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EXCERPTS FRbM.AN.ADDRESS BY RABBI MARC_H._TANENBAUM,_DIRECTOR OF

. INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS, THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

_BEFORE_NORTH AUERICAN COLLEGE IN ROME, ITALY

'WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 20 - 24, 1965, ON

"INTERRELIGIOUS RELATIONS IN LIGHT OF

NEW REALITIES OF NUCLEAR-SPACE AGE"

It is impOSSLble to understand what is happenlng at the
Ecumenlcal Counc11 or what is happenlnﬂ in Ecumenlsm and the inter-
rellglous world at large, unless we make an effort to comprehend
the contfadicﬁory situation with Which we of“the'Western wofld,
and we of the Western Religions, in particular, are confronted
‘today. u

The uitimate'cqntradiction, Quite bbviously, is that pdéed 4
for the enfire'human family by the nuclear age itself. Tﬁe-science
and technology which hold out the possibility for the first time
Iin man's recorded history of baﬁishing the scourges-of poverty,
disease and ignorance, are at the same'time a'Péndora's box of
_ pocalyptlc terror that enables modern man to "overklll” himself

at least 125 times!
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In the mlddle of the llth century, the Cathollc Church was
-1n a position to enforce a "Truce of God" Whlch greatly restricted
the time when it was permlsSLble to carry on.warfare.:-By means
of the Truce of God the Church proh1b1ted warfare between con-
tending partles from Wednesday even1ng to-ﬂbnday morning of each
Jweek, and durlng the perlod of Church festivals. Thue,ithere were
at least theoretically only eighty days for flghtlng in each _year,
and never more then threeﬁccnsecut;ve days, The d;fference.be-
 tween the unitary”scciefy of the ﬁiddlelAges iﬁ:which the Church
held effective political power.end the relative_impotehce.today
of ‘all the Churches combined to affect, for example, the decisions
ffor_the'prevention of the prcliferefion of nucleer bombe is foo
_.qbvious_fo reqqire_comment. Nevertheless, this paramocnt "social
action" question must be COnffbnted'wfch a new seriousness as &
whether the Prophetic, moral, aﬁd,spirituel resources of the
'Iﬁorld.'s __ma'jor fel’fg_i.o_ns 'c'_aln_nc_)'t:‘___ be 'asse__rt_led at :'tﬁiég;britical hour
.to_help echfeve aﬂfOth century "Trucelof ch" before the world
destroys itself in a nuclear-m15511e holocaust, and almost tragl-

-comlcally, elther through mechanlcal error or human mlscalculatlon. -



53

. Schema 13 on "The Church and the Modern World” Whlch expresoes
dn concrete terms the sp1r1t of Pope John s great Enoycllcal

Pacem In Terris , together with Simllarly.far-reachlng documents

. of the Vorld Council of'Cﬁurches;'andgenalogous'pronoupcemeoto b?'
~ world Jewish bodieS'-reiigioue ieacers ofwiéiam; Buddhism,
_Hlndulsm, and Confucianlsm, make clear that. there is in fact an
1emerg1ng consensua on the central moral lssues of world peace and
world community on,the parr of the faith communities in the”
IOceidentland brient. As a first step'toward-mobilizing.the
*tremendous sp1r1tua1 energies that re31de among the millions of
"adherents of Christlanlty, Judalsm, Islam and the rellgious tra-
ditions of the East, toward the realization of the,peace objectives
that are*ehered_by these,rreditions, I formally propose thata
appropriate leaders of the feith'communitieo'take the'inirierive.
in convening an "International Conference on Religion ahdJWorld
.“Peace;”. The recent coofereoce on TReligion,anleace}" with which
T ﬁas privileged to beiaesociared as progre; chairman, is tesfi;
mony to the great impact that such a combined-religious.witness-
can make. "Based-oﬁ-the_occcese'of'euch en.enterprise,'one could

then visuaiize the possibility of a world-widenmEeting of a similar
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character. When leaders of the world's major religions will come
together at one table to pursue justice, charity, and peace in
freedom, we may well be witness to the beginning of the transla=
tion into reality of the prophetic vision of messianic peace for
- all mankind, Pacem in Terris.

There are other decisive factors which have undergirded the
renewal and reform of religious communities, and foremost among
them has been the recognition of the part of Pope John of blessed
memory, Pope Paul, and other Catholic, Protestant, Orthodox, and
Jewish leaders of the radically altered new realities which con-
front all Western religions, and the West itself. (There is
substantial evidence that certain forms of "aggiornamento' are
taking place among the major Oriental religions - Islam, Buddhism,
Hinduism - but this paper is confined primarily to a survey of
the Church and Synagogue of the Occident.

For the first time since the emergence of Christianity in
the fourth century as an established, organized religious com-
munity, Christians - and allied with them Jews and all others who
count themselves as citizens of the West - find themselves at one

and the same time as a minority and a majority. Out of the



3.3 billion people who inhabit ouf planet today, less than oné
billion are Christians and Jews. Every year“22 million non-whites,
non-Christians, non-Jews are born into the world as contrasted
with eight million who are born Christian and.ngish. The annual
population growth rate, for example, in Asia is 2.6%, as compared
with 1.6% in the United States, and 0.7% in northern and western
Europe.

Roman.Catholics-todéy number some 18% of the total world
population, and_populafion projections inéicate'that by the year
2000, the world Catholic community will number 1l-to-12% of the
6 billion inhabitants of the earth. In light of such statistics,
Rev; Karl Rahner's insistence on the "ﬁiaspdra" situation of
Christians takes on concrete human meaning and is not just a
charming Biblical metaphor to be taken abstractly (it takes on
.meaning for Jews, too, but apparently Jews are veterans of the
Exile and suffer less trauma, having come to grips with the
condition some time ago at Babylon).

The "diaspora' situation of Christianity (and Judaism) is
profoundly shaped by other forces as well. The emergence of
communism as a global pseudo?Messianic religion with an effective
missionary enterprise and a determined anti-theistic ideological

program, represents the most powerful and unprecedented opponent
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iﬁ the'l,ﬁoo-year humaﬁ experieﬁce of'christiaﬁitf}_ Since the end
of World Var 11, 14 fofmerly "Catholic" countrieé héve become
Communist satellites and more than 100 million Christians are
now behind the Iron-Curtain. fhe largest Communist'pérties in
the world,foﬁtside of the Iron Curtain, are found in'predominantly-
""Catholic' countries; namely, France and.Italy. The Communist iq-
roads in Cuba and the considerable hold of commuﬁism in other
parts of Central and Latin America are sources of profound anxiety-'
tofthe West. 'NOne.of'tﬁe daminént'ﬁat@oﬁs‘in ﬁhe'ﬁorld today are
”Catholic" as contrasted with the pre-Wbrld_II situationlwheﬁ
Catholicism was a major political force in France, Italy, and
the Balkans, and in Europe generally - and Europe was the major
force in ﬁhe world.l |

Another dimension of these "neﬁ realities"” is the rise of the
nationalisms df'Africa and Asia. In many of these countries,
Christianity is regarded as the "white man;s religion,” the hand-
maiden ofIWesternnihperialism aﬁd coloniaiism._ tJéWs ére-involyéd
in mﬁﬁy wa&s in Asia and Africa th:ough the activity of the
State of Israel which has been carrying on a significant program:_
in technical assistanceﬁ To some extent, the_Israelis have also.
béen lqoked upqn-aé agents of fhe “Weétegn-imperiélistholonia1- ;

ist'" world). The tragic massacres of missionaries in the Congo
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and Angela reveal the depths of the hostiiity of the African_toward
'éhe Westerner, even if Ehe Eurdpqén_was-at.one timelbonsidgred a
Christian benefactor. The harrassment and banishment of‘Chrisfian
missionaries in the Sudan is only one of the more recent of a

long series of acts in many parts of Asia and Africa that have
reduced Christians to tolerated minorities.

According to the Methodist publication, the Christian AdVOgatg

the establishment of Islam as the official religion of Malaysia
resulted in a ban on religious teaching by missionaries and the
use of the radio for evangelical purposes. In Nepal; Methodist
missionaries were allowed to open a hnspital on the promise that
they ﬁould not evangelize and that the government could take over
the equipment in five years if it so desired. In Ceylon, the
givernment has nationalized 2,500 Catholic.and Protestant gchqols
which served 140,000 students. In the United Arab'Republic,
Christian schools are permitted to stay open on the condition that
they allow the teaching of the Koran in the classroom by a Moslem
teacher.

Accompanying the risé of nationalism is the resurgence of the
Oriental religions, once regarded as mpfibund. Of the 242 million

Africans, for example, there are 35 million Christiéns (23 million
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are Roman Catholics, 7 million are Protestants, and 5 million

are Eastern Ofthode. Of the remaining Africans, 160 million:are
classified as animists; and 89 million are Mbslemsj. Islam,'which
" numbers some 430 million adherents in the world, has the most
aggfessive missibnary'outreach-in.Black Africa. ‘Islam converts
seven Africaﬁs fﬁr.every one African converted either to-Catﬂoli-i
cism or Protestantism. Every embassy of the United Arab Republic
in Africa has an "attache' for Islamic affairs, which is a
euphemism for a Moslem missionary. Similarly, Buddhism (153
million adherents), Hinduism (335 million adherents) and Con-
fucianism (300 million adherents) havg been undergoing a renais-
sance, are rapidly.déveloping politiéal sophistiéatioﬁ refieéfigg
.itself in effectivelsocial orgahization (the new Buddhiﬁt quaéiF-
Political structures in Viet-Nam are a powerful exampie), and have
become increasingly competitive with Western Christianity.

A statement on '"'the Pope's Plan for Latin America' which

appeared in The Catholic World, edited by Rev. John Sheerin, con-
tained a report by CELAM, the Episcopal Conférence of Latin Améfica
which discusses frankly the Situation of some 200 million souls

there. This report says that it is not unusual to find cases where
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60 or 70 percent of the couples are withoﬁt‘religious marriagés.
Some who are said to bé Catholics have not even been baptized.
There is one priest for every 5,000 compared to one for every
seven or éight hundred in the United States. 1In a récent survey
in Chile, 60 percent of the men favored abortion. The Latin
American population is increasing faster than that of any othe#
continent in the world. There is not a single government in Laﬁin
America that is not threatened by eccndﬁié upheaval and political.
instability, fertile grounds for the marauding of the Castroites -
and Communists on the left and the Peronists and fascists (like.
the Tacuara movement in Argentina, in alliance with the thick
~nest of Nazi emigres and the Arab League) on the right.

The "contradictory“ aspect of the exiStential situatioﬁ that
I referred to earlier grows out of the fact that at the moment
that Christians and Jews are becoming colléctivély'a""minbiitj"
living in the "diaspora,' we are at the same time experiencing
an unprecedented growth and'étrgngth as a "majority'" in the United
States. The Churches and Synagogues in America, and their
auxiliary bodies, today have the highest rate of growth, the
highest levels of per capita contributioné, the most extensive
building programs, the highest.rate of attendance at religious

services and of enrollment of their children in religious schools,
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Itﬁe mo st éérefully developed social welfare programs for youth,
_the aged, the delinquent, in effect, from womb tq'tomb. This
-grthh haS'takeﬁ place not incidentally in a free, vbldntary,
pluralistic_society, and not in a confessional church-state arrange-
ment . But this very growth and this very strength havé~given many
g Ghristiéns and Jews - and other Americans - a "buffe;ed” vision
of the world at large. The description of the Ameriéan state of
mind by Bishop Fulton J. Sheen is tragiéally accurate, 'Americans
live in a sumptuous palace in the midst of a vast slum."

fhe probiems of religioué liberty, fréedomcof conscience,
the question of proselytization or witnessing, freedom of movement,
the relationship of.church to state, racial and religious &is-
érimination - once regafded as the preoccupatioﬁ of Westerners and
Christians in the internal relationships between Catholics and
Protestants on the one hand, and Christians and Jews on the otler,
Ihavé now been éatapﬁltedwonto'the wor 1d sceﬁef In an age in which
there is instantaneous global communicatioh,_fapid tranSporﬁation
and mobility, it is no longer possible to “keep under Wraps" fof
long,.or'to withhold.from'the judgment of a festive COntémpt for

the human person or which deny him his "natural rights.”
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An attack on a Negro in Birmingham is condemned_tﬁe ngxt day
in an editorial in a Ghana newspaper. The harrassment of |
Christian missicnaries in Jerusalem is.protestedzon the front pages
of Christian newspapers and the general press in various parts of
the world (I speak here in defense of the rights of the responsible
‘missionaries, not the "rice missionaries" who deceive children
and who exploit the desperate poverty and confusibn'of newly-
arrived Jewish immigrants from Arab couﬁtries);_The denia; of
the religious rights of a Protestant or Jew inléfain or in Colombia
is the subject of a'conéﬁltation within a matter of hours in New
York or Gemeva. The banishment of priests and nuns from Indonesia
results in immediate protests. |

From the foregoing, i.would summarize threélconélusions:

(1) A world teetering on the brink of nuclear destrqc:ion
can little afford the perpetuation of an atmosphere of hatred,
division, and suspicion. " |

(2) The human society, both East and West, ﬁhreatened by
moral decay and méteriaiiém, needs every human and spiritual
resource to meet the o#erwhelming needs and challenges of our age.
.Repressive, mutually antagonistic_religions aﬁﬁ racial and ethnic
group conflicts will paralyze maﬁkind’in'ibs effort to meet the

challenges of survival. The monoyoliesland hegemoﬁigs of the past
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must give wéy to'a-glohai.pluralism in ﬁhich,'in the'wofds of

Pope John's encyclical, '"Pacem in Terris, "the universal common
good, that is, the common good of the entire human family" is.
promoted. - -

(3) Religion.itself will be irrelevant if it continues to
perpetuate the glaring contradiction between ﬁreaching.high moral
p;inciples of love, sympathy and charity, and ailowing the
undisciplined practice of the opposite in the forms of race
| prejudice, anti-Semitism, anti-Catholicism, anti-Protestantism,
and other ethnocentric blasphemies.

It is my'thesis that the issue of relations'bétween Christians
and Jews has reached the point of ripeness, a point of maturation
in a way that can be seen analogously in terms of the ripeness |
and the fullness which relations between the Negro and white
societies have reached.

In mahy ways the mythology, the unreality, the capacity to
abstract human relationships and to empty them of solid human
meaning and feeling find its aﬁalogy in the relations betweén
Christians and Jews. What we have begun to confront in the rela-
tionships between Christiénity and Judaism and between Christendom
and Jews is the fact that there is a fundamental ambivalence

historically and theologically within Christian teaching and
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within Christian social practice which we have begun to face in
a way that has never been confronted before in the past nineteen
hundred years of the Christian-Jewish encounter. Just as the
social revolution of the Negroes today has caused us to_confront
the race issue in a way that we cannot escape, so certain
revolutionary facts of the twentieth century have made the
Christian-Jewish confrontation inescapable.

I believe that the Nazi holocaust and all that that has:
meant for the Christian conscience, as well as the tremendous
needs of a new world of the 20th century in which Christians and
Jews together find themselves increasingly a minority in relation
to a non-White, non-Judeo-Christian world, are compelling us to
confront the deep realities of the contact between Christians and
Jews. Fundamentally, Christianity has never made up its mind
as to where it stands in terms of its common patrimony with
Judaism and its daily attitudes and relationships and behavior
toward Jeus.

Within the past four to five years all of us have lived
through what in fact may be the most revolutionary period in the
history of the Christian-Jewish encounter over the past two

millennia. As in race relations, the Churches have begun to seek
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to reconcile the ambivalences and the contradictions between
theology and history. The Vatican, through the Ecumenical
Council's initial approval of a declaration dealing with Catholic-
Jewish relations; the World Council of Churches, which has adopted
a very forthright resolution at New Delhi in December, 1961, and
which has been carrying out a significant program of confronting
this evil, this scandal of anti-Semitism which hangs like an
albatross on the conscience of the churches, and American Catholic
and Protestant bodies have all contributed dramatically to the
powerful assault against anti-Semitism. Their wide-ranging pro-
grams of textbook and curriculum revision, teacher training,
seminary education, retreats, adult education, have been con-
fronting increasingly the issues of responsible portrayal of

Jewé and Judaism. The Church must reconcile her teachings of love
and charity and ffaternity'with the practices of her faithful,
which have far too long been marked by contempt and animosity

for the Jew. While it is recognized that anti-Semitism arises

out of multiple phenomena, political, social, economic, Christians
cannot allow Christianity to be exploited by anti-Semites and
bigots to advance this teaching, which is an anathema to the

Church.
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| Those of us who stood in Rome on those two'days last year
when the Jewish declaration was introduced to the Council,
witnesééd thelturning of a cycle of history. A cycle of history
that was for far too long malignant has begun to turp, and may
yet become benign, may yet allow Christians and Jews to approach
each other, not through the myths, the superstitions and the
hostilities of a polemical past but as human beings, sons of
Abraham, to share a common patrimony in their love of God and

therefore, their love for one another.





