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FOR JTA

NEW FIL M ON POPE JOHN PAUL II IS POSITIVE
CONTRIBUTION TO EAIHOLIC-JEWIBH RELATIONS
by Mare H, Tanenmaum

(Rav~1 Tanenvaum, director of international relations of the

American Jewish Committes, served as Jewish consultamh to the
film on Pope John Paul I1I.)

A Just-completed film on the life and wmxx career of Pepe John
Paul II ie, in my judgment, good for the Jewe. The two-and-a-half
fiip was previewed last week “ofore a predominantly Catholie audience
in New York'e Lincoln Center and received sustainéd applauce,

Titled simply, "John Paul II," the film dramatization will %e
shown in Vatican City on Nov, 12, and will %e aired over CBS.Television
network during February 1984 (exasct date not set yet.) Aecording te
Allen Morris of Taft Enterprises Company, co-~preoducers with Alvin
Cooperman-DePaul Productions, the Pope John Paul film will in time
»e shown threughout Eurepe, Africa, Asia, and Latin America in diverae
languages and therefore its potential -impact is glo%»al in secope,

Agted “rilliantly -y the British actor Albert Finney, this Pgpal
lifestory contains a num-er of dramatie scenes of special intereet to
Jews. The seript deals forthrightly with the pervasiveness of ant®-
Semitism in pre-World War II Poland, the horrore of the Nazi holocauet,
and the response of Pope John Paul II %“oth as youth, prelate, and later

a8 Arch-ishep of Cracow.

The first encounter with crude anti-Semitism takes place in

a cafe in Wadowice, the Pope's “irthplace. A drunken Polish policeman
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named ¥olJjek ranta arout the oncoming Nazia:

*We heat the CGermane in 1918. We “eat the Russiane in 1920. ¥We 4id
the work of temn, each of us did. We ate starving dogs--more value to ue
than the Jews, I can tell you.'

Karol Wojtyla, then a teen-ager, identifiad strenglv with his clnase
Jewigh friend end classmate, Thendnr Krawlch, In a su“szecusnt pnienant
scene, Karol and Theodor are picnicing in a mien meadow, and Theodor
talke with pain a*out “eing taunted as “Jew Boy}" by other Polish youths
who tore his coat. Karol, in s huret of anger responde:

"It's ignorance! The exaet opvoeite of what Chriet taught! Feel serry
for him, He's ignorant."

Then Theodor says: "I can't walt to leave this place...You've “een
like a “rother to me, Lolek., I mean it." )

Cahholics, and other Christisns, will »e a*le to understand the
“egtiality oft the Nazie ae Jews understand it - perhaps even “e helped
to identify with #=ws andy join in solidarity with Jews -~ ae a result of
guch »rétal encounters with the Nazi Covernor General of Poland, Hans
Frank, who arrogantly proclaims to Arch™ighop Sapieha hig plans for the
zeumax fate of Poles and Jews:

"Poles, like Jews, are Untermenschen, su*humans, They have no
right to life. But we intend to use some of them...the Slavs, not the
Jews...as a work force of the German Reich...Every educat@d pereon
will “e regarded as an snemy and r rked down for destruction, Jews will
e done away with,"ffmamrkr We shall make the name of Poland a long-
forgotten name on the andktent maps.”

The moet explicit - and moving - invelvement of Karol Vojtyla
fakex in the fate of Jews takee place in two scenes, One 1s in a stone

quarry where he comee to the defense of a Jewish la*-orer from Auschwitz - -
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and saves his 1ife as a Nazi guard is a»out to “eat him to death. The other
portrgye Yojtyla Joining an underground Pelish group that saves the
1ives of a Jewlgh family. There are several long dramatic scenes showing
the future Pope handing out forced paseports and leading the Teitle*aum
family through Ngzi guardes to safety.

Capping that emphasis in Wotjtyla's 1life under the Nazis ie a scene
where hies girl friend comphains that he does not have enousrh time for her,
She saye: "Everyone knowe what you're doing...taking Jewish families out
df the ghettoes, finding them placee to hide. Ie that what's keeping you
sway?

That sensitivity to Jews, his oprositicn to anti-Semitism, continuee
into his later career. Toward the end of the film, Cardinal ¥Wojtyla calls
a meeting of the Curis, the “isghops, of Cracow to dlgscuse the strugzle
with the Polish Communiet government. The cardinal asks his “ishépe to
Join him in supporting the struggle of the students and academiocs in their
struggle against the government, One of the wighops complaing that many
of the academics are Jews, therefore, why suvport them? Cardinal Wojtyla
replies: "The government usee that to deflect attention from the iesues.,®

It should ve made clear that this film is deveted overwhelmingly
to the 1ife and career of Pope John Pgul II, and that his attitude towards
Jewe and anti-Semitiem is a secondary, even tertiary theme. But precisely
becauge this is a2 film mede for Christian auiiendes mrifarily, and such
a vell-made and impactful etory of herole prrportions, its strong poeitive
references to this Pope's attitudes and “ehavior toward Jews can only
he a derivative, and important “enefit in affirming Catholic friendehip
for the Jewish people,





