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EXCERPTS FROM STATEMENT BY RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM OF NEW YORK,
DIRECTOR OF INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT, AMERICAN JEWISH
COMMITTEE AT CHRISTIAN-JEWISH RECEPTION, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS,

FEBRUARY 12, 1965 #
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Based on extensive travel throughout the United States. since
I returned from.Romg last Seétembér, when it was my good fortune |
to be ﬁresent in Vatican City:during the Ecumenical Council
debate on the proposed Declaration relating to Catholic-Jewish
relations, I have come to the firm.conclusién that the overwhelming
majority of the Jewiép people'- including our Rabbinic and Synagoguai-
leadership - have warmly wélcomed the initial approval of the

"Jewish decree' and look_fprward with keen interest and expectancy

to its adoption and promulgation at the fourth session of the

Council which‘beginé next'SepteﬁSer 14.

While there'have.Been a few individual Jewish spokesmen who
have reacted negatively to the decree,'the preponderant Jewish
sentiment, both in the-Unitgd étates and overseaé,.has-looked)
with much favor on the action of the 2, 306 Council Fathers. From

the Jewish man and woman in.the street, to the Chief Rabbis of

" numerous nations, 1ncludlng the State of Israel —Jews regard the

Vatlcan Councll's condemation of anti—Semltlsm and their repudlatlon

of the ancient "deicide" charge (“Christ-klllers") as representlﬂg

a potentially historic turnlng point in the 1,900 years of the

'Christlan—Jew;sh encounter.
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A new chapter of Christian-Jewish history has already been
ushered in and strong new foundations of greatly increased under-
standing between Christians and Jews have already.been forged by
virtue of the unprecedented "educational seminar" that took place
in St. Peter's basilica during the third session when 2,300
Council Fathers confronted their attitudes toward Jews and Judaism
and made up.their minds overwhelmingly to condemn the injustices
of the past and to reach out to the present;day Jewish people
with an open hand of respect 'and brotherly esteem. The fact that
the American Catholié hierarchy has recently éSEabiished a special
Commission on Ecumenism, headed by Cardinal Shehan of Baltimore
and with Msgr. William Baﬁm of Kansas City as Executiyve Secretary,
.is an indication ofihé; real is the commitment of the American
Catholic Church to advancé.in concrete ways both egdmeﬁical under -
standing between Cathélics and Protestants and interreligious
fraternity‘between.Catholicg and Jews. Nevertheless, the promulga-
tion of the Jewish decree reégins_unfiﬂighed'businesé of utmost -
importance, if for no other-ééason than that millions-of'péople

'I

have come to’ 1nvest the passage of that. declaratzon with symbolic

meaning, as an ultimate test of the good faith of the Catholic
Church toward the Jewish people and the Church's commitment to 3
clarify "orbe et urb;" (for the city and the world) its ancient .

contradlctlons and aﬁbivalences toward the people of Israel.

This revolution in Christian-Jewish relations, of course,
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owes its strength equally to both pillars of Chfistenéom -
Protestantism and Catholiciém. This new atmosphere of trust and
friendsh;p, of acceptance of religious co-existence in its finest
sense, is a proﬁuct of years of ecumenical and interreligious

pioneering on the part of world and national Protestant leaders.,'

- While perhaps much less public fuss was made about it, Jews

everywhere have been deeply moved by the growing and powerful
assault against the religious roots of anti-Semitism conducted

by the Protestant community. The milestones are there plain

for all to see - the 1961 resolution of the World Council of

Churches which condemned distorted teachings about the Jews as
"Christ-killers;" the June 1964 resolution of the World Lutheran
Federation which condemned anti-Semitism as rebellion againsﬁ the

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob} the October 1964 resolutions of

‘the Episcopal Church which_rejected‘the deicide charge and called

/

for earnest dialégue between Episcopalians and Jews.

From first-hand and per;oqal experience, I know of the
historic contributions mad?;;y leaders of thé American Catholic
hierarchy and the Protestant denominations to this.radically
changed and hopeful atmosphere. I am here in behaif.of the :
Americqp Jewish-Committee to pay peréonél tri?ute‘%o the mégnific?§t
and unfailing leadership_given tbis great cause by the distinguished
leaders of the catholig Churcﬁ;-Archbishop Robert E..Lucey and

Bishop Stephen’ieven, and by the worthy Episcopal leader, Bishop

—-—
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of the Council, during which the opponents of Catholic-Jewish
friendship seemed to be prevailing, Archbishop Lﬁcey and
Bishop Leven assumed Prophetic leadershis and worked to mobilize
their colleagues in a‘qut war against anti-Semitism add bigotry.
Bishop Jones and his colleagués assumed similar Biblical grandeur
when last October they rose to_tﬁe moment of truth to overcome
suspicion and mistrust and to supplant it with feelings of love
and fellowship. In‘the annals of our people, they and the hosts
of their colleagues who share their .commitments will be adjudged
"the righteous.amongyfhglpeopies‘of the'earth who are assured

their place in the world to come.'"
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EXCERPTS FROM AN_ADDRESS BY RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM, DIRECTOR OF

_ NTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS, THE AMERICAN JEWISH COFWITTEE
BEFORE NORTH_ AMERICAN COLLEGE:IN ROME, ITALY

- WEER OF SEPTEMBER 20 - 24, 1965, ON
"Immuc:ous RELATIONS IN LIGHT OF . -

NEW REALITIES OF NUCLEAR- SPACE AGE"

‘It is impossible to unéefsténd what is happening at the
Eéumenicﬁl Céuncil or what_islhappening in Ecumenism énd the inter-
religious wofld at large, unless we make an effort td comprehend
the contfadictory situ&;ion with which we of“the.Western wofl&,
.and we of the Western Religions, in particular, are confronted
today.. |

The ultimate contradiction, quite obviously, is that poéed -
for the entire human family by the nuclear age itself. The science
‘and technology which hold out the possibility for the first time
.in man's recorded history of banishing the scourges of poverty,
disease and ignorance, are at the same'tiqe a Pandora's box of
a§0calyptic terror that enables modern man to Joverkill" himself

at least 125 timeél
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IIn the middle of tﬁe 11th century, tﬁe{Catholic Church was
in a;position'to enfocce e 5Tcuce of Godh uﬁich greatlflreetricted
the time when it was. permlsSLble to carry on warfare. By means
of the Truce of God the Church prOhlblted warfare between con-'
tending partles from Wednesday evening to donday morning of each
'week and durlng the period of Church festlvals. Thus, there were
at least theoretlcally only eighty days for fighting in each; year,ll
and never more than’ three consecutive days. The difference.be- H
tween the unitary society of the Middle Ages in which the Church
helo-effecuive policical poWer and the felatiue_impoteuce:today
of all the Qhurcheslcombinedlto affect, for example, the decisions
“:f.or the pre;rehtion of the prolifere:tion of nuc le.ér'.bombsl is too
I-obvious_to require comment. Never;ﬁeless,'this paraﬁount "social
actionﬁ'question muetcbe c0n£ronéeu withfa-neu seriousnees as Eﬁ
whether the Prophetlc moral, and sp1r1tua1 resources of the
world's ‘major religions cannot be asserted at th%.s.-crit:l.cal hour
to help achieve a 20th century "Truce of God" before the world
destroys 1tse1f in a nuclear-m15811e holocaust, and almost tragi-

-com1cally, elther'through mechanlcal error or human_mz.s}calculatwnf
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Schema 13 on "The Church and the Modern World" which expresses

in concrete terms the spirit of Pope John's great Encyclical,

Pacem_lp Terris ,.together with eimilarly £ér-reaching'docqments
of the World Council of Cﬁurches, and analogous pronoupcements by
world jewish bodies, reliéious féaders of-iélam; Buddhism,
:;Hlndulsm, and Confucianlsm, make clear that there is ln fact an
'ciemerglng consensus on the centrel moral issues of world peace and
rworld community on the part of the faith communitles in the
,Qcc;dent and-Orient. 'As a.flrStIstepetcwatd-mcbll;ZLng the'
tremendces spititual energies that“reside.amcng'the millicns cf
' adherents of Christianity, Judaism, Islam and the religious_tra-
ditions of the East,_towerd the_reelization-of the peace objectives
tﬁat are shared by these traditions, I fofmally procose that
appropriate leaders of the £aith communities.take the initiative
in convening an ”Intetnational Coﬂfereece on Religion and World
_Peace." The recent cceference 6ﬁ "Religionlend_Race;” with which
' 1 was privileged to be'associated as progcaﬁ chairman, is test1;
mony to the great 1mpact that such a combined- rellglous.W1tnessl

can make. Based on the success cf such an. enterprlse, one could
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character. When leaders of the world's major religions will come
together at one table to pursue justice, charity, and peace in
freedom, we may well be witness to the beginning of the transla-
tion into reality of the prophetic vision of messianic peace fOf
all mankind, Pacem in Terris.

There are other decisive factors which have undergirded the
renewal and reform of religious communities, and foremost among
them has been the recognition of the part of Pope John of blessed
memory, Pope Paul, and other Catholic, Protestant, Orthodox, and
Jewish leaders of the radically altered new realities which con-
front all Western religions, and the West itself. (There is
substantial evidence that certain forms of "aggiornamento'' are
taking place among the major Oriental religions - Islam, Buddhism,
Hinduism - but this paper is confined primarily to a survey of
the Church and Synagogue of the Occident.

For the first time since the emergence of Christianity in
the fourth century as an established, organized religious com-
munity, Christians - and allied with them Jews and all others who
count themselves as citizens of the West - find themselves at one

and the same time as a minority and a majority. Out of the
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3.3 billion people who inhabit ouf:planet today, less than one
billion are Christians and Jews. Every year"22 million non-whites,
non-Christians, non-Jews are born into the world as contrasted
with eight million who are born Christian and Jewish. Thé annual
population growth rate, far example, in Asia is 2.6%, as compared
with 1.6% in the United States, and 0.77% in northern and western
Europe.

Roman Catholics today number some 187 of the total world
population, and population projections indicate that by the yeér
2000, the world Catholic community will number 11-to-=12% of the
6 billion inhabitants of the earth. 1In light of such statistiés,
Rev. Karl Rahner's insistence on the ''Diaspora’ situation of
Christians takes on concrete human meaning and is not just a
cha;ming Biblical metaphor to be taken abstractly (it takes oﬁ
méaning for Jews, too, but apparently Jews are veterans of fhe[
Exile and suffer less trauma, having come to grips with the
condition some time ago at Babylon). -

The "diaspora" situation of Christianity (and Judaism) is |
profoundly shaped by other forces aé well. The emergence of
communism as a global pseudo-lMessianic religion with'én effective
missionary enterprise and a determined anti—theistic'idéologicall

program, represents the most powerful and unprecedented opponent
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in the 1,900-y¢ar huﬁaﬁ experiehce of'Chfistiaﬁity; éince the end
of World War‘II,'14 formérly "Catholic” countfies-héve-become
Communist sateliites and more than.loo_million Christians are

ndw behind the Iron Cuﬁtain. The largest Communist pérties in

thg world,loutside Qf_the Iron,Curtain, are found in-predoﬁinantly
"Céthblic" cbuntries; name1y, France and Itély. The Gommuﬁist in-
roads in Cuba and the'considefable_hold‘of'commuﬁism in other
parts of Centrai and Laﬁin,America~are séurces of profound anxiety |
to the West. None of the dominant nations in the world today are
"Catholic" as contrasted with the pre-World II situation when
Catholicism was a ﬁajdr'pdlitical férce in'France, Ital}, and

the Balkans, and in Europe generally - and Europe was thé.majdr
force in the worid.

Another dimension of these "new realities” is the riée of the
_nétiqnalisms 6f'Africa and Asia. In many of these countries,
Cﬁristianity is regarded as the “whité manis feligibn,” the hand-
_méiden of_Western imperialism and colonialism. (Jews are involved
in maﬁy waﬁs in Asia and Africa through the activity of the
State 6f Israel'ﬁhich'has been carrying on a significant program
in technical assistance, To éome extent, the Israelis have also
béen looked upqﬁ-as agénts of the'hWestérn-imperiélist;colonial-'J

ist" world). The tragic massacres of missionaries in the Congo
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and Angela reveal the depths of the hostility of the African towar
the Westerner, evén if the Euxopeén was at omne timelconside:ed.a
Christian benefactor. The harrassment and banishment of Chrisfian'
missionaries in the Sudan is only one of the more recent of-a

long series of acts in many parts of Asia and Africa that have
reduced Christians to tolerafed minorities.

According to the Methodist publication, the Christian Advocate

the establishment of Islam as the official religion of Malaysia
resulted iﬁ a ban on religious teaching by missionaries and the
use of the radio for evangelical purposes. In Nepal; Methodist
miséionaries were allowed to opén a hospital on the promise that
they would not evangelize and that the government could take over
the équipment in five years if it so desired. In Ceylon,-thé
givernment has nationalized 2,500 Catholic and Protestant schools
which served 140,000 students. In the United Arab Republic,
Christian schools are permitted to stay open on the condition that
they allow the teaching of the Koran in the classroom by a Moslem .
teacher. |

Accompanying the rise of nationalism is the resurgence of the
Oriental religionms, once regardéd as moribund. Of the 242 million

Africans, for example, there are 35 million Christians (23 million
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are Roman CafholiCS, 7 million are Protestants,-and 5 millioﬁ
~are Eastern Ofthodox.- of tﬁe remaining Africahs,flGO millioniare
classified as ahimists; and 89 millioﬁ ére Mbslemsj. .Isiam, whick
numbers some 430.million adherents in thé world, has the most
aggﬁessive'missibnafy outreach in Black Africa. 'Islam conﬁerts
. seven Africans for every one African converted either to Catholi-
: cism or Protestantism. Every embassy of ‘the United Arab Republic
in Africa has an "attache" for Islamic affairs, which is a
- euphemism for a Hoslem missionary. Similarly, Buddhism (L53'1 2
million adherents), Hinduism (335 million adherents)-and Con;.-
fucianism (300 million adherents) have been undergoing a renais-
- sance, are rapidly developing politiéal soﬁhistiéatibn reflgctiﬁg.
itself in effective social organization (the new Buddhist quasi-
'Political structures in Vieﬁ-Nam are a powerful example),'and have
become increasingly competitive with Western Christianity.

| A statement on ''the Pope's Plan for Latin America’ which
apﬁeared in The.Catholic_World, edited by ﬁév. John Shéérin,-con-
tained a report by CELAM, the Episcopal Conférence éf Latin America
which discusses ffankly the situation of some 200 million souls

there. This report says that it is not unusual to find cases where
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60 or 70 ﬁé;eaht of the cbhples are ﬁithoﬁt-réligious marriages.
Some who are said.to be Catholics have not even been baptized.
There is one priest for every 5;b00 cbméaréd to one fdf every
seven or eight hundred in the United States. In a recent survey
in Chile, 60 percent of the men favored ébortioﬁ. The Latin
American population is increasing faster than that of any othe?
continent in the world. There is not.a siﬁgle government in Latin
America that is not threatened by ECdndﬁié upheaval and political
instability, fertile grounds for the marauding of the Castroites -
and Communists on the left and the Peronists and fascists (like.
the Tacuara movement in Argentina, in alliance with the thick
.nest of Nazi emigres and the Arab lLeague) on the right.

The '"'contradictory' aspect of the existential situatioﬁ that
I réferred to earlier grows out 6f the fact that at the momeﬁt
that Christians and Jews are becoming collectivgly a "minorit&"
living in the ''diaspora,' we are at the same time experiencing
an unprecedented growth and strength as a "majority' in thé United
States. The Churéhes an& Synagogﬁes in America, and.ﬁheir
auxiliary bodies, today have the highest rate of growth, the
highest levels of per capita contributions, the most extensive
building programs; the highest rate of attendance at religious

services and of enrollment of their children in religious schools,
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the most qérefully developed social welfare programs for youth,
the aged;_the delihquent, in efféct, from womb tb'tomb. fﬁis
growth has takeﬁ place not incidentally'in a free, voluntary,
pluralistic society, and notiin:a confessional CHurch-state arrange-
ment . But.this very growth and this very streﬁgth havé~ given many
Christiansland'JeWS - and other Americans - a ''buffered" vision
Y the world B 1a£ge. The description of the American state of
mind by Bishop Fulton J. Sheen is tragically accurate, 'Americans
live in a sumptuous'palaée in the midst of a vast’glum."

The problems of religious liberty, freedom:of consciénce,
_ the question of proselytization or witnessing, freedom of movement,
- the relationship of chﬁrch to state, racial and réligioug_&is4
crimination - once regarded as the preoccupation of Westerners and
Christians in the internal relationships between Catholics and
Protestants on the one hand, and Christians and ﬁews on the otker,
have now been catapulted onto the world scehe. In an age in which
there is instantaneous global communicati&ﬁ,:fapid traﬁsﬁortation
and mobility, it is no longer possible to '"keep under wraps' for
long, or to withhold from the judgment of a restive contempt for =

the human person or which deny him his '"natural rights.’
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An attack on a Negfo iﬁ Birmingﬁam'is condemmed tﬂé next day
in an editorial in a Ghana newspaper. The harrassment of : oo
Christian missicnaries in Jerusalem is.protested on the front pages
of Christian newspapers and the generél press in various parts'of'
the world (I speak here in defense of the rights of the responsible
‘missionaries, not the "rice missionaries” who deceive children
and who exploit the desperate poverty and'confusibn of newly-
arrived Jewish immigrants from Arab countries).  The denial of
the religious rights of a Protestant or Jew in éﬁain or in Colomb;a“
is the subject of a'cﬁnsultation within a matter of houré in New
York or Genmeva. The banishment of priests and nuné'ffom Indonesia
results in immediate protests.

From the foregoing, I would summarize three:conclusions:

(1) A wrid teetering on the briﬁk of nuclear destruction
can little afford the perpetuation of an atmosphere of hatred,
division, and suspicion. “

(2) fhe human society, both East and West, fHIEatened by
moral decay and materiaiiém, needs eﬁéry humén and spiritual
resource to meet the overwhelming needs and challenges of our age.
Repressive,'mptually antagonistic‘religions éﬁd racial and ethnic
group conflicts will paralyze méﬁkind in its effortlto ﬁeet the

challenges of survival;_ The monopolies and hegemmﬁie; of the past
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must give wé§ to a gloﬁailpluralism in which, in the'WQfdslof
Pope John's encyclical, 'Pacem in Terris, "the universal ¢ommon
good, that is, the common good of the entire human family" is.
promoted.

(3) Religion itself will be irrelévaﬁt if it-continues to
perpetuate the glaring contradiction between preaching high moral
principles of 1ové, sympathy and ch_a;itsr,."and ai.low.i._ng the.
undisciplined practice of the opposite in the forms of race
prejudice, anti-Semitism, anti-Catholicism, anti-Protestantism,
and other ethmnocentric blasphemies.

It is my thesis that the issue of relétions bétween Christiaﬁs
and Jews has reached the point of ripeness, a point of maturation
in a way that can be seen analogously in terms of the ripeness
and the fullness which relations between the Negro and white
societies have reached.

In many ways the mythology, the unreality, the capacity to
abstract human rélatioﬁships and to empty them of solid human
meaning and feeling find its analogy in the relations betweé&n
Christians and Jews. What we have begun to confront in the relé-'
tionships between Christianity and Judaism and between Christengom
and Jews is the fact that there is a fundamental ambivalence

historically and theologically within Christian teaching and
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within Christién social practice Whiéh we have begun to face in
a way that has never been confronted before in the past nineteen
hundred years of the Christian-Jewish encounter. Just as the
social revolution of the Hegroes today has caused us to confront
the race issue in a way that we cannot escape, so certain
revolutionary facts of the twentieth century have made the
Christian-Jewish confrontation inescapable.

I believe that the Nazi holocaust and all that that has:
meant for the Christian conscience, as well-as the tremendous
needs of a new world of the 20th century in which Christians and
Jews together find themselves increasingly a minority in relation
to a non-White, non-Judeo-Christian world, are compelling us to
confront the deep realities of the contact between Christians and
Jews. Fundamentally, Christianity has never made up its mind
as to where it stands in terms of its common patrimony with
Judaism and its daily attitudes and relationships and behavior
toward Jews.

Within the past four to five years all of us have lived
through what in fact may be the most revolutionary period in the
history of the Christian-Jewish encounter over the past two

millennia. As in race relations, the Churches have begun to seek
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to reéoncile_the ambivalences and the contradictions between
theology and history. The Vatican, through the Ecumenical
Council's initial approval of a declaration dealing with Catholic-
Jewish relations; the World Council of Churches, which has adopted
a very forthright resolution at New Delhi in December, 1961, and
which has been carrying out a significant program of confronting
this evil,'fhis scandal of anti-Semitism which hangs like an
albatross on the conscience of the churches, and American Cafholic
and Profestant bodies have all contributed dramatically to the
powerful assault against anti-Semitism. Thgir wide-ranging pro-
grams of textbook and curriculum revision, teacher training,
seminary education, retreats, adult educatioﬁ, have been con-
frOnting increasingly the issues of responsible portrayal of

Jewé and Judaism. The Church must reconcile her teachings of love
and charity and fraternity with the practices of her faithful,
which have far too long been marked by contempt and animosity

for the Jew. While it is recognized that anti-Semitism arises

out of multiple phenomena, political, social, economic, Christians
cannot allow Christianity to be exploited by anti-Semites and
bigots to advance this teaching, which is an anathema to the

Church.
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Those 6f us who stood in Rgmé on those two daysI1ast year
when the Jevish declaration was iﬁtroduced to the Council,
witnessed the'turning of a cycle of history. A cycle of history
that was for far too long ﬁalignanﬁ has begun to turn, and may
yet become benign, may yet allow Christians and Jews to approach
each other, not through the myths, the superstitions and the
hostilities of a pole@ital past but as human beings, sons of
Abraham, to share a common patrimony in their love of God and

therefore, their love for one another.






