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That is also a myth, a~d its r~petition tends to immobilize us in unnecessary 

guilt and self·doubt, rather than energize us to face the truth about our past and 

our moral responsibil ities in the complex, real world today. 

As every major church hi~torian documents. "the great majority of Americans 

in the eighteenth century were outside any church. and there was an overwhelming 

indifference to religion." Dr. William Warren Sweet wrote (Revivalism in America) 

that "taking the colonies as a whole, the ratio of church membership was one to 

12.11 Or. !1obert R. Handy states. IlNo mgre than ten percent of Americans in 1800 

we~ memb.et:.Lof churches" (A History of the Churches in the United States and 
-!1..!..!'. N~ EtJ(,~tJSI .. l -rl:l i C»d .. \01 Nfoit"£.S 

Canada). ",\1t1r£...E- c. .... ~.e1.(Gv-.. ,S'c.~-~l"" > I To 1S""" 
-C;.",~f9rt..'" c.t."~''=S- I .,-t> '2-0 

As a result of the vast labor and the rough. uncouth hardships encountered 

by the pioneers, frontier cormlUnities became coarse and partially wild "societies. 

with little or" no social restraints. and filled with low vices and brutal -pleasures. 

The t~est was described as "the land of "sinfu l libert( with large sections of the 

frontier society debauched and whiskey-sodden. The violence and anarchy resulted 

in a breakdown of respect for emerging civic authority . 

The Three Great Awakenings in .America -- the first in the 1.3 c.olonies from 

1725-1770; the second. West of the Alleghenies. 1770,1830; the t'hird. 1865-1899. 

with the rise of city evangelism -- were all responses to the widespread decline 

of religion and the ~egenerated mo~al condi~ions of the times. (we may well be 

in the midst of The Fourth Great Awak"ening tOday.) 
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The point is that the~e are ·more people affiliated with olir churches ' and 

synagog~es todai than any time. in the past. And 'while we face real and ' serious 

moral issues .in c.ontemporary .Am e i~ica and in the troubled world, it serves no 

useful purpose .to imply that 'i/e are .a· generation of moral pygmies when contrasted 

. with our forbears \·':ho were supposedly moral giants. Precisely because there are 

more Pme~ic~ns who are rel igiously committed today than in the past we are in a 

f~r b.etter position to mobil. ize conscience a.nd moral will ·to cope constructively 

and realistically with our I:lany' problems. That means that religious ·.and civic 

le.adership needs to speak to our better selves rather· than evoke paralyzing images 

of our worst selves. 

A vital lesson that . should be derived from our past {s that when confronted . 

with the massive. moral challenges of the frontier societies, evangel ical leaders 

to th~ir everlasting credit _. launched a wide range of moral refonn movements 

. as vol unta·rr. expres s ions of the chure hes . Organ; zed benevolence (" The Benevolence 

----Empire" these effor.ts. were call ed) . were created for the . poor and downtro~den, 

anti-slavery groups. temperance societies. aid to youth. and the military. With 

the exception of the ·Prohibition legislation calling for total abstinence from 

alcoholic beverages adopted as the 18th amendment. in 1920, · the anti-evolution law, 

·and ~he Puritan Sabbath -- all of whic·h subsequently collapsed and resulted in · 

general disillusioranent and loss of morale -- all ·of the great moral refonn 

movements were effected through internal ·, voluntary church resources. rather than 

through legislative means of dominating the government or the nation1s political 

machinery. 
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~;i)::'-"''S""evera '"'Chri"'Stian it igltt" ~t::es'he .. -~ ·-asserted or impl fed that 

"{;e F~unding Fathers' of our nation perceived PlIIerica as JI~Christian Republic." , 
If you check their writings. you will find that such assertions contradict 

everything Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson. James Madison. and others stood 

and fought for. 

Thus, Thomas Jefferson wrote in his Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom 

which became the basis for the First Amendment 
~-:-:----:-:--:------,-----,---:--:-:--
"Almighty God hath created 

the mind free, and that all .attempts to influence it by tempt or punisments or 

burns or by civil incapacitations tend only to beget habits of hypocrisy and 

meanness, and are a departure from the plan of the Holy Author of our religion. 1I 

The exercise of religion, Jefferson added, is "a natural right" which has 

been infringed by "the impious presumption of legislators and rulers" to set up 

their "own modes of thinking as the only true and infallible," and "to compel a 

man to furnish contri butions of money for the propagation of opinions which he 

disbelieves," which is "sinful and tyrannica1." 

In his Notes on Virginia, Jeffer son stated, liThe rights of conscience we 

never subnitted, we could not sutmit. We are answerable for them to our God ..• 

Subject opinion to coercion; whom will you make your inquisitors? Fallible men; 

men governed by bad passions, by private as well as publ ic reasons . And why 

subject it to coercion? To produce uniformity. But is uniformity of opinion 
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. " I would .connnend such writings of our Founding Fathers to the Rev. Bailey 

Sm'ith and others who sh~re his views about uniformity of conscie~c'e and religi~n~_ 

Rev. Smith's utterance about "God not hearing the prayer of a Jew" is not only 

religiously presumptuous and morally offensive; it is dangerous to the future 

'of our democratic pluralistic society. He is saying not only that the Jewish 

people have been living a 'religious lie for 4,000 years across 30 civ·ilizations; 

he is al~o ~~ying ' that because they are religiously invalid there is no place for 
" , 

thBll at Presidential 'inaugurations or political conventions, and ultimate].y~ TlO 

legitimate place for them in /!merican democratic society. 'Some evangelical pastors 

spoke such theological obscenities about the Jews in Nazi Gennany. 

It is encouraging to us that literally hundreds of Baptist pastors, Christian 

seminary faculties arid Jay people have issued statements repudiating his· narrow 

vi-ews as un-Christian and un-Jlmer.ican. 
,,' 

" , 4) The campaign by some members of the "New Christian Right" to elect Uborn_ 

again Christians U only to publ ic office is anathema to everything American 

democracy stands, for . It .violates Article 6 'of ' the United States Constitution 

___ which forbids the e~ ercise of "a religious test" f~r any citizen running for .:. 
, , 

public office. The Pmerican ' people must repudiate that anti-democratic practice. 

Candidates must continue to be judged on the basi's of their competence, their 

integrity, and their commitment to the common welfare. That is the American way. 

5) , .The most effective critique of Usingle politics u campaigns and candidates 

is provided by the leading Evangelical journal, Christianity Today (Sept. 19, 1980): 

"- . . '-' 

. . 

• 

" 
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'. "Moral Majority and Christian Voice aWi'.1r to emphas'i~~ the first three 

·principles of Evangelicals for Social Action more than the others (that is, the 

. famil y ; · every human life is sacred (abortion); religious and political freedom 

are God-given inalienable rights) . The Bible deals with all of them. In fact, 

probably more space in the Bible is devoted to calls for justice and the care 

for the poor than to· the fact that human 1 ife is · sacred, though none can deny 

that both are Biblical mandates . The concerns of the religious lobbies will 

appeal to ·a ·broader range of Christians to the extent . that they emphasize these 

other equa'l1y biblical principles of justice, peace, stewardship of our resources , 
. .". . . . . 
and care for the .poor, as well as profamily and prolife issues. It is a case of 

. , . . 
"these' ye ought to do but not to 1 eave the others undone . II ' Too "'arrow a front 

\ 

in battling for a moral crusade. or for a truly biblical involvement in polities, 

could be disastrout . It could lead to the election of a moron who holds the right 

view on abortion. II .. :. . '.' '. 

6) Many of us are concerned about the militant apooalyptic style of some 

"New Ch~istian Right" spokesmen . This mentality dates back to antiquity when in 

every century where there was vast so~ial disarray and disorientation, there 

emerged a widespread yearning among the masses, especially the poor and disin-

herited, for a Messianic savior joined by an Emperor of the Last Days who would 

relieve society of its oppression and moral decay and usher in the Millenium lIin 

which the wor l d would be inhabited by a humanity at once perfectly good and 

perfectly haPpy" (Norman Cohn, The Pursuit of the Millenium) . 

. , 
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-This -revolutionary apocalypse was dominated by eschatological phantasies of 

a new Paradise on earth, a world purged of suffering and sin, a Kingdom of Saints. 

A prodigious final struggle would take place between the hosts of Christ and the 

hosts of the Antichrist through which history would attain its fulfillment and 

justification. 

Before the Mil1enium could dawn, however. misbelief had to be eliminated 

as a prelude to realizing the ideal of a wholly Christian world. In the eyes of 

the crusading Messianic hordes (which began to form in the Middle Ages), the 

smiting of the I-Iosl ems and the Jews was to be the first act in that final drama 

which was to culminate in the smiting of the Prince of Evil (Satan, the Devil). 

~1uch of the present "New RightU public discussion of issues seems to · be 

characterized by that traditional scenario of political con~lict between lithe 

c~i1dren of light" and the "children of darkness." There is too much demonology 

i~ the current discussion which appears to consign pol itical candidates to being 

denolished as "satanic" -. the moral hit lists with "zero ratings," "secular 

humanists standing at. the side of satan." Reasoned. civl1 debate in an open 

democracy requires another, higher order of discourse. 

·One has ·a sense that some "New Right" advocates perceive America as if it 

were a vast camp revival meeting whose characteristic method was to plunge into 

anguish the sinner over the state of his soul, then bring about a confession of 

faith by oversimplifying the decision as a choice between a clear good and an 

obvious evil. The Civil War was rendered all the more intransigent and destructive 

-
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by each side claiming that God was on their side, and by portraying the other 

side as "infidel" and lIatheist. 1I A mature America deserves a far more balanced 

and thoughtful method to analyze its problems and to formulate its responses; 

anything less than that is an insult to the intell igence of the. Jlmerican people. 

80-700-60 



INDIVIDUALSIM _ DEOMCRACY (swt 40) 

Ii'rom N Engalnd on the north to Geor~la &n the South. the rf!vlvall~ts stressed 
individualistic rell1on. The rempahsls everywhe ~e was upon man's ue1'80na1 
needs; everymany was expected to find h'. oWN WAY TO GOD. In a pioneer society, 
this emphals was both natural andlnevlable for a po ~ neer society 1s a 8e1f
rellant lndlvldullstc s ociety. Under such c ntlons even the LEG~IST!C THEOLGoY 
OF CALVIN BECAME IN THE HANDS OF THE COLONlDAL PREACHERS A PERSONALIZED THEOLOGY 
MEE TING PER:'OllJ.L NEEDS AND SEARHING XI! OUT TIlE HEARTS OF INVDS. ALL THIS 
IMPLIED THER RIFHT OF WACH I ND TO HF.VE HIS OWN RELIGOUB EXPERIENCE, l1li1 Q! DID NOT 

j NEED TO BE LIKE ANY OTHER. THE EMPHASI S UPON THE INDIVIUAL THEREFORE MEANT 
VARIABILITY: IMPLIED I N IT IS THE RIGHT TO BE DIKPERENT. AND IS THIS NOT 
BASIC IN DEMOCRACY : THE BIGHT OF THE IND TO LIVE HIS 011N LIFE: HIS RI~TO 
LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS. / 

The revivalist placed etree. on the doctlne that all men are equal ln the elght 
of God. When thls doctrine ls pee ached to humble peo~le, it _~""vi cahly dev elop. 
~elf-reBpect and ad3s1re to have a pet 1n the managment of their own at :1" 1a1'8. _ 
Thepreachere of tbe Great Awakening Bought to reach all classe. of men; ela~ee 
as well aa masters; poor as well aerlch; ignorant as well as learned . ?They knew 
no soolal dleblnotlona . To them all wereon the ea~e plane: ~l wgre sinners 

,slla ... - i .. Q.neecl o~ a savior, whose grace alone pi" ad Thure the revival! were a 
great l~llng force in American~~ftlil society; they sowed the basic seeds 
of democracy more widely than any other single influence. 

LEADERSHIP ( 41) 

For the flr.t time in colonial America, the oommon psople fnund aleao.rr Bhip 
from s r.,ong their own num"' ers . Thie was true everywhere. But partlcne.arly true amo 
among the Prest, Bapti"ets, and Methodlest. Thelr preaohers were men of their 
own kin~, moet of them from the humbler walks of life. They were in most i nstance 
it 1s true un4ducated a8 far a8 th~ ehcn o18 were e ncerned, but 1n native a~ llity 
it would be dlfflcu1t to find among any other claB. of men t~~xx of t heir time 
the equal of Samuel, Harris, John Leland, Geo~e Bhadtord, Phl119 Gat ch, and a 

}ong 11st of other •. Thru their 1 adrsh1p and others 11ke them, the great ma •• 
J~f the pa~in people came to a reallzatlon of t~r &wn impcrllnce as well ae thei 

own s t rength. 
VOLUNTliRI S!~ 420 
Among the damcotraie inflaences coming out of the re glvals was the great lnc~e8.ee 
in the number of congregatons whch had popular form. of church govt. 
BA?TIST S::ONGREGATI NAL GQVT IS PHRE DEMOCRACY, AND lIEN WHO HAD NEVER BEFORE HAD 
A VOICE IN GQVT OR ANY KIND FOUND TcEM5ELVES, AS MEM ERa OF A BAF!!IaT CONG. 
WITH AN E~UAL VOICE I N MANAIGNE GHE AFFAIRS OF THECHURCH. The Methodist form 
of org anization, though hig hly centralized and authnatlan, nevertheless gave 
gul l right st self-expression to every memb*r. women a8 well as men, ~ in the 
cla •• meet1ng.s. Not only was thls hi. or her rlght, it .a. duty; and 8S 8 matter 
of faaat, NO RRIGIOUS BODY PALCED GREATER STRES WPON THE ACTVITY OF I NDIVS 
THAN DID THE METHODI ST. THIS AS lIAS ALREADY POINTED OUT. IS THE REAL ESSEN61 
OF ~~BOCRACY. The Preeby alsO though nomlally tied to the ? Chu~ch of Scotland 
l n the colonial perlod were ln practice a self-governing body. Presby, like thaft 
of Hanover in Va, ·manegned thelr own af a1 r. wlth Ii ttl. or no outeideinflunce 
PO LITICS . 
As t he colonial perlod d!"ew to a close and t he War for Inde!)endence e .%'IIJt1!11!X 

pproached, these ne" revlvali.ti" group. gave lncreaslng tlv1dence Of t l!etr 
~o ns clousne.s of politIcal .trengh t. The BAPTISTS, PARTICULARLY, TOOK THE LEAD 
I N THE AGITATION FOR E~UAL RIGH TS FOR ALL RELIGIOUS BODIES. I N Va. theno w.re 
re. ponsible for a great flood of pe1t1ons making thls de:'1and. A Baprits petitl n 
of 1784 reads: 

.' 



128) THE GREAT PROTAGONISTS of frontier r~vivalism wPee the BAPTISTS AND 
, THE lo1ETHODIS'rS. Each pursued their own wa y 1n c a rr:,r i ng on t heir work, but "'oth 
were ef f ectlv:e 1n hrlnglng theGoeepl of repentaQ,ce to .the common man. Until 
t heffcGmation . of the Baptists Homes Mi.s1on SOCiety 1n 18 32 the Bapt1st 
work on the frontier was car rted on almost enti rely by .the 1'errne:rp-re"ch ~r8 : 
T-he paHern for thh type ot min1stry was tound 1n the 'Baptist chase of the 
Va. and NC- rev1 vale. It Was largely an undalerleed and "n uneducated ministry. 
that ls, uneducated ae far aE; the schools -were ccmcerned. It was 8. devotted. arid 
selt-sacrificing m1nistry, but with an extremely ' limited outlook, as the 
anti-mission moveaent among the ' front1 "·er Baptists which began ahout 1820 s 
1ndica tes . Unlike the Metod1.ts the front1er Baptiets had no conception of t he 

(

world as t M ir pariBh. The g .. at bulk of the fronte1r Bapri ts preached. 
B modl~ded eal~8m, while t nelr form of church gov~ 'was a pure democracy. 
a fact that undoubtedly gave tllem a large popularity 1n .fmlnt1er societies. . ~ 

by the 1820s, the whole . aattled position of the Weat ·wss covered .Wit~ 
of Bapt1st Assns; which ve~e Voluntary orga made up of Ba;t1st churche •• The 
'meeting s of these ' &8~ ·corresponded somewhat to the camp meee~lngs. 

132 )T"rlERE HAS ' BEEN .ENTIRELY TOO. MUCH STRESS PALCED uPON THEEMTIONAL EXCESSES 
OF CAMP MEETINGS AND ALL TOO LITTLE UPON THEROUT I NE WORK OF THE FRONI'lER' CHURCH! 
AND PREACHERS. . 
133 )The front1e·r ·. Bapt1st churches held monthly congregatioal meet1ns wt whibh 
all members were ' required: to' ~II' !'Pes.ent. It was 'here _that the life each meml,er 
came under the scrutlnt y or the Chruch . It was the duty of each memher to 
·watch ofer the conduct of fellow mem~ere andto bring 'charges .aga1nst anyone 
gUil ty of any inr •• cHon of the !>ules of Chri stiant c rnduct or church "rder • 

. ,Indeed a good share 'of the ue1aneseof theSE cong meet"lnge was devotedto 
hear1ng th- charges, ~d unrepen~ant mem~ers were ex!lueded without fear' or 

I 
favor. INTOXIATION WAS THE flOST FREQUEr;T CAUSE F.OR CHURCH DISCIPLINE, THOUGH 
SU CH THINGS AS SDULUTERY, UNCHRISTIAN BUSINESS DEALINGS, . GAMBLING, IMMORAL . 
CONDUC.T, . STEALING , REMVOING LANDMARKS, IlALE..BEARING, · QUARRELING, DIIIIHI>NEST 

.. HORSE TRADING, CRUELTY TO SLAVES, MISUSING' WIVES, ARE 60ME OF THE OTHER . 
EAUSES . ("The Chruche. a. Moaal Courts of the Frontier, Chruch H1st"ry , -
March 19 33, WW Swe';.t). . . 

. . ..•.. 
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CALVISIM _ ANTI.DEMOCRACY 

sweet 2) Calvln had a very low oplnb&n of the camaon people, and hls splrltus 
ch1ldren among the Preeby, the Co~egatlona81te, and the Reformed bodies 
were ~ full agreement with him 1n this as 1n other matters. 

The N. England fat here had a poor oplnlon of democracy and coneldered lt 
the "meanest" of all forms of govt. T~e ccnce~ved lt to be thler prlnclpla 
8aek to e.e to lt that tee "elect,' the dhoeen or God. contolled ln both 

hruch snd State. G. K. Cheeteroton: "the major! ty are always wrong!!. 
(See Purltan Ollgarchy) 

The principal colonial churches 1n their organization were aristocracies. The 
Angl1can Ch1rrch ln Vlrglna was under the manSl/ment an-lcontrol of the phnter 
ari'tareya. The lay vestries, made up of the great tohacco gentry. were 8e1f_ 
perpetuatlng bod1es and managed the affairs of the ·parlsh, largely ~r tm 
beneflt of thelr own clas •• A rellgioaa whlch would ~a v1tal co~oern 
9.f,e"eryday lif'l. ya. fore~ to tsarl deel!tes.~ <v-... .f1.< 
,~ ""I'-"~ '! ~?-' '''''''-<6-4 
They considered democracy a dangeJ)()uB thing-tn a govereemtn such ae theirs 
pledged to carry out God '. will, for they asked, 'H01~ COULD UNGODLY RULERS 
KNOW THE WILL AND PURPOSE OF GOD?" Therefore . it seomed to them ~ neees.ary 
to keep the godly mln6rlty ln control .ndth. whole machlnery of gOyt both 
1n ohuroh and state was dlrecteA to that end. 

PlETISM . . 
24) lles at the heart of the Great Colon~~l awakenings. By pletlsm we mean 
a t,pe of religlon whlch places the prlnclpal emphasls upffn what 1s often 
termed the ~11g10g or the heart, rather than a rellglon of the head. It ls 
a rellglon whlch appeals prlmarl1y to the emotlon. It prlncipal theme le 
redemption torlndlvlduals. Its object 1s to awaken man and women tourosnal 

~repentance. -

25) The Engllsh Bap~lsts, Quaker., and and ln the 18th cent the Metodl •• sts 
were imbued with pi •• lms, stressing inner religion and thea emotional I repponse, repudlatlng salvation through an 1nstttutlon, and emphaSising 

-{ Indlv responsibility . These sects were despised by uChruches" 1n Europe. 
The lndvlduallstlc emphasls ln pl oneering gave them an opportunlty such 

tas could not have ben found anyqhere elee Inthe vorll. 

In the hlstory of rev lvalism , the out.taildlng lndvldual revivaUsts have bee r 
calvinists, exactly contry to what might have been expected. (BIshop 
McConnell _ Iltx loglg1an becomes more conerned about the yey*tem than about 

~ lndlv lduals . 

Paradoelcally, THE G~ CALVINIST PREACHERS HAVE BOT BEEN CONSIDERED 
CALVINISTS: AND THEY HAVE GONE AHEAD IN SPIIE OF THEIR DOCTRINE OF ELECTION 
AS THOUGH THERE ~mRE HOPE FOR EVERYMAN. (The famous Dr. 5.nhnson once 

o! remarked tkalx to Bosweil that 'All theory 1s &gabBst ths"freedom of the 
__ wl1l, experlence for it. ) IN THEIR BOOKS THE CALVINISTS, WITH GREAT LEARNING 

~
PHELD THE DOCTRINES OF ELECTION AND PREDESTINATION, IN THEIR SERMONS AND IN 

THEIR DEALINGS WITH PEOPLE THEY HAVE PRECEDED ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT EVERY 
I~N HAD HIS OWN DIESTINY IN HIS OWN HANDS. liHAT THE COLONIAL CALVINISTIC 

~ EVIVALISTS DID. I~AB TO PERSONALIZE CALVINISM: TO MAKE IT APPLY TO INDIVIDUALS, 



CALVINISM _ PBlISONALIZED 19) 

The Doctrine - of the Universal Priesthood of all Believers; Luther first 
Bet forth thiB revolutionary idea in hiB The L1verty of a ChriBtian 
Man _ Scrlptue makes"no distinction " bet laity and clergy 

Colonial tnvironment _ personall.lng of rlll~on _ IN #OLD WORLD RELIGION 
WAS LARGEDLY AN INSTITUTIONAL MATTER RATHER THAN AN INDIVIDUAL CONCERN. 

,. THE?E SALVATION WAS ACHIEVED THRU THE CHURCH RAATHER THAN THRU INDI EFFORT 
(Bee Llttel on church-sect) 

Preaching came largely to deal with evertay needs and IndlC concerns. 
CALVINISM IS A LEGALISTIC SYSTEM AND TRT TENDENCY OF THE EARLY CALVIVINBTIC 
CLERGY WAS TO DEVOTE THEIR SERMONS TO AN EXPOSITION AND DEFENSE OF THE SYS 
TEM BUT IN 'IllE COURSE IIEl TIME THE LEGAJIISTIC THEOLOGY OF CALVIVINSM BECAME 
I N THE HANDS OF MEN LIKE ESWARDS AND TENNANT A PERSONALIST CALVINISM SEARHCI: 
OUT THE HEARTS OF INDIVS. 

-dec11ne of relig10n and moralIty among the colonists; Times were ripe ror 
a new emphasis and a neW method 1n rellg'1on, as "Bl1 a8 for a nre tJfPe 
of . religioue~eadrhip to meet the pecul~'r needs prssented by the ~ . 
American colonial religious eltutaltlon. 



4 5 
COLONIAL AWAKENINGS BEGAN in Central N. J . through the .ctivitie. 
of Dominie Theodore Jaco~u8 Frellnghu,een. He eo~ht to ·~rlng 
a hout religiouB reformation Among th~ Dutch Reformed 1n Raritan Valley 
in central N. J. ~~--------------
When the first ~munlon time ~~ came he announced that only 
"the penitent, believing, upright and converted ~rsonBft were to 
be inttted to the Lord's Ta~le. H1. idea of the Sacrament andit. 
purpose he Bet forth 1n an early sermon, a8 follOWs: 
!tWe have also a sanctursry under the NT - the Lord's Supper, whIch 
has come 1n place of the Passover, and which, it 1s explteltyly 
and solemnly declared, that none of the unvecnerted, who are still 
1n natural and uncomverted state, because not sanctIfied hy the 
Holy Ghost, should a pproach the ssncturary, and partake of the 
holy thIngs. He has at the same time enjoined upon~ the overseers 
of the church, that they dabar strangers and the ungodly, and put them 
from among them, that the covenant of God may not be profaned and. 
his wrath stirred up up against the whole congregation, and the 
Lord remove from hie bles ~t!g. spirit and grace from his church." 
(T.J. Frel, Sermons, transl from Dutch and nrefacpo by a .ketch of 
the author's life by Rev. Wm Demare.t (NY 1856), 26ff. 

On the occaeion of hi. adm1niatertng the Lord'. Supper for the fouth 
tim., he stated from the tpulpit: 
· ~·rulY, it ie manife.t lhat the Lord'. Supper 10 now frequently thus 
deecreated; tor not on: , does one unworthy approach, hut how many 
of those who receive the sacred elements are e~ther ignorant, or 
ungodly; as drunkards, alanderers, hack~ltere, profaners of 
God's aneame and day, vaid and worldy minded, or merely moral 
persons who do not -coBsess, but hate true godlineB"_B! ....... I have th~ 
tiiiles (it i. now thf. fourth time) adm1nietered the Lord'. Supper and uri 
urged thie p~ int, that the uncovnerted may not aoproach a ~dd the 
wicked mus t , acc to our doctr1ne, "e ltebarred . But what mUrlluring he,s 
this excited • . . Say you that I speak too hard and .harplY' Mu&t I 
not s peak in accordance 1fi th t he word of God? n 

In h1s preacting, Frel c ontinually stressed the necessity of a 
--personal religious experience. He bore dnwn oonstantly on a chang~ 

of heart as an essential for Chr1et'un In1ng, andall his energies ",ere 
directe~dtoward helping his pepple secure such a personal exper~ence. 
This end, howe f er. the young dominete d1d not always pursue g~ntly. 
Perhapd he ~elieved thatit va. only t .tern denunciation that would 
avail tomove Bome of his hardened par10snioners, which ac counte for 
the following fear-producing harangue : 

"Come hither, ye careless, at ease 1n sin, ye carnal and earthly min 
minded, ye ma unchaste whoremongers, adiluterers, ye proud, haughty, 
men and women, ye devotes of pleasure, drunKards, gamblers, ye dis 
obedient, ye wicked rejecters of the Gospel, ye hypocrites and 
dissemnLers, how suppose ye 1t w1ll go with yout The yeriod of grace 
i. conclUded. All earthly satiefaction ceaseth. Your agonish and 
pains as to Boul dna body have no end, for ye shal l h e cast into that 
lake which burns with fire and brimstone, where i. we eping and 

,----- gnashing of teeth, where the smoke of their t ornremt 8sc·endeth forever, 
where your worm dieth not and your fire i. not quenched. Be fil l ed 
with terror. ye 1mpure vwine, adultereres. and whoremongere, and 
con·s1eier that wi thout true repenftance, ye shall soon be with the 
impure devils; for I announce a fire ho"t·1ter than that of Sod om and 

{

. Gamorrah to all that burn in their lUsts." (Fr op cit, 311-314 

~~;~S~~~;~1NA~DGA1NED TWO KINES OF RESPONSES. (INti WAS RESENTMENT AND BITTER 
. THE ~~HER 81 

NCEIlE REPENTANCE AND CONVERSION (K 
lagte-comP).i 

Bnt D 



PRESBYTERIAN PHASE OF il:LONIAL REVIVAL -I (56) 

In ·1727, the coming of Rev. Gi1~ert Tennent, Scoth_Irish Preehy, to 
New Brunswick marka Presby phase of colon1al revival. 
Oct. 2, 1731 - Frelinghuysen defended coming of G. Tennent to Nm 
-graduatee of William Tennent'. 'Log College" completely chang" thecour e 
of American Preebyterlanlanm. (Geo Whitefield said they reBem~leed the Behn ~l 
of Old Prophets for their habitatlons vere mean; and they eought not great 
thln58 tor t hemselves ... all we can 8ay at most our unlveerltlee 1s they are 

~ glorlous wl thout) 
':"G Tennent J Bon· of thurt«er; GT sermons, 'Solemn warning to the Secure Vorld, 
from the God of Terrlb1e Majesty; or the Presumptuous Sfhaer Detected, His 
Pfeas ~on.ldered, and hl. Doom Dlsp1ayed." 
"The Dangers of an Unconverted Ministry" - plastered hypocrl teB, moral negroes, 
ca t erpillars who lahar to devour every green thing; resem~led the Pharisees 
of Christls Day · as one crow does another. 
60) GT ln 1749 pbbllsheh Irenlcum Ecc1eslaetlcum, or A Humble, Impartla1 EB.ay 
Upon t he Peace of Jerusalem 
A MARK FOR MANY ARCHERS 
Samuel B1alr, forn ln Uls t er ·Ine1and as vas hls b»ether John; ln 1739 called 
atter suudy with Wm Tennent to Scoteh Iri8h community of Londonderry, Chester 
County,Pa . • "religion, lay, as it were, a-dy1ng, and ready to 
.splre its 1aot breath of 11fe in thls part of the vlsihle church". Hl. sermon 

on Luke 13:7 started pme pf t je ,p.t sweei' g r.l~g'p'. ZRXRxa;X upheav.1s 

i 
ln the Mlddl. Co1onles . ; hls sermons produced 'manifest eVldences Of impres . lom 
on the hearers". Otten some would 'overcome and faInting; others deeply 
Bobbing, hardly able to contain; othrs crying 1n a most dolorous mannp.r: 
many others _ mora silently weeplng.' There appeared e.10 some undua1 
bodl1y exerclzes. 
BAMUEL DAVIES - the outstanding preadher ot c010n1al America", "the anllllating 
80uld of the Whole dissenting Interest 1n Va. and N. Carolina- 8gent 10 
year. ln Va. (1748-58), organl.ed revlvallstlc Pree lnto coheslve body; won 
battle for the rlfhts of dlssenters in Va • NSW SIDE REVIVALISTIC PRESBY 
FREE ~ROM EXTRAVAGANCES AND EXCESSIVE EM9TIONALISM. 
_liTh e Nature and Necesslth of True Repen t ance" "strongly enforeed by the 
Je~h rellglon U _ Repent not because ot tear of puniehemnet ~8t because dcrl~. 

1759)~ S Davles Bucceeded Jonathan Edwards as Pres of Colle e of New Jersey, 
died 3 years la t er at 37 
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119) SECOND GREAT AWAKENING _ wh1ch came 1n the latter years or the 18th and ~ 
early 19th century started as a PRESBrEERIAN MOVNENET. began in 211ttle 
backward collegs. Hampden-i1dney and Washin3ton, both in Va. Together with 
Jefferson college in W. Pa (f. in 1801) they fUrnished a good share of the 
revivalistic Presb leadersh1p 1n early We ; t. 

(

DEADNESS; IN RELIGION which characterized entire nation during and following 
the Revolut1on affected them until year 1786. In that year a gre&~ religious 
concern began to take hold of the etudants at Hampden Sidney cCo ·11 lartely 
engenaered by the student s themselves. 

tralnd a college trained mlnletery tor new west over the Allegaales. 

120) CONGREGATIONAL PHASE at Yale, Pres. Timothy Dwight and ANDOVER - for 

( 

Congo 
YALE AND tRINCB:TON COLLEGES FURISHISED PATTERN FOR PRACTICALLY ALL EARLY 
FRONTIER COLI.B!!ES. 
121) Presby rigidity of creed and?polity _ revivalist preachers AeCUSED 

.....- OF BEIliJLOOSE IN DOCTRINE ('eoul-etupefJ:ing cr~ed ,. 

-

122) CAMP MEETING ORIGIN.ED ANONG PRESBY, moet eoectacular one ever held 
at Cans Ridge, Ky in Aug 1801. James McGready, preacher Logan County, Kv , 
July 1800 
124) gr e~t Cane Ridge camp ~eeting in Bourbon county in Aug 1801 io the 
divi.Ung pt in Preshyt -during theauree of the II!IIting the NUMBER WHO 
FELL lAS ABOUT J,OOO • 'THE FALLINB EXERCIZI" Was generally conoinered 
~ clear manifestAtion of the pwoer of God working on the hearts of people. 
"he other exercizes which agistated hundreds as JERKING, ROLLING, DANCING AND 
BARKING, WERE LOOKED UPON AS DUBIOUS, TO SAY THE LEAST. Throughout it all, 
the meeting lasted f~r several days - there was c onstant n ~ lse and confusIon 
(like discothetque). Many who attendsd were dissolute and irreligious charac~e 
and they outnumbered by far _hose who came with ~enigious intent. There 
waemuch DRINKING OF RAW WHISKEY PLENTIFULLY SUPPLIED BY HUCKSTERS FROM WAGONS 
ON THE OU'l\SKIRT6 OF THE XXXII GROUNDS/CAMP. THO THOSE ACCUSTIHED TO QUITENESS, . 
DIGNITY, AND ORDER IN WORSHIP SUCH CONFUSION WAS, OF COURSE, MOST DISTATEFUL 
AND AJ.!NY LOOKED UPON IT AS A !P .... 1IESTY OF RELIGION. 
From this time forward the Presby shar1ply divided onver t he camp meeting 
and rev ival1sm. 

~
125)TO the Pres bna Cong now working together in the Weet, under the plan of 
Union of 1801, a GENUINE REVIVAL WAS ONE WHERE !'HERE WAS 'NO WILDNESS AND EX 
TRAVAGNACg-AND VERYLITTLE COMMOTION OF THE ANIMAL FEELINGS, AND l'JI]!; WHERE 
THE liaRD OF GOD DISTILLS UPON THE MIND ll:IKE THE GENTLE RAIN AND THE HOLY SPIRI 
COMES DOWN LIKE THE DEW, DIFFISUING A BLESSING INFLUEKCE ON ALL ARO~D. 

Archl~ald Alexander, prof of theology at Princeton, said Metho Cumherland 
Pres~y, and Bapt1sts have carried on revivals but they preadh a gopp~l 
1n which much error 18 mi ngled with evangelistic truth. 
Amer1can Home IUssi ary Soiety Sept 1846 "souls are saved at too gr~at 
an expense" 
Lyman Beecher 
N~hanie1 W. Taylor _ revia1i.tic preacher, first prof of theology at Yale 
Dvinity School "all his theo10gJl was shapred and. frame"- in ref to the docHn. 
and work of the converaaon of sinners to God" 
128) Pres-Cong reviva1iasm of 1700-1750s made only a 1i~~te~appea1. It waS a 

~ 
type of revivalism which was based on Calvinistic doctrienes; the kind of 
rev1va11sm which swept the frontie~ Was ARMINI~AN in emPlasis. THE FIRST 
OFFERED SALVATION TO THE FO; THE SECOND OFFEPED IT TO ALL. THE FORMER I~AS 



NEW ENGALND _ II (71) 

"ONATHAN EDWARDS (and Jonathan Dickinson, 1706) graduated Yale Col~e in 1720; 
gained dIstinction a& theologiesn 8S well as rev! ~ allet, · defender of Calvalnslm; 
lntroudced lnto Calvlvlem a perooeAl emphasis whlbh g p''''e to preaching andt: 

( 

emptional appeal Wr~te to de~end Great Awakening; sought to refute notion 
tha t ONLY THE IIDlORANT AND UNEDUCATED MINISTERS ~IERE ADVOCATES OF R"lIVALISM, 
AND ONLY THE EMOTIONALLY UNSTABBE HAVE STRES RED PALCE OF FEELING IN RELIGION. 
Started ministerial · career as Congregationalist, ended lives as President 
of College of N.J. , and an Presbeterian. Famous Dr. Jnhn Erskine of Edinhurgh! 
"the Brit1sh Isles had produced no such writers on Dvinity in 18th cetn aB 
Dlncklnson and EdW8r8S. 

73) Though a strict Calvinist himself, Dickinson opposed creeds and confessions 
of faith "drawn up by Inunsplred men." he held that strict subcrlptlon to a 
creed, insttead of being a bond of union, would ~e a major cause of disunion. 

78) Edl".'qrtls, the phlleopher and theologian, preacher and revivalist; 
1727- 50 - J Edwe.rds waS min1Bter of Nortthhalllpton ?C),ruch, did not preach prl1ar 
primarily upon terrify1ng themes such a8 the wrath of God and the endless 
uunishment of sinners _ until Whitefield jarred him out of 'hie old ways, he was 
a me. peeaeher. " 
_HE ',lAS A "QUIET SPOKEN TEACHER, AND A IBINDLY THOUGH UNSPARING CRTTIC IN THE 
LIGHT OF THEIR RELIGIOUS OBLIGATIONS.' He d.id preach a number of hell-fire 
and hrimstone sermone, and with .err1f.ylng effect upon his he arers. 
To ue of this day the se sermons seem 1ncred1~1~ - ftThe Justice of God in the 
Damann10n of Sinners." 

r 
"You are in God's hands, and it 1s uncerlain what He will do with YOll. It 

may ~e your potlon to "suffer eternal hurnings; you have reasnn to fear and 
tremble every moment. 1 But whatever the Lord does with you. ... God's justice 
1s glorious in It . " 
82) John Wesley was accustomed to say: "You cannot reason cencerning spiritual 
things." "SinnerB in the Hands of an Angry God." (Some began to Bay thatr 
J Edw as contusin God with the Devil. n " 

" th1nk it e a reeaeonabbe t t persons away from hell." 
JEd in sp1te of all hiB 199ic ~elieved profoundly that the BenBe of God i9 an 

_ emtional ea~ertenee, not an 1ntellectral one. 
Mrs. Wiaslvw: "the cel:tra l fact in the great upheaval in American life, which 

/

we call the great A· ... 'akenIng, and with which J Ed had eo much to do. was 
that rellgioun, 1s a pe-"rBonal matter, that is an Anner exper~ence or it 1s noth1 



BAPTISTS III (92) the· ~o best sources ~formation 
ers who carried forward the Bantlst uhase of Va and N 
Robert B. Semple's History of the Baptists in Va. and 
ZLtves of Va. Ba~tlst Ministers. 

ooncerning the preach 
Car rev! vale are 
James B. Taybor l B : 

SAMUEL HARRIS - man who occupried before hie conversion the hghest social 
pieition among the Va. Bapti t preach ere _ by the middle )Os beame man of 
Buhstance; acqutred c onslderahle property, held numerous off"lces as church 
worker, sherIf f, ~urge8s of the county. and KWimRBtat colonel in the rnl11t4 
1n 1759. after c 0nverelon, preached 1n Pltteylvalan Country and 1n nelghhor 
i~~ counties for teh years throughout Va an~. N Carolina; p"eeched to Bo1de i 
a~ ort. 

Like other ealy Baptist preachors in Virgina, Harie suffered considerable· 
peBsecutlon through no doubt his soelal position saved hi m from the extrem 
opp1eit1on eapertenced by Bome of the other Baptiet pre,!chers.tn hie 
manner HE WAS GEm'LE AND HIS PREACHING \VAS LARGELY AN APPEAL TO THE HEAR'!'. 
His bet t er educR ticn undnuht'ely gave him ."I.a larger hearIng among the 
upper clsses but his main work as was that cf the otherBatotlst mreachers 
of his time, was the common people who haa beRn largedy overlooked and 
neglected. S Harrie WaB REPRESENTATIVE OF A NE~1 TIUPE OF RELIGIOUS 

-- LEAJU:'RSHIP ar1s1ng in America. 

94) The factthat the Baptist p"e ~aeher. were genera' ly men with little 
education, the a~pea1 of whoee preaching WaB a1moet ent1re1y to the emotion 
natrally encouraged extravagances. But as whole they were men of good co mm 
sense, often superior in native ability, with pro~ound religious conviction 
and a sacrif1ca1 .aa1 that did not flinch even before pereeoution. They 
felt themee1ves oa11ed of God and they d~ not heSitate to govx wherever 
that call seemed to lead. Most of them were unwl1 ing to e.oure a ',11oenee 

-- tor preaching, as required by Va., since that seemed to them a violation 
of their girst great principle - complete religious liverty and comp~e 
separation ~t church from state. As a consequence persecution tell heavily 
upon them. heir mode of preaching and certain oecu1lar mannerisms hrog uth 
rid1cu1e. One sudh manner1em was called the "HOLY WHINE " which conoted inth 
rising andfa111ng of the voice suppoee~~y to relieve the strain of outdoor 

( 
preaHhing. They were alo inclined to indulge 1n exaggerated gesticulations, 
and "odd whooped and their Impae ioned manner often moved their eongre tratin 
to ~rembling, screaMS and falling e." 
95) The Baptists naturally toun~ their largest following among the poor, 
illiterat e and 19n~rant people sndS they gained the contempt of the uoper 
clas~Anlica18 and Presb. But religion has a strange way ~r I1tltng peo~le 
out of the loweet s oclal stratum in a r elatively short time and that 
is what happened to the Bapt1st In Va. and the C~ro1inae. 

'. 



IDEALIZAmON OF PAST (swt 2 ) VIOLENCE, BARBARISM 

We Americana have been accustomed to 4verldeal1ze our co10n1al torefathe 
and give them, a8 a whole, vlrtuPB which the majori ty never pOBee~. 8ed. 
We think of them 1n terms of the hest rather than 1n terms of the 
average. The ~a8t lagor and the DOugh, uncouth hardsh1ps which of 
necessity accompany plon eer ... ng 1n eV'rY new land wl11 inevitably ree.ct 
upon the people t hemselves and result in an uncouth and a partially 
wild society. 

,1 



INDIV-DEOMCRACY II (42) 

A Bap~1st petition of 1784 read.: 
~We do not ask this, Gentl&ment, as a ravor which you have a privilege 
either to grant or wlthlhold at ~lea6uret but a8 wehat we have a just elal~ 
to as treemen~ of the Commonwealth." The Pres were a180 demanding equal rights 
for all denomi nationa, "not &8 a pittance of courtesy, but, ... as their 
pa~rlmony which cannot be withheld without flagrant fraud, pttde and ln~uBtlce 
•.. " The H8l!over Presbytery made cerU1n definite demands upon govt that th1er 
meetings bs protected as adequately as were those of the EB3abl1shment, that 
they have freedom in speaking and writing upon all religious Bu gJects; that 
they have t he right to hold property for the e pport of their c urchee and "'hool 
and ther full right to enjoy the free exerc1ze of their rel1g l. on "without 
molestation or danger of incurring any pendalty whatsoever. "The petltloh 
end with: 'We are petitioning in favor of a church that i. ne1~her contempitble 
nor obscure. 

Vir1gnia couldnot have played h""i.part in the movement for t he independence 
of AmericaJIl it' there had not "een present wthhln her ~ordere a large 
dissent1ng ele~ent. created by the r :=lvlvala, favorable to her priociplee 
of the revolution; not only wa s this true of Va. 'hut everyth~re the rev1val let1~ 

- bodies which had ~een greatly increased hy the rev1vals. tonk almost unanlmouel~ 
the side of the party demanding all the right. of free men. 

,.. ,.. 



CU'IES 167 

rea11jy of hell. its prU!ary concern has always heen and stil l ' is to reach 
~ and convert people who have met defeat in the struggle o~ life. 

Hotels, food depots . 
It lives up to it. articles of war" which pledgef every soldier to fight 
anendlngly against all a1n and sinful conditions 1n our cities. 
Qxford group _movenet, American Lutaeran Frank BUchman, c ~llege students 

. persons 1n up per economic and eu evels; IlPP8F cJ leS~A where sex 
snd money have been primarily reaponslhle for wrecking God. 's plan for 

, lives - among Episc ' 
. Salvation §rmy fClIlred to deal with "down and outs", Buchman movlRnt w1th 
~ nupe and Ii .... fx onts'l. 

-lnternat ' onal church of tour 8qua~~ gospel - Aime Semple McPherson -1921 
L~s Ang, AngeluB Temple Chruch of Four Square Gospel, radio station, 

-- Bible College - born again experience; shOtnanship of most modern kind . . 

REVIVALISTIC SECTS SINCE, 880 arose in reaction to waning of r evi valiem 
,.. in most large evangelistic hodie. 

f: 

SO UTHERN 8APTEST CONVENTION - In 1937. 4.500.000 member.s 

;

1 1936 - 13.815 vhurchss - 11.972 .,ere rural chruches. les s blln 2.000 in 
ur~an centers ~ 

L~RGE8T REVIVALISTS SECTS - rsported in 1936. 12.091 cong of which 

Assemblies of God (MUra_ddo 
Chnnch of God eAnderson. Ind1an 

7,630 were rural 

Church of Chris t, 
Conser1vative Dunltrs 
Progressive Dunkers 
P'entecostal holiness 
Peateco.tal Assemh1ies of ' JC 
PllgrimHol1nesB 
Nazarene -rural and ur~an -~ape cult and econo level 

_ CHURCHES OF THE DISINHERITED/OR CHURCH' OF THE UNDERPRIVn.EGED 
Among themel\! ttpe of eevivalism succeeds andthey ·ree.ch large num"'.ers f)f 

people who do not feel at home 1n the larger evangi!.lica1 chUTches 
~ During depeession they were the most rapidly «rowing religious hodies in 

the U. S. ' 
ASBe~hlies of G~d formed in 1914; in 1926. 48.000 memhe S; 1937. 175.000 
and 3,470 churches 
Chnnch of God in Cleveland T_enn. 1ncreased 1926 to 1937 ahout 400% 
176) Similar revi valist hodies have also rism among Negroes 1n cities as well 

........... as in rur sectione of 
lLL OF TH ODIES STRESS RE ISM N NE r, .. L~~ 

I- heir god B a gOd. ~ ~ve, 0 cares tor their ccndlt1on, and w1th whom they 
, can walk anrlJta1k. Thi S close relationship With God if obta1ned .hrough 

a c nnversl on experience which 18 oftne accompani ed with joyous ac claim. 
~he memherS ot these ch':~.ebe.s stress pnr' fen y1rutee together With tit «1 . 
abstlnenc~ frOm all na;:eul ~R;i;a The veyy fact that they have inc ree.sed 
so rapidly is an indiction tliat they occupy a necessary place 

J 177)new submerged groups .,111 grow numerically strong and eventually emerge 
as middle class churche •• , gradual l y chang1ng their methods and emphases. 
As long as American. soc1ety ' is madeup of such uneven s ocial, economic, and 
cultural g roups, such d1vertiety of re11gion will of n8nesstty continue. -
(see Lee. Church unity) -
(IT IS THE CRANKS WHICH TURN THE ~IORLD) 

J-~ (..Jw-. ffttf«-1 0>1 



REVIVALISM AND REFORM 
1-

~2I) he end of the 1800. eaw tht gulf cone1dera~ly le.eeded. C1er1cal culture 
16~)learn1n~ were no lon~er Of the congre r shv and ep1co. 

\

Edueatl0n. refli1ew ) and dlNlty now characterized the ministry an services 
of many metho, the bap~lBts. and the disCiples, equally with those of the from 
erly e11te churchee. Indeed the Method 1n the towne and c1t1es hy the end Of th 
century began to get out the ro~et and the prayer hooks which had heen careful 
put aside 1n the early yeare of the church s independent exlsence and many of' t 
t h em ~n form andrltual went far beyond preshy and congr. 
164) :.t. here vas a corEeepondelng change a10B lp, the cutural and. educational stat 
us tf the la1ty of the rev1va11st~ churchee. "he denom1nat1onal collegee fol 
lo~lng the~1'11 waz Blew .tth emA.ing pap141ty 8Aat~e meth andbaot'~~~ ;:et1t
ut'1ons o1.!tnumberecl all others. ~I' reaul twas the mountin~n.Y.Wer of cnlHr e 
graduates 81~11ng 1n Baptist s , Methodi$t end Disslp'ps news. This Does noc 
mesn nec essarily that rev ivalism and education were mutually exclusve, but it 
did mean that an excess1" amotiona 80 eal would bo ~e e~ ~ectIve.W1thou 
doubt, the presence of an educted and school-reared leddersb1~ exe e 
a restraining influence on an overemotlo1'}9..11xed. company of people. Dee? 
feeling may spread with utmost a~andon thru a congreg under a vivid emotional 
appeal unleesthere are a numherof controlled lnd14iduals present - people 
a~customed to subordinate feelings to rational considerations. Thess will act 
as hulwark against the advancing tide of emotionalism; where there are educatoed 
persons in any c ng ana an educated ministry in the pulpit, there 1e amall 
chance that an extreme emotional revivalism viII arise. On thetother hand, a 
cong madeup ot people w1th 11ttle educat10n or cr1t1cal tra1s1n1ng may eae1ly 
be led into emotIonal exceeses by a rwvivallstlc preacher, who gives way to 

~hle own deep f ~eling, who shouts and gesticulates wi!dly, while tears s t ream 
down his face 8S he speaks. Highly emotionalized revivalism has alwaye !!lade the 
gpeatest appearl to persona of lit tle education. The emotions of such persons 
."pass Bw1ftly and impulsively into action." (F. M. Davenport, "Primitive Traits 
1n Rel l 1g1ous~evi~ls.,Chap 1, advanced 3 laws which helpex9lain emotional 
revivalism from the psych standpit , These a r e the lawe of sympathetic likerninde 
.dness, the law of epread, and the law of restraint. ) 

( 

l65)1n pioneer communiti s where the emphasis was placed upon ~odily developmnt 
at the expense of mental equipment and there were no people of edue tional 

.attainment, revivalism of the ext~em8 emotional type naturallY flourished. 
It waethe changing cultural climate that has been re,pone1~le for theelemlnatio 
o f much of !lie extravagant tppe of revivalism. 
165) The great numher of M. thod1st camp meet1ng grounds to " e found allover th 

, u. S. I still owned by the conference B of camp me =:ting aa SOOB hut now turned 
into middle class summer reste or meeting places for summer conts are mute 
witnesses to the social. religious, anA cultural change which has t aken place 
in Amef.ican methodism. The cond1tione whioh gave rise to the d.amp meeting 

____ have passed. 

166) CHAUTUAU~A, N.Y. - 1874 1nfluence epread all Dver the nation. (Jewish con 
Gord 1s 

---



REVIVALISM AND REFORM 

159)~'he period in American history frcm about 1830 to 1860 has 'been most aptly 
,/termed "Tpe· Sentimental Y ars" (E. Douglas Braullft. l836=6trlN. Y. 1934). It was 

.../ a, period in which organized benevlooenee flougheed 1n a hi therto unhear of 
t 1awhf)on. Missionary societies, home and foreign, tor the conversion of the 
heathen, Came into existence 1n bewIldering numher~. 
Bible and t~act societies were organi~ed with the slogan "put a bible ln every 
qome and a tract 1n eve~y hand ". 
~ocle4.teB were tormed to advanoe the cauee of temperance, to promote Sunday 
schools. to save sailors at the pc.ta and along the canalsj to fight the 
use of tobaco, to improve the d1et, to adv.ance the cause of peace, to reform 
prisons, to 8~Op prostltltlon, to colonize Negroes 1n Afrlda, and to support 
educat1on. 
There was scarcely an o~eJet of ~enevloence for "the advancement of which eo me 
instItution had not been formed. The greatest among theBe organizatIons had 
no fomal connection with the churches: outside missionary societlles, hut they 
were all the legltliate children of the revivl~ of the time. There were 
elght great SOCieties: --the great eight"" as they were called - whcih were 
largely of rice red by the Sew School PreB~Y reJ'vaJ1et laymen. most of whom had 
come under the influence of Chaslee G. Finney. The -moet consplc1oue of these 

-were the b~ohher8, Lew.~and Arthur Tappan, wealthy N. Y. merchants whose 
~enevol'nt g1~ng reached out 1n .very direction and in every goog cause. 
160)It has be.n~ated that wherever Charles G. Finney went he always left "ehln 
scpres of young men 'emancipated from sin and Calvinism and overflowlng wlth 
benevolence tor unsaved mankind. u The gospel he preached encouraged men -to 
work as well as helieve,' and as a rdeult there vas always -a mighty in:fluen<re 
toward reform'. Perhapde thechi~f elfnficance of Cha~les G. Flnnery lies 

' not much in the tact hat he vas the 1nstrument in ad.ding tens of thousands to 
. the acti~e ranks of the American churches as 1n the circumstance that theee 

new conver.s became act1~e partiCipants 1n every forward mcvement of the t1me. 
(Seldes. 1820-JOs revival last to have any profound effect gpon the soclAl 
and 1mXKzxal lite of the American people. 

nattonal 
Revival of 1857. out ot .hat carne the lntroduction of the YMCA into Amerlcan 
cities. It prOdUced the leadeship such ao that of DWIGHT L. MOODY, out of which 
came the religious work oazried on in the armtes during the civil war. It 
gave 1..Ilpett.s to the creatt · n 01 the Christ'e" and Satl1'al'y OB~.l'lss'o[ls end 
the numerous Freedom Societt1es whiCh vere formed in the midst of the War. It 1 
1s a elgnficnatfact tha ~t all the henevolent enterprises flourished during 

~the alY11 war, and the perIod saw charities on a larger scale t~An ever ~efore. 
Though WaB always loosens the pnrse strings, charitable giving at any time 
must depend chiefly upon people whoee sympathies arethe most touched ~y 
the Buffsrlng of their te110wmen. and in the great maJorlty ot instances they a 
are the onea whose hearts have heen warmed ~y a divine flame. 

(
163) Changes in Ame6 re~lvalism largedly as result of the changes ln cultural. 
economlc. sodal !nd religious clilate 
1865-1878 - The mergence of Modern Amerlca - country no longer prsdominatnly 
a frontier and although new population from Europe were moving rapidly into 
great prtir.e regions they were ~rought to their newhomee hy steam~oat and 
rail, and the day o"f the oxcart> andcoverred wagon was rapidly fad.lng into the 
past. . 
THE RISE OF THE CITY 1878-1898 _ rapid changee in the soclal ann economic 
c11t5te of Ame ri c.a. The" years rOllowing the War 'het the states saw rapid cultura 

-changes. in the two 'Drincipal revivalistic churches, the Metnodists and Bapt1st£ 

(

At the beg of the 1800s, the educat .ional and culllural chasr!! het the churcneB 
whtch had a college-tralned mlnistry and those . ln which the educatlonal 
standards for the ministry were oractically non-existent ~~s deep and wide. -- . 



., 
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REVIVALISM & REFORM MOVEMENTS (Swt) - .. -"I. 

152) The many Reform -moveme_nts · which s:wept o:ter the English-speaking wnrld: 
1n the latter" !. 1700s and ·ear1y 1800s owed !!Iuch of ~Im ... the1r 1mcetuB 
to reVIvalism •. The new humanitarian im:pulee which lay 'hack or all E!uch· . 
~ovements has a d1rect relationsh1p t n the revlvallatic emphas1s unon the 
ineetBble worth (" f' ~ a.ch 1ndlvidual ~ soul. If all men are equal in God's ' 
sight then it beh~oves Christan men t o see to it that the~ underprlvlle~ed, 
the unfortunate. and the downtroMen have a hetter, clm.nce 1n this worlti. 

-
The men back of the crusade 1n England TO ABOLIS ~ TR _DE - ~ W11bert 
A rc G , Sh D, an _ were evang~11ca18. Up tn 
"about the middle of the cent, salvery and s 't.ave trade had heen acc!,eted 
as a mat t er of eouree. Although sla ",ry had ""en ou1:1awe~. 1n Engalnd (hy 
Lo~*- Mansf1e1d'.-dec1s1on 1n 1792) that any slave hrogught to Eng1ann 
&utftmatlcally became free, many Englishmen had «rown rich through slave 
trade. It had been est1mated that the Eng11sh slave trad ers alone, from 

- flrEt to laBtlBhlpP~d ity egmeTihere ' ~'<@ 2 ml11'on N8g~oes to Amer'c~. One of t 
the resul te of the 18th cent revivals waB the tendering of men-I s co elcences 

" . . 

f' , , 

1n regard to such matters as the slave ~r ade and the ho1d1ng of . 
~human be1ngs 1n boddage. Aa the · ~nge11ca1 movement grew 1n England, the 

hum'her - of 81aver"y ' haters likewise increased. They were joined hy men 11ke 
,Wm Pitt Edmnnd Burke, anrl Charles Tames 'Box _ men imbued ~"lth the 
revolutionary philosophy t~at all men are created equal and have the ri ~ht to 
lire" llherty and the pareul t of happiness. Together theee" two group f! we!'e 
eventaal1y able 1n 1807 to force thru Parliament the ~111 fathered hy 
Wil"er~or.ce to abolish the a1ag.e-trade. 
1530 John Wesley let t er, Beb. 24, 1791, sent to W11"erforce 

154)The storh of the re1at1onsh1p of the evang e11ca1 groups to slavery 1n 
a. has been exce11snt1y told ~y Pro. lewehr 1n H1s Great Awaken1ng 1n Va. 

(Ch xl. ALL THE REVIVALIS'I'IC EEl !ilIO!!:; BOt!IES IN THE SOlJTHtEN CQT,ONI!!:S 
DEVELOPED SOONG AN'I'I SLAVEI!Y ViEWs ANn BY THE C1:osEjii Tl£wAi FOR 
INDEPENDENCE, llANUMIS5TON 0" "LA"E& HAl) BECCl!:E INCREASINGLY COMMON, PAP.TICIA? 
AMONG THO SE PEopFiiiiio HADLS;';; RET IGTOTiSi:3iAW~KFNrii The r evlv al had a180- ·· 
re&ched great nu~bere of Negroes and many slaves were received into the 
chu r ch. The Presby, BaptI.te, and Methodbete took 8tn~ng ofricAl anti-
slavery act1 0na 1n the 1780s. 
THE FEST ANTI_SLAVERY IMPLUSE IN N. ENGLAND CAME rROl~ SAMUEL HOPKINS, 
the minister ~he First Congreg Church 1n Newport, R.I., one of the moet 
a c t1ve elave-1>rad1ng ports 1n Amer1c a. IIGl.PKINS ~TAS THBJtIIOI'l' PRINCIPAL 
1illP0NENTS OF THE REVIVALISTIC CALVINISM OF JONATHAN EDWABllS, STRESSING 
PARTICULARLY THE BOCTBINE OF DISINTERESTED BENEVOLENCE· THE IDEA THAT 
HOLINESS CONSITS I N DIBINTERES!!:ED BENFJrgUI'PF OR DISINTERESTED LOVE FOR 
"BEI NG IN GENERAL" . Since Negroes, Indians, and uno.erprivileged :people, 
where~er they m~y be, are a part of "~elng in general" they must cmme in 
tor~elr share of the true Christian's cr-ncern. I' .as this emphasis in 
N.England theology that was largely re8pone~~le for the retnvigorating of 
N. England religious Itfe, and for the sending out of an ever- i ncreas i ng '~ 
stram .of young men 1mbued with the .. 1deas, who were a"le to /lake 1eacle!!.hL 
1n many reform mo~'ements 1n Arreriea during the 1800-18508. Young men went a 
goutz ask1ng · themse1ve e , "Am I w1111ng to ·he damned forthe glory of God? 

A part· o f Bemue1 Hopk1ns theo10g1ca1 sys:tem was .. general atonement - that 
ls, that Christ died t o eave a l l s1nners, IndlQ~8 ann Negroes ae well as 
N. Engalnd Congregationalists. 
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Sweet>, x1v REVIVALISM 

No phase of religious development of .America has been mo~e mlsundereblod 
and as a consequence more mal~ed than has revivalism. It has ~EX 

-' been the vl~tlmB ot" much cheap debunking and has suffered at the hands 
Of writers who have been interested only 1~ ita e~ceBse6. 

(
' 1) Revl .. allsm has "'een 'theI chief pat t ern of Prot activity lnAmp.ricalll frClm 

the f1rst th1rd of the 18th cent to w1th1n a generation of our own time. 

140) PCEITIVIE BY PRODUCTS OF REVIVP.LIS~l 

It 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~en~~the~eat~~~~~~~~~' 
It has served to englarge the mbersh1p of churches, of all denom1nations and 
greatly incre sed the impact of religion on ~~ life. 

HIGHER ED -147) Strange as it may Beem to .those WHO THINK OF ~EVIVIATISM ONLY 
IN TERMS OF IGNORANCE, SIIPERSITITION, AND AN AN EXGIlER"TED EMOTIONALISM, 
THERE I~ A VERY CLOSE RELATIONSHIP BET. THEE HISTORY OF HUGHER EDDd IN 

MERICA AND RE'!IVALIBM. 
Of-the 9 co on a 0 leges, the 6 est betw~en 1740 and 1769: 

PENN: PRINCIETON (College of NJ, was the child of the Pres revivalists and 
WaB est 1n 1746); COLUMBIA, RUTGERS ,BROWN DARTMOUTH ' 
these 6 colleges had some relationship either directly or indirectly to 

" the great colonial awakening. PrwvlouB to the colonial reVivals, only the 
2 est churches - the Cong and the Eplcp _ had founded colleges. None of the 
dissenter bodies were n us enut to support :2. coll"'ge un Ie" 19a1e had 
increased members, nor colld the have on~ so xc M dIe co10n1 
nand e there wer no es • e .ur 
PR NCETON, the <:\ . ~ge 0 ,wa$ the child of the Pres"y revivalists an" w .. 
est 1n 1746 (the "'year that Wm 'fBnnents Log College .. was closed aB reulst of 
thefohder's death. ) 

! PRINCETON'S FIRST FIVE PRESIDENTS _ Jonathan Dickinson, Aaron Eurr, az~xS 
JONHATHAN EDUWAF.DB, SAlillEL DAVIES, AND SAMUEL FINLEY _"ERE ALL OUTSTANDING 
REVIVALIST PBEAQHERS. 
GEORGE WHITEFIELD (see G~1) part in the est of colle ? .... 1n colonial Ameri co 
funlshes an interestingchapter in the hlst of the beginnings of higher ed 
in this country. He Was the i ndirect founder d~e Co~lggf of PR1e; and vas 
an 1mportant influende in the founding of B~'nceton and Dar~outh.He dl.d his 
best also to turn his Georgia opphanage in~ a college and~he refuesl of the 
Kings Privy Council bo permit to est int en an Intp.rdenom1nat1 nal heels, as h ' 

deSired, which caused him. to ahandon the enterpriee. 
The influence of the second great awa enin u~nn the est Of colleges is alBo 
eas11v dUGe-Pflible. Natura Y many young men" 0 a experence . '. ion 

__ in the ~reat revivals felt the call to the ministry. To carry out that desire 
meant edu ~ cat1nal pr}tpration: that 1n tu.rn meant thp. est ot academies and 
colleg es to meet the In:reased demand foran educa t ed. ministry. The requirement ! 
1n Presby law that all candida&es forthe ministry must have a dlploffia nf 

~ Bachelor or Master of Arts from a college or unlveretly, nr at least a 

l
testlmonal of having gone throuh a regular cou8se of study, mreant th~ t the 
!I~P~l!1 Wfi~~ THE FIRST Tn FEEL THE DE,OfAND FOR COLLEGES IN THE nST. HOW THEY 

.T AND IS INDIVI CATED BY THE FACT THAT OF THE 40 COLLIDES AND UNIV 
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REVIVl.LI811 .AND REFORM MOVEMENTS 
EARLY 19th cent. Revivalism, likewise was the CREATOR OF STRONG ANTI~ . 

___ SLAV·ERY SENTIMENT. David Rice, the father of lI.re.,>yterianism in Kentuc.ky,. 
held that slave •• wan as much a creature of ~od and a8 entitled to hie 
11~erty 8e was his maeter, and th~t slavery was entirely out , of harmpny 
wi th the Republican form of govet. Many of the .. front T RS 

'-' WERE STRONG ADVOCA.. SlJ[VES. David Barrow, a 

'. 

well- pnown 8. Ba;tlst pre char, wa s convinced tha slavery cont rary .to the 
lawe of God and anture" ae ~el1 as inC 0nststente with t he reoubl1can forms 
of govt and 1n order to escape from it, he moved over the mts . 
Letters show Va. Methodists who moved to Ohi o in the early 18 00s in 
order to get away from the inequittsDs insUUoo. T'leir le t ters to Va. · 
relat lves c ontaln'ng numerous refe to the satisfaction they feel 1n :l lvlng 
in a land of liberty, and they are cnstantly urging their Va. relations 
to Jo~n them. 
(slave-owning Hethodlet hemoane the ' ownership of slaves. II~S this ~ a 
Ufe for a Christian to lead?" .. 
Among the most in t eres t ing antl-a lauery movements in the . early years 
of the last century wa. that among West . Baptistis . In 1807, t he anti
slavery Ba,t1sts 1n Iy organlz -=.d a separate ·As so clat 1Qn of' ant1-Slavery 
BajlUat chlZrches which was known as the 'Frisnds of Huaantty" ABSci". ". It 
was adopted what waS knewn as the Tarrant1s tlules, the first nne be1ng 
that no person vas to '>e admitted t o the churches composing the Assoc if he 
appeared fri~ndly to perpetual slavery. Another rule provided that in no cas 
was a mem~er .0 purchase a slave except to rescue .a slave from perpetual 
slavery, and even in such a Case it was to he done 1n wuch a way 8S the 
churches approved . uFriends of Huanity Assoc· were later formed 1n Il11n01s 
and Missouri, all pledged to tre Bame .nti~slavery principles . (ww ewee~, 
Rel ig ion on the Amor~can Frontier, The Baprlt.sts, N.Y . . 1931, Ch V, 
Anti-Slavery Movements Among Baptists' 21Kxx 77-101 

THE SOLITION MOVEI!ENT FATHERED BY WM LLOYD GARRISON FOUND ITS LARGEST SUPPOB 
IN N. ENGALND ANONG BAPTIS ITS ·AND METHODIST, AND NOT A.>!ONG CONG AND UNITA 
RIANS AS HAS BEEN GENERALLY AS SUl1Ep. TOO much credit, or discredit, for . · - , 
the abolit1on movmenet has · been · gf en to cons.plclous· Un t:tar1an leaders 
Buch as Theodore? Parker, wheareas lt woul:4 have . amounted to 11ttle 1f theBe 
had not been a large f ollowing in the rural··town and count ryside where tte 
revivalistic chruches hadtht1r greatest strength. ~ 
(G. H. Barnes, The Anti-Slavry Impulse (NY 19))) .90-91. 
A check on the delgates attedning the An t i-Slavery SoCiety convention 
in 1835 ehowed that 2/) were ministers, and 2/) of them were either 
Baptls1ts or Methodists. ~t was assumed by Bostonians .hat Boe ton was 
the moral reform center· or the nation, which 1s ('ertainly not borne out ae 
far as anti-slavery reform is c cncerned. In th1s re9pec ~t Boston lagged 
far "ehind· the rural and small town. s. . 

157 )Lane Theolog Seminary, C.1n.cin-Theo Dwight Weld, a "?Chas Finnefy conver·t 
pr&ml.sed NY phllanthrop1st Lewis Tappan to agitate and '·diecuss among studen· 
the a1)olltlon of slavery • . Stud·ente opened sc~oolB r ror "blacks, reading 
rooms, librariss, tingled, / StUdent abobition society was abolished, 
students were forb idden. t ·o discuss 'subJect. Lane students migrated to 
Oberl!n, 1n its infancy,Asa Maham be came f1:rst pres; students Insl tlng on 
call to Chas Finney as prof of theology to Oherlin. Finney carried on as 
revi valist and teacher . His solution of the slavery issue was to c~ebt 
the slaveholders and all his early students, who went forth from ·O'>erlin 
to carryon anti_slvary evangelism, used the flnnery meh ods. It wae 
this move~ent which cEeated a new anti-slav ery Implusle dest1ned to ~e far 
more important historically than Garrison!an abol l tiog 

. , 
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IMMORALITIES OF EARLY AMERICA 

II?} In the period of the Revolution, and!n the years immediately following, 
RELIGIOUS AND MORAL CONDITIONS OF TIlE COUJIT!lY AS A WHOLE REACHED THE LO~IEST 
EBB TIDE IN THE ENTIRE HI ETORY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. And 1t was 1n the 
very midst of this period of moral and religious depression that the great 

~ western migration began. 
Onemiss10nary reporting from the Western Reserve of Oh10 1n 1826, 
region se t tled largely by Conn. people, obsrerved that the people of the 
region through coming trom lie land of Bbies and Sa'hhaths and Ministers and 
Church~s,u now act like freed nrisonere M• The find t hemselves 1n a country 

-r. "where they can fight against God without fearing man." 
. In N. Engilanc1 they walllec1 the courts of Goo's house; "They c1eny X 1n this 

lanc1 of sinful l1\!>erty.' 

(
118) The greatest s1n Is curse of the wh~le country at this ~erioo and 

. esp of the raw frontler, was home-made whiskey. 

p.7)Perhaps no immIgrant society ever,J res1sted more sucoessfully the ef~eot8 , 
of the1r 1mm1grat10n than dic1 Hew Eng~lnc1. Thto was due to the type of 
leadership whioh such men as Bradford, ~w8ter, Wlntftrop, the Mathers, 
and the Cottone furnished. 

/' -COARSE; AND RUDE CONSITIONS OF LIFE 
1679, the Congregational. ohurches of NE met tn reforming synod to e&neider 
"decay in re11gion." 

f 60me of the evils liated by the Synod were Pimprecation in ordtnary discourse 
, l intemperance, want or truth and promise ~reaklng. 

[

_EXTENT OF INTEMPERANCE _ 17300 1n Boeton alone, A MILLION AND A QUARTER 
GALLONS OF RUM WERE MANUFACTURES truCH OF IT FOR HOME CONSUMPTION. Buoy rum 
mills were turning out their 11q~~d pots ton 1n every aeaooard town in NE . r -WIDESPREAD SEXUAL LOOSENESS 1n N. E., even among the most respeotahle fam111e 

14)Or the 101 colonists who came ov er 1n Myflower, only a mere dozen conetlt 

1 utec1 the memoersh1p of the fiBst ohurch; scareely a 1/5 of the M.ss Bay settle 
who founc1ed Boston anc1the other settlements acout the Bay, were even prnf 
eaSing Chlrstla s. 

1662 - the famous half way covenant was adopted, wh1ch perm1ttec1 a t way 
church membership whereby moral people w~o had not had a religious e~perlence 
were. dmltted to a i way relationship. his permitted them to receive 
baptism but~~o partake of the Lordls sup per. Great maj orlty of the 
people w&re fully .at1sf1ec1 w1th th1e half way relationship. 



Sweet-. xi INDIVIDUALISM _ EMOTIONALISM 

The Amer1c~ n society throughoat most Of our hiet~ry may be charact~rlzel 
ae a people in motion. Under euch conditions religioue is bound to l~uis 
h restultlng 1n the deoline of church mem~rBhlPJ and calling for new waye 
of bringing religloun to the atteation of 1ndi.1duals, since soc1a1 pressu 
re in either rentirely · abe.nt or greatly leeseded. 

A society in m6t1on i. always an indivlldaal1stic society. It ie in a 
statis society that institutions flourish, where the individual is more 
or less automatically merged xttk into the group . A religi on therefore 
whioh was to make··an appeal to an individuaUetic BOoiety must make its 
chief concern the Drohlem and needs of the oo~mon man; it mu ~t ernohaeixe 
the fact that salvation is to a large degree a 1" re~nal matter, that i" 
is dependent upon individual d·ecietons. Reviva11sm flourished !>eca"se its 
appeal was to indiv1duals. 1n a real sense it may b! characterized a8 

~ ab Americanization of Xty, for 1n it Xty vas ehapert to Amerlca t s needs. 
The Prot churches in America which have the largest membership today 
and are the most evenly distributed· throuhgout the nation are those which 
stressed the persona' '" re"glnn at at a time when Amer sooiety 
vas dom i nantly indivlduali s tlc. The emphasis in American democracy upon 

~ freedom of the indiVidual conscience ~a8 given the pe~Bonal empha~B 
in rellgi nits graat opportunity. And oneof the reaSons for the gradual 
decl~ne of revivallsm ls because the IMPERSONAL IN RELIGION HAS BEEN 
GRADUALLY BECOMING DOMINANT OVER THE PERSONAL . 

To personalize religion 18 to !MOTION~IZE IT. Jonab) Rn Edwa~. in abs 
'RELIGIOUS AFFECTIONS' made rel1gioDa,emotion.l:~ u!lxtheologic.ally 
and intellectually respectable. But Xty has never been simply emotional 
fervor; on the other hand, it is more than reason and inte ll~ct. In 
certaln real&a or lite emotion ls a better guid4 than reason. And that is 
true _t in the hlgher . realms more ~r.quently than in the lower. And 
yet overemotionaliKed religlon deserves all that can be sald in 
condemnat lon. 



NGEATIVE BYPRODUCTS OF EVANGEL.ISM 
140) Revivalism has not been a 100% asset to rel~glon; tndeed, 1n not a ~eF,W 
1ns~ances it heB ~e en the cause of unfortunate consequences. 

(

AMONG THE CHIEF OF THESE HAS BEEN CONTROVERSY AND DIllISION. REVIVALISM IN FACT 
HAS BEEN ONE OF THE llOST DIVISIiVE FACTORS IN ORGA REL.IGION IN AMERICA. IN 
EVERY ONE OF THE SEVERAL PHASES OF COLIINIAL RVI 1IALS. CONTROVUERSY AND DIVISION 
RESULTED. 
_Dutch min1steree and churches 1n N. J. divided into two warring camps, and 
bitterness engenerged, espe on the part of the anti-revivalists, here little 
resembaance to that meek spirit wh1Ch the New Teet enj~ln8. 
-The Log College Revival divided colonlal Pre~hy into 2hQ.S.t.U19- d'vls1ons I 
New Side end Old Sid.e. --

r-_New Eruflla.nd Congregationalism _ most prolonged and most dlsaetrloue 1n its 
consequences _ a turmoil which,lseted mape !han a half century ~ 
~COND AWAKENING WAS EVEN MORE DI!)IDISE IN ITS- EFFEe'l'S than theco1onial revi va1s 
The Pree'1Y l'tere the ' prlnclppl victims of diviSion, eepe those which a.rose 
as a reBUlt of the fttDntier influences. THE INELASTICITY OF PRESBY DOCTRINE 
~~POLITY was largelyresoonslble tor thee; Unfortunate rEsults. Any at tempt 

modify stitf bocked Ce'V~n18m ot_the Westminster Cre~ or the polity 
these embodied hoogght controvuery and eventually schism. In faot, fru!~e 
were three dlstlncltve Preehyt divisione which took place on the early frotnelr 
all as a c02eQa.ence of revi"aUem: THE CUMBERLAND PRESBYT SCHISo/THE NE~! 
LIGHT SCHISt· AND THE SHAKER BCHISM. (Prine ton Ill. in 1850 11 Pres church •• fo 
a few thous nd people; Bl~omlngton, Indiana, 8 churches) 
REV. CHARLES CHAUNCI of First ChRrch. Boston. most influential Boston minister 

of his time, was most able critio of colon1al revlvfI.llsm. Hie "'ook, SEASONABLE 
THOUGHTS ON tHE STATE OF RELIGION IN NEW ENGALND publ in 174) condemned 

LEENSORIOUSNES]Daf reVivalists; invading pari she~ or;(other ministers uninviteo; 
practicle of permitting uneducated persons to take upon themselves the preaching 
Og the word of god, and confUSions nd ults Which accompanied revivals. j 
R~vivals aleo fostered doctt n er~DDe contraey to E~ e cor~ect doctrIne 
of the gospel. Another argument advanced was that the practice of relvaliste 
holding meeti • ~n weekdays took poor pe r, work and thus 
encourggBd shiftlessness, an n on that the eocalled unner clasFes were 
becom1ng fearful of what revivalism mIght do to their privieleg positinn. 

113) The cont"UQ'on end disorder which rev'ya~ undouhteldy fostered in the 
~rontier and espe lit tlnthe camp meet'ng struck a hlow at orner and dlgn1tI in 
lIorenllp from thwich the reviValist churches ha'!e not yet .. fUlly l'ecov@I'efl.. Often 
in the camp meetings a dozen different ~B or Bongs would ~e sung at onee. 

Antoher unfortunate influence comIng out of revl'!I'illBm was the tQPeeot' reltgio 
songs used, many of which were the cnRdeat naggerel. J-

145) Rev h 8 been responsible for overem'Dh~A"'"1I' t}tc emet' orAl pnd underefilt iHlA 
tlng the tlonal element 1n religious exper .1nca. Too often e'Ven tod.ay the lOt 
ministere 0 A . S en re y overlook or at least largely neglec 
their ~eac~ing function. Their people are nnt_ well grounded the great Xan turth 
They have comie into the church of the ~tB of An emptional exneriecne and 
when that emtional experience cools o~f ere s n anything e To ue 
Davenportls wo s, ~ me not . a e reason wes too 
g.reat a. debt to it. II. Y aB never lleen simply emotions. _cnor. much lees •.. 
fanatictsm or superstition. " On the ~ther~Bnd, reli~1on 1s mo r e than reason 0 
tnteriect; 1t-1s fundamentally A great em~nn an; : m1an Off;ie::ost or our-
great deesl10ns are made emotionally. In ~ertain .~e_J_B of , ___ , _wttJtion 1s 
a 'better gu1.de than reason. And that .w ture or. the biR:her realms more f':e,,-uqnotl 
than in the lower. Our hames aloe hullt on the ""asts of a ~reat emotion; men an 

women underake the gr t 
emotion. aa sacrifice.aI dut18s of life carried foreard 

oy a /l)reat 



Errors of though~ are as frequent and profound as errore of emotion. Bordon 
P. Boune (?) thus criticizes purely emotional relig ion. Though Xty i. the 
r eligion of I6ve, he says, ' yet love is mo~e than a great emotion, f or it 
Itabides in the wi~! rather In- the feeling " and . its. dtstingulsheing mark c onstst 
in the set purpose to pleaEe andto e erve?U Ons cann"t live a rounded Xan ,life 
w.o. "bnth reason and. emotion; - they go han", 1n hand .and ~1)h are nec. in the 
d evelopment of the hggher life. . . 



CITIES 167 
ASTONISHIN(} (}Kl'o'TH OF A.~ERICAN CITIESX FROM 1880 TO 19008 WAS ONE OF MARVELS 
OF A(}E 
-Bet 880 and 1890, Rural population declined not onl in old N England state. 
but 1n Buch B a ee as 0 n ana, w 
From close of civi FOREI(}INERS OF ALL 
KINDS ENTERED • S. , MORE THAN DOJIBJ.E pop OF N. EJAT.ANJ) _ caused grave 
apprnenBion that the bawlc 4merlcan ideals andprlnc1p~ would ~e completely 
.wamped by the first mas. of foreign born. Following turn of the century at 
1900.,numbets entetng thecou~try was even larger - 1889, 68 towns of Mas •• 
ineludip~ largest were g$verned byIriBh. ---

168) RELWIOUS CRISIS WAS CREATED THRU MASS IMMIGRJlTION, COMPARABLE TO THAT 
OF EARLY PART OF LAST CENT. AS A RESULT OF 1l'ESTERN MOVEMENT OF POPULATION 
_ CUT OFF FROM HOLD HOMES, OLD CHURCHES, 

COMPETITION FROM CITY ENTERTAINIMENT; NE~r TlJPE OF SPECTAC1ILAR CITY REVIVALISM 
AROSE: THE CITY (}AVE RISE TO PROF ,REVIVALIST - VOCATIONAL EVANGELI~r 

169 AS (}REPTEST OF ALL PROF REVIVALISTS - evangel career bega 
immte allowing war, ended in 1899 in the mist of thE great meeting 
1n Kanaas CIty . --
-All hi. great meetings were city campaigns 
Conservative in theology, a literalist in his interpre of Scripture though never 
a bigot, with a flat voice, antsn UN(}RAMMATICAL IN SPEECH, WITH SERMONS 
PREACHED OVER AND OVER A(}AIN, MOODY'S SUCCESS IN POINTING MEN TO THE XAN 
way of l~ was truly astonishing. 
THE IMPRESSION WAS LEFT THAT THERE WAS TRUTH BEHIND THE MAN GREATER HHAN HE 
170)CITY EVANGELICALS WHO FOLLOWED MOODY wer~ all more or les8 in 
Moo.dy traidtion though none ever squaled him in the total andlasting infl1B1ce 
which t~ey vxerted - all converoat1vein theology, majority Presbyt. 
Reuben orrey, college gradj Wl1hur Chapman, B. Fay Mille, Sam Jones, George 
~tY~~r ~ E Biedenwolf ~LLY S!!NPA'i~ITHOUT FORMAL SCHOOLING, ALL PRE 'CHED A SIIPLE, EASILY UNDERSTOO 
(}O B L MESSAGE 
In the latter years of this type of city evangelism, there was a~eat emphasis 
placed on high organized mach in ery set up by huslneee agents who 
demanded that great sums of mosey he euhecribed ~e~ore the meetings could ~egln 
BILLY SUNDAY CARRIED THE BlIm TIME EVANGELISM TO AN EXTREME E~UALED BY NONE OF 
HIS CCNTEMPORARIES. HE UTILIZED ALMOST TO PERFECTIONTHE TECHNIQUES OF BIG 
BUSINESS IN ORGANIZING HIS CAMPAIGNS. A VERY LARGE SUMS WERE SUBRCRIBED TO 
CARRY THEM FORWARD. He claims to have uro'ached to 80 million people during the 
course of his carrero He always rated large headlines in the newspapers and 
in other waye a t tracted the a t tention of the public generally . This technique , 
however, by the middle of the 1920s had begun to pall on the puhl~andduring th 
last years of his life his inflUence andpo pulerity had greatly declined. 

/

171) They reached thou san~ of people who had lost contact with th~hes, th 
they fought the groRBer eiRs COmTO" t o city 11fe and they I1fted~ 
standard,e. None Beem to have effected any la,rge Boclal :eeforma .except Ye that 
was~rought about through reformedlives . B~lY Sunday, however, did have 
a determining influence in bringing in~e~ erB:> 
From Moody influence, a new type of col1ege,unIt revivalis~ - 1M ~roA. apoeal f 

_ tor dedication of young life to the cause of converting the wnrld in a 
g eneratl (!n. 
172) During years when Moody influence at its highest, SALVATGNNARIIY lIt1troudced 
from mhgalnd to Arnetica in 1878 - in ten years worked in every large dty 
in America. Using old !'ev,i va l1stic melihode, with preacheing >,ased upon the 

reality of sin, the d1vinity of X, and his atoning death, and ths awful 
; : 

.. .... . . 
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j the national media South" and Southerners prevailed in so much 
and in the discussions of many non-South~ rners during the primary. 
car.Jpaigns land even l~ter) that suggested that the world froID which 

.JiI!lmy eatter springs continues to be perceived as one not distantly 

t 
Z , 
~ 
~ 
~ 

~ 
~ r , 
" i 
! removed froID "th,e exotic and pri.thitive peoples ll of thE:' Orient that f 

Prof . Eleade alludes to in his essay. Even in the face of . the i 
torrents of neY/sprt!/~it£!lrn~i@i ~Rd tMl vision report age about Carter ,I 

,;d __ A:' ner~.oJ)ally and the ~ns an po 1 lea ;;:ecca that Plains, Georg ia, bas 
F~! ~:I:: ea- «.c.b"'''''';!'':\ ~ 

~n",,",,(in every AlIlerican living ro~m.te..J~\3~~ v~a~n ~2h Ii 
justification .on September 11, 1976tlin an Op;Ed column in the New . 

York Times (liThe Friendly stranger ll )\ about "those voters" in New . I) t 
Hamphshire, 'Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Wisconsin "who find hiIiI. (Gov. carter) ~.' 

I different I and a Ii ttle puzzlingll. Shannon then admcilnished that_ \He ; 
(Ca:t:terl must cease being a friendly stranger and be seen as tJ::!.eir I 
forceful champion.

1I 

,'.' 

In an effort to respond to this puzzlement about him, Gov. 
Carter gave an · extensive interview to the National .Cathol ic News 

Service on August 10th. In tharerticle, carter sought to minimze 

the reported estnangement toward kttJIx him because of "the re.ligiouB 

issue" and the actualities of prejudice against him because of his 

p rouDunced Southern Baptist religious convictions. "I bel~eve t" 

Carter said, that the se-c~lled prejudice ag&i~t me because I'm a 
Baptist was overestiLIilated to begin with. Most people il.l this countr.v, 

·1 t~nk, have a remarkable abserce of prejudice because .of .one's 
religion ." 

Carter then. added, "Because of my success i.:Q the primaries, 

people . began to study the beliefs of Southern Ba)Jtists and they detected 

a very strong inclination to sep4rate church and state on my part, as 

was expressed very clearly by John Kennedy when he met with Protestant 

.ministers in HOlls·ton in 1960". I think as they've learned what our 

relig~ous beliel's: we·re, their concerns were alleviated." Carter's 

final point vias that "our public opinion polls have shown, since the 

(Democratic) convention, on ~ natiC!:nwide basis, tha t I hav~ strong 

support among all relig ious groups and that there . is no pre judice 

against me be·cause of my re ligion. II 

\. 
The political wisdom of wanting to dovmplay the r~ligiou9 factor 



But there are lIexistential situations!! and ' a "cultural universe 11. ?!".;-
""",,,, .. ~ "tt~' ~ \.< Ic.~", --.". fr,..( kAc.t w.,.,J .. "tt-J "1 ..... _f ... f\.<.u-.q ',,. eo .... "'''I(d),.... a .... ~~ 

the emerging South esa A siop1e reference to Southern Bappist 
- • .,..... ...,q"","~.J ~ ') al. c...%-, ...... t:.. ~~ - ~ '" ~ 

~ coommtwent to "tp.e separation of chuch and state 1l only peit8:FEi QrJ.er' 
....."tw ~ Such slogans do " . 
~ 'trAC j SilJBilW:J: met 1iJm2 not begin to do justice to a mucj!. broader and 
~ ~."..... '~ ..... ~fl..< ~-I\.. Jo-" 1of',., ~. 

richer inheritance of ideals and values that are part of Southe rn 

1 t d 1 - .... t,.'1f J- - S" {v e ll ure an re ~g~on , nor do~ ~~ a~e up ~de~uat~ey to the problem~s 

and threats to America n democracy and pluralism whe~h are also 

pant of haat corn~le x legacy , all ofJ which are nOt'1 rising to the 

na tional surface. 

The wide sense of surprise, even astonishment, that a 

Souther~er, and an "up-frontll evangelieal Southern Christian ( to use 
.' as 

the Rev. James \;a11 's phI-ase) could contend successfihUy 1'lu: hBe 

KRS± Democratic ~artyl s p·residentaal nmninee suggests that l the .-: 
. . 

bitter legacy of regional pride ,amli. prejudic'e, 

deposited by the trag;ic \var Bet\'/een the States 

and politica l susLicion 
. ~tlou 

is Xi still not(f1ent. 

In··a ~poignant essay ent~tled, IICould the . Civil War Have Been :Prevented?-¥- . 
- .. 
(Christian Century, March 31,1976), Prof. Samuel S. Hill, Jr., .a"t ::'lOr 

of Religion and the ' Solid S.outh, deplore·s ¥the ravages ll suffered by 

America over the p~st 110 years in the wake of. '.'the harsh conflict of 

1861-1865." In addition to the loss of an estimated 610,000 live s -
, 

360 , 000 in t he ser vice o£ the Union and .250·, 000 in t he··'serv i ce o f 

the Conf"eaepate States of Anerica - \,/i th countless thous ands of others 

r:;·a imed, dismembered or less · severely wounded, Prof . · Hill counts ·: among 

the costs of the Civil \-Jar to America "the ~ pride and prejudgce 

the conflict engendered in ~oth r egional SOCi{£tiese ~nliJt:.e Pres iden t 

_ Lincoln, each . was convinced that the Lord \'/as on i t s side and so 
denounced the other as i mmoral· ·or imperious. Un t il very recently r.!ost 

Yankees and Rebels spoke openly of t heir superiority over the other 
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in -terms of quality of their life and, "moral r esponsibili ty . If the 

South is· open t o1he charge of bavinf!; squand.ered most of i t s psychic 

ener gy on the -ta~hrO~iSm of segr egation (and sl~very befor e fua t ) , 

the I~orth rnay- be accused of having o iadirected rnany of its attitudes 

toward the benightedness and inferierity -0~ southerners and 

.southern \OIaYS . H 

D~ . Hill cites the case of a distant relative froQ the 

Deep, South who lias a c hild r efused to step outs ide his family 1 s 

car· par kedr on a Cincinnati street 0Ut of a seBBs of be-strangement 

city . 

and con tempt for tpe r esidents offuat (border) norbhe rn 
1'\ 

As rece~t~y as t wo decades ago such a pesponse was not . 

altogaeber exceptiona l " - and t he same might be said of analogous 

I 

incidents i nvolving northern condescens i on tO~lard cit i zens of Dixie . II 

Is t hat mentality IVCliID: not unlike the" tendendy El eade r efers 

to, as that of viewing the other as. IliIJI!la ture' 'epi!sodes or 

abe r rations from an exemPlary history of man ~q and somethi ng al ien) 

not integral >lith- the hi s tory of the hum~n spirit?' 

So extensive have been suc h psychological obstacles 

in the pa st that it i s virtually in~vitable t hat many people, 

' .... ~./ includfN'v ariou~ eltLes , have f ailed <Or resisted fa~ing -the ~ 
" 3\Y'\~ - ~ , ' 

data of the~ chang~s of the New Seuth. V/hile t he~ is ~ grO\,,;in3 

lite:I'ature documenting t hese oornentous changes, (t?' c l eares t profilE'? 

loi t .he be~iix~j ""'g S, of hhos'e trends a~e to be found in t h e portrait 

of the, )outh dra;ilJ by Ben J. ,/a ttenber g in collaboration with 

Richa~' Ml Scammon (This USA) . 

111n liberal c ircles, 1I Wattenber g and ScamElon l.'7I'ite, lI it 

is common to hear about t~e inordinate amounfi of congre ssiona l 

control exercised by a fe\,! southern legis l a tors who represent the 
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and to try to create a bakdwagon effect is of course understan!iable. 

"And indeed, on one level, Carter 1 s responses are astute i nsofar 

as they are coIllfruent with Erik Erikson's reading of the * American 
. ~ . 

political character. In en essay on American identity , Esychohistorian 
. . 

Erikson expresses the belief that Americans are uniquely responsiv.e 

to reducing complex i deol ogic"a l issues to easilY-Elssmilable and 
r epeat able slogans and cliches, a method that adv~rtising has tested 

as remarkab~ successful in seiling prodigious quantities of cars, 

soaps, and toothpaste, and that works even in se l ling the apl)eal 

of pOlitical . candidates. 

But there are "exi s tent i al s ituat;ions!! and a "cultura l uniYerse " " 

of the emerging South whi ch need to be known a nd f ar bette r understood 

by non-So~therners if co~municationB and collaboration in the "national 
" ~ f +"'11\ .L rl 

inte;r:est are to devdlop on more than arsuperli6i ~ level A simple 

reference to the Southern Bapti st commitment to "the separat ion of 

church and state" by Governor Ca:tte r and his suppprte r s - however 

accurate and historically valid - only evades or postpones facine; the 

challenge of deepening mutual understanding between the South and the 

rest of the country. Such s~ogans, in the first ins tance, fallon 

the publi c ea r as vague abstnactions and fail t o respond to the deepe r, 
" gu t level" anxieties and suspicions about Southern eV8.ngel i cal 

~ Co "",b(k1\,"'t! oprc..rua,""C<, 
commitments to social reformJ~nd to pluralism that continue to hover 

in l a r ge parts "of the rest of the nation . And, at ehe same time, , . 
such slogans do not begin to do justice to a ~ch broader a nd richer 
inheri tance of p r ogref..iGi ve iqe r:;"ls and values that are a l so imbedded 

i n ,Southern 9ul ture and IEi:M.~.EX religion. Wi-i;h due deference tor 

Mr. carter ' s optimi stic aS5~ rtion , it is my clear impression that 

most people have not begun to study e ithe r the h istoric role of 

So"{hern Bapt i sts in the shapi ng of American society nor t heir beliefs , 
" 'I f 

and it ",because of " t hat widespre ad ignora~ce that - analogizing to 

Eleade I s scenario of Occidental-Orien t a l a.lienat ion - that vote"r s 

continue to "regard them" - t he South and t J"ttt L eponym in Jimmy 
~ ~ {( . . 

Carter - 'imma =5t;i 18 e].Jlsodea ~ a berrati0.t;ls from an exemplary 

history of men," not valued ,as yet, a9~~8~t!H~~ Vii th the history 

of t he human spirit," tha. t is 'J!!@./.and trus.tviorthilyAmerican""':. 

1 
t-'-<- \",.~ ,1.(.,. .... ~c. ~~n.t ~ f'-,~I." eo ... · ......... ,,4Ul1D ff ..... /~ 

e(I~'. , .. 'lI-t '1"10, 1M. re... "'':; _I ""'~ '~"'J ""'.~ ..... :]. c..,l. . ""ro,," ,~ 
.\.«; ft ..... cla<Jr<, T"<e"'"'" .I·-n.. r~ " c~..,.."" ....... ", lIS - ""'" ~.tr.. ...... 4 
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To a substantial extent, the.se lingering emotions of "strangeness" 

and "differentness" that have peaked in special ways during this 

President±al campaign suggest that the bi~ter legacy of regional pride, 

prejudice t and political suspicions deposited by the tragic War 

Between the States is stilI far from whtblly spent. In a poj,gnant 

essay e ntitled, "Could the Civil War Have Been Prevented?" (Cnristian 

Century, l«arch 31, 1976), Prof. Samuel S. Hill, Jr., author of 
~ 

Religion ·· and the Solid South, deplores "the ravages" suffered by Ame rica 

over the past llO years in the Vlake, of "the harsh conflict of 1861-
~ Ji;(s\" "~t>-r,..\ ~ ... r \;,... +.,...L- h"s-\-"o'i,\ Ii .... ,. .. ..,-..-... . 

1865," In addition to the loss of an estimated 610,000 lives :-

360,000 in the service of the Union and 250,000 in the service ~f the 

Confederate States of America - with colliltless thousands of others 

mai~e~, dismembered or less seve rely wounded; the economic devastation 

and wastage of farms ~d cities; families sundered or diminished; i'~i.tl.i] 

poli t ·ical suspicion and belligellfency i inteIlBecine s trif'e j a divided 

people; regional isolation - Prof, Hill counts &mong the lasting costs 
"N,. s""1") 

of the Civil War to America, which, is 'hardly over in 1976, "the pride 

and prejudic.e the conflict engenee-red in both regional societies. ". 

Observing that "unlike Pre sident Lincoln, each was convinced 
that the Lord l!I.R Was on ·its side and so denounced the other as iwmo ral 

or i:nperious, 11 Frat: Hill adds that tluntil very recently most Yankees 

and Rebels spoke. openly of their superiority over the other in terms 

of quality of their life and moral r esponsibility. If' the South 

is open to the charI e of havin3 squandefed most of its psychic enerGY 
on the anachronism of segregation (and slavery before that ) t the North 

may be accused of having misdirected ",any of its attituHjes toward 
the benightedne ss and in.feriority af southerners 8.!ld southern ways. II 

Dr. Hill cites the cese of a distant relati·ve from the 

. Deep South v;ha .lIas a child refused to step · outside his family I scar 

park"ed on a Cincinnati street out of a: sense of bes"trangement t f ear, and 

contempt for the residents of that (bcrder) northern city. As recently 

as tw·o dec ades ago such · a response was not altogether excE: ptional - and 

the sa",e mgght be said of analogous incidents involving northern 

condeBcension tm· ... ards citizeas of Dixie.IC---'~------ .-.~ 

While both ;;orth and South .had)~and perhe..pa the tense Should) 

be present rather than altogether past}4tremendous sechanal ee;os, Y 
a numb~r of historio.r.s argue that the South suffered .x more .from a 
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north~ In part, re;aogerated false sense of supe~iority than the 
sense of superiority and low conception of Ifortherne rs, 'derned 

from what "II. J. Cash (The )fund of the South) termed. the "legend 
of the Old South in its classical form" whose "social pattern was 

manorial, its civili'zqtion that of the Cavalier, its ruling class 

an aristol!:'racy coex tensive ~ith the ;J?Rin:ta:x. planter group". What 
had re'a lly happened here, Cash observes, wa.s that lithe gentlemanly 

idea, driven from Engl and by Cromwell, had taken refug~ in the South 

and fashioned for itself a world to i t$ heart I 5 desi re: a \'farld-. 

singularly polished and mellow and poised t wholly dominated by 

ideals of honor and chivalry and noblesse. 1I 

The Southern aristocratic rulin6 class, i'1hich Cash gelieved 

dominated the Souther~YUf8g0,life despite its numbering no more 
than some 500 families/," "required above all things a fixed background 

theE sense of absolute security and re:tPose which proceeds from an 

environment Vlhich moves in well-warn grooves, a.l1di~ which change 

occurs rarely and never abruptly." 

Employing the .categories of cultural an·thropology in analYzing 

a society I s value orientation around the issues of space and time, 

Prot:. Hill proposes that t he :south has been predominantly orEanted 

to IIf~ed time" and ' "fued space" rather than to "moving time n and 

"moving space". "Fixed time" is the posture of nostalgia i n which 

"~ people may take its cues and deri.ve it s norms from ... ·/oat it once wa 
or alleged to have been, before circumstances placed it at a dis

advantage. 1I "Fixed space" describes a society wed to its own 

boundaries a nd the tradit ional prac t ices and arrangements of those 

who have lived within them. IIFixed space tl fastens onto hoW t h ings 

have been and endeavors to preserve the past against erosive forces. 

It absolutizes or sacralizes the way of life of ·the province. 

Further, "fixed .s pace!! is a pBst~re of abstraction, with emphasiS 

on the rightness of institutions and formal pol~cies. CultUres appear 

to. find it easi,er to . be tii;"htly parochtal with abstractions than wit" 
events or memories. 

Of the four societal value-orienations, Hill notes t "fixed space 

is the most conservative, and commitment to it accounts in large 

measure for the South's parochialism, ita conta inedBess, or 

.-1' Th< )."l\,,(.r~""'" ;f;"''''''''' 
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cuI tural "sacredness, It in the 8001010.;1oa1 sense of the term. 

Southerness and the relatively s~paratist way of life 
in theS South stayed alive, Prof. Hill observes t "not because of 

events or leader .;:;' 011 wars or symbolic ceremonial occasions ,~I but 
from the energizing and identity-providing torce that came frolil 

the structure or pattern of a specific and invbBlable arrangment 
for living involving blacks and whites. It seems to have been the 
sheer presence of Negroes - affirmed to have thei~ special pl&ce in 
this structural arrangement - which intensified and perpetuated 
regional distinctivene~s. 

Hobbled - some bistorians say ·~pnotizl1"u- by an 
~ ~ ~~ c..0"'\-~ ~ 

exaggerated sense of h~Dor and "sacred right., (V0viLncial-iinded 

ani.bellum Southerners did not realize the stre~h of the North. 
(The North consisted ,of 23 states as compared wi%h 11 .t~tes in 
the 'Confederacy - although personal loyalties were sharply divided 
in 4 of the _tatR2xtkaix slave-holding border states that officially 
remained in the Union. The North had a population of 22,000,000 
compared with the South's 9,000,000, including 3,500,000 sIeves. 
The North 'possessed 92% of the country's industry, including almost 
all the iro n and steel mills and aramament and textile factories. The 

South had to 'depend upon imports and its few factories for manufactured 
goods. 'The North contained over 20,000 miles of railroad, more 'than 
double the railroad facilities of the South. The North had sufficient 

• 
(oodstuffs provided by the West, whe aras Soutpern agriculture wes 

devoted to tobacco and cotton. The North had more than two-thirds of th! 
nation I S ,money resources to help finance the liar. The North 

maintained cbntrol of the navy and merbhant marine.) 
The grolVth of" industrial we,al th and the commercial 

activity in ·the North prior and subsequent to the Civil War produced 

in the South a stereotlfped conception of the Yankee e.s a IIcounter-
, I 

jumper" and a moneygrabber, and inclined Southerners to think the~ 
they "ould simply overrun "those popinjays I those tradespeople , of 
the I!orth." With its economy and the Southern way of life based on the 

, "peculiar institution" of slavery and liking cotton," southGrners 

h.~\""d not until relatively recent ti4es properly value~ the bUSinessman, 
" 

1fl\1l,;-v.JlIXfllcjpf Evidence of this is seen in the statistic that on the 
\ 
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eve of the Civil ' .ar, 11 southern' states of the Confederacy produced 
only 10 percent of the manufactured goods of the nation's output. 

At the same time, llortherners felt themselves all a disadv!llbaage 

and inferior because the original political"establiahma:bD" was 
Southern - the Virginaa dynasty. Four of the first five Presidents 
were Virginians. The Virginia dynasty elevated the presidents by 
simply designatinc the vice-president or a cabinet member in a set 
pattern. The United States and the ConstitUtion "ere made by Souhtern
ers. The idea seemed to develop that someho~ or other the government 
was run by Souhhernerc. The South had been the dominant force 
in American political life before the Civil \Jar. After the Civil 
War, the Republ~cao party emerged as the national. party, and 
the South was now subordinate to the North. 

Nevertheless, through much of !.merican history. our political 

p~riteB have in fact been sectional in nature. Even with the 
asseDtion Xk of the Republican party under Lincoln, .after the Civil 

War each party domincted a different part of the country~. the 
Democrats in the South, and the Republic:ans over most of the lIo.rth. . , 

It was not until the revolution of Franklin Delano Roosevel~ \in 
1932 that ~his balance of separate geogr"-phical dominlUlces was''~s .. t. 
Roosevelt/ touched off a race to nationalize the basis ',of support ~r 
both parties. By transforming the Democractic following in the North 

from .. a ' largely Catholic party to one whose main appeal was economi~~ 

~
o" ~elt b'egan the process of undermingng Republican voting stre~lIh\" 

Tr.e key to that erosion was a new tendenoy to vote on the b~is of 
' If ncome and SB.lrtimRsix economic class. Our ability to vote mo:re sharply 

/ . . l' I in economic. terms, as . S"el Lubell notes, appears also to hav:~ been 
,./ I I stmngthened by the ebbing of anti-Catholic fQeling during JoM. 

, F • . 1ennedy' s ·admini.stration· and by the slow. weakening of anH-N~ro 
P}'i>judice in ; the South. .,\, 

/ . 1.' " 
/' . The rea:). ctrsI!la of Ainericab politics', Mr. Lubell hsa noted 

... l, in his perceptive study on "The Future of American politicB,n "~ies 

1 ', nin ,rthe constant Btrugg~e for national unification, in a ceaee'\~ss 
, . "'i \ 

) striving for's more perfect union' made essential first by our ":' . 
"( con~.inent-spannine expanse and later on by the astonishing vari~"~~~ 

:1' of leoPles who "ere drsmn to this country. The sorews oji internni '\ 
,/ a~justment have been tiCi.tened by the, mounting bu~ena Of, leader,eh~ 

/ ./ ~ " 
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faith 

in a time-shortened world." LUbell adds: "~ basic loJlilll:i:!<1 ••• runs 
to the belief that in the long run the political fUture belongs to 
the forces of unification. Somehow, of ten in ways that are not 
readily perceived, the unifying force " eventually Win out over the 
dividing, separatist infl uences." 

Lubell points to economics, culture, politics, and technology 
as "Mtionalizing forces" \'/hich tend to impose their influences across 
Ghe whole nation, overriding its sectional cleauages and ~ifferences 
and tradition. rhese na~ionali ~in8 forces, he , adds, are the carriere 
of change which disrupt the present and shape the future. 

The current era of the Democratic party dominance as the 
maj ori ty coali-tion on the national poli tical. seene has been, in 

Lube.ll l S w9rds, "an adventure in social unification." For the elements 

of the New:neal coalition - the children and grandchildren of all 
the urban minorities, blacks and white . Southerners, worke'rs and farmers, 

- the problems of social. unfication have been "life or death issues." 
The e.,ssentnal quality of the maj"'''ity coalition gathered today in , " 

the ,DemocratJ:t1i: party is not its "liberalism" or IIconservatisJilIl but 

its., t:ilmeiine's8. The elements in this coal:lition must be alive and 
'/ ' ! ; 

re9po~6iue to the newer problems around which the unification of the 
natio.lIl. spins. 

I ' 

/ 91' bBe many trends remaking the poltics of our time, . Lubel.l.B 
• . "1 ' 

SJ,fhgles fOU.t "the quickening economic revolution in the South, which 
<tiae al t4red the dynamics of Sollthern sectionalism to w_ it has 

" beco;6e ' a p r ossure for political unification l1ith the rest of the 
r 

na~on. " Lubell made that .,bservation in 1965. Were he commenting 
. fiJf that d'e~elopment tod ay, I feel sure that he would underscore 

,',;/and atttrbtite even grea ter political saliency to "the economi c 
· ~'1 rewolutio~ ! in the South". Indeed, as I Sligge.sted earlier, it is 

that str~king renaissance of .the South which is today the "na.tion's 
fastest ,;;g rowing region" which makes understahdable the meteoric rise 

of Gov. Carter from obscurity to a +9ading contender ~or the presidency 

of the United Sta ' es. 

, A great deal has been written in recent months - a front-

page series in The New York Times during February on the "Subel tOO and 

books such as those of Kirkpatrick Sale on The 'Power Shift, and 

,,/ 
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The Trans~$rmation of Southern ~oliti ~O~DG 
all documenting the magnitude of th shift of power from the North 

, ' 

to the South. l1erhaps it, is i .. evitable that there is ' a time lag 
when shifts of almost . seismic significance :occur for the very fact 

of the changes, not' to speak of their profoUDdililiplications, to be 
absorbee, evaluated, and responded to. Prof. Clement Eatdn of the 
University of Kentucky, a leading au thority OD . Southe~ Biviiization, 

tells this story in an eosay dealing with the confederacy: " 
,,' 1ihen 'Vliiliam H. Rumell, the cor~,;'~ondent of the .. Ti~·e ,s of 

/- ' 
, ' London, was traveling jon the United States in the late 1850S'" 

gatjwri:,g.'naterial for a travel book on America, he intervie,~ed , 

I'/iliiam H. Beward, the th~n Secretary .of Stat~. Southerners be~eved 
,that SelVard was the re ",l power behini! Abraham Lincoln. In his ''''', 
in't,e'rview with RusseU, Seward told hili that the Southern people \~:..., 
wire very , different ,from the Northern people. He said that the ' '-'. 
Iiloc,iety 0,1- 'the South(which Eaton says ,he knew v~ry little about.) 
I. I • 

/: .was baaed on !'black labor and idle extravagance." He described 

j t~bydown old kacknery coaiches such as ,had not been seen north 
.. / O~he Pot~mac for half a .century,harneaaes ~hat V18re 'never 'cleaned, 

. . /"."/ ~grOO~ed 11.orses, . b~ly furnished h.Ou~e:w, bad cooke ... y, imperfe~t 
,,-,! /' ,educahon. , He spoke of the North, on the other hand, as a sectlon 

. ' I . 

' of the" country where "all ' was life, enterprise, industry and 

mechanical : skill. II ~~?txEas.xx . 
Prof. Eaton concludes: "Now, if so int~lligent a man had 

a stereo?pe of the South such as Beward had, what must have been the 
view of the a-vea:'age, untut'ored P.orthe-rner?lI 

The point of that ·. anecdote is that it is Dot without its 
analogue today in many circles outside the South, iBBtKB~ not 
excluding Northern intellectual, media, 'and religious elites. 
"In liberal circles," Ben J. Wattenberg".haa written in collaboration 

with Richard M. Scammon, (T'hia HAS:' USA)~ Tlit ' is common ' to hear about 

the tnordinate' ,amount of congressional control exercized by, a few 
southern leg"islators who ;epressnt the mihority", backwoop..st rural 

interests of an otherwise urban, liberal, and sophisticated nation. 
Oddly, this diagnosis is propagated not o~ly by other-than-southern 

liberals" , but \by Southerners as well, who often stre ~ s their minority 
rol,s in the Ame~can scene. ' , -,,-/ 

-. \..... --' co, 
:\ -" , " 



Tanenbaum - - 11 - -

"It is, then,peculiar t o note thl,s first pertinent regional 

ract: the sixteen states that mate up the region we call the South 
comprise the mos t populous single area in the nation, and it has been 

the most populous area since the _m" year 1820." Some eighty million 
.Eeople live there r "and more Americ aJ:ls can claim to be Southerners 

than can cl.,.ilil to be any thine; else ." (Italics are mine.) 

(T~ Sunbel;t or "Southern Rm" , -according 
cons zsts O~o~KE States - Virg inia, North and 

to Kirkpatrick Sale, _ 
South Ca.rG.lina. 

Georgia, Florida. ':rennessee, Alabama, tlississippi, Arkansas ,Louisiana, 

, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexioo, Arizona - and parts of two others, 
Nevada and California. The 1975 population ~i~re for these states 
was 77,651,000. V/attenberg and Soammon also include in t he ir South, 

the "order states of Maryland, Delaware, Washington, ; . C., and 
Kentucl\Y. ) 

Fu.:tther, Wattenberg and Scammon observe t "Southerners 

comprise almost a third of our population"and are t oday the fastest 
g rOWing -region in the nation. (In t he 1960 census material that 
the authors used. the South was referred 'to as "second fastest

g rowing region in t he nation.") They max urge that _ "we cease t aMng 
about it ( the South) as a minority culture. When critics stop thinking 
of way s t o bring it i nto I the ma1nstre8lIi! we will be strik ing 'a 

blow for accuracy. One third of a nation, after all, is nearly a 
mainstream in itself." 

By a &mix simmlar token, W~ttenbe rg and Scammon add, the 

perpetual view of the so-c:.lled 'Solid South' as a homogeneous, 

poor, l_ astoral, politically po -,-;erfUl but growthless ",hole is becoming 
equal : y ridiculous. In 1960, BS a matter of straight census fac t , the 
South wes more urban than not (almostf6Q%), and there .~s s olid 
evidence of wealth, code en indistry , and -vibrant g rowth in many 
Southern areas. 

The Census Bureau's estimates o f population changes i~ 

metropolitan area3 between 1970 rono 1974, "ccording to Jon Ilorillheimer 
!" ' 

(lISubelt Re gion leads Nation in Growth of Population," New York Times, 

Fe b/ 8, 1976 ) , IIshow a continuation 'of the patte rn - enormous 'g .I'1f\Tth 
in the ,Iboom' areaG of the South and SouttlW~.:. t and a sloWing of growt~~ 

, an end of growth or \.,.,ven· a 109s of popula1lton i n Ghe oldern TIo r .;he rn 

cities •.. In .. h:t the last ten ,)'car tJ , nearly e i Ght million people have 
mO"e'S'a into the sta tea of uhe Sou the est alone, far outnumbe ring 
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the economic exiles t most of them poor whites and blacks, who 
left to seek opportunity outside the rei!fion." (V1attenberg and Scammon 
note that "in the decade from 1950 to 1960, the four East South 
Central States - "nlississipri, Al~bama, Tennessee, and Kentucky -
loet a net of wlmost one and a half million persons, by far the large, 
number o~ out-migrants coming from any single" Ameeican sector, and 

, 

the smallest of the southern divisions. The Negroes - 620,000 -
did ou~-migrate from these four etates, but the more esoteric fact is 
that whites left th~ area in even greater ~umbers ~ an 845,000 
net out-migration over the decade. These relative amounts of bisck
white out-migrations continued well into the mid-1960s, and led to 
the common bela'f that 'the South is losing population.') 

Florida has doubled its pppulation in 15 years, and a million 
or more people have streamed into Arizona and Ne~ llexico. Sprawling 
boom towos like Houston and Pheenix attsct new residents at the 
rate of nearly 1,000 a week. At the same time, movement away from 
metropoli ~ an areas haa sharpli increased. Most recent Bureau of 

Census stati"stics show that the NEW York metropolitan area, in a 
l>attern tl'pical of many older Northern cities, lost 635,000 residents 
in the period from 1 97Q5. 1974 7 at a time when the population of t he 
South and Southwest was · mushrooming at double the national average. 

Jobs and maoney are pouring. into the Sunbelt at an unpre
cedented rate. In his book, The Power Shift, K. Sale ci~es what he 
termsllan authentic economic revolution, II Which introduced the new 
postwar industries of defense, aerospace, electronic, agribusiness, 
oil-and gas-extraction as chief impetus in the Suhbelt'B emerGence 
as . p power. In 1974 alone, the Southern Rim staGea received $13 
billion more from the Yede"r~ Government than they paid out in 
PedeBal taxes - while for the same period, nine I~orthern states 
auffered a net loss of $20 bi l lion. Employment rOBe 21% in Houston 
and 26% in Phoenix in the pariod from 1970 to 1973, compared to a 
drop of 7% and· 6% in NeVI Yor'" and Philadelphia, respectively. 
A1thovgh New .EnGal~, the North crentral and Mid-Atlantic states 
are stil~ home to 349 of the nation's 500 largest corporations 
the number of industries located in the Sunbelt has doubled since 
1960, with companies-.mch as Shell Oil settling in Houston, and Y.W. 
Ke llogg, Gre,Jlbound, and Lear Jet moving ei t ber their en tire plans or 
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national headquarters or major branches southward. 
. . i 

The metropolitan exapnsion of the South and Southwest, 
" . -, 

' Hetwork (publication of the National, Urban Coalition, SUmmer ~976) 
, , 

observes, is cbaracterized fpr the mast part b~ a frontier atmosphere 

of optimism and an exuberant faith in the p<nrer of capitalism:c, 

hard work, and self-relian'ce ,. However; -for many of the poo¥r and 

minorities in the region, the Sunbelt boom is still only a phrus~ 
in the newspapers, or a. talk-show topiC on -TV • . flBlacks t Mexiaan

Americans, and many poor, rural whites remain, at beBt' ,~ James 
, ' 

Sterba notes in the New Mark Times, "marginal participa:q.~-e in the 

regi.on's boom.!! 'Eouaton, fo"r many the archety pal· SUnbeit 'c.ity, 
, , 

reflects the region's sometiies harsh emphasis on self:-81.lfficiency 
and the work ethic in 11;s minimal social service ' proer~s ~ It', ,has 

been called "No.1 in business cliiate and No.1 in povert,), ' ," by 
t he president of the Texas A~IO. , ' . \ 

. . ~ ~ 

The Sunbelt " 6 influence on national political €ffairs' " ~e 
liekely to be two-side ... On one level, it "1li' continue to ,,,..ih'\ 

electoral ,votes and seats in Congress becuaae of its pOPula~ion 
Gro,Ylth. But in a trend under way for a decade, notedlo by Noi-lihermer 

! 

.... : . 

i~e South has lost, through deathretirement of political defeat a 
;1 . , ., 

f good 'share of the povleriul committee charimen who served so weil 
/ / in ob ,aining 'outsiiled appropriations and job-producing miliatary 

" i, installations _ including an estimated S8 billion a year by 1980 
that, will be funneled into thess states in military retirment / 

-' " -" . 
pay alone, a figure that far exeeeds the current total of Federal 
ge.ne:,ral ~evenue sharing/. nationwide. 

': In assessi..:.g the political implications of this power , 
sl)i'f'~, , ' Sale contends that the leadership of the Southern rim has 
ti'eep('retained by an oligarchy of yahoos whose value systems were u.ux 
aO:.Aina'~t before the shift occurred. But ao~e observer~ antiCipate a 
n~w medlel: an amalgan that is still taking shape between the diverse 

/ forces striVing for leadership, a competition they say may result in 
a blendi'ilg of the old and new instead of a triuml'h of one" over the 

.,/ other~ 
.' 

/ 
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work in the South as elsvwhere in the nation: people are leaving the 

problea areas, but thousands aJ:'e flocking to southern aceas l1here pr02;res 
~ 

of'i3rious sorts is apparent. 

The South cocprises a third of our nation, and for the cost 

pact, it stands clearly wit hin our culuural and economic oainstre~m. 

Radical differences of opinion have the South a ppear at ti~es to be a 

land apsBt, but its citizens, both uhmtls and non-v,hites, reyeal to the 

Census motivational behavior quite identioal to that of other arens 

-of the country: 2&m Southerner,~ are seeking flore and' better, and so 

are ''Ie all. 

t----_..ji'~ilE~~2X:.l1'~n~"~1!~· j;i:c~_ ~.~-::-<d~~2_:n!!!lG .. r~e~7lltrtl~ilDD~::;T!I"-' -----~--, 
':?his economic ;£rovi II has serious cultural anc. social co~sequeDces 

in that it r epresents a ra ical reversal in both the self-concept of 

the South, and of the Nort 's traditional perceptions of Soutn£:rn 

econoIJic backwardness, and y infe r$nne other kinds of backwa rdnesses 

as well - social, cultural, r e lgiiolls, political. Dr. Roy F. Nichols, 

in observations OIl "the caus s of the civil war," asserts that the 

growth of industrial 

prior and subsequent 

wealth 
to the 

'nd the comm~rcial activity in the Nor th 

viI war proauc~d in the South a concept 

d a moneygrabber. With i1; s economy of Yankee as a Uconterjumper" 

and the Southern way of life ba 
slavery and liking cotton"" ' so~th 

recent times properly valued the 
ha~ lacked good businessmen (Dr. 

ed on the "preuliar institution U of 

rners h.ave not untf:l x.e-~l:I:tx relatively 
usinessman, and, in fact, the south . 

atan). Evidence of this is seen in 

the statistic · that on the eve of t e cidl war, 11 sou.thern states 

of the confe~eracy produced only percent of the manmmactured g oods 

on Jhe nation's output. 

Vfuile both North and South ad traaer-dous ~ect~onal ~gos1~the 
suffered more from a f p..lse sen ~ of super10r~ ty blQil:RrLXl'iXJUUX 

South . . 
ltBXexaggerlctelllxElIJ"'1"y .... fxlU"'''=:iUJlX:iill< ""pIa,;, than the N crth. Hobbled 

by an exaggerated sense of honor and a 

provincial-minded aptebe llum southerner 

of the North ;md Vlere inclined to think 

OW cance~: tioa of Eortherners, 

did not rG alize the stren~th 

hat they wT;lUld simply overrun 
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The Transllillrmation of Southern PoliUos hv Si>cL~o..u..I~< k VAA 
. g=ft~ 

all documenting the magnitude .of the! shift of power from the North 
to the South . Perhaps it is iKe vi table that there is ·a time lag 
when shifts of a.lmost seismic significance occur for the very fact ' 

of the changes, no~ to speak of their profound imip1ications,to be 

absorbee, evaluated, and resp~nded to. Prof. Clement Eaton of the 

University of Kentucky" a leading au,hority on Southern (Jivilization, 

tells this story in an. dealing with the confederacy: 

V,hen William H. Russ 11, the cor~,spondent of the Time..!!.... of 

London, was traveling tn th United States in the late 1850s 

gathering caterial for a trav 1 boole on America, he interviewed 

William H. Beward, the then S' retary of Stat.e. Southerners believed 

that Seward was the re al power behiml Abraham lincoln. In his 

interview Vii th Russell, Seward old hirit that the Southern people 

were . very different from the Nor hem ~,o.ple. He said that the 
society ' of the South(whic~aton ays ~~~; very little about) 

Vias based on IIblack labor and idl extravagance. II He described 

tumbledo,m old I!:ackneify coajches s eh as had not been seen no'rth 

of the Potomac for half a century, 

ung roomed horses, badly furnished 

arnesses that VIF!/re never cleaned, 
>. oF' 

useft, bad cooke ,y, imperfect 

education. He spoke of 'the North, 0 the othe r hand, as a section 

of "theE countT'J where "all was life, enterprise, industry and 

mechanical skill. II XZ':c.fxxEasxx 

Prof. Eaton concludes: II NOVl , ' if so intelligent a "man had 

a stereoty.pe of the South such as .geward had, what must have been the 
view of the aveIPage unturored I'l"orthe rner?" nf\'\"'~~+:l ~t""h.,,", \\~"'f''''' ) 

, ~'-'~. h ~ ...... , 1""., ..... ·1 .. " \en-
The point of that anecdote is that it is not 'liithout its' 

analogue today in ma~ circles outside the Seuth, XxxXMaimgx not 

excluding No rthern intellectual, media, and relig ious .elites. 
"In liberal circles," Ben J. Watte.nbe r g has written in collaboration 

with Richard M. Scammon, (This ~.: USA), "it is COI!mlon to hear aOQ";.!t 

the inord i nate amount of congressional control exercized by a fe vI 
southern legislators who repres@Jlt the mihority , backwoods, rural 

intere sts of ·an otherwise ur'::oan, libe ral, and. sophisticated nat;ion . 

Oddly , this diagnos is is propa.3.·ated not only by othe r-t tan- southern 
liberals , but by Soutl"1erners as \'/(; 11, who often stre :.:; s their 'minority 

z:ol e in the American ' scene. 
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To be sure, a problem South does exist. it is poor, rural, and underdeveloped 

.but it by no means compromises the entire South - nor are poor, rural. underdeveloped 

areas found only in the South. 

\. 
.. , 

The problems of the South - poverty, education , poor housing, 'vJ 
.. l~~ ""fi:~_ 

threadbare rurall.ty - are whlte as ':fell as Negro proba:itrns, ~ assert, 

and these are especially concentrated i n the East South Central states 

a£ Nississippi, Alaba~~, Tennessee, and Kentucky. However, they note, 

there are many areas of the South that weasure up c l osely to , or 

actually surpass, national ave ~Bgges. For exa~p~e: 

Dela\'!are, Maryl and, and Washington, D. C. all surpass national 

income medians. These areas and Florida are above the national education 

medians. Texas and Florida have l ess sUb-s tandard housing than the 

national avera~ea Delaware, Haryland, the District of ColuIIibia, . Florida , 

Texas, and Oklahoma all surpass the national percentage of \1"hite-Ooll.ar 

~orkers. Other southern areas - r ight in the southern he a rtland - a~so 

surpass the national averages: une rnploJ£.1ent ~ f or example, was IO't.!er 

than the national rate in all southern states except i'Jest Virginia and 

the East South Ce ntral States . 

Among cities, Atlanta, Austin, Baton Rouge, Dallas, Huntsville 

(Alaba ma), Jackson, Lex~ngton, Lubbock (Texas). , t-iidland (Texas ) , r·'iisoi, 

Nashville, Oklahoma City,Raleigh , Richoond, Roanoke, a nd San AntonioH 

all .hqve proportiona tely nore white - collar \·lOrkers .than the average 

Americ an city (nore than Chicago, to name one' instance) a Some of theee 

c ·ities exceed the n·ational faIilily · o.edian income ·f igure, although 

generally, vlages .are sti 11 lO .... ler in ~en t ile prosperous parts· of the 

South. I:/e've heard a good deal ab out belo\.,.-avera~e s ou.thern rates of 
. S"~ ..... ~ ... ~\ ...... . tl .. "'~ -n....n'·\l .... ~ ~.-..4.- ) 

educ8:tion~but seventeen southern SNSAa all f:iatch or surpass the national 

SHSA a~era .:e of l ·lai ye ars of schooling for persons ofer t\.,.enty-£ive. 

ltIattencerg and Scar-mon cibnclude: There is, then, . not only a 

Probi1eI!l South but a new South: a gro\'ling, .urBan, ind\.O.strialx;: educDted 

South. Fart of he Southland has economic(and social) problems - cost 

of it does not . Further, the national deroographic corre ctives are at 
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fact: 
"IJ;oi§_a., then ,peculiar t o Dote this first pertinent r egional , .. 
the sixteen s~ates that mate up t he reg ion {fe call the South 

_ comprise the mo s t populous single area in the nation,o and it has been 

the most p opulou s area ~ince t he :lSiE-- year 1820." Some eighty million 

'people live there t "and more Americans can cla im to be Southerners 

than can ·claim to be anythin/9 eise: .11 (Italics are mine.) 

(Thf Sunbe:tt or "Southern Rilil" t according 

con ststs oTo~~iiRaB States - Virginia, N9rth and 
to Kirkpatrick Sale! 

South Carolina, 
Georgia~ Florida, Tennessee, Al abama, Mississippi, {trkansas ,Louisiana, 

Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona - and parts of two others, 
. Nevada and California. The 1975 population €igure for these states 
was 77,651,000. Wattenberg and 
the lTorder states .of!NarYland, 

~ntu~J . 

Scammon ~ include in their South, 

Delaware t ~hil1gton, r . C otL.. .iliHd 

Fut"ther, Wattenberg and Scammon observe, "Southerners 

comprise almost a third of our pOPulation~d are today the fastest 

growing region :iii. the nation. (In .the 1960 census material that 
the authors used, the South was referred to as "second fastest

g:z:o'Ning region in the nation. lI
) They dfix urge that "we cease taMng 

about it (the South) as a minority culture. When critics stop thinking 
of ways to bring it into 'the mainstre~' we will be striking a 
blow for accuracy. One third of a nation, after all, is nearly a 

mainstream in itself. II . 

By a smix simmlar token, Wattenberg and Scammon add, the 

perpetual view of the so-celled 'Solid South' as a homogeneous, 

... poor; pastoral, politically ·powerful but growthless whole is becoming 
. , . 

equal l y r;idiculous. In 1960~ as a matter of straight census fact, the 

South· was more urban than not (almost/6Q%), and there was solid 
evidence of wealth, model!fl ind!i!stry, and vibrant growth in many 
Southern areas. 

The Census Bureau's estimates of population changes in 

me.tropoli tan areas between 1970 and 1974 .. according to Jon Norllliei",er 
( .. sSbelt Region Leads Nation in Growth of Population," New York Times, 
Feb. 8, 1976), "show a continuation of the pattern - enormous 'grwwth 
in ·the 'boom' areas of the South and Southwest .and a slol'ling of growtt 

,an end of growth or even a loss of _popula~on in the older.u Nort hern 

cities ••• lo ~ the last ten years, nearly ei ht million eople have 
mo~~d iBto the states of the Sou eas alone, far outnumber1ng V " . 0 c • 
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the economic exiles, most of them poor whites and blacks, who left to seek 

opportunity outside the region. II (Wattenberg and Scammon note that I'in the decade 

from 1!!?0 to 1960, the four East South Central States - Mississippi, Alabama, 

Tennessee and Kentucky c lost a net of almost one and a half million persons, by 

~ . far the largest number of out-migrants coming from any single American sector, and 

the smallest of the southern divisions . The Negroes - 620,000 - did out-migrate 
~---

from these four states, but the more esoteric fact is that whites left the area in 

~ even greater numbers - an 845,000 net out-migration over the decade. These rela-
( . ... . ~ . 

. tive amounts of black-white out-migrations continued well into the mid-196oi,' and 

" led to the corrmon belief that 'the South is losing populations. 'J The flow of 

blacks has reversed as race relations in the South have improved, while those in 

the North seem to be worsening under the impetus of court-ordered integration. 

More than 85% of the nationls population' growth now takes place in these states. 

Within the past 30 years, the population of the Southern Rim has jumped from 40 to 
~ 

80 mil 1 ia:ne> T~xas has seen a 100 percent incre.ase in its population.. California has 

200 percent, Florida 400 percent, and Arizona-Nevada 450 percent. Of the 50 Stan

dard Metropolitan Statistical Areas (SMSAs) - the big cities and their surroundings -

38 :with the largest anticipated increases by 1980, are located in the Sunbelt. Top

ping · the list are Tampa-St. Petersburg, followed by California's Anaheim-Garden Grove 

and then by Phoenix. 

Florida .has doubled its population in 15 years, and a million or more people 

have streamed into Arizona and New Mexico. Sprawli.ng boom towns 1 ike Houston and 

Phoenix attract new residents at the rate of nearly 1,000 a week. At the same time, 

movement away from metropolitan areas has sharply i.ncreased. Most recent Bureau 

of Census statistics show that the New York metrq>o1itan area, in a pattern typical 

. of many older Northern cities, lost 635,000 residents in the period from 1970 to 

\ 1974 - at a time when the population of the South and South"est was mushrooming 

at double the national average. 
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In a1l the exchanges in population between the regions, the Sunbelt has gained 

economica1ly. Those, moving South tend to be above average in income and education, 

while those going North are below average. Jobs and money are pouring into the 

Sun belt at an unprecedented rate. In his book, The Po"er Shift, K. Sale cites what 

""-- he terms "an authentic economic revolution, II which introduced the new postwar in-
. - ' 

dustries of defense, aerospace, electronics, agribusiness, oil-and gas-extraction 
- ' .------- ' 

as chief impetus in the Sunbelt's e~r,gen,c~ as a po"er. In 1974 alone, the Southern 
-------..c:: ' -, . .-'-~ 

Rim states received $13 Billion_more from the Federal Government than they paid out 
~ 

in Federal taxes - while for the same period, nine Northern states suffered a net 

loss of $20 billion.· Employment rose 21% in, Houston and 26% in Phoenix in the 

period from 1970 to 1973, compared to a drop of 7% and 6% in New York and Phila

delphia, respectively. Although New England, the North Central and l1id-Atlantic 

states are still home to 349 of the nation's 500 largest corporations the number 
-----~ - _. 

of industries located in the Sunbelt has doubled since· 1960, with companies such 

as Shell Oil settling in Houston, and M.W. Ke1logg, Greyhound, and lear Jet moving 

either their entire plants, or 

\ 
..-I, " , 

I 

1 
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national headquarters or major branches southward. 

The I!l.etr'opoli tan ei~pnSion of- the South and Southwest J 

Network (publication of the National Urban Coalition, Summer 1976) 
observes,is characterized for the most part b~ a frontier atmosphere 

f
' 0 i: optimism and an exuberant faith in the 'p011er of capj;talismJ{, 

hard work, and self-reliance. However, for many of the po~r and 
. '--

minorities in the region, the Sunbelt boom is still only a phras~ 
in the newspapers, or a talk-show topic on TV . "Blacks, Mexioan

Americans, and many poor, rural( whi te s remain, at best," James 
. . I 
Sterba "notes in the New Mark Times, I1 marginal participants in the 

region's boom.1I HoustoD, for l!3any the archetypal Sunbelt city, 
reflects the region' 5 SOI!l.eti.(i"es harsh emphasis on self-sufficiency 

and the work ethic in its minimal social service programs. It has 

been called IINo. 1 i:Q, business clifIlate and No. 1 in poverty, II by 

the president of th~ Texas AFL-CIO. 

The Sunbel t' s influence on national political !fffairs is 
--:'> 

lifkely to be two-sides. On one level it Vlill continue to gain 

ele~oral votes and seats in Congress bec'yase of its population 

growth. But in a trend under way f or a decade, notedk. by I'iorfiherme:q 

the South- has lost through deatIyetirecent },ofIVpoli tic&l .defeat a 

good share of the poy/eriul commi ttee chatt""-men who served so well 

in obtaining outsieed . al'pro1?riations and job-producing milWary 

installations - including an estime.ted 28 billion a Y€f;l.r !Y' 1980 

that will be funneled into thes~states in military reti?ment 

pay alone, a figure that far exeeeds the current total of Federal 

gen"eral revenue Sharin~ . nationWide. 
In assessL-;g the poli ticEl implications of this [lower 

shift, Sale contends that the le adership of the Southern rim has 
~ . 

tleen retained by an oligarchy of yahoos v>'hose value sJ.'stems were NEJn..,,{ , 
dominant before the shift occurred. But some observers anticipate a 

new model: an amalgam that is still taking shape be ~ween ;;be dive rse 

forces striVing for leadershi p" a comp:et i tion they say may result in 

a , blending of. the old and new inste'ad of a tr.iumph of oneR 9ver the 

....... . .ot~e~.. , .. ,~ V-~ e.tu ....... <"-fM'lw .t\.~ " H~ ... I .. ~ 'h. • .L. 
,~,..~\..... . ... .,., ~... d lao. 160~ "(e.,... ...... v .... . 
0\'" C.~fc.~ cL ....... ~e.( Go I.4.Jr.-.s Ie.. 1\4" • c"" S <Cs ~. ol:"'ua. p_"'" eA.", tit 
_to 0 .., eu4 .{ ~< ~(C..e 'Z. 70 rwJc. ~"'lrcMf'l' tJ. ~ .... .n.. I....w s~. 
. ,,.. ,,"""*'1IIIt. c,.t...~.'" voI~.U.1' S'........ ""'"'C" S ... "'" ....... ,;s. .... c "'0 _=_'" .. ,.. .. r ll 

• _ ~ h.. Iou.. . w,.~ tf€ no. s. .n.- .. ..I I.s,.,. I. lel7"1.. 
.. "..._I''f1! .~",,\ 11"'. ~ _ .... e ... ~ ~ s:l.: A~ .t ... n..'!'j. 1. ''114 ~c~. 
~~. ~ ... ", ~ .... G".r::, •• Ar.".f t. .. ~: .. '\o,\I""\ ...... io.llo...t O~x, .... ..otl,,-t-. {"":".If. t~74),lw.&.. *:::::sJ_"'J ~ .. "..l. ... ~ ... ~., .. ~ ~ w lOt ... ,.t""'" ,,""Co'll;.. crlJll "'1\J1 ... 
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THE EVAH 0"Et ICAL RE!~Tf:.I SSANCE 

II A reshuffling of power is t aking place ·i n AGlerica t oday that 

has nothing at all to do with political parti,e s or· E:lections,!! 

Governor Reuben Ask ew of Fl orida has said. lI :rhe wheel of power in 

t.his nation is tu rnir~g . , unmistakably and un~eniably from the No rth 

to the South.1I 

Making the necessary allowances for boosterism or for the 
revival of sectional egotism, it is ' evident from all the" i[,formation 

about e c onomic, demographic, and political trends ' in the South that 
there is a realistic basis for that growing sslf-confidence in 

the ascend ancy .of the South in the affairs of the nation t~t is 

expr essed in Governor Askew's comments. But Governor Askew is not 
only an important Southern politic2anu. He is also, like Gov. Carter 

a ' lIbom again" evangelical Christian, and that buoy:ant obserVation" 

he offered abo.ut lWli:l<l<EDlX the future of 30uthern power he. could 

apply with equal cerititude to the ascendancy of S03thern relig ion. 

And there is much statistical da~~ and other kinds of da ta 

to ' .support such optimistic claims. T~us, t h e National Council ' 

' of Churohes, in May 1976, reported t hat 132,287450 p e rsons are members 

of relig ious g r ou·ps - a gain of 1,042,311 (.8) percent over the 

p revious year. The percentage of the U. S. population holding formal 

members hip in churches -02.3%) also incre a s ed slightly over the 61.9% 

membership a year ago. Vlllile · 
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In addition to their members who are affiliated with 34,000 Southern Baptist 

churches, semi na ry and college eoro 11 ment are at record hi ghs. 1I~10re southern 
~ - . 

whites are Baptists than any other thing, II COlMJents church historiar James T. 

Baker of Western Kentucky University, ·"and more southern blacks are Baptists than 

_ any other thi .ng." 

According to the Southern Baptist Handbook, the populations of the Sunbelt 

states, excluding California and Hawaii, grew 38% 1950-1970, while the · population 

. percentage Of Southern Baptists gre~ . In -;';zona - which tri pled its pop

ulations in 25 years to more than 2.2 million people -· Arizona Baptists have under-

taken as part of the denomination's IIBold Mission Thrust," to start 100 new Sunday 

school and Bible fellowships each year, plus 30 church-type missions. The Arizona

Nevada Southern Baptists have developed this year 22 new missions and "preaching 

points, II they have also started a "saturation witness II effort, "in which they pla~ 

to personally confron'~ every person IIwithin the con venti on's area . II 

Texas and Arizona Baptists hope to increase the Baptist percentage of their 

states' populations, which have remained relatively constant since 1960. 

Florida Baptists, since 1950, have maintained a constant Baptists to. general 

populations ratio of one in 10 - despite huge jumps in numbers of people living in 

the state. By 1980, Florida is expected to add another million-plus residents, and 

Flodda Baptists project a three-year "bold advance" effort to have 200 new 

missions by the end of the decade. 

The Baptists have spread far beyond the Southern and Border states in recent 

years and there are now Baptists in all 50 states who are aligned with the Southern . r _ 

Baptist Convention. Today, the Southern . Baptists are the largest Protestant denom

~ inatio" in the U.S. They are confident, Dr. Baker comments somewhat caustically, 

that IIgiven enough time and patience and energy, all three of which they" have in 

__ abundance, they will eventually become the largest church in the world . " (Southern 
:.."i. f .,-;]") 

Baptists in the Seventies, Christian Century June 27, 1973.) 
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In 1974, Southern Baptists contributed a total of $1,342,479,619 or $107 per 

capita. Women in Baptist churches have contributed more than $25 million, surpassing 

their 'goal by more than $1 million, and reaching it much earlier than anticipated. 

Their Home Missions Board has projected an;;.' evangel izing program for 1976-1979 

whose purpose is to real i ze an "i nnovati ve, stro.ng mi 5S ion pol; cy for a 11 Ameri ca. II 

In 1974, they ' conducted interracial crusades in seven major cities of" New England, 

\'/hich was an expression of their. growl,ng involvement in inner cities, and in working 

with blacks, Hispanics, ethnic groups, the aging, young people, as well as with 

Arab Muslims, Buddhists, Jews and a special ministry geared for the United Nations 

personnel. 

All of which s.u.ggests that the. general ;~ges of Southern Baptists as IIrednecks, n 

"crackers,!! "dirt-eaters!! have little co.ngruence with the socia-economic trans

formation in recent decades of that large community into a predominantly white-

collar denomination . . In a recent study, it was found that Georgia B~ptists are far 

more white-collar than the state as a whole. The state's population consists of 

about 49 percent white-collar' workers and 51 percent blue-collar. "But 73 percent 

' "of the people in the "average Baptist church on Sunday morning are"" white-collar." 

(Home Missions, Sept. 1976.) And the same is true of Southern Baptists in all 

states where the denomination has lo.ng been established, the study adds. Most 

"First Churches" are led by first families, professional people, ~usiness owners -

the establishment of the community. (The president of Holiday Inn is a Bible-

believing Baptist, a~ are the presidents of Genesco, Raytheon, arrong" n aszs others 
io, (c.A.. fo .. f ""'J , 

in the[corporate 1 ife. ) " , 

One index of the lowing cultural impact of the evangelical Christians is regis

tered in the booming sale of rel ,igious books. According to the Association of 

',~ American Publishers, religious or inspirational books posted a sales increase more 

than twice as large as secular works. The lartest selling titles in the nation 

during each of the last four years has had a religious or inspirational theme. The • 
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Rev. Billy Graham'. latest beok. Angels _ which has sold close t~ 1.5 

million COPE - WaS the "iggest Belling "onk nr 197.5. The 

Christian Booksellers Association, a trade group consisting of 

mainly evangelical book stores Hnd pu'\.,11sr.ers J exp~cts ~. a 17 to 21 

percent annual increase in rellg1ouE~ ,",ook sales t~f~.~.r'i198 2. 

Another sign of such cultural impact 1s seen in the growth of 

several hundred NChristlan" radio and TV stations that carryi 

large numher of evangelical prog~m8J moet of which 'are related 

__ to the Nat ional Religious Broadcasters As snciation. In Decemo Rr 

1975. the World Satellite Network inaugurated"a glo"al satel l ite 

television network tor Christ - man's first telecast of the Gospel 

from outer Bp~ce on Christmas for 1975. 11 Billed as IIGod l s plan for 

reaching the world with the 'g ood news' enteting the 6th rev~lut\on 
.-

of speech (lst1Spoken wad; 2nd/writing; 3rd/printl.ng ;/'th/radi(>; 

5th/television; 6th/satellite). the satellit. orograrn , featu,-ed 
~. , .... - ...vL;."'> r: .' ..... <..t< .1' 

. . '--" c l~ - ';;J 
Solonel James B. Irwin, Apollo 15 astrnnaut aB~ 

. Dr. George Gallup, aftet'. docum~!ltamg. lithe f~c .t tf1~t }mc rlcans . fc ..... "'-{\ C:'- \h~I\_c--,-i.L~\--c.,o:.·\ _t-:~~ 
are extraordinarily religious people J U 17 nod e!"e~ \.It) ~ commentatooT 
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. WSCF BEIRUT SEi.[!NAR 

A Consultation on Justice and Peace in the Near East was held in Beirut (I-1ay 10-
18) "With nine participats under UC!4 auspices . The issues r evo'lve around the con
front.ation between modern Western- orientated geo- pc,l1tical 'Zlonisro represented by 
I srael and indigeneous modern Arab Nationalism. Alilerica I S implicit and E;xpl1cit 
support. of Israel forced the Artericans to think more about the "American Probl em" 
than about the Jewish or Arab problem. The consul~ation was highl ighted by a 
trip to Jordan und. the refugee camps . J oe i'10rris} J r . in Los Ange l es !!!nes
Washington Post dispatch writ·~s in the New Yory. Pbst of l-\ay 23 entitled 
"Christinn Students Ask Ne;.{ Palestine Stote-rr:-

... 
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A group of Christian stUdents f ,rom 11 countries have called fc·r estab-
11&hmcnt of a new J plural1Gtic ti tu tc in Palest inc wi th equul righ. ts for J~ws } 

Moslems onu Christians. 
'.i'hey conderm1ed the "ideology 01: Zionism" as contrary to the Old Testa

ment and the source of "Israe.li aggression" aguins t the Arabs J and soid it 
was "anachronistic and dungerous " to found a modern socie1;.y on "a particular 
r.eligious tradition . II . 

The statement came at the end of a weeklong seminar attended by 40 
students} t eachers ond pastors from the Near East, Eur ope, and the U.S. 
It was sponsored by the World Studen t Christien feder ation . 
The seminar expressed u!l.derstanding for the sufferings of .... orld Je'IJry but 
s';"'ljd "this injustice 1n nO way legltimotizes .... hat Isr{iel has wrought upon 
the Palestine Arabs - .. people who have' not be!:n responsible for the sufferings 
of JewS elsewhere . II 

The proposed stnte and a .lasting solution of the Arab- Israeli conflict 
depend on the return of 1.5 million Pal~st1ni8n Arabs to their homes, the 
statement continued . Hi~tbry has shown that Arabs and JeWS can l ive to
gether, but this demands a political sye;tem \-/hich guarentees real freedom 
and equality to nll~ it said. 

The statement expressed deep concern that Israel .... as eoina in the: other 
direction, and "seems to be seeking to establish permanent occupation in the 
territori~6 it hus seized in Jordan} Syrie , and ·E[D'pt ." 

. This has l ed to the establiGhm-.zn-t of' the "Palestine Liberation !-.1.ovements . " 
The cOfmmlnique said 1:,he ava.ilab l e evidence shO\led these moveO'.ents represent 
"the popular aspirations of the Pnlestinian Arabs" and ""'ere ' not terrorist 
organiza tions. . 

. It likened them to other "national liberation struggles" in the third ' 
world} and made specific mention of the suffering of the Vietnamese people 
because of America.n aggression. " 

Reports from some UC!4 l ers Ylho attended are als'o available . UCM participants 
were: vlilliam Bengtson - New York Theological SeminarYi the Rev. Bartlett l 
Beavin - campus miQ.ister in Ann Arbor J 14ichisaoj John Dillon - student in 
London; Hr . and XU's. Richard Ittner - minister in Brcoj.(lyn; George Pike -
mihister in 'Bettendorf} Io ... a ; Jesse Truvillion - minister in New York City; 
and William \<leicenbach - student e.t Ne,,' Yorl~ 'rheological Semino.ry. 

t\.:.legates attending Annuu l M; (:err.bly \11.11 rals~ issues on t.he Ncar 
East Crisiti nnd oenrcl. for \:I:l.yc to rn:l.lH~ them 1n tiH.: urdvc:rnity cOI",m~n1ty 

" '. throughout ·the coming year. 

® Is Zionism an Important and Necessary Part of Judaism? 
.- -. 
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"America is a Christian nation - That assertion flies in the 

face of- historic truth. The only time America was truly a "Christian 

nation" was during the period of hfie Ma3sachusetts Bay Colony. Founded 

in 1629 as a Eiblical theocracy, that colony lasted no more than 
sixty years. It foundered because it imposed Puritan orthodoxy, on 
the political order and CQuid not tolerate.·· dissent. 

Fundamentalist preache rs and politicians continually appeal 

to the patriotic sentiments of ibe " Pj;lgrims and Founding Fa~hers 

as validation of their vision of America as "a Christian nation." 
But they suppress or selectively ignore such. facts as documented 

in the Puritan Ol igarchy, by T. J. Wertenberger who writes (p.76): 
II As fof religious tole r~ tion, the Puritans sought relggious 

freedom for themsevles but did not believe in religious toleration 

for others. 'Tis Satan's policy to plead for an inde~init~ and 

bounldess toleration,' declared Thomas Shepard, while Urian Oakes 
• 

denounced freedom to worship as one chose as 'the first born of 

all abominations' . ' " 

Beyond that, it' is sheer myth, . revisioni.st history', to c'laim 

that America in the go~d old days as as a "ChrSistian nation." All 

major church historians - Drs. Martin Marty, Sidney Ahfstrom, Sidney 

' aIead, Winthrop Hudso~, Ir imothy Smi th t William Wa~ren Sweet concur , i n 
\ 
\ Robert .Handy' oS judgment t " No more than -ben pe'rcent of Amei:±cans in 

1800 were, members of churches." 

~. ' Today, .some 145 million Americans are affiliated with churches . 

~r:sY~'1agogues; that is, _ four out of ten 'Americans are "churchgoers." 
i · 
It is appropriate therefor,e to say that America is 8.JI predominantly 

Christian, society. Bu't the Americaa state remains neutral,XBKB pluralist, 

and sedular assuring first-class ci t i z'enship and tolerance to all 

i ts citi~ens. 

"CHRISTIAN AMERICA WAS A MORAL AMERICA" -

• 

' ,. ' 
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TOI Pllter Stelnfels_. :!teligion F.d1to; New- York Times 

FROM, Rabbi Mare H. T8nenb!lllm, AmeriClln Je .... l~h Co!Dllllttee 

lJINS . SCRIPT; JT~ OOl.UMi 

. "'JC POPE BO!COTT PROPO SAl. "A9SlJRD" AND SHOULD BE R'S'IO~ 

by Rabbi ~erc H. Tanenbaum, retiring che1ral81l of the IDternetional 

Jevish Co!ll!llittee tor Interreligious ConsulutioDs (IJCIC) and A"JC . . 

Intdrnational Relatio~s Con5ultacb* 

'Ibe propos,!l ot tb8 American 88ction of tbe World Jewish Coogres8 that 

Je'Whb cO.llllludtieaJ threu.ghout the ,"otld "ratrain from r.leeting with the currant 

~ Pope durin&: his f"uture visit. ,broad" 1& absurd end l:lischiavous end should 

be rnoked before it does sny mors damage to Ce.tholic-Je'W1sh relations. 

The ostensible reasen for th~ propo3~ "boycott" - a t.rm ~8ed 'WIdely in 

. llsloIspaper headlines, but !1Ot ~1 the ~tJC itsel f, although the effec t of their ,,~posal 

\IOuld be the S8D1e - is "tbe failure by Catholic Church eutheritie. to cl ose dow the 

Ca~91ito convent on AU3chvttz· grounds by the February 22. 1989, agre8d-Jpon dead line. 

At the }lsrcb 23. meetiog of the Intnnoti.,aa1 J':!wish Comcit te<! for Intarnltional 

Consultations (IJCIC) held i o Ney York, at \hIich I "!,resant tha Amer ican Jevish Coa:nittes, 

I vent on public record as dissssoci nti'og the "madea.n Jawish Commltt'le and myself ~m 

-botb the concept and the rhet.oric o!' that tlboycott" resolution. By reaSons .. 'ere IJS 

fo110wss 

1) 'lha IJsswn~tions of thet "boycott" proposal ere £'als9 a.nd distoated . The 

faCts of the SitU8·tiOI'! are t hat t he key Catholic authorities in Pobrd, Vatican City 

(including the Pope), France ani Belgium base agreed in vrlting several timea; to 

remove tbe convent from the grounds of Auschwitz end to mova it to another center 

avay from that death ca&p. 

During 19l'~ . \f.!l1e I sen-ed 8li; cB9ir!!Uln of IJCIC, ! helJte'i Ermopaan J9\Ji~h 

". 
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o ne of "the fateful events" of An~'rl('an Protestant h.1story t 

.,rites Dr. MartIn )'arty (The Righteous Em",ireJ,p.l'/9I, wasil< the emergence 

r:i II two types of Chrlst,.anl tyn _, One party, which may be called "Prlv ate 1'1 

Prote6tantl~mJ eelt:en. that name j',evangellcalll which mrl. oha.raetp:rl?fI!n 

all Protest~tF; early 1n the '19th century. It accent,ed individual 

salvation out of t~e world. person&lm moral life congruent with the ldea~e l 

Df the saved, and fulftllment or Hs aheence in the re~ardS or punie%nts ! 

1n another world 1n a lffe to c~me. The second informal group, which can 

b.e called "Public" rroteetantlsm. was public insofar 8.S "tt Was more exooeed 

to the 80c1a1 order and ·the soclal destln!esJ13 of rnen. 

In 1857-58, during a finanoial paniC" there ~ccurreil the last , 

rev1val ~f re11g1on which was l1nk1to th"e 1nt~~pretation of ternooral 

events. Lay'men gatpered "in nocn prayer-~e~ting8 across the nation 1n 

; -

a largely spontaneoUB ' reV ,"val of selt7exam"in~t l rm and ecrut.tny. This 

rev1val showed tllt those who advocated rev1val.1em, soul-eaving, an~ 

resoueR out of t~e~orld "w~~e 'the sam~ peopl"e Wh~ ~~nt~d to devote 

Virtually e"qual energies to the reform ot -sooiety. While a cer tain 

contentment with the approved sooial contract still linge red with them, 
I 
} 

,I 

( 
! 

, , ' 

they were mostly PCiSTMILLENIM. i ,n their-' outlook. That is. they believed 
reip . . 

that the coming/of 'Ghrlst would occur aftter the earth and eocletv he,d nee n 

parltally t>ranBformed by the ef"fortA of men," This gave them a motive anrt 

basie fo~ a more radic'al """v1ew" of the way "the powers "that nell t !'lat. ran 

"",-society alte~t,~ the livea of peo;le. . J. ~f~ t. ~ . 9"""'"" .~ ~ ; \J,,, .. d(~o.:e-...... fjlA-'< -tl~"J~ I ' , 
, After the 'Sivl1 War, there 'was a surprising rehirth of 

PREMILLENIPLISM which eeemed tQ, he more ",es simistio and · fataUetic ' about 

t he world. The ehatterlng effec~s of 'the wa.r, the trauma "of stri~ f!: an~ 

financial panics !If 1n the 1870.8 and 1880s, the fonnati ('ln of an urbal) 
1>-- ~c.r-,.,;. -H-" "" ~"" ~0 k. .f~ __ £:.':~'; .. ~ 

1,_ ~ 1-1_< .... ~ <'~"i' '\ ' .1<-,......" ~,,/],..A \.AA~ 1 . ... 
C;::.'· ': ~Ir-""---- "T"'"V"- ~..04" ~ ~~ " ..-.. 
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, ,' wor,ld,i,with it. a nparentlY .. intractable proljIeme - ail the.e tog ether le<l 
• , .j; • "/ - '"' :', • • • • } 

'::."';~~;~:~:~~~Ple of good ;wi-ii 'to g1 ve ~p o,n , the id,ea of. prepar1ng for the , .. ' 

/, i't-.:" ',' '~~ng~O~ .'~; ~eB.ven on Earth 'or tra~BfOrm1ng the world . iwf p~'~ ~r: the fo~i~ance 
".' t ... O'f ··· t.~e(;~~·~O.n:d : hti.Yf'-cent'ury .. 8 major. . ura an rev-ival1 'at 'Dw1~ht L. ~MQ6dy "arid a··~ ~ 

" , 
i 

\ 
j, 

- ~ "; )-~ -- .' . . ' .--.... . 

9~O I:' e or le8~er men~ ~' PREMILLE~I~IBM Was r~Vlv ed:. With it C~ql,a c e rtain 
' \ ' - ," ,-, 

:::s:::~ ::~t:::~ds,::l'::s:~:r~e:,l:::i::~,,:o:::l:o s::::l:n:~:kw::t i:T~\ 
holy men ~n·d . w~'~en fo.r Qhrl,s t I ~ ' OOmlng.~ at ··Wh·~ Ch . t lme 'a new ord.er would . \ - ~.\ , 1::i::',: .~k '~ v,..;, /, <$.J.,{ ~ ~""1 ,~ '" IM-:- '~ f-'lk 
beg In. l"~'~ .- <, .. ,.k. ~"" , ,'- "'_ ' ," ,-

. Gf . ....... ;- -r ·/ ~ "~. _,.' " ~.,...:. . . 
Acc o,rdlng ,to ' the I'REMILLENr~I8,T 1nterpretation of , tho. Bilble :- whlch 

1s shared ._ by .~~k·~ '~a~J~rltY of Fund'fime~~·~11et8 . ~~ aeet1oR-)' ~ wOe are 

I, " e \, " :, ' " , 
". '- ."\ " . 

l1ving inthe ,jl'o:at , days. As des~rlb.~ in Religion ann the Ne" lialority by 

7~_Lo .. ell 9;rei~:A~nd Gerald 8~~~b.r; "moral and soclal 'ill • .:. war.~ " fa'miriee.",: , I- I ' ", " \ ,,' ' " f;. j 
earthquakes', P:.olfltl ca-l co"ri:tiptlon, -' etc. - are signs of' the impend1ng end .0.1._-:·.f 

. ·/··t,;t ... ;"..... "i'" ;-' . ... .' .' , 
the pree'ent~ lJvlit age~·t.When -the ~\e, ,l,;t~tlon r·~aoh.e8 the pln~acle Of "wlbk edness ' ! 

. ." J \'0\" . \ 'I '1j .··(/l. 1';h' !. ~ 

J esus ~11"~:7~~~~~~:~~~ .~~~om he~v.eri" "/~\~d th~ _,~r~e company. ~f the r1ghteous then \ 

al ive ae.:!.~81l/a,e . th{~;'ABUrrp.etf!d~~~ln.ts O;f famer tlm:~ B wl.l1 rise to 

meet ~i o/'.!, nr't'Jj..-:' \,1r. "t{lere Chrietl "and h~'8; chy rah ~.illablQe Cfor ,: eeven years , 

Wi th ' ~ 'i:'1~eJoV:~1 or RA~TURE of the \~\7.r ~ eou~ ~ro!!l \ tl)e ~~rid, 'w ·period· of 

trib~i:rubn/~hah desce~~ uoon mankin~ ;'\trang e an~ 'i.,areame ev,e~te sh all " \ 

OOC!fi'1!':!f,l~it;s ,i ILL Rrd~N- TO THE~ NATI~~~ HO~EL~~~. --:r;'~~AnpOhrist wm 
appea,r J.,.~fe sta~~~h 'hlS ~/~l? tliu at ~ab~b;~,n; a~~\~emandthe all~~~i~~, or all 

,$ I. 'If ' ; I' ,. " ~~. ! ,~, . ..., . 

,; [Den. H¥e forceemhall ravi~e , the earth. '\REFUSI~G ! TO ACKNOWLEDGE HIS ' 
''':. . .. I. t I' -.; \ . ",. , 
;' \ ·'" SOVEREtGWty. THE JE~15 WILL FEEL THE FULL 11EIGH'x:' OF' HIS WRITH. In the ir 

da~k~'4It.:~~~r, ~s }he;,'are 8U r:~qiJ~d'ed by ·the · ~:;;~·8 ;·.oi't,h~ An~ ·fc~ri. Bt. they 
., ( ""(?-/ . . ) -I .~:: •• ", .'. ' •. ' •• ·: ,·t ~ \ 'r ... . ..; ·· ... "->;..:'r·;, ... ·~7";:: ~.; .... ~··~ ., ,'-eo." . , .~~ !;. 

shall b.R· ,";xei:£~c!~~~U Il:1Y;., :z:"es·cue~~.~ .. JeBu8 will d.eeCe~d : 'upo!' the"'~~'"(l'TI~~f oir"1/'-W .,;t; 

wi th his h~:~~'~~: ~o~~;a~~'~~arrd.~( ?'~~.~ .... ~1!e- -fore e S'wR of t l"!'~'A~~:~;'::'-' ~<:e(\ 
~~~" :.. ~:".; ,', ; . , 

ollmact'1:c· '·bat.tle 'of-1.- '- ./-.~ . """'s 
. "'-.s..~":..,r.-,:: ...... ,< ... ~ " 

- .. _._.-.• '-'"'"7~=- ....... ____ .. ~~ 
., " 
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MESSIAH AND LORD, AND HE WILL REIGN FOR A -THO UllAND YEARS FROM HIS TEMPORAL 

THRONE IN JERU5ALDI." 

At the end of the "millenium' Satan will be released from the pit 

and war against Chr1st and his saints. In the final battle Satan and. his 

oohort·s will be defeated. Satan will be condemened for8ver to torment, the 

ungodlly dead w111 be resurrected "unto .l ... l~mA"t,· and conatgned to the 

eternal flames. The universe will perish by fire a8 Joeus and the redeemed 

ascend to the eternal bliss of heaven. 

Al though not all fundamental1et s w111 accept every deta11 of thi. 

prophetic scheme, they are in. essential agreement on this .ssettial outline. 

In England, fhe ·Plymouth Brethren under John Nelson Darby had fashions~ 

DISPENSJ:TIONALISM, which divided history 1nto a sequence of ages 1m which 

God dealt w1th man 1n a d1fferaat way sach time. The Darbyite influence 

extendsd far beyond the · cirole of hls gatherings of Brethren. Beg1nn1ng in 

1676 prophet1c conferences were held in the United States, and with the 

publication of the di.pen.ationaI1.t SCOFIELD REFERENCE -BIBLE in 1909, 

the prem111enialist. had an authoritative ·commentary to help unite them. 

WHAT IS FUNDAMENTALISM? 

The word FUNDAMENTALIST was born out of the oontroversy that lasted 

from 1918 to 19:31 betveen. the foroes of "old- style II Christ 1an orthoti oxy 

and ,"newfangled lt religious and eocUal ideas known oolleotively a8 MODERNISM. 
- . 

The i.sue best known to the public WaB evolution foeuse~ in the Seop-•• trial 
. f".,., \"''' "'"-1'' ~ -l~ \., ~ -II ~ &~"'- ~~c-J.--4--C; 

~'1t Of 1925. I\. -""'''''4: ~.~ "" ~ ~. .. 
~t995 a Blble oonference at Nlagra Fall. had drawn up a .tate~en~ 
or Hfundamental" truths whioh separated "true" Christians from "moo ern 

apostates". Theee es.e1IIllial doctrine. were: 1) the Virgin birth of Jesue, 

2) Chriet's death on the crose a. payment for man's elne; 3) Christ'e ~o~ily 

resurrection; 4) the actual, bodily return -of J~8US to earth to establish ,I. 
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. . the earthly kingdom of God;and 5) the absolute 1nerranoy of the Bible. 

In 1909 tvo waalthy Californians, Lyman and Milton Stewart) und.rvrote 

the publioation" and d18trlbu~ion of the II.Fundamentals: a series ('\~ twelve 

voiunies whioh defended the 'five As sential' ·trOth. of the Niao;ra Falls 

conferencs end which attacked the p os1t\on of the modern1.ts~ Hsnceforth 

the term FUJlDAMENTALIST I<ould refen to those who com'h1ned the emot1 onal1sm 

q.f the reVlval.1jte with uncompromising dedlce.tlon to the "fundamentals". 
~(A.. ~""""I (~"'" ~ "'-'l c:;.. ~ ~. . 

Regardless of specIfic eedtarian differenoes. Strelker and Strober 

wrlte,(p, lOS), all f ·undamental1st groupe advocate regular Bi ble reading 

and prayer, attendanoe at church serv1ces, · part1c1~at1nn in the sacraments 

or ordInances of baptism and the Lordls Supper, financial contributions 

to the support of nne's local congregation, avoidance of worldllne s ~;l' 
(prohlb1ted by moet group. e. "word1y" are gambling, social danclng, atteni! .... 

. noe at movies or the theater, 8moxin~, sexual oontaot Qutsine of marr i age, 

e to. ) and above all , the ' wlhni ng of other. to Ct-.rlet. 

They add : "The es sentlal negat1vlty of fundamental1.m is most 

apparent in its un~erstani!lng of mora11ty •. A good man i. one Who refrain. 

from behaVior such as smoking . drinklng. ~oolal ~anc1ng, and car« playing; 

·a good Voman refralns from us1ng oosmet1cs, j ewelry t and Immod.eet a.rse e . As 

long as Q man or 'toman avoIds these temptatinns. he or she 1s onnsldered 

rightsou • . in the eyes of t .he coi!Imunity ~f' BORN_AGAIN CHRISTIANS. Th_ . . .. 

result· 1s a nega1l1.e or oul.tlc eth10 more concenned with status 1n the 

r e11gJ1ou. In-group than responsib111ties to . onel 's neighbor . The revi'Vallst1c 

Christian has been .0 concerned with shunning trlvia1 socla1 practices that 

he has been generally uQocnoerned with . maJor 800181 lssues." 
- 1\""'" u.~ h, k>« ~ Ilfi 1..d" cJ, ~ 

JUNDAMEN TALISM SINCE WORLD WAR II 

Sl nce the Second World War. fundamenta11sm~8 moved In three 
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direotions .: l)ant1-Communiem; 2)mase evangll1em; and 3)neo-evange11ca11sm. 

Each mavement is a response to the over-all decline in fuddamentalist 

influence for almost three decades before 1960. 

Christian Anti-Communism 

. Christian anti-Communism, heade~ ma1nly by Carl McIntire and 

Billy James HargiS, is dedicated theoretically to 1ntorm1~ the nublic 

of the Communist threat to demooraoy. In faot, it has lent re1ig10us 

coloration to reactionary politics, b~and1ng aa ·Communlst ft all prog~amg 

wbth which it dlsagre'es; 1.e., .1v11 rights. the peaoe movement, oampus 

radicalism, etc. 

Maes Evangelism 

The mase evangelistic orusades of Dr. B111y Graham, who first' 

started in 1949 1n Los Angeles , have brought the ,,1dest ·hearinp; eVer 

given to· a conservative 'Protestant message" whioh tor generations haei 

been relegateol to the frinl!es of American 11fs. 'l'hP. o •• rrent reviyal 

of fudallent;ali.sm i8 alao seen 1n the yoath.-orisnted evangelistic 

organ1~t1ons such as Youth tor Chr1st, Campus froeade for Christ, 

Inter-Varsity Xo~th Fellowship. 

Meo-&vange11calism 

Thle development holds perBap8 the . gre~test sign1f1oance tor 

our oongerne 1n th1a dooument. In an attempt to overcome the soc1al 

1s01at1onism and harsh dogmatism of classio fundamentalism, a group 

of "new evangelicals" - who otten ~eJect tha label "tudAamenta11at" _ 

haye sOQght .~ to bring about the revival Df orthodox Chr1stianlty In. 

the midst of the secular world, to make Christian faith the malnsprlng 

of needed so01al reforms, HKdx and to establish bDDad-bssed aRix oooperation 

between all · oonservative Proteetants. In the past three,: years J they 



have Joined 1n broader ecumenical and interreligious activities relating 

to the problems of world hunger. 

In pureul t of "these goals,- the neh" evangelical movement hae foundo:od 

several new seminaries, ~~dertaken _the pu~llcatlon of 8 major periodical, 

Christianity Today. and has b~gun t-o challenge the "modernists" for oontrol 

of the denominations from which the earl1~r fundamentalists have fled. 

The new evangel1cals have dondemned the fundamental1st dlsregard 

for the problems of soclety as lrrespons1ble lndlvidualism. In an editorla1 

concernlng the 196~ Civll Rights Bll1 de~ate, Chrlstlanlty Today, wrote: 

"Patriotism demands individual concern 1n a mltter so close to the 

publlc welfare. And pa~ioti .. ls nelghter sub-Christian nor outmOded, 

eVen in thls sophistlcated age. For Chrlstlans lt ls plaln1y enjolned ln 

. Scr1pture. Moreover, ethics are united with p.~rlotlem; no Christian can 

stand passively by when the good of others is jeopardized. Obedience to the 

law of love for one's nelghho.r requires concern tor the W!lfare (If one l e 

neighbor. It 

In 1973, a Workshop on Evangellcals and Sotial Concern was held 

in Chicago resulting in the publ1catlori of the "ChtOago Deolaration". That 

manifesto read 1n part: 

• As eVangelioal Christians •.. "e adknow1 ed~e tlla t God requlres 1 ov s. 

But we have not demonstrated the love of God to those BUffering 800ia1 

abuses. We acknowledge that God requires Justiee. But we have not nroclalm~d 

"Or demonstrated his Justioe to an unjust American society. Although the 

Lord calle us to defend ,.the socla1 and eoonomic rights of tle poor an" the 

oppressed, we have mOetly remained silent. We deplore the historic fu . . 
invot~ement of the ·church in America with racism and _h O"nepielinuB 

responsib1lity of the evangelical community for perpetuating the personal 

attitudes and institutional structures that have divided the body of Christ 

\ 
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aong colorK 11nes . Further , we have failed to conrlernenK~ the 

exploitation of racism at home and abroad by our economio system." 

The Ch~cago Declaration was also critical of th~ materialism 

of our culture, tbe maldletrlbutlon of the n~tlon's wealth and servlc~e, 

the imbalanoe and injustioe of Internat 10na1 trade anr1 developroen t, 

over_rell'nce on economic and military might, .diocrimination a~ainst 

women • 

. Earlier, the editors of Christianity Today fonooated prtncipl!e 

to guide the con.science of evangelicals 1n the Bo01al arena: 

(1) The neces~ty for informed oPi~ion. (2) The right of all 

Americans to equal rights of ci~izen8hip. (3) The obligation to respect 

those whose consoience leads them to cpnvlctlons ntfferent from one'! 

own. 1.4) The recognition that, eesentla.l as legislation le, .moral 

prob}!ms are ultimat~y solved not by pass ing laws hut by changing 

" hearts. 

WHAT liRE SOME IMPLICATIONS? 

A number of insights or convictione flow from the brief 

overview of evangelism andt fundamentalism: 

First. it 1. evident that there has existed 1n the past and that 

there exists ·today s dl"W!re1t.y or pluralism of Yiewpoints wtthin the 

evangelical or fundamentalist commun1tiee. ~ese range from the 

ultra-fundamentali.~ of a Carl McIntyre to the neo-evangell.m of the 
~~. ot ""*,,,r~'y . . 

younge~(Cone.ervattve Protee.tant.e •. Conolusion: It is no !Dore aoourate 

Dor responsible to l*mp together all evangelical. into ORe group .r 
r21i.l:mltxXkux1t& than it is to generalize about lithe Jewell or "the 

Catholice'. It is equally unfair to select out the characteristic. 

of ODe segment of the evangel10al oommunity whoee qualities may be 
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offenslye and to proJ~ot a neg~tlve stereotype whioh besmirches the 

reality aB well .0 the h&nor of other segments of that community 

whoBe qualities mar well be, and probably are, wholly at varlanoe 
Non-evangellcal Amerlcans should 

wlth the less aoceptable gx factlon. regard it as thelr moral ohligatlon 
eleotlon to oondemna any blgo~ry or preJudioe that may be leveled durlng thi. 
~~p:t~~ll Seoond, there 18 a Btrong tradition within the evangelioal 

othor ornmun1ty espeolally its Southern Baptlot ~enom1nation, of ouoport 
t1mes - ' 
~a1nst or religlous liberty anil! for freedom of consclence. That tradlti6n 
the entire 
eTange- appears to be compromised frequently by the vigorous &8Ssrt!on ot 
11cal 
co"""uni t . proselytizlng ,campaign. which Soemo to, exploit froedom of consolonce 

for the purpose of vanaulehing non-ovangoUaalo and reduoing them 

to oonverslonl.t trophles. Conclusion: While respecti~ the right of 

every group and , person to testify to the truth as he or Bhe see. it, 

non-evangelical America, it 8eems to us, has. a stake 1n affIrming 

the contrlbutions that Baptlst. haTe made in the opirit of Roger 

Wliliams to 'oomplete freedom of a08aoienco'. In the advocacy of 

that at rsspeat for the consoienoe of all Amerioan oitlzens in our 

pluralist democracy, nonJEvangelt4al Americans have a right and dutr 

to e"Po,ct that evangeltoal lsadershlp repud iJlte all proeelyt1Eing 

campaigns whlch resort to manipulation, intimldation, and deceltful 

means f~r br1nging about a dec1sion tor Christ. The same e~oectatton 

would apply to all !rOUp. who engage in progr~e t~'hg~·~f t~h~np~gg~8~nt 
pereon. to change their religiou. commitment •• of the United States shouli 

such n8Yer be r direotly or indirectl for the nromotlon 0:SS 
seotarian Third, the Jewish community should deTelop a ~reater 
purposes. 

awareness of the extent and depth of commitment of the majority of 

the evangelloal community to the r~ht to existence nf the State of 

Israel. For some evangelicals, ths rehirth of Ierael is part of an 

eaohatology that reduces Israel to a role in ths first-act of a two-act ... 
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play. Nevertheless, the very !act of the centra11ty of Israel 1n the ;' 

evangelical oosmology provides an opportunIty fnr ee~loue dialogue between \ 

ivange11cals and Jews that affords an oc~a~10,n tor communicating to 

ivangel1cals a better appreUatton of the htstoric and relig10us mean1ng 

of Israel to 'Jews and Judaism. Concluaion: Wh1le few in the Jew1sh community 

would expeot "}Amerlcan foreign polley bx»ex 1n relatton to Israel or other 

nat10ns to be based on part1cularist theological exeges1s, a President of 

evangel1cal'persuasion clearly woald need to take into account i a national 

concensus of a m1ddle Amer1cathat would'f1nd the oomprom1se of Israel'. 

e:tietence intolerable for moral ae well ae theological reall:ons. As one 
AmetUaan 

former h1ghly plaoed/government off1clal recently told us, "A llre.1deot 

who would sacrifice IBrael'8eeou~lty for reaSons of cOMmerdtal -or 

pOlit1cal expedisnoJ! would soon tind millions of American Christlans 

protestIng 1n the streets 1n a way that would make the Vlebnam protests 

look l1ke chnd's play." 

Fourth, s1d. by eide with the tradit10n of Roger Wnitam. there 

exists the 'oontradlct&ry tradition ln eTange11cal thought of Isaao Backus; 

mamely, that the covenant of Moees aas been abrogated only to be .upereeded 

by the covenant of grace of the Gospel. That exaggerated oppos1t1on between 

the two covenants led Baokus to conclude that there could be 8 no rellgio~ 

fellowship" between Christian. and Jews. When jolned wlth the ' harsh, 

~ Judgmental. and eY~n hos.t1.1e reaotions of some fundamentalists who 

believed. ~s Dr. Martin M.arty deolared, that II coexistence meant rlen1al of 

fi:al<x fa1th, n the Isaac Backus tradl tlcn oould well underm1ne oommitments 

to pluralism. Woree stlll, It , oould continue to feed a harsh ant1-Sem1tlsm 

ae it has ln the past among some ultra-fundamentalists who Were «lltically 

react1onary. Conoluaion: It would be profitable for Evangellc.l and Jewish 
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soholars to examine together their Yleve toward lWRX ucovenant theology" 

and their lmpllcatlons for thelr respectlve . theol~lcal etances toward 

each other. A recovery by ivangellcal theologians of Calvln's original 

deep love and appreclat10n of . the "Old Testament' tradltlon and lts 

ongolng vltallty, and a parallel Jewish appre~&ation of the theologlcal 

'fltallties of EV·angel1cal Ohrlstlanlty would constltute an illl)lortaat 

step forward ln etrengllhenlng mutual respeOt and reoiprocal appred.aton 

betwwen enl*bhtened EvangellCals and~?~S. A forthrlght statement by 
. c. ......... ".'i' ...,tl'. ·hs~ ~ ~ 

Dr. Bl11y Graham in 1974 that 'Ood's covenant wlth Israel 1_ forever, i_ 
. " ' 

everlaeting," and .simi1ar declaratlons· durlng the 1975 conference ~, 

of Evangellcalaxand Jewish scholars were illl)lortant .at etepe ln thls 

oonstructive direction. 
1 

A flnal word: the lssue of Evangellcal att1tudes toward non-Evangellcal 

8J' ' and of non-Evangelicals toward Evangellcale 1s ~.gBtx ~ obviously 

brought to the fore at thle moment in 11ght of the ivangellcal commitments 

of both tABxDemocr~tio and. Republican candidates for the Presldency of 

the United States. This is therefore a moment of opportunity for EvangelicalS 

mainline Pr?_estants, Catholles, Jews, and Greek Orthddox. to clarity 

baSic attitudes and beltefs toward one another. 

In that prooess, a paradox must be acknovledged. Jews living 1n the 

midst 0'( ivangel1cal communities 1n Georgia. 1n M1chigan, and 1n 0.allfornla, 
President 

have been active 1n support of the campa1gns of Gov. Ji~my Carter,/Gerald 

Ford, and of 00". Ronald Reagen. Clearly·, Jews and Evange11cal Christians 

regard And 1n mutual hel~ulneE •• 

the exnerlence of day-to-day 

living relation.hips, and 1n that vacuum there ls a temptat10n ano e .. en 

danger, that false image. and caricatures will eurraee. The democratiC 
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prooesa rests ultimately on making oho1ces on the haste of informed 

dec1aians. on actual realit1es. Th/it process *111 be seriously com9romis.d 
'. 

should deoisions rest on stereotypes rather bhan on the ba81s of the 

demonstrable merits and qualifications of the candidat'e'~ for the logt highest 

office of our nati on. All of us have a stake in apP1Ying : ,~he canons "r 

reaaon and falrmeas dur1ng the ooming electoral oampa1~n.; .. This memorandum 

is intended as contribution to helping the American peopI~ sift ou~ 
'. 

fact from flctione. for -the sake ot' our oountry ~8 well tor .,our ovn 

oons~tences. 

, \ 
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The second involves a ?roposal to establish a central Jewish urban 
instrument on a national basis, which, in addition to serving such 
other purposes as aid to the Jewish .poor, black Jews , and the poor 
and deprived of other communities, can become a vehicle for leader
ship training and community organization work for young competent 
Jewish activists. 

We fervently hope that, in time, such programs '·li11 become the tangible 
expressions of the prophetic universalism of Judaism which is so aliv~J 
and often so anonymously alive, among our young. 

--_. 
.. -- - . .. 

I 

I 
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were defeated in some of these campaigns, who were desc~ibed not only in terms 

of their voting records, and how they may have been deficient in one way or 

ano .. ther, but because they are anti-Chrfstian and therefore anti-American. They 

are in league with Satan and they have to be wiped out politically, and some of 

them have been. Literally finished as the result of this kind of what for me is 

a kind of fanatical campaign . And it is a disturbance of the political process. 

These are issues that people of good will can discuss, however emotionally , . 
9harged they may be. That process has begun this evening, and will continue. I 

would not want to see 1984 repeat itsel f, where Jews vote because they feel fear 

on both sides, fear in the sense of political homelessness, nowhere to go . We 

have not labored In this country, we have not enriched this country, we have not 

sunk roots in this country, to wind up at the end of the twentieth century 

feeling marginal to this society. And we need people like Reverend Jerry 

Falwell and Billy Graham and many others to engage us in this dialogu~, not only 

for our sake, but for the. future of the democratic health of this religious 

pluralist society, which is the greatest bastion of civil and political 

liberties in ·the world today. 

(While sounds continue, they ar~ no longer audible) 

H099/ls 

3/19/85 
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uother deeJ:ue that whatevu the ollullndinl problem' arc bel weco Catholics and Jc~ •• thc mo"cmcol 

or mutual respect Ind solidarity is "Irreversible." 

And tneo on Thursday. Dec. 6, .in the prUence of some 60 Catholic Ilnd lewisII. lude" hom 

many plUS ()~ the world, Pope John Paul II rellera led hil oll·slaled coo"iction thaI God's COVCQ:ln1 

with the jewish people Is permaDenl. 

He Ihen added that 00 dillllolUC bcl,.,ecn Catkolics lod lcw~ should 'ake pllce without ;crleetin, 

on the hOrron of tbe Nazi Shoal!. asains! the Jews, and Ibe anll·$(:militm which made il possible. 

The welk"' 1I11k 10 his pronouncement was his VI,ue, mystieal .cfcrcoce to the holiness of 

JUlinlem and Ihe Holy Lind to Jews, Christians and Mallcm .. Some Jews were disappointed by thar 

refrain, but my realism tells me that ol1ly the Government of Israel hu Ihe authorily to ne,otiue (ull 

diplomalie relatioos with the Vatican, and will do so in its own ,GOd time, 

Some Jewish skepticism or cynicism emerled since this 2Sth observance In Vatican City, What is 

the value or these pronouncements by Valican authorities and the pope abOut anti-Semitism, aDd 

respect for Jews and Judaism1 It has been said already; there Is Dolhins new. 

There lie tlnrly I billion Cltholics scattered around the world. Exctpt for the United Stiles, 

pariS or Westen;! Europe aod derlell Icaders 'in parts o( South Am'eric., the majority o( the wOlld's 

Catholics do nol kllOw that tbere II such a documcnt II Henlrl Aet:lIIc, and are ilnorant about the 

Church's ruadimenllily ehanled doctrines toward Jew) and JudabOl; 

At the meetina with the pope, I Polish bisbop, Henryk MunYlIskl, presented to John Plul II tbe 

Cirst volume o( a Polish I,.OSlllioo o( Noslra Aetlle, other basic Valican documenlS Ind most of the 

po~'s positive speeches on respecl (or Jews and JuddslD. It hIS takeD 2S years (or these critical 

Vatican Council documents even to become known to Polilll Catholics. 

Similar Ign01l0ce of these historic chlbles are common In much of Eutern EUrOpe, where anli

Semitism Clourishes, aDd io larle parts of Soulh America, Africa and Asia. 

The repetition or th~5C lIatements by the pope and other respected Vatican authoritiet are not 

a luxury. They arc I necessity Ir we are ever to uproot Ibe sour«s or this social pathololY of 

demonbilll Jews and brlel. 

I do ftOt upect to be around (01 the 50th anniversary or Nostra Aetate, but on I personal note, 

lei me just say that I (eel privilcled :and deeply Irltified 10 l1&ve beu pari of Ihis biuorlc movement, 

which It., literally lunsrormed Ihe (ourle DC the 1,900 yean or Catholic·Jewish reluions, 

Rabbi A./(lrc /I. TOllellbau", is the form"~ Inurnat!o1lo/ re/OI/OIlI d/r,c/or to Ih, AIIltricOII J,W;llr 

1';0,"111;11", tmd " ;,"""diol, pcul chairman 6/ ,lit IlIItr1lal;o1U1l Jewish ComnriUtt 011 Illft",fiS;ows 

" ·IIGliom. 
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pZRTLY ACCEPTABLE.~. 
The Vatican's concern over the Holy Land's future clearly centered. 

a fear EITHER ARAB OR JEWISH DOMINATIBN WOULD PREJUDICE CATHOLIC INT~RESTS 
IN PALESTINE.TIThese interests, the Vatxican believed, would ~ bettea~ 
proaected by a s lution wherae "NEITHER JEWS NOR ARABS, BUT A KTHIRD 
eDWER, SHOUDD HAVE CON'IlROL IN'mHE HOLY _LAND." (John V. Pwroqnw, British 
Plenipotentiary Minis er to tahe V~tican, . passed thewe views on as Ithe 
thoughts of Msgr. Giovanni x Mont ini, then Acting Secretary of State and 
later Pope Paul VI. 1963-78.) Consequently, the Vatican' favored at this 
time these alternative solutions: 

A) Eitmear a continuation of tahe British Mandaae (or a mandate 
given to another Christian power, Italy or Fr~ce)i 

B) Or - in1i¥;!rnationalization of all Palestdine undear UN, supervision .. 
EITHERA SOLUTI N MEANT\ THAT CONTROL SF Il'HE HOLY LAND WOULD BE 

SAYE:n;;y IN LCHRISTIAN : HANDS and lthat Ule dangaer of the . Arab-J ewish 
conflict degenerting into open war and lthe possible it:tt threat , of 
irreparable destruction bo the Holy Places would be averted. 

------ ... _- -- --------



Botb the cartoon used in this leaflet and the rhetoric of 

the blood libel and " fotoeols article are v,>--tual repl1c:aa of mater-

ial that originally a;>peared in Der SunDer and other Nazi publications. 

There ia reason to surmise tha,t this F8yptian document 18 in fact the 
- -

creation of or 1nfluenced by the Nazi propagandists operating in Cairo. 

At the end of World War II, _ a mnber of Nazis fled to Egypt 

in order to escape capture by the Allies. It is known that IIIIIOD8 those 

who reached cairo and Alexandria --were former members of the Nazi 

propaganda machine under GoelIIIels and Streicher." 

Ihe Egyptian leaflet by Ibrab1rn S ... da was brought to the 

attentiOn of the American Jew1ab C'G"I,,fttee by Christian and Jewish 

professors on the faculties of depattmeDes of RUgion at several 

leading univeraities in the l1DLted States. 1bey indicated that the 

leaflets had been sent to Arab students or Arab faculty members on 

tireirc:aipuses . .. In several cases the Arab students inquired whether 

Jews continue to fol}ov these practice.- today. 

There is DO exact est:1mste of the mlDher of Arab students 
. ... .. 

On the c8lJll>uses of American universlt1es--the range given is frCllll 

8,000 to 13,000 or more, whatever the nUltber, it appears fram their 

activities and pronouncements in _y situa:tions that their efforts are 

closely orchestrated with those of the Arab InfoXllllltlon Offices in 

various parts of the l1DLted States. 

TIle contents of this leaflet W9uld appear on the sUrface to 

be counterproductive to Arab propaganda I'urposes s1\lce it would tllll 
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to alienate ,any rtY"'gbtfW. Christian, or other civilized person. As 

was delllODl/trated by the, "bSh lien technique of the Nazis the constant 

repetlt1mt of , extreIJl& propaganda had the ilIIpact of des~yillg the eon-

1tentional l1mi.ta of psychological restralnta, and 1n llftiDg I:8boos 

frCIIII thfnldng the uothlpkable abont the Jews. 

AD eztr4lOrdinary recruclePce bas takep place ill the ,Soviet 

l1Pion and EasterJI E\Irope ' of the thmea _d carlcatufta , employed 1n 

TIle Protoco18. vb1ch found their pr1Pc1pal ezpresaicin 1n Tearist 

Russia, apd IIOW provides the ideolOgical keystone of every aptl

Semitic _ ill the 20th century. III lID article atitled "AIltt. 

Semittam: Ii Soviet l'OUttcal Weapon, ".Dr. William Korey (BIldassah 

Ilewsletter. Fe!>. 19691 docume..ts that "ill the s ... _r of 1967 Moscow 

la_hed a great propaganda t:aIIq>aigP depicting Zionism as a powerful 

insidious force tbreatenjp8 the world-vide CoIImuPht &pd .... tloP&l

l1berattqn movewetlta. 'the first abot was fired duriPg the first 

week of August 1I1beP &P &J;ticle ePUtlec1 _c. is ZiODism? appeared 

siIDuit-.oualy tbroUgbont the OSSR. Its, opening paragraph .truck the 
• 

appropriate note: 'A viele network of Z10DiaC orgapi .... tiODa vith a 

COIIWQD centar. a <'QIW!04 Prosr-> _d £uncia exceed1Pg by ftor the £uncia 

of the Mafta 'Cosa Noatra' is active behf.pd the sCePeS of the 

iPteralltloual theater. U . 

The basis of 8DOther prop8g8IIcia attack against the "invisible 

but; huge &pd mlgh~y empire" of iIltemat10Pal ZiOPism pubUshed ill 
. ' 



Young CoIIImm1st League's KoaOlllOlskBra Pravda in the winter 1968 

was found to be a I'I""!'hlet of 81 pages entitled AIIIerl.c:a - A Zlonist 

Colony published in Cs1ro in 1957. The antbDr was saleh Daauld. 

SpeciA!Usts 10 the £leld of bate propagandil recall .. Dr. Korey notes. 

that 10 1957 CaU'0 set up avedtablefactory for the production of 

anti-Semitic literature. 

The ext:ent of the distdllutlon ·of this anti-Sem1tic material 

. by Arab sources ..... confirmed in a letter dated Febroazy 9, 1969. 

to Rabbi Marc H. TanenlwulD, director of inte1'1'eligioua affairs of the 

American Jewish Comm1ttee, written by Dr. William L. BoU.day, Professor' 

Be1rut, Lebanon. 

Prof. BollMay writea frOlllBe1rut: 

Let ..., first diacuas .tbe matter of the vicious anti-Sem1tic 

. material being circulated heft. Your 1nfomatlon la absolutely . 

correct. 5aIIe . _tha ago I first tIOtlced copies. 1n Eoglisb of the 

'Protocols. of the Elders of Zion' and of. Henry Fird's 'The International 

3""'" bookshops here; fileae pcmphlets are publ"""'d, . as you 110 doubt 

are aware, by Gerald L.K •. Smith and his 'Chd.stian Nationalist Crusade' 

in IDs Angeles ..... .4Ily Americans bere, let al .... ~1i"bmen and Ar4bs, 

!mow nothing of Smith and his 4Ctivities, so I bavebeen carrying on 
J . . 

.. a kind of one-_ clIIIIpalgn of eclucatlon in this matter. It is 

also <!\lite true (and far more regrettable) that auch material h48 

been translated . into Arabic end is being pdnted here in Be11'\1t." 
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Prof. Ho61$daY .;ldds that ''bUl!dreds ..sk forttt, " t:h&t !,s, for caples 

of the Protocols in the ·Ar$blc 14IlguI1ge at libraries .in Beirut. 

Latin America . 

It .i.s abo widelykoown .inIAtln AuU.rtca. inpsrticular in 
. . 

Buenos Aires. that. llads cooperate actively with Arab League propa-

gandists in vaging a vlgarous anti-Semitic and anti-Israel campaign. 

tiley bav.e bad the collaborat1on.gf the 1llOstnacdonary el_ts of 

"' " . ., 

, . 
~----i 

.. 



. ' .. 

. Great Britain 

Osfam, ·the overseas relief ag~ of the British CouncU of 

Churches, published .anti-Israel art1cles on two pages of a recent 

issue of its "Young Osfam Bulletin'." . The arltish Board of Deputies has 

charged tbal: Arab .. propaganda had pbetrated B ,,".her of chad table and soc

ialorgall1zations. inclu dt .;.goafam, Aci:ording to the Imldon Jewish 

Chronicle (April 4, 1969), ox.fam apokeSllll!D issued a statement regretting 

that 1I1f7 had offended its Jewisb friends. II . 

~.,ortler Rport in the Chron1cle (Feb. 7, 1969) reports 

that "Arabs are spending about £2 mlll10n a year on propaganda and 

pubUc relations in Britain alone. In contrast. tb8 entire Israeli 

public relations trQdget:: fM tbil toJDrld ."'''lDta to o.o1y Et20,OOO. " 

A IDOItber of l'arlflllrent, RAsya:oad Fletcher, stated that "Israel' 8 

eneid.es ..eresypboning off large amounts of · the1r oil revenues into 

the field of propaganda" in Britain and in other countries. 

One of tile IliDst aetive g".,ups in promoting p-ro-Arab pro. 

paganda in G1'eat Britain is. tbe "Council for the Advancement of 

ArAl>-Br1thb Understanding" (CAABU) • Representatives of this 

group attended the second lnterll8f:lotial Conference in Support of 

tile Arab People in cairo in Jan. 1969. .The coofe~e, d S .ted 

by Arab terrodst organ1zatlon8 , wail called to mobil1ze world opln1on 



against Israel. 

France 

Arab propaganda activitIes baVe became _re a;ggreas,lve 

and tddespread .In Fr8!ICe in rec4!llt~tha aiDee the elltsbl1s1111:ent 

of the "Ar.b~FNnch Sol1dadty Coam1ttee." 'l'be <'<l!r!n1 ttee rec4'lltly 

IIpOIIBOred a apec1al "Palestine Iieek" devoted to the plight of 

Arab refugeee and of Arabs 111 Israel-held territory. 

SWitzerland 

A secretariat. for the Se-tnaroof Arab Sbldents lD ' Europe 

bas beenestabl1shed at the Job Knol< St"dent _ in GeDeva. 

Representatives -of this group took pan: in the Interaatlon41 Seminary 

em ' Justice and Peace in the Near Ii'4at bel,d in BeUut. Lebanon, and 

Aman, Jordan. frQID May 10-18. 1968 (see p. 

World' Student cbristiapFederation. 

. . . . 

>"' " • 

). sponsored by the 

.;.-



In ·add1.tioD to Vatican C1.ty, Patriarch ICyril10s wUl vialt 

JbDanta, the Soviet Union, Syria, !.ebanon, Iraq, and several European 

and AErfcan states. (Relidous News Service, .Ian. 8, 1969). 

Patrlal'ch KyrUlos baa made clear his position regarding the 

Jewish JI80ple on a theological level duriDg Vulcan Coulld.l U when 

he pubUcly decla1'ed tbrolIgh the Middle East news agency in cairo 

I:bat "die Coptic Church pzoclalms that the Jews' ftSpOIISibUlty 

tbrougbQw: the agea for crucifying Cbrlst. to In a pointed criticlSID 

of tbe Vatican CollllCU'S pzopoaed decla1'atlon repudiating deiclde. 

Kyrillos pointed ow: that bta Cburch had "placed 011 record that 

DO Chrlat1en a",·horUy, exalted or ~ful, could _d 01' interpret 

these facts (of .1ewiah responsibUity for the death of jesus) in the 

opposite sense." 

According to I:he United Presa InternatioQAl, Patriarch 

KyrUlo8. plana to call a "lNIIIlit coaf_en of the world's Chrlsttan 

l.,.de1'sin catJio aimed at "liberating Jerusalem &an :Jewish 1:"Ul.e." 
. . 

He added, lithe wIIole chrlattan world,. particularly its reUgi.,... leaders 

"Ul have to 1'.1se· as one man and call far a I!lOre effective cheek an 

Israeli aggression and for saving Jerusalem froID its usurpers." . 

i'restd(!mt NUaer recently gave ftnancial support for the 

buUding of the Coptic Orthodox catbed1al in caUo, which vas dedicated 

at a wldely-public1.zed . inte1'll8tloDal ec'ment ca1 eelEillOD1. Patriarch 

KyrUlos jo1.ne4 wlthtwo other Coptic churclDen in sending. letter 

to the National CotmeU bf Churches in the U.S.A. addressed "To 
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letter .. · generally _derate in tone as c:CXD!>"ud with earlier pro

.DO·mcemenu hyKyrl1los • . seeka to explain why "it . 19 easy for 

. (ouryOllI18 1I!eD) to 1eam to bate tbe band by which lnjustice 

comes. "--that is. Israel. Tbe letter also 'Iotas Chat. "one year 

, . 

, 

.' : 

.. , -
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ORl'BODOX CHURI:HKS 

Leaders of the Orthodox Churches in. Arab countries have beea 

particularly active in seeking to use their official positions in the 

Structm"es of tie World CouncUof Churches to influence an anti-

Israel and pro-Arab policy aad progr8lll among the 232-mevbel' denomlola

dona of the wec. The s1gnificuce of t:Iui Ortbodox cburch bodies 

is underscored by the fact that for the ftrst time the Orthodox and 

pre-cha1eedou1aD cIwrch delesates attending the Fourth Assembly of 

the World Council of Churches, July 4 to 20, 1968, in Uppsala, out

numbered any other eOnfess1onal family of churches. 

In an interview on the subject of "PossibilitieS of Christian- . 

Moslem Dt.alogueft poblished in the Dec. 19, i968, issue of the EcUBenical 

Presa Service, the World CouneU's official news service to ita member 

bodies, Gabriel HIlblb, Middle East Secretary for the World Student . 

. Christian Fadera,tion and the wee Youth ~ent. called for tie 

"copernicao' mental cbaDge in the Christian understanding of la1a11!. tI 

Mr. BIoblb. wt>o Ie also geDeral secretary of SYNDESHOS, e 

world · ;federation of 17 Orthodox youth movements, declared in biB 

interv1_, 

"Today there Is a aeandalous association of Christiantiy and 

Ial'ael, ainee the StIIte of Israel is considered a new fom of 

Heatenl aggresSion or a crUsade aga1nat the Arabs and Islam. U 

In seeking to preaent Islam 10 a positive light to Christians, 

Mr. Hahn. contrasts it with. JudsiSlll >ildch he suggesta is anti-

Christian. "Tb1s reUdon (Islam)." Mr. AAhfb 8ssertA _ ''wbl''h _ 
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-

wlOta Jud·......ncosnhed the Chrl.t~ .faith as · the .11!se of 

God's revelation 10 hlatoZy." In cIo1Dg so, Hr. Habib tgnoru 

me _ti-c&r1adaD. tzadit1ona ·in Idaie .... eM ... g .. _ll ... . the 

pro-Chdatian tracl1tfo n8 10 Jud&1s. 

".r _ Habib i:ouclUde& his inten'1_ v1th a can to "the ilorld 

CouncUof Churcha ... to belp Cbri8r .... s aU ~ tile world, 

through ita publlC&tiJma, iu .uff and ~ .. ell. to reach a _ 

wdargt4ndSng of Ia~ to g4lt rid of ~. prejlld1cea. _d to ahlft f1'Ia 

pol...tca to rll&l d~lqgue and acceptance of l8lui," Be ..... that 

• apectal liCCadylaoZy c ... fttee on J;a1a>. should be -.I. 

The ~ _sucHqillJlltly reprillted In part in the 

Ja. 22, 1969, la,u. of the Cllriatian C-tug. 
. . . 

1\mety ftpreaent.ti,ves of the Hoal_ and Chr1atlan rellalolla 

f1'Ia 10 nat10Da _t toge~ fr!llU Much 2-6, 1969, at CUt;lgny, 

.-r Ceaeva .... !! ·~cI OIl the Deed for Coutructlft conversations 

.-. 
. ' . .. 



the llc1BeDical Press Service reported (}!.arch 13, 1969) lire "tile 

apeciAl l'e8p0D8ibiUt1es both religious bear to tile problem that 

exists in P4lestine, and theirc;:omon 1I1ter(!8t in its pes .... ful 

and justsoluUDn. n 

Another lebanese Greek Orthodox theologian, Father Jean 

Corbon of Beirue, aullmltted to the World CoUIICU of Cburches a 

doc;:1Bent, dated JUlIe 17~ 1967, eIltltled, M wlDdum on the Requlre

ments of Christian Faith in Front ·of ·the Falest'ntau Problem. 

Father Corban ate.c_ Isnel as be1.Qg based on "a reclst · 

state. of lIIind, which .nO b\1D811 or. Chrlst·ian coDaclence can accept: 

. As 10Dg as the braeU!l _ to eatabUabu Palestfntc atate based 

. On thla raCism, it wUl be the duty of · all Cill!'lstlaas to be &gaiDst 

then." 

lnaa lODgthy theo1ogical analysis of Judai9111 and Zionl81ll, 

. Father Corbon· 1mpeses pre-critical, 19th century Chriati.an categories 

O!l the Jewish people, and then critiCizes the1II for behaviDg as J ...... 

In their own teftlB. ''The vocat:lo .. o£ the Jewish people is to 

reveal .In ita own history the hlatory of the whole. b._nity; a 

history 111 wblch God dellvers 1t8D. It is because of thls vocation 

that thia people bas not a teapQral o~ poUticaldeiltiDy but it ls ·tbe 

'prototype' of all peoples 111 their heavenly deatifty • • • The Jewisb 

people bas be4D chosen to serve the HiVatiqa of b,,,,city and not to 

establisb ltaelf 111 a · reclsl or religious pecullar1ty ••• In re~d 

to the Cbristian faith, i.t is· clear fran this II!OIIleDt, that the 
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creatiCn of an Israeli state exclusively Jewish ·goes directly against 

the aim of God on the J~h P~le and on the world. II 

Father Corbon adds, ''For a Christian to want to establish a 
. . . 

Jewish uatiCn ~ a political entity only ~esns a misuriderstan'ing 

of the whOle hlstory of salvatlon and corruptlon of the aim of God." 

'lheGreek O1"thodmt priest. concludes his .e9ssy with eo appeal for "a 

wrld-wlde campaign for truth ••• wblch requires the Cbrlsti3D 

conscience to 'demythlfy' the religious and sen.tblental lIlOi:ives 

of 1IM.ch the money pol #3 are covered in the raclst and zlQnlst 

ClIII!palgn ... 
. ", . 

Father Corboola ''c:emor&llduo'' was distt1bUted widely in the 

. United States among l'rotestent cleJ;g~ and church authoritles as 

p81't of a packet of hsckground. IIl8terWe on the Mlddle East lsaued 

July 10, 1967. by the Unlverelty ChrlattanCen~ (p·.O.B. 235, Beirut, 

Lebanon). 

The Univ .... sity christian ·Cen~ · is a major cene.... of pro

Arab penettati_ into Chrlstian denopliNltioDs and their officl.al 
. . 
education and publication progra:s. . l'he Center is sponsc)J;ed by 

fifteen organbations: 

ActiCn ctxrettenne en orlent 

Arab Eplscopal . fNl!ngellcal Church 

Arab E,angeUcal Synod of Syris and 1eba nmt 

Beirut College fQr "'allen 

~ty Church of Beirut 

Ge I Speaking fNangelicsl. Church 
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Halgadan COllege .. · 

Mel rm1te Central COmnil:1:ee 

National Evang",Ucal Church of Beirut 

Near !i'ast SChool of Theology 

SocUty of Fden,ds 

Ilnion .0£ the Al:Itentan E9ugeUcal Churches in the Near Ban 

United Presbyt.-rian Church, USA 

YOUDg Ken's Chri.st1an Association 

Young Women's Chrlat1an AssociAtion 

ARAB CHRISTIANS AND JEIIIJSA1.I!M 

In Sepr-ber 1968, the heads of uab Chr18t1aD cUiIIAIAllt1u. . . 

in Jordan sent a I!II!Ssage to U ThaDt .. sec:mtary Gel\eral of the um.ted 

·Natlon.s, eoad"""ing "the immoraUty that 18 goiDg on around the 1Io1y 

Plaees:~ In Jerusalem. now occupied by Insel. They der"'ltvJed that a 

UN i.lNeatigatQr be sent to report on the· sltul!tion in Jerusalem and 

the measures to be taken "in order to protect the IIoly Places from the · 

immoral acts beblg cOlllllitted tbera." 

The IC8SSBg" Vaa aigJuld by' Bishop Nelnet 5tm"n (lAtin Rite). 

Archblahop Assof (MeltUtes). Arehfmpndlte Anoucbavion(Azaen1aD 

Orthodox), Anhbla~ TheodorOs (Greek orthodox) and Father Harltroun 

(AftIen1an Catholic). The protest was ~rted In the s.ptember 5, 

1968, bullettDft32 of the Ec'''''''''ca1 Presll Se~. The bullet;ln 

added the f01lawing lnfOaMt19n: 
. . . 

"Silni1q- pzotests have been made by vulous uab clv1c: ero..,s 

in Jerusalem, calling attention to the "P""tng of places of cheap 

and vulga.. tertaf.nll!ent. the increased availablliev of drusr. ""d 
. -.. 
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narcotics, the lncreaa .. d incldl!nce of prostitution, and .sbDilar 

conditions wbf.ch they call an affront to the traditimlAl IIiOrats and 

sensibilities of the Arab populace of the Old City." 

At an InteftlAtiona' Seminar on. "Justice and Peace in the . 

Near East." sponsored by the World Student Christian Federation 

(see p. ) and held in Beirut. lebaoon. fran .!4y 10 to 16. ·1968. 

Father Y01!8 ktm !!oubarae presented a paper oft "Tbe lsl8mf.c Calling 

of Jerusalem." ~ not a Moslem. Father Mo""","sc pnsents to the 

Christian student delegates fran eleven countries "the Isl8mf.c v1elo-

. point On the Holy. Land" &s na writ of justice for a ~d group." 

tbatls. the! l'loslESlls. 

After uaeing the history of "the 181pmf,. presence .:I.o 

Jerusalem" fram "the eor.n1c and Moslem" vlewpo1tit, he noteatbat 

"the Christians had let (the ·temple Eaplansde in Jerusalem) turn 

lnto a garbage chap." and that the CaUph 0ma1" on entering J .. rwialem 

""-~d that the place be cleaned and restored to its original 

.-cred ~.cte&"." 

Be then states: "Israe11 Zionism is surely no better an _ 

than the medieval ~des. POp" Urban. fulminat:ing the Crusade and 

ordering the ac.ldWta of Christendom to cbas .. the sons of Ishmael 

to the desert. was, eft..ct1tely. of the ·same inspiration a8 the SODS 

of larael claim(ng OIiIlUShip of the land in virtue · of the same prom1s ... 

Now it is a disgrace for the JeIilf.sh people thus to puody the Christian 

crusade. juat as . 1t .u for them · to be the mercmarles of a colon1aUst 
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world on tile decl1ne ••• MearIwb1le, tile military entry into Jerusalem, 

even more than tbe bloody prOllJellade ineo Sinal (aort of ExOdus in 

reverse). is a ainisw parOdy, not to !peak of an alvnination of 

Desolet1on, wb1.cll would give those veindemonstrationa of a sf.gn1-

ficencs tbey in DO way pOssess. 

His Beat;itu4 ,...1mo8 V. Bakim, Patrlafth of Antincband of 

tile East. of Aleyanclria and of Jerusalem visited New York in the Fall of 

1968 and addressed, an ee • ...,,1cal l\JDobeon at: Hotel lI11tmore, SpoII8Ored 

by Cacholic Neal' liast Welfare. and Near EaSt and Europe Department 

of Nat10nal Council of Churches. ' Accordt.n& to the September 1968 issue 

of LINK, the _tetter of tbe Alledcan Friends "1' Middle liast 

Understanding (see p.). Cha meeting vas "an ec • .,enical first" in . . 

which Orthodox, Protestant, and Rf"""" catholic clergy 8IId laity 

colt.borated. It ..... the first public event ever sponsored by ~ . 

. two groups jointly. 

'1'he Patr1arcb plMded for help in steaming tldeswbleh 

threaten that "in 10 or 1S year. ·tbere will be no more Christians in 

the la!Id of Christ." Part of this • . he stated. is the difficulty 

Christian Arabs have in finding .-.ploymentin tbe Middle EMt, 

espeelsl1y in Is~lt so that J:lIIDy of them are emigm ting. 

Churcb leaders -- including Bev. Frank L. Hutehlaon. Church 

World SUV1(:e direc~ for IDt~retation of World Hlmger PriOrity 

., 
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Program; Ellsworth Stanton III, OVerseas Misshm Treasurer for Nae10nal 

CoUIICU of Churches; the Rev. Barry G.llorNn, Jr •• Nee Executive 

Director in the Middle East and Europe Dept.; and the Rev. Newton M. 

Fin!t, Moduator ' of the Presbyt:ery of New York City, cI1sc1,ISsed with the 

PatrSarch theb' hopes for fuller eclDellic&1 colAaboratloll 1n bulldillg 

bridges of lIDdarstanding between the Arab world and the1le~r:, and in 

. serving the needs of Palesdal"" nfugees. 

Dr. i'axez Sa'f!l!b, SOD of .. Palest1ue pastor 8J1OD8ored by the 

Kwait Fmbusy., has deU9E1ed IIiI addresses in 15 sla tes tbllaugbout 

the U.S.A •• bas ap,eend on" 57 broadcasr:s ~GIIIl1S rad10 and.TV 

.tationa, and bas ·beld 10 press . ~nference8. Be addressed 34 CSllpIlS 

group8. 27 non-campus. grO~8 on nth!! Arab view of the Middle East 

,. 
ARAB PRESSllRE ON ARAB CHRISTIANS 

In addU=io" to the poslt:loll taken by a ", .. her of Arab Cbrlada" 

leader" on t:hi! beals of their rul-.Jft'ish theolog1c~ views, an import

ant foactor involved in their intensifying their anti-Israel c ... pdgn 
.'. . 

dartve. ~_ a moUnting pressure frOlll Arab gOVerQ!leDr:s to llUdermiue 

christ1au 1ustitut_s in their couutrt.es. . For example: 

On the ftC. endatiOn of the Syrian gover...ent, the educathm ' 

adnbten of the &ish League decided at a conferencefn \'I_it to close 

all . Christian schools 111 cOlllltries bel~ing to the Arab LeIigue. The 

juat1f1catiDnglVen for th1s _ was tluit the rellgiollS ellll:lllUilities 

.:.. .. 
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.ere in oPposition,to Arab culture and were guilty of proselytism. 

The education mtnister of Lebanon did not participate in 

the conference. Half of Leb_'s inhabitants are Christians. 

syria closed all Christian schools last y~ ' (9/1l/67). 

Since all schools in Saudi Arabia are state schools, this measure 

affects primarUy schools in Egypt, Iraq, and Jordan. , (EPS, 

April 11,1968). 

The Roman Catholic congregation of priests and 'Brothers 

cslled t~ Little Bro~rs of Jesus have been expelled from syria. 

Observers here fear that this may be the beginning of the expul

sion of (Ill foreign clel'SY i'rom Syria which iast year nationalized 

almostatl the Christian schools there. 

According to the Syrian oewspaper Al Ba'ath (9/12/67), the 
' " 

syrian Minister of Education has decreed that all instruction in 

these nationalized Schools will be given; from now on, by teachers 

and from -books approved by the Ministry,' Al-Hayast reports (11/28/67) 

that "the decf,sion to riationalize and close the private schools was 

taken in accordance with a legislative decree from the period of 

union of Syria and Egypt." under this law, an adm1nistDl ttve 

cOllllDittee may publish filll11 and, irrev;"'able decisions , concerning 
.r. . 

the expropriation cif property , withoue compensation and without 

bearing the opinion of those affected. 
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'? , 
As a resurt of the nationalization of the privace schools, 

" ! 

which primari1y.a£fect those in. rural areas administered by nuns, 

some 10,000 Syrian pupils have been registered in Lebanese schools, 
.. . 

Al-Rayaet repnrts (12/3/67). 

In Iraq, the Natlonsl ' CouncU ·of the · Revolutionary CoIIInand 

ma~ an official pronouncemant of its plans for the nationalization 

of Al-Hikma University i':' Baghdad which · is ·"onducted .by the Jesuits 

of New England. The. university, Which offers "ourses in arts, 

business . administration and civil administration. has been accused 

by members of the Arab Socialist Union in Iraq of being influenced 

. by the policies of the Western nations, particularly the U.S" . 

and of servi"g as a spy center for israel and for the U.$. Central 

Intelligence Agency. Attacks on Al R11cma have come not only from 

segments of the Iraqi pr.ssbut also from the press and radio of 

the Soviet Union (RNS, 9/13/68). 

The least visible but largest of all Christian minorities 

in the Middle Ease are the Copti" Chri.stians of the NUe Valley who 

number 4 to 5 million; or one out of every 6 EgyptianS. According 

to E. Makin (Christian Century), "what happens to them will be the 

most sigUficant test of what fsces Christian minorities under , . 

MOslem Arab hegemony." . In s clause contained in the agreement forming 

the United Arab Republic - Article 4 of the section titled, "EstabU.sh-

.UleDt of the Unified State and The Characteristics peculiar to It-

the governments of Egypt, Syria, and Iraq agreed. to estabU.sh the 
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principal, "Islam shall. be the relf.gion of the State." 

As a result of this policy, Mr. Hakitn writes that ' the Copts 

are "languishing in Egypt itself, where the fires of Arab solidarity 

are stoked." He adds: "The steadyuttrition and continuous depriva-

tion facing it 1s not spectacular. Their problem Is not the ususl 

minority problem, for it lacks sensational attacks and open wounds. 

The problem is one of steady decline, and for those suffering the 

decline it is exceedingly 'difficult to find a dramatic moment in 

.wht'h to. cry or to complain to the outside world. Both the commun-
. . 

ity and church leaders of the Copts are. continuously reminded of the 

rising pressures facing this lonely~inority. But they dare not 

cOmplain inpllubl1c=and must becautioua in private conversation." 

Ill. AMERICAN CHRISTIANS IN ARAB COUNTRIES 

In the spr.ing of 1968 a group of 66 Protestant missionaries 

and pastors living in Lebanon sent "An Open Letter to Christians . 

of the West." This group included missionad.es and"pastors fraD 

the following churches: 

The United Presbyterian Church .in the U. S.A •• Commf ssionon 

Ecumenical Missiort and Relations; the united Church of Christ Board 

of World MiD1stries; the Reformed Church of America; the Near East 

.a4ptist Mission of the Southern Baptist Convention; the Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod; the Community Church of Beirut; the university 

Baptist Church of Beirut; the Action Chret1enne en Orient; and the 
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The letter urged. American Christians to adopt "a responsible 

and informed position toward the continuing )oIiddle East crisis." It 

then proceeded to make the following points: 

1) The Israelis are primarily responsible for the Arab 

refugee problems of ,1948 and 1967. since ''we who live here .know tha,t 

,there has always been a gTut deal of pleasure, and ,not a Uttle force 

(by the IsraeHs)to "encourage the Arabs to leave." ' 

2) "Jerusalem has , been overwhelmingly Arab fram the seventh 

century until .•• the 19th centurt' (This is uncrue historically); 

;3) They romanticize th8 "fedayeen" and support the 

Arab comparison of ,the terrorists' with "the Undergftlund fighters 

in Europe during the Nazi occupation." 

4) They , challenge tbs interpretation of the reuniting of 

Jerusalem and of the ' return of the Jews. to Israel as representing 

"tbs fulfillment: of Old Testament prophecy.'''Their explanation 1s 

that "such promises' of, return were understood as p4rt of the ac:don , 

of ~ at the very ,end of history rather , tbsn of men within history." 

They add that "the church is the new 'Israel of God'" and ask "can 

Chrlstlans beHeve, that God's promise is fulfilled by the occupa

tion of Palestine by the modern political state of Israe11" 



. . .. 
-27-

. S) They assert, "just ·as Christlatls were called upon to do . 

all within thetr power 2S years ago to relieve the suffering of 

Jewish victims of N4zi persecution so now we are called upon to do 

all within our power to relieve ·the suffering Arab refugees." (The 

missionaries and pastors give no indication of what they did to 

relieve the suffering of the Jewish victims of Nazi persecution.) 

. They conclude their letter to the "Christians of .the West" 

sugge.sting "the t1mehl.aa come to exert apecific political and 

economic pressures on Israel because of her continued defiance of 

the resolutiOns of the United Nations." .They ask that this C8ll1-

paign be carried out "not only througboour own church agencies but 
'. . . 

also through cur government and the United Nations." · 

For further informatlin, the 66 missionaries "rec.CAWJelIJ 

the publications of the following groups: The American Council 

for Judaism, the American Friends of the Middle East, and Americans 

for Justice in the Middle East," all of which are anti-Zionist 
. . 

and pro-Arab groups. 

Theae views were brought to the attention . of American 

Christians through the pubUcation of the full text of the "Open 

Letter" in the influential ecumenical weekly, The Chr1sttan Century, 

. MOnday Morning, a magazine for Frotestant ministers; the Middle 

East Newsletter, published in Beirut, Lebanon, by the Amerieans 
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for JustIce 1n the M1ddle East; and Al Montada, " an English

language Christian News Bullet1n, June-July 1968 1ssue, published 

by the Documentation ' Center of t~ Ec:umeni~al secretariat for 

"Youth and Students in the Middle East," whose " headqusrters are in 

Beirut: ' "" Lebanon.· 

". 
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CHAPTER III - ADVENTURE IN SOCIAL UNIFICATION , 

Through much of American history, our political parties have in fact been 

sectional in nature. Even with the ascendancy of the Republican Party under Abraham 

Lincoln, after the Civil War each party dominated a different part of the country, 

the Democrats in the South, and the Republicans over most of the North. 

That sectional ism and .i ts di vi si venes 5 was perhaps IOOst dramati ca lly 

expressed during the 1924 Democratic convention. William Jennings Bryan, the "Great 

Conunoner ll from Nebraska - Richard Hofstadter characterized him as lIa circuit-ridi.ng 

evangelist in politics II - had a galvanic effect on the fanners and laborers of the 

South and West when at the IB96 Democratic convention he delivered his fiery "Cross 

of Gold" speech which won him the Presidential nomination. ! ("You shall not press 

down upon the brow of labor this crown of thorns, you shall not crucify mankind 

upon a cross of gOld . lI
) Bryan's campaign was the last protest " of the old agrarian 

order against industrialism, and the last attempt of the new order to clean house, 

to sweep away the cynicism and apathy which had been characteristic of American 

politics for thirty years. 

Bryan, whom the Popul i sts ca 11 ed "the Boy Orator of Pl atte," through hi s 

revivalist ' oratory :might':inflame' the Bible' Belt; but in the Eastern cities he was 

regarded as a repellent. even comic figure. Runni .ng for President on the stre.ngth 

of a monomania. namely. free silver and cheap money for the farmers. Bryan was 

ridiculed and condemned by all "Eastern Respectability'" 

When Bryan rose before the 1924 Democratic convention in New York to oppose 

the denouncing of the Ku Klux Klan by name. contendi .ng that lOwe can exterminate Ku 

KluxiSm better by recognizing their honesty and teaching them that they are wrong," 

he was hissed and booed by the galleries. 

,/ 

• 
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Tanenbaum! II I 

By 1924', the East - which Bryan had called "the enel11Y's country" - had 

given birth to its own Great Commoner in Al Smith. Prohibition and the Klan were 

the immediate foils in the duel Smith and Bryan had fought. But behind each antagon

ist were ranged the habits and prejudices, hopes and 'frustratjons, .prides and hatreds 

of two different cultures and two historica"l eras. 

The very eccentricities and mannerisms of the two men were symbolic. The 

brown derby and rasping East Side accent, which stamped Smi-th as lIone of our boys II 

to the sidewalk masses, sent shivers down the spine of Protestant respectability . 

In turn the traits which made Bryan seem like the voice of pious morality and ortho

dox religion to his Prohibitionist rural Protestant following : , the liberal use of 

Biblical images and quotations, the resonant Chautauqua tones, the heaven-stomping 

energy - made him sound like the voice of ~,igotry ' to the urban masses. 

Bryan had made no appeal to class hatred. But his followers were full of 

it, and "Pitchfork Ben" Tillman of South Carol ina called 'upon the people to throw 

off their bondage to the Eastern money powers who, he said, were more insolent, than 

the slave power. 

Both men were mouthpieces of protest - Bryan of the ovennortgaged Bible 

Belt, Smith of the underpaid melting pot. Whether either was understood in the 

other ,'s country was doubtful. Could the factory worker really share the despair 

of the farmer watching a sherf ff tack a foreclosure notice on the barn door? Could 

the farmer feel the vicarious terror of the factory masses readi,ng of a shirt-waist 

factory fire in which 144 women were trapped and burned alive? The year of the 

Triangle fire, 1911, was the year Smith first went to Albany. It marked the 

beginning of his fight to improve factory conditions, reduce the hours of labor for 

women, and for other social l.egislations . 

" 

. iI!.~ . 
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What Smith embodied was the revolt of the underd.og. urban immirgrant 

against the top d.og of "old American ,t stock. His Cathal icism was an essential 

element in that revolt. The so-called "old ll immigration which settled the farms 

was drawn largely from Protestant countries - England. Norway. Sweden. and Germany. 

The "new!! ilTllligration after 1885 which crowded the teeming cities came mainly from 

Italy, Poland, Russia, Greece , and the d.isint.egrati .ng Hapsburg Empire. The la.rger 

part of these new immigrants were Catholic. They also included perhaps 1.500.000 

Jews·. 

Because they came to this country late, these immigrants and their children 

were concentrated in the lower economic rungs. Moreover, they resented what seemed 

to them efforts to force conformity to an Anglo"Saxon. ·Protestant culture. through 

Sunday 61 ue ·Laws. prohi biton, and the Klan. Throughout the i ndustri a1 ized East, 

the make-up of society was such that Protestantism coincided largely with the Repub

lican party, with mill owners ~nd financiers, with the snobbish members of the exclu

sive clubs - in short, with the discrimination and sweated labor. with illlTl.igrant 

minorities who were looked down upon as inferior beings :- in short, the lower class. 

It was not until the revolution of Franklin Delano Roosevelt in 1932 that 

this balance of separate geographical dominances was upset. Roosevelt touched off 

a race to nationalize the basis of support for both parties. By transforming the 

Democratic following in the North from a largely Catholic party to one whose main 

appeal was economic, Roosevelt began the process of undermining Republican voti .ng 

stre.ngth. The key to that erosion was a new tendency to vote on the basis of income 

and economic class. The ability of growing numbers Of Americans to vote more 

sharply in economic terms. appears also to have been strengthened by the ebbing of 

anti-Catholic feeling during John F. Kennedy's administration and by the slow weak

ening of anti-Negro prejudice in the South. 
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The real drama of American politics, S.amuel Lubell has noted in his per

ceptive study ori ' Tf'H~ ' Futute ' 6f ' American ' Politics, lies I,'in the, constant struggle for 

national uni~ication, in a ceaseless strivi.ng for la more perfect union I made essential 

first by our continent-spanning expanse, and later on by the'·:astonishing variety of 

people who -were drawn to thi-s countr'y:_ The screws of internal adjustment have been 

t .ightened by the mounti .ng burdens of leadership in a t'ime-shortened world. 11 Lubell 

adds: 

"My basic faith ... runs to the belieif that in the long run the political 

future bela.ngs to the forces of unification. , Somehow, often in ~ays that are not 

readily perceived, the unifying forces eventually win out over the dividing, separ

atist influences. II 

Lubell points to economics, culture, politics, and technol.ogy as I1nation

alizing forces" which tend to impose their influences across the whole nation, over

riding its sectional cleavages, differences and traditions. These nationalizing 

forces, he adds, are the carriers of change which disrupt the present and shape the 

future. 

The current era of the Democratic party dominance as the majority coal ition 

on the national political scene .has been, in lubell IS words, Itan adventure in social 

unificiation.11 For the elements of the New Deal coalition - the children arid grand

childred of all the urban minorities, black· arid· whi.te Southerners; workers and 

farmers, - the problems of social unification have been "life or death issues. 1I 

The essential quality of the majority coalition gatheced· t6d.y·:in ·; the Democratic 

p.arty is not its Illiberalism" or "conservatism" but its timeliness. The elements 

in this coalition m~st be alive and responsive to the newer problems around which 

the unification of the nation spins . 

Of the many trends remaking the politics of our time, Lubell singles out 

lithe quickening economic revolution in the . South, which has altered the dynamics of 

Southern sectionalism to where it has become a pressure for political unification . 

with the rest of the nation · " 
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11m sorry that it did not occur to me to send printed galleys to you at an 
e-arlier dateJ ~ but I had intended to send the advance copies of the actual 
magazine with a covering letter to all of you, ': even before I heard from the 
Rabbi, ; and the alternative of sending galleys ' earlier" had ~imply not occurred 
to me.'! I undoubtedly would have written' to you ¥lbout the use of this material 
earlier if 1 had planned on including it in any different fann in the m.agazine, ': 
or if transcripts of the programs had not previously been released to the 
pres 5 by WIN"S"~l ' 

1 do hope, ': however, \ that any uneasiness that may exist on the publishing of 
this material will be put to rest by this covering letter of explanation and 
the galleys of the actual Decem1;:ler .Philosophy that are enclosed. i 

I will certainly be sorry if the appearance of this material causes the slightest 
embarrassment to any of you," as that was certainly not my inten~on.:~ And I 
think that several thoughts on 'that very question ... -since it was raised in my 
phone conversation with the Rabbi--may be helpful. '; . . 

First of all;' the presence of this material Within PLAYBOY cannot properly 
be construed as an endorsement of this pub(ication by any of you, ': since the 
material appears as a part of The Playboy Philosophy" ~ over my 't?y-line;' and 
it is made very clear in the ~pening 'paragraphs exacUy how, ': why and where 
these discussions took place. ; (With a plug for tlTrialogue" and WillS Radio 
in both the introductory porti:on of the article and on the Playbill page, ·, indicating 
what is included in the issue, ' at the ve·ry front of the magazine, : Murray. i) 
In other v.o rds, } no ·one can asswne that these statements were prepared by 
you specifically for publication in PLAYBOY~' which might inlply approval of 
the magazine; nor is it possible for anyone to· mistaJ;tenly asstune that we gathered 
for this discussion under PIA YBOY's auspices~J 

The exce'rpts taken from the transcripts of our discussions were edited, ·, both 
for greater clarity and to permit expanded answers to some of the. questions 
that you ~t to me,; in which I felt our readers would be especi~.:tly interested;; 
I was extremely careful throughout, ·· however, ~ to make c~rtain that your 
individual positions and points of view were left complete ' and unaltered .. ·' and 
that no inaccurate implication was permitted through the more subtle effect of 
anything else ·around i t being altered or excluded."· 

In the introduction to the IITrialogue" material, · I make a point of establishing 
that our particular diSCU5Sion, ', rather than being unique, · is but part of a much 
larger re .. examination and discussion of these subjects, ··· going on within and 
between our secular and religiOUS society t.odaY~ :i . 
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Prof. Holladay adds that "hundreds ask for it," that is, for copies 

of the Protocols in the Ar-abic I:language at libraries in Beirut. 

Latin America 

rt is also wide'ly known in Latin America,. in particular in 

.Buenos Aires, that Nazis cooperate actively with Arab .~eague propa

gandists in waging a vigorous anti-Semitic and anti-Israel campaign. 

Tqey have had the collabora~ion Of the most reactionary elements of 

.... 

'. ; . 
:), - ,. " 
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CLOSING SECTION - RELIGION! 30~"ETY! AND STA'l'E 

Thefi nal section of the book will examine the controversial 

issues that haver e~gged regarding the relatiorrship of religion 

to state and society . 
Citing historical, theological, and social ethics sources, the 

book will make the point that power, wietLded in the name of God, 

is subject to spe eia l pe rversions , The only corrective fo r either 
relig ious fanaticism or the secular fanaticism of political relig i ons, 
as Reinhold Niebuhr has pOinted out, "is an open society , as it has 

developed in the last three centuries, which grants no immunity from 
cri ticism or review to any ilUt hori 'ty procla.,tming the truth, -whether 

in the political , the religious or the scientific ret:!:lmi-" 

There will be an examination of 't;he moral dilemma eIDe"L'ging 

out of the exercize of ,corporate power by religious insti t utions: 

GEX:"" on the one handl, those committed to "the prophetic traditi on 

cannot; escape the responsibility of' moralizing pov'.'er j oru: the other hand, 

they must resist all temptations to make a bid for direct power . 

The religious g~oups - Fundim~?t8:1.ist as well as ' Cathol ic, Protestant , 

and Jewtsh - should seek to make effedtive use of indirect methods of 

pressure, namely, motivation of the moral will and persuasion. Of:.t}qg 

"all the steady contributions which religion makes to Ame!E'lcan liffe , its 

creating a moral atmoshphe re and cOBsciousness, within 'I'/hich sodli:al and 

polit ical decisions are !Dade, is more significant than that of supplying 

"pori tical proP9sals for these decisions . It is more a policy of religious 

insti tutions indirectly shaping a whole pattern of national thinking 

than of supplying precise doctrines. 

It will be shown that mainstream Eva!'J:gelical Christians 

pursued .this path of cos"Bciousness- raising , trall sforming the invidivua l ' 
attitudes and behavior tather than resort to the naked , direct use 

of political power. It is essent i al " that we help all Americans understand 

that the Ma,a:EZi::tJ! Moral Majority is a radical deviation from the 

historic course of Evangelical Christianity and that its p resent 

trends constitute not only a betrayal of its own church but a 

ge~ine threat to the viability of a frag ile democrat~ society . 
"-
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ciecisive e~~p ::: 2ssicn \;'Jhen t he Ame:cicall Cath91ic hierar chy designated 

a special su!;;-cotillllission on Ce i:b"ol:i.c .. ~e·tdsh rela t ions ct: l!:c:::,:ed l·7i'i:l"! 

t he responsibil:t~y of imp'lement -i n g t!.1e objec t i ves o x the Deelara t ior 

i n e ~Jery level o r: Cath oli c culi:u:::e 2nd soc i e t y . '!'i:~E:! de te~ined 

~c tion 0;;: d ".e Va ':: i can t ha t put a~! e,l c t o tIle "lJene:;:2tio&.l o f Simon 

02 T-cent~-th.!!t :.~:!..t~t b lood. li~e ~. epis ode ,:Jbich s:tnce ehe J5th 

Csnt u:cy has -r..:.. 2ei.t celeuZ'~te~ by o;."'tr!ua l procession i:l c ouZh. i:he 

s treet s o~ T:!'ent, :cepell tu:s an ::'::ls u l t t o t !,e nhole of t he J2l-1ish 

people--u ss sll.o i:he::: impressi\le .:.~.emol.1.s t;:at ion o f U':e commitme nt 

of the: Catholi.c Ch t.!:.:'c l·: to e:;:pr ess in deeds :!:i::S net;t C] 'ctitude of 

? espect ailcl es t eem i or the J etl)ish people. Th e or der o :i: Car dinal 

Dcpfue:c or i·.~L!I1ic2·! t o t he o rganize r s of "i:he (?'berBmll1e~::,gal.! I'ass i on 

!'lay to rev i se t he t ex.t so tha i.: all snt i-Jen ish r e fer .ences E: :::'e re

DlO',," ed i s anot hej: ear nest or the Ca t: ~:lo l ;.c Church t s cODllnitment t o 

t he i.~proo tin3 t he sources of iUlti-Seoil: ism. 

In t he race of t !le a gonizing his t ory thai: t he people 

01 t he cross he d "{;":; :)l!ght in t he t -rs ns£o:cmstion or the Jeu s into 

.e c"'.::oss among t~!.G peoples the:ce s~:ou lc.! not ' Le t oo ~ea i: ba rflement 

or twndez- O~le:;:, so~ of t he s kepti cist l 0 ::': a n t.mJi;e!' o f the J::!".:Iish 

pe op l e in t h is c oc.."1·~::..y al1d at.roa (~ 3S ';':0 th~ r eal meantrlg 0 ';= the 

Va t ic~l1 COl!l'!cil Decla:!:'a tion "i;o i.:hem , no t hei::: chilcl:~en . As lon~ 

'::: 8 l1at he r J ulio de 1~!e.inv il1e o ~: ~)ue~OG Aires is Bllol'~ed "by t he 

C~tholic h1eratt!iy: t o serve as C"!.!apls in t o 2 ~oup o E younz Ca tholic 
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I?ascists ~ -:·:ho :ruthlessly £xplo i:t ar.. 'i:i -S€mitism :Cor thei~ economic 

and polit ics!. pl.r::poses; as lon~~ as 'hostile i:eferences' to e~:~ Jen isii 

people, ' and Jt1..daism and t!le Sync:. zogue ~ continue t o eppeE!' in Catholic 

te~~ tboot!.s, raissa3.s ~ liturgical cOl!mlenta~ies and sermons ~ a X-.L'eErt 

m.2ny Jet'1S 't·~:1.!1 cont inue to -v ie;:J t: ~i.e Vs ci.can Council DecJ.are"i:ion ~s 

;9 vain and e~)en !:1ypocriticel s hoo,: : . ~1.g ·:.7ing t'1ort:ed clos01y with 

members of t he Ce c;l!olic co~r..ity . ootil. ~:'tere and abroad ~ especis l ly 

i.n the fields 0 1 :.:eligious histo',::y ana :.:eliziol!S ecl.ucation . I am 

deeply per suac.ed t h=:!t: a V3St and i:creve:·;,sib le tide of self-purifi-

cation ar:.d sel£-co'!:zoection uith :-ce3a1.·d t o the port~8yal o f Je'o s 

anci. Ju.daism ::n ,:h e t each ing procecs of t he Catholic Chu1:ch -- no:!' 

should the P-.:::·o~a:stcmts Le sli::;l :.te.d 

f t"uit s of this p :,:ocess are al:ce~cly in evidence. '.l'tst i s no t: to OV E&:"-

1001':. t1!e ha~:d 2eality "i:hat a g".a:est deal more nEeds t o ~e dOlle ~efore 

~-he last I;']eecls o f. .:::r .. '1t:i ... Je;:J"ish teaching and anti-Je'O:t.sh l?oison are 

removed. r ,u !:: i n my Judgmen.t) no Jeu has a t"ight to scant 0","- t o be -

lit tle the :;"1.:ea t a (bances that h~7e been msde a l?eacy. I am 

persu=!ded th£t 'Oe D?e not") going ~h.rouZh 2 peri od o r trans i t ion 

as they seer:. t:6 find appropriat:2 ns'O t'Pdes o f rela t ing t o each 

o ther in a g.!'ooint c!imat:0 oi l!ll!tMl "::olerance a nd es te~m. 

· ~.c~'i:!sition" may ~e too loose a ",ord. As one 100!,-s 

benea th the st!Z'face of e ven"ts ti.!at have t.ol~en p lace in Jeuish -

Christian r elatioIls during the pas t i'ive yea:rs~ a na is probably 
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j ustified in, asserting that Catholics and Jews, and Christians and 

Jews generally J have reached a cri tical stage in their relations 

perhaps even a crisis. The present encounter) in fact , is not 

unlike that whi ch is taking place betwee~ the Negro and white 

societies both in the United States and abroad. For generations, 

indeed, centuries, the Negro and ~lhite societies on the one hand , 

and the Christian and Jewish societies on the other> have lived 

side by side relating to each other in the main through abstra;- '· 

ctions , stereotypes , and mythologies. The evolutionary world 

s itu~tion, the grot-11 ing interdependence of the whole human family, 

the restless yearning for elementary human rights, the t errible 

risk that hat~ed and divisiveness poses for the survival of the 

human race in an age of intercontinetal ballistic missiles--all 

these forces have rendered anachronistic the ancient modes of 

caste , class and Z'Bcial and religi ous pride. 

During the coqrse of the de"liberations of Vatican 

Colincil II in connection with the ' lJewish declaration , : the contra-

die tory and at t i mes confused views expressed with regard to the 

incIus"ion or elimi nation of a passage in the third version of the 

text relat i n g the question of the conversion of the Je"t"ls brought 
, 

into sharp focus the fact that the Catholic Church has clone very 

little serious thiru<ing about the place of Jews and Judaism in the 

divine economy. n~Bt episode alone underscored the need for 

Catholic theologians and 
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schola:::s to deve l op a t"heolozy 0 ;: I s?"'ae l and t he Synagogue in 

salva t ion his t ory tha~: has s ome co::.::&:ssponde\."!.ce o i th the h is·::o:::ic 

4eall"ties o :Z 'i.: 1~2 pz:esent "d3Y l :!::,:i.ng Jeu is!l people. t. ·;:. i:~1.e same 

time, tb:: i.:..e '.:;t i l..:"!.e ::.: i!1g and. ~.Je~·J ~lde::ed ~esponse o f many Je:~s \:0 t he 

Vat ican COUllCil Ir~ -.;·,hose a ·;:ti 't t!des canard presellt -,~.ay G~'.ris t ians 

a:;:e b ased. on -old 'i;;o~, ld memo:d .es 0:': Ch:d.stians as persiacGt"o::s , 

the !'~lities oi a n emergi ng : Jne··:·, Ch·.: i s t ian" socie t y tht!"i; is 

s truggling in Ul.1.pa::allele o. fashion t o up:coot ant i .. Ge'lDii: i. nUl and t i.J 

:cesto:r ~ he:': t:::adil·. ~ons to L', ib11.cal ClO ·:!es o f. tho ught ~:..:.d pr a cLice . 

mat:e o I t;1.C J~u i s t ~le Cl".r :i.s t i a r.. f oS i~nse i3I1or ance ) if: no t il..:;. 

l i t eracy , '., re~a~din.z J ude; i sm. 12 tl-;.e Jr:!'( ~s ':"ere S,1.!pposec1 ·co I"'.Bve com-

mi tted de lcic.1e aga ::".nst Jesu.s ~ t:~1en ~ ~'€at m2ny · Ch::is f:1.ans in f ac t 

~;Cl ve cOL'IIlitted ~ !olnicide Cl ;z;a i ns i: !·d m. 

Gu t JeSt!.s f lL::e;. his p:ceac~·ti.ns~ :.t2.S t:each inz) bis vi s i on 0 :( the 

!(i i,l Zdoti;l 0 :1: Go;:] ~ t he ve ::y ~.:oun~ 0::: . . lU .S mess i .eni sm cannot ~)e ac-

Syngagoue i his lii:e 0 2 l--701'' s hip ~nci ob servance 2 S a J e-.;,) ane. h is 

Indeed , 

the Hen Tes tamaen~: i l: self: canno t LIS f ully cotnp:::-ehended as o the r 

. f 
, I 
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than a Jet1ish booT.::., l1ritten almos t entirely 0}r Jeus Eor Jeus, and t -::;. 

the Jewish mode of exegesis, knmm as Hagaddah. Long passages of 

the New Testament are, indeed, actually nothing less than new and 

different exegesis of the Jewish Dible, the difference being de

termined by the belief in the divinity of Jesus, which stands in 

opposition to the uncompromising monotheism of Judaism. 

The significance of this Christian amnesia regarding 

the Jewishness of the origins of Christianity is that the 

Christians who live in this ignorance are expressing the t1arcionite 

heresy. God bestowed promises upon the Jews, and he chastised 

them with curses , in order that they might repent. Dut a certain 

tradition of Christian teaching appropriated the promises for "the 

new Israell! and imposed upon the ;'old Israel ll the left,~~ver curses. 

In this way, many Christians found it possible to cesse to identify 

religiously with Judaism and, worse, perceived the Torah and 

Judaism as "stagnant" and i'dessicated. " From this conviction it 

was but a short step to the belief that the Church lIsuperseded" 

Israel -- despite St Paul's admonition in Romans that Godls call 

and promises to the Jews are irrevocable. 

When one adds to this ignorance of first century 

Judaism the even greater lack of knowledge about post-iliblical 

Judaism, the ground of misunderstanding becomes an abyss. To most 

Christians, Judaism came to an abrupt end with the close of the 

canon of the· .Hebrew Scriptures. J ut Judaism diG. not come to an 

I 
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end with the Old Testament. Just as a non-Catholic does an in-

Justice to Catholicism by failing to take into account the 5ig-

nificance of tradition, Church teaching Bnd canon law , in addition 

"to Sacred Scripture, so do non-Jews distort Judaism by f ailing to 

recognize that modern Judaism is the product of a long and rich 

development of post-Biblical thought, devotion. and piety that 

the great ltabbis and Sages of the Jewish people developed over the 

past 1,500 years. In the absence of that knowledge, t he continued 
, 

use by Christian pedagogues of the stereotypes of IIPharisees" for 

hypocritical post-Bi b lical Jesus, the false antimony of Judaism as 

a religion of law and justice versus Christianity as a religion of 

love, mercy, and compassion, will only serve to perpetuate bias 

and no-notQingism in religion. 

In this perspective, it: has now 'become very clear. that 

there are at least three major and decisive areas of scholarship 

that must be v i gorously pursued b y Catholic ., and other Christian 

scholars, if the Vatican Council II call for "biblical and theo-

logical studies " are to be translated into "mutual understandi ng 

and respect. !! These are: first , crit i cal commentaries and inter-

pretstions of the New Testament that will remove any possibility fsr 

bigots to exploit certain expressions in the Gospels for anti-Semi -

tic purposes. An el<cellent example of such studies is to be found 

in the essay HAnti-Semitism and the Gospel,li by Father Dominic M. 
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But I think there are pro~bly lOOre proxim!te historical end 

:r psyehological tQrces at play_ Many Americans, especially politically 

active Chrl~ti8ns, see American torei~n poliey primarily throu~h the 
-------.,,--

disasters or VletaamR. An unnecessary war, the tragic huge losses of 
-----;.,r---

!1 Americ an .lives. Thl!lt perception, I believe, dominates much o~ th's 
~-' -- _._- --_. 

".I Christian res!)Onse to Sad~am Hussein and ; £ 
-----ij .. ,--

:~! an-;'th;;" ki~d ~r Vietna!ll8se folly. 

Iraqis aggression as 

Much of l: Jevish leadership, both in Israel and the tiiaspora, 

~!i failure -of Vestern ~verruDents to co-ntain JUtle-;- and -hl;j'~ggern8uts 

----':!~I--.-nd. thereby prevent the un~rec9~8d rnas~aeres an:!. desi~uct19n or VOrl-d--- -

----~: i+; --aar -II . 
. rj 
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The crtticsl question ifxkwx 1s how Jewish agencies will define 

:1 _--:\ilf-_____ It 1s such 8 conc,ption of the duties. ~~_ r~s~~~~i1-!!_1"" __ 
.,i 

_~~_o_o_n_e_' s own group -snd to' the general wel~~_re_~ha~:~~u_l_d_becc:a:.~--"th:ce,,-___ _ 

;ibasls of the ney cycle of ethnic rehtionsh'ps in our changing n9t1"o::n::.~ ____ _ 
--------~!---- ._-- -----------_ .. . _-- -

' .-:---

:;; - "- ----_ . _ .. _--Ii 

'Rabbi Tanenbaum, for thirty resrs DIRWroR OF INTERRELIGIOUS AND INTmN.4.TlffilAt 
; ' ! 

AFFAIRS FOR THE AMERICAN .maSH COMr1ITTEE, IS A C!l:TURER , WRITER, AND :;i __________ _ 
- ----rGONSULTANT. ," I" __ _ ________ • __ . __ • 

,, ' ':. 

" -----------
:1; 

'" --ii+-ili ----
---iW --- '!r 

'---ilt-'I--
'I, 

----:#i,- ------.------

------------------

-------------

!i ------_._----- - -----.--
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same thne. tbe closest friends of Tanenbaum. the future rabbi, 
were non .. Jews "who wouldn't pla-y baseball without me." 

"I cOllldu', reconc:iJc my friendships," he said. "with the 
image ot the church. As Isrew ap.l couldn't understand how a 
lospel of love was a sospel of hate for the JCWl. ] WIS not 
concerned about tbeoclde [the kiUiDI of Jesus}. bu.t with 
bomicid.c of the Jews."' 

Eventually, with studies in rabbinical seminary and his own 
readiDIS. Tanenbaum came to tbe conclusion that there are 
elements ill Judaism that allow for "a systemadc conception of 
Christianity.1t AmoDa these: 

The commOD origin of aU mankind and Biblical admonitions of 
compassioD IDd tolerance. Tanenbaum cited passalcs in the Bible 
that cAcollr.,e tlndncss= "A stranaer sbalt thy not oppress for 
as streDlcrs were you in the land of Ea·)'p'" and "Strangers you 
shaUlove as yourself." ...,. .-

Jelus and Paul's faithfulness to Jews' obliBatioDs to brjng 
the NoachilD Laws to all mankiDd. These two men, the latter of 
whom: is ,enerally cons.idereci tbe founder of the church, said 
TaoenbavlII, perceived their mission as pr.acbin, these key rules 
or monJity to sen tiles. While Jews arc customarily obliged to 
observe 613 laws. they are also obJigated to briDI the seven 
Noa,hiall Laws to DOO·]Cws. Traditionally, obeying these 
laws is collsidered to be the duty ot all maakind as descendeDts 
of a common ancestor. . 

Considered to have been liven to Noah by God, these ' laws 
preeede the Torah aod balachah. According to Maimonades. 
acceptance or the Noacbian Laws means that a righteous gentile 
will receive hit share in the world to come. AmoP8 tbe laws 
proscriptions are nOD"'Cruelty of animals, abandoning idolatry, 
sexual morality, and prohibiting murder, theft and false witness. 

Whcther to preach to gentiles was the basis of a dispute in 
the First Century, B.C.! .. between two schools of iudaism jn 
Israel. The sohool known as Bet Hillel encouragcd teaching among 
,en tiles. This ... as opposed by a rival school, known as Bet 
Shammai. 

After H.mer's death in 10 C.E .• Bet Shammai became 
dominalll But in the Middle Ages, Maimonandcs wrote that Bet 
Hillel's teachings were the normative doctrine for Jews. Another 
rabbi ruled that Jesus aDd Paul bad performed a blessing by 
brinsina the Noabcide Laws to aentHes. 

Tanenbaum admitted that leaching young Jews about tbe 
contra I unity of mankind poses a dilemma: uHo'k do we teach 
respect amODg youth for our traditions., and also respect for 
others?" The answer to this, he said, might lie in the motto of 
the U.s. Army chaplaincy; ~Community without compromise." This. 
said Tanenbaum. lets one "be faithful to onc's faith and stm 
recolnize the com.monalty of humanity." 

But Tanenbaum was ~Dcerned tba t efforts to bridge the gap 
between Judaism and Christianity will be fUliJe "voltu there is 
som.e connection between the new tb iotin, and how people live 
their Jives." Links must be made. he said. between religious 
teachiD8s aDd the soeial sorrows and injustices of ,lac world, 
such as the planet's 14 million rerucHS and the 40,OQo chiJdrcD 

P. 
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whO di, ea<:b year in Africa and Asia. 
"Unless a way is found for reliaious comm~idcs to share 

their iosiahts aboll,t God, man and the dignity of human life," 
said Tanenbaum. u, d,oo.'t know how much all of our lood 
theologies will do to us." 

. ItUer .. ethnic. or interreligious alliao.ccs, he said, "will 
explode if we only want to talk for our own ends." As examples 
o( sucb mis8uided ventures. Tanenbaum cited the black·Jcwish 
aJliance of the 1960s and the current Po1ish·Jcwish dialogue in 
several U.s. citics. The latter was too easily derailed, said 
Tanenbaum, durin, the fracas last summer about the Catholic 
monastery at Auschwitz. 

"The easiest tbiD8 Cpr Christians and Jews to do 
together." said Tanenbaum. "is social justice. But if we do not 
find a way to (ace tbe un4erlying fean and perceptions and 
mlspcrccptions, tben the social justice alliance will crack. We 
will onty fool ourselves if we meet to talk about social justice 
and then only talk about our own fcars," 

Marc TaDnenbaum; "No 10DBe~ a IUlluryU Cor Jews to study 
Cbr istianity. 

Photo by Crall Torkowitz 
~·I was not concerned abo.ut theocide. but with homicide of the 
Jews." 

"Unlca a way is found for religious communities to share 
their insiahrs about God, man and the diBnity of human life, I 
don't know how much all of our &00<1 theoloaics will do to us." 

-30- . 
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found in the temptations of their environment a real test. 
It was f:O eaSy 'to do as others were doing" and 'eo dlffl- . 
cult to rer;;ain always apal~t and Ciiffererit. The cost of 
fight lng the ' env·i-romnent was alwflYs great, and 1 t involved 
the rej9ct1:on of ·so much. that was teI!1ptlng and alluring; 
'rhe blandlshlTl"3rtts of .one' s neighbours were not easy to 
ignore. Especially t'ic"-S -this true at those times In "their 
hlsto:t"y,. aI)d ·that" rne.9:nt almo~t alv.--a:ls, when the J~\'!S lived 
as a minority in the midst of a major1ty whose way of life 
\.re.s different. 

Throughout their history 1ilhenever the Jews faced 
this test of the environment -they were able to meet it 
succe'ssfu-lly only when , like Abraham, ' they believe in 
some:th1ng more important ·than the appr'obat~on of their 
fel~ot.,e. tfuen the Jel\'s consIdered themselves as ~ people 
"t<11th a reason for exls.tlng, and their concept of God and 
of the universe SUPel~ior to t}-l..at heid by those in "lhose . 
mids.t they liveo, 1t "'as a (oregone conclusion that they 
.would not find the factor of environnent a difficult test 
to rac,e :" But w;'.E'n they had no raison c. 1 etre, ~-Ihen they 
"lerel>ild1ff6rec. ~ to the doctrines of Judaism, they faced 

'~n almost'inv i ncible test in their envl1.""o~ent, Perhaps 
it was this which the prophet Elijah bad in !!lind when 
from l.{r. Carmel he cl"ied out to the Israe'li tes who ·were 

.L· falling prey to the way of life of ·-the ·Canaanites: IIHow 
long win you h •. It between two· opinions? If the Lord be 
God, follot,j Him; but if Baal, follow him .. l1 Elijah knew 
that until the Israelites made up their minds tha·t the 
Lord was God, they wou;ld not be ·able to mee't the test of 
their environment. . . 

Jewish survival during the past two thousand · 
years hE' S frequently been ce.lled a miracle. To be able 
to maintain its identity as a people without a homeland, 
to P9 able to contln~ ' to live . in sp.t·te of a hostile en; 
vlronrnent, were achievements which c~used every h1stori
an to marlel. And yet, as we r ead Jewish history, we 
cannot ·help . feel i l}g ti:at the rabbis who spoke . of the test 
faced by Abraham and that faced by his desc enda~ts in 
Canaan "ould nave found 11ttle difficulty in M"'paring 
these. J ewe, who }l...ad survived expulsion fro!:". their land 
and endless exile , with Abraham. The teet they had to 
face lve.S 'more t ean one of the environment. They too had 
to bring sacrif~ces 1n pogr9m and c~~saae . But because 
they believed th~~t t!"::eir continued existence had Ir.eaning 
they "t"fere ~,ble to survive ' even ~ thelr environment. There 
have been cases "';·~here Jetvs left ."their· faith out of con
viction, unable to stand the test., · but these were so 
rare as to be 1::!iign1flcant . The vast majority l{ere able 
to mee~ the t eec of a raison d1etre successfully. 
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.Today, in this land, we are again being teste.d. 
And as ~~S been repeat ed so often of late, the outcome 
of the test \ie are facing today 1s 1!19re lmpol"tant to the 
survival of Judaism than it has ever been before. It 
can hardly be called an exaggeration when we say that 
Ar.lerican .J e~-Jry 'holds· the ans,.;er as to whether or not Ju
daism :ovi11 survive 1n this worlcL 

The question properly a'rise,s: which test are \'18 

facin g today? Is 1 t one to be cOL'lpa red with that' faced 
by the Israelites 1n Canaan, or 1s it one sl!Jl1,ar to that 
fac ed by A braham? 

• I believe that it is quit e apparent that lncreas- ~ 
lng ly the Jeiv 1n America 1s being tempted )y his environ
ment I and beCaUf;'3 he 1s Heak 1n knowledge of Judaism, he 
1s in danger of n.ot meeting .the t est', and of succumbing. 
It is rev-ealing to I"ead some of the recent novels which 
have- dea·it with : etv1s~ themes. T~ere have been lIEarth 
a·nd High Heaven'!: IIF'acus lI

, UWast eland" ,. and "Gentleman's 
Agreement n • I n !""~oh~ of these bOOKS do ' ... e find a J el-li6h 
character "'.'!ho if: ~d..mirabl e from the traditional, J ewish 
point of vie\';'". The only thing 14hich holds these Jews 
l'Jith ln t he fold is anti-Semit ism. Nm..,he r e in these nov-
el.s do we find a positive approach to Judaism. ~ie find 
in them, a Juda.i ~~rn , . if one may call it that, l-lhich 1s 
b ereft of all character and meaning. 

. Incl~ea 81nglY J ews are t aking on th~ coloration 
of ·thei r env'ironment iR GP1~" sf the trct +A,2t b)' and 
la1.ga ltL"y a?e eSRslaeF ii'9 ey thei.f' ticiglrbenrs ·as gJl9 sta 
111 the lalIa:. The wors t feature of this fallure to meet 
the test of the environment lies in the fact that Jews 
a r e te.k"ing on the mat erialist i c and hedonistic a ttitude 
t .o life ,.".h ich charact eri zes , not the best elements in 
America n 1 :1.1'e, bu~ its worst' . \'ie are . f aced \-I1 t h a situa
tion where hundreds of thou sande of Jel'ts find themselves 
igno:;.. ... e. n t : of all t}1..at could make Judaism meaningful to 
them, ' and unablfr to feel at home to the fullest extent 
in the c iVilizat·ion of America I becauEl·e al \,,-ays" they are 
cone:c ious of in'! .: r:ible· ba·rrie r s, To the extent they 
t hin!\. of ·Ju~J?is : .. . the"" think of ' it as irrelevant and as 
an unnecessary burden: ' 

Yet - ,\<;e h !Owe , in thi s land , an opport un ity to de
velop something we co.uld consider \'11 th prlde. \tIe ha've 
the po~sibUltl . g of restoring to Jel<s the reeling tha t 
t h eir Judaisn 1,;:; something which r.:as aeanlng not onl y 
fo r our8elves~ but also for a world l-lhicr.. is confused, 
and t ott ~rlng on the brink of catastrophe. \'le have the 
chance ~ nay, the dut y , of r estoring to our people the 
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factor of the '·IO :,·t!:lvhilenes s of Ju6..aism, of its aspira
tions and beliefs~ which alone can mal-;:e it possible for 
us t~ face the te ·~t of the enviro.nrnent · ~lth dignity. and 
self-respect. J u.:1aisrn, if it 1s not to be a burden, must 
take on charact,;-,:;. ... in the eyes of Jews , that character 
,,,hleh is inheren-u in it but has only to be rediscovered 
by the hundreds of thouean'ds I perhaps millions of Jews 
,.,ho are 1.m.lking in da::~ness. 

Th~ only ,my th1s can be done 1s through strengt~ 
en1ngthe hand of those 1nst1tutions whose purpose 1t 1s 
to bring the message of Judaism to Jews who ~~ve lost it. 
And beyond any question, foremost among these institutions 
'stands the J ei"lish TheologiQal 5ernir.lary of America. Those 
' ,-rho direct the planning of the Seminary are not unaware 
of tho magn1tude of the task wh1ch faces them. But they 
have the confidence that it can be done. They know that 
the academies founded by ' Rab and Samuel in Babylonia in 
the p.arly Th~rt of the third century changed the' whole 
future of· the Jews in tr~t countFJ. They l~now that a 
school founded by Rabb1 MOBes ben Enoch 1n Spa1n 1n the 
tenth century changed the course of Judaism in that land. 
They know, that if only the Jews of America support them" 
their task Dust meet t\'ith success. 

It :1.~ nQ petty ente"rprise they are engaged in. 
It is +iteraily th~ saving of Judaism. for this country 
today" and for the 't-;orld of tomorrow. They do not see" 
thej.r task as one of training rabbis alone. There is no 
aspect of Juc.alSQ Nhlch is not receiving their support. 
Teachers are b 'eing trained, leaders are being instructed, 
camps are being ,d,eveloped, Jewish schola,rs are being en- " 
couraged J Jewish writers ·are being stimulated, artists 
are being shOwn the .possibilities in Jewish theme$, a 
great . library and ·a great museum are made to bring their 
message ·to a.l1 lrlho wish. to know' more of the heritage of 
Israel. The task is one which staggers the imagination, 
but it "is neve'rtheless a task which must be carried out 
if the c~~llenge which destiny has placed before the 
Jew's of America is to be met SU9cess'fully. 

The .Jei'liah people is engaged in a war , for SUI'
vival, but the only weapons which will succeed are those 
lrlhich are made of books and' schools and which are manned 
by de'ro.ted ·teachers. In any ,,,ar the quest.ion arises: . 
will the people pay the cost? If we were stro~g we could 
float' loans and sell Victory Bonds. - But then J if l':e were 
strong, we 'tolould not be engaged in this 't48.r for ' survival. 
Ultimately the question of v1ctory 01' defeat 11e8 1n the 
hands of "the J€1WS Nho today sit in congregations like 
this one. If they cannot see th~ .challenge then surely 

/ 
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no other g roup . can be expected · ta ' see ' it. \>18 'must meet 
the challenge or \18 shall not be able to m~et the test. 
,'le shall be mmllowed up by t he worst elem,ents 1n the 
envl·rorunent;. We shall no t dlsappea~ as others do" :but 
we shal l continue as a colorless, empty group \~hose ex
ist ence 'oeans nothing to +tself or t o those around it. 

The ,ChrIstian , world in ita own way attempted 
l ong ago t9 explain the ,miracle of the cont inued e,xi"'" 
tence of'Israel. It invented the sto ry ,of the Wander- ' 
lng J ew" 'doomed to live as an example of the punishment 
which came upon the Jews for the r ejection of Christian
ity. !!o'lever,throughout his history Israe l gave the 11e 
to -r;hls fan't;astlc explanation. Hls eX1/stence 'was not 
meanIngless to hImself nor to the world. His existence 
could not be construed' 1n terms of a ·punls~~ent. God 
forbi,J: that we should, by neglectIng the , opportunities 
l"e ' have today, seem to give ,cred~nce at this late date 
to so",ething which ,,!e have always b een able to refute 
in ' the past . As we ,pray today for 11fe , let us resolve 
to do our part so t ,hat Judaisl!I itself will also be ~Jl
scri~ed in the t oo~ of life. 
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The philosophical pattern of the Puritans. In turn. are rooted 

in the images. principles, and laws of the Hebrew Bible. America's 

roots lie deep In biblical soil. planted there from the country's 

very beginnings. 
: ' Jy' 

The Puritans were,J').91Ish , Protestans who In the early 17th 
. .. . .. "" 

century adopted John ca'''vI",;;creeA •. ;~d the Bible. especially the 

Ql d Testament - which Jews ~ call the Hebrew Scriptures -

became their principal ·theologlcal authority. like the Hebrews. 

the :Purftans looked upon themselves as God's chosen people. compar

Ing their New England states to those of the ancient lsr.elltes. 

From the Biblical accounts of the Hebrew tribal struggles and wander-

Ings. the Puritans borrowed their Imagery and formed their thinking .... -"". 

patterns, For both the Hebrews and the Puritans. the central theme 

of their Identity was th~ covenant between God and man. \ In their 

Bible commonwalth of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. they sought to 

realize the Biblical commandments of concern for the poor, · orphaned, 

and mistreated. and that became the basis of the Puritan view of 

equality of aJ 1 people before GOd,(es peC1all Y the brotherhood of 

the elected saints} 

For both Hebrews and Puritans, God was the only true monarch; 

no man could be more than His chosen agen .t" .~nd to God the humblest 

slave equaled the mightiest prince, They saw their dtflance of the 

English monarchy and the Church of England In terms of Moses' de

fiance of Pharaoh, and of Nathan's rebuke to King David, And when 

they embarked on the Great Migration from England, they viewed the 

New World asthelr "wilderness Zion" and the Promised land. 

.- .. 

. ... , 
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DeS~ tbe overwhelming preoccupation vith the Persian Gul€ crisis, 

American and other JSIJries - eS98cia l ly Israel! Jewry - merit much 

1:
1 _____ ---l11_,Exo:d.us_._T.h~_a.,gs.Q.r_Pj;_tp_n_err.Lr_e_s_e_tj:..1.e_m.e_nt_of SOx t .etJeJ!!"Y_,_and_Et_hip_p.lsn _ _ --
l! 

1;1 ___ -l't----'J"."'v"'-s, should clearly:: become a predominant I- priority for \lorld Jevry.,----' ___ _ 

I-I _I ______ ~~during the coming decade, despite ell the dlvertl~g external 2~ro~b~1.~ms~_c-__ _ 

.I On the international scene , several other developments vhleb 

I' reqUire much examination but cs n only be listed here: 

:1 -, The reunification of Germany xix rQised IJides?read anxieties in 

I' ii, world Jewry, but \las aleo balanced by the awareness that next to the 

II 

iii 
Unit ad States, the Federal RepUblic remains the largest financial and 

commercial supporter of Isreel. 

'!I The explosion of ddmocRRtic forces in Eastern Europe is largely 

velcomed !:)yo Jew, but enthusiaS!D is d.iminished by the deep-rooted 

anti-Semitism that seems ma~rled to .. xe nopho bic n9tionalism. Isr~el's 

q'uiet but grolJing trade and cultural ties with Hungary, Poland, and other 

&est Europesn countries will be vatched with i nterest. 

EI ttK Anti-Semitism 1n Eastern Europe and el se~ere became a 

major issue of canstructive concern with Vatican Bluthoritiss in Prague 

---1_1_n_Se_p_t":'=:r=~=c:,--g=c' n,"'"'~"r"r":7:=:=:r-o=C~":".::~C:-' "':-;::::.:::::-~=:::d'Po--:o::::::--:.--::-.:=:=-: . . ::,:::~.-:.:;:~::I--,d:::=:::e~::t,:.-::c:-m--:~::o ___ :--::::.=r::n::. -. ---

-----------m~o~r'--.vn".i"cn_tner9 are many. The rise i n intermarriages na t ionally to 49 per 

--------l11----.."."'nt, 9S recents t"tErtes reveele~-tbedeerine of' conver si'-,o"n"."'o"r-----

--------l11I----On- the- n-SoyoUS.n- std:9tth-e- turn-to-t·r a-d·t n o n of increaslt;n"g'------

------lift-----n'UD1"\Ier-Of-RefOnrrand-eOrrservB"t1:ve-----.re~s-ts-re·8-S"Surtn"g";-Tlfe--emergence.---------

-----~,:tt: -of-modern-Ort·hodoxy,iaa-lud-i-ng-the-~-burgeoning-HR"stdtc-DlOvemenh"C. ----

" -------:_iH, - bids-te- inf!-l-uence- t-he- na-t-iona-l- po·l:1cy-making- of--esta·bltshed- net-tons:lt-----
r 

------'!iH!I- -Jewtsb-agsnc-1es .• - 3ut-ma-tnst -ream-Jewry-,- I- beHeve,wH-l-'J!l-tch-caref:ul1y----

--_ _ __ !,,)I--'tha.t_30me_Of--the_eXC1_US-10na_~y-a~-ant.t~emGc~8-t-tc-stand-s-o-f'-u-l-t-l'lI""'~-----

_____ ---ril,_Or_tbodo.x-----for.ces_in_Is~ael_not_be_impor....ted_to_d.ts.to r-t-u. •. S.- Jew-l-sh-l-i-t e-.---I: 
ii, 
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i lb. " bEt3j;_way_I_c.an_a.ugge,st_thELmoQ:Lo,f_th19_~stly--complex 

r(;)rei~n and domestic Je'Wish scene is to :r:e.c.Bll_a~11ne..nom_:iLmy.: 

Mother, of blessed memory. When 118 asked her to define 'Lg~;tngJn.e 

Jew-ish plessure, she wryly answered, 

"A Jewish pleasure, my children, is 8 cool Yom Ki12pur." 

The 1990s may well be sllch • cool Yom Kippur for world Jawy • 

I -Rabbi TanenbsWl. f ormer international relations director of' the 

I Ameriean Jawish Con~ittee, is pest chairman ' of the Internat iona l 

Je'Wish Committee for Intsrreligious Consultatic.s (1JC1C) . 
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THAN DISCRIMINATION AND BIGOTRY THAT IF LEFT UNCHALLENGED 

WlLL_ UNDERMINE THE DEMO_CRATlC FOUNDATIONS OF THIS GREAT AND 

BELOVED COUNTRY. IN THIS DH!OCRACY, FRm! THE DAYS OF ROGER 

. WILLIAMS TO THIS MOMENt, WE VOTE FOR PEOPLE ON THE BASIS OF 

THEIR QUALIFICATIONS AND THEIR MERITS, NOT ON THE BASIS OF 

THEIR RELIGIOUS OR RACIAL OR ETHNIC IDENTITIES • . IF SUCH 

RELIGIOUS OR OTHER FORMS OF GROUP CHAUVINISM ARE ALLOWED TO 

. PREVAIL, WE WILL BALKANIZE AMERICA. BEYOND THAT, WE WILL 

VIOLATE EVERY ARTICLE OF THE AMERICAN CONSTITUTION AND THE 

VERY SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES OF THE FOUNDING FATHERS OF THIS 

NATION. 

THERE HAS BEEN MORE THAN ENOIlGH NATIVIST, ANTI -CATHOLIC 

BIGOTRY IN THIS COUNTRY IN PLACES OF CO~!MERCE AND EDUCATION. 

THERE HAS BEEN MORE THAN ENOUGH RACIS~! IN THIS COUNTRY. THERE 

HAS BEEN MORE THAN ENOUGH REGIONAL. PREJUDICE BETWEEN NORTH 
, --
·AND SOUTH IN THIS COUNTRY. UNITY IN THE MIDST OF DIVERSITY 

' REQUIRES THAT WE FINALLY GIVE UP THE FALSE BASIS OF GROUP 

SECURITY • . 

IT IS AN :: IRRATIONAL MENTALITY AND IT IS · BASICALLY ANTI

A~q;RJ~~ To BELIEVE THAT YOU ACHIEVE A SPURIOUS SENSE OF 

SUPERIORITY BY POINTING TO SOMEONE ELSE'S SUPPOSED INFERIORITY , 

. V - ULTIMATELY THE STRENGTH - THE VERY GENIUS OF AMERICA - RESTS 

ON OUR CONTINUING TO SUSTAIN A HEALTHY BALANCE BETWEEN LEGITIMATE 

GR-OUP IDENTITY AND GROUP INTERESTS IN TENSION WITH THE COM1I,ON 
. . 

WELFARE. IF A GROUP ELEVATES ITS OWN INTERESTS AS AN ULTIMATE __ 

. END IN rTSELi' THAT BECOMES GROUP IDOLATRY. AND WILL DESTROY THE 

CO~WON GOOD. IF WE SEEK TO SERVE .THE COMMON GOOD AND NEGLECT 
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THE LEGITIMATE INTERESTS OF THE ~~ GROUPS WHICH COMPOSE OUR 

,NATIONAL, MbBAIC, , WE 'WItL LO'SE TOUCH , WITH T1iE . REALITIES OF LIFE 

OF AMERICA. (THAT IS WHAT HAPPENED TO THE ANCIENT ,HELLENISTIC 

EMPIRE. IT WAS THE MOST POWERFUL AND MOST ADVANCED ECUMENICAL 

EMPIRE THEN KNOWN TO MANKIND, BUT IT LOST , CONTACT WITH THE CITY

STATES OF THE EMPIRE WHERE THE HUMAN VITALITIES WERE NOURISHED. 

ULTIMATELY EVEN THE EMPIRE OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT COLLAPSED. WE 

SEEK TO LEARN FROM THAT HISTORY, AND NOT BE FATED TO RE'PEAT IT '.) 
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Rasdai ha-Levi, the great sage added, "In regard to your 

question concerning the Gentile nations,- you should know 

that God demands the heart, that matters are to be judged 

according to the intent of the heart. There is, therefore, 

no doubt that everyone from among the Gentiles who brings his 

soul to perfection through virtues and wisdom in the knowledge 

of God has a share in eternal blessedness." 

L With this understanding of major features of Biblical 

and Rabbinic Judaism, it should be clearer why Jewish festivals, 

fasts and holy days play such a crucial role in shaping Jewish 

conse iousnes s • . 




