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to Jews as they understand full explora

such as, Jew1sh h1storical cont1nu1ty, the strong sense of 

J ewl.sh peoplehood, and Jew1sh rell.gl.ous development 1n the post

perl.cd as reflected 1." the oral law and the opl.nl.ons and 

decl.sl.ons ot the Talraud1c and Rabbl.nl.c scholars and teachers. 

In other words, even a sympathetl.c treatment of "Old 

Testament" Jud isn in Ch.rl.st1an educat10nal l.nstl.tutl.Qns Wl.ll not 

prepare students for an adequate understandlnq of COi1.tempo

rary Jews and Judal.Bm. 

Interest1ngly, Catho11c hl.qh schools score somewhat better 

on these grounds. Understandably 1 a smaller percentage of thehl 

offer courses 1.n Jewl.sh studl.es (27.3%), but thel.r responses showed 

a somewhat fuller treatment of the of the NaZ1 Holocaust 

(e1ther 1n rel1g10n or 1n church h1story courses). The Catho11c 

h1gh schools also scored a h1gher percentage on teach1ng the h1story 

of the State of Israel . 

The h19h school responses, 1nc1dentally, appeared to be 

supported by the responses of the d10cesan school super1ntendents. 

50% of them responded that the treatnent of present-day Juda1sm was 

covered 1n the1r schools ; 55 . 5% 1nd1cated the1r be11ef that the1r 

r e 11g1ous textbooks carr1ed an adequate and posit1ve treatment of 

Juda1sm and 1tS relat1onsh1p to Chr1st1an1ty; 49% sa1d that the 

theology of Juda.l.sm was part of the curr1culunl of the secondary 

schools; and 18% sa.l.d the schools dealt w1th the theolog1cal 5.1.g-
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111..rl.cance of the State of Israel. 

Whl.le these questl.ons may pol.nt to some negatlve fl.ndl.ngs 

o f the survey, they must also be vl.ewed 1n th~ ll.ght of the past. 

'l'nere 1.5 no pre-Vatlcan II study W1.th whl.ch to compare our present 

results, nevertheless we have no reason to doubt that the responses 

are better today than they would have been fl.ve years ago - and the 

l.ncreased pos~t~V'e l.nterest 1n Jew1sh studl.es and 1n l.nstl.tutes on 

Jewl.sh-Chrl.st~an re!atlons 1S reflected 1n the klnas of comments 

made by the respond1ng 1nstitut10ns. (A sampl1ng of the answers 

gl.ven are carrl.ed in the append1x of the study). 

For those who do offer courses on Judal.sm, the1r evaluatl..on 

of the courses ranges frDmbgood to excellent. (A very small per-

centage l.ndl.cated a "poor'l response.) 

Most ~nst~tut~ons ~nd1cated v1sLble rewards both 1n the 

courses on Judal.s ,n ana 1n the 1nst1tutes. As Sl.ster Rose Albert 

Ther1ng, O. P ., surnma~1zes these responses : 
, 

"Almost every college engaged l.n an unplementatl.on of the 

Conc111.ar State.tlent stated, 1n one way or another, that students, 

faculty, adrnl.nl.strat l.on, and the cOllununl.ty (both Chrl.stl.an and 

Jew1sh) surroundl.ng the l.nstl.tut1.on developed a deeper understand-

1n9 , awareness, and apprec1.at1.on not only of each other but of t hel.r 

own fa~th and tradl.tl.on. Both Testaments of the Sacred Scrl.pture 

became fllore meanl.ngful to the Chrl.stl.ans. In these classes, there 

was focus long on Jewl.sh roots that apparently had not evel1 'been 
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guessed. A deep apprec~at~on of Jew~sh sp~r~tual~ty resulted. A 

deep 1nterest 1n Jewish thought was generated not only as 1t re-

lated to Chr1st1an1ty and present-day s1tuat1ons, but an apprec1a-

~lon of the grandeur of Juda1sm 1tself developed. 

"An awareness of the .l.n)ustl.ces meted out to Jews throughout 

h1story helped remove latent pre)udl.ces, and attl.tudes moved toward 

::eal brotherhooi:3 .. II 

In general, a hl.qh proportion of the respondents felt that 

the courses and 1nst1tutes encouraged JewlSh-Chr1st1an understand.l.ng 

and frl.endsh.l.pi moreover, they appeared to evoke expecl.ally good re
i 

sponses among students. A number of graduate students were st1MU-

latad to carry out rese"arch proJects deall.nq \"'1.th BJ.bll.cal, Hl.storl.-

cal , or Il.turgl.cal aspects of the 1nterrelatl.onshl.ps between Judal.sln 

1 
Questl.on ~27 aSKed for an evaluatl.on of the l.nstl.tutl.ons' 

efforts at ~plementat~on of the vatl.can II Statement . Of Catholl.c 
colleges and unl.versl.tl.es, 27% responded livery good", 28.3% "good", 
13% "falx", 6.7% "poor." Among the 'Ivery good" responses were such 
op1.nl.ons as these: 

IIIn the excellent atmosphere 
here, we feel we have shown 

Yl 
of Jewl.sh~hr1.stl.an 
that Vatl.can II was 

"Our student response 1.5 excellent. II 

"Great progress has been made 51.nCe Vat1can II" . 

relat1.ons 
I for real t ••• " 

(Sem1.nar1.es) "Thl.S l.nstl.tutl.on recognl.zes l.ts responsl.
b~ll.ty to ~plernent Vat1.can II's Statement, and 1.t has 
taken some s1.gn.l.tl.cant steps to r.leet l.t ; much st1-11 re
mal.ns to be done, hOwever." 
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ana Chr~st~an1ty. (In one un1vers1ty, a M. A. comprehens1ve exam 

found very knowledgable responses to the questl.on: "How would you 

reconc11e Matthew's hand11ng of the Jews 1n the Passl.on narrative 

Wl.th t=he Statement of Vat1can II?") From the corrunents of those 

who answered the questl.Onna1re, 1t would seem that l.rnplementatl.on 

of the Concl.ll.ar Statement was very rewardl.ng. The sampl.l.ng of 

Catholl.C l.nstl.~utions of hl.gher learnl.ng (65.5%) shows an overall 

honest effort to 1mplement fhe Concl.ll.ar Statement, and perhaps 

most encouragJ..n9 J many of file 1nstl.tutl.ons Wh1Ch have made begl.n-

n1ng5, l.ndl.cated thel.r deS1re and any Wh1Ch have done 

ll.ttle have l.ndl.cated a des1re to begl.n. (Seml.narl.es - "Badly 1.n 

need of further development and unplementatl.on. Hope to do so.") 

Se~eral schools requested add1t1ona1 cop1ea of the questl.onna1.re 

as a bas1.s for future programm1ng. (The quest1onnal.re 1tse1f has 

proven to be a tool of teachl.nq, br1.n91n9 faculty members to an 

awareness h1therta not present.) 

Lack of quall.£1.ed~personnel, lack of funds, and lack of 

tl.me 1.n already crowded schedules appeared to be the maJor l.mped1.

ments, rather than lack of l.nterest or leadershl.p, for programml.ng 

1n Jew~sh-Chr1stl.an studl.es. 

RECO~~£NDATION5: 

In ll.ght of the foregol.ng fl.ndl.ngs, the authors of thl.S study recom

Illend 1) Colleges, unl.versl.tl.es , and seml.narleS should consl.der 1.n

clud1ng 1n thel.r currl.culum a course related to the Nazi Holocaust , 
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the h1story and theology of the State of Israel. These areas could 

very well be covered 1n a survey course on Jews, Juda1sm, or Jew1sh-

Cnr1stlan relat1ons . A well-prepared faculty member could cover 

thlS materlal 1n a course on the h1story of Israel. 

2) Nore attentl.on should be gl.ven to the l.ntertestarnental per1od, 

partl.cularly the Rabbl.nl.c background of the New Testament for 

sernl-nary students who will be the future pr1.ests preacli1.ng homl.ll.es . 

3) To help prep,are faculty 1n these areas, 1nstltutes of Jewl.sh 

stud1.es - such as those conducted by the Amerlcan 3ewl.sh Comml.ttee 

and the Antl.-Defamatl.on teague of BlnaI. B'rl.th - need to be can-

tJ.nued. 

4) Hl.gh school textbooKs , even those w1.th good l.ntergroup or1.enta-

tl.ons, need to ad~uate treatment of the Naz~ perl.od 

and the State of Israel. 

0) A h>gh school 

_s needed. 

,) Hl.gh school facultl.es need to be g1ven rno e opportun~tl.es for 

f urther preparatl.on l.n thl.s fl.eld of study so as to be able to 

teach more adequately courses on Jews and Judal.sm, the Nazl. Holocaust, 

~na the State of Israel. Instl.tutes of studl.es l.n Judal.srn and 

Chrl.stl.anl.ty offered durl.ng the surraner months at unl.verSl.tl.es a,1d 

colleges can make possl.ble the necessary educatl.on l.n these areas 

whl.ch many teachers never recel.ved when dOl.ng thel.r graduate work 

l.n Theology, Sacred Scrl.ptures, or Hl.story. Teachers should seek 
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1. .1 S f' :!:'V.' . .'=e prograns from thel.r local dl.ocesan or archdl.ocesan offl.-

clals. School off~ces could co-sponsor these programs wl.th the 

local unlvers~ty or college. 

7) The Offlce of Super~ntendents should cons~der takl.ng the ~nl.t~a-

tlve In provldl.ng l.n-SerVlce educat~on l.n these areas. 

8) The settl.ng up of ll.brar~es on aewl.sh-Chr~st1an relatl.ons ~n 

Ecumenl.cal Instl.tutes and 1n varl.OUS schools • 

• 
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Still on the agenda 
When a natIon faea an external tll reat, the last thmglt 

needs IS a CIVil war It IS understandable, theretore, why 
tile israeh Cab,nel a(:,ed SO rast to patch over dIfferences 
Illat arose within tile nallon and among Jews throughout 
!,he world over the quest'on of who os I Jew Vel no one ,s 
deluded Ibll the dlfre~ncC$ remain and thai they musl be 
resolved some day 

In til,s connKtlon we commend 10 our reade~ Ihe 
follOWing VieW o f the slh.allon by RabbI Narc H 
Tanenbaum , duector of the Intctnupous Alillts 
Oijiartmcnt ot .he AmcnQn 1ewl5h CommIttee 

A preapltate redefinltlon ot wllo IS. Jew, especIa lly 
one that would depart radl~lIy from the hlStonc Jewish 
scI( unde~tandJl\g that has been operative o ve r tile pasl 
2 000 yean - namely that a Jcw j,$ one botn of. Jew ISh 
mother. or one who converts to Juda,sm _ would k:ld 
Inevllably 10 I profound rupture In Ihe un,ty of the JeWIsh 
people 1'101 only In Israel but WIthin e\/Cry JewISh 
communtty throughout the world 

At a lime when I$rael contlnues-Io be n"leG .bout by 
nahOns pled(lCd to destroy or weaken her a rel",ous and 
Ideolo"eoil KUL TURKAM PF PItting Jew, ~In" Jews IS I 

luxury tha t Israel can little afford 
'AI the same lime Jews In Israel and Ihrou£,houl the 

world rc CO&:no~e tha t the ISSUe r~lscd by the Israeh 
SUpreme Court decos,on Ihal allowed fommander Shaht to 
regIster hll non Jewuh WI fe :lnd chI ldren as Jews by 
nahonahty rather th::1n by teloglon ,s 100 fundamental a 
questIOn rOt JudaIsm and the world JewISh communlly 10 
be ,eg~rded n fmally resolved through a pohhcal deCIS ion 
of the israeli Cabinet 

When the os~ue or Israel s phySical s(:Cllnty 1\ no longer 
p:uarnounl In Ihe conSCIOlJliness of the Jcwish people 
therc can be hllie doubt that a great debate wdl surface 
throughout the whole o f world Jcwry over the qucsllon of 
JcwI!h Idenhty , not unlike the Widespread dialogue that 
Vahc;Jn Council II bas Inaugurated over Chnsllan IdentIty 

In tlial debate, one COIn only hope that potanutlon 11'111 

be kept to a minImum and that the ments ,n the respectIve 
pOSItIOns o f the vanous schools of thOUGht _ religiOUS, 
nallonallSt, seculan!t - Will be acknow!edJ;Cd and 
Incorpor.Ued In Ihe unlvel'S;l! JeWISh consensus 

Wh"~~':5C ~~S Ut~~rrT~::h m~~i~,~"n,th: ~~~~~~ r~~~,'~~, 
and Ihat II has preserved JeWish Idenhly across thous.:.nds 
of years of d lspenlon In rore,gn eultures, and In fact kept 
ahve the ancestral memories of return to the Holy Land as 
a religIOUS obl~tlon 

There IS ment also In the Rtform JeWish poSItion, 
whIch opposes the lliiC by ~me Orthodoll leaders In Israel 
o f the pollllcal instruments of J soverclJln state to Impose 
thclr Interprelatlon of Judaism on the enhre JeWIsh 
people 

'"I11ere IS ment 100, In the Conservative J eWISh posillon 
which claims that JudaISm 15 the rellJllous expressIon or a 
umversal JewISh clVlirz.ahon lIIId must nOI eJ(clude forms of 
Iden toficahon bCSldes that of religion 

"As Jews both In Israel and elsewllere sort oul the 
paradollcs and complexlt,cs of theIr IdentIty problems II 
WIll be servIceable for all 10 keep In mind the old YIddISh 
proverb, VOS MIR SEINEN, SEINEN MIR OBER 
YIDDIN SblNEN MIR, "Whatever we are, we Ire, but 
above aU else, we are Jews" 
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