*
AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
G406 4 b

% «

é’% +'O

7 S S
3>y

THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

Preserving American Jewish History

MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection, 1945-1992.
Series A: Writings and Addresses. 1947-1991

Box 3, Folder 17, "Festivals of Hope - Passover and Easter", 1
April 1977.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(513) 221-1875 phone, (513) 221-7812 fax
americanjewisharchives.org



- | 57 —1777

RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE
DOMESTIC SERVICE" -7- FRIDAY, APRIL 1, 1977
FESTIVALS OF HOPE -=- .

PASSOVER AND EASTER
By Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum* (4-1-77) i .

Passover and Easter coincide again this year on the calendar, as
they do so often, but historical evidence shows that their similarities
of origin and practice are more than mcr< coincidence., The palm
branches, for example, that are used on Palm Sunday have a root in
Jewish practice. The celebration of Easter cn Sunday likewlse stems
from ancient Israelite practice. Thus, in 1977, as Jews and Christians
prepare to mark two of their most meaningful festivals, we should be
aware of the roots of both and their special meaning that these two
holdays hold for all humankind today.

This year, the Christian Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday,
April 3., and xcAches i1ts climax seven days later on Easter Sunday.
The celebration of the Jewish Passover holiday starts with the Seder
ritual on the evening of April 2,

These major Chrastrzan and Jewish holy seasons stem from bonds of
"family relationship" that link Christians and Jews to a common
Biblical source., This does not mean that Jews and Chraistians do not
ascribe differing meanings to these sacred days but the fact is that
the positive interrelationships between the two are deeper and more
significant than some people have been willang to acknowledge.

Easter cannot be understood today in all its meaning, including
its rituals and 1ts symbols, as Jesus and the early Christians knew and
lived them, without studying more carefully the world of first century
Pharasaic Judaism (on uhich all of contemporary Judaism 1is based).
Such an examination reveals, for example, that the palm branches used
on Palm Sunday stem from Israelite practice. The Gospel according to
John (12:12 f.) states that a great multitude "that had come to the
feast (of Passover?...took branches of palm trees and went out (from
Jerusalem) to meet" Jesus as he approached the city. Historically we
know that amcng the Israelites, the lulav, a collection of varied
branches of which palms were the core, were used significantly in the
marking of particular holidays, especially those with an agricultural
association., The carrying of thesc branches was a key feature of
ceremonies Which involved praying for sufficient rainfall to assure
the production of bountiful crops. Since the Passover festival,
coinciding waith the Spring planting, was an agricultural festival of
prime importance, the lulav branches played a significant part, as they
did in the celebration of Sukkot, the Fall harvest festival, and other
holidays with an agricultural theme., In Jesus' day, many of the
people who jolned Jesus and his disciples on the road to the Mount of
Olives, were performing the well-established lulav ceremony in keeping
with Israelite tradition.

A second example of the interreladtionships between Laster and
early Israelite practice stems from the celebration of the holiday
on Sunday. The question 1s asked as to why Jesus and many other Jews
planning to celebrate the Passover festival at the Temple came to
Jerusalem on Sunday, four days before the beginning of the holiday.
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The answer lies in the fact that the Israeclites of that day
used a pentecontad calendar, which was essentially agricultural in
cheracter, It divided the year into seven periods, cach of which,
called a pentecontad, consisted of seyen weeks plus one day. This
fifsieth day stood apart from the normal seven-day week and was
knewn as a rost sacred and important day of the year. This day,

marred with speecial holiness as the first day of the new year, became
Easter Sunday.

n the ezrly Jewish calendar, Sunday was the beginning of.the
week snd the cay was measured from sunrise to sunrise. In 950 B.C.,
durire King Solcmon's recign, the measurement of the date was changed
to surset to surset. Thc Christians who observed Palm Sunday and

Easter Sunday were prescrving the pracitices of the earliest Jewish
calendar,

Whar, Jesus and his followers came to Jerusalem on Sunday bearing
palms, they were engaging in-a religious 'purification rite" prior to
the Pasiover holiday. The Chrastian practice of sunrise services on
Easter funday rcplicases the Israslite practice of religious services

at sunrise, with the special connotation for the day that was held
to be tke oceginning o the new year.

The pilgramage to the Mount of Olives also stems from ancient
Jewish practice, Professor Julius Morgenstern points out that
Jewish folk tradition held that on the Sunday preceding Passover,
King David went tc the Moint of Olaves, alsc zalled Har Ha-Mashhat,
the Mount of the Destrojer, The Angel of Death was supposed to
reside there, and the bzlief was that the King entercd TINC mountain
cave for the seven days of Passover, where he struggled with Ghe
Angel of Death. The Israclites believed that King David dcfeated the
Angel of Death, was resurrectecd and came to Jerusalem riding on an
ass. Thus, the King of Iirael returned from the realm of death to
the realm of life, ln&ugggg;*ng for his people hopefully a new year

of abundance and goud- Ss '~ is portrayed in the Gospecls as a
descendant of bLavid, ¥as thus clcary, jcenacting the drama of redemp-

tion in keeping with the folk traditicas of the Jewish people.

In these +nd in meny other aspects, Passover and Easter both
confront Jer® and Christians with the rcalit+iesg of evil, corruption,
sin and i~Justice in our imperfect world. But both Jews and Christiars
bear witi€ss to the fact that the One God, thc God uf Abraham, Tsaac,
Jacop snd of Jcsus, 1s a God experiecnced in acts of liberation.

The -armers of ancient Israel were helped to endurc the bleakness
and barrenness ol winter by the promise of spring and 1ts renewal of
1:fe apd hope. Today, at a time of bleakness compounded of violence,
trime, greed and injustice, the springtime promise of renewal and of

hope for mankind, as symbolized by Passover and Easter, arec more
aceded than ever,
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