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memory. It 1s a great pleasure for me to welcome and Cow '

to introduce Rabbi Marc(TgﬂénbaumJ (Applause).

NV: This 1s an important evening for me,
humanly, emotionally, psychologically. First of all, the
last time the Rabbinical Assembly did me the honor of
inviting me to address the Assembly was to engage in a

debate with the Reverend Jerry Falwell in Miami, Florida,

R e oat
(Laughter). I may have ut I came out of that

(o saerifuat smamster Touwl.)

feeling like a lkagpoval hindel . Being able to

participate in this richly-deserved tribute to one of
the men in Jewish life whom I have come to love and
cherish as a brother, =g, has helped me sort out some
amb: g ur‘i’\flf)
of the weimleteg-Trom those last Rabbinical Assembly
conventions and give me a clearer sense of my own
ldentlty.q‘The relationship and friendship between
Wolfe and myself'I dare say|is probably among the longest
enduring friendships of colleagues at the seminary. We
were both i1n the same class and we shared the same suite
of rooms at the beginning, He had a habit of asking me
religious and theological questions in strange places,
that-separated—our—rooms. My first encounter with Wolfe
oh I-muest—say Fthink I told this—te—himso—xtls—net
beliing—tales out—of-schook (was morally traumatic, and—in
seme—ways 1 never recovered—fromthat—and-denltever waime-
recever—from+that, The first day‘that I met Wolfe at

the entrance of the Jewish Theological Seminaryjhe was
wearing the uniform of the Royal Canadian Air Force. He

was pure spit and polish. I've never seen him look so
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sp1ffy ever since that time. (Laughter). But it was
terribly intimidating and absolutely mindboggling and I
.
began wondermg-:is this the new uniform of the
conservative Rabbinate/ I wondered first of all whether
he was a machine gunner in the Royal Canadian Air Force, &wi
what was he doing at the seminary in the Canadian Air
Force uniformz anéd gefore very long we were sitting
around the table, he in his Reyal CanadianAsr—Force . ?at.ldﬁ\ sull”

un o ves < W m15‘nﬂ“l
; - heroic ¥i e begins talking

k&lvﬂkg\%m A per, fhe Boboves and [00u, Wh
about the otnar Rebbzim and=the [
Labuleus (Compler amd vo s

and-the Rebbi and -His whole (Has:.d:.c

background began to surface i1in a few moments. It was an

24 panchis C-otjui:hm A\ $fonance,
m&‘/oLstheer eognitivie- . (Laughter). And at

that moment 1t was fixed in my head, Wolfe Kelman indeed

1s different by nature, but also incredibly fascinating
and interesting by nature. And I've had those feelings
of awe and pleasure and treasured friendship with him ui
ever since those first days at the seminary. I suppose
1f I had to engage i1n the somewhat spurious act of
periodization of our history together, I would suggest
that our lives &egether from our days g/the seminary

in 1946 through our ordination in 1950 involved #&h

categories such as BH, mtm&s}

DH, and AH.q"‘ BH represents before the late and
Welfe and L

blessed Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel when wer/were class-

"
mates together. "pH"was during the life of Rabbi Heschel

when we' had graduated from the semnary"‘a
AH ,{i;mgour
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lives @ since Heschel, after Heschel. There was
/s Sealnavy J'}UJM’,

richness 1in our relationship and fullness,\but, as 1
o
thought back about sug-relationship, Rabbi Abraham

Joshua Heschel was an overwhelming and powerful binding
the/ mydelfe s ¢ g fhenng
force 1in lives and the careers of Wolfe and waqs,

our Y ful carzarr

uh(ri?:e_i'a%y_'mm revolved about the
resence

li1fe, the work, the teaching and the nfee&aqe/of Rabb1

4

publish his first book, The Earth is ’;ﬁle Lord's. I was

Heschel, "It began when Rabbi Heschel was preparing to

a
working as wh an editor and wh publicist ford/publisher,
Henry Schuman. Dr. Heschel showed me the text of hais
manuscript. I took i1t home and read i1t in one night and

was absolutely captivated by the beauty of that love
and hesped (c.'-thg]); A
poemfor, East European Jewry ,-EastEurepear Judaism.

_n“'- h"-"‘t a of:
Hne I—cameback—and talked to Wolfe about i1t and we decided

’.Fluli
?[:;; worl) oF that we were going to do everythaing possible to see to 1t

that Dr. Heschel's first work would be published with a¢

-~
e fat and would receive the attention that it

richly deserved. 2Agsl Whthout going into too much detail,

we arranged with the publisher to publish that book in

Metmo vable
an absolutely exquisite manner with T'y=« Sherk ﬁkﬁl

cas lustratiens, Wie Then spoke 43 fue precmmead Protasfaunt scho lan,
amd then—got- Dr. Reinhold)N:ebey to do the first review

1+ oppeaved as M&) prestgious
of Hescmmll page review then in thq\Herald

Pref NHicbuhvy wrote fhet ¢ .
Tribune, whach catted“Dr, Heschel‘a spiritual treasure

W U ‘Th“-‘
plucked from the pyres of the Nazi Holocast., ZThat/began
ubli &
the launching of the career of Dr. Heschel, and Emkly, it

gl
could not ‘thappen without the personal engagement of Wolfe a.nd, &

whatever degree I was able to be helpful in that launching
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process, I wamma (spend a=iittle—-time, a fewhmoments on

this, because this is an aspect of the life, the
commlgz@ent, the service of Wolfe through others which

1s virtually unknown in Jewish llfe’and even unknown in

the Rabbinical Assembly and much of the Jewish Theological

Seminaryfﬂ In 1960, the White House Conference on

Children and Youth was held. At that time,,af-yon
- S<yved af X
‘orgave the personal-reference, was. conserxrvative
£ . .]n ?n.v'u“-t—) +°
]

cpresenting The Terh  Ca taniuni
Vice Chairman of that conference] togetherwith a

Catholegic and a Protestanty I was asked to p¥esent Propost
the name of a Jewish speaker for the White House

Conference on Children and Youth, I talked to Wolfe —— e ol

Spe [ces paein Bl
and we agreed that Rabbi Heschel would the exemplar of

For
the moral and spiritual values of Judaism &e presentahew
Mdﬁ'}‘&&i’ we (£e wi(,I./ _
to that conference. We—£:x¥sticame to Dr. Heschelr/and

eﬁl_&ﬁjﬁﬂl/ a efuall
I hope Sylviafwill forgive me for this s

tn Frr @
what happenedﬂ’ﬁETJ%Egghel would not hear of accepting That muitabea.
For wkdu»af reasons, he Reclined o

(B0 deliver the principal Jewish paper before 4,000

delegates ef the White House Conference on Children and
D-:_;‘ " 1w f »
Youth, aadrﬁizaﬁggajto Wolfe, whom Dr, Heschel trusted and
d‘f;ounxdor‘f-“ Tue Kln‘j"ﬂ:j D
loved. He was { ﬂw.YjEI&_LLJZit__ ~and Qver a period of

tlme,Dr. Heschel finally agreed to prepare a paper on the

as of £hildren and/fouth in America in 1960,

A ﬂ-ﬁb\n—ﬂs
~Dr. Heschel felt insecure, he felt his English was not

good enough., ) Wolfe, out of his friendship and his

understanding of the importance of that event,helped
prevail on Rabbi Heschel to present that paper., Dr.

Heschel was the sensation of the White House Conference.
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on—chridren—and—¥euth. He received standing ovations Froun Trax L"J‘?
f (Not merdentully,
The paper reads as 1f i1t were written
Beschel s
yesterday.)aﬂ It was tdetrust i1n Wolfe as a student,

of 4,000 people,

a discaiple and a friend that led to that decision _améd—2t
s

went-on—lake—thaty I_t's a story that'® virtually unknown. j\
In 1961 at the Whlte House Conference on Againg, the

oceyt toaat
same experaience Dr. Heschel did not weam&'}lte the

paper. How could he do it, Yiddish accent, all of thls?

Wwoel o
Ho’ﬁrfe’vailed on him and he wrote the paper'a: grow In
u
Wisdom. It was a knockout presentation of the Conference
and 1t became at—beowme a F=mi-ef clagic

for people who were the backbone of the social welfare

They ¢ £ a5 vifouns
system of America Wheal?/ say—semething (of the

avd g vssues’ '2;9.’&4/ (TN
deepest moral heth:.cal mean¥ng, o—daa.l-—u—:.—#ﬁ the problems

of the aging in Amerlca.q’ We%l;: happened again in 1963
with the National Conference on Race and Relig:.on. Agaln :

Dr. Heschel was reluctant and Wolfe partz.c:.pated f:.n
At‘ rwt Chicage confevence, (Neslnet Stood
prevailing on him. ext todDMartJ.n uther King¢

ar was w'-'\|
;&e first platform %ha-(rza?txn Luther King had ever

before Fue broad speetruce of Am<cnca's r-cicdt‘auu leadcor
spoken at i !

and I will never forget that openingg gEter—Welfe-had

the—1mportance—of—that—oceasTom:- hen” Dr. Heschel
N"The,
declared in the presence of 1700 people, first National

Conference on Race and Religion took place in the palace

of Fayrt
of Pharoah when Moses said to Pharoah, iet my people gol
The C-n{cm defeq afeS cspecially exploded enthwsrarficd
and the-House and the Blacks -e:ﬁ—the—-&e-uﬁ-e wen-t-—wﬂdfM

their response to him. I want to condense much of this
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4
em\%ou,k T believe Hast fam-ej)
beeauwseth (J.'t deserves a full treatment. Clearly the

historic role that Wolfe played with Rabbi Heschel as
[ p acfed
well as with others in Jewish life, an on
deeifve

central ewvenbs, h—}e%e-xaé events of Jewish lifep but
Wolfe made his consistently

- uUn qr.f«.mu#w IS

unknown and unspoken/contribution was in tke role ke

played as &ke advisor to Rabbi Heschel in relation to

the vatican Council %’ as well as to the American

Jewish Committee at that time. The Vatican Council

{turning pel So conhnue @ dispa
event was a h-u-%ol;d event, however much f)iple are pamae

eV +rrvdine a’. '11\4' Counqlh,
s 3 tg) »e (vas the first time in

2000 years that the entire Catholic Church was prepared

[ove - h aft<
to face 1its ambivalent, amb:.guous{att:.tude; owards Jews
ef

A Coun
and Judaism. History was made at that eonferense and

Wolfe, in the background, was one of the agents of that
ar A
transforming history. We had arranged at the critical
moment/ at—that—eonferaneer of the Vatican Council for
ﬁ}f-ﬂjl'{ ou The cve
Rabbi Heschel to c;EZ“E6“§3ﬁ67r~\ of Yom Kappur, to
meet with Pope Paul%—&hﬂ:h because L-resolutl.on had
been introduced into the Vat:xean Council speaking- to
d(Sglace, gaustin ;
d—kspiay the(positive resolution t.owards(.: Jews‘.r ‘and Judaism .
= >
ﬁhder the impact of the Arab worldjandt Nass_ér and
conservative theologians they sought to insert &hat
!
the Call
cofficial declaration of the Church, a. campasen for
converting the Jews amé Heschel and Wolfe understood the

significance of that. Dr. Heschel came to Rome and

NT
literally prevailed on Pope Paul the=Sisxth to scratch out
proselyhrafon
the whole section dealing with prostriization and
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evangelization of the Jews! preserving othe Asections

of the resolution.caAlmost no one knew of the role of

Wolfe Kelman ain all of this. I doubt very much that we

g \.
would heve—been—able—te have had the impact we had,had

Wolfe not quietly, effectively, unselfishly, with no
personal attention whatsoever, helped make possible the
connections which brought about this event.CﬂI must say
in passing, »h-terme=ef Wolfe's relationship with x c
R< forn was of A<l

members of the Orthodox and m&nmé communities , _@ne (empovtune,
of the untold stories of what happened during the

smaciiolte K
Vatican Council II, Wolfe played a ma-;r role, +£fnot
a-csnter—rele, 1s that be‘i;)re Rabbi Heschel went to Rome
and submitted a document d/ the vatican Council, we felt

it was important for us to have the Daaf~ Hg-Torah and

c N rewd
&a}km.nor Jewish religious leaders of the time.
w
Among the Jewish religious leaderstwho r. Heschel met -~

without any publicity to this day%as with Rabbi JeJeph
Twe decor £ tue Owe s
Soleveichik, oy odo¥ . Y¥euw sit /in dialogue with o
rqbbunntt-- \Thﬁ R“V [ s hv"\(. Ru\(
some Orthodox Rabbis today and they say hels fagainst

% iq.-\c.l'\ I"
Jo /partlclpw

and-month after month in much of the preparation &hat we
st e YVokicar.
engaged 1n,?-i’ﬁbﬁ Heschel's relationship with him

helped make possible that cooperation ‘w-reh=h:m, ard—Rabbi-

an

«  There 1s this whole side of

dialogue. Rabbi 5

Wolfe's career which deserves to be recorded in—histery
vefel
because Wolfe was a ma-jar/aagent 1n these major historaic

events which affected the relationship of Jews to the

i Tt
Christian world, e Vatican, even to this day. an@-
N
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.; Yy '3 whet Qne was able to see in all of those relatlonshlps_/)

£

S g as-I-sat with Wolfe(at & me etlng}vuth ‘V_/J.can Secretary
- ¥

é 3 r of State a-ﬂ Cardinals, Popeswangothers, a3 everything
T : silye =
- "\.d) ! that Judah Nadich said about hams a proud, sﬂ’ﬁaffxrmng'
| 4@ L@

bt 9 s dee ly-—-rooted Jew who spoke out of the mind of the Torah
= .E - <avt < Spolke

>y D and the (JewIsh peoplegnot with hOStlllt}{ or contempt or
3 - o C\\h

1 ?t with arrogance }but 1n a straightforw ar&‘\ﬁanner that

J :: } elicited the greatest respect from the Christian world.

. A Christians began to understand something of the depth and
¥ 3 e hwing reald

ct’ richness of Yiddishke.l , Xt3e fullness/ when Wolfe

-,
spoke to them out of Hni./ tradltlon.ﬂ'l'here 1S no cause
—
in Jewish life which has been alien to wolfe,,/rjodm
his work in relation to the defense of Israel, i1ts welfare

and security, the J.nterpretatmn of Israel's interests :a %

deveted hushaw

and e [~
government; the World Jewlsh Congress’ the Chnstm

world;)his seminay role in the cause of Soviet Jewry,
of Tuw? enerqwhenrs

Ethiopian Jewry, 7/ There has not been a situation affecting

the life of Jewish communities anywhere in the world to

which he was not responsive and creatively productive.

go:rbuw' 4o Lo | direnn Lon-l‘ Nqa.mh,

G“ B\‘(- sl b/‘;{y

Beuoutd ol efse R Pax effensive and ofran hectme achvdy

3 3 qTBut above all, through all of these years of testing and
& . . 2% .

B cu turmoil and difficulty, h all of his gualities of

4 \"J‘J leadership, there were several qualities which to me

? é became an enduring blessing. His integrity, his gift of
'_%-‘33_ friendship, the constancy of his friendship, his

i&} _E determination in the midst of the most heated debates to
:é;-. 3 respect his opponents, Orthodox, Eonservative, @formcﬂ
{ ; <G . and others ,W

?g 5 . Wolfe has been not only a colleague
G52




=18~

and a friend, he has been s&#3y a genuine inspiration in
my llfe,and I thank God for the privilege of the time we
had together and hopefully which we will continue to have

together for many years to come. Thank you. (Applause).

-_— —————
NV: Celebration. A celebration has music.

The music 1s really the music of Wolfe's life which has
a lot of different themes. Wolfe's roots are in Eastern
European Hasidism so an underlying theme would the

. And then there would
be the notes that convey the aura of um Viennese,

And then melodies that evoke the
pluralistic spirit of Canada and the United States and
then the rhythms that resonate with the rationalist
outlook of modern culture. And I think of all these
things because our next speaker knows about all these
elements of music, He's a Vice President of the Jewish
Theological, Vice Chancellor I believe, of the Jewish
Theological Seminary, Dean of its music school. He
and Wolfe were students together at the seminary; they
were roommates for three years and have remained
extremely close friends to this day. There are different
worlds in Hebrew for friends reflecting different facets
of this relationship. Friend can be called
which means one who loves; , one who is
attached and which 1n its Aramaic derivation
1s associated with pleasure and good will, A true friend
enters the life of another, feels the pain of another,

rejoices 1n the happiness of another, shares in the spirit






