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A7 Proposal for the Convening of a
WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON COMBATTING INEERNATIONAL TERRBRISM

"Terrorism deeply troubles the American peopleff. A Roper Poll
conducted before the TWA 847 hijacking showed that 78 perce of all
Amerficans consider terrorism to be one of the mest#sermous gsproblems
facing the U.S, Government today, along with the deficit, stdagegic
arms control and funemplwyment..."

That statement depicting the feelangs of//ﬁ:he American people toward
the growing menace & of international terrorism emerges as one of

3
the conclusions ofxsd-—=f the "Public Répo:%t of the Vice Pres:.dem‘tjs
v

e
Task Forené on Combatiing Terrorism@ issued in February $8 1986 (p.17).
The report then adds:

e
*Terrarism deeply Broubles #kmx the Amergican people. They feel angyy,
victimized, vulnerable and helpless. the same timed, they want the
United States Government to have a strong and consistent national
anti-terrorist policy. While such a policy exasts, the Task Force
believes that bedter communication i1s necessary to educate the
public to our poldéy and to the ramifications of/fh51ng force during
Berrorist attacks." (p.21)

One of the significant mecommendations of the Task Force calls for
the launching of a "Public Education Effort" in these words:

"Because of the lack of understanding and icureently available information
concerning our national program for combatting terrorism, a broad
educatioh effort should be undertaken to inform the American public

about our policy and proposals as well gs the many ramifications of the
use_of force against terrorism, ainclud death of innocent people,
des@druction of property, alienation of allies and possible terrorist
reprisals. The education effort should take the form of publications,

such as this report, semlnarsﬁand speaking opportunities by government
officials." (p. 27).

In keep1mg§w1t uthe objectives of the Task Force recommendations,

this maper proposes that one of xihe most effective means for

achieving widespread "Public Education" would be the convéning

of a White House Conference on Combatting International Terrorism.

Based on other experiendes with White House Conferences - on Children

and Youth, on Aging, on thefFamlly, on Foreign Aid and Trade - thais
hat onal

model (or some adaptation of 1t) provades a# mechanism
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for seeking to realize the following pihrposes:

A) A national forum for educating key leadership from &8t segments
of American society about the facts, policies and programs of our
Government in combatting international %gérrorlsm. Much of #&he basic
information contained in the Vice Presidﬁnt;é Task Fgrce Report on

Combat@éing Tereorism 1s generally not known-even to informed

A ald
paepa;#ﬁ by the Director of the Officez for Counter—@@?rnnrlsm and
Eﬂergency Plannaing of the State Department, the CIA, the FBI, the

e
Ameancans.<ﬂhe use of that report, together with Efpe documents

FAA*, and other appropriate U.S. agencies, in the preparations for
the White House Conference and:ﬂn#zts program discussions, could

y
raise the consciousness of Americad public opinion molders and ﬁppﬁv1de
them with a firm grounding in the data that i1s available about the

~ O
long-teem problems of internatiorml terrbréiSm;\Hﬂd the concerted
action that i1s requrédd to combatx 1t. P
B) Mhe national forum of a W hite House Conference might bring together
key leadership of Xthe mé:jor groups that compose American Bociety --
educatton,

business, labor, medla,nrellglous, racial, ethnic, civic, and othem
voluntary groups. This cross-sectional and interdisciplinaray forum
would be amkz@x invited to considexr and exchané%% views regarding the
key &themés and issues that aﬁ@k outlined in the Task Foé@%e Report;

né%ﬁel%l

(lf The Growing Threat of Té@inmrlsm - the nature of terégbrlsm;

the geographic distrmbution of international temrorist incidents;

U/S. casualties resulting from international terrorist incidents;

domestic #ulnerability; termorist incidents in the Unised Stataes.
(2) U. S. Polecy and Response to Terrorists - currentf policy,

manaé%ing terrorist X incidents, coping wi{ﬁh the threat; alleviating
causes of terrorism; U,S. resources for combatsing teré@brlsm (law
enforcement, prosecution of teré@rlsig; better security for civil
aviation and$ maritime activities; increased assistance to ohker

o .
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governments; better, more ;1me1y intelligence); personal and physical
security; Federal Agencies® roles in combatting tersorism; international
cooperation; poliftical, economic, and military con514erat10ns in
determining responses.

(3) The Bole of Congress in Combatting Terrorism - current leglslatlo.
pending legislation; potential legislation. Cf

(4) American public opinion

(5) Terrarism and the Medaa.

(6) Task For@ge Conclusions and @comon@aﬂo@ - national
policy and program recommendations; policy cr:.‘té_\rla for response to
't%grorlsts; a new National Security Council posation; American
personnel requirements in high-threat areas; international cooperation
thro@gh additional J.ntaarnatlonalﬁagrm@@nents. close extradition
loop-holes, impose sanctions against Vienna C:‘onventd ion violators;

kK
% evalua@ and stErengthen airport and por‘hf security, inteliigence

recommendations for consolldaﬁd intelligence center ofi te orism;

increased collectinn of huma.n# intellagence, exchange of intelligence

between governments; 1§'§1slat1ve recommendataons, study o e

g relationship between Berrorism and the domestic and intemnational
legal sygtems; communications recommendations for support program

z for hostage familiesz; launching a public education effort; and

l working with the mediax

group of citizens of varying political and J.deologlcaﬁivz_em, 'Q??u‘b

with effective, skilful conference leadership that need not preclude

; @e g@enulne possibility of developing a national conscibusness-and

g even a concensus—-fo:i_} buppom of a strong, reasonable government
policy and program for combatf‘.ng the epidemic of k= inkernatienal

X termorism.

?— Thais wrlter)s ex;{jerlend‘a with White House Conferences on Children and
\g' _;z Youth, Aging, Foreign Aid and Trade, Wgriad Hunger and Refugees demonst-
& ragd that such forums can help forgeﬁm{ broad and powerful national

-& constlt@nc:.es that back critically-needed legislation, funding,
and public opinion support }for necessary political action.)GRven the
magnitude of ¥he threat of international '@f’ermrlsm to American and
Western democratac values and institutions, & White House Conference
on Combatting Internatlr'n,al Termorism may well be an 1dea whose time
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