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nificance of the State of Israel.

While these questions may point to some negative findings
of the survey, they must also be viewed in the light of the past.
There 1s no pre-Vatican II study with which to compare our present
results, nevertheless we have no reason to doubt that the re;ponses
are better today than they would have been five years ago - and the
increased positave interest in Jewish studies and i1n institutes on
Jewish-Chraistian relations 1s reflected in the kinds of comments
made by the responding institutions. (A sampling of the answers
given are carried in the appendix of the study).

For those who do offer courses on Judaism, their evaluation
Of the courses ranges from good to excellent. (A very small per-
centage 1indicated a "poor" response.)

Most institutions indicated visible rewards both in the
courses on Judaism and in the anstitutes. As Sister Rose Albert
Thering, 0. P., surmmarizes these responses:

"Almost every college engaged in an implementation of the
Conciliar Stateqent stated, in one way or another, that students,
faculty, administration, and the community (both Christian and
Jewish) surrounding the institution developed a deeper understand-
ing, awareness, and appreciation not only of each other but of thear
own faith and tradition. Both Testaments of the Sacred Scripture
becane more meaningful to the Chraistians. In these classes, there

was focusing on Jewish roots that apparently had not €ven been

——— - - -

-



>

" Tanenbaum p. 18

guessed. A deep appreciation of Jewish spirituality resulted. A
deep interest in Jewish thought was generated not only as it re-
lated to Christianity and present-day situations, but an apprecia-
cion of the grandeur of Judaism itself developed.

"An awareness of the injustices meted out to Jews throughout
history helped remove latent prejudices, and attitudes moved toward
real brotherhood."

In general, a high proportion of the respondents felt that
the courses and institutes encouraged Jewish-Christian understanding
and friendship; moreover, they appeared to evoke expecially good re-
sponses among studenta.l A number of graduate students were stimu-

latad to carry out research projects. dealing wath Biblical, Histori-

cal, or liturgical aspects of the interrelationships between Judaism

1
Question #27 asked for an evaluation of the ainstitutions'

efforts at implementation of the Vatican II Statement. Of Catholic
colleges and universaties, 27% responded "very good", 28.3% “good",
13% "faair", 6.7% "poor.". Among the "very good" respocnses were such
opinions as these: |

"In the excellent atmosphere of Jewash-Chraistian relations
here, we feel we have shown that Vatican II was 'for real'...”

"Our student response 1s excellent."

"Great progress has been made since Vatican II".
(Seminaries) "This institution recognizes 1ts responsi-
bality to implement Vatican II's Statement, and 1t has

taken some saignificant steps to meet 1t; much still re-
mains to be done, however.”
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and Chraistianity. (In one university, a M. A. comprehensive exam
found very knowledgable responses to the question: “How would you
reconcile Matthew's handling of the Jews in the Passion narrative
with the Statement of Vatican II?") From the comments of those
who answered the questionnaire, 1t would seem that implementation
of the Conciliar Statement was very rewarding. The saméllng of
Catholic institutions of higher learning (65.5%) shows an overall
honest effort to implement the Concaliar Statement, and perhaps
most encouraging, many of the ainstatutions which have made begin-
nings, indicated their desire to do more, and many which have done
little have indicated a desire to begin. (Seminaries - "Badly in
need of further development and implementation. Hope to do so.")
Several schools requested additional copies of the questionnaire
as a basis for future programming. (The questionnaire itself has
proven to be a tool of teaching, brainging faculty members to an
awareness hitherto not present.)

Lack of qualified personnel, lack of funds, and lack of
time 1in already crowded schedules appeared to be the major impedi-
ments, rather than lack of interest or leadership, for programming
in Jewish~Chraistian studies.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

In light of the foregoing findings, the authors of this study recom-
mend 1) Colleges, universities, and seminaries should consider in-

cluding ain their curriculum a course related to the Nazi Holocaust,
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the history and theology of the State of Israel. These areas could
very well be covered in a survey course on Jews, Judaism, or Jewish-
Cnristian relations. A well-prepared faculty member could cover
this material in a course on the history of Israel.

2) More attention should be given to the intertestamental period,
particularly the Rabbinic background of the New Testament for
seminary students who will be the future priests preaching homilies.
3) To help prepare faculty in these areas, institutes of Jewaish
studies - such as those conducted by the American Jewish Committee
and the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith - need to be can~
tinued.

4) High school textbooks, even those with good intergroup orienta-
tions, need to consider more adeqguate treatment of the Nazi period
and the State of Israel.

Z) A high school curriculum for the hastory of the State of Israel
-5 needed.

5) High school faculties need to be given more opportunities for

further preparation in this field of study so as to be able to

teach more adequately courses on Jews and Judaism, the Nazi Holocaust,

and the State of Israel. Institutes of studies in Judaism and

Christianity offered during the summer months at universities and
colleges can make possible the necessary education in these areas
which many teachers never received when doing their graduate work

in Theology, Sacred Scriptures, or History. Teachers should seek
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11 sexvice prograns from their local diocesan or archdiocesan offi-
cials. School offices could co-sponsor these programs with the
local university or college.

7) The Office of Superintendents should consider taking the initia-
tive in providing in-service education in these areas. .

tions in

8) The setting up of libraries zm,“:l-:h—chrxstzan rela
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Still on the agenda

When a nation faces an external threat, the last thing it
needs 1s a civil war [t 1s understandable, therefore, why
the Israch Cabinet acted so fast to patch over differences
that arose within the nation and among Jews throughout
the world over the question of who i1sa Jew Yet nooneis
deluded that the differences remain and that they must be
resolved some day

In this connection we commend to our readers the
following view of the situation by Rabbi Mare H
Tanenbaum, director of the Int 1gious airs
Department of the American Jewish Commuttee

A precpitate redefimtion of who 1s a Jew, especially
one that would depart radically from the historic Jewish
self understanding that has been operative over the past
2 000 years — namely that a Jew is one born of a Jewish
mother, or one who converts to Judmism — would lead
inevitably to a profound rupture in the unity of the Jewish
people not only in lsracli but within every Jewish
community throughout the world

At a time when Israel continues to be ninged about by
nations pledged to destroy or weaken her a religious and
ideological KULTURKAMPF pitting Jews agamnst Jews1s a
luxury that Iscael can httle afford

YAt the same time Jews in Israel and throughout the
world recogmize that the issue raiscd by the Israel
Supreme Court decssion that allowed Commander Shalt to
register his non Jewish wife and children as Jews by
nationahty rather than by religion 18 too fundamental a
question for Judaism and the world Jewish community to
be regarded as finally resolved through a political decision
of the Israeh Cabinet

When the ssue of Israel s physical sccunty is no longer
paramount in the consciousness of the Jewish people
there can be Iittle doubt that a great debate will surface
throughout the whole of world Jewry over the question of
Jewish identity, not unhke the widespread dialogue that
Vatican Council 1] has inaugurated over Chnstian identity

In that debate, one can only hope that polanzation will
be kept to a rmunimum and that the merits 1n the respective
positions of the vanous schools of thought — religious,
nationalist, seculanist — will be acknowledged and
ncorporated in the universal Jewish consensus

“There 1s unarguable ment in the Orthodox position
which asserts that Torah religion, i1s central to Judasm,
and that 1t has preserved Jewish identity across thousands
of years of dispersion in foreign cultures, and in fact kept
alive the ancestral memories of return to the Holy Land as
a religious obligation

There 1s ment also in the Reform Jewish position,
which opposes the use by some Orthodox leaders in Israel
of the political instruments of a sovereign state to impose |
their anterpretation of Judaism on the entire Jewish
people

“There 1s ment too,n the Conservative Jewish position
which claims that Judaism 1s the religious expression of a
umversal Jewish civilization and must not exclude forms of
wdentification besides that of religton

“As Jews both in Israel and elsewhere sort out the
paradoxes and complexities of their identity problems it
will be serviceable for all to keep 1n mind the old Yiddish
proverb, VOS MIR SEINEN, SEINEN MIR OBER
YIDDIN SEINEN MIR, “Whatever we are, we are, but
above all else, we are Jews "
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