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National Catholie¢ Reporter
Dec. "26, 1977
pook reflew
AN UGLY LITTLE SECRET: Anti-Catholicism in North America
by Andrew M, CGreeley |
Reviewed »y Marc H, Tanen“aum

As the pubhlicly-acknowledged culprit who "snared" Andrew Creeley
into making his first speedh on antﬂ—catholioiém -efore a major
national Jewish organization, 1t may come as & surprise to some -

“add more than likely as & shock to Andy himself - to learn that
I agree with much of what he has to say in condemnation of antf-Catheolie

natigish in this immortant little *“ook,

The issue of anti-Catholic »igotry -~ esvebkally in its refined
elitist manifestations - ie, in my Jjudgement, of such moral and
soclological importante to hie future of American democraticrpluraliem,
that I regret exceedingly that Father Oreeley contented himself to

dieparate "talke"
purlisl a collection of seversl/giiggg on various asvects of
anti-Catholieiem, rather than use those documents ae the “adts of

a more systematic and comprehensive pesentation of the pro-lem, and

pbtsst“Wke programmatic approaches for really coming to grips with it.

In 1its present form, I am afraid that this ook gives off
mixed signals as to whether anti-Catholiec nativisim is an authentic
provlem - to €etholice themselves, not to_speak offi the non-Catholic
community, Because of the brevity of the wook, and the space limitations
that tgkke impose, empirical data a*out antP-Catholic discrimination

- especially in '"varioue high prestige sectors of Amr’can life'" -
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ie presented sketchily, and therefore tends not to make the rersuasive
case that I %“elieve can “e made. And I sincerely hope that Andy Greeley
will some day soon apply hiheelf to do Just; namely, puvlish a full-scale
systematic stpdy of American mtivigit gigorty citing chapter and verse

of the empirical datg which documents the emtent to which it has led

Tto the esglsulon of significant undrerrepresen‘ationz of Amrican Catholic
ethnice from the alite universities, corvorate “oard rooms, social

foundationse, and national media.

From our own decades-long struggles againset éAnti-Semitism and
particubarly frm our meticulous systematic researches on the exchausion
of Jewa in the "executive suites!" of “»anks, insursnce comvanies, and
purlic utilties, - all WASBP-controlled - the American Jewish Cormittees 1is
convinced that only such sustained data-gathering, and negotiations
with power *rokers “ase® on such unargua“le data, can lead to any
changes in comhatting discnimination. Sketechy data, pu-lic polemice,
even righteocus indignation only lead to newspaper headlines, not effective

social change,





