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Marc Tanenbaum

THE RECENT announcement
from Warsaw by several Jewish indi-
viduals declaring their intention "‘to
conserve and preserve the decaying
bui[ding‘s and exhibits at Ausch-
witz” would seem to be an honour-
able objective.

The association of the name of
former U.S. ambassador to Austria
Ronald Lauder with that project
would lend credibility to its noble
purpose. From my own visits and
experiences in Europe, [ know first-
hand that through his foundation,
Lauder has made notable contribu-
tions in helping rebuild synagogues
and provide cultural centres for East
European Jews, among other acts of
generosity.

But the announcement of the
Auschwitz preservation project has
triggered a behind-the-scenes dis-
cussion among Jewish leadership
| which is yet to surface. The issues
have to do with process and timing.

Auschwitz is not a synagogue or a_
cultural centre. It is the anguished
morz| inheritance of all Jews of the
20th century, and of the generations
that will follow.

A wide range of Jewish leaders
have told me that no one involved in
launching this historic project has
consulted them. None of the major
Jewish survivor groups, which in-
clude numerous Auschwitz survi-
vors, were invited to share their
views in advance. [t would be tragic.
indeed. if this sensitive project were
0 deteriorate into a public conflict
among Jews over such real issues as:

What should be the nature of the
conservation project? Is it at all wise
to remodel the gas chambers and
bunkers, or allow them to stand as
raw testimonies to the original Nazi
brutalities?*Is there a danger that
Auschwitz will be made into a shrine
- the very objection that Jews held
. against the Catholic convent there?
Will it become a tourist site with
manicured gardens and picnic
grounds, much as Dachau has
become?

Representative Jewish leaders.
especially from the Holocaust survi-
vor groups, have not only a right but
a duty to make their views known on
how they wish to see Auschwitz pre-
served for the future.

It is not too late to begin that
process of responsible discussion
‘and decision-making that will affect
the soul of world Jewry for
generations.

The author is international relations
consultant to the American Jewish
Comirutiee, and is immediate past
presideni of the International Jewish
Committee for Interreligious
Consultations.

The Jewish World page is edited
by Charles Hoffman.
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Opiniom
The 1990s -- Challenges And Opportunities

By MARC H. TANENBAUM

In speculating on what the upcoming 1990s
might hold for the Jewish people, Dorothy
Baker's well-known bon mot comes to mind:
"Jews are like everybody else, only more so!”

No serious reflection on Jewish interests in
the 1990s can take place without locating
them within the geopolitical forces of East-
West and North-South relations.

The massive revolutions for democracy and
in opposition to the ancient regimes of Com-
munist tyranny will have fateful, and ambigu-
ous, consequences not only for European
Jewry, but for Jews everywhere, and especially
for Israel.

Glasnost and perestroika will continue to
result in massive emigration for Soviet Jewry,
probably the dominant human issue for world
Jewry in the 1990s. The challenges to finan-
cial and human resources for resettlement will
be monumental and will call for unparalleled
commitment and patience. The provision of
Jewish religious, cultural and educational sup-
port for the million-plus Jews who opt lo
remain in the Soviel Union will be a parallel
commanding Jewish concemn.

Glasnost has made possible unprecedented
freedom of speech in the Soviet Union and in
the East European countries, and certainly that
human right is to be welcomed by Jews. But
now, right-wing, nationalist and bitterly anti-

Semitic groups, foremost among them the
Pamyat, are beginning to have a field day in
spewing out their anti-Jewish bile. Echoes of
that historic anti-Jewish bias now circulates in
the cultural bloodstreams of Poland, Hungary,
East Germany, Rumania and the other for-
merly Communist tyrannies.

Knowledgeable and skillful Jewish leader-
ship will have their hands full counteracting
both the anti-Semitic and anti-lsrael biases
which have surfaced on both sides of the
collapsed Iron Curtain. -

The Vatican, which has quietly emerged as
a major architect in mobilizing the anti-Com-
munist forces in Eastern Europe, could play a
constructive role in countering the religion-
based anti-Semitism — that is, if Jews do nol
manage to alienate the Vatican completely by
strident, reckless attacks on the Pope and the
Catholic Church when a moderate, diplomatic
strategy would prove to be far more effective in
the Jewish interest.

World Jewry will also have to be vigilant over
the potential negative impact of a reunification
of East Germany with the Federal Republic of
West Germany. Four decades of the GDR's
hostility toward Israel and its pro-PLO, pro-
terrorist activity could become a serious nega-
tive influence on West Germany's positive
attitudes toward Jews and Israel. Watch that
closely in the 1990s.

The North-South coordinate's impact on
Jews and Israel is nowhere more dramatically
shown than in the current surrealistic drama in
Panama. While the Panamian struggle was, in
general, a conflict between U.S. and pro-
democratic forces and Noriega's drug-sustained
tyranny, when the looting started, Panamian
Jewish shopkeepers and business-people got
the worst of it. Undoubtedly, Latin American
Jewry will look increasingly to their North
American co-religionist for appropriate aid,
both political and economic.

As my mother of blessed memory used to
say to describe a special Jewish pleasure; “A
Jewish pleasureis a cool Yom Kippur.” lworry
with my fellow Jews, whether the 1990s with
all its upheavals might not be a "cool Yom
Kippur.”

(Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is interna-
tional relations consultant to the American
Jewish Committee and is Immediate past
chairman of the International Jewish Com-
mittee for Interreligious Consullations.)
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Prospects for New Year

, By MARC H. TANENBAUM
| NEW YORK—In speculating
‘on what the upcoming 1990s
| might hold for the Jewish people,
. Dorothy Baker's well-known bon
| mot comes to mind: “Jews are like
“everybody else, only more so!”

No serious reflection on Jewish
interests in the 1990s can take
place without locating them
within the geopolitical forces of
East-West and North-South rela-
tions.

The massive revolutions for
democracy and in opposition to
the ancient regimes of Communist
tyranny will have fateful, and
ambiguous, consequences not
only for European Jewry, but for
Jews everywhere, and especially
for Israel.

Glasnost and perestroika will
continue to result in massive emi-
gration for Soviet Jewry, probably
the dominant human issue for
world Jewry in the 1990s. The
challenges to financial and human
resources for resettlement will be
monumental and will call for
unparalleled commitment and
patience.

The provision of Jewish reli-
gious, cultural and educational
support for the million-plus Jews
who opt to remain in the Soviet
Union will be a parallel command-
ing Jewish concemn. i

Glasnost has made possible
unprecedented freedom of speech
in the Soviet Unionand in the East
European countries, and certainly
that human rightis to be welcomed
by Jews.

But now, right-wing, national-
ist and bitterly anti-Semitic
groups, foremost among them the
Pamyat, are beginning to have a
field day in spewing out their anti-
Jewish bile. Echoes of that historic
anti-Jewish bias now circulates in
the cultural bloodstreams of Po-
land, Hungary, East Germany,
Rumania and the other formerly
Communist tyrannies.

Knowledgeable and skillful
Jewish leadership will have their

hands full counteracting both the
anti-Semitic and anti-Israel biases
which have surfaced on both sides
of the collapsed Iron Curtain.

The Vatican, which has quietly
emerged as a major architect in
mobilizing the anti-Communist
forces in Eastem Europe, could
play aconstructive role in counter-
ing the religion-based anti-Semi-
tism—that is, if Jews do not man-
age to alienate the Vatican com-
pletely by strident, reckless at-
tacks on the Pope and the Catholic
Church when a moderate, diplo-
matic strategy would prove to be
far more effective in the Jewish
interest.

World Jewry will also have to
be vigilant over the potential nega-
tive impact of a reunification of
East Germany with the Federal
Republic of West Germany.

Four decades of the GDR's
hostility toward Israel and its pro-
PLO, pro-terrorist activity could
become a serious negative influ-
ence on West Germany's positive
attitudes toward Jews and Israel.
Watch that closely in the 1990s.

The North-South coordinate’s
impact on Jews and Israel is no-
where more dramatically shown
than in the current surrealistic
drama in Panama.

While the Panamanian struggle
was, in general, a conflict between
U.S. and pro-democratic forces
and Noriega's drug-sustained tyr-
anny, when the looting started,
Panamanian Jewish shopkeepers
and business-people got the worst
of it. Undoubtedly, Latin Ameri-
can Jewry will look increasingly
to their North American co-re-
ligionists for appropriate aid, both
political and economic.

As my mother of blessed mem-
ory used to say to describe a spe-
cial Jewish pleasure; “A Jewish
pleasure is a cool Yom Kippur.” I
worry with my fellow Jews,
whether the 1990s with all its up-
heavals might not be a “cool Yom

Kippur.” Q
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‘Sees Tutu Exhibiting
Anti-Jewish Attitude

By MARC H. TANENBAUM

(Copyright 1890, JTA, Inc.)

NEW YORK — 1 first met
Desmond Tutu, the Anglican arch-
bishop of South Africa and Nobel
laureate, in his church in October
1985. Helen Suzman, the..feisty
anti - apartheid leader in South
Africa’s parliament, arranged for
an American Jewish Committee
delegation to meet with Tutu for a
frank discussion about apartheid
and black-Jewish relations.

After the usual courtesies, the
archbishop launched into a long
lecture to us about how apartheid
is the equivalent of the Nazi Holo-
caust, and the Jews are spectators
to the black tragedy. 3

Suzman — as did we all —
bristled with anger. She was the
first member of the South African
parliament to campaign against
the evils of apartheid more than a
quarter century before Tutu was
on the scene. She also organized
the first liberal party in South
Africa to combat apartheid.

"Listen, Desmond,” Suzman
said, "I have devoted my entire life
and career to battling against
apartheid. Terrible and tragic as is
apartheid, it is no way the equi-
valent of the Nazi Holocaust which
tried to destroy physically the en-
tire Jewish people. I wish you
would stop exploiting that great
Jewish tragedy for your purposes.”

Tutu seemed to be embarrassed

and remained silent for awhile.

But he obviously has not re-
mained silent since then. He has
consistently expldited Judaism and
the Jewish historic experience. I
am not sure whether he Feally
believes what he has been saying
about Jews and Judaism, or whe-
ther he is cynically distorting —
even raping — Jewish sancta for
his own dramatic purposes.

Early Form of Apartheid

In 1984, in an address before the
Jewish Theological Seminary in
New York, he asserted that aparth-
eid owes its origins to the Holy
Temple of the Jews in Jerusalem.
The temple courtyard, which sepa-
rated Gentiles from Jews, was the
earliest form of apartheid, Tutu
said. So what about the courtyards
that separated priests from Le-
vites, from Israelites, men from
women? Did that make the Jews

protein - 321([)&{)1.

anti-Semitic?

Then, he freely spoke about the
"arrogance of Jewish power" and
"the Jewish lobby." Tutu seems to
have memorized the Protocols of
the Elders of Zion as well as he has
the Bible.

Now, on his latest visit to Israel,
he flamboyantly calls for the crea-
tion of a Palestinian state, and
calls on the Jews to forgive the
Nazis. Support unconditionally for
a PLO-dominated state is another
irresponsible monkey wrench
tossed gratuitously into the deli-
cate peace process that is painsta-
kingly being put together.

And while affronting Jews for
not forgiving the Nazis sounds very
Christian, I have not yet heard
Archbishop Tutu eall on 23 million
blacks in South Africa to forgive
the racist Afrikaaners.

Indeed, this self-styled disciple of
Martin Luther King and Mahatma
Gandhi declared on Jan. 25, 1986,
in New York, "I believe there are
situations where one has to use
force.”

Examining the record of Arch-
bishop Tutu’s declarations over re-
cent years, I have come to the
conclusion that his mind-set is that
of the medieval Christian tradition,
which believed that Jews are mor-
ally exhausted and that Christiani-
ty has come to supersede Judaism
as a "superior” form of religion.
Thus, we see it is classic anti-
Judaism which feeds his consistent
pattern of anti-Jewish attitudes.
Some Nobel Peace Prize laureate!

Biologist's Finding

REHOVOT — A hole in the
ozone layer in the earth’s atmos-
phere over Israel would wreak ha-
voc with the small nation’s ability
to grow food crops. That’s the find-
ing of a Weizmann Institute mole-
cular biologist who has studied the
impact on plant life if the skies
over larael were to suddenly stop
filtering out most of the ultraviolet-
B rays of sunshine. With 20 min-
utes the mid-day Middle Eastern
sun would begin disrupting, thanks
to the UV-B rays, a green plant’s
ability to carry out photosynthesis,
according to Weizmann Prof. Mar-
vin Edelman. The trouble, he
found, would be with the plant’s
capacity to synthesize an essential

—_——
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Archbishop Tutu's commenis demand reply

BY MARC H.
TANENBAUM
(Copyright 1990,

Jewlsh Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

NEW YORK—I first met
Desmond Tutu, the Anglican
archbishop of South Africa and
Nobel laureate, in his church in
October 1985. Helen Suzman,
the feisty anti-apartheid leader
in South Africa’s parliament,
arranged. for an American Jew-
ish Committee delegation to
meet with Tutu for a frank dis-
cussion about apartheid and
black-Jewish relations.

After the usual courtesies, the
archbishop launched. into- a
long leciure to us about how
apartheid is the equivalent of
the Nazi Holocmegt. and the
Jews are spectators to, the black
tl'agedy. . |

Suzman-—as did we all—
bristled with anger, ‘She was
the first member of the South
African parliament to campaign
against the evils of .:apartheid
more than a quarter century
before Tutu was on the scene.
She also organized the first lib-
eral party in ‘South "Africa to
combat apartheid.

“Listen, Desmond,” Suzman
said, “I have devoted my entire
life and career to battling
against apartheid. Terrible and
tragic es is apartheid, it is no
way the equivalent of the Nazi
Holocaust which tried to -de-
stroy physically the entire Jew-
ish . people. I wish you would
stop exploiting that 'great Jew-
ish tragedy for your purposes.”

Tutu seemed to be embar-
rassed and remained silent for
awhile.
~But he obviously has not
remained silent since then. He
has consistently exploited Juda-

ism and the Jewish historic

experience. I am not sure

_whether he really believes what

he has been saying about Jews
and Judaism, or whether he is
cynically distorting—even rap-
ing—Jewish sancta for his own
dramatic purposes.

In 1984, in an address before
the Jewish Theological Semi-
nary in New York, he asserted
that apartheid owes ils origins
to the Holy Temple of the
Jews in Jerusalem. The temple
courtyard, which separated
Gentiles from Jews, was the
earliest form of apartheid, Tutu
said. So what about the court-

ards that separated priests

m Levites, from Israelites,

men from women? Did that

make the Jews anti-Semitic?
Then, he freely spoke aboul

the *“arrogance of Jewish

{)uwer" and “the Jewish

obby.” Tutu seems to have -~

memorized the Protocols of the
Elders of Zion as well as he
has the Bible,

Now, on his latest visit to
Israel, he flamboyantly called
for the creation of a Palestinian
state, and called on the Jews to
forgive the Nazis. Support un-
cogﬁomllg for ?he PLO-domi-
nated state is another irrespon-
sible monkey wrench tossed
gratvitously into the delicate
peace process that is painstak-
ingly being put together.

And while affronting Jews for
not foriir\lring the Nazis sounds
very Christian, I have not yet
heard Archbishop Tutu call on
23 million blacks in South Af-
rica to forgive the racist Afri-
kaaners. .

Indeed, this self-styled dis-
ciple of Martin Luther King
and Mahatma Gandhi declared
on Jan. 25, 1986, in New

York, “I believe there are situ-
ations where one has to use
force."

Examining the record of
Archbishop Tutu’s declarations
over recent years, I have come
to the conclusion that his
mind-set is that of the medie-
val Christian’ tradition -vhich

believed that Jews are morally
exhausted and that Christianity
has come to superseded Juda-
ism as a “superior” form of
religion. Thus, we see it is
classic anti-Judaism which
feeds his consistent pattern of
anti-Jewish attitudes. Some
Nobel Peace Prize laureate.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
is international relations con-
sultant ot the American Jew-
ish Committee and is imme-
diate past chairman of the
International Jewish Commit-
tee for Interreligious Consul-
tations,
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Archbishop Tutu Holds
Anti Jewish Mind-Set

BY MARC H. TANENBAUM
(Copyright 1990, Jewish Tele-
graphic Agency, Inc.)
NEW YORE—I first met
Desmond Tutu, the Anglican
archbishop of South Africa and
Nobel laureate, in his church in
October 1985. Helen Suzman,

fiesty anti-apartheid leader
South Africa’s parliament,
arranged for an American Jew-
ish Committee delegation to
meet with Tutu for a frank dis-

71 cussion about apartheid and

i

-

black-Jewish relations.

After the usual courtesies, the
archbishop launched into a long
lecture to us about how apar-
theid is the equivalent of the
Nazi Holocaust, and the Jews are
spectators to the black tragedy.

Suzman — as did we all —
bristled with anger. She was the
first member of the South Afri-
can parliament to campaign
against the evils of apartheid
more than a quarter century

RABBI MARC H. TANEN-
BAUM is international rela-
tions consultant to the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee and is
immediate past chairman of the
International Jewish Commit-
tee for Interreligious
Consultations.

before Tutu was on the scene.
She also organized the first liber-
al party in South Africa to com-
bat aparthied.

“Listen Desmond” Suzman
said, “I have devoted my entire
life and career to battling against
apartheid. Terrible and tragic as
is apartheid, it is no way the
equivalent of the Nazi Holocaust
which tried to destroy physically
the entire Jewish people. I wish
you would stop exploiting that
great Jewish tragedy for your
purposes.”

Tutu seemed to be embarassed
and remained silent for a while.

But he obviously has not
remained silent since then. He
has consistently exploited Juda-
ism and the Jewish historic
experience. I am not sure
whether he really believes what
he has been saying about Jews
and Judaism, or whether he is
cynically distorting — even rap-
ing — Jewish sancta for his own
dramatic purposes.

APARTHEID ORIGINS?

In 1984, in an address before
the Jewish Theological Seminary
in New York, he asserted that
apartheid owes its origins to the
Holy Temple of the Jews in Jeru-
salem. The temple courtyard,

which separated Gentiles from
Jews, was the earliest form of
apartheid, Tutu said. So what
about the courtyards that separ-
ated priests from Levites, from
Israelites, men from women?
Did that make the Jews anti-
Semitic?

Then, he freely spoke about
the “arrogance of Jewish power”
and “the Jewish lobby.” Tutu
seems to have memorized the
Protocols of the Elders of Zion as
well as he has the Bible.

Now, on his latest visit to
Israel, he flamboyantly calls for
the creation of a Palestinian
state, and calls on the Jews to
forgive the Nazis.  Support
unconditionally for a PLO-

{Continued on Page 11)
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Archbishop Tutu—is he anti-Jewish?

By MARC H. TANENBAUM
New York City (® 1990.JTA. Inc.)

first met Desmond Tutu, the Anglican
Iarchbishop of South Africa and Nobel

laureate, in his church in October 1985.
Helen Suzman, the feisty anti-apartheid leader
in South Africa's parliament, arranged for an
American Jewish Committee delegation to
meet with Tutu for a frank discussion about
apartheid and black-Jewish relations.

Apartheid Not Equivalent

After the usual courtesies, the archbishop
launched into a long lecture to us about how
apartheid is the equivalent of the Nazi
Holocaust, and the Jews are spectators to the
black tragedy.

Suzman, as did we all, bristled with anger.
She was the first member of the South African
parliament to campaign against the evils of
apartheid more than a quarter century before
Tutu was on the scene. She also organized
the first liberal party in South Africa to combat
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apartheid.

“Listen, Desmond,” Suzman said, “1 have
devoted my entire life and career to battling
against apartheid. Terrible and (ragic as is
apartheid, it is no way the equivalent of the
Nazi Holocaust which tried to destroy
physically the entire Jewish people. [ wish you
would stop exploiting that great Jewish
tragedy for your purposes.”

Tutu seemed to be embarrassed and
remained silent for awhile.

Exploiting Judaism

But he obviously has not remained silent
since then. He has consistently exploited
Judaism and the Jewish historic experience.
1 am not sure whether he really believes what
he has been saying about Jews and Judaism,
or whether he is cynically distorting—even
raping—Jewish sancta for his own dramatic
purposes.

In 1984, in an address before the Jewish
Theological Seminary in New York, he
asserted that apartheid owes its origins o the
Holy Temple of the Jews in Jerusalem. The
temple courtyard, which separated Gentiles
from Jews, was the earliest form of apartheid,
Tutu said. So what about the courtyards that
separated priests from Levites, from Israelites,
men from women? Did that make the Jews
anti-Semitic?

Then, he frecly spoke about the “arrogance
of Jewish power™ and “the Jewish lobby.” Tutu
secms 1o have memorized the Protocols of
the Elders of Zion as well as he has the Bible.

Now, on his Jatest visit to Israel, he
flamboyantly calis for the creation of a
Palestinian state. and calls on the Jews to
forgive the Nazis. Support unconditionally for
a PLO-dominated state is another irrespon-
sible monkey wrench tossed gratuitously into
the delicate peace process that is painstakingly
being put together.

Same Advice For Everyone?

And while affronting Jews for not forgiving
the-Nazis Chrict
yet heard Archbishop Tutu call on 23 million
blacks in South Africa to forgive the racist
Afrikaners,

Indeed, this self-styled disciple of Martin
Luther King and Mahatma Gandhi declared
on Jan. 25, 1986. in New York, "1 believe
there are situations where one has to use
force.”

Examining the record of Archbishop Tutu’s
declarations over recent years, | have come
to the conclusion that his mind-set is that of
the medieval Christian tradition, which
belicved that Jews are morally exhausted and
that Christianity has come to supersede
Judaism as a “superior” form of religion. Thus,
we see it is classic anti-Judaism which feeds
his consistent pauern of anti-Jewish attitudes.
Some Nobel Peace Prize laureate.

L ® & *®
RABB!I MARC H. TANENBAUM is international
relutions consultant to the American Jewish
Committec and is immediate pust chairman of the
International Jewish Commitice for Interreligious
Consuliations.
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Basis of Tutu’s Anti-J udms

By Marc H. Tanenbaum b/ / ﬂ

I first met Desmond Tutu, the Anglican archbishép of
South Africa and Nobel laureate, in his church in October
1985. Helen Suzman, the feisty anti-apartheid leader in
South Africa’s parliament, arranged for an American
Jewish Committee delegation to meet with Tutu for a
frank discussion about apartheid and black-Jewish rela-
tions.

After the usual courtesies, the archbishop launched
into a long lecture to us about how apartheid is the equiv-
alent of the Nazi Holocaust, and the Jews are spectators
to the black tragedy.

Suzman — as did we all — bristled with an ger. She was
the first member of the South African parliament to cam-
paign against the evils of apartheid more than a quarter
century before Tutu was on the scene. She also organized
the first liberal party in South Africa to combat apart-
heid.

“Listen, Desmond,” Suzman said, “I have devoted my
entire life and career to battling against apartheid. Terri-
ble and tragic as is apartheid, it is no way the equivalent
of the Nazi Holocaust which tried to destroy physically
the entire Jewish people. I wish you would stop exploit-
ing that great Jewish tragedy for your purposes.”

Tutu seemed to be embarrassed and remained silent for
awhile.

But he obviously has not remained silent since then. He
has consistently exploited Judaism and the Jewish histor-
ic experience. I am not sure whether he really believes
what he has been saying about Jews and Judaism, or
whether he is cynically distorting Jewish sancta for his
own dramatic purposes.

In 1984, in an address before the Jewish Theological
Seminary in New York, he asserted that apartheid owes
its origins to the Holy Temple of the Jews in Jerusalem.
The temple courtyard, which separated gentiles from
Jews, was the earliest form of apartheid, Tutu said. So
what about the courtyards that separated priests from
Levites, from Israelites, men from women? Did that
make the Jews anti-Semitic?

Then, he freely spoke about the “arrogance of Jewish
power” and “the Jewish lobby.” Tutu seems to have
memorized the Protocols of the Elders of Zion as well as
he has the Bible.

Now, on his latest visit to Israel, he flamboyantly calls
for the creation of a Palestinian state, and calls on the

(Continued on Page 22)
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"“""“‘v"'w Trude Feldman, and Noriega's drug-sustained tyranny, when the
SRR € T St it looting started, Panamian Jewish shopkeepers and

Member of World-Union Press : i
Member of American Jewish Press Ascciation business-people got the worst of it. Undoubtedly,

Member clegraphic Latin American Jewry will look increasingly to their

e ,,: :.';“:,mem North American co-religionists for appropriate aid,
Serving the Jewish Community of Nevada both political and economic.

[ ITTr T I Yy Y As my mother of blessed memory used to say to

- describe a special Jewish pleasure; “A Jewish

The 19 908 o Challenges pleasure is a cool Yom Kippur." | worry with my

And Opparmnfﬁes fellow Jews, whether the 1990s withe all its up-

als might not be a “cool Yom Kippur.”
By Marc H. Tanenbaum ‘heav adiay s

In speculating on what the upcoming 1990s
might hold for the Jewish people, Dorothy Baker's Friaay | \en \2, 1990
well-known bon mot comes to mind: “Jews are like
everybody else, only more so!”

No serious refliection on Jewish interests in the
1990s can take place without locating them within
the geopolitical forces of East-West and North-
South relations.

The massive revolutions for democracy and in
opposition to the ancient regimes of Communist
tyranny will have fateful, and ambiguous, conse-
quences not only for European Jewry, but for Jews
everywhere, and especially for Israel.

Glasnost and perestroika will continue to result
in massive emigration for Soviet Jewry, probably
the dominant human issue for world Jewry in the
1980s. The challenges to financial and human
resources for resettlement will be monumental
and will call for unparalieled commitment and
patience.

The provision of Jewish religious, cultural and
educational support for the million-plus Jews who
opt to remain in the Soviet Union will be a parallel
commanding Jewish concern.

Glasnost has made possible unprecedented
freedom of speech in the Soviet Union and in the
East European countries, and certainly that human
right is to be welcomed by Jews,

But now, right-wing, nationalist and bitterly anti-
Semitic groups, foremost among them the Pamyat,
are beginning to have a field day in spewing out
their anti-Jewish bile. Echoes of that historic anti-
Jewish bias now circulates in the cultural blood-
streams of Poland, Hungary, East Germany,
Romania and the other formerly Communist tyran-
nies.

Knowledgeable and skillful Jewish leadership
will have their hands full counteracting both the.
anti-Semitic and anti-Israel biases which have sur-
faced on both sides of the collapsed Iron Curtain. 2

The Vatican, which has quietly emerged as a’
major architect in mobilizing the anti-Communist
forces in Eastern Europe, could play a constructive
role in countering the religion-based anti-Semitism
— that is, if Jews do not manage to alienate the
Vatican completely by strident, reckless attacks on .
the Pope and the Catholic Church when a
moderate, diplomatic strategy would prove to be
far more effective in the Jewish interest.

World Jewry will also have to be vigilant over the
potential negative impact of a reunification of East
Germany with the Federal Republic of West Ger-
many.

Four decades of the GDR's hostility toward
Israel and its pro-PLO, pro-terrorist activity could
become a serious negative influence on West
Germany’s positive attitudes toward Jews and
Israel. Watch that closely in the 1990s.

The North-South coordinate’s impact on Jews
and Israel is nowhere more dramatically shown
than in the current surrealistic drama in Panama.

While the Panamian struggle was, in general, a
conflict between U.S. and pro-democratic forces
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Tutu More Anti-Jewish
Than He Acknowledges

=
MARC H. TANENBAUM

Special to The Jewish News
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of South Africa and Nobel
laureate, in his church in
October 1985.

Helen Suzman, the feisty
anti-apartheid leader in
South Africa’s parliament,
arranged for an American
Jewish Committee delega-
tion to meet with Tutu for a
frank discussion about apar-
theid and black-Jewish rela-
tions.

After the usual courtesies,
the archbishop launched
into a long lecture to us
about how apartheid is the
equivalent of the Nazi
Holocaust, and the Jews are
spectators to the black
tragedy.

Suzman — as did we all —
bristled with anger. She was
the first member of the
South African parliament to
campaign against the evils
of apartheid more than a
quarter century before Tutu
was on the scene. She also
organized the first liberal
party in South Africa to
combat apartheid.

“Listen, Desmond,” Suz-
man said, “I have devoted
my entire life and career to
battling against apartheid.
Terrible and tragic as is
apartheid, it is no way the
equivalent of the Nazi
Holocaust which tried to
destroy physically the entire
Jewish people. I wish you
would stop exploiting that
great Jewish tragedy for
your purposes.”

Tutu seemed to be em-
barrassed and remained
silent for awhile.

But he obviously has not
remained silent since then.
He has consistently ex-
ploited Judaism and the
Jewish historic experience, I
am not sure whether he real-
ly believes what he has been
saying about Jews and
Judaism, or whether he is
cynically distorting — even
raping — Jewish sancta for
his own dramatic purposes.

In 1984, in an address
before the Jewish Theologi-
cal Seminary in New York,

 he asserted that apartheid

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is
international relations
consultant to the American
Jewish Committee and is
immediate past chairman of
the International Jewish
Commitiee for Interreligious
Consultations.

owes its origins to the Holy
Temple of the Jews in
Jerusalem. The temple cour-
tyard, which separated gen-
tiles from Jews, was the
earliest form of apartheid,
Tutu said. So what about the
courtyards that separated
priests from Levites, from
Israelites, men from women?
Did that make the Jews anti-
Semitic?
Then, he freely spoke
about the “‘arrogance of
Jewish power' and “‘the
Jewish lobby.” Tutu seems
to have memorized the Pro-
tocols of the

Elders of Zion as well as he
has the Bible.

Now, on his latest visit to
Israel, he flamboyantly calls

Tutu seemed to be
embarrassed and
remained silent for
awhile. But he has
consistently
exploited Judaism
and the Jewish
historic
experience.

for the creation of a Palesti-
nian state, and calls on the
Jews to forgive the Nazis.
Support unconditionally for
a PLO-dominated state is
another irresponsible
wrench tossed gra-
tuitously into the delicate
peace frooesa that is pains-
takingly being put together.

And while affronting Jews
for not forgiving the Nazis
sounds very Christian, I
have not yet heard Ar-
chbishop Tutu call on 23
million blacks in South
Africa to forgive the racist
Afrikaaners.

Indeed, this self-styled
disciple of Martin Luther
King and Mahatma Gandhi
declared on Jan. 25, 1986, in
New York, “I believe there
are situations where one has
to use force.”

Examining the record of
Archbishop Tutu's declara-
tions over recent years, I
have come to the conclusion
that his mind-set is that of
the medieval Christian tra-
dition, which believed that
Jews are morally exhausted
and that Christianity has
come to supersede Judaism
as a “‘superior’” form of
religion. Thus, we see it is
classic anti-Judaism which
feeds his consistent pattern
of anti-Jewish attitudes.

Some Nobel Peace Prize
laureate. O]
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equates apartheid with the Holocaust

By MARC H. TANENBAUM

NEW YORK — I first met Des-
mond Tutu, the Anglican arch-
bishop of South Africa and Nobel
laureate, in his church in October
1985. Helen Suzman, the feisty
anti-apartheid leader in South
Africa's parliament, arranged for
an American Jewish Committee
delegation to meet with Tutu for
a frank discussion about apart-
heid and Black-Jewish relations.

After the usual courtesies, the
archbishop launched into a long
lecture to us about how apart-
heid is the equivalent of the Nazi
Holocaust, and the Jews are
spectators to the Black tragedy.

Suzman — as did we all —
bristled with anger. She was the
first member of the South Afri-
can parliament to campaign
against the evils of apartheid
more than a quarter century
before Tutu was on the scene.
She also organized the first
liberal party in South Africa to
combat apartheid.

“Listen, Desmond,’ Suzman
said, *‘I have devoted my entire
life and career to battling against
apartheid. Terrible and tragic as
is apartheid, it is no way the
equivalent of the Nazi Holocaust
which tried to destroy physically
the entire Jewish people. I wish
you would stop exploiting that
great Jewish tragedy for your
purposes.”’

Tutu seemed to be embarrassed
and remained silent for awhile.

But he obviously has not re-
mained silent since then. He has

1 consistently exploited Judaism
"and the Jewish historic experi-
ence. ] am not sure whether he
really believes what he has been
+ saying about Jews and Judaism,
or whether he is cynically distort-
_ing — even raping — Jewish

sanctities for his own dramatic
purposes.

In 1984, in an address before
the Jewish Theological Seminary
in New York, he asserted that
apartheid owes its origins to the
Holy Temple of the Jews in Jeru-
salem. The temple courtyard,
which separated Gentiles from
Jews, was the earliest form of
apartheid, Tutu said. So what
about the courtyards that sepa-
rated priests from Levites, from
Israelites, men from women? Did
that make the Jews anti-Semitic?

Then, he freely spoke about

not forgiving the Nazis sounds
very Christian, I have not yet
heard Archbishop Tutu call on 23
million Blacks in South Africa to
forgive the racist Afrikaaners.
Indeed, this self-styled disciple
of Martin Luther King and
Mahatma Gandhi declared on
Jan. 25, 1986, in New York, ‘'
believe there are situations
where one has to use force.”
Examining the record of Arch-
bishop Tutu's declarations over
recent years, I have come to the
conclusion that his mind-set is
that of the medieval Christian
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TUTU:

I believe there
are situations

where one has
to use force

the “‘arrogance of Jewish power”
and ‘‘the Jewish lobby'" Tutu
seems to have memorized the
“‘Protocols of the Elders of Zion,''
as well as he has the Bible.
Now, on his latest visit to Israel,
he flamboyantly calls for the
creation of a Palestinian state,
and calls on the Jews to forgive
the Nazis. Support uncondition-
ally for a PLO-dominated state is
another irresponsible monkey
wrench tossed gratuitously into
the delicate peace process that is
painstakingly being put together.
And while affronting Jews for

tradition, which believed that
Jews are morally exhausted and
that Christianity has come to
supersede Judaism as a
“superior’’ form of religion. Thus,
we see it is classic anti-Judaism
which feeds his consistent pat-
tern of anti-fewish attitudes.
Some Nobel Peace Prize laureate.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is inter-
national relations consultant to the
American Jewish Committee and is
immediate past chairman of the In-
ternational Jewrish Committee for In-
terreligious Consultations.
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By MARC H. TANENBAUM

NEW YORK (JTA)—I first met
Desmond Tutu, the Anglican arch-
bishop of South Africa and Nobel
laureate, in October 1985. Helen
Suzman, the anti-apartheid leader
in South Africa’s parliament, ar-
ranged for an American Jewish
Committee delegation to meet with
Tutu for a frank discussion about
apartheid and black-Jewish rela-
tions.

After the usual courtesies, the
archbishop launched into a long
lecture to us about how apartheid
is the equivalent of the Nazi Holo-
caust, and the Jews are spectators
to the black tragedy.

Suzman — as did we all —
bristled with anger. “Listen,
Desmond,” Suzman said. " Terrible
and tragic as is apartheid, it is no
way the equivalent of the Nazi
Holocaust which tried to destroy
thsically theentire Jewish people.

wish you would stop exploiting
that great Jewish tragedy for your
ses.”

Tutu seemed to be embarrassed
and remained silent for awhile.

He obviously has not remained
silent since then. He has consis-
tently exploited Judaism and the
Jewish historicexperience. Does he

70&”9«:-

really believe what he has been
saying about Jews and Judaism, or
is he cynmically distorting—even
raping—Jewish sancta for his own
dramatic purposes?

In 1984, in an address before the
Jewish Theological Seminary in
New York, he asserted apartheid
owesitsorigins to the Holy Temple
of the JewsinJerusalem.The temple
courtyard, which separated gen-
tiles from Jews, was the earliest
form of apartheid. '

Now, on his latest visit to Israel,
he flamboyantly calls for the crea-
tion of a Palestinian state, and calls
on the Jews to forgive the Nazis.

And while affronting Jews for

Archbishop TuTu is more anti-Jewish than he acknowledges

not forgiving the Nazis sounds very
Christian, | have notyet heard Arch-
bishop Tutucallon23millionblacks
in South Africa to forgive the racist
Afrikaaners.

Examining the record of Arch-
bishop Tutu’s declarations over
recent years, | have come to the
conclusion that his mind-set is that
of the medieval Christian tradition,
which believed that Jews are mor-
ally exhausted and that Christianity
has come to supersede Judaism as a
“superior” form of religion.

L L

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum is in-
ternational relations consultant to
the American Jewish Committee.




‘Archbishop Tutu:
more anti-Semitic
than he admits

By MARC H. TANENBAUM

I FIRST met Desmond Tutu, the Anglicanarchbishop of South Africa
and Nobel laureate, in his church in October 1985, Helen Suzman, the
feisty anti-apartheid leader in South Africa’s parliament, arranged for
an American Jewish Committee delegation to meet with Tutu for a
frank discussion about apartheid and black-Jewish relations. After the
usual courtesies, the archbishop launched into a long lecture to us
about how apartheid is the equivalent of the Nazi Holocaust, and the
Jews are spectators to the black tragedy.

Suzman —as did we all—bristled with anger. She was the first mem-
ber of the South African parliament to campaign against the evils of
apartheid more than a quarter century before Tutu was on the scene.
She also organised the first liberal party in South Africa to combat

theid. “Listen, Desmond,” Suzman said. “1 have devoted my entire
life and career to battling against apartheid. Terrible and tragic as is
apartheid. it is no way the equivalent of the Nazi Holocaust which tried
o deslroy physically the entire Jewish people. I wish you would stop
exploiting that great Jewish tragedy for your purposes.

utu seemed to be embarrassed and remained suent for awhile. But
he obviously has not remained silent since then. He has consistently
exploited Judaism and the Jewish historic experience. | am not sure
whether he really believes what he has been saying about Jews and
Judaism, or whether he is cynically distorting —even raping—Jewish
sancta for his own dramatic purposes.

In 1984, in an address befofe the Jewish Theological Semina
New York, he asserted that apartheid owes its onglns to the E’o
Temple of tne Jews in Jerusalem. The temple courtyard, which sepa-
rated Gentiles from Jews, was the earliest form of apartheid, Tutu said.
So what about the courtyards that separated priests from Levites, from
Israelites, men from women? Did that make the Jews anti-Semitic?

Then, he freely spoke about the “arrogance of Jewish power™ and
“the Jewish lobby.” Tutu seems to have memorised the Protocols of the
Elders of Zion as well as he has the Bible.

Now. on his latest visit to lIsrael, he flamboyantly called for the
creation of a Palestinian state, and called on the Jews to forgive the
Nazis. Support unconditionally for a PLO-dominated state is another
irresponsible rnonkey wrench tossed gratuitously into the delicate
peace process that is painstakingly being put together. And while
affronting Jews for not forgiving the Nazis sounds very Christian, |
have not yet heard Archbishop Tutu call on 23 million blacks in South
Africa to forgive the racist Afrikaaners,

Indeed, this self-styled disciple of Martin Luther King and Mahatma
Gandhi declared on 25th January 1986, in New York: “| believe there
are situations where one has to use force.”

Examining the record of Archbishop Tutu’s declarations over recent
years, | have come to the conclusion that his mind-set is that of the
medieval Christian tradition, which believed that Jews are morally
exhausted and that Christianity has come to superseded Judaism as a
“superior” form of religion. Thus, we see it is classic anti-Judaism
which feeds his consistent pattern of anti-Jewish attitudes. Some Nobel
Peace Prize laureate. -JTA
Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum is internativnal relations consultant to the
American Jewish Commitiee and is immediate past chairman of the Inter-
national Jewish Committee for Interreligious C: omu!m.rfom
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Than He Admits

By MARC H. TANENBAUM

NEW YORK (JTA) — I first
met Desmond Tutu, the Angli-
can archbishop of South Africa
and Nobel laureate, in his
church in October 1985. Helen
Suzman, the feisty anti-
apartheid leader in South
Africa’s parliament, arranged
for an American Jewish Com-
mittee delegation to meet with
Tutu for a frank discussion
about apartheid and black-
Jewish relations.

After the usual courtesies,
the archbishop launched into a
long lecture to us about how
apartheid is the equivalent of
the Nazi Holocaust, and the
Jews are spectators to the
black tragedy.

Suzman — as did we all —
bristled with anger. She was
the first member of the South
African parlitﬁpe?ﬁ tof cam-
paign against the evils of apar-
theid more than a quarter cen-
tury before Tutu was on the
scene. She also organized the
first liberal party in South
Africa to combat apartheid.

“Listen, Desmond,”” Suzman

said, *I have devoted my-

entire life and career to bat-

tling against apartheid. Terri-

ble and tragic-as is apartheid, -
it is no way the equivalent of

the Nazi Holocaust which tried

to destroy physically the entire

Jewish people. I wish you

would stop exploiting that
great Jewish tragedy for your

purposes.””

Tutu seemed to be embar-
rassed and remained silent for
awhile.

But he obviously has not
remained silent since then. He
has consistently exploited
Judaism and the Jewish his-
toric experience. I am not sure
whether he really believes
what he has been saying about
Jews and Judaism, or whether
he is cynically distorting —

even raping — Jewish sancta
for his own dramatic purposes.

In 1984, in an address before
the Jewish Theological Semin-
ary in New York, he asserted
that apartheid owes its origins
to the Holy Temple of the Jews
in Jerusalem. The temple
courtyard, which separated
Gentiles from Jews, was the
earliest form of apartheid,
Tutu said. So what about the
courtyards that separated pri-
ests from Levites, from Israel-
ites, men from women? Did
that make the Jews anti-
Semitic? )

Then, he freely spoke about
the ‘‘arrogance of Jewish

ower’’' and ‘‘the Jewish
obby.” Tutu seems to have
memorized the Protocols of
the Elders of Zion as well as he
has the Bible.

Now, on his latest visit to
Israel, he flamboyantly calls
for the creation of a Palestin-
ian state, and calls on the Jews
to forgive the Nazis. Su %)rt
unconditionally for a B 0-
dominated state is another
irresponsible monkey wrench
tossed gratuitously into the

delicate peace process that is
painstakingly being put
together.

And while affronting Jews
for not forgiving the Nazis
sounds very Christian, I have
not yet heard Archbishop Tutu
call on 23 million blacks in
South Africa to forgive the
racist Afrikaaners.

Indeed, this self-styled disci-
ple of Martin Luther King and
Mahatma Gandhi declared on
Jan. 25, 1986, in New York, “I
believe there are situations
where one has to use force.”

Examining the record of
Archbishop Tutu's declara-
tions over recent years, I have
come to the conclusion that his
mind-set is that of the medie-
val Christian tradition, which
believed that Jews are morally
exhausted and that Christian-
ity has come to superseded
Judaism as a “superior’’ form
of religion. Thus, we see it is
classic anti-Judaism which
feeds his consistent pattern of
anti-Jewish attitudes. Some
Nobel Peace Prize laureate.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is inter-

national relations consultant to the
American Jewish Committee.
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Israelis Believe
PLO Talks Coming

TEL AVIV (JTA) — Israelis, by a 50-37 percent margin,
believe their country eve
_ the Palestine Liberation Organization, according to a poll

The 1,000 respondents, representing a sampling of the
urban Jewishgg); tion, were polled at the beginning of
y Dr. Avraham Diskin, of the Hebrew

University’s Political Science Department.

Asked if they believed that ultimately Israel will have to
negotiate with the PLO, 15 percent said “definitely yes,”
35 percent said “yes” and 12 percent said “perhaps.”

those who thought otherwise, 22 percent said
“no” 15 percent “‘definitely no.” ]

will have to negotiate with
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Archbishop Tutu —anti-Jewish

by Marc H. Tanenbaum
(©1990 JTA Inc.)

| first met Desmond Tutu, the Angli-
can archbishop of South Africa and Nobel
laureate, in his church in October 1985.
Helen Suzman, the feisty anti-apartheid
leader in South Africa’s parliament, ar-
ranged for an American Jewish Com-
mittee delegationto meet with Tutufora
frank discussion about apartheid and
Black-Jewish relations.

After the usual courtesies, the arch-
bishop launched into a long lecture tous
about how apartheid is the equivalent of
the Nazi Holocaust, and the Jews are
spectators to the Black tragedy.

Suzman — as did we all — bristled
with anger. She was the first member of
the South African parliament to cam-
paign against the evils of apartheid more
than a quarter century before Tutu was
onthe scene. She also organized the first
liberal party in South Africa to combat
apartheid.

“Listen, Desmond,” Suzman said, “I
have devoted my entire life and careerto
battling against apartheid. Terrible and
tragic as is apartheid, it is no way the
equivalent of the Nazi Holocaust, which
tried to destroy physically the entire
Jewish people. | wish you would stop
exploiting the great Jewish tragedy for
your purposes.”

Tutu seemed to be embarrassed and
remained silent for a while.

But he obviously has not remained
silent since then. He has consistently
exploited Judaism and the Jewish his-
toric experience. | am not sure whether
he really believes what he has been
saying about Jews and Judaism, or
whether he is cynically distorting —
even raping — Jewish sancta for his
own dramatic purposes.

In 1984, in an address before the
Jewish Theological Seminary in New
York, he asserted that apartheid owes
its origins to the Holy Temple of the
Jews in Jerusalem. The temple court-
yard, which separated gentiles from
Jews, was the earliest form of apartheid,
Tutu said, Sowhat about the courtyards
that separated priests fromLevites, from
Israelites, men from women? Did that
make the Jews anti-Semitic?

On his latest visit to Israel, he flam-
boyantly calls for the creation of a Pal-
estinian state, and calls on the Jews to
forgive the Nazis.

Examining the record of Archbishop
Tutu's declarations over recent years, |
have come to the conclusion that his
mind-set is that of the medieval Chris-
tian tradition, which believed that Jews
are morally exhausted and that Christi-
anity has come to supersede Judaism
as a “superior” form of religion. Thus,
we see it is classic anti-Judaism which
feeds his consistent pattern of anti-
Jewish attitudes. Some Mobel Peace
Prize laureate.
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By MARC H. TANENBAUM

HAT PUBLIC ENEMY, the
rap music group, has a new
album with a vicious anti-

Semitic beat should come as no sur-
prise to anyone. It is the latest form

of degeneracy that this anarchic cul- -

ture inevitably must produce.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, interna-
rional relations consultant to the
American Jewish Committee, is im-
mediate past president of the Inter-
national Jewish Commirttee for
Interreligious Consultations.
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usic degeneracy is a public enemy

What does come as a sickening
surprise is that Jews should be in-
volved in promoting and selling
such a piece of anti-Semitic poison
as “‘Welcome to the Terrordome.”
Tragically, there were also a few
Jews in Weimar Germany who sup-
ported the early Nazi movement in
order to protect their fortunes and
material assets. How self-destruc-
tive can one be?

The band’s lead singer, Chuck
Ridenhour, charmingly called
“Chuck D,” is a disciple of Louis
Farrakhan. His lyrics in this album
are thoroughly stamped with
Farrakhan's anti-Semitic venom:

“Crucifixion ain't no fiction
So-called chosen, frozen
Apology made to whoever pleases
Still they got me, just like Jesus.”

Music critics assert that rap is a
response 1o the franticness of com-
mercial television. Whatever its
source, to me it is another reflection
of the dehumanization, the assault
on humaneness, which is so preva-
lent in our society. It providés the
musical backdrop for a culture ex-
ploding with crack and ice, crime
and corruption, indifference to hu-
man suffering and sheer killing for
kicks.

P00l ¥? /

After the assassination of Julius
Caesar, the Roman Empire began to
collapse. “All was rapine, avarice
and expense,” as one author de-
scribed it.

At its height, Rome functioned as
the civilized capital of the then-
known world because of “ancient
character and men' who were
“honest, governed themselves
firmly, knew how to obey and
served the state.”

This rap garbage feels like the de-
cline that brought Rome to its knees.
Jews have a stake in repulsing such
moral sickness.
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Tutu accused of ‘exploiting” Holocaust

By MARC H. TANENBAUM

NEW YORK (JTA)—I first
met Desmond Tutu, the Anglican
archbishop of South Africa and
Nobel laureate, in his church in
October 1985. Helen Suzman, the
feisty anti-apartheid leader in
South Africa's parliament, ar-
ranged for an American Jewish
Committee delegation t© meet
~with Fulu for a franke-discussion
about apartheid and black-Jewish
relations.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaunt is an in-
ternational relations consultant to
the American Jewish Commirtee.

After the usual courtesies, the
archbishop launched into a long
lecture to us about how apartheid
is the equivalent of the nazi Holo-
caust, and the Jews are spectators
to the black tragedy.

Suzman—as did we all—
bristled with anger. She was the
first member of the South African
parliament 10 campaign against
the evils of apartheid more thana- -
quarter century before Tutu was
on the scene, She also organized
the first liberal party in South
Africa 1o combat apartheid.

“Listen, Desmond,” Suzman
said, “T have devoted my entire life

—

and career to bauling against
apartheid. Terrible and tragic as is
apartheid, it is no way the equiva-
lent of the nazi Holocaust which
tried to destroy physically the
entire Jewish people. T wish you
would stop exploiting that great
Jewish tragedy for your pur-

Tutu seemed to be embarrassed
and remained silent for awhile.

But he obviously has not re-
mained silent since then. He has
consistently exploited Judaism
and the Jewish historic experi-
ence. | am not sure whether he
really believes what he has been
saying about Jews and Judaism, or
whether ‘he is cynically diston-
ing—even raping—Jewish sancta
for his'own dramatic purposes.

In 1984, in an address before

‘the Jewish Theological Seminary

in New York, he asserted that
apartheid owes its origins to the
holy temple of the Jews in Jerusa- |
lem.

The temple courtyard, which
separated Gentiles from Jews, was
the earliest form of apartheid,
Tutu said, So what about the court-
yards that sepdrated priests from
Levites, from Israelites, men from
women? Did that make the Jews
anti-Semitic?

Then, he freely spoke about the
“arrogance of Jewish power,” and
“the Jewish lobby."” Tutu secms 1o
have memorized the Protocols of
the Elders of Zion as well as he has
the Bible.

Now, on his latest visit to Israel,
he flamboyantly calls for the crea-
tion of a Palestinian state, and calls
on the Jews to forgive the nazis.
Support unconditionally for a
PLO-dominated state is another
irresponsible monkey wrench
tossed gratuitously into the deli-
cate peace process that is painstak-
ingly being put together.

And while affronting Jews for
not forgiving the nazis sounds
very Christian, I have not yet
heard Archbishop Turu call on 23
million blacks in South Africa to
forgive the racist Afrikaaners,

Indeed, this self-styled disciple
of Manin Luther King and Ma-
hatma Gandhi declared on Jan. 25,

(Continued on Page 20)
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Rap and Anti-Semitism

BY MARC H. TANENBAUM
. © 1989, |.T.A.. Inc.

NEW YORK — The new
album from the rap music
group, Public Enemy, with its
vicious anti-Semitic beat,
should come as a surprise to
no one, It is the latest form of
degeneracy which this anar-
chic culture inevitably must
produce.

What does come as a sick-
ening surprise is that Jews
should be involved in promot-
ing and selling such a piece of
anti-Semitic poison as ‘“Wel-
come to the Terrordome."
Tragically, there were a few
Jews in Weimar Germany who
also supported the early Nazi
movement in order to protect
their fortunes and their
material assets. How self-
destructive can one be?

The band's lead singer,
Chuck Ridenhour, charmingly

called Chuck D, is a disciple of
Louis Farrakhan, His lyrics in
this album are thoroughly
stamped with Farrakhan's
anti-Semitic venom:
“Crucifixion ain’t no fiction
So-called chosen. frozen
Apology made to whoever
pleases
Still they got me, just like
Jesus.” '
Music critics assert that
rapis a response to the frantic
pace of commercial televi-

'sion. Whatever its source, to

me it is another reflection of
the denumanization, the

assault on humanness which’

is so prevalent in our society.
It provides the musical back-
drop for a culture exploding
with crack and ice, crime and
corruption, indifference to
human suffering and sheer
killing for kicks.

After the assassination of

£06)25 o

Julius Caesar in 44 BCE, the
Roman Empire began to col-
lapse. "*All was rapine, avar-
ice and expense,” as one
author described it. At its
height, Rome functioned as
the civilized capital of the
then known world, because of
“ancient character and men"
who were “‘honest, governed
themselves firmly, knew how
to obey, and served the
State."

. Thisrapgarbage feels like
the decline that brought Rome
toits knees. Jews have a stake
in repulsing such moral sick-
ness.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanen-
baum is. international rela-
tions consultant to the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee and is-
immediate past chairman of
the International Jewish Com-
mittee for Interreligious Con-
sultatinns.



. -

Sl T Bl Sess T s
The Only English-Jewish Newspaper in Nevada
P.O. Box 14096 Las Vegas, Nevada 89114
Published Bi-Weekly in Las Vegas, Nevada
Per year $24 — 2 years $40

PHONE 702/876-1255

Business Manager................. Bea Tell
Art Director.................... Neil Wilson

Bill Whilard, Joe Behar, Trude Feldman,
David Horowitz & Rabbi Samuel Silver

Member of World-Union Press
Member of American Jewish Press Association
Member of Jewish Telegraphic Agency
Now in the 26th Year of Continuous Publication

Serving the Jewish Community of Nevada
m“m“uuuonuu‘

Rap And Anti-Semitism —
The Latest Degeneracy

By Marc H. Tanenbaum

The new album from the rap music group, Public
Enemy, with its vicious anti-Semitic beat, should
come as a surprise to no one. It is the latest form of
degeneracy which this anarchic culture inevitably .
must produce.

What does come as a sickening surprise is that
Jews should be involved in promoting and selling
such a piece of anti-Semitic poison as “Welcome
to the Terrordome."” Tragically, there were a few
Jews in Weimar Germany who also supported the
early Nazi movement in order to protect their for-
tunes and their material assets. How self-destruc-
tive can one be?

The band’s lead singer, Chuck Ridenhour, char-
mingly called Chuck D, is a disciple of Louis
Farrakhan. His lyrics in this album are thoroughly
stamped with Farrakhan's anti-Semitic venom:

“Crucifixion ain’t no fiction

So-called chosen, frozen

Apology made to whoever pleases

Still they got me, just like Jesus.”

Music critics assert that rap is a response to the
frantic pace of commercial television. Whatever its
source, to me it is another reflection of the
dehumanization, the assault on humanness which
is so prevalent in our society. It provides the
musical backdrop for a culture exploding with
crack and ice, crime and corruption, indifference to
human suffering and sheer killing for kicks.

After the assassination of Julius Caesar in 44
BCE, the Roman Empire began to collapse. “All
was rapine, avarice and expense,” as one author
described it. At its height, Rome functioned as the
civilized capital of the then known world, because
of “ancient character and men" who were “honest,
governed themselves firmly, knew how to obey,
and served the State."”

This rap garbage feels like the decline that
brought Rome to its knees. Jews have a stake in
repulsing such moral sickness.




Society must fight bigoted music

By Rabbi Marc H.

Tanenbaum

New York (JTA) - The new al-
bum by the rap music group Pub-
lic Enemy contains a vicious
anti-Semitic beat that should sur-
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By MARC H. TANENBAUM

NEW YORK (JTA) — The
new album from the rap music
group, Public Enemy, with its
vicious -anti-Semitic beat,
should come as a surprise tono
one. It is the latest form of
degeneracy which this anar-
chic culture inevitably must
produce.

What does come as a sicken-
ing surprise is that Jews
should be involved in promot-
ing and selling such a piece of
anti-Semitic poison as “Wel-
come to the Terrordome.”
‘Tragically, there were a few
Jews in Weimar Germany who
also supported the early Nazi
movement in order to protect
their fortunes and their mate-
rial assets. How self-
destructive can one be?

The band’s lead singer,

Rap And Anti-Semitism

Chuck Ridenhour, charmingly
called Chuck D, is a disciple of
Louis Farrakhan. His lyrics in
this' album are thoroughly
stamped with Farrakhan's
anti-Semitic venom:

“Crucifizion ain’t no fiction

So-called chosen, frozen

Apology made to whoever
pleases

Still they got me, just like
Jesus.”

Music critics assert that rap
is a response to the frantic
pace of commercial television.
Whatever its source, to me itis
another reflection of the deliu-
manization, the assault on
humanness which is so preva-
lent in our society. It provides
the musical backdrop for a
culture explodin% with crack
and ice, crime and corruption,

rakhan. His lyrics in this album
are thoroughly stamped with Far-

“Crucifixion ain't no fiction /So-
called chosen, frozen /Apology
made to whoever pleases /Still

Music critics assert thatrapisa
response to the frantic pace of com-
mercial television. Whatever its
source, to me it is another reflec-
tion of the assault on humanness
which is so prevalent in our socie-
ty. It provides the musical back-
drop for a culture exploding with
crack and ice, crime and corrup-
tion, indifference to human
suffering and sheer killing for

After the assassination of
Julius Caesar in 44 BCE, the Ro-
man Empire began to collapse.
‘All was rapine, avarice and ex-
pense as one author described it.
At its height, Rome functioned as
the civilized capital of the then-
!maw'n world, because of “ancient
character and men” who were
“honest, governed themselves
firmly, knew how to obey, and
served the state”

Ti_'us rap garbage feels like the
decline that brought Rome to its
knees. Jews have a stake in repul-
sing such moral sickness.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is in-
ternational relations consultant to
the American Jewish Committee

lisi i e of
the International Jewish Commit-
tee for Interreligious Consultations.
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indifference to human suffer-
ing and sheer killing for kicks.

After the assassination of
Julius Caesar in 44 BCE, the
Roman Empire began to col-
lapse. ““All was rapine, avarice
and expense,” as one author
described it. At its height,
Rome functioned as the civil-
ized capital of the then known
world, because of ‘“‘ancient
character and men”’ who were
“honest, governed themselves
firmly, knew how to obey, and
served the State.”

This rap iarbage feels like
the decline that brought Rome
to its knees. Jews have a stake
in repulsing such moral sick-
ness.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is tnier-
national relations consultant to the

American Jewish Commiltee.




Las Vegas Israelite
Panamanian Jewry Needs
Urgent Help

By Marc H. Tanenbaum

Recent conversations with Jewish and Catholic
friends in Panama persuade me that the American
removal of General Manuel Noriega from power
was without question a positive and necessary
achievement. The tragedy is that so many lives,
Panamanian and American, were lost in the
struggle to unseat tyranny.

During my earlier visits to Panama and Central
America, it was clear that Noriega was running a
police state that dominated its citizens with fear

»
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and terror. It is not to Jewish credit that one of
Noriega's key henchmen was an Israeli, Mike
Harari, a former leader of the Mossad. (While all of
us oppose ‘“‘collective” Jewish guilt, none of us
committed to Israel can evade the reality that
Harari's prominence in the media as a Noriega aide
did neither Israel or Jewry any good.)

Some 5,000 Jewish citizens of Panama, mostly
concentrated in Panama City, have special cause
to be relieved by Noriega's defeat. In recent days,
Noriega's followers in the so-called “Dignity Bat-,
talions' rampaged with arms through the business
districts, looting and destroying aimost everything
in sight.

A very high percentage of the destroyed stores

* were owned by Jewish businessmen. Panamanian

Jewry has played a leading role in FEDECC, the
federation of Central American Jewish com-
munities. Their economic devastation cannot but
have repercussions throughout the whole of Cen-
tral American Jewry.

Clearly, the drug criminal Noriega made
Panama’'s economy into a basket case for all
Panamanians. American Jewish leaders two weeks
ago wisely urged the White House to do everything
possible to help rebuild that devastated country.
That request will need to be followed up regularly
to assure that Panama and its vital Jewish com-
munity received all necessary aid to rebuild its
former thriving life.
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NEW YORK — I first met Desmond Tutu, the Anglican archbishop of South
Africa and Nobel laureate, in his church in October 1985. Helen Suzman, the
feisty anti-apartheid leader in South Africa's parliament, arranged for an Ameri-
can Jewish Committee delegation to meet with Tutu for a frank discussion about
apartheid and black-Jewish relations.

After the usual courtesies, the archbishop launched into a long lecturc 10 us
about how apartheid is the equivalent of the Nazi Holocaust, and the Jews are
spectators to the black tragedy.

Suzman — as did we all — bristled with anger. She was the first member of
the South African parliament to campaign against the evils of apartheid more
than a quarter century before Tutu was on the scene. She also organized the first
liberal party in South Africa to combat apartheid.

"Listen, Desmond," Suzman said, "I have devoted my entire life and career to
battling against apartheid. Terrible and tragic as is apartheid, it is no way the
equivalent of the Nazi Holocaust which tried to destroy physically the entire
Jewish people. I wish you would stop exploiting that great Jewish tragedy for
your purposes.”

Tutu seemed to be embarrassed and remained silent for awhile.

But he obviously has not remained silent since then. He has consistently
exploited Judaism and the Jewish historic experience. I am not sure whether he
really believes what he has been saying about Jews and Judaism, or whether he
is cynically distorting — even raping — Jewish sancta for his own dramatic
purposes.

In 1984, in an address before the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York,
he asserted that apartheid owes its origins 1o the Holy Temple of the Jews in
Jerusalem. The temple courtyard, which separated Gentiles from Jews, was the
carliest form of Apartheid, Tutu said. So what about the courtyards that separated
priests from Levites, from Israelites, men from women?: Did that make the Jews
anti-Semitic?

Then, he freely spoke about the "arrogance of Jewish power" and "Jewish
lobby." Tutu seems to have memorized The Protocols of the Elders of Zion as
well as the Bible.

Now, on his latest visit to Israel, he flamboyantly calls for the creation of a
Palestinian state, and calls on the Jews to forgive the Nazis. Support uncondition-
ally for a PLO-dominated state is another irresponsible monkey wrench tossed

gratuitously into the delicate peace process that is painstakingly being put
together.

And while affronting Jews for not forgiving the Nazis sounds very Christian,
I have not yet heard Archbishop Tutu call on 23 million blacks in South Africa
to forgive the racist Afrikaaners.

Indeed, this self-styled disciple of Martin Luther King and Mahatma Gandhi
declared on Jan, 25, 1986, in New York, "I belicve there are situations where one
has to use force."”

Examining the record of Archbishop Tutu's declarations over recent years, I
have the conclusion that his mind-set is that of the medieval Christian tradition,

* which believed that Jews are morally exhausted and that Christianity has come

to superseded Judaism as a "superior” form of religion. Thus, we see it is classic
anti-Judaism which feeds his consistent pattern of anti-Jewish attitudes. Some
Nobei Peace Prize laureate.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is international relations consultant to the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee and is immediate past chairman of the International

 Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations.




BY MARC H. TANENBAUM

The new album from the rap
music group, Public Enemy,
with its vicious anti-Semitic
beat, should come as a surprise
to no one. It is the latest form of
degeneracy which this anar-
chic culture inevitably must
produce.

Editorial

What does come as a sicken-
ing surprise is that Jews should
be involved in promoting and
selling such a piece of anti-
Semitic poison as Welcome (o the
Terrordome. Tragically, there
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Rap and anti-Semitism:
the latest degeneracy

were a few Jews in Weimar
Germany who also supported the
early Nazi movement in order to
protect their fortunes and their
material assets. How seli-de-
structive can one be?

The band’s lead singer, Chuck
Ridenhour, charmingly called
Chuck D., is a disciple of Louis
Farrakhan. His lyrics in this
album are thoroughly stamped
with Farrakhan's anti-Semitic
venom:

Crucifixion ain’t no fiction

So-called chosen, frozen

Apology made to whoever
pleases

Still they got me, just like Jesus.

Music critics assert that rap is
a response to the frantic pace of

commerclal television. What-
ever its source, to me it is an-
other reflection of the dehuman-
ization, the assault on human-
ness which is so prevalent in
our society.

It provides the musical back-
drop for a culture exploding
with crack and ice, crime and
corruption, indifference to hu-
man suffering and sheer
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killing for kicks.

Alter the assasination of
Julius Caesar in 44 BCE, the Ro-
man Empire began to collapse.
“All was rapine, avarice and
expense,” as one author de-
scribed it. At its height, Rome
functioned as the civilized capi-
tal of the then-known world,
because of “ancient character
and men"” who were “honest,
governed themselves firmly,
knew how to obey, and served
the State.”

This rap garbage feels like the
decline that brought Rome to its
knees. Jews have a stake in re-
pulsing such moral sickness.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is
international relations consultant
to the American Jewish Committee
and is immediate past chairman
of the International Jewish Com-
mittee for Interreligious Consulta-
tions.
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BY MARC H. TANENBAUM

first met Desmond Tutu, the Anglican archbishop

of South Africa and Nobel laureate, in his church

in October 1985. Helen Suzman, the feisty anti-
apartheid leader in South Africa’s parliament,
arranged for an American Jewish Committee delega-
tion to meet with Tutu for a frank discussion about
apartheid and black-Jewish relations.

After the usual courtesies, the archbishop
launched into a long lecture to us about how apart-
heid is the equivalent of the Nazi Holocaust, and the
Jews are spectators to the black tragedy.

Suzman — as did we all — bristled with anger.
She was the first member of the South African parlia-
mentl to campaign against the evils of apartheid more
than a quarter century before Tutu was on the scene.
She also organized the first liberal party in South
Africa to combat apartheid.

“Listen, Desmond,"" Suzman said, *'I have devot-
ed my entire life and career to battling against apart-
heid. Terrible and tragic as is apartheid, it is no way
the equivalent of the Nazi Holocaust which tried to
destroy physically the entire Jewish people. I wish
you would stop exploiting that great Jewish tragedy
for your purposes.”

tu and His Anti-Jewish Attitudes

Tutu seemed to be embarrassed and remained
silent for awhile.

But he obviously has not remained silent since
then. He has consistently exploited Judaism and the
Jewish historic experience. | am not sure whether he
really believes what he has been saying about Jews
and Judaism, or whether he is cynically distorting —
even raping — Jewish sancta for his own dramatic
purposes. :

In 1984, in an address before the Jewish Theologi-
cal Seminary in New York, he asserted that apart-
heid owes its origins to the Holy Temple of the Jews in
Jerusalem. The temple courtyard, which separated
Gentiles from Jews, was the earliest form of apart-
heid, Tutu said. So what about the courtyards that
separated priests from Levites, from Israelites, men
from women? Did that make the Jews anti-Semitic?

Then, he freely spoke about the “‘arrogance of
Jewish power" and *‘the Jewish lobby." Tutu seems to
have memorized the Protocols of the Elders of Zion as
well as he has the Bible.

Now, on his latest visit to Israel, he flamboyantly
calls for the creation of a Palestinian state, and calls
on the Jews to forgive the Nazis. Support uncondition-
ally for a PLO-dominated state is another irrespon

THE JEWISH LEDGER Thursday, Feb. 8, 1090 Page 5
940208

sible monkey wrench tossed gratuitously into the
delicate peace process that is painstakingly being
put together.

And while affronting Jews for not forgiving the
Nazis sounds very Christian, I have not yet heard
Archbishop Tutu call on 23 million blacks in South
Africa to forgive the racist Afrikaaners.

Indeed, this self-styled disciple of Martin Luther
King and Mahatma Gandhi declared on Jan. 25, 1986,
in New York, "I believe there are situations where
one has to use force."

Examining the record of Archbishop Tutu's
declarations over recent years, 1 have come to the
conclusion that his mind-set is that of the medieval
Christian tradition, which believed that Jews are
morally exhausted and that Christianity has come to
supersede Judaism as a “‘superior'’ form of religion.
Thus, we ses it as classic anti-Judaism which feeds
his consistent pattern of anti-Jewish attitudes. Some
Nobel Peace Prize laureate.

(Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum is international rela-
tions consultant to the American Jewish Committee
and is immediate past chairman of the International
Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations).
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Archbishop Tutu is More Anti-Jewish Than He Acknowledges
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By Marc H. Tanenbaum RM " ly believes what he has been saying about

Jewish Telegraphic Agency o
I first met Desmond Tutu, the
Anglican archbishop of South Africa and
Ncbel laureate, in his church in October
'985. Helen Suzman, the feisty anti-
apartheid leader in South Africa’s
parliament, arranged for an American
Jewish Committee delegation to meet
with Tutu for a frank discussion about
apartheid and black-Jewish relations.

After the usual courtesies, the
archbishop launched into a long lecture
to us about how apartheid is the
equivalent of the Nazi Holocaust, and the
Jews are spectators to the black tragedy.

Suzman -- as did we all -- bristled with
anger. She was the first member of the
South African parliament to campaign
against the evils of apartheid more than a
quarter century before Tutu was on the
scene. She also organized the first liberal
party in South Africa to combat apart-
heid.

"Listen, Desmond,” Suzman said, "I
have devoted my entire life and career to
battling against apartheid. Terrible and
tragic as is apartheid, it is no way the
equivalent of the Nazi Holocaust which
tried to destroy physically the entire
Jewish people. I wish you would stop ex-
ploiting that great Jewish tragedy for
your purposes.”

Tutu seemed to be embarrassed and
remained silent for awhile. :

But he obviously has not remained
silent since then., He was consistently ex-
ploited Judaism and the Jewish historic

experience. [ am not sure whether he real-

Jews and Judaism, or whether he is cyni-
cally distorting -- even raping -- Jewish
sancta for his own dramatic purposes.

In 1984, in an address before the
Jewish Theological Seminary in New
York, asserted that apartheid owes its

origins to the Holy Temple of the Jews in
Jerusalem. The temple courtyard, which
separated Gentiles from Jews, was the
earliest form of apartheid, Tutu said. So
what about the courtyards that separated
priests from Levites, from Israelites, men
from women? Did that make the Jews
anti-Semitic?

Point
"I find it very

hard to under-
| stand the Israeli
government’s
policy. What is
happening in the
West Bank and
Gaza could, just
by changing the
names, describe
what is happen-
ing in South
Africa."

-Archbishop
Desmond Tutu in
an interview with
the Israeli newspaper Ha'aretz on the eve
of his recent trip to Israel.

"The positive thing that can come is
the spirit of forgiving, not forgetting. We
pray for those who made it happen . ..
Help us to forgive them, and help us so
that we . . . will not make others sufTer."

- Tutu at the Holocaust memorial Yad
Vashem on his trip to Israel.

Counterpoint

"The situation in
South Africa is a
domestic one in which
the majority population
is denied full repre-
sentation. The situation
in the West Bank and
Gaza is an internation- §
al conflict. The
protestors are.. . citizens of Jordan, who
are denied any form of democracy and
the right to participate in Jordanian
government affairs. There is the true
parallel.”

- Former Assistant Secretary of State
Dr.Alan Keyes, in an interview with Israel
radio, responding to
Tutu’s apraisal of the |
Palestinian problem. |

"No one has the right |,
to forgive except the
dead themselves, and the
dead were killed and
silenced by their mur-
derers."

-Author Eli Weisel, responding in New
York to Tutu’s remarks at Yad Vashem.

Then, he freely spoke about the "ar-
rogance of Jewish power" and "the Jewish
lobby." Tutu seems to have memorized
the the Protocals of the Elders of Zion as
well as he has the Bible.

Now, on his latest visit to Israel, he
flamboyantly calls for.the creation of a
Palestinian state, and calls on the Jews to
forgive the Nazis. Support unconditional-
ly for a PLO-dominated state in another
irresponsible monkey wrench tossed
gratuitously into the delicate peace
process that is painstakingly being put
together.

And while affronting Jews for not for-
giving the Nazis sounds very Christian,
have not yet heard Archbishop Tutu call
on 23 million blacks in South Africato lor-
give the racist Afrikaaners,

Indeed, this self-styled disciple of
Martin Luther King and Mahatma
Gandhideclared on Jan., 25, 1986, in New
York, "I believe there are situations where
one has to use lorce."

Examining the record of Archbisop
Tutu’s declaration over recent years, |
have come to the conclusion that his
mind-set is that of the medieval Christian
tradition, which believed that Jews are
morally exhausted and that Christianity
has come to superseded Judaism as a "su-
perior" form of religion. Thus, we see it is
classic anti-Judaism which feeds his con-
sistent pattern of anti-Jewish attitudes.
Some Nobel Peace Prize laureate.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is international
relations consullant to the American Jewish
Commiltee and is immediate past chairman of the
International Jewish Committee for Interreligious
Consultations.
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The price of appeasem@m

By MARC H. TANENBAUM

WO DOCUMENTS ISSUED recently by the Vatican
" about relations with Islam and Israel appear to be unre-

lated, but in fact may have subterranean connectionsinthe

' thinking of the Holy See and meaning for Israel and world Jewry.

The first, published last month, was an encyclical of Pope John
Paul IT on evangelizing non-Christians. Not only was it significant

from a Jewish point of view, in that Jews were not identified as*

. targets for conversion, but it confronted publicly for the first time
" the repression of Christianity in the Moslem world. s
The second was a statement issued last week that seeks to ex-
“plain why the Vatican has not estabhshod full daplomanc relations
- with Israel. ,

It asserts that the Vatican does recognize and respect the exis--
I tence of the state of Israel, and that there is no theological objection -~

- to Israel’s sovereignty. However, standing in the way of normal

. relations, the Vatican claims, are what it calls **political problems” -
— the future of Jerusalem, Palestinian' *self-determination,” and

. the status of Catholics in Israel and the territories.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is the former director of interna-
.T nonal relations of the American Jewish Committee and a pioneer -

m Vatican -Jewish relations.

* The real reason more likely is the Vatican’s fear of reprisals

- against millions of Arab Christians in Moslem countries, such as
_ Lebanon, where an estimated 150,000 Maronite Catholics were
- slaughtered by Moslems during the country’s long internecine

strife. The list of such massacres includes the Sudan, Uganda, Ni-
geria and Pakistan.
“In conversations with Vatican leaders, Jewish delegates have

- made the case that the failure of the Holy See to stand up to Moslem

Arab threats and reprisals has only served to invite further intimi-
dation of Christians.

Indeed, several Vatican officials have recently confided that
they now see as a major error the failure to establish full diplomatic
relations with Israel in 1948 — a gesture that would have made
clearto Arab extremists that the Vatican believed in Israel’s perma-

.. mence, and that the Arab Moslem world would have to come to
.-terms.with the reality.

Four decades of appeésement at Israel’s expense has not won _

- -security for Christians in Arab lands. But the pope’s willingness to -
. confront the hostility toward Christians could well be the begm-
- - ning of a change in pohcy

While the expression of firmness may be too little and too late, .

. the Vatican will need to find the wisdom to reach out to Israel with

full diplomatic relations if the church ever wants to play. a mean-

- ingful role in a Middle East peace. .
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The Vatican,*lslam', and Israel

BY MARC H. TANENBEAUM
© 1991, J.T.A., Inc.
NEW YORK— Two documents have been issued
by the Vatican in recent weeks about relations
with Islam and Israel. The separate documents

appear to be unrelated, but in fact, may have sub-

terranean connections in the Vatican's thinking and
their meaning for Israel and world Jewry.

The first document, published on Jan. 23, was
an encyclical of Pope John Paul Il on evangelizing
non-Christians. From a Jewish point of view, the
most significant fact of this encyclical was not only
that it did not point to Jews as a target for conversion,
but it confronted for the first time Islamic re-
pression of Christianity in the world of Islam.
“Not only is evangelization forbidden," the Pope said,
“but conversion as well, and even Christian wor-
ship.” :

A Vatican official commented that the Pope was
referring to “most North African and Middle East-
ern nations where Christians may practice pri-
vately but it is against the law to convert Moslems,
Saudi Arabia forbids any cult that is not Moslem."”

The second document was a Vatican statement,
issued on Feb. 6, seeking to explain why the Vat-
ican has not established full diplomatic relations

with Israel. The statement asserted that the Vati-
can does recognize and respect the existence of the
state .of Israel, and that there exists no theologi-
cal objections to Israel's sovereignty.

The bottom line of the Vatican's policy, repeat-
ed often to us in Vatican-Jewish meetings, is that
there are “political problems” that prevent the full
normalization of diplomatic relations. These “rea-
sons” usually include the future sovereignty of
Jerusalem, the occupation of the West Bank and Gaza,
Palestinian “self-determination” and the status of
Catholics in Israel and the territories.

Those are apparent reasons. The real reasons, |
have often felt, is their fear of reprisals against mil-
lions of Arab Christians in Moslem countries, such
as Lebanon, where some 150,000 Maronite Catholics
were slaughtered by Moslems. The list of such
massacres is long, including the Sudan, Uganda,
Nigeria, Pakistan, etc.

In lengthy, private conversations that several of
us have had with Vatican authorities, we have
had made the case that the failure of the pope for

years to stand up against the Moslem-Arab threats
and reprisals have in fact invited mounting in-
timidations and pressures against Christians. An
apothegm summarized this view that we expressed:

“A bleeding lamb invites the tiger."
Several Vatican officials have recently told us |
- they realize now that the Vatican made a major 1
take in not establishing full diplomatic relati
with Israel in 1948. That would have made c|
to the Arab extremists that the Vatican believe
Israel's permanency, and that the Arab Moslem w
has to come to terms with that reality.

Appeasing the Arab Moslem world at Isra
expense has obviously not brought security
the Arab Christians.

The Pope’s frontal confrontation with the Mos
world's hostility to Christians could well be the
ginning of a change in Vatican policy toward
Arab Moslem world.

What | fear is that the Holy See's belated fi
ness is too little and too late. They are going to h
to find the wisdom of normalizing full diplon
ic relations with Israel if the Vatican ever want

become a meaningful player in Middle East pe
negotiations.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, former internat

~ al relations director of the American Jewish C

mittee, is a past chairman of the Internati
Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultatic
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‘Sign of understanding

'Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
o n Feb. 19, leaders of the Polish Catholic episcopacy and of the

Solidarity-led government in Poland began digging the ground
on which the new Carmelite convent will be built. _

The convent will be the first structure to be constructed as part of the
interreligious center for dialogue and study that was agreed upon by
European Jewish leaders and four Catholic cardinals meeting in Geneva
in February 1987.. ]
~In the face of the swirling controversy and understandable anger

throughout much of the world Jewish community, it must be recorded as
a matter of historic record that the present achievement is the result of
five years of difficult but patient and tempered negotiations involving
key European, American, and Israeli Jewish leaders, the Polish Catholic
hierarchy, and the new Polish government.

Central to moving this decisive issue forward to a constructive resolu- |
tion were people of such stature as Sir Sigmund Sternberg of London,
Theo Kilein of Pans, Tullia Zevi of Rome, and the International Jewish
Committee for Interreligious Consultations, headquartered in New York
and Gcneva Cenainly several of the responsible demonstratons by
Belgian Jewish groups and WIZO helped dramatize Jewish concerns.

Those of us who were involved in week-to-week conversations with
Polish authorities knew as long as eight months ago that ail the elements
were present then for the current action. It was a matter of money (in
Poland, even the Church is poor and had to raise money from other
Catholic sources), land title purchases, architects’ plans, and finding
productive workers before the present move could be made.

“Shreiying gevall” and threatening lawsuits, many of us believed,
could only inhibit the present action, not advance it

Recently, Polish Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki said in London
that he not only supported actively the decision to move the Auschwitz
convent to a new site, but made two other commitments:

First, he said that diplomatic relations between Poland and Israel
would be resumed shortly. Second, he has set up an international com-
mission of Poles and world Jewry to redesign the museum at Auschwitz,
“to do justice (o the tragedy of the Jewish people” and the other victims.

If all parties manage to behave in a serious, responsible manner
during the coming months — and not seize on Auschwitz as an occasion
for personal and/or institutional publicity — we may finally be able to
honor and do justice to the memory of the 6 million whose tragedy has
. been denied or distorted in Poland for more than 40 years.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is international relations consullant to the American Jewish
Committee and is immediate past chairman of the International Jewish C¢ ittee for
Interreligious Consultations. —
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~ (xerman Reunifié_t—ion Calls
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~ For Wise Jewish Strategy

By MARC H. TANENBAUM

NEW YORK (JTA) — The
issue of German reunification
has quite rightly emerged as a
central concern in interna-
tional relations, particularly so
for Jewish foreign policy.

Despite all the analysis and
punditry, there seems to be a
strange passing in the night
between some German leaders
and their Euro neighbors,
including the Jewish people.

There are two Germanies —
the Germany of history and
the Germany of today. In much
of the anxious public discus-
sion over reunification, Ger-
man leaders appear to concen-
trate almost entirely on the
Germany of today, avoiding or
denying the Germany of his-
tory.

The European neighbors —
France, Great Britain, Italy,
Poland, Czechoslovakia, the
Soviet Union and for self-
evident reasons, world Jewry,
perceive modern Germany pri-
marily as the Germany of his-
tory.

Modern Germany, as I can
testify from mue
experience in that country, is a
solid constitutional democ-
racy, committed to civil and
political liberties for all its
citizens.

Since the days of Chancellor

.. Konrad Adenauer, the Federal
"~ -Republic has had a strong posi-

" . tions.to Jewish survivors of

tive record of commerce, trade

” and, cultural exchanges with '
t of repara-.:

" the Nazi Holocaust. That is the

" Germany that Chancellor Kohl =
- concentrates on in the current

debates. -- .
The Germany of history pro-

" “duced the horrors of World

e

personal ’

War I and the Nazi Holocaust
of World War II. But to stu-
dents of German history, the
anxieties are reinforced by the
awareness of the 1,000-year-
old dominance of the Holy
Roman Empire, which was led
by German emperors who
sought to realize the fantasy of
a “world theocratic empire.”

In his ‘““‘Basic History of
Modern Germany,” Professor
Louis Snyder wrote, “‘Ger-
many has never been a typi-
cally European nation . . . The
Western ideals of liberty,
auality and fraternity did not

e firm root in German soil;

instead, the option of German
rulers was for Eastern author-

itarianism with a thin veneer

of Western constitutionalism.

The twin currents of liberalism ~

and democracy were over-
whelmed in the Germanies,
and in Germany by the forces
of nationalism and militar-
ism.”

There is a double task of
reciprocal honesty that the
reunification movement

ires before it becomes an
ami:iguous fact of life. German
leaders need to confront once
again that long and frighten-
ing history and assure that the
constitutional restraints are
institutionalized so that there
will be no possibilities of rever-

Vo

sion to those destructive pat-
terns of the past.

While insisting on such
assurances, European nations
— and world Jewish leaders —
need honestly to acknowledge
that the Germany of 1990 is
not the Germany of 1945, and
help validate the democratic
Germany as the model for a
reunified Germany. And that
means, among other things,
demilitarization.and integra-
tion fully into the NATO Alli-
ance.

One final strategic point for
Jews (that runs the risk of
being misunderstood). There is

90030
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abundant concern in both East 5~

and West European countries

over German reunification and <

its possible threats to their
security. It is in the best Jew-
ish interest, I believe, for those

European countries as well as

the United States to be in the
forefront of pressing these
concerns on Germany. World
Jewry and Israel ought not
appear to be the primary

" agents opposing reunification,

and thereby become scape-
goated.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is inter-
national relations consultant to the
American Jewish Committee and is
immediate past chairman of the Inter-
national Jewish Committee for Inter-
religious Consultations.
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JEWISH-CHRISTIAN RELATIONS:
Achievements and an Unfinished Agenda

_“If, after two millennia of estrangement and hostility, Christians and
Jews can create a genuine culture of mutual esteem and reciprocal
caring, [it] could become a sign and an inspiration of hope to other

religions, races, and ethnic groups. . . .

by Marc H. Tanenbaum

INCE the adoption of Nosira Aetare by
Vatican Council 11 in 1965, the Cath-
olic church and the Jewish people have ex-
perienced what rightly has been called a
“‘revolution in mutval esteem.” That
transformation of a 1,900-vear-old en-
counter between Christians and Jews,
which had been characterized mainly by a
culture of contempt—a deicide culture
against the Jews—into a radically new cul-
ture of ‘‘covenantal parinership” and
growing mutual esteem is a momentous
achievement in its own terms. It is an ac-
complishment, even in its infancy, that
also resonates with moral and spiritual
meaning for enabling us to understand and
cope constructively with the enormous
challenges and threats posed by the im-
mense diversity of religions, races, ethnic
groups, and political ideologies in the plu-
ralistic world we inhabit.

Today, there are about 12,000,000 refu-
gees scattered throughout the world, some
6,000,000 in Africa alone. Many, if not
most, are victims of profound religious,
racial, and tribal conflicts. In a large num-
ber of these tragedies, religious fanaticism
and absolutistic, messianic nationalism
have become the terrible chemistries which
resulted in these explosions, causing so
much human devastation and pain.

The late psychoanalyst Eric Fromm, a
great humanist, became disturbed deeply
by the growing pattern of violence and
fanaticism throughout so many pars of
the world. At the time of the strife between
Hindus and Muslims in India, he carried
out a clinical psychoanalytic study of that
intergroup violence. In The Anatomy of

Rabbi Tanenbaum is international rela-
tions consulitant, American Jewish Com-
mittee, New York.

>y

Human Destructiveness, Fromm conclud-
ed that there is **a pathological dynamic’’
at work in such religious-political con-
flicts, which he termed '‘Group Narcis-
sism."" As is the case with individual nar-
cissism, groups that are narcissistic attri-
bute 1o themselves all the virtue and ulti-
mate value, while denying value 10 the out-
side group—"‘the other.”” The narcissistic
group views itself as superior and regards
the other as inferior. This mentality leads
to a process of dehumanization or **‘mon-
storizing”’ in which
the so-called superior
group feels justified
in emptying the al-
leged inferior group
of all human dignity
and value. Such de-
humanization be-
comes the precondi-
tion, as well as the
justification, for
destroying the other.

There are 1wo cor-
ollaries to this pro-
cess which Fromm
characterized as the
engine of such vast
destructiveness.
First, physical vio-
lence against a per-
son or group invari-
ably is preceded by
verbal violence. White
racist segregationists
in the American South
invariably abused

lence against the Jews, the Polish people,
and gypsies, among others, reducing tha
to dehumanized uniermenschen as a cul-
tural precondition for their systematic po-
groms. In every instance, it becomes easier
to destroy human beings when they are re-
duced to caricatures filled with contempt
and hostility. 2
Second, in practically every major reli-
gious, racial, and tribal conflict, there is
nonexistent or seriously undeveloped reli-
gious ideology or political doctrine of co-

In March, 1963, a historic meeting occurred between Vatican ans
Jewish leaders to exchange views about the text that was being
prepared by Cardinal Augustin Bea's Vatican Secretariat on
Catholic-Jewish Relations for consideration and tinal adoption
by Vatican Council Il. (Left to right) The Rev. Stephen Schmidl,
secretary to Cardinal Bea; Rabbi Leon Fram, president, Central
Conference of American Rabbis; Rabbi Abraham Joshua Hes

chel, professor of Jewish ethics and mysticism, Jewish Theolog
ical Seminary; Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, then national interrelr
gious affairs director, American Jewish Committee; and Cardin
al Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion 0
Christian Unity and of the Vatican Secretariat on Religious Rela:
tions with the Jewish People.

blacks verbally be-
fore carrying out
their lynchings. The
Nazis engaged in Sys-
tematic verbal vio-
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existence in a pluralist society. There are
simply no religious or ideological resources
for living with differences that invariably
are experienced as a threat, rather than the
possibility of becoming a source of enrich-
ment.

A great reversal of historic proportions
has taken place in the Church’s relation-
ship to Judaism and the Jewish people
since the adoption of Nostra Aerare. Pope
John Paul II expressed that new spirit
powerfully during a Feb. 15, 1985, audi-
ence with the American Jewish Commit-
tee: *l am convinced and [ am happy to
state on this occasion that the relationships
between Jews and Christians have radical-
ly improved in these years. Where there
was ignorance and therefore prejudice and
stereotypes, there is now growing mutual
knowledge, appreciation, and respect.
There is, above all, love between us, that
kind of love, I mean, which is for both of
us a fundamental injunction of our reli-
gious traditions and which the New Testa-
ment has received from the Old.’” Then, as
if to suggest his idea of pluralism between
Christians and Jews, he added, ‘‘Love in-
volves understanding. It also involves
frankness and the freedom to disagree in a
prolhcrly way where there are reasons for
| Fuld

Pope John Paul II, building on the
foundations laid by his predecessors, Pope
John XXIII and Pope Paul VI, personally
has made a singular contribution in rede-
fining and advancing on deep theological,
moral, and human levels improved under-
standings between the Catholic Church
and the Jewish people. That should not
obscure the fact that there are significant
differences regarding certain policies and
actions—relating mainly to some interpre-
tations of the Nazi Holocaust and the state
of Israel. However, anyone who wishes to
speak seriously about the role of the Pope
in his inspired commitment to fostering
genuine solidarity and mutual respect be-
tween the Catholic Church and the Jewish
people has a moral duty to study the texts
of his numerous addresses and declarations
contained in On Jews and Judaism,
1979-1986.

The Church and
the Jewish people

The spiritual bond with Jews is under-
stood properly as “‘a sacred one, stemming
as it does from the mysterious will of God,"
Pope John Paul 11 stated in 1985. The rela-
tionship is not marginal to the Church. It
reaches to the very essence of the nature of
Christian faith itself, so that to deny it is to
deny something essential to the teaching of
the Church.

The dialogue between Catholics and
Jews is not one between past (Judaism)
and presemt (Christianity) realities, as if
the former had been superseded or displac-
ed by the Eatter. “‘On the contrary,’” the
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Pope declared to the Jewish community of
Mainz in 1980, *‘it is a question rather of
reciprocal enlightenment and explanation,
just as is the relationship between the
Scriptures themselves.”” Instead of the tra-
ditional terms of Old Testament and New
Testament, which might be understood to
imply that the *“‘old has been abrogated in
favor of the new,"’ the Pope, in a 1986 ad-
dress to the Jews of Australia, suggested
the use of ‘‘the Hebrew Scriptures’ and
*‘the Christian Scriptures’ as appropriate
alternatives.

In his historic visit to the Great Syna-
gogue of Rome in 1986, the first such visit
since Apostolic times, the Pope asserted,
““The Jewish religion is not ‘extrinsic’ to
us, but in a certain way is ‘intrinsic’ to our
own religion. With Judaism, therefore, we
have a relationship which we do not have
with any other religion. You are dearly be-
loved brothers and in a certain way, it
could be said that you are our elder broth-
ers.'l

Speaking to the Jewish community of
Mainz, he cited ‘‘the spiritual heritage of
Israel for the Church™ as *‘a living heri-
tage, which must be understood and pre-
served in its depth and richness by us Cath-
olic Christians.”’ The ‘“‘common spiritual
patrimony'” of Jews and Christians is not
something of the past, but of the present
which includes an understanding of post-
biblical Judaism and *‘the faith and reli-
gious life of the Jewish people as they are
professed and practiced still today,’”” he
declared in 1982,

The Pope teaches that the Jews remain
God's chosen people in the fullest sense
(‘“*most dear’’), and this in no way dimin-
ishes the Church’s own affirmation of its
own standing as ‘‘the people of God."” In
Mainz, the Pope addressed the Jewish
community as ‘‘the people of God of the
Old Covenant, which has never been re-
voked by God,”” referring to Romans
11:29, and emphasized ‘‘the permanent
value’” of both the Hebrew Scriptures and
the Jewish community that witnesses to
those Scriptures as sacred texts.

In his very first audience with Jewish
representatives in 1979, the Pope reaffirm-
ed the Second Vatican Council’s repudia-
tion of anti-Semitism “‘as opposed to the
very spirit of Christianity’* and which “‘in
any case, the dignity of the human person
alone would suffice to condemn.”” He has
repeated this message in country after
country throughout the world.

In 1985, on the 20th anniversary of Nos-
tra Aetate, the Pope stated that ‘‘anti-
Semitism, in its ugly and sometimes violent
manifestations, should be completely era-
dicated.”” He called the attention of the
whole Church to the mandate given in the
1985 Vatican Notes to develop Holocaust
curricula in Catholic schools and catechet-
ical programs: *“‘For Catholics, as the
Notes . . . have asked them to do, to fath-
om the depths of the extermination of

many millions of Jews during World War
II and the wounds thereby inflicted on the
consciousness of the Jewish people, theo-
logical reflection is also needed.”

The complexities of the Middle East sit-
vation and the differences between the
Holy See and Israel on the issue of estab-
lishing full diplomatic relations are well-
known. The Pope has expressed generally
positive views on a moral plane toward the
state of Israel, as disclosed in his Apostolic
Letter of April 20, 1984: ‘‘Jews ardently
love her [Jerusalem] and in every age ven-
erate her memory, abundant as she is in
many remains and monuments from the
time of David who chose her as the capital,
and of Solomon who built the Temple
there. Therefore, they turn their minds 1o
her daily, one may say, and point to her as
a sign of their nation. For the Jewish peo-
ple who live in the state of Israel and who
preserve in that land such precious testi-
monies of their history and their faith, we
must ask for the desired security and the
due tranquility that is the prerogative of
every nation and condition of life and of
progress for every society.”

Beyond the rethinking of the traditional
understanding of Jews and Judaism, he
has called upon Catholics to undertake a
major effort: **We should aim in this field,
that Carholic teaching at its different lev-
els, in catechesis to children and young
people, presents Jews and Judaism, not
only in an honest and objective manner,
free from prejudices and without any of-
fences, but also with full awareness of the
[Jewish] heritage.”’

The Pope repeatedly affirms his vision
for Jews and Christians of joint social ac-
tion and witness to the One God and the
reality of the Kingdom of God as the de-
fining point of human history. This way of
collaboration *‘in service to humanity”’ as
a means of preparing for God’s Kingdom
unites Jews and Christians on a level that,
in a sense, can be said to be deeper than
the doctrinal distinctions that divide them
historically. His views have been reinfore-
ed by pronouncements issued by National
Bishops Conferences in the U.S., Austria,
Holland, Belgium, France, Switzerland,
the Federal Republic of Germany, Colom-
bia, and Brazl. Individual cardinals and
bishops, as well as theologians, have made
pronouncements on a variety of religious
and moral issues relating to Catholic-Jew-
ish bonds that have enlarged the culture of
mutual esteem.

To appreciate the dramatic changes in
Catholic teaching about Jews and Juda-
ism, one needs only to examine the con-
trasts in educational materials published
since the Vatican Council with textbooks
and teaching manuals in common use into
the 1960’s. The St. Louis University text-
book studies conducted in the U.S. by
three Catholic sisters under the supervision
of Jesuit Father Trafford Maher revealed
teachings of hostility and contempt that
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lent credence to Jewish concerns about
Christian polemical traditions as a source
of anti-Semitism.

In Europe, the Louvain and Pro Deo
University studies which examined Catho-
lic educational materials in a variety of
languages—Italian, French-speaking
countries (Belgium, France, Switzerland,
and Canada), and Spanish—showed that
teachings of contempt were widespread
throughout the religious culture. Summar-
izing these findings, Claire Huchet-Bish-
op, a Catholic scholar, wrote in How
Carholics Look at Jews that many young
Catholics in these countries still were being
instructed in the 1960’s, 20 years after the
Nazi Holocaust, the following teachings:
® The Jews are collectively responsible
for the Crucifixion and they are a ‘‘deicide
people.”
® The Diaspora is the Jews’ punishment
for the Crucifixion and for their cry, *‘His
blood be upon us and upon our children.””
® Jesus predicted the punishment of his
people; the Jews were and remained cursed
by him and by God; Jerusalem, as a city, is
particularly guilty.

@ The Jewish people as a whole rejected
Jesus during his lifetime because of their
materialism.

® The Jewish people have put themselves
beyond salvation and are consigned to
eternal damnation.

@ The Jewish people have been unfaithful
to their mission and are guilty of apostasy.
@ Judaism was once a troe religion, but
then became ossified and ceased to exist
with the coming of Jesus.

@ The Jews are no longer the Chosen
People, but have been superseded as such
by the Christians.

Bishop noted that charges against the Jew-
ish people were accompanied by a rhetoric
of invective—‘‘verbal violence’’—which
auributed the most vicious motives 10
them.

In citing these themes of negative theol-
ogy toward the Jews, it is not my intention
10 obsess about the past, nor to seek to
evoke guilt. Rather, my purpose is to un-
derscore that the radical improvement in
Catholic-Jewish relations, theologically
and morally significant in itself, also may
be a model of how it is possible 1o trans-
form a culture that once demonized and
thereby dehumanized a people into a
whole new culture of rehumanization. It
also has something to teach us about the
importance of overcoming verbal violence

and toxic language which destroy human
dignity and family solidarity, and replace
those invectives with healing language of
respect and mutual affirmation. That les-

~ son applies equally to Jews as well as
Christians, and, I believe, to all groups
who are afflicted by such dehumanizing
tendencies.

In the U.S., Eugene Fisher, executive
secretary of the Secretariat for Catholic-
Jewish Relations of the National Confer-

ence of Catholic Bishops, published a
study of post-Vatican Council 11 Catholic
textbooks covering 16 major religion series
used in the grade and high school levels. In
Faith Wirhout Prejudice, he found great
improvements in the treatment of many of
the past troublesome themes. For exam-
ple, he found clear references to the Jew-
ishness of Jesus, which mostly had been
avoided in the past, and the notion of Jew-
ish suffering as an expression of Divine
retribution completely eliminated from the
textbooks. References to the Holocaust
were handled with great sensitivity, though
those 1o violence against Jews during the
Crusades and the Inquisition and to the
modern state of Israel he found to be still
inadequate.

In the growing atmosphere of confi-
dence and trust, the Jewish community has
conducted its own self-studies of its text-
books in terms of what Jewish schools
teach about Christians and Christianity.
The studies found that, while Judaism has
been influenced in its development by in-
teraction with Christianity more than gen-
erally is acknowledged (Maimonides and
St. Thomas Aquinas, etc.), it does not de-
fine itself in contrast or comparison with
Christianity. The Jewish-Christian en-
counter, as described in Jewish high-
school textbooks, is social and historical,
not doctrinal or theological. On the one
hand, this avoids the problem of polemical
approaches to Christianity; on the other,
recounting the episodes of persecution, ex-
pulsion, and massacres which Jews suf-
fered at the hands of Christians for cen-
turies, and which are among the realities of
Jewish history, tends to leave a negative
image, not so much of Christian faith, but
of the Church as temporal power. In fair-
ness, it must be said that this negative im-
age is offset somehow by atiention paid 10
righteous Christians who shielded and
protected Jews across the years, and to the
high value assigned in Jewish textbooks 10
religious and culiural pluralism and hu-
man kinship.

Still, many Jews—Ilike many Catholics
—are not aware of the momentous chang-
es in Catholic thinking about Jews and
Judaism that have issued from the highest
levels of the Church since Vatican Council
I1. As part of the future agenda, Jewish
students, as well as others in the genéral
Jewish population, need to be informed of
these developments both in formal educa-
tion and through mass communications.

An unfinished agenda

Education. While remarkable progress
has been made since Vatican Coundil I,
there is still much to be done to change
habits of thinking. The self-definition-by-
denigration model has not yet been replac-
ed fully on the pedagogical level. Current
scholarship which sets the conflict events
described in the New Testament—particu-

larly the Passion narratives and the por-
trayal of the Pharisees—into historical
perspective should be reflected in text-
books, teachers’ manuals, teacher train-
ing, and seminary education and by homil-
ists and clergy to a much greater extent
than at present. In Jewish education, par-
ticularly the seminaries, there is need 10
overcome the little knowledge abc.:
Christian beliefs and the history of present
communities, as well as a longer view of
the development of Christian thought and
history.

Communications. There should be a
concern that commitment 10 improved
Jewish-Christian relations is progressing
primarily among the “‘ecumenical gener-
als,” leaving a substantial gap with the
vast number of ‘‘infantry troops.” 4
thoughtful, creative, and systematic use of
modern means of public education
through mass communications would help
close this gap and give depth to Jewish-
Christian solidarity.

Joint witness, social justice, and hu-
man rights. The epidemic of dehumani-
zation in large parts of the world is, I be-
lieve, one of the most profound challenges
facing Christians and Jews. Fanaticism.
resort to verbal and physical violence, 1c:-
ture, terrorism, and violations of human
rights and freedom of conscience are daily
assaults on the dignity of human life
created in the Divine image. Close colla-
boration of Christians and Jews who share
a common vision of biblical humanism
could become a critical mass in sitemming
the forces of dehumanization and in up-
holding the preciousness of every life in
God's human family. There are model:
and structures in both the Christian and
Jewish communities for advancing this
fundamental objective of redemption. It
requires moral will, commitment, and
courageous leadership.

World refugees and hunger. At a
time when nations and peoples squander
billions on arms races and weapons of
death and destruction, it is scandalous that
such modest resources are available to help
relieve the staggering hunger, starvation,
poverty, and diseases in so many parts of
the developing world. Wherever and
whenever Christians and Jews join hands
together and mobilize their common will
and material resources, they make a cru-
cial difference in relieving vast suffering
and saving human lives.

Pluralism. If, after two millennia of es-
trangement and hostility, Christians and
Jews can create a genuine culture of mutu-
al esteem and reciprocal caring, the Chris-
tian-Jewish dialogue could become a sign
and an inspiration of hope to other reli-
gions, races, and ethnic groups to turn
away from contempt to realizing authentic
human fraternity. This pluralistic model of
the Jewish-Christian symbiosis may be the
most important service that we have to of-
fer 10 our troubled world.
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= QOur values, history, practicality converge

b By
" RABBI MARC TANENBAUM

: any American Jewish organ-
izations have issued public
statements condemning the
early international indifference

to the plight of the Iraqi Kurds and Shi‘ite
Muslims fleeing Saddam Hussein's bru-
taliry.

'lt‘:wo leading Jewish overseas relief agen-
cies — the American Jewish Joint Distribu-
tion Commitiee and the American Jewish
World Service — two weeks ago launched
major national campaigns 10 provide food,
clothing and medical aid to the Iraqi refu-
gess. 'F'he AJWS also announced that it
would be chaaneling Jts resources through

the International Rescue Commitiee, & non-
* gectarian rellef group formed I the 1930s

io rescue refugees from Nazi Germany.

Fhe

1 serve on the boards of both the ATWS
and the International Rescue Committee.
During discussions of what would be an ap-
propriate response 1o the crisis, everyone
sympathized with the victims, But some
Jews questioned the idea of providing aid
10 the biuerly anti-Israel — and in many
cases anti-Semitic — Shi'ite Muslims,

With like-minded others, I counselled that
we have no moral alternative to aiding in
the relief of the hunger, disease and suffer-
ing of these unfortunate people.

Tam fully conscious of the anti-Israe] and

.anti-Semitic culture that pervades much of

the Muslim world. But if the sole criterion
for deciding when to save lives were the vic-
tims' opinions about Israel .and the Jews,
none of the Jewish relief agencies — or the
State of Israel = would be working lo coun-

trles such as Ethlopla, Kenya, Mozamblque
ot Upanda, = * . "y
In making the declslon to Joln others n

providing aid to Iraqi refugees, there is a
convergence of Jewish values, Jewish his-
tory and practicality.

" Tithor olam (repairing the world) and sav-

ing human lives are primary, fundamental
Jewish values, !.f]udgism is taken serious-
ly, it can only be interpreted as conferring
an inescapable obligation to reduce human
suffering and salvage human beings from
destruction.

The Jewish historical experience has trau-
matized us, in the words of Rabbi Abraham
1. Heschel, into an awareness **of the in-
difference 1o evil and the evil of in-
difference."’

This awareness of evil and its conse-
quences is not a product only of recent his-
tory; lts roots go back millenia, The
Talmudle scholar Rabbl Joseph B, Solove

* elichik hae sald that God put the Jews

through the hell of Egyptian slavery so that

| CA'A/’L}D W} U?WJ‘(IA; /V?,W% : q/’Q/t”

-

Jews must help relieve suffering wherever it occurs

they might become rachamanim b'ﬁ

rachamanim — a people made, by their own

:tfcxing, hypersensitive to the suffering of
ers. . -

Fms;ljy. my years of expeﬁém in work-
ing on world refugee and hunger programs

* in Africa, Asia and Latin America have per-

suaded me that involvement by Jews and Is-
raelis in relieving human suffering often
leads 1 re-cxamination by Third World peo-
ples of the hostile amimdes toward Isracl and
Jews instilled in them by Arab propaganda,
The rescue of Ethiopian Jewry shows what
can occur as a result of one country under-
going such a change in anirude.

(JTA)
(Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, for 30 years
the director of the intemanional relarions
of the American Jewish Commits
te¢, (s now a lacrurer, wriler and cons *
sultam,) : ' :')
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[slamic fanatics threaten
Soviet Jews and all air
travel heading for Israel

by Marc H. Tanenbaum
(©1990 JTA Inc.)

NEW YORK — Suppose a group of
Italian or Irish immigrants wanted to
come to the United States, mainly for
repatriation with their families. And
suppose a group of American extrem-
ists declared they would not let theminto
this country because the United States
belonged to them.

And further, suppose the American
extremists said that, if the ltalian or Irish
immigrants embarked for America, they
would explode Alitalia or Aer Lingus air-
lines.

How do you think American ltalians
and Irish peoples would feel about those
threats? Pretty much the same way, |
think, that most of the Jewish people
feel about the latest threats Islamic fa-
natics have made about blowing up East
European airlines carrying Soviet Jews
to Israel.

The Soviet Jews are now caught in a
terrible double bind. if they remain in the
Soviet Union, the right-wing nationalists
such as Pamyat threaten many of them
with anti-Semitic pogroms. Should they

emigrate to Israel, Islamic extremists
threaten to destroy the Soviet and other
East European planes.

Meitherthe Soviet Union northe United
States —nor any country for that matter
—canaffordto capitulate to these thugs.
For, if they do, secure international air
transportation will become hostage to
this latest form of piracy, and no one
anywhere will be secure.

The one bright spot in this dismal
scene took place recently, when Po-
land’'s Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazow-
iecki, speaking at an impressive Ameri-
can Jewish Congress dinner in New
York, said that his country is prepared to
play a role in helping Soviet Jews emi-
grate.

Ironically, if he acts on his words, it
may be a Polish leader who will .give
backbone to the superpowers not to
knuckle under to these Islamic terror-
ists.

(Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is inter-
national relations consultant lo the
American Jewish Committee and is
immediate past chairman of the Intema-
tional Jewish Committee for Interre-
ligious Consultations.)
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And further, suppose the American
extremists said that, if the Italian or Irish
immigrants embarked for America, they
would explode Alitalia or Aer Llngus air-
lines. '
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NEW YORK
NE observer said that he imagined for the
first time what it felt like standing at the
foot of Mount Sinai receiving the Ten Com-
mandments. Another said that is what it must have
been like when thousands of Israelite pilgrims
+ thronged the Holy Temple in Jerusalem for the three
pilgrimage festivals.

They were Irying lo describe the experience of
April 26, when some 20,000 traditional Jews assem-
bled reverently in Madison Square Garden in New
York. Under the inspiration of the Agudath Iarael Or-
ganization, this mammoth group came together to
celebrate the completion of the ninth cycle of daily

The Day Madison Square G;n'den Became A Giant Yeshiva

study of the Talmud, the Daf Yomi Hashas.
The political manipulations of some of the leaders
of the Agudath Israel and other Orthodox parties in

Israel hardly attracts me as one of their admirers.
But their otherwise deep commitment and advocacy
of study of Torah and performance of mitzvot is ad-
mirable.

A special poignancy emerged from this extraordi-
nary assembly of black-garbed men and modestly
dressed women when they dedicated this event of
prayer and religious study to the memory of the 6 mil-
lion Jews murdered in the Nazi Holocaust.

From the 16th century until World War 11, East-
ern European, and especially Polish Jewry, were the

Tha Sewsish Ledgw May 24 199,
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chiel world center of Judaism. Talmudic learning,
with its unique capacity to guide the Jewish way of
life and to train the mind sharply, was the national
pastime of those Jewish communities.

Pilpul tournaments (“pilpul”’ meaning literally
“pepper'’ for the spicy Talmudic dialectic) were held
regularly in Polish fairs, markets, and poetical mest-
ings — a far cry from the hockey games, basketball
games and circuses normally found at Madison
Square Garden.

Adolf Hitler and his Nazis attempted to destroy
that remarkable spiritual treasure. The sounds of
Torah learning filling the bleachers of Madison
Square Garden demonstrated that ultimately Hitler -
has failed, and the religious spirit of Judaism has
prevailed.

The Day Madison Square Garden Bem A Giant Yeshiva

BY MARC H. TANENBAUM
© 1990, . TA.. Inc.
NEW YORK

NE observer said that he imagined for the
first time what it felt like standing at the
foot of Mount Sinai receiving the Ten Com-

mandments. Another said that is what it must have
been like when thousands of Israelite pilgrims
thronged the Holy Temple in Jerusalem for the three
pilgrimage festivals, '

They were trying to describe the experience of °

April 26, when some 20,000 traditional Jews assem-
bled reverently in Madison Square Garden in New
York. Under the inspiration of the Agudath Israel Or-
ganization, this mammoth group came together to
celebrate the completion of the ninth cycle of daily

study of the Talmud, the Daf Yomi Hashas.

The political manipulations of some of the leaders
of the Agudath Israel and other Orthodox parties in
Israel hardly attracts me as one of their admirers.
But their otherwise deep commitment and advocacy
uf' sh;:liy of Torah and performance of mitzvot is ad-
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chief world center of Judaism. Talmudic learning,
with its unique capacity to guide the Jewish way of
life and to train the mind sharply, was the national
pastime of those Jewish communities.

Pilpul tournaments (*“pilpul’ meaning literally
“'pepper” for the spicy Talmudic dialectic) were held
regularly in Polish fairs, markets, and poetical meet-
ings — a far cry from the hockey games, basketball
games and circuses normally found at Madison
Square Garden.

Adolf Hitler and his Nazis attempted to destroy
that remarkable spiritual treasure. The sounds of
Torah learning filling the bleachers of Madison
Square Garden demonstrated that ultimately Hitler
has failed, and the religious spirit of Judaism has
prevailed.
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Became A Giant Yeshiva

By Marc H. Tanenbaum
(Copyright 1990, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

One observer said that he imagined
for the first time what it felt like
standing at the foot of Mount Sinai
receiving the Ten Commandments.
Another said that is what it must
have been like when thousands of
Israelite pilgrims thronged the Holy
Temple in Jerusalem for the three
pilgrimage festivals.

They were trying to describe the
* experience of April 26, when some
20,000 traditional Jews assembled
reverently in Madison Square Garden
in New York. Under the inspiration
of the Agudath Israel Organization,
this mammoth group came together
to celebrate the completion of the
ninth cycle of daily study of the
Talmud, the Daf Yomi Siyum
Hashas.

The political manipulations of
some of the leaders of the Agudath
Israel and other Orthodox parties in
Israel hardly attracts me as one of
their admirers. But their otherwise
deep commitment and advocacy of
study of Torah and performance of
mitzvot is admirable.

A special poignancy emerged from
this extraordinary assembly of black-
garbed men and modestly dressed
women when they dedicated this
event of prayer and religious study to

the memory of the 6 million Jews
murdered in the Nazi Holocaust.

From the 16th century until World
War 11, Eastern Europe, and
especially Polish Jewry, were the chief
world center of Judaism. Talmudic
learning, with its unique capacity to
guide the Jewish way of life and to
train the mind sharply, was the
national pastime of those Jewish
communities.

Pilpul tournaments (“pilpul”
meaning literally “pepper” for the
spicy Talmudic dialectic) were held
regularly in Polish fairs, markets, and
poetical meetings — a far cry from the
hockey games, basketball games and
circuses normally found at Madison
Square Garden.

Adolph Hitler and his Nazis
attempted to destroy that remarkable
spiritual treasure. The sounds of
Torah learning filling the bleachers of
Madison Square Garden
demonstrated that ultimately Hitler
has failed, and the religious spirit of
Judaism has prevailed.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is
international relations consuliant to
the American Jewish Commiitee and
is immediate past chairman of the
International Jewish Committee for
Interreligious Consultations.




Reform In Israel is American Jewish Concern Too

BY MARC H, TANENBAUM
® 1980, |.T.A., Inc.

HE process that led to the formation of the

most right-wing, Likud-led government since

the establishment of the State of Israel has
dramatically demonstrated how unwieldy the demo-
cratic process has become in the Jewish state.

The horse-trading and deal-making with minus-
cule nationalist and religious parties show how out of
proportion these parties’ powers have become in the
procedure of selecting an Israeli government,

So concerned have major American Jewish lead-

Qo062 1

ers become over this that last week, they issued a
joint statement calling for basic revision of the elec-
toral process.

The signators included the current chairman and
four former chairmen of the Conference of Presi-
dents of Major American Jewish Organizations,
heads of major Jewish organizations, prominent busi-
ness people, lawyers, politicians, literary figures and
rabbis from the three branches of Judaism, all deeply
commiltted to Israel's well-being,

Asserting the group's support for the growing
electoral reform movement in Israel, the statement

The Sewsh Led ger June 3, 199,

said: “A parliament, elected by proportional repre-
sentation through a party list system, with only a one
percent threshold for party participation, will neces-
sarily be fractionalized.

*‘Recent experience has demonstrated that the
major parlies in such a system, when attempting to
form a government, become hostage to the demands
of smaller, narrow-issue parties, and if the major
parties join together in a government of ‘national uni-
ty,’ that government is paralyzed on serious matters

in which they differ.”
(Continued on Page 15)




“Reform

(Continued from Page 19)

Pointing out that “*all polls
show that the Israeli elector-
ate overwhelmingly supports
reform,” the signators to the
statement called on Israel's
political leaders, of all par-
ties, to promptly create a new
electoral system, ‘‘consistent
with democratic values, that
will provide for effective
government.”

Asone of those signators, [
received a letter this week
from Dr. Arye Carmon, presi-
dent of the Israel-Diaspora In-
stitute, which coordinated the
statement-signing project. He
said that when the statement
was presented to President
Chaim Herzog, iz spoke of
“his deep anxiety about cur-
rent developments.”

“In these days, in which
Israel's isolation is increas-
ing, the challenges engen-
dered by the huge influx of
Soviet Jewish immigration
and renewed threats from the

I Arabworld, a stalemated gov-
ernment is clearly a disaster
for the future of our society.

“We believe that electoral
reform is the key to remedy
the current system's ills, both
in terms of accountability and
governability."

Electoral reformis clearly
an internal political matter
for Israel’s citizenry. But the
consequences of continued
electoral stagnation seriously
affect not only Israel's rela-
tions with foreign govern-
ments, particularly the United
States, but Jewish commu-
nities throughout the Dias-
pora.

For reasons of both do-
mestic and foreign affairs,
Israeli leaders of all political
parties would do well not toig-
nore the heartfelt sentiments
of the American Jewish lead-
ership.
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BY MARC H. TANENBAUM
(Copyright 1990, Jewish
Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

NEW YORE—The process
that led to the formation of the
most right-wing, Likud-led gov-
er t since the establish t
of the State of Israel has dramat-
ically demonstrated how unwiel-
dy the democratic process has
become in the Jewish state.

The horse-trading and deal-
making with minuscule national-
ist and religious parties show
how out of proportion these par-
ties' powers have become in the
procedure of selecting an Israeli
government.

So concerned have major
American Jewish leaders become
over this that last week, they
i d & joint stat t calling
for basic revision of the electoral
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“consistent with demo-

process.

The signators included the
current chairman and four for-
mer chairmen of the Conference
of Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations, heads of
major Jewish organizations,
prominent business people,
lawyers, politicians, literary fig-
ures and rabbis from the three
branches of Judaism, all deeply
committed to Israel's well-being.

Asserting the group’s support
for the growing electoral reform
movement in Israel, the state-
ment said: “A parliament, elected

cratic values, that will provide
for effective government.”

As one of those signators, I
received a letter this week from
Dr. Arye Carmon, president of
the Israel-Diaspora Institute,
which coordinated the
statement-signing project. He
said that when the statement
was presented to President
Chaim Herzog, he spoke of “his
deep anxiety about current
developments.”

“In these days, in which
Israel’s isolation is increasing,
the chall d "b}‘ﬂ‘lﬂ

by proportional representation
through a party list system, with
only a 1 percent threshold for
party participation, will neces-
sarily be fractionalized.
*Recent experience has
demonstrated that the major
parties in such a system, when
attempting to form a govern-
ment, become hostage to the
demands of smaller, narrow-
issue parties, and if the major
parties join together in a govern-
ment of ‘national unity,’ that gov-
ernment is paralyzed on serious
matters in which they differ”
Pointing out “that all polls
show that the Israeli electorate
overwhelmingly supports
reform,” the signators to the
statement called on Iarael's polit-
ical leaders, of all parties, to
promptly create a new electoral

RABBI MARC H. TANEN-
BAUM is international rela-
tions consultant to the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee and is
immediate past chairman of the
International Jewish Commit-
tee for Interreligious
Consultations.

huge influx of Soviet Jewish
immigration and renewed

threats from the Arsb world, a
stalemated government is clearly
a disaster for the future of our

society.

“We believe that electoral
reform is the key to remedy the
current system’s ills, both in
terms of accountability and
governability,”

Electornl reform is clearly an
internal political matter for
Israel’s citizenry. But the conse-
quences of continued electoral
stagnation seriously affect not
only Israel's relations with fore-
ign pgovernments, particularly
the United States, but Jewish
communities throughout the
Diaspora.
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Israel’s electoral reform

IS concern for Americans

By Marc H. Tanenbaum

NEW YORK — The process
that led to the formation of the
most right-wing, Likud-led gov-
ernment since the establishment
of the State of Israel has dra-
matically demonstrated how un-
wieldy the democratic process
has become in the Jewish state.

The horse-trading and deal-
making with minuscule nation-
alist and religious parties show
how out of proportion these par-
ties” powers have become in the
procedure of selecting an Isracli
government.

So concerned have major
American Jewish leaders be-
come over this that last week,
they issued a joint statement
calling for basic revision of the
electoral process.

The signators included the
current chairman and four form-

er chairmen of the Conference of
Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations, heads of
major Jewish organizations,
prominent business people,
lawyers, politicians, literary
figures and rabbis from the three
branches of Judaism, all deeply
committed to Israel’s well-being.

Asserting the group’s support
for the growing electoral reform
movement in Israel, the state-
ment said: ‘‘A parliament,
elected by proportional repre-
sentation through a party list
system, with only a 1 percent
threshold for party participa-
tion, will necessarily be frac-
tionalized.

““Recent experience has dem-
onstrated that the major parties
in such a system, when attempt-
ing to form a government, be-
come hostage to the demands of

smaller, narrow-issue parties,
and if the major parties join
together in a government of ‘na-
tional unity,’ that government is
paralyzed on serious matters in
which they differ.””

Pointing out that “all polls
show that the Israeli electorate
overwhelmingly supports re-
form,” the signators to the state-
ment called on Israel’s political
leaders of all parties to prompt-
ly create a new electoral system,
‘“‘consistent with democratic
values, that will provide for ef-
fective government.”

Dr. Arye Carmon, president
of the Israel-Diaspora Institute,
which coordinated the state-
ment-signing project, presented
the statement to President
Chaim Herzog, who spoke of
“‘his deep anxiety about current
developments.”

*‘In these days, in which Is-
rael’s isolation is increasing, the
challenges engendered by the
huge influx of Soviet Jewish im-
migration and renewed threats
from the Arab world, a stale-
mated government is clearly a
disaster for the future of our
society.

‘“We believe that electoral
reform is the key to remedy the
current system's ills, both in
terms of accountability and
governability.”’

E——

Electoral reform is clearly an
internal political matter for
Israel’s citizenry. But the conse-
quences of continued electoral
stagnation seriously affect not
only Israel’s relations with
foreign governments, particular-
ly the United States, but Jewish
communities throughout the
Diaspora.

For reasons of both domestic
and foreign affairs, Israeli
leaders of all political parties
would do well not to ignore
the heartfelt sentiments of the
American Jewish leadership.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is in-
ternational relations consultant to the
American Jewish Committee and is
emmediate past chairman of the Inter-
national Fewish Commitiee for Inter-
religious Consultations.



.

Electoral Reform 7=
In Israel Is American 3

Jewish Concern, Too

By MARC H. TANENBAUM

NEW YORK (JTA) — The
process that led to the forma-
tion of the most right-wing,
Likud-led government since
the establi t of the State
-of Israel has dramatically
demonstrated how unwieldy
the democratic process has
‘become in the Jewish state.

The horse-trading and deal-

making with minuscule nation-
alist and religious parties show
how out of proportion these
parties’ powers have become
in the procedure of selecting
an Israeli government.
" So concerned have major
American Jewish leaders
become over this that they
issued a joint statement calling
for basic revision of the elec-
toral process.

The signators included the
current chai and four for-
. mer chairmen of the Confer-
' ence of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organiza-
tions, heads of major Jemh
organizations, inent busi-
ness people, lawyers, politi-
cians, literary figures and rab-
bis from the three branches of
Judaism, all ly committed
to Israel's well-being.

Asserting the group'’s sup-
port for the growgl:l-z electoral
mafamen = o= ‘*t in Israel,

the statement said: “A parlia-
ment, elected by proportional
representation through a
party list system, with only a 1
percent threshold for party
gearticipation, will necessarily
fractionalized.

‘‘Recent experience has
demonstrated fgmt the major
parties in such a system, when
attempting to form a govern-
ment, become hostage the
demands of smaller, narrow-
ies join in a gov-
ernment of ‘national unity,’
that government is paral
on serious matters in which
they differ.”

Pointing out that “all polis
show that hthle Israeli elector-
ate overwhelmingly supports
reform,"” the si 4 rs!:}:othe
statement called on Israel’s
political leaders, of all parties,
to promptly create a new elec-
toral system, ‘‘consistent with
democratic values, that will
provic'l’e for effective govern-
ment.

As one of those signators, |
received a letter this week
from Dr. Arye Carmon, presi-
dent of the Israel-Diaspora
Institute, which coordinated
the statement-signing proj

He said that when them

£

ment was presented to Presi- (
dent Chaim Herzog, he spoke - 3
of “his deep anxiety ut
current developments.”

“In these days, in which T
Israel’s isolation is increasing, A
the challenges engendered by e
the huge influx of Soviet Jew-
ish immigration and renewed
threats from the Arab world, a §
stalemated government is
clearly a digaster for the future
of our society. §
“We believe that electoral
reform is the key to remed
the current system’s ills, both ¥
in terms of accountability and ¥
governability.” —

i =]

Electoral reform is clearly

an internal political matter for ©
Israel’s citizenry. But the con-
sequences of continued elec-
toral stagnation seriously
affect not only Israel’s rela-
tions with foreign govern-

ments, the United
States, but Jewish communit-
ies throughout the Diaspora.

For reasons of both domestic
and foreigm affairs, Israeli
leaders of all political parties
would do well not to ignore the
heartfelt sentiments of the
American Jewish leadership.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is inter-
national relations consultant to the
American Jewish Commilttee.




Electoral reform in Israel is American Jewish concern

By MARC H. TANENBAUM

"NEW YORK (JTA)— The proc-
* ess that led to the formation of the
most right-wing, Likud-led govern-
ment since the establishment of the
state of Israel has dramatically
demonstrated how unwieldy the
democratic process has become in
the Jewish state.

The horse-trading and deal-
making with nationalist and reli-
gious parties show how out of
proportion these parties’ powers
have become in the procedure of
selecting an Israeli government.

So concerned have major Ameri-
can Jewish leaders becomeoverthis
that last week, they issued a joint
statemnent calling for basic revision
of the electoral process.

The signators included the cur-
rent chair and four former chairs of
the Conference of Presidents of
Major American Jewish Organiza-
tions, heads of major Jewish or-
ganizations, prominent business

people, lawyers, politicians, liter-
ary figures and rabbis from the three
branches of Judaism, all deeply
committed to Israel’s well-being.
Asserting the group’s support
for the electoral reform movement
in Israel, the statement said "A
parliament, elected by proportional
representation through a party list
system, withonlya 1 percent thresh-
old for party participation, will
necessarily be fractionalized.
“Recent experience has demon-
strated that the major parties in
such a system, when attempting to
form a government, become hos-
tage to the demands of smaller,
narrow-issue parties, and if the
major parties join together in a
governmentof‘national unity,” that
government is paralyzed on seri-
ous matters in which they differ.”
Pointing out that “all polls show
that the Israeli electorate over-
whelmingly supports reform,” the
signators to the statement called on
Israel’s political leaders, of all par-
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ties, to promptly create a new elec-
toral system, “consistent with
democratic values, that will pro-
vide for effective government.”

“In these days, in which Israel’s
isolation is increasing, the chal-
lenges engendered by the huge
influx of Soviet Jewish immigra-
tion and renewed threats from the
Arab world, a stalemated govern-
ment is clearly a disaster for the
future of our society,” said Arye
Carmon, president of the Israel-
Diaspora Institute.

Electoral reform is an internal
political matter forIsrael’s citizenry.
But the consequences of continued
electoral stagnation seriously affect
not only Israel’s relations with for-
eign governments, particularly the
U.S., but Jewish communities
throughout the diaspora.

R

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is
international relations consultant
to the American Jewish Commit-
tee.
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Electoral reform: diaspora concem

By Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
New York (JTA) — The pro-
cess that led to the formation of
Prime Minister Shamir’s narrow
government — the most right-
wing since the establishment of
the State of Israel — has dramat-
ically demonstrated how
unwieldy the democratic process
has become in the Jewish state.
Shamir's deal-making with
minuscule nationalist and reli-
gious parties show how out of

ve become in the procedure of
selecting an Israeli government.
So concerned have major
American Jewish leaders
become over this that last week,
they issued a joint statement
calling for basic revision of the
electoral process.
The signators included heads
of major Jewish organizations,
romine;;ﬁ business peol}:c,
WYErs, ticians, mﬂﬂ, g-
ures and rabbis from the three
branches of Judaism, all deeply
committed to Israel’s well-being.
The statement said:
“A parliament, elected by
proportional representation

through a party list system, with
only a 1 percent threshold for
party participation, will neces-
sarily Ee fractionalized.

Viewpoint

“Recent experience has
demonstrated that the major par-
ties in such a system, when
attempting to form a govern-
ment, become hostage to the
demands of smaller, narrow-
issue parties, and if the major
parties join together in a govern-
ment of ‘national unity,’ that
government is paralyzed on seri-
?us matters in which they dif-

u."

Pointing out that “all polls
show that the Israeli electorate
overwhelmingly supports re-
form,” the signators to the state-
ment called on Israel’s political
leaders of all parties to promptly
create a new electoral system
“consistent with democratic val-
ues, that will provide for effec-
tive govemment.”

As one of those signators, I
received a letter from Dr. Arye

Carmon, ident of the Israel-
. joute, whicl ti-
m the statement-signing

ject. He said that Presiferno;
Chaim Herzog, upon receiving
the statement, i
anxiety about current develop-
ments,

Electoral reform is clearly an
internal political matter for
Israel’s citizenry. But the conse-
quences of continued electoral
stagnation seriously affect not
only Israel’s relations with for-
eign governments, particularly
the United States, but Jewish
cgmmunities throughout the

For reasons of both domestic

and foreign affairs, Israeli lead-
ers of all political parties would
do well not to ignore the heartfelt
sentiments of the American Jew-
ish leadership.
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is
international relations consul-
tant to the American Jewish
Committee and is immediate
past chairman of the Interna-
tional Jewish Committee for
Interreligious Consultations.
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- sraeli electoral reform concerns U.S. Jews -

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
he process that led to the forma-
tion of the most right-wing, Likud-

I led government since the establi-

shment of the State of Israel has dramatica-
lly demonstrated how unwieldy the democ-
ratic process has become in the Jewish state.

The horse-trading and deal-making with
minuscule nationalist and religious parties
show how out of proportion these parties’
powers have become in the procedure of
selecting an Israeli government.

So concerned have major American
Jewish leaders become over this that they
recently issued a joint statement calling for
basic revision of the electoral process.

The signators included the current chair-
man and four former chairmen of the Con-
ference of Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations, heads of major Jew-
ish organizations, prominent business
people, lawyers, politicians, literary figures,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenb | relations
consullant to the American Jewish Commiltee and is
immediate past chairman of the International Jewish
Committee for [nterreligious Consuliations.

is inter

and rabbis from the three branches of Juda-
ism, all deeply committed to Israel’s well-
being.

Asserting the group’s supporn for the
growing electoral reform movement in Is-
rael, the statement said: “A parliament,
elected by proportional representation
through a party list system, with only a 1
percent threshold for party participation,
will necessarily be fractionalized.

“Recent experience has demonstrated
that the major parties in such a system,
when atilempting to form a government,
become hostage the demands of smaller,
narrow-issue parties, and if the major par-
ties join together in a government of ‘na-
tional unity,’ that government is paralyzed
on serious matters in which they differ.”

Pointing out that “all polls show that the
Israeli electorate overwhelmingly supports
reform,” the signators to the statement called
on Israel's political leaders, of all parties,
to promptly create a new electoral system,
“consistent with democratic values, that will
provide for effective government.”

As one of those signators, 1 received a
letter last week from Dr. Arye Carmon,
president of the Israel-Diaspora Institute,

which coordinated the statement-signing
project. He said that when the statement
was presented to President Chaim Herzog,
he spoke of “his deep anxiety about current
developments.”

“In these days, in which Israel’s isola-
tion is increasing, the challenges engender-
ed by the huge influx of Soviet Jewish im-
migration, and renewed threats from the Ar-
ab world, a stalemated government is clear-
ly a disaster for the future of our society.

“We believe that electoral reform is the
key to remedy the current system’s ills, both
in terms of accountability and governabil-
ity.”

Electoral reform is clearly an internal
political matter for Israel’s citizenry. But
the consequences of continued electoral
stagnation seriously affect not only Israel’s
relations with foreign governments, par-
ticularly the United States, but Jewish
communities throughout the diaspora.

For reasons of both domestic and for-
eign affairs, Israeli leaders of all political
partics would do well not 1o ignore the
heartfelt sentiments of the American Jew-
ish leadership.

Jewish Telegraphic Agency
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Electoral Reform Our Concern

By Marc H. Tanenbaum
Jewish Telegraphic Agency

The process that led to the formation
of the most right-wing, Likud-led
government since the establishment of
the State of Israel has dramatically
demonstrated how unwieldy the
democratic process has become in the
Jewish state.

The horse-trading and deal-making
with minuscule nationalist and religious
parties show how out of proportion these
parties’ powers have become in the
procedure of.selesting an Israeli
government.

So concerned have major American
Jewish leaders become over this that they
issued a joint statement calling for basic
revision of the electoral process.

The signators included the current
chairman and four former chairmen of
the Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organizations, heads of

major Jewish organizations, prominent '

business people, lawyers, politicians,
literary figures and rabbis from the three
branches of Judaism, all deeply
committed to Israel’s well-being.

Asserting the group’s support for the
growing electoral reform movement in
Israel, the statement said: "A parliament,
elected by proportional representation
through a party list system, with only a 1
percent threshold for party participation,
will necessarily be fractionalized.

"Recent experience has demonstrated |

that the major parties in such a system,
when attempting to form a government,
become hostage the demands of smaller,
narrow-issue parties, and if the major
parties join together in a government of
’national unity,” that government is
paralyzed on serious matters in which
they differ.”

Pointing out that "all polls show that
the Israeli electorate overwhelmingly
supports reform,” the signators to the
statement called on Israel’s political
leaders, of all parties, to promptly create
a mew electoral system, "consistent with
democratic values, that will provide for
effective government."

As one of those signators, I received a
letter from Dr. Arye Carmon, president
of the Israel-Diaspora Institute, which
coordinated the statement-signing
project. He said that when the statement
was presented to President Chaim
Herzog, he spoke of "his deep anxiety
about current developments.”

"In these days, in which Israel’s
isolation is increasing, the challenges
engendered by the huge influx of Soviet
Jewish immigration and renewed threats
from the Arab world, a stalemated
government is clearly a disaster for the
future of our society.

"We believe that electoral reformis the
key to remedy the current system’s ills,
both in terms of accountability and
governability."

Electoral reform is clearly an internal
political matter for Israel’s citizenry. But
the consequences of continued electoral
stagnation seriously affect not only
Israel’s relations with foreign
governments, particularly the United
States, but Jewish communities
throughout the Diaspora.

For reasons of both domestic and
foreign affairs, Israeli leaders of all
political parties would do well not to
ignore the heartfelt sentiments of the
American Jewish leadership.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is international
relations consultant to the American Jewish
Committee and is immediate past chairman of the
International Jewish Commitlee for Interreligious
Consultations.
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Electoral reform: Key to remedy current |IE$

by Marc H. Tanenbaum

(JTA) The process l-hét led

- {0 the formation of the most

right-wing, Likud-led gov-
ernment : :
‘ment of the State of Israel, has

dramatically demonstrated

_how unwieldy. the democratic

process has become'in the Jew-
ish state. .

‘ The horse-trading and deal-
making with- minuscule na-
tionalist and religious parties

" show how_out of proportion

since the establish-’

these parties’ powers have

. become . in the procedure of

sélecting an
ment, -

Israeli govern-

So concerned have major .
American Jewish leaders be-.
“come over this, they issued a

joint statement calling for
basic revision of the elec[oral
process.

The algnalors ‘included lhe
cuirent chairman and four
former ‘chairmen” of the Con-
ference of Pre51dems of Major

American Je_w:sh Organiza-
tions, heads of major Jewish
.organizations, prominent
'business people, lawyers, poli-
.ticians, literary figures and
rabbis fron the three branches
of Juddism, all deeply com-
mitted to Israel’s, well-being.
Asserting the group's sup-
port for the growing electoral
reform. movement in lsrael,
the statement-said: “*A parlia-
ment, elected by proportional
representation Lhrough a party
list system, with only a one

Mandela visit poses

by Marc H. Tanenbal_.lm _

(JTA) .The recent visit

.of Nelson Mandela to the Uni-

ted States poses a sharp moral
and political . dilemma for
American Jews,

- The anti-apartheid leader
received a_hero’s welcome in
New York, complete with a
ticker-tape parade headed by
Mayor David Dinkins, a Yan-
kee Stadium platform and a
full-court ecumenical service
at the prominent Riverside

As one Jewish spokesman-

said, “‘Nelson Mandela is séen
‘as a savior of black people in
the. anti-apartheid struggle,
and will be hailed as a modern
messiah."’ Mandela’s years of
sacrifice in- South Africa's
prisons have cast Him in the

-'symbol of a Christlike figure

who suffered for the redemp-
tion of h:s Afncan people

To many Jews in So_ul-h
.Africa as well as.in the United
States, « there are feelings of
deep appreciation of his heroic
role in struggling against the
injustices of apartheid. His re-
cent embracing of Yasir Ara-
fat and his one-sided criticisms
of Israel, however, have raised
serious doubts .about .Man-
dela’s trustworthiness and

fairness in his relations to the
- Jewish people.

The quandarj/ for Jews is

© _that Mandela will be lionized
by virtually every segment of

American society, and all the
mass media are having a field
day in treating his visit here as
a kind of second coming.

If Jews become assertive in
their public criticism — not to
mention unrestricted displays
by extremist elements who will
play their demagogic and stri-
dent theater — they will end

up appearing, Logelher with

dllemma

some few fundamenlahst
Christians, as:the only enemies
of- Mandela, and ipso facto,
supporters of apartheid.

If U.S. Jewry remains com-
pletely silent for prudential
reasons, that could be serious-
ly - misunderstood - as passive
acceptance of Mandela’s ties

. to the PLO and Arafat,

"The issue will be balancing
the concern of domestic black-
Jewish relations against the
long-range concern of modify-
ing the African National Con-
gress’ and Mandela’s Third
World, anti-Western ideology,
while at the same time remain-
ing committed against the evils
of apartheid.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
is international relations con-
Sultan( to the American Jewish
Committee and is immediate
past chairman of the Interna-
tional: Jewish Comimittee for
Interreligious Consultations.

“ment; -

- form,’

percent .threshold for’ party
participaton, will necessarily
be fracnonahzed
‘“‘Recent , experience has
demonstrated that the major
parties:in such a system, when
attempting to form a govern-
become hoslage to ;the
‘demands of smailer; narrow-
issue parties, and if the major
parties join together'in a gov-

_ernment " of . *national unity,’
-that ;government is paralyzed

on serious matters in ‘which
they differ.””

‘Pointing out that *‘all polls
show that the Israeli electorate
overwhelmingly supports re-
* .the- signators to the
statement called on ‘Israel’s
political leaders, of all parties;
to promptly create d new elec-
toral system, ‘‘consistent with
democratic - values, that will

ment.”’

AS one-of .those‘sigﬁa}'pr's,, I
received a -dettér thisf- week
from'Dr. Arye Carimon} presi-
dent-of the Israel-Diasporan- f

stitute, which coordinated the':
He .

statement-signing project.
said that when the statement
was presented to President
Chaim Herzog, he spoke ‘of
“*his deep anxiety about cur-
rent developments.”’

“In these days in which Is-
rael’s isolation is increasing,

the challenges engendered by -
the ‘huge influx of Soviet Jew-:

~provide for effective govern-

ish immigration and renewed

threats from the Arab world, a .

stalemated: government is
clearly a disaster for the future

O ————————

of our society.
“We believe that electoral

‘reform is the key .10 remedy

the current system’s ills, ‘both
in terms of accoumabi]i(y and
governability."’

Electoral reform is cleanly
an internal political matter for
Israel’s Citizenry. But the con-
sequences of continued elec-
toral stagnation seriously af-
fect not only Israel’s relatlons
with: foreign governments, -
particularly the United States,
'but  Jewish communities
throughout the Diaspora.

For réasons of both domes-
tic and foreign affairs, Israeli
leaders of all -political parties
would do well not to :ignore
the heartfelt sentiments ;of the
American Jewish leadership.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
is international relations con-
sultant to the American. Jewish
Committee and is immediate
past chairman of the Interna-
tional Jewish' Commitiee for
a‘n!errehgtous Consufmuons

—



BY MARK H. TANENBAUM

The: process that led to the
formation - of the most right-
wing, Likud-led government
since the establishment of the
. State of Israel has dramatically
-demonstrated how unwieldy the
democratic process has become:
in the Jewish state. '

Editorial

The horse-trading and deal-
making with 'minuscule na-
tionalist and religious parties
show how' out of proportion
these parties' powers have be-
come in the procedure of select-
ing an Israeli government.

U.S. statement
So ‘concerned have major
American Jewish leaders be-
come over this that they recently
issued a joint statement calling
for basic revision of the elec-
toral process

’W\Q, JeLEN C)rwcr\ icle Leadex QW 6’ OJ’QO

The signators included the
current chairman and four
former chairmen of the Conlfer-
ence of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organiza-
tions, heads of major Jewish
organizations, prominent busi-
ness people, lawyers, politi-
clans, literary figures and rab-
bis from the three branches of
Judaism, all deeply committed
to Israel's well-being,

Asserting the group’s support
for the growing electoral reform
movement in Israel, the state-
ment said: “A parliament,
elected by proportional represen-
tation through a party list sys-
tem, with only a one percent
threshold for party participation,
will necessarily be fractional-
ized.

National unity

“Recent experience has
demonstrated that the major
parties in such- a system, when
attempting to form a govern-
ment, become hostage to the de-
mands of smaller, narrow-issue
par-tles, and if the. 'major parties

Israel needs electoral reform:

! o
join together in a government of
‘national unity,’ that govern-
ment Is paralyzed..on. serious
matters in which they differ.”
Pointing out that -“all. polls
show that the Israell electorate
ove‘rwhelm!ng]y supports re-
form,” the signators to the
statement called on Israel's po-
litical leaders, of all parties, to

promptly create a new .electoral -
system,

“conslistent with demo-
cratic values, that will provide
for effective government.”

As one of those signators, 1 re-
celved a letter recently from Dr.
Arye Carmon, president of the
Israel-Diaspora Institute, which
coordinated the statement-sign-
ing project.

Herzog's concerns

He said that when the state-
ment was presented to President
Chaim Herzog, he spoke of “his
deep anxiety about current de-
velopments.”

“In these days, in which Is-
rael's isolation is increasing,
the challenges engendered by
the huge influx of Soviet Jewish
immigration and renewed

threats from the Arab world, a
stalemated government is’
clearly a disaster for the f[uture
of our society.

“We believe that -electoral re-

form is the key to remedy the

current system’'s ills, both in
terms of accountability and gov-
ernability.”
Internal matter
Electoral reform is clearly an

‘internal political matter for Is-

rael's citizenry.

But the conseQUences of con-
tinued electoral stagnation seri-
ously affect not only Israel's re-
lations with foreign govern-
ment, particularly the United
States, but Jewish communities
throughout the Diaspora.

For reasons of both domestic
and foreign affairs, Israeli
leaders of all political parties
would do well not to ignore the
heartfelt sentiments of the
American Jewish leadership.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is
international relations consultant
to the American Jewish Committee
and is immediate past chairman
of the International Jewish Com-
mittee for Interreligious Consulla-

© tions.
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> Rabbi Remembers Powerful Man, Frlend

By Marc H. Tanenbaum
(Copyright 1990, Jewish
Telegraphic Agency, Inc.) .

‘‘He was a powerful
person.. His power was
that of love.. And his
power was never exercised
at the expense of another
human being.”

Those were the words
of Rabbi Levi Kelman of
Jerusalem as he paid
loving tribute to his

conservative

requirements to:

ADMINISTRATOR

The Tree of Life Congregation is seeking an ex-
perienced executive to direct and manage the non-
religious functions for a 1,000 family progressive,
125-year-old
Pa., America’s
Resume and salary

| synagogue..
congregation is located in Pmsburgh,
_M051 -Liveable- -City - (1986).

remarkable father, Rabbi

- Wolfe Kelman.

Wolfe, who was my
classmate at the' Jewish
Theological Seminary and
one of my oldest and
closest friends, died June
26. after a long stmgslc
with cancer.

During his 40 years as
executive head of the

This

Ead Petér D. Lucash -~ :
"~ - “Lucash&Co. -
303 Glasgow Road’ Plttsburgh PA 15221

Rabbinical Assembly, the
Conservative rabbinic

" association, ‘he literally

helped change the course
of Jewlsh -and " general
history through his

wisdom and statesman- .-

ship.

Wolfe - Kelman .was
beloved  virtually
everywhere as the ‘‘rab-
bis’ rabbi.”’ He was
pivotal in transforming
the Conservative rab-
binate into a large, model
‘professional group that
empowered the spiritual

‘life and the physical’

security of rabbis. One of
his proudest efforts led to
the ordination of women
irabbis by the semmary in
1985, .=

Rabbi Kelman worked

vigorously to” promote’

solidarity with the Or-
thodox

vance mutual respect bet-
ween all religions and
races. -

In the early 1960s,
Wolfe and 1 became bon-
ded together

teacher, the late  Rabbi
Abraham Joshua
Heschel, during. the civil
rights activities led by Dr,
Martin Luther King Jr.,

and in advancing Jewish.

interests at Vatican Coun-
cil Il in 1962-65; '

Out of his rich Hasidic

background in Poland
and then Toronto, ‘he
lived a life of learning and
deep caring for. Jews and
other  human beings all
over the world. He was

, and Reform
~movements, and to ad-

in -
collaborating with our

profoundly concerned
about improving
American Jewish-Israeli

‘relations,” and ‘made a -
:strong personal impact on

:advancing religious
pluralism- in the Jewish
Stgte.

‘With all' that extensive
and often hectic activity,

“he was a devoted husband .

to his loving partner.
Jackie, and a .caring
father to his children,
Levi, Naamah and Abby,

his six grandchildren, and . § . &
_HRabbi Wolfe Kelman

to his brothers and sisters.
His daughter, Naamah,

-spoke for all of us who _

were' blessed ‘to know
‘Wolfe Kelman when she

said in her eulogy; “My

‘heart is broken-and yet so
full, This is a paradox. my

father
stand.”’ _ ,
.-Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum is
international relations con-
suftant to the American Jewish
Committee and ‘Is immediate,

would under- -

:-past chairman of the Inter-

national Jewish- Committee for
interreligious Consultations,
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Statement on values important’/:40

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

he joint declaration by Jewish and
Catholic religious leaders calling
for systematic cultivation of moral
values in our nation’s secular school sys-
tem is a potentially important development.

Drafted by committees of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops and the
Synagogue Council of America, the declar-
ation addresses the almost universal anxi-
eties in American society over the rise in
drug addiction, crime, depression, alcohol-
ism, promiscuity, AIDS, and teen pregnan-
cies.

The joint statement attributes these so-
cial dysfunctions to the collapse of funda-
mental values among our children — “like
honesty, integrity, tolerance, and belief in
human worth and dignity.” It then proposes
a series of steps for arresting this moral de-
cline, and for nurturing core values among
our children and youth through our schools,

Thanks to the invitations of Rabbi Joel
Zaiman, SCA president, and Rabbi Jack
Bemporad, SCA interreligious affairs chair-
man, I took part briefly in discussions which
led to the adoption of this statement. There-
fore, 1 am strongly supportive of its inten-

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is international relations
consultant (o the American Jewish Commiliee and is
immediate past chairman of the International Jewish
Commiltee for Interreligious Consultations.

tions and purposes.

But there are two comments, I think, that
are in order:

First, as far back as the 1960s, the Na-
tional Religious Education Association had
prepared a series of extensive moral educa-
tion projects, both for secular and religious
school curricula. Much of the material was
pedagogically excellent, and deserves to be
examined in light of pre-ent changed cir-
cumstances,

The lesson to be leamned from that expe-
rience is that while great investment was
made in preparation of materials, much less
vigor was devoted to implementation, that
is, to getting the curricula and textbooks
used in the school systems. That should not
happen this time around.

Second, for this project to be taken serio-
usly, there is a pressing need for the most
thorough social, psychological, cultural, and
moral analysis of the American condition to-
day. Unless you have a reliable diagnosis of
the causesof theillness or disease,youare not
likely to produce a meaningful prognosis.

The leadership on both the Jewish and
Catholic sides, I can testify, is of such high
quality of intelligence, wisdom, and com-
mitment, that I think all of us can be confi-
dent that they will work to make this proj-
ect a serious and lasting contribution to the
moral healing of America.

Jewish Telegraphic Agency

S 14008



ﬂ[ CC  ENTARY |_

IJ

Gop7! B

Electoral reform in Israel concerns American Jews

By MARC H. TANENBAUM

NEW YORK (JTA) — The
process that led to the forma-
tion of the most right-wing
Likud-led government since the
establishment of the state of
Israel has dramatically demon-
strated how unwieldy the demo-
cratic process has become in the
Jewish state.

The horse-trading and deal-
making with minuscule national-
ist and religious parties show
how out of proportion these
parties’ powers have become in
the procedure of selecting an
Israeli government.

So concerned have major
American Jewish leaders become
over this that they have issued
a joint statement calling for basic
revision of the electoral proc-
ess.

The signators included the
current chairman and four for-
mer chairmen of the Conference
of Presidents of Major Ameri-
can Jewish Organizations, heads
of major Jewish organizations,
prominent business people,
lawyers, politicians, literary

figures and rabbis from the three
branches of Judaism, all deeply
committed to Israel’s well-being.

Asserting the group’s support
for the growing electoral reform
movement in Israel, the state-
ment said: “A parliament, elected
by proportional representation
through a party list system, with
only a 1 percent threshold for
party participation, will neces-
sarily be fractionalized.

“Recent experience has demon-
strated that the major parties
in such a system, when attempt-
ing to form a government, become
hostage the demands of smaller,
narrow-issue parties, and if the
major parties join together in a
government of ‘natural unity,’
that government is paralyzed
on serious matters in which they
differ.”

Pointing out that “all polls
show that the Israeli electorate
overwhelmingly supports re-
form,” the signators to the state-
ment called on Israel’s political
leaders, of all parties, to promptly
create a new electoral system,
“consistent with democratic

values, that will provide for
effective government.”

As one of those signators, I
received a letter from Dr. Arye
Carmon, president of the Israel-
Diaspora Institute, which coor-
dinated the statement-signing
project. He said that when the
statement was presented to
President Chaim Herzog, he
spoke of “his deep anxiety about

current developments.”

The electorate
overwhelmingly
supports reform

== s == inbe=_ci=al

“In these days,, in which
Israel’s isolation is increasing,
the challenges engendered by
the huge influx of Soviet Jewish
immigration and renewed

threads from the Arab world, a
stalemated is clearly
a disaster for the future of our
society.”We believe that electoral
reform is the key to remedy the
current system’s ills, both in
terms of accountability and
governability.”

Electoral reform is clearly an
internal political matter for
Israel's citizenry. But the conse-
quences of continued electoral
stagnation seriously affect not
only Israel's relations with for-
eign governments, particularly
the United States, but Jewish
communities throughout the
Diaspora.

For reasons of both domestic
and foreign affairs, Israeli lead-
ers of all political parties would
do well not to ignore the heart-
felt sentiments of the Ameri-
can-Jewish leadership.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is
international relations consult-
ant to the American Jewish

Committee and is immediate past

chairman of the International
Jewish Committee for Interre-
ligious Consultations.
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POSTORIAL

Do Homosexual Rabbis
Threaten Jewish Continuity?

By Marc H. Tanenbaum
(Copyright 1990, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

Should gay and lesbian Jews be ordained as rabbis and allowed to serve Jewish
congregations?

That controversial issue received widely differing responses in the Jewish
community in recent weeks, and promises to become a subject of widespread
soul-searching among American and Israeli-Jews in the months ahead.

After four years of intensive study, the Central Conference of American Rab-
bis, the rabbinic arm of Reform Judaism, voted unanimously to welcome
homosexuals into the Reform rabbinate.

In a delicately balanced statement—which deserves to be read in full—the
CCAR resolution affirmed **heterosexual, monogamous, procreative marriage
(as) the ideal human relationship (in Jewish tradition) for the perpetuation of
species, covenantal fulfillment and the preservation of the Jewish people.”

At the same time, the Reform rabbis acknmowledged the reality of
homosexuality among some of its members and sought to accord them full
religious equality, including in the rabbinate.

Orthodox Jewish leaders' vigorously opposed the Reform decision. The
traditional view is based on the firm belief that the Torah and Jewish law strictly
prohibits homosexual activity.

The Rabbinical Assembly, the rabbinic arm of Conservative Judaism adopted
a sensitive if brief resolution last May. It welcomed gays and lesbians as full
members in Conservative synagogues, deplored violence and prejudice againsi
them and urged their complete civic equality, as did theCCAR.

While the biblical teaching in Leviticus 18:22 condemns homosexuality as ‘‘an
abomination,"" the oncoming debate will center far more on sociological than on
theological grounds.

The preservation of the Jewish family—which means the reproduction of
Jewish children—has been the foundation stone of Jewish continuity and survival
across four millennia.

Gay and lesbian “‘marriages’ —with some few exceptions of child adoptions or
child-bearing through artificial insemination—becomes the equivalent to Jews of
Catholic celibacy, ‘‘the end of the line.”

For centuries, rabbis have been upheld in Jewish communities across the world
as role models of these Jewish family values. Not only were they expected to teach
the biblical mandates of **be fruitful and multiply,’* but their family life normally
became a model for how other faithful Jews should construct their homes,

Reinforcing current Jewish anxieties about the homosexual rabbinate issue is
the fact that American Jews have the lowest birth rate of any religious or ethnic
group in this country.

The fear that homosexual rabbis threaten Jewish continuity and sur-
vival—rather than sheer homophobia—is the primary force underlying the sirong
negative reaction of some Jewish groups to their ordination.

Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum is internati | relutions consultant o the American Jewish Committee

and is immediate past chairman of the International Jewish Committer fur Interceligious Con-
sultativns,
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Should homosexuals be ordained as rabbis?

By MARC H. TANENBAUM

NEW YORK (JTA)—Should gay
and lesbian Jews be ordained as
rabbis and allowed to serve Jewish
congregations?

That controversial issuereceived
widely differing responses in the
Jewish community inrecent weeks,
and promises to become a subject
of widespread soul-searching
among American and Israeli Jews
in the months ahead.

After four years of intensive
study, the Central Conference of
American Rabbis, the rabbinic arm
of Reform Judaism, voted unani-
mously to welcome homosexuals
into the Reform rabbinate.

Inadelicately balanced statement
— which deserves to beread in full
— the CCAR resolution affirmed
“heterosexual, monogamous, pro-
creative marriage (as) the ideal
human relationship (in Jewish tra-
dition) for the perpetuation of spe-
cies, covenantal fulfillment and the
preservationof the Jewish people.”

At the same time, the Reform
rabbis acknowledged the reality of
homosexuality among some of its
members and sought to accord
them full religious equality, includ-
ine n the rabbinate.

1odox Jewish leaders vigor-

ously opposed the Reform deci-
sion. The traditional view is based
on the firm belief that the Torah
and Jewish law strictly prohibit
homosexual activity.

The Rabbinical Assembly, the
rabbinicarm of Conservative Juda-
ism and of which I am a member,
adopted a sensitive if brief resolu-
tion last May. It welcomed gays
and lesbians as full members in
Conservative synagogues, de-
plored violence and prejudice
against them and urged their com-
plete civic equality, as did the
CCAR.

While the biblical teaching in
Leviticus 18:22 condemns homo-
sexuality as “an abomination,” my
sense is that the oncoming debate
will center far more on sociological
than on theological grounds.

The preservation of the Jewish
family — which means the repro-
duction of Jewish children — has
been the foundation stone of Jew-
ish continuity and survival across
four millennia.

Gay and lesbian “marriages” —
with some few exceptions of child
adoglionsorchild-bearing through
artificial insemination — becomes
the equivalent to Jews of Catholic
celibacy, “the end of the line.”

For centuries, rabbis have been

upheld in Jewish communities
across the world as role models of
these Jewish family values. Notonly
were they expected to teach the
biblical mandates of “be fruitful
and multiply,” but their family life
normally became a model for how
other faithful Jews should construct
their homes.

Reinforcing current Jewish anxi-
eties about the homosexual rabbin-
ate issue is the fact that American
Jews have the lowest birth rate of
any religious or ethnic group in
this country,

1 believe that the fear that homo-
sexual rabbis threaten Jewish con-
tinuity and survival — rather than
sheer homophobia—isthe primary
force underlying the strong nega-
tive reactionof some Jewishgroups
to their ordination.

L]

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is
international relations consultant
to the American Jewish Commit-
tee and is immediate past chair of
the International Jewish Commit-
tee for Interreligious Consulta-
tions.

imiends ot my relauves, . ... |
Dave Kachel, who was also a min-
ister,did everything possibleto help
us adapt to new and strange condi-
tions. At their request, tens of
people gathered furniture and
everything necessary to begin life
here.

It has been eight months. My

brotneis.

Rabbi Marc Liebhaber is o1
vacation. His column will
resume on his return.
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Iéay rébbis: The issue is continuity

By Marc H. Tanenbaum

New York (JTA) — Should
gay and lesbian Jews be
ordained as rabbis and allowed
to serve Jewish congregations?

That controversial issue
received widely differing
responses in the Jewish commu-
nity in recent weeks and promis-
es to become a subject of
widespread soul-searching
among U.S. and Israeli Jews in
the months ahead.

After four years of intensive
study, the Central Conference of
American Rabbis, the rabbinic
arm of Reform Judaism, voted
unanimously to welcome homo-
sexuals into the Reform rab-
binate.

Orthodox Jewish leaders vig-
orously opposed the Reform
decision. The traditional view is
based on the firm belief that the
Torah and Jewish law strictly
prohibit homosexual activity.

The Rabbinical Assembly,
the rabbinic arm of Conservative
Judaism and of which I am a
member, adopted a sensitive if
brief resolution last May.

It welcomed gays and les-
bians as full members in Conser-
vative synagogues, deplored vio-

Viewpoint

lence and prejudice against them
and urged their complete civic
equality, as did the CCAR.

‘While the biblical teaching in
Leviticus 18:22 condemns
homosexuality as “an abomina-
tion,” my sense is that the
oncoming debate will center far
more on sociological than on
theological grounds.

The preservation of the Jew-
ish family — which means the
reproduction of Jewish children
— has beea the foundation stone
of Jewish continuity and survival
across four millennia. !

Gay and lesbian “marriages”
— with some few exceptions of
child adoptions or child-bearing
through artificial insemination
— become the equivalent to
Jews of Catholic celibacy, “the
end of the line.”

For centuries, rabbis have

been upheld in Jewish communi-
ties across the world as role
models of these Jewish family
values. Not only were they
expected to teach the biblical
mandates of “be fruitful and
multiply,” but their family life
normally became a model for
how other faithful Jews should
construct their homes.

That Jews have the lowest
birth rate of any religious or eth-
nic group in the United States
reinforces Jewish anxieties about
the homosexual rabbinate issue.

I believe the fear that homo-
sexual rabbis threaten Jewish
continuity and survival — rather
than sheer homophobia — is the
primary force underlying the
strong negative reaction of some
Jewish groups to their ordina-
tion.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is
international relations consul-
tanr to the American Jewish
Committee and is immediate
past chairman of the Interna-
tional Jewish Committee for
Interreligious Consultations.
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Should homosexuals be ordained as rabbis?

By Marc H. Tanenbaum (Copyright 1990, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

NEW YORK—Should gay and lesbian Jews be or-
dained as rabbis and allowed to serve Jewish congrega-
tions? That controversial issue received widely differ-
ing responses in the Jewish community in recent weeks,
and promises to become a subject of widespread soul-
searching among American and Israeli Jews in the
months ahead.

After four years of intensive study, the Central Con-
ference of American Rabbis, the rabbinic arm of Reform
Judaism, voted unanimously to welcome homosexuals
into the Reform rabbinate.

In a delicately balanced statement—which deserves
to be read in full—the CCAR resolution affirmed ‘‘het-
erosexual, monogamous, procreative marriage (as) the
ideal human relationship {in Jewish tradition) for the
perpetuation of species, covenantal fulfillment and the
preservation of the Jewish people.” At the same time,
the Reform rabbis acknowledged the reality of homosex-
uality among some of its members and sought to accord
them full religious equality, including in the rabbinate.

Orthodox Jewish leaders vigorously opposed the Re-
form decision. The traditional view is based on the firm
belief that the Torah and Jewish law strictly prohibit
homosexual activity. _

The Rabbinical Assembly, the rabbinic arm of Con-
servative Judaism and of which I am a member, adopted
a sensitive if brief resolution last May. It welcomed gays

“and lesbians as full members in Conservative syna-
gogues, deplored violence and prejudice against them
and urged their complete civic equality, as did the
CCAR.

While the biblical teaching in Leviticus 18:22 con-
demns homosexuality as ‘‘an abomination,” my sense
is that the oncoming debate will center far more on so-
ciological than on theological grounds.

The preservation of the Jewish family—which means
the reproduction of Jewish children—has been the foun-
dation stone of Jewish continuity and survival across
four millennia.

Gay and lesbian “‘marriages’’—with some few excep-
tions of child adoptions or child-bearing through artifi-
cial insemination—becomes the equivalent to Jews of
Catholic celibacy, “the end of the line.” For centuries,
rabbis have been upheld in Jewish communities across
the world as role models of these Jewish family values.

Not only were they expected to teach the biblical man-
dates of ‘“be fruitful and multiply,” but their family life
normally became a model for how other faithful Jews
should construct their homes.

‘Reinforcing current Jewish anxieties about the homo-
sexual rabbinate issue is the fact that American Jews
have the lowest birth rate of any religious or ethnic
group in this country.

Vet * Touw

I believe that the fear that homosexual rabbis
threaten Jewish continuity and survival—rather than
sheer homophobia—is the primary force underlying the
strong negative reaction of some Jewish groups to their
ordination.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is international relations
consultant to the American Jewish Committee and is
immediate past chairman of the International Jewish
Committee for Interreligious Consultations.
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should homosexuals

be rabbis?

By MARC H. TANENBAUM
New York City (® 1990, JTA)
hould gay and lesbian Jews be ordained
s mhﬁ and allowed to serve Jewish
congregations? 5
That controversial issue received differing
responses in the Jewish community in recent
weeks, promises 10 by a subject of
widespread soul-searching among American
and Israeli Jews in the months ahead.

Religious Equality

After four years of intensive study, the
Central Conference of American Rabbis, the
rabbinic arm of Reform Judaism, voled
unanimously to welcome homosexuals into the
Reform rabbinate.

In 2 delicately balanced which
deserves to be read in full, the CCAR resolu-
tion affirmed “heterosexual, monogamous,
procreative marriage (as) the ideal human
relationship (in Jewish tradition) for the per-
petuation of species, covenantal fulfillment
and the preservation of the Jewish people.”

At the same time, the Reform rabbis
acknowledged the reality of homosexuality
among some of its members and sought to
accord them full religious equality. including
in the rabbinate.

Orthodox Jewish leaders vigorously op-
posed the Reform decision, The traditional
view is based on the firm belief that the Torah
and Jewish law strictly prohibit homosexual

activity.

The Rabbinical Assembly, the rabbinic arm
of Conservative Judaism and of which [ am
a member, adopted a sensitive (if brief) reso-
lution last May, It welcomed gays and lesbians
as full members in Conservative synagogues,
deplored-viotence and prejudice against :hg;
and waed their complete civic equality, as
the CCAR.

Sociological or Theological?

While the biblical teaching in Leviticus
18:22 condemns homosexuality as “an abomi-
nation,” my sense is thal the oncoming debate
will center far more on sociological than on
theological grounds.

The preservation of the Jewish family,
which means the uction of Jewish chil-
dren, has been the foundation stone of Jewish
continuity and survival across four millennia

Gay and lesbian “marriages,” with some
few ptions of child adoptions or child-
bearing through artificial insemination,
becomes the equivalent to Jews of Catholic
celibacy, “the end of the line."

For centuries, rabbis have been upheld in
Jewish communilies across the world as role
models of these Jewish family values. Not only
were they expected to teach the biblical
mandates of “be fruitful and multiply,” but
their family life normally became a model for
how other faithful Jews should construct their
homes.

Reinforcing Jewish anxieties about the
homasexual rabbinate issue is the fact that
American Jews have the lowest birth rate of
any religious or ethnic group in this country.

I believe that the -fear that homosexual
rabbis threaten Jewish continuity and survival,
rather than sheer homophobia, is the primary
force underlying the strong negative reaction
of some Jewish groups to their ordination.

. & & @»
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM is intermational
relations consultant to the American Jewish
ittee and is i jate past chairp
the 1 jonal Jewish € ittee for 1
gious Consultations.
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Should homosexuals be ordained rabbis?

BY RABBI MARC H. TANEN-
BAUM

(JTA)-Should gay and
lesbian Jews be ordained as rab-
bis and allowed to serve Jewish
congregations?

That controversial issue
received widely differing re-
sponses in the Jewish community
in recent weeks, and promises to
become a subject of widespread
soul-searching among American
and Israeli Jews in the months
ahead.

After four years of
intensive study, the Central
Conference of American Rabbis,
the rabbinic arm of Reform
Judaism, voted unanimously to
welcome homosexuals into the
Reform rabbinate.

In a delicately balanced
statement -- which deserves to be
read in full -- the CCAR resolu-
tion affirmed "heterosexual,
monogamous, procreative mar-
riage (as) the ideal human rela-
tionship (in Jewish tradition) for
the perpetuation of species, co-
venantal fulfillment and the pre-
servation of the Jewish people."

Al the same time, the
Reform rabbis acknowledged the
reality of homosexuality among
some of its members and sought
to accord them full religious

equality, including in the rab-
binate.

Orthodox Jewish leaders
vigorously opposed the Reform
decision. The traditional view is
based on the firm belief that the
Torah and Jewish law strictly
prohibit homosexual activity.

The Rabbinical Assem-
bly, the rabbinic arm of Conser-
vative Judaism and of which I am
a member, adopted a sensitive if
brief resolution last May. It wel-
comed gays and lesbians as full
members in Conservative syna-
gogues, deplored violence and
prejudice against them and urged
their complete civic equality, as
did the CCAR.

While the biblical teach-
ing in Leviticus 18:22 condemns
homosexuality as "an abomina-
tion," my sense is that the oncom-
ing debate will center far more on
sociological than on theological
grounds.

The preservation of the
Jewish family -- which means the
reproduction of Jewish children -
- has been the foundation stone of
Jewish continuity and survival
across four millennia.

Gay and lesbian "mar-
riages” -- with some few excep-
tions of child adoptions or child-
bearing through artificial insemi-

nation -- becomes the equivalent
to Jews of celibacy, "the end of
the line."

For centuries, rabbis
have been upheld in Jewish com-
munities across the world as role
models of these Jewish family
values. Not only were they
expected to teach the biblical
mandates of "be fruitful and mul-
tiply," but their family life nor-
mally became a model for how
other faithful Jews should con-
struct their homes.

Reinforcing current
Jewish anxieties about the homo-
sexual rabbinate issue is the fact
that American Jews have the low-
est birth rate of any religious or
ethnic group in this country.

I believe that the fear

that homosexual rabbis threaten
Jewish continuity and survival --
rather than sheer homophobia --
is the primary force underlying
the strong negative reaction of
some Jewish groups to their ordi-
nation.
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is
international relations consul-
tant to the American Jewish
Committee and is immediate
past chairman of the Inter-
national Jewish Committee for
Interreligious Consultations.
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Should homosexuals be ordained as rabbis?

Should gay and lesbian Jews be
ordained as rabbis and allowed to
serve Jewish congregations?

That controversial issue receiv-
ed widely differing responses in
the Jewish community in recent
weeks, and promises to become a
subject of widespread soul-
searching among American and
Israeli Jews in the months ahead.
After four years of intensive
study, the Central Conference of
American Rabbis, the rabbinical
arm of Reform Judaism, voted
unanimously to welcome
homosexuals into the Reform
rabbinate, In a delicately balanc-
ed statement — which deserves to
be read in full — the CCAR
resolution affirmed ‘‘heterosex-
ual, monogamous, procreative
marriage (as) the ideal human
relationship (in Jewish tradition)
for the perpetuation of species,
covenantal fulfillment and the
August 9, 1990

By MARC H. TANENBAUM

preservation of the Jewish peo-
ple.”” At the same time, the

" Reform rabbis acknowledged the

reality of homosexuality among
some of its members and sought
to accord them full religious
equality, including in the rab-
binate.

Orthodox Jewish leaders
vigorously opposed the Reform
decision. The traditional view is
based on the firm belief that the
Torah and Jewish law strictly
prohibit homosexual activity.
The Rabbinical Assembly, the
rabbinic arm of Conservative
Judaism and of which I am a
member, adopted a sensitive if
brief resolution last May. It
welcomed gays and lesbians as
full members in Conservative
synagogues, deplored violence
and prejudice against them and
urged their complete civic equali-

ty, as did the CCAR.

While the biblical teaching in
Leviticus 18:22 condemns
homosexuality as ‘“‘an abomina-
tion,” my sense is that the on-
coming debate- will center far
more on sociological than on
theological grounds. The preser-
vation of the Jewish family —
which means the reproduction of
Jewish children — has been the
foundation stone of Jewish con-
tinuity and survival across four
millennia. Gay and lesbian ‘‘mar-
riages”” — with some few excep-
tions of child adoptions or child-
bearing through artificial in-
semination becomes the
equivalent to Jews of Catholic
celibacy, ‘‘the end of the line.”

For centuries, rabbis have been
upheld in Jewish communities
across the world as role models of
these Jewish family values. Not
only were they expected to teach

ﬂ\;(or Seatisel

the biblical mandates of ‘‘be
fruitful and multiply,’” but their
family life normally became a
model for how other faithful
Jews should construct their
homes. Reinforcing current
Jewish anxieties about the
homosexual rabbinate issue is the
fact that American Jews have the
lowest birth rate of any religious
or ethnic group in this country.

I believe that the fear that
homosexual rabbis threaten
Jewish continuity and survival —
rather than sheer homophobia —
is the primary force underlying
the strong negative reaction of
some Jewish groups to their or-
dination.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is interna-
tional relations consultant to the
American Jewish Committee and is im-
mediate past chairman of the Interna-
tional Jewish Commitiee for Inter-
religious Consuliations.
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Vat1can—Jew1sh Meet a Turnmg Point™

. BY MARC M. TAN'NENEAUM

From the perspect:ve of 30 years of work in

Vatican-Jewish relations; I have little hesitation-in "
 stating that the four-day ‘conference in Prague last

month was a significant breakthrough in 1, 900
years of Catholic-Jewish relations. '

Vatican Council II struggled for three years to
produce Nostra Aetate in October 1965. That his-

" toric_document “deplored” any manifestations of

a.nt:-Semmsm, past, present or future. But church
pride did not allow for confession of the salient
role of Christianity in fostering demonic anti-
Semitism, which dehumanized Jews for near!y
2,000 years in Western Christian society.” *

. By hurtful contrast, Vatican documents and
Church officials had little difficulty in confessing
the sins of the Roman Catholic Church in conflicts -
wnh Islam and other Christians. : -

' In Prague, the highest Vatican oﬂ:‘ieml present,

Archbishop Edward Cassidy, president of the Vati-- .

can Commission on Religious Relations With the:
Jews, broke forthrightly with that long defensive

- tradition of Catholic evasion. He told us directly

that “certain traditions of Catholic thought, teach-;
ing, preaching, and practice in the patristic and-
Middle Ages contributed to the creation of snn-.-
Semitism in Western soclety - ;
i:“In modern times,” he added, "“Catholics were '
not vigilant enough to react agamst manifestations !

"of anti-Semitism.” The Catholic delegates con-

demned anti-Semitism “as a sin against God and,
humamty, and affirmed that one cannot be authenti- *
cally Christian and engage in anti-Semitism.”

The Australian archbishop called on the Catholic

Church to engage in an act of teshuvah (repen-

tance) and of reconciliation. Not widely reported .

" .were his comments that “we Catho].lcs have a parti-

eh'zlﬁo i

WuTr "t | ":_

:. . cular obligation to take the initiative in reeoncﬂla-
. tion, in leskuva{: and to ask forgweness of the Jew-

ish people.”

- These confessions of conscience, it needs to be
added, were ant:cnpated as trial balloons by
Catholic leaders in Los Angeles in relation to the
Vatican’s failures in the Holocaust, but also more
‘recently by the Czech and Polish churches, which
are issuing major declarations in this new spirit of
truth and candor.

The effect of lfhese declarations is beoonnng ther-

. apeutic. They help dissolve long-repressed resis-

tances among Catholics in coming to terms with re-
ality. That became evident in Prague in the
cleansed atmosphere in which the large Vatican
delegation was prepared to frankly about the

- upsurge of anti-Semiusm in Eastern and Central

Medieval demonic aqti-Set‘mtism pervades those
countries, even where few Jews are left. (One psy-
chiatrist calls ‘it pathological “symbol sickness,”
where the symbol of a person is hated as much as a
person who is not present.) Since the freedom revo-
lutions in Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and
East Germany, among others, the Vatican and local
Catholic Churches have emerged as major moral
influences. -

The fact ‘that the Vauean deleg.atlon committed
itself, without quahﬁeauon, to qun with Jews in
helping organize joint committees in each of the
East European countries in order to combat every
manifestation of anti-Semitism is a sign of how rcal
was the progress in Prague.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is internat:onal
relations consultant to the American Jewish
Committee and is immediate past chairman of
the International Jewish Committee for Interre-
ligious Consultations.
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Rx for a malignant mental disorder, anti-Semitism

By MARC H. TANENBAUM

WENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO this month, on Oct. 28,
19635, Roman Catholic hierarchies from throughout
the world adopted at Vatican Council Il Nostra Aetate,
or In Our Time, the historic declaration that launched the most
dramatic changes in 1,900 years of Catholic-Jewish relations.

Next month, international Catholic and Jewish leaders will
meet in Vatican City with Pope John Paul II to assess the prog-
ress made during these 25 years in improving ties between
Catholics and Jews. They will also examine the problems that
still bedevil Catholic-Jewish understanding.

Contrary to some critics, the achievements have been sig-
nificant and encouraging to anyone open to the impressive
evidence of positive changes. Catholic schoolbooks have been
revised so that anti-Semitic references have been virtually
eliminated in school texts used in the United States, parts of
Europe and Latin America. Liturgies and sermons have re-
jected anti-Jewish themes.

Catholics and Jews cooperate increasingly in a wide range
of social justice efforts. Cardinals, bishops, priests, nuns and
lay people have taken part in Holocaust observances and have
marched in demonstrations to liberate Soviet Jews — and
Christians.

The record justifies the oft-repeated judgment that greater
progress has been made in overcoming misunderstanding and
in building mutual respect and friendship during these 25
years than throughout the past 1,900 years. 1

But hovering over this historic change are uncertainties and
reservations. I do not speak of the obvious public issues of
establishing full diplomatic relations between the Holy See
and the State of Israel, nor of the Vatican’s reflex defense of
its relative silence in the face of the Nazi campaign to exter-
minate the Jews. These issues are maturing in Catholic circles,
and I think they will be resolved in the not-too-distant future.

]

The critical underlying issue stll to be confronted is the
recognition by Christian authorities that anti-Semitism in
Western society is as much psychopathological as it is theo-
logical. In his recent study, ** Anti-Semitism — A Disease of
the Mind,” psychiatrist Dr. Theodore Isaac Rubin writes,
“Anti-Semitism is 2 non-organic disease of the mind ... a
malignant emotional illness. People sick with this disease can
be very dangerous and even murderous but are not treated
accordingly.”

Unless the social-psychological dynamic of anti-Semitism
as a sickness is grasped and dealt with therapeutically, theo-
logical fine-tuning in imagery and language could ultimately
become just a surface repair of uncertain duration.

The psychopathology I speak of begins with the systematic
demonization of Jews and Judaism in the sermons and rea-
tises of the Church fathers in the first four centuries of this era.

Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbawn, former director of interna-
tional and interreligious affairs of the American Jewish Com-
mittee, was the only rabbi present at Vatican Council Il, as a
guest observer. He is writing a book on “The Vatican, the Jews
and Israel” for Grove-Weidenfeld Publishers.

Thus, the *golden-tongued™ St. John Chrysostom, in his no-
torious four sermons delivered in Aleppo in 387 C.E., brutally
artacked the synagogue as “the work of Satan,™ a “house of
prostitution,” and urged that Jews be packed into their houses
of worship and destroyed.

Church Father Eusebius, the great historian of Caesarea in
the fourth century, wrote two massive works — Preparatio
Evangelica and Demonstratio Evangelica — in which he for-
mulated one of the first systemaric theologies of the displace-
ment and rejection of Judaism through the rise of the church
and Christianity.

In subsequent centuries, these demonic images of Jews and
the Jewish religion were intensified, penetrating the marrow
of Western Christian society. In the 12th and 13th centuries,
Christians enlarged the impact of that hostility and rejection
through Passion plays, the slander of ritual blood libel and
through artistic presentations of Jews as being in league with
Satan, i.e. the Jews as “anti-Chnist.”

=

The Rev. Martin Luther, the Augustinian monk who fa-
thered Protestantism, hoped to convert the Jews through kind-
liness. When Jews did not respond to his “friendly” con-
versionary appeals in the 1500s, he wrote several hostile pam-
phlets — “The Jews and Their Lies,” “‘Vom Shem
Hamephorash™ — in which he appropriated entirely the de-
monic images of Jews and the synagogue from the writings of
the Church fathers.

Verbal violence was invariably followed by the physical
violence of pogroms, inquisitions, crusades, autos-da-fe, ex-
puisions, ghettos and other frequent persecutions.

Scholars make a convincing case that both Nazism and
Communism created a secularized demonization of Jews that
borrowed extensively from the overflowing comucopia of
ant-Jewish metaphors, caricatures and icons.

Varican Council II inspired Roman Catholics to remove
such scandalous group libels of Jews as **Christ-killers" and
as “wandering Jews" punished by God for not accepting Je-
sus.

These revisions, welcome as they surely are, are a form of

Pope John Paul 1l
discusses
Catholic-Jewish
relations with Rabbi
Marc Tanenbaum
during 1985 meeting
with international
Jewish and Catholic
leaders in Vatican
City.

theological cleansing in keeping with the church’s religious
renewal. The Nazi Holocaust and the restoration of Jews to
Israel gave strong impetus to that purification process.

Bur after 25 years of work in Jewish-Christian relations, I
am convinced there needs to be and can be more than that
academic, pedagogical religious housecleaning.

To vanquish anti-Semitism at its malignant source, theolog-
ical reformulation must be comprehended as a radical psycho-
logical ransformation, It involves aconscious, sysiematic de-
demonization of Jews and Judaism. And it requires replacing
those dehumanizing images with a whole new mentality that
views Jews as normal human beings, with strengths and
weaknesses, “‘the elder brother™ without whose continuous,
living spiritual traditions and values Christianity might never
have emerged into history.

This is not an issue of resolving guilt for past offenses, or of
being nice to Jews, especially in light of the Holocaust. The
future character of Western societies is deeply affected by this
challenge. Neither Germany, Polard, France, Brazil nor any
other Christian country will be able to build stable, unified,
peaceful societies as long as the land mines and time bombs
of anti-Semitism lurk in their cultural subconsciousness, ex-
pleding periodically as political or economic crises erupt.

L]

Poland is Exhibit A of that destructive pathology which
witnesses anti-Semitism flourishing without Jews. The term
Dr. Rubin uses is *‘symbol sickness" to explain the phenom-
enon of transferring hostility for Jews to the symbol of the
Jews, making inhuman action plausible.

The psychological task of cultural therapy involves facing
up — finally — to the magnitude of the dehumanization of the
Jewish people that has dominated Western Christian civiliza-
tion over the past 1,900 years.

A theological renewal that is fully conscious of thar sys-
temic illness and mobilizes all its moral and spiritual resources
to heal profoundly, in depth, that sickness would hold the
greatest promise for the future health of Catholic-Jewish rela-
tions in the next 25 years, and beyond.

25 years

By LEON KLENICKI

'WENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO, I was a student at the

Hebrew Union College Seminary in Cincinnat. My

fellow students and I shared concerns, even anguish,
over papers to write, Talmudic questions posed by teachers
and other overwhelming problems of young scholars.

Rabbi Klenicki is director of the interfaith affairs depart-
ment of the Anti-Defamation League's intergroup relations di-
vision.

ago — 25 years from now

At the same time, in Rome, Christians were struggling with
questions and answers that would change the very direction of
their faith commitment. The Catholic Church was debating its
very role, and existence in the 20th century, facing coniempo-
rary problems as well as questions of the past. It was during
this Vatican II conclave that the Church began an analysis of
the Catholic-Jewish relationship that considered two millen-
nia of Jewish pain and of Christian spiritual arrogance. It sig-
naled the beginning of a new moment in history.

At lunchtime in Cincinnati, the students and professors

would discuss the events in Rome. Opinions were divided.
There were those who did not believe that there would be any

change, that Catholicism would never reckon with the past or
face the eternal actuality of the God-Israel covenant.

Others were somewhat more optimistic. While acknowl-
edging that there would be changes, they were not sure that
they would be implemented in Catholic life or benefit the
Catholic-Jewish relationship.

How did 1 feel, a student from overwhelmingly Catholic
Argentina? [ was indecisive. Bad memories came unwillingly
to my mind of Catholic right-wing teachers in high school who
were quite openin their anti-Semitism. .

‘Why couldn’t I remember other teachers such as the Cath-

(Continued on Page 47)



!-

/

uppumuuu, VA slitrse sratll BT A7 sasySausas (LY R TTIVLS

i ————

“arear e

New Auschw1tz Convent Center Moves Forward

BY MARC H, TAN'ENBAUM

Dunng the breakthrough Vatican: JBWlSh meeting
in Prague last September, Bishop Henryk Mus-

* . zynski of Poland went to some lengths to persuade -

several of us that progress was being made in the
‘construction of the new- Auschwitz convent away~
from the grounds of the death camp. -

++ The bishop, who is chairman of the Pohsh
Catholic Bishops’ Commission on Catholic-Jewish
relations, spread out on the table before us several .
photographs of the infrastructure of the convent and
of the center’s administrative bl.uldmg.

The important thing for
us now is to make sure
' that we get the construc-
tive result that so many
of us campaigned for

Muszynslu whom I believe is a genuine friend of
1he Jewish people and who is committed to combat-
ting the deep-seated anti-Semitism in Poland, had
only one reservation about the pace of building the
new convent- mterrehgmus center — and that is the
shortage of funds in the 1mpovenshed Polish"’
economy.

This week I received strong confirmation that
progress in the building program continues. Sir Sig-
mund Sternberg of London, chairman of the Inter-

" national Conference of Christians and Jews, in-

formed me by telephone and correspondence that
two Polish sources have confirmed. that the con-

. struction goes forward.

- Sir Sigmund, with whom I cooperaled closely
dunng the ncgonauons with the Polish hierarchy *

/{/Z/Qa M/mW{

and govemment, was told by the Polish Cultural In-

stitute that “construction work began in February

1990 . . . and the building foundation (was) laid
down for the offices. Work on the convent’s found-

ation has started. The Polish Ministry of Culture

and Art has approached the Father Superior of the
Carmelne Order in Rome, asking him to designate
a person authorized to negotiate the future use of
the building in which the Carmelite Sisters Convent
is situated.”

Cardinal Jozef Glemp, primate of Poland ‘with
whom Sir Sigmund established a working relation-

“ship in the face of all the turmoil over his anti-

Semitic mmarks ‘wrote the Jewish leader on Oct.

12..The Cardmal reported the following
developments: "

QThe structure of the administrative building has
been completed. Its ﬁrst visitors will be accepted in
the spring.

- QThe foundations of the convent have been-com-

- pleted, as has the excavation for the main building

of the center.
- OThe completion of the mtcnor of thc adrmm

_ strative building and the two steries of the convent

'is planned by winter.

~-As for the money issue, the Polish Cultural Cen-.
. ter stated the person designated by the Carmelite

" Order in Rome will take charge of “all financial de-

tails connected with the takeover of the (interreli-
glous building) by the planned museum.” -

< -As all Jews know, the Auschwitz convent issue

N _has been a long, heated and painful one. The impor-

tant thing for us now is to make sure that we get
the constructive result- that so many of us cam-
pa:gncd for

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, former interna-
tional and interreligious affairs director of the
American Jewish Committee, is immediate past
chairman of the International Jewish Committee
‘for Interreligious Consultat:ons.
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Jews, Catholics build on past success

BY MARC TANENBAUM
NEW YORK (JTA) --
Following on the heels of the
breakthrough conference in
Prague in early September
between Vatican and Jewish lead-
ers, the announcement of plans
for convening another interna-
tional meeting of these two
groups in Vatican City on Nov.
14-15 augurs well for the future
of Catholic-Jewish relations.
Having served on the
steering committee of the Prague
meeting, I experienced a new
energy and determination of the
Vatican delegation to come to
terms in a forceful way with the
problems of anti-Semitism, espe-

‘cially in Eastern and Western

Europe.

The unanimous decision
of the Catholic and Jewish dele-
gations to establish joint commit-
tees in every East European

, country 10 monitor anti-Semitic

manifestations and to implement
programs -- for the first time -- to
change the anti-Semitic cultures
in those countries gave us confi-
dence that the Vatican meant
business about implementing
Nostra Aetate where it was badly
needed.

The International Jewish
Committee for Interreligious
Consultations believes that the
November meeting will be a real
opportunity to give momentum Lo
the entire range of issues out-
standing between Catholics and
Jews.

A major feature of that
meeting will be further discus-
szon on the preparation by the
Vatican of a major document

examining the history of 1,900
years of anti-Semitism in the
Christian West, culminating in
the terrors of the Shoah.

Archbishop Edward
Cassidy set the moral tone for
that undertaking when he con-
fessed "teshuva,” or repentance,
in Prague over the sufferings
inflicted on the Jews by Chris-
tians across millennia, and asked
Jews for forgiveness.

The  Vatican-LICIC
meeting in November will mark
the 25th anniversary of the adop-
tion of the historic Nostra Aetate
declaration on Oct. 25, 1965,
which changed the course of two

millennia of Catholic-Jewish his-
tory. But it also will concentrate
heavily on current issues.

The meeting will be cli-
maxed by a discussion with Pope
John Paul II, which we expect
will give the seal of approval 1o
those vital developments for the
instruction of nearly a billion
Catholics throughout the world.
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum is the
former international and interre -
ligious affairs director of the
American Jewish Committee and
is immediate past chairman of
the International Jewish Com-
mittee for Interreligious Cons-
wltations.
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Vatican Council II - 25 Years Later

By RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM

(Copyright 1990, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

A spate of conferences and in-
stitutes are being held in many
parts of the United States, Europe,
Latin America and Israel to mark
the 25th anniversary of the adop-
tion of Nostra Aelate, the Vatican
Dedlaration dealing with Catholic-
Jewish relations.

That historic declaration,
adopted overwhelmingly on Oct.
28, 1965, by 2,500 Catholic lead-
ers from throughout the world at
Vatican Council 11, transformed
Catholic-Jewish relations.

Cynics and extremists who op-
pose involvement in Catholic-
Jewish relations point only to
current problems and avoid or
deny the progress that has been
made. Despite its limitations,
Nostra Aetate has resulted in ma-
jor changes in Catholic attitudes
towards Jews and Judaism, and
even toward lsrael.

In contrast to the Ballimore
Catechism of 1937, which was vir-
tually a manual in teaching anti-
Semitism, the majority of Catholic
textbooks used in parochial
schools today are free of any anti-
Jewish references.

Similar improvements have
taken place in Catholic liturgy,
sermons, mass media, Catholic
teaching in seminaries, colleges
and universities. Don’t take my
word for il; the evidence is avail-
able for any fair-minded person
to see and judge.

Critics will resist believing this,
but we have also seen the begin-
ning of meaningful changes in
Vatican and Catholic attitudes
toward Israel and Jerusalem.

At a conference in which | took
part four years ago between the
Vatican and International Jewish
delegations, the Vatican's officials
wrole into our joint communique,
“There exist no theological objec-
tions to the existence of the sov-
ereign state of Israel; only unre-
solved political problems stand in
the way of full normalization of
diplomatic relations between the
Holy See and Israel.”

Earlier this year, the American
Catholic hierarchy adopted a
statement on the Middle East in
which they did not question the
right to Israel's sovereignty over
a unified Jerusalem, but focused
their concerns on assurance to
free access to all holy places.

When | was in Rome as a dele-
gate observer to Vatican Council
11, there was a “conspiracy”. It
was a powerful conspiracy be-
tween a number of ultra-conser-
vative Catholic bishops - several
of them explicitly anti-Semitic -
who joined forces with Arab pre-
lates and Egypt’s President Ga-
mal Abdel Nasser, who tried to
defeat Nostra Aetate.

They believed that any Vatican
declaration that condemned anti-
Semitism and said positive things

about Jews and Judaism would be
either a reversal of Catholic the-
ology or a political victory for Is-

qo .

rael.

- Amonumental struggle was

carried out by friendly Catholic
cardinals and their Jewish allies,
and the pro-Jewish forces finally
prevailed. The late Cardinal Au-
gustin Bea, Vatican Secretariat
president, Cardinal Lawrence
Shehan of Baltimore, the entire

IpS
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1990 — year of anguish in Israel

by Marc H. Tanenbaum

What kind of year was 1990 for the Jewish people?

To cite a commentary on the Passover Haggadah,
“We begin with anguish (over the slavery in Egypt)
and we conclude with joy (over the liberation from ex-
ile through the Exodus.)"

Jews had multiple reasons for anguish in 1990. [s-
rael, at the center of Jewish consciousness, was bat-
tered and threatened incessantly by its violence-prone
Palestinian and Arab neighbors.

Saddam Hussein's brutal aggression against Ku-
wait, and his massive military machine with its weap-
ons of potential mass destruction, transformed lIsrael’'s
bad neighborhood into a scene of apocalyptic threat.
The intifada of the Palestinians, fueled by the rage
over the Temple Mount conflict, increased the street
stabbings of ordinary Israelis.

Hovering over all this turmoil and uncertainty, the
organization by President Bush and Secretary of State
James Baker of an international consortium to drive
Saddam Hussein out of Kuwait became a raison d'etat
-- or in fact, a pretext -- for the (.S. to support a series
of troublesome anti-Israel resolutions at the United
Mations.

The intention of the new abrasive pressures against
Israel was explained as an effort to keep the Western-
Arab military coalition in the Persian Gulf intact.

But to concerned Israelis and Jews, it suggested the
beginning of a reordering of America’s alliances and
priorities in the Middle East, with Saudi Arabia, the
Gulf states, Egypt and even Syria as anchors of U.S.
foreign policy there, leaving Israel on the back burner.

The result is that in 1991 and beyond, the heart of
Israel's security and interests in the United States may
lie in Congress.

Ironically, and in some ways tragically, the preoccu-
pation with the Persian Gulf crisis tended to minimize

ﬂ

if not obscure one of the great historic developments
of our lifetime -- namely, the large migration of Soviet
Jews to Israel.’

That stunning development holds the possibility of
transforming Israel's intemal political and cultural life,
and could help bolster Israel's capacity to defend her-
self from external enemies.

Israel, at the center of Jewish con-
sciousness, was battered and
threatened incessantly by its vio-
lence-prone Palestinian and Arab
neighbors.

Despite the overwhelming preoccupation with the
Persian Gulf crisis, American and other Jewish
communities - especially Israeli Jewry - merit much
tribute for their intensified support of Soviet Jewry
through Operation Exodus. The absorption and reset-
tlement of Soviet and Ethiopian Jewry should clearly
become a predominant priority for world Jewry during
the coming decade, despite all the diverting external
problems.

On the international scene, several other develop-
ments require much examination but can be only
listed here:

* The reunification of Germany raised widespread
anxieties in world Jewry, but it was balanced by an
awareness that next to the United States, the Federal
Republic remains the largest financial and commer-
cial supporter of Israel.

* The explosion of democratic forces in Eastern Eu-
rope is largely welcomed by Jews, but enthusiasm is

diminished by the deep-rooted Anti-Semitism tha
seems married to xenophobic nationalism. Israel':
duiet but growing trade and cultural ties with Hungary
Poland, and other East European countries will be
watched with interest.

* Anti-Semitism in Eastern Europe and elsewher
became a major issue of constructive concern wit
Vatican authorities in Prague in September, and lat¢
in Rome with Pope John Paul Il in December. ;

* Foreign affairs often obscured pressing Jewish
domestic concerns, of which there are many. The rise
in intermarriages nationally to 49 percent, as recent
studies revealed, and the decline of conversions of
non-Jewish partners posed deeply nettlesome ques-
tions to all of Jewry.

* On the "joyous” side, the tumn to tradition of in-
creasing number of Reform and Conservative Jews is
reassuring. The emergence of modern Orthodoxy, in-
cluding the burgeoning Hasidic movements, bids to
influence the national policy-making of established
national Jewish agencies.

But mainstreamn Jewry, | believe, will watch carefully
that some of the exclusionary and anti-democratic
stands of ultra-Orthodox forces in Israel not be im-
ported to distort {.S. Jewish life.

The best way | can suggest the mood of this vastly
complex foreign and domestic Jewish scene is to re-
call a line from my mother, of blessed memory. When
we asked her to define a genuine Jewish pleasure, she
wryly answered, “A Jewish pleasure, my children, is a
cool Yom Kippur.”

The 1990s may well see such a cool Yom Kippur
for world Jewry.

Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum, former international rela-
tions director of the American Jewish Committee, is past
chairman qf the International Jewish Committee for
Interreligious Consultations.
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Rabbi urgesﬂfj:“ﬁs";-i ;
Jews, Christians: i
to fight decelt-l.

| New York Rabbi Mar¢ Tanenbaum says he ad-- .
' mires the United States for being “more generous: 4
than any other nation in history.” But this generosi-
ty is not enough, said Tanenbaum, director emeritus
of international relations for the American Jewlsh
Committee, s el -,

Tanenbaum will discuss “Moral Challenges for, '
Jews and Christians in the '90s” at 7 E ‘Sunday,
at Grace Lutheran Church, 2331 E. 1fth Place:

His visit will mark the fifth annual Knip;l)la Inter<
faith-Ecumenical Lecture, established in honor of
the Rev. Clarence Knippa. pastor emenms of Grace
Lutheran. v

. The United States has “done more tlmn other
counl.nes) to sustain a decerit life for other Ameri- . -

.cans and people around the. world,” Tanenbaum
said. “But our job is hardly done.”

He said Americans should become aware of
“those things that threaten our health.”. A ‘main
threat to “health” of the United States is
the widespread fraud, corruption and deceit that .~ _
hel said he sees in pohl.lcs. media antl even m
religion.

“l see a growing decline in confidenee and q
growing sense of cynicism,” Tanenbaum said. Cyni-
cism could make people apathetic toward, soclal
concerns, he added.

Tanenbaum said he calls on Christians and Jews
to be a prophetic voice in confronting deceit... .

“In colonial times, if a politician vlolated the
public trust, he was taken out to the stockade,” he,
said, adding that Christians and Jews-have a
"shared responsibility for the social welfare of so-
ciety.” He said people should be assured of such
baisic securities as food, clothing, shelter and medl* '
cal care. TS RE

Tanenbaum spent much of his career dealing wlth
international human rights, hunger, refugees and
foreign relations. He formerly was Interteliglous:
affairs director of the American Jewish Commits
tee. A story in New York magazine recently de:
scribed him as “the foremost Jewish ecumenical

I leader in the world today.” ey oy
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Victory brings risks
and opportunities

By Rabbi Marc H.
Tanenbaum
New Yeork (JTA) — The
world is euphoric in the wake of

the brilliant victory of U.S.-led
forces over the despotic Iraqi
aggressor Saddam Hussein.

All Americans, especially
American Jews, as well as Israel
have every moral right and prac-

Viewpoint

tical reason to appreciate the
magnitude of that historic
achievement.

The worst threat to Israel’s
existence since 1948 has been
crushed.

But the euphoria is tempered
by the tough and fateful chal-
lenges that are now emerging.
They can be ized in sev-
eral questions:

» Is Saddam’s power broken
or will he — with Soviet and
perhaps other European collu-
sion — slowly rebuild his mili-
tary machine?

That sounds paranoid, but
given his past deviousness and
deception, the surveillance of
Iraqi’s possible remilitarization
must be vigilant,

Of course, if the anti-Saddam
revolts drive him out of the pres-
idency, the demilitarization
issue may be modified, but hard-
ly dissolved.

= Will there be a realignment
of “moderate” Arab states
toward the United States and the
West that could lead to negotia-
tions for finally ending bel-
ligerency toward Israel?

The myth of pan-Arabic unity

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is
former international relations
director of the American Jewish
Committee and a past chairman
of the International Jewish
Committee on Interreligious
Consularions.

a1

has been exploded in the rta_ipe of
Kuwait and the missiles flying
into Saudi Arabia. These oil-rich
kingdoms — as well as Egypt,
Syria, Lebanon and even dpplic-
itous Jordan — must know now
that their survival depends on
containing political violence.

If in the wake of Iraq’s trau-
matic aggression they have not
leamned to appreciate their stake
in securing peace and coexis-
tence in the Middle East, espe-
cially with Israel, what will it
take for them to come to terms
with the real world?

The leadership credibility of
President Bush — who with the
U.S. military saved the existence
of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the
Gulf emirates — now becomes
decisive in helping move the
Arab nations from delusion and
fantasy to realistic accommoda-
tion with Israel

» Will Israel summon the
political will and wisdom to
seize this moment as an opportu-
nity for advancing peace with
the moderate Arab nations and a
viable political arrangement
with the Palestinians?

Saudi Arabia and Egypt are
speaking publicly of becoming
more assertive as centers of pan-
Arab leadership.

There is great hostility to
Yasir Arafat and the Palestine
Liberation Organization leaders
who betrayed the Saudis, their
longtime financial backers.

King Hussein of Jordan is
openly condemned for siding
with Iraq. He must do something
dramatic and constructive with
Israel and the Palestinians to
regain any standing with the
Saudis and others.

This constellation of new
forces in the Middle East affords
unprecedented opportunities as
well as risks. Bold, imaginative
and unified responses now are in
Israel’s interest.
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American Morality Under Siege

By Marc H. Tanenbaum

Morality,both privateand public, is
under siege in America.

The flamboyant revelations about
former first lady Nancy Reagan and her
alleged Machiavellian role in the White
House followed hard upon the rted
escapades by Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-
Mass.) and members of his family on
their family estate in Palm Beach, Fla.

Those two “blockbuster” moral ex-
plosions were preceded by the hor-
rendous episode of a group of Los An-
geles policemen mercilessly beating a
black man.

In a certain sense, these were “micro-
morality plays” involving mainly do-
mestic concerns of conscience and ethi-
cal standards. Looming infinitely larger
in the publicmind was theabandonment
of the Kurds and Shi’ites to massacre by
public enemy Saddam Hussein.

Providing them with food and med-
ical aid is vital, but are we merely keep-
ing these civilian victims alive while
doing nothing to prevent Hussein from
destroying them after they are fed?

Oneof theoverarching considerations
of these deeply troublesome events is
the effect it must be having on public
trust and confidence in our nation’s

71094

leaders.

Evenifallegations of Nancy Reagan’s
infidelities and reliance on astrology
are never proven, the moral effects on
our nation are already devastating.

The Psalmist was on target when he
wrote: “Trust not in princes, nor in the
son of man, in whom there is no salva-
tion.” 0

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, for 30 years
the director of the international relations
department of the American Jewish Com-
mittee, is now a lecturer, writer and con-
sultant,

(Copyright 1991, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)
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Morality under

by Marc H. Tanenbaum
(©1991 JTA, Inc.)

Morality, both private and public, is under
siege in America.

Theflamboyant revelationsabout former first
lady Nancy Reagan and her alleged Machiavel-
lianrole in the White House followed hard upon
thereported escapades by Sen. Edward Kennedy
(D-Mass.) and members of his family on their
family estate in Palm Beach, Fla.

Those two “blockbuster” moral explosions
were preceded by the horrendous episode of a
group of Los Angeles policemen mercilessly
beating a black man.

In a certain sense, these were “micro-moral-
ity plays” involving mainly domestic concerns
of conscience and ethical standards. Looming
infinitely larger in the public mind was the
abandonment of the Kurds and Shiites to mas-
sacre by public enemy Saddam Hussein.

seige

Providing them with food and medical aid is
vital, but are we merely keeping these civilian
victims alive while doing nothing to prevent
Hussein from destroying them after they are
fed?

One of the overarching considerations of
these deeply troublesome events is the effect it
must be having on public trust and confidence
in our nation’s leaders.

Evenifallegations of Nancy Reagan’s infideli-
ties and reliance on astrology are never proven,
the moral effects on our nation are already
devastating.

The Psalmist was on target when he wrote:
“Trust not in princes, nor in the son of man, in
whom there is no salvation.”

(RabbiMarc H. Tanenbaum, for 30 years the
director of the international relations depart-
ment of the American Jewish Committee, is
now a lecturer writer and consullant.)
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ESSAYS ...

Morality Under Siege Rothesr WV ghe Tewih Ledyes §/2505

BY MARC H. TANENBAUM
© 1991, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.

ORALITY, both private and public, is under
siege in America.

The flamboyant revelations about former first
lady Nancy Reagan and her alleged Machiavellian
role in the White House followed hard upon the re-
ported escapades by Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-
Mass.) and members of his family on their family
estate in Palm Beach, Fla.

Those two “blockbuster” moral explosions were
preceded by the horrendous episode of a group of

Los Angeles policemen mercilessly beating a black
man.

In a certain sense, these were “micro-morality plays”
involving mainly domestic concerns of conscience
and ethical standards. Looming infinitely larger in
the public mind was the abandonment of the
Kurds and Shi'ites to massacre by public enemy Sad-
dam Hussein.

Providing them with food and medical aid is
vital, but are we merely keeping these civilian
victims alive while doing nothing to prevent Hus-
sein from destroying them after they are fed?

One of the overarching considerations of these

deeply troublesome events is the effect it must be
having on public trust and confidence in our na-
tion's leaders.

Even if allegations of Nancy Reagan's infidelities
and reliance on astrology are never proven, the moral
effects on our nation are already devastating.

The Psalmist was on target when he wrote:
“Trust not in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom
there is no salvation.” A

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, for 30 years the di-
rector of the international relations department of
the American Jewish Committee, is now a lecturer,
writer and consultant.
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BY MARC H. TANENBAUM
© 1991, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.

ORALITY, both private and public, is under
siege in America.

The flamboyant revelations about former first
lady Nancy Reagan and her alleged Machiavellian
role in the White House followed hard upon the re-
ported escapades by Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-
Mass.) and members of his family on their family
estate in Palm Beach, Fla.

Those two "blockbuster” moral explosions were
preceded by the horrendous episode of a group of

AL ASI AL LA

oralit;f Under Siege

" f’ {J LR N

|
|
l

Los Angeles policemen mercilessly beating a black
man.

In a certain sense, these were “micro-morality plays”
involving mainly domestic concerns of conscience
and ethical standards. Looming infinitely larger in
the public mind was the abandonment of the
Kurds and Shi'ites to massacre by public enemy Sad-
dam Hussein.

Providing them with food and medical aid is
vital, but are we merely keeping these civilian
victims alive while doing nothing to prevent Hus-
sein from destroying them after they are fed?

One of the overarching considerations of these
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deeply troubiesome events is the effect it must be
having on public trust and confidence in our na-
tion's leaders.

Even if allegations of Nancy Reagan's infidelities
and reliance on astrology are never proven, the moral
effects on our nation are already devastating.

The Psalmist was on target when he wrote:
“Trust not in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom
there is no salvation." A

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, for 30 years the di-
rector of the international relations department of
the American Jewish Committee, is now a lecturer,
writer and consultant.
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| Morality Under Siege

By Marc H. Tanenbaum
(Copyright 1991, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)

NEW YORK — Morality, both
private and public, is under siege in
America.

The flamboyant revelations about
former first lady Nancy Reagan and
her alleged Machiavellian role in the
White House followed hard upon the
reported escapades by Sen. Edward
Kennedy (D-Mass.) and members of
his family on thier family estate in
Palm Beach, Fla.

These two “blockbuster” moral
explosions were preceded by the
horrendous espisode of a group of
Los Angeles policemen mercilessly
beating a black man.

In a certain sense, these were
“micro-morality plays” involving
mainly domestic concerns of con-
science and ethical standards. Loom-
ing infinitely larger in the public
mind was the abandonment of the
Kurds and Shi'ites to massacre by
public enemy Saddam Hussein.

Providing them with food and

medical aid is vital, but are we
merely keeping these civilian victims
alive while doing nothing to prevent
Hussein from destrying them after
they are fed?

One of the overarching consid-
erations of these deeply troublesome
events is the effect it must be having
on public trust and confidence in our
nation's leaders.

Even if allegationsof Nancy
Reagan's infidelities and reliance on
astrology are never proven, the moral
effects on our nation are already
devastating.

The Psalmist was on target when
he wrote: “Trust not in princes, nor in
the son of man, in whom there is no
salvation.”

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, for
30 years the director of the interna-
tional relations department of the
American Jewish Committee, is now
a lecturer, writer and consultant.



The miracle of Ethiopian Jewry

By RABBI MARC TANENBAUM

NEW YORK (JTA) — Mevasseret Zion,
west of Jerusalem, is one of the major absorp-
tion centers in Israel for Jewish refugees and
displaced people.

About four years ago, an Israeli Foreign
Ministry official took me to that center to
witness the absorption of Ethiopian Jews into
Israeli society. It was one of the most moving
experiences of my life.

Several hundred of these incredibly gaunt
but dignified black Jews came to Israel hun-
gry, perhaps starving, their only possessions
the clothing on their backs.

Two startling impressions still stand out in
my mind. Thefirst wasthe children. Beautiful
chiseled features, bright saucer-sized eyes
staring out in a mixture of pleasure and fear.

Most of the children had come to Israel
virtually illiterate. By the second and third
weeks of their stay in Mevasseret Zion, they
were learning Hebrew by watching an Israeli
TV version of Sesame Street.

With thedoting attention of Israeli teachers
and social workers, a number of the Ethio-
pianchildren weresitting in front of comput-
ers learning the rudiments of high-tech com-
munication. Several weeks before, most of
them had not known whatto do witha pencil.

Allaround thecenter, the Ethiopian Jewish

tsand grandparents were hovering over
their children with a love and caring that was
palpable. That devotion helped me under-
stand how this proud but vulnerable people
was able to survive hundreds of years of
drought, hunger, marauding Christian and
Moslem missionaries, and civil war.

The second dominant impression was the
phenomenal response of the Israelis —ordi-
nary men, women and children — in wel-
coming their distant relatives. Israeli govern-

ment officials had invited Israelis to donate
whatever clothing, housing suppliesand toys
they could share with the Ethiopian Jewish
immigrants.

I was taken out to several of the nearby
warehouses. They werejammed to therafters
with supplies that Israelis had given volun-
tarily to the new olim. The supplies had
become so numerous that Israeli officials
had to beg Israeli citizens to halt their gener-
osity, at least for awhile.

Transcending these wonderful human ex-
pressions of compassion was the sense that
this wasa defining moment for Israel’s estab-
lishment and existence.

World Jewry is continuously besieged by
the worrisome reports of Israel’s declining
economy, shortage of jobs and housing, the
Palestinian attacks. The historic immigra-
tionofhundredsof thousandsofSoviet Jews,
though wonderful, intensifies these daily
burdens and challenges.

But in the midst of all this difficult and
often forlorn news, itisabundantly clear that
the mystique and mitzva of kibbutz galuyot
— the ingathering of the exiles — is the
deepest conviction alive and flourishing
among Israelis and world Jewry. )

With our hearts and our pocketbooks we
need to be responsive to what a great move-
ment in Jewish history is the ingathering of
the remnants of Ethiopian Jews. That, and
the immigration of Soviet Jews, are the his-
toric justifications of the rebirth of Eretz
Yisrael.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, for 30 years
the director of the international relations
department of the American Jewish Com-
mittee, is now a lecturer, writer and con-
sultant.
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The ampact of Yom Hashoah 0

Yom Hashoah has had two
primary purposes since its pro-
clamation by Israel’s Knesset,

Its primary - intention was to
enable Jews to commemorate the
memories of the 6 million Jewish
martyrs massacred by the Nazs.
That sacred purpose has been
widely realized, as virtually every
Jewish community throughout
the world observes this holy day
of honoring our dead brothers
and sisters.

There has also been a parallel
purpose to Yom Hashoah —
make the vast Christian world
aware of the magnitude of the
horrors inflicted on Jews as a
result of centuries of demonic
anti-Semitism, especially in
Europe, both East and West,

The raising of that con-
sciousness has not been a matter
of revenge or guilt. It wad, and is,

June 13, 1991
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By MARC H. TANENBAUM

to galvamze the ‘moral respon-
sibility of the Christian world to
stand against anti-Jewish bigotry
and to develop mutual respect
and solidarity between nearly a
billion Christians and world
- Jewry.

Judgmg by recent pro-
nouncements and actions of
Roman Catholic and Protestant
bodies, the profound message of
Yom Hashoah's call to humanize
the Christian conscience regar-
ding Jews and Judaism has begun
to have deep effects.

In Prague last September, we
heard the president of the
Vatican Secretariat on Religious
Relations with the Jews, Arch-
bishop Edward Cassidy, call on
the Roman Catholic world to
engage in ‘‘teshuvah," repen-
tance for the horrors Catholics
inflicted on Jews across the cen-

( Hitayo bt Ve

turies.

In Rome in December, Pope
John Paul Il gave his personal
support to the Praguc declara-
tions and urged Catholics to com-
bat anti-Semitism ‘and to recall
the meaning of the Holocaust for
Jews as well as for Christians.

Perhaps most dramatic of all,
the entire Polish Catholic hierar-
chy issued a powerful pastoral
letter repudiating hatred of Jews
in Poland and.urging increased
dialogue and mutual knowledge.
Bishop Henryk Muszynski, a
wonderful Polish bishop, was the
catalyst in the historic undertak-
ing which involved the reading of
that pastoral letter in every Polish
Catholic Church on Jan. 20.

Similar forthright declarations
have been issued by Catholic and

by many Protestant hierarchiesin

6/1n/s]

n the Chnstlan world

Czechoslovakia, Hungarnan pri-
mates, the German and Austrian
bishops, and other European,
Central, North and South Amer-
ican Calholu: leaders, especially
the Brazilians,

What all this means for the
future between Christians and
Jews is still to be determined. But
it certainly is evidence that Yom
Hashoah has had enormous im-
pact on sensitizing the leadership
of the Christian world to the hor-
rors of the past and the need for
crealing a more humane and
responsible luture, for Jews and
the whole human family.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum,
Jor 30 years the director of inter-
national relations department of
the American Jewish Commitiee;
is now a lecturer, writer and con-

sultant, iy, T
-Page9
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. BY RABBI MARC TANENBAUM " ‘

A . NEW.YORK (JTA) — Jha:;;puuedpmposaloﬂhekomm
Catbolxc bishops to abrogate church-state sepamnon in thnd holds
3 amblguous meanings for Jews.” 2% 7. _ e e 1
i Shmﬂdsmhamvmedé’momﬂabemmtbemmand
% the Catholic Church bé enacted, it would not be the first time.
f-__“ Poland’s constitution of 1921 had granted the Catholic Church an offi--
_ aalmdpnvﬂegedpomuonammgmemu'ysxdzmmoommm
L uu. b

An.u:le 114 ofﬂmeonsumnonlxowdedasfollows: “The
< Romm%ohcrdmmbemgdﬂofﬂummmtyofmem
# - occupies the first place among the religions accepted as such by the
= . - State. ... The relations of the State and Church will be determined on
tlmbam ofaConcmﬂnw:ﬂlﬂwHolySee.whmh shnllbemnﬁedby
- the Sejm (Parliament).”.-. =
2 . - 'The forging of that chmh-sta:e alhanoe had fatal conse-
7. quences for the Jews of Poland. : In the 1920s and 1930s, the Polish"
- Catholic Church was integrally allied with right-wing, reactionary and |
anti-Semitic parties in Poland. The Camp of National Unity explmted
anti-Semitism as a central political theme, and publicly made a case for
excluding all of the several nulhon Pohsh Jews fmm lhe country’s
polmcel and cultural life, * . .
s In 1936, CardmalHlond,theanateofPohnd.nssuedapas—
toral letter condemning Jews in invidious terms.” He called for an eco-
nomic boycott of all Jewish businesses and professions. -
- * For obvious — and tragic — reasons, this latter-day attempt
“at a renewed alliance of Polish state andchmchrepmsemsfm'leuofa
 threat to the Jewish community in Poland, whx:hls loday compnsedof
aboul.'? 000 to 10,000 mostly elderly Jews. =

’ .+ e~ Weighed in mebalanoemmtbelherecwtmarhbledecla-'

" ration of the Polish Catholic bishops who in January 1991 unambigu-

ously condemned anti-Semitism and called for a systematic edmauon- j

E alcamw:gnlonwoouhesepomno&sweedsﬁomhhshhfe.

“While I believe.the cause og‘ human rights should compel _
Jew:sh concem about such regmmve—moves in Poland or anywhere
else, uwouldbefoolhaxdyfmlmmheﬁrstm hnemtrytosave}

Poland from its past.

“ . The Polish intellectual and cultural leadership, pamculanyﬁ'

Polish youth, have a self-evident stake in keeping their nation open,
demoaancandeommnedm&eedomofuonscmandrehg:m The
- European Community, which Poland may one day join, also has a pri-

mary interest in strengthening demomcy and human rights among all’

their member nations, present or future. ;
" Tragically, the Nazi Holocaust, which resulted in the destruc-
tion of more than 3 million Polish Jews, has rendered this church-state
qucsuon more a symbolic issue than i real threat o theJemsh penple.
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, for 30 years the d:rec:or of the mternafwnal
relations department of the American Jewish Com:ree. is now a lec-
m.rer. writer and con.m.’!au:
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Commentary

New challenges emerge in Austrian-Jewish relations

By Marc Tanenbaum

(JTA)The welcome decision
by Austrian President Kurt
Waldheim not to run for a second
six-year lerm may make it possi-
ble for Austria finally to come to
terms with its Nazi past.

The years-long international
controversy over Waldheim's
involvement with Nazi units in
the Balkans, which he tried to
suppress during his first elec-
tion campaign in 1986, had the
paradoxical effect of casting
him as a “supervictim” in the

eyes of large numbers of con-
servative Austrians.

They rallied to his support in
angry resentment against what
they called “the international
Jewish lobby” — which they
charged with trying 10 dictate
who the president of Austria
should be. It became common-
place in these circles to associate
the honor of Waldheim with the
honor of Austria.

That polarization of the
Austrian population had the dis-
astrous effect of putting on the
defensive a substantial number of

L —

decent, often younger Austrians
who were determined to face up
1o Austria’s horrible Nazi past in
order to uproot the poisonous
weeds of anti-Semitism deeply
buried in that ancient soil.

For several years, beginning
in 1984, I and a number of my
colleagues from the American
Jewish Committee worked in
Vienna and elsewhere in Austria
(o organize systematic programs
in schools, universities, churches
and the media for confronting that
nation's pathological Nazi past,
and to lay the foundations for a

new attitude toward Jews,
Judaism, the Holocaust, and Israel.

It was startling and reassuring
to find a significant number of
Austrians who were prepared 1o
work with us on a long-term pro-
gram. Foremost among them were
the eminent Cardinal Koenig, the
Mayor of Vienna, the Minister of
Education, and key people in both
the conservative People’s Party
and the Social Democrats.

We were encouraged by the
progress we began to make with
the Education Ministry, produc-
ing impressive educational mate-
rials and arranging for regular
visits and lectures at the
Mauthausen concentration camp
in an effort to reorient the under-
standing of every student in the
Austrian school system.

The more successful these
immunization programs against
Nazism and anti-Semitism
became, however, the stiffer grew

_the resistance of Waldheim’s

many supporters, More “Jewish
interference andmanipulation,”
they caricatured this moral
cleansing, calling the philo-
Semitic Austrians “raitors.”

With Waldheim stepping
down, and the equating of the
president’s political fortunes
with"Austrian honor"” possibly
soon 1o become a thing of the
past, it may now become
smoother sailing for the decent,
younger Austrians who are deter-
mined to create “a new Austria,”

A final word.

During the height of the vig-

orous campaign led by the
World Jewish Congress 10 defeat
Waldheim’s first election cam-
paign, I agreed completely with
their objective, but differed on
the method and style of the
international campaign, con-
cerned that Waldheim not be
made into a “supervictim” of
“international Jewry."

Whatever our differences, the
result that we all wanted has
been achieved, and I express to
the World Jewish Congress lead-
ership and others involved a
hearty “ye-yasher kochachem”
— well done.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, the
director of interreligious and
international relations at the
American Jewish Committee for
30 years, is now a lecturer,
writer and consultant.



Commentary:

By Marc Tanenbaum

(JTA) — “One Nation, Many
Peoples: A Declaration for Cul-
tural Interdependence.”

That is the title of a 97-page
report recently drafted by a com-
mittee of schoolteachers and
scholars recommending radical
changes in the teaching of social
science and history in New
York’s school system.

In effect, the report calls for a
de-emphasis on the unity of
American society in favor of the
view that racial and ethnic differ-
ences make up the substance of
“the real America.”

1 have worked with textbook
publishers for many years advo-
cating a more adequate portrayal
of the role of Jews and Judaism in
the shaping of America. As a
consequence, I am in complete
sympathy with similar calls by

other groups in the American
mosaic of peoples.

But advocacy I was involved in
took place in the context of an
appreciation of the uniqueness of
American democracy and the
blessings of liberty which nour-
ished all its citizens, By contrast,
what emerges from the New York
report is a proposal for defaming
and rendering monstrous early
American history, as a means of
idealizing each of the diverse ra-
cial and ethnic groups which
found its way 1o these shores.

Neither extreme — neither defa-
mation nor mindless group cheer-
leading — contributes to the over-
riding purpose of education: the
search for truth

European religious and national
warfare bloodied the continent,
and a desire 1o escape that chamnel
house — as well as the opppres-

Misguided multiculturansm

sive, authoritarian govermnments
of Great Britain and other Euro-
pean countries steeped in corrup-
tion and violence — contributed
1o the birth of America.

America became a place where
ordinary people could realize reli-
gious and political freedoms and
find equality of opportunity. A
personal experience stamped this
appreciation of American democ-
racy on my mind. As I walked
though a refugee camp for Viet-
namese boat people in1978,a 10-
year-old Vietnamese girl fol-
lowed me everywhere I went
Finally, she said. "Mister, take me
1o America. America is liberty."

Millions of refugees who con-
tinue 1o flock to America have
that sentiment in their hearts.

Let our educational system re-
veal that truth about this nation as
well.

Dot 9HI0 Tl Cfpanicle TEAI
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Gun Control Is A Mitzvah

By Marc Tanenbaum

A continuous pattern of random and senseless
shootings in virtually every major city of America
is making increasingly clear the convergence of
Jewish and general social inlerests in conlaining
the proliferation of firearms throughout the
country.

Earlier this month, the U.S. Senate passed a
strong crime bill containing a number of con-
troversial measures aimed at.reducing crime in
America. The House is scheduled to consider
such legislation by September..

Among the key features of the Senate bill are
a ban on semi-automatic weapons and toughen-
ed penaities for criminals using guns.

Both positions, | believe, would find strong
moral support in Jewish religious tradition.

According to Orthodox scholar and columnist
for the Jewish.Press in New York, Rabbi Chaim
Lipschitz—among.zothers, -Judaism’'s attitude
toward gun control may be learned from the
‘Biblical and rabbinic teac:hmgs concerning the

killing of animals,

~ A prominent-criminologisty D .Georgette Ben- -

'J_glgf,r.es_e.m.ﬁ.mdx."Cnm arps. —. The

Future Crime_In_ America,’ observes that
*‘about 40 percenl 0 Kmerféf's own firearms.

~The vast majority own rifles and shotguns —

-rather than pistols," indicating an American love

aftair with firearms for sport — i.e. hunting.

Referring to the models of Samson and King
David, Rabbi Lipschitz asserts thatone is permit-
ted to defend oneself from attacks by both
animals and human beings. But the use of guns
for the pleasure of hunting is forbidden. A person
is permitted to hunt only that which is needed for
food and not for recreation.

Using guns for sport violates the Biblical pro-
hibition of “Ba’al Tashchit” — enjoining needless
destruction — and constitutes "Tsa'ar Baalei
Chayim" — the forbidden act of causing needless
suffering to living creatures.

If it is forbidden 1o destroy or cause suffering
to animals, how much more so should that apply
to stop the killing of fellow human beings?

The overriding Jewish moral consideration is
the talmudic dictim that “should anyone destroy
a single life he shall be called to account as
though he had destroyed an entire world."”

For profoundly Jewish as well as simpie human
considerations, the Jewish leadership in America
should be urging the passage of federal and state
legislation that would establish a uniform licen-
sing system for handguns that would keep guns
out of the hands of anyone without a legitimate
need for them.

How many more innocent people, both Jews
and non-Jews, need to be destroyed before our
government and politicians take effective steps
to curb the unrestricted access 1o murderous
weapons in America?
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positive compromise, is going
to leave a grea‘}: mm;y Ameri-
cans angry at Jews for op

ing the US. president in fg::;:-
of the Isteeli government I
do not think we shonld under-
estimate the negative fallont
of this emergimg confron-
tation

Alsq, the pogrom by blacks
in Brooklyn's Crown Heights

.ageinst Lubavitcher Jews.

had disclosed how pervasive
& black caliore of visigus enti-
Semitism is creeping out
aronnd us While moderate
black leaders bave remained
gilent in the face of
hateful, Nazi-like verbal
violence and tiots,
a :momber of black radical

"agitators — the Rev. Al

Carson, et al

Sharpton, Sonny
L - haval:adthe audautybn
‘ mwﬂdweﬂberepmted

in Williamshurg, Boro Park,:

Washington Heights snd
- € With

whnmngnamteethatm

‘l:ta(:xw bebavier could not -

bleakout::x;fl;her cities?
osion against
Glemp in the United-
- -States clearly risks alienating”
., the entite American Catholic
hierarchy, the majority of
whom are trusted friends of
the US. Jewish communmity;’
Tiot £0 mention téns of thou-. -
sands of Polish Catholics in'
the United States. )
It is more than pmbnble'l

thesmost mnseqnm--ﬁ
for_elderly Pohsh Jews. As:
‘wheri Rsbbi Avi-
the
of the Carmelite nuns,-
another wave of anti--
Sﬂnrhsmmbee:pactedh;’
Poland’ should

Jéws who will be beaten,.
cursed, snd spat upem, motl
Jml‘xvinéinthesafetyof‘
Riverdale,. NY. and Cmn-

' bridge Mass.

Jewuhleadmmelacﬁed
tooﬁ'mﬁythﬂrmhhlm-

cies'~'to whom they are regd- §
larly. accountable —
primary puirpoesé of deferiding

* Jewish mterests snd assoxing :
Jewish secarity.. It would ba © _

penntmr.ftﬁqrfeltjusuﬁui“

.in provoking further amitnost © :

ty aud hos
AmenmJewryhsahmz—

-'danttm!pmb.lunsmﬂ:e

“eud anti-Semitic rap lydes, -

But it will be the frail Polish  *;

imminent USIsmaeli confron-
tation, the Crown Heights
black coltage of vicious anti-
lSemmsm. not to mention the

atent garden varisty smti
Semjtism which 11- buried in
the culture -

Since 1989, Cardinal Glemp
committed himself to transfer
the Carmelite eonvent to a
new center that is under éon-
struction. He gave_tha full
suthority of his office to an
extraordmary declaration of
the Polish Cathohc i
that condemned "anii-Setni-

tism “‘as evil and contrary to
the spirit of the Gospel” He
appxwed the reading of that,
historic pastaral document in

every Polish Catholic Chmt]i
last Janua:y, &ii-- Tiiprece-
deated act in t.he hmtory of

And in n'.i a Ieﬁer
to Detroit’s y Catholic
archhishop, Cmﬂma[ Gl
retracted ‘e “ha

!eweleddurmghus 1989 homsi- .

!yﬂuazJemah 101
ﬂesmmﬂnofthen-cnmmt.
I do not know whether Car-
dinal Glemp 58§ ie bakl -
teshuvah™ But"p'e mia Be
Polish Caﬂiohc Y
shewn d trable 1
they are undergonig SeHoiis

corrective changes
titudes towards.Jéws,’ Judas *
ism, LI:gNazl Hdm&t.ﬂnﬂ

l}b}-r N n.l‘_.!l-u

1896. They were Hi

swimmear Alffeds Hajos-

Guttmsn"‘itus't'r H
Stwinimer’ Paﬁlﬂ (PO
andtwu

h&-ﬁ‘ frad:ing

~i.é:. . ;i 4
ml:hmat— )




[end]
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By mnc H. TANENBAUM

Cardmal Iosef Giemp pnma:e of the Pohsh Calhohc_

 Both his biography and his remarks faade it evident
tha: the primate of Poland was ignorant about the ele-'

| mentary facts of Jew:sh Iusto:y. mhgton and culrure in

=1 his own country.

In thar vacuum. the wc:ous stercotypes of Pohsh folk-

_J--, " ‘e " R

Chun:h looked around the large conference table at 12
American Jewish lcnders, who were joined by Ieadus of - =
the American Catholic Church, and said: “This is the '
g largcst groyp of Jewish people [ have ever met.” . -

. His statement was a telling revelation early in an his- . ~=——
“totic meeting in Washnglon 1t left the clear feeliigthat - = +/°"
the cardinal — center of a controversy in the Jewish i
commumty =~ can be educa:ed or re-educared about .
' ews and Judaism, - !

Rabbi Maré H Tanenbaum, for 30 yeara director of

| Interreligious relations for thé American Jewish Com-' .
miitee, was the only rabbi present as a guest observer at - .
{ Vatican Council Il betweén 1962 arid 1965. He is also'a '
-\ former chairman of rheInremanonaerh Cc:mmmee o
: for Inten*e!fg:ous Camu!:armns e R

Polish Cardlnal JO
- “sef Glemp, second
' from left, talks with
Rabbi Mark Tan-’
- .- enbaum, right, in_ -
; - Washington. Arch-
bishop Adam Maide
. of Detroit, left, and .
" Archbishop William
: Ke?Ier Iook on, . -

._,. - el e .---f.-.-- S aoooe f,

‘Exchange and change

Meetmg wzth Amrfcan Jew:sh leade s an education  for Glemp

- lore hav filled hns mind and his vocabulmy And hav:ng
‘had virwally no contact with any living Jewish commu-

- nity, thete had never been a serious challenge to his car- -
xcatunes gross misinformation.  ;
- The on Sept, 20 at the offices of l'.he National

ce of Cathiolic Bishops was a fundamental en-
. As Rabb: Mordecm Waxman of Great Neck

I

LI put t: “There was an exchange and therc was -

chs.nge
“The mdm scholar}y ‘of our colleagues reviewed both -

: “the gmndeur and the misery"” of Iew:sh exlstcnce in

Poland sirjce the 13th centyry:

- ® HowPolishkings— Boleslav V in 1264 and Cm— "

mir the Gteat in 1364 — invited thé Jews of Germany _ -
1 Europe to come to thé impoverished péasant
Ip bmld a0 wban commcrcml and mdustml

8 How,by the firt census in 1765, Polish Jews had,

:_-;__Ngw.s ﬁnafys!s i._' el

{Commdon?age35) ,___-.‘ NS




-G emp'-

. {Comnuedﬁvmi’age3} e

.- already made up’ lﬂperccnloflhe
=+ - population, pracliced all trades'and .
- were prominent in many aspecis of .
_.. ~urban life. From the 16th century -
= '._un!:ll the Holocaust, Poland was the

- :chief world center of Judaism. . au
“‘-—"*I‘How* thie Chiristian’ Bom‘gemsze'"’mwm beimplementedmtime

* came 10 envy and resent-the Jewish -
- mexchants, and how the Catholic "

chgy patticulardy the Jesuits in the
~17th'century, became the chief ar-

: cbneclsofslanderandnolsmatlm

- degenerated into bloody pogroms, -
“with the oppressed -and illiterate

. peasants rallying 10 the cause.

Glemp was confronted by that

" survey of the glory and the tragedy

Taas

“*of Jewish history in Poland. He was
.asked how the prirnate of the Polish
“Catholic Church could -reduce that’
oomplex. noble and terrible hmory

1o three-or fows!u_gans that mirror

- e e

* The Jewish Week, Inc. ~ “"October 6-10,1991-" 3!

“ “the worst stercotypes of peasant: * 'with’ ‘you now and in the futuré ...in * ‘Bemporad of Lawrence, L.I., lo
7" Jore. He was told that Jews have a |

* right to expect the head of the Pohsh mots

mmbmng ann-Scnnnm atits. very c.umpcl the cardinal 1o “ grovel,”
y . To reinforce his changing: altl-

“He sa:d lhatlhe “pasmral letter | mdu.Glcmpihc.n reporied that he -
' .Cardinal Bemard Law," arc'h~ ﬂmmmd[m]anmry 1991)inall. " had publicly-condemned arecent "

b:shnp of Boston, described his ex-. - the parishes of Poland ... waswritten’ * synagogue: desecration in" Warsaw,
" perience with the American Jewish - in the spirit of repentance, teshuvah, - but'that: **regrettably the interna-
“ community as a great blessinginhis- on the pan of Polish Catholics and tjonal mshadw"ms state- -

chun:h not 10 bear false witness. -

_visit. The rm:eung will be hosted by
‘Cardinal John O’Connor, arch-
bishop of New York at lus resn
dence. Wt

'lhepmposal won the'; agreemem
nf Archbishop William Keeler o
Baltimore, moderator of Catholic:
~Jewish relations of the Nationa

life. He said he wished thatthe expe- - | rcconc:lnmon [wnm_; _q__ﬂ;sm
T people.” .

Fullowwg !he Washmgmn meet-

in Poland, given the realities of the . - Hc addod in hls official state-- _ing, Cardinal Glemp issued a formal .
Cathofic majosity and the small sur- ' meat: “In our pastoral [letter], my" siatement in Boston expressing ap-

v:vmg.lewmhmnununtly ~ © fellow bishops and T unanimously precimontorﬂnulksmdpbdgng

"The importance of the conversa- - condemned anti-Semitism in all its - *1o invite a continuation of this dia- -

"tion, in which some Jewish organi-
‘zations -had declined 10-take pan,
was ‘that Cardinal Glemp emaged

. ‘insidious forms; and expressed our - logue in Warsaw in 1992, -
sincere regret for all the inCidents of - The first.steps toward'that dia- -
anti-Semitism which were commit- . ;oguc will be taken in a meeting on -

“dewermined to change. . - “ted at any time or by anyone on Pol- 'QOct. 6dunng Glemp’s New York -

He said: "lhaveleanmdmalcer- - ish soil, as well asoursorrow farall * ___-'muiv o el L i Tt e el
tain of my own statements have the: m;usnees and harm ‘done 1o [*
caused pain 1o the Jewish commu- ' - Jews.” = = .

nity... but were.... based on wmistaken .. We felt it was. m.wmandw-l
“information .... [regret sincerely that - spomlbh fo'recéive his “ feskuvah™ 7} “
.- this-unfortunate siruation-occurred, assuch, and not seck foolishly, inthe ;;

and recommit. myself 1o worhng prndem comment uf Rnhbl Jack ;

—Conférence of Calhiolic Bishops
: and Bishop Henryk Muszynski, hi
“Polish comne:pm, 10 orgamze the
eﬂim.

“If American' Jcmsh leaders car
~ manage. some measure of effectivi
- cooperalion and solidarity we ma
-beableto upmm-me sources of anti
Semitic caricatures in Poland, espe
c:ally wnh Cardma] Glemp

A L e
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VIEWPOINT

MARC H. TANENBAUM

Does Tutu Believe What He Says About The Jews?

I first met Desmond Tutu,
the Anglican archbishop of
South Africa and Nobel
laureate, in his church in
October
1985. Helen
Suzman,
the feisty
anti-
apartheid
leader in
South
Africa’s ‘

parlia- ;
ment, arranged for an

. American Jewish Committee
delegation to meet with Tutu
for a frank discussion about
apartheid and black-Jewish
relations.

After the usual courtesies,
the archbishop launched
into a long lecture to us
about how apartheid is the

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is
international relations consul-
tant to the American Jewish
Commiitee and is immediate
past chairman of the Interna-
tional Jewish Committee for
Interreligious Consultations.

equivalent of the Nazi Holo-
caust, and the Jews are spec-
tators to the black tragedy.

Suzman -- as did we all --
bristled with anger. She was
the first member of the
South African parliament to
campaign against the evils of
apartheid more than a
quarter century before Tutu
was on the scene. She also
organized the first liberal
party in South Africa to
combat apartheid.

“Listen, Desmond,” Suz-
man said, “I have devoted
my entire life and career to
battling against apartheid.
Terrible and tragic as is
apartheid, it is no way the
equivalent of the Nazi Holo-
caust which tried to destroy
physically the entire Jewish
people. I wish you would
stop exploiting that great
Jewish tragedy for your pur-
poses.”

Tutu seemed to be em-
barrassed and remained
silent for awhile.

But he obviously has not

remained silent since then.
He has consistently ex-

- ploited Judaism and the

Jewish historic experience. I
am not sure whether he real-
ly believes what he has been
saying about Jews and
Judaism, or whether he is

.« «  have notyet
heard Archbishop
Tutu call on 23
million blacks in
South Africa to
forgive the racist
Afrikaaners.

cynically distorting -- even
raping -- Jewish sancta for
his own dramatic purposes.
In 1984, in an address
before the Jewish
Theological Seminary in
New York, he asserted that
apartheid owes its origins to

the Holy Temple of the Jews
in Jerusalem. The temple
courtyard, which separated
Gentiles from Jews, was the
earliest form of apartheid,
Tutu said. So what about the
courtyards that separated
priests from Levites, from
Israelites, men from women?
Did that make the Jews anti-
Semitic?

Then, he freely spoke
about the “arrogance of Jew-
ish power” and “the Jewish

lobby.” Tutu seems to have,

memorized the Protocols of
the Elders of Zion as well as
he has the Bible.

Now, on his latest visit to.
Israel, he flamboyantly calls
for the creation of a Palesti-
nian state, and calls on the
Jews to forgive the Nazis.
Support unconditionally for
a PLO-dominated state is
another irresponsible
monkey wrench tossed gra-
tuitously into the delicate
peace process that is pains-
takingly being put together,

And while affronting Jews

for not forgiving the Nazis
sounds very Christian, I
have not yet heard Arch-
bishop Tutu call on 23
million blacks in South
Africa to forgive the racist
Afrikaaners.

Indeed, this self-styled
disciple of Martin Luther
King and Mahatma Gandhi
declared on Jan. 25, 1986, in
New York, “I believe there
are situations where one has
to use force.”

Examining the record of
Archbishop Tutu’s declara-
tions over recent years, |
have come to the conclusion
that his mind-set is that of
the medieval Christian tra-
dition, which believed that
Jews are morally exhausted
and that Christianity has
come to supersede Judaism
as a “superior” form of
religion. Thus, we see it is
classic anti-Judaism which
feeds his consistent pattern
of anti-Jewish attitudes
Some Nobel Peace Prize
laureate.



Archbishop Tutu is more anti-Jewish than he cares to acknowledge

By Marc H. Tanenbaum
Jewish Telegraphic Agency

NEW YORK - | first met
Desmond Tutu, the Anglican
archbishop of South Africa and
Nobel laureate, in his church in
October 1985. Helen Suzman,
the feisty anti-apartheid leader
in South Africa's parliament,
arranged for an American
Jewish Committee delegation
to meet with Tutu for a frank
discussion about apartheid
and black-Jewish relations.

After the usual courtesies,
the archbishop launched into a
long lecture to us about how
apartheid is the equivalent of
the Nazi Holocaust, and the
Jews are spectators to the
black tragedy.

Suzman - as did we all —
bristled with anger. She was
the first member of the South
African parliament to cam-

paign against the evils of
apartheid more than a quarter
century before Tutu was on the
scene. She also organized the
first liberal party in South
Africa to combat apartheid.

“Listen, Desmond," Suz-
man said, "I have devoted my
entire life and career to battling
against apartheid. Terrible and
tragic as is apartheid, it is no
way the equivalent of the Nazi
Holocaust which tried to de-
stroy physically the entire Jew-
ish people, | wish you would
stop exploiting that great Jew-
ish tragedy for your purposes.”

Tutu seemed to be embar-
rassed and remained silent for
awhile.

But he obviously has not re-
mained silent since then. He
has consistently exploited Ju-
daism and the Jewish historic
experience. | am not sure
whether he really believes

what he has been saying
about Jews and Judaism, or
whether he is cynically distort-
ing — even raping - Jewish
sancta for his own dramatic
purposes.

In 1984, in an address be-
fore the Jewish Theological
Seminary in New York, he as-
serted that apartheid owes its
origins to the Holy Temple of
the Jews in Jerusalem. The
temple courtyard, which sepa-
rated Gentiles from Jews, was
the earliest form of apartheid,
Tulu said. So what about the
courtyards that separated
priests from Levites, from Is-
raelites, men from women"
Did that make the Jews anti-
Semitic?

Then, he freely spoke about
the "arrogance of Jewish pow-
er" and "the Jewish lobby." Tu-
tu seems to have memorized
the protocols of the Elders of

Zion as well as he has the
Bible.

Now, on his latest visit to Is-
rael, he flamboyantly calls for
the creation of a Palestinian
state, and calls on the Jews to
forgive the Nazis. Support un-
conditionally for a PLO-domi-
nated state is another irre-
sponsible monkey wrench
tossed gratuitously into the
delicate peace process that is
painstakingly being put togeth-
er.

And while affronting Jews
for not forgiving the Nazis
sounds very Christian, | have
not yet heard Archbishop Tutu
call on 23 million blacks in
South Africa to forgive the
racist Afrikaaners.

Indeed, this self-styled dis-
ciple of Martin Luther King and
Mahatma Gandhi declared on
Jan. 25, 1986, in New York, "l
believe there are situations

where one has to use force."

Examining the record of
Archbishop Tutu's declara-
tions over recent years, | have
come to the conclusion that his
mind-set is that of the me-
dieval Christian tradition,
which believed that Jews are
morally exhausted and that
Christianity has come to su-
perseded Judaism as a "supe-
rior" form of religion. Thus, we
see it is classic anti-Judaism
which feeds his consistent pat-
tern of anti-Jewish attitudes.
Some Nobel Peace Prize lau-
reate.

(Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is
international relations consul-
tant to the American Jewish
Committee and is immediate
past chairman of the Interna-
tional Jewish Committee for
Interreligious Consultations.)
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POSTORIAL

Greek Orthodox, Jewish
Community Relations Close

By Marc H. Tanenbaum

The current visit to the United States of the Ecumenical Patriarch, Dimitrios I of
Constantinople, is quite rightly an event of major religious importance to Eastern
Orthodox Christians, about six million of whom live in this century.

Symbolically, it is also an occasion for%owledging the general growth in positive
relationships over recent decades between the Greek Orthodox and Jewish com-
munities in North America.

In January 1972, the writer had the privilege of co-chairing with His Eminence
Archbishop lakoves, the charismatic primate of the Greek Orthodox Church in the
Western hemisphere, the first national conference of Greek Orthodox and Jewish
scholars and leaders. It was a remarkable experience, probing deeply the historical
interaction of Byzantine Christianily and Judaism.

The proceedings of that unprecedented interchange were published in the Greek
Orthodox Theological Review (Volume XXI1, Spring 1977), which shed new light on
the role of the Jews in the Byzantine Empire and examined contemporary problems
of anti-Semitism in the Eastern Orthodox world.

After years of evasion by the late Papandreou government, the recently elected
Greek government moved quickly to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel. It
is not generally known that the American Greek Orthodox community played a
crucial role in influencing Athens to make this decisive move, despile much op-
position from the Arab Orthodox world.

Archbishop lakovos, who has a deep appreciation of the Jewish foundations of
Christianity, was among the first major Christian leaders to repudiate the infamous
U.N, resolution libelling Zionism as racism. Greek Orthodox leaders in the United
States, both clerical and lay, have also quietly sought to counter some of the

*lingering theological and liturgical anti-Jewish attitudes which still pervade Greece,

Of the 250 million Eastern Orthodox Christians, the majority reside in the Soviet
Union, the Balkan nations, the Middle East, and North and South America. Given
the massive anti-Jewish attitudes among Christians in the Middle East, and the
rising anti-Semitism in Eastern Europe with its large Orthodox Christian
populations, positive Eastern Orthodox and Jewish solidarity could become a con-
structive countervailing force. The visit of Patriarch Dimitrios might well become a
stimulus for enlarging that circle of understanding and mutual respect.
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ewish-Ethnic Dialogue
By Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

A considerable amount of attention is being
devoted in the nation's major media to
demographic changes in American society occa-
sioned by the rise of Asians, Hispanics and
blacks in many of our large cities.

While the 1990 census is still the subject of
charges of undercounting, the numbers that did
emerge tell of some clear trends in New York Ci-
ty. The city's white population dropped by half a
million people, while the population of Asian-
Americans doubled and the Hispanic population
rose by 30 percent. Blacks made up 28.7 percnt
of New York's population in 1990, up from 25 per-
cent in 1880.

“Every New Yorker is now a minority,” wrote
one commentator.

These numbers have at times been reported
with a hint of breathless anxiety, as if the
demographic shifts they represent are a clap of
thunder out of the blue.

In point of fact, students of American
demography and ethnic groups began to
recognize this changing pattern as early as the
1970s. All of the major Jewish intergroup agen-
cies began developing strategies two decades
ago for relating to Asian, Hispanic, black and
Native American groups.

Most of the Jewish community-relations groups
around the country undertook, during the past two
decades, to cultivate relationships with leaders
and key players in each of these ethnic groups
in their communities.

The crucial issue, | believe, is not whether
Jewish agencies both nationally and locally are
alert and responsive to these important religious,
racial and ethnic changes. | think by and large the
evidence is that they know what is going on in
these population shifts and are generally being
creative in their search for common ground.

The critical question is how Jewish agencies
will define their relationships with the ascendant
ethnic bodies.

For a period of time, some theoreticians and
practitioners in the Jewish community appeared
to support an unbridled assertion of ethnicity in
unconditional terms. Such ethnic assertion,
however, quickly becomes ethnic aggression,
demanding entitlements from society while
acknowledging It few duties.

Dr. Martin Marty, a leading Protestant scholar,
wrote some years ago that the dynamic of
American pluralism involves a tension between
“identity and exposure.” Each group has a right
and a duty to define its identity in its own terms.
But if each group cares only for itself, the result
will be an American Balkanized into rival camps.

Dr. Marty added that there is an obligation on
each and every religious, racial and ethnic group,
once its identity is realized, to expose its values
and culture for the benefit of the general society.

It is such a conception of the duties and
responsibilities to one’s own group and to the
general welfare that should become the basis of
the new cycle of ethnic relationships in our
changing nation,
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The TWA Hijacking -
Issues And Non-Issues

By Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum

First it was Bitburg. Then Mengele. And now,
the savage TWA hijacking by the brutal, sadistic
radical Shiite Muslims. It is little wonder that the
nerves of the Jewish people are raw and in-
flamed.

But against that emotionally turbulent
background, it is important that our community
sort out the real issues from the “non-issues.”
One of these “non-issues” is the purported role
of the TWA stewardess, Uli Derickson. Press
reports have alleged that this German-born flight
attendant singled out “Jewish-sounding’ names -
of the American hostages and handed them over
to the fanatic Shiite hijackers.

Last week, TWA executives invited several of

-us from major Jewish agencies to discuss that
issue. After a two-hour detailed discussion of the
evidence, we are persuaded that Uli Derickson
has gotten a bum rap. The facts are that she
played an absolutely heroic role. Were it not for
her skill and professionalism, | have no question
but that the TWA plane would have been blown
up by the suicidal fanatics, spelling death for all
the hostages.

All the anger that is being needlessly vented
on her must not divert us from the main issues: a)
anger needs to be focussed on these murderous
Shiites who must be held accountable; b) every
support must be given to the U.S. and Israeli
governments who are assiduously trying to get
all the hostages released and returned safely to
their families.

Beyond that, we need to concentrate our efforts
in countering those voices who, incredibly, are
trying to scapegoat Israel as the villain. respon-
sible for this tragedy.



Unmask The PLO

It is encouraging that Jordan’s King Hus-
sein has given a qualified positive response to
Israeli Prime Minister Peres’ latest proposal
for direct negotiations among Jordan, Israel
and responsible, non-terrorist Palestinians.

While Peres appears willing to accommo-
date Hussein's insistence on an international
forum for negotiations and has agreed that
both sides would be free to put any issue they
like on the negotiating table, the major stum-
bling block, as aiways, remains the PLO.
Though King Hussein obviousty still hesitates
to talk to the Israelis without the PLO, it is to
be hoped that his recent “reassessment” of
the situation will strengthen his readiness to
seek out Palestinian leaders who will pro-
mote, not sabotage, the peace process.

Meanwhile, the PLO has again shown its
true face in the recent Achille Lauro hijack-
ings. The four terrorists who seized the ship
and murdered a disabled old man in a2 wheel-

chair were on their way to Israel, where, like ST. LOUIS POST DISPATCH

other PLO henchmen before them, they were
to ergage in the random murder of as many
unarmed civilians as possible.

At some point the world must strip the
cloak of legitimacy from Chairman Yasser
Arafat and recognize the PLO for the crimi-
nal gang that it is. Only then will there be a
real chance to achieve peace and justice for
the Israelis and the Palestinians,

. J. David Levy
President, St. Louis Chapter
American Jewish Commiitee
Richmond Heights

Letter From Gail Kaplan

Pres. Central New Jersey Chapter
The American Jewish Committee

Dear Editor,

When tervorists strike, it is nataral to focus on the actual
perpetrators. Almost always; the tervorists turn out to be fanatics.
acting in support of a religious, political or other cause that they
value above human life — including their own and those of their vic-
tims. Most often, these killers are untraceable. compounding
outrage with frustration. But while those who pull the triggers and
throw the bombs may be faceless. the suppliers of their guns and
grenades are not.

There are governments and orgasirations known to spearhead
the terrorist network. Libya, Iran snd (he Palestine Liberation
organization, for example, have openly declared their support for
terrorism. Syria and the U.S.S.R. prefer to be active but silent part-
ners. Agents of these sponsors train tevrorists in the use of weapons
and explosives, equip them with false decuments, and furnish them
with information about security arrasgements in airports, on ships
and around public institutions. All this takes money — lots of it. The
terrorists’ trainers and handlers are paid employees.

Terrorism can only be stopped il the decent nations of the world
join in diplomatic, economic — and perhaps military — responses
that make ‘the cost too high for the governments and groups that

sponsor such outrages.
~ Gail Kaplan
Princeton, N.. .
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relations.

Much of the anger in the Jewish
community was appropriately in
response to the inexplicable fact that
the Pope would even agree to meet :
with the PLO's Arafat, the  chief

architect of international
Arafat, after all, was re-
sponsible for the massacre
of tens of thousands of
Christians, Muslims, as
well as Jews.

The photograph of the
Pope and Arafat became
the chief provocation for it
suggested to the world that
the Holy See somehow

: sanctioned and murderous

actions of the arch ter-
| rorist. But the embittered

T,

Sk

4 Remember

Pope-Arafat Meel'mg — Another View

THE TIME is past due for talking * \
some calm, rational sense about '

the recent meeting of Pope Johr Faul
II and the PLO's Yasir Arafat. That
controversial meeting has resulted in
considerable stress in Catholic-Jewish

i

terrorism. RABBI TANENBAUM

reactions to the pro-
vocative picture must not
be allowed to obscure what
actually went on during
that meeting.

- i

WE KNOW from re- |
liable sources that the
Pope forcefully demanded
that Arafat's PLO give up
their violence and ter-
Please Turn to Page 26
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By MARC TANENBAUM

NEW YORK (JTA) — The na-
tion's press, particularly the
. press in New York, has been
lavish in its coverage of the life
!'and death of Terence Cardinal
' Cooke, the late archbishop of
New York. ’
| But if one read that press

 carefully, especially THE NEW -

YORK TIMES, one would never
' { know that Cooke had a long and
faithful relationship with lead-
ers of the Jewish community.

I first met this warm, cheerful
prelate when he was Msgr.
Cooke, serving as personal sec-
retary to the late Francis Cardi-
nal Spellman. Most people are
unaware that Spellman played a
key role in helping mobilize sup-
port among ihe American Cath-

“olic bishops during Vatican
Council II (1962-65) for the Vati-

Jewish relations that condemn-
ed anti-Semitism and called for
mutual respect between Catho-
lics and Jews.

CARDINAL COOKE: |-

Prelate called for respect
between Chnstlans ]ews

can Declaration on Catholie- -

.gd

ne

than ever before

Supports historic relatnnahip
of Jews to Israel

In November, 1968, at a Unit-
ed Jewish Appeal dinner honor-
ing his close. friend, Charles Sil-
ver — who conducted the famed
Al Smith dinner for Catholic
charities, Cooke made warm
and positive statements sup-
porting the historic relationship
of the Jewish people to Israel.
Subsequently, he lent his name
to petitions supporting the hu-
man rights of Soviet Jewry.

During the late 1970s and ear-

.1y 1980s, Cooke attended Sab-,

bath services and spoke from
the 'pulpits of several leading

- New York synagogues. Recipro-
. cally, rabbis -were inviied (o

speak from the pulpit of St. Pat-
rick's Cathedral.

On the problematic side, some '
Jewish leaders differed publicly .
with the cardinal on such issues |
as abortion and aid to private '
schools, but there was coopera- ’

_ tion with him on the condemna-

‘Anti-Semitism should never find =
a basis in the Catholic religion .
‘and must never find a place in
any Catholic’s life..." =

During that period, Msgr.

Conlm frecuently_eamved a- tioi okt

tion of drugs, pornography, -




- The Nomination of e
- Justice William Rehnquist

By Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

The recent Congressional hearings over the nomination of
Justice William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the US.
Supreme Court were hardly our nation’s finest hour.

Justice Rehnquist may well be a brilliant lawyer and
technically an above-average Supreme Court Judge. But the
revelations during recent weeks of testimony of his past
attitudes towards civil rights, and quite possibly, towards
blacks, Hispanics. Jews, and women are far from reassuring.

How does one reconcile the venerable image of the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court as impartial arbiter of the law of
the land and the picture of William Rehnquist in Phoenix in
1962 challenging blacks and Hispanics in order to prevent their
voting in elections? And he compounds the injury by denying he
ever intimidated voters even though a Federal prosecutor
testified under oath that he saw him do it

Then there are the deeds to his houses in Phoenix which
barred sale to blacks, and his Vermont house which would
exclude sale to Jews. 1 am inclined to accept Rehnquist's
explanation that those discriminations were not intentional.

But then | wonder about his writing the majority opinion
last March that denied an Air Force psychologist who is also an
Orthodox rabbi the right to wear a skull cap while on duty.

The late Justice Brandeis once wrote, “If we desire respect
for law, we must first make the law respectable.”

Justice Rehnquist has much to explain to the American
people about his past actions and views if he is to deserve the
respect and confidence that a Chief Justice requires to be

effective.
(c) WNS-Seven Arts
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{son between Spellman and my- media and related public morali -
I'setf; as- well -as—with- American-— ty issues.- - - ————
Jewish Committee leaders Aphor of viol

Charles Silver, a close friend of
the cardinal, Judge Joseph Pro-
skauer and Morris Abram. It
was then that Msgr. Cooke. re-
ceived his “on-the-job” training
in Catholic-Jewish relations.
Beputed anti-Semitism

On his designation in 1968 as
archbishop of New York, the
AJC sponsored a luncheon in his
honor, attended by prominent
Catholic and Jewish leaders. In
his maiden address on Catholjc-
Jewish relations, Cooke spoke
of his commitment to “heighten-
ed respect, sympathy and affec-
tion” between Catholics and
‘Jews. He then went on to repud-
iate anti-Semitism in these
words:

» “In these years following the
Secand Vatican Couneil, we Ro-
man Catholics are more than
ever convinced that anti-
Semitism should never find a
basis in the Catholic religion
and must never find a place in
any Catholic's life..." T

“We Catholic people are anx-
ious to salute our Jewish bro-
thers anew. Conscious of our
common heritage of salvation in
the covenant between God and
Abraham and his descendants,
| we pledge ourselves to continue
fostering stronger and more ex-
tensive bonds of mutual respeet,
| concern and cooperation.”
| Cooke then encouraged coop-
| eration between Catholics and
| Jews in social justice areas:
| “The pursuit of justice in civil
| rights and the resolution of our
] serious urban problems are
surely areas in which our coop-
eration can bear rich fruit. Our
opportunities are extraordinary

in New York — a great
Jewish city and a great Chris-
tian city..J pray today and
every day that together we
shall seize the opportunities af-
\fordad now and serve the needs
™ our people more cffectively

~—

Some anxiety did develop in’
the Jewish community - when
Cooke became president of the
Near East Catholic Welfare
Council,
were one-sidely allied with Pal-
‘estinians and other Arabs to the
exclusion of any sympathy for
victimized Jewish refugees in
Israel and in Arab countries.

But the cardinal trod a careful
middle ground in upholding the
legitimate social welfare needs
of Arabs while not retreating
from his moral support of Israel.

His abhorrence of violence,
made public in his condemnation
of terrorism in Ireland, carried
over to his disdain for PLO ter-
rorism and violence, as he told
me on more than one occasion.

His keen "sensitivity to- the
state of the Jewish soul was
perhaps most dramatically re-
flected when he and I collaborat-
ed on world refugee problems,

whose professionals

particularly the Vietnamese °

boat people tragedy. At a press

conference held at St. Patrick’'s -

"Cathedral in 1980, Cooke ex-

plained his motivation for re-
sponding to the Indochinese ref-
refugee crisis in these moving
words:

“Our generation witnessed
the savagery of the Nazi Holo
caust which led to the destrue-
tion of millions of Jewish lives.
To our eternal shame, most of
the world stood by while human
beings were being destroyed.
We are now trying to learn our
moral lessons from that trag-
edy, and that is why we —
Christians and Jews together —
are joining hands to stand
against the evil which is afflict-
ing these poor Vietnamese refu-
gees.” .

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum is
director of the interreligious af-
fairs department of the Ameri
can Jewish Committee.
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ESPITE THE assurances that
President Reagan gave to Jew- |

ish leaders recently in which he re- !
pudiated the resort to anti-Semitism |
during the AWACS struggle, there is
something deeply disconcerting over
the unresolved issue of ‘‘dual loyalty.”
After 1974, when Turkey invaded
Cyprus and displaced some 250,000
Greek Orthodox refugees from their ;
homes, Archbishop Iakovos, primate of
the Greek Orthodox Church of North

and South America, organized a RABBI TANENBAUM

massive political cam-
paign against American ec-
onomic and military aid to
Turkey.

The Archbishop, joined
by Greek lay leaders who
have substantial political
and financial clout, met
with Presidents Nixon and
Ford, and members of the
U.S. Congress, demanding
that America terminate its
extensive aid to Turkey.
Although Turkey is a
critically important anchor
g
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Light candles Friday, Dec. 4, 4:25 p.m.
Sedra — Vayetze, Genesis.
End of Kri~*" ~ ~

of the NATO alliance, the
Greek community in the
U.S. succeeded in influenc-
ing the American govern-
ment to curtail its aid to
Turkey.

X
SIGNIFICANTLY,
throughout the entire
American Greek political
and public opinion cam-
paign, not a whisper of the

.charge of ‘‘dual loyalty”

Please Turn To Page 25
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-, Commentary

T STARTED off with a
dramatic headline in
last week's New York
Post—“Pope decides to
recognize Israel.”

That was startling and
long-awaited good news
and the story was most en-
couraging. Based on an
exclusive NBC report
from Rome, the Post story
told that that a high-rank-
ing Vatican official de-
clared that Pope John
Paul II had decided “in
principle” to establish
diplomatic relations with
Israel as a sign of friend-
ship to the Jewish people.
The American Ambassa-
dor to the Vatican was re-
ported to have welcomed
that proposed action, but

suggested that it be de-
layed until after the U.S.
Presidential elections.

Then, within 24 hours,
another report from Rome
seems to have denied the
story.

What are we to make of
that confusion? Some Vat-
ican experts told me that
there was truth in the orig-
inal report. It was a trial
balloon testing what the
reactions might be in the
Jewish and Arab worlds.

STes AmLEl_ S840 aural G Staen

The sudden denial of the

Pope’s intentions, some’

felt, came from some Vati-
can circles who feared
there would be severe re-
prisals from Arab and
Muslim leaders who
would punish Arab Chris-
tians and they have in the
past.

Whatever the reasons
for the present confusion,
I cantestify from personal
experience to, the follow-
ing facts: During the past
three years, I have joined

By Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, A Seven Arts Feature

The Holy See And Israel

other Jewish leaders in
extended coversations
with Vatican leaders on
the question of establish-
ing diplomatic relations
between the Holy See and
Israel. I know that there is
genuine interest in Rome

that such
come to pass.
Whatever happens fo
this trial balloon, the real
issue is not whether it will
happen, but only when
and how it will happen.

%

recognition
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Nobel Laureates Call UN
Dangerous Threat to Peace

By RABBI MARC H.
TANENBAUM
(A Seven Aris Feature)

It is not often that 30
Nobel Laureates join to-
gether in common cause for
the welfare of mankind.

A few weeks ago Nobel
Laureates of the interna-
tional stature of economist
Kenneth Arrow, physicists
Hans Bethe and Arno Pen-
zias, and Sir John Eccles
joined 100 of some of the
most prominent academic,
scientific, civie, religious,
labor, and human rights
leaders from throughout the
world in issuing a “state-
ment of conscience” that
warned of "the growing
danger to world peace re-
sulting from the erosion of
the United Nations.”

People of the standing of
Simone de Beauvoir, Henry
Steele Commager, Bruno
Bettleheim, NAACP’s Ben-
jamin Hooks, playwright
Eugene Ionesco, AFI'CIS
Lane Kirkland, Sir ]smah
Berlin, Sargent Shriver,
Beverly Sills, Sen. Daniel
Moynihan, in an unprece-
*dented expression of con-
demnation, charged that
the United Nations has be-
come “perverted by irrele-
vant political machina-
tions” and is "in danger of
becoming a force against
peace itself.”

“Major conflicts in Af-
rica, Asia, the Middle
East and Latin America

Kleeman Chair

at Weizmann U.
REHOVOT, Israel —
creased cs.pabilmes for rls*-

nracessi—

and crushing humanita-
rian problems of 14 mil-
lion refugees and vast
hunger go virtually un-
challenged while the UN,
manipulated by
Soviet Union, the PLO,
and Arab blocs, concen-
trate obsessively in un-
dermining the Egyptian-
Israeli peace freaty and
in trying to isolate Israel.

“We cannot remain si-
lent,” these world leaders
declared, "while forces
which incite hatred and fo-
ment war betray our hopes
for world peace and pro-

Significantly, represen-
tatives of President-elect
Reagan’s transition team
played an active partin that
consultation, and they got
the message.

It remains to be seefi
whether the UN under its
the message — while there
is still time.

‘Rabbi Bernard

Twersky Dies

NEW YORK (JTA) —
Rabbi Bernard Twersky, for
many years the public rela-
tions director of the Rabbin-
ical Council of America, an
Orthodox rabbinic body,
died Dec. 31.

Born in Lublin, Poland,
he came to the United
States at an early age. He
was a longtime member of
the executive board of the
Rabbinical Coauneil *of

The Nomination of "
Justice William Rehnquist

By Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

The recent Congressional hearings over the nomination of
Justice William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the US.
Supreme Court were hardly our nation’s finest hour.

Justice Rehnquist may well be a brilliant lawyer and
technically an above-average Supreme Court Judge But the
revelations during recent weeks of testimony of his past
attitudes towards civil rights, and quite possibly, towards
blacks. Hispanics, Jews, and women are far from reassuring

How does one reconcile the venerable image of the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court as impartial arbiter of the law of
the land and the picture of William Rehnquist in Phoenix in
1962 challenging blacks and Hispanics in order to prevent their
voting in elections? And he compounds the injury by denying he
ever intimidated voters even though a Federal prosecutor
testified under oath that he saw him do it

Then there are the deeds to his houses in Phoenix which
barred sale to blacks, and his Vermont house which would

| exclude sale to Jews. I am inclined to accept Rehnquist's
~ explanation that those discriminations were not intentional.

But then I wonder about his writing the majority opinion
last March that denied an Air Force psychologist who is also an
| Orthodox rabbi the right to wear a skull cap while on duty.

! The late Justice Brandeis once wrote, “If we desire respect
+ for law, we must first make the law respectable.”

Justice Rehnquist has much to explain to the American
people about his past actions and views if he is to deserve the
respect and confidence that a Chief Justice requires to be

| effective.
(c) WNS-Seven Arts
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HE MASS media have
& been filled with re-
ports in recent weeks charg-
ing the Sandanista regime
with being flagrantly anti-
. Semitic. The evidence given
for those charges is that
with the ascendency of .the
Sandanistas. some 50 Jewish
families fled the country,
their community synagogue
was taken over, and their
property expropriated. .
In addition. the Sand-
anistas have lined up with

the PLO. gave them a major’

office in Managua and have

followed an anti-Israel line-

in the United Nations and
elsewhere. The Sandanistas
argue that Israel provided
substantial military aid to
the hated Somoza regime,
and the friend of their ene-
my is their enemy.

In recent weeks. we have
met with Nicaraguan gov-
ernment officials and with
several Nicaraguan Jewish
leaders who have fled to the
United States. It seems
clear that the.situation is

- more complicated, less sim-

* plistic* than some Jewish

* . groups have made it out to
be by screaming headlines.
* that reduces everything to-

anti-Semitism.- -7, -+

Is Nlcaragua Anﬁ-Semltlc?

Nicaraguan Jewish lead-
ers have told me that there
was virtually no anti-Semi-
tism under the Somoza re-
gime. When the Sandanistas
came to power as a Marxist

revolutionary movement,

some 20,000 middle class
Nicaraguans fled the coun-
try, including the 50 Jewish
families. That was a “‘class
war~ phenomenon, not an
anti-Semitic one. But during
the upheaval, there is mo
question that some Sand-
anista guerrillas, poisoned
by the PLO propaganda,
committed anti-Semitic
acts.  But anti-Semitism, as
distinct from anti-Israel for-
eign policy, was not Sand-
anista government policy.’

In recent weeks, the San-
andistas have repudiated
anti-Semitism and have
promised us to restore the
synagogue to the.Jewish
community and to make

- restitution for exprqpnat.ed

Jewish property..

. The crucial issue for. the
Jewish community is’ hot
their alleged anti-Semitism

" but their disastrous anti-Is-<
‘rael foreign policy and their

deep alliance with PLO

forces. - Given. thejr ex-
" panisionist Marxist tenden--

cies” throughout Céhtral:
America, that is the critical -

.issue for us to cope with, not

the hystencal cries of anuu

ol
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The UN—
A Moral Cemetery

By Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum
(A Seven Arts Feature)

It was a speech that you
would have expected to hear
‘from the lips of Adolf Hitler
or one of his Nazi henchmen
in the Reichstag, This time it
was fulminated by the chief
delegate of Libya at the
United Nations. The demon-
ic language and slanderous
images were straight from
Hitler's Mein Kampf.

Colonel Qaddafi's agent,
Dr, Ali Treiki, was not con-
tent repeating his usual dia-

. tribe calling for the expul-

sion of Israel from the

United Nations. This time,
he dropped his mask and re-
vealed his vulgar anti-Semit-
ism, which is the engine of
his anti-Zionism. The Libyan
diplomat defamed the entire
American Jewish commu-
nity by charging that Amer-
ican Jews are destroying
America by their alleged
control of the pornography
industry. He even proposed a
final solution for the Jewish
people. Eliminate the Zionist
entity, this so-called diplo-
mat said, and then eliminate
American Jews and the
American and European

(CONTINUED FROSUHSEE 2)

. peoples will be saved-

The response of Israel’s

. ambassador was instant and

brilliant. “I will not compete
with Dr, Treiki in his exper-
tise about pornography,”
Ambassador Blum said. “I
readily concede that he is a
much greater expert on
these matters than myself or

_ anybody else in this hall.”

Blum then zeroed in on the
core issue. “We have known
all these years that a closet
anti-Semite ... uses anti-
Zionism as slogans behind
which to hide. The mask has
finally fallen,”

The United Nations Decla-
ration Against Racial Intol-
erance forbids such incite-
ment to violence and group
hatred. Yet except for the
American delegate who con-
demned this obscene verbal
violence, the United Nations
remained completely, to-
tally silent. It is the silence
of a moral cemetery.
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Nobel Laureates Call UN
.Dangerous Threat to Peace

By RABBI MARC H.
TANENBAUM _
(A Seven Arts Feature)

It is not often that 30
Nobel Laureates join to-
gether in common cause for
the welfare of mankind.

A few weeks ago Nobel
Laureates of the interna-
tional stature of economist
Kenneth Arrow, physicists
Hans Bethe and Arno Pen-
zias, and Sir John Eccles
joined 100 of some of the
most prominent academic,
scientifie, civic, religious,
labor, and human rights
leaders from throughout the
world in issuing a “state-
ment of conscience” that
warned of “the growing
danger to world peace re-
sulting from the erosion of
the United Nations.”

People of the standing of
Simone de Beauvoir, Henry
Steele Commager, Bruno
Bettleheim, NAACP’s Ben-
jamin Hooks, playwright
Eugene lonesco, AFL-CIO’s
Lane Kirkland, Sir Isaiah
Berlin, Sargent Shriver,
Beverly Sills, Sen. Daniel
Moynihan, in an unprece-
‘dented expression of con-
demnation, charged that
the United Nations has be-
come "perverted by irrele-

vant political machina- -

tions” and is “in danger of
becoming a force against
peace itself.”

“Major conflicts in Af-
rica, Asia, the Middle
East and Latin America

Kleeman Chair

at Weizmann U.
REHOVOT, Israel — In-
creased capabilities for Ao+~

nrarannci=

and crushing humanita-

" rian problems of 14 mil-

lion refugees and vast
hunger go y un-
challenged while the UN,
manipulated by the
Soviet Union, the PLO,
and Arab bloes, concen-
trate obsessively in un-
dermining the Egyptian-
Israeli peace treaty and
in trying to isolate Israel.

“We cannot remain si-
lent,” these world leaders
declared, “while forces
which incite hatred and fo-
ment war betray our hopes
for world peace and pro-
m‘ess-” * .

Significantly, represen-
tatives of President-elect
Reagan’s transition team
played an active part in that
consultation, and they got
the message. )

It remains to be seeh
whether the UN under its
present leadership will get
the message — while there
is still time.

‘Rabbi Bernard

Twersky Dies

NEW- YORK (JTA) —
Rabbi Bernard Twersky, for
many years the public rela- ~
tions director of the Rabbin-
ical Council of America, an
Orthodox rabbinic body,
died Dec. 31.

Born in Lublin, Poland,
he came to the United
States at an early age. He
was a longtime member of
the executive board of the
Rabbinical ~unecil ~ of
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HIS WEEK marks the
14th anniversary of the
remarkable rescue opera-
tion by which more than
7.200 Danish Jews were fer-
ried from nazi-occupied
Denmark to neutral Sweden
and thereby escaped certain
destruction - by Hitler’s
savages.

To commemorate ‘that
historic event, a conference
was held in New York to ac-
knowledge the gratitude of
the Jewish people for the
courage and compassion of
the ‘Danish people. Co-spon-
sored by Dr. Leon Falik’'s
Tribute to the Danes and the
American Jewish Commit-
tee, the consultation brought

- together leading Christians

and Jews who sought to ex-
amine the meral lessons to

.ﬁ"' Commentary
1 : E

b By Rabbi Marc H. Tantnbaum, A Seven Arts Feature
Tribute To The Danes

be learned from that heart-
warming experience.

It is an inspiring story
that needs to be told and re-
told. Ordinary citizens in
this predominatly Danish
Lutheran society overnight
became highly competent
underground workers; hard-
working fishermen became
smugglers of hurnan beings;
hospitals accepted an inon-
dation of “‘patients’’ more in

need of hiding places than

medical care. Of the 8,000
Jews in Denmark, more
than 7,200 were saved by es-
cape to nearby Sweden.
How does one explain the
fact that Lutherans and
Catholics in Germany
capitulated to the nazis’

barbarism, while Lutherans

in Denmark risked their

lives to save Jews? From
where came ‘‘the in-
eradicable humaness’ of the
Danes who alone among the
occupied nations thwarted
nazi efforts to exterminate
the Jews. These crucial
questions need to be ex-
amined by all of us.
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WO GLOBAL super-

events that took place
last week were constrast-
ing studies—one in inter-
national despair and the
other, of hopé for a better,
more civilized world.

In Nairobi, Kenya, some
10,000 women gathered
from all over the world to
attend the United Nations
Decade for Women’s Con-
ference. Non-governmen-
tal women’s groups took
part in Forum ‘85, the un-
official part of the confer-
ence. The official dele-
gates began meeting on
Monday, July 15.

Women throughout the
world, especially in Is-
lamic and developing
countries, have very seri-
ous problems of second-
class status and suppres-
sion of basic human rights.
Nairobi ought to have pro-
vided an opportunity for
dealing with those critical
women’s issues in a con-
structive way. But some of
our worst fears have
begun to be realized.

Nairobi has become a
place of ideological war-
fare. The Soviet Union,
the PLO, Iran and Iragq,
among others, have

ADAT ARI EL, 5540 Laure! Canyon, North
Hollywood. Rabbl Moshe Rothbium. Rabbi
Emeritus Aaron M. Wise. Canlor Allan

* A ATTORRR.

exploited women's issues
for their own narrow polit-
ical purposes. Nairobi is
rapidly. becoming a sym-
bol of international de-

. spair.

By contrast, the interna-
tional Live-Aid rock con-
cert organized to raise
funds for relief of African
famine is a symbol that
lifts the spirit. Beamed to
nearly two billion people
in 152 countries—includ-
ing the Soviet Union and

By Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum. a Seven Arts Feature

Nairobi and Live-Aid—A Study in Contrast

China—“the Global Jiike-
box,” as it was called, had
one simple human pur-

pose that transcended all .

ideology and polities. That
purpose was clearly
stated by Bob Geldof, the
Irish' rock musician and
coordinator of Live-Aid.
“To me this is not a pop
concert, nor a TV show. To
me, it is simply 2 means of
keeping people alive.”
Nairobi’s adults have a
lot to learn from Live-
Aid’s children of the 80s.

e & oy

MEMORIAL CEREMONY—Jeane Kirkpatrick, former.

by

B

U.S. ambassador to the UN, spoke at a memorial ceremony

held at Jerusalem's Mount Herzl, for Yonathan Netanyahu,

who was killed in the 1976 Entebbe rescue operation. Fifth

from left is Benjamin Netanyahu, Yonathan's brother and
Israel's present ambassador to the UN.

SVNAGO

CONG. BETH ISRAEL. B0S56 Beverly
Bivd. Rabbi Samuel Lieberman. Cantor
Hershel Walfish. 65i.2022 {0)
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‘Anatoly Shcharansky —

Humanitarian Voice Of Our Age

BY RABBI MARC
TANNENBAUM

It is historically just that
Anatoly Shcharansky has
come to symbolize the cause
of Soviet Jewry at its best,
much the way that Elie
Wiesel represents the mean-
ing of the Nazi holocaust.

This small, buoyant man
of indomitable courage and
warm humor was the engine
that fired the Jewish dissi-
dent movement in Russia.

But at the very same time he
was the bridge to the larger
human rights movement in
the Soviet Union.

Despite his fierce suffer-
ing over nine years of
imprisonment in.the Soviet

Gulag system, on his release

to join his heroic wife,
Avital, in Israel, his first
words were coneern for the
Jewish dissidents left be-
hind. In the very same
breath, Shcharansky said
that we must not forget

Andrei Sakharov. Shcharan-
sky also spoke movingly
about his fellow prisoners
who were Russian Ortho-
dox believers, Baptists, Pen-
tecostals and Catholics who
shared his cruel fate.

It is remarkable and
inspiring that Anatoly
Sheharansky who  spent
much of his 37 years as an
assimilated Jew in an atheist
society was able to find his
spiritual roots in Judaism

which sustained him morally -

pe 3¢

during his harsh confine-
ment. His clasping the Book
of Psalms to his chest a.ndi
telling KGB agents he would
not leave Russia unless the
Psalms would go with him
surely must be one of the
dominant spiritual images of
this generation. ~

If he can manage to rise]
above the political and reli-|
gious pressures that sur-
round him, Anatoly Shehar-
ansky may well become one
of the foremost humanitar-
ian voices of our age.

e

- —




ke 3£

Freedom Is Everybody’s Business

By RABBI MARC

TANENBAUM
Why have the Jews
marched again up Fifth
Avenue? A few weeks ago it
was for Israel’s 35th an-
niversary. A week after, it
was for the three million
Jews suffering oppression

in the Soviet Union.,

Doesn’t anyone else suffer
oppression in Russia and
elsewhere? Why aren’t
people marching for the
persecuted Baptists and
Pentecostals in Russia? The
- Catholics in Lithuania and

Poland?

' These are interesting
. questions that people must
be asking themselves and
they deserve a straight an-
swer.

In mid-April, six Sibe-
rian Pentecostal Chris-
tians were released from
the American Embassy in
Moscow. They took ref-

Arab Prisoner Claims Abuse

JERUSALEM (JTA)—A
West Bank Arab arrested
last month for alleged in-
citement, has complained to
the Supreme Court that he
was tortured while under-
going int:errogat:mn by his

Towanll 2-2

their

uge in the American Em-
bassy in 1978 to escape
terrible persecution by
the Soviet Union. They
vowed to remain in the
Embassy until they and
families were
allowed to emigrate to a
country where they could
practice freely their reli-

gion.

On April 10, one of the
Pentecostals was finally
given a Soviet exist visa.
She went to Israel and is
sending invitations to the
newly-released members of
her family to join her in the
Jewish state. ;

Among the groups who
agitated for release of the
persecuted Christians were
the National Interreligious
Task Force for Soviet Jewry
headed by Sister Ann Gil-
len, the American Jewish
Committee and the Chris-
tian Legal Society.

The moral experience is

nade murder of Peace Now
activist Emil-Grunzweig
last February. The suspect,
who was not identified by
name, had been in custody
for 15 days. =

clear — while Jews march
for the liberation of their
brothers and sisters in Rus-
sia, the effects of that
Jewish campaign is in the
end beneficial to all people
who are denied their human
rights. That's why the re-
cent Solidarity Day
marches are everybody’s
business, not just Jewish
business.

PVE MOVED TO
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CARDINAL COOKE:
Prelate called for respect
between Christians, Jews

By MARC TANENBAUM

NEW YORK (JTA) — The na-
tion's- press, particularly- the
press in New York, has been
lavish in its coverage of the life
and death of Terence Cuﬂn‘nl
Cooke, the late archbishop of
New York.

But if one read that press
carefully, especially THE NEW
YORK TIMES, one would never
know that Cooke had a long and
faithful relationship with lead-
ers of the Jewish community.

I first met this warm, cheerful
prelate when he was Masgr.
Cooke, serving as personal sec-
retary to the late Francis Cardi-
nal Spellman. Most people sre
unaware that Spellman played a

-port-among the American Cath-
“plic bishops during Vatican
Couneil 11 (1962-85) for the Vati.
can Declaration on Catholie-
Jewish relations that condemn-
ed anti-Semitism and called for
mutual respect between Catho
lies and Jews.

na. 5’0

thmmbufmi'

Supports historic nhtl-dip
ol Jews to lsrael
In November, 1968, at a Unit-
ed Jewish Appeal dinner honor-
ing his close friend, Charles Sil-
ver — who conducted the famed
Al Smith dinner for Catholic)
charities, Cooke made warm
and positive statements sup-
ing the historic relationship
of the Jewish people to Israel.
Subsequently, he lent his name
to petitions supporting the hu-|
man rights of Soviet Jewry., |
During the late 1970s and ear-
ly 1980s, Cooke attended Sab-'
bath serviees and spoke from
the ‘pulpits of several leading
New York synagogues, Recipro--

key role in helping mobilize sup- _cally, rabbis were—invited —to

:pnk from the pulpit of St. Put-
rick's Cathedral,

On the problematic side, some |
Jewish leaders differed publicly
with the cardinal on sueh issues
as abortion and aid to private
schools, but there was eooperl-
_tion with him on the

I
‘Ann-Semmsm should never find l[
a basis in the Catholic religion |
“and must never find a place in |
any Cathohcs hfe...

During that period, Magr.
| Cooke frequently served-as-liai-—
son between Spellman and my-
“setf; a5 well as—with' American—
Jewish -Committee leaders
gummm. a close friend of
i , Judge Joseph Pro-
skaver and Morris Abram, It
was then that Magr. Cooke. re-
ceived his “on-the-job™ training
in Catholie-Jewish relations.
Repuled anti-Semitism

On his designation in 1968 as
_archbishop ol New York, the
AJC sponsored a luncheon in his
honor, attended by prominent
Catholic and Jewish leaders. In
his maiden address on Catbolje-
| Jewish relations, Cooke spoke
of his commitment to “heighten.
ed respect, sympathy and aflec-
tion” between Catholies and
Jews. He then went on to repud-
iate anti-Semitism in these
words:

» “In these years following the
Soqnd\fﬂ.lnncundl.nb
man Catholies are more than
cur convineed that anti-
Semitism should never find &
besis in the Catholic religion
aldmult-“fﬂ.llllylﬂnh
any Catholic’s life...”
| “We Catholic people are anx-
l«nmnlmwluuhw
thers anew.

"Cathedral in 1880, Cooke ex-

tion of drugs, pornography,
abuse of sex and violence in the ~
media and related public moraly
ty issues, -~ - —om———
Abborrence of viclonce
Some anxiety did develop in |
the Jewish eommunity when
Cooke became president of the
Near East Catholic Wellare
Council, whose professionals
were one-sidely allied with Pal- |
estinians and other Arabs to the
exelusion of any sympathy for
victimized Jewish refugees in
Israel and in Arab countries.
But the cardinal trod a careful
dle ground in up the
legitimate social wellare needs
of Arabs while not retreating |
from his moral support of Israel.
His abhorrence of violence,
made public in his condemnation
of terrorism in Ireland, carried |
over to his disdain for PLO ter- '
rorism and violence, as he told
me on more than one oceasion.
His keen sensitivity to- the
state of the Jewish soul was
perhaps most dramatically re- |
flected when be and | collaborat-
ed on world refugee problems,
g‘ rticularly the Vietnamese
i people tragedy. AL a press
conference held at St. Patrick’s

ed his motivation for re-

common Inrriuge of tllvlunn in
the covenant htmn God and
Abraham and his d dants
we pledge ourselves Lo continue
fostering mnm and more ex-

L

concern md mmuon
Cooke then encouraged coop-
eration between Catholies and
Jews in social justice areas:
“The pursuit of justice in civil
rights and the resolution of our
serious urban problems are
surely areas in which our coop-
eration ean bear rich % Our
unities are extraordinary
mn New York — & grul.
Jewish eity and a great
tian eity..l pray today and
every day that together we
shall seize the opportunities af-
forded now and serve the needs
I*(m people more clfectively

P g to the Indochi rel-
nmzﬂ crisis in these moving
words:

“Our generation witnessed
the savagery of the Nazi Holo-
caust which led to the destruc-
tion of millions of Jewish lives.
To our eternal shame, most of
the world stood by while human
beings were being destroyed.
We are now trying to learn our
moral lessons from that trag- |
edy, and that is why we — |
Christians and Jews together —
are joining hands to stand
against the evil which is afflict.
ing lheu poor \Fi-i.nmwu refu-
gees." .

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum is
director of the interreligious af-
Jairs department of the Amﬁ-
con Jewish Commiltlee.
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HE SUDDEN resigna-

tion of Italy’'s Prime
Minister Bettino Craxi
over the Palestinian ter-
rorist disaster illustrates
the old maxim—if you em-
brace a snake, don't be
surprised if you suffer a
poisonous bite.

Last February, several
American Jewish Commit-
tee leaders met in Rome
with two principal actors

in the current Italian

drama. We held long dis-
cussions on Italy's foreign
policy in the Middle East
with Foreign Minister An-
dreotti and then with De-
fense Minister Spadolini.
It was as if we were talking
with two different govern-
ments.

Mr. Andreotti said all
the right things about
Italy's support of Israel’s
right to exist and the need
for peaceful negotiations
in the Middle East. But it
was clear that the foreign
minister had strong sym-
pathies for the PLO and
was determined to
strengthen ties with Arab
countries as major trading
partners.

* By sharp contrast, De-

fense Minister Spadolini

ADAT ARI EL, 5540 Laure! Canyon, North
Hollywood. Rabbi Moshe Rothblum. Rabbi
Emeritus Aaron M. Wise. Hazzan David Sil-
verstein. Cantor Ementus Alian Michelson
(818) 766-9426 (213) 877-0666 (C)
‘ADAT ELOHIM, THE REFORM TEM-'
PLE OF THE CONEJD VALLEY, 2420
E. Hillcrest Drive, Thousand® Oaks. Rabbi
Alan  Greenbaum. Canlor  Michas!
Anatole (B05) 497-7101 (R)

spoke passionately of his
devotion to Israel and his
rejection of PLO terrorism
and Arab intransigeance.
Our AJC group argued
forcefully and at length
with Foreign Minister An-
dreotti that his govern-
ment could not sustain the
contradiction—combat-

By Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, A Seven Aris Feature
italy’s Two Different“Governments”

ting vigorously the domes-
tic terrorism of the Red
Brigade while coddling
Arafat and his criminal
murderers on the interna-
tional scene.

Last week the contradiec-
tion finally exploded in
the face of Craxi and his
foreign minister.

ION—A regional Health Center located in the Gondar Region
of Ethiopia is expected to serve the 30,000-40,000 people
in the Teda-Ambober Ethiopia is expected to serve the 30-
40,000 people in the Teda-Ambober area when it is com-
pleted later this month. This center is and another under
construction in Gondar City are being built with funds from
the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), the
overseas relief arm of the American Jewish community in
cooperation with the Relief and Rehabilitation Committee and
Ministry of Health of Ethiopia.

CONG. BETH ISRAEL, B056 Beverly
Bivd. Rabbi Samuel Lieberman. Cantor
Hershel Walfish. 651-4022 (Q) _

CONG. BETH KODESH OF CANOGA.
PARK AND WOODLAND HILLS, 740
Shoup St, Canoga Park Rabbi Eli
Schochet Cantor Awrum Schwartz 346-
0811 (C)_

CONG. BETH MEIER, 11725 Moorpark,
Smd»o City. Rabbi M. Schimmel. Cantor

D Mnfe TEM ASSE I

SYNAGc

KNESSETISRAELCQNGREGA“ON

OF BEVERLY HILLS, 2364 S, Roberson

Bivd,, Kalman Schwartz, spirilual leader.

839-4962 (0)

MEVTEIIPLE B0 Yarmeas- =
Encino. Rabbi &~




22MeSSenger

- NLFs

" | Commentary

N UPSURGENCE of
anti-Semitism has been
taking place in recent months
in Argentina that compels the
utmost vigilance of the Amer-
ican Jewish community.
Jacobo Kovadloff, AIC’s
director of Latin American af-
fairs, himself a fifth-genera-
tion Argentinian Jew, is pre-
sently in Buenos Aires and the

reports he and others have sent
us are alarming.. Argentina is
in a state of economic and
political turmoil. The inflation
rate is, unbelievably, 980 per-
cent. There is widespread un-
employment,
hunger in this once wealthy
country.

On October 30th, Argen-
tina will hold elections charac-

poverty, and

By Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, A Seven Arts Feature
Anti-Semitism In Argentina

terized as a move to restore

constitutional democracy. In

this unsettled situation, right-
wing elements that openly

- identified themselves as being

nazi fascist have surfaced
again with virulent anti-Semi-
tic propaganda. They have

been promoting such anti-

Jewish publications as “the In-
ternational Jew;” conducting
anti-Semitic radio programs;
and have generally been be-
hind a series of bombings and
attacks on synagogues, Jewish
schools and Jewish-owned
businesses.

It is reassuring, however,

Kovadloff reports, that major

personalities and institutions

in Argentina — the press, the !

church, intellectuals and polit-
ical leaders — have roundly
condemned this anti-Semitic

campaign. After the elections,

when the appointments of
government ministers are
made, we will have a clearer

idea as to whether Argentina .

is turning toward democracy
or more tyranny.
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—At Foot Center

From Page 19
in his book, “While Six Mil-
lion Died,” (Random
House, 1968) FDR and his
State Department knew of
Hitler’s orders for the
““final solution,” knew of
the mass executions, but
refused to revise immigra-
tion quotas or to try to ran-
som ° 20,000 children who
died among others as a re-
sult of their inaction.

X

THE FDR -
forced for Je:;ag a;? nrtf.er
refugees today the
Psalmist's warning
“Trust not in princes nor in
the son of man for in them
there is no salvation.”

FDR And The Jews

N APRIL 1945, when news of the

death of President Franklin D. |
Roosevelt was broadcast across the na-
tion, I was in class at Yeshiva Univer-
sity, with a group of fellow students,
and we simultaneously burst into tears.
Like millions of other Americans and
fellow Jews, we felt that we had lost

the father of our nation.
In our

popular imagination, Frank-
lin Roosevelt was perceived as the
greatest President of the 20th century.

T ————

In the wake of the demoralizing De- RABBI TANENBAUM

pression he conceived and
implemented the bold, hu-
manitarian New Deal pro-
gram for social justice

which restored hope for

impoverished millions.
FDR also inspired con-
fidence as the leader of the
Free World’'s crusade
against nazi barbarism.

XX
WHILE RESPECTING
those monumental
achievements, FDR’s im-
age in the Jewish com-
TR

| PR

2

munity has become badly
tarnished as post-World
War II records reveal the
duplicity and callousness
of his administration, par-
ticularly the State Depart-
ment, which resulted in the
needless deaths of
thousands of Jews and non-
Jews who were killed by
the nazis.

As the late Arthur Morse
meticulously documented

Please Turn to Page 26
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- Commentary s

By
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM

A SEVEN ARTE FEATURE

~ Sensationalizing The Holocaust Tragedy

HERE IS something reckless and - ~~a
irresponsible about the way the -

. agonizing issue of the nazi holocaust .
~and the response of world leaders, in-
cluding Jewish leaders, is being treated * |
in the mass media. ;
Recently, PBS stations presented *
“Who Shall Live and Who Shall Die,”
a documentary that managed to distort
the central issues of moral responsi-
bility for saving Jewish lives under the

| nazis. And for weeks earlier on, a con-
| troversy swirled in the press around a RABBI TANENBAUM

report prepared by a re-
' searcher for the American
Jewish Commission on the
" Holocaust, headed by the
distinguished Justice
; Arthur Goldberg.
| XX
| BOTH THE TV pro-
' gram and the earlier draft
report suggest that Ameri-
ican Jewish leaders knew
almost everything the na-
izis' final solution was in-
iflicting on European Jews,
‘and did practically nothing
to try to save them. If true,
that is a most devastating
charge But such an indict-
ment should be made only
after the most rigorous re-
isearch is carried out by a

PR S
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painstaking examination of
the actual records of Jew-
ish leaders and organiza-
tions.

But we know for a fact
that neither the TV pro-
ducer nor the researcher of
the Holocaust Commission
report did their homework.

Holocaust scholars of
the stature of Professor
Randolph Braham re-
signed from the com-
mission because the stud-
ies were 50 unscholarly and
unreliable. Beyond that,
there is a chillul hashem, a
meoral violation, in diver-
ting central attention from

=T BT Dage 24
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Remember |

From Page 19

the nazis who were the

)
e

‘ ' murderers, and from the
Light candl Allied govermments to
Sedra, -Ki 1whom the killing of Jews
End of Kri: was marginal to the war
Sabbath enceffort.
Bovpoone Prepared b Thanklully, at last, the
.Holocaust Comn-uss:on is
rewriting its report based
on painstaking scholarship,
rather than on cheap sensa-
The ]ew1 tionalism
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‘Arablsfs In The State Department’

FEW ACTIONS have ‘enraged the r—~
Jewish comrnunlty and undoubted- } ¢

ly other thoughtful people .as- hag the
- recent vote by the Carter". Adminis- |
tration that would lead to the dismem-.
- berment of Jerusalem and to'the mak-.

lng of a PLO state."

: Mayor - Koch sought to- pln ‘this

s —-y

clearly anti-Israel, and indeed .anti- - :

. Camp David actlon-

_this hostile resolution -is":

' the handiwork of Arabist .
- cells-in the State Depart--.
' ment who for decades have. .

| :been both anti-Jewish" 'gs_

LI
[

=well as antl Israel.

. Million Died,", and you will
*‘find chapter and verse on

State Departrnent tor ei g ht.

- “the Gang of
Five.” While this is a rather sweeping:"
charge that tars some innocent people {-
“unfairly, there can be no quesﬁon I.hat

' X
JUST READ .Arthur -
Morse’s book, “‘While -Six

_MBBI 'rmenaauu X

nmnl.hs thereby contribut-
- ing to. the certain death of
* thousands of Jewish chil-

- dren who ‘perished in nazi’:
\crematoria It took a feisty *

.President Truman to break

before they were able to do

; their number on him.
. how these anti-Jewish and - .

.“anti-human faceless - -bu- -
- reaucrats maneuvered the

Dear
' Fr(

out of their clutches finally __-.hﬂ\'e.

~and to recognize Israel 408 4

- cults’
.. .gers |
- munti

* - .
.WHO IS this secret gov- - nosss

; 'emment in the State De-*
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the father of our nation.

In our popular imagination, Frank-
lin Roosevelt was perceived as the
greatest President of the 20th century.

FDR And The Jews

N APRIL 1945, when news of the

death of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt was broadcast across the na-
tion, I was in class at Yeshiva Univer-
sity, with a group of fellow students,
and we simultaneously burst into tears.
Like millions of other Americans and
fellow Jews, we felt that we had lost

S e e ————

In the wake of the demoralizing De- RABBI TANENBAUM

pression he conceived and
implemented the bold, hu-
manitarian New Deal pro-
gram for social justice

yvhich restored hope for.

i millions.
FDR also inspired con-
fidence as the leader of the
Free World’s crusade
against nazi barbarism.

X

WHILE RESPECTING
those monumental
achievements, FDR’s im-
age in the Jewish com-

munity has become badly
tarnished as post-World
War 1I records reveal the
duplicity and callousness
of his administration, par-
ticularly the State Depart-
ment, which resulted in the
needless deaths of
thousands of Jews and non-
Jews who were killed by
the nazis.

As the late Arthur Morse
meticulously documented

Please Turn to Page 26
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‘Righteous Christian’ J amés'Parkes Dead

By RABBI MARC
TANENBAUM
(A Seven Arts Feature)
NEW YORK —The death
during the second week of

August of the saintly Anghi-

can scholar, Dr. James
Parkes, has removed from
our midst one of the primary
architects of the world-wide

- movement for improved re-.

lations between Christians
and Jews. -
~ The passing of this 84-
year-old British historian-
theologian — whose studies
decisively influenced my
" career more than any other
single personality — also
terminated the life of one of
" my most chigrished personal
friends who did me the high
honor of including me in the
dedication of his book, “Pre-
Iude to Dialogue,” as one of
“the Pioneers of Dialogue.”
In 1928, James Parkes,
an Oxford graduate and
Apglican clergyman, was
serving in Geneva as secre-

Student Service. There he
encountered for the first
time anti-Semitism among

learned about “numerus
clausus” diserimination

Eastern Europe.

To this civilized, sensi-
tive, and humane Chris-
tian, that anii-Jewish
hatred was a moral
abomination,
began an intensive study
of the Christian sources

tary to the International -

German students and he -

against Jewish students in”

and he .

of anti-Semitism that be-
came his life dedication.
His monumental study,

-“The Confligt of the Church

and Synagogue — A Study
in the Origins of Anti-
Semitism,”! became a
classic, influencing the atti-
tudes of thousands of Chris-
tian leaders. With the con-
stant inspiration and active
help of his marvelous wife,
Dorothy, James Parkes
wrote scores of major books
and pamphlets on Jewish

history and religion, and on

Israel. . .

 So detgmﬁned and effec- :

tive was his'pro-Jewish ad-

vocacy that the Nazisplaced

his name on Hitler’s “death

_listh”

The last public tribute to
James Parkes several years
age in Southampton
epitomized his life and work

as one of “the truly right-.
eous among the nations.” '

The text of:his honorary
doctorate said it all: A
scholar in an age of unrea-

son, an individualist in an

age of conformity, and a
tolerant man in an age of
intolerance.”

May the memory of my
beloved friend and teacher,
James Parkes, be forever a
blessing.
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' In his book, “While Six Mil-
lion Died,”’ (Random
House, 1968) FDR and his
State Department knew of
‘Hl_tler’s orders for the
‘final solution,” knew of
the mass executions, byt
refused to revise immigra-
tion quotas or to try to ran-
Som ° 20,000 children who
died among others as 3 re.
sult of thejr inaction.
o
THE FDR tragedy rein-
forced for Jews and other
refugees today the
f'salmist’s Warning
Trust not in princes nor in
the Son of man for in them
there is no salvation.”

impoverished millions.
FDR also inspired con-
fidence as the leader of the
Free World’s crusade
against nazi barbarism.
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WHILE RESPECTING
those monumental
achievements, FDR’s im-
age in the Jewish com-
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munity has become badly
tarnished as post-World
War II records reveal the
duplicity and callousness
of his administration, par-
ticularly the State Depart-
ment, which resulted in the
needless deaths of
thousands of Jews and non-
Jews who were killed by
the nazis.

As the late Arthur Morse
meticulously documented
Please Turn to Page 26
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SENTINEL

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
hits current 'flirtation’
with demons, exorcism

NEW YORK (JTA) — The current
“flirtation” with “demonic possession and
exorcism of evil spirits” is rejected by
contemporary Judaism according to
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, director of
interreligious affairs of the American
Jewish Committee. He cited the film-
“The Exorcist” as having become “the
occasion for the surfacing of all the
discussion about the devil and the
demonic,” adding that this had been
“predictable for some time."”

He said every period of major social
disruption and radical change “has given
rise to mass movements yearning for
instant salvation, messianic redemptior
and apocalyptic experience with the
occult” in “a weary and emotionally
battered America.” Rabbi Tanenbaur
said Jewish theology “does not deny the
reality of evil nor the existence of
spiritual beings capable of harmin,
persons” but “sin itself, rather than
Satan, is regarded by the rabbis as the
opponent of man and of the Deity."

The best antidote against the demonic,
the rabbis taught, “was the observance of
authentic religious traditions,” Rabbi
Tanenbaum declared, adding that “the
best response to the current epidemic of
the demonic is to refuse to be caught up
in that collective hysteria and to face
soberly and responsibly the real demons
of oppression, injustice and intolerance
that are of our own making.”

Rockefeller says concern
for Soviet Jews should
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“Please, please, will you help me save my
husband's life?'' Those words were spoken
quietly, intently by a' young striking brown-
eyed Russian Jewish woman, Avital Shcharan-
sky, to President Reagan at the White House
recently.

’ She told the President, Vice President Bush
and other government officials that her 33-
year - old husband, Anatoly Shcharansky -- who
is in his fifth year of a cruel 13 - year sentence
in a Soviet labor camp is losing his sight and
memory, is down to 91 pounds, and will surely
die unless America undertakes emergency ef-
forts to save his life. Her soft words fell like
a scream to the ears. According to White
House aides, President Reagan expressed deep
sympathy for the persecuted Shcharansky, falsely
accused by the KBG as being a CIA agent, as
well as for other Jewish and Christian pri-
soners of conscience in the repressive Soviet
Union. The President promised to do.all in his
power to rescue these lives.

Mrs. Shcharansky, a heroine of devotion to
her suffering husband, was accompanied by Josif
Mendelevich, a Jewish dissident released from
a Soviet prison three months ago after serving
11 painful years in jail. An orthodox Jew who
suffered horrendously to observe his religion
while in Soviet prisons, Mendelevich fasted for
three days recently in order to bestir American
Jews and others to break through the calm of
indifference towdrd oppressed Soviet Jews.

Do  not stand by idly while our brothers and
sisters cry out for help. Join them at these
rallies and in their struggle for human rights
in the Soviet Union and elsewhere,

—mom2ZolT
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— «ess still a prisoner

while old Nazis like Albert over Hes.

Speer and Nazi

Youth Scotland. He

Leader Baldur von Schirach hope Hess would fall into the

had to serve only 20 years.

sea. Probably aware of the

Some 200 members of the fact that Hess had met the
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Soviet Jewry

By Rabbi Marc H.
Tenenbaum
(A Seven Arts Feature)

“Please, please, will you
help me save my husband'’s
life?”’ Those words were
spoken quietly, intently by a
young striking brown-eyed
Russian "Jewish woman,
Avital Shcharansky, to Pres-
ident Reagan at the White
House recently,

She told the President,
Vice President Bush and
other government officials
that her 33-year-old hus-
band, Anatoly Shcharan-
sky—who is in his fifth year
of a cruel 13-year sentence in
a Soviet labor camp—is
losing his sight and memory,
is down to 91 pounds, and will
surely die unless America
undertakes emergency ef-
forts to save his life. Her soft
words fell like a scream to
the ears. According to White
House aides, President Rea-
gan expressed deep sym-
pathy for the persecuted
Shecharansky, falsely
accused by the KGB as being

a CIA agent, as well as for
other Jewish and Christian
prisoners of conscience in
the repressive Soviet Union.
The President promised to
do all in his power to rescue
these lives,

Mrs. Shcharansky, a hero-
ine of devotion to her suffer-
ing husband, was accom-
panied by Joseif Mendele-
vich, a Jewish dissident re-
leased from a Soviet prison
three months ago after serv-
ing 11 painful years in jail.
An orthodox Jew who suf-
fered to ob-
serve his religion while in
Soviet prisons, Mendelevich
fasted for three days re-
cently in order to bestir
American Jews and others to
break through the calm of in-
difference toward oppressed
Soviet Jews.

Do not stand by idly while
our brothers and sisters cry
out for help. Jojn them at
these rallies and in their
struggle for human rights in
the Soviet Union and else-

here.
where ne 3@
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CARDINAL COOKE:
Prelate called for respect
between Chﬁsﬁansf Jews

By MARC TANENBAUM
NEW YORK JTA) — The na-
tion’s press, particularly the
press in New York, has been
lavish in ita coverage of the life
and death of Terence Cardinal

laithful relationship wi
era of the Jewish community.

key role in hel mabilize %
port umou‘it:inaz

‘olic bishops dusing Vatican
Couneil IT (1662-85) for the Vati-

than ever before.”

of Jews to larael

In November, 1988, at a Unit-
od Jewish Appeal dinoer honor-
ing his close friend, Charles Sil-

Smith dinner for Cathelic
Cooke

§

SHHTES
‘?;%g%i’

i

‘Anti-Semitism should never find .
a basis in the Catholic religion

» “In these years following the
Beeqod Vatican Council, we Ro-
man Catholics wre more than
ever convinced Lhai anti-
Semitiam

are aax-

ol sy G oy i P sevigar

al- or wigrre bigu

:lﬁdmndmth-nh d of the A-a::
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- Soucet ﬂeww
BY RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM

‘““‘pPlease, please, will you help me save my
husband's life?'" Those words were spoken
quietly, intently by a young striking brown-
eyed Russian Jewish woman, Avital Shcharan-
sky, to President Reagan at the White House
recently.

She rold the President, Vice Prestdent Bush
and other government officials that her 33-
year - old husband, Anatoly Shcharansky -- who
is in his fifth year of a cruel 13 - year sentence
in a Soviet labor camp is losing his sight and
memory, is down to 91 pounds, and will surely
die unless America undertakes emergency ef-
forts to save his life. Her soft words fell like
a scream to the ears. According to White
House aides, President Reagan expressed deep
sympathy for the persecuted Shcharansky, falsely _
accused by the KBG as being a CIA agent, as
well as for other Jewish and Christian pri-
soners of conscience in the repressive Soviet
Union. The President promised to do all in his
power to rescue these lives.

Mrs. Shcharansky, a heroine of devotion to
her suffering husband, was accompanied by Josif
Mendelevich, a Jewish dissident released from
a Soviet prison three months ago after serving
11 painful years in, jail. An orthodox Jew who
suffered horrendously to observe his religion
while in Soviet prisons, Mendelevich fasred for
three days recently in order to bestir American
Jews and others to break through the calm of
indifference toward oppressed Soviet Jews.

Do not stand by idly while our brothers and
sisters cry out for help. Join them ar these
rallies and in their struggle for human rights
in the Soviet Union and elsewhere,




Cleaning Our ‘Moral Ecology’

By Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum

“Pornography has become a problem of mammoth pro-
portions which can no longer be ignored or dealt with
marginally by the broader religious community.” Joseph
Cardinal Bernardin of Chicago made that statement on
Friday morning, July 25, at an unprecedented meeting of
some 29 religious leaders who met at Cardinal O’Connor’s
residence in Manhattan.

Some called the meeting “historic” for it brought to-
gether Fundamentalists and Evangelical Christians, with
mainline Catholic, Protestant, Greek Orthodox and Jew-
ish leaders in a common effort to combat the epidemic of
pornography. In our deliberations, all of us concentrated
on the moral tragedies of child pornography and hard-
core pornography. These cynically exploit human sexual-
ity for profit and isolate persons from any feelings of love
or caring.

As Cardinal Bernardin and [ indicated during the press
conference, there is a “moral ecology” in our society, and
these abusive pornographies corrode our people’s lives
side by side with drugs, crime and other forms of dehu-
manization. The challenge is massive for pornography has
become an 8-billion dollar industry, 85% of which is run by
organized crime.

The religious leaders made clear they are opposed to
censorship and uphold First Amendment rights. But they
are determined as never before to quarantine this social
sickness of pornography before it further undermines the
moral health of this great nation.
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 Trouble in Paradise: Florid

‘Fun Spot Reports.Problem:
‘. .“By RABBI MARC H. . -  percent last year, muc
477 TANENBAUM - - of it triggered by dru
X 74 (A Seven Arts Peaturs) - C: - gl diists? who. commint
'-"-Boca Raton,:Ila., 18 de-" _ here to poach on the ric.

scribed in  the ' tourist. “g54 comfortable. -

“brochures as the “watering * - This. glitteri ic
Pk .~ This. glittering physice
place - for_ the rich and’ paradise also has spiritue

- famous.” .. .. . troubles. I was invited her
+ - This is an elegant city of toaddressthe Christianan:
40,000 inhabitants, with - Jewish leaders and found
" plush resorts, lush ‘exotic despite some notable excep
- plants, "and~ pleasing’ tions, there was little effec
Spanish . architecture of  tive collaboration betweer
{"pink and beige stucco. It is - the faith communities

* called the “winter polo capi- - ggpecially with the.large
Fundamentalist

. tal of the world” and it is- °
f believed to have more mil-.
* lionaires per capita than
.iany city in Florida, many of
them refugees from the
hazards of New York. -
* Buf the newspapers in
. Boca Raton are filled with

" . controversy over:a Sports
Dlustrated article. that de-
; clares there .is “trouble in
this ise.” The article
:deals with the growing
“threat/ to the environment
-resulting from exploding:
 building development of the
formerly tranquil coastline.’

. - "But there are also other
kinds of troubles. The

3
¥

_ churches.
.. Like other parts of South
-'Florida, Boca Raton has
‘major concentrations of
Haitian refugees and mig-
" rant workers who desper-
ately need the care and help
that religious léaders have
been able to bring to rav-
aged Southeast Asian refu-
‘leaders can be effective in
relieving.. -~ - -suffering
thousands of .miles over-
geas, how come they can’t
‘work together effectively at
home? Well, they made a
- gtart- recently, and if they

(Boca Raton, police de-. stay with it; they may still
-partment -Feports that be able to make something
~crimes of. burglary in- --ofa real human paradise of
<sreased more. than S BocaRaton. i,
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Of Being

THE SOUTHERN JEWISH WEEKLY

Méridian, ississippi:

Jewish

-+~ By Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum )
There is some poetic justice in the fact that the happy Jewlsh

So much ol' the nearly 4,000

years of Jewish history has been -

filled with tragedy and suffering

that a non“Jewish person might
‘be led to believe that Jews don't

know the meaning of pleasure, of
having fun, of joy and celebration.

,One leading Jewish historian has -
decried what ~he ‘called " the -
““lachrymose™ or tearful view of

Jewish history. He said that it is
both bad psychology and poor

education to raise children to -
believe that being Jewish means * -

living only mth pain, and perse-
cutlon.

“The lag BOmer' festival and
the “Salute to Israel parade up

“'SINCE 1869

MONUMENTS

GET o.c.'s PRICE DEFOI!E YOU BUY

485-5' 153_|

0.C. Barham' s
J.H. O’NEIL

MARBLE WORKS INC 4

. ANSWEHPHUNE
‘of MERIDIAN INC.

~ holiday of Lag B'Omer and the Salute to Israel Day observances took -
.place two_weeks ago at the same time :

Rabbl Marc H ‘fanenbaurn

“ Fitth Avenue are healthy balances

to that one:sided sad view of
Jewish living. On Lag B'Omer,
tens of thousands of Jews from
throughout Israel and otherparts

‘of the world visit the grave of the

great mystic, Rabbi Simeon bar

.Yochai, author of the kabbalistic .
_Zohar. There in 'the village of

Meron, they burn huge bon-fires,

: dance with torches, sing ecstatic-
._ally .and learn the teachings of
th_ls__extranrdman_r scholar. - -

* “Here, 100, in New York, Jewish
children celebrated, highlighted

INDUSTRIAL ELECTRIC

MAOATND WiARwa . -

This pleasurable day was further

. enhanced by the famed Israel

Defense Forces Band which

+ marched -up .Fifth Avenue, dis-
-playing the lighter, happier side

-of being Israeli and Jewish in
today’'s world '

With all the bad news of wars
and conflict that sour our l:ves.. it

"is healthy and :rnportant to share
. in Jewish happiness. Nur oif
"simchos. there should only be
. happy times for everybody. -

Weinberger-Confers With
Saudi Arabia’s .
nelense Minisler
By Edwin Eytan

PARIS ‘(JTA) —.US. Defense“
. Secretary Caspar
conferred recently for close’to

'Weinberger

four hours with Defense Minister
Prince Sultan Ben Abdel Azziz of
Saudi Arabia in what observ~rs
said was another American it
tempt to urge the Saudis.to press
Syria to withdraw its forces from

* Lebanon and accept the Israeli-

Lebanese agreement negotiated
by Secretary of State George
Shultz.

Weinberger refused to com-

ment on this meeting. But Saudi g
-sources said Abdel Azziz made it

clear that Saudi Arabia will share
its views with Damascus “bur -
not, under any circu

agree to be an inst~~

Arah es=s- "

by the Lubavitcher Hasidic parade
~ and camival in Crown Heights.

o
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The Basic
Threat Of Drugs

By Rubbi Mure H. Tunenbaum

(JTA) — A special horror
hangs over the recent brutal
. killing of young police officer
Edward Byrne in Queens, N.Y.
His savage execution-style
death at the hands of hired .
drug thugs dramatically raises
to the public consciousness
the seriousness of the under-
ground drug war that is sapping
i . the values and morale of this
" nation. '

The murder is an arrogant
statement by a drug lord that
he controls the streets of South Jamaica, Queens, not the police
who are charged by society with maintaining law and order. It
was important and reassuring that the police arrested the
suspected killers so quickly. That is a message to drug lords and
their couriers that they do not own the streets of New York or of
America. : '

But this tragic drama raises the larger issue that we ought
not allow to disappear. This nation is under assault by drug-
producing nations whose effects can be as devastating to our
morale and productivity as any external invasion by a totalitarian
aggressor.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

Criminologist Dr. Georgette Bennett estimates in her
landmark book “Crimewarps” (Doubleday & Co\) that illicit sale
of drugs in the United States is as high as $75 billion a year. New
York Mayor Edward Koch is right in calling for a massive
national response to curtail the drug supplies at the borders.

Above all, it is time we ourselves end our complacency and
self-indulgence and mobilize the conscience of America to
, contain the drug epidemic before it consumes us from within

ne 78
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Global “Truce of God'

In the year 1050 CE, a Roman Catholic Pontiff proclaimed

* “the Truce of God.” Since that feudal age was anarchic and

pockmarked with violence, the Papal intention was to restrict

. the time for warfare by prohibiting any battles from Wednes-

day evening to Monday morning of each week, and during
church festivals.

If and when observed, that meant that only eighty (80) days
were left for fighting each year, and never more than three
successive days at a time.

Given the epidemic of violence in the world today — some
forty conflicts are raging over the globe this week — the idea
of a Day of Prayer for World Peace called by Pope John Paul IT
for October 27 had an appealing emotional quality about it.

But it is self-evident that the Pope no longer presides over a
unified Christian world as he ‘did in the Middle Ages, and
therefore the pluralism of the modern world requires that
leaders of all the major world religions join together to advo-
cate a global “Truce of God.” . '

Jews have a profound religious and moral commitment to
peace, and therefore would normally participate fully in an
appropriate pluralistic demonstration of solidarity for peace.
Unfortunately, somebody in the Vatican goofed and forget
that no rabbi (excepting those living in Italy) would travel on
Simchat Torah to Assisi, even to daven with the Pope. Maybe
Assisi should become a first step, and with better planning, a -
real World Parliament of Religions could be called that might
gli'liously advance a real “Truce of God,” and not just a sym-

c one.
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Commentary et

By
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM
A SEVEN ART6 FEATURE

Sensationalizing The Holocaust Tragedy

HERE IS something reckless and -

irresponsible about the way the
agonizing issue of the nazi holocaust .
and the response of world leaders, in-
cluding Jewish leaders, is being treated *
in the mass media.

Recently, PBS stdtions presented °
“Who Shall Live and Who Shall Die,”
| a documentary that managed to distort
| the central issues of moral responsi-
bility for saving Jewish lives under the
nazis. And for weeks earlier on, a con-
troversy swirled in the press around a RABBI TANENBAUM
ireport prepared by a re-
i searcher for the American

i |

painstaking examination of

Jewish Commission on the
Holocaust, -headed by the
distinguished Justice
Arthur Goldberg.

X
BOTH THE TV pro-
,gram and the earlier draft
report suggest that Ameri-
can Jewish leaders knew
almost everything the na-
jzis' final solution was in-
flicting on European Jews,
‘and did practically nothing
t.ry to save them, If true,
t is a most devastatmg
eharge But such an indict-
ent should be made only
after the most rigorous re-
is can'ied out by a

the actual records of Jew-

ish leaders and organiza-

tions.

But we know for a fact
that neither the TV pro-
ducer nor the researcher of
the Holocaust Commission

report did their homework.

Holocaust scholars of |

the stature of Professor
Randolph Braham re-
signed from the com-
mission because the stud-
ies were so unscholarly and
unreliable. Beyond that,

* there is a chillul hashem, a
. moral violation,
. ting central attention from

in diver-

.“" O . Dage u

Commentary

From Page 19
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@ Remember

the nazis who were the
) ) murderers, and from the
| Light cand]'i Allied govérmments to
whom the kithing of Jews
End of Kri; was mrgmal to the war
Sabbath emeﬂort. .
) Prepared b Tllalkmily,atlast the
Holocaus t Commission is
rl't:‘-m'n:mg its report based
anamstalung scholarship,
' rather than on cheap sensa-
tionalism.

The Jewi
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. CUMENISM, the movement
E towards co-opcration and
unity within and bctween
religious bodies, is perhaps the
most characteristic expression of
the religious zeitgeist of the last
.half century. In theological terms,
* the ideal of the spiritual unity of
mankind _
Judaism and Christianity. His-
torically the religious communi-
ties have seldom known a period
that has not been marked by sec-
tarian division, rivalry, and mutual
oppression. . :
. The swift spread of Commu-
pnism and ideological atheism since
the 1917 Russian Rcvolution, the
upsurge of the competitive mis-
- sionary enterprises of Islam and
* Buddhism in Asia and Africa, and
the fierce anti-colonialism of the
" newly emergent nalions have con-
tributed to a radical self-cxami-
nation on the part of Western
- Christian leaders. Aware that they
are engaged in a struggle for sur-
. vival more threalening than at any
time in their tumultuous pasts,
many Christian leaders have
. become obsessively impatient over
- the “schism of the churches.”

Pope’s call

* Against this background, Pope
John XXIII has summoned an
Ecumenical Council for 1962-63
to consider the problems of inter-
_nal reforms to strengthen the
Roman Catholic Church through:
out the world, and also the ques-
“tion of unitv with * the separated
brethren ™ ~7 Protestantism and

.Rabbl Tanenbsum is Director of the
4 3 Committee’s  Inter-
— - eeljwious Allxica Deodrtient.

TANENBAUM

* ecumenical

CE e L o e .

Eastern Orthodoxy. World Pro-
testantism, too, has dealt with the
issues through the
World Council of Churches,
embracing 178 member Protestant
and Eustern Orthodox denomina-
tions, now meeting in New Delhi.
The Greck Orthodox churches,

. y Which recently met in Rhodes, have
is at legst . as old as_ fa

announced plans to convene their
own Pan-Orthodox = Ecumenicat
Conference. '

All this ecumenical ferment has
not left Jewry and Judaism
unaflected. As Catholics =and
Protestants huddle closer together
in a common front against Com-
munism and secularism, they have
begun to apply their formula for
coexistence to the Jews in less
ambiguous and provisional ways
than in the past. The need for
*all believers™ to stand together
in common defence against the
enemy has become the psychologi--
cal and social reality which under-
girds the working of religious
pluralism in America today and
increasingly in other parts of the
‘Western . world.

This *“common front"” men-
tality may help to explain the
efMorescence of  “dialogues”

- between Christians and Jews all

over the United States and in
other parts of the world as an
intensive eflort to achieve pro-
found knowledge of, and under-
standing between, allies. Within
tht Jewish community this has
given risc to the introspection: if
it is acceptable for Jews to engage
in dialogue with Christians, is it
not at least equally sensible for
Jews to draw closer in mutual
understanding and interchange ?
Although this is a mnegative and
defensive reason for co-operation,

Opposite wings of Judaism : Above, the Chief Rabbi addressing a Euro-

pean conference of rabbis in Amsterdam j below, Rabbi Dr.

Frechof addressing th: World Union for Progressive Judaism in London

it 13 _mevertheless a primary
operating force that has brought
many previously competing and
‘hostile groups in° U.S.A. Jewish
life to sit together round the same
table and to work co-operatively
in increasing measure in areas of

common interest. In a sense,
Jewish “ecumenism™ - is a res-
ponse to the Christian world as
Christian ecumenism is a res-
ponse to the pressures of the non-
Christian, non-Western world.
The growth and effectiveness of
the Synagogue Council of America,
the national co-ordinating agency
for the Orthodox, Conservative,

and Reform rabbinic and congre-

gational bodies, is an illustration
of this point. Organised in 1926,
the Synagogue Council floundered
for the greater part of its exis-
tence. As the Protestant and
Catholic  **ecumenical™ bodies
“outreached ” to the Synagogue
Council during the past decade, its
constituent agencies began to sub-
stitute interest for their previous
indifference, and support and co-
operation for obstruction. The full
significance has not yet been felt
of -the spontaneous developmeat
of some 42 local “ inter-denomina-
tional ™ synagogue councils and
rabbinic associations in Jewish
communities in the U.S.A,

- It would, of course, be an over-
simplification to reduce the entire
causation of both Christian and
Jewish " ecumenism ™ to the single
force of a " dcfensive™ reaction
to external pressures and threats.
Professor Salo Baron. of Colum-
bia University, in his massive
study, " The Jewish Community,”
argues persuasively that through-
out history Jewish communitics
and their co-operalive agencics
were organised as a result of
the interaction of twin forces:
the defénsive response lo external
hostility, and, of no .less
importance, the “mystique" of
Jewish  interdependence.

One fellowship

- This * mystique™ is rooted in
Jewish histary and consciousness,
and is epitomised in the traditional
expressions: ! All Israel is respon-
sible one for another,” and
“Israel will be redeemed only
when it forms one fellowship."

Institutional expressions of this
Jewish mystique on a global scale
are neither new nor unknown.
Both the World Zionist Orgunisa-
tion and the World Jewish Congress
represent in a fundamental way the
defence-plus-messianic impulses,
and have served as supra-national
instruments  for linking world
Jewry. But as many have
,observed, with the birth of Israel,
world Zionist agencies have suf-
fered a post-partum dep-ession,
and the World Jewish Congress
has never really represcated more
than its limited constituency. Into
the global Jewish vacuum being
left by these agencies have begun
to move synagosal bodies orga-
nised on a world scale.

Conscivusly created to miect the
limited and concrete religious

Continued on bnge 39, column 1



Is world Jewry
uniting?
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requirements of their far-flung

consliluencies, there is increasingly

an unpublicised - awareness that

their world structures may well

become the ecumenical agents of
Jewry in the future, roughly Jewish

counterparts {0 the World Council
the -

of Churches.  Reflecting
Reform, Conservative, and Ortho-
dox divisions of American Jewry,
the world synagogal bodies present
today the following picture:

The Reform or Liberal move-
_ment organised its World Union
for Progressive Judaism jn 1926,
but has had its most impressive

growth since the end of the Second .

World War,

Today, the World
Union claims

affiliates

bering 1,600,000 members.

The Conservative movement -

began organising its World Coun-

cil of Synagogues as late as
November, 1957, but already
claims constituents in twelve

countries on five continents. In
that short time the Council _has
helped to create a Latin American

in 23 .
countries in Europe, North and .-
South America, Africa, and Asia, °
with some 850 congregations num- :

Council of Synagogues, a centre ..

in Israel with three affiliated Con-

servative synagogues, and a com- -

sultative body in Europe.
Network of ties

S

The Orthodox movemeni has
aot launched jts * World Union of

Onhodox Jewish Congregations ™
but the Union of Orthodox Con-
gregations of America has estab-
lished a “Joint Overseas Commis-
sion ™ which quietly but actively
has been crealing a network of
ties between Orthodox Chief
Rabbis and laymen jn virtually
every countryin which the Reform
and Conservative miovements have
made more formal connections.
The three religious wings of
Judaism provide virtually identical

services to their overseas
*affiliates ": assigning desperately.
needed rabbis and teachers:

training foreign Jewish students;
sendmg religious articles and edu-
cation materials ; providing finan-
cial aid; and, in general, through
eonferenccs and  publications,
serving as clearing houses for the
exchange of information and
experiences.

Inevitably, as the three . world
Jewish  “ecumenical™  elforts
become more ellective they are
bound to collide—to their res-
pective disadvantage and at the
expense of the chush communi-
ties for whos: “souls™ they will
be compeling. The  recent
manceuvring between emissaries
from the Orthodox, Conservative,
and Reform branches who sought
to bring pressure to bear on the

Cantinned in newt enlumn

|

|

o

Continneg from previows colamn
25000 Bene Israel of Indis to
affiliate to their respective parent
bodies ; the conflicts between the
Orthodox and Reform in Austra-
lia and in Holland ; and the Con-

. servative and Reform controversy
in South America are foretastes
of what could undoubtedly become
;l_f scandalous chapter in Jewish
ife.

To prevent such a Chiliul
Hashem, representatives of the
Reform World Union and the
Conservative World Council met
three times last’ year to explore
the possibilities of merging their
overseas _programme, m'.l the

very least, effecting some tf.,-,
of co-operation. The ta®*
reportedly amicable, bogged down
on doctrinal dlﬂerences. the Con-
servalives requiring overseas con-
gregations to observe kashrut, the
Shabbat, and head covering durmg
religious services.

Perhaps the most realistic, if
not idealistic, appraisal of the
situation of Diaspora Jewry and
what may well become the prag-
matic,basis on which will be con-
structed any eventual world
ecumenical Jewish body, is the
insicht of the late Leo Baeck:
*Jews want to belong first and
then b believe.”

L T ee——
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The real danger posed by Farrakhan

Marc
Tanenbaum

NEW YORK, (JTA)-The real danger posed by the
recent, highly-publicized speeches of the Rev. Louis
Farrakhan, | believe, is that he is beginning to be treated
as big-time media entertainment.

Audiences appear to be intrigued by the Farrakhan
psychodrama—the bizarre scene of frowning bodyguards
in bow-ties; the bravura rhetoric and its outrageous
apocalyptic imagery; the wholesale frisking of an entire
audience; the mindless, uncritical excitement of the
media over another circus “happening.”

The danger is that mesmerized preoccupation with the
theater obscures or diminishes the content of what
Farrakhan is really preaching—his precise ideology, his
geo-political world-view, his propaganda warfare.

A STUDY OF FARRAKHAN'S speeches and
writings since the 19507 discloses that he has a coherent
world-view, that at its core is rabidly anti-white, anti-

American, antisemitic and anti-lsrael Defenders of

American democracy, and certainly the Jewish
community, cannot afford to dismiss Farrakhan as if he
were some minstrel act.

Should he. continue to gain large audiences and
increased media exposure—and should the PLO and
‘Libya's Muammar Quaddafi continue to pour added
millions of dollars into his coffers—Farrakhan might as
“well become a significant source of poisonous pollution
of the wells of American democracy. And he could

certainly become a focal rallying point, especially among

young Blacks, for vicious antisemitic and anti-Israel
hatred in the United States and abroad.

In the 1950%, early in his career in the Black Muslim
movement, when Farrakhan was known as Louis X.
Wolcott, he wrote and recorded a song that became a
smash hit among Black nationalists. Its title="A White
Man's Heaven Is A Black Man's Hell.” Farrakhan was a
loyal and dedicated disciple of Elijah Muhammad,
unswervingly commited to his Black nationalist-

separatist policies. '

When Elijah Muhammad died, his son Warid D.
(Wallace) Muhammad took over the movement and
radically changed its outlook. He abandoned the
nationalist-separatist ideology; he invited Caucasions,
previously vilified and barred from membership, to join
the newly-renamed American Muslim Mission; and he
urged the faithful to support actively the American
democratic system. He also advocated dialogue between
Black Muslims and Jews.

In 1978, Farrakhan left the American Muslim
Mission, strongly opposing Wallace Muhammad’s
integrationist views. He then formed the Nation of Islam
and advocated a return to separatist, self-help policies of
Elijah Muhammad.

Thus, the first key to understanding the real
Farrakhan is that he shares the ideological vision .of
other Islamic fanatics, notably Ayatollah Khomeini and
Qaddafi. Like them, he believes there will be an
inevitable confrontation between the “children of light”
(fundamentalist Muslims) and “the children of darkness™
(the white devilish Western world, termed by Khomeini
and Qaddafi as “the Great Satan.”) -

Farrakhan has translated that cosmic vision of
Armageddon into concrete political programs studded
with appeals to violence.

A chief obstacle to Farrakhan's vision of Islamic
triumph at Armageddon is that for some 3,000 years
there has existed another “children of light,” namely,
“the chosen people of Israel.” For years—much before his
meteoric rise to prominence through association with
Jesse Jackson's presidential campaign—Farrakhan has
devoted major time and energy trying todisplace Jews as
“the chosen people™ and to replace them with Blacks as
the carriers of history.- )

Farrakhans notoriety, ‘and the attention he is
receiving in the media, contribute immeasurably to his
being welcomed as a comrade-in-arms by the PLO and
Qaddafi. For the past decade, they have spearheaded the
infamous “Zionism is racism” crusade against Israel and
Jews.

Their purposes are identical with those of Farrakhan—
the delegitimization of the Jewish people and the State of
Israel.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum is the national interreligious affairs
director of the American Jewish Committee.

The war in Lebanon -- in thoughtful retrospect

Carl
Alpert

Only in Israel

Haifa

When Israelis discuss the Lebanese War, feelings
inevitably run high. What began as a highly motivated
campaign to protect northern Israel against the incursion
of the terrorists soon became bogged down in a morass of
the objective difficulties on the ground in problem-ridden
Lebanon, and the highly subjective controversies of

the years when the PLO had establis!..

domestic Israeli politics.

Today there is certainly no one inthe country whois not
delighted that we are at last out of Lebanon. The cost has
been high in terms of Israeli casualties, and also in the
polarization of internal conflicts at a time when the
country is sorely in need of unity to meet other problems.

THE DISCOVERY (and destruction) of vast
quantities of PLO munitions and heavy armaments,
stacked away for eventual massive use against Israel,
indicates hdw correct were the original Israeli fears. The

.smashing of that gathering war machine is today

overlooked as one of the ¢ :ments of the
Lebanese War. But what went wrong ereafter?

The major victim prior to the Israe’”  asion, during
_.ate-within-a-

See ALPERT / 40



Histor

Meeting of Pope, JemshLeadets

Brings Far-flung Results, Commitments

By MARC TANENBAUM
VATICAN CITY (JTA) — In
an historic meeting held here Oct.

29 — 20 years to the day on which -
“'Nostra Aetate was adopted by an
.overwhelming vote of Vatican

Council 11 — Pope John Paul 1I
described the past two decades in
Catholic-Jewish relation as “‘epoch-
making.” and committed the Cath-

‘olic Church “to this. relationship

and dialogue with the Jewish com-
munity.”

The private ‘audience in the
Apostolic Palace began three days
of intensive examination of the
state ‘of Catholic-Jéwish relations.
Before the largest group of Catholic
and Jewish leaders from across the
globe ever assembled in the
Vatican, the Pape affirmed in un-
amblguous language the following
commitments of the Catholic
Church in its relations with
Judaism and the Jewish people:

» He called the “spiritual links"
between Catholics and Jews
“sacred,” saying that there is “a real

yrentage’ which we have with that

"mliginus ‘community  (Judaism)

alone.”

+ Contrary to some nmbegucms
language in the recently-published
Vitican “Notes,” he affirmed the
permanent validity of Judaism; as-
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" serting that “God does not reject his .

people.” Instead, he proposed that
the Vatican Notes “will greatly help
towards freeing our catechetical
and religious teaching of a negative -
or inaccurate presematlon of Jews
and Judaism™ and will “help to
promote respect, appreciation and
indeed love for ohe and the other,”

« He urged that “‘anti-Semitism
in its ugly and sometimes violent
manifestations should be com-

. pletely eradicated. Better still, a

positive view of each of our re-
ligions, with due respect to the
|denmy of each, will surely emerge,
as is alrudy the case in so many
places.”

-« In apparent response to the
criticism that the Vatican Notes,
issued on June 24, were inadequate
in their treatment of the Nazi Holo-
caust, .the: Pope
“Catholics...to fathom the” depths
of the extermination of many
million - Jews during the Second
World War and the wounds thereby
inflicted on the consciousness .of
the Jewish people.” He also added
that Christians needed theological
reflection  on the meaning of the
Holocaust for Christianity.

Rabbi. Mordecai Waxman of
‘Great Neck, N.Y., chairman of the
international Jewish Committee on

called on .

Interreligious Tonsuhatlons
(LJCIC). in his open ng statement to
the Pope, asserfed’'that Nostra
Aetate, the Vatican'Declaration on
Catholic-Jewish relations, “marked
a turning away from |8 centuries
often characterized by both mis-
.understanding and pcrsccuuon
toward a dialogye” that has
fostered "mutunl .undcrstandmg
and res

In direct responsu to Jewish con-
- cern over the ambiguous treatment
of Israel in the Vatican Notes,
Johannes Cardinal Willebrands,
pmssdem of the Va n Sécretariat

AN'I'I-SEMITIC

(Continued I'rolf! P'll'a 1)

But by repealmq “the big lie"
and making Israe| synonymous
with racism, the+Jewish. State’s
potential enemies tﬂ\n multiply. As
Jeane Kirkpatrick,! former Am-
bassador. to the U.IY, stated, It is
impon.anl to reme that inside
the U.N. racism i§ the ultimate
crime. When Israel ds designdted a
racist state, the wgd is' out that
Israel is fair game for every would-
be aggressor in the world.”

Furthermore, mahy ‘of Israel's
supporters, even Alews in _the
diaspora, are beﬁﬁﬁins to believe
the lie, because.i{{is not being
eéffectively counteregl. Students on
university campusgs in the West
have taken the brunt of anti-Zionist
propaganda. The general public
feels anti-Zionism through media
hostility which reachied hysterical

proportions in 1982 dunng the,

Lebanon war.
Fighting Anﬁ}Z.lnnlsm
" But Meir Rosente, lsrael's. Am-
bassador 1o the Unifed States, puts
the blame for the gmw!h antl-
 Zignism on israc'i‘slﬁ-lnnds rather
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on Religious Relations with Jews,
declared, “For the first time the
Catholic Church, at the highest
level, has told its catechists, its
preachérs and its teachers, to con-
sider the religious link of the Jewish
people with the land of their fathers
as well as the existence of the state
of Israel in the context of inter-
national law, and to try to under-
stand the meaning of the Shoah, the
Holocaust."

In light of progress made in
many parts of the world, especially
in the United States, in Catholic-
Jewish understanding during the
past two decades. Willebrands said,
given the Church’s clear stand
against anti-Semitism, “it becomes
every day more difficult to have it
(anti-Semitism) linked with official,
approved Catholic teaching.

than her enemies: “The fault lies
not with the U.N.” he asserted,
“but with the Western states that

.did not react properly, that failed to

combat the Soviet campaign with
determination and vigor, that failed
1o respond appropriately and effec-
tiveely to the pistol-packing Yasir
Arafat who took the rostrum of the
UN. General Assembly. The
absence of éffective action has led
our enemiés to believe that they can
vilify Israel and the Jewish people’
with impunity.”

If Jews in the West suffer and are
influenced by persistent propa-

“ganda’ o'ns}al.iih't's. “Soviet Jewry

faces a more ominous threat. As
Isracli Foreign Minister Yitzhak
Shamir said, “For the Jews in the
Soviet Union, Zionism means free-
dom, . independence, self-de-
termination and repatriation to
Eretz Yisrael. This the Russians
cannot tolerate or permit.”

The World Zionist Organization
thus’ sees. the fight against anti-
Zionism as one of its highest
prioritiés. Conferences on the sub-
ject haye recently been held in
Jerusalem and Washington and

-similar conventions will take place
in Pans. Londnn and Buenos Airts )

1S

“It may draw from other
sources, secular or pseudo-re-
ligious, and this we have to assess
carefully. But we all agree that it is
another problem. And as we in the
Catholic Church have a long ex-
perience of anti-Catholocism, com-
ing from many sources, we can
perhaps use this experience, as it
has been done in certain places like
the US.A. to counter the anti-
Semitic plague.”

Prior to this meeting, there was

‘much speculation growing out of

the controversy over the Vatican
Notes as to whether the Vatican
was “regressing” in its commit-
ments to improved Catholic-Jewish
relations. Willebrands, who as an
aide to the late Cardinal Bea played
a key role in the drafting of Nostra
Actate, nailed the speculation on
the head.

“The Godhead is behind the text
of Nostra Aetate," he said, and *‘the
changed -relationship with Judaism
is not a question of practical de-
cision, however noble and high
flung our motivations may be for
that. It is for us, as Catholics, a
question of fidelity to our vocation,
a part of our response to God.”

At the close of the three-day
meeting, the Vatican and [JCIC
groups agreed to establish a joint
steering committee to advance rela-
tions between Catholics and Jews
throughout the world, with
particular attention to be given to
the deepening of knowledge and
understanding on the part of
Catholics about the meaning to
them of the Holocaust and the
relationship of the Jewish people to
Israel. -
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Tutu is more anti-Jewish than he acknowledges

By MARC H. TANENBAUM

FIRSTMET ARCHBISHOPDESMOND TUTU, the An-
glican leader of South Africa and Nobel laureate, in Octo-
ber 1985 in his church. Helen Suzman, the feisty anti-

apartheid leader in South Africa’s parliament, arranged forthe

meeting of an American Jewish Committee delegation with
. Tutu for a frank discussion about apartheid and black-Jewish
relations. i
After the usual courtesies, the archbishop launched into a
long lecture to us about how apartheid is the equivalent of the
_ Nazi Holocaust, and that Jews are spectators to the black trag-
edy. Suzman bristled with anger, as did we all. She was the
_first member of the South African parliament to campaign
against the evils of apartheid more than a quarter-century be-
fore Tutu was on the scene. She also organized the first liberal
party in South Africa to combat apartheid.

*“Listen, Desmond," Suzman said, ‘I have devoted my en-
tire life and career to battling against apartheid. Terrible and
tragic as is apartheid, it is in no way the equivalent of the Nazi
Holocaust, which tried to destroy physically the entire Jewish
people. I wish you would stop exploiting that great Jewish
tragedy for your purposes.”

Tutu seemed to be embarrassed and remained silent for a
while,

But he obviously has not remained silent since then. He has
consistently exploited Judaism and the Jewish historic expe-
rience. I am not sure whether he really believes what he has
been saying about Jews and Judaism or whether he is cynically
distorting — even raping — Jewish sancta for his own dra-
matic purposes.

In 1984, in an address before the Jewish Theological Sem-
inary in New York, he asserted that apartheid owes its origins

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, international relations consultant

to the American Jewish Committee, is immediate past presi-

dent of the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious
Consultations.

to the Holy Temple of the Jews in Jerusalem. The Temple
courtyard, which separated gentiles from Jews, was the earli-
est form of apartheid, Tutu said. So what about the courtyards
that separated priests from Levites from Israelites, men from
women — did that make the Jews anti-Semitic?

Then, he freely spoke about the *‘arrogance of Jewish
power” and *‘the Jewish lobby.” Tutu seems to have memo-
rized the Protocols of the Elders of Zion as much as he has the
Bible. Now, on his latest visit to Israel, he flamboyantly calls

_ for the creation of a Palestinian state and calls on the Jews to

forgive the Nazis. Unconditional support for a PLO-domi-
nated state is another irresponsible monkey wrench tossed
gratuitously into the delicate peace process that is painstak-
ingly being put together.

Anglican archbishops Desmond
Tutu of South Africa, left, and Samir
Kafiti of Jerusalem recently met with
Arab notable Salim Saade, right, at
St. Georges Cathedral In Jerusalem.

And while affronting Jews for not forgiving the Nazis

sounds very Christian, I have not yet heard Archbishop Tutu

call on 23 million blacks in South Africa to forgive the racist

Afrikaners. Indeed, this self-styled disciple of Martin Luther
King and Mahatma Gandhi declared on Jan. 25, 1986, in New
York, “I believe there are situations where one has to use
force.”

Examining the record of Archbishop Tutu’s declarations
over recent years, I have come to the conclusion that his mind-
set is that of the medieval Christian tradition that believed
Jews are morally exhausted and that Christianity has come to
supersede Judaism as a “superior” form of religion.

Thus, it is his classic anti-Judaism that feeds his consistent
pattern of anti-Jewish attitudes. Some Nobel Peace laureate.
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