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@N OVERGOMING DELUSIONS IN VA" ICAN-ISRAELI RELATICNS
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by Mare H. Tanennaum

Almostampereeatibly, Israeli diplemats and Jewish interfaith leaders
have been unde-going a fundamensal a+d far-reacning changs in th=ir sttitades
tozard the Vatican's szzfswetrng refusal to establish Egll de jure diplomatic
reletions with the State of Israel.

Since the eresation o £ Israsl in 1948, the gensral soorvpach of I[srasel:
and Jewish spokesmen has been one of either seeking te persuade or to pressure
the Holy See into moving from dse facto recognition toward full normalization
of diplomatic tiesf/ with the Jewish State. Increasingly, Israeli and Jewish
reprasentatives have besn coming to the conviction that the Vatican needs
normal diplomatic relationshios s1ti Israel, far more than Israel requitss 1it.

In many ways, ths Holy See is in & geo—nolitical bqk not unlike thet
of the Soviet Union i1n relation to Israel and Jordan. Not having smbassadors
assigned to Jerusalem(and Amman), neither the Holy See nor the Iremlin sre

1n a oosition at orasent te D3come real Tactors 11 Middle East nesce 1ego‘1ation§;/

xggVessiVe) ek ) Yor
Mik%hail Gorhachev, the Soviet's ﬁn:sinntixz’gsineﬂurwfster aoparently recognize&
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Mage

these hrute facts of Middle Esst reéijgslitlk, and ¥5 making/orodes for

USSR
correcting thmiranimalous staitus. The Holy See seems to he cortert with

z 6elu!10nal aliernativa; namnely, that having an Anostolic Delegate# assigied

to "Jerusalem and Palsstine” who commutes between the Holy City sni Amman ix

delxyering messages is sufficient for establishing the Vatidan as a real actor

in the Middle East drama. In the judgament of a number of Jewish and a §g§1ng
Jiong (l{}&:i)

group of Catholic exnerts, tas Vatican's feasasges 8/ courting a diplomatic

disaster for the Holy See.

At the cors of the revised lsraeli and Jewish understaniing of this
qu2stidn 1s vhe dawning of a realitation t-at the Jawish world has been
adproaching the Vatican through 1ts own delusions. To out 1t bluntly, the
accepted scenario for decades has been tnat the Vatican has Yeen the wianer,
and Israel (and world Jewry) the loser in ths !Miidle East gzame. And conse&uantly
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the loser has flelt comoellad to bessech the wimmimxx winndr to help tke===®ar
cut ¥Es losses by making a generous gesture of conferring full diolomatigd
ties with Israel. Apart from other moral and volitical defecks, that beseecking
vosture has fed the Holy See's delusion that it is in some suserior condition
1n ralation to Israsl's commelling need an: that the Vatican mizht weill drag
its feet, using its raluctance to bastow no; 1 ties as 1average to extract
certain fundamentsl concessions from Israel regarding the sksmkx status of

Yhe holy elaceg,
Jeruaale;}KE”P§I§§¥IEE§E;%omeIand, tax benefits for Catholic lnstf;£ions, among
other pap=effs. _ch&ﬁ%o‘"g'

The fatal flaw in both the Vetican and the Israeli (Jewish) delusions
1s that the actual history of events in the Middle Fast distate an altogsther
different scenario. & careful study of the record of the Vatican's foreign poligy
in relation to lLsrael - from the vary Yegminings of Zionism uniil tha oresent
Fmysx day — suzgests.that in fact the Vatican's sdiwx pwmiwkmsx policies:toward
the Jawish State have been virtually an unbrokentgggégg;of d1plomatic falTuraj}
and that Israel has emerged as consisient victor in its zeooolitiecal objsctives.
Thus, it nakes little sense for the winner to oshave towsrd the loser as if
the loser has some special benefit to grant the-—wimmer, without which the
winner could notu conweivably survive. Tet me make the case for the revised

scanario.

There have been roughly four periocds in the evolution of the
Vatican's policies toward Zlé:ﬁism and ‘-2 Statta of Israel:

I~ 1896 to 1917 - From the inceotion of the Zionist movement in the
late 1890s down to tha creation of the State of Israel in 1947-48, the Vatiean
was meinly ooppessed to Zienism and 1ty eantral opjsctive - the esuzoiishient
of a Jawish State in the Hély Land. Ths word ™mzinly" 1s 1ntendsd as o qualifier
>2cause, in tha corte=t of gsnaral opoosition during this peried, there were some
Papal end Vatic=n statements which were symosthstic to Jewish ressttlemsnt in
Palestine for "hu%gnitarlan“ Taasons.

1646;
On May 19, k8- three months after the aniearanca of The Jawish

State, Theodor Herzl had an interview with Msgr. Antonio Aglierdi, the Papal
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York-Steincr, thna* 1f all tie Jaws wantsd wos to he odmitted” t the 1a~d of

ance3or3, "3 »all razard that 23 2 "ranaaitarzan® ariaavor anl woall not
e e e .

iapeds their 22%rts t3 Zound "eolsaias!" in Palastina.
Such "sympathetic" expressions were subthemes to the mainline policies

of the Holy See which opposed Zionism and the Jewish State during this period —

T T R i it By

primarily for heolagica and historical reasons.

MQ, “Oémc“‘%ﬁ‘“ ‘\' 56"’

The Vatican's anti-Zionism was a corollary of Catholic theologicel anti-

W

Judaism. It was rocted in the classic Christian "teachings of contempt™ 1:\'&11:}1
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demon@portrayed the Jews 'gés an accursed race both because they rejected
Je;;s as their savior as well as for their being alleged%’y '‘Chrisg—killers."
Exile from Palestine wes God's punishment, and the precondition for their return
to the Promised Land was their conversion to Christianit;.
\(;]p'\ This theological opoosition to the establishment (or reestablishemént)
w ,.r' of Jewish sovereignty over the Holy Land was reinforced by Catholic historiography.
61 2 In that view, Constantine the Great had acceonted k= Bhristianity es the religion

i ]
/ wtmi of the Aoman Emnpire 1n and therefore the fBovernment which contolled

P"/_,/( /I the Holy Land, Jerusalem, and ths Holy places had been Christian.
W y ’
v"‘”(,,“ The Arab conquest of Jerusalem under Caliph Omar 1n 638 CE faced the

Christian world with the fact that its most sacred shrines were i1n the hands of
"infidels." The Crusades were launched beginning 1for kk® twin purposes:
first, the liberation of Christian sanctusries from the ruling "Moslem infidels
and heathens;" and then, the reestablishment of Latin Christianity in Palestine,
perceived in Christian imagination solely as ®"the Land of Christ.®

That exclusive wvision was expressed tyniCallyhone crusader, the Dominican
Steohan of 3Bourbon who wrote: "We are the descendants of the Holy Land both according

to the flesh and the spirit...here our mobher the Church had its origin. Likewige the

land 1s ours by the right of succession as far aw as we are the irue children of

GodZ" In Valmar Cramer's comosndium, enother crusader 1s quoted aa{sab’ing:
"This land belongs to us by the right of purshase anl scquisition, for

Christ bought it for us by his 1::1051_3 has expelled the Yewish neople from it by the

mi1ght of the Romans snd has handed it to Ckristandom."
e
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Thus, the evidence 1s asundant that t-e Vatic-n's pol=cles durirg this
period - and for same time bSey@ng — was dominated oy what Dr. Jalter Zander

descrives i1n his study, Israel an? the Holy Places of Christendom (Prasger Publisters,

1971), as "a Cathnlic nostalgia for the Crusades" wrich looked fowward to "i4e

reneval of trz splendours of the fif.t century of the Crussies."

—

™he.e theological and historicel views undergirded the Ioly Sez's support

pﬁ&chv' of the 3yXes-Picot Agres~ent sxwg signed oy Brance and 3Sritain in *s; 7916 vhich

* called
for the/internationclizatio n of Pelectine. During t+is zeriod, the Vsticcn

o7f1ciclally sntrasted Francz - "the eldest daughter ~7 the Church" - nt: the rule

ol nrotectoz of Cav-olic anisrest>s 1in the Levant, 2al vnrgzd Francex %0 bacone
t-e orotecicr over t'e Fol- Tand, ¥he zssuamezmf- thev2zxPxer- ™e awa™iing
of the Palestine Mandate to Protesfant Gregt Britain ani the iségﬂca of the

Balfzir declaraticn 7n N2va=ser 1917 rarced tre d2gaaning 9F 4ha 2nd o° the

i~ter--tionalizztion Sroac.sl. ™a "oly. 2233 kad sufface  18s lirst =ajor

gz2-1211*1c51 defeat/ 11 1ts str iz, ve g cinst Zionisn.

- ™8 “giy Se2 contina czcy of -} “nsarnstin-~Tiz.* on

are 1was! T “astine v L 3 17627 its Socus|io to n}r ary thesqs 1.ri-z this

seriads (a) 1nlaraationzlifation of the Melyw slacps u~d2r Jb contrsl of

\ "8a~1st1an cou rice, " and (H) \t' - >=~7e-~tioa|ol "Jev: 28" LT 972> PaVaztiqz
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