delegates, among them from Paleatine
and ull American countries, from England, from North africa, and poesibdbly also
from Rusela, are expeoted to attend. The granting of facilities for such a
Confersnde by the smerican Government, despite the tremendous diffioulties of
war condisions, indicates the importance which the .merican Adminletration at-
taohesg tg the Kind of work which the Congress is dolng, and ths same may be said
of many other Governments with whom we are in gonatant oontact and who are always
ready to negotiate with us about Jewish problems oonocerning the Jewries of thelr
ocountriea.

It may be saild, finally, thut the vorld Jewish Congress hag us ite primary
task the principle not t0 interfere with the intermal problems of a free Jewish
comminity or to apeak on ite bshalf, as long ws 1% 1la in & position to speak and
act on Ats own and does not requsst the Jorld Jewlah Congress t0 interveme on 1ts
behalf. Only when Jewlsh ocommnitles are oppressed and camnot aot for themselves
as in the case of Europeen Jewry - or when they ask us to aoms to thelr &ld, -
ag has heppsned In puny inetences in Latin imerlican Jewrles, do we take motlong
otherwise, our uctivities are limited to desling with internationsl Jegwish pro-
blema of common interest to all Jewlsh communities and organisations affiliated
%0, or represented in, the dorld Jewlsh Congreas.
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Mfm'ﬂga e cereiile némoMen, to fores then Lo be
mmmn. it would sleo hove rmvlered wery A fiteult the
sranelor of these Jewlasl, depoprtess to Palestine, in otae they
wented 90 go theps, 1he pesolution weas shnnged snd the rale
adopbei that UNERS el il reputriate thase wg don and went Lo
be repatristed, and will 2180 taxe care of thweo w0 Ao not

want to bo Ngumﬁtaa on the speb, unitl a oeuntry for f.hatr

reapstt lonemt Sen e Foiroul e plene. ol v sadinak QAL M.
of sringing Polestlne hw the p&omeo

4. In the ol pinal resclutiona, no pongibl lity wna
feen for the pepnonent co=-operstion of pivete Jowish
orpaainciions with the wapk oi Uians e whwh will e of the
sreatest lxportence AR mtu*er Jewry. e sneeecdod in
ohonging tue resclatiom, extch now fareseos & & possibility
of FIHR: toviting privats intamational arganlsntiocns to asend




e

" ‘otmmm or jmtagives lnte the vapious Comdstess of

R = potueally withest the right to vots, whieh 1: lhudted
ﬁa fmm&u

£11 theso ohanges, whiech sre of the grestost airidilcance,

segre nade poastble throw? the intemrtignal egey wgition of
che ordlg Jowlgh Conrnegse. <aeh of the tovarmaents-ine-i zile
was snironehed by the Corrdites of the Soerld Jowtsh Coyess
vepposenting tho respediive Jowlsh ocomamtni Sy, =nd thuo the way
wap paved for he flnal intervestien of taw represontatives.
o nasionel Jowleh orgentiosution eould hewe spprosched « (0 the
uma omreer ond with ogual sffestiveness - &il ihe vaprious

dclegatea ot the WIRGE Conieponcse The great sehlcvanents
obtnined at Atlsatie Clty »re realistte ppoof of the usathlnoss
af an toternstlonnl Jowleh appantestion 40 doaling with intey-~
wesionel Convorences end intemoational grobleng, ond as the
;thientte dity Cortferency wng snly the et of man sush
Conrerenses whieh will setile the Ponoe uxnd solve the lacs
of poct=’ar upape, the ssme conmsideretion will apply In ald
Mture Conforausel. :

Be during she lost Tow welts, o9 have ostabllsihed

mm n Londem w1t th the iuropoan Alvisopy Coml ttoe, soaponed
or the rmmuwa of frest Bpitatn, Husslk end 'mertos,
vhieh {2 donling with the preparation ef the Matm m
¥asoe poblene Buropes e have sphaitted o Heomorendun

the members of thie Commlitse, ssikl ¢ 1oy sePbsin uamn 1n

the ‘rmistise Termes, 1n order to secure the iife wnd e
position o the Jews in Cocupied territories ot the time of

the sredstiee, e hove boew sssured ihirt very aort. s

cond depetion will oe glven o sur sugseetiolin.

Hore =und wore of the woprk of the serld Jewtlah Conprens
willi hevs L0 be tranaferred to Lden in the nesp fubure, oe
Londosns e rrgt bosxal o the nont ftmortomt eatre fopr meny
Jewieh prablems, Mng t:u e foot that the Inteppovarrmentsl
Comsitvee for Re o {(with whas we nte In sondient sontnet},
che supopesn Diviston of Tins4, the urepssn ‘dviscry Commlitee,
the “ap Crimes Ooemiesion (with whom we ere dissussing Jowish
saponts of the “ar Urlimen problea) ade mn-a in ilodor.

“he “orld Jowish Conpress hes convaned an inoy
Conzupenee of its afftlicted groups inm Wew York, in Nay.

It will te the firet intematione) Jewlsh Confereicd singe
the heginning of the Tdr, Yo have rccelved the blowslps
of che stete Nopartamt fap tile Coniepones wnd thelyr wozlae
to grent the necsssary Peeilitics «~ vises,; wlopition fer
traneport, etss = in ander t0 mablad repvesentatives o
sttonds, Hore thm 100 dolegates, enong them fyom Palsatine
el all smeriean countrien, fras Ang s from Sorth Afrios,
and pcuihly aleo frea Meele, arde mm 6 aitend,

mo oppting o.t’ mtllﬂoa for sush a Sonforgrts by the
morienh Gov Aeepise the sremantons &ifTiculties of
wmr mniom entos the imporvanse witeh the smeriemn

m&:iaﬁns'm attoohen o the kind of workt whiieh the Congroess

is dotng, end the saom mey bo eeld of wmy obbap wmtn
sith whos wo sre In soRatent pontaot

4 moontiees DALY US EDOML CANISL pIGhien ooy oy grivy d i es
of thely soumntriess :
It ony be 13y, that the “orlsd Jewialy Congress

bag w8 tta Mmy :mm m prineiple ot So interfore otih Li
m'r"emal npoblans of u fyee Jowlsh communlity o to sposk o
i behell, as long es 18 iw in @ Mum o npma mel ant
m~ 1te omn wnd Aoes NOY mn the sopld Jewigh Congress Lo
Iniorvene on 1ts bBehalf.




oppresscd and sennot ot ior thensclves - as in the oass
of furoposn Jewpy =« or whm they oak uas o eome to their
aid, ~ sz haa bDoppened i meny instenees in (atin smerieen
jodice, 40 we tako aotlc:; otheswiase, cur sotivitiocs nre
lmited to desling wiih tnietnstional Jevish poblaxs of
somwn lnterost to all Jowlal: sorzunities and orpssd astions
artilisted $6,0r represpmted in,the forld Jewlsh Congreat.
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4e The RMaropesn Adviacry Council will be dtvided inte
ational Hepresentative Scxittees, on o similapr besis
w0 the UeSels IThone Rationml Rmmt&tlﬁﬁ ir:v-ﬁm
anaild Do formed by represaniutives of B mtpae“'m
exinting orgentisstions, piuy in:pnrm Liavidunls in
tids GoUNSIY Who arc not ndibers of sny aush orgedeevion.
ha mesber of nesbers of those fepreambative Coupl tioon
will vapy secording $0 the strengkh o Ghs Pespsciive
Jowl : corgminity In exiley ihe samation or ihoso
Romrosontative Comlttooz w'1l be imciatad /N8 meloplall sed
mdor e mmn oy the orid JM& Odyrols, JOPSHARN
Meistion,.

B follewing Répresontative Comet tH06a anould re
estaill ched {mredlstely:~ Folsnd, Gwﬁ.‘malawm,, watrin,
fSermany, Balptom, uguam. Tugoslevia end Hmma
Be Two &r thiréc delag&taa or any gaoh TOprOsEI Ly ul'ﬂ
Committen will form the “uropean Advlsory Counot Xe
C. ‘The retivitiss of the various Represehtative Cammittess
shonld somprise the rollowingie ,

1. Glose collshoration wit the respective

ammtaﬁva Commttten In the Tedels,
of infermation, views on swrent mnd fubuwre
promm. & imtam BeSUPOle

Bs T gw expert sdvigs Lo the Exscutive o' the

ah Ssetton (or Harepsen Division) en cortain
problame sudh as rellef and pehablid tatlon, mﬂmlm,
utaﬁﬁamma. war ePimes, Wov, ot#s, from the
»otnt of view of m wwun th&'?n
$s TO prepare the or;;;m atien of ma <arld Jewt sh
Congroas in the werious scuniries s«iter thes wap
ovd, therelore, propagsce ths 1des o o WedoCo
auong respectiye Jowl ah nationsls in Gpons Bpieain

MS 1 poasivle, thely argunis tien within e
Brdtiah Sedtien Lﬂr Baropen Divigten). .

ST T T by Mth regerd to tne r’ahnm of m mgmiua KArOpean
AdyLecty Counstl with e et thah Restion end/ar wropssn
Divi son, this wester will be decided only nfter U9 Jmerpency

Ganference in Nes York, ihen he relsticas betwoen the
Tordd imesusivo =nd ' |
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The fellowiag is 'yﬂ?ﬁ"i%ﬂ"“‘"'f the reperts givea by the :;-;-ttro e
nenbora of the Ter Congrese 2t the Office Gollattoo nna;log- o

during the peried of May 15th ¥» June 15k, 1944:

1¢ vne declided ta trenafesr 310,000 e ltts:a;n-b&.bes fer hl- work

in Lisbon under the listnse recently grauted. At the same time Yo wap

faformed that the ¥JC prqfnra that the ghiléresn rezcusd in Forsugal
should be sant 4a Pelestine even if this mezams & 48lay of tow weeky,
Tels line: vtll &lso bs gurs with rscpnut to the YAR.

 Twe wesks latey, &a n(dttionnl ameant of QID.GBO vas trasasfenred te

Ysissmen-Lisbon,. as 2o Bas to take gare of ahsut 90 rescusd children.
¥e have bosn iaformed that the isetican as w833 an the Brisish Za-

" wassy in Lisben are dseply impresssd with II! work done by tllslnan

th.r’n

Hre Patrick "alls. of the xat.r-owvornnonlax t'anittoa ror Eotug-.-.'
ead® 10 our offiew and had a lepgihy dluuam with menders of the
Zxadutive ol th! !erl Jovish Congress. .

'_Hr. 310§nir tal ul!il %o gabls o program of ticcnt of Fatah J-ro.

Upen its regeipt, ws’ nhall eppreash thu "RE,

Pr. Goldmaan sitsnded a seepfag of the jalgil at-dsnion of the
Canadian Jewish Oongress. The ¥erld Jawish Qongress this ye:r will
receive & peatridutisn of $30,000 from the Oanading Jewish Congress.

Zhis deeision waa alse ouﬁrna vy the United Jowish Zellef igengy
‘af Oomida. $18,000 arve dt;iglniod for ttgnlnr tirt and $18,000 for
_"ﬂm’.-

Fund-ralsing campaign ta lcniso witk Dr, Gold3man un& Iaruak Zuokeofr-

' man will take place the week of Augusé 13-204k. My, Zuckeraan will

stay ome weok lemger sad priasipslly \ake up ergeatsatiousl «utatl-n-;

Chiaf Eadhi tht;yrlil of Steckhels has accepted the ilvitatlan te
Joia \he antnt17i of the Forld. J-tl-l Congrense.

Upoa @ur suggestions e $A3 is making spdsial orfortn in the ficll
of paychelogleal warfares = bhreadcasts te lnngurgﬁa‘ hey 2re using a
;rtat deal of our material.

¥a have laurnti something ahcnt ths attlntial ef the Vlttol lnt-rn&o-.' 

fre 280 Jewe deperded from Yittel are mow im Cemp Dramey, vhich is ne

ial will be used flrst for imericaavounisd yrisomers of war. The State
Depsriaent agreed to ge iats the matter of exehsnge snd has already
started it - Thres we:ke later, ve bhad mewd congéraimg ths depcria-

$ion from Vittel, By a diplomat just arrived on th. Oripaholm. AgEsP-

ding to this seures, there ware a0 ths safid to be left ia Vlttol

- about the middle of lay.

£00 Spandek Jevs were sant bagk from ?aidlrt. Howdver, Ar;nntlntnl
Jows shem to have hean sent te Thereslienatads, nhidh 43 sot oaly s
oo:ntntrntiaa CANps hnt slee » \ralsli GRMpP.
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Dr. Perigweiy, together with MHr, Fried, President of ths Cxeoh~Jowisk
Kepresentative Comnittee, has assenm Jan Rasaryk. He god the feoller
statemant) *I wish t6 go on record once again in stating that decen
eitizens of Cssohealevakis regaxdlane of race or Talt: vwill be tPeated
in the same faly manner as wuc the cese hefore this terridle wor
stargyea. The treatment 0f Jers in my sountry iz 3 matter of porsonsal
pride %o me and there will be no change whatsaswer in this respect.
This shatezont ssa bs sonsidered a5 the conserisd opln!on of the
c:ochenlovak chorlno;t is londoa.n _

¥ith the recemmsadation of ths ¥ar Eefugee Bosrd, & -pocial d.logato
af the Torlé Jowish c.t;rol. 'ntt to Lisvex, “pajin améd ¥orth A:rioa.

Dr. Goldmaun has eees Lord Ealifax tn(,glnensllt the gquestioz of the
EeZ Cross parcels »ith Ris. i nesorandum was seat to Lerd Ralifax,

Kr. Fehle of the TRB alao premized te take this guestion wur vith the
Foregin Economy Admisistration. -~ Zews time leter Pr. Goldmann saw
Orowley concerning the saos astter. Dr, Gclémann vas faformeéd that the
Besrd of Lgonomio Tearfare’ niiova-thn Intornantional Red Cross te use .
fte foodstooks 1n switszerlund for celliag fesd parcels Raziskwxixx=—t;
oodupisd Burepe. itout one~-half miliion Jawe are fnvolved. is the
gonseny of the Eritish iz also nsedad, tho Beard s ready to take it
up with the Pritich authoritias, _

Daring the 133t faw wesks we Lid meany convegsableny with royrbsa-tutlvt
of UNARA cohoeraing repregsent: tlon in the Shanding Committees. Suah
deglisicn depends on the Couneil. “ince the meeting »f the UNREHA Counmeil
had to B postponed, there ¥111 be 2o definits answer {2 the noar-futnm'.

¥e hive.on ssveral occpasions been asked tr UIREL reurcsentadstves to re-
aosmend vaepls te shem who cam ke irtlaoa and sent out ac social
warkers.

Dre Partokower will go te 3suth.:imerioa the secoad h;lr of Jumre %o atay
in Chile, 4irgentinm nnd Brastl for a feow days for informatlion purposes.

?r. Noldmann ssw the Russian Azbassador Gremyke, wle promised to re-
comaend to his gevermment that a &eslegation of Bussian Jevry be allewed
to soms to our ¥ar Imergency "onferesace. The War “wsTgenagy Conferente,

i, for the tims Wing, sghednled to take please the seaond kalf of Hovsber.

#r. klpesky, Chairmsn of the idmisistretive Comsittes of the Americanm

Jewish Conferenae, has imvited the FJC to mase represemtatives to co-
operate vith their Commissiea ez Foust-Tar Eurdpean Predlems. Our re-

pregeatztives will ta: DIr. Robimson, Dr. !artaknu-r. nr. Kudbowitski,

br. Perlawelg anﬂ Jasod Lﬂﬂlsﬂninik’o" :

¥r. Hil;t-tn. L £ [ gayronoutgtito in lhtlluia. iaforms us th.4 ia Kenpa
. and Tangeayks s spegis]l caap for PeliskeJowisk refugses and a spscial
. mahool for Folish-Jerizh childiren Buve bGoswm setadlisked. Tha Cffigs

Commities is in faver of it in the light of the receat experiense ia the .

Hexiesn camp for "ocliteh refugoes im ients Roea and is especially 12
favor of the estadlishmmnt of & speglal sghool for Polieh-Jewlsh chile
drer, giviag thes a Jevish eduncation.

i
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of thn uuﬂtuim af Jowa inte Czeakeslovakta; Shey rl.ll -1 ] -a-npa.
Fut the gueatieon of Jewish reparstion will bave to be dissucesed as-
v8ll o seme other questions. He sald thet if She Cseoh Jews bave any
rropessls, they have 1o start negotiations nev. dasayyk is Chairsax
of 51l Czech reconstrug¢géion committees and all propesals snd mszoranda
‘should be nent to him.

A

Dr, ibraham Drapkin, delegate frox Jhile, gave as imtervesting report
during hiv visit 40 Lhis country. is said that the geasral pollisionl
situction In Crile s very clear zad be Lopes thed mo chadge will take
rilage in thedr rinl dsmogratio way of living. %i4kh ragawd to the Jewy,
the government is itr: sympathetis. 4r. Drapkim d¢0e mot thilmk that
iuxigratjen would be possibls im Chile, dut 4f
rn internationel agrescent om immigration is reagded, Chils may fulrill
its vnri. Heturalisetion rules aFe as follewst lamigroats ean applr
after 5 years) stay in ias B¥, L7 born ia s neutral couniry; sfter
1% year's stay &o the counyyy, &7 boera in & goustry =% war - 4l they had
ac connoetion =%t a2ll with fatermstional poliilae, Howdver, sven if thess.
conditions are fulfilled, tha govarmmemnt 1: stil} free to a8t us %
vishes. ibout I8-30,000 Jews live in Chile, Come Jews ure in very high
Fositions of politionl life o7 Llhlle o« ome i & meabsr of Purliament,

one is in the Foreigs Office, one 1is atierno: fer the geveramsnt and one
1: 9011c1tnr for thn goverageat. :

Our teneva office informed ue through the ¥2N that they ars 4in touah
sith ¥i{lderwvan and Filgel#y. Tuey s.Xed for evesuation on nusaze Ironm
bumapis and reqguested ws t¢ contuct Zarlas. 7he ¥W2B is ia cont:ct "1th
Amdaigzadey: steinhart im Ilt.un'bu.l iont this = ttﬂ',wn@l aatio e mad~ b T&Ju
antoe ~ehidoay AL AT

%o recoivel a leng repert on the tituatlol s the Jews inm Hungary
froa a representotive af our af pre:ent in Lisdom, throagh ihe WRE.
Tarrible fasts were revealed regardiag Jows Ain Bungary, by rafugges

wha reached Falestine at the ead of iy ufser having sssaped from
Huagary durimg say. Iz ucuoritqnn with methods in Psland thsrs is oclear
evidenoes that masa oxttrninution there %a prepaured. ilre:zdy thets cra
interned in caps and ghettees over 300,000 Jevrs frou MazmwExssxaklyy
Ixagadxtnaxishzasansigtengrriasaxisraganaaxs Ssiget snd Carypetlo Fuesle
¢f rvhich the followimng are kmovnl Margavasarchly, Gzeged des “etresgen
Hyiregy lIsza DBersgsuass, lingysigllo:, Nagybanys, Szatmarzematl, Hates-
gulta, fonkacs, Ssubedka, Xolessvar, Zeaustergos, Hsarhimle, Zeata,
Pudapest, Hasst, lltdalm'!a‘: Varad, Ssalywa, . ap, UJjvidek. Ia oms
eouter over 22,000 pérmsas are herded into sn ares-of 17,000 square
metara. Over 3,000 Jews wers arrveted and deportad %o am uak:own dsstine
ntlen durlag oue pight in Budanest. There were summarily ¢erported sumother
group of 5000 and for depérsation eof large mmmbers preparatienc h:ve.

been mads. 30 pemgoes, fosd only for a fartnight and tve vhenges of
underwesr ars all thut the depertess are allewed to Laks with them. A
yrllew bsdge muzt be worm By all Jews ages six or msre. Jewisgk uhapo

ars oclessd and goods seafissate 4 all over Fuagary. Dally raticn of feod
far Jore acenslets of some fat, ons hundrel grams of bdread with nothiag
else, and no Jew ie allawpd to retain in eicess of 3000 pengoss. Travsl
by rail is forbldden to aX1 Jews. Junlsh salleipsl znd govermmenti offlgisle
have all been dlsmisesd umd tht Gnutap. sepervises the execution of all

This telegram’ aa& [ -:lmgr cf tihli-Vtr: taportnasv!unltlins ht!o¥\~ag
! i ¥ thi Treas cwrw
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ot the newa in the papers about Argentina, we calla__gl :

:gtri:ia:;mg:f:oykin, membsr of the WJC vt present in Hontgviq‘.o. who
informed us that thes present news 1s exaggerated and that he 4°°f not _
conaidar the situation dangerous. Nevertheless, the Argentine Ambaasadar,l‘
in Washingtnn was approached by & delegation of the World Jewish :
Congress. He declared that the news is oxaggarated and that the
" Argentine Government is unfavorably disposed to antisBmitiem, Algo '
Rr. Duggan of the Latin~dmerican Department of the State Depa;tnent;Jﬁ
confirms the information that nothing in particular has heaypened ip-— .
Arkentina for the moment, . S S

—— e - - - P . e S T I T - he

Br. subordtz«l Lod an dntexview with o delog 38 of ths ¥in b
. left for Tstandul, giving Lim addresce: e ptqgif % sgntzel in
~oréek, “amanian aad Pungurisn ancergrouad. ' S o

¥ By pmmion
4.

Ly, Eariukower'tnrs:lci the meating thas ia the ln;iygahﬁhich e ro-

celved on Juns 7th from ths Polish Underground, we vars infermss aboud.

the follaewing four eveats, whick ocourred im Peland durimg the l:ost:
fow dnys: TR B : :

A} The amount of 520,007 transmitiesd by the Farld Jesssh Comgress
for uaderground sctivities in roland wus recaivad by the Je-iashk :
Eetionnl Tommittes In Tarsaw. e

%] The firat tyaneporta of ubgarian Jews, d.)irtad to ?oland; )
bsvs slresdy arrived there auni wape sent iamodingaly to sxtermin.tidm
CB&DI. ) R

e) Prom ?t}n.lu the fieat irznspart of 7000 }iwl arrived at the
feaous extermipation camp ia Cawiecim, S

- d) Agoarding to ASwy regeived by the ‘olish Uovernasnt in London,
reopls who are Lu Oawlesis are belng Iorgei, before vaing extermin. -
ated, o writs lettera to their relatives, isfomming thes thet they
are all right. snhould suah lettera aApue.r, either ia 7oland itaels oy
.outslie of Pelsad, in the meay futare, o ars waysed by ihe Foliakh
doverament to know ths raeal ueaning of such iafemmation.

iid of the T3CA. 70y, Beffaam will try to visit ke Jevs §n conasndra-
tion camps in Suagary. ' - : '

Br. Xubowiiski had several diceusslons with Dr; lt£fIni. Tay Friscnerst

Sur Comzlttse in stoskholm, headed hy Chis? Rabpl Bhrenpreis, hus ap-
plisd for §50,000 from the ¥AB for roscue wvork, ead thdy aszt us to
regownend this applisatien. This was done, aud wpen the reguest of the
¥YRE, the Gffics CommitSes deacidod thet the World Jewish Congress wuld

allacate the ameuns of $10,000 o this sum.

1) eur request for pepmission o wad clotking to Italdy 2} to ssad a
rapras ntative of the WJC there . %) to have s letter sent to the
Jewish community in Italy through the AMS.

¥r. James ¥, Wise had & eeaversatioa with the ANO on the foellowing petnte:




?

The AlG ixformed us that these matters belemg to the Intersatiomaml
Soumities for Gefugess which hoy & man there nlresdy. A: for peias 1
ond ‘polng '3, ws have $8 contadt the nev Amerigsn Commities for Iéalian
Lelisf Ine. of whioh Foscanini is president. iteps have bhaen taken
aveordingly. : _

(Dr. ¥ise and Dy, Goldmaan eav Kyron ¢. Tayler hefews he left ror

PO PErsanaslly conserning
brosdoast ~ wurnings to the huagarian peagpls. "o saggegtad that
2is apperl be wupperted by Catholto ﬂdtmum- cORRMTY.

By, Tayler will further rscommend te ¥erchinie .that 4 man recommendsd
ty the Yorld Jeriuh Congreses te dnoluded in {hs Amsriesn Oomniidtes
for Itelinz felisf Ine., evnd he will writs a Zafter to the Stcte
Deparsuent recomaending that they asent sa IT4alian-Jewisk leadern

- Fecommendsd by the terld Jewish Congress, te Iealy.

Corro'-poudlng' steps te contagt dhe Gathol.j,gm tn thia

eountry, veres starged.

Fefore kr. James kacDonald ges» to spain ﬁ-:ﬁjroﬁatst'lro of the
YRE, hs will be visited ty & zepresentztivas of $he TJC.

e the situatlion ef the Jows in Finland, ve wefe infermed that the
F¥HB has asced the dmerigan represeatative Lm Finland and its re-
prespntative iz 3Ztoekhalm to make pll ATTFaSgendate for Lhe eveansnal
svacuation of Fianish Jowsy, ' ST ' o

A repert of our Dspartasat fer kelisf t¢ Russis shows that up te
June 138, tke Yorld Jevisk Cencress sooumnlafsd the ameunt of abont
$80,000 fer paresis. Appreximately 204 of this eua sas woversd by
the Relisf Funds of Vb terld Jeulsh Congress itself, fer parcels

- for formner leadsra of Jewish 1life in PFeland, ¥he Baltis 3tates, and

Fesuarably; imcag them, radbis, teaghers, Ivaders of communitieg, ets.
A11 of there perssas dave 20 relatives or friwmds hers who could take
gars af thesm, ' : _

As to our ssrvise of traciag by cable refugses ir the U558 through the
fagilities of the effice of (he Jewish Commanity 4s Nescow, we trams-
forred over 2300 sash inquiries, and received adent 158 anavers.

¥s alse sucdesdsd ia accammlnting over 30,000 aames of refugess of

Yagious countiries.
By publishing the sames in Lse papsrs here, aad ¥y mailing stemeiled
11243 ts the dranahes of the Yorld Jerish Cemgrees evsrywhere in
eountriss whorsver pessible, we smccsedsd 1n contacting thousaunds ef
relatives of the refugaes, (hus enadbling ths reusies of fanilies
which =sre bHroxen up due to ths war, :




LY CONFID

Summary ef the reports given by the Kxo'eutiﬂ Nembers of the
World Jewish Congress at the Office Committes Meetings during

the peried of June 15 = August 15th.

JUKE 15 « 30, 1944

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT

We are investigating possiblities ef sending a delegation of the
WIC to Russia. Interviewz in this reapect are taking place in
Washingten,

A memorandum conceraing the abelition of anti-Jewish Italian legis-
lation is submitied to the State Department and answer was received

that steps for the necessary investigation will befaken and we shall
be informed further.

Degisien was taken that, in principle, eur warieus ZEurepean Ropwressn-
tative Coomittees, arfilinted with the WiC, shall not submit

doosumsntis of peliticel character on post-war preblems befoTe handing
them over to Lr. rerlasweig, Head of the Political Department of the WJC.

Dr. Robinson, Director of the Institute of Jewish Affairs, announces
that four projects will be ready for publicatien, by September 19441
1) Jewish aspects of UNRRA
2) Var Crimes
3] Restoration of Jowish Rights
4) Restitution and Indsmnifioation.
Pgnding are three other projeeoss!
1} International Bill of Rights
2) Outlawing of Anti~3emitism
3} ZXZong-Range Neconstiruction
It was decided that these feur items should be agreed upon by the
Executive after they have been finished add then should be published.

The Institute will start & series ef new publications, the greatest
part of which will be ready for publication dbefore the Emprgency
Conference. ~

Report was given that at an Hxecutive kieeting of the World Jewish
Congress, which took place on June 22nd in the offices of the WJC,
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a4 statement by the VWorld Jewish Congress on the punishment of war
crimes was adopted. It wam unanimously decided that

1) the statement of policy will be submitted to the War Crimes
Commiseion in Ienden and to the Government comprising the Commissiens
and

2) the etatemant will be published after submission to the VWar
Crimes Commission, in the *Jewish Comment" and in the Jewish and
goneral preas, '

Copy of this statemant emclosed.

RESCUR

Reports were given on the instruetiens of the ¥ar Refugee Board to
thely Amrican Hepregentative in Finland for the poesible svacuation
of Finnish Jews. The sending of a special delegate of ahe World
Jevish Oengress to Sweden was felt t0 be not neeessary s Chief Rabdbi
Enrengreis, Executive member of the World Jewish Congress, is aeting
there as Chairman of owr Committee in Bteekhelm,

Ve had reperts that the Spanish Governmant is dealing rith the problam
of refugees in a satisfactory BANNer, with the refugees in Spain and
&lso as far as the situation on the border is cenocsrned.

Continuous cenversations are taking place of representatives of the
JC and representatives of the IRC, Poreign Economio Administration
and Var Refugee RBoard concerning food pareels to be sent to Jaws
detained in econcentration oamps. The attitude of the U.S. autherities
is a satisfastory one towards this miter., Negotiations are ceontinuing.

Concerning Hungary, the ','ropruonta.tivu of the WJC are in constant
aontact with the highest autherities of the State Department, War
Refugee Boaxd, ete.

The sending of clothing, food, etc. has been prepared for the refugess
in Eauritius, The World Jewish Congress is also working to facilitate
the immigration of the Mauritius refugees inte the varieus ecountries,

Upen the news of the extermination of 7000 Jews in Birkenau, it was
felt that something has to be dens to destrey the installations in
Oswiecinm and Birkemaw. Plaus to approach the Polish Government in
ordéy to have them instruect their underground for this purpose and
Varilgy other measures, were discussed. The Polish Ambassador agreed
t0 suliht our suggestions to Londen irmmediately; it was the same with
the Czeehoslovakian Gevernment. The War Refugoe Board was approached
concerning this subjact. :
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It wan desided to call a mase meeting of all Jewish organizations in
the United States to protest against the persecution of the Jews,
especially in Hungary. ?This meeting took plamee on July 3let under
the Chailymnship of Dr. Stephen 5. Wise, in the open in Xadisen
Square Park. 40 to0 50,000 Jews attended.

Mr. Rliyahu J)e‘bkhi. at gn-ont in Lisbon, has been invited to coms
to New York for a report and he agrees to it. Visa and transporta=-
tion facilities are being provided by the World Jewish Congress.

UNRRA. AND RELIRY

The questior of a candidate for UNRRA ie reconsidered. ‘Thers is &
Posmibility tha¢ Dr, Tartakewer will go to Londen some time im the fall,
after his returp from his trip to Seuth America and after his having

attended the session of the URRRA Couneil which will take place in
Montreal on September 15th,

A thorough discussion on post~way rslief took Place, taking inte
consideration our negotiations with URRRA, the organisation of a Union
of all Euﬂ{nn Relief Organizmtions under the auspioes of the WJC;
utilizing all post-war reliof agencies through our Buropean Jewish
Representative Committees and the establisiment of a department in
ordor ;: gnlto landsmannschaften which ars collecting funds fexr post-
WAT Tallef.

Interview with Governor lehman, Director of ths UNRRA concerning the
question of Jewish representation. Lehman ssid that this matter cannot
be deoided upon by him, but by the Council of UNRRA. However, every
UNRRA Commitiee cam invite agencies or persoms from whom they walsh
adviee. ~The Office Committes agrases to the astion taken by ouw
British Section concerning their applieation to the Committee on
Displaced Ferseons to have a Jowish representative appointed. ~ As

for the eatablishment of Jewish units to go to the liberated countries,
Ishman said that they are not accepted, as the principle of UNRRA is
t0 have strictily non-sectarisn groups. Jewish wnits can be ostablished
only by the Govermments concerned. - It is, therefore, decided to ank
our various Representative Committees to ask their repestive Govermments
t0 establish such units, the training of which would be the task of .
the World Jewish Congress. :

Conversation teek jlneo with Mr. Clarence nng,‘ Executive lDirector of
the Ceuncil of Voluntary Relief Agencies, congerning possible affilia-
tiom of the Relief Department of the WJC with this Council. As the
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WJC is not a national, but an international bady, proposals were
made to have a Council of Internathonal Relief Agensies established

in the U.3., which eculd then be joined by the WJC. Mr. King expres-

ssd his favorable attitude togards this proposals Suitabls for such

a Couneil of International Urganizations are, according to the WJC,
the following: IRC, YHCA, World Student Sexvice, Save the Children
(in Geneva), Jewish Agency fow Palestine and the World Jewish Congress.
This matter will be followed gy by the Congrass.

It is agrsed to establish courses for social workers together with
the New York School for Social Work. Before we g0 into this projeet,
UNRRA should be informed about it and should agree to it. Dr.
Tartakower is to conduct the neocsessary negotiiatioens,

The WJC, which through its various Committees has started to register
names of refugees, has already colleoted 50,000 names, PFunds shounld
be alloeated to this department in order te enlarge this worke. It

is felt that the political connections and varicus branches ¢f the
WJC all over the world put us in.& better position to gather names
whareas Other organizations would not have the means to obtain them.

Concerning the problem ¢f the Location Servies of the IRC, the World
Jawish Congress is offering its connections with ite Committees in
the variocus South AmePiecan countries, Canada, etc. This offer was
accepted. The same kind of cooperation shall be offered to UNRRA,

ARGANIZATION

Dr. Perlzweig, Mr. Zuckerman and Mrs. Avis Schulman have beean
appointsd to aet as ths World Jewish Congress members of the
Campaign Committes for the joint campalgn of the American and Vorld
Jowish Congress whieh will start in the fall of 1944. Rabbi ¥iller
will act as neutral for both Congresses.

Upon the suggestion of several members of the Buropean Representative
Committees, a meeting shall bs callesd in Cetober, commemorating the
¥iftieth Anniversary of the Ireyfus Affair, :

The Vaad Ieumi in Prleostine agrees to be represented on ths committes
preparing the Black Book together with the WJC and the Jewiah Writers,
and appoints ite representatives for this committes.

Mr. Arturo Wolfowits, president of the Central Jewish Committee in

i
&
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Mexico , on a visit in New York, brings the greetings of the Nexican
Jewish Yishuv and the assurance that the Zexican Jews are firmly
backing the World Jewish Congress, He digcussed the forthcoming
visit of Dr. Goldmamn and Mr. Zuckerman in Mexice and the plans for
the funderaising campsign in Hexice to start on August 13, 1944.

Dr. Berman fram CBile will wot as WJC representative to the First

ggntgrcu of the Peruvian Jews which will take place in Lima on July

¥r. Louis Splegler, of Washington, will work as oOne of our represen-
tatives in Washingten from July lst om. Mr, Splegler, a prominent _
nember 0f the Bay of Distriet of Columbia and the Uni ted Statas Suprems
Cour$, has a background of extensive Jowish commnal sotivities.

He is & member of the Executive Committee of the 2ionist Organization
of Americm, & member of the Board of Directors of the Jewish Community
Counecil and the Jewish Social Service Agancy ef Washingten and for

the last two years Mr, Spilegler has teen the washington counsel for
RIAS and representsd that organization in all its contacts with the
govermsent, primarily with the Board of lmmigration Appeals, Inter-
departzental Visa Review Committee, Viea Divisiom Dapartment of State,

Tumigeation and Eaturalisation Service, "ar Refugee Board, Foreilgn
Funis Cenirol,

JULY 1944

EOLITICAL DRZARTMENT

Upon news of the J+TsA« that in Hessarabia, the anti-Jewish laws are
23111 valid under Russian occupation, & letter was gent to Mr,
Oromyko, Russian Ambassador to the United States asking for an
explanation. Answer was received thai although fermally these decrees
wers not withdrawn, all anti-Jewish measures &re not in effact any moTe,

Ag on July 8th, the New York headquarters did mot yet have an answer
feom our British Seetion on cur statemsnt on Pumishment of Waxr Crimi-
nals to the War Crime Comaissionm, it was decided to weit another waek
befere submitting this memorandum to the State Depariment and to the
Ruesian Ambassador in the United States immediately.

It was decided to publish a book jumsdiately after the héstilities

_hAve ceawed, covering the activities of the World Jewish Cengrass

whieh could not Ye published during the war. Thie hook iz to be
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published in close collakoration with the Institute of Jewish Affairs,

A mesting of the Office Committes was devoted to a thorough discussion
of the present activities and future post-war sciivities of the wJC.

Discussion will be continugd after the return of the Exscutive members
from abropd,

Becauss of lack of time, Genera) DeGaulles could not recelve any
special delegation during his short stay in the United States. Dr.
Wise, Dr. Goldwann and Mr. Pierre Dreyfus, &s repressniative of the
Fronch Jewish Representative Coymittee, affiliated with the world
Jewish Congress, were invited to the general receptiom given by
DeOsulle on July 10th. Ur, Wise and Dr. Goldmenn did not atterd this
raception as bath were ocut of town,.

In @ letter of June 6th addresmed to the Iuxembourg Jewish Representa~-
tive Committee affiliated with the World Jewish Congress, “rime Minister
Dufong stated that Jews will be welcomsd back to Luxembourg. Thie refers
alao to the return of Jewish aliens former settled residents of luxem-
bourg and politiesl refugees or others who were authorized to stay a
limited time. This letter group will have to apply individually and

the Prime Ministsr assured us that theme epplications will be looked
upon favorably,

Anticipating an early end of the war, the luxembourg Goverment-in-

Exile has appointed & committee of ten to arrange the detalla of ra-

patriation of 211 refugeas. 3ix of the cormittise are Jews, four of

'ct“ are members of the Luxembourg delegation to the World Jewish
ngrese s

Agcording to advice received from the World Jewish Congress, the

people of occupied Holland, through & manifesto published in underground
newapapers and received by the Dutch Government-in-Exile in London,
declared that they are anxiously awaiting ths day when they can welcome
back the Jews of Holland,

The WJC received a letter from the State Department - Stettiniuse
concerning our memorandum on the punishmant of war eriminels, sub-
mitted to the State Department, in which he said: ' ‘

1) that Axis territories are included for punishment
2; date is set from 1932 on :
3) &s far as the guestion of Jewish representation in this
Committee ie concerned, the reply is not yet satisfactory, but it is
felt that onm ths whele, the Bnawer of the State Department to our
memorandum is not bad and gives us a very gocd opportunity for fur ther
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negotiations. A second memorandum on this subject is in pioparatieu.

It was decided to inferm our British Sectien by ecable to withdraw
their memorandum and to present ours &s the offieial memorandum of
the WJC, informing them at the same time that our memorandus was sub~
mitted to the U.3. Govermment and will de Bubmitted to the other
governments too} we are %0 inform our Hritish Segtiion that we are
publishing our memorandum now and that they should also publish i%.

Our British Seation was informed by cable concerning the suggeations
the WJC wants them to bring forth to the meeting of the Inter-Gevern-
mental Committes in London on August 15th.

It was decided to send delegates of the WJC to various liverated

areas who would contaet Jewieh communities On bshalf of the WIC. In
order to get facilities for our werious representatives, Dr. Goldmamn
discussed thie matter with Stettimius, Under-Secrelary of atate.

Dr. leon Kubowitzki shall be the first to go to Lisvem, K. Africa, ete.

here have been continuous negotiations with the WRB concerning the
exchange 0f Jewish detained for German nationale in foreign sountries,

In the course of regular interviews with the War Refugee Board, we
were informed that the diplomatic note suggasted by representatives
of the WIC on May 3lst ard in which the U.8. would request Hungary
to state her intentions with regard t8 Jews, was presented by the
Swiss to the Hungarian Foreign Offise on June 27th.

At the aama time, the World Jewish Congress, through its offices in
New York and Ceneva, has intervensd with the respsetive IRC officen,
interventions which were finslly successful in bringing the IRC to
act mocoxrding to our suggestions. '

Reports frem our British Section were Tecsived about the Pope's per-~
sonal appeal to Humgary, to whieh the Pope received an sncouraging
reply from the Ragsnte. '

he Apostolic Delegate in Londom wrote to the British Beotion of the
¥WJC "I have telegram from Holy See to say Holy ™ather has appealed
personally to Regsnt of Hungary on behalf your people and has been
asoured Regent will do all possible to help."®
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The Pope's intervention had also been sought by Nyrom Taylor whe
conveyed to him the deep scneerm of the Jewish commmnity of Ameirea
regarding the fate of the remaining Jews in Hungary. Mr, Taylor
conferred with Dr. Stephsn 3. Wise and Dr. Nahum Goldmann represen=-
ting the World Jewish Congress, prior to his departure for Rome.

The Intermational Transport Workers Federation is broadcasting &
special appsal to &1l Hungarian railway men to refuse %0 operate
deporiation trains, according to the report of eur British Section.

The WRB informed the WJC that it had induced the State Department to
consider a change in its poliey with regard to issuing visas to peopls
in oscupied Burepe. A procedure will be adopted whereby Germany will
be informed that certain categories of pecpls living iy oecuplied
Burcpe will receives a visa the moment they entsr & neutral countxy
and Gernany will be requeated to permit them to procede to such
countl;iol. The people to which this new procedurs will apply are
name 1y $ !
1) a.lwi parent, spouse or child of American zitizen or residemd
ons} _
2) ell persons to whom immigration visas were issued after
J\fxlyil-t, 1941 and whose visas expired because of lapss
of tims. :

Vo were informed thag the Joint Committee of British and Ameriean
Bleckade authorities has agreed to allocate 100,000 food parcels a
month for a period of thres months, for the Ju{-h detainees in
occupled Europe on conditions vhich are now being discussed by the
IRC and the German govermment.

The WAB informed ws that it has taken up the old idea of the WJC to
have the Jewiah detainses recognized as civilian interneen; the Swias
govermment and the Vatican are now workimg om it and they finally
succeeded in putting this through as far as the Hungarian Jewish

. detainses in camps are concernad.

We are constantly concerned about the fate of the Jews in Camp Vittel.
Considerable fumds for rescue were, under the license we received,
tranmnitted to 3geckholn and Geneva,

An agreement was reached in Liebon between representatives of the

JBC, Jewish Agency and the WJC at Liebon for the establishment of a
Rescue Committee. All work in the peninsula will, henceforth, be

done by this combined Committee. Mr. Mann, who together with Ir.
Dexter of the WRB were present as intermediaries and observers, brought
back with him to the U.3. this agreement, copy of which was handed

Over 10 the WJC.
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URREA ARD RELIEF
It is reported that UBRRA is praparing a modification %o its constitu-
tion whereby among othera, it would be able to give help to Jews in
snemy countries. UMNRRA, for the tims being, will work only in the

Baltic countries; all relief work in the othey countries will be done
by their respective govermentas.

The World Jewish Congresz, in connection with the registration of
property of Jews in ¢seupied countries, has started to register Poliah
property and haes appointed a specialist conneeted with the World Jewish
Congress to take charge of this worke.

Upon the suggestion of the Chairman of the Administrative Coumittee of
the American Jewish Confersnce, = resolution should ba passed that the
Cenference together with the World Jewish Congrese and the Jewish
Agenoy for Falsstine take the initiative in investigating possivilities
for the establishment of a post-war Bank which would extend long term
lgaus for the resstilement and reconstruction of European Jewry.

CRGANIZATION

The date of the Bmergency Confarence of the WJC is fixed for Naim‘hc_r
1l¥1 t0. Be held in New York. All our affiliates shall be informed of
it by cable in order to have all viss matters arranged in enough tirme.

Dr. Ayieh Tartakower, member of the Executive and Head of the Relief
Yepartment of the World Jewish Congress, left on a trip to South
Amgrican countries at the end of July, with extended staye in Chile,
Eu} Urugeay, Braxil and Argentina. His visit is in response to an
inv ‘ntzn by the South American Congress branchas to assist the Jews
in theyse countries to organize for immediate rosque, relisf and popt-
VYAr rédubilitatien. He will maike an extensive report to thess Jewish
communi $ie¥® on the accomplishments of the WJC in thess fields, He is
expecisd o returm to the United Statea early in September in oxder teo

80 %0 Montreal on September 16th, when the UNRRA Couneil meeting will
take place thers. .

Dr. Falmm Goldmann and Mr. Baruch Zuckerman will leave August 12¢h

on an important mission for 2exico whers they will confer with important
officials of the Mexiean Uovernment and the leaders of the Jewish
Communitly in behalf of the World Jewish Congress. Messra. Goldmann

and Zuckermen will conduct several mestings and forums to inform the
Mexican Jewish Community of the possibilities of Tescue of Turopesn
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Jewry and the problem of reconstruction and rehabilitation of Jewish
life in Hurope &fter the war. Ur. Goldmann will conclude his Hexigam
visit in one weask while Mr. Zuckesrman will remain in Mexico until the
end of Auguste

AUQUST 1944

POLITICAL DREPARTMENT

Dre Goldmann, upon his retura from Mexico, reported that he consulted
with high officials of the Mexiean Govermuent and with leaders of the
Jewish community. Jenor Aleman, ¥inister of the Interior of Mexieo,
had given him the assurance "“that all refugees who came to Lsxiceo
with visas for the duration of the war will be permitted to etay in
Mexico as permanent residents of they so desire.® In view of the
fact that this problem has world-wide impliocations, the precedent
established by ¥exico is highly significant.

Dr. Geldmmnn was also received by the Foreign Yinister, Senox Padilla,
who declared that his govermment was in full support of the demands
for a Jewish Commonwealth in Falsstine and that the Mexican Government
would declare itself to that effect when the opportunity presents
i4self. Dr. CGoldmann was accompanied on his viasit to the Nexican
Govermuent offigials by Senor Fabela, Governor of the State of Mexico
and delegate from Mexico t0 the League of ¥ations,

HEBCUR

Confirmation that deportation of Hungarian Jews has been suspended

and that anti-Semitic activities in Bulgauria have been mitigated was
receivad by the wWorld Jewish Congresa from Chief Rabbi Marcus Ehrenmreis
of Sweden. The WJC learned that the Swedish King has been very active
&nd had used every method at his disposal te alleviate the auffering

of the Hungarian Jews. Cardinel Seredi of Hungary had sent a sharply
written pastoral latter to the entire Hungsrian elergy condemning the
anti~Jewish atrocities committed by the Hungarian uUovernment,

Rabbi Ehremprels asks for funds to facilitate the rescue of children
from Hungary and Rumanie with the ponsibvility of using Sweden or
Faleatine az a haven of rescue.

Heport on the discussion with the Yashingtom representativa of the IRC
on the question of the already-deported Jews of Hungary who, according
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to the Hungarian Government, have to be put at the disposal of Germany
for manpower. Upon sur reguest that the IRC shenld take cAre of thesne
pecple, the Tashington representative of the IRC promised to take

this matter up by cable with his headquarters in Genava.

A Tepart was given on negotiatiems with the IRC coneerning the sending
of food parcels in connection with the agreement by the Joint Blockade
Commission; report dy the WRB about the situstion in Hungary amd
concerning the efforts for facilities for the exodus of Jews of Hungary
by the Turkish Govermment. A report was givem on negotiations with

the %ashington repressntative of the IRC concerning exit permits for
3000 children who were admitted to Lisbon through the efforts of the
WJC representatived there and Mr. Dobkin.

On the vasis of a message from our Geneva office through the WRB eon=
cerning rfood parcels to be sent through the IRC, it iz decided that an
offieial letter be sent to Seeretary of State Hull, asking for revival
Ofdtéle Us3. offexr to put 4 million dollars at the diapoaal of the

Ke T'088.

A8 the status of all Jews deprived of their fresdom of movement in Hung
@Ary is now considered as that of civilian internees, the IEC has de-
cided to send to Hungary an important delegation of five to investigaie
the situation in these Hungarian camps.

A Rascue Actlions Committee has boen e stablished which consists of re-
presentatives of the WIC, American Jewish Confersnce, Amsrican Jewish
Committee, Yaad Hahatzalah and the Agudath Israel. The delgation of
the American Jewish Conference includesn representatives of the Jewish
dabor Cormittee and Hadassah, After thres metings, a delegation of
this Committee saw Mr. Pehle of the WRE about action to be taken cone
cerning Horthy's cffer, A memorandum will be submitted.

Heport was received on Fort Ontario, the “ffee port® in the U.S. whers
nearly a thousand refugees have just arrived from Xurope. Dr. Wise
and one representative of the ¥JC already visited this camp and next
week, a delegation of the WJC together with Teprespntatives of the
German, Jugoslav, Austrian and I'olish Committess will visit the comp,
in order to get Tirst-hand reports,
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Ootober 11, 1944

MEMO«

TO: Members of the Office Comuittee of the WJC
FROM: Dr, Schirn

At the request of the Philadelphia Council of the American
Jewish Congreas, I addressed a joint meetirg of their
Executive end Administrative Committees on Sunday, October
lat. I apoke about the situation of the Jews in the various
European countries and -of the efforts of the WJIC in the fields
of rehabilitation, reconstruction and restitution of Jewish
Iightsa .

At the end of my addreas, I had to ansewer a great number of
Queestlons pertaining to the work of the WjC, The President
of the Philadelphia Council of the AJC, Mr, Joseph Ominsky
{who hae just been appointed Special Assiatant to Attorney
-General Biddle) annourced that a Special Committee on World
Jewish Affairs would be set up by the Philadelphia Council
and that this committee should conaider a3 its major task

the gathering of as much information as possible ragarding
the work of the WJC and making this information available in
the form of a news digest or an informstion bulletin on world
Jewish affairs, This news bulletin ehould be sent to a caertain
number cf Jewiah community ieaders and to other influential
personalitiss in Philadelphia.

You know that the idea of such a apecial aomxittes 1a not a
new one. At the initiative of Dr, Kuhowitzki, the Chiocagec
Division of the AJC has established a WJC Committee, the chair-
men of which is Mr, Max A, Kcpestein, Thias committez i3 pube..
lishing a printed news bullstin called "Hewa Flashzs and
Reports® and ssven isauea of this bulletin have already been
published and sent out, The mailing list of this publication
ocnsiste of approximately 1500 comxunity leaders and important
key wmen in the Chicage regicn.



Shert Summary of Activitises of the World Jewish Congress dufing'the

period of Qcteber lst te Octeber 3| as reperted at Office Committee
meotings

RESCUE

Information was received from the Wer Refugee Beard in connection with
the situation in the cencentratiesn camps and that ¢f the Jews in
Budapest and Theresiengtadt. s

Concentration camps -~ Mr. Kepustin, Ceunseller at the Russian
Embassy, promised te submit again te Moscew sur suggestion regarding
the use of Hussian paratroepers, vhich they had alreedy transmitted
after Dr, Goldmann'e talk with Gremyko. We wef¥e also informed that
General Wilson had already been informed of thls prepesal.

The WRE is also trying te get a Jelnt warning issued by General Eigen-
hower and the Russian Cemmander. Mr, Kapustin premised te suppert

Dr. EKubowltzki's suggestien that the Yerman Free Cemmittee in Moscéw
1ssue a statement cendemning the anti-Jewish crimes and threatening
retridbutien. The pessibility was alse discuased,of'onlisting the pro-
tection of the fereign workers feor the inmates ef the cCaAmpSs,

Budapest Jews - we were informed by the Wﬂiﬁthat recent information
confirmed the report we had received from the Apestelic Delegate.
Mr. EKapustin promised te suppert Dr, Kubowitzki's puggestion of a

varning te be issued by the Seviet Cemmander of the armies entering
Hungery. : h

Theresienstadt - the WRB informed us that the Yatican had tried to
get Infermation cencerming a number of Jews, but wher the German ascer-
talned that they were Jews, they refused the information.

The World Jewish Cengress received a cable frem Prefesaor Marcue Ehren-
prels, Chief Rabbi of Sweden and member of the Bxecutive sf the Werla
Jewish Congress, inferming us that despite the efferts of tk Gestape

to frustrate the attempts ef Hungarien officials te enable Jews to
reach neutral lands, rescue of Jews wes successful te a certain extent.

Secretary of State Cordell Hull, in respemse te a telegram sent by

Dr. Stephen Wise te the State Depar tment, nrging thet the U. S. Govern-
ment use their good effices in influencing actian en the part of the
Eungarian Gevernment in behalf eof the Jews, answered in part:

"The Governments of the United Kingdem and the U. 5. are persisting
in their endeaver threugh neutral sources to secure the releage of
Jews from Hungary. The War Refugee Board and the State Department
are continuing te press the matter with every pessible vigor,h

The 8Swedish Government has granted the Congress Sectien in Steckholm
permisgion te dbuy and ship 20,000 feed rarcels te Jewkeh internees in
Bergenbelsen and ether camps, and we are asked te intervene in Washing-
ton for the delivery of navicerts. This matter wegs dissuesed with the
WRB and feverabls actien en the Part of the State Department and the
Ferelgn Econemic Administration was anticlpated.

Reports in the first week of October sald that there had been ne large
deportations in Hungary recently. The WEB learned sheut raids on

RETURN To
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sm&ller concentration camps and that there are gtill concentration
camps in the Hungarian previnces, at least 9 Jewish Hungarian cen-
céntration camps, The intention of the Hungariaen Geverament to remove
the Jews of Budapest te previnclal eamps, through which measure they
presended te pretect the Jews ef Budapest, gave rise to the anxiety
of which we last learnsd.

¥r., Brenpan, the Irish Minister was appreached with reference ta
whether the Irish would de the same as the Swedish, to which Brennan
replied that there were possibilities but that they have ne diplometic
representative in Hungary. However, he suggested that we cable to
Briscee, Jewish member of Parliazment and alee to ask some of our People
in lLondon to go to Dublin.

Situation of the Jews in Slovakis ~ the Jews ef two cencentration
camps have been released by forae through the partisans, but the

situnation of the other Jews is very disturbing. The WEB is working
with the Vatican on this matter. ’

Discussions were held with the WRB concerning the scheme to send 300,000
foed parcels to the accupled territories (concentration camps) .

15,000 wers already sent and 185,000 will be ready by October 265th, dut
Jews will get very few of them, since the IRC did not follew our sug-
gestions with reference to the chelce of canps te which they are to

séend these packages. The IRC says that they cannot send food te the
camps in Upper Silesia (Oswiecin, Birkenau, etec. ) as they have no
guarantee that the internees will receive them. The IRC still has no
delegatieon in Slovakia. They are sending foed te Bergenbelsen te certain
categories of people there (category #a). The IRC has received re-
coeipts from internees at Bergenbelsen and many frem Terezin,

A group of 1000 Jugeslav Jewe in the Tepusko region, eccupied by the
Jugeslav partisans, which place is constantly being attacked by the

Germans, want to be removed. Steps were taken to appreach the proper
autherities,

Camp Vittel - it seems that the 163 inmates of VYittel are saved in
France. Phese people had been sent to tke camps Drancy and Complegne
and 1t seems that they were never deported frem there. The State
Department has requested that its representatives in France lt them
have the latest reperts abeut these campe,

Concerning bombing of extermination installatiens in various concen-
tration camps, the Pelish Gevernment has agailn appreached the British
and Amerjican Gevernments.

Lithuania - according to latest reports, the rescue of Lithuanian
Jews has net succeeded, but 1t seemg that a large number of Jews
succeeded in fleeing to the Russians and others are in hiding.

Information waes received via Switzerland about the recent news cen-
cérning the concentration camps of Oswiecim, Birkenau &and Hoss, It
38eme that an order had ceme through that these camps should be wiped
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~out. A new warning was sent on October 7th to Sweden and Switzerliand
for further transmiseion,

In the matter of bembing the installations in the concentration
camps, a telegrem was agaln sent to the Russian Embasey. The British
and U. 5. authorities will also have to bs approached.

A messags from our Geneva office threugh the WRB was recelved, telling
us thet a repatriation unit has been organized in Switzerland for
Dutckh subjects who have been dperted. They alse suggest contacting

the Sevlet autnorities for permissloen te have special units formad

fer locating and aselsting deported Jews, follew asg clesely as pos-
sible the Russian treops in liberated areas, These unite would handle
the registration, medical aid, relief, social work and preparation

of transpertatien for repatriation .or emigratien of the deportees,

Request of the American Federction of Folish Jews te allocate & cer-
tain amount of money fer a relief action which the Federation has
undertaken in cennection with the Jews in the liberated areas of
Poland, was favorably decided upon. They hawe arranged to send kits
centdining food and medicine to the libersted areas through the
Russian War Relief. These parcels cost 4 dellars each.

At the end of October the WRE had no recent information on the
sltuation in Hungary., There have been suggestions of evacuations

down the Danube, fer which the Americans could net grant safe conduct
for military reasons. Dr. Kubowitzki suggested to the WREB that a warn-
ing be sent to the janitors of the buildings in Budapest, since

these janiters have seme kind of police mmthority in Hungary. He also
informed the WRB that the Irish Minister in Washingten had agreed te
the suggestion that Eire send & mission to Budapest with a view to
protecting the Jews. He regquested also the support of the U. §,.
Minister 1n Dublin as well as in other neutral capitals,

With regard to Slevakia - it appears that 3 to 4 thousand Jews were
geunded up in the night ef September 28, 29th ang broughﬂte the camp
of Sered and that 2000 out ef this camps'!s pepulatien of five to
seven theusand have been deperted. In a cable to Masaryk, we sug-
gested an exchange between Slevakian Jews and Slevakian Germans

held by the partisans. The remaining two-thirds of the Jews are
either in NMiding or with the Partisans. =

The scheme of the 93 tons of food te be sent to Jewish camps from
S8weden has been approved by all authorities concerned ana will begin
t0 Work. The YMCA will assume the responsibility that this feed is
distridbuted among the Jews in thege camps. Approval has alse been
granted for the sending of clothing to Bergenbelsen as well as ta
the Jews in the Tite region.

The World Jewish Congress has taken steps with the highest
authorities in connection with the situation in Hungary.
€17 RETURN TO
WwW. .. C.
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ORGANIZATION

The Jewish Board of Deputies of Johanneshurg appointed Dr. Ellen
Hellman, member of their Executive Council as observer to our
Emergency Conferssee.

The WJC Committee iIn Sweden wants to send two delegates to our

Conference on condition that visas and air priorities be secured
by us,. L

L Plenary Meeting of the Jewish Hepr(snnfativa Committees took
placs in which reports were rendered on UNRRA and Rescue matters.
Cver 100 representatives attended.

Information was received through an army man from our formsr
Bookkeeper in Paris that the World Jewish Congress offices in
Paris, 83 Avenune de la Grande Armee, were occupied by a French
Nazi organization, during the occupatien. Part of these premises
2t present and another part is occupied by refugees from Northern
France who will leave soon. Part of the furniture is saved.

After much deliberation on the gquestiom of whether the Conference
facllities we rented in New York would accommodate all the delegates
expected, it was decided to transfer .the Conference to the Hotel

St. Charles in Atlentic City, New Jersey,

The World Jewish Congress was informed that at an Inter-Scandina-
vian Jewish Congress held in Stockholm on QOctober 22nd, it was de-
fided to found a section of the World Jewish Congress. Professor
Mercus Ehrenpreis, rabbi and leader of bhe Mosaic congroegation in
Stockholm, who presided at the Congress, wxpressed deep thanks to
the King, Government and people of Sweden for the effective help
given defenseleses Jews in many countries. e also thanked Finland
for not yielding to Nazl pressure, but preserving the rights and
freedom of the Jewe in that country. Br. Ehrenpreis 15 member of
the Executive of the World Jewish Congress,

On the occasion of the recognition of the French Provisional
Government by the U, S. and Great Britain, the World Jewish

Congress send a cable of congratulations, slgned by Dr, Wise, to
General de Gaulle,

On October 23rd, the World Jewish Congress tendered a Dinner
Reception for the Yiddish press in order to make them familier
with the problems which will he dealt with at sur Conferennse.

It was decided to postpone the date of the Conference in Atlantic
City from November l2th to November 26th in order to enable some
of the delegates who were delayed by travel difficulties, to
arrive in time for the Canference.
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POLITICAL

Mr. Pierre Dreyfus, member of the French Jewish Representative Committes
of the World Jewish Congress brought to the attention of the Office
Committee, & notice in the I.J.P.S5. of October 6th reading: "The Prench
Provisional Government has instructed the Jewish consistories to draw
up and dubmit to the anthorities by December 3lst, o 1list of particu-
lars with regard to the demages suffered by Jews in France through the
perlod of Nazl occupation. This information will be included in the
reparations to be demanded from Germany by the French Government., The
Government specifies that the damages 1list to be drawn up by the Jewigh
conslstories 1s to &hclude demages and losses suffered in France by all
Jews regardless of their nationality." The French Jewish Hepresentative
Committee will take care of this matter.

Situation of the Jews in Morocco - the orld Jewish Congress has re-
ceived various documentation proving that undesrcover racial diserimina-
tlion continues to be applied by the French authorities in Moroscco,
especlally in the matter of food rationing. It is decided to investi-
gate whether there have been any changes in this situation, since

this information is about four months old.

At the reception arranged by Under-Secretary of State Stettinius on
Monday, October 16th with reference to the Dumbarton Oaks Conference,

Dr. Robinson represented the American and World Jewish Congress,

The Greek Jewish Representative Committee of the World Jewish Congress
called our attention to information glven by the Greek Refugee Socliety
in Tel Aviv with reference to Jewish collaborationists of Salonica. The
woret of them is now im Bari, Italy and has been releassed after having
been arrested. Witnesses of his crimes are available in the U. S, One

of them is in Fort Oatario, Oswego. It is decided to contact this person

at Oswego and try to find out from him what happened at Bari. We shal}
then act on this information.

The Greek Committee is also interested in a relief action for Greek
Jewry. The Groek Committes has organized a Greek Jewish Belief Socleties
meeting and i1t 1s propesed that the funds reisead by this group be
divided into three parts: a) for relief in Greece proper; b)for relief

of Greek Jews in Palestine; ¢) for the political activities of the
World Jewish Congress, '

The World Jewish Congress has received very interesting material from
the underground leadere in Poland. It is divided into three parts:
1) Treblinke; 2) Jewish Heroism in the Battle of Warsaw (Hesistance):
3) Poetry in Polish published in the Warsaw Ghetto. This material
will be published iz English and, if possible, before the Cenferencs.

A Planning Committee of the Werld Jewish Congress and the American
Jewish Conference was eestabliished and two meetings have already taken
place. At the first mesting, the situation of the Rumanian Jews was
discussed and various steps were considered and carried out., -The
Declaration of Human Rights, sent out by the 4merican Jewlsh Committes,

asking for signatures, was under conslderatfion by the Planning Committee
and sharply criticizead. '

Bt T T
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UNRHA

As a result of the Montreal Conference of UNRRA, it is felt that
in the future it will be more important to have our delegate
enabled to participate in the Standing Committee of UNRRA, as the
real work will be done there, than to have him appointed as per-
manent observer, as it was shown that without official observers
we may influence the decisions anyway. There may be & possibility
of having observers in the Standing Committee, as Dr, Tartakower
saw from his conversation with Sir Randall. This dlscussion is to
be continued, later alsc in London with out British Section.

INSTITUTE

The Institute of Jewish Affaire has prepared, for the War Emergency
Conference of the World Jewish Congress, studies on the situation
of the Jews the world over 1n a series entitled from WAR TO PEACE.
The individual books are titled:

Pindemnification and Reparations?" Ay ST
iThe Jewish Catastrophe® (Yiddish)

fiihe Jewish Refugeel

HRacial State?

L o AP -



WAR EMERGENCY CONFERENCE
WORLD JEWISH COMGRESS
ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY
NOVEMBFR 26-30, 1944

SUMMARY OF ADTDRESS
By DR, MAURICE L. PERIZWEIG, HEAD OF POLITICAL DHPARTMUNT
At the WAR TMIRGTNCY CONTERENCE OF THE WORLD JAWISH CONGRESS

The World Jewish Congrese was founded in 1936 on the doctrine of Collective
Security for the Jewish people, It was already then abundantly clear

that the defensive strategzy of the Jewish people eould no longer take

the form of a kind of political island~hopPing. An attack on the rizhts |
and status of the Jews in ope country meant an attack on the rights and

status of the Jews everywhore in the world, We told an unbelieving world i
that Hitlerism was a declaration of war on the Jewish DPeople everywhers,

and the first necessity of our defence was the mobilization of all our

resources in defence of our common interest. We rejected as pitifully |
inadequate and morally indefensible the methods of orivate enterprise,

either by individuals or by groups, in matters which were the concern

of the whole of the Jewish people.

The course of events during the past five tragic and bloody years has
unhappily Jjustified our worst foreboding. Wo one who is not blind to

the realities of the situation can any longer pretend that there is not

a distinctive Jewish problem in Burope. Nor is it poasible to conceive

of a solution of this problenm except on a continental basis. The extermin.
ation policy of the Axis governments has made the political frontiere
virtually irrelevant. In seeking a solution of the problem, the governments
will have to mct together and the Jewish communities of the world will

also have to act together. Just as an assault on Jewlsh rights in one
country is in the last analysis an assanlt on the rights of Jews everywhera
so the fallure of eny single government 4in surope to render full justice
and reparation to its Jewish {nhabitants will undermine the reconstruction
of Jewish rights in every libveraled country,

It is necessary to repeat again and agalp that liberty is indivisibdble.
It is indivisible for the Jews, and finally it is indivisible for all
mankind, The world cannot endure half slave and half free,

Believing firmly in this doctrine, the Comgress has sought constantly
since its foundatien to widen the area of Jewish unity. We have allowed
neither impatience with Jewish isolationism nor an excessive 1deoclozical
zeal to stand in the way of any arrangement which would lessen the number
of competing Jewish volces in the forum of public opinion.

Shortly after the outbreak of war, Dr. Nehum Goldmann and I opened conversa~
tions with important representative Jewish Yrodiee in Turope with a view

to establishing at least a Jjoint research body, whose scientific Inouiries
would produce the necessary material on which all important Jewish bodies
conld base the formulation of their Programs. We hoped that throuszh some
such device we would be able to bring together the Congrees and such
Jewish defence organizations as remained outside its ranks. UBuring a

visit to the United States in February 1940, Dr. Goldmann and I attended

& meeting with members of the American Jewish Committee and placed our
proposals before them, ‘informing them at the same time that thelr agreemsnt
would enable a number of important Turopean Jewish organizations to join

in a2 common enterprise. After we had returned to Turope, there came the
newe that the proposal had been rejected. It was rejected in principle,

It was not throuzh any failure on our vert that the Jewish peoovle faced

the unparalleled ordeals of the succeeding years in the knowledge that
there were Jowish leaders and organizations who preferred the dissidence

of dissent to the welfare of the Jewish people. We were compelled to

g0 On cur vay alone and we established the Institute of Jewlsh Affairs,
which we had boped would become the symbel of a growing Jewish unity undser.
the auspices of the longress movement alone, but we never ceased fram

the task of seeking to speed the arrival of Jewish unity, We established
ever closer relations with our constituent organizations and commnities,
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among which are the majority of the important repregentative Jewieh bodies
of the world, We establ ishel the Inter-American Jewish Council two years
820, throuzh which the commnitics of Latin Amerida were brought into
closer contact with one another and with the English speaking Jewrles

of North America. At the very moment when the enemy began to destroy -

by the most brutal methods the strength of ancient Turopsen Jewieh communi-
ties, we were secking to integrate the new commnities of the Western

world into the structure of world Jewry. We called in & new world to
redress the balance of the old,

Today the Concress is stronger than ever. The response to our invitation

to the War Emergency Conference has surpassed all our ecxpectations.

Jews have come in response to our call from nearly thirty countries in

all parts of the earth. Their coming in the teeth of the enormous Aifficyle
ties of war transportatign demonstrates the vitality of the Conzress
movement. And this by no means completes the story. There are others,

who mould have come if the difficulties nad not proved too great, and

vho have sent us words of encouragement, communities as diverse in character
and experience as Sweden and Spanlsh Morocco, as Switzerland and Bulgaria.

Mereover the Congress has a frienily and cooperative relaticnehip with two
lmportant local Jewish bodies. In London, the British $aection of the
Conzress has an understanding with the Board of Deputies to which the
post-war program of the Board is, a8 its president has acknowledzed,
deeply indebted. 1In this country, we have & formal agreement with the
American Jewish Conference, which insures the close cooperation of our

tvo bodies in every important agpect of their common program. We welcome
also to the Conference veplesontatives of the vigorous Jewry of South
Africa,

Only the great Jewry of Soviet Russia remains unrepresented in this cooper-
ative effort, which now emtraces the vagt majority of the Jewish neople.
But in this rezard also we have good reason for hope, and the World Jewish
Congress has been in a Position to tnitiate a development which may have
far-reaching conseqguences for the Jewish People, We are in constant and
friendly cerrespondience with important Jewish bodies in Soviet Ruseia,

ani our frank objective is to Pave the way for the re~entrance of the

Jews of Russia into the organized structure of World Jewry. I Ao not
1esire to under-rate the real 1ifficulties, which, bhowever, are not created
by 11l-will on either side, but are the results of the 2ulf which the
events of a quarter of a century hat created between Russia and the rest

of the world. It is our avowed purvose to throw a bridge across that

gulf., It will not be easy t0 buill that bridge, if 1t 1s to be Strong
enguch to bear the heavy traffic which we nope w 11 move across it in

the not too Aistent future; but the work of building has begun, and I

am entitled to say that the work is being jdore from both ends with an .
equal desire that it shall be completed as soon as possible.

In the meantime, we have already begun to work on 2 common Project with
the Moscow Jewish anti-Pascist Committee, in .which we have the support

of important Jewish organizations in both Pelestine and the Diaspora,
Thus we are already in organized contact with Russian Jewry., I can risk.
Rayiog that this marks not only an important step forward btut may prove
to pe & turning point 1in our history.

If it is important for the Jewish world to achleve unify, it is scarcely
less impor tant from the point of wiew of the governments which will have
to deal with the problems of Post-war reconstruction.

The Congress has been able to establish friendly relations with virtually
every civilized zovernment throughout the world. It has never had the
Slightest difflculty in doing so. The zovernments have welcomed the views
of representatives of a body which can clalm to speak on behalf of so many
commnities and organizations. Statesmen are increasingly and properly
impatient with a situation which imposes upon them the necessity of choosing
among conflicting Jewish representations, and it is an obvious service

to enable them to hear from one organization what the will .ana purpose ig

of the Jewish veople as a whole in regard to any matter of world policy
which is of special Jewlsh interest., ¥o non-Jewish statesman can be expacted
to understand whylit is possidle for an American or British Jewish organiza-
tion to intervene with a foreign government on tehalf of another Jewlsh
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population, but impossible to do so in organized consultation with that
porulation. It is difficult enough for Jews to understand Jewish
isolationism~-for non~Jews it is quite impossible to understand it.
Accordingly, the representatives of the World Jewigh Congress have every-
where been received with friemily understanding, often with important
results for the Jewish people. .

We have not claimed to represent all the Jews. But we have never concealed
our home that the day will come when we shall represent all the Jews,

In the meantime, we have claimed the right to speak on behalf of a larger
end more broadly based constituency than eny other Jewieh organization

in the Diaspora, and we know that we volce the will of the overwhelming
majority of the Jewish neople, :

It 1s obvious that this War Emergency Conference, the first assembly of
its kind ever to be held in the Western Hemisphere, and the first inter-
national Jewish conference ever held in time of war, could not have taken
Place but for the zood will ang Ccooperation of many governments. I desire
varticularly to express our warm appreciation to the State Tepartment of
the United States, and to the Acting Secretary of State, the Hon. Bdward
R. Stettinius, without whose sympathetic interest it would not have been
possible to summon this conference. We are easpecially szrateful to the
Visa Tivision of the Department, which under the leadership of the Hon,
Howard K. Travers, has been tireless in its efforts to facilitate the
movement of delegates from &ll parts of the world. Similarly we are
deeply indebted to the British Foreign Office and the British Foreign
Secretary, the Rt. Hon. Anthony ¥den, whose personal interest has secured
invaluable help in various directiomns. Not only did the B®ritish Toreign
O°fice facilitate the departure of the lergest unofficial delezation

to leave Britaln since the beginning of the sreient war, Wt officisals

of the Woreign Office ani of the British Embtassy in Washington have been
at peins to facilitate the movement of some of our most lmwortant delega~
tions. The representative quality of this conference in difficult wer—
time conditions owes mach to the good~will of the British and American
governments.

WX % % % 3 N
II

During the war years the political activity of the Congress can be summa~
rized under four headings,

1. 'The Har Effort

¥%e informed the British and French governments immediately on the outbresk
of the war that the World Jewish Congress was prepared to place at their
disposal all its machinery, personnel, and connections. Thereafter the
first purpose of the Congress was to mobllize and to contribute the maximum
Jewish strength to the task of defeating the Axis ageressore. We recognized
from the beginninz, and recognize still, that this is the first Pre-roqui-
site for a new and democratic world order upon vhich all our hopes depend,

We took this stand when the greater part of the world was neutral, and

we took it without hesitation, It resulted in important work not only

in England and france tut throughout the world. Qur contritution in the
fields of economic angd psychological warfare will one dey make an interest-
irng story,

It is pertinent to recall that in June 1940, when the fortunes of democracy
seemed to be at their lowest, the Americen Jewish Congress took the occasion
to give public support to the cause of the Allies. That was followed by

a special Jewish effort on behalf of British War Relief, which in tum

was succeedel by the establishment of an Untted Jerish war effort, which
wmobilized help for Russia as woell as the other United ¥ations. The American

Jewish Congress was arong the first to accord suvport to the Free French
movement, -

Fhat was done in the United States was duplicated in one form or another
under Congress direction or inspiration throughout the world, Before-
Pearl Harbor, there was, for example, no considerable Jewish commnity
enywhere in the Western Hemisphere which haa not made 1ts contritution,
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In the fields of economlcs, propeganda, war relief and assistance to
underground movements, the Congress movement wade & contritution about
which it has every reason.to feel satisfaction.

2. Rescue Activities

The Congress has from the very bezinning been in the forefront of the polit—~
ical activity for the rescue of the Jews in Hitler-iominated Burope.

The extermination policy of Hitler has tregically demonstrated the truth

of the doctrine that the fate of the Jewish massas depends less on charity
then on political action. What the Congress has done and attemptel to

do in this direction is told in detail elsewhere, But here I may point
simply to the following incidents as indicative of the sPecial value

of the world-wide organization which the Congress has built up,

It was through the Congress, and its connections reaching deep from our
Swiss office into occupied Turope, that the governments andi the public
opinion of the world first recelved authentic information on the deliberate
purpose of the Wazis to destroy the Jewish people. It was after careful
scrutiny of the evidence submitted by our representatives in Furope that
the governments were first convinced that Hitler had decreed the extermina-
tion of the Jews.

It vas as & result of the action initiated ang pressed by the Turopean
office of the Congress in London, supported in Washington and New York,
that the United Nations issued the Declaration of December 17th, 13942
conieming the nolicy of the Axis in regard to the Jews and pledging that
the eriminals responeible for it would te brought to justice. This is
8till the only international document dealing solely with a Jewish problem,
and it must be clear that the cooperation of S0 'many governments could
only have been securcd by an organization in contact with all of them,

It was the Congress vhich first secured official consent and license

to do work In enemy territory under Allied supervision, This warked

a development of policy which made possible an immense expansion of relief
and rescue work on the part of “hilanthropic bodiea, ¥o Purely philanthrope-
ic body could of itself ever have achieved this vital chanze, which was

the result of conversations held by leading nmembers of the Conzress with
foremost statesmen of the democratic world,

It was the Conzress which first secure? the active political intervention
of neutral countries on behalf of Jews in peril. Hers, again, the task

was primarily political and not vhilanthropic, Our offices in New York,
London, Stockholm, Geneva, Lisbon, Buenos Aires and Mexico, working in

the closest consultation, were able to-engege the interest of neutral
governments. The Jewicsh people owes o deep debt »f zratitude to these
governments, especially to Sweden, Spain and Switzerland. They have all
admitted refugees without pavers in circums tances which would have denieqd
them admission to other countries. They have 4one mich more than that;
they have intervened on behalf of Jews who have been threatened with
exXtermination and in many hundreds of cases have given them the protection
of their own papers. The Spanish government has inetructed its represent-
atlves and consular offices to render every possible aesistance to Sephardic
Jews everywhere 1in Europe from Holland to Greece, and is now engaged in
Srying to eecure the evacuation of some 500 Jews belonging to "The - °
Rabbinicel College of Mir" now in Shanzthal,

4s recently as twelve days ago, the ropresentatives of Spain, Switzerland
anl Sweden held a meetinz under the pregidency of the Papal ¥Wuncio in
Bulapest in order to concert msasures for the protection of the unhappy
Jews in that capital-—g 8triking exemple of the need and value of interna-
tional action in Jewish affairs, We have been in the closest contact

with all pheses of this work from the beginning.

3. Anti-Semitism

In the midst of these activities we have never slackened in our war on
anti-Semitism in all it manifestations. ™o have fought it in the armies
of governments in exile; we have fought it in South American republics.
We have fought it in countries of oppression, and we have fought it--for
the truth mast be told--in countries of liberation, In this field also,
our experience has demonstrated the need for internationsl organlzations
anti-Semitism &as become a powerful world-wide movement which hasg been
used by great governments as an instrument of political eXpansiony

-
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Hor eshould it be forgotten that time and sgain the Conszress has ceme to
the ald of emall and weak communities, who by themselves could never have
stood up t> the assault of the powerful forcee that have souzht te rob
thea of their rights,

4, Preparstione for Post-Far Reconstruction

In the Institute of Jewish Affairs, the Congress has assembled a body

of scholars from many countries which is now universally acknowledeed to
be the best exlsting organization of its kind. These scholars brineg to
their task not only greet learning tut a practical experience of Jewish
life and political activity. Amonz them are some of the foremost anthori-
ties in the fields of knowledze which they heve mastered,

And they have at their disposal what is probadly the larzest and best
collection of first—hand material on contemporary Jewish history. They
have followed closely the course of events in every Jewish comminity juring
the past four years, and their information is based on material suppl ied

by governmental agencies, on otherwise inaccessidle periodical literature
and documentation from Jewlsh commnitics under Axis domination, and on
what is now a formidable collection of first-hand material obtained throuszh
underzround channels.

The published work of the Institute, which covers a wide range of Jewish
topics, has more than justified the faith of the Congress in its leaders.
These men have not only supplied the Congress with the indispensable basis
of information upon which its political activities are founded, tut we
are proud to think that it has been of help to other Jewish organizations
and to governmental agencies in this country and abroad,

The volicy which we have formilated on the basis of the findinze of the
Institute of Jewish Affairs, and which is being submitted to this
Conference will guide our political activity in the months and years

which lie ahead. The core of this policy is what we have come to call

the four R's of Jewish Yeconstruction--Rellef, Restitution, Rehabilitation
and Retritumtion.

It is, of course, true that every subjected population has suffered at

the hands of Axis oppressors, and that it will bear the marks of suffering
for years to com. The Jewish population, however, has not only had to
tear 1%s full share of this general suffering, but has in addition been
sudjected to privations and oppressions peculiarly its own. Moreover,

it is the only population in Furope which has been deomed to total extermis
nation. The result has been the emerszence of a distinctive Problem, which
cannot adequately be dealt with by the methods which can be expected to
establish reasonably normal conditions for other vopalations.

The Jews have suffered more than others, and will be entitled to Bpeclal
measures of succor, some of a medical character, under the heading of
Relief. The Jews have been more thoroughly and ruthlessly despoiled than
others,and there will have to be special measures to ensure that there

is Just Restitution. There is also the vast and complicated problem of
the property of those who have died with their families and lcegal heir s,
Their groperty can justly be claimed for the work of Jewlsh rehabilitation.
Under the heading of Rehabilitation, it is for a score of reasons impossible
to conceive of a solution of the Jewish problem by means of repatriation,
the normal method for almost every other people. In the case of many
thousands of Jews, repatriation would mean a Second deportation.

The process of rehabilitation, however besgun, can only be fruitfully

and permanently completed in Palestine, Many of us, probably most of us,
are Zionists; tut it is not Zionism that makes this conclusion inevitable,
it is common sense. Zionism is not an answer to Hitlerism; it is the
affirmation of the Jewish people of their will to live as a people.

An essential part of the angwer to Hitlerism is Retribution. The criminsls
who were responsible for the monstrous crimes against the Jewish neople
mst be brought to justice. If thousands of criminals with innocent blood
on their hends are allowed to remain unpunished in Burope after the war,

it will be an encouragement and incitement to unscrupulous political adven-
turers to seek to march to power along the bloodstained vath of anti.
semitism,

All the demands of our policy are based upon the assumption that they
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will be fulfilled within the framework of & new international system which,
among other objectives, will seek, to quote the Dumbarton Oaks proposals,
"to promote respect for Mamen rizhts and fundamental freedoms®.

The path before us is difficult and strewn with meny obstacles. Nothing
can be more focolish than to suppose that the end of hostilities will
mean the end of anti-Semitism, The eneny has everywhere planted the
seed of his own doctrine, and we must face the harsh reality that this

- geed will inevitably bear bitter fruit. Moreover, the enemy in occupied
countries wae everywhere at pains to build up large bodies of people

who were the beneficiaries of the policy of expropriation., These people
have already begun to organiZe themselves into groups to protect their
hold on Jewish homes and property. It is already certain that in the
social struggle which will follow the cessation of the war in Farope,
anti-Semitism, relnforced by powerful vested interests, will be an impor-
tant factor.

This situation can be. dealt with only by international action. Any con~-
certed and sustained attempt to cope with this problem mast contain four
elementsy first, a frank recognition by international authority that

a distinctive Jewish problem exists; secondly, the outlawry of organieed
anti-Semitism by international convention and national legislation; thirdly,
the establishment of a financial instrumentality with powers and resources
adequate to reconstruct Jewish 1life; fourthly, the full and unfettered
opportunity to reconstruct Jewish life in Palestine,

In the struggle to secure the adoption of such a program the Congress

is in a positlon of unique advantage. It can soveak both for Jews who have
been lately liberated and for Jews whose freedom has not been invaded.

It can unite in a common effort the Jews of the Buropean Resistance and
the Jews of Western Democracy. It can spesk to many governments in as
many volces, But these meny volces can by the processes of democracy

be persuaded to speak as one. Then we may hope that the Governments may
be persuaded to act as one,

MilP3arw
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This day, for the first time since the fateful day of

September first, 1839, Jews of many lands are met together, If it

were not for my Knowledge that immediately after my welcoming word we
are to have a fitting service in memory of our beloved and martyred
brothers and sisters , I would begin my salutation by proposing that
we rise together in sorrowful tribute to our martyred and immortal
dead. Their remembrance is our deepest sorrow and our most compell-
ing challenge. Nor shall we rest as ﬁews and as members of humanity
until we have done all that in us lies, not chiefly to express our
tribute to the dead, but over and above all in order to reach high
and united resolve with regard to the future of our great people,
Were we at this time to utter our grief, our truly immedicable woe,
wailing and lamentation would be the form that remembrance would
take.. We feel, however, that we can best do honor to our martyred
dead not by protest against injustice, but by plea translating itself
into unwithstandable demand that never again shall the Jewish‘people
be sacrificed upon the altar of those forces in the world which are
resolved to crush freemen and freedom everywhere,

We do not represent the entire Jewish world, For the
laréest number of the Jews of Central and Eastern Europe (this side
of the Soviet Union) we may not speak, for these are dead. Millions
of unarmed brothers and sisters, from infancy to o0ld age, have died
because they were Jews, because a group of debased and degenerate
madmen had resolved to over-rule the free peoples and nations of
earth, and because the free nations of earth resisted not the

madmen until it was too late!
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Proudly and rejoicihgly we welcome the delegates from
many lands. We welcome our brother Jews from England and all
English-speaking lands, for these have been a part of the great
army of unafraid registers to the devouring and, for a time 1t
seemed, irresistible monster. We welcome our brotherJews from all
American lands, including the Dominion of Canada and all the Labtin~
Anerican countries -—- ten or more —- which are to have part as the
delegates to the War Emergency Conference., Eagerly we welcome
delezates from the liberated countries, above all from immortal
France and its North African lands -~ from Egypt, and above all from
Palestine, soon under God to be transformed into a free and democrat-
ic Jewish Commonvrealth, BRegretfully we note the absence of delegates
from the seccond largest Jewigh community of earth, that of the
Soviet Union. But messages of sympathy from Jews in the Soviet
Union have come to us, who constitute one of the most effective anti-
Fascist and Nazi-resisting forces in the mighty Scoviet Union,

For the saving of mankind, Russla not only held Hitler and Nazism
at bay for three years, but now is on the point of crushing to
earth the military which was to win for him rule over all mankind,

It has been deolared by unfriendly observers that many
of the delegates have not been chosen by the democratic process
which, in this country, is alien to their souls and most abhorrent
to their sight. We have only thig to anwer -- that in the circum-
stances of war it has not been possible for the Hitlechonquered
gountries, such ag Poland and Czechoslovakia, to choose their own
representatives to this War Emergency Conference., But surely it
is of deepest significance that the two Jewish members of the
National Councils of the Polish Republic and of Ozechoslovakia have
journeyed from lLondon, the seat of their war Governments, in order
to counsel with us, in order to have part in our deliberations. And
this great Assembly bids thrice welcome to the Jewish representative
of the Polish National Council, Dr. Schwarzbart, and to the Jewish
member of the Czechoslovakian National Council, Ernest Frischer,

Two things I would at onoe make clear. This is not a
relief conference. This is not a oherity conference. This confer-
ence is not called for consultation on the subjects of philanthropy.
We are met as fellow-Jews and as brothers in order that we may
take counsel together, not over our sorrow, our losces, cum limitless

tragedy, but over our common hopes ant cul Coxmisn Gederminabtion to



share our common fate as Jews. If the Jews of other lands were
our brothers before the overwhelming disaster which began not
September 1, 1939 but January 30, 1833 -~ if, I repeat, these were
our brothers before the moral chaos that has come to pass, they
are doubly and trebly our brothers now. Not because they need us,
not because we need them, but because in equal measure we need one
enother, and in the unity of our common faith and fate we are
indeflectibly resolved to go forward together to do what may be
donte in order to repsir impaired fortunes and broken lives, and
above all to plan as one among the peoples of earth for .a happier,
securer, above all freer, future for all Jews. The motto of the
world may be, "Ubi bene, ibi patria;" - the motto of the Jew is:
_"Ubi male, ibi patria -~ "My fatherlsnd is wherever my brothers
suffer wrong."

I thank God thzt victory is about to crown the glorious and
incomparable strength of the United Nations, I thank God that free
peoples are on the march, and that they cannot 2gain be halted, We,
who nearly thirty-five hundred years ago were the first of peoples
to pilgrim for freedom, are at the side of all free peoples, great
and small, sharing in the common lot and fecing & common future not
without high pride and loftiest hope!

Recently a volume has appeared entitled, "Justice for My
People”, 1In other days we thought of justice for my people as that
which could only be achleved through the favor or bounty of other
peoples. Too long we imagined that justice was something to be
gained from without rather than wrought in large part from within.
This War Emergency Conference of the World Jewish Congress is an
affirmation qf the deepening conviction of the Jewisgh people that
there will be no justice to the Jewish people in the shaping and
forging of which the Jewish people will not have its full and right-
full part. 4s a people we take counsel with the peoples of the
earth, and even as we desire that the fullest Justice be done to
every people of earth, we shall be satisfied with nothing less than
the fullest measure of justice to the people of Israel.

Since the founding of the Congress, and even before its
founding, I have felt, as its founder, by the side of Leo Motzkin
and Dr. Nahum Goldmann, my co~founders, that we are not %o limit
ourselves in our relation to our brother-Jews to the 5usiness of

supplying them with food and clothing and shelter. We are to feel
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with them and think with them and plan together with them for that
morrow on which once again they will become free and re-enfranchised
members of the huﬁan race, with their enslavement forever behind
them, The re-enfranchisement of the Jew! But such liberation of
the Jew can come only if the democracies succeed in beating vack
the invading hordeg of Nazism. Any other outcome of the war would
mean blackest night for civilization, for religion, for freedom,
and therefore for us Jews, Whatever be the seeming exactions of
neutrality, we Jews do not profess to be neutral as between democfaoy
and dictatorship, as between freedom and enslavement, as between re-
ligion ~- which is the worship of God the Father and the doing of
justice to bne‘s brother man —-— and that idolatry which is the
worship of man and the unjust enslavement of onets fellow man, We
were not morally neutral as between England and Germany, and any
Jew who professes to be neutral between the democracies and the
dictatorships is not loyal to democracy nor faithful to Israel,
Avoiding every act which violates the law of neutrality, our hearts,
our hopes, our prayers are with the democracies. Their fate is our
fate, our future is bound up with their future, The unimaginable
triumph of the dictatorehipe would mean the temporary eclipef of all
those values by which and for which the Jew hds lived, which the Jew
has done most to bring %o the enrichment and ennoblement of the
human race.

A word hag come into use in the language of the world as &
result of the most tragic of circumstances, a word which it is our
business to banish from the vocabulsry of civilized nations. That
word is "refugeec", That term "refugee" is in itself a reproach to
civilization. That reproach can and must be blotted out. It can
only be blotted out by the will of the peoples of earth, including
the Jewish people., Protest may not avail amidet the turmoil and
strain of war, but the day of peace will demand of us that we present
to them that are to shape the destiny of the human race after the
war, in such wise and temperate fashion as to make incontrovertibly
clear, that Jews cannot be permitted to become a great body of
refugees, that they heve human rights and cqual rights, and that a
world at peace can deny those rights to Jews in cvery land in which
they live, only if they are indifferent tg thé causes of cther and

still more terrible wars. A world which permitvts Jews tc be warred
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. updn by any nation will find itself at war everywhore.
. Dr. Beer-Hoffmann mde tHe penetrating observation "4ll peoples have
a history; Jews have 2 destiny." Tould it not be trusr to put it that we Jows
have a fato and that such fato 1s bound up with tho fato of the nations? wWhen
thot fate is ¢vil add bittor, it is not we Jews who communieate that evil fate
to thc nations, but the evil of nations results in unhappy fate for us. Thus
1t is mever Jows who are war-mongors, but the nationss. And whon wo are chargod
with war-mengoring, it is only becauso we are tho first or carliost victims of
war, avon war waged within a mation of thieh we aro a mrt as well as of war be-
tween nationse. Thon Jews aro permitted to live their lives as froc mon who know
Justice, them the moples and matioms are blossod. For the absoncoe of strifo a-
galnst and wor upon Jows is in itsclf tha tdkon of the highest status of the na-
tions among vhom and with whom the Jow livos. Pooplos hovwe thely history; wo
have a dostiny. Our destiny aftor centmrics and millonia of inJjustico and hurt
and wrong, to bo pionoers in suffering the worst and in heolping to achiwve the
bost for all menking.

From this Caferonsc, bofore it cdjourn, must como an affirmation which
shall risc to the lovel of tho rccont uttcranec of an cminont group of loadors
of the Roman Cathelic Church. Indccd in spirit we may subscribc to that whioh
thecso Diascsens of the dr Chureh have lald downg

"The intornatimal orgmization must never violate the rightful sov-

oroignty of notionss Sevorcisnty 1s o right which coms from the

Juridical rersmality of = nation md which the Intcemational or-

ganizotion must safogimrd ond deford.

"Howcver, notional soveroignty may not be intorrrotod os absolv-

ing o nation from its obligationg in tho intermational commumnity.
Horeoyer even vithin the Itate, nstiomel sovereignty is limited

% the innate ri-v;,lﬁxts of men ond foamiliess Since c¢ivil authority
5 not oontear insde JUA-3UVen rigHts it mBy ROt violionte Lhom, .

"The ideolosy of a nation in its intemal life is & concern of the
international community. To reject this rrinciple is tantamount
to maintaining thot the violation of the immaite rights of mowm in
aoountry by its own sovernment Yas no relation to world reace."

This is an uncancellatle truth. It is aly ancther way of saying vhat has
already been sald—tlmt a world vhich permits Jews to be warred upon by any
nation will find itself at war everywhere,

The problem of Palestine as the Jewish National Home will, I om sare,
be dealt with adequately by Dr. Goldmann, representatlve of the Jowish Agency,
formerly at Genevs, now i the United States, ond in addition tonight in the
terms of a8 mrivileged resolution, vhich will ocommond itself to the unanimous
support of the delegates. And yet, as o Zionist active in the Movement since
1897, the year of tle appearamnce of "Der Juionstat, I feel that I must offer

& dofinition of Zionism which I trust may meot with your approval,
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Zioniem meoans the reconst itubing of ths Jewish people as a people in
the Jewish Hmmsland. I hawo mly to add tkat it will comc to p2ss &s one of
the moral triuamphs of the global wer. The Eglish spcaking peoples, I am
conf ident, dosire it; the Soviet Union cantot fofil to give -1ts concurromno.

The failure to ostahlich the Jewish Palestine would mark the tragic foilure of
the global war. I venture %o rrophesy that th: froo md demoeratie Jowish Com-
monwcalth will become one of the abilding aschievaments of the glotlal war. 7The
Jow owes it to himpolf to insist upm a free ard demoeratic Jovish Natiomal
Horee The Christian world owes to the Jov reparation for all the centuries aof
wrong and hurt and humiliationw~roparation for the swful ad tragic Hitler
yearse Thet rotwm will be afforded the Jege The Jow has taken his full part
in the waging of the war ard in the winning of the war. The Jow hos beon the
oarl iest and the greatcst suffercer urdcr tho Hitler regimes A frec and domoe
eratic Jovish Commomwonlth moans rothing more than justice to the Jew, froo-
dom for the Jow, Jowdsh cquality, with all the free pcoplaos of carth.

Diffioult it is fo think of anythirg more rogrottablo, indecd lamentablo,
than the rocont assassinatim of Lord Moyne, tho £ amer Colonind Scerctary of
the British Governmmt cnl at the time of his death diplomatic agont of his
Govcrpmext in Cairo. Thore arc ssm emong us who awiled themselves of the
weasim in order to explain why soms crazed young people in Palostine should
be moved to rest thelr faith i the cfficaey of violchee e.von to the point of
ogsussinal ime Tho truth is thot wint muast row be done is to mt an ond at ay
aml every cost to that terrorism which rreveils in Palestine. If sueh terror-
ism had the approval of the -po;_ulat im of Palostine, it might be difficult to
brnish It, tut it iss wokod aspersion upon tho honar axd integrity of tho
Jowish people even to insinuato that the terrorism has more tham & handful of
advocates and doferdcrs among the Jowi sh reoplc of Palestince The Jows of Pal-
estine bost know md kavwe given us reesonm to believe thoy fully urderstarnd that
Jowish terrorism, the policy ond the work of a homdfnl of misguidod youth, mus
be uprootcd ot omce This isno time for pilpulistic argummtati on about the
cznses of vielaces Tho "havlagsh", or high solf-rostraint to which tho Jowrl h
Population c.af Palestire rosc in the midst of the unprovoixpd Arsb disorders must
orce again become the rale and the discipline of the Yishub. The qucstion 1s
not whothor torrorism can ultimately provail. The fact is, if Jews are to be
worthy of their traditions, if Jows arc to ba equal to themselves ot thoir
highest, if the mra law is to mon something far the Jowish people, terror-
ism must go =nd a hondful of eonfusced dofenders of terror ism must not bo suf-

fered to stmd in the wgy of the cxtirpation of that whiech cmn bring no zdvan-

-
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tage in itself,. md, epart from ¢very political comscquence, 1s certain to
bring imfinlto oo to the soul of tho Jowvlsh peoplcs

Yezrs age, immedin tely after the Gonove Confarame,'l sgid, and I
omnot holp foelinz that my é cclaration with regard to tho Congross still
stmndse

"Tha ‘Jorld Jowdlsh Congress, Goneva, 1936, was, ond tho Jorld
Jovish Congruss that 15, arc umanccliable signs of the grow-
ing Jowish will to by morc than victims and morc than protes-
tentss e Jows, Gorlicst among solf-governing pcoples, are

resolved that wo shall nob eemtinus to adwre the inmjustics

whitihh has too long boan our lot in the midst of fear vhich is
tragic, in the midst of divisiveness which is no lass tragiec.

"The “hrld Jevish Cmgress as I conceive it is more thon a
tribune of ecascless protest agninst hurt amd wourd and
omtumely md outrage meted mt to Jows. It is o mogting
place for Jows os a peopls, whore Jows may toke counsel with
follow-Jcws, the parl iament of = reoplo on the ove of its ro-
making, a world fomm before which offerders, whether individ-
unls o mtions, wgainst the laovs of humon justlce and brothor- .
liness may be arraigmed in the sight and hearing of the world,
and apposl be mdo to tho emsciocrco of mankind, and above all
of Christondom, that cannct farover remain indifforcnt to in-
justice to & grcat and anciocnt people

nitove 2ll, the world Jowish Comgress isa council chamber in |
which Jows of mny lends, diverse in externsls, shall unite to |
renow oxd to fortify 211 thot was best mnd noblost in the life ‘
of their peoplc at its highost. Thus may wo yct witness o re- |
birth of tho Jcalsh people, leagued tozether and striving mighti- |
1y through tho unafroid exiresslom of the common gounsel of its

ethiznl ol spiritusl gonius on wehalf of timt world rightcous-

ness ard justieo which zlme con bring peace 0 Isrsel and to

211 mnking "

Only yustorday, upon the ove of tho cmwening of this assombly, I
reocived 2 lotter from a Jovd sh Chaplain im the American Army, who writes:
#1t 1s for the Wor Bxorgoacy Qonferense of the World Jowlsh
Congress 80 to speok md ast thot the lot of Hitlerts vie-

tims my b emoliorated and thweir falth in humanity maintained
by pwviding for thom ¢qual itics and opportunitlos for lifc,
litorty mnd the mrsuit of hoppiness In whatevor country they
my chmse to live, c¢specinlly inm Eretz Isrocl.®

The lettor cmds with the projer:

"Mey Fod grant you of the Jorld Jowish Congrcss the nccessary
strength aml cndow you with a divinely inspired vision to por-
form thosoe historic toglksi®

Whatovoar this 7ar Encrgoiey Qonfarenco of the world jowish Corngross
dms A1l bo d'cno in hnlf of an cotormel people by those smms and daughtors
who are rosolvod not to be uncqual to the task nor umrorthy of their sacred

hrd irmartal haritogo.
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DR. TISE'S REFLY TO DR. GOLDSTEIN'S LZSSAGE

P,

Before this meeting closes I wish to express my deep joy,ny
heartfelt satisfaction in the address to which we have just listened,
For once I followed Dr. Goldstein, All his life he has been fol-
lowing me., He followed me as Rabbi of the Bfnai Jeshurun Congregm-—
tion twenty-five years ago. He followed ne as the Fresident of
the Zionist Organization of America. I do not know anywhere else
where he will follow me. You are quite right,--lir, llember of Far-
liament, who says Dr. Goldstein has caught up with me at last, He
has not cought up with me, for with his youth and strength,he has
gone leagues ahead of me,

But, Dr. Goldstein, you will agree with me that we are alike
happy to say thnt the head of the B'nai Birith is o loyal menber
of the Zionist Orgenizntion of America. So that the entire leader~
ship, the entire le~dership of the American Jewish gonference, by
its co-Chnirmen, is Zionistlc.

I began the dy ~s some oné you will recall-—- it wos o spon-
taneous impulse on ny part, one need not be young to be spontaneous
or inmpulsive -~ I begén the dny by offering a resolution of joy-
cus congratulation to the great leader of the Zionist noverent
whose 70%th birthday occurs this day. I would not offer any re-
servations now, but I coniot help expressing iy sense of envy with
regard to the Jewish leader who does one thing, who sees one vi-
gion, who cherishes one drear, like Telzrann, like Brandeis, and
really almost succeeds in shutting oul everything else from his
vision 2and his drean.

| And the result is that Dp. Weiznmmn hoas been extraordinari-
ly effective, although, of course, for he is only human, he has m t
been inpeccoble or utterly errorless in the prosectuion of our
great task. I ~dd that I om envious, ns I fonoy Dr. Goldstein,
you are, because you wnd I are not capable of o concentrated,
single~track —- to use an American term  -- vision that enables
a Weizmann to see one thing, to see it steadily and to ses it
whole, and to do nothing else and to concern himself with no other

Jewish problem.
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Far be it from me to find fault or to critigize., Therein
lies his greatness. I rementer, for exnmple, when i talked from
time to time to Brandeis nbout the sufferings of the Jews in Cer-
many, he would listen for a moment with impatience and then he
would say, "S.S.¥." -- which is what he cnlled me -- "do you know
the figures about the product of the Tnuva in the last three monthg?t!
That seemed to him to be overwhelmingly sigaificont.

Wow, I rake confession tonight,- but I ~m gled that I find
end  am joined by a fellow-sinner, I am, I wos, I will remain a
Zionist, but I comnot be indifferent to the problems of oll Jews
throughout the world, After all, we recognize, must we not, that
the Galuth is the experimental ground of the Zion of the future,
thot unless we safepguard and strengthen and upbuild and preserve
all that is beat in the Galuth, it will be Eretz Israel that will
be rost deeply and most grievously hurt. %iell, tonight I wel-
core this fellow-sinner who gives his strength, his youth, his un-
common gifts to the prosecution of Zionist tosks and some of'you
rnay not know it, who nmode an extroordinary record as the upbuilder
of the Reren Xnyerieth in Arerico.

But he, too, as one of the heads of the Amerlcan Jewish
conference, feels that we rmust fnce the problems, we must meet the
challenge of every problem, of every difficulty, of every concern
of the lands of the Galuth. I an proud of one thing tonight, not
only proud of being in such good coopany, Israel, with youht ny
si@e, but I an proud of somethirg rwore. You referred to the crea-
tion of that .imerican Courittee on the stntus of Israelites in
1859, Thot came after the ;ortara case. You spoke of the found-
ing of the Arericon Jewish Committee after Kishinev and Kishinev
gove tone and direction throughout the lnast forty years, to the
service and the mnood and the spirlt of the American Jewish Com-

i ttee.,

Together with Goldnamn and !otzkin, I founded the World
Jewish Congress, not ofter Hitler came but before Hitler ceme. I
felt thot we ruet find a way out snd that, hovever weak this Jewry
or that Jewry, however inpotent one or another oompany of Jevs
'in the world night be, if we stood togmether and fought together
and served together and sacrificed together as an Agudah Achat,

we would find » great strength. Together we have found strmzgth
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I thank God for this hour. I may not have another op-
portunity to tell you how I feel about this (Conference. This
has been one of the most deeply and reverently joyous days of
my life, I have listened to mnd I have learned from ny I9llow-
Jews, TWould God the Jews of Roumanis and Foland had been liber-
ated so that they night have come here and we, instead of help-
ing and te~ching them, right have sat humbly at the feet of
them that have survived, ond have learned from them,

. We are not helpers of one another. ‘e are not charity
givers, We are not philanthropists to one another, 78 are
brothers, we are brother Jews and as brother Jews within the
World Jewish congresé we shdl stand and 1live together znd in
o free and derocratic world achieve for Israel the unity of Jews,
the frecedom of the Jewish people and the building of Eretz

Israel,
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Eeport by Mr.Isidore Usiskin
on Children in Frence and Belgium
icovember 28, 1945

FRARCH

During = visit to Frence in the months of September~October, 1945, the fol-
lowing children's orgenizetions were contrcoted:

OPEJ - Qeuvre de Frotection des Enfents Juifs

This orernizeotion is offilisted with the Federstion. Tro homes of this or-

[

genizetion were visited in the wicinity of Peris.

A home for children from 6 ~ 14 at Melmeison-Ruell, ten kilometres north of
Paris. 4t this Home there are 90 children of both sexes under the direction of
Yme. Alpert, widow of a lieutenant in the French Resistance. The children appear
to be well cared for although the physicel equipment was, in many respects, rather
primitive.

The second home vislited located at Viroflay near Verszilles, a home for girls
from 15 -~ 18, under the direction of Mme.Begot. At this Home there are about 25
girls, deportees and former inmates of Auschwitz Camp. These girls run the Home
themselves and attend various trede and professional schools or apprenticeship
courses.
O3E

Discussions were held with M.Gorel of OSE who was very helpful and most co-
operative. By the end of October, this QOrganization had established 22 children's
homes for a total of about 1,200 children, In addition, there were about 50G
children in non-Jewish homes under OSE supervision. There are also a number of
children receiving pertial assistance ln their own homes.

The home ot Fontenay &ux Roses, esteblished for 58 boys from Buchenwald,
renging in age from 17 — 21, was visited. The meny special problems encountered
in controlling a group of this type is being tackled with great energy and the
boys observed were apparently full of vigor end by surface appearance quite nor-
msl. Those youngsters who require specizl attention are not put with the more
normal children,

The home at Draveil, under the direction of Dr. Katz, shelters 60 children
from 6 -~ 14. This Home is well run and the children seemed quite happy.

Movement Jrtional Contre le Reclsme

The children's home at Montmorrency, meinteined by the Movement Wational
Contre le Racisme, deserves special mention as it is meintained and run mainly
by non-Jewish effort. There arc 56 children scturlly in the Home rnd another
100 maintcined outside for vwhom a home is now belng prepered and practiczlly
ready for occupancy.

Miss Bideult, the sister of the French Porelgn }iinister, is one of the
Directors—Genersl of this Orgesnization. The women directly concerned arc carrying
through the work they undertook during the Qccupation ot grave personal risk in
sheltering =nd helping this group of Jevish chlldren.



Ecleireures Israelites

The Eclazireures Israelites or Jenlsn Boy 3couts mointein homes in several
parts of France =nd their home at Jouy en Josss was visited. There are 76 child-
ren, nearly all French born; 50 of them are orphans end the rest have one sur-
viving parent; ages from 7 - 16. They go to school et the Village or et
Versailles for the more edvanced coursesi, This Home made & good impression.

CO30RS

The Orgenizetion knowm cs COSORS is‘concerned with large numbers of French
orphaned children of whom —ppr031matoly 1 ,000 are Jewish, though it is difficult
to get any exect figures.

Tro homes in this Orgenizetion were visited; one at Ville Juif with 45
younger children snd one nt Orly with 90 older boys. This visit was made in the
company of Yiss Fernende Sivedon, Mr.Voisy, snd Dr.Weiss of the Consistoire.
These t~o homes are esteblished specifically for Jewish children but others ere
scettered throughout France in verious Catholic or non-secterien institutions.

Dr.ileiss informed me thet the Vaed Hezalah head undertoken to provide finan-
cinl mssistrnce to COSORS ot the rate of 75 frs. deily per child for each child
ploced in e separcte Jewrish home. The exsct terms of the mgreement between these
tvo orgenizrtions should be discussed as apparently these children are still left
under the control of COSQRS.

Geonersl Hemorks

Although rt the time I visited these homes Frrnce had been libercted for al-
most one yerr, no serious efforts in the direction of establishing homes could
be mrde until the spring of this year.

During the Occupation, the vorious Jewvish orgrnizotions had scottered through-
out Fronce cnd the individurl member or groups of members hcd reconstituted them—
selves more or less sponteneously as independent mutunl cossistence groups. They
cerried out their socicl work throughout France with only very loose liaison cnd
st the snme time, other groups not previously connected with Jewish socicl work
also spreng up.

With the Liberstion, 211 these various groups continued their work and in
many cases started to expand their activities in line with the need for their
services.

When the Joint representatives btegan the work of reorgenization, they con-
solidated the relief work for adults under COJA30R but left the several children's
orgenizations to operate independently. 411 thesc orgenizetions suffer from &
shortege of trained persomnel and are constently herrssed by material and housing
shortases.

In view of the slmost complete disorgenizstion of French life in general,
the writer considers the progress mende during the past summer, in establishing
around 100 homes for Jewish children, a considerable achievement, There is no -
guestion but that this could be done in a short time only by resson of the fact
thet every available group was sllowed to continue to work.
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A8 regards the children now in non~Jewish homes but supported by Jewish
money, every effort is being made to eétablish homes and recruit personnel to
teke core of them, Both O3E end the 3couts have training progrems for per-
sonnel,

The nurber of Jevish children still in unknown Gentile homes is not be-
lieved to be very considersble and is thought to be sround 500. They are being
actively sought by various orgenizations ond every effort is mede to place them
in Jewish homes or in private homes under Jewish control ss soon as possible.
In many cases, it has been found necessary to pay the cost of several yoars!
core before the child is relessed but in some instances the difficulty arises
because of the attachment which has developed for the child.

Costs in general are extremely high st this time, averaging about 3,000
Frs., monthly per child, without clothing, TFor exemple, the home for 90 ckildren
in Melmrison hes e dudget of 200 to 230,000 Frs. monthly of which €0,000 Frs.
goes for seleories of 12 employees.

The estrblishment of & Foster Perents project wes discussed with lMr.Saks
in charge of the Freuch Section of the Joint, It wes suggested a central file
of epch child in France and Belgium be esteblished and thet certein numbers of
these files be distributed to Englend, South Africe, hustralia, 3outh Americe
end the United 3totes, with the bulk coming to this country; thet within this
country, the files be distributed to every possible Jewish organization for
them to engege in the effort of finding individual or group foster parents for
ecch child,

It should be realized thet many of these children do have surviving one
perent or relatives who are interested in their welfare and in meny cases, the
most effective method of helping the child would be to sssist the parent or
relative in reconstituting a home.

slmost each child represents 2 special end separate problem. The smount
of detail necesserily involved ond the differing policies which would have to
be followed makes this project a highly complicated one, not to be lightly
underteken without establishing a thoroughly competent organlzation to supervise
the job.

For exszmple, in some homes the directors feel that the individual
children should not be in contact with foster parents as the ineouslity of
trectment to arise would be upsetting to group morsle. They accordingly fesl
thet there should be group sponsorship rather than individual sponsorship. These
various aspects should be carefully considered Pefore going chead on any large
scals.

BELGIUM

In Belglum, due to limited time, only two homes were visited in Brussels,
One » home for older boys repetristed from Buchenwald and the other for infents.
The infants! home is excepticnally vell run,

However, meny discussions were held with Yr. Isasc Kubowitzkl, Mr,Gold-
schmidt of the 4.I.V.G. end the Joint regerding tke gquestion of children.
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Mr, EKubowitzki has been endezvoring to obtain an undertaking by the Children's
Committee of the A.I.V.G. t0 observé certein minimum Jewish program in all the
homes under their care. In discussions with Mr. Goldschmidt, an expression of
generel accord with this minimun progrem was g£iven. This comprises

1., Sebbath and Eolidays as rest days
2, Generzl Eebrew and religious imstruction
%. Keshruth

It is believed that this program is now being put into effect. It should
be noted that the British Centrzl Fund has turned over %0 the Joint money for
the esteblishment of two childrenis homes, and has underteken their support.
The Central PFund, however, lald down conditions of minimum Jewish training and
religiouws recuirements which the Joint, through the 4.I.V.G., has willingly under-
tcken to observe. ’

The puestion of training for Hachsharah wes waived due to impossibility
of obtaining any genernl accord on this matter. At the age of 16, however, it
wes ngreed that each child would decide for itself whether it wished Hachsharsh
treining. :

The guestion of retiring Jewish children from non-Jewish homes was tho-
rougnly discussed with the Joint and it is the writer's opinion that the Joint
is bending every effort to plesce the remcining 800 children in Jewish homes and
has underteken to withdrew the entire number by the end of the year.

Regarding the matter of the children subsidy being withdrawn when children
mere taken care of by parents or relatives, an understending was reached that the
subsidy would remsin the same regardless of the fact that the child was in his
own home. This siturtion arose epperently through bureaucratic negligence,

Both Miss Meargolies and jiss Vulcen of the Joint are now pressing for
their policy of disbursing a large initiel sum to re-establish individual homes
50 thet children can be taken care of by their own family rather than dribbling
out small amounts monthly. In this project of providing furniture,. equipping
individual homes and reuniting families, an understanding was reached between
Mr. Kubowitzkil and Miss Margolies covering the perticipatlion of the Congress in
this work to the extent of 500 children,

909-12/4/45-100-KK-fh
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ON ECOKOMIC SITUATIOK IN FRANCE AND BELGIUM .
Wovember 28, 1945 '

The object of my visit was to discover organizations or people already at
work on the job of economic reconstruction in France and Belgium whose efforts
were worthwhile encouraging from this side. :

TRAYCE .
The general situation in France, while showing a definitely improving trend,
is still far from normal. The extreme shortages have led the French Government
to adopt enormously detailed methods of control and allocati on of supplies. This
malkes it almost impossible to conduct a normal business with the result that
practically all business is conducted, to a greater or lesser extent, in spite of
the regulations. Ko possibility was, therefore, found of attempting the establish~
ment of cooperative institutions. Useful work, however, was being conducted and
several aspects of this work deserve encouragement,’

The central relief organization lmown as "Cojasor", formed by French relief
orgenizations at the insistence of the Joint, has a central placement bureau for
finding employment. Younger people are directed to the employment ‘bureauw run by
the Boy Scouts. Adults reguiring retraining are directed to the Service de
Heclassement Professional, run by Mr. Louis Chantal, People in need of tools or
machinery are sent to the ORT and general employment is handled by the central
organization.

The writer was particularly struck by the work done by M. Chantal who hes,
at this time, zbout 1100 people of both sexes and all ages and almost every pro-
fession, This organization is not specifically Jewish being headed by Sen.
Justin Godart, but the majority of the personnel and the students are Jewlsh.
M. Chantal is a great improvisor and has been successful in enlisting support for
his work in very many non~Jewish directions and has achieved maximun results with
minimum means. Courses in dental laboratory work and beauty culture were visited
and deportees returned from various cemps in Germany were observed at work,
These groups displayed the utmost enthusiasm and desire for the training they were
undertaking. The large percentage of successful students 1s due to the fact that
courses are picked out for them on the basis of their individual capacities,
talents and wishes So that as far as possible, each individual is entering e trade
for -which he or she is best filtted,

The writer undertook to interest American organizations in this work and the
possibility should be exzplered without, howevor, engaglng the Congress directly
in the work, .

The ORT menaged to keep at least = skeloton orgenization intact during the
entire occupetion and has about 850 students in their classes, These are mostly
youngs ters who elther by reason of foreign perentage, lack of scholastic credits
or unfamiliarity with the langusge, cennot be placed in the very excellent French
trande schools, From personsl observation ond reports of competent observers, the
students simply lep up knowlodge and their cxemination results are truly outstand-
ing. The general atmosphere and discipline of the schools visited made an ex-
cellent impression,

The ORT =lso has a service for loening or selling on credit to individuals
various machines =nd tools of trade. It is believed in some cases that cutright
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gifts are elso made, but in the case of eXpensive machines, it is felt that the
individual should endeavor to repay the ORT over a reascnable period of time for
the cost of the machine out of his earnings. This particular aspect of the work
of ORT deserves our support, and method of encouraging this work should be dis-
cussed,

The writer undertook personzlly to.ossist in the estcblishment of 2 model
training farm for covering all aspects of poultry-raising along American lines.
An endeavor will be made to interest Jewish sgriculturists in assisting this work.

The tmo loan ceses in France are doing excellent work in helping small
artissns end business men to reesteblish themselves. The loans are made on a
strictly business basis with guarentors, as every endesvor. is mede to preserve in-
tact the fuonds of the orgenizestions., 4 personel donation wes made to one of these
orgenizations but it is the writer's personal belief that greater effort should
be mrde to reise funds loeslly in Frence for this purpose.

In general a lack of lisison between the different orgenizetions in the field
was observed, but this is understandable under the circumstonces of extreme pres-
sure. A number of business men end Jewish leaders were made acqueinted with the
work being done by the Trede advisory Council in England and interest wes expressed
in attempting something on the szme lines in France. The T4l will be reguested
to forward material to key people in Frence.

BELGIUK

The general economic situstion in Belglun is almost excellent compared wither
to France or England end this country is much further along the road of economic
recons truction than the other two. The problem is, of course, much smeller a8
there are only about 25,000 Jews in Belgium and in general the organization secems

" much more compact and hopeful. While in Belgium, most cordial relatioms and close

contact were meinteincd with Mr. arznovici of the Joint whose mission to Belgium
was the estgblishment of loen casas in Brussels and Antwerp. Two cooperative pro-
ducers organizations were found at work end deserve support. Mr. Aranovici is zlso
interested in these and will be giving them assistance. It should not be difficult
to interest individual business men in these projects in helping them to become

es tavlished,

One orgenization is = teilorst cooperative which has been doing contract work
for the Alliecd forces znd private merchents with meterisl supplicd to them, They
have, during the past yeer, becn successful in sharing to each worker a'wage sbout
50% grester than the current wage scrles in Brussels,

The smell cooperetive recently estsblished mostly for non-skllled women, en~
gaged in tho production of cleesning powder, is under the management of a German
refugee with considersble business background and competence.

The Union of Jewish Hendworkers, which has been opersting under great dif-
ficulties with extremely limited outside support, comprises about 4850 smell rrtisens
and ,business men.

The possibility of estrblishing o small centrel buying cooperative to procure
materials for its members ond extend smell revolving credits, was discussed both
with the Union and the Joint. Endeevor wwill be made to obtain 2 small capitel for
the establishment of this cooperative and eventually assist it in meking purchases



-3 -

.

of meterisls availsble in this country. {prganizations such es that of Mr.Pilencls
of Boston, will be contected znd mey be in 2 position to render sssistance.

GENERAL REMARKS

It 1s not recommended thet the Congress engege 1n any sspect of this york it~
self or undertske sny commitments for direct perticlpstion in sny of the projects
outlined sbove. In view of the elready existing commitments of the Congress and
the fact throt personnel and orgenization are lecking for this work in France and
Belgium, no good purpose could be served by sny such genersl underteking. It is
believed thst this csn best be done by forming affilinted groups or cormittees
for each specific project. The group or committee is to be in direct contect with
the orgsnization being helped £nd only keep the lecel (ongress offices infomed,
but not engege them in additionsl work vhich they are not ecqulpped at this time
to ezrry out.

In general the vriter is impressed with the vigor with vhich the Jews of
Frénce and Belglum are rcconstituting their lives. Considering the fect that they
‘heve just emerged from yeers of hiding, from camps, from prisons, with thelr
femilies snd connections broken, their achievements to deate, are truly remcrkeble.
Criticisms mey jJustly bte levelled =t many nspects of the work snd the wey it is
being carried out but viewed s & whole, the progress in the pest several months
hns been enormous,

908-12/4/45-75-KKk~fh
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STRICTLY GONFIZNTIAL

ummary of the reports submitted at the vifice Coomittes keetings by the
members of the Exesutive Committes of the Sorld Jesish Congrass during
the period of Ausust 15tk to Sephember J0th. S

POLITICAL DiPAn LY

4 now message drafted by Drs. Robinson asd Ferlzvelg on the punisiment of war
oriminals was sent to Under-Seeretary of State Stettialus,

iielative to 3ir Ueeil'l address on .ar Urlmes made in London on auguat 30th, a
cable was sent to our ipitish Secticn in London amsking for the complete text

of h.s statement and regquesting them to get in touch with the Govermmenta=-in-
Exile concerning this subjledt,

i eopy of a le$tsr ment by Cecil Hurst to our British Section was forsardesd to
us. Ihis ledter was considered of grest inportance because the War Crimes
Commission sesms to B8 anxicus to punisi the Waxis for their mistreatment af
the Jews frcm 1933 %o 1939, but wants a memorandum from the 3JC pressnting the
facts, ete. Drs. Robinson and Perliwelg ars working on sich an indictment which
will be sent bo ouy British Segticn at the end of October,

A oable was recsived from Chief Habbi larcus rurenpreis, member of the Exequtive
Committee of the #C in Sweden, informing ua that he had o ficisl confirmation
that the new Bulzarian Government has ccmpletely abrogated the enti-Jewish

% gislation which wes enacted by its predecessors and has re-establishsed all
oivil, economic and religious rights for Jews. The Bulgarian Minisier of the
Interior has established & commission for the orderly reustoration of Jewish
property which waa confisceted uader the cld regime. The Jewisn Communities
Central Couneil, which ig the crgunized rerresentation of Bulgarian Jewry, haa
bean re-instated, asnd its membars, after an sudience with the new Minister of
the Interiop, volcad their satiafaotion at the action ‘of the new governzent and
sxpresesd confidence taat all their econcmbo problems would be solved speadily.
Rabbi ihrenpreias requasted furtber help for Bulgarian Jews until normel life and
economic atability are re-eatablishod,

ur. Stephsn 5. #ise, Chairman of the Zxecutive Committee, and Or. ¥ahum Goldmann,
Chairman of the adminietrative Camnittes of the world Jewish Congreas, sent on
Spppember 15th a message regarding the recemtly signsd Ramanian Armistice to
sSecretary o .tate, Goxdell Hullj tne drisish Ambassador, Lord Halifax; and the
Soviet Ambassador, indre Gromyko. The message stressed that "it is espsgially
gratifying ttat the re-establlistment of tho demoeratic principle of egual Justios
has not besn postponed %o & finel peace sektlement but that the opportunity of
tus Armistice has beenm taken to put it into pmactioce”.

In his reply of Qctober 4%k, 3mcretary of Stste Cordsll lull said: "The commnend-
ation by tho #orid Jewish Congrese of the Department’s part in tiias matter i=

greatly appreciated a~d 1 wish to thank you for your thoughtfulness in bringing
this statenent to my attention,”
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Dr. Goldmenn bal an iatervies with the Humsian Ambassador $o Washington,
Kpr., Gromyko, with whom he discussed weriocus pending mattera.

The Italian Jewisn Representative Camuiities asked the Jorld Jewish Congress

%o protest ageinst the nomination of Gttolenghi who wes nominated prestdent

of the Jewlsh Commnity in Kome, As we have heard that Jews in Rome as well

as the Iltslian JRO falt vYery much embarressed abaut Ottolenghi’s appointment

to shis post bessuase of his fasciss past, the Office Committeo decided to aemd
a telegram of proteat o Mr. Poletti ithrough the intermediary of the 3tate Dept.

it was aleo deoided that we mhould discuss with ihe Ttalien Government the
guestisn of the restitusion of property which has now been left by the AVG
t0 the ltalian Govermment.

RESCUR

A Hsacue Agticns Committee las besn estabdliabed composed of repressntatives

of the World Jewish Congress, the imarican Jewis Conference, the Vend Hemtzalah,
and the igudath Israel. The dalegation of the smarican Jewish Conference includes
Teprosentatives of the Jewinsh Labor Cormittes and Hadassal, Various mestings
have already taken plage. On august 17th, a dele gation went to Hom. John Pehle
of the jar kefugee Board concerning mction to be talem on Horthy's offer. At

a mesting of tho Rescue Actiona Commities on August 16th, it was decided to

submit a memorandum to the «ar Refuges Board asking for the removal by airolane

of 10,000 children as token evacuation; taking sdvantaye of certificates; taking
eare of Jewiah manpower of the alreedy deported Jews of Hungaryj end to ask for

funds for tha IARC. A jolnf delegation of Jews and non-Jews to prement this
meinrandum $0 varicus departmants.

4 o&ble was Todwived from our Ceneve office telling of the arrival in Switzerlamd
from Belsenbergen of 328 Hungarite Jews. Subseguently, the WG Headguarters in
NHew York received a oable from Gecevs liatin: the names of thesg Hungarian Jews,
#e wore aleo informed that thess 328 persone werw part of B group of 1696 Jewa
wowere ermitied %o go frou Hungary, (probably) to Sweden.

Iomemuch as the entire situstion has changed im the field of rescue, snd new
methods ars necessary in crder to save the surviving Jews, it was degided to
call an urgent meeting for Augnst 29th. The representatives of the newly
eatablished Resgue acticns Commnittes wers invited to this meeting.

Alarming infomation concerming Therealenstadt was received framour Genewva office
#hich muggested the inalusion of all Thervsienstadt intsrnesa for sxchange action.

On 3eptember let, & delegation of the iiescue Actions Committee (Or. Kubowitzki
reprosenting the iJU, Rabbi iiller - the american Jewish Conference, lr. Gottsakalk -
the american Jewish Comuitiea) were ruosived by Lir., rehle of the WHE., WKr. Pehle
stated that he understood cur feelings andour demands and added that the 4RB

would aot along the lines suggested.

Ca September Sth, represemtatives of tae Vaad Hauzulah (Rebbi Kalmanovitch) and
of the WIC (Rabdi Miller) were reosived by ¥r. Morgenthau, Jeerstary of the



TrW. and discusased the situation of the Jews in Humgary.

The Swedish Cection of the #JC under the chalrmanship of Rabbi Ehrenprels
otbled us thut they mre in olose contact with their aathorities gonceraning
the gituation of the Hunkarian Jews. They further cabled that the Swedish
Government granted permission to the «JU to buy and ahip 200 tons of food
supplies to 3ergenbelsen amd other concentratlon cemps. This food =zupply
will consist of: 20,000 food parcels b kilos each totalling 4000 kiles
canmed fish 20,000 dried milk 3000 pesseresl 20,000 sugar 3000 redwhortleberry

jam BOOC canned weat 10,000 hard broad 10,000 verious canned foodatuffs 2500
sweet out 2000 cod liver oil.

Our Geneva Uffice informed us through the ix3 thut with respect to Frande the
following was &oijeved through our efforts: Since Uctober 1943, 130 ahildren
and young people up to 20 years of age both with and aithout parents or relativea
heve reacied Switzerlandj 70 onildren have roached 3pain while aome 700,have been
Bidden in France. Lfurther scme 700 young people have Leen svacuated to Spein

as well as 200 parents accampanying their childrem, Our people in Frapae have
aided ia hiding four to five thoumand &dul:s. Considerabls expenditure hus been
pecessitatad by appropriate eguimment for armed convoys to tue frontiersa, At

she present moment 1t 1is imposaible to sopirate the reacue of children fraom that
of adults eccording various funds uscd ss sction was orgenized as 2 whole Dy

our people using all available xmeaas. iur participation smounted to more toemn

18 million Fresch france. = Further information will be forwarded to us by

our Geneva Uffice as quiekly ss possible.

Dr. Eudowitaki, hoad o the rescue Department of the VG, informel the Uffice
Committee of the latest developments in the rescus fleld. & econfidentinl detalled

report maa malled in the middle of September to all those who will redeive this
SUMMATY o

In &n intervien with Messrs. rehls and Leaser of the WRd, i% was revealod that
the &RP hed a camminication dnted 3eptember 1TSth from Hunzary while olaimed that
200,000 Jews were left in Hunzary, all in Budapest, The Gestapc admits the

extermipation of 360,000 Yews and further admits taat 160,000 Jews are in labor
camps. For the two hundred thousand Jews in Budapast, reglatrution has elready

begun; two cempa are set up for 160,000 people; all able-bodisl mem and women
will bs interned in these camps.

Upon receiving this news, it was declded tual & delegation of the ¥JC should

sae Mr . VeCloy end possibly the Russian imbassador in order tn discuss the new
situation 1n lunzary.

Other infonmation from Hungary was not asa bad as mentioned above. Our Sritish
Sestion cabled that the Apostolic Lelegate in London {nformed them that following
the telegr:m of th. British Section and hiz several cammnications, further step
wms taken by tbe Holy Jee through the apostolic Munecio in Budapeat in orde r to
prevent further deportation of Jews in Hungary. @n September &th, the Holy 3Jee
received a message from the Nuaciature in sudspest that there is now every hope

thal deportationa ars csssing.
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Algo Dr. Zubowitzks, in reply to bis cable, received a lsiter dated Sepfexber 27th
from the apostolic uelegution of tie Jnited Gtates informing nimg that the Delege-
ticn hud beer nivised by the Holy Cee that the situation im Hungery was much less
acute since the yersons repponsibls for the previcus persecutionn have besan
removed from powsr. The Apostolic Delegztiom assired that the Holy See eontinues
to folloz the situstion wits vigilance and corcern and will leave nothing undone
to emeliorste the pligut of the unfortunate people of liungarye.

sirco setion oan now be teiken with the help of U.s. sutharities .ith regurd to
rofugcae in ocoupisd Qoumtries, ihe «JC decided to take stapm for people 1n
Theresienstsdt (Tereszin). 78 sugzgested $0 the authorities that lista of names
of interness &b lereginm siculd de submitted to the ¥:B, infoming them thet the
interneus sre intended to be token to mneutreal countries on the basim of being
proaspeotive applicants for U.S, visas., 7he U.d. suthorities will take the
apyropriate ste;s throcugh the protective power. e have already sutmitted one
1iat of 350 nemes and we will hanve a sscond list Tinished within the next few
days, co-sisting of another 200 numes. According to the special rules, this
aotion aan be undertaken only for internees whosze parsnts, children or spouse
are Anwrican citizena, or for wives anl mimor children of sliem resldents here.
In 8841tio- to these lints, speginl orinted forma had te be made our, which glve
in detail the status of rolatives here sho are interested im gatting their rela-
tives over. Yor this particulur work, a separaie atafl of fivas people has been
established within the Lorld Jewiash Uongress to take care of tils perticular
matter for & shori pericd of time.

During the laat few monmths the A/U was very aotive im ,rocuring ‘alestine gerti-
ficstes for refugees in Holland and for .uteh Jews. Aboui 2(0 individual cables
were #ent [rom the Sorld Jewlsn Congress to tae Immigration Jepartment of the
Jewish igency, mskipg for salsstine ocertifiecates for tie respcctive famillas,

Although we were not in m positicn to find out if sll of those for whom we secured
Palestine certilicates could be saved, »e know thet many of them were sent to Camp
Balgenbergen, near ianover. Thie camp 18 knosm to be & tranait camp, mainly for
releatine, and amor: those Jews who regently arrived in ralestinc &re many of our
Ifrienis for whom we were active. :

fith regard to the Jess in lungary, we sp:lied for abaut 10,000 Palesti~e oerti-
ficates decaune wé are justified in assuming that the holders of such ocertificates
will thua be ssved from deportasion. .e have Deen informed tuat all our requastis
for pertificates havo been submftted throuch the Jewish Agency for Palestine to
the 2ritish Govermmant for the iasuance of certificates. it present, the Jewisch
Agency, in collaboretion with tue #JC, is working in order to have tnese qerti-
ficates delivsred Lo these perasons in liungary amd to Secure transportation.

UNERA

A Press Gonference was held conceraing the ,ublication of thebook "Relief and
Rehabilitation” {Implicati ne of the UMHHA rrogrsm for Jewish Nesds) by Zorech
karhaftig as rnumber one of the meries "From iar to Peace”. Tuim series is 1asued
by the lastitute of Jewish affairs of toe american and the .orld Jewish Congress.
The press conferences was held in coanection with the forthcoming UNRRA conferende

and informatiocn on the program of the iJC to Be submittsd to the Montreal Confermnce
has been given to the pre=s.
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In the beginaning of Teptembder, Lir. Hussell of the British !:labaay,' who will
be one of the delegates of Creat Britasin to the UNRRA Conference in Mortreal,
was approached ip connection with tie Jewish rapressptation at the MREA,

¥r. Hussell exporessed inter«azt $n the problam and suggestesd that the represen-
tatives of the &JC see him in Montreal,.

Dr. Arleh Tartakawer was appointed heud of the 3JC delegati n to the eecond
sessaicn of the UMKRA Gonferense to be held st Lonvreal on September 1:ith. Nrs.
Sonla Grinberg and kp, rorach dmrhaftig of the WG staff und the Institute of
Jewhbh Affalrs respeotively were sppointed as his assistants,

“e have been informed that & petition was eigned by important organizatio-s re-
questing the UMRis to extend its activities to Italy, The #JU was meked %0
sign this petition. It was decided to 4o 30.

Upon return of the AJC dslegation 30 the UNRRA Confereroe in Montresl, a joint
Frans Oonfarence of the #JC and the smerican Jewish Conference ®as held in NMew
York. Or. irish Tartakower representing the :JC. and Mias Jane Ivana ~ the

dmerlsap Jewish Conferenge, outlinos anat had been aoeamplisied by Jawiash agenciens
ot thé recent UMHAA Cuaferenge,

Dr. Tartakower, heading the JC Jele gation, wiose osher mexbera were kra, Sophie
Brinberg and Ur. Zorsoh Werhatftig, said tust & pumber of important :oiate had been
eehieved ut the Lontreal Confersage. Among the demands sulmitted Wy the WC, he
eited:

1) That displmced persoes who can be proven to bave been victima of razd
versesution be assisted regardlesa of their natiomlity,

2) That vietime of reeial, religious andpolitical persecuticns e assimted
by UNknd, aven if they reside in enemy or ex-anemy territories =~ which would mean
primarily the Jews of couniries like Cermany, angary, etc.

3] That help be oxtended to parsuns unable or unvill.ing to return to

their former homelends, in the seme nossarse oy help will be mccorded $o rupat-
riated personm.

Points 1 2nd 2 were adopted by the UNKHa Gocference, and a8 for point Vo, 3 ==

althou@h 1% #as not adopted at this meeting, Lr. Tartakowsr expreased the hope
that 1t would be adopted at same futurs meeting.

The Jewish delegation finally suoceeded in having their demands tsken intc com-
alderation in the motions presented b, thc Britisk and ameriecan delegations. The
American Resolution was Yo the effeat that disploced ,ersons, victima of the Razi
terror, found in eneoy or ex-ensmy territories, were 3o de included among persona
to be helped by, the UMRik, Dr. Iartekower said thst this was ao improvenent over
the rosolution adopted in atlantic Gity, since thet resolution ooncerned {tself

only with illied mationals. Tbe Britishk resclutior amended the Aimerican resolu~

$ion tO read that epemy natlonsls, viotims of Nazi perssoution, found in libarated
territories &leo ba helpad by UNRRA.

Dr. Targakower sire¢saed the urity acileved by the Jewish delegeticn, Fearful that
presentaticns msde by too many separste organizations would cause confusion, the
4G, With the Canndain Jewikh Congress, itis uoat, and the ameriecan Jewisu Con-
Terence came %o kn agreement with the other Jewish organivations end preasented
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a uwpitod front so thet ell Jowiah repreasntations wers mede jointly - with the
one exceptior of the Egbrew Committce of Liberation whieh proasnted it8 own
demagde in the form of a presg conferencd. Mpr. Saul Hayes, rxecutive Direolor

of the Canldian Jewiak Congreas, agting as uost Ior the ontire Jewl: h delegation,
wio designated to be the spokeaman for tht Jewish group before a special commlittes
of I"RH4. {4 detailed report by Ur. Tariakowsr oa the UNHRA Confarence and the
work done by the «JG repreasntabion bas been mailed Yo sll thoss who will recelve
this &Qomhry)s

During tae UiQA Conferencs in sontreal, Or. cartakowsr - OR pehalf of the WO =
led negotietions 4l%h gha Intermatlonal Lapor Urganizationa, during waich an
agresxent was reached coneerning the soolal insurance of Jewlsh forgad laborers
in ths pressni war.

Two meroranda will 2.¥s %0 b8 submitted by tns JC 1O ghe international lADOX
Office:

1- About famats and figures On Jewish forced labor

£~ ibout enemy allens.

in converssetiom »ith the repreasniative of thelnter-ioverncental Sommittee on
Aefugeea, Jx'. ~abrick lialin, who atterded the aession of UMili. in the sapacity

of an chsesrver, the latier pointed cut that the displaced paraons who canadt OF
who do not wisa o Do repatriated, will be taxen care ol by the Inter-Covernmental
Committee and that sich was the uplerstanding between she Ccmmittee and the UNRRA
and that therc will be nc disgontinusnee in the assistance given %o there b raons
by the two arganizations. '

Mr. kalin sald thet whlle the Inter=Governmental Comnittee had no funds of i3
owa, 1t could and would get them from ghe governments uwpcth sutrttting definite
projects to them; thet sach Jrojects Were being prepered by them for displaced
persons who would bave to be ropettled and that the Uamittee Wed conlident thet
1t will be in A posivion o sulfill its task conosrning; these personch

The 4JC delegutes to the UriRs muds 8 tumber of suggesticns for tbe goncrete work
to be done in this fisld by ibe iopid Jewlab Congress.

FRAVUE

;tnor the liverasion of Paria, the Uffice Committee held aeversl meetings W tb
Fronch Jewish repr.sontatives soncerning the formati.n of a world Jewtah Congress
Conmittes in Paris and other organizational problems.

Tue new Tegulations in algiers regoriing resgitution of Je ish property wers aleso
discussed. The French members were groably gconoernsd thab tue w2 gislagars were
pot % eping the promises made in London $o anmil all acts of direct and indirectd
spolistion. The U wes asked by tae French JRC %o auomlt a memorsndum 1O Vhe
French Gommittee of Tational Libers} 1on Trequesting that tlase agta be declarsd
pull and void. FProtest should be made on general political lines. A group of
the Frenoh Cemaittee should meet aith the lsgal experts of the AJC apd work outb

tne text of the wemordndum to po submitted by the JC tc the French Jyoviaiconal
Government. .

¥r. Marc Jarblum, member of the sxecutive of she Wi, ynfoimed us b, ocable from
Gencys tbat be intended to return %o Frarce to estublioh the AJU office in caris
and to strengthen contacts with Frenmca Jewry gnd the Heslstance lovement with which
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Kr. Jarblum wes in olose seoperation during hin stey in Guncye. The CCfice
Committes autnorizsd kr, Jarblun to establigh iae 413 of £icy in Paris and other
Congrass 3rancses in iranse and 1n._ormmel adm tht L. Zubowitzki would coue €O
Hurope Buortl; as & spesial delagate of tue .xeculive Gommibtes of the JC.
Finanolsl wecas #ar: maie &vailsble 1o .. Jerblum for tue opeming of tho saris
office.

On September 14th, our Gemsva Cffics received the first nows from ¥r. Jerbum

who wes 8t that time im Lyon. Nr. Jarblum founmd tle pitustion extremely diffiailt
ani orerwhelming missry smong toe Jewisa popul:tion tnere, de stated thut a
oonsidersbls smcunt of monsy was urgenily needed to hslp the suffering Jews. at
the ssms time, Mr. Jarblum informed us thut all sinds of {rresponaible French
committoes were springing ap here &nd tkere. It was decided to ilapatch $10,000
imcedisteiy to Lr. Jurolum to be used for wie reilef of Jews in need.

The Freanch Jii bas given us toe list of people who are ready to retura to Frence.

UHGATLcaTiviy’

Before i rof. Hadsmard of zue Irench Jewish Representative Comnmittes left for
France, a lunoheon wa. given in 118 gopor on hugast BEth b the Amarican Jewish
Gongrsse and the XU, Dr. ¥ise, Ur. Coldmams and officials of $hs Joarld Jewish
Congross and the imerisan Jesish Congress. Mesars. Torres, oreyfus and Bollack
a8 vell as other outntaniing members of tuc Mrenoh Jiw attended.

Fort untario, the tamporary aoven {fres cort), of about 1000 suropsan refugees,

was visited by Lr. stephen u. wise and other membsra of the jorld Jeaish Cangressj)
also by delegates of %tue Hepresentative Comaittees of Germam, ausiris, ingoalay,
Polish, French and Czech Jews,

Hr., zuckerman, 4pon ais retura fros lexlco, reported thut thera wus no real fund-
Taising carpaign im Mexico. He atated that o csrtain circle ofwealthy Jews wers
ayproached at 8 benguet given {m honor of Ir. GColdmann and himself nnd tast about
§25,000 was collected at this cocasior. le further stated thet our Liexican Iriends
were ready to devote & whole mopta nexi year {probably March or spril) to & publie
fund-raising campeign of the HFC with tho goal of $75,000. This campaign will de
pert of the groat campaign to be lsunched at the .sr Emergency Conference in
Novenber. = Mr. Zugkerman expressed satisfaotion with the resulis achieved by

Dr. Goldmenn end him and said tnat their trip sas caiefly importent from 2n Or-
ganizational viewpoing,

The #sr :mergenoy Conference will opsn at Carnegie Hall on Sunday morning, Novembe.:

12th, and 3ill thereafier continue st tae Hotel 3avoy ilaze in Nea York from Monday
HKovember 13ta to 19th.



-

The agenda of the Conference was discussed a-4 it was reported that the rirst
four parts thersof have already beon prepared:

&) o Crives

b) Pelic? erd neuabilituticn

¢} Restoraticn -f Jowish Rizhis
- 4) restifutiia end Hopurasion

A8 1t wns felt thet the last three ports:

e) lnteraational Cumrenies of Jewish Rights
£) Tho Gutlewing of hAntieSemitisn '
&) Lupg Range Reconstruction '

eannot bo effectivoaly worked out until ¥s arc in & position to know the current
situction in lurope, it wus suggested taat we wake an outline and 11 {n the
goteils 2t the lzsi poskrivle mument - feeling thut we can de more arter thz UTiRA
Corfercrge. 1t was decided, hncwmver, %o send rough drafts to cur raprescntatives
now ag tuore will always bDe time to 8d) various smendments later,

¥re ZuckeIman $90k upon himeclt the draftinz of & plan for the structural
re~rizonization of the dorid Jewish Gongress.

Dr. Iartz:iower returned on Jeptember 12th frem a § wesk trip to Scuth America
during tae courss of aalco he mas In contsct with the heads of the Jexich
eowrunities 1a fapama, Jhile, v8ri, Jdragaay, Brezil and Argsntism. He found
thut tue Jewlsh Communities in thoss countries are anxious to lend their aid
¥o relieve the sufferings of their brethren under %he yoke of Nezl tyranny amd
reported bthut they hai pledged gonerous donutions toward the reconstruction
work done b, tiu sorld Jewish Congress. {A detailed report is attsched.)

bur Sritieh Seeticn lnfommed us that Mr, Albert Cchem had resizned from cur

stuff to agcapt an appointment =ith thc Inter<Govermmsriel Comrittes assuring
us of Lir further cooperation.,

Dr, Beruan, member cf the world Jewlsh Congress Gomite Representativo ia Chile,
is o nducting u fund-raising csupalzn ia Fort smd has proclaimed a 330,000 gomld.

Captaln Young of the Ctate Department wan contacted for boat fasilities for the
delagetas Lor taw Gonferencs.

It wes felt that it wae a ,robulem tc have two repraosensakivesd committess for

every liberated country, one cver thners and one in ew York; thersfore, the Uffice
Committee was of the opinion that Yoth ocmmittess siould be invited to the
Conferencc. 1t was decided to invitec = delegation of the Rame Jewiah Community

as ®¢ll as a Jewiah delegaticn from Fraace (through kr. Jarblum). An invitation

wea ulso sent tu bue Union of Seiss Jewlah Comrunities in 3witzerland aff{liaoted
with the dorld Jewlah Congraeess,

4n ggrevnsnt wes reached bwtywesn the AJC and the american Je.ish Conference for
olouse cooperablon in wll mabvers of interest tu both urgenizetions and the
#stabl .alment of a Joint rizpning Gomnittes wac decided upon.
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#rot, ¢sul Suggenholr, Gopova, Jurldiesl Courmtellor to the IG5, Wag elected
rresident of the :lnlglebravlve voapiltbes ol the Unlon of Siisy Jewlah Co~
minities,

or. Tartekowor, Head of the Departuent for Hellef snd llghabilitation, informed
his colluagues thet ke has Leen appointed succesaor to Prof. Hubppim at the
Habyew Univeraity of Jerusalem, He will lsavae for Felestipnoe in soie months
ut not until after the “ur dmargency Comference of Lhe ¥J0, trustirg 4o be
able to kecp conbtaets will the W0 and to be helpful tc ite work alec shen

he 1=z ut nie ne« poot.

I UISY DAl Pzl

The Inguiry Jopartment of the Jo has set up a rosier and we now have altogether
over 80,000 namas of resfugess fram different countries scattor-d sll owver the
world. 20,000 addresses of refugess were receivaed durin; the last two monthas,
Qf these ?0 »000, over 15,000 are reofugees frow Foland «t preseat in the UsiR.
Abpat 809 arrived in a’a_sat.iva frou dunsnia.

The oulk af tha 80,000 refugae nuwes ir our Ciles are rolish Jews. 3,000

arrived in Palentine and ize remuinder are scattered in ixst Atrice, Yorth Africa,
Hexico and in Free Yort Uswego, “es Yorke Ths second largest nunder of the
refugoss reglatered in cur files refers to deportess to Theresicnstadt (alrmoss
2,800) former ré¢sidents of Cermamy, sustria, Holland, Demmerk snd irunge, e
have alsc In cur files, & Llst or elmont 7,500 refuzeer frur Helgium and France
now in Switz erlc.nd, orer L,0ul refugces rmm the Baltic States in the UEB3R,over
1800 refugees from Jugoslavia, 800 refugece frow bessarsbis in LLeLESH, remaeu
fron Czechoslavekia (683) as well a= “ver 2,000 deportecs to the ewnmp ab
Birsemsu, Silesafn,

Upon regelving lists of refugecs, eopius are muilad to o numbsr of divisions of
the imerioan Jemish Congrese in the Ualisd Staten as wall us to tae brananes of
the #orld Jesish Zongress in tne ¥sstera lemisphere, Ausiralie, sngland, etc.
These lista are publisiied in ghe Yidiish newsncyers in the U. S, and soms south
american countrios. Approxtmstely 200 of tbe relutives sanl friends of toe
refuceee are found b thess moano.

#e ure also in constant cable contact with the Fresident of the Juwish Community
in Momoow on bahelf of residents of the USSR who are srying to locate thelr
relatives in tha U. 8. at tus sepe tive, we have besp cabling to Movcow similur
messagee on tehalfl of rosidents of the V., 5. wio ares esgor %0 geb in tcuch with
their roletives, residents c¥ tne USSii, Tue number of such inguiries amounts

to ahoul 200 monthly.
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Juns 22, 1946

¥rs, Floronce Hodsl

Assistent Txecutive Director

¥ar Rafuges Board

"f-’gahing&ﬁh. L, ¢,

Dear Mises Rodelt

Thank yoa very mgch for your lstter of June 18%h,
wherein you forwarded to Dy, OGoldmsnn a message from
(lerhart Rleger and Frul Dugsnhelim, Gensws,

¥ry 1 erk you $0 forward the following reply threugh
tho facilitiss of the itate Lepartmanti

"Tot Gerhart Risgaar, Pl Oageenbelim, Genewa
Fromi S=bom SoMpann, New York

Yours Juns 14th mthorisation granted to Max Maximos

%o condnet informal negotistions without zeting a8
Congress Representative vier establish relatioms detwean
Soviet Covermmemt end Oongresa espesially view dispatch
Congreuas delegnte to Nosoow concerning Jewish reconstrio-
tion rehsbilitstion on territories under 'SER gomirol,"

Uany thanks in advance for complying with this regqesd.

$inocarely youre,

AaLaor Fubowitskl
ALK lw




CcorPY

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
Washington 25,D.C.

0ffice of the
Fxeeutlive Dirsctor
June 18, 19u5

Dgar Mr. Goldmann:®

The following message for you from Gerhart Riegner and Paul
Guggonheim was received through the United States Legation in
Bern under date of June 14, 1345:

"For your confidentiel information Maz Maximos, Jewleh
businassman from Rumania is presently in Switzerland.

He once lived for several years in Soviet Russia whoere
apparently he has good rslatioms, At the end of June

he will go to Moscow on bdusiness for a short stay, On
suggestion Theodor Fischer Maximos stated he was prepared
to doe his bast to asetablish relations between Soviet
Governrent and Congress if we grant him authorization for
this purpose.

"He intond to reguest him to negotiate with proper
authoritios view Dispatch Congress delegate to Moscow
with intention to roeach understanding on Jewlsh re-
construction and rohabilitation on territories under
Soviet control and with possibility of creating psr-~
rmanent representation on Moscow. Urgently request you
cable instructions,™

VYery truly yours,
(Signed) Florence Podel

Assistant Executive Dirsctor

Dr. Nahum Goldmann
World Jowlsh Congress
1834 Broadway

Rew York, New York.



February 27th, 1945
MEMO

To: 7Dr. Tartakower i
From: A.H.P. (Coordinating Committee)

I wish to thank you most cordially for your courteous memo of February 15th
in prompt reply to my memo of the vreceding day. I have never doubted

the attention you give to the memos of the Furopean committees, and I
regret that my memo, the general outline of which Iidictated over the
phone hurriedly on leavinz town, may have conveyed a contrary impreseion.

I need however——to report to the Coordinating Committee--a more specific
answer on the followlng pointa,

1) I am very gled to be able to report to the Coordinating Committee
that 1ts suggestion to create a United Jewish Rescue Agency has been
accepted and acted upon by the Congrees, What are the further developments?

28) We were aware of the fact that the problem of a delezation to the
USSR hed been studied by Congress for a long time; but our memo mede
more specific suzgestions;

a) that the authorization to send a mission to Sofia, Pudapest and
Bucharest be requested, Chances are that such a regquest would find less
objection than the opening of a tureau in Europe;

b) that action upon the Bungarian, Bumanian and Bulgerian governmentd
be attempted through the non-Jewish commnities of Hunzary, Rumania and
Bulgaria, residing in North or South America;

c) the poseibility of a demarche with the Soviet Brbassy through organ-
lzatione such ap the Soviet Amsrican Friendship, Im. bs attempted,

3) Vo also wore awere of the representations made to Germany throuch
Sweden, Switserland and Irelend, but you state that you received no answer
from Dablin, Of that we are not surprised, because, as our memo stated,
we suspected that the Irish minister Jdoes not have mich influence on

de Valere, !:The-specific suzgestions in our memo were:

g) to enlist the support of the Irish Americans;

b} to try to act onm de Valera throuszh the Vaticang

c) to ask O'Dwyer to get in touch with Myron Taylor;

d) to attempt representations by the Argentine government throush
our Argentine group. We are aware that the Argentine government is reaction..
ary, but jJust such governments are sometimes willing to make pro-Semitic
gestures abroad.
4) Thank you for your agssurances concerning the Schirmer project. Could

wa cable to Dr. Kubowitzki, telling him that the WRB gave instructions
in Switzerlani to pay out the money, ani ask him to find out whether they
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have complied with them and the money was actually disbursed? If I could
give such assurance to the Commlttee, I could meke guite a =oint of our

ability to offset the Joint!s power by our abllity teo mobilize govern-~
mental financial help.

5} I should appreciate greatly if at your earliest convenlence you could
lat me have ths reaction of Conzress to the pronosals contained in the
memo of February 5th ox mobilization 3f non-Jewish opicion. The Cooriina—
tine Comd ttoe falt esery strongly thet tale matter w s of the zrentost
ar’ moet irmedlate importance. (P. 8.)7Vote of the Plenary.

6) Have the specific suggestions formlatei in the memo of February 1l2th
on "Punishment of War Oriminals as & Reacue Device” been followed up?
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To 1 m-n fetegoreky

From: Isidore Usiskin
e following are comcrets suggestions for stem le to oot 6 soecifie
Projects uniareny whieh, I rwu,n--ru Lmeeldiate attemilion | we nre tc help in the

“econsetic reconstruction of Jows in Belgium and Pyemce.

1, «osalstence in Whe eny of moteriel, produotiem idews, plamning cnd methois sto.
for « t-llor's coopsr.tive ulrendy in ezistence in 3alziwm,

#or this 1 need one mun, thorowchly :o-usinted with She clothimg = nuf.oturing
fleld, wlio si1l take out time to survey the fleld few fdess, supitles, nd produce
tion methode, and who will De vesponsibdls 7or ewtadblishimg comtaot with this ¢t {lor's
eooyer-L1ve wunc et the inlormtiom - sna if peseidle materisl - $u thas,

€It might bo poesible tu intorset wions to eudegride %0 tho a-pltel of this
cooyer tive . The s of V. .. 7.i, should also Be esumtucted. They hive & Tom-
@mitlee on covjerctives wnd the UL, of the U.i.i. &8 & mewber ngeity.
Il, -ssistance of the simes typs for & cooperitive of wekilled womer workays who
produce clesning powier. .. in, whut I need Lo one mam, thorewghly /o winted with
the cle:ning powder Incustry k. w111 tolre rea onaibility for sellecting sll svelle
sble Infurm tion and forw.mitne {t to them. (¥hat &8 particulerly neede: Lare is
fders on types of el tel Uroinets which cin be prodused by wmekilled worikers.)

Por ltems ! pad IT orcsnmlartions intorected in the soopsraiive movevenst should
be contocted,

ITI. & 3letlr type of razlotance to the Unlon of Jewish Hesdioreft %rkers which
Ls cttempting now to eot up o baylnag coopor: tive to supply materials om short
crodits, moutly textiles }to 1tz mambera »ho sre smrll hepdlier- £t workery, manu-
footurers snd trnders,

For this I need x man +ho will fin! interestec ,:rties to subscride to the

capital and ~111 eventuelly sasist in meking smcll Jurchises of v 1lzble materi-ls
in the U,

Iy, ~wolat.nce end aivice tu the iervice de mocl usesent .Tofeaslonnel which &s
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operated by ¥y, Loule “hintel :nt §yaine fommor zefesnionals, businossmen,
housewives 4 unskilled rorkers etc, in shilled $rodes,

Foo thie T noed & v who will aonleot sducstors, wesblongl truining
it tructore, trade umiome, otc, ond ged ¢ 1l aveilladla inform-tiom on r-ining
mothodc with strems om speed. (7.3 tr lz;:im f4lmei projection = chinss rnl
tr-ining 219 of ull types; theve mmit be & wo-lth of meterl 1 of this type
developid in the 1.5, Juring w.r}

This =un should :lso t:kr resomelbility for ecllacting tools for the
gridustes of theae schoola

Tea meibility for the a.me tFpe of :seistance for the eebdedlishment of &
,ou‘try treining fure will bs token by me.

The Jare of Brusvals gre setiing U, & commumity house fin-sced by rarkar's
s:luries gnd whctever donc-tioms thay com (ot. Thie community house L8 the firet
of its kind in Purepe ond ~ill howe lislted voestionel treiming froilitiss, in

)
eddition to the vwsunl socirl frollities,

T A

! need ohs myn to content comunity centers omd * * emd zet them %0
send direct contridutiona (o Brusssls.

1 <o not think thot anyone of the emmerc-tsd projects (with the axce;tlon
of the joubtry form) will ro-uire wore them §7,600, Those are all concrete nmd
spinently hanilcable projeats, where Lumedi-ta sofion winld hewe for recching
scopdele resolis, T womld cleo like to point cut that mees of the money reised
shoul.l not tzke the fom of o ;hlhnlhnpécantﬂmm Wt rether the Torm of

expital pertlolpetion $0 thesa sntor.rises,
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A fow odservaiions on organisel sual aspests
of the Congress wesh

da. DPrelisinacy Rasnaha

Ay first imtention was $0 yressd to Hhe OffSee Coumithes sn invemiory of our
snsets and llabilities in all the various fislds of our sstivities, sich as the peper
which ire. Evalyn Dwrkin prepared st my regusst WAth regard %o ewr ovganisaticnel
voniedtions and tasks in the Ladin Aserican coumtyies, To my sind, smich an all se-
braclng luventory would have been a declsive argwaest inm faver of the thesmthet 1%
1% the loperative duty of the Congress 0 sontimis 40 axist and develpp, snd a via-
dieation of the viempoint #hat only e Congress whigh 12 large and sesprelansive 1s
able and entitled te survive,

It has been iapossible to complete thls imvemtory. I$ msy be subaltted by tbe
vefinning of October 4f, b than, we will be aguipsed 40 Xeey sush surveys up Yo date.
Anyhaw, tbls peper dses ot intend 50 sxaxine Ahe philosopiy of the Congress
1desa., Ite iz comcerned mersly with argacizational jyublems and thres fundsmentel

sasusptions:

1- 4that ws are wnder obligation $0 oarry eubt a pregraam of astivities cutlined
by the resolwtions of the ¥ar Zmsrgency Confersuse;

2- that the direstion of the Congress will remain vested for the next fiseal

year in the present 0ffice Committes and that 188 headguarters will resain in Kew

York)
3 thet all mesbers of ths Offies Committes foel dety bound So ressis Ia

aotive ssrvice for anocthsr yesr, unlass they sre previously discharged by the seeond
Congreas,
IX, Nansgement
As. Jffice Comitise
[N Exparience has proved that the complex sad 41fficult tasks of the WIC
require the sxistencs of a polliey saking body, composed of lesdars thorsughly eom-
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verssat with And engaged in its day by deay activitles, snd i a position to meet
et least Swice weskly for exisustive discusaions of prodlems on ths sgendu,

This axperience bas resuitsd in the sctusl replagesent of the Bxsoutive Come
zitioe by the Offiee Comnities, ecnsisting aft 1. She preatdemt of the EJT, 2.~ 3.
the ohairmen of the Exeeutive sad idwinistrative Committees, 4. the sesrstary gen~
ersl, 5. the ddrector of the Institute of Jewish Affairs, 6.-9, the heads of the
dgrortuenta of Culture and Fduc.tion, Legsl and Political Affairs, Organisation, ;
telief and Rehwbllitation, 1D, the administrstive ascretary,

Should additional departsents be created, as further smuggented, mcb/;_%wt—
ments of Commmity Imter-Ralatisns, Finances, Information, Youth, their heads
wuld hewe to be ouopted aa aembers af the 0ffiee Conmittee.

b Attendancer Xt is submitded that the ohlef assistants of the varlous de-
partosnds stould Be invited $0 astend ths mestings of the 0.C. It ie espential for
the continuity of the Conyress work that we scguire sud educate s staff of bigh-
class eivil servante, able to carsy on in cass of sbsenee or dejarture of preaent
departuemt chiefs, and inforwed of all the imtriescies of the labours and political
thought of the Congress Lssdershiy,

8- Cospensations ZExjerience has azlee shoms thant affeotlve Sonzress leudarshir
is x full time undertaking whose duties ommnot be fully Hacharged if no decont
compensation is provided. It should be added {and this applies not ouly to executives)
that Congross will be umable t0 retain the first class collaborztors it nesds every-
whare, 1 there wlll bo no prosyecta of some kind for mcterisl stebility and security
for thase whose services it enlists, Family dutdes are bound to prevall over devotien
to the Congress idea and sinowrs acirit of sscrifise. In conclusion of the precesding
it is submitted; |

(as) that decent compenssti os be provided, ss a mattsr of .rimeple, for mll
oiflcers of the Congress, amsluding nonsj

Job} Shat $he ealarics of the officers be readjusted, s moadhly resunerstiom
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of /7% belng u mintsmm 1f full tims work is ex;ected, ia view of the "frals de
re rasentation” which the functlon entails,

(ce) that s pension systes be introducsd From this comin;; Fiseal yeer forwsrd,
saieh (which, in the Yeglaning may require substantisl oitlay) so a8 to gucrantee
soze old-sge gecurity 5o the .ersoansl of the Yonzress or the ex -eotation of = de-

cent, mapport for thoss they will isuve behind in ease ol dosth,

Events neve reduced bhe fxocutivs sad bdaninistrstive Comaittees to iLittle more
tsan a fictionm,

0f the eleven orlginei wmesbers of tie Executive, wieeted in Geneva in 1336,
anly foar are sctuelly connectzd wita the day by day Comgress worky Dr. Fise,
or. Goldssnn, Dr, Xubowitzki, and Dr. Perlsweig, to whom should ba added Naxe
Jarvium, active ia Paris, Jne nember has been indueed to resigms Jaly Reyer, One
is in US3Rs Dr, Hurcek, The otbers xre: Robert Bolleok, I, Jefroyxin, Loule
Lix.aky, ant I, Saiditoh, The ;restige of ihe Zxsomtive has suffered grestly Irom
the cooption of & cansiieruble number of ec;le who never sttend onr sestliags.
The 3ffice Comaittes nesbers sxce:ied, ¥ra. Timen and Louis Segel were the onaly
meusbars of the Mvs to zartieliste is she July 204 sesiing on Ssn Freasclsca,

is to the Adeinistrative Comnittes, it has been dreinsd by the ap.ointment of
a guxber of ite meabara %o the Tscutive Comuitites, inalading Rabbl Alcelesy, Leca
Jelman, Or. ¥srgoshes, Louls Sagas, Or. Tenenbaum, The saze dlsiinotion has beam
bestowsd updn two membors 3L the Finance Coxmittes slaated in Genevs, Uazcrs.
Lefcitman snd Sturs, Prof. J. Michael ned Dr. 8, Sokal were the only seubers of
the hdministrative Comuittes to be present at the July Jmd seetini.

Qur so-called Administrative Com:ittee sestings are in resl!ity meeilangs of
the Puropssn Advisory Couneil, If not for our repressntative committess, we would
re-ort to em:ty tenches,

It L2 su;geeted;




4

(a) thet until the second Congress makes order in our housze, we have
sonthly jolmt neetings of the Exscutive sni Administrative Comuittees, it
biing understood thot if it comesd to a vote for whish the approval of the
Frxacutive 15 required, only the msxbers of the Executive can vote;

(b) tuat larger mcetings, to which members of the European Comaiitess
wiil be invited, take ;lace frox tins to tize for the pursose of Lewping them
inforeed; _

(e} that a Committee start working on a llst of sppropriste cendldates
for the Executive and Administrative Commitiees, t> ba submitted to the second

Congreas,

;. Yethods

Frer since our headquart-rs »are woved to Nev York theve uas bsen a con-

troversy sithin the Exeoutive on thc methods of téa distribution of asur setive
1ties. Tuers heve bedn sivocrtes of the regiomal ep rosth, others of the subw
Joct mabtsr sporonch. These “ifferences of opinion have baem oom;licatsd by
Yie new klnd of relationship shioh hep Lesa established [irst belween the %JC
and the Anerican Joewlsh Conferc:se, rn. iater betwemn the WIC, the Loalereacas,
znd the Joard of Deputies of Ariilsh Jews,

Thig new sert of velatloazidl: 13 bound to mmltdely, Af I wx righd 4in
toloking that the 950 exviot in eoandng ,oors beeome the Jawisk re rasantation
for 21l diamgore affalrs worely by wey of affiliation snd will have to zo tim
way of bilaternl and multilaterml agreewemta #with the Jewish Ageney, the Ludeh,

the JNC, ORT, OBE, eta., uatll 1t will develsp a unioe gui generig ¢ «ll tyues

" of organisations which are importsnt in Jewish life,

Qur machinery will have to adapt itsalf to the zanifold sa;edts and etages

af our evolution.

&, The subjsst-aati-r oy xough bap materielised In the crastion of de.art-
aants,
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Four such departrsats exist in s wore op leas definite fors, Thoy sre:

1., Culiurs snd Edugntlem {Dr, ™« ':rseh), 2. Legal ead Politiesl

{or. Perlamelz), 3. Arisainstlon {Hr. Tuckarasn), 4. Beliof rnd Pehabilits-
tioa {Dr. Tarta.ower), to which should be adied 5. The Instituts of Jewish
Affeirs {Dr, REabinsoa),

Tw. de .riremtes axist 13 o u#bryonic fors. They are

5. the derartment of finances, siick 1a directed by fox 4he control
of exenditures by a Plasnce Comalittos (Dr. Kobowitali, Rebbi Miller, Dr,
Tartarower), whille Hr. Tucierman worries sbout the coxcalgnegg end

7. +the Deparatent of Informstion, with whioh are sffilisted & number
of ¢ollsborztors, workiag inm ar uncooriinsted way {(Mra, dvis Snulman, Mr.

A. Alperin, Dr, ¥ox Beer, lir., F. Binger, Nr. ¥m, ZTusermun),.

He need & trwagurer, wvho should be the manager of our lushces -both
the lncoming and outgoing, who should mobliize the resources we need for
Qur work and gzﬁvmt’t ug fron bmmin‘, involved in the distrezsing diS7i{eculties
wiich now mske our lives miserible, This is a full time job,

fie nved n head for the Department of Inforwmsztion who ehwuld ive the
Conzress the s;ency for honest enligitemment wnich i3 eusentinl 4o our sotiv-
ities, and break the zrell wiich has been thrown upon us and dows not ;ermit
the knowlsdye of sur work aind our thought %o resch the Jewlsh and non-Jewish
rublie,

In #ddition, we ahouid i?If‘?iB&;;‘Q the erastion of

Ss & Depurtoent of Comrunity Imter-Relatlons, which shuld atudy the
posaiblliity of apilylng to other countries ths methods of Mignting snti-
Semitism now introduoed by the CCI in the United Stet:as)

9. & Ynrth Departuent.

e It iz su-gestéd thnt the regfonal eprroseh should suterislize ln th

creation of Join desig cof tha RJC end the Institute of Jewigh Aff.ire.
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The Worid Jewish Cepgross has ci Tesent regiomal Jdes.s [ort
pustrla (Dr. Kerbach). Ozechoslovacis (Prof. Peruts), Jerzany (Nr. Yocoby),
and Polund (5r. Foilakoxies).

The lascitute ins dea.s Jur Huagary (Raddl Plscasr) snd Tumsains
(irs. Schnaaifer).

It la ;roposed tank des.s L3 added for Bulgarle~Yugoslavia, end
ior Fr:noe-delglez~fiet leri s o Liicib sudgs

All desis usuld be plueed wiizc the joiad nemagement of the “orl:
Jewlsh Comyreds end bhs lu.iitubu, which wld shore equally In “heir ex-
sengesB. Thels s6IViGEd wucit be . e wvuilabls to the varisus nendis of

deartoente ol She fuaviszor

£y

Zoeneil on Furopeen Jedish Affwirs,

G« For Voe new

%0 sachlnery hos o8
yeb Deen provided since in Lule respedt we are stdld in » e ol ol ex-
joimdabaiion. Howsver, tlere iu ao doubt that this rvistlonship eannct
succeed uniens wme give ib owr sincere snd full eslliborstionm sad onre Jetorw
mibed to Bake Lhe aslebior, Eccrifices of tloe and crastirs in oxder %0 ex~
ehange informucion, asve fosaic: wewsblings and . gree an a dlstrioution =f

sgtivitien,

i, Tharo is ganeral s reesmnt that the time haas not come to dipsolve
the former European Representative Comnittess, Some of then may srove in-
valuable instrumenta {or the wimning over of sheir communitiss abroad [or
the Congress idss, sany of them discharge imporsant duties ns ehsansle of in-
formation on and contast wikh thoir forwer oonstituenciss, ss agéncies of re-
ilief for their peoyle on the obher uide, 28 ;ressure grou;s causble of in-

fluencing by their standing in the US the poligy of thelr governments in Jewlish
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astters. They ramain excelient wediums {or fundraising jurposes,

It Le therefors assumed that the Rurepsan committees snd the Advisory
Council will ecuntinue to exiat, There shsuld be & ehange of nsme, They
ahould be ealledr Advisory Council on Furopesm Jeelsh Affeirs o2 the Torlid
Jewish Congrean, justrian Comnittee (ar “olglan Committes, etc,).

2. However, if 1t 1a edmitted tha? tno Crunci) and the Puropean [
nittees are an asset for the Congress, it should e realized that = y-Ij
serious effort ls necessary to usintain them amd yetain thewm.

Sinco the dapartaent for Burujesn 2ffnirs bme been abolished, they [oel
nagleoted, Thelr unensiness has inersased nifter $he liberation o trnelr com-
sunities, waleh has ;laeed them Lrunsitorily in en esbigeous situsbtion wilis
wmaltlylying thelr problema snd worrics,

Thore ahould bs 2 msea t0 kaly VUwes unburden Lthempelves, and i: should ‘¢
the chairusan of the Coordinsting Comnittes 6f the Adviseyy Council. Sceraver,
it 18 oot easmy %o fill &his post, The functiom reculires s perfact -wovisdse
of tae Conzress! ;oliey and ectivitdes, .ni can Do fally diseharged only b
sopebody who attands the ssetings of the 1{Tice Comzittes and receives tie
material destined {or its mssbers, Even #o, he would weed the help of an
assistant who would be In charge of ilwse problems, whieh are cownon to the
varicus egmuitiees, Here the®desia® wouid be of partieuler value,

As & temcorary solutioa, the Sacretary Oenersl might assume the chalirman—
sty of the Coordinating Comnittse sad try to perforw its Jutles wit:: the wuld
of & speelnl assistant, Howevsr, axverience will have %o prove rhelier tLis
arrangessnt can be zore than a solution of exsediemsy.

Some inforsetion om the scope of tie cotivities of eertain Furopesn boe-
mitteas will be found under Appendix 1, It siould be added here thet bhs
reasons which psy bBave militoted in the pest for the existenge of a g selal
Polish Departusmt unfertunstely no lomger oxist.

The gquestiom of the relatioms botween our European Committees und the
Landamanstaften will bave 40 bs Saken up b a later date.



Thia is a body whieh has to be ressupcitated,

The incressed im ortanse of sur Letln-fmericen communities zince tbe
frxteful reduction of Eurqiean Jewry need noht be stressed, It Is -ensrslly
agresd tint wa cannot cantinue to comsidar Lhesm merely no o zodrge of Soe
fome for sar ;oliticel snd rellel sotiviiies.

%o muest asmist Liea In the orgunisabism of thelr cosunal nnd sconouic
11fe, in the builiing of Lhelr institutioms for Jewiash edugatlon anc vuitare,
in creventing the dwngers of anti-Semitiss in wilening their uslie o inion
for tas understanding ef our croblems.

Jars {ron Latin-dme-lean countrieg aze so {royuently in tle Units]
Btates that it chould not be diffieult 50 have meckings of the Iuter-
Aserican Jevish Qouncil three or [our tizes & yeer, and to bsve reguiarly

8 direet exchange of visws om matters of commom intorest.

IIX. Jesreharist Generel

It 15 assumed that the lagis of the Segretary General sre the lollowlngs

i. To follow 5 the sxecution of the policy lsid down snd deeclsions
taken by She coapstend bodlies of tue Dongress;

2. 7?0 coordinate the zctivibies a{ the werious depurtuents, agencles,
officas, uni ssctions ef the Conirvawsj

3+ 70 attend %o the interurgsnlzatiomal relstions of the Congreas;

4+« To take charge of sugh tuaia as do mot fall »ituin the ecmpetsnce
ai rn existing de;xrtaent, Yany of these duties ppemup: ose = constant
perasasl awrepess of the situatiom in the warious constituencies mnd usy
require not iafrequsst although short visits 40 our azust impoarbaat offloces,

5. To re.ort periedianlly to the conpstent bodies of the Coniress on the
ovarsll agtivitles of the Cemgress znd to keey informad of these overall

!’ic&iﬂua.‘
Thene tasks cannot Le dlscheryged witbout $he help of s leant two aasiste
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cnts and a ragesreh fallow,

¥, Adnipistantive Seocretarist

The Alvinistrative Seerehary 1s in cinrjz 50 4w tagmicsl sxeeution

of the “arld Yewish Congress wamk,
In conneetbion with the adsinistrative moretarist, two rolloapg gould
be eoncidersed:

Ly Filing 0ffica.

The {iling olfice of the WIC 1s in an embryonic at:te, Two secciwiurics,
asgisted by ome cierx, a.useevwed into en insdequate rvom, »re overselmcd
with the osurden of their gurrent sspijmments, While the Zmericrn Jawisl:
Congress wnd the Inastitute bave lon, since realised the eadential innort.res
of watindiesl and u; to date c.asaificetion, thmip sorvice hns slveis Seon
the stesoldld of the KJC., The ifuet tict ouy £iling sersonrel Is ot ol aou
in a coaltieon, ins ite of resl sbilit; -nd wmlimited devotiom, to ;ruvidie Lioe
inguirer lmiedlately u . »n re unel with t: complete and organlzed drCiuianbthe
tion wantad on 2 goecille .ublecty, luposen sadibionel wirk sul resesre: sn
thwas tho camnot rely em tiair meuory,

It 1p suggeoted that tue [lllng oIflee Yo given the ersoncel it nozds
and the spece 1t nreds,

2. Fremiges

e hevs byen legiing z.vce [rom the very momeat of oar cecupation af
the prrsent preaiges, All cur rooms sxe crowled, “nd thix resuits Lo o logs
of ensrgy, working hours, uan-  restige for the Congresas.

Tie hove no wiiting roos; no jusst room Im whieh our nusersus viasitors
froa zorosd could attend 47 the coah Susiness which brousht thes b0 the
States; tiere is a miagis vist room for the 250 cevple gtall of thwe Lhrre
organizstions | Zub even »osrt froun thess "luxurdles, we sye zsversl rodas
skark,

1% 1la geggested fLst a flad to accomodate 3ome ten sdditional rvoms be
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rented st once, The De;nritrent of Rollef and Rehabilitation should be tne

first to zove there,

It 15 orojozed that this swrvioe, which bes no connectiop wilh g iot ,
should be attached £ the Adninistrative Sseretarlst { zes under “eliap on
Rebnbilitation).

b tio

The soope of the sotivitles of L:is de. criment as cavisazed by Desoiuliop
III on Relief and Helmbilitatiom sdopted b, t:e Atlmmtic City Conferciie, rnd
Dr. Federbuseh's 7 Pointa Quitline of Margh 1945, is extresely wide and r: il
tious,

Evex 17 our ilmsediate progrsi be 1lsitad Lo ons or two of the iteny su~
gested, this means one of 4hs zost erduocus unisrtakings upom which we tuve eyor
sabarted,

The head of the departisnt should be glven 2 desemt oudget, = -cszlstant
¢nd a tegshnleal colledorator for the collesting wnd dispadening of bos:a,

The work of the Com:ittee for tie “ucovery apd Yonservstion of Jewish.
Cultural Property, whiah Le under his juri.lictlom, will reculre the z . u.iot-
nant of a cometeni soeeisl dslegete to e sent o weatern Lfurore oud olicr
accossible countries,

v nfo

Here agzain is an exbryonle de.srt-ent, Many good collavorators are af-
fillated with 1t, but thelr work is uncoor.iinnted, sad mobody lws beon dealy-
nuted to advige thea on ths Consress policy =nd om what is news to sur alnis.
Soze act ander the ervonecus im resasfon thot the department ls exclusively =
Comgress wublicity oubfis and tint wefd nre merely iaterestsd in raiscaes wilg:
rive us sume kind of credit,

It iz assumed that the decrtzept of Infuraation has the folldwbg tesss:
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a- Taforestizn on the -etiwitl o of the Sonzregs and on events
ve oan;sidcr 1sportent 4o be imowm;

b- Dlaresinsbion of tle Lonyrers idezs snd the poliey sdvocuted by
the Counsress;

¢~ Pregontation ol Dancdsmertael Joviat croblems o the Jewiah rad
non~Jewish nirile;

4~ Publication of T=i%e Paners on Con reds wohlevesents in greater
fialds >f sctivity;

e~ Tublisstiom of tin racords of Con.ress “onferences.

For the directioz end goordinstion of so menifold activitias, the
sppointzent of a dspertaoent head, well versed in the knowleigs of Jewish
affalrs cnd in ;ublic relotions teghnics, 13 essentlal.

The Dausrtuent shonld Yy ve thre following divisionss

Loeonelen and

This division works :tiafactarlly end wmlid fpnrove 1L (L received
regular divectione, A srogran o nlarged agtivitlez i undar oonsidars.
ticn, The sere iviston eoul? be in shorge of tha Anglo-Jewish 'Tess, with

the 2zzigt-nse 727 2 road troxslator,

This divielon ng vor«ed sot!sfestorily on the otcasiom of the dtiantie
City Conference; w1t 1t hrs not eiccesdad in zetding through the ¥I0 jless
el activities In normal ti-esr,

3, _Jewish orose shyesd (Fa, Tukersen)

The Jowish ¥5»14 Yaws Servies ia un-uesticnally s wery ;rosilsing iaitist-
ive, Fovever, hsre ancther srtraze nsy be abwarved, Informstion ig too o7ten
glven for the were make of infarartfon, Trere s too ilttle nawe connectad
wit the olificel 4nincin- of the Conerers, This gltusilon esn he renedied

by steady contacks and sxclunge of views,



I Jen't {hins that Dr. Jeer's Julletin wus intended to replace the
*rewlan Coumut,® The dlasgieciw.te o the lstber Les beon & £rent lasu,
L ogRVu AL axcelient presectetloa of our Munlasental roblems snd was ¢
soures of reciusu.t informstion ou our viows Lo Jows and non-Jews alile, Iic

Aabiication Gusild be resumed,

Althougi L "Congress Yew iy® le ns inuthplese of the ¥orld Jewish Cone
gress, it ddcocuerges in exobaln cenpechs Lo duties of sueh an orgsn ag Dsro»d
the Eng.ish reading Josish ;i $n 4ho United States 1z ooncernsd, b noed,
in addltion, a Yiddish ;arlodicel jor tis Yiddlsh reeding publiie 1u the Stutes,
Canads, Lhe Lodin A:ericax 6s.ntriss, =nl Zurupe. It mould do us excellent
service in Pulastine ans wall,

5y Zoouler pam hiebs on fundissntal Jewlish sroblexs for the Jewigh publie,

The jrogran diasgusaed in June 134, concerns itsell with a prest nwusber of

oroblems that have a rather indireck reletdon to our activitiea, 4x is knowm,
tae first four monogre:hs will desl with these subjects:

Joviet Jewry Yelween two mra - Jacob Robingon

Jewish #igrations - Ben Ealpern

Haxi Self-Iudictment - Alfred Werner

The Amsrioan Jewish Commmnity between twe wars ~ Judah Pilon,

It 1s suggested that mt lsast belf of the .amrhiets to be lgsued miuuld
neve the charneter of the one containing Dr, Soldwammds sddress tm Atlsatic Cit.,
and the one Ur. Eobingom mow .ropares on the San Freneiseo Cisrter, Eome brow
churas swuld aiso deal with thuse Congress setivitiss during ths war which can

now be told,

The non-Jowlish world is not iniorzed of the mwegnitude of the Jewiak tregedy,

nor does 1% kmow the story of Jewlsh aercizm, eta,



I thoik herve I shyuld yisld to Pp, Rabinson, rixc wroke to se om July 7th
on the Institutels fature, For our rresend axmmination, the essential %:ing

N

to retadn g tLal the {nstitubts ff to contlaue st lesst far snctler 0fser

i

yoar. The text of Ur, kobinson's seuorandum follows:

ws  SH2 dapiitubs 57 Fowish A77eira ves mot croebed a3 B cevuanent

instituiion, In tiae coneept hobh of its suthor and of the Forld

DRSS ¥ Cawssa, 15 a2 Llal%ad temms of refarsnee: io srenare
the ;lans for a poslvar Jewlsh settlemsat on ths besis of the ex-
rarlenss ¢ Lie Loug Asalatlios and of the factual eitustion of the
Jexliak people fn ths world st the snfl of hostilitles. Ir view of the
tragie dynemles of bi» Jowiab situation during the xar, the eaningy of
reoords, tisir analysic o’ synthetis deseription wss added to the
srdfdaal vojschlve of Lne Lustitobs of Faxish Affalrvs.

Ze & darvey of ibs pubiiestlions =94 uppublisbed mexorands revesls
that not a singie probiea =0 the Jwelsh cresent and future re-
rainad unzervtinizet, To finisn sur sssiomzent, the following

ITour studies wsre %o be oonoletel;

(a) The Conseuercos »I the ¥ir for the Juws in tle ¥or-Stricken |
Aress {dwe in Japtember).

(b} Tho Crime fgelish the Jewlsh Tsople (4 detetled re.srt on sll
bhe successive slagee of the process of destruction).

s:; Ragbtorubtlion »of Javish Rights inaal}"h end texta),
Bugan Riginbe and Pundecental Sygedoms in the Charter of the
Tulted N=tlaa.

Stadieg % o~ 3 ovn Aue by the end of 1945 and net later than the
S.riag of 1946.

3Some mesoreads on aisor Jroblems sad sup;lezents of sxiasting
studies {Meliel sad Ruwbilitation, Indemifisction and Zeperstions,
Jewish Refugees) are ecvipaged,

Allowing for unCsressen exigencies, ithe program of the Institute
of Jreieh 4275 1ra will Ys comileted not lster tnem July 1, 1946

e Duxlag tho Sourse of tuiz flegrl yeep (July 1, 1325 - June 30,1346},
nhich cun he eonsidernd a transitory period im the 1ife of the In-
aedbute, the (uestliiz — whistzer or nad the Institve should con-

tinmus - shouis be solved, Ihe reassning mentioned above in Section 1

soebie in fawer of 2iagontinelpg. Rosingt 2lzeevtlmwing =0 rte sddeced

the srguzent $hat the Jewish Peo;le neods a eeptyel body £or informs-
tica, docuasnlitlon, rsse.rol cod spslyalis. Per retainiag the omistfl

Institute of Jewieh éffairs, Lhree sdditionul srguzents asy be sdvanceds
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{a) It has won itself = re.utstion which should ast be lightly
dropped,

Eh} It has trained professional and cther ersomiel.
It has orested & sysbem of Jewish war nnd Post-War Aronives

which, while ebte, represzeats s valusble entryo Jor &
Jowish Ristorical hives of the period of osur .restest
digsastar,

4. 8Should the Institute eontinue, msny changes in its structure,
organization and personnel will heve 4o be garried out, ssiong
which the foliowing are cited sxempii gratiass

(a) Sasie orientation on Amsrican Jewry (Continent) und
o08;ee¢lially the Jewry of the United “tstes.

(b) Contimaation of the Arehives and subifestion of »
spesial querteriy, XENEMRER, eontaining documents snd
artliclez of the eatastyophs,
Ixtauxlion of the service of information =ad docuwentation
to other ;ares of the world then Rurope.

s&; Adding zore sserissas %o the professionsl staif,

e) A pomt-graduate full-time tralning course (3 yeerast) for
porsons desirous of dewsding thelr life to the Jerlsh cause
in the world or in the United States.

5. It ls obrvisus that eonditions of work, financial fac¢ilities snd
personnel will hawe to be adjusted %0 thw new ovjsctives, The
Asaricen Jowigh Congress snd the World Jewiash Congress will heve

to take the detision with regaxrd to this reconstruction,

The tosks of this de srtment esn be divided as follows:

l.  Jvarall legal snd ;clitieal problems of sn internationsl gharsstar,
ineluding thuse conuwchbed with t)w seace settlement and the work of the United
Eations orgenisation (War Crimes, Indemifisetion znd Separations, Protection
of Minositiss, Intermstional ¥ill of Eights, Eeonosic mnd Soeisl Councll, Qut-
lawving of Anti~Semitiss).

2. Legal and political cuestions in cowmbrics where the Jewlsh comsunities
are either not strong enough to stund on their own fest, or reguest our inter-
vandion (libersted exum¥ries, Woroceo, Nesr Kastern ruzions).

The soope of these activiiles ia so immense *uet, despite tha Inastitutels

lnvaluscle eoptributioa toward digsharging tham, the de.artzsnt needs st Laast
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two sasistanta, in sddition to the Advisor on Latin Americen af’airs {Fazes
¥, Wiae) who &8 Saking care of the re resentstions {4 Fedipa ten o8 Tor oo
tim Latin Aserican Governments are concarned,

One of the asaiwtants mnst be 3:)le o ta:e over teo srerily v il g
reg;onsibllitise, if snd when 1t sh.uld be asessiary for tie latier to aibose
intornational oonferences.

There aj:.ears to 58 no need aay wore [or a speelal sdvisor om Pronc:

sff alrs,

1. The taaks of this department rs; be smweed up sz follows:
a. To assist in the establishrent in eash sountry »f sn organiaoed Jooish
coummnity on o democwatic basls and affilixtzd with the KJU;
To estublish, in xll countries whare such & body does not alren..
exist, a re;yresentation on & democr:tic bmals of the organissd Jewish con-

manity;
To establish, where mugh & {ull r¢ resenbation 18 n:t .ossible n

body on an orgunizational buais covering all tonse aymyathetic to the wore
1deals of the World Jewlash Congruss;

b. To aalntaln eontmet with tie ¥IC affiliates all over the world;

¢. To organise 1nternnti.6aal snd regiane)l ewpferences of the WJC,

dppeniix IT will zive an ldem of the souje of problems wi.ieh coniront Lhi;
deartment,

2. It ie suggested thst tie hexd of $he Organisstion Pepartsant beve o .ree
assigtantsy ane in charge I the iestern Hermigphers, one for the Fure .ean
countries (Grest Britain and USSR exce ted), asd & $hird for the recainin, countrhe

As The lagortan:e of assiduous rsail conitzobs mot only with our constituencies
Tut also with the lesding orsenslitles in tisav constiturmcles emuzwt L ovor-
ow; nasized. The confidmtiel ¥onthly Lettsr wahieh the Zeerstary General intends

%o sidress 2o cur hommes de confiznce begisning Octover lst, in order to inform
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them of the Congresa lifs, omanot replave a more personsl exchense of idess
and inforastiam on local deovelo ments, Thia shounld be one of the busis ol
the assistants to the orgunisstion departwent.

However, corres. ondenee Gannot substitute for personal contachs, ea e
edslly in ths libersted countries or in countrles in shich the Congreas hxa
nefther afiilivte nor office. There the organizati nal work will have to be
done through oulasaries, sent by :nd responsibla to the Few York headouarters.

4e The guestion of deceutralizatioa has lately takem much of osur time,
It ralses an urgent izsue in South Americe: BShould ths authority of the
Congresa Exeoutive be delagated to our re.resentative in South Austica [or
ell astters eoncerning Latin Anerlcsn coumtries, «nd sho ld se envisage a
siailar srrengement for wssiern Barope?

The lasson of soue recent troubles is that it is indispansabla %o ave
one ceatral autlority znd oaly ae. Reglonel ofilces shcull be ziven a
certain autdnomy, but under no gireumstances saould thney glve lustructlons
in asjor matters to nther uffices nor sbould heslquarters rensunce the right

of amintaining direct conteets with the #J0 constlivencleg everywherse,

The resolutions of tiw Atlankic City Conferencs have Lmposed om the
Exscutive the Ysagred duty" of strengthening the ralief and rehabilitstion
activities. Although we bave not mada “ewery effort to secure from 'our!
affilinted bravahes in all parts of the world the sum of ten miliion dollars
for this work,* our oblligation $0 do the work samnot be questioned.

It 42 assumed that we will be zulded im the choice of our relief w=ork
by tiree criteria: a) limitation end consenbraiion boecsuse of limited asans;
b) not charity bub reconstruebion; c) no compstition mnd duplicstion unless

principles are involved,
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It is also assuned that se2 will concentyate the maximum of our efforts
on tas gbild resgus program,
The departaent sbould have the following devisions:

ie Displeced Persons (Dr. 7. Steinm, to be al2zo the Jecratary of the
Depertment),

Contects with milibary sutherities, imtergovernsental and intercational
agencies, Jewish displaced groups, Shsylains, ete,

2y Locasion {ifr, Finkelstein).

This Division hus 50 far ecllected ever 135,000 nsmes of dispisced jpersons,
whish is probably the largest com;ilation of such meterial in tha world,

It 1» suggesteds

(a) that the comtacts with the pudblie in the U5 be tacen over by the
Apsrican Jewish Congress;

(b) that = subgaription servics be opened %0 thope who would like the
names of the relatives they are looking for to De ghecked on esch of the lists
recalved;

(e} 4hat a series of volumes be published sontaining each soas 25,000
nanea either of deported, or af located people, Yor instance, a4 volume contein-
ingthe ncmes of the 26,000 Jewa deported from Belglum, l;th indiestion of plscess
and dates of birkh; four volusss conbaining the namss of the 118,000 Jews de-
porbed from Frence; sne or two volumes with the names of people found in Jersan
campz, ete, They wuld be a preat contribution to Germany's indictsent, and
of lasting bistorieal intsrest.

g, (Wr. xurt E, Grossmen)

This Diviaion ig actlng sz "Comaittes for Overseas Hellef Suppiles®
registered with the %ar Eelisf lontrol Board,

It enjoys the cooperstisn of the Zomen's Piviaiom of the Aserlcan Jewiah
Congresza, woleh ip solisoting the oclothes in ths US, «nd of & speclal Health
Comiittes widch oaollsctes xediocanenmbs.

It also takes care of the dranemission of individual parceis to cerdains
souabries.



g (¥r. Rurt R. Grossmaen)

Beveral of our Puwmwpeen Committees have ralsed in pagsed years givstentlal
anounts of mwoney for reseus work benefiting their former communities, * sy now
can be gobillzed for the rehabiiitatiom of these gommunitles, he Selgian Com-
rittee, [or instance, has estubliahed a zpecial rellef or;;&ni;ntion, waleh hoa
brought togethsr scme 2125.,300 end has receutly slloasted some 122,800 (1 wililon
Belgian frnncs) for the children work of our friemds in Belgiuw. Other comclittees
shouid bs indused tc follow suit. |

Ly ©Cndid gare Division (Miss Hild)

The sain juryose of this Division should be %o filmance Jewish children's iomes,
whereln the childran who are st ;resent placed with nom-Jewish [amilies or in-
stitutions should be regroupsed and given un sducatiom, which should (a) eliminate
the traces of complexss foraed by years of rersseution durlm; whigh the children
had to deny their arlgin; (b) mnke them useful sembers of the Jowish peopls and
of the gountyy whereim tasy life, due stress being laid on the place of Palestlire
in Jenigh 1ife and future; (&) direct t'ie® 2# much a3 posaible boward mmnusl and
teghnical skills,

The fundralaing device to Le used should bs the loatar parenis :lan, every
pledie ta be requastad in ths forn of a five or ten years contraet, wo thil we nay
have sope sisurance that tho cucmiiments we will emter will be Juaranteed Jor e
nuxber af years, and thnt our owotegeg olll mot find ticupelves suldeniy in a
dire ;ilzat becsuse of our lnaLility %o reise the funda necessary [or their supports

Foater urenta (or rathor fod-parents) should mot be given any faise hope
for futurs udéption or .ersisul faf.unnoce an the ¢hild's [future,

Our azbitian should be %o find ten thiusund foster paremts, paying eacn 2300
rer year, which would perm’t us to inf{lusade tos fulure of some thirty to lorty
thousand ehlldram, We woauald support ops fourth or ona third of toe bud‘-get.. af ihe
homes w#o would suveldize, rovided (2) an agressant i2 re-ched zg to the program

of education and (b) we are ambitlod £ one or two delegetes om the administratiw
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It iz proposed that in additlom to chlldren!s homes, we undertase, jointly
vith the Jewish Agency, s ;rograz of Bate Boar or homee for adoleseents, offer-
ing living zrezises and some substitute for s family life to youngstera in their
teens who lost their parewts. Thay would not neeessarily be hachsgiern hoses, but
in many cases they would be an exsallent preparatien for haci-sciura life. Jur
ehavre in the finansing of thege homes would come ocut of the relisf momey receivad

from Latin Ameriean eouatriss.

To be dia.muod afber rTeceli;t of Lt. Usiskin®s re;ort,

& Courses on Jewigh Socisl Werk (Mrs. Varchaver)

Ths first experiment im these courses ean be ecoueldered = suctesst 54 cert~
ificates were Llesued after candidates ;assed thelr final exaninstion. Tue ex-
penses waore about $4,200. It 1s sa;zested that these Gourses be continued, How-
evsr, the lectures should not bs limited to topies of soeial work; thay would
include Jewlsh political and cultarel problexs and Congress ideology. It i3 of
great importance that the thousands of ®clvil servants® em;loyed in Jewlsh in-
stitutlons be educated to thimk af Jewiah affairs in a Conjress xinded manner
and to understand and maprort our apiresch.

It iz also sugiested that the gending of soeisl workers to Rurore hegome
a dewinite part of our rehebilitation program,

e

The obhor services of the Department should either be trmnaferred or liguid-

3 If the Averiean Jewish Comgress 1w not willing to

take over tais service, it should be il.uiiated, For the cuses in which we [eel
bound to intarvene, Mra. Pueihs =nould tese caTe of them in ecoperstion with ¥r,
Spiegler.

b 0,3 Thig service nes no comaection with the

Departusnt of Relisf and Eebabilifation snd should be atbstchad to tbe sdministrst-
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ive zecretarist, in sgreesent should be cunciuded with sither ¥z, fockar

or a trevel agency %0 take care of sagh matters.

over to tre Instifute for the uue of thw Legul ind Folitiesl Perurtzsnt, Toe e.4

doint Comnitloe on Amdiretien ko Lotin Americyg should be dissolved.
Lo The iivisopy Oounedl unm Belief an? Eshabilitation should be given uy,

Howevar, ihe subecomiifter an health oiwuld comtimme to ssglet the Diwlsion for

Oversers Fell~f %up lles, The sub-eom:uittes far ehild crre ghould dissolve siter
n faw 07 1t: wenbsms Seve heen & o0 Led serbers of 4 (nild Care Consulteiive

Cor:iitee, %o he aroated chortly.

Xl Jinences
l. ¥e have no treasurer; chet.s ar: heing signed by such two ssmbers of

the Jffice Committes a8 bap-en to be asvailable; a Pimande Comzittes passes on the
expengses in two balf bour mestings o wes:, This is the funtastic nituat.h.;.»n.
It ig & mirscle that there has heen as je4 no linsmeisl brezidown of the Con:ress,

Our tressurer should be the msnager of sur finanees, He phould plan sueed
our caz-aigns in various countries and look sut for squalle, His M copousie
ahould not amount to s alpgle punngesy tihe cubting down of expenses xs the only
renady for our finaneisl diffiguities.

He cannot De & leyman, And should & Laynan be netessary for gusstions of
preative -shich 18 dou - he s.ould heve a first class assigtunt as finanelisl
aspager, Thers should be & alear distinetion betwsen {inanes ssaugozsnt and
baok kesping,

2. 48 Teyorted st the Office Committee meetinz of June th, it i fortune

stely not true that relief =ad reccue monrles hove besn uaed ofor adelnistritive

exyenditures. The conbrery 1s the Gase, Durimg $is period from Jetoder 1, 1944
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ustil May 31, 1945, we spenmt 467,045,96 more for relisf znd resoue than we col-
lected, and $36.583.03 less for political nnd administTeiive exjenses thst we
received for those purioses.

3+ The Congress tiget sbould be = Ziebal budgst, fha atztarent of the
receists nd Alshursements Tor the fisosl vens eniing 5n;tnabar LILE shauld De
relersed., It should taclude the re¢wipta and disbursesents of the Axericsa Jowlal

snd Swiss
Congress, the Rritisn, 9welfs), Franch feetions, ate,

4o Camralzac ahaild nov bo linldsd 40 the Tastern Healmphere, Engixnd hina
made & 004 starty But there ava rlso Geedsn end Switasrland, Therz are sows very
wealthy Jous in the Vihernted courirlez, Tihere s Rorth Afrlgs, there 15 Austrelia,

Tree Pinente Dersrbmant rnat have e stz f of truvellin: fundrsirers,

5. In this copueation e dacislon should ba reacthed eoncerning fundrsising in
thaee United States.

These 1z no doubt that the moxisum whieh the Anericen Jowlsh Congress csn get
fros the welfzre funde ls parity with the other so-csiled dafanse agencisg, The
Forl: Jewish Conzress snd Imstituie itars 4o not inerease the ¢hences of the AJC in
thias reajsct, ad tha three comulssions on Cozamity Inter-Relations, to Cumbet Dis-
erimination, and on Law snd Legislastion ave a sufficispt justificstion of its cleis
for varity with the Acericnn Yeslsh Joawittee and $hs 3'nal drith,

It 12 the i=-rageion of so.e 37 our Prieads tond 4 Lha ET0 sould .;iy aopar-
ately %0 the welfar~ funda through an Asericen 2gene; 32 "Frisnds of tua Torld Jewish
Congrens,® 1t nay wall ottain & status silah would be loternsdiary usiseen 4wt of
the overassas rellef agznciss and ths Aericsn dafense ave:nies,

Baplides, the asseal of the WG i 30 stron; that in savy tonpunltiles o limited
mnber of >eoule could ruise amounts Infinitely highar thmarn those recuastold frea the
welfare funds,

It 12 miyreasbed:
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a, In thuse Gommupillec wierc Lhe imerlcan Jewisbh GCongresa ganslders
i1t 4c be in 1% laterest %0 a.ply % the mifare funds batsuse 1t expects o
substanticl slideation, it should do se, Eowew er, a separste ap;lication
should bs Filed for thm [pssitute of Jewlah Affairs,and she EJC.items should
A0t be nealidned.

o, Tug RIGC savuld be given tue posaidilivy %0 apply for allooation to

a puzbier of otiwr welfasrd {aais, so as Lo be shis to fight for a status higher
than thet o0 tua Jdeleuss agemsies.

¢, Tha W0 shoulc also oe given toe opportanity of asking « drive in s
nuaahr of coswnities wilch zre ot on the fundraieing prograa of the Averienn
Jsuish Congress for tbe nexb fisgal year. It ehould be a drive for the [wl-
ivicul actdvitise of the vORLD JEALSE GONGRESS, se that no rf;;aﬁ;aiian be
AGCADBLTY .

7,10.1946-1%




CRGANIZATIONAL BLPORT e

First RiEf Yorld Jewish Cengress August 8-15, 1936, Geneva, in Batiment
Blectoral, the hell where -the Agsextlies of the League of %atisns took
place before the new Leagsuz of Yaticvns Jalldlng wes erectdd,

Three nre-Canfarannest
1) septemdbar 4.3, 1932 in Gensva with 120 delegater
) 1923 -~ Genevs
3) 1934 -~ Geneva

These pre-Conferences resultsd in the unanimously sdopted resclution
te call a World Jewlsh Corgress danocraticelly elected. Untll tke con-
vocation of this firat Congrenss, the Executive Committee of the Teorld
Jewish Congress was in charge of tha zctivities and preparation of the
firat Congress, The membere of the Executive Committees for the Yorld
Joewigh Congress and of the Txecutivys of the Committes of Jewish Adele-
gatlons wore the followingi: Dr. Stephen S5, ¥ise, Dr. NHahum Goldmann,
Mr, Bobert Bollask, Rabbl 5. Brad, LCC M. E. Davia, Ierael Jefroykin,
Dr. J. Hallmann, ¥r., J. Lesastachinaky, Mr. leaasc Baiditoh, Dr. M. ¥uroek,
Mr. A. Reiss, Dr, Henryk Rosmarin, Ratbl I. Rubinstein, Dr, L. 3ilder-
schein, Dr. A, Tartakowar.

In May 1932, Dr. Goldmann returning fron the U. S., upon the reqguast
of Dr. Wise (“merican Jswish Congreas) and Bermard 5. Deutssch{ (Presi-
dent of the Ameriscan Jewlah Congress at that time) ocalled for tho
first Conferanoe; he was assisted by Hrs. KXate Enopfmacher.

Committes of Jewish Delegections headed by Lao Motzskin, ones of the
compensnts of the World Jewish Congrsss. lLaadquarters from Saptemhar
1832 until April 1933 wera in Barlin, but after Hitler's rine to powesg
they wore trand#ferred to Ganeva. Afier the death of Leo Motezkin in
November 1933, Dr. Goldmanrn was alected Chairman of the Committes of
Jewish ddlegationa, and in January 1934 the office of the Commitiee of
Jewlgh delegrtions wae declared headquarters of the Exscutive Committes
of the Torld Jewish Congreas. La siege sociale {legal seut) remainsed

in Geneva,

The London branch was establishsd in under Dr. Mamrice
L. Perlaweig and in the U. S, the Amerigan Javwish (ongress acted as
branch of the VWorld Jewish Congress.

In the first World Jewish Congress August 1938 delegates took

part from 33 gountries, {Algeria, Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Brasil,
fxxpixzxfxiinxxtainnx Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Colembia, Csechoslovakia,
Danxig, Egypt, Englend, Estonia, Finfkldnd, ¥rance, French Pretectorates
and Colonies, Greeco, Italy, Jugoalavia, latvia, Libya, Lithuania,
Morocco, Palestine, Peru, Poland, Tortugal, kumanis, Spain, Switzerlaaid,
Tunisia, United States). The names of the delegates to the first

Yorld Jewish Congress are ligted attached. Atter eight days of delid-
eration, the f£irst World Jewish Congress eslected an Executive Committes,
an Administfative Committes and a Counail of the FWorld Jewish Congress.
Dr, Stephen 5. Wiee was slected Chairman of the Executive Committes,
Membars of the Executive Committes: Robert Eollack, Marc Jarblum,
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lerael Jeafroykin, 7Ir, L. L. Fubowitzlki, Isanag Naiditeh, Dr. M.
¥urqoek, Rav. M. L. Perlzwelig. Au the headquartvexs of the Torld
cewish Congresa wers 50 ve io Paris, the mewbars of the izecutive
Jommittes wers phoudn wcsordiag e tyqir reaiderce in the vricinity
o ¥Peris. Tue following wwere olected as soministrative Committes

ai bi.e Congress: Relbi 1. Alcalay, Dr. H. Baroun, Pen Zwi, Had¥hi Meler
Harlin, M. Birlepolski, Lr. A. Blunm, Rabbi §. arod, lioria Carp,

Ur. Meyer Ebner, Rabdbi U. iisaendreath, lwidore Epstein, Dr. Jooeph
Fischer, Pr. &. Gerfonkel, Leon Gellman, Abrebem Boldtsrg,

Dr. Angado Goldetein, Ir. L. Gottlieb, 1. Crunbaum, Dr. I. Fellmann,
Dir. R. Hovsche, Dr. M. Kleinbaum, Dr. 4. Kramer, M. Kirsghenbaum,
Dr. Se 7. Kahane, Prot, Horace M, Kallen, W. Latgky-Bertoldt,

Jacod Leatschinsky, Berl Loskar, Dr. 8. Margoshes, Prof. Jerome
Michael, Dr. B. kossinsonm, Hathén rFerlman, ,b. X. Prylucki, Ing.

A. Keiss, Dr. R, LocmaTin, Rebbi 1, Rubipetsia, Dr. I. Sehipper,

Dr. 1. Schwarsdat, Dr. A. Silberschein, Max Silverstein, Joseph
Sprinzak, Louis Segzl, Re.bbl Jarry ¥9. Stern, I. L. Szcgeransky,
Rafael Szeressewski, K. Szozupakiewisz, Ir. E. Sokal, Dr. Emil
jommerstein, Ing. R. Strickér, Dr. A. Tartakower, Dre. Je. Tensnbaum,
M, Ussishkin, David Vertheim, Dr. Grigory Wolff., Yor representatives
of the Union of Jewish communities{ of Italy and Switgerland, one
plagce sach was reserved &s %ell as two seats for repressatativen

of Soutk American couantries.

List of the members of the Council att:ghed.

1t wae decided that the membars of the Zxecutive Committes shell
have & seat in the Admindistrative Committes; the members of the
Jmipistrative Committee sht1l have seat and vote in the Suunell.
The members of the throe bodiss have the right to appoint proxies.
411 three bodies have the right of cooptien.

$xxxk A Finange Committee wus algo eledted at the first world
Jawish Congress, for whose cooperation the Executlve Committee had
the right to ask. Under the chairmanip of Nr. Louls JSturs:, the
members of the Finance Committee were: J. Leichtman, ¥ew York,

M, H. Devtis, LCC, Lecmndon and Feanrl de Toledo, Geneva.

Dr. Goldmamn, chairmsn of the Administrative Committee of the
¥orld Jewish Oongress, was the.head of the ¥orld Jewish Congress
in Europe, dividing bis time tmx between the office in Paris and
Goneva.

League of Nations Agsemblies, Council of the League of N:.tions in
Genava. ’

In the course of the next few ysars, a number of remaining countries
ware affiliated with the ¥WJC - Holland under the ghairmanship of
Profeesor David Cohen; Luxembourg, through the LuxembourgJdewish
community, under the choirmanship of Eadbbi Dr. R. Serebrenik. In
1939 all Europesn countriles wers affiliated with the WJC with

the exception of Sweden, Denmark, Norway, BRussia, Tarkey. Five
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countries, namely, lialiy, Jugosslavia, 3ulgaria, Finland and
Switzerlanl, we:re affliliated with the %JC through the Union of
Jewish communltieg of the raapective countrias, which applied full
magherskip to 211 alalt Jsws of tha countries in question, Ia
Czechoelorzkia, the Jewlsh Party #bica rapraseatad 3]/1 cf 3z3ch
Jewry revresented the Congreas and Palestins was z2fFfillatad turough
the Vaad lsusmi. Ir 2ll otnser covntries, comuittzes for the vorld
Jevish Ccnrregt were established, In moet of the countréée the
delegates to tlhe {ongrece wele elected through democretic elections.
In all the cther asouwntries, the elections were Leld a8 democratical ly
as possitle.

The Genava cffine was agtive in all work commected with ths League
of Nations. Patitions, memoranda, contact with the Ssoretariat of
the Leagus of Nations andeb the sessions with the delegates and
the forsign ministere. Juridical Couasslor - Jenava office - Prof,
Panl Ggggenhela.

The sxgxs FParis office had the Orgzizational Department (1937-8

#r., Beruoh Zuckerman); the Economic Cepar taent under Frof., Gecrg
ternhard; the Politicel Lepartument, Dr. X. Golémann aud K. Mare
Jarblum; Ressarch work and Archivas of the World Jewish Congreas,

Dr. Erust Knopfmacher; Publicationg - Yiddish Depariment - Tghorkkower.
Zxecutive Secreiary of the Puris office - dre. Kaopfmaonlor.

in England under the chairmanship of Dr. M.L.,Perlzwelg, the Eritish
section of the World Jewlsh Congress ves established with

Professor Brodetsky and Fhilip Guedala as Yice-Presidents; Lady
Raading

In Septemher 1939, at the outbreak of the war, the headquurters of
the Yorld Jewlsh Congress were trensferred %o Switserland as & neutral
sountry. Dr. Golémann was partly in Ueneva and partly in Paris.

vr., Goldmann, after baving visited the U. 5,, together with

Dr. Perlzweip in February end Merck 1840, and during this time

Dr. Goldmann elso visited Argeatina and wgriouns other Seuth Amerigan
ponmntries, returned to Gemeva with ths jdea of the possidilisy of
transferring the World Jewish Congraaa to the Festera Hemisphare,
The Genems office beogams, daring the first year of the war, more and
more an office for the help of the war~-stricken Jewish population

of Rurope. The politiocal activitiss of the ¥Werld Jewish Congress
ware concentrated more and core in the rParis office snd in the
Eritish Section in London.

After the fall of Franoe, it became clear %hat the hesdquarters of

the World Jewish Congress hwed to be transferred to liew York.

Dr. Goldmann came to the U. 5. in July 1940 and called Dr. Perlawelg
from London to New York, where Dr. Teartekower had already arrived &

few months before. The bsadquarters of the WJC were satabiiched in

the offices of the Amrican Jewish Congress, the branch of the ¢
World Jewish Congress for ths Unlted 3tates. 4 few months leter,
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Dre Leon Xulowitzki, Jv., Jacod Aobinson, Rabbl Irving Miller

and Mz, Earuoh Zucgkermaa joinsd the offices of the WJIC. Dr. Tartakowern
dr. Zuckarman and 3addl Millar were caopted meabaers of tha ZIxecutive,
Jthar coopted meabers of the Bxacutive Comrittss wore:

Utficers of the World Jevish Congress are the followingt Dr. Stephen
S. Vise, Chairman ef the Zxveutive Committee; Ir. Nahum Coldmann,
Vhairman of the Administrative CGomcittee; Lr, Leuis Lipsky, Chairman
of the Cowuncll; Rabbli lrving ¥illsx», Executive Secretary; Ir. id. L.
Perlzwoeig, Lead of the ?Political Uepartmeni; Iv. A. Lson Kubowitazki,
Head of the Regsouné Departmenti Jr. Arieh Tartckowsr, Hsad of the
Departmant of Belief and Aghabilitationmn; Mr. Barush Zuckerman, Head
of the Organigation Department and Inter-Amaricen Jewish Council;
iry Jagob Zoblnason, Head of the Institute of the Amarigaa and Yerid
Jewisn Congrees; ldra, ¥Xata Yanopfmaoher, Admiznistratiwe Secretary.

fglations with Latin Amsrica - At the end of 1339, the Executive of
the %JC in Parls delegagsd Dr. Jacob Hellman to Argentina, wheres he
eatablished an office for the ¥orld Jewish Congress in South America
in Jamnary 1940. Mrs. Knopfmacher, cfter leanving Switzerland in
August.l940 and after touring South .nd Centrel America, was aeked

to establish an offioce of the WJC in Mexico for the Central Amerioan
gsountries in March 1941. Jus to the sctivities of both thase repre-
s8nt.tives in Argentina and ‘exico, the contzots with the already
affiliated communities of Lutin imerics wer® strengthened rnd new
affiliations game into teing, so that et preseant all countrles of

the wectern Hemisphare ere affiliated with the WJC with the exception
of Poraguay. Dr. Hellman is still the Hemd of thoe Busnos Alres offioce,
vkereas mrs. Knopfmacher in January 1944 proceeded from llexico to

Hew York to %ake over her dutle:s in the ventral coffigce. The new
¥irector of the Central American offige is Mr, Moises Gllkowski,

The offices of the #JC and the varicus committees of the WIC in the
respective Latlan Amerioan countries are working in the organizational
fiald, in contact wlth Jewigh and nop-Jewish onganizations, contaots
with varlous governments and ocutastanding leadera of these countries
in combatting anti~semitism, bringing pressure of public opinion on
Jewish problems, desling with immigration questions, atec.

galtimgre Oonfersnoe -~ Fhe WWC in 1936 declded to convoke a Congress
every twec or three yearxs. Lowever, as the period before itke outbreak
of the war was 20 troubled politicelly, it wes not poscibls to held
demooratic elasoticns in the Jewigh compunities. Therefore, the
Congress was postponsd and 1t was not possible to convoke it.
Consequently - the Ealtimors Conferance in November 1341 - the Inter-
Apericen Jewish Counoil and thiz Yar Emerpgency Conferenae,
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Arehives - in aris the heust decumentatlon of Jewish problems especilally
ag fur i Hezlsu wes concerned. “ue Foreign Office in Loncoen and the
@usl Dorasay in Parls very often nonsulted our nrchives. ‘cholars and
Jewlien ad ason-Jo2wish eraganizations. 1687 publlcations were reaa in

the Taris oflice 3ash day, of which 40 were daily papuvrs, wesklies,
monihlisuy, at3. 7 volitisal, econemic znd culturai charastur. In all
lapguagau. & liorary of about 2000 books sapeaially from and on Nazi
Geraany.

Boysott Cowmittas,

Dr. dax Dear, slitor of Tulletin du Gougres Julf i#ondial (in rrench),
Geneva 19278 and 1939,

Geneva cflfice was Jjodned in 1939 Ly Lr. Adolf Silberschein for Relief
and Eescue, Ur. a. Silberschein and &x Gerhard Rbégasr were in charge
of thke Ceneve office from hugust 1940. They were jolned in

by Mazrec Jarblum, who escaped frox Froage to Switzerland and who re-
turned tc Frange at the end of Ssptember 1944.

Office in Lisbon -~ under M4r. lsaag Welscman.

0ffice in 3teckholm with the Nordic Section under ghairmansnip of
Dr, W:rcus Ehrenprelis. Dr. EZhrouprala wasi coopted member of the
Kxegutive in Au ust 18944 1!

Establishment of Jewilsh Haprasentativa'COmmittoe, Advisory Coungll
under the chairmansilp of ir., Leon Kubowitziki

Naiges of assistants to various departmsnts,

Office Comanittee maetlings twlece & waelk.

Clarlicel stwii - languages, traunslations, Jouranallsts.

Press Fepariments - Ben Hajpern and A, Alperin, Jewish Commsnt,
Perxenal Inquiry Jepartment {Hr. Fiaokelstein and Misa Eilb)
Relationship with the American Jewisza Conference,

Before the fllght from Parla, the arghives of the ¥JC ~ all address
liste, filling nords end correspondence, waere destroysd., The wmost im.
portant documents wore aent in 8 large boxes to Bordeaux to Le sent
to the Ameriocan Jawish Congress, but unfortunately, communications
in war~torn ¥France were so bad, that these books came to Bordeaux too
late to he shippped and had to be destroyed.

The archives in (Geneva, which wars partly duplications of the ar-
chives in paris, were hidden from place tc placs during Juikp and

July 1940, since the Germang were conly a few kilometers away from
Geneva. At that time, our pec¢ple were very such nfrniﬁ{ that from
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one moment {0 the oiher, the Germans might break the Swiss neu-
trality, and as & matter of presaution, the 4rchives wers finally
buragd. At the vime of ths invasion of Holland &nd Bslrium, the

Bost important addiress lists azd folders were soent fram Gancva

to thed Ameyican Jewish Congress in New Tork., All important memoranda
procesdliaza, wlautes of mestings, stc. were usually sent from Paris
to the Ameriocan Jewish Congress, sc that now at least part of the
documentation of invaluanle impertanae has been saved swixtx in

the 4rpohives of the American Jewssh Congress,
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REPORT OR TRE ACTIVITIES OF THE

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS IN MARCH 1945,

1. RET 0L TO

FRANOISCO CON E _ e T

Dr. Robinson and Babbi Perlzweig had a number of conwversations
with experts and members of the State Department concerning the Agenda
for the San Franclsco Jonference, Leaving aside the question of mandates
and Palestine which is being dealt with by the Jewish Agenoy, the general
Jewish intersst of the San Franocisco Conferense is based on the fact that
the el -puineiples of the nev Internatiomal Security Organization
will Dbe-#66ided and that the gquestion eof

xtiesr;
- A-on_thelold e of Nationd will 4@4@1&_
WM@*&?&*WW' T o %
- a) t wve as Jews are interested in is to see that the protection
of human rights and fundamental freedoms will be part of the prograa-of 77
the new Intermatiomal Security Organization amd will be guaranteed by it,

A

&‘,ﬁ-'“"ﬁ__:,;b_l “"We are interested in seeing that the new organisation will take
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~over the\minority trsaties from the old League of Rations until.such--time-
-arrangenentes-will

-be -Bade for thz Wl. . o
2ot haplts wg N L)X

o) ¥e want the new organization to t : ) L] 7

~of -whom several hundrgl thsisawd-mny e Jews in Eureps

statelewn-persons
after this war,

Yo subaitted to the State Bepartment several memcranda with
very concrete proposals conderaing all these matters and presented these
ssme memoranda to the other eo-sponsors of the San Francisco Conference,
Great Britain, Russia and Chima, We informed our eomstituent bodies
about our demands and asked them to get in touch with their respective
governmments in order te win their support,

¥We are clesely cooperating in these matters with the Ameriocan
Jewigh Conference whioh supports the same demands. We will send to Han
Franoisoo a delegation ocomposed of our represantatives, repressntatives
of the American Jewisk Conference and the Board of Deputies of British
Jows to aot Joiatly. The details for this delegation will be discussed
at a aeeting with the Ameriocan Jewigh Conference and representatives of
the Board of Deputlies, - We invited a representative of the British Seotion
ef the World Jewish Congress to participate in these diseussions which
will take place in Rew York,

We are preparing in book form for the govermmental delegates
at 3an Francigco an extensive report on the Jewish situation as it
exists today. In addition, a Joint memorandum together with the Aseriocah
Jevigh Conferencs and the Board of Deputies will probably be subaitted
based on the resolutions which were adopted at the Atlantie City Conferenoce.
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RESOUE PROBLEMS.

¥e are in permanent oontact with the War Refugee Board oon-
eerning the predlem :; resoue. There may be chances for getting larger
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numbers of Jews released by the German authorities. It is known that

the representatlive of the Internatienal Red Cross, Professer Burokhardt ,
is now in Germany disoussing this problem with the German authorities.
The result of his mission is mot yet known. Even if he should obtain the
release of larger numbers of Jewa, there is the very difficult problem of
transportation which has te be soived. The @erman transportation aystem
has bvoken down and trucks will have to be foumd which will have to be
sont into Germany to take care of these people and dring them out. Despite
the aifficulties whick exist and are very great, there is some reasonable
hope that it may be possible to get certaia ocategories of Jewa away rrom
German domimatien, Dr, Kubowitski, who was im Geneva, dealt with these

matters on the spot. Our permsneat representakives in Geneva are continuing

very actively to deal with this prodlem,

A very importamt part of thias activity sencerans the sending of
fo0d paroels to Jews in soncemtration Camps. As is known, our Swedish
Section has been especially sotive in this directien, MNoatha age they re-
Oelved a license enabling them to semd a large nwmber of food parcels to
Bergen Belsen and other camps, Jews who arrived im this country recently
from Bergen Belsen, on the basis of exchange arrangemeats, reported that
the internees in Bergen Belsen lived during the last few moaths primarily
orn the parcela whieh they recsived from SBteckholm. It seess that pareels
sent from other countries 4id not arriwe.

t)
Twe weeks ng.lr. Ben Rubinsteln and i;. E.movn: flew from
Lendon to Stookholm, re, together with cur permament representative

~" Mpr, Btorch, they received a new license and obtaimed also from the Inter-

Dational Red Cross the relsase of a large number of paroels.

The expenditure for the first license amounting to nearly
$100,000, was covered by the funds of a special rescue campaign which we
organigzed iz varieus coumtrlies, However, large amounts of momey are still
neaded to earry out the new progras of sendimg further parcels.

We ars also ocomstantly in econtact with ithor American governmen-
tal agencles on guestiony of exChange and similar problems conmeoted with
ressoue, | SR
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TREATKENT OF GERMAN AND AUSTRIAR JEWS IN WESTERN P COUNTY

We had to deal with thig matter in the light of reports we re-
celved stating that im seme of the Westera Eurepean countries German amd
Austrian Jews are treated as enemy aliens and are restricted in their
Revements, scmetimes even cenfined to eamps. ¥e have beem in oontact here
with the intormomutn Committee on Refugees, the State Department
and UNRRA, We hope that the situatiom will now improve, What we want to

achleve is that Jews of former German and Anstrian mationality be
ag United Nationg matiemsls M
of-their actual suthentieity.
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The contaot with the various departments of Unrra is being malpn-
tained especially by Dr.Tartakower., He had conferences with the lesaders
of the misslions which Unrra 1s go to send to Poland and Czechslovakia,
and who will open the way for Unrra’'s work in these countries.
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We have organised 1inm cooperationr with the ¥ew School for
300ial Research a course, which will last for three months, for Jewigh -~

"~ Yoluateers who are ready to go to Europe te do gocial work there, Out-

standing scholars and soelal workers are participating ia the lectures

" and the aumber of students is about JWE 33U

Dr. Tartakower also had a talk with the new Ameriocan represen-
tative of the Intergovermmental Gommittee for Refugees, Xr. Marrison,
before he left for London $9 reswne his duties there, We submitted to him
our suggestions for inoreased activitiea of the Intergovermmental Committee
and were reassured by him that he will support most of our suggestions,

EXCNANGE RATE FOR RELIEF MOMEY,

We took up the question of getting a hetter exchange rate for
rellef monsy to be sent to Prance. The existing rate of §1. for Frs.50.
ie prohibitive as the real value of the dollar is several times higher,
¥We dlgoussed the matier with the Treaswry in Washington and will take it
up with the Frenoh Government whose attitnde will be decisive., It ip
a very diffiecult problem but it is of greit importsance as not only Jewish
organlzations but thousands of individuals, who would like to help thelr
relatives &nd friends in France, are vitally interested inm 1%,

e. Lokl > T
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As you koow we established such s dspartment in the bagiining
of March under the direction of Pr. Federbusch, This Department worked
out its program whioh we attach to this report. Thro the establishment
of the Cultural Department, which will have to be developpd, a Very ime
portant new activity hag been added to our work. At the present time the
Department is preparing a oanpaign for the oolleoction of books, religious
and other, and other litsrature for the Jewish communities of i‘.mpo.

7.

VAR CRIMES,

We have all the time continued to deal with this problem, After
years of effort we Rave succeeded in the main task of getting the Ameriocan
and British Goveraaents to accept a definition of war orimes which will
cover the specifioc orimes committed agaimst the Jews,

The Nexioan Inter—American Confsremnce adopted a unanimous re~
solution whioh 1s fully satisfactory from our poiant of view in its dew
fipition of war orimes. The American Government is now committed to this

definition and we asswas that the British Govermment agrees too. Our British

Sectlion 1s in permanent contact with the War Crimes Committes in order to
supply them with speoific material on crimes againet Jews,

8.
ORGANIZATIONAL NATTERS,

¥We opened an office of several rvoms im Vashingtom te consentrate
and reorganize our work there,
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We are making preparations for a trip of Rabbi Perlzweig to
Australlia in the susmer of this year and of Rabbl Miller to South Africa.
The purpose of their trips will be to obtain the affiliation of both

Jewrles to the World Jewlsh Gongress, and slso to emsble us tc have these
communities participate 1n eur get,

¥e are in contact with the Egyptian Jewish comaunities about a
Oampaign thers but ne date has yet been sot, Lady Reading and other
friends from London may direst the oampaign,

As for the Latin Ameriosn countries we hope that Dr, Wise and
Dr, Soldmann will be able to open the campaign in Argemtine in August,
Brazil 1s preparing a very a_u,;aun for this year. The same applies
to Nexico where a very big campaigm For Jewish relief and rehabilitation
and reconstruction work will be organised in April. A large part of
these funds will go to the World Jewish Congress, Oampaigns are aleo
being prepared for the other Latin Americam countries.

We will have to begin negotiations sooa with the Sanadian
Jewish Congreas about the Janadian participation 1n eur budget.

The Executive has decided im prinoiple %o prepare a big cam-
paign in the United States., The form and date of this campaign have not
yet been deoided upon and are being dlsoussed by the Exeoutive Gommittee,

We are in olose touch with our hwmanian Seotien which is very
aotive, Asong other activitiee they have or sed a cooperation with
the International Red Oross. A delegation go te Mungary and Poland
ia order te investigate the situation of Rummnian Jews there who are in-
tsrned in theae ocourtries, and arrange for thelr return to Rumania, To
keep the Exeontive fully informed om the developments in Rumania, we
organized a speslial Rumanian Department ia our offiee,

Discussions are taking place im Paris between the C,R.1I.F,,
which is the representative body ef French Jewry, amd the World Jewlish
Congress about the problem of ite arffiliation with the Congress. A
final declsion has 7ot yet been remocled in this matter, It 1s evideat
that the G, R, X. ¥, is resady to enter into a very cleses ceoperation with
the Congress even though a formal affiliation may not take place lmme~
diately. The wholes matter is stlll under discussion betweesn our repre-
sentative in Paris, Nr, Jarblum, and the leaders of Q.R.I.F,

o, RETURN TO
W.J.C.
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Yo recelved the news that Polish Jewlsh war prisoners are belng
segregated by the Uerman authorities. VWe took the matter uwp with the
American authorities and received asawrances that they will do everything
te prevent such sogregation., Ve also asked the International Red Oross
to intervene,

10,

JEWISH REPARATION AND INDEMNIFICATION.

After we learned that Mr. Isadore Lubin has been appointed
the American representative te the United Nations Reparation Commissien
43 Nesoow we established ogm$aci with him and disoussed the Jewish
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reparation and indemmification preblem., Dr, Bobinson will continue te
digeuss this matter with Ny, Lubin,

11,

REPORT ON BELGIUN, K FRANCE AND SWITIERLAND,

Any day now we expeot the return ef Pr. Kuwbowitzki from his
Rlssien to Europe. HNe will submit a detallsd report en the situation
A Belgium, France and Switzerlamd, Nis repert will serve as a basis

for a nuaber of declsions comcerning our activities in these countriea
and the eventual reorganizationr of our work there.

We shall keep you iafermed of thess devolopments,

RETURN TO
W.J. ¢
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éomnalu, ACTIVIZIES,
sonosniratasd oa finieking the aemorandum

e
for the San Franeisee Conferense. The amorandws was worked out
by Pr.Jacod Rabiagon anf hig 2ollaboratora; it will de signed by the
Warld Jewleh Congress, the American Jewish Conferende and the Board
of Deputlise of British Sows,

Or. Robinson and Rabbl Perlsweig left fer Jan Franeisso to be
pressnt when the Comference bsgirns, In addition to the foramentioned
the Congrens delsgasion will lnclude representatives from Canada
(dr, Sanuel Bronfman and Hr, Haul Hayes), Argentine (Mr, David Orole-
man), Mexise (Mr, L, Dutzin}, nnd My, Alec Eaaterasn of the British
Section, Nr. EasSerman is on hie wvay to the United States. These
delegates will act jointly with the representatives of the Amsrioan
Jewish Conferenes who are already in Sea Praneiscc, The aain de~
mands stated in the csnorandum are known, They econcern the protection
of hwran rights and fundamental freedoms in the mev Iaternatiomal Se-
ourity Crganization, the fate of the mimority treaties undier the old
League of Natlons and the protestien of stateless persons. Ian addition
10 the Zemorandua, all the governmental delegates will rsseive 2 spe-
elal siitlion of the resrolutions of the Atlantis City Conference whieh
outline the genersl pregram of the World Jewiah Congress.

The representatives of the Congrees will contact all tha im=
portant governmental delegates and use the oppertunity to discuss
with them not only the immediate damands dDut other Jewish probless
such as the treatment of foreign Jews in Vestarn Eurepean countries,
espacislly the so-oalled enemy allen German and mtr{n Jews, and
the probles of the resteration of Jewish property and m-uimnn.

In conneotisn with the preparations of owr werk for the San
Francieso Conferense Rabbi Perlsweig ant others dad Rumercus dis~
cussione with officials of the Btate ent whe wers prepar
proposals for the Uonferense., The Arit Seetion disesugeed our de-
mands with the members of the British delagation, Ve asked all our
affiliated bodies to discuse and represent our demande to their re-
spective govermments s0 that wo osuld obtaim help froa the various de-
legations at San Franeisco. In many eases this was done. The Cana-
dlan Jevish Congress had a conversation with the reseatatives of
the Canadian Govermment] the same was done im Brexil, Urugway, Ghile
and verious other countries,

As regards the queation of indemnification, Dr.Blenenfela of
the British Sestien, came ever hare primarily to diseuss this very
somplicated problem with the Exesutive Committee, ke had a number of
dlasuesions and vorked out an sgreement with Dr.Robinsor as well as
a semoranduas on the varleus aspeots of this prebdlem. This menorandum
will serve aa a basis for our eonversations with varicus govasrmments,
Fros now on the Gongress will have to devote much time and effort to
this probles which is of prisary importance to the future of Turo-
pean Jowry. Progrees ia this direotion has been made in Franoe where
4 nev decres was lgswed by the govermment. This desres is much more
satisfactory than the one which was previcully eeantemplated, Our re-
pressntatives in France, 4r.Jarblum and others, have been very helpful

e FL . R LR L
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in getting the nav law put into effees. Fu-?f;':'

Sonaerning the question of punishment of Gerwan war eriminale
our British representalive sgnlh hwd dengthy iiscuszsions with the
members of the Var Crime Commisgalon. From the reports in the press
its iz known that in reply to & cuestlon put by xr., Sidney % Silver-
uan in the House of Cowmene( My, 3ilvermsn is the Chairman of the
Britich Scotlon of the World Jewlsh Cengrese) Frime dinister Ghurchill
#teted that the laet warning of the Blg Three included 2lso the treat-
nent of Oeran r and stetelens Jeows, p Offioin]l statessnt by
Churchill i€ ef grest importancs.

¥s are nov makimg efforte to bave our representatives visit
ihe llberated campa in Gavmeny. As is kpown, hr, didney 5. 5livercas
ves in Buchenwsld and other casps as a Rember of the bBritish dele~

gftion,  We vill rooeive from him shortly s Getalled report om hin
vinit,

Z. i T, Ty
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The clothlag drive and ths despatah of clothing to Burspean
Jawe 1s goling on iR many ocountrlez, In the Unlted Gtates slothing
smaunting to oore than half a miliion dsliiars were cclleoted. Thia
drive in the Unlted Htates has Reex disegatinued for a period of
tus months besauss of the drive which ig at present oconducted by a
spesial mon-sectarian comaitSes, At the oonclusion of the &rive of
this Ronesectzrian eoamitteo, the Women's Division of the Amerigan
Jeviah Congreas will continue lts appeal for slothing., 7From many
Latin-American countries, particularly frew the Argeatine, 2lothi
haa daen despatzhed to Rurepesn Jewish comswaltles. de reselve Qa
ANy requests for aslothing froa a mmber of Ewropean Jewish somauni-
Rlex, cepsolally from Peland snd Polish Jews in Russis.

¥e ars nov preparing s sollsctien of medieaments. This is

being organissd by s committse whioh ineludes many promiasst physie
elans in New York,

The Cuktursl Decartment iy orgsnising o eoliection of wooks
to be seat to Purepear Jevish conwwnities, Ve reosive urgent regquests
for beoke and litersture frow ywomy parts of urops,

Fr, Leoe Yubowltrkl, who ceme baek from his visit to Lurcpe
tn behslf of the Oengress, grve a detalled report and atressed the
naceesity of begining to desl with the tragic probvlem of the thousands
of Jewish ohildres whe are in Christian homes and senvents, The setting
up of a rpeelal orgesizetien to deal with this matter is at presant
rader Qlsevecion. The Wemen's DAvieilon of the American Jewlsh CG:!:.II
is rendy and able %o de 2 very iepertant job and onee the plans «
kave Deer fully worked out,we intend to expand thege sotivities te
other countries. Murther dstails will Be given as 80oRr as the plans
have been completed,

Vie signed an agresment with the Vederation of folish Jews for
conbined relief rotivities for Pelish Jowry., In this way the work
of the FPederation will be iAtegrated inte the gemerai aetivitliea of
the Jongwess in thig partisular sphere.
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2r, Arish Tartakower went to Mexico te imaugurate & big
eampalgn there, Ir, Pargoshes left for varlcus Latin Ameriesn
countriecs., He will opén the campaigne in Uruguay and Chile emd
participates in the cesmpalgn in Brszil, The campelin it the Argen-
tine will staPt ia August. In tle meantime, praparetiens sre bking
medn for p large Gempalgn in the United States whieh is to begin
in the fnll and which requires lengthy and detailed work before it
somuenses. The osmpalign will be for a goel of four million dollars.

It 1s contemplated 1o serid RaDbl Perlrwelg te Sustirslis during
the eummer to particioate in the ocempaigns whieh are being organlcad
by the Auatralian Jewish gosmunitiss for relief and rehabilitelics,
This vigll will alao atrengthen ths ccoperation betwesn Ausiralian
Jewry and tne world Jewisbh Gongress,

X, ‘ !

CAGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES, Filfoi s 0B,
The questicn of the affiliation of CAlY, the repressntative
body of Frenoh Jewry, wi%h the ¥World Jewish Uongress bhas not yet
bsen g2lvad, CRIiF declded to mek the Britiesh Joard of Deputlies and
ths Amaricgn Jewish Conferwnce to affiliate wiih thea together wiltn
tha Yorid Jewlah Congress, Professor Sellg drodetzky, the Pregldsny
ef the Board of Deputles Or British Jews, repiled that ho 1id not
¥ant %o ralae this guestion ncw wiinln the Beard of Deputies. The
Anericen Jewlsh Sonference repiled that they are eooplr:ting very
elnsely with the Oongress bul sinoe they are no peraznent organization
the question of thelr affiliaticn does not ariss. Ve Now asked
CAI7 to reach a Jdecielon on their affiliation. A majority of the
congtituent bodles of CRIF is 1n favor of affilliation. ¥e hppe that
the saituw:tion in Prande will seon Le clarified.

In the meantize, we asked Nr, Jars Jarvlum, owr representative

in Paris, to organiie the work of the Gongress, engage aore peerle
sed establigh a larger offilee.

The Boerd of Deputies in South Afriea will hold its Bi~annual
eonferenoe at the end of May, The questien of thelr affilistion with
the World Jewish Gongrees will be on the ggends., The representative
of the Bouth African Board of Deputies, who was seat here to attend
the Atlantio City Comference, D, Ellen Rellmann recoamended strongly
rn affillation with ths Congress,
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TRANSLATION FROM HEBREW

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE

London, dngust 30, 1945

Dr, ¥. Goldmaan

Dear Dr, Goldmanng

In accordance with your request I am gending you herewlth the
decision of the Executive of the Jewish Agemcy et its session

in London on Angust 24, 1945, with respect to relations with
the World Jewlsh Congress,

"The Executive, having heard the report of the Sub-Committee on
the relajions between the Execative of the Jewish Agency and the
World Jewlsh Congress, has decided in principle;

1) To establish contact between the offices of the Jewich
Agency in New York and London and the offices of the
World Jewish Congress for the sake of coordination and
cooperation in questions of war crimes, reparation, rellef
for the diaspora, negotiations with UNRRA, and gemeral
matters relating to the conditions of Jews in the diaspora,

2) To bring about coordination of functions of the
orgenizations engaged in relief work in the diaspora
and the establishment of & Coordinating Committee for
this purpose, If it dhould be necessary, the Joint
will be recognized as the institution engazed in relief
work, the World Jewish Congress will concenirate upon
negotiations with governments and intergoverumental
agencies deallng with these mattere. Upon the adoption
of such an arrangement, the World Jewish Congress will
cetss to engage 1n relief work, ¥

Bincerely yours,
{Bigned) 8. Fisenberg

General Secretary

Oopy to members of the Executive in Jerusalam
Oopy to the Qffice of the Executive in London
Copy to the Office of the Executive in Washington
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Alternate Walden, Joseph. T KPoljsh A(lz}ny). Zioni
GrT. BRITAIN .. Executive and National Alexander, Dr. K. ossower (Gen. Zionists).
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Bornstein,- A. Mirsid, Lt Michael

- ' ' (Partisans).
ggltlg:l, I\/J[a{-:xk, The Rev. Dr. A. Rubinstein, Marlan,

Fasterman, LL.B., Alex. L. Salpeter, Leib (Gen. Zionists),
g:]:r?sir’\ﬂ’};ﬁ:?‘ SWEDEN. . .. Swedish Sec;tion of the Berlinger, Rabbi Eliezer.
Jacobs, B.Com., Norman M. World Jewish Congress  Storch, Hillel. ]

Levenberg, Dr. S. . Weolf, Prof. Eric.

Nathan, Alec. ]

Nathani, 1. SWITZERLAND . . Federappn of Jewish Com- Braunschweig, S.
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Reading, The Marchioness of
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Steinberg, Dr. A.
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Sprinzak, Joseph.
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GREECE .. Union of Jewish Com- Raphael, Robert. B
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munities of Italy Tedeschi, Sergio. . )
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Zelicki, Pawel (P.P.R.)
Zonszajn, Motel  (Gen.
Zionists).




BACKGROUND TO THE CONFERENCE

" With the collapse of the Hitler regime in Europe and the total defeat of
Japanese militarism in the East, the world faces problems of peace as
difficult and overwhelming as those of waging war. Ifor peace is not merely
the absence of war and conflict. Peace, too, is a struggle—an unrelenting
ﬁf-:mggle for human rights, human freedom and human dignity.

Conspicuous among these problems is the situation of the Jews in Europe
outside Russia, or rather those one and a half million Jews who have survived
the Nazi massacres, out of a pre-war Jewish population of seven millions. It is
one of the tragedies of human history that people which first proclaimed
universal peace should have been, in the past and in our own day, so martyred
in its defence. Apart from their heroic part on the field of battle, the Jewish
people have lost over five millions in the ghettos of Warsaw and Bialystock,
in the murder camps of Tremblinka, Dachau, Belsen, Oswiecim and elsewhere.

Britain and America have been inundated with reports from the Continent
of the terrible conditions in which these survivers live. We have been aware
of the conditions but have not been made profoundly conscious of them. They
had not yet become part of our daily Jewish outlook. Everything was as
yet unreal, a mere reflection of an impersonal report.

Tt was primarily to restore a sense of reality and urgency to the J ewish scene
that the World Jewish Congress convened a Special Conference, held in London
from August 19th to 23rd, of its affiliated organisations and communities
throughout Europe. Delegates were present from Belgium in the west to
Poland in the east, from Italy in the south to Finland and Sweden in the north.

Nominally they came to report on the situation of their surviviﬁg Jewries, to
discuss and to confer on problems which were not particular to any one of them,
but common to Furopean Jewry as a whole. There was, however, an under-
lying reason for their journey as urgent as the first, yet more compelling, more
human, more intensely Jewish. They came to see, to meet face to face, those
whom they thought had perished—to pick up the torn threads of the Jewish
pattern of life so mercilessly lacerated. They came to recover six years lost
in a nightmare of death, in search of brotherhood, dignity and a new lease of
ife. The conference in which they participated was, in fact, a poignant cry
from the depths and a supreme appeal, not only to their own kinsmen, but
to the conscience of the world. :

THE OPENING SESSION

The Garrick Theatre, London, was filled to capacity on Sunday,
August 19th, to witness the Opening Session of a Conference that was to be
memorable in its significince in present-day Jewish affairs. The Marchioness
of Reading, President of the British Section of the World Jewish Congress,
welcomed delegates to the first Conference, since 1939, of representatives of
European Jewry and expressed the hope that the Conference would demonstrate
the practical unity of the Jewish people in its present hour of crisis.

In an atmosphere charged with reverence, solemmity and emotion, Rabbi
René Kapel, of France, intoned the Memorial Prayer to Jewry’s martyred
millions, kindled the memorial lights and recited the solemn memorial Kaddish.
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Addresses were then delivered by Rabbi Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Presidént of
the World Jewish Congress, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Chairman of the Executive

and Mr. Fred Hoehler, Director of Displaced Persons Division of UNRRA
who attended by invitation.

Dr. Wise emphasised that the Conference, to be a success, must demonstrate
three simple truths :(—

The oneness of the Jewish people—"* Though all the world forget, we
are a people yet ™ ;

_ The Jewish people, though deplorably depleted in numbers, must help

each other in peace as well as in war ;

The Jewish people, divided in.so many respects, must be brought

Eoge_ther through the recognition of their common interests, fate and

estiny.

Mr. Hoehler stated that the aims and objects of UNRRA were similar
to those of Congress—to preserve peace by preserving the dignity of the in-
dividual, his right to worship, free speech.and freedom of association. Mr.
Hoehler brought an heartfelt message to the Jewish people on the morrow
of their terrible tragedy, and emphasised that UNRRA was and would be

interested in the welfare and development of people wherever they had suffered
during the war.

) Mr. Hoehler announced that the United States Secretary for War has
just authorised three Jewish organisations, the World Jewish Congress,
the American Jewish Conference, and the Va’ad Hatzalah, to work under
the direction of UNRRA in the American zone of occupied Germany.

.Dr. Nahum Goldmann, in a survey of the World Jewish situation and
particularly that of the surviving remnants of European Jewry, emphasised

that Jewry must learn to adapt its ideas and approach to the rapidly changing
face of world politics.

World Jewry now represented a very different quantity from what it was in
1939. We could no longer think in terms of millions of Jews in Europe. When
we used to say “Polish Jews” we calculated in terms of a community of
3% millions., That Jewry now numbered only 100,000 souls. The great
communities of Hungary, Roumania and Czechoslovakia had also terribly
decreased in numbers. This sifuation, in addition to incalculable factors
in the outside world which would determine Jewish life, such as the pending
solution in Palestine, tended to create an uncertain prospect for the future, New
political tendencies were groping for expression and were as yet uncrystallised.

The tragic massacre of one-third of the Jewish people, the barriers which
still existed beétween the great Soviet Jewry and the rest of world Jewry, the vague-
ness with regard to the attitude of the United Nations towards Jewish aspirations
in Palestine, and the unknown strength of anti-semitism, all conspired to create
an atmosphere of insecurity, the clarification of which might take some time.

But, Dr. Goldmann emphasised, d8spite this uncertainty the principles
for which the World Jewish Congress had always stood had to be reaffirmed
with increased vigour—firstly, that the Jewish people was historically and
culturally one people, and that Jewish unity was paramount. The policy of
protecting Jewries speaking on behalf of their poorer protegés was now an
anachronism. If the Jewries of Great Britain or the U.S.A. wish to help
Poland or Czechoslovakia, then both the helper and the helped must sit together
to discuss ways and means available. There must be an end to the anarchy
which resulted when one Jewry wished to speak and act on behalf of another
Jewry in absentia.
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The second principle of World Jewish Congress policy was that relief
work and political activity were bound up one with the other. There must be
an end to the procedure of collecting monies for relief work and ignoring the
political negotiations which are vital to relief. There was an urgent need for the
co-ordination of the two sides of relief and rehabilitation work. There must
also be an end to the policy whiclh separated the affairs of Palestine from those of
the Diaspora. The problems which confronted European Jewry at the present
moment and which would provide the main issues for the Conference, such
as Teparations, restitution of Jewish property, and the struggle for human rights,
were all bound up directly and indirectly with the fate of Palestine.

One thing was now certain,. Hitler had lost his war, but the Jewish war
had yet to be won. The centre of gravity had shifted from the victorious
armies of the United Nations to the efforts of the Jewish people themselves. Dr.
Goldmann concluded with the hope that out of this Conference, and with full
consciousness of the uncertainty of the world situation and the Jewish
position, the delegates representing European Jewry would demonstrate and
proclaim to the world the oneness of the Jewish people.

THE EXECUTIVE REPORTS

The Conference proper began on Monday, August 20, withtwo sessions
devoted to the Reports of the World Executive, by Dr. A. L. Kubowitzki,
Secretary General, on the political and rescue activities of the World Jewish
Congress from 1939 to 1945, and by Dr. A, Tartakower, Head of the Relief
and Rehabilitation Department, on the activities of his department during the
same period.

Dr. Kubowiizki surveying the work of the World Jewish Congfess during
the last five critical years stated that Congress was well aware of their limitations
due majnly to two factors : first, the discrepancy between the instruments of
salvation and the instruments of destruction ; second, the extreme difficulties
in urging the Allied governments to take decisive action. Despite the manifold
difficulties, however, the World Jewish Congress succeeded in opening the
eyes of the Jewish and non-Jewish world to the German plans of annihilation,
in breaking the conspiracy of silence and in preparing a programme of action
based on reliable information.

The World Jewish Congress was the first organisation to secure the relaxa-
tion of the financial and food blockades ; it succeeded in rescuing Jews from
Denmark and had prevented the deportation of Bulgarian Jews to Poland.
The World Jewish Congress was also partly responsible for securing Admiral
Horthy’s offer to safeguard the survival of 280,000 Hungarian Jews.

Dr. Xubowitzki also dealt with the work of the World Jewish Congress
in the matters of resfitution and reparations, the restoration of rights, and in
particular, war crimes. With regard to the latter he stated that the World
Jewish Congress was the only Jewish organisation intimately engaged on the
problem- and had succeeded in having its point of view incorporated in the
Charter on procedure against War Criminals, by the four Great Powers,

In the afternoon Session Dr. Tartakower gave a comprehensive survey of
the relief and rehabilitation activities undertaken by Congress. Before and
during the war the main problem was that of helping Jews in Europe in their
struggle against pauperisation and economic discrimination. The main task
now was to enable Jews who so desired to emigrate to Palestine and to rebuild
the life of those remaining in Europe. Work of relief was an integral factor
in the fight of the Jewish people for its rights and its aspirations for a Jewish
National Home in Palestine.
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Dr. Tartakower emphasised that experience had shiown that relief work aad
political action were inseparably connected, and that the burden of the relief
and rehabilitation of European Jewry could not and should not be carried by the
Jewish people alone. The responsibility rested with the Governments whose
citizens the Jews were and with the Inter-governmental institutions in the case of
Jews who were displaced persons and victims of persecution.

“ Whatever is done in the field of relief,”” stated Dr. Tartakower, ** must
never be done in the spirit of philanthropy but in the spirit of Justice as a
sacred duty of human and Jewish solidarity.”

There was a dramatic moment during Dr. Tartakower’s report, when the
chairman, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, interrupted the session to welcome 13 Polish
delegates who had just arrived from Paris. Loud and prolonged applause
greeted these representatives of the most stricken Jewish community as they
took their places. -

HOW-THE JEWS FOUGHT BACK

The Anglo-Jewish community has had no more memorable meeting than
that held at the second Public Session of the Conference at Friends’ House
on Monday evening, when Jewish resistance leaders from many European
countries, and delegates to the Conference, held a vast audience enraptured
for three hours with their dramatic stories of the Jewish contnbution to the
resistance movement in Europe.

Mr. A. L. Easterman, Political Secretary in London of the World Jewish
Congress, introduced the principal speakers.

Dr. Stephen S. Wise presided.

Mr. S, S. Silverman, ML.P., the Chairman of the British Section of the
World Jewish Congress, welcomed the resistance leaders, and refated how the
Congress had warned the democracies repeatedly since 1933 what would befall
the Jewish people and indeed civilisation if Hitler were allowed to continue
unchecked his anti-semitic policy of death.

Mr. Pinkus Broder (Belgium), Dr. Qskar Neumann (Czechoslovakia),
Rahbi Rene Kapel (France), M. Tedeschi (Italy), Dr. Berman (Poland),
Mr., Wertheim and Mr. Miller (Poland), Hero of the Soviet Union, related how
the Jews of their respective countries, to a man, young and old, passively and
actively, resisted the Nazi terror. In the most perilous of circumstances the
Jews fought for liberty and freedom not only for themselves but for civilisation
and democratic humanity at large. Brave stories were told by these witnesses of
what the late President Roosevelt stigmatised as ‘ one of the blackest crimes of
all history,” of how Rabbis inspired their congregation with song and prayer
before the battle of death ; how Jewish girls sang Hebrew songs as they
travelled in wagons to their death ; how young Jews and Jewesses smuggled
children and women to Spain and Switzerland : how considerable sabotage was
carried out by Jews in defence of democratic ideals. Rabbi Kapel, speaking in
French, related how in the very concentration camps Jews were being helped
by the young not only physically but spiritually, and how young Rabbis con-
ducted prayers, study circles and religious education. Many Jews were to be
found studying the pages of the Talmud, not knowing whether the morrow
would see them-alive.

The resistance leaders unanimously paid unstinting tribute to that part of
the Christian population of their countries who did everything possible to
save Jewish life even to the extent of forfeiting their own lives.
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But the speakers did not come merely to mourn their Jewish dead, massacred
by the satanic carnage of Hitlerism. Every resistance leader re-affirmed the
faith of their Jewish communities in a Jewish National Home in Palestine
and in the ideals of democracy and progressive civilisation for which they fought,
and for which the Jewish people sacrificed six million martyrs.

Dr. Stephen S. Wise said that, in listening to these epic stories of Jewish
resistance, he had seen a vision of Jewish unity, Jewish solidarity and Jewish
survival, comparable only with that of the first Zionist Congress he attended
(1898), and the establishment of the World Jewish Congress in Geneva {1936).
Dr. Wise received a tumultuous ovation when he concluded his speech, reaffirm-
ing his faith in the oneness of the Jewish people which, from Modin in the times
of the Maccabees to Warsaw in our own day, was forever the people of Resist-
ance always in the forefront of the struggle for Liberty and Freedom.

The Rev. Dr. A. Cohen (Birmingham) paid tribute to the work of the Jewish
Brigade as an instrument of Jewish resistance and appealed to the audience
to support the World Jewish Congress, the only World organisation in the
Galuth. :

DELEGATES’ REPORTS

The Conferefice continued its sessions on Tuesday and Wednesday when
delegates reported on the conditions of their respective Jewish communities
both during and after the war in Europe.

Tt would, indeed, be difficult to crystallise in words the sentiments experi-
enced by those who listened to these reports. Unwritten history was here
being revealed to the remnants of a stricken and tragic generation of Jews.
It was a story of inconceivable. persecution and martyrdom of those who are
no more, and of the overwhelming needs of those who had miraculously sur-
vived the cataclysm. But if these reporters were historians of an unbelievable
past, they were no less nobly the undaunted prophets of a brighter and saner
future for their people. With a triumphant optimism and faith in the demo-
cratic and progressive ideals of Judaism and indeed of civilised society, the
delegates pledged themselves to rebuild Jewish life in the graveyard of Europe
and vowed to dedicate themselves to the establishment of the Jewish Homeland
of Palestine. .

With patriarchal dignity, Dr. Emil Sommerstein (Poland), Chairman of
the Representative Central Jewish Commiittee, appealed to the World Jewish
Congress, as the instrument of world Jewish solidarity, to help Polish Jewry
to rebuild its cultural, religious and economic life by supporting the activities
of the Polish Jewish Committee.

“ Those who have lost everything,” exclaimed Dr. Sommerstein, * still
have one thing left—their membership of the family of the Jewish people.”

Dr. Berman {Poland), member of the Polish National Council, paid tribute
to the help and co-operation of the Polish democratic forces in the common
underground struggle against the Germans and emphasised that Polish Jewry
must recreate Jewish cultural and economic life in Poland and must dedicate
itself to the indivisible task of rebuilding the Galuth and the Jewish homeland
in Palestine.

Dr. Siraschefiski (Finland) attributed the survival of the Jewish community
of Finland to the magnificent help of the Finnish people who had opposed
every attempt o carry out Hitler’s policy.
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Dr. Stephen Barber (Czechoslovakia) reported on the precarious situation
of the 12,000 to 15,000 Jews surviving in Bohemia and Moravia in western
Czechoslovakia,  Although there was every good will on the part of the Govern-
ment, some of thelocal authorities had not yet rid themselves of the poisonous
influence of racial discrimination practised during the last six yeafs.

Mr. Hillel Storch (Sweden) gave a vivid account of the considerable rescue
activities of the Swedish section of the World Jewish Congress in helping to
save, among others, 800 Norwegian Jews, 6,000 Danish Jews and many thou-
sands rescued from concentration camps before the end of the European war.
In tribute to the humanitarian action of the Swedish authorities in offering the
conditions of safety and sojourn for refugee Jews in Sweden, a cable was dis-
patched in the name of the Conference to the King of Sweden thanking hint,
his Government and his people, for the sacred task they had thus performed.
The decision to send this telegram was received with loud and prolonged
acclamation. The King of Sweden later replied personally to this cable and
wished the Conference every success.

M. Marc Jarblum (France), Member of the Executive of the World Jewish
Congresss, surveyed the Jewish position in France and the heroic contribution
of Jews, especially Zionist youth, in the French resistance movement.

Dr. Joseph Sack (Poland) affirmed that Polish Jewry could be proud OE}-S
achievements in helping its afflicted members and stated that its efforts in most
difficult conditions compared favourably with those of the Polish Government
toward the non-Jewish Poles.

Miss Sophie Perelman (Belgium) addressed the Conference in the name
of the Conseil des Associations Juives, the representative body in Belgium of all
Jewish organisations of all shades of opinion, which is affiliated to the Congress.
Miss Perelman gave a comprehensive report on the life of Belgian Jewry during
the occupation and all the problems which face Belgian Jewry now. Miss
Perelman expressed the view that anti-Semttism in Belgium, although stimulated
by the German occupation, was not of too serious a character. The trial of a

notable anti-Semite was about to open publicly and should prove of great moral

and psychological value.

Dr. Saly Braunschweig (Switzerland) President of the Jewish Communities of
Switzerland, declared that the Swiss Jewish community of 18,000 souls had given
hospitality and refuge to over 30,000 Jewish refugees and that the Swiss Govern-
ment had devoted large sums for their relief work.

Rabbi Dr. Kzhane (Poland) reported on the religious life in Poland and
stated that the Polish Government had given every help to the Jewish community
in the re-establishment of their religious autonomy. ’

Mr. Raffaele Canteni ([taly), paid tribute to the Jewish effort in the Italiam
resistance movement and informed the Conference that the Italian Government
liad authorised him to state that it was prepared to accept all those Jewish
children whom Jewish organisations wished to send to Italy, and was continuing
to introduce measures to facilitate the restitution of Jewish property.
“ Jerusalem,” continued Mr. Cantoni, “needs a part of its people abroad ;
but they must be Jews, spiritually, morally, politically, the bearers of the teach-
ings of justice throughout the world.”

Lt. M. Mirski (Poland), a member of the Polish partisan movement,
stated that Jews in Poland had now secured an equality of rights politically,
economically and nationally. He expressed the hope that the unity of political
and relief work in Polish Jewry would be followed in other countries. :
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Dr. Winterstein (Czechoslovakia) defended the action of Swedish Jewish
leaders in negotiating with Germans to secure the release of Jews from the hellfire
of Nazidom. The World Jewish Congress must not hesitate in utilising every
approach in the defence of Jewish life and rights, and in presenting its proposals
for solving the problems of restitution and reparations.

Rabbi Dr. Berlinger (Sweden) made a vehement plea for the physical and
especially the spiritual rehabilitation of Jewish children. The Jewish people
itself must become parents of the many thousands of orphaned children through-
out Europe.

An outstanding tribute to the Jewish will to survive was paid at the first
session on Wednesday by Dr. Filip Friedman (Poland), Chairman of the newly
established Jewish Historical Commission. The Commission was employ-
ing some of the ablest Jewish brains, and was collecting a wealth of docu-
mentary material relative to the war crimes against Jews, and to the life of
Polish Jewry in the ghetto and in the resistance and partisan movements.
The Commission was represented in, and collaborated with, every branch of
Polish scientific work, and Dr. Friedman appealed to the World Jewish Congress
for financial assistance and requested that Congress should initiate the co-ordina-
tion of such scientific institutes throughout Europe.

Di. Kastner (Observer, Switzerland,) who recently visited Hungary, stated
the deplorable fact that large numbers of Hungarian Jewry had been baptised
to escape deportation. He described the terrible conditions in which Hungarian
Jewry found itself especially during the period when the Arrow Cross party
seized power. The future of Jews in Hungary was beset with many difficulties
which the World Jewish Congress could help considerably in alleviating,

M. Fischer (Irance) was confident that the majority of world Jewry,
despite assimilattonist tendencies in some quarters, was ready in every respect
to fight for the survival of the Jewish people and Judaism. The World Jewish
Congress was a vital instrument for the forging of Jewish unity and must take
the initiative in creating a Council of Countries (Va’ad ha’Arotzoth), with
which all Jewish communities, whether affiliated to the Congress or not, would
co-operate. Such a Council would have adequate authority to speak on behalf
of the Jewish people.

Mr. J. Eliberg (Poland) gave a stirring account of how some members
of the Polish underground turned against their Jewish comrades in arms on
orders from the reactionary elements of the Polish Emigré Government.

Mr. A. Reiss (Palestine) blamed the Fewish people who should not have
allowed legal restrictions to stand in its way where the saving of women and
children was concérned. -

Mr. Segal (France) stated that Jewish orphaned children must become the
wards of the Jewish people and their education and well-being vouchsafed to
the Jewish community of Palestine.

Mr. Robert Raphel (Greece) paid a tribute to the population of Athens for
having helped the Jews of Athens to hide from the German invaders. The situa-
tion of the 8,000 Jews left in Greece was very desperate, and the Greek
Government was itself so beset with its own problems that it could not be ex-
pected to devote itself particularly to the Jewish situation. It had, however,
issued decrees facilitating the restitution of Jewish property and a further
decree permitting 380 Jews to go to Palestine, in spite of the fact that they
would normally be liable to military service.
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THE GENERAL DEBATE

. After the presentation of the delegates’ reports which terminated on
‘Wednesday morning, the afternoon and evening sessions of the day were devoted
to a General Debate.

Professor E. Woolf (Sweden), presiding, opened the debate and made a
cogent plea for support of the World Jewish Congress which could provide
the facilities and conditions for Jewish unity. Despite the existence of different
political and national views amongst Jews, there were bonds of unity common
to all Jews—our religion, the idealism of our prophets, the unity of our culture,
history and common destiny.

Dr. Gerhart Riegner (World Jewish Congress representative in Switzer-
land) referred to the firm attitude of the Congress in its negotiations with Swiss
and international authorities such as the International Red Cross and suggested
methods whereby the masses of Jewry could be made aware of the meaning and
aims of the Congress.

Dr. Schwarzbart (Executive, British Section) pointed out the tremendous
difficulties that Congress had to face in the war years,"and declared that any
shortcomings in the field of helping Jews in Europe were certainly not due to
want of effort on behalf of the organisation.

Mr. Pinkus Broder (Belgium) called for cuitural activities by the Congress
as well as political, and hoped that the World Jewish Congress would unite
all Jewries, including that of Soviet Russia.

Dr. N. Barow (Executive, British Section) insisted that the efforts of the
World Jewish Congress to unite the whole of Jewry were being sabotaged by
assimilationist and reactionary Jewish elements thronghout the world, who had
refused to co-operate with the Congress in matters where co-operation was
essential for success, such as relief. With regard to Soviet Jewry, Dr.
Barou emphasised that the World Jewish Congress had made great efforts
tobring them inside organised World Jewry. The Jews of the world expect from
Soviet Jewry a great and positive contribution to the fight for Jewish rights and
future.

Mr. Abus Weber (Belgium) declared that the World Jewish Congress had
a right to speak in the name of World Jewry since it was the only organisation
which had dope so much on their behalf. -

M. Friedman (France) in an impassioned speech appealed to the Conference
to conduct a world-wide campaign among the masses for its ideals. The World
Jewish Congress must do its utmost to unite all democratic and progressive
forces within its organisation.

Lt. Mirski (Poland) expressed optimism with regard to the intention of
Polish democracy to fight anti-semitism. Palestine, which was the centre of
Jewish life to Zionists, was for him and his comrades only a component part
in the total perspective of Jewish life. He stated that although he
had every admiration for Jewish efforts in Palestine, it was wrong to despair
of Jewish life in the Galuth, when the resurgence of democratic forces in Europe
was so promising.

Dr. Berman (Poland) stressed the view that the World Jewish Congress,'

to become the leader of the Jewish people, must use the fighting method and not
the passive and cautious approach.
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Mr. Zerubawel (Vaad Leumi, Palestine) stated that the Yishuv in Palestine
felt itself closely linked with Jewry throughout the world A better world would
result only through the co-operation of the progressive elements, which meant a
co-operation between the workers of all peoples in all countries.

" Dr. Adolpb Silberschein (Switzerland) in the final speech of the debate
stated that the World Jewish Congress must not be engaged in political activity
alone, but must also provide practical means for alleviating the distress of the
unhappy remnants of European Jewry.

DR. GOLDMANN’S REPLY.

The Debate ended at 10 p.m., when Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Chairman
of the Executive, rose to reply on behalf of the Executive.

Dr. Goldmann emphasised that the future Jewish historian would have to
record that the generation of Jews which witnessed the Jewish calamity from
1933 onwards was indeed a generation of inferior merits. The Jewish
catastrophe, of its nature, demanded a revolutionary reaction on behalf of
World Jewry, but it was impossible to organise revolutionary action in such a
country as the U.S.A. where there was a complacent atmosphere among the
great majority of the five million Jews who felt themselves secure.

Delegates who had complained that Jewry outside Europe were not

doing enough should remember that, except for the Yishuv in Palestine, World
Jewry at large was not ready for the task.

He recalled how the first telegram from Dr. Riegner describing Hitler’s
policy of extermination was received in New York (in July, 1942} and its
contents not believed even by such a man as Sumner Welles. He indicated the
immense difficulties that were experienced in receiving reports and in taking

action under wartime conditions by a nation who were without a State of their
OW1.

Withregard to rescue, Dr. Goldmann pointed out that the rescue of Jews
demanded not only colossal sums of money, but the will to use it. Had
American Jewry and its greatest relief organisation, the Joint Distribution
Committee, decided to apply for licences to spend cash in German occupied
territory much earlier, thousands of Jews would have been saved. For two
years the World Jewish Congress hammered at the doors of the American
Jewish Relief Organisations to start the battle for getting licences, but in their
* supreme *’ patriotism they did not want to mix relief with politics, which
was In reality inevitable, with tragic results. Dr. Goldmann related how
Dr. Wise went personally to President Roosevelt, and explained the urgency of
the position, with the result that within 20 minutes the United States Treasury
was telephoned and a licence promised. Even then it took six months of
constant internal negotiations and appeals before the licence could be
effectively used. When the World Jewish Congress obtained the licence for
$200,000, only then did the Joint Distribution Committee make application for

millions of doilars. There isnodoubtthat, had there been central co-ordina-
tion and popular responsibility for the work of the great Jewish Relief Organisa-
tions of the U.S.A., and had it not been in the power of only four or five
people to dispose of its relief funds, thousands of Jews could have been saved.
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Subsequent to the negotiations between the World Jewish Congress and
the relief organisations after the Atlantic City Conference, which resol_ved to
make a supreme effort to secure the co-ordination of the activities of relief and
Political organisations, only the Joint Distribution Committee refused to
participate in the co-ordination envisaged. Experience had taught us thelesson
that unity for its own sake was pointless, Unity must be a means to an end.
From this point of view our present Conference was a success because 1t
brought into our united effort new groups of Jewry represented by Lt. Mirski
and his comrades. It was a practical achievemen tin that this new group was
actually participating in the Conference, working together with their fellow-
Jews and able to agree on important practical issues, This was an iriportant
step towards Jewish unity and a happy omen for the future.

Jewish aspirations in Palestine had been continually before us. But the
question of Erez Israel was in the hands of the Jewish Agency which had the
full support of the Congress. The World Jewish Congress would deal with
all the fundamental and practical issues that were involved in trying to help
Jews wherever they were.

Dr. Goldmann emphasised that even allegedly democratic countries such
as Czechoslovakia might confront the Jews with the alternative ** Zionism or
Assimilation.” Such an alternative would be a death-blow to Jewish life and
would betray a tendency which must be vigorously combatted.

Replying to the critics who recommended the enlargement of Congress,
Dr. Goldmann stated that he was not a patriot of any organisation, not even of
the World Jewish Congress. He was only interested in an organisation as an
effective instrument to be used for a predetermined end—the welfare of the
Jewish people. He quite agreed that the World Jewish Congress should
negotiate with groups not yet affiliated to Congress. But the Conference
should remember that there were some organisations such as the Amer:gan
Jewish Committee who would never agree to a unified Jewish representation
for fear of losing their *“ American” identity. He described the constant eﬁ‘o‘rts
by Congress to initate Jewish co-ordination of policy and action—efforts which
met with failure at the hands of those elements in Jewry who were more
interested in their traditional position and * historic”” prejudices than in
the misfortunes of European Jewry,

Dr. Goldmann referred to the position of the Board of Deputies of
British Jews whose argument nine years ago against affiliation to the Cong}"ess
was that Anglo-Tewry could never become part of a world Jewish organis?tlon.
The Board, however, had made some progress in that it was now willing to
co-operate with the World Jewish Congress in common fields of activity,.and
to append their signature to any documents or memoranda pres;nted JOl_ntly
to governmental or intergovernmental agencies. While on special occasions
it would be advisable and practical to make representations in the name of
several organisations, to adopt this procedure in the field of daily current wprk
would be impracticable and would tender efficient work and progress im-
possible.  Experience had taught us that it was better to achieve an 80 per cent.
full unity than a 100 per cent. ineffective unity.

He concluded by expressing the hope that the Conference and the wqu
of its commissions would vield final and positive results and avoid issues which
were academic and purposeless.

Dr. Goldmann’s speech was received with loud and prolonged applause.
The Session ¢losed at 11.30 p.m.
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CLOSING SESSION.

RESOLUTIONS.

At 8.30 p.m. on Thursday, August 23rd, the Derby Room of the Bonnington
Hotel, London, was filled to capacity by delegates, observers and visitors, who
had assembled at the Closing Session of this outstanding Conference. During
the day, the delegates worked in separate Commissions, of which there were
'four—}"olitical (including Reparations and TIndemnification) ; Relief and
Reha}bﬂitation ; Cultural Rehabilitation and Organisation. On Thursday
evening the Resolutions, the culmination of four days’ conferring, reporting

and ciommittee work, were presented to the Conference, and passed unani-
mously. )

AThe Politicalv 'Report was presented by Mr. M. Jarblum (France) ;
Rehei: and I_{ehabzhtauon by Dr. A. Tartakower ; Cultural Rehabilitation by
Dr. Filip Friedman (Poland) ; and Organisation by Dr. N. Barou (Gt. Britain).

A unique factor was .the unanimity with which the Conference approved
all Resolutions, and particularly the two general Resolutions, to rebuild the

gawish JFormmmities of Europe and to establish Palestine as the Jewish National
ome,

FINAL SPEECHES.

The Marchioness of Reading (President, British Section) wished the Con-
ference every success in the tasks upon which it had embarked and in the
realisation of the plans that it had worked out in unison for the common
good of the Jewish people.

Dr. Emil Semmerstein (Poland) recalled that the interval between the
first World Jewish Congress meeting in 1936 and the European Conference in
1945_ had. witnessed the greatest tragedy that the Jewish people had ever
sustained in its long history. The Conference had shown that Jewish unity,
to which the Polish Delegates had contributed so much, was an ideal which
could be realised in practical terms.

Ben Zvi (Palestine, Vaad Leumi) pointed out that although Palestine
pﬁicmlly had no piace at the Conference, which was fundamentally European
in character, the Yishuv nevertheless was deeply concerned with and affected by
all that had taken place and would take place in Europe. There were in Palestine
at the moment Jews of all Huropean nationalities, all waiting and preparing
for the arrival of their hapless brethren who had survived terrible torments.
Without Palestine and its Yishuv the prospect of Jewry would have been even
more disastrous than it was. With Palestine and its immense possibilities the
future of Jewry was brighter than we had dared to hope.

) Baruch Zuckerman (World Jewish Congress Executive) made an impas-
sioned appeal for continuity in Jewish life. Not only had the Jewish people
been afilicted so grievously, but the generation which ‘witnessed it was one
vs{h%ch had wandered from the true path of Jewish consciousness. The sur-
viving Jews in Europe, England and America were the legatess of a priceless
inheritance that Polish-Jewry had left to the world. It was the bounden duty
of World Jewry to pick up the threads of the pattern of Jewish life. We must

. uphc_>ld the name of the Jewish people and work ever harder to compensate for
our immeasurable losses.

T The Resolutions are printed at the end of the Surmmary of the Final Speeches.
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Dr. Wise (President, World Jewish Congress} was confident in the strength
of the message that he would take back from this historic Conference to the
Jews of America—that European Jewry still lived, that it had built a bridgehead
for World Jewry, and that American Jewry must build a further bridgehead to
span the gulf that separated them. The Conference was not only a profound
inspiration for further work, but an atonement for the sin committed by those
groups in Jewry who, for so many years prior to the war, refused to act, when
it was obvious what fury Hitler was about to unleash upon their people.

Dr. Goldmann (Chairman of Executive of the World Jewish Congress}, in
the final speech of the Conference, thanked the Governments of Great Britain
and other countries for granting all those facilities which made possible the
convening of the Conference. He also thanked the British Section of the World
Jewish Congress and its staff for successfully organising the Conference.

Tt was an historic occasion for Jews of so many lands to leave such a
Conference united in will and in purpose. The world had waged a victorious
war against the Fascist aggressors, but, as stated in his address at the opening
session, the war had not vet been won by the Jewish people. The Conference
was the beginning of the struggle of the Jewish people to win their own war by
rebuilding Jewish life in Europe and furthering the establishment of Palestine
as the Jewish National Home.

For the first time since the end of the war it had been possible to ascertain
what had happened in Europe from the personal reports of Jewish leaders of
the resistance and undergrouud movements. Congress looked back upon the
past in a mood of mourning and lamentation, but also looked ahead to the
tremendous tasks of rehabilitation, equipped with firm resolution and with a
policy based on reliable knowledge of what the hour demanded. The uncertain
future would be approached by the Jewish people, steadfast in its belief, con-
firmed by centuries of adversity, that the survival of Jewry transcended all
difficulties and obstacles.

Congress would go forward, not as a sectional group, mot even as a
World Jewish organisation with its own tasks, but as an instrument to promote
the future of the one Jewish -people, united by common bonds of limitless
suffering and undying hope.

The Special European Conference of the World Jewish Congress was
brought to its close by the Chairman, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, at 11.30 p.m.
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RESOLUTIONS“ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY BY THE

SPECIAL EUROPEAN CONFERENCE OF THE WORLD

JEWISH CONGRESS AT THE CLOSING SESSION,
THURSDAY, AUGUST 23rd, 1945.

POLITICAL COMMISSION.
RECONSTRUCTION OF EUROPEAN JEWISH COMMUNITIES,

The Conference maintains the view that the destroyed Jewish communities
of Europe should be assisted in the rebuilding of their economic and cultural life.

PALESTINE.

The Conference fully endorses the demand that the Palestine White
Paper of 1939 should be immediately abrogated and that the gates of Palestine
should be opened to unrestricted Jewish immigration and urges that the United

Nations should, without delay, give their approval for the establishment of a
Jewish democratic State in Palestine.

HUMAN RIGHTS.

The Special European Conference welcomes wholeheartedly and supports
the Charter of the United Nations which represents a milestone in the history

of hl}man relations and constitutes the foundations upon which international
relations may develop.

' It welcomes the statement made by Prime Minister Clement Attlee
in the House of Commons on August 22nd, to the effect that anti-Jewish

persecution is a matter that far transcends the mere domestic jurisdiction
of a State.

It expects that an authoritative interpretation of the provisions of the
Charter will state that no plea of sovereignty will be admitted in matters of
anti-Jewish legislation and practice.

It urges that the Commission on Human Rights be given the competence
to supervise factual situations and violations of human rights, its recom-

. mendations to be enforced by the Security Council.

It recommends that, with regard to the admission of new members of

. the Upited Nations the term, “ peace-loving,”” be interpreted as implying

infer afia the promulgation and enforcement of national laws, providing that
anti-racial activities and anti-Semitic and similar acts of incitement to racial
and religious hatred and discrimination are violations of public policy and
criminal law. -
REPRESENTATION, N

~ The Allied Governmer_lts are urged to provide for Jewish representation
in all appropriate international Organisations and Agencies concerned with
post-war rtelief, rehabilitation and reconstruction,

FORMER ENEMY NATIONALS.

(1) The Special European Conference urges Governments and inter-
national Agencies to exclude Jews who are, or were, nationals of former Axis
countries from all discriminatory or confiscatory measures to which nationals
of these countries are or will be subjected.

It'requests that stateless Jews of such origin will not be presumed to tevert
to their former nationahty, unless they expressly so desire.
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(2) The Conference refers to the pledges repeatedly given by Govern-
ments, military authorities and international Agencies to the effect that Jews
of former enemy hationality persecuted because of their race or religion will be
treated like Allied nationals. It regrets that it has been ascertained that in many
instances these pledges have been disregarded, and expects that immediate
measures will be taken to remedy abuses and to accord just treatment to
these unhappy victims of racial persecution. -

RIGHTS OF ASYLUM.

The Special European Conference expresses its gratitude” to all Govern-
ments which have granted refuge to Jews of various nationalities who were
compelled to leave their countries of origin or former residence.

It trusts that no pressure will be brought to bear to compel them to leave
their countries of refuge before places of definite settiement of their choice
will be secured for them ; that meanwhile they will be granted the right to work
and freedom from special regimentation. Under no circumstances should they
be compelled to return against their will to their countries of origin or former
residence. ’

WAR CRIMES.

The Conference expresses profound satisfaction with the fact that the
United Nations, through the Charter of the International Military Tribunal
attached to the London Agreement of the four leading World Powers, have
recognised the principles advanced by the World Jewish Congress since 1942,
and contained in the statement and Resolution on the Punishment of War
Criminals, adopted by their Conference at Ailantic City, and have resolved
to bring to trial, in particular, the authors and perpetrators of crimes com-
miited “ on political, racial or religious grounds,” and that they have decided
to include conspiracy against the Jewish people as a charge in the indictments
of war criminals.

It urges the United Nations to meet the just claim of the Jewish people
to bé consulted upon and to be heard at the trials of the authors and per-
petrators of the monstrous crime against the Jews of Europe carried out
according to the plan of the Third Reich and its associates since 1933 and which
has resulted irrthe-murder of six million Jews.

COMMITTEE ON INDEMNIFICATION AND REPARATIONS.

(1) The Executi:ae of the World Jewish Congress is requested to make the
following statement =—

Tn the matter of indemnification the Executive, in all negotiations with
Governments tegarding the heirless property of the Jews of those countries,
will be guided by the views of the democratically organised Jewish representative
bodies of these countries. A

(2) The Special European Conference urges that- property and rights
belonging to Jewish communities, organisations, funds, trusts and other
institutions which have ceased to exist, and to Jewish families considered
extinct, be handed over for their temporary administration in trust, pending
their final disposal, to appropriate national Jewish agencies or, wherever no

such agencies. exist, to an appropriate international Jewish agency. ~
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' (3} The Special European Conference recalls the principle according to
which Jews of former Axis nationality are to be treated as Allied nationals
apd expects that assets belonging to such Jews, wherever these assets are
situated or {ieposited, will be returned to their rightfu! owners and that their
eventual claims for compensation will be taken into proper consideration.

(4) The Sp.ecial El}ropean Conference trusts that the restoration of Jewish
property and rights will not be affected by a programme of nationalisation

unless this programme applies equally to non-Jewish assets of the same
character.

COMMISSION ON CULTURAL REHABILITATION
The Conference :

(l)‘ Congratulates the Jewish Communities in all parts of liberated Europe
fpr their vigorous efforts in the restoration of their spiritnal and cultural
life and records with profound satisfaction their first achievements in this field ;
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‘(2). Expects that all the Governments concerned will accelerate the
restitution to the Jewish communities of their communal property, in
particular of the cultural treasures plundered by the Third Reich ané its
assoclates since 1933, and expresses the hope that the United Nations will

lend gﬂ mecessary help in the great work of the religious and culturat
resuscitation of European Jewry ;

(3) Exhorts all Jewish organisation to co-ordinate their efforts in dis-

charging their common duty towards the promotion of th.
of the Jewish people : p n of the cultural progress

(4)‘Urges the Unitet.i _Nations to recognise all the activities of the Jewish
people in the field of religion, culture and education as partial aspects of the
endeavour to preserve and further develop Jewish tradition -and culture ;

. (CS) 1:Exp1regses the firm conviction that within the prospective Educational
and Cultural Organisation of the United Nations appropriate i
will be accorded the Jewish people. PROpRATe representation

(6) On the assumption that the furtherance of cultural activities i
_ : activities 1s one
of the main tasks of the World Jewish Congress, the Conference urges that the
Cultural Department of the Congress shall implement the following decisions

taken by the Commission for Cultural Rehabilitation of the Conference
namely ; ’

(@) to save, salvage and preserve the Jewish cultural treasures in
Europe ;
(b)) to coIlf:ct, register' and utilise for the purpose of research and
enlxg,htepment in the service of the Jewish people the whole material
concerming the history of the Jewish catastrophe in Europe ;

(c)' to establish a central as well as regional organs for the
co-ordination of thfese _activities, to invest them with adequate authority
and to place at their disposal the necessary financial means from a fund
to be created for this specific purpose ;

_ (d) Simultanecusly _thc Conference expresses the wish that the
fnﬁtféﬂ Wgrk of the Iﬁlstltute of Jewish Affairs shall be extended in close
collaboration with all similar existing Institutions, especially i
and Czechoslovakia ; © » ipecialy in Poland
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{¢) Furthermore, the Conference insists that the World Jewish
Congress shall make every effort in order that an adequate understanding
of the Jewish people, in accordance with its historic dignity and
significance, should become an integral part of general education ;

(f) The Congress shall take an active part in the internationally
organised scientific eradication of racialism and its anti-Semitic
derivatives ; '

(g) The Congress shall support, with the means from the above
mentioned special fund, all. Jewish creative forces in the sphere of the
arts and sciences ;

(%) The Conference expects that the Congress shall resume and
extend its former activities among Jewish youth, which endeavours to
umite all Jewish Youth Organisations on the basis of their common
national interest, and shall use for this purpose all resources and means
at its disposal.

COMMISSION ON ORGANISATION.

(1) The Conference expresses deep satisfaction with the fact that, for the
first time since the outbreak of war, representatives of the Jewish communities
of the majority of the European countries have met at this Conference.

The Conference regrets that the Jewries of some European countries
were not represented, some of them although they had elected delegates who,
for technical reasons, did not arrive in time.

The Conference expresses the sincere hope that the next Conference will
be held with the participation of the Jewries of every European country
without exception, and especially of the Soviet Union.

(2) The Conference recommends to the Executive to summon the seeond
assembly of the World Jewish Congress during 1946, to be converred by demo-
cratic representation.

Having regard to the special conditions of the Jewish communities in the
various countries, the Conference recommends that the method of representation
should be agreed upon between the Executive and the respective territorial
units of the Congress. '

COMMISSION ON RELIEF AND REHABILITATION.

(1) The European Conference of the World Jewish Congress held in
London from the 19th to 23rd August, 1945, re-affirms the resolutions adopted
by the War Emergency Conference of the World Jewish Congress in Atlantic
City, November, 1944, which affirmed the resolve of the World Jewish
Congress actively to participate in relief and rehabilitation, on behalf of the
Jewish population in European countries. It is at the same time the duty of
the World Jewish Congress to introduce into its relief work the spirit and
principles of the World Jewish Congress, and especially the principles of
national solidarity of the self-help character of the relief work and its con-
structive purposes.

The Conference notes with satisfaction the efforts of the World Jewish
Congress to co-ordinate the activities of the existing Jewish relief organisations
and hcpes that such efforts will be continued until a successful conclusion is
reached.
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The Conference declares its approval of the resolutions adopted by the
recent World Conference of the Zionist Movement in London concerning
relief activitics to be done by the World Zionist Organisation and the
principles of co-ordination of the activities in this particular field, and calls
upon the World Jewish Congress to participate in their realisation.

(2) The Conference learns with deep apprehension of the reported
situation of Jewish inmates in the camps in Germany, revealing the intolerable
inadequacy of food, medical and clothing supplies, and the low spiritual and
physical state of the inmates. These reports show that, at this date, many
months after the liberation of Europe, the mortality rate in the camps is still
* very high and that no measures have yet been taken to satisfy the cultural
needs of the inmates of the camps and to free them from the unbearable
atmosphere of an internment camp.

The Conference appeals to the Alled Governments, to the military
administration and to UNRRA to put an end to this shameful situation and
to secure for the inmates of the camps, after so many years of starvation and
of terrible persecution, the necessary food, clothing and medicaments, and to
satisfy, at least to some degree, their spiritual and cultural needs.

The Conference trusts that refugees will be enabled at the same time
to contact thelr relatives and friends in other countries. It is expected, at the
same time, that until homes can be found for the inmates of the camps, they
will be settled in special places where they will be able to live and to work as
free people and to regain their human dignity. )

The Conference strongly maintains that special care should be devoted to
Jewish children inthe camps. It conceives it the duty of the military administra-
tion, of UNRRA and of Jewish organisations to take the children out of the
camps and to secure their maintenance and their general and Jewish
education. It is to be taken into consideration that under existing conditions
in Palestine, that country is the most suitable for securing their general welfare
and education.

The Conference expects that it will soon be possible for representatives
of the World Jewish Congress to go to Germany, and with the assistance of
Jewish communities in surrounding countries to organise the cultural and
spiritual work of relief for the inmates of the camps, and to re-establish their
contact with the Jewish people throughout the world.

The Conference conveys its most cordial greetings to our brothers and
sisters in the camps. We are all with them, ready to help them ; we shall not
rest until we have secured a future of freedom and dignity for them, as also
for all other Jews who were upreoted from their homes by Nazi barbarism.

(3) The Conference expresses its consternation with the situation of
Jews in ex-enemy countries who, having been deprived of their physical,
spiritual and economic well-being at the hands of the Fascist régime, are not
Teceiving the necessary assistance from Governments and international relief
agencies, and are being condemned to hunger and homelessness.

The Conference draws the attention of UNRRA to the resolutions
adopted at its previous plenary sessions in Atlantic City and Montreal,
according to which assistance is to be given in ex-enemy countries to victims
of persecution because of their race or religion or because of their sympathy
for the United Nations. The Conference expects that these resolutions will
be realised in spite of the existing administrative and technical difficulties, and
appeals at the same time to other imternational bodies and to Allied
Governments to secure the necessary assistance for Jews in such territories.
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(4) The Conference draws the attention of Jewish and general public
opinion to the situation of tens of thousands of Jews in some Western
European countries, who are being considered aliens from the technical point
of view. They do not receive any assistance from the Governments of their
respective countries, but on the contrary, are being deprived of their rights,

-especially in the field of employment. The Conference appeals to the respective

Governments to put an end to this practice of discrimination and to grant
to alien Jaws the same assistapnce as to the citizens of their countries,
taking into consideration that those Jews, in many cases, have been resident
there for many years, and have almost all of them been victims of Nazi
persecution. The Conference expects, at the same time, assistance from
UNRRA for such persons regardless of whether they are Allied nationals or
nationals of ex-enemy countries, since it is the declared responsibility of
UNRRA to assist all victims of persecution.

(5) The Conference notes with satisfaction the decision of the Executive
Committee of the World Jewish Congress to start a relief campaign for Jewish
children in the countries of Europe, whose aim is to secure the maintenance
and the education of Jewish orphans and Jewish children in general, and in
the first instance to take back Jewish children from non-Jewish homes and
institutions. The Conference calls upon the Jewish communities throughout
the world to co-opsrate in this most important campaign which will be
conducted in close co-operation with other Jewish institutions and organisa-
tions, and ,especially with the Jewish Agency for Palestine, with regard to
children who will be brought to Palestine from the countries of Europe. The
Conference expzcts al the same time the necessary co-opsration in its
campaign on the part of the Governments and the inter-governmental relief
bodies.
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