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by ~~rc H. fanenoaum 

Almost 1~~iP899li'1y, Israel1 d1p! omats and J9~ish interf3ith leaders 

ta"'3rd the Vahcan's a:g' ·~bttlg refusal to establish ~ de Jure diplomatlc 

"" rela t i ons vlth the State of Israel. 

S1nce the creation ° r I~ra91 1n 1~49, the ga~eral aoo~Dach of lsrae1l 

and Jewlsh spokesmen haa bgen one of eitber seeking to cersuade or to pressure 

the Holy See lnta ~oving trom d9 factq recog11tlon towarj full noraallz3 t lon 

of d1ploma tlc t1e~ wlth the J1Nl.vb sta te . Ir:lCre!3Slng]y, Israeli and JB\oIish 

repr95ent!tIv9S have bean comlng to the cOr:lvlction that the Vatican needs 

I n :nany wa ys , t;,,~ Holy See is 1n a geo-vol1tlc3l! 00) 'lo t .mlike that 

of the Soviet Ur:l i on 10 relatlon to Israel end Jordan. Not havlng 8m~ssadora 

aSSIgned to Jeruselemland A~~an), neither the Holy See nor the ~reml1n are 

1.'1 a OOSltloOrl at :trs s9nt te 3:}COllB real factors l."l !.f1ddle Ea st oeece '1ego" ietions./ 
o.'l~('5f'~ G ...... ..p.I( ~') YJ 

Nl'<hail Gorbachev, the Soviet's j I ,! , ?The 1J:t .bL_\,[ao;arer;t ly recogntzeck 

.-£ ""<.~ ~ tt:.ese 'lJrute J acts of r~lddle E-1 st re9~""olitl.l{, 8m ta 'D9 k1.,g OrOJ9S for 
~ IJ/S"\!..'j/ t 

correcting ~ fHl'):nalolls ste ~us. l'he H')ly See S~9ms to l,e COI""ert 1:!nh 

:; c.?l~l.onal altl3_~'latlV3j nallely, that havl.ng an A:,ost?llc !Jelegat9~ sS:3J..g,ei 

to "Jerusalem end Palestl.ne n who commutes between the Holy City en:! Amman ix 

dell.~erlng messages is 5ufficlent for establishing tee Va ti~an as a real actor 

i~ the ~iddle East drama. I~ the Judgaent ~f a 'lumber of J9W13h and a ~Vl.ng 
J(u.J 1o",S ~ 

grouo of Catholic exoerts, t ~9 Vatlca~ls feet; s JB courtlng a 11.pl omatic 

d~s&ster for t he Holy See. 

At the core of tae revised lsrael1 aOO J'9'.Ilsh ul'ldgrstar'.rii'lg of tins 

qU~3tIin lS ~~a dav'ling of a ~9s11i8tloo n t-at th~ Javl3b vorli has baen 

a'i'roeching the Vatlcan through l is own delusl.ons. To out lot bluntly, the 

acceoted scenario for decades ~3S baen t~at the Vaticsn has ?gen t~~ wl.,~~r, 

and Israel {and. world Jevry) t"l'3 '_oser In the 111idle East ga'lle. And cO"lseq 'lantly , 



the loser has felt cOlloe11 ad to besgech the win:ln:x .. dnner to help tl 1 u 

cut ~ losses by making a generous gesture of conferrlng full dl~lomatid 

tIes wIth Israel. Aoart from other ~oral and oolitical defec3s, that beseec~ing 

oostura has fed the Holy See '3 delusion t~at it is in some suoarlor CO~ltlon 

1'1 relahon to Israal'.3 c()"noellil1g l1aed al1J. tha: the VAttCdl'), "l.l.ght tJeH rirag 

its reet, uSlng its r€Jlucta"lce t.o ":mstow no;£]:' hes 8 3 l.;!verage to 9xtr3ct 

certal~ fundament,l concessions from Israel regardIng the sSaxXx status of 
\.~ "t., ,tac<~. ;> 

Jerusa~em'la Palest1nlan ijomeland, tax beneflt5 for Cathol ic Inst~tlons, among 

other cr Q.c:~ei ~o\'\), 

The fatal flav in both the Vr ticaO'J. and the Israeli lJe\oIlsb ) delusions 

1S that the actual histo ry- of events in tee l1iddle Fast dlBtate an altog~ther 

different scenar10. A carefUl study of the recor1 of the V~tican's fore1gn poli~y 

1n relatlon to lsrael - from the v3ry "Jeg!1"l'11ngs of Zio'llsm U'1~l.' t13 ?resar.t 

i:qsx o.ay - slJggests , tbat 1n fact t~e Vabcan's :din fIJIlc:b:n pollcies ,'to'Ward 

ljaG( the J-3wish State have !:>een virtually an un':lroken mm . of j1:llo;nahc fal1ur"e.f') 

3ad t~at Israel ~as e~9rged as co~s~~~~t victor in its 5goJol~~ical o~Jact1ves. 

'rOllS, it ~a1.;:es little SerltJ9 for the wi"l"ler to 'lei1ave toward the los9r as if 

the loser has so~e scecial beneflt to grant t~tbed<t"~!i~iR~I~, 'Wlthout 'W~ich the 

'W1'l~er could no~ con~slva?ly survive. r~t ~e mgke the case for t~a revised 

scenario. 

There have been roughly four periods in the evolut1on of the 

Vat1cBn's pol1cies t01.Jard Zlo ..... nism and ~I:a Stat" of Israel: 
'-

I - l~ to lY17 - From the inceutlon of the Zionist movement 1n the 

late IBlJOs down to the creatIon of tl]e St3te ef I3rael J.n W47-4e, tllS Vatiean 

of a JeVl.sh state in the ~ly Land. The word Ii\u~lnly" J.S 1rttended as D qua1.1fi:sr 

J~C~~3e, 1'1 the C~"ltext of general op~o31t J.on juring this ceried, there were some 

Papel and Vat1c~n stat9~ents whiCh 'Were s~oethetlc to JeWlsh rosettle;neot io 

PalestJ.ne for "hU~rtitar1an" reasona. 
\ ~q,,) 

0" :Hay 10.;, ~ three '1Ionths after tre a:naar:mce of The Je\llsh 

State. Theodor Herzl had an interv~ew W~~~ MSgr. Antonio Agl1srdJ., t~e Paogl 



Such "s)IDlpathetic" expressiona " .. ere subthemes to the nl8J.'11ine polJ.c1es 

of the Holy See WhlCh opcosed ZionJ.sm and the JewJ.sh State durJ.ng t~is ~rlod--
-~ . 

prL~arlly ~or~eOloglc~end historical reasons. 
lIO~ ....... o"'1'~ 1\ ~ 

Tne Vatl.can 's antl.-Zlonism vas a corollary of Catholic theological a"lti-

JuaaJ.sm. It \las rooted tn the classJ.c 

_' - --~------:---J 
~~~~~l~o;g~i~C~'=l~~ portra;ed the Jews as 

ChrIstian "teachings of contempt" ;'nlch 
'-

an accursed race both because they reJected 

'" Jesus as t r.eir savior as lJell as for their being alleged~.J 'Ghrls~-"::J.llers." 

Exl.le fro~ Palestine vas God IS Dun1shoent, and the ?reCond1t10n for their return 

to the Promised Lsnd vss their conv9rsion to Christ"an~tJ. 

~~"~ 
1./ of JeYl.sh sovereignty over the Hol, Land WBS rel.ntorced by- Catholic historiography_ 

Th IS theological oPODs1ticn to t he establ1shrne~t {or reestabl1shernent) 

",1/ 
\...J /f .... 

~ ~ 

~~.r( 
{>- -~ 
/ <,.-v~ 

In that view, Constant1ne the Great had acceoted %ks Bhr1st1an1tv as t he rel1glon 

of the rooman K.pire 1n~2 ~and therefore the ~vern~ent vh1ch contolled 

''''f/'/ I~ ".. the Holy Land, Jerusalem, and t he Holy places had been Chnstun • 
. '1,/' l:-
<T''(/ 
'l 

The Arab conquest of Jerusalem under Caliph Omar 1n 6)8 CE faced t~e 

Chr1stian world w1th the fact that its mos t sacred shrines vere 1n t~e hands of 

"lnf11els." The Crusades vere launched begin'ling l.@fOr "=-: tW1n purposes: 

flrst, the l1berati')n of Christlan sanctuBnes from the ruling 1I}.~os l9!!l infioiels 

and heathens;M and then, the reestablishment of Latin Christi~nity in Palestine, 

perceived in Christian imag1~atlon solely as -the Land of Christ.~ 

That exclusive vision was expressed tyPically~e crusader, the Do~inic2n 
" Steohan of Sourhon \lho wrote: "We are t~e descendants of the Holy Land both ~ccording 

to the flesh and the sp1rl.t ••• here our mobber the Church had its orl.gin. Li<eviie ~ 

land 1S ours by the right of 5ucceSS1on as far EX as ye are the true children of 
, 

Godi" In Valmar CrarnerLs comDendium, 8"lother crusader 1S quoted a~saging: 

"Thl.S land belongs to us ~y t~e rls ht of purebase ani acqu1sit~o~, for 

Chn.st ':>ought it for us bv his bloed, has expelled the J ell1sh neople frOM it by t he 

angh t of the RCIna"ls .snd ha" r.anded it to C1:r1st: ndom. It 
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Thus, the eVldence 15 8.::moient tl:lst t,'e Vatlc ' o's pol:cies 1un ... g tl;;l.S 

p~rlod - and for sClIlle time 'JeyQ'lS - \Ie:. dOllllnated oy 'What :L>r. laIter Zander 

:1escn:)es 1.n his study, !3rael 8'1 01 tho; 501y Places of Chrlsten1o"! (?ra~g'i:lr Pub1ls~ers , 

1971), as "a C:3thnlic nostalg18 for the Cr!.lsades" wl.ch loo~ed !'ol7'Wa~d to " t~e 

rene\,,1l1 of tl-~ splendour.=; Df tre f li"t century ('f the Crus9:ie s .!! 

"'he~e t1:eologl.cll l' cod hlstorl.cal Vlet.'S undergirded t ~ e f'oly Se~ 's support 

of the tyles-Pleet AAr p.e-e'lt 3r.q 51.;ne1 "jy Erance and 3ri talO in ) Sf ' 916 \Jhl.ch 
calls=. . L 
for the/loter"!!! tlo .. .;nzaho n of Pele:tl"e. Dllrl"lg t\...lS o::enry!, U:e V6tlc=n 

o::':"lc:.cia1..1y entr..:ste1 Fraroc:l - "the e'!.dest daugt>t'3r ...,r :'he Church" - ·'J..t'" tre Tt.. 'e 

0: "'Irotecto~ of C.::.;;'~ol'i.c l'lt'3T"'St .. S 1"'1 t~e Levant, a'll prg ~::l. Frn"cex to ':laco119 

t~e ")rot~ctC'!" olle:- tl..e Eol::- :and. fre: h l:S"3!:1:nnn-r>:It- ~e"""'3_ifXi7" """:e a .... a ... ilng 

" of the Palestine f.f.andate to Protesiosnt Grent Brltuli :mi t hs issa'1ce Qf the 

I:::-1?1" 197 ..... -~.~ 'f Se~ c~'1tinu 
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