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DRAFT . RESOIBBSE TO MAYOR KOCH

I cateforically reject his ste;ﬁ:zm&nt which 1;.3 simnly_}[z_nfbrzlfmc;k
and has,no h&ﬁn fact. &:dw\a M‘f'\t.@:t_-v;_;\ Siﬁuﬁhﬁ&wimn@ O ‘Cem
ot Asao e el ¢

Besides, Maygor Koch has little credibility in eriticizing anyone else
over talking with the oress aoout orivate meetings with Cardinal O'Connor.
6n Aug. 12, Mavor Koch gave the lew York Times =m a detailed revort
on his srivate, off the record “reskfast meeting on July 17 with Cardinzal
O'Connor and Israeli Ambassador Banjaqln Heta%?ahu over the identieal
subkject and he said Fractlcally the same things that I was quoted
as saving{ 1n the Times Deec. 22 story.

In the Aum, 12th interview, Mayor Koch said, 1n resorting on
his orivate meeting with Cardinal 0'€8nnor, that the Cardinal's
"statement may in fact be an effort to resolve one of the major
sticking voints in Catholie-Jewish relations - the resistance of
the Vatican to recognize Isrcel dislomatiéally.

"I believe 1t 1s his desire to do what he can in a responsible

way to effectuate that dislouatic formal recognition as soon as oossible ,

Mr. Koch sai1d." otz V*¢”1%‘)U?ﬁ4*j&£ﬁﬁﬁ—éff:ff%9/’]

In the Dee. 22 Taimes interview/with me, I said prgctically

the same thing that the Magor 1s qudted as saying; namely:

"Agecording to R:bhl Tanen®®um, the Cardinal told him kefore and
after the Cardinal's trip to Levanon £ in June of his deep interest
in helping to bring about a Middle East peace., ...fe believes kkaixksz
he's sarticularly well sitnated tot ry to vlay that rolg,kEm=x becaud=
he regards him=elf as ggnuine yand trusted friend of the Jewish reovle."
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17 Mavor Koch says =smEkkimx that giggigﬂijg'ﬁonnor

whe Seelts += P\\W\-‘-;C:.- e W '\\q___{\,t\_* ¢ 3
1s a fréend of the J-wish peovlexthat's an sct of statemenshis

U;ﬁ:‘_‘-—_"’_t_'a./ S o i Spprt ' be
but if Rabbi Tarenhaum saysﬁthe rdombita] thing it'sﬂa terri1bl@ misteke,

Trankly, the Mayor is randstanding and scavegoating, and I wish
he would stoe abusing his officey at the ex’,enge of the Jeuish peovle




I categorically re ject his statement whieh is simply untrue and

has no basis in faet. Hothing that I’qaid in t he Times article

was not said wsubliely before by ﬁgxﬁinnixﬁx&xnnnxxnni Mayor

Koeh himself.

On Aug. 12, Mayor Koeh gave the New York Times a fekmiXad rewort on
his wrivate, off-the-record erfeakfast meeting on July 17 with
Cardingl O'Connor and Israeli Ambassador Benjamin FNetanyshu over the
identieal sub jeet and he sadd sractieally the same things that I was
quoted as daying in the Times Dee. 22 story.

It is both illogical and morally indeecent to suggest that if Mayor
Koeh says that Cardinal O'Oconnor is a f riend of t he Jewish peowle
who seeks to sromote veaece in t he Middle East, that's an aet

of statesmanship but if Rabki Tmenvaum says virtually the same
thing, it's supoosed to be a mistake.

frankly, the Mayor is onece again grandatanding and seapegoating,

and I wish k®» he would stop abusing his office at the exwense of

the Jewish peowele.
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I cateporically reject &i® statement which is simely untrue and
-

has no basis 1n faet. ¥Wothing that I said in t he fimes article
f o

was not said oublicly hefore by fxrRxraix@iEmmmzrxzmd Mayor

Koch himself.

On Aug. 12, Mayor Koch gave the Yew York Times a mEkaxk=g® revort on
et et et

his orivate, off-the-record breakfast meeting on July 17 with
Cardinal C'fGonnor and Israeli Ambascador RBenjarin Hetanyahu agzzflhe
identléga subject and he sadd Pvactica]ly the same things that I was
quoted as daying in the Eigsi_Dec. 22 story.

It is both illogical and morally indecent to suggest t-at if lMayor
Koch savs that Cardinal O!'Oconnor 1is af@iend of + he ;Tezrlsh peovle
who seeks to sromote veace in t he Middle Easqgaphatﬁgégg)act

of statesmanshlp)but if Rab2i Tmenozum says virtually the sane
thing, 1t's su?rosed to be a mistake,

Frankly, the ITfayor is onee again grandatanding and scapegoating,

and T wish k2 he would stop abusing his o”f1ce.a#n%he=%9qnﬁﬁnrﬂﬂ’
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