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THE EVANGELICAL RENAISSANCE
-—- PROMISE OR MENACE?

wy Marc H, Tanenhaum
CEAPTER I -~ THE SOUTH - "UNCLE SAM!S OTHER PROVINCE"

The election of Jimmy Carter as theTBSth QQesident of
the United States of Ameriaa, the first candidate from the Deev
South to attain the Presddency in more then a century, cerystallized
the “eginning of the discovery »y America of "The New South."
Northern journalists, media commentators, and academicians swarmed
over the Deep South during therX election campaign in 1976 and
produced mountains of new®ecopy and untold hours of radic and TV
coverage a“out something spectacular that 1s going on "down there'
amid the kudzu vines, the live eaks and Southern vines, the grits,

and the anterellum maneions,

Perhgps it was the inevita“le consequence cof média
overload - the sheer num»ing effect of incessant “omhardment
hy inchoate medla messages. Or may*e it was the result of the
netional fetigue that ensued in the wake of the desultory TV
devates and frequently disorientdng political speeches. Or it could
have hesn the overlay of the lackluster election camogign stoo
the deepseated "malalse of civilization" that Ro*ert Heil“roner
attrithated to the effects of Wetergate, Vietnam, the race riots of
the 1860s, and the swelling, u*iquitous epidemie of terrorism and

violsnce spreading theoughcut the world that led to emotlional recoil,

Whatever the reasons, Wy the wefinning of 1977 - tre

start of the next four-year Presidential term of office - the

i
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popular conviction in much of the nation appears to remain not
suhstantially altered from what it was in the 19408 when W, J,

Cash wrote in his near-classic, The Mind of the South,

i¥here emiste among ug -~ »oth North and South - a profound
conviction that the South is another land, shégiy differentiated
from the rest of the American nationx,..The Scuth is, in Allen

Tate!s phrase, 'Uncle Sam's other province!'" (Dou-leday, 1S41).

Ironically, the candidacy and the su-sequent election o
President Carter tendeébto orscure @rather than
disclose the magnitude of the transgorma ons that have %em

taking ptace in the South, and their urgent meaning for the

rest of America. The concentmation on the grinning, toothy
personality of Jimmy Carter, on ths “ewildering and anxiety-
provoking phenomenon of %“eing a "vorn again! evangelical
Christian, and on his single-minded pursult of a metewplec career
that would lead from the peenut farm of Plains, Georgila, to the
highest office in the greatest superpower nation in the world -
all this szemed to suggest that this charismatic politician

had@ pulled a somnolent South »y the scruff of 1ts redneck into

the malnstream of America's political and national life.

But the realitiee are more than likelv the reverese, Tt 1is
the massive transformation of the South - still only vaguely
perceived and understood in the rest of the natien -~ that hae
made possible the candidacy, and then, the election of President

Carter, rather than the other way around. 3
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The South ie today the fastest growing region in the nation.
"The sixteen etates that make up the region we call the South," Ben
J. Wattenberg and Richard M., Scammon have o“served in This USA, V
"comprise the most populous eingle area in the nation." Nearly
eighty million people 1isg;e;nd they add, "more Americans can claim

to me Southerners than can claim to %e anvthing else, "

The population of the South and Southwest 1s mushrooming at
dounle the national everage, with more thar 85% of thehation's penulatim
growth now taking place in these states. As we shall detell in Chapter
(Four), "The South-A Mainstream In Itself," the South 1s today, as a
matter of straight censue fact, more ur-an than not - a¥most 60% -
and thete is solid evidence of mounting wealth, modzrn industry, and

vihrant growth in many Southen areas,

As the 1976 Presidential electicns demonstrated, nc political
party can win a preeldential election without some of the eleven
states of the 01d Confederacy, and their cousin “order statee who
control 163 electoral votes -~ 60% of the magical 270 needed for
victory.

From this perspective, the Fresidential election of 1976
was a politifal westershed for America. President Carter was not Jjust
a 22-month pdliticel sensation, %bigkeaky“ onetine political secident,
His presidentdal candidacy and elé%ion were *oth in su-stance ardx in
sym~olism a national rite of passage for the South which in 1976,
hegan to move in punlic consciousncss from a stete of political and

?“h**ﬁh
gocial pusdahi arrested since the Civil War, into a next stage of

maturity, The oféugation of the White House »y Jimmy Carter aossies—
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ratifies the entry of the South into the netional mainstream on
numeroug levels — not only velitical and economic, »ut as well in

the cultiural, educational, soclial and religious aeanas of our national
life. Thus, Carter!s election may well gignify for the South what
President Johnk F. Kennedy's election as the first Reman Catholic

to wecome vresident has come to mean for the 49 million Bz Catholics
of America, the validation of their nationel acceotance as first-claes
citizens, (Jews, “lacke, Hispanice, women, and Asiatic-Americans,

I would euggest,$ will in time undergo similar rites of passage,

with all the accompanying angulsh and testing of fheir relida“ility

to represent the whole of America, as representatives nf their
respective groups reach for the “rass rf »a%Xx ring of the Presidency.
The American presidency now, apparently, hae “ecome in our pluralist
dé&mcracy the ultimate seal of approval signaling tkak a formerly

suppresced or merginal group's having achieved first-class citizenahip}
4

Hgnceforth, I “elleve, we will w&rXeEx wWitness the surfacing of
Southern candidates in everym national political campakgn - as a
matter of regular couree and accepted vractice, That "Americanization
of the South" will finally put an end to, or at least modify
eignificantly, the mythologies a*out Southern politicse and ptxk
politiclians that prevaill in much of the rest of America, "In
liveral circles," Watten“erg and Scammon heve stated, "it is common
to hear a*out the inordinate amount of congrecsional control
exe’rciaed “w a few southern legislators who reoresent the minority,‘
»ackwoods, rural interests of an otheruise ur%an, li%-ersl, and

gsophisticated nation. 0ddly, thle diagnosts 18 propagated not only

Wy other-than-southern li“erals, “ut “y Southerners es wall who
]
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often stress their minority role in the American scene."

The "new Boutherners" can “e expected to contest for the
kg highest political offices of our nation, and make claims for
the moet prestigtoue and influential civic positions, with the same
convictions of legltimecy to represent the American majority as do

candidates and citizens from any other region of America,

A growing numher of Southerners are deseply conscious of this
seismic change in American life, and speak una*ashedly of 1t,
sometimes in heady, triumphakistic terms, "A reshuffling of xma& power
is taking place in America today that hae nothing at all to do
with politiéal parties or elections, " Governor Reu-en Askew of
Florida, sald recently. "The whe2l of power in thie nation ie turning,

unkistaka*ly and undenia“ly from the North to the Bouth,"

Accompanying — or perhaps more accurately - integrally
involved with thie "secular" transBférmation of the South has “een
an equally vigopous religious transformation, According tn the

Sotithern Baptist Handbook, the populations of the Suh-elt states,

excluding California and H;waii, grew 38% from 1950-1970, while the

population percentage of Southern Baptists grew 64%. The Southern
Baptists are among the fastest growing denominztions in this country,
numbering 12.7 million memZers, Bit' there are also some 30 asscciations

and groups of independente who now bring the num»er of Baptiste in

the nation to 30 million. When you include other evangelicels - Southern
Methodists, Southern Preg-yteriane, Aseem*lies

of God, ampne PERETS o HEVANGTHASREL & OGAT JHATIOR Baithes B Bowdher s,y

states in redent years and there are now Baptlsts in 2all 50 states

who are aligned with the Southern Baptistz Gonvention Tods, the
¢ »
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Xhexi
Southern Baptists are the largest Protestant ®x denomination in
the United States. They are confident, church historian James
T, Baker of Western Kentucky University commenta somewhat causticelly,
that "given enough time and patience and energy, all threeFf which
they have in abundsnce% they will eventually “ecome the largest
church in the world." (Southern Baptists in the Seventies,"

Christian Century, June 27, 1973.)

Dr, Baker hag aleo noted that "more Southern whites are
Baptiste than any other thing, and more Bouthern blacke are

Baptists than any other thing." In a recent study, it was found
G

eorgia
that Gen?ffiééfzifzflifthaxnptxt!naixkigiinlﬂhtmxﬁﬁxﬁxikkﬁﬁnﬁ

fartexrxx(are far more white-collar than the state as a whole,
The state's population consiste of about 49 prcent white-collar

workers and 51 percent hlue-ceollar. "But 73 percent of the people

in the avergge Baptist church on Sundey morning are white-~collar."

(Home Miesions, Sept. 1976.) And the same 1s true of Southern
Baptists in all states where the denomination has leng been esta*lished,
the study adde. Most "First Churches" are led %y the first families,
professional people, “usiness -owners - the“estaﬁlishmen: of the
community,

The president of Holiday Inn is a Bible-“-elieving Beptist,
as are the presidente of such multi-national corpvoratione as

Genesco, Raytheon, among others in the top echelons of national

corporate life, All of which suggests that the general images

of Boutherners as "rednecks," "erackere," or "dirt—eaters, " and
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of Southern evangelical Chrietians as "holy rollers" and "Elmer
Gantrys" have little congruence with the eoclo-econonmic changee and
the religlous reslities that have emerged in recent decades which
have transformed that sigea“le community - one third of the netion -

into a major force in American life.

But exactly who are these Southern Baptiete, andan more
generally, these evangelical Christiane, who now dominate the
"new South" and who figure so prominently in the nation's conscioueness®
What are thelr actual beliefe and system of values and what might
these meen for k¥ the future of America? What is the vresent state
of thet part of the Southern heritage which fed andr nubtured
racism, slavery, lynch mdb%ws, virulent antf-Semitiem, and “rutal
anti-~Catholiciem?i® What ineighte can *e gained from a hetter
understanding of the "eultural universes" of the Sotth and of
evangelicel Christianity that will ena“le us to comprehend more
deeply and accurately the viewe and commitments of the Jimmy Catters
of our nation? What are the implications of a renascent evangelical
Christianity-whose central purpose in life is conversion.for the
future of democratic pluralism in our society and in the world
community - for harmonious relations with non-evangelicals, Jews,
Catholice, liveral Protestants, Muslims, Buddhiets, Hindue, humanistes,
and non-belfyera? And finally, will a renascent South and an aggressive

evangelical Christian community help or hinder the causee of demestic

social Justice and international reconcilliation and prxmag® veace?

In ghort, is the Southern and evangelicel renaliesance that is

unfolding so rapidly “efore our eyes a promiege - cr a mengce - or
some of “oth?
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CHAPTER II - YANKEES AND REBELS: SECTIONAL EGOTISMS AND STEREOTYPES

The present encounter Yetween the South and the rest of
America is not unlike that encounter tht took plzce earlier in thies
century hetw2en Oriental and Occidental civiligations., Prof, Mircea
Eleade, the noted hietorian of religions and cultures, depicted that
encounter as "the meeting and confoontation of two types of mentality
which might »e called for eimplicity's sake, the 'traditional! and the
'modern,' the first %“eing characteristic ofman in archaic and Oriental
societice; the sedond of man in modern Bociﬁg'ies of the Western
type.

"As we know," Eleade declares, "the meeting and confrontation
of these twd tppes of civilizeticn count among the most significant
events of the last gmarter century. That confr-nbation is developing
on two different planes and as a consequence of different sets of
circumstences, On the one hand, the exotic and orimitive veoplee have
now come within the or-it of histery, so that Western man is o“liged to
enquire into their system of valuee, if he ie a*le to esta*lish and
maintain cemrunicetinn with them, On the other hand, a whole s=ries
of changes has teken place in the cultural outlook of Europeans,

«.. The encounters have “een made through the more Westernized
representativee, or in the mainly external spheres of economics or
ard politice., We may say that the Western werld hae not yet, mor not
generally, met with authentic representatives of the 'real' non-
Bestern traditions, But this encounter is, in the end, inevitable.”

Prof. Eleade concludes, "One day the Weet will have to know

and to understand the existential situations 204 the cultural univefge
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of the non-Vestern peoples; however, the West will come to value them asg
integral with the history of the ruman spirit snd will no langer regard
them as immature epleodes or a-~errations from an exemplary history of

man - a history conceived, of course, only as that of Weetern man,"

In a somewhat analogous way, the Bouth in now entering the

"orrit of history" of America's mational life, If reciprocal communicati
ion 18 to “e esta“lighed “etween "the new South" and thes rest of Americs
we Will need to enguire intec "thelr system of values," gand "to underetanéi
(their) existential situations and (their) cultural universe." But

the first step on that journey of inquiry will require that we clear

out the cultural underbrush of stereotypes, preludices, and mytholeogiles
which have led many of us - on “oth sides of the Mason-Dixon line -

to regard “oth the South and the North as "immature episcdes or

arerrations from an exemplgsry hietory'" of America, That cultural
purification process 1s an essenthal precondition required *oth of

the North and the South wefore they are a*le to "come to value" each

other "as integral with the history" of our nation and "of the human

spirit, !

To a surstantial extent, the lingering emotions of "strangenesd
and "differentness" — of perceiving n~ne another as "immature =sviecdes
or arerrations from an exenplary history" of the nation — k£ka% veaked
ing special ways during the 1976 Presidential cempalgn. They were
reflected in the suspicifons and amxleties toward the Presidential
candidate from the Deep South wy the splitting »f votes ™y white
Progetkants in the North, lidwest and West (the split Probestant vote

?¢Tf€\V€&
in the ‘Bmfk South had more to do with Preeident Carter's liveraliem
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than, o-viously, with kis Southerness), »y the smaller vote that
Catholics gave Miim than they did to other Democragtic candidates
(55% for Cartér, mm& ae contrasted with % for Humohrey), and
by the lesser vote, although su “stantial, that Jews gave Carter

(75% as contrasted with 88% for Humphrey).

While cther factors entered into the voting declsiones, I
em persudded that the anxlous national discuesion and indecisions
ahout the President fron the Deep South suggeeted that the “itter

politicel
legacy of regional pride, preludice, and pakiikadlsusplciens
deposited wy the tregic War-Between-the-States 1s sti1ll fer from
spent.

In a volgnant essay entitled, "Could the Ckwtl War Have

Been Prevented?" (Christian Century, March 31, 1976), Prof. Samuel

S. Hi1l, Jr., author of Religion and the S0lid South, deplores'the

ravages" suffered by America over the past 110 years in the wake

of "the harsh confliet of 1861-1865," the first "total war' in the
history of warfare, In eddition to the lose of an estimated 610,000
lives - 360,000 in the service of the Union, and 250,000 in tre service
of the Confederate States of America - with countless thousande of
others mgimed, dlememrered, or lecs seferely wounded; the economic
HaEkagxexx devastation and vastage of farme and cilties; familles
sundered ;;ﬁ diminished; politieell suspicion and *elligerency;
internecine strife; a divided people, regicnal isnlaticn - Prof.
Hill counte 2meng the lasting costs of the Civil War to America,
which, he says, is hardly over today, "the pride and prejudice the

conflict engendered in »oth regionel socleties,”

Cweerving that'unlike President Lincoln, each was convincad

LY
.’
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that the Lord was on its side and eo denouncedtre other as

immoral or bmperious," Prof., Hill adds that "unti) very recently
most Yankeee and Re>sle sooke npenly of their superiority over the
other in terms of the quality of their 1ife and moral resovonsi-
Wility., If thegﬁggége is cpen to the charge of having squandered
most of ite psychic energy on the anachronism of segregation (and
glavery “efere that), the North may pe accueed of having misdirected
many of its attltudes towardk the Lenightednees end inferiority

of satitherners and southern ways."

Dr. Hill cites the case of a dietant relative from the
Deep South who "as a child refused to step outside his family's
car parked on a Cincinnati street out of a sense of testrangerant,
fear, and contempt for residents of that (“order) norbBhern city.
As recently as two decadee ago such a response was not altogether
exceptional - and the came might %“e sald of analrgous incidents

involving northern condescension towards ciltizens of Dixie."

Prof., Clement Eaton of the University of Kentuchy, a
leading authority on Southern civilization, tells this story

in an essay dealing with the Confaderacy:

When Williem H, Russe®l, the correspondent of the Times
of Lond~n, was traveling in the United Ststes in the late 1850s
gathering material for a travel book on America, he interviewed
William H, Seward, the then Secretary of State, Southerners “elleved

that Segard was the red power *ehind A-rsgham Lincoln, In his

interview with Russell, Segard told him that the Southera 1
‘era people



Tanen»aum 12

were very different from the Northern people. He said that the
soclety of the South (which Dr, Baton said Seward knew very little
avout) was “ased on "wlack la“or zni idle extravegance.," He descrived
tumhledown 0ld hackney coaches such as had not *een seen north of
the Potomac for half a century,harnesses thet were never cleaned,
ungroomed horséw, %“adly furnlshed houses, %ad cookery, imperfect
educetion, He spoke of thz North, on the other hand, as a section
of the country where "all was life, enterprise, industry and
mechanical skill,"

Prof. Eaton coneludes, "Now, if so intelligent a man hed &
stereotyve of the South such ae Segard had, what muset have *een the

views of the average, untutored Northerner?" (Interpreting American

History, »y John A, Garraty, Mscmillan 1970.)

While »oth North and South had tremendous sectional egos
(and apparently the tense should *e present rather than sltogether
past), a num-er of historiane arzue that the Soutf suffered more
from a false sense of superiority than the North, In part, thie
exaggerhted senee of supsriority and low conceptiecn of Northerners,

derived frocm what W, J, Cash (TheMind of the South) termed the

"legend of the 01d South in 1ts classical form" whose "social pattern
was manorial, its civilization that of the Cavalier, its ruling

class an aristocracy coextensive with the planter group." What had
really happened here, Cash o-essrves, was that "the gentlemanly idea ,

driven from England %y Cromwell, had taken refuge in the South

#* Refer to the article,"The Southernization of America,"
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and fashioned for itself a world to its heart's desire; a world
gingularly pdlished and mellowz® andp poised, wholly dominated *y

ideals of honor and chivalry and no*lesee.'

The Bouthern aristocratic ruling class, which Cash »elleved
dominated the Southern way of life despite 1ts num>efing no more than

some 500 families »y 1860, "reguired arove all thinge & fixed rackaround

the eense of ahsolute security and revose which proceeds from an
environment which moves in well-worn grnovee, and in which change

occurs rarely and never a%“ruptly."

A goclety's value orientatiors center around the issuesm of
epace and time, cultural anthropologiste tell us. Using those cc*egoricsy
Prof. Hill croposes that the South has “een predominantly oriented
to "fixed time" and "fixzed epece" rather than to "moving time" and
"moving space." "Fixed time" is the posture of nostalgia in which
"a people may take its cuee and derive its norms from what it once
was or alleged to have %»een, Yefore circumstances plxed it at a
disadvangage." "Fixed space' deseri*es a soclety wed tc 1te own
houndaries and the trmditional practices and arrangmente of those
who have lived within them, "Fixed space" fastens cnto how things
have %“een and endeavors to preserve the past agalnst eroelve forces,
It a+solutizes er sacralizee the way cf life of the province. Fetther,
"fixed epace" is a posture of a“straction, with emphasis on the
rightness of institutions and® formal policles, Cultures avpea to find

it eagsier to *e tightly parochial with a“stractions than with events

Or mMemeorles,
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Of the four socletal value-orientatiors, Hill notes, '"fixed
space' is the moet conservative, and commitment to it accounts in
large measure for the South's parochialiem, ite containedness, or

ite cultural'eacredness,” in the sccilological sense of the term,

Southerness and the relatigely separatist way of 1life in
the South stayed alive, Prof, Hill o%-serves, "not “ecause of events
or leaders or war@ or eym-~olic ceremonial occasions, wut "from the
energizing and identity-providing force that came from the structure
or pattern of a specific and invinla*-le arrangement for living
involving “lacke and whites. It seems to have Zeen the sheer presence
of Negroee — affirmed to have thelr special place in this structurel
arrengement — which intensiféed and perpetuated regional distinctlivemr-
nees. "

In the South, the adjustment of Negroes had “ecome involved
with the caste-~like elements associated with the clantation economy.
As the large-scale cultimation of toracco 2nd rice develoved after
1680, the “lack la*or force was driven into untitigated “ondege.
The emergence of the "cotton culture" and the cpread of the plantation
economy after 1820 a%ruFtly ended the hope for the end of slavary
and, as Prof., OUscar Handlin writes, “oth whites and %“lacks “ecame

mired in a slave econcmg¥.

The legal terme of the “ondage of *lacke “ecam2 more stringent,
She possihility of emancipation narrower, and tr» regulation of
the emancipated “lacke more restrictive. After 1830, as the
arolitiontsts launched an uncompromiging attack upon the whole

institution, the defenders of slavery came to justify it ae &
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positive gcod, worthy of verpetiation, and of extension., Thue
white supremacy “ecame institutionalized at the exvense of the
suhjection of “lack people,

By the 1890s, agrarian andlabor reformers, aflame with
Populist grilevances against »ig %husinees, focused their hostil ity
en vulnera“le Negroes rather than on powerful vlanters and
industrialists who used the *lacke as an economic instrument, Nowhere
in the Union was the plight of the emall farmer so descerate as in
the one-crop region of the lower South., (The average annual income
of the poor Lamgrx farmer was $167.) Nowhere else did the white farmer
- the "redneck" or "cracker" -~ hate eo intensely. Most of all the
redmeck hated the Negro.

When vopulism entered the South, Samuel E Morrison tells us,
1t ailmed at a political allliance “etween “lacks and poor whites to
wreak the rule of the "Bourwons.' But Tom Wateon, the number one

Poplilist

demagogue of the/movement, turned I& against the :%acks. He fought
the Bourbone in Georgie all throug;7§8803. Elpctedhpongress as
a Populist in 1890 “y the ®otes 0f “oth “lacke and whites, he was
defeated for a second term, He then adopted the poor white voint of
view. That class eimply would not vote for a “iracial party.

From 1906, when he “ecams the most popular leader in the
South, he outdid every other white demagogue in Negro-“+aiting. He
lauded lynching, descrived Booker T, Washington as "Hestial as a
gorilla," and@ %“racketed Catholice, Socialists, and Jewe with Africans in
his catalcgue of hate. Throughcut the Beep Scuth, professional

rah-le-rousers and "nigger-hatere" arose - Tiliman, Biddo, Y¥Ysrdaman,

Blease and others. They challenged the Bourbon ascendancy, explot
s 01teq
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agrarian diecontent, and selzed state governments. In one state

after another, “etween 1890 and 1508, new constitutions which *y orne
device or another disfranchised the “lacks, were addpted *y conventlons
tut never su*mitted to pnpular ratification, Louisiana, which had the
moet propperous and cultivated *lacke of any xmxthzx Southern state,
had 130,334 “lack people registered as voters *n 1896, “ut the

numher fell to 1342 in eight years. Every legistature elected under

the new constitutions enacted a flood of Jim Crow laws.

The thirty yesrs “etwesn 1890 and 1920 were the darkest
for the »lack people of America. Lynchings resched their apex in
1892 with 226 extra-Jjudicial mo» murders, 155 of them “lacks., From
that date, the num“er slowly dropped off “ut no fewsr than 50 *»lacks
were lynched annually until 1913, Accerding to Prof. Morrison, the
total count of lynchinge from 1889-1918 is 2,522 *lacks and 702
others,

In the Far West, lynching was reesntded to in the avsence
or necause of the weagkness of law, while in the South it wes used
in defiance of law and courts, often after trial andicconviction to
gsatisly the vicious hate of the lowest elements of the vopuletion,
Not until 1918, wae anyone punished in the SHuth for taking part in

a lynching.
When the 20th century ovened, almost 90% of America's
vasgt
“lacks 1ived in the South, The conditions nf that/devreessed pooulation

set the tone for the status of all. In the firc<% decadee of the new

century, the South remained primarily rural. The agricultural system
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had never recovered fully from the destruction of the old
plantation econony.
Howhled - some h¥storiens say "hypnotized! - “y an

!
exaggerated sense of honor and s "sacred right" that “eyond

A
common semese, REF provinclal-minded ante»ellum Southerners

did not realize the strength of the North, (The North coneisted of

23 states as compared with 11 statees in the Confederacy - although
personal loyalties were sharply divided in four of the slave-holdng i
“order states that officially remained in the Union, The Nerth

had a population of 22 million compared with the South's 9 million,
including 3,500,000 slaves. The North vosseseed 92% nf the country's
industry, including almost all the iron and stedl mklls and

armament and textile factoriss, The South had to depend upon importe
and its few®x factories for manufactured gonods. The NHorth x=rinx
contained ovar 20,000 miles of ragilroad, more than dou»le the railroad
facilities of the South, The North had sufficient foodstuffs

pro¥ided »y the West, whereas Southesrn agriculture was devoted to
tokacco and cotton. The Ncrth had more than two-thirds of the

nation's money resources to helf finance the Civil War. The North

maintained coﬁ%}ol of the nawy anﬁ#erchant marine, )

The growth of industrial wealth and the cormerdtzl activity
in the North prior and eursequent tc the Civil Ver produced in the
South a stereotyped concention of the Yakkee as 2 "rounter-iumper"
and a moneygra*ver, and inclined Southernere to think they would

eimply overrun "those popinjays, those tradespeople of the North,"



Tanenhaum 18

With 1its economy and the Southern way of 1life “ased on the
"peculiar institution" of slavery and "king cotton!| Southerners
have not until relativdky recent times proverly valued the
wuginessman, Evidence of this 1s seen in the statistic that

on the eve of the Civil War, 11 8@outhern states of the Confederacy
produced only 10 percent of the manufactured goode of the

neticn'e output,

At the same time, Northernere felt themselves at a
disadvangege and Inferior *ecause the original political
lestarliehment" wae Southern — the Virginia dynasty. Four of the
first five Bresidente were Virginiane. The Virginia dynasty elevat 4
Presidents “y simply designating the vice-president of a ca“inet
mkrkgXer mem*er in a set pattern., The Unitédd States and the
Constittition were made %y Southerners. The ldea seemed to
develop that somehow or other the government was run %»y
Southerners. The South had “een the dominant force in American
political life »efore the Civil War, After the Civil War, the
Repunlican party emerged as the nztional party, and the South

we8 now suterdinate to the North,

Against the Xake “ackground of this history, charactéri,ed
“y so much reciprocal paranoia “etween North and South, the election
of iiﬁgiﬁxai Carter as the first native Southerner to attdén
the Presidency of the United States in more than a century
agsumee even deeper meaning for the South, and for the unlty

of nation ge a whdle.
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EHAPTER III —~ ADVENTURE IN SOCIAL UNIFICATION
Through much of Merican history, our political parties
have in fact Yeem secticnal in nature. Even with the ascendancy of
the Repu*lican Party under Awrgham Lincoln, after the C¢til Wgar
%ﬁch party dominated a differént part of the country, the

Democrats in the Bouth, and the Repu*licans over most of the North,

Thst eectionalism and the its divieilveness was perhaps
most dramatically expressed during the 19224 Democratic comvention,.
William Jernninges Bryan, the "CGreat Commoner" from Nebraska -
Richardd Hofstadter characterized him as "a circuit-riding
evangelist in politics" - had a galvenic effedt on the farmere
and lavorérs of the South and West when at the 1896 Democratic
convention he dékivered his flery "Crose of GoBid" soeech which
won him the Presidential nominastion. ("You srall not press down
upon the brow* of la*or this crown of thrrns, you shallgg:ucify
menkind upon a cross of gold.,") Bryan'e campalgn was the last
protest of the o0ld acsrarian order agalnet industrialism, and the
last attempt of the new order to cleen house, to sweep away
the cyniciem and apathy which had been characteristic of American

pklitics for thitty years,

Bryan, whom the Populiste called"the Boy Orator of
Platte," through his revivalist oratory might inflame theBBible
Belt, but in the Eastern cities he was regarded as a repellent,
even comic figure,Running for President on the strength of a
monomania, namely, free sllver and cheap money for the farmers,

P
Bryan was ridiculed and condem‘ned by all "Eastern Reepectanility.'
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When Bryan roese before the 1924 Democratic commention
in New York to oppose the denouncing of the Ku Kléx Klan *y
name, contending that "we can exterminate Ku KluxiBm “etter
Wy recognizing their #honeaty and teaching them that they are
woong," he was higsed ani-xx “ooed *y the galleries,

By 1924, the East -~ which Bryan had called "the enemg'e
country" -~ had given birth to ite ouwn Great Commoner in Al
Smith, Prohi»ition and the Klan were the immediate foils in
the duel Smith anéFryan had fought, 3ut behind each antegoniet
were ranged the ha%ite and prejudices, hopes and frustrations,
pridees and hatreds af two different culturéds and two histor iczal

eras.

The very eccentricities and mannerisme of the two men were
sym*olic. The “rown derhy and raspieg Ezst Bide accert, which
stamped $Shith as "one cf our %“oys" to the sidewalk masses, sent
shivers down the spine of Protestant respecte»ility. In turn the
tralts mhich mede Bryan seem like the voice of piocus morality
and orthodox religbon tc his Prohibitioniet rural Protesctant
following ~ the li“eral use of Biblical imagee and quotations,
the rescnant Chautauqua tones, the hecaven—-stomplng energy - made

him sound like the voice of “igotry to the ur%an masses.

Bryan had mesde no app2el to class ratred, But his followers
were full of it, and "Pitchfork Ben" Tillman of South Carolina

called upon the people to throw off thelr bondagé to the Eastern
who, he sacd, wee )

money powers(ﬁﬁ?& ineolent then the sleve power
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J Both men were mouthplecesm® of protest —~ Bryan of the
overmortgaged Bible h2lt, Smith of the urderpaid, melting pot.
Whether elther was understood in the other!s country wes dourtful,
Could trhe factory worker really =axrx share the despair of the farmer
watching a sheriff tack a foreclosure notice on the *arn door? Could
the farmer feel the vicerious terror of the factory masses reading of a
shirt-waiet factory fire in which 144 women were tragped and “urned
alive? The year of the Triangle fire, 1911, was the year Smith first
went to Al*any. It marked the %“eginning of his fight to improve factory
conditions, redvce the hours of laror fer women, and for other

social legislations.

¥het Smith embodied was the revolt of e undergog, urkan
inmigrant agailnst the top dog of "old American" stock, His Cetrolicism
was as essential element in that revolt, The do-called "old"
immigretion which settled the farme was drawn largely from Protestant
countriesy—England, Norway, Sweden, and Germany., The "new" immigration
after 1885 which crewded the tseming cities came mainly from Italy,
Poland, Ruesla, Greece, &and the disintegrating Haps+urg Empire, The
larger part of these new immigrants wefe Catholic, They aleo included

perhaps 1,500,000 Jews.

Because they came to this ccuntry late, these immigrants
and their children were eoncentrated in the lowsr economic rungs.
Moreover, they resented what seeme&ﬁo them efforts to Borce confommity
to an Anglo-Saxon, Protestant culture, through Sunday Blue Laws,

prohibition, and the Klan. Tkroughout the indistrialized East, the

make-up of society was such that Protestantiem Ccoincided largely with
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172t the Repurlican party, with millownere and financlers, with
the sno»wigh mem“ers of the 8xclusive clu*s - in short, with the
upper clase, Catholicism, in turn, coincided larggky with
discrimination and swveated la“or, with immigrant minorities who
were locked down upon &8 inferior %“eings -~ ik shert, the lower
class,

It was not until the rsvelution of Franklin Delano Roosevelt
in 1932 that this “alance of separate geograchical dcrinances
was upset, Roosevelt touched off a race to nationalize the “Hasis
of mf suoport for »oth parties. By traneforming the Democratic
following in the North from a largely Catholic party to one whose
main aopeal was economic, Rocgevelt began the orocees of undermining
Repurliean veting strength., They key tn that wrosion was a new tendency
bo vote on the »aeis of income and economic class., The a»ility of
growing num-ers of J#Anericans to vote more sharvly in econdmic terms,
acpeare also to have *een strengthenéd “y the e-wing of anti-Cathnlic
feeling during John F, EKennedy's edministration and “y the elow

weakening of anti-Negro preduéice in the South,

The redl drama of American politice, Samuz2l Lu%»ell has noted

in his perceptive study on The Future of American Pg;it;ga'lies

"in the constant struggle for national unificaticn, in a ceaseless
striving for Y a more perfect union' mpdé eseential first *y our
continent-spanning expanse, and later nn:%y the astonishing variety
of peoples who were drawn to this country. The screws of internal

ad justment have “een tightened »y the mou&ging *~urdeng of leaderehip

in a time-shortened world, " Lunell gadds:
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"My »asic faith. .runs to the *ellef that in the long run
the political future “elongs te the forces of unification., Somzskow,
often in ways thet are not readily perceived, the unifying forces

eventually win out over the dividing, separatistx influencee.'

Lu>~ell points to eccnomics, culture, politice, and technology
as "naticnalizing forcee" which fend to impoee their influences
across the whole nation, overriding its sectional cleavages, differences
and treditions. Theese nationalizing forces, he adds, are the carrildrs

of change which disrupt the present and shape the future,

The current 2ra of the Dempcratic perty dominance as thre
majority coalitiocn on the nationel political scene hes Yeen, in
Lu»ell's words, '"an adventure in social unificetion.,' Tor te
elenments of the New Deal coalition - the children and grandchildren
of all the urkan mincritieg, *lack and white Southrerners, workers and
famiers, — the pro+kems of social unification have *een "life or
deathf 1ssues." The eseential quality of the maj~rity coalition
gathered tofay in the Pemeccratic perty is not its “liﬁeralism“ or

"econservatiem" »ut its timeliness. The elements in this ccalitior

must be alive and resvorsive to the newsr pro*lems around which the

unification of the nation spins,

Of the many trende xrmaxmg remaking the politiecs cf
our time, Lu»ell singlees out "the quickening economic revoluticn in
the South, which has altered the dymamics of BSouthern sectionallsm

to where it has “-ecome a pressure for ErgXat pdditical unificatiocn

with the rsst of the nation,"



THE EVANGELICAE RENAISSANCE AND AMERICAN PLURALISM
by Marc H. Tanenbaum
There are elements in the current national discussiern of the
surfacing of evangelical Chrisfianity as a significant force in
- relation te Presidential politics, and te American society generally,
that remind one Bf the description provided by Prof. Mircea Eleéde[
of the early encounter between Oriental and Occidental civilizations.
_Depicting that experience as one of alienation, suspicx=ion and mistrust,
Eleade, the preeminent historian of religions end eultures, has written:
4The neeting and confrontation offws two types of mentality which
might be called, for simplicity's sske, the ?traditional® and the
*modern® +the first being cheracseristic of man in archair and Oriental
societies; the second of man in modern seocieties of the Western type.
"As welkknow," Eleade declares, '"the meeting and confrontation of
these two types of civilization count among the most significant events
of the last quarter century. That confrontation is developing on two
different planes and as a econsequence of different sets of circumstances.
On the one hand, the exetic énd primitive peoples have now comne
within the orbit of history, so that Vesterm man is ebliged to eﬁquire
inte their system of values, if he is able to establish and meintain -
communicstion with them. On the other hand, a whole series of changes
has taken place in the cultural outlock of FEuropeans...The encounters
have been made through the more wesﬁernized representatives, or in the
mainly external spheres of economics or politics. We may say that the
Western world has not yet, or not generally, met with authentic
representatives ofthe 'real' non—Weste?n traditions. But this encounter
is; in the end, inevitable.
Frof. Elease concludes, "One day the West will have to know and

to understand the existential situations and the cultural universe of the
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non-vWestern peoples; wmoreover, the Vest will come to value them
as ® integral with the history of the human spirit and will no

longer regard them as immature episodes or abermations from an

exemplary history of men - a history/ conceived, of courss, only _.$:57

as that of Western man."
The nomination of Governor Jimmy Carter as the Democratic _
Party's candidate for the Presidency of the United States - the first
evangelical, bern-again Christizan in médern political history to °
figure in such a role - both sygbolizes and expresses the asceddancy
- of the 40 to 50 million evangelical Christians into "the orbit of
and religious
hlstory," that is, prImariky Americen political,zmit social,history.
Whether or not Governor Carter wins the Presmdantnal elections in
" November, the very fac€?g§ his candidacy was possible atall is _
a stitement about ke the tranformations that have taken pbdace bafh
in the South and in Southern religious—cultural.life which hold “
profound, if ambiguous, implicetions for the future of =mAmerican
society. That is en indirect way of saying that even if Jimmy Carter
should not win the election, in his candidacy the South, and
particularly the Southern evangelical Christian community hame
broken out.of their regional isolation dating back to the Ci¥il War
their claim
and havee now established khierxtix hid to be considered as a mature,
‘major pariner in any coalition that undetakes to guide the pIikxf N
ngtional politics of America, as well as the social policies of the
natioral community. And that, I believe, should be counted as
among the most signficant events in American hisbdbry during the
last century and a quarter.
It is genuinely bewil&éringﬂsg; particularly in an age of -

mass communications, that images of Southerners prevailed in so much

%
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of the primary discmssions of non-Southerners that suggested that

the world from which Uimmy Cabter sprangz was not distantly removed;

from Eleade's "exofic and primitive peoples" of the Orient. Followihg
his nominatien, Carter gave an extensive=interview to the Ngtional
Cathclic News Sérvice on August 10th in which he sought to minimze
¥the peligious issue? and the possibB8lities of prejudice toward hinm
because of his pronounced Southern Baptist religious convictions.
¥I belieye," Carter said, "that the eo-called prejudice against me
because i'm a Bapbist was overestimated te begin with. Most people in
this country, I think, have & remarkable absence of prejudice because
of one's religien."

Carter then added,'"because of my success in the primaries, peopd
began to study the beliefs of Southern Baptists and they detected a
very strong inclination to separate church znd state on my part, as
was expressed very clearly by John Kennedy when he met with Protestant
mitisters in Houston in 1960. I thirk as they've learned what our
religious beliegs were, their concerns were alleviated." Carter's
final point was that "our public opinion polls have shown, since- the
(Democractic) convention, on a nationwige basis, that I have strong
support among all réligious groups and thet there is no Prejudiece
against me beceuse of my religion,"

The politicel wisdem of wanting to downpday the religious
factor and to try to create a bandwopgr effect is of course understanda
ble. And indeed, on one level, Carter's responses are astute inséfar
as they are congruent with Erik Eirk Erikson's reading of the American
plitical character which he regards as uniquely responsive to xkinkingxf
raducing‘complex ideological issues to slogaons and qliches, a method
that aﬁvertising has tested as remarkably sudcessful in selling soap

and toothpastex, and succeeds even in selling political candadates.

- | ]
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To a substantial extent. thase lingering emotions 6% “étrangenessﬂ
and "differentness" that have peaked in special ways durlng thls
Presidential campaign suggest that thefbi,ter legacy of ragloﬁal ﬁrlde,
prejudice, and political suspicions deposited by the traglc War “*!
Between the States is sti¥X far from wholly spent. In a pomgnant
essay entitled, "Coul@ the Civil War Have Been Prevented?. (Chrlstlan
Century, March 31, 1976), Prof. Samuel S. Hill, Jr., suthor of*-”
Rellglon and the Solid South, deplores "the ravages" suffered by Amerloa
over the past 110 years in the wake of "the harsh conflict of 186l?%
1865." In addition to the loss of an estiiated 610,000 lives — X\ a.
360,000 in the service ofthe Union and 250,000 in the service &f the =
. Confederate States of America - with couhtless thousands of others *
_malmed dismembered or less severely woundedj; the economlc devaatatlon
and wastage of farms and cities; families sundered or dlmlnlshed' ;nixxxn
' politicel suspicion and belligewency; intemmecine strlfe, a d1v1ded
people; regional isolation -~ Prof, Hill counts among the 1ast1ng costs
of the Civil War to America, which is hardly over in 1976, Kthe pride
and prejudice the conflict engenéered in both regional SOOlEfieSo" h

, Observing that "unlike President Lincoln, each wag conV1ﬂced
that the Lord mm was on its side and so denounced the other as i@mo‘ﬂl
or imperious," Prof Hill adds that "until very recently most Yankee§
and Rebels spoke openly of their superiority over the: other yin termsi .
of quality of their life and moral responsibility, If the South- _
is open to the charge of having squandeecd most of its paychlc energy
on the anachronism of segregation (and slavery before thatx‘ the North
may be accused of having misdirected many of its attltuaﬁea \ boward
the benightedness and inferiority of southerners and southern\yays."

Dr. Hill cites the case of a distant relatlve from| thé\
Deep South who "as a child refused to step outside his famlly 8 }car
perked on a Cincinnati street out of @ sense of bestrangement fear, and
contempt for the residents of that (border) northern-‘city. As cently
as two decades ago such a response was not altogether exceptloigli— and
the same might be said of analogous incidents involv1ng ﬁorthern 5\
cendencen31on towards citizems of Dixie." .

1 \‘

Whlle both North and South had (and perhapd the tense should \\\
be present rather than altogether past) tremendous sectmnnal egos, '
a number of historians argue that the South suffered £ more from &

1
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the minority, backwoods, rural interests of an otherwise urban,
liberal, and sophisticated nation. Oddly, this diagnosis is

propagated not only by other-than-scuthern liberals, mat by Satherners
xhemzgiyeax as well, who often stress their minority role in the
Azerican scene.

"It is, then, peculiar to note this first pertinent £m regional

fact: the sixteen states that make up the megion we cazll the South

comprise the most populous single area in the nation, and it hes

been the most populous arca since the year 1620. Fifty-five million

people live there, and more Ameriéans caen ¢laim to be Southerners

than ean clainm Lo be anything else.

"Southerners comprise altiost a third of our population and are
in the second fastest-growing ares in the nation," they édd, urging
that "we cease talking abeut it (the South) as a pinority culture."
urg When critics stop thinking of & ways to bring it into "the
mainstream," we will be striking a blow for accuracy. One third of
g nation, after a&ll, is nearly @ mainstream in itself.

By a similar token, Wattenberg and Scammon add, the pérpetual
view of he so-called "Selid South" as a homogeneoous, poor, psstorel,
politicelly powe:ful and growthless whole is becoming equally
midiculous. In 1960, as a matier of straight census fact, the
South was more urban than not (almest 60%), and there was solid
gvidence of weaith, modern industry, and vibrant growih in many
Seuthern areas. To be sufe, a problem South does exist; it is poor,
rurél, and underdeveloped, but it by no means compiomises the entire
Soﬁth - nor are poor, rurgl, underdeveloped areas found only in

the South.



7

The problems of the South - poverty, education, poor housing,
threadbare rurality - are white as well as Negre probgéms, they assert,
and these are especially concentreted in the East South Central states
of Mississippi, Alabams, Tennessee, and Kenturky. However, they note,
there are many areas of the South thet measure up closely to , or
actually surpass;_naﬁional aveonages. For examphde:

Delaware, Méryland, and Wash%ngton, D. C. all surpass national
income medians. Théae areas and Fiorida are above. the national education
medians. Texas and Florida have_léss sub-standard housing than the
national average. Delaware, Maryland, the District of Columbia, Florids,
Texas, and Oklghoma all sugpass the ﬁational percentage of white-Bollar
workers. Other seuthérn aréas - righp iﬁ the southern heartland - zlso
surpass the aatiénal ave;éges- unempioyﬁén%m for example, was lower
than the national rate. 1n all southern states except West Virginis and
the East South Central States. ' ;

Among clﬁtes, Atlanta, nustln Batan Rouge, Dallas, Huntsville
(Alabams), Jackson, Lexlngton, Lubbock (Tnxas), Fldland (Texas), Miaui,
Nashville, Oklahoma Clty,Ralelgh, Rlchmond Roanoke, .and San Antonionr v
all hagve prOport1@natoly more whlte—collar workers than the average
American city (more than Chlcago, to name’ one 1nstance). Some of these
cities exceed the national fam1ly medlan 1ncome figure, although
generally, wages are still lower 1n—ven the prosperous parts of the ;h
South. We've heard a. good deal about b@low-average southern ratea of

educatien, but seventeen southern SMSAaﬁall match or surpass the natlonai

SMSA avera e of 1ll.1 years df'schooliné{iéy persons- ofer twenty-five.
Wattenberg and Scammon cmﬁclhde:bTﬁére is, then, not only a
‘Prob2dm South butbt a Hew Seuthxla growing, ughgn. industrialy educated -
South. Part of he Southkand has économic(and\\social) problems - most
of it does not. Further, the nétionai-demograp%ic correctives are at
{
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work in the South aslelséuherc in the nation: people are leaving the
problen areas, but thousonds a¥Ye flocking to southern aeeasléhere progress
of wrious sorts is apparens. |

The South comprises e third of our nation, end for the nmost
part, it étands clecrly within our cultural;énd egdnouic mainstream.
Radicol differences of opinion have the South appear at times to be s
land appat but its citizens, both vhéée and non-whites, reveal to hbe
Census notlvatlonal behavior qulte identiadl -to that of otkher areas
of’the country: 230 Southerner are secking nore and better, and 80

-

a?e,weﬁdil.
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This economic growth has serious cultural and social consequences
/n that it represents a radical reversal in both the self-concept of
Rthe South, and of the North's traditional perceptions of Southern
eéconomic backwardness, and by inferémne other kinds of backwardnesses

as well - social, cultural, relgiious, political. Dr. Roy F. Nichols,

in obsefv&tions offi "the causes of the civil war," asserts that the
growth of /industrial wealth and the commercial activity in the North
prlor andfsubsequent to the civil war produced in the South a concept

of Yﬁﬁkwe as a "conterjumper" and a moneygrabber. With its economy

and the Southern way of life based on the "paeullar institution" of
Blavqéy and "klng qoﬁtonﬂ, southerners have not until xememkx relatively
re%ent timBSxpr0pe;ly valued the businessman, and, in fact, the south
bas lackedigood busineaamen (Dr. Eaton). Evidence of this is seen in
j'the statlstic that on the éve of the civil war, 1l southefn states

of the confederacy produced only 10 percent of the manfiffctured goods

\

on .he nation's output.

Bu%%%%%db&89939£35 EP§a§38t595%3 Eﬁaﬁﬁﬁgg&grg%ﬁtﬁﬁ&%&zﬁ§ﬁ§tﬁ§§
234% ratedxsensexuf XNENBTXLREAX thexHaxkhxx. than the North. Hobbled
" by an exaggerated sense of honor and a low CODQELtIOH of Northerners,
provincial-minded antebellum southerners did not rcalize the strength
of the North and were ;ncl;ned t0 think that they weuld simply overrun
i = ' i

I
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"those popinjays, those tradespeople of the Norxrth".

At the same tigie, Hortherners fclt themsleves at a disadvantage
and inferior because the original politkcal Yestablaishment" wgs Southeram
-~ the Virginia dynasty. The United States and the coast were made by
Southerners. Four of the first five presidents were Virginians .The idea
seemed to develop that somehow or other the govemnment was run by
Southerners. The South which hzd been the dombnant force in American
political life before the Civil ¥ar was now subordinafe to the North,
with the emergence of of the Republican party as the national party.

Through much of Americamn history, our rarfiies have been sectional

in nature. As Samuel Lubell states in his "The Future of American Politics,"
after the Civil War each party dominated & different part of the country,
the Democrats in the South, and the Republicans over most of the North.

(The Frankdlin D, Rossevelt revolution upset this balance of separaé
geographical dominances and touched off a race to nationalize the basis

of support for Woth parties. By transforming the Democrasic following in
the Horth from a largely Catholic party to mone whose main appeal was
.economic, FDR be;an the process of underminirg Republican voting strength.
The key to that erosion was a new tendency to voie on the basis of income
and economic class..,..SEEYEETTITPRebRTEERXMETE j
xixnxxmxhnxaxhzEnxxtxamgxnznsﬂxinxnagximhn“E'" 3 DX R Rt
The Eza&nhower victoreis e: tended this line of economic voting into the
South, where it survived even Johnson's 1964 landslide. Our ability to vote
more sharply in ecomomic terms appears also to have been strengthened by
the ebbing of anti-Cathdlic feeling during JFK's administration and

by the slow weakening of anti-Negro ﬁréjudice in the South.)
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THE EVANGE.ICAL RENAISSANCE

"A reshuffling of power ie taking place in Americs today that
has nothing at all to do with political parties or electione," Gov,
Reunen Agkew of Florida, said recently. "The wheel of power in this
nation is turning, unmistaka“ly snd undenianly from the Nerth tn the
South, "

Making the necessary allowancee for “oosteriém or for the
revival of sectional egotiem, it is evident from the avsila*le datea
avout the encnomic, demogranhic, and political trends in the South
that there is a firm reality %hasis for that growing eself-confidence
expressed hy Askew and others over thes adcendancy of the éouth in the
affalrs of the nation. But Governor Askew is not only an important
Southern politiéilan, He is also, like Gov, Carter, a "born again"
evangelical Christian, and the huoyant ohservation he offered¢ a*out
the futhre of Southern power, he could avvly with equal certitude
to the ascendancy of Sofithern religion, Indeed, a num»er of eocid
ana¥dysts have ohserved that Southern esociety in which the vresent
dyngmic growth 1eg taking place continues to “e, at least as of now,

& defacto eetahlished Boutherh Baptist ~ or more broadly - evangelical
Christian - culture., (It ie congéivarle that the migration frem the
North will affect in time the character of Sowthern religion; 1t 1is
equelly possihle that a sunstantial numner of Northern Christians will
we erhraced »y Southern religious institutions and will conform %y
a not unnatursl protective coloratien.)

The most recent Gallup survey of "Religion in America, 1G76"

found that "the Americen ourlic ie extraordinarily religious," end, in

fact pr ;
% ¢ profesces a greater level of religious commitment thatn any othep
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major industrialized society among 50 non-Communist nations (with the U.S. ranking
only behind India among the nations studied ) While certain mainline Protestant
denominations, particularly those considered socially and theologically liberal,
have suffered membership and 1ncome losses 1n recent years, the conservative Prot-
estant denominations have demonstrated a pattern of consistent growth and expansion.
Some 132,287,450 persons 1dentified themselves as members of religious groups 1in
America, according to the National Council of Churches statistics for 1975. Sixty-
one percent of Americans say they are Protestant, and two-thirds of these are esti-
BTk R B AeT TS - IMREET (utck () THE woreo”

The Southern Baptists are among the fastest growing denominations 1n this
country, numbering 12.7 mi1lion members. But there are also some 30 associations
and groups of i1ndependents who now bring the number of Baptists in the nation to

30 m11ior.
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(THE ROLE OF SOUTHERN BAPTISTS IN AMERICAN HISTOH£>

Calvinist evangelicaliem, product of the Puritan exnefience
and the Great Awakening revivels between 1734 and 1750, was one of 1t&x
the princpal atreams/:ga ideology that dominated the colonies of
North %merica prior to the “irth of the American nation, The Masrg-
chusetts Bay blony, @#ominated by the "Puritan oligarchy," wes a
Bible @omnonwealth which dnited ecclesiastical and civil government,
Only the "sanctifled,” those who exverienced infant “aptism and
celerrated cemmunion at the Lordfe Tg»le, were entitled to hold nunlic
office and vote in civil elections of magistrates. Heresy was
punished not only %hecause it threatened men's souls, “ut also “ecause
it weakened the authority of secular governnment; it was toc suhsergive
to he tolerated,

Reaction against'tﬁe enforced esta*liehment of evangelical
orthodoxy »egan early. On March 7, 1638, Roger Willigms gathered
ninetsen men,; refugees from Maseachusette Bay, fo form a new colony
at Rhode Igland that would not enly allow but enforce liverty of
conscience, Williame »ecame convinced that there existed no Serivtural
authority for hapti,ing infante and he reraptized “welve veople %y
iplunging," as it was derisively termed “y conventional Caivisfrte. Thue
was worn the first Baptist church on the North American centinent,

Roger Williams became a "seeker after light," adrerinez to the
principle thst "every one ghould have li-erty to wership God accerdfing
to the 1ighkt of his own conecience." In his cele“rated varshle of the

ghip, Williams ela*orated his cn—mitment to "tntal freedem of conscience”

° '] re: e rrg
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paralleled ny his call for complete oligation "to o“ey the comron
laws and orders" of the civil sphere;

"There goee many a ship to sea, with meny hunired souls in one
ehip, whose weal and woe is common; and ie a true oicture of a
commonwealth, or any human com>ination, or sncietv. It hath fallen
out some times that “oth Papiste and Protestants, Jews and Turks
may »e embarked irMpone ship. Uoon which supvosal, I affirm thet gll
the lirerty of conscience that evergx I vleaded for, turns upon
these two hinzes, that mrne of thes Pavists, Protestantg, Jewse, or
Turks, »e forced to cnme to the ship's orayer or worshio nor
compelled from their own particular pryaers or wnrghip, if they
oractice any."

Thus, the Baotist tradition of religious liverty and freedenm
of consclence 1s deeply roote;'l tn t;zarly Aerican history, But they

n qs
aleo made other constructivejconEthutions to the esta»lighment
of democracy in this nation.

Calvin, it neede to »e recalled had ® very low ovointon of
the common people, Hie spiritual children amnng the New England
fahhers)who were in full ageeement with *m him, had a poor opinion
of democracy and congidered it the "meanest" of all forms of govsrnment,
They concgéived it to *“e thelr priocipal Xmk task to see to it that
the "elect! the "chosen of God," contolled in “oth church and state.
They considered democrady a dangerous thing in a government such se
theirs pledged to carry out God's will, ro%they asked, "How could
ungodly rulers know ke the will snd purvoese of God?" Therefore it
geemed to them necessary to keep the godly minority in control and
and the whole machinery of government “oth in church and state wase
directed to that end.

The principal colonial churches in their organization were

aristocracies. The Anglican Church in Virginia was under the management

T
and control of the olanter arist&gcracies. The lay vestries, rads up
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of the great tohacco gentry, were self-perpetvating “odies and
managed the affairs of the parish, largely for the “enefit of
their own caass, Southern Anglicanimm was the religious expresgeion
of the Southern gentleman's way of life

In the 18th century, the Baptists,wQ;akera, and the Methodigts
repudiated salvation through the chureh as an institution. Imhued
with a pletieh that stressed inner religion and emotinmnal reeponse,

they emphasized individaal rssponsikilify.
BPY TST  GtuRCuEs - "¢uRE O Eamo CRA

The American esoclety throughout most of our history, as

William Warren Sweet pointedl out in hls H¥ghowwof Revivalismdn fwine:
(C,an.vt’a So‘to\',uruu.: La44)
(wﬁﬁ'a society in motion, and therefore am individualistic society,

A religion which was to make an aoneal to an individualistic
society necessarily made its chief concern the oro*lem and neede of
the common man and woman., It emphasized the fact that salvatien
is to a large degree a personal matter, dependent mainly uoon
indididual decisions, Revivalismxfirmuxigkrix The emphasis in
American democracy upon freedom of the individual conecience has give
the personal smphasks in religion ite greateset nppurtunity,'ghch
as could not »e feund anywhere else in the wnrld -~ especially in
the old world where religion was largely an inetitutional matter
rather fhan an individual concern,

The great protagonists of frontier revivalism were the
Baptiste and the Metbodists, Of the several phases of the
great colonial revivals, the southern is regarded as the most
significant. These not cnly changed the religious compkexion of

Maryland and Virginia, the »rincipal strongholds of the establighed

Chiiesii—a
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church of colonigl Anglicanism, “ut eventwally of the entirekﬁktn
nation. The Baptist revival was started by two New Englandere,
Shukael Stearns and Daniel Marshall, who had come out of the
Separatist Baptist movement at the end of the 18th century, Neither
Stearns nor Marshall had besn educated for the ministry, and *oth
came into the gouth a8 farmer-preachers, Findally settling just over th-
southern Virginia woundary in North Carolina, then a frontier, they
hegan to evangelize throvhout the region, They »naid particular
attention to the neglected neigh»orhoecde, to frontier communities,
andf to hum»le vpeople, As their work continued, other farmer-preachere
were "raised up," who in turn caffied on thelr work in ever-widening
itineraries, In their preaching they appealed to the emotions, with the
result that there were many excesses, As a result of the wkdesovread
effort to reach the hum»le and poor, and also *“ecause the form of

their church government was "a pure democracy", their growth

in foontier societies was ohanomenal,

‘Consistent with Roger Williame'! teeching, the Bantists held
a8 thelr cardinal principag the eevaration of church and state and
thexcomplete religious liberty, and trey therefore gave little heed
to the requirements of Virginia to secure licenses for their me=ting
houses and ministiars. Ae a result, they were severely versecuted, The
fact?%ggt they were Zenerally hum»le peopie and th=ir meetinzs were
often marked “y disvlays of emotional extravagances aroused disgust

and contempt among the so-called "upper classes." One of the charges

leveled
ageinst the Baptist preachers was thet they were disturbers of the

peace and were responsinle for calling unlawful assem™1ies whi
whiech tnnk
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people away from the farme and plantations, and encouraged "ha*i“s of
idleness and neglect of thelr hecessary “»usiness." As in New Engiand,
this was an lndicatior that the privik2zed c2asses were feafful of
lasing their privileges as a consequence of the religious revolution
they inaugurated.
The Beptists, together with the Presbyterians, filed petitions
in 1784, demanding from the Virginia esta“lishment equal righte for all
denominations, "not as a pittance of courtesy, Eut...as th2ir vatrinony
which cannot “e withheld without flagrant fresud, oride, and inpgustice."
They al8o demanded of the government that their mecstines “e protected
as adequately as trose of the emtaPlishment, that they have freedom in
speaking and writing moen all religious sumjects; that they hsve the
right to hold property for the sunport of their churches end
schooland their full right to enjoy the free exercize of their reliczion
"without molestation or &anger of incurring any penalty whatsoever, "
Their petttion ended with, "We are petitioning in faver of & church
that is neighér contempti*le nnr o%scure,'
Hietorians concludéﬁ that the achievementes of the Baotiset
revivalists at this stage of their development :ﬁ:?;everalfold:
1)In their stress upon individualistic religlon - a vereonalizeid
Calviniem shaped to meet personal rather thhn institutioral needs -
they established the right of each individual to have his or her own
réligious experience, which did not need to ge like any other. The
emphasie upon the individual therefore meant varis>1lity; it imolied the
right tc »e different, the right of the imddviduel to 1live his or her

own 1ife which “ecame a spiritual suvport of a “aeic princiole of

democracyﬂ,{u‘ f.piunﬂm-.
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2) The Baotist preachers scught to reach all classee of veovle -
slavés as vell as macters; poor ag we:l as rich; ignorant as well as
leadned, Bellieving that all people were equal in the gight of Gond, they
knew no gocial distinctions. All were sinners in nead of salvation,
Thus the revivale were a great leveling force for equality in
American colonial and firontier society. They sowed the basic seeds nf
democracy perhaps more widely than any other single influence,

3) Baptist congregational gévernment is pure democracy, and
people who hsd never before had a voice in ggvernment of any kind
found themeelves, as memhere of a Baptist congregation, with an
equal voice in the management of the affairs of the church., The
Methodist form of gmxgxRmERX organizztion, though highly cen%tralized
and authoritarian, nevertheless gave full right of gelf-exoression
to every member, women as well as men, in the clase meting. Not only
was this his or her right, %t was thelr duty. No religious “ody vlaced

Voluntaris m— - .

greater stress unonhthe activity of lay 1nd1ﬁ1duala{{;an did the ﬁighft;

Ous Methodist$, Thus, the popular forms of church gevernment of Bavtlste

and Methodists “ecame signtficant influences leading their mem-ers
2/ Yeolunterly et
to participatiencactively in the democra*ic orocess.
4) For the first time in colonial America, the common peovle
found a leadership among their own class., Their preachers were men
of their own kind, most of them from hum»ler walks of 1life. Through
thelr leadership, although uneducated but generally of natizxe a“-ility,

the great mass of the plain people came to reslize theilr own imcorbénce

a8 well ae their own strength,
7 va
NSFar Bty



W

2L

5) The presence of large num“ers of dissenting Baptists, and
Presbyterians, in Virginia who demanded all the rights of free men
decisively contrihuted to the centrality of the role Virginia played
as the tewting ground for freedom of conscience, Out of that dissenting
ferment ,James Madieon and Thomas Jefférson formulated the content of
the First Amendment, which after its adoption in 1789, fundmmentally
altered the course of church-state relatione in America,

CTuE fRerTen

BAPTISTS AND PUBLIC MORALITY — M R{C (pu@t1S ©

Much of the historiography of the American past, scholarly as
vell &as popular, hase tended to overidezlize our colonial anceetors,
frequently attributing to them virtues which the majority never poseegsed
In general, we have heen taught from grade school on to think of
our American forhearse 4in terms of the »est rather than of the average -
which was the majority of the population, Critical historians have
documented persuasively in our time that the vasgt la“or and the rough
hardships which invaria*ly accomovanied the %“uilding of a ploneer society

(the

of
and xan/suhduing>¥ﬁé frontier found early America ERAXEZREXREREZXEIXKKRX
OY. Buulct'n Ll clievicrened

&R an uncouth and generally(gg}d society.the eary Sedlers =8 & YSemi-

Wier oke an® havk- barborous gogu

In the period of the Revolutirn, and in the yeares immediately
frllowing, the moral and religious conditions of the country as a whole
reached what Sweet has calied, "tre lowest en- tide in thekntire history
of the American people." Contrary to the popular pilous imagee, we now
know that of the 101 colonists who came over in the Mayflower, only a
dozen constitutedx the mem»ership of the first church, Scarcely one-fifth
of the Massachusstts Bay Settlers who founded Boston and the other

s&t-lemente adbut the Bay, were even prnfessing Christians. In New Engkd~

A

which was the bz2st churched section of the colonies, chwrch mh mem»erajhy
T
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wae ahout 1 to 8 in x86&8x 1760, In the Middle cnlonies, where the great
new German and Scotch-Irish immigraticn took place, the oroportion
of thex unchurched was something like 1 to 15 or 18, In the
Southern colonies, the ratio of the mrchurched to the unchurched
vas not more than 1 to 20. And taking the colonies as a while, the
ratio was something like 1 to 12,

Thus, the great majority of the peovle 1living in Amerieca in
the 18th century were unrelated to any church, demonstrating their
overwhelhing iddifference to religion and any moral claime that
might %»e laid oﬂ/them,an;ﬁ::::;:ﬂzzzehafeh—aumﬁamw. It was in the
very midst of thie period of "mpral and relicioue deoression" that
the great western migrations »egan, (The first census of the U, 8,
in 1790 disclosed that 94% of the population of the country - a*out
L millions ~ were living in the original thirteen states. The 1820
census reported that one-quarter of the total population was living
heyond the western limits of the o0ld sgea*oard states., By 1850, nearly
one-half of the population off the nation was living in regions cutside
the original states. In the four southern etates of Vizinia, North
and South Carolina, and Georgia, one-third of the free-%orn people
were living outaideTazf state of their ®™irth,)

Reporting on$coarse and rude conditions nf life, one missionary
in the Western Regerve of 8hio %=xxX22+« wrote in 1826 that Zkex hie
region wae settled largely “y people from Conrnecticut and though
"coming from a land of Bibles and Sa>-aths and Ministers and Churches,

now act like freed prisoners, They findi theemselves in a country where

they can fight against God without fearing man,'

T
he greatest ringle curee of the whole country at tny
€ veriog
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» and especially off, the raw frontier, was homeOmade whiskey. The
extent of drunkeanness is illustrated in the statistic that in the
1730e in Boston alone, a million and a quarter gallons of rum were
manufactured, most of/%gr home conedgotion, Rum mille were buey turning
out their potions in every searoard town in New England, and stills
hecame co-monplace on the £xmiexx frontier wildeenees., This was a
time of widespread semual indulgence, even among the most resvecta*le
families, of violence, of murderous ganzs of hold-up men, (see The
tigiggﬁ_ﬁggg;gggﬁ), of lynch lsw,and of "the extermination of animale
vulgarly called Indiane." (Breckinegidge, as quoted by Martin Marty

in The Righteous Empire, termed this "the century of dishonnr.f}

Much strecs has »een placed upon the emotional exceeses of
the revivel and camp meetings; much lese recognition has PReen given
to the su*etantial and vital roles Blayed,“y the frontier churchee

wdisc, kmnﬂl
and opreachers as “moralizingf(ﬂﬁE—TEE?TITE{ng“ forcee in the moral

desert of early America., By the 1820e, the whole settled areass of the
werss
¥retxwaexx South and West covered with a network of Baptiet

gesocliations, which werex voluntary organizations made up cf Baptist
The “{eiten Ve ds" of e Baghe® wdfe as math ol as Yies logiced
churchee, ard, ducing ne tarly Vv wols a cekenm o Wike — an ﬁ,c"“:wck e {n !
P-2ispnek ba\nodiot = was reg u Ac il 64 o ceen Qro-&SS-‘ﬁﬂ & e‘H"-"“"“"‘*"‘Q >,
The frontier Bavntist churchee held monthly congregational
meetings which all members were required to attend, It was here that
“the life of each mem“eex cam e under the scrutiny of the church, It wes
the duty of each menrer to watih over the conduct of fellow mem™ers
and to seck to orevent the infraction of rules of Christian cenduct
or church order, According to church historiane, a gnod shere of the

“usinest of these congregational meetings was devoted to hearing the

charges againet any mem-ere guilty of anti-social »ehaviop Intoxicaty
| * atlion
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Was the most frequent cause for church discipline., Among some of
other isesues that called for disciplining listed in the egsay
"The Churchee as Mcral Courte of the Frontier," Wy Sweet (Ch%uch
History, March 1933), were"sdultery, unbhristian “usiness dealings,
gam»ling, imméral conduct, stealing, removing landmarks, tglek*earing,
an

quarreling, dishonest horse trading, cruelty to slaves,/misusing or

arusing wivee." Unrepentant mem-ers were excluded from the fellowsriv
S\l‘h\\lﬂ%‘ —— I—,gb ov, t'\\.g Mm\ﬁd“
of welievers without fear or favor, @de & DscRlte grpulated o ‘l’“““*““"ﬁ{_
Sores cgon, Wit VWeng, disheaaty . busineg, “duseds oy walleens,” " & §rewuds fa vebuke - ané, &
Covvected —eppulsion From the ¥x close of the civil war to 1900, approximately
14 million foreign immigrante entered the United States, and followinz
the turn of the century millinns moreéentered the Eur&x country In
addition, the rural population decllne{“etween 1880 and 1890 not only
™
in old New Englad bhut as well in such states as Ohio, Indiana,
I1linois and Iowa. This mase immégration of the foreign %orn, as well
ag the vast internal migrationy created a moral and religious crieils
ConmRavclole
comydAFerle to that of the early part of the eighteenth century, Ae a
result of of the western movement of the population, milliions of
Americans were cut off from their old homes, thelr o0ld churches,
and heceme vulnerable to "sinful temotations" of the citiec and the
frontier,
It was during thie veriod that a new spectecular type
of city revivalism arose, emhodied in the profeessional revivalists
of the types of Dwight L. Moody and Billy Sunday. Much can be x eedd
Lemfls ke
aYout the inadequacies of theirhfheolngiee and the nffensiveness ~f
their Lig “uginess technigues, fundpaising, and sens8tionalism, But

in terms of their influence, it must be acknowledgel that they reached

thoseands of uprooted and allenated people, and they Comhatted th
2
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grosser sins and dehaucheries ofx then common to city 1ife. While none
of the profeeeional city revivalists effected any large social reforms
~ unless one considers 2illy Sinday's influence in bringing a»out the
Prohivrition era - they did 1ift moral standarde %y %»ringing a*out
peformed lives, including x;iz;:xgﬁmany voung peodle. An analogue
today would kre found in the turning of young people from druge to
the variety of Jesgus movements,

In sum, revivalism - in particular, Baptist, Methodiet, and

Condmpatae

Presbyterian revivalism - has “een the chief pattern ofAProtestant
activity in Americe from the first tht#d of the 18th century to wiikix
axgerexskierxx the present time, Its orimary influence has “een in
the realm of personal religion within the lives of men and women, Such
influences are difficult, ff not impossit-le, tn asress accuralely,
But there appears to be little gquestbon among comoetent o*servers that
that revivalism, at its »est, did railse moral standardes in cantless
communities throughout the country; it affected 1ife and manners; and
it ena¥vled religion's inf%gz:ge to reach down to the lewest levele of

society giving a senae:ﬂfworth and community to the otherwiece

neglected masses,

I

BAPTISTS AND HIGHER EDUCA'I‘II:S N 4 ESocxE ~o®& ferdn!

To thoee who think of revivalism meinly in terme of ignorarce,
guperceitttion, and an exaggerated emotionalism, it will come a8 a
gurprise to learn that the hietory of higher education in America
€annot be understood without taking into account irt its prffound
indewtedness to the revivalist movements.

Of the nine colonial collegee, six that were esta*lighed

hetween 1740 and 1769 were either directly or indirectly the handiwnrk
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of the great colonial awakeninge, These included Princeton (1746),
Colum-ia, Rutgers, Brown, Dartmouth, and the College of Phizadlphia

(later the Univ, 6f Penna.). The first five preeidente of Princeton,

-which was established »y Pres»yterian revivaliste, were all autetanding

revivalist preachere ~ Jonathan Dickinson, Aaron Burr, Jonathan
Edwords, Samuel Daviee, and® Samuel Finley.

Young men who had experienced cnnversion in the =reat revivals
and who felt the call to the ministry regquired educational prevaration,
Presbyterian law required all candidates for the ministry muet have a
diploma of Bachelor or Master of Arte from a college of university,

Of the 40 colleges and universities sstaklished in the United
States from 1780 to 1830 in all sections of the country, 13 were
estehliched »y Preshyterhans, 4 wy Congregationaliets; 1 %y Conearega-
tionalists and Pres-yserians in cooperation; 6 »y Episconalisns; 1 %y
Catholice; 3 wy Baptiets; 1 by German Reformed; 11 »y the states,

All the state institutions esta“lished west of tle Alleghanies “efore
1830 were wegun under Preshyterian auspices,

For the first two decsdes of the 19th certury, Methodiete and
Baptists accevted as a mkger matter of cource the Presbyterian and
Coggregational control of higher educetion throughout the country, and
particularly in the West. But beginning in the 18208 and contirulng
throbhgh the Ctvil War, the Methodbésts and Beptists entered uvon a
period of college Xxiixtnx founding unprecedented in the history of
denominatiénal activity. In 1830, the Methoddets had not establighed
a single permanent colle~e, From 1830 t~ the Civil War, they had

piErnEdx estahlished 34 permanent colleges, By 1830, the Baotlets

had already established four colleges, In 1851, there were 25 B
‘ -~ antj_ st
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colleges in the country. (Brandels had to awalt the coming of Mranm Sacrar

That American higher education ghould e democratic rather than

aristorratic was largely a contri“ution of the revivalistic churches,
Xzx The multiplication of colleses over the country wae more
responslhle than anything elee for the decentralizing of educztional
facllities, and that determined that highe®? education should not

he confiped to a few colleges located in distant centers, By fully
decentralizing the colleges and locaténg trem in the midst of
relatively B immobile vopulations, educational opvwertunity hedame
avallahle for all,

The #&erpx deep commitment »y revivaliste to education is
reflected in the speech of Lyman Beecher, one of the orincipal
oromoters of Congregational-Peestyterian revivaliem, who seid in
his "Plea for the West':

"We muet educatef! We must educate!@r we must perish in

our own prosperity."

4 ..BAPTISTS AND SOCIAL REFORM — NVT\- S LavERy

The many Reform movements which swept over the English-
speaking world in the latter 17008 and early 1800s owed much of their
impetus to revivaliem. The new humanitariant impukk imoulse which
lay back of all such moeemente derived from the revivalistic emphasis
on the inestima“le worth of each indididual person, If all peovle
are equal in ®d's sight, then Christian venple were “ehnoved to see
to it that the underprivileged, the unfortmnate, and the downstrodéen
have & %wetter chance in this world,

The men »ack ~f the drusade in England to a%clish the slave

trade - William Wilkerfcrca, Granville Sharp, and Thomasg Clarkeon
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vwere evangellicals, Xmgkmyx Until the mdddle of the 18th century, slavery
and slave trade had “een accepted ge a ma&tter of course, Many Englishmen
had grown rich through the slave trade, with English slave traders aleone
having shipped some 2 million Negroes to America. As the evangelical
movement grew in Engladd, their opposition to human “ondage attracted
men of the standing of William Pitt#, Edmund Burke, and Charles James
Fox., Together these groups were eventually able in 1807 to force through
Parliament the hill fathered »y Wilwerforce to a%olisgh the slave trade,

All the revivalistic “odies in the Southern colonies - who were
influenced hy John Wesley, George Witefield, emnong other orominent
revivalists - developed strong anti-raXxex slavery views. By the cbose
of the war of iddpendence, manumission of slaves had become 1noreasingly
common, particuzarly among those who took ;::;r religious awakenineg
gseriously, The revival had alee reached great num»ers of %wlacke and
many slaveg were received inte the church,

Many of the frontier Bavtistcpreachers were stronz advacates of
emanttpation of the elavee, David Barrow, a well-known Virginia Beaotist
oreacher, wae convinced that slavery was contrary to the laws of God
and inconeistent with the repuh;tnan forms of Geeernment, and in order
to escape from 1t, he moved over the mouttaine, In 1807, the antl-slaverw |
Baptists in Kentucky organkzed a aepara€§4¢-ﬁssnclation of Anti-Slavery
Baptist churches, which was known ae "The Ftrende of Humanity Asscciatiord
It adopted what became kncwn as Tarrant's Rules, the first one *eing
that no person was to “e aimitted to the churchés of the Ascociation
if he supported pErpetual slav-sry, Another rule previded that in

no cage wag a memher to puréhase a slave except tn rescue a slave from

parpetual slavery, and efen in such a case it was tn “e done in such a w&

way ZRzfx as the churches aovoroved. "“Friends of Humanity Aseonc*atirn"
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vere later formed in Illinois and Mimsouri, all pledged to the rame
anti-glavery principles,

The a“olition movement fathered *y Wlliam Lloyd CGarrison found
ite largeet support, accoerding to Dr. Sweet and other church historian
in New Eng2and among Baptists and Method&ists, and not among Congre--
gationallicts and Ynitarians to the extent as has been zenerally
claimed, Despite the lecdership of Unitarian leader Theo#ore Parker,
the a“olition movement would have amounted to little if there
had not »een a large following in the rural/ town and countryside
where the revivalistic churches had their greatest strength, Writing

on The Anti-Slavery Imoulse, (1933, New York), G, H., Barnes states’

"A check on the delegates attending the Anti-Slavery Society
convention in 1835 shecwed that 2/3 were ministers, and 2/3 of them
were either Bartists or Methndiste. It was assumed by Bostonians
bhhat Boston was the moral reform center of the nation, which ie
certalnly not borne out as far as anti-slsvery reform is ccncenned,
In this respect, Boston lagged far behind the rural andsmall tcwne.,"

' In 1836, Charles G, Finney of Western,New York, or@:ined

a Presnwyterian hut commited to Methodiem, ceme to Orerlin as a
professor c¢f theology, and carried on a vigoroue anti-elavery
evangelism, He trained a whole generation of leadere of reform
who created student a%»olition socletles, and who led a strong
R by S Wt Kty g o Mg e ko
ar»olition, " spfGa ‘11: o.rcrﬂ: \:\ﬂckf' a-d whitag ew e guek {"«feru.;

Bimilarly, Samel Hookins, the minister of the Firet

Congrezational Chmrch in Newport, Rhede Isaldd, then one of the most

active slave-trading porte in America, catalyzed the firet anti-

| slavery impulee in New England., He was the princival exvonent
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of the revivalistic €alviniem of Jonathan Edwards stressing his
doctrine of "diefinterested %enevolence“ which held that "holiness
congists in disinterestsd love for ‘being in general'" — which includes
Negroes, Indians, and underprivileged people generally. This moverent
reinvigorated New Eng#and religioue life andi was resvoneinle for
sending out large numhere of young men who were to assume leadership

el
in many reform movements in Americex during the 1800-1850s, Iw 3EM‘W1&Lh&
northedn ruiw-(_ednmm Ve ALs ¢, e‘"\? ““'j“"""‘“ Sha b’"ho(&*&j cs{‘e;duﬂiﬂcl *‘_{ s
e \Sfue

This,t® of course, dnes not tell the whole etory of

the churches and alavery. Indeed, one must keep in persvective the
fact that the hreakdown of national loyalties prior to the C¢vil War
frequently “egan in the churches. Dr, Franklin Littell reminds us

in his #From State Church to Pluraliem® that one of the first mekRkrex

e —

schisms over slavery hegan 1837-38 imx dividirng the Pres-yterian
Cheneh into northern and southern churches, a division which tnok
place with much rancor. Similarly Methodtdsts and Baptists also solit

into northern and southern churches over conflicting ¥iews toward

%?ﬁfmu we w&g_{nr ke fol hcaf amnd waililrg G nhck el war to %_J
avery, Indeed, Henry Hotze, a Swise Journalist who settled iIn

Alabama, purliched a Conflederate magazine called The Index, One of

his vrogaganda strokes was to ouwlish in The Index an avvneal of several

hundred Christian clercymen in which the clergy afirmed that the Scuth
w28 a very Christian nation, that slavery was sanctioned »y the Bidle
and was a very humane institution,

While thie role of the churches in supvort of slavery ha8 “een
wetter known, 1t is helpful to recall the other side of that history

which is a more relevant andux useful model for American society today.
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. b ouT " "TUC uf Avd 6B
BAPTISTS AND OTHER SOCIAL PEFORM — ‘ T#E Tou N iv¥d OU%,

From the very beginning, Timothy Smith has written in

Revivalism and Social Reform (1957), the revivals have had the

—

IR

whole man and the whole of soclety as theilr ovJeot of concern, and
the major soclal movements of the 19th century were the fruit of the
new style of mass evangeliemn,

The period in American history from a%“nut 1830 to 1840 has
heen called "The Sentimental Yeare" for it waes a time in which
ogzanized %“enavolence flourished in »ewildering num-ers, Socleties
were formed wy revivalisfie to advance the cause of temperance, %o
promote Sunday schools, to save sallors at ports and along the canals:
to com»at the use of tabacco, to improve the diest, to advanczs the
cause of peace, to reform prisons, to stop prostitution, to coleonize
Negroees in Africa, and to support education.

The greatest henevolent organlaations were founded %y
misslonary societies that wareEx had no formal oonnection with the
churches but they were the legitimate children of the revivalism of
the time, There were eight great socleties - "the great eight" - which
were largely officered %y revivaliet laymen, (Tre most conevicuous
cf these w2re Lewis and Arthur Tappan, wimakx wealthy New York merchants
whose henevolent giving reached out in every direction and in every
good cause,)

The YHCAs came into “merican cities s2s a »esult of the
revival of 1857. Dwight L, Moody inspired the religious werk cerried
on in the armies during the Civil War, A Chriestian Sanitary Commiesion

')
and nunmerous Freedom Socieﬁ}ies were formed in the midst of the Civil

Bar.During the years when Moody's influence was a8 its highegt
N ’
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the Salvation Army was introduced from England to America in 1878,

and within ten years it esta>lished »ranches, hotels, fnod depnte in
every large city in America. The Salvation Army was created to

serve tre "downs and outs," mmix while the Oxford Group movement
estahlished “y American Lutheran Frank Buchman was set up to serve
“the ups and outs." They served the upper classes "where sex ard
money Wave been primerily resronsirle for wrecking God's plan for
lives," and were especially effective among Episcopalians,

Since 1880, a num™er of revivalistic sects arose to meet% the
needs of large num-ers of the dieinherited -~ they “ecame the éhurches
of the underprivikiged - for those who did not feel at home in the
larger evangelical churches, Duridg the depresesion they were the
most raoidly growing religious »odies in the United States and
continue to grow eignificantly trday, especially in the South and
West. These include the Assemnlies of God (formed in 1914), the
Church of God, the Church of Crist, the Pentecosézgl Haélinees church,
the Pentecostal Agsem-lies of Jesus Christ, the Pilgrim Heliness,
and the Church of thaNa;arene, which serve people of the same cult
and eccnomic levels in rural and urﬁan areas,

Similar “wcdies have also risen among “lacks in cities as well
a8 in rural edctions of the South,

All of these %“odies stress Pre-millenialism, and the
Doctrine of Holiness, Their Bod ie a God of love, who carse for their
condition, and with whom they can walk and talk, This close relationshion
with God is o“tained through a conversion experience, which is often
accompanied with joyous acclaim., The memwers of theee churches ciress

Puritan virtues togehher with total ahstieence from harmful ha%“its,

I
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The very fact that they have increased eo rapidly 1a an indication
that they occupy a necessary place in American life. Significantly,
they have influenced larger evancelical “odles; including the
Soutlern 2aptist Convention, and even the charismatie renewal
in the Roman Catholic Church,

In effedt, the evangg2®ical emphasils on personal conversion
experience and on inner plety hae been a reaction to the dominance
of the impersonal in much of instut?nnalized religion during the
past fifty years, as well as to the de-peresonslizdhion in soclety
at large. And as William Warren Sweet acknowledzes in his
important study,

"Revivalism has ¥E2r heen primarily the individualizing
of religion, It has often »een *1ind to the sine of eociety,
8% sine which cannot “e reached »y merely converting individuals, )
But if religion is to continue Xm as a vital force in America, 1t %ﬁ

not lose the personal and indifidual emvhasie., At the same time

1t must concern itself about the sine cf society."
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BAPTISTS, EVANGELISM, AND PLURALISM

Even a cursory reading of the history of Bsotist churches in
the settliing and building of America suggests that,at its ™est, this
evangelical movement as the radical wing of Protestantism represente

undergirding
a significant and major epiritual and human force for/what many
"modern" persons would call the distinctively good things a%out
American democracy and ites pluralist socidty., Over and “eyond its i
often heroic role in esta*lighing the principal and practice of
religious li¥erty, freedom of conscience, and the sevaration of
church and state - which Gov, Carter has repeatedly and rightly
pointed to with oride as & committed Baptist -~ ite contkidbutions
have %“een manifold in other soclal andr civic arees that we have
deccrivred at eome length. Indeed, if one were to remove the "Baptist"
or "evangelical' labels, %£xx the achievements of this movemernt &n
could %e ctaimed with comforta>le assurance »y the Americans frr
Demodratic Action or a progressive lgor union - anti-slavery, care and

Cenfassimncty Guona b
feeding of the poor and @isinherited, hicher education (ﬁihe down and

outs", Many Jews and Chrisgtians, aware of that asnedt or the Baptiet
contributions to rmxrmx the common welfare of Americans, felt that
Gov. Carter wee %“elng unfairly caricatured, esveciglly during the
early days of the primary campaigns, and therefore urgeé all Americans
to résiat any popular temptations to stereotmppe Carter and the
entire Southern Baptist and evanqelfcpnf ot nffi eémtaend to/Anflict
upon them an invidliocus prejudice,

There is another side to the evangelical phenomenon *n

Americe which 1s not the object of victimization, »ut is in fact a

‘' victimizer of otherfii}amelx+_allmLhna&=AazriEEns:ﬁhnﬂnz_:nﬁﬁIFVEﬁTE:;c

And, ag I em1l document in a noment, it ig their atritudea ann :
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actions especially in recent months which have made many Americans
unessy, even filled with miegivings., In fact, I am increasingly
persvaded that these elemente in the evangelical community - at timee,
when my threbhold of toleration %= falters, I find myeelf referring
to them as "the evangelical underwerld" - read the popularity of
Gov. Carter as a numinous sign that Amerias is turning to a vlenary
acceptance of evangelicalism as tkex “ecoming synonymous with the
American way of life and have steppedm up treir efforts and gescorted
campeigns to exploit for their own pwrposes thie new openness that
attende the candidacy of the first “orn-again evangelical candidate
for the Presidency. Gov, Grter, and with him, resvonsi-le Bakkx
Southern Baptist and other evangelical leaders, are not guilty for
the actions of others, but they do have a reecponsibhility, in my

non-evangelical
Judgment, to the xigkimixed Americane not to allow these develoovrents
to continue to mnunt and remain éilent, Indeed,2s I shall try to
indicate, the commitment to the %»edrock o»rincples of freedom of
coaBcience and church-etate gevaration ;:rwhicb Carter and others
in the Dagptist werld rightly claim vatrimony could become comprombsed
::iggsthey apeak out,zr®t disassociate themselves from these efforte,

and seek to esta“»ligh some sense of naticnal limits to there carpaigns

which threaten the integrity of demoeratic oluralism, Tt 1s vital to

- YRptare x KRRRBx 8RRRAX RRXKERRRXRRXRRERxx RRAx K R¥ xAXRx KX R ¥

¥ 185Q2R8% ‘
do/ now, not only hecause of the candlidey of Gov, Carter, »ut »ecavwe

the gExx growing power of the South seems to have insplired some

with the conviction, or 1llusinn, that America now “elongs to the

—
evangellcels. ,n goon will,
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And that ie precisely the firet level of concern: a grovwing
compkk of efforts to "Christianize" America, We need recall fitat
during the first 100 years of America, when esta%lished churches
dominated the colonies, this country was - as Dr, Martin Marty called
it,~ "an Evangelical Empire." Evangelicel Christianity and American
nationalism were regarded hy many as one and the same thing, To *e
accepted as a loyal, patriotic American, you had to “e an evangelicel
Christian., Catholics and Jewe were not allowed to x»tfEx vote nor
hold pu»lic office in North Carolina, Maryland, liew Hgmphehire and
elseghere unless they would recite an evangelical mxm oath of office,
It took another hundred yeare of coursgeoue and diligent efforte,
especlally on the psrt of mainline Protestante and their like-minded
Ameridans in the Catholic and Jewish communities to disesta“lish
church from state, and to carve out aExix a living experience of
pluralism whose “asic philnsophical and% theolorical ascsumotion wae
that every mer-er of every religious, raclal, and ethnic grouvc
was a firet clase citiren, »y conetitutional risht and not %y
sufferance,

Eragxxext

These increased efforts to "Chrietianize'" the American
political process and the sccial order, which show signs of regressicn
to an "Evengelical Empire" model, on their deepest levels are
expressions of anti-Jewlsh and anti-Catholic prejudice, »eceuvse
their underlying rationale imply a second-class status no different
than that which confronted the Jewish and Catholic immigrants

Fhenx who found pmEx nativiet pcetere on stores, factories, and

medicel schools telling them unnist
' "NO cat}blics p{—kit ﬂ?ﬂ%
n

*iivwed.

akahly, '"Nox Jews allowed,"
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What is the evidence of the movement to "Chrietianize" America?

Ae was reported in the press in varioue parts of the country,

a BEglax coelition has “een formed wy leadere of several evangelilcal
Protestant organizations that include such grouvs as the Christian
Freedom Foundatdéon in Washingtoir, D, C,, the Th¥rd Century
Purlshers in Arlington, Va.; the Intercessors for America, and the
Christian Embassy in Washington, D. C,

Led »y former Congreseman John Conlon of Arizona, and Bill
Bright, an evangelical businessman who now heads the Campus Crucade
for Christ, thefr announced purvoses are to organize a nationwide
politicéal netwerk of evangelical Christians "to take over local

( precincts and to slect only 'godly! Christiane to punlic office.”
(Newsweek, Septem-er 6, 1976,)

A clear sense of how divisive and distur-ing to the onuxlic
order that campaign can “ecome wae 1llustrated “y the recent election
campalgn in Arizona “etwwen Repu“lican senatorial candidates, Sam
Steiger, a Jew, and Rep. Conlon. As he toured churches in Arizona,
Rep. Conlon is quoted asg having proclaimed to evangelical auvdiencer,
"A mote for Conlon 18 g vote for Christianity, We need to elect a
Christian Congress. "Conlan is a state leader in the evangelical
Christian churches.

In addition, a num»er of reporters indicated that a letter
wag slipped under the door of Steigér'e campaizn headquarters demanding
that hies aides "guit working for the Jew — remem*er, you have *een
warned, " Similar messages and anonymous anti-Semitic telephone calle

haxe were alen received at Steiger's tampalen headquarters n Tuceon,

Steiger told the Jewish Week (Aug, 15) "I have %een in Arigong volitice
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glnce 1950 and this anti—JeﬁGsh “ueiness hae never esuffaced »efeore,”
Donald Gall, a University of Arizons orofessor, resigned as Pima
County (Tucson) Repu»lican chairman in protest againet the injection
of the religious issue into the campaign, saying that "the Jewigh
— community is frightened out of 4ite wits »y Conlan.,"
The only significant naticnal versonality to speak out ggainst
thies anti-Semitic attack was Senator Zarry Goldwater who sald he
wae "very concerned over anti-Semitiem creeping into any campaign,"
and "I don't kant to be ascocisted with anything like that, I will
disavow enti-Semitism in the Mepunlican party as long as I am around,”
The Chrsitian Freedom Foundatien (CFF) which Conlon heads
—~ now claims to lwe a corpe of field representatives in all 5C states.

‘he main function of the CFF field representativee is to mo-ilize

evangelicals in every
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Congressional district, screen out thoee with "liveral® niitx politicsl
views, and trzin the remaiﬁg?er with the help of Third Century's
"Good Government Kit, "

Rus Walton, editor-in-chief of Third Century Purlishers, has
stated tha? his group's literature calling for the election only
of "evangelical Christians" to Congreeses is now *eing employed in the
campaigns of at least 30 Congressional candidates, Third Century
also punlishee a Christian "Index" which 1lis*s how mem-ers of
Congress vote on »ills that Walton eonsiders necessary for the preser-

vation of "individual freedom, free cnmpetitive enterorise and

Constitutional_ggggzﬂfiff “aged on God's laws,'
Intercessors for America, a 53523?72?';¥§ge rerers also have
“een on the “oarde of »oth Third Century Pu-lishere and the Christian
Freedom Foundation, last éune sent a "Dear Pastor" letter to 120,000
clergymen urging them to pursbase large quantities of a pamphlet
written “y Bill Bright, titled, "Your Five Duties as a Christian
Citizen." The pastore were asked to distribute the pamphlet to their
congregafits as a means of instructing them on how to take over local
political machinery for the election of evangelical Christians only.
The Campus Crusade for Christ is now using local prayer grouos,
Bible-study meetings, and the Sunday School ledture circuilt te crea*e
a grass-roots constituency for a pclitical movement of "real Christians
only." «
The Christian Em-acsy, which was esta»lished in, $550,000

mansion by “concerned Christian *usinessmen" for the purpose, 28 cne

of ita announcments state, "of ministering to the execubive devartrent

Congress, the Judiciar~, the militery and the dtplomatic corps 3
‘ n
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Washington, Rolfe McCollister, a Baton Rouze, Loulsiana, attorney who
serves z8 przsident of the Christian Embasey, has dec%}red (P1tte“urgh
Press, June 10,1976):
"We will greet all newly elected mem“2re of Congrees, for
exanple, and try to share with them the claims of Chrigt."

(One celenwrity who lent hig prestige “y attending *he
dedication of the em»assy was Air Force General Genfge S, Ernwn,
chalirman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who in Oect. 1974 told a
Duke Law School audience that "Jews own the banks in this country,
the newespapers - you jJjust lnnk at where the Jewigh money irx ig in
this country." He later apologized for the remark, »ut fee»ly,)

Mr, Bright, who helped establish the Christian Em“-assy, }Ls&&1ﬁﬂ-
@ Ahe Ensbonan o "o Rasp Chursst baode Kulo mu&

¥ _nas_recently anncugced the launcring Of a massive cam

"Here's Life, Americk' whosef/“rave intention 1s "to evangelize" the
- raid
off the year. With xhie/staff of 3,800

United States “y the enw
people operating in 82 co?utries, he spegks also of evangédR® zinz the
world »y 1980, No one queftiAne his right to free speech nor his
freedom to propagate hisgf falth\ “ut what messege ig “eing communicated
avout the respect of evfingelical \’hristiane for the integrity of
Judaiem ~ and of Roman Catholiciaﬁ,~and other Preotestants - tr whonm
their reepective histeofic falthe remaNn the sources of towth andve
value end for whoee pd eny are orepared to stake their

lives?
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My, Bright, an energetic one-time candy mahufacturer turned
evangelist, wad=kalosd o siolloshesire—tirtrrre-ubatdlie-e Nas recently
launched a massive campaign called, "Here's Life, America" vhose
brave intention to "to evangel ize" the United States by the end of
theym year, Claiming a paid staff of 5,000 in 80 couhtries, an annual
income of more than $30 million, Mr. Bright has dlso announced
a goal "of saturatihg every country inxkt the world with the gospel
of Jesus Christ" by 1980,

An announcement of a 1975 Bright evangelical campaippg czlled
Project Final Thrust - the "final thrust" before Christ's return -
€all s for "ghanging the character of lyour mxkyx entirex city..."

" Capturing your city for Jesus Christ! It can happen here through

Here's Life, America,' a proven plan of evangelism..." is the gkmam

slogam . of his latest effortss 1w S™Y, —d;“* fg*dﬁ“"f““”‘ %E:L_'““"‘ 2feeda
@ Ty to Gt d i, bk A umecqeloed Uonahan e

#m In 197L, Bright organized Eplo 'Tl, the cnusade's internationi
evangelism training .congress in Seoul, EKorea. At that time Bright
declared that "there is more religious freedom in Eorea than in the
United States." Bright had told reportem@s, according to a Los Angeles
Times interview of July 25, 1976, that "South Korea political reopression
- was justified because division or dissension would inivise invasion
from the north. The ke week before Txplo Tl opened, 10 of EKorea's
top churchmen had r isked prison and possible death in petitiddnin g

President Park "hung Hee to resbore democracy and to to release

persons arres:tad under his dmergency decrees for criticiang the

-

governement, 1974
Asked Bbout his statement in this fInterview, Bright said "he

still stands by it. Rental of a university building for crusade mestings

in the United States is denied ‘'because you prar ! while 'you are free



L3b

to oreach the gospel anywhere in Korea,"

Pt~ r}
Sojourners magaz ne, published by a group of young evangelicals

who ane committed to social justice, wrote ih the spring issue that
Bright had linked himself to "an alarming political initiative by ghe
evangelicdl far right...to gave America," Sojourner's editor Jim V/allace
and others maintain that Bright's program "dangerously distorts the

fundanental meaning of the gosepl," promotes "narrow conservative
to
positions" and seeks to harness wedl thy egangelicals/tbe cavse,
197
In an interview given January/ for Vorldwide Challenge, a

publication of the Campus Crusade for Christ, Bright said he thought
Christians "could capture" many of the L35 con-ressional districts by
November,

During the Key '73 campaige whose objective was "to Ca l
theContinent to Christ," the Campus Crusadd for Christ evangelists
who werex spread out on several hundred collégz md unigersity campuses
- brogght considerahle m coercive psychological pressure to bear particulerly
on Jewish young people to make decisions for Christ. When this writer
met with Mr. Brigh% in Tlashington, D. C., to protest this proselytiz ng
among Jewish youth, Mr,. Bright salid he would instmnct his representatives
on campuses to be "more sensitive" and careful in their e ncounters with
Jews., He then added in &xigx conversation with me, somewhat gratuitously
and dminously, that "wherever I travel around the country, I find t hat
Jeus most frequently are involved in secularli,ing America, Jews are
opposed to prayer in schools, to prayer mee%ings. They also are mostly
invoigd in peddling pornorgraphy and the dirty movies," I protested that

his comments verged on antiéSemfiism and he then qualified his remarks,

OTHIR EFFORTS TO CHRISTIANIZE AMERIEA
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OTHER EFFORTS TO CFRISTIANIZE A ERICA

Agroup of indepfpendent evangelical Christians in Portaandg,

Orezon, published in 1973 a "Christian Yellow Index". The purpose

of the mrgamixzkxmmx publication is, in its own words, "to provide

the Chrstisn community with an index of Christian businesses, services,
and orgam izatio ns,"to supplement the telephone books! yellow pages.
"Hopefully," their announmement reads, "it will serve as an encourgement
for commerce between fellow Christians during t his pressnt time of
economic crisis, The index also provides the Christian family with

a list of repufiable services, wome of which they mek may not already
have had previous reference for,"

Christian Yellow Pages seeks to work closely with the individdal

churches in the community, aksing the congregations to distribute
the booklets fo each ofie of their Christia househélds, and
requesting the aszembilies for names of Christian busiamssmen whom
they feel might want to particpate in the booklet,"

A Greater Altanta Christian Businessmen's Index, compiled
by Ray Williams, kavex was published. A new Atlanta edition of
Christian YeXlow Pages was recently issued as a dequel., A newr edition
for northeastern Atlanta was published in June, and editions for
northeastern and southern sections of Atlanta are being compiled.
T he Christian Yellow Pages for Atlanta was stimulated b~ the
Christian Businessmen's vegional office in !liami, Florida, undsr t he
direciion of Carl aad Walt Goebelt,

An announcment of the availability of the Christian Yellow

Pages was carried in the June 1976 issue of Together, the bulletin

of ttre Christlan Council of Metropolitan Atlants, The Jewish Cormunity

Relations Council of Atlanta and the fimerican Jewish Committee's Atlanta
office protestsd to Christim Council, calling the Yellow Pages DIrojecv
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"g e¢all to discriminate aginnst non-Christiem businessmen." thils
the intent of the Christian Yellow Pages is not deliberately
anti-Jewish, the Jewish groﬁns said, the message nevertheless to
the general community is still clearly "buy from Christians only."

In responde to the Jewrsh concerns, the September issue of
Together carried a disclaimer of disriminatory intent. "It is the
feadling that the bookget (Yellow Pages) encourgaes dea ing only with
Christian merchants; some have been left feeldng that such
nerchants are the only ones who deal fairly.'" The Council "has no
intention of advocating mything or anyone who discriminates against
individual or group who do not profess the Christian Eizkix Faith,"

Netvertheless, Christign Yellow Pages continues in cirwouletion,
and goes on being distributed in churches/ in Atlanta, Miami, Portland,
and God knows ink how many other cities.

EVEXEELT B ACOEEINNIMIBIX

XX KA LR XX AR B A iR XN A X (R E T SEMER Y XEAX T E T X EHE XRUX X (KX
XEadpaXARUE Ind L MERURE XY OWEUIRX
EVANGELIBIZING PUBLIC EDUCATION

In Charlotte, North Carolina, an evangedical Presbyterian
minister, the Rev. French O0'Shields of St. Giles Presbyterian
Chorch, sent out questionaa®res during the wesk of Sept. 2, 1976,
asking nine school board candidates if they are "born again" Chrisitans.
The letter accompaniing the questionnaire salid Rev. O'Shields
congresants "vant to be informed and able to vote intelligently."

Pat Lowe, one of the candidates and a member of another

Presbyterian congre-ation, said, "I don't really think it's any
m¥hof t heir business." She added, "I realized that they are sincere

and it's my responsibility to let khem know how I feel,"but she
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said she was "appalled, sort of stunned" when the questionnaire
came,

The Rev. James Gilland, a United Methodist minister who chairs
the Charlotte Area Clergy Association, questioned the propriety
of the "born again" question. He said a zandidate's religious
conivctions dughi not to be a mggor reason to vote for or against
the candidate, According to the Religious News Serki¥ee, the
questionnaire "has created a c ommunity stir."

EVANGELIZI NG CIVIC FUNCTIOKS

On Mareh 5, 1976, the Honorable lfax M, Heller, mayor of Greenville,
South Carolina, who is Jewish, sponsored a Mayorfzﬁgziakfast in
cooperation with the Greater Greenville Ministerial Alliance,
an Interdenominational grovp. A group of several evangelical
churches and Bob Jones University, a fundamentaL ist school,
protestod against the prayer breakfast, calling it a "mockery"
of fundamental Christian principles.

Rev., Russell Stolp, minister of Boulevard Baptist Church,
said, "We feel t here is a great deal of emphasis today on togetherness.
thch embraces al lreligions amd all people in those religiouns as
brothers in Christ. We do not f eel this is Bablical. There iz only one
way to heaven, and that is through the perspnal acceptance of the
Lord Jesus Chrast as Savior, not through any denomination, church,
rite, mEkigkamx baptism and so forth. So to bring togehter acgroup
of people uth variance of beliefs in this area cause- confusion to
the general public," (Greenville P&edmont, March 11, 1976)

Rev, btuart Latimer of Hampton Park Baptist Chruch said the
Bible teaches "we arc not to have kkimxx enythling to do with false

teachers. It is my understanding that Biole-believing pastors are

not to work in religlous endeavora with non-Blble-believing pastors.
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>0 forlthat reason I will not attend the breskitast." \\\

Dr. Bob Jpnes III, president of the university, Wrote a
letter to the breakfast invitation committee declining af offer to
participate in the prayer meeting. "Not only will we not be thers but
we are & also opposing this ecumneical mockery of the Lord Jesis
Christ, t he Son of God, We stand in opposition to everything being done
in this endeavor., We consider that the Mayor's efforts are in .he
interest of Satan and not thax of the Lord Jesuvs Christ.

" The Lord eall one true believers to expose wolves in sheeo 's¢
clothing who rend and tear the flock of God, and we consider any
preacher who participates in an unscriptural endeavor such as this to b
be a wolf in sheep's clothing. Bob Jones University wents no part
of it, and we are opposing it," Dr. Jones wrote.

A group of 35 Bob JonesUniversity students picketed the
breakfast meeting carrying signs reading, "How Can Christians join
in a prayer meeting with a man who objected to the cit— council
praying in the name of Christ2"

The Rev., Lynn P, Smith, President of the Greater Greenville
Ministerial Alliance, denied the charge, saying "we have always been
free to exercize peronsla religious freedom in presentations at these
meetings." Rev. John Corbitt of the Springfield Baptist Chnrch, who
represents the ministeridal alliance in the prayer meeting, said that
"if they don't want to participate, thatfs their right, but they're
trying to deny us our religious freedom. Ve live in an ecumenical
communitv, Greenville is a community of Catholics,2nd Protestants,
Jews and Gentiles, blacks and whites. Anything unde-taken in the communit

shonld encompassthe whole communivy. "
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EVANG L ISING THE JE''S

The facultv of the School of Viorld Missions of Fuller
Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California, one of the largest
evangelical seminaries in ‘merica, issued ar strongly woried appeal
on June 17, 1976, challenging all Christians to reinstate their
evangel ism efforts toward Jews and to develop programs specifiicially
for them. The Fuller professors said that they believe "Jesus is
the only hope of salvation for the Je'rish people, a nd for all mankind,
«soWe continue to pray that through the mercy and blessing of God,
the Jewish people mxXkx shall turn to the lessiah Jesus and memx become
once again a light to the nations, that His salvation may reach tvo the
end of the earhh,

"WJe wish to charge the church as a whole," the s tatement
said, ¥ "to do more than merely include thé &ewish people in their
evangelisiic outreach, We must provide a prioritv opportunity to our
Jeu sh friends to respond to the Messiah."

The Fuller faculty issued the statement in conjunctidn with
the 28th anniversary of the establishment of Israel as a nation, They
added that there were "much in prayer" that the Jewish presence in
the Middle Ezst "shall become under CGod an instrument for reconciliation

and peace."
In March 1976, Jesus Rallies, a Milwaukee evangelical
group, brought a former South African Jew, Hymie Rubenstein - "a
messianic Jewish believer" - to speak at a mass relly held atX Mount
Mary College, a Gahbholic school. The flyer announcing Rubenstein's
appeemance d escribed him as "a messianic Jewish beliver" who "learned

km early in life to play the Jewi sh piano - the national cash register."

Both Christians and Jews in Milwaukee condemned the leaflet as

" - 2 anh- Semihe” [b-&oy W&-MEV‘:P
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IS8 EVANGELISM A THREAT TO DEMOCRACY AND PLURALISM

Prof, James T, Baker is a Southen Baptist who teaches history
&t Western Kentucky University, Bowling Green. In his frank and
searching aritecle on "Southern Baptists in the Seventies," he asks
a number of pertinent questions which mrdmrXxizd&ix trouvlem a large
numher of people - undountedly among them "the voters" whom
William Shannon descrived as finding Gov, Cster "different" and
"a 1ittle puzzling". I would presume to suggest that that feeling
of trouwled douht have far more to do with concerns, if not anxieties,
ahout the religious traditions and ethos that Gov. Carter has come
to represent to the nation than it hzs to do with his own personel
qualities or stances on particular issues.

In the foregoing pages, I hagve tried to descrive at some length
the positive values, ideals, and contri*utions that Southern Baptists
~nd evangelical Christiane generally have made to the upbuidling
of American society. It is “oth in order and escential to face
the misgivings, especially in l&zht of the great growth of the
Southern religious communitiee and their potential impact on the
li¥es of other peoples, an impact that would “e vastly augmented
were a Bouthern Baptist believer to occupy the White House. And
even should hhat not odeur, the questione still need to “e faced
gnd satisfacbéyy answers given for the role of the South and that
of the evangelical community is destined to “ecome more prominent and
influential in the years shead for all the reasons stated earlier,

Prof, Baker puts the general issue in thie candid wordks:
"The Southern Baptist Convention is a glant sleeping bear.

One day it just might wake up and make 1te impaet upon American

i soclety. That ¢mpact could “e very “ad. Men could teke command who
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are not only ignorant »ut downright hoetile to education and socisl
and theological maturity. But the explosion could be positive, and
Southern Baptists could awaken to both the good and the »ad in their
past, choose to face the future and 1ts pro“leme with the ¥est they
have in them, and with the Strength that is implicit in their size
and location do something which they talk a lot a*out “ut seem not

really to understand: a "ggod work for the Lord,"

The gueastions thex thue center of matter of "socilel and thenlogical
maturity" and in fact need to “e addressed as much to the resvected
ldaders of the Southern Baptist Convention, the teading evangelical
personalities who have major followings in the South and elsewhere,
as much as to Gov, Catter,

Here are some of the salient questions that, in our judgment,
require clear and forthright replies:

What are your views about the Christian Freedom Foundation in

Washington, D, C,, arg¢ the Third Century RmkXXxkimgxfmx Pu-lichers

in Arlington, Va.?, the Intercesscrs for America, andthe Christian Em-aces
in Washington, D, C,

Ag was widely reported in the press, these rRZ®x organizations

represent a coalbtion, led »y former Congrecsmen John Conlon and
8111 Bright, a conservative businessman who now heads the Campus
Crusade for Christ, whose purposes are "to take over local precincts
and to elect only "zodly'! Ghristians to pu*lie office," (Newsweek,
Beptem»er 6§, 1976.)

The Christian Freesdom Founcation 1s a tax-exempt group devoted
to conservative economice and politics. It now ckaime to have a corps
of fleld represenfiativees in all 50 statec. The main function of

the CFF field reprssentetivee i1s to mo»ilize evangelicale in every
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E we, the delegates to the annual meeting of the International
2 Council of Chraistians and Jews, in session in New York City, June
3 10-15, 1979, hereby join together in thas solemn declaration of
4 conscience.
5 We speak together as Christians and Jews on the basis of our
6 commitments to those prainciples and precepts which are inherent within
7 both Judaism and Christianity and which compel ue to involved concern
8 for the welfare of all our brothers and sisters in the human family.
9 We have met together to study our religious responsibilities
10 for human rights, We have looked backward in time to the tragedy of
11 the Nazi Holocaust., We have logoked inward to our own hearte and souls
12 to ascertain our directions for today. We have looked outward to the
13 world in which we live and have seen the outstretched arms of uncounted
14 millions of our fellow human beings crying to us for our caring and
15 our assistance,
16 We have discovered in our investigations and our deliberations
b TeaCRu;; #&upr? ot -?Gﬂgl#«- h{-
17 that the lessons of the Holocaust have not been laarnch‘ The genocide
@jﬁ- c.ut) ‘bb‘d&[ o\uf:ﬂu( thkn Alu,ycv_(__!..(,.; OUwen f}.ca_dltl.u_\i_
18 inflicted upon the Jeusvg'generation ago is being repeated in other
oud othou
fea Ll s Hu wunlals oilewe kR feﬂ["—*f q'ﬂn t.
19 nations and inflicted on other peoples. Indeed, the tyrants seem to

20 have learned more from the Holocaust than have the people of conscience.

-
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BEven as Hitler was encouraged by the world's lack of outrage and
protest at the massacre of the Armenians, today's oppressors seem
to have been emboldened by the world's silence to the reality of

the Holocaust,

We decry the apparent fact that the evil spirit of Holocaust
remains in our world, We decry the fact that the great silence .
continues, We confess our own participation in this conspiracy oé
apathy and pledgegtogether that we shall lift our voices and commit
our bodies and our resources to active resistance to every expression

of human tyranny.

We call upon the religious leaders of our world, statesmen and
political organizations, authors and artists, educators and represen=-
' inu.
tatives of the mass media to cealesce with us in a united effort to

develop and implement strategies of action to alleviate the bondage

of those who suffer all forms of oppression.

We affirm the fundamental right of every person of every country,
every color, every class, and every creed --
* To freedom of conscience and the expression of the
dictates of that conscience,

* To freedom of religious belief and the right to

e - - ey ————
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that religion without interference from the State

or other religious bodies within the State,

To freedom of migration from any nation which violates
these rights and full participating citizenship in the
nation to which they move,

To freedom from hunger, poverty, and deprivation of
adequate housing and medical care,

To freedom of self-identity and cultural tolerance
without pressure, either subtle or overt, to be

assimilated into the majority culture of the State,

Caoud Conecerns

On the basis of these beliefij\we urge ==

* The immediate release of all prisoners of conscience,

L) -&mued

# The alteration of immigration regulations in thﬁA§roe

woldd

natdons of the world so that victims of oppression may

find safe haven and a new beginning of life,

The development of positive and-dggsesssve_educational
Stale

programs in every mnatien to instruct our children in

the lessons of the Holocaust and to instill within them

the sensitivity to the conditions of others that will

inspire them to actively resist all forms of tyranny and
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all violations of human rights,

We hear the cries of our brothers and sisters in distress,

and commit ourselves to strive in every way to respond to the

special needs of ==

* The refugees from political oppression in Southe

east Asia,

auLd.ot&u\rum;aiwfeﬂiHA=*ﬁk"°‘LE‘“
The black majorities in southern Afric&dwho live under

the oppressive heel of racist minority regimes,

cand Lyan
The minorities in the Middle Basakwhose existence

becomes more tenuous every day under the yoke of

cruel and fanatic rulers,wapﬁm- l"‘mf’ﬂ"—&' DL f”e‘-‘-‘“’l W"""E"

The improverished of the nations of Latin America
who plead for liberation from the terrorism of mili-

taristic totalitarianism ef—the—Right,

nunow bes
The massee of Eastern Europe and Asia who quest for

freedom from the tyranny of the totalitarianism ¥

the~teft,
Stab

The minorities of our own nations to whom basic human

|
SLx
rights are still denied by reason of race, religion,

o class,oL cullfic e
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Never Again)rﬁii we abandon our brothers and sisters in their

time of distress.

maual
Never Again wall we turn away from the anguished cries for

recognition and release,

s b
Never Again wiil we remain aloof and silent when any member of

the family of humanity reaches out to us for help.



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IE?THE OF CHRIST IN THE U.S.A.
A. Middle East Refugees 4

In September 1068, the General Board of the National Council
of Churches, meeting in Houston, Texas, received a report on the
"refugee situation in the Middle East.' The survey, conducted by
Rev., Edwin M. Luidens, general secretary of the Board of Foreign
Missions of the Reformed Church in America, the Rav. Raymond E.
Maxwell, of the Episcopal Church, and the Rev. Rodney A. Sundberg,
of the United Presbyterian Church, dealt only with the situation
of the Arab refugees and made no reference to 500,000 Jews who
were refugees from Arab countries.

In seeking to explain the "convictions of Christian people
there," the repart stated: "Western nmations out of a sense of guilt
for the persecution of Jews in Europe created the State of Israel
and thus contributed toward the persecution of Arabs.

"For 20 years Israel has been permitted to ignore the re-
solutions of the United Nations aimed at justice for dispossessed
Am bs, and thus has been enabled to nelarge and consolidate her
position."

According to a Religious News Service report, "there was strongly
worded opposition to the survey from some who held it was unbalanced
in favor of the Arab position." The refugee report, however, was
published in Approach, an official journal of the National Council
of Churches and the United Presbyterian Church, under the title, "Do

Churches Betray Mid-East Christians?" No mention was made of the



opposition to the report during the floor debate. A reprint of
the pro-Amb report was made by the Milile East and Europe Department
of the Diyv ision of Overseas Ministries of the National Council of

Churches, and was sent to the 34 member denominations of the
Protestant Council.
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