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of the historic events to be

commemorated; of the char-
acter -of the observance; and
of services and suggestions
for communities planning
thcir own celebrations of the

great event,
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responsibilities we share

Nieuw Amsterdam was thirty years old
when Abraham DeLucena, Jacob Henri-
ques, Asser Levy, Joseph d’Acosta, with
their friends and kin, came to settle there
in the year 1654. The first Jewish group to
arrive in what is now the United States
increased by twenty-three the. number of
inhabitants of the tiny Dutch colony, but
did not otherwise change its complexion,
Early Nieuw Amsterdam was already
showing some of the characteristics of the
great metropolis it was later to become.
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Its population, just under a thousand,
spoke a dozen tongues and included eight-
een nationalities besides the Dutch. There
were Swedes, Germans, Italians, Finns,‘
Poles and Irish; Calvinists, Lutherans,
Quakers, Episcopalians and Catholics;
Negroes and whites. Many were facing for
the first time the hardships of the New
World. A few, like the Jews who had come
from settlements in South America and
the West Indies, were pioneers who knew
the rigors of frontier life.

For all its color and diversity, Nieuw
Amsterdam was no Tower of Babel. Here
language was no barrier to understanding.
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For no matter how they pronounced the
word, FREEDOM had the same meaning
for all. Freedom was what they had crossed
a vast and terrifying ocean to achieve. And
freedom was more than mere cancellation
of Old World disabilities and restrictions
imposed by one group on another, Free-
dom in the New World meant the right of
each man to build a better life.

The Jewish settlers, wanderers in search
of freedom, caught a glimpse of their goal
in this little Dutch village between the
wilderness and the sea. And they were
determined to reach that goal, step by
step. If this was to be their home, reli-
gious, civic and economic rights had to
be won, and maintained.

Their first victory was the right to re-
main (April 26, 1655) . Next, the right to
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travel and trade along the Hudson and
Delaware rivers (November-December,
1655) . ‘Next, the. right to stand guard
(November 6, 1655). Next, the right to
establish a Jewish burial ground (Febru-
ary 22, 1656). Next, the right to own
their own homes (June 14, 1656) . Next, the
right to burghership (April 20, 1657). . .

There were few other places in the tur-
bulent and hostile world of the seven-
teenth century where Jews could publicly
fight for their rights. In Europe, Jews were
living through the darkest period in their
history. In the East, hundreds of thou-
sands perished in the bloody massacres led
by a Ukrainian rebel chieftain named
Bogdan Chmielnicki. Thousands more lost
their lives in Poland in the path of the
warring Swedish and Russian armies. Else-
where in Europe, Jews were crowded into
ghettos, compelled to wear a “yellow
badge” and live in daily fear of mob vio-
lence. A false messiah, Sabbatai Zevi, was
stirring the hopes of despondent Jews;
thousands were leaving their homes and
wandering from city to city, accompanied
by hunger, disease and death. Jews from
Spain and Portugal, too, were still wan-
dering from country to country in search
of a home,



But on this
side of the At-
lantic Ocean a
handful of Jews
were starting a
new life and
helping to build
a new nation.
The landing of
the first group
of Jews in Nieuw Amsterdam was the
beginning of a migration which continues
to this day. Following their first settlement,
Jews came to Delaware in 1655, to Mary-
land in 1656, to Newport in 1658, and a
little later to Philadelphia, to Boston, to
Charleston and to other settlements along
the coast. Eventually, they came to hun-
dreds of cities and towns in the United
States, and as a matter of fact founded

several themselves. Wherever they went

they saw that those who preceded them
and those who followed them were, like
themselves, in search of a new life in a
new land. They were all members of the
greatest task force in history, builders of a
great and free nation.
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By the end of the nineteenth century
the steady flow of Jewish immigration
from Holland, England and Germany be-
came a heavy stream fed by new arrivals
from Russia, Poland, Austria-Hungary
and Rumania. To the’ depressed Jews of
Fastern Europe, America was indeed a
land of miracles. The notion that a Jew
from Russia or Poland, denied for cen-
turies the freedom to move or live or
work as he pleased, could simply set foot
on the American sidewalk and become at
once a self-respecting person with limit-
less opportunity — this was in truth a
miracle!

In 1954, as American Jews and their

neighbors mark the 300th anniversary of

Jewish settlement in the United States,
we will not only be commemorating a sin-
gle historical event. We will be honoring
all pioneers of American freedom, all who
dreamed, planned and worked to make
this a land of equal opportunity. And we
will recognize as pioneers all who helped
to build this nation, whether they pushed
beyond the frontier to establish homes
in the wilderness or laid the foundation
for a new existence in the crowded tene-
ments of our industrial cities.



In the same spirit, the American Jewish
Tercentenary is concerned not only with
what happened to the first Jewish colonists
300 years ago but also with what has hap-
pened to all American Jews since. Jews
came from every country. They brought
learning, culture, a vast literature in He-
brew, Yiddish and other languages, a pas-
sion for freedom and social justice, a deep-
rooted humanitarianism, and a great reli-
gious tradition. They built synagogues,
rabbinical seminaries, schools and libra-
ries, established a vigorous press, created
communal institutions, and developed a
remarkable chain of social service agencies
which set new standards for welfare work
in America.

As free citizens of a free nation, they
developed new industries, organized great
commercial enterprises, helped build the
American labor movement, fought in the
nation’s wars, took part in the creative
life of the country, blazed new paths in
science.

Thus the American Jewish Tercentenry
points up the impressive participation of
Jews as individuals and as a group in the
development of American life. This is in
keeping with the theme selected for the
Tercentenary, which is:

Man’s opportunities
and rcsponsibiltifcics

under freedom

Surely the whole history of the Jews in
the United States demonstrates the oppor-
tunities which exist for man under free-
dom. And just as surely does that history
demonstrate how men will rise to their
responsibilities under freedom.
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Planners of

the T@m@m@mry

—and their plans

In the spring of 1952, the first public
announcement was made of plans for the
celebration of the American Jewish Ter-
centenary, beginning in September, 1954.
Spurred by the initiative of two organiza-
tions, first the American Jewish Historical
Society and later the American Jewish
Committee (which subsequently took
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their places alongside the other major
Jewish groups cooperating in the celebra-
tion), a nationwide committee was estab-
lished to organize the observance.

The prospect and the implications of
the anniversary have stirred the imagina-
tion of American Jews, and as a result this
unique occasion will be celebrated in an
atmosphere of harmony rarely achieved in
a group so large and so diversified. This
was demonstrated at the National Plan-
ning Conference for the Tercentenary,
held in New York City in April, 1953,
where a crossssection of American Jewish
leadership discussed and approved the
plans for the observance.




The American Jewish Tercentenary is
a committee of 300 men and women re-
flecting an imposing cross-section of the
American Jewish community. It offers its
help to all who wish to take part in the
observance. Through its committees and
staff it initiates national events and pro-
grams, establishes resources for research
and information, and makes them avail-
able to the community. Through consul-
tation and guidance it helps national and
local organizations, jewish and non-Jew-

ish, to introduce Tercentenary themes in-

to their regular activities and programs
during the anniversary year.

The American Jewish Tercentenary,
in fashioning its program, endeavors to
extend the observance, not only geograph-
ically throughout the United States, but
also into all areas of Jewish life. For ex-
ample:

THE COMMITTEE ON RELIGIOUS AND EDU-
CATIONAL PARTICIPATION has issued a Ter-
centenary Religious Proclamation signed
by presidents of the rabbinic and syna-
gogue bodies “to our Jewish brethren in
the United States”; sponsors a mass cele-
bration, jointly with the Synagogue Coun-
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cil of America, at Carnegie Hall, Novem-
ber 14, 1954; urges all congregations to ob-
serve the Tercentenary Sabbath, Novem-
ber 27, 1954, and provides a summary of
educational material for use in Jewish
schools.

THE COMMITTEE ON RESEARCH AND PUB-
LICATIONS supervises the preparation of a
ten-volume documentary history of the
Jews of the United States; encourages the
writing of local and institutional histories;
hopes to sponsor a master bibliography of
American Jewish history, an index to

15



American Jewish periodicals, and a series
of monographs in the field of American
Jewish history.

THE EXHIBIT COMMITTEE is in charge of
the national historical exhibit of the Ter-
centenary, “Under Freedom,” at the Jew-
ish Museum from December 1, 1954 to
May, 1955, and at the Smithsonian Insti-
tution in Washington during May, 1955.

THE FINE ARTS COMMITTEE arranges for
exhibits of Contemporary Graphic Arts
shown throughout the country, and for
the Contemporary Fine Arts Exhibit of
paintings and sculpture by American Jew-
ish artists which is being shown in lead-
ing art galleries.

THE MUSIC COMMITTEE arranges for spe-
cial Tercentenary concerts and for the
commissioning of musical works marking
the Tercentenary.

THE COMMITTEE ON MILITARY PARTICI-
PATION works with veterans’ groups and
the armed services, and concerns itself
especially with military records of Amer-
ican Jews.

© 16

The activities of the American Jewish
Tercentenary naturally divide themselves
into three major categories:

1. As a planning group, it develops
themes, overall programs and basic mate-
rials for use by national and local groups.

2. As a functioning organization, it ini-
tiates and carries through various special
events, sponsors publications, works out
special programs for radio, television and
other mass media.

17



8. As a research and informational
agency, it services communities with mate-
rials, information and consultation to fa-
cilitate Tercentenary programs on the
local level.

18

o a thousand
cities. ..

The celebration of the 300th anniver-
sary of the first Jewish settlement in the
United States has a personal meaning for
every Jew. Its observance must be a com-
munity project. National organizations
and community groups are therefore shap-
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ing their plans, highlighting their own
points of interest, and coupling significant
dates in their own history with the major
anniversary. In more than 150 cities, spe-
cial Tercentenary committees have been
established and the spirit of harmonious
cooperation which has characterized the
Tercentenary is in evidence throughout
the land. The zeal and the energy with
which communities are organizing their
local observances give promise that the
Tercentenary will become one of the
great events in American and in Jewish
history. i

Fully aware that one of its important
functions is to act as a service agency for
local committees, the American Jewish
Tercentenary has already prepared the
following materials and services:

1. Pamphlets and other printed mate-
rial, including:

Scope and Theme, a pamphlet on the
implications and significance of the
Tercentenary. Ten cents per copy.

A Brief Bibliography of American
Jewish History, by Jacob Rader Marcus,
published jointly with the Jewish Book
Council of America. No charge.

Jewish Roots in America, Planning a
Community History Project, by Ber-
tram W. Korn, a summary of research
sources and methods involved in pre-

. paring for the writing of a community
history. Fifteen cents per copy.

Program Materials, an outline of
script, visual and other aids useful in
planning Tercentenary programs. No
charge.

Community Manual, comprehensive
and detailed information and sugges-
tions for local programming for the
observance. Two dollars per copy.

Producing Tercentenary Pageants, by
Adele Gutman Nathan, suggestions of
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ways and means of creating appropriate
pageants. Ten cents per copy.

American Jewish Tercentenary Pro-
grams for Youth Groups, a section from
the Community Manual.

“Faith and Freedom,” Tercentenary
dramatic script with instructions for
casting, staging, etc. Fifty cents per copy.

Tercentenary Religious Proclama-
tion, in English, Hebrew and Yiddish.
2. Suggestions for special events.

8. Suggestions for local tie-ins with na-
tional Tercentenary events.

4. Suggestions for local newspaper and
magazine features.

5. Mats and pictures for local press use.

6. Reprints of various articles on Ter-
centenary themes.

7. The monthly Newsletter, “300.”

8. Program listings of radio and TV
network shows with suggestions for local
tie-ins.

9. Tercentenary commemorative
medals.

10. Reproductions of the Tercentenary
symbol.

11. Traveling exhibits.

Additional materials and aids are
now being prepared.
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FOREWORD

Children’s Book and Stories on American Jewish
History is being issued on the occasion of the ter-
centenary celebration in 1954 of Jewish settlement in
the United States.

These books, by and large, will help to develop an
appreciation of the Jewish contributions that have
helped to mold American life and to create an under-
standing of the movements and problems of the
American Jewish community. This list of children’s
books on American Jewish history and books that
include stories on the subject is intended as a guide
to rabbis, teachers, Jewish Community Center work-
ers and others who deal with young people. Parents
will also be able to make selections of books from
this list for their children.

The stories may be used in group seitings in a
variety of ways, Foremost is the child’s favorite of
story-telling. As all dramatizations are woven around
stories, the use of story-telling for the development of
a program of creative dramatics may be effective.
Many games may be played with stories.

An attempt has been made to prepare as compre-
hensive a listing as possible. All the books listed
herein are now available unless otherwise indicated.
Prices are always subject to change.

While most of the fiction stories are woven around
historical facts, no responsibility can be assumed for
the historicity of the data presented in the books in-
cluded in this list.

1954
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CHILDREN'S BOOKS AND STORIES ON
AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORY

Aprauams, Rosert D. Mr. Benjamin’s Sword. Philadelphia,
Jewish Publication Society of America, 1948. 191 pages.
$2.50. (13-16 years)

An adventurous story of ]udah P. Benjamin.

——Room for a Son. Philadelphia, Jewish Publication So-
ciety of America, 1951, 164 pages. $2.75. (13-16 years)
A powerful story of a young former chsplaced person
and his adjustment to a Jewish environment in an Amer-
ican town.

Avorsiw, DoroTHY. America’s Triumph: Stories of American
Jewish Heroes. New York, Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, 1949, 312 pages. §2.75. (12-16 years)

Entertainingly-told tales of the lives of 12 Jews, promi-
nent in the story of America,

— The Nightingale’s Song. Philadelphia, Jewish Publica-
_tion Society of America, 1945. 200 pages. $2.50. (12-16
years)
A well-told story of a girl who learns to have pride in
Judaism and Americanism.

~—The Stream of Jewish Life. Cincinnati, Union of Amer-
ican Hebrew Congregations, 1943. 360 pages. $3.00. (12-
14 years)
An introduction to the major national Jewish organiza-
tions and institutions in contemporary Jewish life by means
of a story.

Baron, H, D. Haym Salomon, New York, Bloch Publishing
Co., 1929. 107 pages. Out of print. (13-16 years)
The story of Haym Salomon, immigrant and financier
of the American Revolution.

Bergowirz, HENRY J. Boot Camp. Philadelphia, Jewish Pub-
lication Society of America, ]948 384 pages. $2.50. (12-16
years)

A fascinating story of life in a naval training station in
World War IL.

——The Fire Eater. Philadelphia, Jewish Publication So-
ciety of America, 1941. 394 pages. $2.50. (11-14 years)
An exciting story of an American Jewish boy in school
and army during World War 1.

Branrorp, Benjamin W. Off the Capes of Delaware. Cin-
cinnati, Union of American Hebrew Congregauons, 1940.
325 pages. $2.75. (13-17 years)

Short stories of Jewish heroes in America.

Cownovrrz, MicaaeL. Dorothy and David Explore Jewish Life.
Cincinnati, Union of American Hebrew Congregations,
1938. 220 pages. $2.50. (11-13 years)

Two children explore a Jewish community and learn
about its institutions.
[4]

Davis, Mac. Jews Fight Too! New York, Hebrew Publish-
ing Co., 1945. 221 pages. $2.00. (12:16 years)
Stories of Jewish heroes in World War II.

——They Are All Jews. New York, Hebrew Publishing Co.,
1937. 127 pages. $2.00. (12-16 years)

Includes biographical sketches and illustrations of Luis
de Torres, Asser Levy, Haym Salomon, Isaac Franks,
Rebecca Gratz, Uriah P. Levy, Judah P. Benjamin, Nathan
Straus, Louis D, Brandeig, Lillian Wald, S. S. Wise, H, H.
Lehman and other American Jews. '

Eomin, Ben M. Jewish Community Life in America. New
York, Hebrew Publishing Co., 1947, 282 pages. $2.50. (12-
16 years)

A comprehensive description of Jewish group life in
America,

Ewen, Davio. The Story of Irving Berlin. Illustrated by Jane
Castle. New York, Henry Holt, 1950, 179 pages. $3.00.
(13-16 years)

The story of one of the leading American song writers
who had his start in New York’s East Side as an immi-
grant lad.

Fast, Howarp. Haym Salomon, Son of Liberty. New York,

Julian Messner, Inc., 1941. 243 pages. $2.75. (12-16 years)

A swift-reading story .of the financier during the Revolu-
tionary War.

Gamoray, Mamie G. Fun Ways to Holidays. New York,
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 1951. 32 pages.
£1.00. (6-9 years)

A book of puzzles and games on American and Jewish
holidays.

GouwLp, Jean Rosavinp. ‘Sidney Hillman: Great American.
Boston, Houghton, Mifflin, 1952, 342 pages. $2.75. (13-16
years)

A human interest biography of the late leader of the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America.

Haveerin, Jupita, and Kremvix, Payeris. Mickey Marcus:
The Story of Col. David Marcus. New York, Bloch Pub-
lishing Co., 1949. n.p. $.50. (6-9 years)

A juvenile biography of the late American-Israeli war
hero and West Point graduate.

Hewses, Acves DanrortH. Spice and the Devil’s Cave. New
York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1942, 331 pages. $2.75. (12-16
years)

An adventurous story about the discovery of America.

Isu-Kissor, SuLamitd, American Promise. New York, Behr-
man House, 1947. 209 pages. §2.50. (12-15 years)
A one volume history of the Jews in the U.S.
——Jews to Remember. New York, Hebrew Publishing Co.,
1941. 127 pages. $1.50. (12-15 years)
Includes brief biographies of Haym Salomon, A. A.
Michelson, Louis D. Brandeis, Ernest Bloch, Albert Ein-
stein, Jacob Epstein.
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Israeritan, Asranam H, Israel Speaks for Democracy. New

: York, Bloch Publishing Co., 1943 93 pages. Out of print.
(11-14 years)
The teachings of democracy presented in story form.

Kavisuer, Berty. Watchmen of the Night. Cincinnati, Union

of American Hebrew Congregations, 1936. 205 pages. $2.00.
(9-12 years)

Includes biographies of Mordecai N. Nozh and Isaac

M. Wise,

Kupie, Nora Benyamin. Joel: A Novel of Young America.
Philadelphia, Jewish Publication Society of America, 1952.
207 pages. $2.50. (12-15 years)

The American Revolution is the setting for this exciting
novel about a young Jewish refugee who comes to Amer-
ica in 1775 seeking the peaceful life of a scholar and

escape from the persecution he has known in his native

land.

Leonanp, Oscar. Americans All. New York, Behrman House,
1944, 232 pages, $2.75. (12-16 years)
“Grandfather tells Benny how Jews helped in the dis-

covery and building of America.”

Levincen, ELMa Ennuics. Alb.ert Einstein, New York, Julian
Messner, 1949. 174 pages, $2.75. (13-16 years)

A well-written, informative biography.

——The Fighting Angel. New York, Behrman House, 1946.
191 pages. $2.50. (12-16 years)
The story of Henrietta Szold.

——The New Land, New York, Bloch Publishing Co., 1920.
175 pages. Out of print. (11-14 years)
Stories about Columbus and Jews, the first Jewish set-

tlers of New Amsterdam, Isaac Franks, Haym Salomon,
Uriah P. Levy, Rebecca Gratz and Abraham Lincoln,

——More Stories of the New Land. New York, Bloch Pub-
lishing Co., 1938. 165 pages. Out of print. (11-14 years)

More stories about American Jews including Asser Levy,

Mordecai Noah, Judah Touro, Emma Lazarus and others.

——The Golden Door. New York, Bloch Publishing Co.,
1947. 204 pages. $2.50. (11-14 years) .
_ Stories of Jews who had & part in the making of Amer-
x&. ci.i;leg from The New Land and More Stories of the
ew Land.

——Great Jewish Women. New York, Behrman House, 1940,
159 pages. $2.25. (10-14 years)
Biographies of “Great Jewish Women,” including Re-
becca Gratz, Penina Moise, Emma Lazarus, Clara de
Hirsch, Lina Straus, and Sophie Irene Loeb.

~——~Great Jews Since Bible Times. New York, Behrman
House, 1926. 160 pages. £1.75. (8-11 years) '
Includes “The Man Who Gave Everything” (Ha
Salomon), “The City That Was Never Built” S(Mordeg;
Noah'’s Ararat), “Judah Touro, The Man Who Was Every-
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body’s Friend,” “In Far Brazil” (Urish P. Levy), “An
American Rabbi” (Isasec M. Wise), and “The Scholar
Who Found Hidden Treasures” (Solomon Schecter).

——Pilgrims to Palestine and Other Stories. Philadelphia,
Jewish Publication Society of America, 1940. 274 pages.
$2.50. (11-14 years)

The first few stories concern young Jews in the Amer-
ican scene,

Levincer, Lee J. A History of the Jews in the United States.
Cincinnati, Union of American Hebrew Congregations,
1933. Revised up to 1949, 616 pages. $3.50. (13-16 years)

A textbook.

Levitan, Tina. The Firsts of American Jewish History, 1492-
051, Brooklyn, N.Y., 1233 Ocean Ave., Charuth Press,

1952. 172 pages. $3.00. (1216 years)

An illustrated account of “Firsts,” arranged chronolog-
ically.

——A Series of Pamphlets on American Jewish History in
Hebrew. Author, 1233 Ocean Ave., Brooklyn 30, N. Y.,
1949. 9 pages each. 20c each.

The first three pamphlets deal with Jewish figures in the
Revolutionary War: Francis Salvador, Gershon Mendes

Seixas, Haym Salomon.

Lunig, Rosg G. The Great March: Post-Biblical Jewish
Stories. Book II. Cincinnati, Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, 1939. 254 pages. §2.50. (9-12 years)

Includes “Across the Sea,” “Land at Last” (Columbus),
“For Liberty” (Haym Salomon), “The Good Fairy” (Re-
becea Gratz), “He Frees his Slaves” (Judah Touro),
“Who Will Build Ararat” (Mordecai M. Noah), “The
Fight Is On"” (Isaac M. Wise), “0f Thee I Sing” (Emma
Lazarus), “The Hidden Treasure” (Sclomon Schecter).

Peang, CataeriNe Owens, Albert Einstein. New York, Henry
Holt, 1949. 152 pages. $2.50. (13-16 years)

A hiography of the world-famous scientist.

Prssin, Desoran. Giants on the Earth. New York, Behrman
House, 1940. 256 pages. $2.50. (11-14 years)
Includes stories of Luis de Torres, Haym Salomon, Mor-
decai Noah, Judah Touro, Rebecca Gratz, Emma Lazarus,
Isaac Mayer Wise, Solomon Schecter, and Nathan Straus,

Rorrciessir, Rusen. The Well of Gerar. Translated from
the German by Harry Schneiderman. Philadelphia, Jewish
Publication Society of America, 1953. 320 pages. $3.50.
(13-16 years)

This is a thrilling story whose setting is in a community
of Jewish sugar planters in the northeastern part of South
America and later in Europe. It presents a contrasting
picture of Jewish life in the Old and New Worlds at the
end of the 18th century.
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Seirz, Leon., What the Liberty Bell Proclaimed. Ilustrated
by Ruth Levin. New York, National Women's League of
the United Synagogue of America, 1951. 220 pages. §2.50.
(10-14 years)

A series of stories depicting the roles of Jews in the
building of America, ;

WirLiams, BeryL. Lillian Wald: Angel of Henry Street. II-
lustrated by Edd Ashe. New York, Julian Messner, 1948.
216 pages. $2.75. (13-16 years)

A biography of the founder of the famous Henry Street
Settlement, .

WirLiams, Beryr, and Epsrein, SamueL. The Great Hou-
dini: Magician Extraordinary. New York, Julian Messner,
1950. 182 pages. $2.75. (13-16 years)

The biography of the rabbi’s son who became a foremost
magician,

ZancwirL, IsraeL. Ghetto Tragedies. Philadelphia, Jewish
Publication Society of America, 1899, 486 pages. Out of
print. (14-16 years)

“Noah’s Ark,” pp. 79-123.
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FOREWORD

This bibliography is brief and subjective. Brief bibli-
ographies are necessarily subjective. There are literally
many hundreds of books, essays, and articles which might
have been included. Purely for the reasons of expediency
and convenience this bibliography has been limited to
books alone, and no attempt has been made to point to
the many excellent articles tucked away in the periodical
literature. The term “history” in the title has been inter-
preted rather broadly and thus one may find many books
included which deal with social, economie, cultural, and
religious themes. No attempt has been made to include
a single volume of the large literature touching on the
Jew published prior to 1850. Students who seek light
in this field can, of course, always refer back to A. S. W.
Rosenbach, An American Jewish Bibliography . . . until
1850 (New York, Publications of the American Jewish
Historical Society, Number 30, 1926). The compiler has
not ventured to list most of the better known congrega-
tional histories. Their number is legion, and their quality
sometimes questionable. Autobiographical and biographi-
cal works concerning American Jews have been omitted.
A separate bibliography of this type of American Jewish
literature is available. (“American Jewish Biography:
An Introductory List” by Isidore S. Meyer.)

No attempt has been made to evaluate each work criti-
cally. That would have been an ungrateful task. Unfor-
tunately, too many of the works dealing with our subject
are altogether inadequate. Very few measure up to the
canons of historic objectivity and the scientific method.
Nevertheless, it was believed advisable to list some books
on the thesis — always denied by the “critics” — that a
poor book is frequently better than no book! There is
this consolation: better books are being written every
day. Some day — it will come sooner than we think —
we shall really be in a position to offer a bibliography of
sound, scientific works on the life and the history of the
American Jew. Speed the day! '



A BRIEF BIBLIOGRAPHY OF
AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORY

{Note: The books marked by an asterisk are out of print and may
be consulted at libraries. These books can be borrowed on inter-
library loan from major Jewish libraries.)

ApLer, Cyrus, ed. The Jewish Theological Seminary of America.
Semi-Centennial Volume. New York, Lord Baltimore Press,
1939. 194 pages. $1.25.

This volume, a series of essays by various writers, not only
describes the Seminary, but sheds much light on the growth
and development of the Conservative Movement in American
Jewish religious life.

—— and Mancavita, Aaron. With Firmness in the Right:
American Diplomatic Action Affecting Jews, 1840-1945, New
York, American Jewish Committee, 1946. 489 pages. $4.00.
Originally issued as Number 36 of the Publications of the
American Jewish Historical Society, New York.

American Jewish Archives. Cincinnati, Hebrew Union College.

A periodical devoted to the scientific study of American Jew-
ich history and historical materials.

American Jewish Historical Society, Publications of the. New
York, 1893 to date. $1.00 to 85.00 each,

The studies incorporated in these volumes deal with the Jews
not only in the United States, but also in other American lands.
The approach is critical and scientific. There is a detailed index
to the first twenty volumes. Invaluable for the student of
American Jewish history.

American Jewish Year Book, The. Philadelphia, The Jewish Pub-
lication Society of America, 1899 to 1953, $4.00 each.

These yearbooks are particularly useful for European and
American Jewish history since 1899. They contain special arti-
cles, statistics, and detailed directory of American Jewish in-
stitutions.

American Jews in World War II: The Story of Five Hundred
Fifty Thousand Fighters, New York, Dial Press, 1947. Vol. I by
1. Kaufman. 356 pages. Narrative accounts of Jewish heroism.
Vol. 11 compiled by Bureau of War Records of the National
Jewish Welfare Board under direction of Samuel C. Kohs.
590 pages. Lists of casualties and awards. $3.00 set.

Antin, Mary. The Promised Land. Boston, Houghton Mifflin Co.,
1912. 373 pages. $3.75.

In the early chapters of this autobiography there is a good
picture of life in the Russian Pale over thirty years ago. In the
later chapters there is a vivid description of the sueccessful
attempt of this Russian Jewish immigrant girl to assimilate that
which is finest in American culture.

*Benjamin, IsraeL JosepH. Drei Jahre in Amerika, 1859-62, Han-
over, Selbstverlag des Verfassers, 1862, 3 vols.

Of value not only as a source for Jewish history, but for gen-

eral history of the United States. Detailed notes of an intelli-

gent traveler. Most of the material deals with the Pacific coast.

*Berkson, Isaac B. Theories of Americanization. A critical study.
With reference to the Jewish group. New York, Teachers Col-
lege, Columbia University, 1920. 226 pages.
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A sociological siudy. Concerned primarily with New York
Jewry.

*Bervuerver, CHarLes S., ed. The Russian Jew in the United
States. Studies of social conditions in New York, Philadelphia
and Chicago, with a description of rural settlements. Phila-
delphia, The John C. Winston Co., 1905, 403 pages.

Competent studies by many writers on the relation of the
Russian Jew in the United States to politics, rural settlements,
philanthropy, religion, education, etc. The study is limited pri-
marily to New York, Philadelphia and Chicago. Bibliography
and maps. This book is practically identical with Epmunp J.
James and Otuers, The Immigrant Jew in America. New York,
1906.

*DBrum, Ismor. The Jews of Baltimore. An historical summary of
their progress and status as citizens of Baltimore from early
days to the year nineteen hundred and ten. Baltimore, Histori-
cal Review Publishing Co., 1910. 470 pages.

A composite picture of tne Baltimore Jewish community.
The introductory essay on the Jews of Baltimere is followed by
sketches of the various congregations, their rahbis, the various
clubs, philanthropic societies, etc, Illustrated.

*Bocen, Boris D. Jewish Philanthropy. An Exposition of Princi-
ples and Methods of Jewish Social Service in the United States,
New York, The Macmillan Co., 1917. 391 pages.

An interesting book by a social worker. Also contains mate-
rial on Jewish philanthropic organizations, immigration, agri-
culture, education, settlements, ete. Bibliography.

BooksinpeEr, HYymMAN Harry, and Associates. To Promote the
General Welfare: The Story of the Amalgamated. New York,
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America, 1950. 161 pages.
$1.00. ;

An account of the struggle for the economic and social wel-
fare of this union.

Brocugs, S. Jews in New England. Part I: Historical Study of
the Jews in Massachusetts (1650-1750). 68 pages. Part II:
Jewish Merchants in Colonial Rhode Island, 80 pages. New
York, Bloch Publishing Co., 1942, 50c each.

These studies, dealing with colonial New England Jewry,
are largely in the form of source materials and documents,

*Broun, Heywoon, and Georee Britt. Christians Only. A Study
in Prejudice. New York, Vanguard Press, 1931. 339 pages..
An interesting study of prejudice against the Jew in the
United States. Some research material has been utilized. Con-
" siderable attention is paid to discrimination in schools and in
econome life.

“Brown, Francis J., and Josepr SuaBey Roucek, eds. Our Racial
and National Mmormes Their History, Contributions, and
Present Problems. New York, Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1937. 874
pages.

There is a chapter dealing with the Jews written by Harry
Schneiderman.

*Burcin, Hertz, ed. Die geshichte fun der idisher arbeiter bewe-
gung in Amerika, Rusland, un England. New York, United
Hebrew Trades, 1915. 935 pages. (Yiddish)

A study of the Jewish labor movement and its relations to
various radical political parties.

*Byars, WiLiam Vincent, ed. B, and M. Gratz, Merchants in
Philadelphia, 1754-1798. Papers of interest to their posterity

(5]



and the posterity of their associates. Jefferson City, Mo., 1916.
386 pages.

A very valuable collection of Gratz papers covering the period
from 1754 to 1903. No history of the Jew in colonial America
can be written without constant resort to this work.

*Caman, Ap. Bletter fun mein Leben. New York, Forward Asso- -

ciation, 1926-31. (Yiddish). 5 volumes.

Memoirs of the distinguished Jewish socialist. Contains
material on many phases of Jewish life, especially the cultural
and literary development in the United States a generation ago.

*CampBELL, JR., MonroE, and WiLLiam Wirrtz, compilers. The
First Fifty Years, a History of the Council, 1893-1943, New
York, National Council of Jewish Women, 1943. 94 pages.

The Council of Jewish Women was the most important Jewish
women’s organization in the first quarter of this century.

Central Conference of American Rabbis, Yearbook. Cincinnati,
1891 to date. $4.00 each.

These yearbooks which contain the annual conferenee pro-
ceedings are invaluable for any study of Reform Judaism in the
U.S. The appendices in every volume contain articles and
monographs on almost every phase of Jewish life and culture
in all lands and hence are a valuable repertory of material on
modern Jewish history, Students should consult the Yearbook
Index of volumes 1 to 50 issued by the Conference in 1941.

*CorEen, GeEorcE. The Jews in the Making of America. Boston,
Stratford, 1924. 274 pages.
A series of very popular sketches on the Jew in the United
States: his war record, his contributions to business, to the
theatre, literature, art, the professions, etc. Index.

*Davry, CaarLes P, The Settlement of the Jews in North America.
Edited, with notes and appendices, by Max J. Kohler. New
York, Cowen, 1893. 171 pages.

A series of excellent sketches on the early life of the Ameri-
can Jews.

*DavinsoN, Gasrier., Our Jewish Farmers and the Story of the
Jewish Agricultural Society. New York, Fischer, 1943. 280
pages. .

Primarily a history of the Jewish Agricultural Society rather
than a history of the Jew on the sail in America, The author
has been a leader in the farm movement for many years.

*Davie, Mavrice Rea, and Orrners. Refugees in America: Report
of the Committee for the Study of Recent Immigration from
Europe. New York, Harper & DBros., 1947, 453 pages.

Much data of Jewish interest.

Davis, MosHE. Jewish Religions Life and Institutions in Amer-
jca. Tel Aviv, Massadah, 1953. 153 pages. $2.50.

This book, written in Hebrew, is a history of the Jewish

religious community of the United States since Colonial times.

——The Shaping of American Judaism: The Historical School of
the Nineteenth Century. New York, Jewish Theological Semi-
nary of America, 1951. 403 pages. §5.00, (Hebrew).

A pioneer work on the forerunners of Conservative Judaism
in the United States.

*Davis-Dusois, Racuer, and Emma Scawerpe, eds. The Jew in
American life. New York, Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1935.
130 pages.

“The part played by the Jews of America in history, litera-
ture, music, art, the theater, science, the professions, economic
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life, philanthropy.” A popular apologetic work. Part of a series,
“Building American Culture.”

*DracusiER, Jurius. Democracy and Assimilation. The blending
of Immigrant Heritages in America. New York, The Macmillan
Co.._‘1920. 275 pages.

Deals with the Americanization of the immigrants, intermar-
riage among ethnic groups in the United States, public policy,
and ethnic fusion. The statistics on Jewish intermarriage in
New York City are of importance. Statistical supplement,
Bibliography.

*DusHKIN, ALEXaNDER M. Jewish Education in New York City
New York, Bureau of Jewish Education, 1918, 596 pages.
The history and study of Jewish education in New York City;
also reprints some source materials,

Epmin, Ben M. Jewish Community life in America, New York,
‘Hebrew Publishing Co., 1947. 282 pages. $2.50.
Information on national and local Jewish organizations for
young people. 3

#Brzas, Barnert A., The Jews of South Carolina. From the ear-
liest times to the present day. Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott
Co., 1905. 352 pages. )

. One of the hest histories of a Jewish state community. Covers
the period from 1670 to 1905. The history of the middle nine-
teenth century is rather sketchy. Contains important docu-
ments.

Erstemv, Mrerecu. Jewish Labor in the U.S.A.: An Industrial,
Political and Cultural History of the Jewish Labor Movement,
1832-1914. New York, Trade Union Sponsoring Committee,
1950. 456 pages. $5.50.

A study of the Jewish trade unions and their influence on
the cultural life of the Jewish workers in America.

—Jewish Labor in the U.S.A. 19141952, New York, Trade Union
Sponsoring Committee, 1953. 466 pages. $5.50.
A study of the Jewish labor movement in this country from
1914 to 1952. A very useful work. It serves as a second volume
to the above book.

*Ezexirr, HerBert T., and GasTon Licarenstein. The Histary of
the Jews of Richmond, Va., from 1769 to 1917. Richmond,
1917. 374 pages.

A detailed study of this important southern community based
on archival materials. Documentary appendices, notes, index.

*FrLoMaN, Anpanam J, The American Jew: A Study of Back-
grounds. New York, Bloch Publishing Co., 1937. 93 pages.

*TFighting for America: A Record of the Participation of Jewish
Men and Women in the Armed Forces during 1944, New York,
National Jewish Welfare Board, 1945, 290 pages.

A study in Jewish patriotism during the Second World War.

*FiveseErRe, Soromon AwnpuiL, Overcoming Anti-Semitism. New
York, Harper & Bros., 1943. 225 pages.
Studies in the technique of overcoming anti-Semitism. Writ-
ten primarily with the American scene in mind.
*Fink, Reveew, and Benwaro G. Ricmaros, eds, Jewish Com-
munity Directory of Greater New York. New York, Jewish
Information Bureaw, 1947. 80 pages.

A guide to central organizations and institutions.
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Fisn, Sioney M. Aaron Levy: Founder of Aaronsburg. New York,
American Jewish Historical Society, 1951. 81 pages. $1.50.
The first in a series of studies in American Jewish history
tells the story of a Jewish pioneer who founded a community
in central Pennsylvania.

Foner, Priip S, The Jews in American History 1654-1865. New
York, International Publishers, 1946, 96 pages. $1.25.

A study of Jewish history. The approach is Marxian,

*For the Honor of the Nation. Patriotism of the American Jew.
Hailed by Christian Historians. By S, W. McCall, C. W, Eliot,
and others. New York, Plymouth, 1939. 256 pages.

A series of apologetic addresses and essays, all written by
non-Jews, in defense of the Jew.

Forster, Arvorp, and Benyamin Epstein, The Trouble Makers.
New York, Doubleday & Co., 1952, 317 pages. $3.50.
A study by the Anti-Defamation League of present day anti-
Semitism, :

Frank, Warno. The Jew in Our Day. New York, Duell, Sloan and
Pearce, 1944, 199 pages, $2.50. g
Essays on Jews, particularly those in the Western Hemi-
sphere, by a distinguished literateur.

Frepman, J. Georce, and Louts A. Faik. Jews in American
Wars. New York, Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A., 1942,
256 pages. $3.00.

Useful for a study of the Jews in the Armed Forces,

Freonp, Mmiam K. Jewish Merchants in Colonial America.
Their Achievements and Their Contributions to the Develop-
ment of America. New York, Behrman House, Inc., 1939, 127
pages. $1.50.

A study of the Jew in the commercial life of early America.
Documented.

*FRIEDLAENDER, ISRAEL. Past and Present, Collection of Jewish
Essays. Cincinnati, Ark Publishing Ce., 1919. 488 pages.
Several essays by this gifted scholar deal with education and
scholarship in the American Jewish community.

Friepman, Lee M. Early American Jews, Cambridge, Mass., Har-
vard University Press, 1934, 238 pages.
A series of documented studies on the Jews in Massachusetts,
New York and other states, The section on New York includes
a study of Haym Salomon’s services in the American Revolu-
tion. Notes, appendices, bibliography, indices,

——Jewish Pioneers and Patriots. Philadelphia, Jewish Publica-
tion Society of America, 1942. 430 pages. $4.00.

A group of essays wuching on many aspects of American
Jewish life. There is much material here on the social and
mmimic aspects of early American life. The approach is
popular.

——Pilgrims in a New Land. Philadelphia, Jewish Publication
Society of America, 1948, 471 pages. $4.00. .

A compenion volume to Jewish Pioneers and Patriots. Con-
tains much interesting material.

Granz, Ruvorr. The Jews in American Alaska (1867-1880). New
York, 1953, 46 pages. $1.50.
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The first detailed study of a community destined some day
to become one of the United States of America. :

*Grazer, Simon, The Jews of -Iowa. A complete history and
accurate account of their religious, social, economic and edw
cational progress in this state; a history of the Jews of Europe
North and South America in modern times; a brief history of
Towa. Des Moines, Iowa, Koch Bros,, 1904. 359 pages.

A study of the Jews of Jowa begins in chapter twelve. An
elementary study. The story is carried down throngh 1940 by
Jack Worre in A Century with Iowa Jewry, Des Moines, 194L

Gorpen, Harry L., and Rywert, Marrin, Jews in American
History. Charlotte, N. C., Henry Lewis Martin Co., 1950. 498
pages. $10.00, -

This is a collection of notes on American Jewish history.
This book may serve for reference purposes, but should be used
with caution,

GorosTeiN, IsrAEL. Brandeis University: Chapter of Its Found-

ing. New York, Bloch Publishing Co., 1951. 133 pages. $2.50.

An account of the beginnings of an American college under
Jewish auspices,

——A Century of Judaism in New York. B'nai Jeshurun 1825-
1925. New York’s oldest Ashkenazic Congregation. New York,
Cong. B'nai Jeshurun, 1930. 460 pages.

A good congregational history. Annotated. Some of the his-
‘:? of the times is also’ incorporated. Documents, bibliography,
index.

Goopman, AsraM Vossen, American Overture. Philadelphia, The

Jewish Publication Society of America, 1947. 265 pages. $3.00.

An account of Jewish rights during the colonial period in
America. An interesting documented work.

Goooman, Pamir, ed. A Documentary Story of the Jewish Com-
munity Center. New York, National Jewish Welfare Board,
1953. 76 pages. $.75.

A selection of newspaper clippings, circulars, programs, docu-
ments and excerpts from speeches showing the growth of the
Center movement from its early beginnings.

Goroon, ArLserr I. Jews in Transition. Minneapolis, University
of Minnesota Press, 1949. 331 pages. $4.00.

A study of contemporary Jewish life in Minneapolis. This is
an interesting book describing the life and changes in a large
Jewish community. Much of this material is typical of other
Jewish communities,

*Gorin, B. Die Geshichte fun idishen theatre. Zwei toisend yor
theater bei iden. 2 vols. New York, Literarisher Farlag, 1918.
(Yiddish.)

A history of the Yiddish drama both here and abroad.
Mlustrated.

*GRAEBER, IsAQUE, and Stewart HEnpERsoN BRiTr; in cooperation
with Miriam Beard, and others. Jews in a Gentile World. The
Problem of Amti-Semitism. New York, The Macmillan Co.,
1942. 436 pages.

A series of essays dealing with the problems of anti-Semitism,
A number of these essays are specifically concerned with
American Jewry.
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Grinstein, Hyman B. The Rise of the Jewish Community of New
York, 1654-1860. Philadelphia, The Jewish Publication Society
ul Amcrlca. 1945. 645 pages. $4.00.

. A comprehensive, well-documented study of the social, relig-
ious and communal life of Jews in New York.

*GursteiN, Monmis A. The story of the Jews of Newport. Two and
a half Centuries of Judaism, 1658-1908. New York, Bloch Pub-
lishing Co., 1936. 393 pages.

This study concerns itself primarily with the colonial period.
Documented.

—Priceless Heritage: The Epic Growth of Nineteenth Century
Chicago Jewry. New York, Bloch Publishing Co., 1953. 488
pages. $6.00.

A detailed study of Chicago Jewry, emphasizing the life and
“development of the East European Jews in that community.

Hevver, James G. As Yesterday When it is Past. A History of the
Isaac M. Wise Temple-K. K. B'nai Yeshurun, Cincinnati. Cin-
. cinnati, Isaac M. Wise Temple, 1942. 249 pages.

A history of one of the great American congregations closely
associated with Isaac Maver Wise and the development of the
_American Jewish Reform Movement,

HirsH, Joseprn, and Bexa Donerry, The First 100 Years of the
Mount Sinai Hospital of New York: 1852-1952. New York,
Random House, 1952. 364 pages. $5.00.

This is the first detailed study of an American Jewish
hospital.

*HourwicH, Isaac A. Immigration and Labor. The Economic
Aspects of European Immigration to the United States. 2nd ed.
‘New York, Huebsch, 1922, 544 pages.

A detailed study of the immigrants and their relation to
labor, standard of living, crime, type of education, etc., by a
;competent sociologist. Statistical tables.

*Janowsky, Oscar ., ed. The American Jew. A Composite Por-
‘trait. New York, Harper & Bros., 1942. 322 pages.
A series of studies on American Jewish life and culture by
a group of writers, A number of the essays are excellent, This
is the best study of this type that has been published

I_SITUEB JWB Survey. New York, Dial Press, 1948, 490 pages.

- A study of the work and objectives of the National Jewish
‘Welfare Board. Important for the study of contemporary
American Jewry.

*Jewish Communal Register of New York City, 1917-1918. New
York, Kehillah, 1918, 1597 pages.

A very valuuble collection of material, encyclopedic in char-
-acter, covering practically every communal, religious, educa-
tional, recreational, cultural, economic, mutual aid, and correc-
tional agency in New York City. Tables. lllustrations. Index.

*Jewish Landsmanschaften of New York, The. Prepared by the
Yiddish Writers’ Group of the Federal Writers’ Project. Works
Progress Administration in the City of New York. New York,
1938. 397 pages. (Yiddish.)

* Detailed sociological studies on the New York Landsman-
schaften and Family Circles.
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Jewish Theological Seminary of America. Rabbinical Assembly.
Proceedings. 1927 to date. §2.00 to $3.50 each,

These proceedings of the annual conference of Conservative
Rabbis throw light on their theology and their point of view.
Scientific essays also abound.

*Jews in America. By the Editors of Fortune. New York, Random
House, 1936. 104 pages.

A survey of the Jew in the United States and an attempt to
gauge his “influence.” Journalistic, but valuable.

*JoseFn, SamueL, History of the Baron de Hirsch Fund. The
Americanization of the Jewish Immigrant. Philadelphia, The
Fund, 1935, 305 pages.

Valuable for a study of the ruralization and Americaniza-
tion of the East European immigrants,

——Jewish Immigration to the United States from 1881.1910.
New York, Columbia University Press, 1914. 209 pages. $3.00.

Deals with the causes of Jewish emigration; the economic,
social, and political conditions of the Jews in Eastern Europe:
Jewish immigration to the United States, illiteracy; etc. Numer-
ous statistical tables. Documents, bibliography. A very useful

work,

Kacan, Soromon' R, Jewish Contributions to Medicine in Amer-
jea (1656-1934). With medical chronology, bibliography, and
sixty-nine illustrations. Boston, Boston Medical Publishers,
1934. 549 pages.

is an introductory essay on Jewish physicians in
America, followed by topical studies. In the topical studies
the treatment is bibliographical. A revised and expanded edi-
tion appeared in 1939.

*Karrr, Maunice J. Jewish Community Organization in the United
States. An Outline of Types of Organizations, Activities, and
Problems. New York, Bloch Publishing Co., 1938. 234 pages.

A brief but interesting and useful study of the structure of
the American Jewish community. Documented.

Karsi, Annanam 1. Hebrew in American Higher Education (and
an amllysls of Hebrew influence on American life). New York,
New York University Bookstore, 1941, 182 pages. $1.00.

Includes a survey of Hebrew studies in American colleges,

*KavserLing, M. Christopher Columbus and the Participation of
the Jews in the Spanish and Portuguese Discoveries. Tr. by
C. Gross. New York, Longmans, Green & Co., 1894. 189 pages.

d'A study by an authority in the field. Documented. Appen-
ces.

Kiscu, Gumwo. In Search of Freedom. A History of American
Jews from Czechoslovakia. New York, Bloch, 1949. 373 pages.
$4.50.

This is a sound study by a fine scholar, It deals with Jewish
immigration to America from Bohemia and with the contribution
of the Czechoslovak Jews to American civilization. There are
very extensive appendices dealing primarily with the Jews of
Bohemia and their relation to the United States.
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-*Konrer, Max J. Immigration and Aliens in the United States.
Studies of American Immigration Laws and the Legal Status
of Aliens in the United States. New York, Bloch Publishing
Co., 1936. 459 pages. )

These studies have been made by a conscientious and com-
petent writer, Eulogics of Baron de Hirsch, Simon Wolf, Jacob
H. Schiff and Lounis Marshall are also included.

Korx, Bentram WaLtace. American Jewry and the Civil War,
Philadelphia, Jewish Publication Society, 1951. 340 pages.
£84.00.

A standard work on the Jews of the United States from
1861 to 1865. This is an excellent piece of historical research,
a truly scientific work.

Kra¥r, Lots. A Century of the Jewish Community Center Move-
ment. New York, National Jewish Welfare Board, 1953. 67
pages. $.75.

A brief account of the YMHA and JCC movcment from
1854 to date, with biographical sketches of the national leaders.

*La Mag, Erpen. The Clothing Workers in Philadelphia. History
of Their Struggles for Union and Security. Philadelphia. Phila-
delphia Joint Board, Amalgamated Clothing Workers of Amer-
ica, 1940. 221 pages.

The story of the clothing workers in Philadelphia, many of
whom are Jews.

*Laxnc H., and Mornis C, Frinstone, eds. Gewerkschaften, Issued
by the United Hebrew Trades on the occasion of its 50th
Anniversary as a Trade Union Body in Greater New York,
1938. 248, 176 pages.

Collection of essays in English and Yiddish on the United
Hebrew Trades.

*Lanc, Harnry. “62." Biography of a Union, New York, 1940. 222
pages. i

The story of Undergarment and Negligee Workers’ Union,

Local 62, LL.G.W.U,, a local with more than 10,000 members.

*Lasker, Bruno, ed. Jewish Experiences in America. Suggestions
: for the Suidy of Jewish Relations with Non-Jews. New York,
The Inquiry, 1930, 309 pages.

An interesting manual for the study of Jewish relations to
non-Jews., Contains excerpts from writers on Jewish and non-
Jewish relations, reading lists, suggestions for discussion lead-
ers, attitude and opinion tests, and suggested adaptations of
general discusion-outlines for women's groups without trained
leadership.

*Leneson, Anita Linman, Jewish Pioneers in America, 1492-1848.
New York, Brentano, 1931. 372 pages.
The best history of Jews in the United States prior to the
Civil War thus far published. The approach is scientific. Illus-
trated. Notes, bibliographies, index.

_SGI{))i(fgﬁm People. New York, Harper & Bros., 1950. 624 pages.

A very interesting study of the Jew in the United States.
The material on early South American Jewry is particularly
illuminating.

*Leisen, JosepH. American Judaism. The Religion and Religious
Institutions of the Jewish People in the United States. An
- historical survey. New York, Bloch Publishing Ce., 1925. 294

pages.
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Treats of various groups, movements, and institutions in
American Jewish life.

*Leving, Louls. The Women’s Garment Workers. A History of
the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union. New York,
Huebech, 1924, 608 pages.

A detailed history of the rise and development of this impor-
tant union in which Jews play so important a part. Statistics,
documents, bibliography, indices.

*Levincer, Lee J. Anti-Semitism in the United States. lts History

and Causes. New York, Dloch Publishing Co., 1925. 120 pages.

A sociological approach to the study of anti-Semitism in the

United States. The study concerns itself primarily with World
War I and the post-war period. Bibliography.

——A History of the Jews in the United States. Cincinnati, Union
of America Hebrew Congregations, 1949, 616 pages. $3.50.
A simple, well-organized, elementary introduction to the
history of the Jews in the United States. No detailed, scholarly
history of the Jews in the United States has yet been written.

Levitan, Tiva. The Firsts of American Jewish History, 1492-1951.
Brooklyn, 1233 Ocean Ave., Charuth Press, 1952, 172 pages.

A book that recounts the beginnings in American Jewish
history: first times, first places, first things, ete. A popular
presentation.,

Loxpon, Hanwan R. Miniatures of Early American Jews.
Springfield, Mass., Pond-Ekberg Co., 9 Andrew St., 1953. 154
pages. $10.00.

More than sixty portraits by great miniaturists with bio-
graphical sketches of the subjects and of the artists.

Marcus, Jacon R. Early American Jewry: Vol. I. The Jews of
New York, New England and Canada, 1649-1794. Philadelphia,
Jewish Publication Society, 1951. 328 pages. $3.50.

Portrayal of the people of every class and occupation who
Jaid the foundations of the American Jewish community.

——Early American Jewry: Vol. II. The Jews of Pennsylvania
and the South, 1655-1790. Philadelphia, Jewish Publication
Society, 1953, 580 pages. $4.00.

This volume containg a detailed systematic summary of
Jewish life during the Colonial and Revolutionary periods, It
is in effect a history of American Jewry during the eighteenth

century.

—Jews in American Life. New York, American Jewish Com-
mittee, 1945, 16 pages. $3.00 per hundred. :
A pamphlet.

*Markens, Isaac. The Hebrews in America, A Series of Historical
and Biographical Sketches. New York, The Author, 1888. 352
pages.

An early attempt to write the history of American Jewry.
Not always accurate, Contains much material. No documenta-
tion.

*Masserman, Pavr, and Max Baker. The Jews Come to America.
New York, Bloch Publishing Co., 1932. 477 pages. A well-
organized elementary history of the Jews in the United States.
Marred by frequent errors. Bibliographical notes, index.

*McGrapy, Par, Fascism in America. New York, Jewish Daily
Bulletin, 1954. 32 pages. An exposé of Nazi and nativist activi-
ties in the United States.
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*Mgersanp, Josepd, Traditions in American Literature. A study
of Jewish characters and authors. New York, Modern Chap-
books, 1939. 247 pages.

This work deals with the writings of Jewish authors and
with the Jew as portrayed in American literature. The bibliog-
raphies appended are very useful,

*Monrais, Hesry Samues, The Jews of Philadelphia. Their His-
tory from the Earliest Settlement to the Present Time. Phila-
delphia, Levytype, 1894. 576 pages.

A detailed history of an American Jewish community, Like
most communal histories, it concerns itself primarily with the
synagogal (church) history, although other phases are not
left untouched. Contains a great deal of material. Index.

Puiipson, Davin. The Jew in America. Cincinnati, Union of
American Hebrew Congregations. 31 pages. §.05.

A pamphlet,

*__The Reform Movement in Judaism, 2nd ed. New York, The
Macmillan Co., 1931. 503 pages.

The standard history of the Reform Movement. Written by
the man who helped to fashion the movement in the United
States, Most of the material deals with the movement in Europe.
Well documented.

Poov, Davio pE Sovra. Portraits Etched in Stone: Early American
Settlers, 1682-1831. New York, Columbia University Press,
1952, 543 pages. $10.00.

A series of very interesting biographical studies of the early
New York Jewish settlers. A good book.

Rapmvowitz, Bengamin, The Young Men’s Hebrew Associations
(1854-1913) . New York, National Jewish Welfare Board, 1948.
Reprinted from PAJHS, No. 37, 1947. 115 pages. $1.00.

The growth and development of the YMHA movement from
its early beginnings to the time of World War I,

Rawmowicz, Simon, ed. The Chicago Pinkas. Chicago, College
of Jewish Studies; New York, Bloch Publishing Co., 1952, 320
pages. $5.00.

Essays and articles dealing with the history of the Chicago
Jewish community.

Reznikorr, CHARLES, with the collaboration of Uriar Z. Enxcri-
man, The Jews of Charleston: A History of an American Jew-
ish Community. Philadelphia, Jewish Publication Society, 1950,

© 343 pages. $4.00.

A good history of the most important Jewish community in
the South in the period before the Civil War. Since Barnett A.
Elzas’s The fews of South Carolina (1905) is out of print,
this work takes on added significance,

Risarow, Harowp U. The Jew in American Sports. New York,
Bloch Publishing Co., 1948. 288 pages. $3.00.
Stories of outstanding American Jewish sportsmen.

*RoBack, A. A. The Story of Yiddish Literature. New York, Yid-
dish Scientific Institute, 1940. 448 pages.

A survey of the subject with considerable reference to Amer-
ican Yiddish literature. A good bibliography is appended in-
cluding translations from the Yiddish available in English.

Roeison, Sormia M, ed. Jewish Population Studies. New York,
Conference on Jewish Relations, 1943, 189 pages. $3.50.

A valuable socio-economic study. Throws light on the demo-
graphic characteristics of American Jewish communities,
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ROSHNBERC. Louis. A Population Study of the Winnipeg Jewish
Community. Montreal, Canadian Jewish Congress, 1946. 96
pages. $1.00. :

*Sacus, Asraam S. Die geshichte fun Arbeiter Ring, 1892-1925.
2 vols. New York, Arbeiter Ring, 1925. (Yiddish.)

A detailed history of the Jewish Workmen’s Circle.

*Sack, Bengamin G. History of the Jews in Canada, Vol. I.-Mon-
ireal, Canadian Jewish Congress, 1945. 285 pages,
An interesting documented study. This first volume goes only
10 1900,

ScuacHNER, NatHAN. The Price of Liberty: A History of the
American Jewish Committee. New York, American Jewish
Committee, 1948. 225 pages. §$3.50.

This book throws light on the effort to maintain, unimpaired,
the rights of American Jews.

Sciarpes,. Morris U. A Documentary Story of the Jews in the
United States. New York, Citadel Press, 1950. 762 pages. $6.00.
This is a source book of American Jewry that carries the
story down to 1875. The approach, which i Marxian, is re-
flected in the notes. This book is very useful because of the
documents which are basic in any study of American Jewish
history. - ;

*ScrauLmAaN, Enias. A History of Yiddish Literature in the United
Siates, 1870-1900, New York, 1943. 244 pages. (Yiddish.)
This history of Yiddish literature deals with the press, popu-
lar literature, poetry and drama,

Sovtes, Morpecar. The Yiddish Press, An Americanizing Agency.
“New York, Teachers College, Columbia University, 1925, 242
pages. $2.00.
A good study of the Yiddish daily press of New York City
and its influence. Important for a history of the Yiddish press
‘in the United States.

*Spanco, Joun. The Jew and American Ideals. New York, Harper
& Bros., 1921. 147 pages.
A series of popular essays dealing with Henry Ford’s ant»
Semitism, the “International Jewich Conspiracy,” Bolshevism
and the Jews, anti-Semitism in the United States, etc.

*SteivBerG, Noan. Yung Amerika, New York, Farlag Leben, 1917.
255 pages. (Yiddish.) .
A study of the younger generation of Yiddish writers in the
United States. Short biographical sketches of the writers are
also appended.

Stery, Horace, The Spiritual Values of Life. Philadelphia, Jew-
ish Publication Society, 1953. 257 pages. $3.00.

Occasional addresses on Jewish themes, necrologies of Amer-
ican Jews, etc., by a distinguished jurist.

*StoLperG, BEnyamMin, Tailor's Progress. Garden City, Doubleday,
Doran, 1944. 360 pages.

The story of the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’
Union in which Jews have played an important role.

Story of the Jews in the United States, The. New York, National

Jewish Welfare Board, 1953. 32 pages. $.10.
A pamphlet, .
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equave, Dowxanp S0 Orgonized Auti-Semitism in America, The
tise of Group Prejudice during the Decade 1950-40. Wash-
ingten, American Couucil om Public Affairs, 19341, 191 pages.

A good study of nativist und lascist movemenis of an anti-
Semitic type.

Tracurexsere, Josunua, Consider the Years, The Story of the
Jewish Community of Easton, 1752-1942. Easton, Pa., 1944.
327 pages.

A significant local histery.

*Tscuerikower, E., ed. History of the Jewish Labor Movement in
the United States. 2 Vols. New York, Yiddish Scientific Insti-
tute, 1943-45, 414 pages, (Yiddish.)

A composite work that contains far more material than the
title implies. In many respects this is a history of the East
European immigrants in the United States. Much of this
material goes only up to 1890.

* (Voorsancer, Jacor), Dibre yeme Immanuel. The Chronicle of
Emanu-El: being an account of the rise and progress of the
Congregation Emanu-El which was founded in July, 1850. San
Francisco, 1900. 169 pages.

A history of one oi the most important Jewish congregations
on the Pacific Coast covering the period from 1849 to 1900.
Valuable for a study of Jewish life in the far west.

Waroman, Morris D, Nor by Power. New York, International
Universities Press, 1953. 473 pages. $6.00.

The author, as the former executive secretary of the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee, had an excellent opportunity to study
American Jewish life in the lirst half of this century. This book
represents his notes and views on the American and the
international scene insofar as they touch on Jews.

Warrers, LEON L. The Pioneer Jews of Utah (Studies in Amer-
jcan Jewish History, No. £). New York, American Jewish
Historical Society, 1952. 199 pages. $2.50.

A good study of the first Jews who settled in Utah in the
days of the Mormons when the West was still “wild.” This essay
is carefully documented.

Waxman, Mever. A History off Jewish Literature from the Close
of the Bible to our own Days. Vel. IV: From 1885 to 1935.
2nd ed. New York, Bloch Publishing Co., 1941. 1335 pages.
$6.50.

The last chapters deal with American Jewish literature.
This is the most comprehensive survey that has thus far been
published.

*Wiernik, PeTer. History of the Jews in America. From the
Period of the Discovery of the New World to the Present Time.
2nd ed. New York, Jewish History Publishing Co., 1931. 465
pages.

A popular study of the Jews in the New World. Good for an
appreciation of the work and problems of the East European
Jews in this country.

Wiscunitzer, Marx. To Dwell in Safety. The story of Jewish
migration since 1800, Philadelphia, Jewish Publication Seciety
of America, 1948, 368 pages. $4.00.

This work, by a well-known historian of East European
%ew‘ry, is very useful for a study of migration to the United

tates.

Wise, James WarermMan, The Jew in American Life. New York,
Council Against Intolerance in America, 1946.

A pictorial history. Distributed at request, without charge, to
teachers and educators. )

*Worr, S. The American Jew as Patriot, Soldier and Citizen.
Philadelphia, Levytype, 1895. 576 pages.

A series of studies and statistical data on the American Jew
in the army, navy, etc. Also contains material on the Russian
Jewish problem.
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AMERICAN
JEWISH
TERCENTENARY

1654-1954

 Scope and Theme




]I_N 1954 THE Jews OF AMERICA will celebrate the 300th
anniversary of the arrival of the first group of Jewish settlers in
what is now the United States. In preparation for this important
event, a Tercentenary Committee of 300 has been organized to
develop a program for the observance. At a national planning con-
ference in New York, in April 1953, the Tercentenary Committee
adopted the report which follows.

It is not the purpose of this rei:ort to provide a de-
tailed plan for specific projects and events which will
occur on the occasion of the Tercentenary. Rather, it is
intended to offer a serious consideration of the implica-
tions and meaning of the forthcoming anniversary, and
to make recommendations on the scope, the tone and the

spirit of the observance.

The report was originally drafred by a Program Policy Com-
mittee whose membership consisted of Samuel I. Rosenman, Chair-
man; Ralph E. Samuel, ex officio; and Benjamin V. Cohen, Adolph
Held, William S, Paley, David Sarnoff, Benjamin Sonnenberg, Lewis
L. Strauss and Herbert Bayard Swope.




]I.N SEPTEMBER 1654 there landed on Manhattan Island 23 Jews
seeking religious and civic freedom. They were the first group of Jewish
settlers in the land that was to become the United States of America,
The right to citizenship which they established, the right to worship as
Jews in the congregation they brought into being in that first year, their
identification from the beginning with the opportunities and responsibili-
ties of freedom in this land, and the record through three centuries of
the Jews of America, will be commemorated in the Tercentenary celebra-
tion. The observance will begin in September 1954 and will continue

" through May 1955.

- As the knowledge of the approaching anniversary spreads among

American Jews, there will be an increasing demand for a celebration
simply because it is a time to celebrate. We believe that this demand
which we anticipate is a natural one. It provides the underlying reason for
the celebration. We think that the Tercentenary should be celebrated
basically because it is a kind of spiritual birthday party for the Jews of
America. An important milestone will have been reached at 300 years,
calling for commemoration. That, it seems to us, should characterize the
activities which will mark the occasion.

However, no commemoration of a historic fact of such significance
has any real value unless it carries within itself a message for the
present and for the future. In the case of the American Jewish Tercen-
tenary, the message can be very real, and without some such message it
would be an empty celebration.

The Jews who came here, in 1654 and in later years, had the same
reasons for leaving the Old World and settling in the New as did
- other settlers who crossed the Atlantic. A few were inspired by the spirit
of adventure. The overwhelming majority, however, sought escape from
persecution, from poverty, from despair, from the dreariness and despera-
tion of their daily lives. They came with hope in their hearts; but they
also came with ideas in their heads, with muscles in their arms. They
dreamed, and planned, and worked. They established new industries, they
contributed to the economic strength of America, they wrote books and
plays and songs, they held public office, they opened up new frontiers,
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They shared in the building of a great nation, in its struggles and its set-
backs and its majestic victories. Above all, they helped to mould the idea
that every man has the right to be treated for what he is, rather than for
what his faith is or what the color of his skin may be.

Through three centuries, the American Jew has assumed his full

share of Ttesponsibility in the United States as citizen and as human

being, just as he has improved upon the opportunities which the new

land gave him. He is so much a part of America that it would seem
peculiar and somehow unbefitting even to stress this fact. Yer through
three centuries he has remained a Jew. It would seem to be appropriate,
in an anniversary like this, to build the spirit of the observance around
these twin considerations: that there are both American and Jewish
aspects to the Tercentenary, and that these complement one another.

In its American aspects, it is ficting for this Tercentenary to assume
a patriotic tone—not in a superficial flag-waving spirit, but rather in the
sense that.all Americans hold a deep and often unspoken love for their
country and its people. We' feel ourselves to be part of a single great
American family, and we all have an earnest sense of gratiude to the
Providence which has brought us to the United States. Like all other
Americans we wish to do what we can to make our country ever better,
ever happier, ever safer, ever closer to the American dream.

In its Jewish sense, it is equally fitting that we recognize, not in self-
glorification but in self-respect, the good things that we as a group have
brought to America. We have brought to the United States a deep religious
faith and we have kept it alive within a harmony of differing faiths. We
have brought a tradition of learning, of scholarship, of scientific curiosity.
We have brought a love of the arts, and a respect for those who create
with words and sounds and colors. We have brought a healthy and grow-
ing culture in the Yiddish and Hebrew languages, with a flourishing lit-
erature, press and theatre. With our all-too-intimate knowledge of persecu-
tion, we have brought a deep passion for human freedom and personal
dignity. With our intimate knowledge of poverty and privation in the
Old World, we have brought a striving for social justice and equality of
economic opportunity.

We have not been the only ones to bring such values to America;
others have done as much or more. For this reason we would not assume
a tone of self-glorification or vainglorious boasting, or imply compari-
sons of Jewish “contributions” to America with those of other groups.

(6]

RECOMMENDATIONS

B EFORE STATING OUR VIEWS on the theme and spirit of the Ter-
centenary, it may be useful to list 2 few of the preliminary concepts which
have influenced our thinking:

Religious Observances. We heartily recommend—and take it
for granted—that in our houses of worship and in our religious schools
there will be, in connection with the Tercentenary, an intensive program
of religious and educational observances. A Committee on Religious and
Educational Participation, including rabbis, educators and lay leaders, has
been charged with responsibility for making general and specific recom-
mendations in this area. That committee will also stimulate the prepara-
tion of material of all kinds appropriate for such observances, and see to
it that the material is distributed to the Jewish religious and educational
institutions of the country. :

We also propose that the spiritual force of Judaism as a religion be
made an integral and inspiring part of the observance in a broader sense.
‘We believe that the Tercentenary could provide the occasion to touch off
a new spiritual drive—a renewed and exciting recognition of the ancient
Jewish contributions to the modern world: the recognition of the existence
of one God, the universal code of ethics and behavior typified and symbol-
ized by the Ten Commandments, the teachings and social objectives of
the Jewish prophets, rabbis and sages. These contributions should be
commemorated not as the exclusive heritage of American Jews but as the
heritage of all Americans.

Scholarship and Research. The Tercentenary Committee will
stimulate and subsidize, to the extent of its ability, appropriate research
and scholarly publications in the field of American Jewish history. A Com-
mittee on- Research and Publications has been organized for this purpose.
We consider it essential that there should come out of the celebration at
least one lasting achievement in the field of scholarship. We would hope
that there would be enlisted in this work Christian as well as Jewish
scholars.

Role of Tercentenary Commitiee. We believe that there will
be unanimous agreement on the necessity for dignity and restraint
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in the conduct of the celebration; but we recognize that people may differ
on the definition and limits of these words. It would be manifestly im-
possible—and certainly not desirable—for the American Jewish Tercen-
tenary Committee to seek to impose its judgment on five million Ameri-
can Jews. We do not have, nor should we seek, the authority to approve
or veto the actions of others. Yet the membership of the Committee rep-
resents an imposing, all-embracing national cross-section of the American
Jewish community, and imaginative and hardworking activity should pro-
vide the Tercentenary Committee with popular recognition of its leader-
ship in organizing the observance. This means that the Tercentenary
Committee should seek to work with all who wish to take part in the
observance; it should encourage participation within the framework of its
own general philosophic approach; and, where differences with others be-
come itreconcilable, it should then merely refrain from further cooperation.

Local Celebrations of Tercentenary. We expect that Jews in
many cities and villages throughout the United States will want to
engage in local celebrations. With two exceptions, we believe that the
role of the Tercentenary Committee should be limited to offering sug-
gestions, materials, guidance, and certain limited types of professional
service. Beyond this, we feel that local observances should stem from
the communities themselves. We do not believe the Tercentenary Com-
mittee can undertake to support such local observances financially, ot
provide intensive staff help to individual local projects. The two excep-
tions are New York and Washington—New York because it is by far
the largest Jewish community in the country, and Washington because
it is the nation’s capital. Inevitably, observances in these two cities will
have an effect throughout the country, because they are powerful centers of
news, radio, television and other mass media of communications.
Therefore we think that the Tercentenary Committee should assume
some measure of responsibility and supervision for the principal observ-
ances in those cities. '

Here too there may be some who will not agree with the general
tenor and spirit of this report or with the kind of specific projects which
the Tercentenary Committee may suggest for these cities. The function
of the Tercentenary Committee should be to advise, guide and help all
who wish such service from it; it does not have the power, nor should it
seek the authority, to prevent activity by any group. It is to be hoped,
however, that the representation which all groups have on the Tercentenary
Committee will provide it with sufficient prestige and standing to dis-
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courage manifestations which the national committee might consider
inadvisable,

All-Embracing Nature of Celebration. We do not believe that
the Tercentenary should be made a vehicle for propagation of any
particular ideology in American Jewish life. Some among us may feel
strongly that the identification of a Jew is solely in terms of his religion;
others may lean toward a different interpretation. The celebration should
not be committed to either philosophy. It should be neither Zionist, non-
Zionist, nor anti-Zionist. It should not try to formulate or advance any
particular definition of Jewishness. The Tercentenary belongs primarily
to five million people who regard themselves as patriotic, loyal American
Jews, whatever their definition or their philosophy; it should be broad
enough to appeal to 160 million Americans, who have all 'shared in the
building of America, and who, we would hope, would be willing to join
in commemorating with us this happy anniversary.

The overall program to be developed and carried out by the Ter-
centenary Committee ought to have the general agreement of all major
forces in American Jewish life. We do not see in the Tercentenary Com-
mittee an instrument for organizing the American Jewish community in
any particular direction. By adhering to certain general principles and by
carrying out a broad program, we hope there will be reached a healthy
agreement in the conduct of this observance. To achieve this and to main-
tain it, there will be required on the part of the Tercentenary Committee,
of the Tercentenary staff, of the organizations and individuals with whom
the Committee must work, a high degree of statesmanship, tolerance,
understanding and cooperative enthusiasm.

Interfaith Participation. It is recommended that Christian indi-
viduals and groups be given the opportunity to participate. Protestant and
Catholic leaders should be encouraged to mark and join in the celebra-
tions. We therefore propose that there be established an interfaith com-
mittee to take part in planning the observance.
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THEME OF THE CELEBRATION

W HAVE TRIED to formulate the general philosophy which we think
should underlie the celebration. The theme should express in some way the
outstanding fact of the 300 years of our participation in America. It
should describe the significance of the present day for American Jews,
and it should express the hopes and aspirations and objectives of the future
for ourselves and for all Americans—indeed, for all men throughout the
world.

These three hundred years have been marked by many events of
tremendous importance in the history of man and his civilization. Out-
standing among them have been the great growth of human freedom
and human dignity and the development—under that freedom and dig-
nity—of material, spiritual and intellectual progress. And in all of us
there is a passionate yearning that the privileges of freedom be spread to
all peoples of the earth as speedily as possible.

We believe that the teachings of the Hebrew prophets-have vitally

affected the growth of freedom and rhe development of human dignity -

in America and throughout the world. It would be well for the Ter-
centenary celebration to emphasize the direct and indirect effects of those
teachings on the precious heritage of all Americans.

 We suggest therefore the following theme:

Man’s Opportunities and Responsibilities under Freedom.

We believe this theme appropriate because:

- 1. The history and experience of the Jews in the United States have
certainly shown the great opportunities which exist for man in an
atmosphere of freedom.

2. We would hope to show that Jews have been alive to the corre-

sponding responsibilities which have rested upon them as American
citizens.

3. Above all we must express the hope which is in all of us that
those opportunities and those responsibilities will soon be made uni-
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versal for all the millions of men and women and children who do not
now enjoy the blessings of liberty.

In expressing this theme, the Tercentenary should devote itself to
showing:

1. What America has meant in opportunities to Jews and to
gll who have sought freedom and liberty and human dignity.

2. What the corresponding responsibilities and obligations of
man are in such an atmosphere of freedom, with some
exposition of what Jews have done to carry out those

responsibilities.
3. What the Jewish experience in America has meaat in terms
of inspiration and hope to Jews in other lands and to all

* people yearning to be free and to share the opportunities
of freedom.

If this be our theme and if we intend to show these things,
then we are dealing with an ‘event which goes beyond the simple celebra-
tion of the arrival of the first 23 Jewish settlers in New Amsterdam. We
are concerned with the whole stream of 300 years of American Jewish
history, in which both the early settlers and the later ones share equally.
The three centuries of our history are not as important as the quality
and intensity of our participation in American life; the life and activity
of five million American Jews in September 1954 will be just as im-
portant: as the life and activity of the first 23 Jews in September 1654.

American Jews will wish to review the nature of their participa-
tion, past and present, in American life. Such a review is commendable
provided it preserves perspective. We suggest that it emphasize the pure
and the applied quality of Judaism as a religion, the great growth of
philanthropy, the spirit of intellectual exploration, and the intense desire
for social progress.

The very universality of the Jewish experience in America leads
us toward the crux of this observance: that Jews have shared in the work
of building an America where the accepted ideal is one of liberty, equality,
and dignity. These things were not ready made for the earliest settlers
of any nationality or religion. They had to be fought for. Certainly the
Jewish settlers in New Amsterdam had to fight hard—for the right to
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remain, for the right to worship as they wished, for the right of citizen-
ship, and for the right to bear arms in the militia along with their neigh-
bors. They won that fight, just as other settlers, in other colonies, won
their fights for religious freedom and human liberty. '

Jews were not the only ones who faced these problems and fought
them through. The Catholics, the Quakers, the Irish, the Negroes, and
many other groups have been engaged in similar battles. To ourselves, to
our fellow-Americans, and to people in other lands, we ought to make of
the Tercentenary a symbol of the victories America herself has won within
her own borders, and of the determination to win still more victories on
the battlefield of human freedom.

The Tercentenary should not lose sight of the need to relate these
lofty concepts to everyday life. What we should try to say, more than
anything else, is that in the life of the American Jew, it is and has always
been natural and proper for him to be an American and a Jew, and that
his 'story through these three centuries is in essence no different from
that of other groups of Americans. We do not imply by this a Pollyannaish

denial of any disharmony or prejudice in the past or in the present; but

we recognize that these too have been a part not only of Jewish history
but of American history as a whole, and that the good has overwhelmingly
outweighed the evil. '

This kind of approach definitely does not involve an effort to use
the Tercentenary as a vehicle to combat anti-Semitism. We caution against
such effort. We believe that a healthy, hearty, warm and intelligent cele-
bration will have the incidental effects of bolstering the sense of security
of American Jews and of removing or reducing some of the unfriendly
concepts which exist in the minds of uninformed or bigoted Americans.
But we feel that these results should be incidental to the job of the Ter-
centenary itself, which should be positive and constructive in spirit and
tone and program.

History has made of the American Jewish community the largest
Jewish community in the world. This community, in the American and
the Jewish tradition, has had a record of concern for the rights and the
well-being of Jews in other parts of the world. This concern has shown
itself in many ways: in the reception of the first Palestinian messengers
in the middle of the eighteenth cenrury, in the defense of Jews in
Damascus in 1840, in efforts to protect the rights of Jews in other lands
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throughout the past century, and in the help to refugees and displaced
persons during and since the Hitler holocaust. Indeed, the humanitarian
work of American Jews in behalf of stricken Jews overseas,  especially
since the beginning of the first World War, is one of the inspiring pages
of human history.

The rise of Isracl has a place in the framework of the observance. The
freedom and democracy which Jews enjoy in America have enabled them
to help Israel gain and establish its own freedom and democracy and to
offer these blessings to hundreds of thousands who could not find them
elsewhere. The role of American Jews in assisting the emergence of the
new state, the interest and support of the government of the United States
and of American public opinion, and the spiritual impact of Israel today,
are all part of American history and of the history of our times.

We believe that there should be major observances in the form
of large meetings in New York and Washington, with the participation
of the President of the United Staces and other distinguished citizens.
We urge that such observances be planned to assure the cooperation of -
the entire American community, both Christian and Jewish.

We believe thar the Tercentenary can be the starting poinc for an
upsurge of Jewish incerest in the Jewish past in America. We hope that
out of the anniversary will come a lasting interest in our American roots,
that Jewish education in America will devote increased attention to
American Jewish history, and that local and congregational histories will
be published in many places.

We expect that the Tercentenary Committee will stimulate and
encourage newspaper coverage, radio and television programs, films, exhi-
bits, concerts, lectures, meetings, and other activities—as many under
interfaith auspices as possible—which will appropriately convey the mean-
ing and the facts which stem from the Tercentenary itself, all within
the framework of the general philosophy which is herein recommended.

We believe that with this theme the Tercentenary should have pur-
poseful meaning for all Americans and for the entire world. The whole
300-year record of American Jews can be made a symbol of hope. to
oppressed people throughout the whole world. Millions of people in
many lands now live in poverty, in despair, in fear, in the straitjacket of
totalitarianism. The American experience, and the Jewish experierice in
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America, can give them fresh hope, as millions of human beings- seek
for themselves and their children, in the lands where chey live, the very
things that Jews and all other settlers in America sought when they came
here—freedom, self-respect, opportunity, safety, security.

Out of America’s past comes this hope for a free future. We
believe this theme, as an essential of the Tercentenary, can be developed
in a way that will avoid the pitfalls of immediate political or other im-
plications. We believe that it can be interpreted and promoted to offer
to all men’ everywhere a revitalized idea of what they have a right to
expect and demand for themselves.

We can offer, as American Jews, our own experience ‘as living tes-
timony to the strength and promise and opportunities of the free life
in which all can work and live together without loss of identity or self-
respect or initiative. We can point to the past and to the present as
proof that the greatest good for the greatest number comes from under-
standing among equals, from the sovereignty of the mdwldua.l, f:om the
respect for human decency

We can help others who have not had the pnvxleg&s and oppot-
tunities of freedom to look forward more realistically to a future in
which' they too will be able to share in those blessings wherever they may
dweH ’

[14]
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¥ FOUND
GOOD SOIL

By SELMAN WAKSMAN

Nobel Prize Winner

Reprintec from ﬂ.m-l'ﬂllll

—— i B e

The outhor, world renowned microbiologist, at work in his laboratory of Rulgers University.

T the age of eight I saw my cousin

Molki, a 16-year-old orphan, leave

our town of Novaia-Priluka in the

Ukraine for the New World. My mother,

who bad brought up the girl as her own

child, shed tears in which sorrow was
mingled with joy.

I wondered why so many of my cousins
and other townspeople were leaving for
some strange land across the seas. Why
were they breaking away from their
families, their homes?

My mother would invariably answer:
*“What future is there for us here, in this
land of repression. We are unable to live
freely; we are unable to move about. We
are in constant fear of the police. What
about you, my son, my only one, what
will you do when you grow up?”’

I grew up with my mother’s questions

deeply impressed on my mind. After I
received the coveted diploma from the
gymnasium, | was not permitted to enter
a university; the only prospect was going
abroad to complete my education.

There came a letter from Molki: “Why
not come here to the New World? We
have just as fine universities as there are
anywhere in Europe. You will be free
to move about, Here you can do prac-
tically whatever you want.”

I accepted my cousin’s invitation.

Trury, I FounD in America what be-
fore I could only dream about. Here is
where I devoted myself to the study of
those sciences which would help me in
my selected field, microbiology. The uni-
versities of the land were open to me. 1
moved about freely from one to the other.
As [ finally decided to settle down to the
study of soil microbes, unlimited oppor-
tunities were presented to me. I dug
deeper and deeper into the soils of my
adopted country and I was able to fully
justify the wise words of Jesus, the son
of Sirach, the great Hebraic post-Biblical
scholar, who said in Ecclesiasticus: “The
Lord had created medicines out of the
earth, and he that is wise will not abhor
them.”

It was good earth, the earth of my new
homeland.

Dr. Waksman (left) received Nobkel Prize
for medicine from Sweden's King Gustal.

I have now had opportunities to visit
many lands and to study their cultures
and their welfare. Although I always re-
turn from such travels with a sigh of
relief to be home again, I cannot help
but conclude that the world is one, and
that the interests of one country reflect
and doverail with the interests of the rest
of the world. In recognizing this funda-
mental principle, one must recognize also
that to make this world one—to make
it a better place to live in—each group
must make its contribution to the intel-
lectual, social and economic development
of its own country first. Automatically,
this becomes a contribution to the world
as a whole.

If any field of human endeavor can
be said to be international in spirit, it is
true particularly of science. Woe to that
counctry that decides to limit science to
its national boundaries, or, worse yet, to
designate certain branches of science as
characteristic of specific racial or religious
groups.

It is not a matter of necessity to exag-
gerate the importance of the scientific
contributions made by those of us who
are of Jewish origin. (Nor, for that mat-
ter, is it desirable to present an apology for
those who feel that every racial or reli-
gious group in this country has to empha-
size the fact that it has contributed its
share to the development of American
civilization.) But the starure of Jewish



achievement in the sciences is an appro-
priate index to the freedom of opportun-
ity Jews have realized in America.

McKeen CaTTerL Has said that
“Democracy does not consist in reducing
all to a common mediocrity, but in giving
opportunity to each in accordance with his
ability and fitness.” The United States
offers democracy. We Jews, who are by
nature individualists, and who, because of
our background, tend to be idealistic,
have been in an excellent position to bene-
fir from and to contribute to a land
which is naturally democraric in spirit.

If the Bible teaches us anything—if
the history of the Jewish people means
anything definite — it is that Judaism,
from the very beginning, was a protest
against nature worship, against star cults,
demon worship, animal worship, empire
worship, worship of force. It could thus
not help but embrace the scientific con-
cept. For one of the fundamental prin-
ciples in science is to combat hero
worship, a form of idolatry expressly
forbidden in the Ten Commandments.
It has often been said that 2 Jew is a
laborer first, and a prophet, psalmist, and,
one might add, a scientist, afterward.
With that type of background and that
attitude, it is no wonder that many Jews
in this country should devore themselves
to science, to the search for truth, the
search for facts that underlie the secrets
of narture.

And to succeed so well.

Some years ago, the biographical di-
rectory of the American Men of Science
introduced a system of starring for the
purpose of designating the leading scien-
tists. The plan was open to serious criri-
cism and, in time, was abandoned. How-
ever, while it lasted, it brought forth

Room A-203, 270 Park Avenue e

N September, 1654, 23 Jews landed on

Manhattan Islond. They were travelers
in search of freedom—Jews who had fled
from Portuguese conguest cf the Dutch
colonies in EBrazil. They became the first
group of Jewish seitlers in America.

The right to cilizenship which they estab-
lished, the right to worship as Jews. their
ideniification from the beginning with the
opportunilies and responsibilities of free-
dom in America, and the record through
three centuries of the Jews of America, will
be commemorated by an American Jewish
Tercentenary next year.

Jews who cume here—in 1654 and in
later years—had the same reasons for leav-
ing the Old World and settling in the New
as did others. A few were inspired by the
spirit of adventure. But most sought escape
from persecution, from poverty, from the
dreariness and desperations of their daily
life. They came with hope in their hearis.
with ideas in their heads, with muscles in
their arma. They became part of the great
American family.

The cuthor of this article, Dr. Selman
Waksman, is one of them. His words here
were first expressed al a plonning confer-
ence of the Tercentenary Commitiee.

In 1854 Jews will review the nature and
extent of their participation in the American
experience. The Tercentenary observance
—its theme is: Man's Opportunities and
Responsibiliies Under Freedom—will excite
a renewed recognition of ancient Jewish
contributions to the modern world.

—- 300 Years—

some rather interesting studies and led
to some rather pointed conclusions.

When the second edition appeared in
1950, it contained about 4,000 biographi-
cal sketches of scientists who had pub-
lished research work. These were divided
into four groups: (1) the leading 100
scientists; (2) the second and third hun-

For additional copies write to:

AMERICAN JEWISH TERCEN_TENARY COMMITTEE

dreds; (3) the remaining 700 of the first
1,000; (4) the 3,000 of lesser import.

A study of the racial and ethnic make-
up of these four groups produced this
result: Jewish scientists represented the
greatest percentage among the leading 100
scientific men in America,

While Jews make up less than a half
of one per cent of the world’s population,
they comprise about 10 per cent of all
Nobel prize winners. This is an impres-
sive number, especially since it involves
all the sciences for which such prizes are
given. Both European and American Jews,
native and foreign-born, are represented.
The largest number, incidentally, is found
in the field of physics. The first Amer-
ican Nobel prize winner, Albert Michel-
son, was a Jewish physicist,

Neep oNE DRAW any further conclu-

“sions? The facts speak eloquently. As

illustrated by their scientists, Jews have
made and are making their contributions
to world culture and to the improvement
of the life of man. This is most true in
this country, which offers unlimited op-
portunities for research as well as freedom
to select one’s career and to pursue one's
calling.

In celebrating the 300th anniversary of
the sertlement of the first Jewish colony
on these hospitable shores, we may point
with pride to those among us who fol-
lowed the early sertlers and who have con-
tributed toward making this country the
great culrural and scientific center that
it is today. Their example can leave its
imprint upon the rest of the world, a
lesson for all men who seek to live in
peace and contribute their abilities. So
long as the “ways of freedom” thatr I
found upon my arrival here more than
four decades ago, as contrasted to the
country and type of life from which I
escaped, prevail and flourish, so will our
nation itself.

New York 17, N. Y.
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First U.S. Arrival
Of Jews Celebrated

By George Cornell

NEW YORK, July 1 h—A
special gratitude, determina-
tion and pride today comes
from Americans of Jewish

{aith.

The gratitude is for the re-
wards of living in a free coun-
iry;. the pri
helped make it that way;. the
determination is to keep and
toughen the ideal.

In hundreds of cities, like
Boston, Savannah, Dayton, Dal-
las, Denver, San Francisco. ex-
tensive preparations are going
on to sound these sentiments
in a unique nationwide cele-
brafion to last nearly 300 days.
Its purpose is to observe the
300th anniversary of the first
Jewish settlement in this coun-|

=i

The occasion, said a tercen-
tenary committee of 300 Jewish
leaders, is “an important mile-
stone . . . a kind of spiritual
birthday party for the Jews of
America.”

Advance Activities

In advance of the formal t

opening September 12, there
has been a whirl of activity,
projeets and planning on the
central theme: “Man’s oppor-
tunities and responsibilities un-
der.: freedom.”

Various government officials
have issued special messages,

Rhode Island’s general as-
sembly adopted a resolution
hailing the occasion as al
“umque opportunity for Amer-
fcans to strengthen their un-
derstanding of the American
tradition of harmony among
all citizens.”

New York’s legislature set
up a special 25-member joint
committee on the cbservance.

Exhibits are being assembled
in many cities. Other exhibits
will tour the country.

Essay contests are being held
for students.

A Tresearch team is turning
out a 10-volume history of Jews
in America, under direction of
Dr. ‘Salo W. Baron, president
of the Americen Jewish Histori-
cal Society.

Local Histories Compiled

Special local histories are

being compiled in various|

places, including Kansas City,
Milwaukee, Hartford, Los An-
geles, Vineland, N. J.; North-
ampton, Mass.,, and Southern
Florida.

There have been tercentenary
lecture series or conferences
in many places—Pitisburgh,
Houston, Cleveland, Baltimore,
Cineinnati, Madison and She.
boygan, Wis.; among them.

A Jewish 'tourist guide had

been issued, indicating monu-
ments, buildings, statues, mu-
seums and other markers across
.the country commemorating
Jewish heroes and contribu-
tions.

Special committees have been
organized in cities from. coast
to coast.

Program plans Include con-
eerts, pageants, banquets, .semi-
nars, meetings and an array
of network and local radio and
television productions between
now and the end of the ohserv-
anﬁlm May, 1955

this is to celebrate in ef-
fect, the growth of a nation
and the part Jews have played
in it from the time 23 of them
trudged ashore from a French
barque in early-colonial New
York in 1654,

Since then, the Jewish citi-
zenry in America has grown to
five million, and members of
that faith have etched their
role in the nation's history, its
wars, its pioneering into the
West, it science, art and cul-

ure,

_“QOur story,” said Ralph E.
Samuel, national tercentenary
chairman, “is part of the story
of a people who came to a new
continent and created here a
new way of life . ..

“In giving voice to the mean-
ing of three centuries of con-
structive Jewlsh participation
in the building of our American
.democracy, we shall be show-
ing the strength and vitality
of the ideals which all Ameri-
cans hold in common.”
Praised by Other Faiths

Leaders of other major re-
ligious faiths have joined in
calling attention to the obsérv-
ance. T -

The Most Rev. Karl J. Alter,
archbishop of Cincinnati and
chairman of the National Cath-
olic Welfare Conference, said:

“It is altogether appropriate
that the event, so historic and
significant, be noted .not only
by the Jewish people, but by
the citizenry of 1.?1& country
generally.”

Methodist Bishop William C.
Marin, president of the 30-de-
nomination National Council of
Churches, said:’

“Nothing could be more ap-
propriate in the observance
‘than a careful inquiry into
man’s opportunity and respon-|
sibilities under freedom.

“All true Americans will de-
sire to cooperate in reinterpret-
ing and in strengthening the
moral and religious founda-
Eons of our cherished institu.|

ons.”

3 East 65
New York
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th Street
21, N. Y.




¢ )
AMERICAN 9eWiSI-(- Septenber 1954
"reP\ceNTer

3 EAST 65TH STREET NEW YORK 21. N. Y. LEHIGH 5-5450 i —

Radio and Television Programs Set Up for the
_American Jewish Tercentenar

- SPECIAL SEPTEMBER 12TH PROGRAMS

(=

A NIGHT AT "VAILIEY FCRGE" -~ By Morton Wishengrad. A
story emphasizing the participation of American Jewish
goldiers in Valley Forge, Columbia Broadcasting Sya-
tem Telewigion Network, 10 to 10:30 a.m. Eastern time,

=
o
5]

YRENDEVOUS WITH LIBERTY," By Merc Siegel., Story about
the arrival of the Jews in New Amsterdam in 1654,
Speaker: Ralph B, Samuel. NBC Redio Network 12:30 to
1 p.m, Eastern Time,

Tercentenary Reconsecration Sérv:lc:e at Gongregétion
Shearith Israel, New York., Americen Broadcasting
Company Radio letwork, 4:30 to 5 p.m. Eastern time.

TELEVISION

A FRECIOUS HERITAGE: * a geries of dramatic shows over the Columbia

Broadcasting System Television Network on four

guccessive Sundays in September, from 10 to

10:30 a.m, Eastern time, presented under the

auspices of the American Jewlsh Tercentenary B
Committee, ' _ .

September 5 = "A RHODE ISIAND REFUGE" - By Morton Wishengrad.
A story about the Newport Synagogue at the time
of the American Revolutionary War, highlighting
the famous George Washington letter to this
Congregation,

“"MAN'S OPPORTUNITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER FREEDOM”



'TREEVISION (Continued)

September 12 -

Se-pteniber 19 =

September 26 -

A NIGHT AT "VALIEY FORGE" - By Morton Wishengrad.
A story emphasizing the participation of American
Jewish soldiers in Valley Farge. -

"TEST CASE" - By Morton Wishengrad.
A contemporary account of the American Iabor move-
ment, This telecast will be presented under the

. Joint auspices of the American Jewish Tercentenary,

the Jewish labor Committee and the Workments Cirecle.

“THE COMING CF ASHER IEVY" - By Morton Wishengrad.
Dramatization centered around the arrival of the

first group of 23 Jewish sattlers in America, in

MID-DAY GHAPEL:

September 3 =
September 10 =

Septemter 17 =

September 24 -

FRONTIERS OF FATTH:

Novemter 7 =
Novemter 14 -
November 21 =

November 28 -

1654: This program will ue presented under ths
Joint auspices of the Amsrican Jewish Tercentenary
and of Congregaticn Shearith Tsrael, New York.

A series of interview programs conducted by a rabbi

under the auspices of the American Jewish Cumniticse
and tite New York Board of Ratbis, over the Duponk

e 5, S it S

"THE THEIE (F THE TERGEN'EENARY," Gueat.. Ralph E,
Samuel

“GOR‘IR]BIH’TDNS TO AMERICAN DEMOGRATIG THOUGIEE n
Guest to be selected.

"CONTRIBUTIONS COF AMERICAN JEWISH WOMEN TO AMERICA "
Guest: Mrs. Irving M, Engel, President, National
Council of Jewish Women,

"THE BIBIE IN AMERICAN DEMOCRACY," Guest to be
selected,

A special series of telecasts on four successive
Sundays in November, 1:30 to 2 p.m., Eastern time,
‘over the NEC Telesvision I IIetwork presented under
the auﬂpicea of the Jewish The Theological Seminary
and dedicated to the Tercentenary celebration,

No title as yet., Subject: Emma Lazarus,

No title as yet. Subject: Commodore Uriah Levy.
Title and subject to be selected.

A TV Ballad-~format program based upon "BIBLICAL
NAMES IN AMERICA," by Lottie and Moshe Davis



TELEVISION (Continued)

NEW YORK TIMES YOUTH FORUM TV SERIES: Dumont Televisien Network, Sundays,
12-1 p.m,, Eastern time.
Four programs throughout the year will be devoted
to the Tercentenary, The first of these is sched-
uled for: - -

October 10 « Discussion on the Tercentenary theme by a panel of
high school students, Dorothy Gordon acting as
noderator, and a guest to be selected.

LOOK UP AND LIVE SERIES = Religious TV programs for teen-agers over the
CBS Television Network on Sundays, 10:30-1l1 a.m.,
Eastern time.
Fowr programs in February 1955 will be presented
under the auspices of the American Jewish Tercen-
tenary., The subject-matter and parbicipanta are
yet to be selected,

RADIO

ETERNAL LIGHT RADTO SERIES - Auspices, Jewish Theological Seminary of
Anerica, OSpecial series dedicated to the Tercen=
tenary, NBC Radio Neiwork, Sundays: 12:30-1 p.m.,
Eastern time., Format: Dramatic programs,

September 12 - YRENDEVOUS WITH LISERTY," By Marc Siegel.
Stery about the arrival of the Jews in New Amsterdam
in 1654, Speaker: Ralph E, Samuel.

September 19 - "VALIEY FORGE," By Morton Wishengrad,
Story about the American Revolutionary War and the
participation of American Jewish soldiers at Valley
Forge, Speaker: David Bernstein.

September 26 - YAS A WIND BLOWS," By Mcrton Wishengrad.
Story taken from Congregation Shearith Israells
histary, about the heroiesm of one of its members,
Walter Judah, Setting: New York City at the close
of the eighteenth century.

October 3 - "THE SELIED TUNNEL," By .Irve Tunick,
Story about the Touro Synagogue in Newport, R, I.,
and an incident related to George Waghingtontls
femous letter to this Congregation,

October 10 = "JACOB AND THE INDIANS," By Morton Wishengrad.
Dramatization based upon Stephen Vincent Benet's
story, Subject: Early fmerican pioneer life. =
Speaker- William Rosenwald, :

October 17 - "THE PUGI\!RCIOUS COMMODORE," By Morton Wishengrad.
Stary a‘nout Commodore Uriah Levy. Speaker: Jacob
Blaustein, ° "



RADIO (Continued)

October 24 - YEMMA IAZARUS, ", By Morton Wishengrad,
A steory about en American poetess and how she came
to write the famous poem engraved on the pedestal
of the Statue of Liberty. Speaker: Irving Kane,

October 31 "= BMARK OF OAIN,“ By Morton Wishengrad, -
Story about Sophie Irene Loebl's fight for legisla-
tion that would benefit widows and orphans,
Speaker: Mrs, Irving M. Engel,

November 7 - WTHE COW THAT COUGHED," By Morton Wishengrad. ;
' A story about Nathan Straus and his contribution to
& higher health standard for infants tirough pasteur-
dzetion of milk, Speaker: Albert M, Greenfield.

November 1/ - WEDUCATION CF A IABCR IEADER " By Morton Wishengrad,
' Story about Samuel Gompers, first president of the
American Federation of Labor, Speaker: Jacob S,
Potofsky, ,

November 21 - & special Thanksgiving progrem. Script by Marc
Siegel. _

November 28 = "THE LIE," By Morton Wlshengrad
Dramatizatlon based on stary by Mary Antin about
the school experiences of an immigrant child,

December 5 - VAN AMFRICAN BALLAD," By Irve Tunick.
Story in ballad farm with musical background about
Rabbi Henry Cchen of Houston, Texas,

SPECIAL EVENT PROGRAM:

Saturday, October 16 = Tape-recorded broadcast of the previous New York
Times Youth Forum Television program of October 10,
WOXR Regional radio netwerk, 10:15-11 a.m., Eastern
time, Guest speaker and Dorothy Gerdon as moderatar,
with a panel of high-school students discussing the
Tercentenary theme.



LECTURES - LECTURE RECITALS = CONCERTS

: J E W I S H CE N T E R DRAMATIC RECITALS - DANCE RECITALS
LECTURE BURE Au YIDDISH PROGRAMS -~ INSTITUTES - JUNIOR PROGRAMS

of the NATIONAL JEWISH WELFARE BOARD COOPERATIVE. RELATIGHSHIPS WITH AL OTHER, FOXOM AGDicIEs
145 E. 32np St,, NEw York 16, N. Y. LEx. 2-4940-50 '

Cable Address: jeweLso New York
SamueL D. Feeeman, Director

"THREE HUNDRED YEARS OF AMERICAN JUﬁAIS‘H"

A:s a special attraction for this Tercentenary Year, your attention is
called to a symposium titled "300 Years of American Judaism" .awailable through
the Lecture Bureau. |

The participants; GetRabbl David Max Eichhorn (Reform), Rabbi Emanuel
Rackman (Orthodox), and Rabbi Edward T. Sandrow (Conservative). These rabbis
are well-known to the constituency of the Lecture Bureau. During the past six
years, they have appeared under .bm-r auspices in more ‘tha.n 75 communities in the
United Sta_f.es and Canada in presentations of their symposia entitled "Tomorrow's
Judaisn" and "Orthodoxy, Conservatism, and Reform." Their informal yet scholarly
and objective approach to these themes has won the repeated acclaim of the
audiences before whom they have spoken.

In their discussion of "300 Y_ears of American Judaism," the rabbis will
trace the evolution of Judé.ism in America as it has developed through the
Sephardic, German, and East European migrations and, on the basis of discernible
trends, they will endeavor to point out some of the possib.le pa'tterris of religious
thought and action whic-h may emerge in the years that lie ahead.

This special Tercentenary symposium is available for the current lecture-

season only,

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
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AMERICAN JEWISH TERCENTENARY
270 Park Avenue, New York 17, N. Y.

LOCAL TERCENTENARY COMMITTEES

September 1954 will mark the 300th anniversary of the landing of 23
Jews on Manhattan Island, the first group of Jewish settlers in what is now
the United States of America. These settlers brought with them a heritage
which in the 300 years that followed has made an abiding contribution to the
American pattern of life.

The celebration of the American Jewish Tercentenary will emphasize
the participation of Jews and Judaism in American life, and the opportunities
and responsibilities which America opened up for Jews and for all Americans.
And the theme of the observance, ""Man's Opportunities and Responsibilities
Under Freedom," provides an opportunity to strengthen the cause of liberty, to
review our fruitful past in America, and to explore the new and exciting mean-
ings of the free society ini our own time.

The Tercentenary will run from September 12th, 1954, through May,; 1955.

The Tercentenary Committee

The American Jewish Tercentenary Commiitee is composed of 300 prom-
inent American Jews from all parts of the country, The Committee seeks to
work with all who wish to take part in the observance. It will initiate national
events, activities, programs, and materials for the anniversary. It is working
with national and local organizations, both Jewish and non-Jewish, with a view
to relating their programs in 1954-55 to Tercentenary themes. It aims to
assist such organizations in their plans and to make sure that these organiza-
tions will have a full share in the observance. The budget for the national
observance has been fixed at $600,000. The Committee will be dissolved on’
June 30th, 1955, after the conclusion of the observance.

It is urgent that every city and town in America form local committees
for the Tercentenary. These committees should plan local programs, activi-
ties and observances. The national Tercentenary Committee will provide
counsel, information and materials. Budget and financing of local committees
should be borne by the communities.

Plans for the National Celebration

Present plans call for launching the Tercentenary on Sunday evening,
September 12th, 1954, with a large public Dinner at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria
in New York. The Dinner will be preceded by a Reconsecration Service at
Congregation Shearith Israel, founded in 1654. The observance will be brought
to a close with an outdoor religious service in Washington, D.C.,in May 1955.
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Between these two dates, there will be concerts, lectures, seminars,
pageants, exhibits and meéetings of all kinds. All media -- press, radio, tele-
vision, motion pictures, magazines -- will publicize the various facets of
Jewish participation in American life through three centuries.

The Tercentenary Committee on Research and Publications plans to
produce a ten-volume documentary history of the Jews in America, an index
to American Jewish periodicals, a bibliography of American Jewish history,
and a series of monographs on various phases of American Jewish history.

A Tercentenary Sabbath will be set-aside, on November 27th, 1954, for
special services and ceremonies in synagogues throughout the country. Na-
tional organizations are participating actively in planning the observance.

Organizing Local Committees

There is no single set of standard procedures for organizing local
committees. But some suggestions may be helpful in making sure that these
committees are both representative and effective. '

Organization: Preliminary organization might be initiated by an estab-
lished organization in the community which is as representative of all Jewish
elements as possible. (Jewish Community Council, Jewish Welfare Fund,
Jewish Center, etc.) '

If there is no overall representative body in your community to initiate
organization, begin with a small representative group of leaders of important
organizations, institutions and agencies.

Such a group should call an informal planning session, to be followed by
an organizing meeting, representative of all organizations and viewpoints in
the Jewish community.

Formally establish the local Tercentenary Committee. Announce this
event publicly. (If you need a draft press release, send all relevant informa-
tion -- names, officers, etc. -- to the national committee and a special draft
will be prepared for you.) Advise the national Tercentenary Committee of all
developments. Elect officers, an executive committee and designate subcom-
mittees on organization and membership, budget and finances, program,
publicity and public relations, special events, etc.

Call periodic meetings of the subcommittees to begin making plans for
the local Tercentenary observance.

Composition: The local Tercentenary Committee should include key
individuals who, because of their organizational affiliations, influence or
special skills, can be of direct assistance to the local Tercentenary observ-
ance. Wherever possible, make certain to include the key leaders of local
groups as well as members of the national Tercentenary Committee.

Functions of the Local Committee:

1. To determine budget and raise necessary funds; to reach agreement
on desirable major, overall celebrations and events; to encourage and stimulate
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additional activities and observances by individual organizations and by non-
Jews; to create a calendar and clearing house of local Tercentenary activities
in order to avoid conflicting events on the same dates.

2. To secure, produce, publish and issue bulletins, materials, publica-
tions and resource lists; to issue press releases and to facilitate wherever
possible the availability of newspaper publicity, radio and television time for
individual organizations.

3. To act as the responsible spokesman locally on Tercentenary matters
and activities,

4. To assemble resources and secure specialists to help produce pub-
lications, public meetings, musical and dramatic events, local radio and
television programs, exhibits, etc.

5. To make sure the local Tercentenary program includes religious,
civic, labor, commercial, educational, recreational, cultural (artistic -
musical - dramatic), fraternal, interfaith, community and public activities.

6. To provide the mechanism and personnel for local and regional his-
torical research.

7. To provide liaison and to serve as a clearing house for all local
organizations on Tercentenary problems.

8. To relate the local Committee to the national Committee and to ex-
change information and materials with the national Tercentenary Committee.
National Services to Local Committees

Local Tercentenary Committees may call upon the national Committee
for advice pertaining to organizational matters as well as for assistance in

the preparation of local Tercentenary programs.

The national Committee hopes to make available to local Tercentenary
Committees the following materials:

1. Pamphlets and other printed materials.

2. Form letters for Tercentenary meetings, which can be adapted
for local use,.

3. Speakers' Manual and Speakers' Directory.

4, Suggestions for special events. |

5. National Tercentenary events and suggestions for local tie-ins.
6. Special program suggestions for synagogue and center.

7. Program guides for children.

8. Program listings for radio and TV shows with suggestions for
local tie-ins.
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11.
12.

13.

14,

15,

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

ol

Open-end recordings of special features for local radio use.
Ter’centenai'y commemorative medals. |
Reproductions of the Tercentenalry symbol.

The Monthly Newsletter, '"300."

Historical background material on various phases of American .
Jewish history.

Outline for local newspaper and magazine features,.

Mats and pictures for use in illustrating newspaper feature stories
and magazine articles.

Offprints of various types of articles that may be published from -
time to time.

Reproductions of historical materials -- i.,e., letters, documents,
etc. -- that may be used in local exhibits, as well as lists of
museum and library exhibits on American Jewish history.

Biblibg’raphies of books and reading resources on American Jewish
history for children and adults,

Recommended lists of films, filmstrips, recordings, music, and
other audio-visual matenals that may be used during the Tercen-

tenary.

Suggested scripts for dramatic productions, pageantis, musical
productions, etc, pee

Travelling exhibits.

For more information and materials write to the American Jewish
Tercentenary, 270 Park Avenue, New York 17, New York. (Telephone:
MU 8-1654).

August 1953
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AMERICAN JEWISH TERCENTENARY PROGRAMS
- FOR YOUTH GROUPS:; '
THEME AND PROGRAM EMPHASIS*

An anniversary is an opportunity for both rejoicing and stock taking. To youth
groups and young adults, the Tercentenary offers a fruitful opportunity for
both an appraisal of the opportunities for Jewish self-fulfillment in the setting
of American freedom and an accounting of what American Jews have done with
their freedom,

Youth groups will of course share with the entire community a sense of pride
in the growth and stature of the American Jewish community, in the role Jews
have played in the development of this country and in their contributions to
American life,

Above all, Tercentenary programs can help youth groups to deepen their under-
standing of Jewish life in America and their awareness of their own opportuni-
ties and responsibilities under freedom, '

PLANNING

Existing community-wide local youth agencies will usually be the most logical
and suitable instrument for planning of Tercentenary programs for young
people., Local Tercéntenary committees should invite existing local Youth and
Young Adult Councils, along with other appropriate groups and individuals, to
form Youth Committees for the Tercentenary, which would serve as coordinat-
ing agencies for Tercentenary youth programs,

The Tercentenary Youth Committee's major function would be to stimulate and
coordinate the observance of the Tercentenary by the various youth groups, to

involve them in appropriate community~wide activities, and to provide a clear-
ing house for program ideas and projects. While local branches of national

-

#*This article is a section of the forthcoming Tercentenary Community Manual,
It is based on suggestions submitted by Dr. Alfred Jospe, Director, Program
and Resources, B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundations; Miss Miriam Ephraim,
Director, Program Division, Jewish Center Division, National Jewish Welfare
Board, and Julius Schatz, Program Director, American Jewish Congress,
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organiza'tions will receive program guidance from their national headquarters,
local cooperation through the Tercentenary Youth Committee will insure maxi-
mum effectiveness through the pooling of program ideas and resources.

The Youth Council or Committee may want to set up special committees to
take charge of various programs and projects. The best procedure is to have
such a committee emerge as needed and to discontinue it when its job is done,

It is desirable to provide wide opportunities for intimate cooperation between
the local Tercentenary committees and all local agencies working in the youth
field,

PROGRAM

TERCENTENARY WORSHIP SERVICES: Some youth agencies which conduct
religious services for their members will want to devote one or more of their
Sabbath services or a special service to the Tercentenary. The service can
either follow the pattern suggested by the Synagégue Council of America or
can be developed locally. It can, for instance, incorporate special readings
(i.e. on the theme "Freedom and Responsibility'), special prayers (composed
by rabbis or members), and a sermon (or lecture after the service) on a
theme connected with the Tercentenary.

It is urged that such a special service be planned particularly for the
Tercentenary Sabbath, November 27, 1954, Where services cannot be conducted,
an Oneg Shabbat can be devoted to the Tercentenary theme., In some communi-
ties, it might also be possible to sponsor a community-wide Tercentenary Youth
Sabbath, preferably on the nationwide Tercentenary Sabbath or, if that is not
feasible, on another Sabbath in 1954,

TERCENTENARY FORUM or LECTURE SERIES or WORKSHOPS:. Experience
has shown that important themes can be explored more fruitfully in an inte-
grated forum or lecture series than in single lectures. The organizing of such
a lecture series, wherever possible, is highly recommended. It can be
planned on a variety of themes, such as:

THREE CENTURIES OF AMERICAN JEWRY
AMERICAN FREEDOM AND JEWISH IDENTITY

THE AMERICAN JEW: A COMPOSITE PORTRAIT
OUR TWIN HERITAGE: JUDAISM AND AMERICANISM
THE AMERICAN JEW LOOKS UPON HIMSELF

FAITH AND FREEDOM

The following suggested outlines may illustrate the approach:

I. THE AMERICAN JEW LOOKS UPON HIMSELF

1. Who are we?: WHhat are we‘? Is there an Amencan Jew?
2, Where do we come from?
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3. How are we organized? Do we have a Jewish community ?

4, What are our problems?

5. What are our aspirations?

6. What is our relationship to world Jewry?

7. What is our relationship to Israel?

8, Jews and American democracy - freedom and re5pon51b111ty for what?
9., What of the future?

hY

I, THREE CENTURIES OF AMERICAN JEWRY

-

First steps in the New World, \
Patriots and principles. :

The growth of American Judaism,

The Jew in American society.

The challenge of democracy to Judaism,
o The challenge of Judaism to democracy.

(=l LI~ PN WS
o

III. FAITH AND FREEDOM

. Our origins and antecedents.

Our stake in American democracy.

You and your Jewish neighbor,

« You and your Christian neighbor,

o« Charting the future of the American Jew,

U'lih}.ul\.lm

These suggestions merely illustrate possible approaches, Additional outline-s,
bibliographies and planning suggestions will be made available by most
national youth agencies and by the national Tercentenary committee,

Virtually every theme will provide opportunity for discussion of the role of
Jewish youth in American Jewish life, It is, of course, also important to
secure the cooperation of competent persons for such presentations, such as
local rabbis, community leaders, faculty members from local colleges, etc.
At universities, it will often be possible to secure the cooperation of faculty
groups (l'nstory and social science departments), hlstory and social science
clubs, and similar groups.

STUDY AND DISCUSSION GROUPS will add depth to the Tercentenary
observance by youth groups. They can either be formal classes and courses
conducted by an adult, or informal study and discussion groups that will in-
volve a large degree of student participation, Themes and resources for such
activities may parallel the subjects mentioned for lecture series,

Another approach would involve presentation of an informal lecture or dis-
cussion series dealing with significant books reflecting American Jewish life,
A special book review series of this kind can be an exciting introduction to
American Jewish life through its literature. (A reading list for this purpose
may be obtained without charge from the American Jewish Tercentenary,

3 East 65th Street, New York 2L, N Y )
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EXHIBITS are another' attractive medium for presenting the story of American
Jewish life in community centers, meeting halls, B'nai B'rith Hillel Founda-
tions, etc. College and community libraries and museums can also be asked
to sponsor special exhibits, and the Tercentenary theme can be suggested to
them for this purpose.

Some exhibits may draw on materials made available by national agencies.

(A list of sources for such exhibits will be found in the pamphlet, "Program
Materials,'" available without charge from the American Jewish Tercentenary,
3 East 65th Street, New York 21, N, Y.) Others can be prepared locally to
reflect the history of the local Jewish community, with special emphasis on
Jewish youth activities, the national Jewish youth organizations and their role
in American Jewish life. Youth groups should be invited to cooperate with

the overall local Tercentenary Committee in the preparation of local exhibits.

An exhibit for the entire Tercentenary period from September 1954 through
May 1955, or several successive exhibits dan be arranged on a variety of
themes such as:

Significant Jewish literature published in the United States
during three centuries.

A graphic history of the American Jewish community.

The American Jewish community and its institutions.

Leading Jewish personalities in pictures and documents.

The religious life of the American Jew (exhibit of various
prayer-books representing the diverse religious convictions

of American Jews, graphic presentations of national religious
bodies, rabbinical seminaries, works of individual rabbis,
printed sermons, major synagogues and synagogue architecture,
rel;glous educational facilities and programs for youth groups,
etc

Jewish education (resources, techniques, types of schools, -
goals, literature, etc).

FILMS - DRAMATICS - RADIO, Youth groups will usually respond warmly
to audio-visual programs (wherever possible with correlated discussion
activities), Films can be shown either as separate programs in the schedule
of Tercentenary events or as part of a course or study group project.

Youth groups to which radio time on local or college stations is or can be
made available, will want to present radio dramatizations of the Tercentenary,
dramatic readings, or a cantata or choral piece featuring the Tercentenary,
Programs of this kind are excellent projects for the music, radio, or
dramatic workshops of a youth group. (Available materials for this purpose
are listed in the pamphlet, "Program Materials," which may be obtained
without charge from the American Jewish Tercentenary, 3 East 65th Street,
New York 21, N, Y,)

Radio or TV time could also be sought for a panel discussion in which either
a Jewish youth panel could discuss the problems and concerns of young Jews
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and their relations to the Jewish and gen'eral community, or a mixed Jewish
and non-Jewish panel might deal with the problems.of youth today, placing
~emphasis on "how we work together as Americans,"

OTHER PROGRAM IDEAS: Jewish youth and young adult agencies which
hold national, regional or local conventions or conferences should plan their
1954 and 1955 programs around the Tercentenary theme and should develop
suggestions for Tercentenary activities on the local level.

Trips to places of Jewish interest can be organized during the Tercentenary
year, (A useful publication in this area is '"A Jewish Tourists' Guide to the
United States,'" an illustrated book of 1,000 pages by Bernard Postal and
Lionel Koppman with a foreword by Dr, Jacob R. Marcus, which will be
published in June, 1954 by the Jewish Publication Society. Price: $5.00.)

Members of youth groups may want to explore the possibility of setting up,
through individual or group contributions or from the proceeds of special
fund-raising events, an American Judaica library in local and college
libraries, geared to the needs of Jewish students and young adults but also
as a helpful source of information on Judaism for the general public,

Consideration can also be given to preparation of a special Tercentenary
publication, sponsored locally, in which all Jewish youth groups would
record the history of their development and which would contain original
and creative writings by young people on themes connected with the
Tercentenary.

Youth groups may wish to organize a costume ball for the Te}centenary,
with prizes for the most imaginative costumes based on the early life of
Jewish settlers in America.

Local Tercentenary committees could seek to establish a special
Leadership Training Scholarship to be known as the Tercentenary
Scholarship Fund, which would enable a young person to pursue training
for a career in the field of Jewish communal service or of American
Jewish history.



TERCENTENARY LEADERS VISIT PRESIDENT EISENHOWER
Partial Press Coverage

INVITE IKE TO JEWISH TERCENTENARY

PRESIDENT DWIGHT J. EISENHOWER receives a silver medal, struck 50

years ago, from Ralph E. Samuel of New York, chairman of the Ameri-
can Jewish Tercentenary Committee. The President was iLavited to a
dinner to ke held in New York on Sept. 12 to mark the 300th anniver-
sary of Jewish participation in American life. New York Supreme
‘Court Justice Edgar J. Nathan Jr., member of the delegation attend-
ing the White House ceremony, is a descendant of one of the first 23
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Jews to Fete \
3200th Year
In America \ﬂ

WASHINGTON, Marc_h 8 (AP).
A delegation of American ng:;
ish leaders today had invite
- president Fisenhower to a dinner:
'to be held in New York in Septem= l

the 300th anniversary |

per to mark h an !
of Jewish participation in Ameri=

nan life.

" The delegation which called at‘
the White House was headed by
Ralph E. gamuel, chairman of the
American  Jewlsh Tercenfenary
Committee. He told newsmen t.l;e
President hopes to be able nc:
attend but sould make !r:o did
Aite commitment this far in ad=-

m'lll'(;!ee. delegation gave Bisenhower

a silver medal struck 50 years ago0

aslon of the 250th an-,

‘on the occ .
?:iversnry of Jewish settlement in

' the United States,

New York J ournal-American

DAILY NEWS, SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 1954 #wirk

President Is Invited to
Jewish Tercentenary |

From THE NEWS Burean
Washington, D. C., March 5.—President Eisenhower was
invited today by a delegation of the American Jewish Tercen-

tenary to attend the opening

Sept. 12 of the observance in

New York of the first Jewish settlement in America.

Ralph E. Samuel, of New York, @

chairman of the Tercentenary, pre-
sented to the president a silver
medal struck 50 years ago on the
250th -nniversary,

New York Supreme Court Jus-
‘tice Edger J. Nathan Jr, was
among the sroup. H is a descen-
dant of one of the first 23 -Jews
who settled in Manhattan, Abra-
ham de Lucena. He is a member of
Congregation Shearith Israel, the
firat synagogue founded in this
country now located at T0th Street
and Central Park West.

. Other New Yorkerg_ip B

———

s

gation were Dr. Samuel Belkin,
president of Yeshiva University;
David Bernstein, executive director
of the Tercentenary; Mrs. Irving
M. Engel, president of the National
Council of Jewish Women; Adolph
Held, chairman of the Jewish La-
bor éommittee; Horace M. Kallen,
Rabbi Simon C. Kramer, Edgar J.
Nathan III; Rabbi David De So.
Pool of Congregation Shearith
Israel; Harcold Riegelman, Mrs.
Samuel, Joseph Willen and Charles

S. Zimmermﬁn, a vice president of

TIMES-HERALD—WASHINGTON, D. €.—
y SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 1954

A Big Medal for Ike

President Eisenhower shows the size of the last medal he got _.
as he talks with Ralph E. Samuel, chairman of the American’
Jewish Tercentenary, who gave him a larger medal at the White
House Friday. The medal Samuel holds is a silver mementn
struck 50 years ago on the 250th anniversary of the Jewish’ settle-!
ment in the United States. :

sen
t.op‘:'?th a silver
st BLT

- -

JEWISH GROUP
- MEETING HERE

1300th Anniversary Of
Landing in U.S.

American Jewish leaders
| headed by Ralph E. Samuel, na-
tional chairman of the American
Jewish Tercentary program, pre-
sented President Eisenhower a
commemorative medal Friday at
the White House.

The group met earlier at the
Hay-Adams hotel to review plans
for the forthcoming 300th anni-| .
versary of the first Jewish settle- |
{ ment in America. |
i The silver medal was one struck :
ioff 50 years ago on the occasion
of the 250th anniversary of the
arrival in Nieuw Amsterdam of
the small congregation of Jews.
The presentation was made by
chairman Samuel who described
it as a “symbol of the continuing
freedom enjoyed in the United
States." ;

Morninz Meefing

The morning mneeting heard re-
ports from Samuel; Joseph Wil- -
len, chairman of the Tercentary
dinner committee; and David

i

the

a
t Pre sidl".‘.ﬂ;?‘ a
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THE NEW YORK TIMES.
PRESIDENT GEIS MEDAL

| Jewish Leaﬂers invite Him to
Dinner Here in September
Al dopiles s

WASHINGTON, March b (@)
A delegation of American Jewish
invited President
wisenhower to & dinner to be held
in New vork in September toq
mark the 300th anniversary of

Jewish partic!pation in American
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rican Jewish Tercentenaly
é;“nﬁmittee. He said the Presi-.
dent hoped to be able to s_.ttend,
but could make no definite com-.
mitment this far in advance,

The delegation gave President
Eisenhower & silver medal struck
fifty yeays 8go oit the occasion of
‘the 250th anniversary of Jewish
'gettlement in the United States.
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TIMES-HERALD
Washington, D.C.
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Samuel told the group that 126
tercentenary committees already !
have been set up in as many |
cities and towns, planning. ob-
servance of the anniversary be-
tween Sept. 23 and May of 1954, |
The tercentenary celebration |
will conclude with a pageant at:
the Carter Barron amphitheater |
May 29, 1854, !
“Our country,” Samuels told |
the meeting at the Hay-Adams,,
“is a free country because in itj
there is room for the restless and
fruitful interplay of different
opinions, of different ways of

51'0 doing]things. In 1954, it is not
- 1955. s ohih possible to say that we are com-
zg'rhem e eigh pletely tolerant of unpopular

opinions, But we are s0 more
often than we ourselves believe.
nad that is our real strength.”

Full Opportunily

“For under freedom, we must
always offer full opportunity to
free expression of honest, un
regimented thought, and we
must recognize that this carries
with it the responsibility to ac-
cept and absorb whatever s
worthwhile and to rveject the
cheap, the shoddy and the false.
“I think this is one of the
most important things we  wiil
be trying to say in this celebra.

e O >
phration will be ]

p o?tl:niﬁes and r1‘?5:..51:»:11'151_
pilities under Freedom.

tion of: the American Jewish
3 East 65th Street, Tercentenary and I earnestly
New York 21, N.Y. hope It will become part of the

pattern of our thinking for many
| | vears to- come.”
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A group of Jewish leaders called on President ElsenhgwgrPElel:s lPr:l\?itza ;

him to attend a dinner In New York on Sept. 12 markin he.
300th_anniversary of the arrival of the first Jewish settlers in Anfer:ca.
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In 1954 we celebrate the 300th anniversary of Jewish
settlement in the United States. This is an occasion when we
should seek to understand ourselves as American Jews, to
evaluate our achievements and failures, to fathom our place in
the larger orbit of America as a whole, and to give wisedirec-
tion to future efforts for self-fulfillment and human welfare.
To do these things we must probe deeply into our past experi- -
ence on the American scene. We must dig into the soil in
which our roots have been struck, into the life of our com-
munity organizations, our congregations, our local institutions.
This story =-- the story of Jewish communities throughout
America -- must be put together and told, if we are to fulfill
ourselves as Jews and as Americans.

A fundamental Tercentenary responsibility of every Jew-
ish community, therefore, is support for research and publica~
tion of local historical materials. This will enable Jews to
understand the influences which shaped their own community,
and to assess their current problems and future obligations
realistically. Together with similar data from hundreds of
other communities, it will also provide historians with source
material for an authentic portrait of the American Jewish ex-
perience, as part of world Jewish history and of the story of
America.

For this we need research in depth, expressed in serious
studies of the experiences of American Jews and of their in-
stitutions. We need the kind of research that will help us to
evaluate the influence of Judaism and Jews upon America, the
influence of America upon Judaism and Jews, and the nature of
the new American Jewish ethos which is emerging out of this
300-year epic.



Here are some of the questions which need to be an-
swered, and they are only examples: What drew the first Jews
to your locality? How were they received? Why did they
create congregations and institutions? What training and ideals
did the early leaders (and their successors) bring to their
tasks? We know that our congregations, organizations and
institutions have changed with the years; what influences (local
conditions, national policies, strength of leadership, popular
pressure) were responsible for the changes? Has it always
been men of wealth who have conducted the business of com-
munal institutions, and been recognized as ''the representative
Jews'"? What groups have been concerned with Jewish educa-
tion, religious or secular, and why? What have been the
changes (if any) in the attitude of the Christian churches, the
general community, civic leaders and politicians toward Jews
in your town? What influences, social, intellectual, economic,
shaped the religious developments within the community? What
permanent contribution have Jews, individually and organiza-
tionally, made to the communal welfare? Can you trace the
economic history of the Jewish population through residential
areas, occupations and professions, organizational affiliation,
demographic surveys? In what ways (if any), past and present,
have Jews lacked complete freedom? Is there any organized
anti-Jewish feeling? What has been the effect of Zionism on
local Jewish communal growth and activity? Is there conflict
between Jewish charitable activityand Jewish cultural growth?
What place has Jewish scholarship in your community ?

To obtain authentic answers to these and many other
questions, without guesswork, requires a well organized and
supported Community History Project.

Where can you begin?

With your local Tercentenary committee, with your Jew-
ish Community Council, with a specially created committee
representative of all organized elements within the community,
with any group which has enough stability, interest and re-
sources to assure such a project the support it merits.

Once the sponsoring body has undertaken the responsi-
bility, it must solve four problems: c z

First, personnel: researchers and writers. A typical
community of 3,000 to 12,000 Jewish inhabitants would require
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one competent person, working part-time, to perform the task.
Larger communities would require full-time workers.

Who are f{itting candidates? Rabbis with sufficient time
and the necessary academic interest; history or social science
teachers with research training; Jewish educators; -laymen
with a flair for serious historical research. Such persons can
surely underiake the task, given clerical assistance and per-
haps paid professional assistance for research in distant
libraries and repositories of information. Or a committee of
volunteers might divide responsibilities for research and
writing, although a chairman must coordinate and supervise
the project. If the sponsoring agency can afford to pay a full-
time professional historian to do both research and writing,
this may be preferable.

Second, the scope of the project: There will probably be
those who wish to fragmentize the project, thinking in terms of
the history of one among many congregations, or one among
many lodges or institutions. Such histories are often desir-
able, but they are more useful and comprehensible if they are
part of the wider history of the community.

If at the beginning it is impossible to assure completion
of the entire task, it is better to begin with a fragment than to
abandon the entire field. But let it be a complete fragment,
such as a study of the first twenty-five or fifty years in the
history of the community, or the experiences of the community
during a specific period in American history (Civil War, World
War 1), or the period which saw the transformation of the com-
munity by the arrival of the Eastern European immigrants of
1880-1925, or the relations between Christians and Jews dur-
ing a specific period (perhaps the time of the Ku Klux Klan),
or a thorough examination of the realities and myths of "the
Jewishvote' in the area, or the acceptance of Jews intoleader-
ship of the general community, or the history of movements
within Jewishlife and their influence on the community's struc-
ture and interests, or the history of local philanthropic insti-
tutions, or the relationship of the local Jewish community to
national Jewish organizations and trends.

An essay on a narrow theme can prepare sponsors and
researchers for the larger task. It can help to introduce them
to the variety of available source material, can clarify specific
questions -- can certainly offer authentic, reliable data on at
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least one area of local Jewish history not heretofore explored.
But, if it is possible, the best method is to undertake the more
significant task of surveying the entire field. Tell the whole
story!

Third, the sources:

a) Congregational and organizational files. If the com-

munity has been blessed with careful secretarial officers who
have filed everyletter and scrap of paper and have safeguarded
every minute book, you will be grateful. These will be primary
sources, particularly for the earlier period when secretaries
did not attempt to disguise controversy and acrimony, or to
bury disagreement in meaningless words. On the other hand,
the absence of minute books is not an insuperable obstacle.
Older members of the community, if interviewed carefully
and if their recollections are weighed judiciously, can often
provide data and insights which even the most loyal secretary
would not or could not have inserted into minute books.

b) Local general sources. Newspapers, county and city
histories, city directories and similar local material, together
with whatever manuscript collections are preserved in local
historical societies, if explored carefully (and how many hun-
dreds of hours this requires!), invariably provide a mountain
of material. Particularly in the earlier days of Jewish settle-
ment in any area, Jewish activities were virtual curiosities.
Many a newspaper in the first half of the nineteenth century
printed column-long descriptions of synagogue or charitable
building dedication ceremonies, bar mitzvah and confirmation
exercises, Jewish marriages and funerals. In the daily press
you will also find one of the truest guides to community ac-
ceptance of the Jews. If there was anti-Jewish propaganda, it
will be mentioned and perhaps applauded or censured. It will
surely be reflected (and its absence is important, needless to
say) in the speeches of politicians, in letters to the editor, in
police and court records. In advertisementis and city direc-
tories you will find an index to Jewish economic life. In news
of meetings and social matters you will find data on Jewish

participation in general activities.

c) National Jewish periodicals and historical collections.
Most communities which date back to the 1840's maintained a
relationship with the leading national Jewish periodicals until
about 1885 or 1890. The files of Isaac Leeser's Occident,
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Isaac M. Wise's Israelite, S. M. Isaacs' Jewish Messenger,
and the Asmonean and American Hebrew (as well as whatever
local Jewish periodicals existed), are extremely valuable.
Partial indices to certain of these periodicals have been pre-
pared by the American Jewish Historical Societyand the Amer-
ican Jewish Archives; these references may save some of the
slave labor of turning the yellowed pages. But for the period
1842-1885 even the unindexed volumes should be consulted, for
they will provide a treasury of important data.

By all means, the index to the first twenty volumes of the
Publication of the American Jewish Historical Society should
be consulted, as well as the individual indices of the succeed-
ing twenty-two volumes. These represent the bulk of available
published data in American Jewish history; a few nuggets will
probably be forthcoming. Rabbi Isidore S. Meyer, librarian of
the American Jewish Historical Society (3080 Broadway, New
York), will be happy to inform you if the manuscripts and other
collections in his charge contain any material which concerns
your field of work. The Society is custodian, for instance, of
the records of the Board of Delegates of American Israelites
(1859 ff.) which made a survey of all existing congregations
several times during the 1860's. Perhaps that file contains a
record of your congregation, officers, membership, policies
and other interesting material.

The American Jewish Archives (Clifton- Avenue, Cin-
cinnati, Qhio), presided over by Dr. Jacob R. Marcus, has ac-
cumulated what is probably the finest collection of materials
available on local Jewish history. Dr. Marcus' staff is always
ready to take the time to unearth letters and references bear-
ing upon your task. w -

For the period since 1899, the records of the American
Jewish Yearbook and of many other directories and organiza-

tional annuals are valuable for a number of types of material
--the background of national events and trends whichinfluenced
the local community, the participation of local leaders in na-
tional activities, and data on purely local events which assumed
a larger significance.

The YIVO-Yiddish Scientific Institute (535 West 123rd
Street, New York City) is the most helpful repository for ma-
terials bearing uponthe activities of those elements in Ameri-
can Jewishlife most heavily influenced by the Eastern European
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imrﬁigration._ Its library contains a tremendous variety of
printed and manuscript material, largely in Yiddish, illumi-
nating many phases of the adaptation of immigrants to Ameri-
can life.

One service which the American Jewish Tercentenary is
offering in this connection is the establishment of an Office of
Historical Information, in cooperation with the American Jew~
ish Historical Society. This is a research service established
specifically for the Tercentenary period, to provide guidance
and factual information on American Jewish history.

d) Other Sources. There is a broad field in which you
may well turn up totally unexpected material. Descendants of
early members of your community may have preserved letters
and documents. These persons must be traced, but they will
frequently be able to help fill in the gaps in your records. An=
tique shops and local booksellers must not be overlooked. An
old volume may contain a hand-written genealogical table with
a multitude of facts about the origins of early settlers. Scraps
of paper, notarized court statements, bills and checks, old real
estate deeds -- most antique dealers have thousands of such
items --can give color and bodyto the few dull facts which you
may have about certain members of the community.

Fourth, Publication: There are several scholarly Jew-
ish journals which often publish documented studies in the field
of American Jewish history. In addition to those issued by the
organizations mentioned above, they include Jewish Social
Studies, Jewish Quarterly Review, Historia Judaica, Hebrew
Union College Annual, and Jewish Education. Local historical
societies generally publish quarterly or annual journals. These
periodicals are usually delighted to publish articles in fields
which have previously been neglected. American Jewish his-
tory is one of those fields. If the material has been researched
and written in accordance with high standards of historical
scholarship, there is every reason to believe that it can be
published in such a local or state historical journal, It will, of

course, have special appeal during the Tercentenary. If some .

or all of the material is published in this manner, the type can
be saved and the complete manuscript can be issued in book
form at a later date. The advantage of publishing in a general
historical periodical is an important consideration, for general
historians will thereby readily become acquainted with the
work.

Perhaps the sponsoring committee can secure funds to
publish the work in book or pamphlet form. Distribution to the
entire community must also be kept in mind and, if there is a
weekly Jewish newspaper, perhaps it can print the manuscript
in the form of a series of short articles.

One warning! The temptation to produce a '"popular"
work will be strong. Do not give in. A popular study may ig-
nore controversies, gloss over failures, and pretty up un-
pleasantness with verbal cosmetics. But what lessons can
anyone learn from a false portrait? Your committee must, if
it is to be true to its task, insist upon accuracy. If you wish to
avoid injuring sensitive persons, tell your story only up to
1920 but let whatever you print be authentic. And let it also
be academically useful. The presentation of the material can
be warm and clever and stimulating, but do not-omit footnotes
and citations and bibliographical data. Have pity on those who
will use the work as source material for future studies of as-
pects of American Jewish history; exact references and reli-
able citations will make your contribution endure.

Above all else, do not be timid about seeking advice.
Members of the Tercentenary Commitiee on Research and
Publications will be happy to help local committees at every
stage of the project. Members of the history departments of
nearby universities and colleges are well acquainted with every
research headache and can offer many guides for your illumi-
nation and deliverance [rom frustration. Directors of histor-
ical societies and libraries are paid to help all researchers in
need of assistance.

Good luck and may your efforts produce fruitful and im-
portant results!



Reading List

For examples of what you can accomplish, consult
these splendid examples of work in the field of local
American Jewish historiography:

- Barnett A. Elzas, Jewish Marriage Notices from the
' Newspaper Press of Charleston, S.C. (1775-1906).
New York, 1917.

Israel Goldstein, A Century of Judaism in New York.
B'nai Jeshurun, 1825-1925. New York, 1930.

Hyman B. Grinstein, The Rise of the Jewish Community
of New York, 1654-1860. Philadelphia, 1945.

Charles Reznikoff (with the collaboration of Uriah Z.
Engelman), The Jews of Charleston. Philadelphia,
1950. '

Joshua Trachtenberg, Consider the Years: The Story of
the Jewish Community of Easton, 1752-1952.
Easton, Pa., 1944.

Leon L. Watters, The Pioneer Jews of Utah. New York,
1952.

°

James A.Wax, '""The Jews of Memphis, 1860-1865," West
Tennessee Historical Society Papers, No. III, 1949,
pp- 1-52. :

_ For further guidance on details of research and
writing, refer to:

Jacob R. Marcus, How to Write the History of an Amer-
ican Jewish Community. Cincinnati, 1953. (Single
copies obtainable without charge from the Ameri-
can Jewish Tercentenary, 3 East 65th Street, New
York 21, N. Y.)

Donald Dean Parker, Local History, How to Gather It.
Write It, and Publish It. (Obtainable for $1.00 from
Social Science Research Council, 230 Park Avenue,
New York 17, N. Y.)
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Jo Ourgewfslx Brethren in the United States (ﬁ‘(mm?a
<PEACE BE WITH YOU AND YOUR NEIQI-[BORS"”

PBe 1T KNOWN UNTOYoU that in Elul 5714 (September 1954) the Jewish community of the
United States will commemarate the 300th anniversary of Gewish settlement in this country
PBY THE GRACE OF Goo and under the protection of the Constitution of the United States,
we have lived and prospered in this land. ‘We have been an :’ntgm%pa# of American life. We -
have worked with all other Americans in the never-ending search for the democratic way
of Vife and for the Q’ylu‘ of faith. OQur ancient prophetic ideals and the teach ings of the
saqes have been foundation stones of this nation. Our work, aurlyes, and above all,
our living religion, have been amonq our proudest offerings to the American commun ity.
N SOME LANDS ACROSS THE SEAS our brethren have felt the searing flame of}:rqua’:’cq,—
_Persecuh’on and death. We in America have had the saobet inspiring opportunity to save
the lives of scores of thousands— to bring comfort o the oppressed, to help in the making
anew and honored nation on the ancient soil of Israel and to acquire a new recognition
of our re_sjmsibﬂgy for human welfare in keeping with the ancient teachings of our faith.
 <In some lands across the seas our brethren have been pressed to give up thair religous=
beliefs and  prodices and tv disappear in a well of namelessness. BUT witHIN THE.
HOME OF AMERICA w¢ havé succeeded 1’nfresen'?ﬁg the unique dentity of the-
‘jm’sh rﬂz’g:’on, worshipping in l@{y with our historic tradition; and we have—
Jvmmd our ancient teachings, our ethics, and our religious ideals in the free
~ “climate j aur wation. Our religion is ﬂ"ﬁf as our American loyaltyis strong.
PMINDFUL. OF THESE BLESSINGS and with decp gratitude in our hearts to the God
of Jsrael, wha, in 1054, led our faflms to the shores of this s great new land,
| rws HEREBY PROCIAIM fo}tmﬁd from <Elul 5714 (September 1954) to the end
' of Sivan 515 (May 1955) as one of thanksgiving, prayer; s’l-uczy and
celebration of the American Jewish Jercentenayy. >
OWE CALL ON ALL OUR BRETHREN throykauf the nation bo particivate in the obser-
vance of this anniversany; to offer thanks unto the Lord for the uzss{ys bestowed on us
- i America; topray for the continwed peace and prosperity of our country and allits inhabitant
and torededicate ourselves to the deals f our fm’th within fhfﬁwiom of American demacrgg.
i

L CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS AMERICAN JEWISH TERCEMTENARY RABBINICEAL COUNCIL OF AMERICR

ﬂwM

_ll.llﬂlﬂl.l. l'llMll.Y‘ﬂl’ m:mca' UNION OF ORTHOPOX JEWISH/ CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICK UNITED SYN&‘GQGUE(;F AMERICR

Wesncee R.&.M e da it

UNION OF R HEBREW CO EGATIONS SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA




UQlelcome

We extend cordial welcome to those who have come to participate with us in this Three-
Hundredth Anniversary observance of the settlement of Jews in this country.

This Anniversary marks more than the coming of Jews to these shores; it marks also the
advent here of Judaism. No matter how extensive our interest in social and civic areas, or how deep
our concern for the welfare and progress of our gallant co-religionists in Israel, we must always
remember that the basic motivation and justification of our communities is our religion. We believe
that we were summoned to the stage of world history to convey to mankind the inspiriting concept-
of an ever-living Creator — source of man’s belief in Truth, Justice and Freedom as a way of life,
whose Law guides us to walk with Him so that we and the nations of the earth may be blessed.

In our tradition, our ceremony, our Law, we live and move and have our being. Dis-
carding these values, we are lost; cherishing them, we need fear no evil.

This heritage comes to us from the pages of the Bible. We take great pride in the realiza-
tion that the influences which have made America so mighty a nation stem from the same source.
Because of this abiding spiritual kinship between the traditions of our native land and our
religious heritage, it is easy, it is natural, it is instinctive, for a Jew to be a good American, for
these twin traditions have a common. origin — the Divine word as set down in Scriptures.

As Jews and as Americans, we place high premium on the dignity of the individual, the
priceless value of human liberty, the indispensable need of the moral code as the foundation of
civilized life. As Jews and as Americans, we acknowledge the dominion of our Father in heaven
in the life of men and nations. As Jews and as Americans, we put our trust in Him; may we
so act that He cdan put His trust in us. '

RABBI DAVID J. SELIGSON RABBI NORMAN SALIT

President - ; President

NEwW YORK BOARD OF RABBIS SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA

@& FRONT COVER PORTRAIT showing Moses receiving the Tablets of the Law while the
Israelites stand at the foot of Mount Sinai, is a woodcut taken from the Sefer Minhagim (Book

of Customs), printed in Amsterdam, 1723.
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THE TERCENTENARY MEDAL is being pre-
sented this evening to the congregations listed -
below as mementos of this historic occasion.

THE OLDEST JEWISH CONGREGATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES
(Founded prior to 1840)

Founding Present Rabbi

Congregation City . Year and President
Shearith Israel New York, N. Y. 1654 Rabbi David de Sola Pool
Rabbi Louis C, Gerstein
i Judge Edgar J. Nathan
Jeshuat Israel Newport, R. 1. 1658 Rabbi Theodore Lewis
(Touro Synagogue) Judge Alexander G. Teitz
Mikveh Israel Savannah, Ga. 1733 Rabbi Solomon E. Starrels
. Mr. Raymond M. Kuhr
Mikveh Israel Philadelphia, Pa. 1740 Rabbi Emanuel Lifschutz
Mr. Gustav Klein
Beth Elohim Charleston, S. C. 1750 Rabbi Allan Tarshish
_ Mr. Samuel H. Jacobs
Beth Ahabah Richmond, Va. 1789 Rabbi Ariel L. Goldburg
Mr. Keeve Marks
Rodeph Shalom Philadelphia, Pa. 1800 Rabbi David H. Wice
' ~ Mr. Reynold H. Greenberg
Baltimore Hebrew Baltimore, Md. 1823 Rabbi Morris Lieberman
Congregation i - Mr. Louis J. Fox
K. K. Bene Israel Cincinnati, Ohio 1824 Rabbi Victor E. Reichert
Mr., Warren J. Heldman
B’nai Jeshurun New York, N. Y. 1825 Rabbi Israel Goldstein
Rabbi William Berkowitz
_ Mr. Jacob Sincoff
Touro Synagogue New Orleans, La. 1828 Rabbi Leo A. Bergman
Mr. Harold Forgotston
Adath Israel Louisville, Ky. 1836 - Rabbi Joseph Rauch
Mr. Sam Levy
Shaare Zedek New York, N. Y. 1837 ~ Rabbi Elias Solomon
- Rabbi Morris M. Goldberg
_ Mr. Morris Lewittes
Beth Emeth Albany, N. Y. 1838 Rabbi Samuel Wolk

!

Mr. Charles M. Stern

The above medal was designed by Nancy Dryfoos for the American Jewish Tercentenary Committee.



PROGRAM.

The Synagogue S peaks

RasBr SIMON G. KRAMER, Chairman

NATIONAL. ANTHEM ... ...CANTOR CHARLES B. BLocH
Temple B nai Shafom, Rockville Center, L. 1.

ViapiMIR HEIFETZ, Accompanist
INVOCATION... . RABBI ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN
Chalrmzm, Terccntcndry Commxttee, ‘Synagogue Cﬂunml of America Hartford, Conn.
“SHE-HEHEYANU” ... ccoiiiimiimiiinniniiniinneniieesnsssssssssssesssns e CANTOR CHARLES B. BLOCH
OPENING REMARKS........coo.iiiviomieeirecnerreseosssessesssiessssssssessessnsinneee -RABBI SIMON G. KRAMER

Chairman, Committee on Religious and Educational Bronx, N. Y.
Participation of the American Jewish Tercentenary
GREETINGS (Hebrew).....uuveveiieeiieiiiensesieismnsonn s L. vessnesnsarerern QOO ....PROF. ABRAHAM WEISS
Yeshiva University, New York, N. Y
GREE TN G S e o e e o s e T S N el AR L AR e e RaBBI DaviD J. SELIGSON
New York, N. Y.
President, New York Board of Rabbis
GREETINGS (Yiddish)......cow....cveereeeeeereissnsnesesansonn: e Mgr. D. L. MEKLER
Editor, Jewish Day-Morning Journal New York, N. Y.
GREE TG Sy S b R W el . RaBBI JULIUS MARK
Chairman, Tercentenary Committee, New York Board of Rabbis V¢ York, N. Y.
“THE SYNAGOGUE IN AMERICA” ..o oooeeeeoeoeereeeersresevenes v RABBI NORMAN SALIT

‘ i ' ; L N
. President, Synagogue Council of America SARnEct,

MUSICAL SELECEBIONSS ... 00 . . 00 ot b iy . RoMAN TOTENBERG AND ENSEMBLE
NIGUN... ...Ernest Bloch
CONCERTO, Opus 21 for v:olm, pzano strmg quartet

(Allegro. Intermezzo. Finale.)... Emes‘t Chausson

(Ensemble: R. T oterzberg, wolin ‘Alice Shaptro, prano, “Lamar A!sap woim,
Nina Geverts, violin; Myra Kestenbaum, viola; Thaddeus Brys, cello.)

ADDRESS Yo Kcoiiman B PO SROTTR NS G Jupge Simon H. RIFKIND
: New York, N. Y.

PRESENTATION OF “TERCENTENARY MEDAL” TO OLDEST
JEWISH CONGREGATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES.............MRr. RarLrH E. SAMUEL

Chairman, American Jewish Tercentenary Corﬁmit(ee New York, N.Y.

CITATIONS :oivuiadmodon Mgigiiasii kN RaBBis NORMAN SaLiT, Davip J. SELIGSON

CHORAL SELECTIONS........coooveciiviiiniiinnns ..CANTORS CONCERT ENSEMBLE of the

' ' Metropohtan chlon of the Cantors Assembly of America
rerenans e s banssnnnneesessssssneeneeneneide  INAUMbBOUTE

‘.L Lewandowski
-.I. Berlin

ONO TOVO.irsurreirrirrreasaeressseessssassnassiasesssinsssnstensssnran
HALLELUJAH.......
Gobp BLEss AMER[CA

VLADIMIR HE]FETZ, D;rectar ’
(Ensemble: Revs. Harry Altman, Asher Balaban, Charles B. Bloch, Simcha Dainow,
Milton Freedman, Harry Freilich, William Z. Glueck, Herbert' Harris, Lester Ltch!er,
Shlomo Margulies, Irving Rogoﬁ Sol Sadowsky, Marvin Savitt, Alvin F. Schraeter,
Samuel Seidelman, Benjamin Siegel, Abraham B. Shapiro, Saul Tisman, Isaac Trager.)

BDDRESS cissiissisnssiseisims e s ILADDBE ABBA Y E LR SIEVER
- ! . Cleveland, Ohio
BENEDICTION . .....ooooooleeeiieieiiieeeeierseesieessnsnesinssssesssssssssssnsesnnneenennse JRABBI C. E. HILLEL KAUVAR

_ Denver, Colorado
HATIKVAH. ....ooooioioeeeeeeeeereeeesieteeeiserseeseseres saneisssesssessessesssennen CANTORS CONCERT ENSEMBLE
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sented this evening to the congregations listed -
below as mementos of this historic occasion.

THE OLDEST JEWISH CONGREGATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES
(Founded prior to 1840)

Founding Present Rabbi

Congregation City \ Year and President
Shearith Israel New York, N. Y. 1654 Rabbi David de Sola Pool
Rabbi Louis C. Gerstein
__ : Judge Edgar J. Nathan
Jeshuat Israel Newport, R. 1. 1658 ’ Rabbi Theodore Lewis
(Touro Synagogue) . Judge Alexander G. Teitz
Mikveh Israel Savannah, Ga. 1733 Rabbi Solomon E. Starrels
. Mr. Raymond M. Kuhr
Mikveh Israel Philadelphia, Pa. 1740 Rabbi Emanuel Lifschutz
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Beth Elohim Charleston, S. C. 1750 Rabbi Allan Tarshish
- Mr. Samuel H. Jacobs
Beth Ahabah Richmond, Va. 1789 Rabbi Ariel L. Goldburg
Mr. Keeve Marks
Rodeph Shalom Philadelphia, Pa. 1800 Rabbi David H. Wice
Mr. Reynold H. Greenberg
Baltimore Hebrew Baltimore, Md. 1823 Rabbi Morris Lieberman
Congregation ' y - Mr. Louis J. Fox
K. K. Bene Israel * Cincinnati, Ohio 1824 Rabbi Victor E. Reichert
: Mr. Warren J. Heldman
B’nai Jeshurun New York, N. Y. 1825 Rabbi Israel Goldstein
' Rabbi William Berkowitz
Mr. Jacob Sincoft
Touro Synagogue New Orleans, La. 1828 Rabbi Leo A. Bergman
Mr. Harold Forgotston
Adath Israel Louisville, Ky. 1836 . Rabbi Joseph Rauch
Mr. Sam' Levy
Shaare Zedek New York, N. Y. 1837 ~ Rabbi Elias Solomon
' _ Rabbi Morris M. Goldberg
_ Mr. Morris Lewittes
Beth Emeth Albany, N. Y. 1838 Rabbi Samuel Wolk

\

Mr. Charles M. Stern

The above medal was designed by Nancy Dryfoos for the American Jewish Tercentenary Committee,



SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA

The Synagogue Council of America comprises the Orthodox, Con-
servative and Reform rabbinic and lay organizations of the Jewish
community in America, and as such, is the religious spokesman for
American Jewry. ’

Founded 1926

OFFICERS

Rabbi Norman Salit, President Mr. Joseph Schlang, Treasurer

Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman, Vice-President
Rabbi Leo Jung, Vice-President
Rabbi Marc H., Tanenbaum, Executive Dire;tor

Mr. Marvin Berger, Recording Secy.
Mr. Jesse Cohen, Corresponding Secy.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Rabbinical Council
0{ America

Rabbi Norman E. Frimer
Rabbi David B. Hollander
Rabbi'Leo_ Jung

Rabbi Simon G. Kramer
Rabbi Solomon J. Sharfman

Rabbinical Assembly
of America i

Rabbi Max Davidson .
Rabbi Morris Goldberg
Rabbi Harry Halpern
Rabbi Wolfe Kelman
Rabbi Norman Salit

Central Conference
of American Rabbis

Rabbi Bernard J. Bamberger
Rabbi Maurice Bloom

Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman

Rabbi Albert S. Goldstein
Rabbi, Julius Mark

Union of Orthodox
Jewish Congregations

Mr. Saul Bernsteir'l
Mr. Max Etra

Mr. Max Rosenfeld
Mr. Joseph Schlang
Hon. Albert Wald

United Synagogue
of America

Mr. Marvin Berger
Mr. Abe Furman

Mr. Samuel Rothstein
Mr. Joel Schenker -
Rabbi Bernard Segal

Union of American
Hebrew Congregations

Mr. Jesse Cohen
Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath

‘M. Charles P. Kramer

Hon. Joseph G. Shapiro
Mr. Sol Tekulsky



THE NEW YORK BOARD OF RABBIS

The New York Board of Rabbis represents the Orthodox, Con-
servative and Reform rabbinate in New York and vicinity. It is thus the.
organized voice of the rabbinate which ministers to the largest Jewish
community in the world.

~ Founded 1881

OFFICERS

Rabbi David J. Seligson, President Rabbi A. Alan Steinbach, Vice-President
Rabbi Joseph Miller, Vice-President Rabbi Abba Abrams, Treasurer
Rabbi Emanuel Rackman, Vice-President Rabbi David I. Golovensky, Secretary

Rabbi Harold H. Gordon, General Secretary

Honorary Vice-Presidents
Rabbi Nelson Glueck -
Rabbi Stephen S. Wise (Deceased)

Rabbi Louis Finkelstein

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Rabbi Isaac Alcalay
Rabbi Max Aszt
Rabbi Shepherd Z. Baum
Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein
Rabbi Joshua Bloch
Rabbi Ben Zion Bokser
Rabbi J. X. Cohen
Rabbi Max Drob
Rabbi Louis I. Egelson
Rabbi Ira Eisenstein -
Rabbi Joseph Fink
Rabbi Harry Freedman
Rabbi Israel Gerstein
Rabbi Louis C. Gerstein
Rabbi Morris M. Goldberg
Rabbi Israel Goldfarb
Rabbi Albert S. Goldstein
Rabbi Israel Goldstein
Rabbi Harry Halpern
Rabbi A. M. Heller
Rabbi Max Hoch

- Rabbi Leo Jun
Rabbi Morris N. Kertzer
Rabbi Gilbert Klaperman
Rabbi Israel Klavan
Rabbi Simon G. Kramer
Rabbi Simon Langer

Rabbi Arthur Lelyveld
Rabbi S. Gershon Levi
Rabbi Clifton H. Levy
Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal
Rabbi Theodore N. Lewis
Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein
Rabbi Julius Mark

Rabbi Max Meyer

Rabbi Irving Miller

Rabbi Benjamin Morgenstern
Rabbi Israel Mowshowitz
Rabbi Harry Nelson
Rabbi Louis I. Newman
Rabbi David de Sola Pool
Rabbi Stuart E. Rosenberg
Rabbi Edward T. Sandrow
Rabbi Max Schenk

Rabbi Henry A. Schorr
Rabbi Jacob K. Shankman
Rabbi Solomon J. Sharfman
Rabbi Charles E. Shulman
Rabbi Baruch Silverstein
Rabbi Elias L. Solomon
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman
Rabbi Samuel Wolk

Rabbi Zev Zahavy

Rabbi Max Zucker

Administrative Staff

Rabbi Jeremiah J. Berman

Rabbi A, H. Fedder

Rabbi Philip Hiat
Rabbi 1. Fred Hollander








