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For Joel Schengker
Comments on talk by Rabbi A, Schindler from
R;ﬁbi Marc H. Tgnenbasum, Netional Interreligious Affairs Birector, AJC
"There are an estimated 60 million 'unchurched! people in American life
who are unaffiliated or unrelated to any church or synagoguse in our
country. From personal experiendes, I can attestkx tothe fact that there
is a vast disenchantment with the spiritmal hollowness of consumerism,
materialism, and secularism. Two cars in a gamage, paying the mortgage,
the business rat-race, even swimming pools in the bakkyard - is that
all t hat 1ife ia about? A deeply-felt, if still unarticulated, need
exists for a moral and spiritual orientation that gives meaning and
depth to human existence beyond what our culture presently provides,
Increasingly, thousands of such unaffilisted "spiritual seekers"
have been turning to Judaism and have been spiritually and mordly
transBérmed by adherencse to}igx Biblical humanistic idesls and values,
its distincflve life style of the disciplined golden mean between head
and heart, and its powerful prophetic relevance for helping redeem
the human condition from its pervasive dehumanization,

The question for Jewish leadership is not whelher Jews should
testify to t hdir values and ideals and share them with spiritually
starving peopdpa, The very existence of Jews and Judaism as a messianic
people and traditidn across 4,000 years and 30 civilizations is preclsely
such a testimony to the supreme value of life and morel values in the
face of engulfing morsl anarchy and dehumanization, That is a testimbny
more needed todyy than e ver before, Indeed, our world today - the world
of nuclear proliferation, pollution of the earth through toxic wastes,
the insane arms race, the epldemic of dehumaniration through wldespread

torture, terrorism, violence, abuse of human rights = will not survive




-2 =
Judaism first communiceted to mankind{ at the Exodus and at Sinai.

The question for Jeidi sh leadership is not whether but how . And the
method 1s as important as the message, And that 1s to say that I agree
with Rabbi Schindler about these crucial cavests:

1) Jews must respect the faith commitments of believing Catholies,
Protestantg, Evangelicals, and Greek Orthodox - end cormitted Muslims,
Buddhigsts, Hindus, and others, Neither directly nor indirectly should
my Jewx ever geek to undermine the loyalty of committed believers to
their historic traditions. On the contrary, it is the essense of Jewish
belief that we should do everything in our power to affirm non-Jews
in the fullness of tkeir respective faiths, for Judaism affirms that
"the righteous of all nations have a share in t he world to come" - that is,
ethical believers are assured salvation outside the Synagogue.

2) When "unchurched" mm people seek conversion to Judaism, we should
seek to assure that they come to the Jewish failth becsuse they seek to
commit themselves to its affirmations, mt simply because they reject
their parents' religions, We should stand opposed to expressions of
hostility toward other religions, and should repudliate allcaricatures
and stereotypes of other high religions. hen seekers speek in such temms
we should encourage them to study the true doctrines of their original
faithks, and make decisions on the basis of honest knowledge and study and
not on the basis of caricatures and misprepresentations,

3) Our programs of sharing knowledge about Jews and Judaism should
be carried out with tgqct, taste, and in the spirit of "Torah Lishmah,” ("knowe
lege for the sake of God"). We shou@ld avold any programs that smack of
hucksterism, boosterism, triumphalism, or imper$adlism, Judaism is firm in

its repudiﬁation of arrogance as a fundamental vice, There must be "fair
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And while reaohung out /to the "unchurched" let us not negleot
to promote "Shalom bayis, peack within the houseBold of. Judaiam. What good
will it do us to galn a yorld i adherents from outside Judaism if the net
result 1s the rending the fabriic of the Jewish people through 1nterna1
confiict and miaundarstandinj/ So both must go hand In hand - buildlng
up peace and mutual ~love and/caring within the géwish pe;ble. among all
branches or Judﬁism, while haring that love and mutusl-respedt with others

h
who free;y‘ﬂbteﬂhina to share the fate and destiny of the Jew sh people.
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