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2 WINS RELIGION COMMENTATOR
RABBI MARC H., TANENBAUM OF THE EMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

The flight of Apollo 11 to the moon has beern quite rightly called
"the most daring and Eost spectacular exploration in all the ages of man."
Scientists from as varied fields as astrophysics to biﬁlogy have termed
this incredible achiedément the end of one era and the beginning of
another. A break through of this magnitude quite obviously camot be
without major consequences for the whole sphere of human existence,
including matters of philosophical, religious, and social importance,

From the perspective of classical Judaism, a unique sense of
celebration for this triumph over nature is justified. Awmong all
Oriental nations and pagan religions of antiquity the moon was ﬁor-
shipped as a divinity. A cult of "the queen of heaven' existed in
ancient times to whom sacrifices were brought. The Book of Deutoroﬁomy
(17:2-4) expressly forbade such idolatrous practices on the pain of
death. |

Triumphalist as it . may sound, it is a fact that the radical
monotheism of the Hebrew Bible and the Jewish prophets desacralized nature

and was responsible for creating the intellectual attitudes that
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liberated man to manipulate nature and subdue her for human purposes..

Y

The Apollo 11 moonflight confronts man with another fundamental

question, 'ﬂue é;:istence of rational, intelligent beings on a planet
other than earth is no longer fantastic. The science of exobiology

has begun tﬁe study oi‘.. forms of extraterrestrial life. Although ‘
no specimens of such living matter and no definite proof of their
existence is yet avail'able, scientists of the stature of Harowe

Shapley believe firmly in the Di'obability of intlelligent life on other
planets, and that holds "intinﬁations of man's inconsequentiality."

""Not only are we not central in the scheme of things, but we may be in-
ferior, physically, nentally, and spiritually to more highly evolved
beings elsewhere,'" so declares Walter Sullivan in his book, We Are

Not Alone.

What does this mean for our conception of the uniqueness of
man, created in the image of God? Christian theologians have begun
to struggle with this challenging problem, and so have Jewish thinkers.
Perhaps one of the most impressive essays in Jewish "exo-theology"
is that on "The Religious Implications of extraterrestrial Life,"
by Rabhi Norman Lamm..

Judaism, he writes, can very well accept a scientific finding
tilat man is not the only intelligent and bio-spiritual resident in
God'-s world. ...The uniqueness of man is not a racial doctrine or
biophysical phenomenon. It refers to the spiritual dignity of

creatures endowed with reason and free will. On earth, only man ful-

fills these conditions. If we should discover other free and rational
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species, we shall of course include them in the community of the
uniquely bio-spiritual creatures...For the believing Jew, man can

accept a far humbler place in the universe than previously asdigned

to him without surrendering his intrinsic worth and meaningfulness

4
]

before God." 8

We have referred to the implications of Apollo 11 for the past
and for the future., What about its meaning for the present?

When Neil Armstréng and Edwin Aldrin_land on the moon they
will do so, as they have said, as hawbassadors for all the earth."
jihey bear small flags of 136 nations, including Russia, which will
return with them. They will leave on the moon messages from the
leaders of 73 natiohsf? They will also leave behind a plaque with
the words: '"Here men from the planet earth first set foo; upon
the moon July 1969 A.D; We came in peace for 3ll mankind."

In that dramatic and symbolic way they ratify the fact that |
we have become in reality "a global village.'" The Biblical concept
of the whole human family constituﬁing the ''people of God" bound
together by ties of mutual interdependence and mutual support i#
not just a pfous, mystical vision. It is one of the most vital
truths of this new cosmic era into which we have now entered. How
we learn to live with global-and interplanetary--pluralism, and
create authentic human community'may'well be the most important
intellectual, religious and htman challenge of the new cosmic age.

One final implication for our present situation. .The Apollo 11

is a brilliant demonstration of American ingenuity and craftmanship.
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The success of the mission depends on the péffect meshing of 15
million parts that comprise the rocket and thé two spaceships. The -
total cost of the Apol}o program to date is §22 bilgion. No serious
person of thio20th caléury can deny the value of undertaking this
scientific adventure., But our!satisfaction over this triumph must
be teﬁéered by the sober realization that the times now demand that we
devote comparabie ingenﬁity and braftsmanship‘to the pressing human
-demands on inner spece., We will not be able to justify to our own
conscience and before mankind the continued spending of billions for
futuristic experiments in outer space when in our midst some 30
millién Americans live below the poverty line; while 10 million
Americans are chronically malnourished, and hunger, disease and illiter-
acy stalk among the millions of human beings who constitiité the
two~-thirds of the human family not in our Westerh world.

Perhaps one of the greatest achievements of Apollo 11 to outer
spacé will be its becoming a constant goal and prod to all Americans

to begin a NASA project for resolving the urgent human needs that

hover in domestic space.
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RABBI MARC TANENBADM - WINS

It was very much an American crowd that gathered in New York's
Central Park for a TV watch of the dramatic m@on landing. And,
as might have beeﬁ expected; the reactions were many and varied.
Uppermost was an outpouring of elation and pride at the heroic
achievement, and at fhe genius and detérmination on the part
of men and nation that made it possible.

But along with thg pride thepe-were many sobering, even angry
notes. A number of serious meng%%bmen wondered if the entire
space program and all that went.into making it a success was
worth thelhunger of a single chilﬁ; the twenty-four billion dollars
spent on these efforts and the energies of the 425 thousand people
involved, they argued, could have been used more profitably to
pull the millions of disadvantaged Americans out of their prison“\

of poverty and despair, and to improve the basic quality of life

for all our citizens.
This question of national priorities is a deeply disturbing
issue. The moonshot demonstrates our country's power to do the

impossible--when the will to do it is there. But do we have the

will and the sensitivity to focus on human values? i
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Many Americans exult in the moon landing precisely

- because it has proved,as one of the astronauts so aptly

/
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put it, that "M;n can accomplish anything if he puts his

mind to it." The spirit that lifted up Armétrong and

cb
Aldriqqto the moon can 1lift up our fellow citizens to

a decent existence oq earth.. But it requirés.the same
determination, the same unstinting allocation.of money
and energies that went into conquering space.

We have gone to the moon. Now we must ﬁake sure

that future generations are born into the light.

7/24/69



March 29, 1970 %{b
WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
""EASTER AND PASSOVER 1970" ,

The colorful and impressive pageant of thousands of
Christian pilgrims gathering last week in Jerusalem for Holy Week
‘observances graphically symbolizes the persistently mysterious and
yet fateful bonds which have linked Christianity to Judaism across
two millenia. These bonds have been marked by profound kinships
and common features, as well as by crucial differences, and the
themes and rituals ofiEaster embody that paradoxical relationship.
The message of the death and resurrection of Jesus which teaches
joy and renewal for believing Christians has bécome historically
profoundly aiienating to Jews, because for so long the Crucifixion
story has been abused as a weapon égainat tﬁg Jewish people'cﬁéiged
so mindlessly with coilective guilt for the death of Jesus. .Wit-
| ness the latest 1970 script of the Oberammergau Pg;sion Piay,
‘which despite its quifications, continuesjto draﬁﬁtize God's alleged
rejection of Jewry for-their role in the crucifixion. And yeﬁ, |
ironically, and tragically, as one studies the most édﬁhpced.
scholarship on the New Testament period, one becomes aware oékhow

much more deeply Jewish were Jesus and his followers:than_éven

conventional knowledge is aware of.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Director of the Interreligious
Affairs Department of the American Jewish Committee, presents a
weekly religion commentary over WINS-Westinghouse Broadcasting System.
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A study of Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday by Prof. Julian
Morgenstern in his book, "Some Significant Antecedents of Chris-
tianity" (Brill, l.eiden), discloses for example that.the entire
Holy Week observances simply cannot be understood =-- as Jesus and
- his early followeré understood them ~-- apart from their profound
rootedness in first century Judaism. The pilgfimage to Jerusalem
with palms on Sunday was a traditionai practice of the country
Jews of Palestine, who inaugurated the éomposite Passover-matzoh
festival by such rites of purificatioﬁ, and'Jesus and his follow-
ers were conforming to that time-honored ritual. The retreat to
the Mt. of Olives was based on the practice.of King David who on
Sunday, the first day of the New Year of the ancient calendar,
carried out a pilgrimage there to wreséle in a cave for seven days
with the spirit of death, énly fa emerge victofious, resurrected
~and rejuvenated.  Then he returned to Jerusalem to inaugurate for
his people a new year ;f abundance and general good. Even the
theme of death and resurrection which Jesu; knew from the tradi-
fioﬁal folk réligion of the Jews was undérstandable to first century
Judaism. = But how the common sources have been overlaid with un-

common misunderstandings, giving bittersweet point thié Easter day

to the sad but true poem,
How odd of God to choose the Jews
But not so odd as those who choose
a Jewish God and reject the Jews.
May this Easter be a time of renewai_and rebirth for all our Chris-

tian friends and neighbors, and may it be a time of reconciliation
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between Christians and Jews everywhere.
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April 17, 1971

WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY _
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
"THE PASSOVER AND PROSELYTIZING"

The controversy over the television program, The Passover,
prepared by the American Board of Missions to the Jews, has resulted
in some confusions and tensions which ought not to go unattended.
While Jewish individuals and orgénizations did protest aga;nst the
misleading nature of the program, it needs-to be made clear that there
was no Jewish suppression nor efforts at censorship of the telecast.
After making a careful check, this commentator is satisfied that the
decision not to show the program was made entirely by the TV stations'
management who sought to comply with the normal Federal Communications
Commission regulations which require that programs must be "in the
public interest."

Why was The Passover program considered to be not in the public
interest? In the first instance, it contained errors of theological
and historical fact, misrepresented fhe Jewish tradition, and therefore
‘misled the public. To use the Kol Nidre prayer of Yom Kippur as
liturgical music for a Passover seder is to perpetrate the ludicrous.

To pretend to a television audience that this was an authentic Jewish

* Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Director of Interreligious Affairs
of the American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary
over WINS-Westinghouse Broadcasting System.
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Pagsover ritual while allowing an actor to portray a traditional
Jewish head of the household who mispronounced and stuﬁbled over
elementary Hebrew prayers is to border on an insult to the Jewish
public.

But the Jewish objections were based on an even more fundamental
. consideration, namely that of the proselytizing approach to Judaism.

To uncover the deep roots of Christianity in Judaism is not to deny
Christianity; rather its effects are fé deepen and enrich the Christian's.
self~understanding through recovery of his or her or;gins. To portray
the Passover, and indeed all the concepts and traditions of Judaism
solely or primarilf as preparation for fulfillment in Christianity,

as this television show does, is for thé daughter faith to deny her

| mother autonomy and the right to independent existence.

In a time when major Christian institutions have repudiated
proselytizing as offensive to them, when leading Catholic and Protestant
scholars have rediscovered Judaism as a living faith of permanent value,
and have come to understand Jews in their own terms and not just as
_ candidates for conversion, the prose;ytizing efforts of the American
Board of Missions to the Jewé appear dated, anachronistic, and not in

the public interest of anybody.
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October 31, 1971

WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
'RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
"THE SOVIET UNION, THE CHOSEN PEOPLE, AND RACISM"

"Fascism and Zionism are facist creeds. The Zionists have
come forward with the theory of the chosen‘people, an absurd ideology...
that is religious racism." Thlslls a verbatim quotatlon from a
sPeech made on October 21 by Ambassador Yakov Mallk of the Sovxet
Union before the United Nations General Assembly. There should be
little wonder that this cémpaign of anti-Semitic vilification by
Sbviet and some Arab delegates in the chambers of the United Nations
has resulted in a widespread reactibn of outrage and revulsion
throughout the Jéwish community and among decent and fair-minded
people everywhere.

There are few illusions in the Jewish community as to the
intentions of the Soviet and Arab delegates in their systematic
progrém of deféming Jews and Judaism,. The 3iblical ideal of the
election of Israel is the foundationstone of the dignity of the
3ew in Western civilization. It is also!the basis of the Jewish
vocation in history which is, contrary to the Soviet distortions
and misrepresentatiohs, not a claim for privilege or superiority,

but rather an acceptance of special responsibility to help bring

* Rabbl Tanenbaum, who is National Director of the Interreligious
Affairs Department of the American Jewish Committee, presents a
weekly religious commentary over WINS~-Westinghouse Broadcasting
System.

"
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about conditions leading to redemption for Israel and for all
mankind. The fact that Rabbinic law accords to the convert to

Judaism, whatever his or her racial, ethnic or religious origins,

all the rights and privileges‘of the born Jew, makes clear that
the chosen ﬁeople idea is a profoundly spiritual one and has
ﬁothing whatsoever to do with raéism. The constant répetition
of these epithets of racism and fascism is a caiculated effort
on.the part of the Soviet and Arab spokesmen to'mythologize the
Jews and Israel into a parlah among the natlons, thereby hoping
to push them beyond the pale of human sympathy. The parallel
-between this propaganda and that of the Na21-demonology of the
Jews is frightening. — — .

To the historian of ideas, there i a grim and diabolic
ifony in this cynical Soviet exploitation of the chosen people
-éoncept,' As such respected-scholars as Mireea Eliad ("The Sacfed _
and the Profane," Harcourt, Brace -and World), and Norman Cohn
"("The Pursuit of the Millenium," Harper Torchbooks) have demon~-
strated, Marxist-Leninist concéptidns of the class struggle are
-fundamentally a secularized herésyidiStofting wildly the chosén
- people idea and JEWiSh and-ChriStian messianic and eschatological
ideologiés.'¥ : = T S SR e e R

;;_mAccordiné_to Marxist thought, the proletariat are the new
-choéen‘pﬁoplé'whése'sufferingsfafe destined to éhénge.theﬁStatu{

-

of the world. 1In the Communist apocalypse, there is a vision of
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a "final, decisive struggle'" in which the proletariat will destroy

‘the bourgeois capitalist world tyranny - that is, the apocalyptic

struggle between Christ and Anti-Christ -~ and thereby inaugurate a
new epoch in world history, the egalitarian millenium of the class-
less societf. Thus, Soviet communism is today in fact the boldest
embodiment of '"The Chosen People'" idea, and at the same time its
ﬁoat.fantaétic expression,

Perhaps the ancient rabbis had someone like Ambassador Malik

and his UN speeches in mind when they prophetically warned, centuries

ago, "A failing which is yours, do not attribute to others."

B 1
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WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY .

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH couniTrEE
"THE SOVIET UNION, THE CHOSEN PEOPLE, AND RACISM" )

""Fascism and Zionism are racist creeds. The Zionists have

come forward with the theory of the chosen people, an absurd ideblogy...
- that is religious racism.'" This is a verbatim quotation from a

speech made on October 21 by Ambassador Yakov Malik of the Soviet

Union before the Unifed Nations General Assembly.  There should be

little wonder that this campaign of anti-Semitic vilification by

Soviet and some Arab delegates in the chambers of the United Nations

has resulted in a widespread reaction of outrage and revulsion

throughout the Jewish community and among decent and fair-minded

people everywhere.

There are few illusions in the Jewish community as to the
intentions of the Soviet and Arab delegates in their systeﬁafic
program of defaming Jews and Judaism. The Biblical ideal of the
election of Israel is the foundationstone of the dignity of the
Jew in Western civilization. It is also the basis of the Jewish
vocation in history which is, contrary to the Soviet distortions
and misrepresentations, not a claim for privilege or superiority,

but rather an acceptance of special responsibility to help bring

* Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Director of the Interreligious
Affairs Department of the American Jewish Committee, presents a
weekly religious commentary over WINS-Westinghouse Broadcasting

System.
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about conditions leading to redemption for Israel and for all
mankind. The fact that Rabbinic law accords to the ébnvert to

Judaism, whatever his or her racial, ethnic or religious origins,

all the rights and privileges of the born Jew, makes cleaf that
the chosen péople idea is a profoundly spiritual one and has
nothing-whatsoéver Eo db with racism. The constant repetition
of thesehepithets of racism and fascism is a calculated effort
on the part of the Soviet and Arab spokesmen to mythologize the
Jews and Istae BEEHCAIA pariah among the nations, thereby hoping
to push théﬁ beyond the pale of human éympéthy. The parallel
between fhié-propaganda and thaf of the Nazi demonology of the
Jews is frightening.

To the historian of ideas, there is a grim and diabolic
irbny in this cynical Soviet exploitation of the chosen people
concept., As such respected scholars as Mircea Eliad ("Tﬁe Sacred
and the Profane," Harcourt, Brace and World), ana Norman Cohn
("The Pursuit of the Millenium,'" Harper Torchbooks) have demon=
strated, Marxist-Leninist conceptions of the class struggle are

fundamentally a secularized heresy distorting wildly the chosen

peoplé idea and Jewish and Christian messianic and eschatological

ideologies.

According to Marxist thought, the proletariat are the new

chosen people whose sufferings are destined to change the status

of the world. . In the Communist apocalypse, there is a vision of-

J_"__-J



a "final, decisive struggle' in which the proletariat will destroy
the bourgeois capitalist world tyranny - that is, the apocalyptic
struggle between Christ and Anti-Christ - and thereby inaugurate a
new epoch in world history, the egalitarian millenium of the class-
less society. Thds, Soviet communism is today in fact the boldest
embodiment of "The Chosen People" idea, and at the same time its
most fanatic expression.

Perhéps the ancient rabbis had someone like Ambassador Malik
and his UN speeches in mind when they prophetically warned, centuries

ago, "A failing which is yours, do not attribute to others."

71-700-54 B



Junge , 1972

EVANGELISM  AND THE JEvS8
WINS COMMENTARY BY RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM
The recent laundhing of nationwidé campaigns of Christim evang2lism
dramatized by Explo 72 in Dallas last week, have begun to raise concern
in the Jewish community, both in terms of the meaning of the new

evkngellsm for American democracy as well ee for Jewigsh-Christian relations

The two outstanding evangelistic drives are Explo '72 and Key '73.
Ekplo 72 was sponsored by the Campus Crusade for Christ, andbrought
together-abodtlloo.ooo youhg people to Dallas to'iraJn as evangelists
on sdme 450 college campuses or in their local communitiee, The aim of.
Explo '72, in the worde of its spénsore. fe "to saturate the entire
nation! with Christian claims by 1976,/ and to persuade President Nixon,
 the Democratic andRepublican national conventione this summer to
testify publicly that America is a Christian nation.

Eey 73 1s a nationwide evangelistic program beginning in January
1973, imvalving for ther first time some 124 evangelicals, but also
mainline Protestantg and Romon Catholic bodies in a cooperative effort
to blitz the continent with an evangelistic crusade,"

Yhile the Jewish community mrdxzfkmrr obviously reepects the freedom
of consocience of evangelicale as of othere to promote their version
of religioue truth, those same constitutional freedome allow some
oritical questions to be put to the sponsors of these evangelical
movements, What,i@m for example, do these refurbished notione of American
as an Evangelical Empire gnd the related Chrastian theocratic conetptions

of American institutiens mean for the pluralism of America, and for the
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democratio understatnding_that Jews and other non-evangelicals are full
partners in the American republic?_ |

| CQmpllgating the pietu?e is thé fact that a nﬁmber-of so-called
"Hebrew-Chrietian" and "Jews for Jesus' groups aré attaching themeelves
to these evangelical campaigne, and are targeting the Jewish community,
especially Jewlsh youths, for a stepped-up, well-financed proselytizing
campaign.

- -

s

The American Jewilgh Oommlttee has oompieted a study of these
evangelical campaigne in whioh}ggirpotential for undermining the |
constructive new theologies of Juddlem and for reviving theological
anti-Semttiaﬁ are ooneidered, WINS ligtenere who are interested in
a copy 4f this study on "Evangelism and the Jewe" are 1nv1te& to
writef to me at 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.y. 10022°,

Thie 1s RMHT



1

()

-

“July 16, 1972

WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H, TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
: TISHOH B'OV 1972

This coming Wednesday eveniﬁg, at sunset, the Jewish people
throughout the world will begin the 24 hour ebserveﬁce-of Tishoh
B'ov, one of the most imporfant fast days in Jedaism that commen-
orate the dEStrUCtIOH of the ancient Temple and of Jerusalem.
Tishoh B'ov llterally means the nlnth day of the Jewish month
of Ov, and it was on this day in the year 586 before the present |

era that tee first Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by tHei
Babylonians, and bj historic ifeﬁy, on’the very same day 656
years later, in the year 70 of the present era, that the Temple
was burned by Titus and the Roman Legions. |

Among pious, traditional Jews, TisHoh B'ov and the nine
day period preceding it are observed-:as days of mourning. All
.celebrations are forbidden. .Oﬁserﬁant Jews gp to the synagogue,
eiﬁ on low benches or boxes, and chant from the Prbphet.Jeremiah's
ﬁook of Lamentations, which laments the downfall of Jerusalem,
Tney also recite kinos, odes of mourning over the deStruction
of the Temple and the long years of exile and dispersion that

folloved, concluding with prayers for Israel's longing for the

*2gbbi Tanenbaum, who is National Director of Interreligious
Affairs of the American Jewisi: Committee, presents a weekly

oY T

religion commentary over WIha-ueshanhouse Broadcasting System.
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speedy restoration of the Holy Land.

This observance of Tishoh B'ov, reenacted annually by the

- Jewish people throughout the world for nearly 2,000 years,

tells us more than all the academic studies ever written how

Jerusalem has been closer to the Jews than any other place,
an inseparable part of every rejoicing and at the core of every -~ -
sorrow. Recently, debate took place in Israel over whether

Tishoh B'ov should be abandoned as a day of fasting and mourning

- since the Jewish people have finally been restored to their
- reunified holy'city; Perhéps it should now become a day of

. celebration and rejoicing. But as we look around at the signs

of the times--both for Jews and for the rest of mankind--there
are few evidences that argﬁe convincipgly for such a'chapge.
The continued captivity and repression of Jews in Russia, in
Syria and in other Arab countries, the pervasivg éxploitation
of aﬁti—Semitism in-ﬁaﬁy ﬁéfts of-tﬁé ﬁorld, the brutélizatibn,
vialence and terror against innocent peoplé in Ireland,'India
and Pakistan ﬁurundi, the holocaust in Vietnam=--all are painful

signs that nuch of Jewish life and human life generally are

marked by continual cause for mourning.

Thus Tishoh B'ov reminds us today that in this earthly
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city of God, which we all inhabit, the Shekihah, the Divine
Presence, is still in'exile, and tﬁat the wdrld is unredeemed,
marred by far too muéh agony and human suffering, and cries
out for the healing and tedempfioﬁ of thé Mbssiah, whoser. |

birthday paradoxically also takes place on Tishoh B'ov.

2



Paged A merican Examiner - Jewish Week -

November 2-8, 1972

Catholic-Jewish relations:
After 7 years of ecumenism
difficult problems remain

(The national
director of the American Jewish
Committee was the only rabbi present at
the Vatican Council which, just seven
years ago this month, adopted the
Conciliar Declaration on non-Christian
Religions, popularly referred to as the
Vatican Declaration on the Jews. In the
following article, he appraises the results
of the Declarstion and the ecumenical
progress made in the seven years that have

elapsed.)

In terms of Catholic-Jewish relations,
Vatican Council Il continues to merit the
judgment that it was an historic milestone,
a decisive turning point in the 1,900 years
of relationships between Jews and
Christians in the Western world.

The most important net effect of the
deliberations and aclions taken by the
2,500 Council Fathers is that these have
resulted in a profound change of Christian
menfality toward Jews and Judaism on
nany levels in the Catholic Church during
the past decade. That alteration in
Christian consciousness was a fundamental
precondition fto taking (he first steps in
creating a new Christian tradition
incipiently characterized by a clear-cut
repudiation of anti-Semitism, and a
growing respect for Judaism as a living
religion of permanent value to its
adherents.

Impetus to study

To the historian of ideas, there arc two
“facts of life™ that are self-evident; first,
that great, seminal ideas that have changed
the course of history have been invariably
the creation of a small group, usually an
i .ellectual elite; second, that it takes
decades for such formative ideas to
percolate through an entire society and to
change its worldview and behavior
patterns.

Thus, one of the more significant
achievements of Vatican Council Il was
that its adoption by an overwhelming vote
of Nostra Aetate (Declaration on
Non-Christian Religions)—as well as other
progressive  declarations on Religious
Liberty and the Church and the Modern
World -gave strong impetus and provided a
sanction for small groups of prestigious
Catholic scholars and churchmen to begin
the serious process of removing the sources
of anti-Jewish attitudes in Christian
teaching and liturgy and to lay the
foundations of a Christian theology of
Judaism that is congruent with the vital
realities of Jewish existence.

That there exists loday, a decade later, a

_network of scholars in Scripture studics,

theology, church history, liturgy. and
sociology in the United States, Furope. the
Middle East, Latin America, and even in
Africa and Asia, engaged in creating a new
Christian culture that is sympathetic
toward Jews and Judaism is itself the most
telling commentary on the long-range
historic value of the Council.

After 1,900 years of hy-and-large (ragic
experience with Christian tradition and
Christian society whose momentim moved
horrendously in an anti-Jewish direction,
the present reversal of field is simply
inconceivable without taking into account
the decisions of Vatican Council II.

Catholic teaching on Jews

And continuing for a moment on this
positive side of the ledger, the search for a
new understanding between Catholics and
Jews was not altogether confined to
scholars during the past decade. In 2 study
which Dominican Sister Rose Albert
Thering and | conducted together in 1970,
it was evident that Catholics were making
serious efforts to improve teaching about
Jews and Judaism in Catholic seminaries,
colleges, universities and high schools.

Our study. prepared for a colloquium on
“The Theology of Israel,” held at Seton
Hall University in collaboration with Msgr.
John M. Oesterreicher, disclosed that 40
per cent of Catholic seminaries and colleges
provided courses in Jewish studies: 41.3 per
cent of the seminaries and 75 per cent of
the colleges treated Judaism in comparative
religion courses, and 82.7 per cent of the
seminaries and 68.9 per cent of the colleges
offered Scripture courses which specifically
dealt with the relationship of Christianity
to Judaism.

Almost 70 per cent of the Catholic high
schools that responded tg our
questionnaire reported that local rabbis
were invited into the classrooms when
Judaism was being discussed.

These developments, too, are

inconceivable without giving due account

to the impact of Vatican Council II.
Parenthetically, our study also revealed
that “no similar structural reform took
place among the mainstream Protestant
denominations™—a negative affirmation of
the value of the Council, and perhaps a
positive suggestion to the Protestant
leadership, “Go thou and do likewise."”
The negative aspects
A balanced evaluation requires that we
look also at the negative side of the
Catholic-Jewish "ledger and at unresolved

721102
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A HISTORIC, ECUMENICAL OCCASION—The late Augustin Cardinal Bea, father of the
Vatican Council’s Declaration on the Jews, meets with Rabbi Abraham J. Heschel of the
Jewish Theological Seminary, left, and Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, national interreligious
affairs director of the American Jewish Committee, center, in March 1963 during the
second session of Vatican Council Il. It was at this meeting that the Cardinal revealed to
Jewish leaders the draft of what later became the Vatican Declaration on Non-Christian

Religions.

- issues that call for far more serious
attention than has been given thus far since
Vatican 1.

These  issues have been stated
forthrightly by the Rev. Edward Flannery,
executive secretary of the Secretariat for
Catholic-Jewish Relations in his November
1970 report of the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops. Thcse problems still
exist: ’

‘*1) Anti-Semitism, though mostly
low-toned and unconscious, was still
widespread and required constant effort to
detect und unmask its many disguises.

““2) Catholic scholars have  not yet
sufficiently pursued research into the
renewal of theology regarding the place of
Judaism in the divine plan, though the
Vatican Council’s statement on the Jews
showed the way.

“3) The State of Israel has become a
serious stumbling block in Jewish-Christian
relations. Since ‘Jews liave in the vast
majority identified with that State’ and
‘see Zionism as central to Judaism itself
and essential not only to Israeli but also to
. Jewish survival,’ they consider it ‘as an
* ecumenical and a religious consideration

which
dialogue,
Urgent need to close gap

The need to speed up the process of
closing the gap between advances made by
the scholarly elite and the people in the
pew in relation to anti-Semitism, a more
adequate theology of Judaism, and Israel
has assumed espccial urgency for the
Jewish community in light of troublesome
developments in recent years.

The calculated exploitation of
anti-Semitism, including the wuse of
theological anti-Semitism, by the Soviet
Union and some Arab propagandists has
impelled many Jews to look to the
Catholic community as an ally and
countervailing force in combatting this new
wave of hatred toward the Jewish people.

The forthcoming nationwide
evangelistic drive of “Mey '73" -paralieled
by intensified mission-to-the-Jews
programs whose conversionary cfforts
presuppose a denigration of Judaism as an
‘‘incomplete religion'' -have also
underscorrd the importance of Catholic
and other Christian efforts to put an end
once and for all to proselytizing the Jewish
people.

should be the

Aoy

included in
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January 14, 1973

- WINS RELIGION COMMENTARE
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
"TASK FORCE ON JEWISH POOR"

The report out of Washington yesterday-that-BZO million dollars
in federal anti-poverty funds will be éliminatéd'in 1973 should be
morally intolerable the continued disparity between affluence and
the poverty of some 35 ﬁillion people in our nation. That curtail-
ment will find special negative resonanées in the Jewish community
which only recently has discovered that there are an estimated
. 800,000 Jewish poor people in the United States, two~thirds of whom
are in their sixﬁies and oiﬁer, and are iiving on less than $4,000
a year.

It is evident-that concerned persong of alllfaiths and races
will need to take counsel togéther-to assure that Government anti-
poverty programs are not furﬁher whittled.away, especially at a time .
when- inflation, unemployment, ris;ng rents and skyrocketing medical
costs have renéered the senior éitizen'population uniquely vﬁlnerable.
While the American people must work to make their government more |

genercus rather than less generous to the poor, parallel attention

is urgently required in helping the_voluntary agencies to implement

* Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is the National Interreligious Affairs _
Director of the American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion
commentary over WINS-Westinghouse Broadcasting System.
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moreeffectively their person—to—pefson services to the poor and

aged. - For that reason the Jewish community in New York should
welcome and give greatef encouragement and support to the Metropolitan
Coordinating Council on Jewish Poverty. That Council, under the

leadership of the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies, seeks to

serve “the needs of ‘an-estimated 300,000 Jewish poor in New York.

It has just begun terstablish neighborhood services programs in:
the two metoopolitan aréos which have the greatest conceo;ration
of the Jewish'poor_- the Lower ant Side of Manhattan and the Grand
Concourse-Tremont section of the Bronx.

©  Aside from these professional sefvices,.there-is also a press-
ing need for volunteers of all ages to help meet the simple wants
of the poor - the desire fof companionship'and human contact, help
in shopping and in the routine chores of daily existence, in travel- .
ing outside their neighborhoods to clinics, to synagogue services,
to a library and a Jewish center. The time has come for every
synégogue, temple, and Jewish organization to consider seriously
the oetting up of a Task Force for the Poor, and in that way to bé—-
gin to translate into personal terms the values.of Judaism which,
according to the Ethics of the Synagogue Fathers, obligate us to

treat the poor as members of our own families.



Feb. 11, 1973
SOVIET JEWRY
WINS COMMENTARY OF RMHT
Thie week two events took ploe in Washington in support of the
human righte of Soviet Jewry and other oppressed peoples that made
me feel proud to be an American and privileged to be working in the
promotion of Jewish-Christian understanding. The first event occurred
on Thnnﬂday when Congressmen Wilbur D, Mlll;}bhairman of the powerful
House Ways and Means Committee, and Congreseman Charles Vanik of Ohio
proposed legis¥ation
Joined in sponsoring a “"Freedom of Emigration Aot! Fhat/would reetrain
the UnitedS8tates from giving the Soviet Union most favored nation
Moscow ceagses its
treatment and liberal trade concessions until thmxRexxatxBxkex
disoriminatory emigration polteiee and freely alllaws Jews and others
g aetion, as the
to ettgrate, The prineiple behind that,k=gta¥at¥en legislatora deelared,
is that "the United States as a nation canot overlook denigration of
human rights for the sake of commercial gain,"

Of tremendous moral and political importance 1s the fact that
nearly 260 members of Congress, more than half of the House, have
Joined in sponsoring the measure, thus representing all political
shades of opinion from 46 states, and including all 16 members of the
Congressional black caucus, At the same time, Benator Henry Jackson
annoynced that he willr;;troddce en identical measure in the Banate
whichhe expects will have the backing of =om at least three-quarters of
the 100 senators, '

The other eventx took‘place an. Friday morning on Capitol Hi11

when Congressman Rbbert Drinan informed a prese conference that ten

nationally prominent American religious leadere have protested



w B
‘tb Communist Party Chairman Leonid Brezhnpv the sudden and arbiprary
cancellation of a hine—day tour of the SBoviet Union on whioh they
were scheduled to leave this evening., Speaking on behalf of thie
oommentatur,.iho was the Jewlsgh member of tke group, and for the
Catholic, Protestant, Evangellcal, and black leaders, Father Driman
wvho 18 the first Catholic priest to serve in Congrees deokared:

”Th=Buésian Government haa made 1t imposeible for thmxg this
gxukitn dedicated group of Christian and Jewish clergymenx from America
to visit the Soviet Union for the exprésced purpose of dzzm¥mgx deepening
the spiritual bbnds bétwaen the Jews of Russia and the Christiana and
Jewa of‘Americn. Thie morning ue aésure the Jews of Rugeia that the ax
arbitrary decision of eomeone in the Russian Government will not deter
us from ceming to Russia and chnting with thbgs'milllon Jews '‘Let my
people gol"

Evidently something quite profound is happening among the

American people who want 1mprovéd rela%?%ngjziggeﬂuesia. but that
will not proceed Between-our two peoplés a8 long as the human righte
of Soviet Jews and others are denigd. And Soviet authorities will bad}y
misjudge this country unlessk they bYegin vaying serious attention to

these signs of the American modd and consdtence.



Marcplﬁ, 1973

b WLINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBA4UM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

-"BILLY GRAHAM AND JUDAISM"

"I believe God has'always had a special relationship with the
Jewish people...In my evangelistic efforts, I have never felt called
to single out the Jews as Jews...Just as Judaism frowns on proselytizing
that is coercive, or that seeks to commit men against their will,
so do I." |

These words were written-and issued to the press last Friday'
morning by Dr. Billy Grazham, When you consider the fact that Dr.
Graham is the leading evangelist in ﬁhe nation, and probably_in the
world today, they-ASSUme unprecedented importancé. Dr. Graham réu
turéed last week from a trip throughout sections of the United States
and became concerhed about teports over growing acts of psychologicgl
harrassment, decepﬁion, and intimidation carried out by fervid young
evangelists agéinst Jewish foung_people on public high school and
college campuses. In addition, tﬁere were episodes of disruption
of Jewish religious services by Cayppus Crusade for Christ-types, as
is the recent case of Portland, Oregon and Dr. Gfgham became troufled

about the deteriorating effect of such incidents on Christian-Jewish

relations.

* Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is the National Interreligious Affairs Director
of the American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary
over WINS~-Westinghouse Broadcasting System. '
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At the rﬁQuestlof Dr. Graham, I visited with him last Tuesday
at his lovely mountain-top home in Montreat, North Carolina, and we
spent three hours together reﬁiewing virtually every aspect of re-
latioﬁships between Christians and Jews here and abroad. Finally,
Dr. Graham decided on his initiative to issue his statement clarifying
for the first time publicly his opposition to proselytizing the Jewish
community, his commitment to American pluralism in which all religious
and racial groups arelfull partners, and his conviction that Judaism,
as he told me, posesses a covenant from God which is "eternal, forever,"
ana not subject to abrogation. Dr. Graham has taken firm positions
in the past condemning anti-Semitism; he has been a strong supporter
of Israel on the basis of deep Bibiical conviction; and he has been

exiremely neipful to the cause of Soviet Jews. Based on his most

‘recent statement on the permanent value of Judaism, and other positive

conyictions that he shafed wiﬁh me during our meeting in Montreat,
I am persuaded that Dr. Graham is destiqéd fo-make & fundamental
and lastirng contribution to thé improvement of Jewisthhfistian
understanding that may well become a historic turning point in

relations between evangelical Christians and Jews.

73-700-20A



September 2, 1973

' WINS BRELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

~"LABOR DAY 1973“

The recent observance of Labor Day seems to have raised more
forcefu]]y than almost any time in the recent past the centrality
of moral and spiritual values in the rethinking of the role of labor

in a super-industrial society. It is now evident that our society

‘has mastered all the techniques of the assembly line, the computer

- and automation, and now can produce literally almost anything it

sets .its mind to. Paradoxically, it has hardly begun to comprehend

_the value questions, namely, the nature and dignity of man in relation

to the uses of technology, as well as the corolary question of the
real meaning of work to modern man.

Biue collar workérS-blﬁeS5 and white co11af dropouts have become
popular terms to express a widespread feeling of alienation toward
work. <Contemporary industrial systems have frequently turned workers
from a human being into a thing, a sofg¢ machine, ah object linked to

other objects in factories and offices. That undermining of the

.digqity of the human person in his most creative capacity of personal

achievement through work is now as severe in Communist coantries as it
is in the West. The fact that so many young people today have turned
to being artisans and to making handicrafts is indicative of a genuine

need to be master of one's work and to stamp one's identity on one's own

- creations, a refusal to be lost in the anonymous vastness of the ab-

stract systems and bureaucracies.

¥Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Director of Interreligious Affairs
of the American Jewish Committee, presents a week]y rel1g1on commentary

- over WINS- Nestinghouse Broadcast1ng System
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There is an hrgency for giving working men and women a much

greater degree of control over their own working lives, and a
- greater involvement in the entire production process as a means to
enrich human values in the work places of our societites. In this.
effort to rethink the nature and role of labor, it would be useful
to recall that Jewish tradition has comistently upheld the dignity
of labor. Even God himself - or herself - worked six days and then
rested. And thét is gxactly the revolutionary idea behind- the in=
stitution of the Sabbath, which gave every laborer every week a day
of freedom and leisure, thus making it clear that labor exists for

man and not man for labor.

1573
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9zc. 30, 1973 |
wioS RELISION COMMENTARY

58] HARC h. TANENBAUN® CF 1%; NEZRTCAT JENISH COSAITTEE
S1973: A JEWICH RETROSPEZCT®

-

wnat kind of year was 1373 for the Jowish community? ‘
17 thais vors a less cynical and m#re helieving age; pne might be t&mbted
to call 1273 the year of the birth pangs of the sessiat. According to Jewish
- bratitions, tre dynanic movemerd of history is two-sided, combining destructive
uith constructive forces, with catastropha serving as the backgrouad for redespiica,
Jewrish Messianic theory holds that the transitfon from the historical preseat 9
the Hessianic fulure fs frovitably to be marked by upheaval and cataciysm, the
world fa ¥act is to pe shaken to fts foundations, as a prelude to the gstablish-
- pent of the Hessianic'nga cf lasting peace. <ertaialy 1573 has had fts full
snare of tia cataclysmic and the destructive - the #iddle East war and its
tragic lass of young liﬁas; famine and starvation resulzing in tens of thousands
of daaths !ﬁ test Rf?ica. tthiopia, and India; the energy crisis and the ol
embéfgo wiaich topsy-turvily transformed the Arad nations into the n=w imperialists
that 2reat the rest of the world arbitrarily as 1f all of us were suddenly
cotontal dependencies fﬂ;i@?iﬂg for 011 handouts to aveid ecencaic ruin; the
Hatergate scandal whose revelagfons of woral corruption fn hich places digclesad
how serfous is the threat to 3 democratic secicty of the new bureaucratic man
'uho belizves ha 15 beyond morality and ethical accountability.
The Jawish commwkity was cauéht up and participated in the universal anguish
and painful dilemmis of these tumultuousligeents of 1973.'bu£ sozehow managed with

fts fellow Ascricans not to succumd €0 duszair. There were constru€tive harpenings

FH5 FAnesLiun, Wi 18 vationdl SIFLetor of Irtrrréiigica iFFaivs oF the Averican
Jewish Comaittes, oresents a weekly religion commentary over d{l:S-Wssiinghouse
Brnadcasting Systen. ’
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that counter balanced the destructive, and provided sore basis for conference and

trust in a better future. The Comeva ceace conference that Lirought Arabs and

Israelis to the negotiating tatle for the firse time 1n 25 years after four

wars offered a cautious glinpse of hope for & mere peaceful 1974. The continued

enigration of Jews from the Soviet Union, daspite the closing down of the Schonan

transit camp In Austria, was another affirmative sigq,although constantly over~

shadowed by continous Soviet harasswment of disstdents, And there were other positive

developments in religlon, education, and culturs, especially on the American :Scene..
But the overarching positive achievemant fn 1973 for the Jewish community

»8s the assertfon of an unprecedented consciousness of group unity, sclidarity,

and mutual helpfulness in the face of unparallsled intinidations and threats to

Jewish survival. Given the challenges, guite likely of Q turbulent character

that {11 confront all of us in the coming ysaur on both the foreign and domestic

fronts, that sense of group interdapendence, lively cooperation a?gggfﬁsruination

on the part of all religicus, racial, and ethnic groups to pravai}\ever the

destructive and the despairing may well prove to be XEXRXKRF the most precious

“human and spiritual resource at our disposal on esterirg 1974.
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Nov. 25, 1973

U.S. JEFRY
WIS COil ENTARY BY RIHGT )

A strange and somewnat disquieting digslogue is begihn;ng to
surface in parts of the Jewish comrunity in the aftermath of the Yom
Kippur Var. In recent viceksg, a number of religious S“Oﬁesmen have
begun- to speak and write sbout how hhe overwhelming response of Americen
Jews to the needs of Isrsel in her hour of peril demonstrated the
institutional primascy of the synagogue in American Jewry, implying
that deﬂlsh comiunal bodies ~ such as B'nai B'rith, American Jeuish
Comhlutee, and American Jewish Congress among others - were shown b0
be somehou marginal. The role of the Americen Synagogue in helping
mobilize moral snd material sup.ort amonz Jeulsh mascen uas unquestionabl.
a proud azd brilliant chanter in the bistogy of Auerican Jeury. Bub
sny failure to give adeguate attention and/credit to ashh communal
agencies throughout the country as the Jewish federations, compunit;
relations couneils, and. national civie agencies and their local
chapters would be nothing 1 ss then a distorition of the acutal record.
.-~ While Amerlcnn sSynagogues served, £s they have since their ancient
origins, as maaor houses of asseLbly for Jews d: ring an* resent crisias,
two plain facts need o be faced Ef the discussion is to be kept sccurate
gnd honest. The first is that aside from Yom Kippnr day istelf, Jeus
assembled in synagogues and tenples primerily to demonstrate their
solidarity with Israel, and not SGlely for liturgical purposes. And the
second fact £s that the Jewish communal agencies did carry out tue
lion's share of educetional and public information activity without
which the interpretation of Israel's cause nmight well have been a
disaster. What all these comrents come down to, in my judgment, is that
the Jewish community is America after more than 300 years of triel and
testing has evolved g mature and vital partnership between its
synagogueal and comnunal leadershin and institutions,both of which
are a¥solutely indispensable for z vigble Jewish life. Give the magnitude
of foreipn and domestic challenges that the Jeimsh neonle face in the
wesks and months aBead, that partacrship must be further strmegthencd,
and any vendencies ti:gt would erode such colloboration and uni.y would
be notling less than reckless and irresponsible, plalng into the
hanis of the worst enemies of the uelwsh peonlc.
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September 1,  1974

NINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBT MARC H. TANEMBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
"LABOR DAY 1974"

When Peter McGuiré first advocated fn 1882 the observance of
Labor Day, his purpose was to dramatize the-exploﬁtation of labor
and déhumanizing working conditions. Thanks to the relentless
advocacy of the organized labor movement, the viorst feature§ of
sweat shops, slave wages, and child Iﬁbof have been removed. But

with all its successes, the labor movement and our industrja] society

at large is today faced with one of its greatest and most difficult

challenges and that is the widespread feeling of alienation toward
work. | '

Blue collar workers and white collar dropouts are.popular terms
that express thét alienation. Despite our tremendous productivity,
our computerized and aufomated industrial systems have frequently
turned ﬁorkers_from a human being into a thing, a soft machine, an
object linked to otﬁér objects in factories and offices. That undei-
mining of the dignity of the human person in hié or her most creative
capacity of personal achiévement through work is now as savere in
Communist countries as it is in the Mest.

There is an urgenéy for giving working men and women muéh,greater
controi over their own working 1fves, and a gréater invo]vement in the
entire prQ&Uction process &s a means to enrich human values in the work
places of-our societies. - On Labor Day 1974, it will be useful to recall
that Jewish tradition taught then and now that the'dignity of the human

person requires that men and women should be the masters of labor, and

“not its slave.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is Hational Director of Interreligious Affairs of +§
American Jewish Committee, presents a ueek1y rellg1on cowmentary over” VI’,

ark e nnk bisen: Eninadsesddam s eam e s 1w
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September 11, 1974

- eI
ANTI-CATHOLICISM AND THE REW YORK PRIMARY

WINS COMMENTARY BY RABBI MARC H, TANENBAUM, AMERIBAN
COMMITTEE

The resulta of the New York primary race demorms trated many
interesting political things, =x® not the least important of which
is that it gave the lie decisively to the widelye-current charge that

and elswwhere, -
antf-Catholicism in on the rise in the Jewish commnity/ The most
recent expressions of t hat charge appeared in the Aug. 29 issue
of the Brooklyn Catholic Tablet. In an article entitled “Saptomber
and the Catholic vote", Jim Miller wrote that Jewish militancy £m

and a heavy Jewish vote in the primaries are responsible for the

Democratic Party's being on the verge of permanently purging C_atholio1
from running for state-wide office.And, Mr, Miller added, that f

Congressman Hugh Carey is an Irigh Catholic with 12 kids amd there

...._-

is a preduduce against politicians like that, _ ' ,:;-:';
It will be interesting to see whether Mr. Miller will write

another article now that the primary results are in, How will he
reconcile his imputation of anti-Catholioism to the Jewish comnunity

and the plain, hard fact that the one genulne surprise of the primnryé?’
was the fact that Hugh Carey outscored the Jewish csndidate Howard !
Saemuels, among Jewl sh votees, Mr, Carey won some 34% of the Jewlsh

vote of the state and carried by 607 the vote in the four heavily
Jewish Assembly districts of New York. Like the slogan of antl-Semftiam
the "slogan of anti-‘éatholicism may turn out voters to the election
booths, but it is a dangerous game to play. Onee you let the genil
oflg:;,-oup pre judice out of the bottle, it becomes very difficult

to put it back, and that's a luxury that Amerlca can hardly affoid |
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December 15, 1974

~ WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM®* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

""SEASON OF LIGHT''

. This is the season of 'light. ‘Jews have just concluded their eight-daj’

observance of Chanukah, the Festival of Lights. Our Christian neighbors will |
‘celebrate Christmas this week with the lighting of trees. Why is 1light such a
prominent religious and human symbol? In an essay on The Menorah in the
Orthodox Journal, Tradition, Rabbi Shubert Spero observes that the candelabrum
was made intheformofatreetorei:resmtthe'l‘reeofLife in the Garden of Eden,
Life is defined in Biblical terms as an organic interaction with nature, a being
at home in the universe. To symbolize that ideal of wholeness, the Menorah had to
be made out of a single piece of metal, without any seams. So life lived in
accordance with the Biblical moral and spiritual values}lf;ot fragmented a.nd chaotic,
but one harmonizing the individual with society, nature, history, and the Divine
Presence.

If the Menorah represents the Jewish tree of life, its greatest fruit is light.
And light is understood as the universal symbol of knowledge, a knowledge and
wisdom that helps integrate a total personality and unifies a society through a
way of life marked by equality, justice and fraternity. In owr anarchic world marked
by so much darkness of suffering, hmger, violence, and corruption and prejudice )
the warmth and divine illumination of the lights of these Jewish and Christian
festivals are desperately 1‘1eec1ed, almost as never before.

®Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Director of Interreligious Affairs of the
American Jewish Combittee, presents a weekly religion conmentary over WINS-
Westinghouse Broadcasting System.
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Jews, Chrigtians, and Muslims in the Middle East, and quite
poesirly, throughout the world,
The original Chanukah wae the initlal "“reakthrough'" of
universal 1mpbrt in that the Macca»ean victory was the first triumph
in the struggle for feligious freedom and for the acceptance of pluralism
in the history of mankind, Bcholars tell us tﬁat the 8yrian emperor,
Antioohus, em»arked on a ruthless campaign of suppressing the Jewish
religion and culture and t2tred to impose emperor Worship, pagan idols,
and cults in the Holy City of Jeruaalem{ a8 a means of enforoling
conformity and political loyalty to his totalitarlan empire. Tﬁ cormmitted
Jews, then and now] these alien ways were ultimate offenses to everytiing
that gave méanlng yo their llvea;‘and they rather suffered martyrdom |

than deny their God and their eaored traditions.

_ The Mgcca%ean struggle to resist imperigfal oppression was thus
a declsive victory for pluraliem - for thé right to ™eox oneself, in
one's own terme. Had the Macca“eeg heen defeated, Judﬁism would have
perighed and, quite conceiva*ly, Chrigtianity and Islam would never
haveemsx emefged from the loine of thelr Jewlish mother faith, It ie
no accident that the Christian liturgical calendar cele*rates a
Eeutx Feast of Macca*ees day, and that the Christien Bitle has

g incorporated the Books of the Maccabees in the Christian Bibvlical canon.

The courageous visit of Egyptian President Anwar Badat to
Israel, and the eﬁuaily heroic reapohae cf Prime Minilster Menachem
Beigin of Isreel to these peace 1n1tiatives, are in many ways the
1gteat, modern chapter in the ancient Chanukah story. After more than

thirty years of pan-Arab refusal to acknowledge  the right of




December 29, 1974

WINS RELIGION COMMENXARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* J__QF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

"1974: A JEWISH RESPECTIVE"

b
What kind of year was 1974 for the Jewish commmity? When cne tries to answer

that question, Dorothy Parker's comment comes to mi.nd‘, namely, that Jews are like
everybody else, but only more so. Like everybody else, the Jewish people shared
that widespread amciefy that perhaps civilization was reaching the end of a cycle
of growth and decay forecast by the historian Oswald Spengler. Thé signs were all
about us - widespread violence, terrorism and crime undermining law and stability;
proliferation of nuclear and conventmnal arms races tragic famine and hunger, °
international economic recessions and unemployment d\:epened by-the-oil--and-faod
shortages— And for Jews 1974 was only more so a time of troubles what with the
Verbel \islente agaenst i:-{, ‘- w Sty V00 -
Arab-Copmmist Bloc's ‘threat-te-Tsraells surwival, the Russmn “roulbttd g ga.me

that the Soviet Union was playing with the human rights of Soviet Jews and others.

L

In trying to cope with these monumental threats, Jews both consciously and

unconsciously fel%~ back on the wisdom and insights of the1r history and tradition.
h’\&-" |'¥'io‘-‘L
While othersbsought escape from hlstory in apocalyptic speculation and fantasies,

Rabbinic Judaism insisted on the use?r"bf reason and law as the only viable

means for .coping with the irrational and with chaos. 7and then Jews believed
(

172

that for every malady God prepared in advance the reme;j? 1975 w111 be a time

-y

Wl f(‘- ATk LS L.’.'_..f'l

for mobilizing the uses of reason and for seeking remediesh or the memtable

maladies that will face all of us.

¥Rabbi Tanenbaum, who 1s National Director of Interreligicus Affairs of the
American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary over WINS-
.Westinghouse Broadcasting System.



March-lﬁ, 1975 WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum®* of the American Jewish Committee

'""NAZI HOLOCAUST: 30TH ANNIVERSARY"

The year 1975 marks the 30th anniversary of the liberation of
survivors of the Nazi concentration camps. An International Schol-
ars Conference on the Nazi Holocaust was held in New York last week
with leading Jewish and Christian thinkers seeking to probe the
meaning of Nazi genocide for the Jewish people as well as for man-
kind. Over and again, scholars agreed that Jews lived in a post-
apocalyptic world, that everything has been changed by the Nazi
holocaust. While the grief over Auschwitz was mitigated by the
birth of the State of Israel, the October 1973 war resulted in a
loss of confidence for it revealed again how fragile is the world
order in that Western technological civilization could potentially
be reduced to political and economic disaster by the Arab domin-
ation of crucial supplies of oil. The Nazi trauma also disclosed
a fundamental contempt for moral limits, as well as the failure

of pbliticians and other leaders of society to anticipate and to
take adequate measures .to avert catastrophe. Today, when the
human race struggles to adjust the balance between population and
resources, when millions of human beings are regarded as surplus
population in the way the Nazis looked upon the Jews, one wonders
if the Jewish experience of genocide may some day be the fate of
millions of other expendable men and women. That could happen, if
the world continues to avoid and evade the Nazi Experience, think-
ing that it is solely a Jewish obsession, with no seriou meaning

for the rest of the human. family.
*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Director of Interreligious Affairs
of the American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commen-

tary over WINS-Westinghouse Broadcasting System




March 23, 1975 WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum® of theAmerican Jewish Committee

""PASSOVER 1975"

At sundown next Wednesday, the Jewish people begin the observ-
ance of Pesach, or Passover, the oldest and undoubtedly the most
influential of the Jewish festivals. Known in Jewish tradition

as Zman Cherutenu, the Season of our freedom, Passover commem-

orates the liberation of the Israelites from bondage to Pharaoh

in Egypt. The Exodus from Egypt was as much an act of liberation
from intolerable spiritual bondage as it was redemption from

~ physical slaﬁery. in Egypt; the king was regarded as a god, a
divine mediator, he was the source and master of the law, neﬁér_
its servant, and men and women were victims of his whims. The
rejection of Egypt by Moses and the Israelites was thus a declara-
tion of spiritual independence; an act of self-determination of é |
people seeking a life of human dignity and freedom to be themselves.
But Passover celebrates not only redemption as a past event, but
fhrough the Seder faﬁily ceremonials, if reenacts liberation as a
prcsent—day experience and that is why this Passover, the worsening
plight of the Jews in the Soviet Union and in AraB countries will
be uppermost in the minds and hearts of Jewish families everywhere.
When the words "Next Year in Jerusalem: are recited, Jews will be
recommitting themselves to the renewed struggle for liberation and
justice, until the Exodus of Soviet Jewry and that of all people

who seek freedom and self-determination are realized everywhere.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Director or Interreligious Affairs

of the American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary
over WINS-Westinghouse Broadcasting System
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July 13, 1975

WINS PELIGIONM COHMEHTARY “
RABBI MARC H. TAWEMNBAIM*OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

- "TISHA B'OV 1975"

Next Vednesday evening, the &ewish people throughout fﬁe vorlﬁ will begin-
the 24—hou¥ observance of Tisha B'ov, the ninth day of the Jewish month of Ov,.
Tisha B'ov is the most important of Jewish historical fast days in that it cormenorates
events connected with the &estfuction of the ancient Temple and of Jerusalem, first by
the Babybnians and then by the Roman Lé&ions.

The Rabbinic Sages sought to make Tisha B'ov a day on which the caiamitoué
’ events of Jewish history would be remembered. Therefore the specizl liturgy for
Tisha B'ov includéd not only the Lamentations of the Prophet Jeremiah over the de-
struction of the femple, but also etegies for Jewish ?ictima murdered by fhe crusaders,
recollections of the heroism of the martyrs of all generations, and the magnificent
hymn of praise by the poet philosopher Yehudah Halevi expressing the Jewish people's
longing for the Holy Land and prayers for her speedy restoration. Since the establish-
ment of the reborn State of Israel in 1948, some Jews have felt that Tisha B'ov
should no longer be observed, since thg Jewsh commonwealth has been restored in Israel;

The Conservative Jewish theologian, Rabbi Seymour Siegel, has written in the Jewish Digest,

that the Jewish calendar would be impévarished 1€ Tisha B'ov vere to be discontinued
for it would be a severe diminishing of our concern and love for those who went before
us to remove or modify this day when their sufferings are recalled., We need Tisha B'ov
to femind us that the world is yet unredeemed, that people still suffer, that nations
still oppress other nations, and that we must renew our efforts to end all exile and

oppression so that all people can rest secure in their homes with none to make them afraid.

*Pabbi Tanenbaum, wvho is Mational Director of Interreligious Affairs of the
American Jewish Comm}ttee, presents a weekly raligion comrentary over WINS-
Vestinghouse Broadeca s_tir\a.g‘ System.
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WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY _
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

"The Vatican, Pope John, and Israel"

—————————— — ————— i ——————————————— ] — ————————————————————

‘The publication last week of declassified Vatican documents
that deal with the role of the Holy See in relation to the Nazi
slaughter of Europe's Jews and the rise of the State of Israel
raises as many_questions as the documents were apparently inteﬁded
to'fésolve. I an't enter here any judgment regarding the Vati-
can's policy of public silence on the massacre of Jews and others
by the Nazis ostenéibly for reasons tﬁat such protests would
endanger quief diplomacy on their behalf. In fairness, one
simply will have to read that 700-page volume and check the
roum9nts concerning Yatican diplomatic interventions in behalf
of innocent victims before determining whether Pius XII did act

as the Vicar of Christ on earth might be expected to in the face
of such enormous human suffering and tragedy. Nof is it necessary
to comment at length on the hostility of the Vatican Secretariat
of State in 1943-and-later to the establishment of the State of
Israel. Both the content and the rhetoric of that opposition to
Jewish national sovereignty is as old, as depressingly familiar,
and as repugnant as the theological anti-Judaism of fourth century

Church Fathers who preached that the Jews must remain in exile

forever as divine punishment for not accepting the Christian Messiah.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Director of Intef:eligious Affairs
of the American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary
over WINS-Westinghouse Broadcasting System.
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WINS/Vatican, Pope, Israel
February 1, 1976

What is surprising is the opposition attributed to Pope John .
to the rebirth of Israel. My sense of shock grows out of the
fact that in March 1963 the Vatican's Augustin Cardinal Bea
informed the late Rabbi Abraham J. Heschel and myself on a
qonfidential basis at a private meeting in the Boston Chancery
that Pope John was planning to regééggze the State of-Israel
during Vatican Council II as a gesture of friendship to the
Jewish people. Tragically, Pope John died shortly thereafter,

and so apparently did that reversal of Vatican policy.

WE SusgesT SERQ) K C THE INclosSuRES TT THoS € INOIVIJVALS
PER HAps fo(/ Chn |EARN M - |
\__\___\___ﬂ-' LT .

76-700-07



 AUGUST 7, 1976
"TISHA B'AV 1976"
WINS RELIGION COMVENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JENTSH COMMITTEE

This past Thursday, the Jewish people throughout the world observed Tisha B'Av,
'_the ninth day of the Jewish month of Av. Tisha B'Av is the most important of the
fbuf.historical fast days that commemorate events connected with the destruction of
the ancient Temple and of Jerusalem some 2,500 years ago. According to Jewish tra-
dition, it was on the ninth.day of Av in the year 586 befpre the present era that

the first Temple was destroyéd by the Babylonians, and on'the same dai 656 years later;
that the Second Temple was burned by Titus. Among pious, traditional Jews, the fast
-of Av is observed with all the solemity of the Day of Atlonément. In addition to
avoiding all celebrations and sensual pleasures, observant Jews pray like MOUTTETS ,
sitting on the ground of the synagogue, recitiﬁg dirges over the passing of the Temple
‘and the religious and national life of which it was -the symbol and the embodiment. |
With the rebirth of the State of Israel, w1th the reunlflcatlon of Jerusalem, and wlth'
the spectacular liberation of hostages from terrorism in Uganda, many Jews-n-tradl—'
tional as well as liberal—now ask whether Tishah B'Av should not be abgndoned, or
at least updated. One Orthodox Jew in Londoﬁ proposed last week this fé?brﬁulgtion
of reasons for obsefving Tisha B'Av in the Zﬂth‘Century: What then do I mburﬁ over?
I mourn over the reasons for the ancient destructiqn{ many of whi;h regrettably exist
today. I mourn over the causeless hatred which finds people who eat and drink fo-
gether and then thrust each other through with the daggers of their tongue; I mourn
over the lack of social justicé, business integrity, and unethical behavior among
those in high.placés; I mourn over the serious moral evils that could do more to

undermine human exlstence than any sword ralsed aaalnst us from the out51de

#*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who 1S National Director of Interrellalous Affairs of the American
Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary over WINS-Westinghouse
Broadcasting System.
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September 5, 1976
| “LABOR DAY 1976
WINS RELIGIOH COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JENISH COMMITTEE

ok k ok Kk ¥+ kK k k k¥ %

Great is labor for every craftsman walks out with the implements of his
calling and is proud of them. That Rabbinic statement is resresentative of the
attitudes of Judaism toward lTabor- iabor is inextficab]y bound up with the
dignity of the_human personality, and honest work and industry are expressions of
human creativity and should be a source of pride and fu1fi1]ment.' On this Labor
Day weekend}4ﬂ4th4&—84eeﬁtenn+a+-¥e&nr it may be useful to recall these attitudes
toward 1abor,.for fundamental changes in industrialized societies have ercded
much of the belief in those values. Sociology Prof. Daniel Bell informs us
that ve havé moved from an industridl to a post-industrial society and there-
fore such changes arelinevitabie. In the history of work, Dr. B11 reminds us
most people havg worked with nature as farmers in the pre-industrial ecoromy,

and with things and machines in the industrial world. In the post-industrial

economy, work increasingly involves know1edue and services. Thus today sove
27 m11110n people hold jobs producing goods while more than 60 million work in
serv1c¢s. Service JObS as in transportat1on, public utilities, and government
involve not a re]ationéhip with nature or things but relations betweeﬁ persons.
And so the shifts are vést and global but one Bibiical value must remain un-
changed = and that is the perennial wisdom that human beings 1live not just for
work, but that work must become meaningful and fu1f1111ng so that people can |

Ruvaats
Tive to realize their fu]1est4g1gn1tycfs—ﬂ1v1neiy-creaféd‘ﬁ“rsonaiainh_‘_
*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is Natioral Director of the Interreligious Affairs De-
partment of the American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly commentary over
HINS-He;tinghouse Brcadcasting System .
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October 26, 1976

ARCHBISHOP TRIFA: A CHALLENGE TO MORAL RESPONSIBILfTY,
LB

HINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI -MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

The presence of Romanian Orthodox Bishop Valerian Trifa as the representative
of the Orthodox Church of America on the general board of the prestigious National
Council of Churches has become the cause of significant strain and tension between
the NCC:and the Jewish commun@@y.

The heart of the issue é?nters on the fact that Bishop Trifa came to the United
States in July 1950 and in order to gain entry and later to become an American citizen,
he denied flatly in his written affidavits that he had been a member of the Romanian
Iron Guard, a Nazi-like storm trooper cadre. Membership in that facist body auto-
matically excluded him from our country. Bishop Trifa also denied that he was an
anti-Semitic agitator, and that he participated in a 1941 Iron Guard massacre of Jews
and Christians in Bucharest. In May 1975, the criminal division of the.U.S. Department
of Justice filed charges against Trifa, accusing him of 1ying to the American govern-
ment, and stipulating that he was in fact a Commandant of the Iron Guard and that
"he did participate in activit%s commencing in January 1941 which resulted in the
murder of Jews and Masons." é%ring an interview with Ralph Blumenthal of the New
York Times, Bishop Trifa was shown photographs of himself wearing the Iron Guard uni-
form and texts of anti-Semitic speeches which he delivered during which he said:
"Even if Adolf Hitler had done nothing else than wage this huge struggle of National
Socialism, which Teads to the unmasking of the fight against Judaism, he still would
have risen to great peaks of history, as he blazed a new path."

B1shop Trifa f1na11y admitted in a December 26, 1973, 1nterv1ew with the New
York Times that he had been a member of the fascist movement, and acknowledged that

he had in fact made ant1-Sem1t§c speeches which glorified Hitler. The responsibility

for desigg;tfﬁ;-Trifa to the Nitional Council rests with the Orthodox Church. But it



P

is inconceivable in Tight of this record, that the National Council of Churches
cannot find a way to suspend this acknowledged anti-Semite until the Immigration
Service tries him for deportation. Were Trifa a racist or a Ku Klux Klaner, would

the NCC have any doubts about his suspension?

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Director of the Interreligious Affairs Department
of the American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly commentary over WINS-Westinghouse
Broadcasting System.
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March 20, 1977
"UNIFICATION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY"
WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Thursday, March 24, in Albany, the New York Board of Regents will have before
it an application for a charter submitted by the Unification Theological Seminary.
That so-called Seminary, has been set up by the self-proclaimed Messiah, Rev. Sum
Myung Moon, for the ostensible purpose of training teachers for the Unification
Church. Should Rev. Moon's Seminary receive accreditation - by the Board of Regents,
that would not only confer on the Unification Church an aura of legitimacy, which
it desperately seeks, but it would alsc enable munitions manufacturer Rev. Moon
to obtain state and federal tuition grants for his students. In recent days, op-
position to giving the accreditation has become strong and widespread, especially
among education and seminary authorities in the Catholic, Protestant, Evangelical,
and Jewish communities. That opposition has nothing to do with a supposed fgar
of competition. It has everything to do with the fact that recent studies of
Rev. Moon's teachings document that his Unification Church's writings are filled
with anti-Christian, anti-Jewish, and anti-democratic bias. Quite incredibly,
the New York Board of Regents has declared that it is not :its respomsibility to be
concerned about the content of Rev. Moon's teachings. All it cares about are
technical matters, such as, peréonnel, library facilities, financing. By such
unbelievable amoral and intellectually irresponsible standards, it is not in-
concievable that the New York Board of Regents could accredit applications from
the Nazi party and the Ku Klux Klan. Maybe you can help the ﬁegents get some
common sense on this issue, if you would let them know how you feel about it,

before next Thursday.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Director of Interreligious Affairs of the
American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary over WINS-
Westinghouse Broadcasting System.
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On Moses, Jesus & human rights

My Dear Chairman Brezhnev:

OW THAT YOU have placed our
disappointed secretary of state
back on his aireraft, you would
do well, on this Palm Sunday to

check out Jesus on the thorny issue of
buman rights. You will, then, better un-
derstand why the “born.agaim” Presi-
dent Carter is not likely to walk away
from the question. _

Jesus who, you say? Come off I,
dear chairman. You have not forgotten

the strange exotic Man who, not sharing .

. your taste in expensive autos, rode into

. Jerusalem that first Palm Sunday morn-
: "ljnli on a donkey while all' the workers

' cheered

and waved their hammers and

‘sickles. That was really a week that

ghook the world. Look Him up .in the |

New Testament that youl placed some
“ago in the plain brown wrapper

" behind Chekhov's short stories.

Read in John 8, about the days he
-gpent In the capital city during the
Feast of the Tabernacles. You and I
would call it the harvest festival.

The city was wall-to-wall people. l’l_
was apother “no room .in the inn
scene. The local Elaine’'s was bursting
each night with intellectuals slyly show.
ing each other their newest manu-
scripts. The Suzy of the period was
overweight from covering dinner
-parties for the vicarious digestion of
her readers in the Jerusalem Herald. It
was all there: Vintage wing, not-so-vin-
tage women, and name bands. Almost
sounds familiar, doesn't it?

Jesus the Christ came walking out of
the Galilean Hills into the Big Apple.

(That’s what the mayor, who was up for |
reelection, kept calling the city, which |

was in some kind of fiscal trouble.)
Jesus wasn't about to pass up this
opportunity to teach the huge crowds
daily elbowing their way into the tem-
ple. He was anxious to get his nonvio-
lent revolution, a human rights revolu-
tion, on ‘the track. Time was rushing
him to a very violent end.

The Rev. Jumes Gilhooley is 1egional
director of Pax Christi, the [nterna
tionat Catholic Movement for Peace.

His text that morning was’
“Whatever you do for the least of my
brothers, you do for me.” Suddenly a
woman was dumped at His feet by men
wh» were not exactly members of His
fan club. The crowd tensed. The prelty
young woman was terrified; well she
might be. The self-appointed vice sqpad
had spent the dark hours looking into
other people's bedrooms. To their de
light they had found this woman in the
wrong bed. Of course her lover had got
away. Lucky fellow! The penalty for
aduitery was death. Stoning or, if you
were lucky, quick strangulation.

“Master, what would you have us
do?" A contract, as we say in flourish-
ing New York City, was out on Jesus.
Were He to release ber, He would vio-
late the law. And, unlike our own day,
the authorities reacted quickly against
law-breakers. But, if He were to de-
mand capital punishment, He would
contradict everything F . had just said
about the human rights of éach man
and woman.

But this Chairman was not about to
be had by the town's bully boys. With a
trace of a smile, He said, "'lel him
among you who is without sin be the
first to throw a stone at her.” As they
scrambled off, He said to hel_-: “Neither
do I condemn you. Go away.

E ARE told that in the USSR

“hit men are beating up on

people whose convictions, re-

ligious and otherwise, dif-

fer from the official line. In effect,
their most elemental rights are denied.

In this. holy season, when ‘each

Christian, even those of us not “born

again,"” reverences the divine fire in

every person, I join President Carter in

appealing to you not to condemn coun-

. trymen who disagree with you and yout

administration. Indeed, should they

.wish, let them go away.

In 1917, Lenin wrote: "The constitu- -

‘tion of Soviet Russia must ensure legal
rights for all citizens, regl:-ardless of sex,
creed, race or nationality.

If your Njkolai Lenin would have it
so, are you creally surprised that our
James Earl E’ﬁrtar cannot ask for any-
thing less from the present father of all
the Russians?

In Christ.

Falher James Gilhooley

By MARC TANENBAUM

HE SEARCH for peace and jus-
tice,” President Jimmy Carter
declared on March 17 before
the United Nations, “means

also respect for human dignity . . . No
member of the United Nations can
claim mistreatment of its citizens is
solely its own business. Equally, no
member can avoid its responsibilities to
review and to speak when torture or
unwarranted deprivation occurs in a

part of the world.” o

Those could well have been the
same jentiments that Moses, the Libera-
tor of the Israelites whose deeds we
celebrate this first day of Passover, felt
when he began his career as the fore-
most champion of human rights of his
times. “And it came to pass in those
days, when Moses was growing up, that
he went out unto his brethren, and look-
ed on their burdens; and he saw an
Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, one of his
brethren,” we read in Exodus, Chapter
2, Verse 11. Moses, who had grown up
In the luxury and isolation of the palace
of Pharaoh, saw for the first time a
poor Hebrew slave being flogged by the
lash of an Egyptian taskmaster. It was
more than he could bear. “And he
smote the Egyptian” because he obvlous-
ly felt that taking a stand against cruel
oppression and persecution was very
much his business.

While Moses was the adopted child
of Pharaoh's daughter, he was in fact
raised by his own mother, who educated
him in the sacred traditions of the He-
brew people. At the center of those
traditions was the belief in one God,
Creator of the Universe, in whose Di-

vine Image every human being was
formed. That tradition strengthened
Moses’ conviction that each human life
was sacred, of infinite worth, and that
no person could be used as a means for

somebody else’s end — not for building

pyramids, nor for terrorism, nor for
maintaining Idi Amin's repressive po-
lice state in Uganda.

770¢03
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Coming to those humane convictions
must have involved a terrific conflict of
conscience for Moses, for Moses grew
up in a palace environment in which
the Pharaoh was venerated as a -
king. Pharaoh was the source of all Jaw
never its servant. With a flick of his
royal finger, Pharaoh could destroy
human lives wholesale: “Every son that
is borx_: you shall cast into the river.”

Tragically, there are Pharaohs tod
in almost every part of the world, dllls,-
dainful of the value of human lives
callously violating human rights:
Amnesty International reports that
there are at least 60 nations in the
wolr"ld that regularly employ torture as
a ‘“standard administrative practice.”

: into his b:
looked on _their burdens.” rethren and

Scholars say that “grown up”
“when M_om becamcsgreat," ph.m::::
out to his people. Many leaders who
become great go away from their peo-
ple and their plight. Moses' greatness
resided in the fact that he went out
from the security of the Egyptian Pal-
ace into_ the brick fields where his peo-
ple toiled and suffered in cruel
bondage. He identified * with their
plight, stood up against Pharaoh, and
finally led them from bondage into
freedom — to Mt. Sinal, where former
slaves achieved the dignily of a “king.
dom of priests and a holy people.”

The Exodus is far from over for mil-
Ii_nns of people suffering from slavery,
violence, and oppression. They should
take heart, as should we, when Presi-
dent Carter, standing before the nations
of the earth declares, “The basic thrust
of human affaira points toward a more
universal demand for fundamental
human rights. The United States has a
historical birthright to be associated
with this process . .. We will be stead-
fast in our dedication to the dignity and

well-being of people throughout the
world.”

Moses would have been pleased with
Jimmy- Carter,

EN MOSES was
grown up,” the Bible
tells us, “he went out

Rabbi Tanemhawm is national interre-
ligious affairs director of the American
Jewish Committee,



May 15, 1977
"PRESIDENT CARTER REJECTS DEICIDE CHARGE"

WINS-WESTINGHOUSE BROADCASTING COMMENTARY

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, National Interreligious Affairs Director
of the American Jewish Committee

Several weeks ago, President Jimmy Carter conducted a Bible class at
the Fi;§svﬁgpgi§t_Chquh ;n_ﬂa§hinggqp during which he commented on the_rq}g”
of the Jewish people in the Crucifixion of Jesus. According to an Associated
Press report, the President seemed to have revived the ancient Christ-killer
charge. That ledto a reaction of widespread dismay and concern, not only among
many Jews but among Christiﬁn leaders as well. In response to literally
dozens of calls from rabbis and Jewish copmunities around the country asking
for clarification, I contacted members of the White House staff to relay these
concerns. The White House staff was most sympathetic and asked that I send
coples of positions taken on the subject by Catholic, Protestant, and Evan-
gelical bodies, which I did. At the same time, Rev. John Steinbruck, pastor
of the Luther Place Memoriai Churcﬁﬂin Washihgton, wrote President Carter
requesting that the President clarify his views. Last Friday, President
Carter wrote to Pastor Steinbruck a letter whose contents can only be des-
cribed as historic. The President declared that he regarded the charge of
collective Jewish responsibility for the death of Jesus.as falsé, and that
he joins with Christian leaders in rejecting that charge totally and decisively.
He also quoted a resolution of his church, the Southern Baptist Convention,
which' condemned "anti-Semitism as un-Christian.'" To that, President Carter

concluded, "I can only say 'Amen' with all my heart."

MHT:RPR
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October 2, 1977. o

"SIMCHAT TORAH 1977"

“ WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
%l -5 L\J d K"‘—S& 2N

Beginning tomoveow-npight, (the Jewish people throughout the world observe
the closing days of the eight~day festival of Sukkot or Tabernacles, climaxed
by Simchat Torah, which means literally, Rejoicing with_the Torah. Simchat
éorah is the merriest féstival'in the Jewish calendar year, dramatized by
the carrying of Torah scrollé= around the-synagogue seven times.in ;acred
procession. But the joy of the festivﬁl will be temperea this year by a
series of disturbing events. At the Unitéd ﬁations, the vérfal pogrom
against Israel has been 1aunched, with the charactefistic sélecti%e hypocriéy
that avoids even mention of the ongoing massacres 1n'ﬂganda 'the murder and

exile of millions in Cambodla and Vietnam, the terrorism in Argentlna, and

‘the suppression-of human rights in the Soviet Union and'elsewhere. Last

week, more than thirty Soviet Jewish activists voiced their fear that Soviet

"authorities are now trying to liquidate the Jewish emigration movement,

u;ing the césg'of.Anatoly Scharansky as their brutal club. Nor does the
Jewish mood take much comfort from President Carter's baptizing of the PLO
terrorists as a legitimgtglpartnef for néggtiatiOns.' The seveﬁ processions
of Torah scrolls this WEdneéday §ymbolizes not only Joshua's bringing down
the walls of Jericho, but expresses the hope as well that walls of hatred

and hypocrisy, will collapse throughout the world.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Interreligious Affairs Director of the
American Jewish Commlttee, presents a weekly religion commentary over WINS-
Westinghouse Broadcasting System.
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Dec. 28, 1977

1977 = THE YEAR OF EVANGELICAL-JEWESH RELATIONS
by Mare H.”Tﬁ;enbaum $ |
As the year winds down, media people wrap up ; they wrap up
the ten most important stﬁrias of the year, and reflect on tHeir -
posasible importance for the coming year, Without exception, every
wrap-up of 1977 prepared so far thet I have read, either in religious
or general journals, regards the meetings of & R=m@m Predident Sadat
of Egypt and Prime Minis<er Begin of Isrsel both in Jerusalem and
Ismalia as ﬁha most Important story of the year. And deservedly
so, for after thirty years of unremétting hostility and non-recognitidg
of Israel by the Arab nations,-tha visit of Sadat to Jerusalem
was little short of a human miracle,
But there was another important s tory of historic dimensions
- and that strangely enough went by virtually unnoticed by the
mass media, That story has t o do with the extraordignry response
of millions of Evangelical Christians who rallled in unparalleled
ways to the support of Isreel and of the Jewish community. There
were also p2antiful expressions of Catholic and liberal Protestantz
responses of support of Israel, but the Evangelicesl response was
some thing quite new and d@ramatic, |
It all really peaked after Oct. lst. That was when the
Carter Administration signed a jolnt agreement with the Soviet
Union on the Middle East. The major features of t hat agreement seemed
to invite the Soviet Unlon not only to serve cas co=ckbhirman of the
Proposed Geneva Conference, which they have a rightto do, but int¥itad
Russia to partiéipate in Implementing the peace agreement, Images
ofISoviet troops stationed outside the Church of the Holy Sepulchre,



. the Al Aksa Mosgue, and the Walling Wall - that's the images that

an Evangelical Christian leader saw and he was horrified by the
prospect. Small wonder, given the marvelous record of the Soviet Union
in def&dding religious liberty in Russia and in Eastern Europe.

The other feature of that agreement was one which spoke of legitimate
Palestinlan rights and implied a role for the PLb as the Palestinian
spokaéman. That mm too exercized Evangelical Christian 10543rs'bébause
they had just seen what the PLO did to themajor Christian presence in
Lebanon, ' |

Infuriated by the Oct, lst agreement, Evangelicél Christians
did momething they had seldom done fme before, They beceme involved
in taking publicly political positions on issues of peace and justice
in the Middle East.

On Oct. 28, the Rev. Dr., Billy Graham addressed agroup of 500
national Jewish leaders in Atlanﬁa, Geegria, the first time he had
ever spoken beofra’a major Jewish body such as the Americaﬁ Jewish
Cormittee, In his addifess that was obviously intended for his fellow
vorn-again Christian, President Jimmy Cafter,.Dr. Greham said that
the overwhelming majority of mwargx the Evangelical Christians in
America support the right of Israel to exist as well as her saftey
and secrulty. Referring to the Lebanon disaster for Christians, Be
Graham also sald that evangelical Christians are opposed to terrobism
as a denial of the sacred dignity of every human belng, and he called
on the Palestinian people to bring forth legltimate leaderahip committed
to pegce and coexistence with Isradl, His statement was carréed on the
front pages of the Atlanta Constition and in hundrede of other papers
around the country,.

h Theee days later agrdup of 15 Evangelical Chrstian leaders,
a virtual Who's Who of evangelicals, published a full-page ad in the
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New York Tiﬁas, the Washinhnton Post, and Some 20 other newspapers
in which they;declared their wholehearted solidarity with t he people
and the stabe of Israel, v \3

"Wwhile we are sympathetic to the human needs of all the peoples of
the Middle nga?, pird® we affirm as Evangelicaia:our be}déf in the
promise of téeﬁland tot he Jewls' people~ & prémise first maede to
Abraham an hrapa;éed throughout Seripte, a promise which has never
been abrog@ted. \

Tﬁ%y also declared, tthat We would view with grave concern any
effort to carva out of the historic Jewish homeland a other
nation’or»politifal entity, particualry one which would be governad
by terrq#igts;whose stated goal is the destruction of the Jewish state,

,Tﬁ;sg sé#timents of 50 million evangelical Chrstians 1it up
cngtles qf qp} ipﬁ?he hearts of millions of Jews in Israel and elsewhere,
That 1s hot to s%y that Jews are not consclous of other problems
withISGmeﬂgvangeiibals ~-= problems of conversion, problems of
trying ﬁb convert Americar into an evangelical netién, problems of
righb’ﬁing ulgraconcersative evangelicals who once formed the backbone
of the Ku Klux Klan,

' Buf’ghanges are taking place in Evangelical Christlianity. There is
today huch diversity and pluralism of views on politics, economiocs, and
even on conversion, But on thing theyecare egreed, and that there 1s
a biblical and historic basis to the existence of Israel and nog governmer
hasz a moral right to temper with that, And that attitude among the
fastest growing Christian movement in America is & really big story

of 1977, and promises to be am even bigger one in 1978



July 2, 1978
< Ly 4, 19780
WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE -
Proclaim 1ibert§_throughout the land unto all the inhabitants
thereof. That Biblical vefse that our nation's Founding Fathers en--.
éraved oﬁ the iiberty Bell will ﬁrobablylﬁé oné.bf the most frequently
quoted phrases dﬁring the féstive wbbéervances'this wéékgnd marking our
.égﬁﬁtry's.birthday. And it is right that it shouié be-s;-fbg'the Americé% “
s;ruggle.for independence siﬁply.éannnt be‘un3é£sfood.apégt.ffom it; fﬁotéd;

el

ness.in.thewBiblical and Hebraic values of 1i$erty and human"1ignify. The
ﬁeclération of Independence; adopted on July 4, 17?6, rgfers.fourhtimes‘té

a &iﬁine source as the foundation for-the n;tion's Eirth; All ﬁumén:beiﬁgs
_are'"éndqwed by their Creaééx;with cgﬁtaig_unalienable rights,f_ﬁﬁicﬁ capfbe
rneither given nor taken away by.any.other powers. 'InSPiredébfﬁ;ﬁé_Prophets

of Israel who were the first to stand against despofic moﬁércﬁgﬂihitﬁe aﬁcient
worid, ‘the Pomdide Pdieis of the NEEDBILc believeddi demonst;étéd'that'

7 a ;
a free people must be prepared to risk their lives and substanbé}tq'defénd

their rights. In recent days we learned of the cruel oppreséidpnbf"sbviet o

authorities who are clearly determined to uproot both Jewish aﬁquhristién
- A
human rights activists in Russia - Vladimir Slepak, Ida 'Nudel, Yuri Orlov,

Alexander Shavansky. It is some 200 years later, and theiLibertyfﬁéll re-

minds us that in a world of widening political oppression,: the stfuggie'to

make freedom prevail is still very much before us.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum who is National Interreligious Affairs Director of the
American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary over
WINS-Westinghouse Broadcasting System.
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August 6, 1978
“POPE PAUL VI
WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

* k k k k k¥ k k % k¥ k& &

The last time I saw Pope Paul VI was in Vatican City in 1975. The Pope
was pale, and tired from his érthritic condition, yet he had a genuine spiritual
radiance in his face.‘a warmth, which left a deep impression. The occasion of
our meeting was to discuss the present state of Catholic-Jewish relations in the
United States and in other parts of the wnr'lci. It was Pope John XXIII who
actually made the breakthrough in imprﬁving understanding between Catholics and
Jews through his calling Vatican Council II into being.. In October 1965, the
Vatican Council adopted almost unanimously a declaration which repudiated anti-
Semitism, and called for fraternal dialogue and mutual respect between the Catho-
Tic Church and the Jewish people. It fell to Pope Paul who officially promul-
gated that historic declarafion, to implement its principles. He personally:pro-
ceeded to appoint a special Vatican Commission on Catholic-Jewish Relations one
of whose lésting achievements is a set of far-reaching guidelines for revising
textbooks, liturgy, and promoting joint social just1ce.' While much leés publi-
cized, there also took place during his reign extensive interchange between

~— =scholars in Israél and in Vatican City. Above all, Pope Paul dedicated his
Papacy to world peace and human rights - causes that were equally cherished by
the Jewish people everywhere. We extend heartfelt condolencés to millions of
our Catholicneighbors in America and throughout the world over the loss of their

revered spiritual lTeader, Pope Paul VI.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Interreligious Affairs Director of the American
Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary over WINS-Westinghouse
Broadcasting System.
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0f profound importance was the fact that after Pope Paul.
visited Christian shrines in Jerusalem and saw first-hand how well
they had been cared for by the Israell Government, he abandoned the
Vatican's earlier policy calling for the internationalizatlon of
‘the clty of Jerusalem. In his audience with Golda Melr in January
1973 -- a most cordial audlence desplte newspaper reports to the
contrary -- he repcated his gratitude for Israel's safeguarding
of Christianity's holiest shrines.

While Pope John XXIII deserves the credit for beginning the
process of changing the Catholic Church's negative or ambivalent
attitudes towards Jews and Judaism, to Pope Paul VI belongs the
merit of personally creating the Vatican Secretariat for Catholic-
Jewlsh Relatlons, which 1s the first instrument in the Catholic
Church's history charged with specific responsibility for
translating ldeas into realities -- in revising textbooks,
liturgy, sermons, and promoting joint social actilon.

If you were to ask me what qualities meny Jews would like to
see in the next Pope, I think 1t would involve the best qualities of
both Pope John and Pope Paul. Pope John, the charismatic prophet
who proclaims fresh new visions of mutual respect. Pope Paul,
who translates those vislons into practical programs, not only
for Jews, but for the peace and unity of the whole human family.

)=



August 14, 1978

"POPE PAUL VI AND THE JEWS"
by Marc H. Tanenbaum
(Rabbi.Tanenbaum, national interreligious affairs director of the American
Jewish Committee and a pioneering leader in Jewish-Christian relations, was
the only Rabbi at Vatican Council II over which Pope John XXIII and Pope
Paul VI presided.)

I had the privilege of meeting Pope Paul VI on three separate occasions
" in Vatican City and in New York. The overriding impression that I carry with
me of the late Pope is that of a Eomplex, dedicafed, highl& iﬁte]leciﬁai-ﬁer-
son who. at the same time. was a deeply spiritual man. He was warmer than '
first appearances indicated, and he genuinely cared.for.huhah beings.

Pope Paul entered the diplomatic service of the Vatican.Secretariat of. .
State in 1925, five years after his_ovdinatipn: He spent most of his adult
life in Vatican City. He had, therefore, 1ittle opportunity to get to know
Jewish people, their religion and culture (or, for that matter, any of the
other major religious communities.) Vatican Council II, which flung open the
windows of the Catholic Church to the world outside Italy, became in effect
an extraordinary "on the job" training for Pope Paul to experience first-hand
that outside world, including the world of the Jewish people and Israel.

During World War II, as Monsignor Giovanni Battista Montini, the first group
of Jews he met were refugees from Nazi-dominated Central Europe. So he knew Jews
ﬁainly as victims in exile. That would tend to confirm some of the ancient im-
ages in certain traditions of Christian teaching of "the wandering Jews" who

suffered exile as punishment for not becoming Christians. But Pope Paul's



exposure to the pitiful plight of thousands of Jewish refugees from Nazism
.and fascism also undouhted]y heightened his awareness of the catastrophic-
effects of the war, as well as the demonic consequences of anti-Semitism.

From the time of his election as the 262nd Supreme Pontiff on June 21,
1963, until his death on August 6, 1978, Pope Paul ciear]y went through an
‘evolution in his attitudes toward Jews, Judaism, and the State of Isrée].
Some of his pronouﬁpements inevitably reflected his 1imited contact with
Jews and Judaism. Thus, in his first entycfica]-iééﬁéd-durfng_ﬂugust 1964,
Poﬁe Pau] invited.Jeﬁs, Muslims, and followers of "the Afro-Asiatic reli-
gions" to join with the Catholic Church in "defending common ideals of reli-
-gious-ijérty; human brotherhood, good culture, social welfare and civil
order."

But, in the same breath, he declared, "Toyalty requests us to declare
| ppen1y our convictibﬁrthat-there is onlyone true religion -- that of'Chris-
tiaﬁity. It is our hobe that a]I\who seek God and'addre'ﬁfh-hay'coﬁe.to .
acknowledge its trufh." Need1ess.to say, Muélims and Eastern religions were
..no happier with that attitude than were Jews who do not believe that their-
re1igioh is iﬁadequafe or unfulfilled. | . o .
# It is a genuine tribute, to Pobe Paul, howevef, thﬁfiﬁis hétﬁve intel-
lectual integrity and his genuine, if cautious, openness td new ideas and
ekperiences led him increasingly to mbdify his traditionalist views és hé:'
gained fresh insights. Some of his new insights began to emerge from his
growing nhmber of audiences with various Jewish leaders from 1963 through

1978.



His changing attitudes were perhaps most clearly expressed during one
of his first audiences, and in his last. Referring to the trauma.of.the Nazi
holocaust, Pope Paul on June 1, 1964, told an American Jewish-tommittee dele-
gation that he"strongly'dep1ores the horrible ordeals, the many trials and
sufferings, of which the Jews have been the victims in recent years."

Anticipating the Vatican Declaration adopted on October 28, 1965, whfch‘
condemned anti-Semitism and repudiated the false chargé of collective dewisﬁl
gui]t.for the death of Cﬁrist, Pope Paul then declared that he "does not be-
lTieve Jews should be held responsible for the death of Jesus"...and the Jewish
people should "never undergo any diminutibn in your human rights."

Finally, he spoke of his appretiation of Judaism in these words: "Our
particular consideration for the Jewish religious tradition with which Chris-
_tianixy 15.50 fntimateiynlfnkéd; énd f;6m ﬁhich-ituﬂehives~hepé for-irustjng
relations and for a happy future." The'POpé concluded the audience with a
b1essing to the AJC leaders, saying, "We wishnyou every favor from QOd whom
we invoke with all our hearts on your behalf and that of all those who gré |
; néar and déar to you." To underscore the significance of_hi;pdec]apation,_;
Papal authorities had the Pope's full text reprinted on the front page of'the

official Vatican newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano.

In his last address on Jewish-Christian relations, Pope Paul spoke even
more forthrightly of "the connections betweenldeszh_thoqght and phristian
thought," noting that in the past "there has been real and profound mutual
_esteém (between Christian and Jewish scholars) and a conviction that we had
something to learn from one another." Significantly, he reminded the Chris-

tian and Jewish leaders preéent at a January 10, 1975, reception for the Inter-
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national Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC), that he
had called on "all the faithful of the Catholic Church fo pay- heed in order
(in the words of the Vatican Guidelines of 1975) 'to learn by what essential
traits the Jews define themselves in the 1ight of their own religious experi-
ence'." _ |

~ Again, with a special warmth, Pope Paul exbressed to the Jewish leaders.
"and for your families, but widely still for the entire Jewish people our best
wishes for happiness and peace."

‘The most dramatic expression of his growing interest and appreciation of
Judaism as a source of religious insight and inspiration became manifest in
his study of several books on the Philosophy of Judaism by the late Rabbi
Heschel, with whom he developed a persona1 friendship. froﬁ fhe balcony of
St. Peter's Basi1ica,-in 1969, Pope Paul quoted from the texts of Rabbi
" Heschel's books and spoke of the spiritual treasures of Judaism which he com-
mended to the attention of the‘Cathd1i£ faithful before him. To.my-knbwledge.
that was the first time in 1,900 years that a reigning Pope cited a Rabbi
and texts of Judaism as a spiritual resource.

Similarly, with regard to Israel and Jerusalem. In January- 1964, the -
"pilgrim Pope" made a journey to the Holy Land. While many were troubled by
his diplomatic reticence in referring to Israel by name, the Pope's exchanges
with President Zalman Shazar were warm and mutually respectful, and left Israeli
authorities feeling extremely positive over his visit. His authorization of
Eugene Cardinal Tisserant to visit the Memorial Room of the Holocaust on Mt.
Zion and to Tight candles in memory of the Jewish victims of the Nazis during

World War II left a particularly forceful impression on the Jewish people.



Of profound importance was the fact that after Pope Paul visited Chris-
tian shrines in JerUsaiem and saw first-hand how well they had beeh cared for
by the Iseae1i Government, he-abandoned the Vatican's earlier policy calling
for the internationalization of the city of Jerusalem. In his audience with
Golda Meif in January 1973, -- a most cordial audience despite newspaper re-

" ports to the contrary -- he repeated his gratitude for Israel's safeguarding
of Chr1st1an1ty s holiest shr1nes

While Pope John XXIII deserves the cred1t for beg1nn1ng the process of
chang1ng the Cathol1c Church s negative or ambxvaTent att1tudes towards Jews
and Judaism, to Pope Paul VI belongs the merit of personally creating the
Vatican Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations, which is the first instru-
ment in the Catholic Church's hlstory charged with specific responsibility for
y trans'iatmg 1deas 1nto r'ea11t1ehs;. -~ in rewsmg textbooks, 1iturgy, sermons,
and promoting joint social act1onu _

If you were to ask me what qualities many Jews wou{d lfke to see in the
uﬁext Pepe I think it woufd inve1ve fﬁe besf qualities of both Pope Jehh and |
Pope Paul. Pope John, the charismatic prophet who proclaims fresh new visions
of mutual respect. Pope Paul, who translates those visions into practical pro-

grams, not only for Jews, but for the peace and unity of the whole human

family.
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September 17, 1978
“LEBANON'S TRAGEDY"
WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

The eyes of millions are riveted on Camp David this weekend hoping that
a dove of peace will flutter atop that summit. But that justified yearning
for peace, at Jeast the beginnings of a negotiated peace process, must not
be alicwed tu cbscure much longer the tragic massacre of thousands.of inno-
cent Christian and Muslim civilians in Lebanon that has been taking place,
especiélly during these past few days. Last week, Robert Basil, president of
the American Lebanese League, which claims a membership of two miilion, held
a press conference in Thﬁrmont, Maryland, during which he denounced the "bar-
barous Syrian occupation" of Lebanon and the incredible silence of the Western
world. Mr. Basil appealed to the leaders at Camp David for a declaration af-
firming Lebanon's territorial integrityand sovereignty as a Western-oriented
and pluralistic democracy, Earlier, Dr. Charles Malik, former Lebanése For-
eign Minister, joined Mr. Basil in testifying before a U.S. Senate subcom-
mittge during which they declared that Syria is intent on destroying the
Christian presence in Lebanon for the purpose of re-creating a Greater Syria.
Syria's alleged peace-keeping role, they said, is like asking the fox to
guard the chicken coop. Saying that he was neither pro-Zionist nor pro-Phal-
angist, Mr. Basil stated that if Israel's aid means the survival of the Chris-
tians in Lebanon, we fully support Israel's intervention for that purpose.
Beyond all the politics, the central moral issue is the saving of human lives

and the Lebanése have a right to ask, does anybody out there really care?

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Interreligious Affairs Director of the
American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary over WINS-
Westinghouse Broadcasting System.
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November 12, 1978
| "BAVARIAN CATHOLIC SYMPOSIUM"
e WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
ﬁABéI MARC H. TANENBAUM?_QF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

The Bavarian Cathol1c Academy is probably the most prestigious theo-
logical than tank of the Roman Catholic Church in GermanyfilNext Sunday,
November 19th, the Bavarign Academy will sponsor an all-day sympoSium in
Munich of major.Christian and Jewish scholars and leaders who will examine
sySfematically the relationship of Passion P1ays'to the development of anti-
Sémitiﬁm in Germany and in Christian-culture; Co-sponsored by the Academy
-and the American Jewish Committee, the symposium win—mark the first tfme
jn the history of Germany and of the Oberammergau Passion Play that the
negative images of Jews and Judaism in the crucifixion narratives will be
studied from theological, historical, liturgical, and sociological perspec-
tives.. This commentator will have both the privileae and the unparalled
opporfunity to present a paper on "The Role of the Passion Play in Fostering
Anti-Semitism Throughoﬁt History." Quite extrabrdinary is the fact thaf on
: fhe following day, I wif] be giving Seyera1 lectures on Jewish-ChristiénC:e1a-
tions in Oberammergau itself at~the invitation of Oberammergau vi]lagers.n'It
is also of significance fhét thé Wlest German Federal Republic has attached
such value to this potentially historic development that they have invited
us as official guéstsof the_German government to heet with them next week to
| discuss the géneraT staté of Nazism and efforts to.combaf'it; You'!ll hear more

from us about these developments as they unfald.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Interre11g1bus Affairs Director of the
American Jewish Committee presents a weekly re11g1on commentary over WINS
Westinghouse Broadcast1ng System.
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"' 1978 - A JEWISH PERSPECTIVE"
WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUW* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
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Aslthe calendar year 1978 came to an end, symboljc events in mid-
December captured the&ironies of the human condition and of the Jewish condi-
tion as well. There was much to confound and even grieve the human spirit,
and there were occasions for gladdening the heart. In December the Jewish
people throughout the world mourngd with Israel over the passing of this
noble matriarch who became a Iggeﬁd in her lifetime. Thén, in Scandinavia,
Israel's Prime Minister Menacﬂem Begin and Egypt's President Anivar Sadat's
representative received the Nobel Peace Prize, for a Middle East peace that
was tantalizingly near, yet elusive. At the same time, in Stockholm, the
Nobel Prize for'Literéture went to pixieish Fsaac Bashevis Singer. Altogether
four Jews won Nobel Peace Prizes, ﬁnderscoring the continuing and fundamental
Jewish contributions to the welfare of the entire human family through medecine,
physics, mathematics, and the humanities. It was a year in which NBC-TV's
"Holocaust" reached millions of people in America and in 12 other countries,
and a year in which relative indifference to Indochinese refugees and viola-
tion of human rights throughout the world demonstrated that humankind per-
_verse]y refused to learn anything meaningful from the Holocaust about opposing
tyranny and evil. Yet, paradoxically, Americawas not involved in any wars

anywhere, leading to a false sense that peace prevailed in the world. Clearly

. 1979, in the words of Chairman Mao, will find us all living in interesting

times, times that will desperately call for mutual understanding and mutuval

caring.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who 1s National Interrelicious Affairs Director of the

American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly commentary over WINS-Westinghouse
Broadcasting System.
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HOLOCAUST SERTES AND THE SOUL OF GERMANY '
By Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum* (1-26-79)

NEW YORK (RNS) -- Nothing -- no book, no TV documentary, no film,
no lecture -- has touched the soul of modern Germany on the moral
watershed tragedy of the Nazi holocaust as has the NBC-TV series,
"Holocaust." That dramatic but factual conclusion has emerged from
a series of overseas telephone calls that I have had with public
officials in West Germany, and in particular with leaders in the
village of Oberammergau, on January 25, following the viewing of the
second installment of "Holocaust."

Major American newspapers reported that some 13 million West
Germans, or 36 per cent of the viewing audience saw the second install-
ment of the TV production. That was more than double the predicted 15
per cent that were expected to watch the program over Westdeutscher
Rundfunk of Cologne, the regional station coordinating the telecasts.
The German officials I spoke with ssid that such figures were an
underestimate, and that, in fact, some 20 million people had seen the
second installment, That means one in three potential viewers were
exposed to the Holocaust account. "That audience broke every record
for regional television in Germany," one official told me.

More than 20,000 people called the WDR television offices
following the January 23 showing, and two-thirds of the callers were
in favor of "Holocaust" being televised in Germany. Many of the
viewers told the TV station authorities that they either could not go
" on watching it, and some said that they could not sleep and had to
take valium or sleeping pills, so powerful was the program's impact.

One authority told me, "The experience with the program already
has been quite extraordinary. Nobody, even the most sympathetic in
the TV industry, expected such an emotional reaction. It has staggered
everybody."

We then spoke with several people in the village of Oberammergau
who are involved in an effort to revise the anti-Semitic version of the
Oberammergau Passion Play scheduled for production in April 1980.

Hans Schwaighofer, director of the Rosner text of the Passion Play,
told us, "practically everybody in Oberammergau has watched the first
two installments of "Holocaust.' The impact has been tremendous.
There is a feeling of shock throughout much of Oberammergau. Many
people are walking around the streets of the village saying, 'God's
sake!# and shaking their heads in disbelief, How did we let that
happen?" :

- —— - ——

*Rabbi Tanenbaum is national interreligious affairs director
of the American Jewish Committee and was consultant to the NBC-
TV series of "Holocaust,"
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The Oberammergau Town Council has sent around a questionnaire
to all the villagers inviting them to sign up for the 1980 Passion
Play. In light of the shocked feeling in the village in the wake of
"Holocaust! many are refusing to answer the questionnaire, and it is
now being extended for another eight days. Several hunred of the _
younger villagers identified with the Rosner text have now indicated
that they will refuse to act in the Daisenberger version of the Passion
Play which has been condemned by Christian and Jewish authorities
alike as "structurally anti-Semitic.”

Some Oberammergau officials told us that they now hope that the
reaction to 'Holocaust! will play an important role in influencing
the rejection the anti-Jewish Daisenberger text of the play.

There were a good number of negative and hostile reactions
of Germang who asked, "Why reopen old wounds? We should forget all
this. It is enough time already." :

Heinz Galinski, head of the Jewish community in West Berlin,
said that "the reaction of the Jewish community througticut West
Germany had been positive," adding that he had received many calls
from Jews and non-Jews alike. There are about 27,000 Jews in West
Germany today, a tragic -remnant of the more than £090,0C0 Jews who
lived in pre-war Germany.

Mr. Galinski said the "timing of the showing was perfect. It
comes at a time when there is talk again of the Auschwitz lie,”
a reference to the Nazi effort to revise history and claim that the
genocide of Jews never took place, "when some students are making
jokes again about Jews, when the statute of limitations on Nazi war
crimes of murder is an issue and at a time when everybody seems to
be preaching !let us forget,!'"

Perhaps the most significant response of all to "Holocaust"
was that of Chancellor Helmut Schmidt., In a debate in the lower house
of the West German Parliament on January 22, Chancellor Schmidt com-
mended the "Holocaust" TV series, said the film is a "must" in con-
nection with the current controversy over extending the legal time
limit under which Nazi war criminals can be prosecuted." He added that
the series encourages critical and moral reflection" which "is -
important in view of the decision each of us must make for himself
in the course of this year on the statute of limitations."

Paradoxically, the nine-hour series on "Holocaust" could achieve
its most powerful dramatic impact and success among the people whom
we had feared would be the most resistant to its narrative and its
message, .

Based on the impact already registered, the American Jewish
Committee now plans to carry out as systematic study of responses to
the entire series in Germany as well as in the 15 other countries in
which the film is being shown, and then an intensive follow-up educa-
tional program in German religious and secular school systems.

Having labored in this project with NBC-TV and Titus Productions
for more than a year as their Jewish technical cconsultant, I have no
hesitation in saying that if this "Holocaust" series had achieved
nothing other than the impact that it has already had in Germany, it
more than justified all the investment of time and energy in helping
bring its message before millions of Germans who might otherwise have
avoided or repressed facing the greatest human tragedy in the twen-
tieth century.
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January 28, 1979
"HOLOCAUST" SERIES AND THE SOUL OF GERMANY

by Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, National Interreligious Affairs Director of
the American Jewish Committee and consultant to the NBC-TV series on "Holocaust".

Nothing - no book, no TV documentary, no film, no lecture - has touched the
soul of modern Germany on the moral watershed tragedy of the Nazi holocaust as has
the NBC-TV series, "Holocaust." That dramatic but factual conclusion has emerged
from a series of overseas telephone calls that we have had with public officials
in West Germany, and in particular with leaders in the village of Oberammergau, last
Thursday (Jan. 25) following the viewing of the second installment of “Holocaust."

Major American newspapers reported that some 13 million West Germans, or 36
percent of the viewing audience saw the second installment of the TV production.
That was more than double the predicted 15 percent that were expected to watch the
program over Westdeutsche Rundfunk (WDR) of Cologne, the regional station coordina-
ting the telecasts. The German officials we spoke with said that such figures were
an underestimate, and that, in fact, some 20 million people had seen the second in-
stallment. That meansone in three potential regional viewers were exposed to the
Holocaust account. "That audience broke every record for reg10na1 television in
Germany," one otficial told me.

More than 20,000 people called the WDR television offices following the Tues-
day night showing, and two-thirds of the callers were in favor of "Holocaust" being
televised-in German. Many of the viewers told the TV station authorities that they
either could not go on watching it, and some said that they could not sleep-and had
to take valium or sleeping pills so powerful was the program's impact.

One authority told me,"The experience with the program already has been quite
extraordinary. Nobody, even the most sympathetic in the TV 1ndustry, expected such
an emotional reaction. It has staggered everybody."

We then spoke with several people in the v111age of Oberammergau who are in-
volved in an effort to revise the anti-Semitic version of the Oberammergau Passion
Play scheduled for production in April 1980. Hans Schwaighofer, director of the
Rosner text of the Passion Play, told us, “Practically everybody in Oberammergau
has watched the first two instaliments of 'Holocaust.' The impact has been tremen-
dous. There is a feeling of shock throughout much of Oberammergau. Many people are
walking around the streets of the village saying, ‘God's sake!' and shaking their
heads in disbelief. . How did we let that happen?""

The Oberammergau Town Council has sent around a questionnaire to all the
villagers inviting them to sign up for the 1980 Passion Play. In light of the
shocked feeling in the village in the wake of 'Holocaust' many are refusing to
answer the questionnaire, and it is now being extended for another eight days.
Several hundred of the younger villagers identified with the Rosner text have this
week indicated that they will refuse to act in the Daisenberger version of the
Passion Play which has been condemned by Chr1st1an and Jewish authorities alike as
"structurally anti-Semitic.'
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Some Oberammergau officials told us that they now hope that the reaction to
'Holocaust' will play an important role in influencing the rejection” of the anti-
Jewish Daisenberger text of the play.

There were a good number of negative and hostile reactions of Germans who
asked, "Why reopen old wounds? We should forget all this. It is enough time
already."

Heinz Galinski, head of the Jewish community in West Berlin, said that "the
reaction of the Jewish community throughout West Germany had been positive,"
adding that he had received many calls from Jews and non-Jews alike. There are
about 27,000 Jews in West Germany today, a tragic remnant of the more than
500,000 Jews who lived in pre-war Germany.

Galinski said the "timing of the showing was perfect. It comes at a time
when there is talk again of the Auschwitz 1ie," a reference to the Nazi effort to
revise history and claim that the genocide of Jews never took place, "when some
students are making jokes again about Jews, when the statute of limitations on
Nazi war crimes of murder is an issue and at a time when everybody seems to be
preaching 'let us forget.'"

Perhaps the most significant response of all to "Holocaust" was that of
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt. In a debate in the lower house of the West German Parlia-
ment on Monday, Chancellor Schmidt commended the "Holocaust" TV series, said the
film is a "must" in connection with the current controversy over extending the
legal time 1imit under which Nazi war criminals can be prosecuted." He added that
"the series encourages critical and moral reflection" which "is important in view
of the decision each of us must make for himself in the course of this year on the
statute of limitations."

Based on the impact already registered, the American Jewish Committee now
plans to carry out a systematic study of responses to the entire series in Germany
as well as in the 15 other countries in which the film is being shown, and then
an intensive follow-up educational program in German relfgious and secular school
systems.

.+ Having labored in this project with NBC-TV and Titus Productions for more
than a year as their Jewish consultant, I have no hesitation in saying that if
this “Holocaust" series had achieved nothing other than the impact that it has
already had in Germany, it more than justified all the investment of time and
energy in helping bring its message before millions of Germans who might other-
wsie have avoided or repressed facing the greatest human tragedy in the twentieth
century. e
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February 11, 1979 |
"HUMAN RIGHTS IN ISRAEL"
* WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE -

"The function of the press is very high. It is almost ho1&.(rlt ought
to serve as a forum for the people, through which the people may know freely
what is going ORT/ To misstate the news is a breach of frust." Those com-
pelling words were written more than a half century ago by the great Supreme
Court Justice.Louis Brandeis, and they repreéent a stern judgment against
those newspapers which carried Eﬁ?; week sensationalized stories about the
alleged violation by Israel of the human ﬁights of Palestinians. The Wash-
ington Post, and \in a lesser flamboyant waf} the New York Times, breached
that public trust when they flashed across their front pages stories alleg-
ing the use of torture and sadism against Palestinian terrorists by Israelis,
without providing alsing1e shred of objective empiricé] evidence. Later on,
it became knoéyfhat the stories were based on cables written by a U.S.
Foreign Service consul in East Jerusalem who had been engaged to a PLO ter-
rorist. That's like turning to Mata Hari~ as a source of information on the
ethics of the_Bible. Subsequently, both the Times and the Washington Post
wrote editorials acknowledging that while there may have been ugly episodes
in the past, resulting from threats to Israel's security, the record of
Israel has been exemp1ary with extremely high standards of justice and human
rights. But these denials seldom catch up with the original charges, and

the damage to public trust, as wé11 as to the atmosphere needed for peace

in the Middle East, has taken its unfortunate toll.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Director of Interreligious Affairs of the
American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary over WINS-
Westinghouse Broadcasting System.
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March 18, 1979
"POPE JOHN PAUL II'S FIRST AUDIENCE WITH JEWS"
WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
.IRABBI MARC H. TANENBAUMf OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

- e e e wm e e e e

"As a sign of the understanding and fraternal love already achieved, let me
ekpress again mj cordial welcome and greetings to you all with that word so
rich in meaning, taken from the Hebrew language, which we Christians also use
in our liturgy: Peace be with yéu, Shalom, Shalom!" With those warm words
Pope John Paul II concluded hisaédressbefore his first_official meeting with
world Jewish Teaders last Mondgy (March 12). Held in the resplendent Apostolic
Palace in Vatican City, this significant audience between the new Pope and
Jewish leaders from Europe, Israel, Latin America, and the United States was
characterized by deep mutual respect and personal warmth. In his formal
address, Pope John Paul II spoke of the close relatedness of Christianity to
Judaism and he called for strong efforts to foster fraternal dialogue and
fruitful collaboration between Catholics and Jews throughout the world. This
Polish Pope then forcefully repudiated all forms of anti-Semitism and discrim-
ination as opposed to the very spirit of Christianity. 1In response to the
statement by the Jewish spokesman, Philip Klutznick, regarding the religious
importance of Israel to the Jewish people, the Pope said he would do every-
thing in his power for the peace of that land. During our personal conversa-
tions with Pope John Paul, Israeli representatives brought him greetings from
Israel. "Israel, I want to come there soon." He will be as warmly welcomed

in the Jewish State as we were received in Vatican City.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Interreligious Affairs Director of the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary over WINS-Westing-
house Broadcasting System. _
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April 1, 1979
| | MOFFICIAL JEWISH VISIT WITH CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT"
WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUN* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

A new chapter in the history of re]ationships between West Germany
and the Jewish people quite possibly was opened last week when the Bundestag
began its debate on abolishing the statute of limitations on Nazi ﬁar criminals
and murderers generally. This past Thursday, an American Jewish Committee dele-
gation, led by its President Richard Maass, was privileged to take part in events
marking that potential historic turning point. As official guests of the Federal
Republic of Germany, we sat in the Bundestag, the lower house of Germany's parlia-
ment, to witness the beginning of the three-month debate on bringing criminals
and Nazis to justice. Before a ga11erylf113ed with German citizens, including
many young people, German parliamentarians of the ruling Social Democratic Party
and the opposition Christian Democratic Union addressed the issue of Nazi war
crimes in a mood of heightened moral seriousness. While there were real differ-
ences in the 1egé] approaches of how to deal with the Nazis and other murderers,
it was clear that the vast majority of the ParTiamentary leaders shared the firm
~conviction of Chancellor Helmut Schmidt who told the Bundestag, "The deliberate
destruction of human 1ife cannot be undone by the passage of time," and there
must be continued prosecution of Nazi war criminals. Last Thursday, we met with
Chancellor Schmidt in Bonn and discussed with him in a warm and direct spirit
a whole rangekrfissues, from Nazis to the Israel-Egypt peace treaty which he
strongly supports, to human rights, Salt II, and fjghting inflation. Following
our meétings with numerous German governement, political, and religious leaders,
we are convinced that there is a new consciousness of moral commitmenf to democ-

racy in Germany, and that is to be as much as encouraged as it is to be welcomed.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is National Interreligious Affairs Director of the American
Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary over WINS-Westinghouse
Broadcasting System.
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RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE -10-  TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2%, 1979
POPE JOHN PAUL II'S VISIT -- A JEWISH PERSPECTIVE
By Marc H, Tanenbaum#¥

NEW YORK (RNS) -- There is more than a surface symbolism in the
fact of Pope John Pzul II's arrival in the United States on Yon.
Kippur, the Day of Atonement, the Most solemn day in the Jewish year.
For on Yom Kippur, a day of fasting, repentance, and renewal of
hope, the Jewlsh people throughout the world erticulate their
deepest values and aspirations for the redemption of the Jewlsh
people, of Isreel, and of the entire human family.'

"And ray all wickedness be consumed as a flame," Jews pray on
this day, "and nay evil rule be removed from the earth," How is evil
in the world to be overcome? The Jewish prayer book proposes as an
answer, "May all Your (God's) children unite in one fellowship to
@ Your will with a perfect heart.,"

Pope John Paul II comes to theae ghores at a time when the
Anerican people, and particularly the Jewish Jpeople, feel deeply
troubled about "the wickedness and evil rule" in the world. At
Canp David on July 10th. I joined a group of ten religious leaders
in discussing with President Jimmy Carter and his top aides

"the Malaise of Awmerica" and "the crisis of confidence.“ For
Anericans, this pervasive anxlety and downbeat mood may well be

en accumulated response to the shocks of Vietnam, Watergate, the
ssassinations of the Kennedys and Martin Luther King -~ a gloom now
deepened by the economic decline and the OPEC-induced oil crisis,

For American Jews who, as Dorothy Parker sald, are like
everybody else but more so, there is the additional emotional
burden these days of watching incredulously as elements in our
Government and some public personalities fall all over themselves
to embrace and legitimatize the PLO assassins, people who dally
muorder, bomb and terrorize innocent civilians, men, women, and
children,

Add to that dispiriting mood the Passion Play of Andrew Young --
the first black Ambassador to the United Nations who is percelved as
martyred, and the fact that some demagogic leaders resort to raw,
blatant, racist anti-Semitism trotting out the ancient and
discredited canard of collective Jewish guilt -~ "the Jews
crucified him." And the President of the United States finally
tells the truth, namely, that "the Jews" did not crucify Andy Young
who foreordained his resignation by his own conscious actions,
Meanwhile, the collective Jewish guilt charge has become
established as a dogmatic verity in much of the black consciousness
and will be as difficult to overccme as the original "Christ killer"
canard,

(more) PAGE -10-

*Rabbl Tanenbaum is national 1nterreligious arfaira .
director of the American Jewish Committee. He met with Pope John
Paul II in March 1979 in Vatican City.
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Overarching these domestic troubles, Pope John Paul II comes to
the United Nations at a time when the entire human family feels in
its bones a universal malaise, The insane proliferation of nuclear
weaponry finds the United States and the Soviet Union bristling with
the capacity to destroy the four billion people of the earth 20 times
over, There 1s now the real possibility of igniting a global
Auschwtiz, We are, in fact, the first generation to be told that
we may be the last,

The natlons of the earth spend more than $400 billion a year to
maintain armies but cannot find the means nor the wisdom nor the
compassion to save some 800 million human beings from starvation and
hunger, Science and technology, long venerated as unambiguous
sources of material blessing, also fill the earth with toxic
pollution and nuclear radiation; unguided Skylabs and crashing
DC 10s careen dangerously around us, The implements of advanced
technology are daily employed by a growing band of military
dictatorships to enforce their totalitarian rule through
systematlc torture and massacre of millions of human beings --
Cambodia, Uganda, Vietnam, Ireland, Argentina, the Soviet Uniocn,

It is as 1f the world has gotten out of control.

Against that bleask cosmic background, it 1s little wonder that
there is such widespread expectation assoclated with the pope's
visit, Pope John Paul ITI experienced in his personal l1life the
barbarism, the suffering, and dehumanization of Nazl racism and
anti-Semitism. He responded to that evil rule by helping to save
Jewlsh llves in Poland during World War II. He stood courageously
against the Polish Communists who destroyed Jewlsh homes and
cemeteries in their orgy of anti-Jewish hatred, and he fought
effectively for human rights -- for religious liberty, the right
to educate children religiously; the right to-emigrate eand
reunite families, -

When I first met Pope John Paul II on March 12th in Vatican
City, together with other Jewish leaders, I was deeply impressed by
" his intellectual acuity, his deep spirituelity, hils sensitive
respect for Judalsm and the Jewlsh people, his abhorrence of
racial and religious hatred, hls grasp of the real world, his
respect for the human dignity of all people, above all, his
hope. Such a commanding personality has the capaclty to call the
world to its senses -—- to turn away from nuclear disaster and
moral anarchy and to turn toward human unity. 211 of us have a stake
in that urgent message belng heard and acted upon, while there is
still time to avert global catastrophe,

In his first officilal statement of his personal attitudes on the

relation of the Catholic Church to the Jewlsh people, Pope John
Paul II told us:

"I believe that both sides (Christians and Jews) must continue
thelr strong efforts to overcome difficultles of the past, so as to
fulfill God's commandments of love, and to sustaln a truly fruitful
and fraternal dlalogue that contributes to the good of each of the
partners involved and to our better service of humanity,"

And the pope concluded, "As a sign of understanding and fraternal
love already achleved (between Christians and Jews), let me express
again my cordial welcome and greetings to you all with that word so
rich in meaning, taken from the Hebrew language, which we Christians
also use in our ILiturgy: Peace be with you, Shalom, Shaloml"

That message of Shalom -- of peace, of mutual respect, of love,
of human solidarity -~ uttered by this charismatic pope in a troubled,
even threatened world -- could not come at & more opportune time not
cnly for America but for the world at large, ‘

-0- PAGE -11-





