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Tho human rights we defend are not dist
duties—that 1s, the nght and duty o T voun Ky
g y of man to be 1espor

ta}us fellow men, and ultimately, to God eiiteto e,

| n signing wternational agicements, such ns those of I

‘ U.SSTK has bound atselt not only to 1elax its totu]?ta:xlrfr!xm\l\l'zr:;;sut;g
handhng some mdividunl and 1sol ited cnses, but to publicly acknow I-
edgo that 1, too, believes and iflums that the human bemg comes

first—all the rest after
Thank you I introduce now, m y fuend, Rabb: Marc Tanenbaum
weleome, '

Mr. Prey, Rabbi Tanenbaum,
STATEMENT OF RABBI MARC TANENBAUM

| Rabb: Tancnsauat Senator Pell and Mi Fuendl
the committee—first, I should like to begin with an e!pml?: !::F eiit(f
tude for this invitation to appear beforo you this moinin .
Thero 1s a study on “Religious Laberty in the Umted gfates” by a
leading Presbyterian scholai, Prof Elwyn Smith, 1 which he males
the case quite persuasively that the st uggle for 1chaious libert
n ;Illg '%Tn&teg Statc? was alntccfedcnt. to all other liberties ¥
study demonstiates that freedom of conscience be. -
stone—the foundation of all other Iiberties 1n our socxe‘:‘.?f‘ 'ri:qhtg:'ifkcﬁ%
%1 addressing owselves to the issue of religious Iiberty in the Soviet
nion and 1n Eastern Europe, and indeed, thioughout the world, we
ilru, in fact, hfting up to human consciousness a concern for all human
1berties—freedom of speech, ficedom of assembly, freedom of the
press That 1s why a commitment to the defense of relizious hbert
1:-.::1 Helsinkt, and based on the Helsink: agreement, and a forthright
advocacy on the dpart of the Amcrican delegation 1n Bolerada
are absolutely fundamental not only to religious hberty in the Soviet
. Union and 1n Eastern Europe, but to the cnuse of Iiberty in this coun
1 try A:nd e]sawlillell;o thro:ighout the world, ’
! you well know, the Jewish community, as you will 1
! cfm from my friend and collengue, Rabb Isrugi Miller and f1 éﬁgg}ﬁg
rom the National Conference on Soviet J ewry, are decply concerned
as a matter of priority about the rnght of the Jewish people and otheis
mn ];t;h?, tslgv'lfet anm?: to leave that country
, ut the Iact of the matter 1s—the reality 1s that even
that as a primary obligation withm the gew;sh comml:lr?lgre ::Egolls
creasingly as many Chuistian friends understand that as g rionty con
::::-:; tll:s:?l “-éll botu%v\\'lzer(&‘ l})letw?fen 2 and 2% million Jews wlro rc:
@ Soviet Union Their futuie, therefore, ng Jevw ]
right to remnin Jews 1n the Soviet Union, a16 vor T
cerns and raise the questio a ' i i e R
| sc:r;r];ca lnlui t;ostl}n{'igont ¢ I:\yr.:f religious liberty and freedom of con-
o 11ght to self-determination—to i
educational or self-determination—is r: Iﬁcg.g.sﬂ;u:}:::{'gi ::g:?:;ﬁlcg:?

cern Wo hope s
e 1:%" :!ncorcly that the meeting 1n Belgrade will address 1t-

itself to bo turned

Soviet Union, which apparently 15 pretty desperato these days, to t
'

to make a case th
Helsinly ammm‘: they are, in fact, honoring Basket Thres of t]lg
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Prof Wilham Fletcher of the Univeisity of Kansas, a Baptist scho-
lar who testified at our Maich 16 hearing, indicated that despite all
the oppiession, all of the Soviet government’s cainpuigns secking to -
undermine religious commitments with all their determination to pre-
vent the perpetuation of 1eligious culture on the part of all believers
in the Soviet Umion, theie 1s, in fact, today an estimated 45 percent
of the Soviet population who continue to regard themselves as “be-
lievers” of one form or another.

It seems to me essentinl to unmask what, in fact, has been an in-
credible shell-game which has been played especially since the days
of Xhrushchey During the Xhrushchev 1egime, a 1ather remarkable
piece of melodrama was played out in which Khrushchev allowed for
the fitst time members of the Russian Orthodox Church to becomo
members of the World Council of Chuiches, That was taken as an
effort on the part of the U S S R. to sustain rehigious hiberty throngh
association among 1eligious groups And, 1n fact, that deception pre-
vailed 1n a world that was yearming for some sign of support of
{reedom of conscience.

But while the public impression was created that the World Coun-
c1l of Churches was embracing one of 1ts sister churches, the Russian
Orthodox Church, the Soviet regime began quietly and systematically
to turn off, suppress, repress the Russian Orthodox Church Seminar-
1es were closed, churches were converted quietly into museums—and
very little of that was reported publicly.

g you have this rather extraordinary phenomenon on the stage of
the woild community—a widespread impression—Dbeing promulgated
by the USSR of an incieased support of freedom of conscience,
rehigious liberty and free association Beneath the public appeaiances,
the exact opposite situation was taking place

If that was true with regard to the Russian Orthodox Church and
to the Christian bodices, 1t was even moie demonically tiue with 1e-
gord to the Jewish commumty

The Jewish community has been placed in n vise Unless there is
an opportunmity to allow rabbis and religious educators to be tiained
and unless religious education for childien beneath the age of 18 1s
permitted, we will find a whole generation of Russian-Jewish people
as well as Russian-Chistians {acing what ultimately cannot be chai-
acterized by other than—and 1t 18 not hyperbolie language—spirifual
genocide Unless that vise of repiession 1s opened, there will take place
the extinction before our eyes of a whole religious civilization 1n the
Soviet Union,

Mr Chanman, religious commentators and socinl scientists increas-
ingly document and 1eport that an axiologieal 1evolution 1s underway
in the world today Theie 1s o widespicad spinitual revival taking
place 1n this countiy as well as 1n many other parts of the world That
spintual 1enewal 1s a datum which we hope the American delega-
tion to the Ilelsinki hearmngs will keep in mind.

There are today in the Unmited States more than 146 million people
aflilated with churches and synagogues of tlus country. Those com-
mitments take place 1n a voluntaiy, open, pluialistic society, It 1s the
Inrgest network of organization and communication in this society.
‘Lliero aro none larger, in fact, 1n terms of associntion Neither the lnbor
unions, nor big Business, nor even the academ:& world réach as exten-
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sine a4 network of Amerieans as do the Cliishian and Jewish com-
munities
A {iuiend of mne, a Methodist, said to mo that there aie, mn fact,
mote Methodist Churches in the Umted States than there are post
ofices And my comment on that—somewhat facetiously—was that
fl hope they “produco the goods” mote eflectively than the post offhices
0

But, 1in faet, that 18 a reality Theie are in the woild community
today nearly a bilhion people who are 1dentified with churches and
synagogues throughout the world

I spend n gieat deal of time tiaveling around the country I have
just come back {from a lecture tour meeting with Christians and Jews
through the Southeast, the Southwest, and Midwest I can testafy that,
n teims of 1ssues of concein, the eause of human rghts, the support
that President Caiter has received in his appeal before the United
Nations, that this 1s a cential 1ssue among many Americans today
ITuman rights are inextiicably linked with the ethos of American
demociacy and the 1ehgzious commitments of the American people
The cause of human 11ghts 1s not a hyperbolic flouish It 1s an e\-
lnessmn of n very deeply felt 1eality on the part of millions and mul-
tons ot Ameucans And when the American delegation goes to Bel-
giade, 1 think thet they can go confidently knowing, at least based
on my own personal experience, that thev will have the widest possi-
ble suppoit on tho part of tens of milhions of Ameiicans, Chuistians
and Jews, who want to see America keep high that banner of com-
mitment to religious Iibeity and 1cligious conscience, the foundation
of all hbeities thioughont the wotld

Thank you, Mt Chaiman

M. Pere. Thank you very much Sister Gillen,

STATEMENT OF SISTER ANN GILLEN

Sister Grueen Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Senator Pell, Mr.
Friendly, Soviet experts teﬁ us that Soviet policy 1s shaped, to some
degree, by their anticipated evaluation of the probable reaction or
nonaction of the Westein Would, They explained that Soviet lead-
ers wish to have a good 1mage for the sake of their expansion plans
in the Thud World and also for the contentment or the contaimnment
of their own peoples m the US S R, meluding such a laige number
of diveise nationality and cultural groups

TWhen I wisited the Soviet Union 1 1974, in Moscow and Lenin-
erad Soviet Jews stated their conviction that only Western help and
Western publicity can fiee them

Viadimn Slepak told me that 1t 15 a miracle that anyone Jeaves the
1St:b\ 1ct Union It s a miracle that over 130,000 Jews have been able to

enve

It 15 certninly o mnaenlous event when a politieal prisoner has heen
freed—for example, Silva Zalmanson who was 1cleased by woild pub-
lic pmessure nfter serving 4 yeais of an unjust 10-year sentence

And yet the medin 1n our country do not always reahze the tre-
mendous courage and diama that 1s behind the human nights struggle

When Silva Zalmanson cames to this country and began her f1st out-
fido the Umited Nations, becauso she wanted to return to the Soviet
Union and have a family visit with her husband (who has a 15-year
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sentence and whom she will not sce until 1985), and with her old fath
(who 1s waiting m Riga for his two sons to be able to leave prison).

In New York City, we were told that her fast was not news, th
this woman, having been freed from prison and asking to return f
tlus family visit, was not making news She was making history, b
that mghtin New York City, I looked to ses what TV consideied ne
and I was shocked to find that they were focusing on a pizza-eatin
contest

I think there 1s sometlhing that we are learning in tlhis country aboy
the sense of relizious values from persons in the Soviet Union who ax
going through this tremendous exodus struggle.

Vliadunir Slepak had lus apartment mvaded recently by a group ¢
hoodlums who 1ansacked that apairtment after the Soviet Union a
Jowed to be shown on prime TV time the viciously anti-Semitic fils
called “Traders of Souls” in which the Jews were linked with an a
tack on Lenin 1n an eather period of history When one considers thy
Lemin has been almost deified, this 1s really a return to the old bloog
libel charge which has been n burden for the Jewish community for
lon

’1%10 heroic leaders of the eimgiation struggle nnd the human ngh
movement are show ing us what a small group of people can accompl
when they comageously claim thar human rights

Other small groups in this country and 1n other countries of t
world aic1esponding to then calls for help—wnting to prisoners
Leep their hopes up, wiiting to political leaders to activate the channe
+of diplomacy in the eause of human rights

The old saying which 18 at the root of all rehgious apathy, “Wh
can I do? I am only one peison,” 1s being replaced by the convicti

born fiom experience that one peison can accomphsh a great de
thiough coriespondence and communication

Tho deter mined small g1oups of such persons ean even change the
1ection of history

I senso that the peoples of the woild in this movement haye bet
building their own mfoimal coumrt of world Pubhc opimion out
desperation becaunse the doors of international halls of justice ha
Intheito been bloclked to the consideration of human tights causes
hope that the Belgiade meeting will give hope to such determin
«mall gioups that there 1s an avenue, a forum where then concern w
he heard

The people are finding new ways to give deeper meaning to pr
viously eusting inteinational agreements because people believe,
least a significant percentage of the Eeople believe that human rigl
me a human responsibihity of the whole human family, regaidless
1ace, 1eligion, cieed, sea—and that the rond to peace w xlf’ﬁnnll}
binlt only wath such endeavors.

Only when the people of one countiy bieak through the disinforn
tion bariage and 1ccognize that the people of another countiy seck t
enmo basic human nights and me helpme ono another across int
n itional bonndariey to nchieve these hunan rights wall people questi
torether the enotmous expenditures of their governments in desti
ti e atmanents 1gther than consumer goods, education, health care a
all the thmgs that the human fanuly 1cally wants






