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of the Jewish Theological 'Semi-
. 'nary, outlined yesterday a pro-
= ||gram. through which, he explained,
'scholars and men of affairs could
contribute materially to the se-)
curity and stability of the free
rido - ~ [}
‘The educator was among the
1,725 passengers who arrived here
from English Channel ports aboard
the superliner United States, The
== jivessel docked at Pler 88, Hudson
River  and. Forty-sixth Street,
shortly before 8 A, M, 2
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dqy, September 7, 1951

THE NATIONAL JEWISH POST

By Z’EV ERONISH

'/Dr. Finkelstein Defends Maclver, N
Terms Charges “Hillul Ha-Shem”

& hief N. Y. Buream, National Jewish Post)
NEW ¥

ORK—Recent attacks on the fitness of Prof. Robert M. Maclver to conduct the soon-to-%
be-ppblished report on Jewish community relations agencies were answered this week by Rabbi Louis

:

FinRelstein, president of the Jewish Theological Seminary, who declared that “the suggestion that
Prof, MacIver is in any way hostile to Jewish religious practices and rituals, or seeks to discourage

them, is quite absurd.”

Dr. MacIver has been charged
by Allen Lesser, editor and pub-
lisher of a weekly newsletier
called, “Cross-Section, U.S.A”

- with harboring hostile sentiments

f
£

i

about Jews and advocating assim-
Hation.

Quoting from books written
over twen{y years ago, Lesser has
eome up with statements by the
Columbia sociology professor,
eritielzing Jews for traits of ex-
elusiveness. Some Anglo-Jewish
newspapers have echoed Lesser’s
charge. '

Dr. Finkelstein, in an interview
with The Post, upheld Prof.
Maclver’s qualifications to make
the survey. Pointing out that
Lesser is quoting from Dr.
Maclver's earlier works, he said
that “no scholar would like to

. have to answer for every state-
. ment expressed i books pub-
lished fwo and three decades
iago."

Professors Finkelstein and Mac-
Iver have had a close relationship
now for over ten years. Maclver
has presided at luncheon meetings

of The Institute for Religious and fingers, we all belong to one hand.; yps had a world view, and has
Social Studies, conducted under What Maeclver is saying is thati .., ht as one of its main goals
the auspices of the Seminary with we retain our differences in reli- to bring about peace among men.”
the cooperation of CatholicJew. gion but we are all .Ameﬂw:ns.g Continuing his evaluation of
Religion is used in a broad sense.”{ n;.  Maclver, he said that few
:lving scholars have contributed

Asserting that Dr. MacIver in  “In his report on Jewish com-:more to a better understanding
fact “believes in preserving dif- munity relations agencies DI of the real basis of group dis-
ferences between groups, holding Maclver indicated that by ‘inte- ‘crimination, in the prejudices and
such differences as a contributing gration’ he does not by any means imaladjustments of the discrim-
factor in the growth of America suggest the abandonment of dif- /inating group. “This insight has
_and civilization,” Dr. Finkelstein, ferences amorig groups, or be- . ;

igh and Protestant scholars.
Differonces Valusble

quoted from a 1950~ Voice of
America broadcast i which De.
Maeclver declared:

“One of the very imteresting
ﬂaings about a democracy is fha_t
# gives you so many opportuni-
ties to bring people together. Dif-
ferent people. People of entirely
different views, ideas, beliefs, . .
Even when you differ violently
you can still discuss peacefully.
S0, we discuss things ;ogether.
_And we do not come o an agree
ment in the end. Not usually,
but we do come to some under-
standing which often may be bet-
ter than agreement.”

To show conclusively that Dr.
Maclver is not an advocate of
assimilation he quoted from “The
More Perfect Union,” a 'book
which the Columbia professor
wrote three years ago:

“The goal (of democracy) is not
conformism, not assimilation in
the sense of reducing differences
into the undifferentiated com-
mon. . . Only when differences aré
free to stay apart or to merge oT
%o breed new variations of the
eommunity theme can human per-
sonality have fulfilment and crea-
tive power, drawing its, susten-
ance where it finds its; proper
nourishment, neither clinging to
lkeness nor worshipping differ-
ences.”

Integration Not Assimilation

¥ Maclver'’s assailants have
taken it for granted that his ad-
v~ at Jews become integrated
Americans is a call for Jews to
assimilate. the Seminary presi-
dent distinguishes between the

GOWNS

RABBINICAL - CANTOR
A CONFIRMATION - CHU
JUDICIAL __
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DR. LOUIS FINKELSTEIN
To The Rescue

" gion,’

terms “assimilation” and “int
gration,” declaring the latter i
not an evil concept.

belief that Judaism was an ex-
clusive religion, and that it was
against its exclusiveness that
Paul revolted.

This erroneous view has gained
wide currency in the world, and
is today held even by many
Jews.

Dr. Finkelstein told The Post
that “one of the preat virtues of
Prof. Maclver is that in more re-
cent years he has helped show
how wrong he was years ago. As
one of the planners of “The Jews:
Their History, Culture and Reli-
a work published with
the assistance of the American
Jewish Committee, and in co-
operation with many Jewish and
Christian scholars he helped to
clarify the issue of Jewish ex-

{ clusiveness. Any fair-minded

reader of these volumes will rec-
ognize how far they go to ofiset
the widespread misunderstanding
of the nature of Judaism; and to

“Though Americans are as diff o w that from the days of the

ferent from each other as fi

Dr. Finkelsteln continued:

tween Judaism and other faiths.
What he has in mind is the pres-
ervation of these differences, but
at the same time weaving them
into a texture of democracy to
which. all can contribute. Indeed
this part of his report, when
finally published,
one of the most significant com-
tributions to the understanding
of American democracy as a
spiritual undertaking.”

As an afterthought, Dr. Finkel-
stein added: “Let’s face it. None
of those who are criticizing Mae-
Iver, so far as I kmow, muse
Hebrew as their vernacular.”

Coming back to the subject of
Prof. MacIver's writings of twen-
ty:three years ago, he remarked
that what the Columbia sociole-
gist had to say about Jewish ex-
clusiveness in 1928, is, unfor-
tunately, a concept commonly
held among persons reared in the

will prove to be

prophets until our own, Judaism
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Jed him to the realization that in
ur country all forms of group
rimination—arnti-Semisism in-
cluded—must be dealt with ulti-
mately as American problems,
and not as problems of the par-
ticular groups affected. This in-
sight alone would be a memor-
able contribution to the improve-
ment of group relations.”

Ailded Scholars To Escape

During the crisis of the nine-
teen thirties Prof. Maclver proved
himself a friend in need to many
Jewish scholars of Germany and
;other countries who were com-
ipelled to flee for refuge, Dr.
Finkelstein rrevea.led. “Frequent-
ly and generously he responded
to my nequ‘i'ests for help for par-
¢ ticular individuals, and frequently
% he brought to my attention cases
that needed aid and in which I
4eould be of service.”
The people who know a teacher
best and who are his severest and
most authoritative eritics are his
pupils, the president of the
Seminary observed. “Prof. Mac-
Iver has had many Jewish pupils
in the course of his long and dis-
tinguished teaching career. They
are unanimous,so far as I can
‘find, in their praise of his in-
tegrity, ‘his fairness and under-
standing. Prof. El Ginsberg,
. author of “Agenda for American
Jews,” dedicated his latest book
to Prof. MaclIver.”

Citing Lesser's attack as a

“hillul ha-shem”  (defamation of
the name of God) and a violent
transgression of Jewish morality,
Dr. Finkelstein said “it is not
wise, nor a contribution to Judas
ism, to heap calumny and weaken
the influence of a friend. Nor is
it good Judaism to fail to weigh
everyone ‘in the scale of merit.”
In demanding respect for Judaism
among those outside the fold. let
us not forget our duty to obey
Jewish law and to follow Jewish
ethics within the fold.” .

Jew Heads Detroit’s
Emericen Legion Posis

DETROIT—Joseph Jones will
be installed as commander of
the Detroit Districts Associa«
tion, American Legion, at spe-
cial installation ceremonies on
Saturday night. A leader in lo-
cal Jewish War Veteran activie
ties, Jones is a thirty-year mems
ber of the American Legion and
formerly commanded Iearned
Post No. 1, largest Legion unit.
in the state,

Rabbi Morris Adler, who has
completed a year of service as
Chaplain of the Detroit District
Association, will also be honor
ed at the meeting.
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The National Jewish Post
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Religion and
Group Relations

By Dr. S. Belkin
President, Yeshiva University

The statement by Yeshiva Univer-
sity’s president is perhaps the most
courageous and provocative state-
ment on the subject of Inter-Faith
activity yet issued by a Jewish
leader. In the belief that this prob-
lem is of great interest to all Can-
adian and American Jewry, we
offer it to our readers. We

that it will engender keen imterest

and discussion.—ED. NOTE.

An approach to Jewish-Gentile
relations in America that may well
have grave consequences for our
people has been gaining ever great-
er acceptance in Jewish circles. Few
are those who dare to challenge it
for fear that their loyalty may be
doubted or their good intentions
questioned. We refer to that inter-

faith activity which makes the -

Synagogue its platform and the
Rabbi its ambassador.

This is not to negate the im-
portance of promoting greater un-
derstanding between Gentile and
Jew. On the contrary, all attempts
to achieve social harmony and
friendly relations among groups
are to be welcomed. The tendency
toward combined Synagogue-
Church activity, however, and the
inter-change of pulpits between
Ministers and Rabbis must be
curbed, for it presents a clear and
open danger to American and
Canadian Jewry.

What worries us particularly is
the fact that this activity,—once
the exclusive province of the Re-
form group, quickly accepted even
more enthusiastically by other non-
Traditional groups, — is today
making inroads into Orthodox
communities. It has already reached
such proportions that we may soon
find it impossible to correct the
evil it will surely occasion, unless
its momentum is checked by a col-
lective religious force. Certainly
this sort of inter-faith activity will
not make us better Americans or
Canadians, It can only make us less
firm in our Jewishness.

The demand for inter-faith ac-
tivity of this nature, is based upon
the assumption that it is an excel-
lent weapon in the battle against
anti-Semitism. Unfortunately, any
drug reputed to cure this Evil is
unquestionably accepted by our
people without too thorough an
analysis. But is this a cure?

The genuine American or Cana-
dian does not require it. The anti-
Semite who hates Jews or Judaism
or both, will not be convinced of
his error by a Rabbi's declaration
that the latter’s blend of Judaism is
as good as Christianity. Real good
will stem not from the exchange
of pulpits, but rather from ethical
and moral conduct among Jews and

MarcH 4, 1949

Gentiles in their day to day deal-
ings with each other, and from
their common activity in humani-
tarian and philanthropic enter-
prises.

It is by revitalizing his own
spiritual heritage, in order to give
expression to his inner self, that
the Jew will learn the friendly at-
titude of Judaism to the Gentile
world; the responsibilities, duties,
and obligations that human beings
have toward one another regard-
less of race or creed. Judaism
teaches us that cheating a Gentile
is to add the profanation of the
Name of God to the sin of dis-
honesty. It teaches that it is the
duty of every Jew to offer char-
itable assistance to the Gentiles,
aid their poor and help create a
spirit of mutual harmony.

Judaism has never looked upon
itself as the sole dispenser of sal-
vation. It has never believed that
formal conversion to Judaism by
those not born as Jews is at all
necessary for them to share in
heaven's rewards. “The righteous,
among the Gentiles”, say our sages,
“have a share in the future world".

Christian doctrine, on the other
hand, has always looked upon the
Church as the sole possessor of
salvation. Those who will not join
the Church are, in their opinion,
forever doomed. All efforts must,
therefore, be made to serve as many
souls as possible. Missionary work
thus becomes an integral part of
Christian endeavor. The Christian
Minister sincerely believes, even if

* ~—only subconsciously, that it is his

duty to persuade as many “non-
believers as possible to accept
Christianity. If only for this dif-
ference in approach, the inter-
faith movement cannot be accept-
able to Judaism.

The inter-faith movement has,
furthermore, not served as a means
of strengthening Judaism, but
rather of confusing those of our
people who are not well versed in
the tenets of Jewish life. The fact
that their Rabbi is not only invited
but very often “accepted” in the
Church, and that the liberal Minis-
ter is ever-ready to grace the ger-
vice of the Synagogue and preach
a sermon from its pulpit, leads to
misrepresentation of the function
of the Rabbi and the Synagogue
and creates among the laity a false
pride and a “moshke™ psychology
of false humility. Are congrega-
tions to elect a Rabbi simply on the
basis of his ability to impress their
Christian friends?

A graduate Rabbi of the Yeshiva
was, I understand, invited to at-
tend a Church service in honor of
a Minister’s many years of dis-
tinguished service. Basing his
answer on the premises that a Jew
cannot participate in a Christian
religious service, the Rabbi begged
to be excused. He stressed, how-

(Continued on Page 13)
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Tae Canamaw JewsH CHRONICLE

Legal and Notarial Division Dinner, United Israel Appeal

Left to Right: I. Kert, N, P, S, Moscovitch, K.C. Marcus M. Sperber, K.C.

Guest Speaker, Michael Garber, K.C,

Harry Batshaw, K.C., B. Robinson, K.C.

who presided, Jos. Cohen, K.C,, Mrs.

1 in Shimon Hacohen,
hen, Phil Myerovitch, K.C.,

Religion and...

(Continued from Page 9)

ever, that he would be more tht;l;
happy to pay his respects to
Migsster at whatever social affair
might be arranged. The Minister
himself respected and appreciated
the honest attitude of the Rabbi
An official of the Synagogue,
however, felt that the Rabbi had
by his refusal ‘insulted” the Chris-
tian community and appealed the
matter to me. When I informed
him that his Rabbi's policy was
precisely the position of the Ye-
shiva, he was quite shocked. He
informed me that he had been un-
aware of the Yeshiva's “primitive™
attitude! It goes without saying
that Yeshiva feels no need to
apologize for its refusal to jump on
the inter-faith bandwagon, while
it considers it a privilege, indeed,
to count among its honorary
alumni, liberal spirits of great dis-
tinction in the American non-
Jewish community.

Think of the confusion created
by experiments with joint observ-
ance of the seasonal religious holi-
days such as Chanukah and Christ-
‘mas, Easter and Passover and by
suggestions to establish a dehydrat-
ed religion where Jew and Gentile
can worship together in the same
Church. While the Christian
Church will lose little from these
fanciful attempts, the very exist-
ence of the Synagogue, which,
under the best circumstances, musg
struggle for survival in a Christian’'
environment, is challenged. The
inter-faith movement will not suc-

ceed in inspiring the Church with .

the philosophy of Judaism. It can
succeed only in diminishing the

spiritual influence that the Syna-
gogue exercises in Jewish life. We
are surrounded by a Christian
world and its attendant environ-
ment. To many of our sons and
daughters the Torah has already
become “The Old Testament™. It
is not our task to further the
breakdown of Jewish Life.

If we are sincere in our efforts
to create a more friendly under-
standing between Jew and Gentle,
we must realize that that under-
standing will come, not by the
Christian Minister preaching in the
Synagogue, nor by the Rabbi's ser-
mon in the Church, each of them
in a misplaced pulpit, but rather
by the Minister preaching against
the evils of anti-Semitism and
other anti-social manifestations
from an authoritative Christian
vicwpoint, and the Rabbi teaching
the universal message of Judaism
from his rightful place in the syna-
gogue.

America, not only tolerates re-
ligious differences but believes
firmly that religious liberty is in-
tegral to democracy. America is
not a religious “melting pot™; it
does not seek a uniformity of be-
lief and cultural expression. Am-
erican democracy is rather the
essence of the plurality of cul-
tures, with each racial group en-
couraged to give expression to its
own peculiar religious and cul-
tural ideals. We are all dedicated
to the belief in the Brotherhood of
Man and Fatherhood of Ged.

The constant and potent danger
to the American way of life is not
the overzealousness of each re-
ligious group for the preservation
of its religious ideals, but rather
men’s endeavor to exclude God
from their daily lives. The great

need of the moment is not so much
the “watering down™ of particular
religious beliefs, as a firm convic-
tion of the importance of one's
Religion.

Judaism's attitude to Jewish-
Gentile relationship is best ex-

pressed in the words of our Sages:
.‘,. ‘But a single man was cfeatad,in
r causes a aingle.soul to perish,

utes

a whole world. . . . But a single
i man was created, for the sake of
'peace among mankind, that none
should say to his fellow: ‘My father
wag greater than thy father'. .,
But a single man was created to
proclaim the greatness of the Holy
One Blessed be He, for man stamps
many coins with one seal, and they
are all alike, but the King of
Kings, the Holy One Blessed be
He, has every man with
the seal of the first man, yet not
one of them is like his fellow.
Therefore, it is the duty of every
one to say ‘For my sake the world
was created’.” (Sanhedrin, 37a)

13

In the entire history of world
literature one can hardly find a
statement so spiritually rich, so
universal in concept. The preser-
vation of the‘entire human race.
Yet God gave a particular charac-
teristic to every individual and
nationality. It is the duty of every
man regardless of race, creed or
nationality to say that for his sake
the world was created. Here is ex-
pressed the entire philosophy of a

- spiritual democracy, the infinite

worth and dignity of every being.

To sum up, then,—The Yeshiva
wholeheartedly approves all work
of good will amongst all races,
creeds and nationalitics. As Tra-
ditional Jews, we consider it our
duty to extend genuine friendship
and assistance to our fellow citi-
zens in this great democracy.

We do definitely and unequivo-
cally oppose, however, that inter-
faith movement which consists of
the inter-change of Church and
Synagogue activities, and the
inter-change of religious pulpits
between the Christian clergy and
the Rabbinate. The Church and
the Clergy, the Synago. e and the
Rabbi must from their ‘sparate
platform be thc champions of
truth against f:Isehood; the defend-
ers of the inalienable right of
every group to worship God in its
own way.

Purim . . .

(Continued from Page 5)

“Well,” said Haman, “I wanted
to kill the Jews because the Jews are
not patriots.”

“But  Mordecai succeeded in
saving the life of the king. Isn’t
that patriotic?” asked Esther.

So Haman said he was ready to
destroy the gallows which he had
built to hang Mordecai on.

But the king said, “That won’t
be necessary. We'll hang you on ic.”

So the party cnded, and Esther
ros¢ to leave. And the king said,
stay a little longer, beautiful, don’t
go.”

But Esther said, “No, I must go
and bake some bamentashen.”
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THREE PATHS TO THE COMMON GOOD

BY - :
LOUIS FINKELSTEIN

I. THE BASI(C PROBLEM

The problem of group relations in our country is basic to the sur-
vival of civilization. The moral influence of America is indispensable
to the establishment of world understanding, and this influence can
be exerted only if America sets its own moral house in order. Ameri-
can failure to overcome infringement of minority rights compromises
our standing in the world, and rnakes our pleas for co-operation
among men of different cultures seem hypocritical.

The problem of group relations will, I believe, not be solved merely
by the introduction of new techniques of organization and education.
It will require the reorientation of: our people in three ways, inter-
related and inherent in the religious traditions of the western world.
They are the development of emphiases on (a) the common interests
of people as against their diverse interests; (b) long-range views as’
against short-range ones; (c) the spiritual aspects of life as against
its material ones.

Any group or institution has two diverse types of interest. It has
its group or institutional concerns, in which ir regards itself as the
rival or opponent of all other groups or institutions, particularly
those close to it. Thus a trade union may regard its interests as op-
posed to those of the employer; the southcrn Negro has his quarrels
with the southern white.

But the more thoughtful in each group will realize that beyond
these divisive interests, there are centripetal ones, shared by opposing
groups. The prosperity of an industry often has more effect on the
lives of the employees and employers than the results of their strug-
gles against one another. The prosperity and well-being of the South
‘as a whole is more significant in the life of both whites and Negroes
than is their relative position in the struggle for power.

The tendency of group and institutional organizations is to look
away from the common ground and to concentrate on divisive and
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explosive issues. This is because the belligerent and aggressive im-
pulses in us are far more effectively stimulated in our western culture
than the impulses making for co-operation and understanding. Yet
everywhere there is evidence that some men and women are begin-
ning to appreciate the peril to all groups and institutions of demo-
cratic lands from emphasis on that which divides us rather than on
that which unites us. We are beginning to realize that America’s
greatness is in large part due to the fact that we have overcome the
tendency of sectional groups to regard their prosperity as deriving
primarily from emphases on local advantage, and to substitute a tend-
ency to recognize that prosperity is national. We must now extend
the principle of national unity from the geographical to the social
sphere, and from the national to the world sphere. We must train our-
selves to realize that, while New York may gain some advantage in
rivalry with some other state, its main opportunities for well-being de-
rive from the hope that all will benefit. Similarly the advantage of
all the various social groups within the United States—the religious
groups, the racial groups, the economic groups, etc.—lies in common
well-being far more than it does in rivalry and competition. So also
the United States as a nation might gain at the expense of other
peoples, but can be served far better through measures which are for
the advantage of all.

This is an extremely difficult truth to inculcate. Even when we
recognize it intellectually, we do not respond to it emotionally. The
fact that a loan to Great Britain is an advantage to that country seems
to the unwary reader of a hostile editorial sure proof that the measure
is-of disadvantage to our own. ‘This conclusion is reached because
from infancy we are reared with the primitive notion that in human
relations one gains what the other loses, not realizing that usually
both parties can gain at the same time. In the United States and other
large federations the emotion of national patriotism has been substi-
tuted for local patriotism. Thus there has been some mitigation of
the sectional tendency to regard the advantage of a neighbor as neces-
sarily an evil for oneself. But our patriotism still tends to be geo-
graphical. We sing, “My country 'tis of thee”; and one of our great pa-
triots spoke of “My country, may it always be right; but right or



Three Paths to the Common Good 7

wrong, my country.” We have extended the love of native locality
to cover the whole land. But our sense of rivalry with those in the
nations differing from us is still stronger than our sense of kinship
with them. Beyond American boundaries we have developed no sense
of “one world,” either geographically or on a kinship basis.

Yet the sense of national unity, as opposed to group interest, and
the sense of world unity as opposed to international rivalry must be
developed, if humanity is to overcome the fearful trials which
threaten us. ‘

II. LONG-RANGE PLANNING

One of the ways in which we can overcome the divisive tendencies,
both on a national and a world scale, is to think in long-range terms.
Even those who fail to recognize the importance of the larger group
from the viewpoint of immediate advantage cannot help recognizing
that in the long run the broader the group whose well-being is con-
sidered, the more likely the development of advantage to all. For
example, the immediate benefits to an employer from “victory” over
a striking group of employees may be real. But if he is wise, he will

“consider whether similar “victories” by other employers (which may
well be stimulated by his) will leacl to a diminution of national pur-
chasing power and, consequently, to a loss of trade far more disas-
trous than defeat in the particular labor struggle concerned. In other
words, most “victories” in the struggles between groups (and even
between nations) are Pyrrhic, when weighed by their effects over a
sufficiently long span, the span even of a generation.

But thinking in terms of long periods is important not merely be:
cause it helps us overcome the tendency toward divisiveness; it is
equally important because it is the only type of social thinking that
can be really effective. The present is virtually determined by the
conditions of the past. If man is free to mold his life, it is only in
terms of the future. And the more distant thc future, the more free
he is to choose alternatives.

Thus in selecting a president of the United States—surely always
a decision fraught with significant: consequences to the nation and
to the world—the freedom of choice on the part of the people of the
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United States becomes continually more limited as election day ap-
proaches. Even a year before election day, possible candidates for the
office are limited in number to those who have already achieved
recognition and have developed a taste for office. If we live in a gen-
eration when many of the best minds turn to industry rather than
politics, the choice of candidates will be limited to men who are per-
haps little above mediocrity. We may regret this situation; but there
is little that we can do about it. The time to plan for effective presi-
dents is not the year before a particular election day, but a generation
before. We can train our children to the ideal of public service, to
see in the discharge of high office an opportunity to help their fellow
men. This will at once draw into public office men of real gifts, and
will tend to make these men, when selected to office, better office-
holders. But the effect of such inculcation will not be realized for
‘many a year, when the children. now in the primary grades attain
the age fitting them for public service. '

Similarly, the time to prevent bloody conflict is not on the eve of
the outbreak of war, when a whole generation of misguided and mis-
taken policy has led inevitably to an impasse between nations. On
December 7, 1941, America had virtually no alternative to war with
the Axis. It is probable that its alternatives had actually been destroyed
a number of years before. But certainly there was a time in the genera-
tion which preceded Pearl Harbor: when war could have been avoided.
Unfortunately, at each step in the Jong period between the wars, we
were improvising in terms of the immediate situation, not looking
ahead sufficiently to prevent ultimate catastrophe. _

The tendency to court. disaster by failing to look sufficiently far
ahead is emphasized by the shortness of human life, and the even
shorter terms of office for responsible positions. Hezekiah, warned by
the far-seeing Prophet that the kings of Babylonia whom he was
encouraging were destined to ruin Judea, replied naively, “Good is
the word of the Lord which thou hast spoken . . . Is it not so, if peace

“and truth shall be in my days” (II Kings 20. 19) Undoubtcdly many
leaders, perhaps less candid than Hezekiah, have steeled themselves
against disaster, prowded thcy felt certain it would not come in thelr
own time.



’

Three Paths to the Common Good 9

One of the difficulties in planning the immediate future'is that
the nearer we approach a crisis, the smaller the difference between
the alternatives still open. Issues which must be decided with a view to
crises already upon us never take the form of white and black: they
are always different shades of gray, and people cannot generally agree
as to which is the lighter and which the darker shade. But in long-
range planning, we are emotionally less affected, and at the same
time the differences between the warious policies are far more clear.

Some time ago, a group in the Conference on Science, Philosophy,
and Religion—in fact, Professors Lyman Bryson, F. Ernest John-
son, R. M. Maclver, and I—worked out a questionnaire for. about two
hundred persons, asking what kind of world they would like to see
emerge within twenty-five years. The unanimity in the replies was
impressive and interesting. But how little unanimity there would
have been in the same group, if our questmnnam: had dealt thh
issues of tomorrow or the next day!

Sometimes we can appreciate large situations from the analogy of
comparatively limited ones. The point I am making about the im-
portance of long-range views in social thinking is illustrated, I
believe, by my own experience as president of the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America. It may be supposed that the chief executive
officer of such an institution would exert a great influence on its
immediate affairs. Actually there is little that a president of this
Seminary can do to affect its decisions in his own time. The Seminary
_is today far more under the influence of my predecessors, Sabato

Morais, Solomon Schechter, and Cyrus Adler, than my own. They
chose the place where it is located; they selected most of the members
of its present faculty; most of the alumni were trained by them,
and they drew most of the lay Board of Directors into our work. In
making these decisions, they set the pattern for the Seminary as it
operates today. Whatever contribution I can make to the institution
may become apparent a generation from now, when the men now
being trained at the Seminary are its distinguished alumni, when
* new members of the faculty, now being selected, are its teachers,
and when the laymen whom I may have influenced are guarding
its material interests.
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We utilize our gifts to the greatest advantage if we ourselves and
our children have a vivid picture of the future, recognize that suf-
ferings of the future generations will be as real as ours, and try to
alleviate the ills of the body politic in the coming 'years. This fact
must be stressed because we belong to an impatient generation with
little time to think of the future, which cannot believe that there is
little it can do to affect the disasters of the present. The best we can
do with regard to the sufferings of the moment is to find palliatives;
the therapies for human ills can be discovered only if we are willing
to be patiesit and plan for a distant time.

Even the Prophets of Israel, inspired geniuses, were virtually
without effect on the flux of events in their own time. Their effective-
ness must be measured not in terms of the acceptance of their message
by contemporaries, such as the Kings of Judah and Israel, but in the
influence the Prophets may have exerted on future generations.
Isaiah did not succeed in dissuading Ahaz from his disastrous
foreign policy; but Isaiah has made a whole series of generations
more keenly aware of the reality of the moral law and the reality

of God.

III. THE SPIRITUAL LIFE

Perhaps the main reason we find it so difficult to think in terms
of world needs and of the long-range future, is that for several gen-
erations we have been moving away from recognition of the im-
portance of the spiritual in human affairs, and have let it be ob-
scured by emphasis on the physical and material. An especially vivid
imagination is needed to appreciate the truth that human goods
are more effectively obtained by «o-operation than by conflict.

But as men develop an understanding of their own spiritual
nature, the importance-of the common interest and of the distant
future is more easily appreciated. The habit of thinking in terms of
spiritual goods, frees us from subservience to the present and to the
proximate. The training of men’s minds and spirits cannot be effected
overnight. The advancement of human knowledge is a matter re-
quiring long planning. It is no accident that of all aspects of human
life, those least limited by group, national, or institutional considera-
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tions are involved in the pursuit of truth, in the arts, and in religious
thinking.

The history of civilization may be viewed as an effort by man to
free himself from bondage to material concerns. Primitive man re-
gards the immortal element in himself as a “shade” or “ghost,”
form of being resembling his material body, but not quite as rcal'.'
He regards the intangibility of his spirit as a deficiency, which more
than offsets its immortality. Men took many generations to conclude
that, if man has a spirit, it must be far more important than the body;
because the spirit and not the body gives man meaning. Yet even
today after twenty centuries of emphasis on the spiritual nature of
man and the immortality of his soul, the use of the term, “ghost,” for
the spirit of the dead reminds us of the primitive tendency to regard
the body as in some way superior to the spirit.

Our difficulty in appreciating the nature of the human spirit is
of a piece with that which confronts us in thinking of the whole
realm of the spiritual world. It is comparatively easy to make men
aware of human suffering from famine; but it is difficult to make
them as keenly aware of the widespread suffering caused by lack of
knowledge. We may be able to persuade our fellow countrymen of
the urgent importance of fe¢ding the starving of Europe and Asia,
and of denying ourselves some food to save lives. But it seems more
difficult to persuade ourselves that both we and the rest of the
world are facing disaster for failure to meet the challenging need
of our time for better men. Many proposals are now being made to
train men to increase our war potential in terms of industrial and
scientific research. It is difficult to find any suggestion_that men
should be trained to increase our peace potential in terms of more
capable and more understanding peacemakers, educators, philoso
phers, and human beings. But the urgent need of the hour is not so
much a superatomic bomb or a faster plane as men able to guide-
mankind from the morass where the solution to all problems must
lie in self-destruction. '

The one way to make men spiritually minded is for some of us to
attain to that state ourselves. If we can persuade ourselves not only
intellectually, but also emotionally, that the human spirit and spiritual
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values are the truly important aspects of life, we will find others to
follow that concept. We will be able to make our fellow citizens, and
our fellow men of other nations, realize that interest in material things:
divides mankind, while interest in spiritual things unites them. This
is natural, for of material things there is a limited supply to meet an
unlimited need, while to spiritual things there can be no limit, for
we create them ourselves. There is an infinite amount of knowledge
to be attained; there is an infinite number of good deeds to be per-

.formed; man has infinite potentialities for creation in esthetics and
literature. When men seem to be divided because of spiritual issues,
we may be sure that the real source of division is the hunger for
power or prestige, and that the issues of the spiritual life are being
used to conceal an urge for unspiritual ends. The wars of religion
themselves were fought for unreligious ends; men are not divided
but united by the goals of serving God.

'The problem of building a secure civilization thus resolves it-
self into a consideration of three neglected aspects of human life in
our day. We must reorient ourselves to think of the good of the
whole as not only more important than the good of the part, but as
in itself the only real good the part can enjoy. We must discover how
men may become as passionate about future goods as they are about
these of immediate concern. We must train ourselves to be more
concerned about the spiritual welfare of man, than about his physical
welfare; for, if man’s spiritual problems are solved, the physical ones
will be solved. But if man concentrates on mattnal problems, he
will endanger his material existenice and lose his spiritual life.

Civilization for the future may well depend on the extent to which
we can free ourselves from concern with the matters which appear
to be most urgent—the problems of today, the problems of our special
groups, and the problems of the material world—so that we may

- give ourselves to the fundamental matters now overlooked—the
problems of tomorrow, the problems of the whole race, and the prob-
lems of the spiritual life.



OFF THE RECORD -2
THEME AND VARIATION

Professor Louis Finkelstein, president of the Jewish Theological
Semiﬁﬁ???“fgnﬁ?eaqiﬁéﬁfhe lance TOr Professtr Maetvery. Ageprding to my
goag_fyieng"anq_gg;mprqggggsggge ‘MacIver is a scholar, & gentlemah <~

A~ 4 PR TS Pa T S B RA LTy X s ago MacIver was awarded the Semi-
nary's honorary title of Doctor of Letters and he is connected with
the Institute of Religious and Social Studies sponsored by the Semina-
ry. If the charges that have been levelled against Maclver by various
writers have any basis, then the Seminary and its president are some-
what on the spot. '

Professor Finkelstein cites a book by Maclver, "The More Perfect
Union™, as proof that Maclver is not an advocate of assimilation. We
are satisfied that Professor MacIver's report on the Jewish defense
agenciles proves beyond a shadow of a doubt that he is in favor of as-
similation and not just of "integration". Maclver even takes issue
with the American Jewish Committee over its credo that "the American
Jew can lead a full Jewish life as an integrated Américan'". Maclver
objects if a "full Jewish life™ means more than religion, Maclver has
no.objections to ideologies per se, They are a pretty good thing, but
they lead to "exclusiveness", If you are opposed to intermarriage, ac-
cording to Maclver, pleasant social relations become rather difficult.

P;ofessor Finkelstein differentiates between assimilation and in-
tegration., We would be indebted to him if he drew the line of demarca-

tion more clearly. When does integration end and when does assimila=
tion begin? :
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One

SUGGESTED POFTIONS OF LF'S BCOKS TO EEAD (IN ORDER OF IMPORIANCE)

1)The Jows (their History, Cultube, anmd Feligion) 2 volumes, Happers, 1949

anbrole 0 Jiowdan \ Bood the "Prefatory Letter” xiii to xviii; "Foremerd" xxi t& xxxiii
pnoak  govtaed 'F(""‘
of Ll Juniin e especially in the Appendix 29 questions (pp. 1391-97) on Judeiam

and the Jews and answers which gppear in Finkelstein's oen article

-Also note article by Finkelstein on "The Jewish Feligion:Its Belisfs amd
Practices" (pp. 1327 to 1389)

2)Ths Pharisees, “hé Sociologicel Backgroum of Their Faith; Jewish Publicat-
iog Socxety of fmgrica; 1946; 2 volumes

Real "Foreward to First Ed1tnon" end"Foreward to Secomd .ud.lt ion", pp. ix to
xxxiv ; _

—Note [ChmniA kb CRaT6nts e, I Taobos e Al Blesitags; Vol 2t pp. 570 £f.

3)Akiha: Scholar, Seint, & Martyr; Covici-Friede Publishers, 1936
Feal Forward: pp. iX to xxiv

4)The Eternal Ligk_lil by Morton Wishengred; Crown Publishers; 1947
/\ 'Eead Forward by “inkelstein; wii tox

5)Note publications of The Instltuta for 'Rallgloua ard Social Studies,
particularly

"Unity- end Difference in American Li fo"; Editor: B. M. LiacEkver
Three Paths to the Common Good by L. Finkelstein, pp 5 ££f.

"WellSprings of the Amerigen Spirit"; Editor; ¥. Ermest Johnson
The Ideal 6f Religious Liberty (A Jewish View) by L. Finkelstein. pp 87 ff
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= three

Coeval wit_h f-his categori.aa?. imperati?a which impels contimustion of
the_Ja*fqiah §nterpr_isa is his cherishing the fact that the Jews havs mad_e
extraorddnary contributions to civilization, and thet by virtue of their
history, their ideels, an& ebowe all their "chosenness", these cont ributions

must be coamtinued end proliferated (the Jewish ™mission”).

THE JEWS $p. xxi): "In this short spen of time, the uzﬁertakin; ini tiated
by the Pat riarchs &nd early prophets ha.ét developed trends in civilizatien, whic?h,
it is genaraliy agre_ed, contain whatever is hopeful for the dgstiny of men.
Beginning with the promise of a Messienic sge, thr;ise trends ars perhaps the chief

visible‘instruments for its atteimmentz..."

THE PHARISERES (iz): "The Pharisees constituted a réligi oms Grderl of
singular_ influence in the history of civilization..s.am {hroaigh their _inf‘lflﬁence
in the preservat ionz and advancement of lsarming, it has become the cormerstone
of mode_rn civilization. (Ipflvar}ca meuntiored on p. xiii, detailed iﬁ the 2 _voluna s)
wsoPharisess (ix) considéred themselves teachers of Israel alome; they =were
destined to become mentors of menkind..."

AKIBA (i:_;):”ln pur own gensration special interest attachss t;: Akiba as one
of t'?ha builders of civilization. His specific teachéigs have, naturally, exerged
their profoundest influence on the development of Judehsm. Wherever 'Jewia‘l
treditions am studied and obssrved, ABKba's decisions and doctrines are recog-
nizac_i amd euthoritative., "But in a wider sense, the contour of western thought
generally has been affected by his philosophy..."(p. x: The careful student wi.ll
soon rcognize the close reletionship between Spinoza's Amor dei Intellecutalis and
Akiba's te_achingaﬁlthatqworship_is an exptession of love, arml that study is the

highest form of worship...")



ON ORGANIZATION: (Pharisees, pp 572 ff)
T\

"Yet there were two lessons which they learned from the Greeks:
the strength inherent in organizatlon and thevzdue offormulated EprEdREEX
doctrines. ..They understood at last why thelr priedecessors had made such
little headway in soreading their teachings among the people. The
prophetic party had n=sver been a varty in the true sende of the word. It
had had the advantages of truth, reason, vlety, and determinztion. It had
oroduced wise leaders, cavable thinkers, eloquent orators, and gifted
writers. But that was not enough, It had lacked fund-mental requtsties ,
for human victory - numbers, wealth, and organization., The first two <
were bayond 1ts power to secure; but why could not the third be provided?~>
.e XREXIABXUMPEXBAXEEXAXAX DB X XX X

(NOTE: The "Americgn Assembly" which Elmenhower founded-at
Columbia Univ. was suggested to him by Finkelstein. At a convention
of the National Vomen' s League in Nov. 1950 in Minneapolis, Finkelstein
proposed that a Jewish Assembly be formed along similar lines, but to
deal specifically with Jewlsh probl=ms and the Jewic¢h contribution to
U.S. democrzcy, etc, THE NOTIONS @ THESE ASSEMB.IES ARE DERIVED FROM
op. 576, The Fharisees:

"In order to carry out this program Simson convozed » "Great
Assembly" similar to that which had met on Mt C-rmel in the days of Ahab
and E1ijah, Such importance howevver attached to the decisions of this
Assembly that it became known in later Jewish'historz;s XKg "THE Great
Assembly" (Knesset Ha-Gedolah) par excellence.

"And indeed the measures which the Assembly took were ofa most
revolutionary nature. The most important of them was the admission of the
plebeian scholars into the GERIOUSA or Governing Cotincil of the community.
For a suitab2 parallel to this revolutionary changes, which thkaxwas the
first step in the transformation of Judaism from an aristoeracy into
a sophocraey, or government of the learned, we must turn to the admission
of the Commons into Parli-ment by Simon de Montfort in 1265, The traditia
which derived from the earliest days of Israelite settlement in
Pagdstine wepe broken down; the rights which h-d bemen vested solely in
ths "heads of the familiies" and tie "elders' or Bheiks of the clans,
were to be shared by them with men 6f learning, ho might be smiths,
carpenters, or traders...."
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I belisve we cen best understandvl-F in terms of his idee fixze (which
most men,certainly svery worthwhile leeder must have). That idee fixe in its
simplest terms is that of the Jews being a Chosen People (see hs Jews, pp. xxix:
"Tha prophéts hoped thatl the Jewish people, as a kingdom of.‘ p;'iaats, wozld
consist of indiwidueal servemts of God, amd elso, like other groups, be in totality,
& canposite servant'.) '

This choaxnness as & servent of God is his and his people's categorical
imperatéve. (ibid; i.\.p.'1342: "The pecple to'whnm_this revelation was male was
thé peopls of lsraei, of which only & remmnent nos survives, knoin as the Je'\_m.ish
peopls. Lre fact that the people of Israsl received the Lew and heard the prophets
does not, according to dewish teaching endow them with any exclusive privileges.
But it does plece upon them special responsibilities...to observe the Law, to s

study it, to explain it, and to be its unwavering exponsnt ses.")



" FROM AN ANGLO-JEVISH COLUMNIST

FLASH:

A psrsistent rumor has it that the present Amerlican attitude toward
Palestine was somewhat influenced by the content of a cofifidential
mémofandum filed bv the 1l=2te Wendell Vilkie...The memoranddm is said

to contain a report of conversations on Zionism with Dr., Louls Finkelstéén
and others, who, several years ago, met with Mr, Wilkie a3t the home of
Arthur Hays Pulsberger of the Hew York Times...®*his anti-Zionist

document is the Bible of the anti-vart tionists &n the U.S. Governsment.

Sk Een gain ITS s of dilebrs o @t mn LE'S Jowws- foee
APPROSGH TO CHRISTIANS W™ ~Srowsw '

For a time was violsntly attacked for his overtures to Christian
clergv, Neo-Brthodox Jews led the attack. Pzrticularly vitrlolic was
Dr, (Mrs,) Trude Velss Rosmarin, editor of the Jewish Spectator, who
once wrote an d4ditorial in her magazine, later repriknted in the
orthodox Yid@ish daily, the Jewish Morning Jour=mal, in which she
charged that a Christian minister violated the sanctity of the Seminary
by reciting Before a luncheon a Christian blessing replete with
Christian dogma. Story ls that Trude 1s bitter with Finkelsté&én

because her husband, a medicore writer-scholar, was refused admission

to the Seminary as a rabbinical student.
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FR0OM: COFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
Jewish Theological Seminary
3080 Broadway, New York 27, N. Y.
Riverside 9-8000

FOR RELEASE: MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1952

Excerpts of Address by I'r. ALAN M. STROCCK,

Chairman, Board of Lirectors, Jewish Theological Seminary of America
Delivered at Seminary Convocation, 4 P.M., Sunday, Sept. 14, 1952

at the Juilliard Concert Hall, New York City

The Jewlsh Theological Seminary of America approaches the College
cf Jewish Music and the Cantors Institute with a two-fold purpose, in
consonance with its views on the dual aspect of- Judaism. Insofar as.
Judaism addresses the individual Jew, and insofar as this institution

exists today for the prime purpose of elevating the spiritual sigkts
of our American Jewish community, the Seminary will devote its re-
sources and abilities toward developing the great tradition of Jewiah
rusiec and training cantors for serv1ce to our peoplesses

The second gulding purvose of the Seminary in establishing these
schools will be To communicate, through the medium of music, the
spiritual truths inherent in Judaism to America and to the world, As
an American institution, the Seminary will endeavor to convey these
truths in terms of the American tradition, striving in every way to
give expression to the fundamental American beliefs in justice, human
freedom and in human brotherhood.

We regard the mission of the Seminary as being manifold. Among
our aims is a deeper and deeper understanding of the Jewish tradition.
Even as we search into our past to discover wisdom for our times,
inevitably we find that this reservoir of moral values has cogency not
for one man or one people, but for all peoples. Our task then becomes
clearer: we must unceasingly search out ways in which these splritual
insights can have immediate meaning for all of mankindeees

The one thread that runs through every aspect of Seminary policy,
as it has been followed since the days of Solomon Schéchter, has been
to seek the highest standards of service and achievement, in the
particular field to which we are dedicatedsseo Our intention is that
in their own field, The Cantors Institute and The College of Jewish
lusic shall be as outstanding as The Jewish Museum, The Eternsl Light,
the great focal schools of the Seminary, and its magnificent Library
are in their fields. In no department of the Seminary will we follow
the false standards of quantity, but everywhere we will seek to
dgchieve authenticity, profundity, and improved standards.

(MORE)
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Many individuals and groups are at work today endeavoring to

ralise the level of Jewish music and to bring about what has been termed

"a renaissance" of Jewish music. Through the establishment of The
Seminary College of Jewish Music and The Cantors Institute, the Beme
inary hopes to give impetus and inspiration to this movement. The"
distinguished faculty, under the direction of Dr, Max J. Routtenberg,
Executive Vice-President of the Seminary, and Dr. Hugo Weisgall, the
noted conductor and composer, will be given every encouragement to
make their contributions to the musical fields A Music Library has
been established as a part of the Seminary Library, and its resources
are avallable to the public. As years go by, courses will be offered
to directors of choirs, singers, teachers of musle, musiciens and
composers == to all those imbued with a love for music and for Jud-
aism who wish to partake of speclalized knowledge and training,

# #



FROM: OFFICE QOF PUBLIC INFORMATION

Jewish Theological Seminary of America
3080 Broadway, New York 27, N.Y.
Riverside Q—QOQO' '

FOR RELEASE: MONDAY, SEPT, 15, 1952

The Seminary College of Jewish Music and The Cantors
Institute, the first institutions of Jewish music to be founded in
America authorized to grant academic degrees, were formally inaugu-

rated yesterday (SUNDAY, SEPT. 14, 4:00 P.M.) at a Convocation which

opened the 66th academic year of The Jewish Theological Seminary of
America., More than 1,000 persons, including a number of distinguished
musiclans, composers, conductors and cantors, attended the exercises
which were held at The Juillisrd Concert Haii, 120 Claremont
Avenue, New York, ‘

Declaring that the establishment of a school for cantors
had been contemplated since 1902, when the Seminary was first em-

powered to confer the degree of hazan (cantor), Alan M. Stroock,

Cheirman of the Board of Directors of the Seminary, sald that the
two new institutions have been founded with "a two-fold purpose, in
consonance with the Seminary's views on the dual aspect of Judalsm.
Insofar as Judaism addfesses the individual Jew, and insofar as

this Institution exists today fqr the prime_purpose of elevating
the spirituel sights of our American Jewish community," Mr. Stroock
stated, "the Seminary will devote its resources and abilities toward
develbping the great tradition of Jewish music and trainiﬁg cantors
for service to our people. The second purpose," he continued,
"shall be to communicate, through the medium of music, the spiritual
truths inherent in Judaism to America. and to the world. As an
American institution, the Seminary wili endeavor to convey these

(MORE)
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_truths in terms of the American tradition, striving in every way to
give expression to the fundamental American beliefs in justice,
human freedom and in human brotherhood."

The Seminary's 1nteﬁti§n in founding the two schools, Mr,.
Stroock concluded, is that "The Cantors Institute and The College of
Jewish Music shall be as outstanding iﬁ their own field ss The Jewish
Museum, The Eternal Light radio program, the great focal schools of
the Seminary and its magnificent Library are in thelr fields. In no
department of the Seminary will we follow the false standards of
quantity, but everywhere we ﬁill seek to achieve authenticity, pro-
fundity and improved standards,"
| Myron F;hstar of Mt., Kisco, N.Y., a student of the Seminary's
Rabbinical School, was ordained as "Rabbi, Teachgr and Preacher" at
the exercises. Dr. Simon Greenberg, Vice~Chancellor of the Seminary,
conferred the degree of Doctor of Hebrew Literature, in course, upon
three Seminéry graduﬁtes: Rabbi .Edward T. Sandrow, spirltual leader
of Temple Beth El, Cedarhurst, L.I.; Rabbi Hillel Silverman, now
serving as a chaplain with the U.S. Marine Corps at Parris Island,
S.C.; and Rabbi Morris Silverﬁan, o iritual leader of Emanuel
Synagogue, Hartford, Comn., father of Chaplain Silverman,

' A certificate of appreclation was presented to The Cantors
Aésambly of The United Synagogue of America by the Seminary, in
recognition of that organizatlion's efforte in helping to establish

' Louls Chancellor of the Semiaary,
the two new schools. Dr./Finkelstein/innounced that Cantor David
Putterman, Executive Vice President of The Cantors Assembly, has
-contributed his personal collection of over 200 rare works of
synagogue music to the Seminary Library, in memory of his father,
Tarael M. Putterman.. . ' |

A citation was also presented to participants in the

(MORE)
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American delegation to the recent convocation called by the Seminary
in Jerusalem, at which an honprary degree was conferred upSn Prime
‘Minister David Ben-Gurion. _

Dr. Hugo Weisgall, Chairman of the Faculty of The Seminary

- College of Jewish Mﬁsic and The Cantors Institute, arranged and con-
ductedla ﬂﬁsical program at yesterday's ceremonies. Rabbi Bernard
Segal, Executive Vice-President of the Seminary, delivered the
Invocation. Former Federal Judge Simon H. Rifkind, Chairman of the
Executive Committee of ﬁhe Seminary, presided;

The Cantors Institute, which will open its first Fal semester
on October 1, offers a six-year course leading to the degree of Bach=
elor of Sacred Music, The Seminary College of Jewlsh Musie, which
will be opened in the near future, will offef adveanced training in
Jewish music, leading to the degrees of Master of Sacred Music and
Doctor of Sacred Music. Dr. Max J. Routtenberg, Executive Vice-
President of the Seminary, is director of both schools.

At a luncheon held at the Seminary before the Convocation
exerclses, a group of over 150 members of the National Planning ad
Campaign Committee heard Dr, Finkelstein report on his recent visit
to Israel and Europe, The luncheon was the climax of a series of
meetings which began on Saturday evening (Sept. 13) and which were
dewotea to planning the structure of the 1952-53 maintenance cam-
paign of the Seminary , the United Synagogue and the Rabbinical
Assembly of America. Daniel G. Ross, Chairmen of the Committée,
presided at these dessions which featured reports by Joel W.
Schenker, Co-Chairmsn of the Committee and Rabbi Harry ﬂalpern,
Chairman of the Rabbinic Cabinet of the Seminary.

| #



NEWG | HE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA

3080 BROADWAY. NEW YOREK 27. N. Y. + RIVERSIDE 9-8000

FOR RELEASES MONDAY_,- DECEMBER 29TH -

The function of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America
as an spirituél inspiration to Americans df all fai’f:-hs,- and as the
adopted spiritual alma mater to millions of American Jews was dis=
cussed yesterday by Daniel Ge Ross, membe;r' of the Board of Directors
of the Seminary and Chairman of its National Planning ‘and Canpaign
Committees im his report to the annual meéting of the Seminary* s
Board of Overseers, delivered at the annual meeting of that group,
helc.!. yesterday (SUNDAY , DECEMBER 28th) at 3080 Broadway.

"Just as the individual rabbi endeavors to interpret the
great morai and ethical truths of the ages in ferms that apply to
the everyday lives of-ﬁis'congregants," said Mr. Ross, "so the
Sémihary must find a way to‘ express these same principles in a
form which will provide-spiritual inspirat_ion to Jews, and will :
help Americans of all faiths to attain the moral insights which our
countzjfis present position of world e adership demands of them."

Mre .Ross expil:ained that to enable the Seminary to fulfill this.function,
the National Planning and Campaign Committee must successfully carry
out its 1952-53 annual maintenance drive for $2,343,000 on behalf of
the Seminary, the United Synagogué of America, and the Rabbinical
Assembly.'_

Such Seminary projects as. the Conference on the Bible
and Democracy, to-be held in Miami from February 6th through 8th;
‘the Eternal Light,' award-winning radio program, the .recent television

M ORE



series on N3C's Frontiers of Taith, and the unique Institute for
- Religious and Soéial Studies, Mr. Ross stressed, are to be regarded
as experiments in teclmiques for fulfilling this overall function,.

Mr, Ross also emphasized the importance of the Seminary's
year to year program, since in its direct teaching relationship to .
the 1600 young people who comprise the p}ésent peak registration in
the Semiha_’ry schools, it has what is ultimately its best opportunity
to provide spiritual guidance for American Judaism. . In discussing
tﬁe new needs of the Seminary, including the necessity for bridges |
of understanding between the two great centers of Judaism in the
world today, Mre Ross secured the endorsement of the Board of
Overseers for a proposal adopted at a recent convention of the
United Synagozue of America to establish in Israel a residence hall,
or Pnimiz. ah. This project, previously endorsed by the Rabbinical
A-sserhbly, and by the Board of Directors and the Faculty of the
Seminary, will serve as a religious and cultural center in Israel
for Seminary alumni and visiting professors, as well as for gifted
students whom the Seminary Faculty might reccomend for a year of
study abroad.

Morton Pepper, New York attorney, pm;ided at yesterday's
meeting in the absence of U,S. Senator Herbert H. Lehman, Ghainnén
of the Board of Overseers of the Seminary. More than 60 members,

from all sections of the country, attended the meeting.

L

December 28, 1952
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3080 BROADWAY. NEW YORK 27, N. Y. - RIVERSIDE 9-80080

FOR RELEASE: FRIDAY, DEC. 19, 1952

An original twelfth century mﬁnuscript written in his:
own hand by Moses: Maimcnides, celebrated:medieval philosopher,.
codifier and physician, has béenldiscovpred~in-the-Library of -
The Jewish Theolbgiﬁal Seminary of America, 3080 Broadway, New
York City, by Dr, Shraga Rbramson,_ﬁssociate Professor of Talmud
at the Seminary, according to_Dr.wLouis-Finkelstein,.Chancellor
of.the Seminary. The precious ﬁanuécript,.written probably
during-ﬁhe third: quarter of the twelfth cenﬁury,_had'been stored
in the.Rare Book ﬁoom of the:Library since 1923, in a box
containing fragments of miscellaneous unidentified manuscripts,.
- Dr, Abramson, who last year discovéred'twenty héretofora
Mlost" books written by Jewish sages who lived during the tenth
and eleventh centuries, was able to ident;fy_the Maimonides
manuscript through his knowledge of Arable, his familiarity with
Jewish lore and his_unusual'photographic mémory.. The newlye
identified manuscript is written.in Arsbic words spelled with
Hebrew 1etter$, on two.aidaa of a papef leaf'measgring
approximately 6“34". The document is a fragment of Maimonides!

‘commentary on the Ifishnah Baba Batra,. a aection-of the Jewish_

legal code dealing with ¢ivil laws, The manusbript,”which has
ragged upper and lower edges, but is'othérﬁise in éood conditioh,
deals specifically-with-regulations-ccncerning the sale of .

| (MORE)
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- commoditles and is belleved to be the author's final and
authoritative version, According to Dr, Abramson, Maimonides
probably wrote the documgnt in Egypt while he was serving as
physiciaﬁ to the potentates of the land and as head of the Jewish
communities of the country.

This latest finding bringé the Seminﬁry Library's holdings
of authentic Maimonides! writings, in his own hand, to eight, the
largest collection of 1ts kind in the world. The most famous of
all Jewish scholars of the Middle Ages, Maimonides, who was born
in Spain in the vear 1135 and died in 1204, is today best known

for his masterwork, Guide %o the Perplexed.

The unique Maimonides discovery comes on the heels of two
other important identifications by Dr. Abramson. Browsing among
the masses of ancient, still unidentified fragments in the Seminary
Library, ﬁr. Abramson collected ten separate leaves written by
various scribes which happensed to matech two heretofore unidentified
leaves stored in the 1library of Cambridge University, England,
Putting his original findings together with photostatic copiles of
the Cambridge holdings, Dr. Abramson discovered another "lost"
book written by Rab Hal Gaon, an eminent Jewish scholar who died
in Babylonia (Iraq) in the year 1038, The newly-identified manu-
script, a compendium of Jewish law, haslbeen known for centuriles
only by its title, "The Knowledgs of the Judges, " but né copy
has been known to exist. The leaves which Dr, Abramson identified
were copled by unknown scribes who lived no later than the
_twelfth century. The language used is Arablec, although Hebrew
letters are used to spell the Arabic words. The sections dis-
covered outline the qualifications for Jewish Jjudges of the time,

mothods of conducting a court trial, ways in which a Judge-?ay j
' MORE
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render his decisions, and relations between Jewish and non-Jewish
courts;
The third in the series of Dr, Abramson's latalst_discoveries
is a get of fifteen responsa (legal opinions) made by Rabbi Isaac
Alfasi, famed scholar who died in Spain in the year 1103. Rabbi

Alfasi was the author of the important compendium of Jewish law,

Hilkot Ha'rif, which even today is an indispensable part of the
studies of rabbinic scholérs. These responsa, some of which were
previously coﬁpietéiy.unknogn; are written in Arabic with Hebrew
characters. They concern Alfasi's explanations of the Talmud and
decisions in Jewisﬁllaw.

The age-eaten‘laaves and manuseripts Dr. Abramson has now
identified were pfeserved throughout the centuriés in the hot, dry
climate of Egypt. Mindful of the Talmudic injunction against
destroying sacred books, the Jews of ancient Cairo deposited their
worn-out religious texts and ménuscripts in the genizah (secret
hiding place) of their syhagogue. This room was sealed after each
deposit and it was not until the last decade of the nineteenth cen-
. tury that the hidden mass of learning was discovered. The late
Dr, Elkan Adler, noted bibliophile, was granted permission to take
two éacks of these ffagménﬁs from the genizah in 1896. When the
Seminary, in turn, acquired his library in 1923, the fragments were
a part of the sale. Dr. Alexander Mérx;'Director of Libraries
of the Seminéry and a ‘Wworld-famous hiétorian and bibliographer, as
well as many.other-Hebfew sbholaré, were successful in idéntifying
a great many of the_assorted-leavea; but it was not until the
arrival from Israel two ﬁears ago of Dr., Abramson, with his special

(MORE)
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knowledge of Arabic, that a considerable number of fragments
could even belread or otherwise 1ldentified. He estimates
that thousands of unidentified leaves still remain to be
sifted through,fbut is unwilling to predict what additioﬁal

treasures he may find,



: NEWS | THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA

3090 BROADWAY, NEW YORE 27. M. Y. + RIVERSIDE 8-s000

FOR'IMMEDIATE RELEASE |

NEW YORK, Auge 6 = - Dr, Louis Finkelstein, Chancellor of The
'JBWi§§ Theological Seminary of Aﬁefica, announced today the
.appéigfﬁents 6f'ny Moshe Dé#is; Provost of the Seminary, es
Assistant Professor of American Jewish History and of Dr.
Judah Goldin, Dean; Teachers Institute and Seminary College of
Jewish Studies, as Reader-in'Midrﬁsh (rabbinic_commentary on—
the Bible) in'ﬁhe Rabbinical Schcol of the Seﬁinarya

Notéd-as an authority'on Arericen Jewish History and as
a 1eadér in cultural and-educational.acfivities, Df. Davis was
formerlyﬂlectqrer in American Jewish History-at the Seminarye.
Prior to his appointment as Provosf in October, 1951, Dr. Davis
had served for six years . as Dean dflthe_Teacﬁers Iﬁstitute and
Seminary'ﬂollege of Jewish Studies; .He 1is g member of the
Executive.Counbii of the American Jeﬁish Historical Society and
chairman of its Terbéntenary Committee. (The 300th ann;varsary.-
of -the arrival of the Jews in the United States will be a-nation—
wide celebration in 1954), K |

Dr. Davis is-author of the Hebrew volume, The Shaping of

American Judaism, for-which he received the Louis LalMed Award in

Hebrew Literature, and of the monbgraph, Jewish Religious Life

and Institutions'gg America. (A Hebrew version of this work will

be published in Israel this month).
! (MORE)
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-Dre dJudah Goldiﬁ, Assoclate Professor of Agada at the
Teachers Institute, is a distinguished lecturer and writer. -

His study, The Period of the Talmud, appeared in The Jews: Thelir

History, Culture, and Religion. He is the author of The Two

Versions of Abot de Rabbi Nathan; Hillel the Elder; Patterns of

Belief in lModern Literature; The Gontemporanz.Jew and His Judaism;

and Abot de Rabbi Nathan., Dr. Goldin is a member of the Board

of Contributing Editors ci' the Reconstructiocnist end Conservative

Judaisme

Before assuming his duties at the Seminary, Dr, Goldin was
Associate Professor of Religion at the étate University of Iowa
and visiting Associate Professor of Jewish Literature and ﬁistory

at Duke University.
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"JEWISH RELIGIOUS LIFE AND INSTITUTIONS IN AMERICAY, by MOSHE DAVIS
- (New Hebrew Volume on Americen Judaismi
Massadah Publishing House, Tel Aviv: 1953%
Recent events have emphasized the necessity of strengthen-
ing the links between the United States and Israel., Much of the
'"¢raditional friendship' has been found less than ﬁdequhte when
put to the test, and the lack of understanding of Israel's prob-
lems among certain high American quarters have in turn been<;ié§ed
up by certain factions inside Israel itself. Any contribution to
matual understanding is therefore to be welcomed ; whether it
‘brings the unlqua nature of Israel's struggles before th; ;;arlcan )
public or the complexity of American life before the Jews .of Israel.
The publication by the Maséadah'Publishing House, Tel Aviv,

of Dr. Moshe Davis! Darkei Ha-yshadut Be-Amerika (Jewish Religious

Life and Institutions in Ameriéa) 1s therefore an event of impor-
tance for both countries. Dr, Moshe Davis is Provost and Assis-
tant Professor of American Jewish History at The Jewish Theological
Seminary of America. His cultural contribution will be equally
welcome in Israel and among Hebrew=speaking circles in the United
States, which will doubtless acclaim its comprehensive account of
the éevelopment of Jewish religious life in America,

Dr. Davis states that the main and characteristic trend of
the American Jewish community is towards social integration in
American life, whiie maintaining a religious and cultural identity.
The spiritual life of United States Jewry, in all its varied mani=-
festations forms the subject of this book, which outlines the
questions, doubts and hopes of the Jewish community.

(MORE)

mAmerican Representative' S. Rabinowitz Book Store, 30 Canal Street,
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It begins in the cﬂlonial period and traces the various
branchings of Judaism during the nineteenth century, culminating
in the main threefold division into orthodox, conservative and re-
form, At the same time, it does not restrict itself to the narrow
religious issues but describes the achlevements of these movements
in cultural, humanitarian and social spheres, including the part
they played in the struggle against discrimination. Individual
problems are also discussed, especially the difficulties of smaller
towns being in constant contact with the central organization.

‘Particular attention is paid to the influence of Zionism on
American Jewish life, and its unifylng effect 1s stressed, as are
the achievements in the disseminatioﬁ of the Hebrew language and
Hebrew literature.

The book itself is attractively produced and is well illus-
trated with photographs throwing light on different faceta of
American Jewish religious 11faf A'special word must be -given
to the map design on the cover = Biblical name places in the
United States - for 1ts effectivness and taste. |

This work is a ma jor acquisition for Jewish libraries and for

Hebrew readers throughout America.
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Louis Berry

Hon. Emanuel Greenberg

Robbi Harry Halpern

Joel W. Schenker
Samuel Wolberg May 22, 1952

Dear Friend:

I am sending you herewith in abridged form the min-
utes of the April 20th Conference of the National Planning .
and Campaign Committee. We at the Seminary feel that this
meeting, which really came to grips with.the budgetary
realities of the Seminary's life, was in many ways the
most promising conference of lay leader's ever held at the
Seminary. I am sure that many of you who were able to be
with us on this occasion agree with me. To those of
you who were not able to come, I recommend these minutes
for the emphasis they give to the growing concern of lay
leaders for Torah, and for the concrete aspects of the

Seminary program.

You will see from the resolution adopted at the
Conference, that we are now engaged in an emergency campgign,
to make up current deficits id the Seminary budget: I
know that we can count on your continued support, and
on that of the community you represent, to bring this
campaign to its obJjective, and thus help ue avoid further
curtailment of the Seminary program, which is so important
to all of us.

Sincerely yours,

Nt IR e

Daniel G. Ross

goal for this year $2,130,000
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“merning session..

Excerpts from Minutes, Sixth.gpiual Conference, National
" Planning and Campaign Committee:of The Jewish Theologlcal
Seminary ol America, Ne?ciﬁ TR City. ' .

April 20, 1952 ;

MORNII SESSION

In his introductory remarks, ﬁOSnPH WOHL, Cedarhurst, N.Y. welcomed
the delegates and expressed his oplhion that 1952 would mark the year
when the Seminary came of age findnelallys This Conference, he ex- -
plained, would deal in detail with the growth of the Seminary's fund-
raising campaign through the past several years and the challenge whict
faces us in the future. The many activities of the Seminary -.among
them the Eternal Licht, the television program, the University of -
Judaism, the Institute for Socizl and Religious Studies, and the Jewi
Museum, to name & few - reflect the maturity of the Seminary in mnatioun-
al Jewish 1life today. We meet now, Mr. Wohl continued, to prove to
ourselves that we can find the wherewithal to support su~h an insti-
tution and such a diversified program. Mr. Wohl then introduced MR.
CHARLES ROSENGARTEM, Waterbury, Conn., presiding officer for the

v

Stressing in kis opening that the Seminary is truly our institution,
Mr. Rosengarten stated that the problems which he knows have beset the
Seminary in recent years would have proved completely frustrating to
men less dedicated than the leaders of the Seminary, both spiritual
and lay. He then p.coented Mr DANIESL G. ROSS, New York City, Chair-
man of the NPCC, who spolze of the preyects planned for the year on
which the Seminary was unable to embark bscause of the shortage of
funds, and ccntinued "We must plan for ever increasing activity on
the part of the Seminary, and therefore, we must raise our quota to
achigve the things we want here at the Seminary." Mr. Ross presented
an item by item accounting of Seminary budgets for the past five
years.(see chart attached) He called upon MR. ARTHUR OPPINHEIMER,

New York City, Treasurer of the Seminary, to sup lement his remarkss

Mr. Oppenhelmer vouchesd for the accuracy of the charts, and em-
rPhasized the importance of meetings such as this one. The Roard, he
explained, regards itself as the custodian of Seminavy funds, and
dispenses them in accordance with the mandates that the NPCC gives
them. He emphasized that all budgets were bases on NPCC estimates
of attainable campaign goats, and that if anyone present believed
the quotas set were not realistic, he should say so now, so that
Seminary projects could be adapted to potential Seminary income,

The floor was then opened to discussion. MR. BERVATH L., JACORS,
Philadelphia, Pa., questioned the wisdom of expandin: the Rabbinlcal
School so rapidly, and dxpressed his beliel that a shortage of Rabbils
was preferable to a surplus. MR. MAXW2ZLL ABBELL, Chicago, Ill, dis=-
agreed with Mr, Jacobs on the question of-a shortage of rabbis, He
believes that there is a dire shortage of rabbis today, and that the
emphasis of this group should be on enabling an ever larger number of
the qualified young men who apply to the Semihary to pursue their
rabbinical studies, rather than on cutting down thh number of students,
Several delegates expressed agreement with Mr. Abbell.

MR, PHILIP APRIL, York City, felt that money is avallable in
the Community for the weminary's purposes, but that the difficulty is

(MORE)



N o

in getting ite He suggested that each delegate make more personal
contacts for the Seminary, and recommended that a study be made of
some kind of Museum membership which might make that activity at
least self-supporting, :

MR. IRVING FELCHER, =2rooklyn, New York, expressed renewed amaze-
ment at the amount the Seminary accomplishes within its limited budget,
end expressed his belief that by brcadening the base of support all
quota could be raised 50%., MR. FZUBEN LEVINSON, Baltimore, Md. be-
lieved that we would confinue to have difficulty 1n broadening the
base and in inereasing individual contributions until such time as we
arz able to gear our thinking toc a mcvement rather than to an insti-.
tution. An approach coulid be made to the solution of this problem if
more emphasis were put on the activities of the United Synagogue and
the Rabbinical Agsembly. This would help people to understand our
campaign as part ol a Movement important to their lives and the lives
of their children, rather than just support for a remocte educational
institution, IMr. Ross stiressed.the fact that such a movement would
have to include all Jewry. :

DOCTOR MOSIIE DAVIS, New York City, Provost of the Seminary, stressecd
the serious shortage cf Rabblis - he estimated that the country is only
about 20 or 25% served - ard spcke of the community's responsibility
to develop its own liesdershipn, Agreeing with Doctor Davis, MR. S.
ARTHUR STERN, Wed, felt that it was necessary to fire the imagination
cf American “Jeurs . with the needs of the Conservative Movement - for
leadershlp a... 1or money.

MRS . MURRAY WOLLAN, New York City, felt that this could only be
done bn a long term educational basis - by bringing the Seminary
message to the congregaticn on an all year round basis, rather than
- just at campaign time.

DOCTOR MAX AKZT, New York City, Vice=Chancellor of the Seminary,
felt that much of the pressure could be relieved if the endowment of
the Seminary could be increased substantially. To find individuals
who are able to contribute to endowment funds, and to Doctor Arzt in
touch with them remains one of the long term tasks of the NPCC.

The Chairman callsd upon MR, MAX GREEMNWALD, Cleveland, Chio, who,
on behalf of the nominating cormmittee recommended the reelection of
Daniel G. Ross as Naticnal Chairman, &nd the election of the folldwing
national Co-chairmern: LIUIS BERRY, Detroit,Michigan; HYMAN BRAND,
Kansas City, Missouri; JUDGE EMANUEL GREENBERG, Brooklyn, New York,
RABBI HARRY HALPERN, New York City; DOEL W, SCHENKER, New York €ity;
and SAMUSL WOLBLRG, Chicago. The nominat lons were accepted, and the
session adjourned for lunche

LUNCHEON SESSION

Mr, Joel W, Schenker nresided at the luncheon session, and introduce
MRS. SOL ROGERS, Baltimore, Md. who reported for Torah Fund., Mrs,
Rogers stressed the rapid growth of the women's effort, which netted
$17,000 a few years ago and $14,0,000 last year. The quota for this
year has been set at gZS0,000, and, with "Chai Clubs" which encourage
larger individual gifts, springing up all over the country, Mrs,

Rogers assured the assembled delerates that the quota would be re-
aliged,
(1onE)
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Mr, Schenker then introduced CHAPLAIN ELIHU H. RICXiL, whose subject
was "The Promise of Future Leadership for American Jewry." In his
address Rabbi Rickel stressed the increasing importance of the Chaplain
in American Life, He spcke of the number of G.Il.'s and their families
stationed in remote army outpecsts, and the obligation of institutions
like the Seminary to train the lsaders wno would serve this growing
segment of the American Jewish ponulations

AFTERNOON SHESSION

MR, DANIEL G. ROSS presided at the afternoon session of t he confer-
ence, He introduced community leaders from all over the country who
reported on campaign progress and outlook in their communities,

MR. SCHJINKEZR, reporting fcr New York, stated that cash on hand
totaled $2),0,000 through April, with about $105,000 anticipated before
© June 30th. Rudolph Friec expressed hope that Philadelphia would at-
tain its quotz of $i05,Cu0, Mr. GREENWALD tcld of the B&uccessful
Cleveland campsizgn, in which he wes assisted by co-chairman JACK LEVAND.
MAX ROUTTENBERG reported for Montreal, where the campaign is just
startif & HERMAN KATZ, Coiumbus,Ohio for Chio, Indiarna and Kentucky;
MILTON FLEISEHER feor 3ailimore; SAM ROTHBERG for Atlenta, Georgia;
and NORMAN HEINE for Carmden, New Jersey, Other cormunities reporting
includecd: Reading, Pa. reprecented by DAVID SCHAEIN: Wilkes Barre,
Pa. represented by HYMAN LANIZU: Connecticut end surrounding communities,
represented by CHARLES ROSEWGAFTSH CF Waterbiiry; Chicago, with CHARIES
OLIFF reporting, and Newerk, New Jersey, represented by S. ARTHUR STERN.

The Chairman then introduced Rabbi HARRY EALPERN, chairmman of the
Febbinic Cabinet, who explained the function of that group to the
d=legates, He reportdd that eighteen members of the Rabbinic Cabinet,,
raleased for two weeks at a time by their congregations for the worthy
mrpose of carrying the Seminary's message to other communities, have
filled 250 campaign assigmments so far this year,

Mr. Ross then introduced DOCTOR MAX ROUTTENBERG, who spoke of the
patron effort, and {he imvortance of sscuring a large number of reg-
ular donors of $1,000 or more to the Seminary., Chicago has become
the headquarters for the experiment with the patron idea, and a patron
ccuncil is being formed there, The Seminary 1is ready to go into any
comnunity that will undertaike the preliminary job cf lining up pros-
pects and so forth, tec form there a patron council, made up of
individuals who have pledged $1,000 a year to the support of the
Seminary and its program,

In closing, Mr. Ross, the Chairman, enumerated the four fronts on
which redoubled efforts were necessary now to bring the canpaign te
a successful close, These are:

l. Campaign cleanup to get the $600,000 still outstanding.

2s _Endowment effort

3. Patron effort

e Increased mass support for the Seminary, through wider
education as to the meaning and significance of the

Seminary program.
(MORE)
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~ EYMAN BESSER, Newark, New Jersey, then read the followlng resolutio:
which was unanimously acdopted by the delegatests '

On behalf of the Campaipn Cabinet, which has studied the budget
and quota figures of the Seminary, Unlted Synagogue and Rabbinical
Assembly, we hereby recommend the goal of $2,343,800 for the 1952-
53 campaign,

We ask our fellow Jews in the United States and Canada to assure
the Jewlsh Theological Seminary of America and its associated bodies,
The United Synegogue and Rabbinical Assembly, the minimum resources
needed to carry on and to carry forward the most compreshensive program
of Jewish education and religilous endeavor ever undertaken by Ameri-
can Jewrye -

Our experience of the past few years has strengthened our convictio
that our great schools of le arning and their distinguished faculties;
our unexcelled Library and Jewish Museum; our universally hailed
Eternal Light program and New Television Presentations, our unique
Institute of Religious and Soclal Studies; the services given our
communities by the United Synagogue and the Rabbinical Assembly are
indispensable to the welfare of American Israel, Witkant them, our .
local congregations and communities could not possibly continue to
function effectively, Through them we are also Man.up a Sipuiiivant
contribution to the spiritual life of America, Our goal in terms of
money is modest, Our achievements and aspirations are infinite., No
program before American Israel today gives such rich returns in pro-
portion to financial investments

We call upon our communitiss, to make every necessary exertlon to
meat the quotas assigned to them:

“(a) to appoint at once a chalrman and committee that will plan
the 1952-53 campaign and set that campaign as early as pos-
sible in the calendar of the communlty,prererably before
December, 1952,

(b} to find amo® the members of the congregation men and women
who would become Patrons centributing $1 000 a year or more,

(¢) to make sure that every member of the congregation will be
approached personally, or.at least by phone for his con-
tribution;

(d) . to make as substantial a contribution as possible out of
the congregational budget. :

In thus meeting our obligatlons, we shall enable our movement in
all of its aspects to bring blessing to us and to our fellow men,

The Meeting adjourned at L:lS PM.



Total
Income

Total -
Expense

Total
Operating

Lose

Number
Maintenance
Fund Donors

Number
Patrons

Annual Cempaign
Income

THE JEWISH TEEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA

THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA

THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY OF AMERICA

Major Financial Statistics

1945-46 1950-51 - 1951-52
; (ae of March 31, 1952)

$815,609.93  $1,407,485,16 $818,314.,91

$372,563fho _ $1,h75,983.aé‘ | $1,217,135.13
$26,953.47 $68,498,06 $398,820,22
.5{990 25,000 3o,oo?f'
L 79 121?
$658,099.55  $1,206,511.64 $672,242.36

# Estimated as of June 30 .
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THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA
~ TEE UNITED SYNAGCGUE OF AMERICA
THE RABBINICAY, . ASSEMBLY OF AMERICA

Activities and Services

1945-46 1950-51 195152
1. Rabbinical School
Enrollment _ 66 88 109
Pre-Theological Students 27 55 47
' ; o 10 (pre-
paring for pre-theological
_ : . school)
2. Teachers Imstitute . Lo T Q0
and Seminary College ' .
of Jewish Studies 137 - 24y 255
e Rowedlment
Graduate Division 33 62 €0
3. Seminary School of
Jewish Studies & . i _
Enrollment . 504 792 688
L, Library _ 130,000 books - 150,500 books 154,138 books
Books and Manuscripts 7,800 M.M.S. 9,000 M.M.S. 9,000 M.M.S.
1944 Jan. '51 March "52
5. Eternal Light .
No, of Statioms . %30 87 92

6. Institute for Religious
and Social Studies ; . i
Registration - . k65 - 332 ' 391
Publications i 12 16

Conference of Science,
Philosopby and Religion
(pertly supported by
the Institute)

Publications 5- 10 12
7. Rabbinical Assembly Membership 325 465 L85
Chaplains in the Armed Forces L 28 49 (vy Jum)

8. United Synagogue :
Affilieted Congregations 260 394 k13

9. Naticnael Women's Lesgue )
No. of Sisterhoods 372 493 526

10. Women's Institute of
Jewigh Studies
Enrollment 110 158 126
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12.

13.

1k,
5.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

1945-146

1950-51
Laymen's Institutes 1 8
(in cooperation with
the National Federation
of Jewish Men's Clubs)
Department of Field
Activities and
Community Service
No. Regional Offices 3 L
- Jewish Museum
- Uaiversity of Judaism
Enroliment 350 '
Ramah Camps '
Poconos Enrollment 250
Poconos Refused 100
Visconsin Enrollment 124
Wisconsin Refused 10

" 195152

10

339

250
250
136

50

Seminary College of
Jewish Music and
Cantors Institute
Enrollment 13

Seminary-Israeli
Institute Atten-
dance at six lunch-
eons a2nd Professor
Sholom Spiegel's
lecture pessions..
veee:1+22100 people

Seminary Conference
on Moral Standards
Laymen Attendance 26

Television Program

13 NBC Presentations
on stations = 555

3 CBS Presentations
on stations .

- 16 Coast-to-coast

World Brotherhood Dinner

Attendance 500

networks

500

Prefaces to

Judaism Lectures (3)
ternal Light Seriesn

Attendance 750



FROM: OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA
3080 Broadway
New York 27, N, Y,
Riverside 9-8000

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Returning from Europe today (MONDAY, AUGUST 4, 1952) on the

Se S. Unitéd States, after a trip to Israel and England, Doctor Louis
Finkelsteiﬁ,,Chancellor of The Jewish Theological Seminary of'America,
outlined a three-polnt program which he-said he would urge on his
colleagues at:the Seminary and on other American scholars and men of
affairs, as a contribution to better cultural and spiritual understand-
 ing among men, and thus to world'peace.

"There is great need in the world today to discover new bridges
of spiritual communication among men," gaid Doctor Finkelstein.
Stressing thatlthe foundations for permanent world peace rest neces=-
sarily in the world of ideas == on such ideas as peace, individual"

- 1liberty, and human wélf&re, which we must learn first to articulate
in words and then to expreés in action == Doctor Finkelstein con-
tinued, "If ideas are to be a unifying rather than a divisive force,
they must be freeiy exchanged among men," To facilitate this ex-
change of ideas, Doctor Finkelsteln willl recommend to the Conference
on Science, FPhilosophy, and Religion; of which he 1s president, when
it meets in three weeks, that-it-éxpandmits membership to i?plﬁde
European and Aaiatic scholars. The Conference today provides ﬁ faruﬁ—"‘-
for the discussion of the philosophical and moral problems of our

day by scholars in a veriety of fields, and men of affalrs without
regard to race or creed., Doctor Finkelstein said that Europeans with
whom he had discussed the Conference had been enthﬁsiastic, and had
pledged their support aend full participation. The Conference will be

held at Columbia University from September 2-5,
( MORE )
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As the second point in his program, Doctor Finkelstein will re-
commend that the unique relationship which exlsts between Ambrica- '
and the State of Israel be utiiized to create another "bridge of
spiritual communication." He has proposed in Israel, and will re-
commend to the Seminary here that a permanent Academy be establlshed
In Jerusalem, where scholars and men of affairs of all faiths, and
from gll free countries, might meet to discuss common problems, and
to seek appropriate solutionse. Doctor Finkelstein stated that the
particular geographlcal position of Israel and its unique significance
to three of the world!s great religions, might enable the Occident
and the Orient to find there a common meeting,placé for the discus-
sion of moral questionso-

Finally, Doctor Finkelstein plans to urge the Semlnary to estab-
1lish in Isresel a residence hell for its students and alumni, where
they and other American scholars could spend a year of study. "Be=-
cause of the lessons to be learned in Israel, both in relation to
the Jewish cormmmunity and in regard to human affairs generally, I am
convinced that anycne aspiring to the Jewish ministry - I have no
right to speak of other ministries, though the same might apply to
them - ought to spend a year in Isréel, studying Scripture, and the
works based upon it, in the land of their origin," said Dontor
Finkelstein. Such a project, he continued, would be the nutural
complement, in the fleld of Israel-American relations, to the
Seminary Israel Instltute, established at the Seminary last winter fo
strengthen the Spiritual and cultural ties that bind Americans of all

falths to the new state.

August 4, 1952
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N E w 5 THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA

3080 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 27. N. Y. - RIVERSIDE 5-8000

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Dr. Louis Finkelstein, Chancellor of The Jewish Theological
Seminary of America,lwill be featufed on NBC=TV's distinguished
év series, "Great Men of Our Age," on Sunday, March 29, from

- .3:30-4 P.M., .E.S.T., over a nationwide NBC-TV network.

NBC's notable "Great Men" series, which has received wide-
spread favorable comment in the nation's press, has in the recent
past scheduled televised "conversations" with such world-famous
personalities as the philosopher Bertrand Russell, and the poets,
Robert Frost and Carl Sandburg. On the March 29 telecast, Dr.
Finkelstein will be interviewed by the author, Edward Stanley.
Among the subjects he will discuss will be the need for Amerieca
to assume a role of spiritual leadership in the world.

Dr. Finkelstein, fourth president of The Jewish Theological
Seminary of America, which is the training center of Conservative
Judaism, was appointed to the posts of Chancellor and President of
the Faculties of the Seminary in the Fall of 1951. In addition
-to these posts, he has served as Solomon Schechtar Professor of
Theology at the Seminary's Rabbinical School since 1931« Regarded
as one of the most outstanding religious leaders and scholars on

the American scene today, he is the author and editor of many works,

including The Jew: Their History, Culture snd Religion; Akiba -

Scholar, Saint, Marytr; The Beliefs and Practices of Judaism; and

®he Pharisees. He was awarded the Townsend Harris me?al i? 1940,
- : ' MORE
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In that same year, he was appointed by the late President Roosevelt
to succeed Dr, Cyrus Adler as the representative of Judaism to ad-
vise the President with regard to steps for world pe-ace. In 1943=-

44, he was Iﬁgeréoll Lecturer.on the Immortality of Man at Harvard

University.



FROM: OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
- THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA

3080 Broadway

New York 27, Ns Y,

Riverside 9-8000

| FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Members of fhe international diplomatic corps, leading Israelis,

including officers of the Government, religlious dignitaries, and more
than sixty graduates of the several schools of The Jewlsh Theological
Seminary of America who now live in Israel, will be among those attend-
ing the special Convocation in Israsel of The Jewish Theolbgical
Seminary of América, to be convenéd on Sunday, May 25th; at 5:00 P.M.
at the Hebrew University, Terrasanta, Jerusalem, On this occasion

Doctor Louls Finkelstein, Chancellor of the Seminary, will confer the

degree of Doctor of Letters, honoris causa, upon His Excellency, Nre
David Ben-Gurion, Prime Minister of Israel,

The Convocatioﬁ wlll open with a special prayer for the welfare
of the State of Israel, to be delivered by Doctor Harry ﬁavidowitz, an
alumnus of the Seminary now residing 1n'Iérael. A welcome to the
Hebrew University will be extended by Professor Moshe Schwabe, Rectér
of the Unlversity, and greetings from the Jewish Agency for Palestine
will be extended by Doctor Hayim Gfeenberg, member of the Agency
Executive.'_Spoqsﬁrs of the Prime Minister, who will present-him for -
the degree will be Professor Alexander Marx, Director of Libraries at
the Jewish Theological Seminary, and Professor Schwabee The citation
to be conferred upon Mre. Ben-Curion reads in part, "As one of the
founders of the Histadrut-Ha-ovedinzHg-kelalit, as one who fashioned
the structure of Jewish autonomy in:Israel;as a student of Torah and
of world culture, your influence is felt by our péople everywhere, and
by our neighbors." The addresses of the afternoon will be delivered
by Doctor Finkelstein and .by His Excellence, the Prime Minister.
| - ( MORE)
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In addition to the Israeli guests, the Seminary will be ree-
presented at the Convoqation by a group of delegates who have gone to
Israel to take part in this historic occasion. - This group dncludes:
Murray Becker, New York City; Rébbi Jacob Bosniak, Brooklyn, Ne. Y.;
Henry Hassenfela, Providence, R I.; David Lurie, Utica, Ne Yo Morris
Mallove; New London, Conn.;ls M. Melton, Columbus, Ohio; Albert
Morrell, Orlando Fla.; Mr, and Mrs. Charles Rosenbloom, Pittsburgh,
Penna., Mr. and Mrs. William Salzman, New York City, Joseph Satanov,
“Vancouver, B C.,_David Schein, Reading, Penna., Mr e and Mrs., Simon H.
Scheuer,_New York City, Dr. Jcseph Schwartzman, Jhckson Heights, New
York; Judge and Mrs. Jacob Schwolsky, Hartford Conn,; Doctor Elias
L. Solomon, New York Citjs and Mre and st. Hymen J. Sosland, Kansas
City, Moo |
- It is also expected that ﬁore than 200 other American visitors
to Isreel will ettend the Convocation.

MNay 19, 1952



The Rabbinical Schoalis iraining oble young men to serve as spirilual

leaders in congregations throughout the world and as cheplains in the U. 5. Armed Forces.
Five hundred rabbis hclve now been ordained . .. The Teachers Institule and
Seminary Cul’lcyc‘.uf Jewish Studies are preparing men and women for service

in Jewish education. Nearly one thousand have now been graduated . . . The Cantors
Institute, the Seminory’s newest school, aims at training Mazzanim and directors

of Jewish music . . . The Seminary School and The Women's Institnie of

Jewish Studies are providing scores of qualified leaders for Jewish organizations . . .

All of the Seminarg’s diversified programs The University of Judaism, the Seminary's branch in los Angeles, California,

is the only school of higher Jewish learning on the West Coost . . . The Eternal Light,

are dedicated to THE CAUSE OF TOMORROW award-winning weekly, radio series, and the Seminary's participation in NBC's “Frontiers

of Faith” TV series ou.'CBS' “"lamp Unto My Feel” TV series, are bringing a heightened

' understanding of, ond %}pprecimion for, the basic tenets of Judaism to millions of all faiths . . .
The Seminary H.il's'rnry_. the world's largest repository of Judaico ond Hebraica,
offers source material for scholars of all creeds . . . The Jewish Musewm, housed in
the former residence of Mr. and Mrs. Felix M. Warburg on Fifth Avenue, New York, displays

its precious treasures of the Jewish past to thousands of visitors . . . The Instituie for

Religious and Social Studies gives Catholic, Jewish and Protestant religious leaders
a forum to explore inter-group relationships . . . The Leaders
Training Felleowship and the Iwo Camps IBamah teach the
meaning and practices of Judaism to young people who will

be tomorrow's leaders.
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THE an
- Such plarning led o group of JEWISH institution
lewish scholars and lay lead- THEOLOGICAL of higher
ers in 1887 to join their ener- SEMINARY learning
gies and convictions to found OF dedicated
AMERICA to

transmitting the values and traditions of Judaism.

Today, this Seminary is a source of, leadership, to which our genera-
tion turns, in ever-increasing numbers, for guidance and teaching, for
help in living confidently ON THE SIDE OF TOMORROW,

But this is not enough: Each generation must face its own problems
and make its own contribution to the future. Thinking men recognize this,
and count their lives misspent if they have neglected to bequeath an en-
riched heritage of spiritual values ON THE SIDE OF TOMORROW.

The task of our-generation is therefore two-fold: we must provide
more of the right kind of leadership—spiritual leadership—that will direct
men away from the bankrupt “material” approach of our times toward
a better future. And each of us must help to shape a world greater than
we found. By turning to the Seminary—and building on its foundations--
we will find personal fulfillment and also help to create A BETTER
TOMORROW.



SFHODD will provide for the full training, of

one rabbi. .

That the Seminary, The United Synagogue of America and SEODD will provide for thirteen weekly lectures
The Rabbinical Assembly of America moy confinve to teoch, to build, {5 BOO ministers of all faiths in The Institute

to plan ON THE SIDE OF TOMORROW, the Seminary .'_‘:‘_‘EE musl . for Religious and Social Studies.

have support from the members of the American Jewish Communily i

SOGDD will provide for one Eternal Light program. |

|

.

7 ¢

whom it daily serves.

0@OD will provide for the publication of '
§2,343,000 is the combined yearly moinlenance-”}‘"@ P A R C

United Synagogue textbook, or keep the

budgel of the Seminary, The United Synagogue and |

Jewish Museum open for one week.

The Rabbinical Assembly. Your gift, your investment in |

- — B8@D will provide a year's dormitory expenses
tomorrow, will be used in the following ways: ] i

Give lodoy lor the cause that will assure o better today SRHD will provide a yeor's scholarship for the

for one student. h
for ourselves, o betler tomorrow for ourselves and our children,

training of a religious school teacher.
800D will provide a month's training for one

The Jewish Theological Seminary of Americo Rabbinical student,
In Cooperation With

|
1
1
1
t

e ey b 880 will provide a partial scholarship for one
e United Synogogue of Americo : : A o
and The Rabbinical Assembly of America youth in the Seminary’s leaders Training

N. E. Cerner, Broodway ond 122nd Street, New York 27, N. Y. Fellowship.
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AMERICAYN JEYISH CONGRESS FOR-RELEASE ON RECEIPT
15 past 84th Street ) b ;

New York 28, NeYe

Benjamin Hanf't, Publicity Director

TRafalgar 9=4500 :

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS PRESIDENT WiRKS OF EFFORT
TO 'JAN THROUGH' RACIST IMAIGRATION LAWS

DR. GOLDSTEIN Also Scores Germans for
. Reparations Stand in iddress at Cleve=
land AJC Women's Division Iuncheone

- ey CAEn e D

-CLEVELAND, April 24 = Years of effort to achiavelﬁ iiberal.and ganﬁingly
humane immigration policy "now stand in total jeopardy, with the current.attempt to
jam racist, oppressive and undemocratic immigratioﬁ laws fhrough the United States
Congress," Dre E{srael Goldstein of New York, president of the American Jewish Con=
gress, declared here today.

| Speaking before a donorts lunnhgon of the Cleveland Women's Division of the

a

AJCongress at the Hotel_allerton,.prx-Goldsﬁein~statad that* the MBCarranrﬁhlter
omnibus immigration bills, which come bafo?e the House of Representatives thi; week,
"incorporate & r&%ism:gprp inholqnt even than the existing law." _He. termed them
Mrestrictive bayuné any possibility.uf improvement,™ ‘and cél}ad for their outright
rejections

The American Jewish Congress president, who was the first public figure to warn
.;f the rapist Eh%gggﬁer of the McCarran-7alter bills, charged that their enactment
wnuld:draw an iron curtain around the United States, place a legislative seal of
inferiority on &ll persons of other than Anglo-Sazon origin, and ﬁake millions of
naturalized Americans live in fear of deportation or loss of citizenship forutﬁe
most trivial and frivolous of reasonse

The proposed legislation, he declared, is "frankly racist in intentiom." One
provision of the bill restricting immigration from colonies to 100 persons a year
admittedly has "novmotive whatever, save that of racism, no purpose save that of
severely limiting immigration of colored peoples from the British West Indies.ﬁ
Another provision.would place an "inescapable onus on some raeial groups" becguse
it would mean that even if one parent of an irmigrant ceame from the "AsiaepPacific
Triangle,” the immigrant's entfancé'into tha-obpntry-gust be charged against‘tha
quote of that parent's country of ancestrya.

Dre Goldstein termed some of the bills? provisions,.permitting deportetion
of immigrants even for the most minor offenses,ias a "loose, reckless ;nd'neadlaasly
harsh" ettack on the rights of immigrants, some of whom have lived in the U.S. for
many yearse

| (More)
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Dr. Goldstein urged Congress to adopt the Humphrey=-lehman-Roosevelt imigration
| bills -as e democratic alternative to the repressive McCarran=Walter bills and the
presént unsatisfactory immigration lawe “Thése bills,™ Dr. Goldstein said, "affirm
our traditional American principle of human equality by eiiminating racism from
~our immigration and xiafuraliza.tion iawa, aésuring edequate judicial review apd
pro-i:éction of the rights of immigrents and naturalized Americans and providing for
the pooling of upused immigration quotas, thus meeting the desperate need for
incressed imi'grafian opbortunities. Neither the McCarran-Wélte'r bills, which would
intensify the problem of‘ racist exolusion, mnor recezﬁ.; proposals for temporary de-_;
vices which fail to cope with the inadequacie-s of the present quota system, based
on nationsl Iorigins, provide solutions to- this critical and .lasting problems”

Charges German Argument on Restitution Focally Untenable?

Turning to the problem of German restitution and indemrnification to victims -
of Nazism, and reparations to the govermment of Israel to help meet the costs of
resettling Jewish viotims of Nazism in Israel, Dr. Goldstein denounced the oi‘fer
made by the Gormeringattelors oS "morally untenables" |

Dre led#tein, who participated in the discussions as = memeber of the five=-man
'presidimﬁ of the c.on?erence on Jewish Material Claims Agai.nét Germany in The Hague,
took strong ,9:&091:1;1:::1 to the German argument that s_e_ttlemant of the claims of Jewish
survivors must be -Eied up vdtix commercial obligations of the West German govermmente

"If the Germans will not recognize the special unparalleled and absolute
priority character of the Jewish material clai.ms,' they wili be repudiating the

" content of Chancellor Ademuer's statements," Dr. Goldstein said.

Dr. Goldétein also warned that under no ciroumstances must the claim of the
Jewish bodies for restitution of looted Jewi.sh property be permit;te& to ‘weaken or
dilute the emphasis upon Israel's cleims., "It is inconceiﬁble that Jewish organie

zations wiill_ agree to a settlement of their olaims unless et the same time Israel's
claims will be satisfactorily settleds These negotietions, pdin.f'pl enough at best,
must not be allowed to drag on." | | N |

Mrse Simon _p;ndur,_ president of the Cleveland Héights cha-pt_:ér of the .A.JCon;gress
Women's Division, presided at the luncheoﬂ. President of the Cleveland Tjomen's

Division is Mrs. Samuel Yemshone
| @30

MR :vt=4 /22 /52
Met 3AJ



AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS - FOR RELEASE ON RECEIPT
15 East B4th Street -

New York 28, NeYe

Benjamin Hanft, Publicity Director

TRafalgar S9«4500

DeAoRa, ﬁAR ASSOCIATION OPPOSITION TO GENOCIDE PACT
EWDANGER Uo.S. MORAL LEADERSHIP, DR, GOLDSTEIN DECLARES
AT AJC MEMORIAL TO WARSAW GHETTO HEROES

AJCongress President Says Ghetto Mare
tyrdom Proved Need For Imternational
law Ageinst Repetition Of *Qperation
Murder'e P .

e —— ) 0 e €5

f&t_ a solemn convocation marking the ninth anniversary of the genociddl battle
launched by the Nazis against the Jews of the ljarsew ghetto, held today (Wednesday,
April 23) at Stephen Wise Congress House, Dr. Israal-éoldstein, president of the
American Jewish Congress, déclared that opp&sition to th&iﬂhited st#tés' ratifioca=
tion of the U.N., Genocide Convention by such éminent organizations as the Daughters

of the American Revolution end the American Bar Association had‘ﬂeriously demaged

America's moral leadership in the eyes of the world's peoples at a time which

this mation is angaged in a critical strugnle-for their allégianae;

The tragedy is that faithoﬁgh our greét nation was the inspiring champion of
a ganociée conraﬁtion, the incredible paradox remains that three years after sucw
&essfull& préssiné for this internmational treaty on the prevention and punishment

of such a flood of barbarism as that which inundated Europe and took six million

Jewish lives, the United States Senate still withholds ratification," he said.

Moréover, at & time "when mankind is once more bombarded by the cultivated
Maccﬁiavellianism of totalitﬁri&n propaganda, thé pressure of powerful groups who
mistakenly fear a non-existent danger of a United Netions convention nullifying the
federal Constitution, AGnies to us our historicél championship of intermtional
morality." |

' "The Jews of Waréaw knew that their struggle was doomed," Dr. Goldstein said,
"but they elso knew theirts would become the symbol of_humanity's everlasting
strugegle sgainst the anti-humenists for a better world in which the blood=stained
record of the Nazi genocidal battalions would remain an évil memnry.-

"By their act, they gave a new and proud meaning to the word 'ghetto! which
they'transformed from a symbol of humble meekness and submission to one of dignity
and active resistence. The rubblé of the razed ghetto symbolized a triumph of the
spirit which will inspire generations to come to fight for the right to life and
liberty wherever it is threatened and whatever may be the outcome "’

(More)
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Since the beginning of this century, the United States has consistently fought
mas8s violence abroad and has persisted in its efforts to help victims of massacres,
pogroms and organized barbarity, Dr. Goldstein pointed outs "President Theodore
Roosevelt rebuked the Rumenian Gove}nment beoause.of religious massacres and in=
‘structed his Secretery of State to declare that !thi-s country .cg.zlmot be a silent
party to an internationsl wronge! President Taft denmounced a trade agreement with
the Czar because of pogroms. President Wilson iﬁstructad hits Ambassador to Turkey
' %o intervens on behalf of the Armenisnss President Franklin D. Roosevelt fought
the Nazi 'QOperation Murder,? and made .freedom from fear one of his four basic freee
doms. After this war the Govurnment of the United States gave leadership to all
allies in fighting genocide through the Nuremburg trialse

' "The great neme which America has made for herself as an example for those
wt.:o seek truth and justice, as a nation which champions the weak and 6pprassed for
the sake of humanity, is today‘beclouded by a pettifogring opposition to the docu=
ment which embodies those great aims in intermatiomal law," Dr. Goldstein d_eciared. _
"The American people,” he sa;ld, "must call on their Semate to ratify the Genocide
Conventionse They must demand that the organizations which w_ﬁre created to uphold
the ideals of the‘ American Revolution and Cuns_tituticn re-gxamine our history and
realize that Americs hﬁs stood highest in the hearts of men everywhere when sﬁe was
truest to her democratic conscience and moral idees as the ohampio_n of human life

and libertye"

JFevt=4/23/52 =30
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TaHE CANADIAN

The Role of Religion in the

Contemporary Moral Crisis

By Dr. Louis Finkelstein
Chancellor, the Jewish Theological Seminary of America

The perplexing moral crisis of our
time contains many elements of
hopefulness, even though these signs
may not be immediately obvious.
As in other post-war periods, we
are experiencing a relaxation of
moral discipline; and perhaps, in
the present generation, this break-
down appears more widespread than
ever before. The resort to violence
seems to have become worldwide;
and the worship of temporal suc-
cess, together with scorn for tradi-
tional judgments of right and
wrong, scems to be prevalent every-
where.

But this is not rthe whole picture.
The newspaper headlines advertise
the appalling statistics of juvenile
delinquency and narcotic addiction.
Less publicized, however, are the
encouraging and remarkable figures
on the growing sense of responsi-
bility and spirituality in our young
people and adults. Our great cities
may be the centres of widespread
and deplorable crime; but they are
also the scenes of unprecedented
concern for the understanding of
religious and philosophical values.
No one knows which trénd is the
more powerful at the moment, nor
which is more rapidly developing;
no one can foretell which trend, in
the last analysis, will become the
one characteristic of our time. But
certainly, the positive and creative
one is, to those who observe the hu-
man scene, as unmistakable as the
negative and destructive one.

What is some of the positive evi-
dence that we see around us? Lec-
tures on philosophy, ethics, and re-
ligion, which only a decade ago may
have attracted a mere handful of
scholars, now bring together hun-
dreds and even thousands. At the
Jewish Theological Seminary, with
which T have the privilege of be-
ing associated, a series of lectures
by the famous theologian and philo-
sopher, Professor Martin Buber,
recently attracted an audience of
thousands. Great classics of re-
ligion and philosophy are read and
discussed not only by students, but
also by business men. Included
among the best-selling books in re-
cent years are many on religion and
philosophy. And finally, the popu-
larity of educational radio programs
dramatizes the widespread desire
and hunger for religious guidance.
The Eternal Light, a religious pro-
gram originating in a specifically
Jewish institution of learning, is
said to have an audience of millions
of Americans of all faiths. T under-
stand that this phenomenon is

characteristic of the radio pro-
grams conducted by institutions of
other faiths,

Each of us knows in his own
heart how much . more concerned
he is with the spiritual life than he
for

was, example, twenty vyears
ago. We cannot overlook the fact
cthat if the ‘headlines proclaim

widespread moral decay, they also
proclaim widespread and unprece-
dented concern for this decay: and
a determination, on the part of
aroused citizens, to deal firmly
and effectively with the problem.
Now, both the negative and
positive trends in the present moral
scene have, 1 believe, the same basic
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frequently the breakdown of loy-
alty to religious standards. The ul-
timate result, however, has al-
ways been a return to God. The
story of Job illustrates this obser-
vation. Job’s protest against the

suffering to which he was exposed, )

and his conclusion that there was
no value in being virtuous was a
sin; yet his suffering led him to a
recognition of God, which was one
of the outstanding achievements in
human history.

QOur generation is a composite
Job. Much of the suffering which
afflicts us is of our own making,
and is a result of the very confu-
sion in morals, theology and religion
which  constitutes our spiritual
crisis.  But some of this suffering
is simply part of man’s hard lot in
this world. The first reaction of
this twentieth century generarion,
no longer naive or trusting like its
forefathers, and awake to the fact
that evil sometimes appears to flour-
ish like the palm tree, was to deny

the value of virture, and, indeed,
even the existence of God, Him-
self. Bereft of the basic beliefs on
which our civilization had been es-
tablished, mankind generally has
given itself to immediate and fleet-
ing achievements.

(Continued on Page 13)

roots. The end of the nineteenth
century and the beginning of the
twentieth have brought a great in-
crease in education and |literacy.
These have led ro a widespread ques-
tioning of accepted religious, philo-
sophical and moral truths. The
first effect of such questioning is
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The Jewish Quiz Box

By Rabbi Samuel J. Fox

Question: What is the origin of the seven-day mourning period?

Answer: The Jerusalem Talmud (Ketubot Chap. 1) claims that Moses
instituted the custom of the seven-day mourning period which is observed
after the burial. An earlier passage in the Bible relates that Joseph ob-
served a seven-day mourning period for his father Jacob "(Genesis 50).
Another Talmudic source indicates that a seven-day period was instituted
after the death of Methusaleh. Still another quotes a curious source in
the Book of Amos (Chap.-5) where the Bible speaks of turning the days
of the feast into the days of mourning and the Talmud (Moed Katan, 20)
:mfers that since the days of a Feast are seven, likewise the days of mourn-
ing are seven.

The reason for the seven days of mourning is varied. Generally, it is
symbolic of a respect for the deceased. Also, it affords the community an
opportunity to offer aid and consolation to the bereaved. In addition it
affords the mourners an opportunity for readjusting their outlook upon life.
The fact that it takes in 2 complete unit of time—a week—is indicative
of a feeling of eternity. Just as the day of the week returns so shall the
spirit of the deceased return.

* £l E-8 *

Question: Why are some mourners excused after the third day?

Amnswer: Rabbinic law makes provision that in a case where the
mourner’s livelihood is in actual jeopardy a three day period is sufficient.
The first three days are the days set aside for weeping according to the
Talmudic sources. Thus, in extreme cases of hardship the mourning period
ceases afrer the third day. A Rabbi should be consulted before ending the
period sooner than the regular seven days.

* * » %=

Question: For which relatives must the sevew-day wmourning period
be observed? .

Answer: For the death of a mother, father, son, daughter, wife, bro-
ther, sister or husband. These are considered the closest relatives.

1—We check and adjust car-
buretor

2—We check and adjust points

3—We take out, clean and ad-
just plugs

4—We check all wiring sys-

tem
{Distributor and plug)

5—We drain and flush radiator
6—We grease car completely

7—We drain and replace with
new oil (cars only)

8—Also wheel alignment check
ALL FOR s 5 B

(plus parts!

BRAKE OFFER

1. Brakes checked and
adjusted

2. Front wheels bearings
checked and greased

$1.49

Firestone RADIOS
& tukiis $59.95

Firestone Batteries
Plates .... . 8516.45
13 Prates o100 $28.55

Less $4.00 for your old one

MOTOR TUNE-UP

f
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JERUSALEM.—Tens of thous-
ands of Israelis gathered outside
banks in long queues to exchange
their currency for the new bills
-which became legal tender. The
banks halted all transactions ex-
cept the exchange of currency in
a 48-hour bank “holiday™ All

other business continued in order- -

ly fashion with payment being
made by check or by .one pound
bills and change.

JERUSALEM. — A Cabinet
decision to restrict vehicular
traffic in Israel to save fuel was
announced by the Ministry of
Communications. The announce-
ment said that each vehicle in
the country will be restricted to
five days of use each week. One
of the idle days will be Satur-
“day. The hours of urban and
inter-urban bus traffic will also
be reduced. The Government
hopes to cut fuel use by approx-
‘imately 15 . percent through
these restrictions. -

THE Canapian JewisH CHRONICLE

NEW YORK—A proposal that
the Mizrachi Organization of Am-
erica take the initiative in conven-

_ing a conference of all Zionist

groups in the United States “‘for
the purpose of. evaluating the
problems of the Zionist movement
toward the goal of revamping the
entire structure of the existing
World Zionist Organization™ was
adopted at a special all-day session
of the Mizrachi national executive
committee. Another resolution

urges that the Mizrachi World

Union should hold its annual in-

_.ternational conference this year in
‘the United States instead of- Israel.
The Mizrachi World Union Con-

ference was originally scheduled
to take place in Jerusalem in
August. _ =

~ WASHINGTON—The U.S.
Supreme Court issued an order
refusing to reconsider its April
18 decision upholding the con-

- stitutionality of a “group libel”

law of the state of Illinois. The

. There . .

And

law forbids the libelling of citi-
zens because of race, color, or
creed.

NEW YORK. — The Mayor's

Committee on Unity of New York.

City "has reported that racial pre-
judice, although it continues to
exist in the city,
socially unacceptable. The Com-
mittee’s report added that as a re-
sult those who discriminate do so
through subterfuge. The report
also said that there has becn
a ‘“steady improvement in the
climate of human relations” in

New York.

- BOSTON—The United Com-
munity Service, acting at the
request of the Jewish Commun-
ity Council, will undertake a
long-range investigation into the.
racial tensions of the Dorchester-
Roxbury area, scene of numer-
ous anti-Jewish incidents.

has becomec.

11

"Everywhere"

'BUENOS AIRES.—Dr. Victor
Paz Estenssoro, new President of
Bolivia, in the first interview he

‘has granted to a Jewish represen-

tative, told Dr.  Aryeh Tartakower
of the world Jewish Congress that
he is a great friend of Israel and
“admires Jewish achievements.”

MEXICO CITY.—Israel will
support the candidacy of Presi-
dent Miguel Aleman of Mexico

. for the 1951 Nobel Peace Prize,

. it was announced by Dr. Moshe

Toff, Israel’s diplomatic repre-

.- sentative.

HAVANA,. Cuba—Sender M.

- Kaplan, noted Cuban Zionist lead-

er and editor of the Yiddish news-
paper “Havaner Leben,” was ap-
pointed Israel Consul here. The
Government of Cuba granted him

‘permission to accept this post. Mr.

Kaplan is a citizen of Cuba, where
he has resided since 1929.

‘“THE CARLSBAD OF AMERICA""

SARATOGA SPRINGS

Only 4 hours from Montreal—For health and rest, invigorate yourself—Take the famous mineral barhs—Dnnk the wonderful waters—Clean fresh ait——
Pine trees—Television—Movies and the finest entertainment of the Jewish theatre—All free for the guests of the following kosher hotels.

o ELEVATOR
e SOLARITUM

e Finest Food

o PRIVATE BATHS & SHOWERS

EMPIRE HOTEL

Saratoga Springs, N.Y. — THE BARASCH FAMILY — Tel.: 2045

e Elegant Atmosphere
® Music & Theatre Entertainment by Broadway Stars
e Television

e SPECIAL DIETS

o Strictly Kosher

Hotel GROSS and BAUM

SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y.
Traditional GROSS and BAUM management

FINEST KOSHER FOOD — ENTERTAINMENT
: PRIVATE PINE GARDEN — TELEVISION

TELEPHONE 322 .

- Sinee 1919
@ Elevator Service

FOR AN IDEAL, HEALTHFUL VACATION, COME TO

COLUMBIAN HOTEL

7 SARATOGA SPRINGS., N.Y. — TEL.:
"TELDMAN BROS,, szte%Man.aggmem
o Solarium
@ Just Across Congress Park
¢ Star Entertainment

KASHRUTH STRICTLY OBSERVED

@ Finest Food
e Near The Drink Hall
@ Reasonable Rates

GROSSMAN S

- VICTORIA HOTEL

SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY. — TEL.: 94
GROSSMAN & ZINOMAN Management

@ Elevator Service ™ Newly Redecorated and Fumlshed
for Your Comfort and Pleasure

Our delicious & tempting meals are always prepared
from the finest' KOSHER food.

2

Our Food is the Finest and
is Kosher Under the Personal
Supervision of Rabbi Brenner

SOUTH BROADWAY, SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y.
Newly Furnished & Redecorated - Elevator Service - Television

~ or telephone SARATOGA 1037

Rabbi Brenner & Bro., management
For reservations, write to hotel

THE PLAZA HOTEL

Saratoga Springs, N.Y.
You will feel comfortable in our restful atmosphere

EXCELLENT KOSHER CUISINE

Mr. & Mrs. H. STEICHEL  Tel.: 1115

THE NEW WINDSOR HOTEL

SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y. — TEL.: 1080
Comforr.able Restful Vacation Place e Television
Exceptionally Fine Kosher Food
MRS. ANNA SILVEY
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WHAT'S COOKING

By Terry Elman

Monica Lewis, the MGM singing
star, comes by her talent quite nat-
urally, Monica’s mother, Jessica,
was with the Chicago Opera Co.,
while her father was a famous pian-
ist and musical director. The tal-
ented and beautiful girl has a long
list of credits. . . Starting with a
15-minute a week show on New
York's Radio station WMCA, a
singing role in “Johnny 2 by 4, the
Stork Club, Astor Roof appearances,
recordings; and just before signing
a long-term contract she had a re-
cord breaking run at the famed Ma-
combo in Hollywood. Monica’s trim
figure immediately told me that she
watches her diet very carefully, but
loves steak fixed any way.

We recently had lunch together
at the famed Brown Derby Restaur-
ant in Hollywood, and the chef gave
me this recipe for one of Monica’s
favorite dishes:

Grenadines of Beef Chassenr

14 lbs. rib steak
vs b, fat
8 chicken livers split and
blanched
4 button mushrooms, quartered

Y4 teaspoon basil
Y2 cup red wine
1 tomato, diced
Y% cup brown sauce

2 cups cooked rice
salt and pepper to rtaste.

Prepare grenadines as follows: Cut
the filet out of the rib steak, which
were sliced one-third inches thick.
(This makes the grenadines.) Salt
and pepper, then flour. Heat fat in
heavy skiller; add meat, brown on
hot fire until done as desired. Re-
move from pan to a heated platter.
Add chicken livers and mushrooms
to pan and saute until brown. Add
basil and wine and reduce to half.
Add tomato and brown sauce; sim-
mer for four minutes. Season with
salt and pepper to taste and pour
sauce over grenadines. Serve with
rice which has been cooked. Brown
sauce can be made with fat flour,
chicken stock, tomato puree, salt

and pepper.

NEWS DEADLINE

Organization and Synagogue
secretaries and publici{yna%hair-
men are urged to get their

news items to The Canadian
Jewish Chronicle, 4075 St
Lawrence Blvd.,, before the

weekly deadline of Tuesday
at 5 p.m.

Please typewrite and double-
space all copy.

News items which reach us
after Tuesday 5 p.m. cannot be
assured of publication.

Put Seagram’s “‘83” to
the water test. Water, \ 4
plain or sparkling, reveals a whisky’s

true, natural flavour and bouquet.

Seagram’s “83”

oy SCAPTANS wn/its StiTe
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The Had

h Choir, und

the direction of Irwin Marcus, who took part

in the annual Hadassah Closing Concert, which was held Monday, June 9th,
2.30 o'clock, at the Plateau Hall. Members of the Choir are: Mesdames H. Al-
bion, Hanan Aynor, Dr. A. T, Batshaw, L. M. Becker, M. Berlind, M. F. Cap-
lan, RB. Davine, J. H. Edelberg, ]. Fishman, S. H. Ghent, M. 1. Golt, 5. Green-

blatt, S. B. Haltrecht

. S, Jacobson, B. Kluger, I. A. Lack, May Mendelson, Piano

Accompanist, M. Miller, S. Miller, R. Pniewsky, A. Reich, H. Reider, S, M.

Rothman, M.
H. L. Sourkes, G. Trtr, J. Weiser.

Rubin, C. Schachet, N. Schecter, I. A. Schlesinger, S. Schneider,

Six members of the Choir are going to Israel as part of the Canadian Choir
which is being featured in the Israel Song Festival being held in Jerusalem, om

August 6th, 1952,
Mesdames

.M. Berlind, Ben Bernstein, N. Caplan, S. L. Ghent, 5. M. Roth-
man, Miss A. Kindler McKinley are the members who are going to Israel,

The Role of Religion in the Contemporary Moral Crisis
(Continued from Page 12)

Butr as distress has followed dis-
tress, and experience has built on
cxperience, new insights have de-
veloped in many of us, particularly
in some of the young. We are, like
Job, hearing the voice of God out
of the whirlwind. And though
virtue may not pay in terms of
rent or dividends, this voice re-
minds us that there is a supreme
value, in terms of which, virtue
alone pays.

More and more, some of the young
people of our time are coming to
the realization that if life is to be
more than a simple and painful ex-
perience, it must mean service; and
if it means service, that service can
be only to God Himself. No lesser
cause can command our loyalties.
The cause of dedication to Ged,
the fulfillment of His will in the
world, the elevation of man to still
higher planes of nobility, goodness
and wisdom — alone appears to be
worth the suffering, heartbreak
and temporary defeats to which
men are subject during their lives.

There is an increasing awareness
of this truth, which was expressed
some twenty-onc centuries ago by
the ancient teacher, Antigonus of
Socho, in Jerusalem. He said, “Be
not as servants who serve the Mas-
ter for the sake of reward; yer let
the fear ‘of God always be with
yOu.”

Such a mental attitude may seem
to many of us far beyond our ca-
pacities to achieve. Yet this atti-
tude is being achieved on a scale
far greater than any of us may
have dreamed. A new generation
is arising which no longer asks it-
self whether therc is a simple ratio

between the good deed and juc-
cess; instead, many of our children
define success in totally different
rerms. They, like our prophetic
ancestors, define success by dedica-
tion to the good, and abhorrence
of evil.

Curiously enoughi this dedica-
tion to the good is the only basis
possible for a happy, constantly de-
veloping, stable world. As men put
spiritual  ideals ‘before temporal
ones, they will have achieved their
spiritual goals, and simultaneously,
increased satisfaction in life itself.
But this increased satisfaction must
never be made a goal in itself, lest
it poison the whole naturc of man.

All of us who wish to see man-
kind happy have a great responsi-
bilicy. This task is to stimulate
and foster the desire of our child-
ren to serve God. One of the great
privileges of my life, for which I
cannot be sufficiently grateful, s
to be permitted to watch the emer-
gence of the new generation and
to contemplate how their spiritual
development will ultimately affect
the fortunes of mankind. In the
light of our present moral crisis. no
one of us can indulge in complac-
ency and self-satisfaction.

The supreme contribution of our
civilization to history may well
turn out to be the spirituality of
our children. Like Moses on Me.
Nebo, we may be given only the
opportunity of planning and in-
structing. I believe that despite
the wilderness about us, we are ap-
proaching a Promised Land, of
higher standards of thought and
conduct than men have ever yet
attained. :
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Congregational Calendar

To-night Erev Shabbos
Friday, June 13th, 1952
Candle Lighting at 8:15 p.m.
Mincha-Kabbolas Shabbos at 8:00 p.n.

Services at Temple Emanuel at
8:15 p.m.

To-morrow, Shabbos
-Saturday, June 14th, 1952
Sedreh—Behaalosecha

8:45 a.m.—Shachris - Services.

Congregation
Shaar Hashomayim
RABBI WILFRED SHUCHAT
Mr. Samuel J. Leibowitz,
Educational Director
Dr. Meyer. S, Cohen, Principal
Junior Congregation:

The Annual Elections recently held
resulted as follows:—

President, Arthur Levitt; First Vice:
President, Gordon Wasserman; Sec-
ond Vice-President, Maxine Strean.
Parnass, Michael ‘Cape; Secretary, Judy

Ballon; Treasurer, Jacqueline Tafler; -
and Service Supervisor DaVid Sha-
piro.

Solomon Schechter Award:

At the National Convention of the
United Synagogue of America and
the® National Federation of Jewish
"Men's Clubs, which was held “in Bos-
ton last month, the Solomon Schechs
ter Awards to meritorious congrega-
tions for distinguished achievements
in various areas of endeavour were
presented. Our congregation was hon-
oured with a GCitation of Honorable
Mention for ourstanding attainments
in the field of Congregational publica-
tions, including the weekly Bulletin,
Synagogues were grouped. for purposes
of these award§ according to the size
“of their membership, and all United
Synagogue affiliates in the United
States and Canada were eligible. In
previous years, our Bulletin was ad-
judged the best in Canada, ‘on the

basis of content, literary quality, for-

SAY L CHAIM

CARMEL

THE ONLY WORLD FAMOUS
WINE
IMPORTED FROM ISRAEL

PRODUCED BY MASTER
WINEMAKERS IN THE
WINE CELLARS AT
RICHON LE-ZION

AVAILABLE AT YOUR
LIQUOR COMMISSION STORE

Congregational N@Ws |

“And they came, cvery onc whose bear! stirred him up, and every onc

Tue CanapiaN JewisH CHRONICLE

(Shemoth, 35:21)
IRWI TR W72

mat and scope. Mr. Fred Packer, a
"member of the Synagogue's Board and
Vice-President of the
tion, accepted the ctation on behalf
of the Congregation.

CHARLES BENDER, Rabbi
EUGENE GOLDBERGER, Hazzan
M. I. Mendelsohn, Principal

Bar Mitzvah: ; )
Teddy Shiff, son of Mr. & Mrs.
Louis Shiffl will be called to the read-

- ing of the Torah, Saturday morning,

June 14, on the occasion of his Bar

Mitzvah., s
Field Day: '

More than 400 pupils of the school.

participated in.the 2nd Annual Field
Day sponsored by the Parents-Teachers
Association on Thursday, June 5, at
Molsons Stadium, Winners of the final
cvents were: Grade I—P. Liverman, G.
Radler, B. Shaffer, ]. Rothenberg, M.
Shtull,-G. Gate, E. Lefergrad. Grade II
—35. Segal, D. Ross, H. Steinberg, |.
Silver, E. Smith, L‘ Wolinsky, R.
Sternberg. Grade 1II—C. Dalfen, T.
Lutter, K. Frank, S. Winer, P. Zuck-
erman. Grade IV—]. Nemiroff, L.
Tatner V. Glazer, P. Adelson. Grade

. Luterman, T. Rabinovitch, :].
Arlm, S. Kisber. Grade VI—B. Frank
M. Goldbloom, L. Lobel,s H. Lippman.
Grade VII & VIII—D. Bloomfield, N.
Sternthal, R. Laster, J. Dubrofsky, A
Eklove. Those in charge of arrange-
ments were: A. 1. Codas, Chairman;
Miss H.' Berglas, - J. Codas, Mrs. S.
Goldstein, H. Hockenstein, H. Raf-
man, Mrs: N. Shuster, B. Sheinson, A.
Tafler, H. Hoffman and N. Shuszer.

Hebrew School:

Two classes of grade seven of the
Day School, as well as a number of
‘pupils of the Afternoon Hebrew
Classes will receive certificates of grad-
vation at the. Graduation Exercises
which “will be held in the Synagogue
on Thursday, June 19th.

The Maariv services will be read by
one of the graduates and the school
chorus and thie synagogue choir will
participate in the programme. A so-
cial “will be held in the Community
Hall,
synagopue.

Mr. B. Sheinson, a Hebrew teacher
of the school, was tendered a recep-
tion in the-school auditorium on Mon-
day, June 9th, on the occasion of the
publication of his new Hebrew textt
book *“Sfat Israel”. Among those who
extended greetings were, J. Sternthal,
Mrs. F. Macklin, M. I. Mendelsohn
and §. Wiseman,
ple’s School.  Mr.
sided.

Dedication of Academy Rooms:

An interesting ceremony will - take
place un Tuesday, June 17, when the
rooms in the New -Adath Israel Acad-

emy will be dedicated in honour of a |

number of individuals, who have made
substantial contributions to the build-
ing fund. :

Temple Emanu-El
* DR. HARRY J. STERN, Rabbi

Services during Summer months

- Friday evenings, 8:15 o'clock, are held

in the Temple Community House un-
der the auspices of Temple Brother-
hood. Those in charge of the ritual
vn Friday .evening, May 13th, are the
following: Mr., Hershell Lewis, Mr.

Men's Associa--

. Cohen, Irving Solowey, Iwiné
Adath Israel Congregation

following the ceremonies in the -

of the Jewish Peo-
F. Weinstein pte-’

Irving Solowey, ~Mr. Lewis' Sherwin;

- Mr. Jack Carrick.

Over Three Huudmcl Attznd
Temple” Emanu-El Pienic

And Field Day:

The fifth annual picnic held = under
the auspices of the Home and School
Association on Sunday, June 8th, was
one of the finest of Temple gather
ings. The committee in charge were
the following: Mesers.  Abe Izenberg,
President of Home ‘and School; Maur-
ice Schwartz, Nathan Izenberg, Louis
Bordo,
Samuel Garfield, Reuben insberg,
Seymour Tissenbaum, Sidney Morrs,
Stanley Tucker, Meyer Schwartz, Her:
shell Lewis, LEWIS Sherwin, Samuel
Bross, Sidney Sundell, Henry Rosen-
berg, Mark Stein, Jack Carrick, Wil-

liam Hoffman, Gerry Chernoff, Gerry -

Levitan, Joseph Frankel, Gene Wert-
heimer;, Dr. Meyer Golfman and Dr.
Henry Shaffer. ~ Among those who
were awarded prizes in the various

‘races and Fa.rtlctpants in amateur show

were the following: Rose .Anne San-
koff, Susan Cohen, Terry Cayne, Judy
Schwartz, Helene Hoffman, Karl Kem-
berg, Sidney Bick, Meyer Gruber, Da-

vid Engels, Nelson Myers,, Robert
Stein, Glen Springer, Ann Lobel,
‘Daonald Rubin, Robert Sinai, Minda

Cummings, Isobel Marks, Jennifer
Carrick, Jo-Anne Solowey,-Ann Lang,
Marilyn Sheinhart, Marilyn Solowey,
Norman Shapiro, Marilyn Levitan,
Marilyn Cohen, Gerald Buceci, Frankie
Friedman, Barbara Izenberp, Sandra
Tilner, Sara-Lee Levitan, Stanley Gar-

field, Stephen Bordo, Robert Michaels,

Lisette Sinai, Helene Bloch, Miriam
Michaels, Ross Myers, Paul Bordo,

Stephen Kerner, Donna Kerner, Rose’

Anne Engleberg, Sharon Solowey,
Peter Lewis, Peter Miller, Mark Gold-
berg, Mortie Marcovitch, Lorne Ro-
zovsky, Steve Marcovitch, Robert Gar-
field, Allan Morris, Gerry Romand,
Howard Joy Lang, Elaine - Sherwin,
Susan Beck, Barbara Cohen, Arthur
Gimqhe.rgﬁ John Wisenthal, Bobby Mi-
chaels, Ronald Torchin,
by, Michael Lessor.
Among adults who won  prizes:—
Lewis Shapiro, Arthur Lang,-A. Ull-
man, Edmond Meyers, Rosalnd Sun-
dell; Bernice Cummings, Bernie Ber-
cuson, Helene Heller, Joseph Manis,
Mr.. and Mrs. BEdward E. Danson. -

Book Lovers’ Committee Meetmg

Under the chairmanship of Mrs.

‘Harry Joshua Stern the Temple Book

Lovers’s Committee holds 'a meeting
Tuesday afternoon, June- 17th, at 3.00
o'clock. At this time plans will be for-

~mulated for the 1952-53 Book Lovers'

Series of lectures.

Temple Board of Trustees:

Under the  chairmanship of Mr. Hy-
man Grover, the Board of Trustees
holds an important meeting on Thurs-

Daniel Jass-
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day evening, June 19th. At this time
plans will be formulated for the Tem-
ple Emanu-El's Seventieth Anniversary
celebration which will be observed al-

ter all the High Holy Days.

Newly Elected Board of Brotherhood
Holds Dinner Meeting:

Mr. Joseph Cooper, President ol
Temple Brotherhood will meet with’
mecmbers of the Brotherhood Board at
dinner .on Wednesday - evening, June
18th, ‘at which time chairmen of vari-
ous brothgrhood committees will be
appointed:

Co-Ordinating Committee Meeting:
Mr. Maxwell Hochmitz, chairman of
Temple Co-Ordinating Comnmittee, will
meet with the members representing
Temple Brotherhood, Sisterhood,
Young Married and Home and School
on Tuesday evening, June 17th, to
plan the programme of Temple activi-
ties by the Constituent Societies for -
1952-1953 season, °

Spanish & Portuguese
Congregation

- DR. SOLOMON FRANK, Rabbi
Mr. L. Kauffman, M.A., Headmaste:
Rev. S. Kastner, Cantor

Welcome:.

The Synagogue takes this opportun-
ity of welcoming the following mem-
bers: William Litvak, Louis Guttman,
Sidney Axelrod.

Bar-Mitzvah:

Isadore Myer, son nf Mr. & Mrs.
J. Wilansky, will be called to the read-

ing of ther Torah' on the Sabbath
morning of June 14th.
-‘Men's Club:

The Shearith Israel Mcns Club -held
their closing Darice in the Synagogues
Community Hall on Saturday evening,
June 7th. This social function was
considered the highlight of the season
in view of the large attendance. Mr.
Ben Lipsey, Programme Chairman, has
announced that similar .type functions
will be held during the coming’ scason.

4 miles north of Ste, Agathe
100 Rambling Acres
Lodge and Private Bungalows
Private Baths
Riding, Golf, Tennis,
Etc. )

M.C. ENTERTAIN- -
MENT ORCH.

Folder 0707
Charlevoix

Montreal DE. 8055

f
WVRY-SURTTE L at
QUEBEC ERS

wrs

Tasty Homecooked Meals ®

CANTOR’S SQUARE LAKE INN

ST. FAUSTIN STATION, QUE.

'ENJOY YOUR HOLIDAYS IN A BEAUTIFUL -SETZ'!NG
HIGH IN°' THE LAURENTIAN MOUNTAINS

All Conveniences ® Sports - Tennis -

NIGHTLY BNTERTAINMENT & DANCING
SPECIAL SEASONAL RATES FOR FAMILIES

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY

Rooms with Showers and Baths
Swimming - Boating

. For wore information apply to:

CANTOR’S BAKERY

5563 PARK AVENUE
Tel. CAlumet 1711
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N EWG | THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA

e 3080 BREOADWAY. NEW YORE 27, N. Y. + RIVERSIDE 9-8000

FOR RELEASE: MONDAY, APRIL 28, 1952

Doctor Louis Finkelstein, Chancellor of The Jewish
Theologlcal Seminary of America, will sall for Israel at noon,

Wednesday, April 30th, aboarﬁ_the Queen Mary, it-was-ahnounced today -

"'"by'AlahiM; Stfoﬁck;‘Cﬁ&irmaﬁ‘bffthachardfof'thbctors*offthaﬁ~*“*——*ﬂr——ﬁ

#

Seminary,

Doctor Finkelstein, who plans fo remain in Israel for
several months for discussions with statesmen'ahdhschblark, will
confer the honorary degree of Doctor of HebrewlLiteraturé upon
Prime Minister David Ben Gurion of Israel at a convocation to be
held in Jerusalem on_Sunday,_May 25. _A.deleggtion of Seminary |

officers and lay leaders, as well as graduates of the various schools

" of the Seminary who are now living in Israel, will attend the cere-

monies, Particlpating also will be Doctor Alexander Marx, Director
of Libraries at ﬁhe Seminary and internationally-noted historian

and scholar, now visiting Israel.,

e e —

Commenting on his trip to the new mtate, Doctor

- Finkelstein declared: "Never before in human history has there been

such an urgent need for'cleaf formulation and application of the
prophetic concept implicit in monotheistic religion, democracy and
human dignity. During my visit to Israél, T hope to discuss with
Government leaders; schﬁlars and statésmen'of'tha£ COuntry'tha
-insights developed here 1h'America by men of failth, so that we

may discover how our approach andlthat déveioped in Israel may

- (MORE) -
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interact updn each other and be applied for the common good of all
mankind. | o |

"In the light of the great heritage of Judalsm,"™ Doctor
Finkelstein continued, "it is my hope also to investiéate tha ways
in which we American Jews, as well as our countrfmen of all faiths,
may help Israsl resume its histﬁrid rolé of spiritual mediaﬁor'
between the Occlident and the Orient. Similarly, I hopelto discover
clues to the more effective cooperation of people stemmiﬁg from
different backgrounds tut pursuing common goals, |

"The foremost problem qonfrontiﬂg men of our timeé“_-
Doctor Finkelstein concluded, "is spiritual. Jewa-in'ﬁmérica and
Jeﬁs in Israel, like our whole generation, have an immense responsi-
bility in re-orienting their minds from emphasis on matérial values
to recognition of the primacy of gﬁiritual vglues. The éixty—four
graduates of the Seminary now living in Isragl have gone there, not
seeking to better thelir lives materially, but Fp sefva a spifitual_
cause. In thé same way, the'diétinguished'scholars and laymen, who
have come from Israel to America and are serving at thé Samihary and
elsewhere, have come here bpcause of the 6pportunity to render a
unique spiritual service. Free exchange of ideas, not simply through
gginted word, but through personal contact, is 1ndispensable to
the improvemeﬁt of the moral climate of our time. I hope ‘that my
visit to Israél Wiil_result in the stimulation of this kind of |

exchage between Israel and America."

#



Rabbl Simon Greenberg, Vice-Chancellor and Professor
of Hodllectics at the Jewlsh Theological Seminary of
America will p're'side in the religious ceremonies on this
telecast. |

# # # #
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REMARKS BY MR. BEKSON FORD, VICE-PRESIDENT, THE FORD MOTOR CO. .
AT THE SECOND ANNUAL WORLD BROTHERHOOD DINNER, SPONSORED BY
THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAT, SEMINARY OF AMHERICA, SUNDAY EVENING,
APRIL 20, HOTEL WALDORF-ASTORIA, N&W YORK CImY MR. FORD
ACCEPTED THE SECOWND WORLD BROTHERHOOD AVARD, ON BEHALF OF

THE FORD .F'OUNDATION,

-

_ I'éﬁ,hlghiﬁ bqﬁdﬁéd‘to_pébéive.this award-ffom'Thé Jewish
TheologicéllSeminafy of A@erica‘on behalf*of The'Ford Foundation. '
sThere is nothing that S b YA ntaR 11 of us
individually more than this vital and fundamental i1dea of human
brotherhéod. Certainly there is nothing in Which the Foundation

is more actively interested.

| We all know, too, that thérériscgnspecial role which PezliLgi_on______I:_t"f
can play in implanting and implementing that ideal.'lOn'behalf of':: ‘
-the Foundation, I would likehto pay a sincere tribute to the very
valuable work of The ngishlfheologicai Séminary of America, its
faculty; its Bbard:of:Trusteés; and its Boér@ of Overseers for all
'1ts contributions in‘this fields-

Men whose:fathers and forefathers had been traditional and
1rreconc11ablé*énémies in Europe  and Asig.accepted eaéh other quite
naturally as felléw—citizensland friends in our own country. In
our businésslorganizations-wa have learned éﬁ'an increasirig scale
to feugrd and promote talent regardless of its source ~- and we
see more and more that this is the only sehsible plah. Because-
of this belief in abllity, we have built ﬁp the most efficient

(MORED
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industrial soclety ever attained by man and, together with it, an
unequalled standard of living for our citlzens -- materially to be
sure but, I think, spirituvally also,

If we ask ourselves what is the secret qt all- this, I_think we
can ansﬁer quite simply that it 1s the hope of fulfilling in this
country an ancient dream_that men might one day shake off thelr
chains and find real freedom in hﬁman brotherhocd, |

Today; 5§qguse'of the progress of:science,'we findlourselves
living on a planet which in terms of physical communications has
shrunk to a fraction of its siza a generation ago. Where we once
craw}ed like ants, we now stride with jet-propelled 7-league boots.
The whole world has become a single neighborhood, and the nearer
mations have drawn to each other and the more they have become
neighﬁora with each other, the hore their mutual distrust seems to
‘have increased. We have to go back to the dark ages to find humen
cruelty comparable with that which has been let loose in the world
nowadays.
| Unless we can learn to live with our neighbo: and teach him
to live with us, we are likely to go on k1lling each other more
efficlently and on a larger scale than ever before.

I think we have a duty to ask ourselves whether this cruelty
is merely a wave in the tide of hﬁmgn progress, or whether it is
somethiné which it is in our power to arrest.

| In a speech he made before he becamelPresident,-Abraham Lincoln
told the farmers of Milwaukee a story about an Eastern monarch who
once ordered his wise men to find him & saying which would be true at
all times and in all situationsf- After much whispering and delibera-
tion, they preﬂehted him with thege words =~ "And this too shﬁll
pass away.," | |

As we look at our shrunken and sadly-divided wor%d, w%th ita
_ MORE
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hatreds, fears and ruthless exterminations of whole cdmmunities, we
carnnot content ourselves with the comforting thought that "This too
shall.pass aﬁay." If our success in achieving peace among ourselves
is to lead to a wider conceﬁtion of brotherhood'thrbughout the world,
we shall need -- under whatever circumstances of strel n and uncerw
tainty -- to cultivate the basic ethical valuesg of democracy --
devotion to equality, individual worth, intellectual freedom,
political liberty, democratic proceéses, and a real conslderation of
the rights and interests of others. We must put Inbto everyday use
the high moral principles of the greéf religions,

This 1s.a task we have scarcely begun. We can be qulte sure
that there is a long, harﬁ'road ahead before men will begin to 160k
on each other-és brotherg and as currént events are grimly.teaching
us, those whb trgvel down thls road will suffer many diﬁappointments.
But, as you will remembsr, St. Paul wrote these words in his letter
to the.Romans nearly 1,900 years ago:?

"We glory in tribulations also; knowing that tribulétion
worketh patience; and patience, experience; and experlence, hope.,"

Thank you again for asking me to be with you tonight.

4
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of ordinary Russian life as the chandeliers
in the U.S. embassy, yet by the same token
they often catch fascinating flashes of dip-
lomatic ado and occasional deeper gleams
of humor and of terror.

The Wriggle Method. Spaso House, the
U.S. ambassador’s residence in Moscow, is
a piece of colossal froufrou of the “classic
revival” sort. “In architecture,” says Mrs.
Kirk, “the Russians seem to lag a hundred
years behind the rest of the world.” Taste
in furnishings, however, is right up to
1g12, with a strong “aspidistra atmos-
phere.” The ironic truth, says Mrs. Kirk,
is that the destrovers of the middle class
have at last themselves “risen to a petty-
bourgeois level of taste and morality.”

Managing the Spaso House establish-
ment was a little more than a fulltime job.
No sooner was a servant properly trained
than the secret police might whisk him
away. To Siberia? Or to serve in the house
of a party bigshot? The embassy was never
told. As a result, the service often had a
certain flavor of Central Asia, as when one
day a maid was discovered polishing the
main dining table by lying full-length upon
it and furiously wriggling her rump. Rus-
sian laundries proceed against Western
garments with such violence that it was
felt advisable to wash clothes on the prem-
ises. As for dry cleaning, it is virtually
unknown in Russia; everything had to be
sent to Finland.

An Internal Situation. Diplomatic tri-
umphs were small and few while the Kirks
were in Moscow, but the ambassador’s
wife recalls a social triumph or two: Mr.
Vishinsky came to lunch. and laughed sev-
eral times; Mr. Gromyko went so far as
to discuss an internal situation with Mrs.
Kirk—his wife’s liver,

In fact, Admiral Kirk’s relations with
Gromyko were reasonably good. “You
must warn me. Mr. Minister,” said the
ambassador one day when the toasts began
to fiy in Russian. “if I am drinking con-
fusion to the United States.” Gromyko
grinned. and replied: “That would have
to be in vodka, something very strong.
This is only white wine!”

How do the Russian people like their
government? Mrs. Kirk reached only a
broad conclusion: “It would be wrong to
imagine any general revolt building up.
The people are too patient . . . They hope
life will be better for their children.” Just
how? “It may not come in our time,” an
embassy chauffeur told Mrs. Kirk, “but it
will be a fine thing . . . No one will work
more than two or three hours a day, and

in the stores everything will be free.”
-

Strait Is the Gate

Heaven ano EartH (318 pp.)—Coarlo
Coccioli—Prentice-Hall ($3.50).

When a novelist chooses religion for
his theme and a priest for his hero, he
faces as hard a problem as fiction can
pose. His hero must be a man of faith—
and if that faith is to ring true, the nov-
elist cannot, like Homer or Hemingway,
give his hero the sort of dash that enliv-
ens the worldling in fiction. His moral
lapses are less endurable than in another

AmBassaDOR & Mrs, KIRK
Vishinsky loughed.

man; ultimately, and foreseeably, he must
prove his mettle by self-denial.

These are some of the reasons why
most religious novels are dull or mawkish.
The author’s embarrassment shows up in
the way he fidgets about in the shallow
end of his narrative pool, or the wild
high-dives he takes into the deep. Some-
times he tries to avoid these extremes by
holding on to the guard-rail and pulling
himself around the edges, often out of
his depth. but never going under.

Who Believes 14?7 In Heaven and Earth,
Italian Novelist Carlo Coccioli uses his
characters as a guard-rail. He tells most
of his story through their mouths, and
thus remains at a safe distance himself.
His priestly hero, Don Ardito, is one of
those men who, like Tolstoy, struggle to
tell the world that it has totally forgotten
what Christianity is. “We say that the
Father sent His Son to earth in the flesh
and that the Son died . . . in order to re-
deem us . . . And we say further that
every day we are allowed to repeat His
sacrifice for our eternal salvation. We
have said that millions of times . . . for
the past 20 centuries, but who believes
it? Who believes it strongly enough to
act in conformity with his belief?"’

Not the priests, says Don Ardito. “Com-
promise, moderation, restrained zeal, a
constant effort to be ‘human’ and please
the general public, all these mixed in with
personal greed and jealousy—isn't that
the portrait of the average priest? . . .
How many of us priests . . ., act as if the
truth we preach were a spiritual reality,
not a mere symbol?”

Don Ardito's Expiation. Heaven and
Earth describes Don Ardito's pilgrim’s
progress toward the spiritual reality of
his faith. When he arrives at the rectory
in his small mountain parish and is warm-
ly welcomed by the lusty young woman
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who was his predecessor’s housekeeper,
he boots her out. When a rich parishioner
commits adultery, Don Ardito ignores his
cash value to the parish and bars him
from Communion till he breaks off his
affair. When he ‘sees that he needs more
learning to make his message efiective
among the educated, he drives himself to
grinding study.

Don Ardito is deplored, detested, vili-
. fied. But he is also adored: even anti-
clerical partisans call him “the saint.”
The flaw in his character is that he is so
intent upon his crusade that he cannot
pause to deal with individual problems.
Even as he climbs to fame as a preacher,
he shrinks as a human being; he cannot
give simple love to those who need it
from him.

Heaven and Earth ends with an act of
‘expiation. Don Ardito persuades a Ger-
man officer to execute him for acts com-
mitted by the partisans. In this way,
Author Coccioli attempts to bring all na-
tions, creeds and parties within the sphere
of his theme—to throw Don Ardito’s gir-
dle of love around the earth.

1t is not surprising that Coccioli fails
to bring off this master throw. “‘How in-
capable T am of explaining!” writes one
of his characters of Don Ardito. “What
was there about - his words that makes
them ring with such intensity? . . . I
could weep over my own ineptitude. It is
all the crueler because as soon as I stop
writing I can see the essence of his secret
in absolute clarity.”

This is every novelist’s problem in a
nutshell. But it is particularly the prob-
lem of the novelist who tries to portray
convincingly the mind and soul of a re-
ligious hero.

Recent & ReapasLe

Journey to the Far Pacific, by Thomas
E. Dewey. A discerning and lively narra-
tive of Dewey’s travels in 17 countries
last year (Tmve, July 21).°

Matador, by Barnaby Conrad. Latest
addition to the small shelf of good books
about bullfighters (TiME, June 30).

Anne Frank: The Diary of @ Young
Girl. How eight Jews escaped the Ges-
tapo for two years by hiding in an Am-
sterdam office building; recorded in the
memorable journal of a teen-age girl
(TME, June 16).

The Thurber Album. Back through the
turnis of time with James Thurber of Co-
lumbus, Ohio (Tme, June 2).

Winston Churchill, by Robert Lewis

Taylor. A cheerfully anecdotal biography
(TiME, June 2).

Witness. The testament of Whittaker
Chambers (Time, May 26).

The Time of the Assassins, by Godfrey
Blunden, A tale of two fanaticisms—SS
and NEKVD—in the Ukrainian city of
Kharkov (TmME, May 19).

The Golden Hand, by Edith Simon.
Life & death in a fictional English village
of the 14th century (Time, April 28).

Invisible Man, by Ralph Ellison. A
rousingly good first novel about the com-
ing of age of a Negro boy (TmiE, April
14).
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your ice cube problems once and for all.
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in "til vou scoop big, perfect solid cubes out of the storage
bin. There are no trays to fill or empty — nothing to
turn on and off —no frequent cleaning —no defrosting.

Perfect, solid cubes, uniform in s:ize, completely clean’
with no holes to trap ingredients, no odd shapes — just
hard, crystal-clear ice all the way through.

It's conveniently compact —designed to fit under coun-
ters, shelves, bars. Has acid-resisting porcelain top for
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AND—it can pay for itself in a year! $71n
Surprisingly low-priced. In most localities only...
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Observation Tower
Searchlights and Sidelights

By MOSES J. FELDMAN

Had the Russian Church shown some hu-
manity by scaying the hand of Tsarist op-
pression and tyranny or, to be exact, had
it refrained from conniving with Tsarist of-
ficialdom, the land of Tolstoi would not
have undergone the kind of upheaval thar
steadily led to che saddling of mankind with
unending wars and a besetting fear of its own
shadow, notwithstanding its top-heavy mili-
tary might and growing potential for its de-
fonse. At least, there would have been no
such murderous vendetta against all religion
as confronts us at every turn. And if the
Church the world over, during five horrid
years when the Nazi Gehenna was ablaze, had
not whispered to itself: “Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do!"—
even though those gauleiters rejected this
plea as an insule to their intelligence—a chas-
tened 20th-century Christianity could then
preach the gospel with a much clearer con-
science and serve its “spiritual purpose™
cruthfully at long last.

Not only does our benign theologian play
the role of defender of the three faiths, but he
also takes strong exceprion ro the idee fixe that
afflicts Orthodox Jews “with undiminished
persistence™ that they are the Chosen People,
This is too anachronistic a notion to harbor
or tolerate, even though his own Torah ex-
plicitly affirms it and his own ritval reiter-
ates it and history has amply confirmed it.
This self-abnegation of his is to be regarded,
of course, as a2 mark of advanced liberalism,
which his Conservative stronghold has set out
to propagate, oblivious of what Christianity
and Mohammedanism themselves have to say
about the “Old Dispensation.” Docsn’t the
Church look upon Jews as being lost to sal-
vation? Doesn’t it see in Judaism the big-
gest stumbling-block to the onward march of
Christian dogma and dominance? And, with
all the psalm-singing and Hallelujahs it has
appropriated, isn't it squarely opposed to the
fulfilment of the Jew's “spiritual purpose?”
Hasn't our theologian modified his non-Zion-
ism enough so as to be disturbed by the pene-
tration of Christian missionaries into the age-
less hearth of Judaism, supported by plentiful
funds and “adamant” determination, and har-
assing the distressed immigrants with their
own formula of a “chosen people” and an
impudent usurpation of the very name Is-
rael?

Besides, what nced is there for such pro-
nunciamentes? Not the most rabid Jew-baiter
has ever suggested that Christians are in dan-
ger of persecution at the hands of Jews, or
that churches have to stand on guard against
Jewish incendiaries. They require mo defense
or protection against Jews, not even Orthodox
Jews, who are, anyway, busy tending their
“barrier of survival,” as he calls it. Why this
braggadocio that Conservative Jews do nof be-
lieve as do Orthodox Jews that they are the
“chosen people?”

The principal thing for Finkelstein to
prove is that the Conservatives observe Juda-
ism appreciably more than do Reform Jews.
Orthodox Jews were taughe that *'the right-
cous among all nations will have a share
in the world to come”.% And we mighe well
leave it at that, except to remark that the
proviso? is that they abide by the seven
Noachian laws pertaining to the administra-
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tion of justice, blasphemy, idolatry, murder,
adultery, robbery, and cating from a limb cuc

. from a living.animal.5 In other words, piety

by itself cannot condone, let alone atone for,
persecution, as was hitherto imagined and
still is. Said a a far-secing Rabbi of long ago:
“In the Messianic days, mankind will accept
all the precepts of the Torah, only to recant
later.” The prophet Micah scems co have had
a -somewhat similar premonition. For, al-

though, with Isaiah, he beheld the nations ©

ultimately streaming to Zion to receive the
divine teaching, and even abjuring the arbitra-
ment of war, yer he significantly adds: “for
all the nations shall each go in the name of
his' god, while we shall go in the name of
the Lord our God for evermore,”1? as dis-
tinct from the belief of a later scer that "in
that day the Lord wiil be One and His name
One,""11 and unhyphenated by wvthers.

NEED hardly point our that the impor-
tane of Dr. Finkelstzin's overly publicized
outgivings under discussion in the two pre-
ceding articles here, derives from che fact that

" he spoke in an official capacity as mentor of

students in training for chz Jewish ministry,
apart from his administrative authority at
the Seminary in question. We are, therefore,

' anxious to know" the trend of his views, his

program of ‘instruction, his pl:m of action,
and his predominant objective-in the sphere
of practical Judiism, so as to form an idea
a; to the manner they are most likely to be
influenced and, in ‘turn, to influence those
they are to lead. i

Despite the nature of his public utterances
and preferred associations, we are told that
“his personal life is Orthodox enough to satisfy
a Pharisee.”” Whereas, then, the familiar: taunt
“Don’t do as 1 do; do as 1 tell you to do!”
points 25 a rule to the failure of a preacher to
live up to his own exhortations,! as here ap-
plied it would bear a cofverse meaning and
indicate the deplorable failure on Dr. Finkel-
stein's part to preach in accordance with_his
practice. To be sure, this latter discrepancy
canmot, from the standpoint of the public in-
terest, be considered as. the less. disparaging
of the two, and it cerrainly cannot be placed
in the same category with that which the
Rabbis speak of, now admiringly now indiffer-
ently; for, they have reference to bemg stricter

with oneself chan - the law’ requires,” buc his’

strictness is not, [ imagine, any greater than
the law lays dowh. And in their case, the
lenicncy is that of the law itself, while his
goes contrary to cstablished law.

Furthermore, to have allowed his personal
orthodoxy to be paraded in the press, not only
made the mr:cngrunry of 'his position the more
conspicuous, but it also risked giving the im-
pression thar it was used_a.s a bait. This is noc
honest salesmanship, but comes near being
chizath cnayim3 ‘the art of deluding the eye,
if not, as in Yiddish, “einwicklen die tum’ah
in der yirah.”

Nor can it be disputed thit one kind of dis-
crepancy’ between preachment and  practice
it as confusing as the other is demoralizing.
QOnce laxity is sanctioned, whether by ex-
ample or by ideological appeasement or coward-
ice wearing the garb of liberalism, it develops
apace and comes to resent all restraint. The
pupil outdoes his easy-going instructor and
unprincipled exemplar alike; the follower out-
strips his leader who presents 2 platform that
lays but vanishing stress on conformity and
is very little impressed by the latter’s ad-
herence to a stricter norm as a matter of
personal preference or from habit only, Such

. a situation tends in time to loosen the bonds

of loyalty or consistency on .the part of the
teacher and leader himself. It may even lay
bare a germ of revolt that has long been
kept inoperative in him; a germ with surpris=
ing potentialities.” At all events, the resule, in
Rabbinic p:rlance. ns "maasith Torzh kish'tet
toroth,™ the Torah (or whatever be the
principle involved): becomes divided against
itself, By some such process, what has been
dubbed Conservatism has developed into Con-
fusionism in point of formulation and well-
regulated mummery with respect to practice.
Authentic and historic traditionalism, today
decried as static, is replaced by what is er-
ratic and sporadic—though recently described
as “dynamic"—and each individuval, in the
pulpit as in the, pew, is a law unto himself, a
law that is a snare and a delusion, a law chat
invites dissolution, By implication or indirec-
tion Rabbis are advised: "Don’t tell your con-
gregants to do s you do; aye, may even do
as they do; manoeuver and hee-haw, be gra-
cious and accommodating, until their demands,
the vox populi, shall be racified by our con-'
stitured authorities in solemin :sscnil‘ilv',' and
ym."ll be safe.” Consequently, there i 2 grow=’
ing number of marranos, marionnettes “and
masqueraders, 2s the case. may be, serving ds
spiricual leaders in all groups. This must be’
laid at the door of Conservarism, despite or
because of its alluring mezuzab. '
(To be comtinued)

6 Tosefta San. 13 5

T Maim. Melakhim 8 end. He cexchanges the =

_ original Tsadike for Hasside (Ib. Edoth 11
-end; Teshuvah 3, end 7) which has be-
come proverbialized. -The Rabbis also speak
of “the thirty righteous among the nations
by whose merit they exist” (Hulin 92a,
bottom). Also sec Ib. 13b.

® San. §6b.

*.Jer. Avodah Zara: 2, I

1% 4, 5; also see 2K 17, 33.

11 Zech, 14, 9. co B
1 There arc those wba prm:b awell bm’ Jo.:-_-r ;
not act well, those whn act well but do. +
nat preach w;‘”; but you both preach and i
act well” (Jobanan b, Zakkai to Elazar .b.-
Arach, Hagigah 14b).The Rabbis put onc

~down as “rasha arum,” wily and wicked,

~awhose set practice it is to be “lenient with
bBimself and stringent with “others” (Sofa

"21). Do not probibit unto others what you

permit yourself” (Ex. R. 25,8 end).

“Sanctify (or discipline) yourself cven in

what the Law permits you™ (Sifre Deut. II,

21; febamoth 20a). "How shall we honor

(ar, what are we to do f0) your father's
household (that of R. Gamliel) for im pos-
ing a sterner rule wpon themselves than upon
all Tsracl?® (Mishra Befza 215). "Malters
which are permitted bul some people” have
forbidden for themselves, cte”’ (Pesabim
50b. Sce Tosefoth 51a).

* San. 676,

4 Sota 47b.
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' THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY OF AMERICA

4
NORTHEAST CORNER, BROADWAY AND 122np STREET
NEW YORK 27, N Y.

Auguet 51, 1951

Dear Colleagues:

As chairman of the Rabbinical Assembly Committee on the Revitalization
of the Sabbath, I have the honor of inviting you and through you, your
congregation to join in a national rededication effort. ,

Specifically, I suggest that you devote the sermon of Yom Kippur day
to the theme of the revitalization of the Sabbath. That sermon should
lead un %o an anveal for the acceptance of three nledges: to refrain
from all avoidable work, to observe the ceremonies of Kiddush and
candle-lighting, to attend the synagogue at least once on the Sebbath.

The launching of the campaign for the Sabbath ghould be followed by 2
variety of study courses and special projects, which the office of the
United Synagogue will supply to you.

Enclosed herein you will find some reflections on the theme of this

effort, that might prove helpful to you in planning your eermon and

your addresses to various groups. A copy of a suggested pledge card

is enclosed for your convenience. A syllabus for the study of the
Sabbath-institution, analyzing the values it sought to preserve, from

ancient days dovn to the present, is available for distribution,

through the Rabbinical Assembly office, A book on the meaning of

the Sabbath by Frofessor Eeschel will be rubliohad shortly after the Holidays,

For the Yom prpur .appeal to be even moderately successful, the com-
plete cooperation of your ritual committee and Board of Directors is
needed, May I, therefore, suggest that you read to your committee the
following paragranha, from this letter:

“Gentlemen. b ol o Ny _ .

I address this plea to you in behalf of the rabbis of our .yt

woe movement,  who have pondered long and sorrowfully over the o
» gradual disaﬁpearance of :Sabbath ovservance from the lives

« . Of our congregants. With all the emvhagis of our-collective 3
conscience, we urge you to reflect that ‘all our, Iaborﬂ for ;
Judaism in America glance off intoc space like bullets ‘from
a rock, B0 long as we ignore the issues at the heart of our

~ faith. You, gentlemen, are congregational leaders, who do
not hesitate to bring many sacrifices for your congregation.

" ¥We apoeal in behalf of the purHose for which your congresg-
ation is founded. If you dlg the well, will you not heln
in persuading pveople to drink from it?
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The time has arrived for us to ask ourselves, "Vhat
does it mean to live as a Conservative Jewi", and to
act accordingly. We dare not commit the future of
Judaism to & succession of “ghots in the arm." Ve
must picture to ourselves the ideal pattern of Amer-
ican Jewish life and then boldly and gladly lead the

" way, in accenting it for ocurselves. You who labor
and build, sweat and toil for the synagogue -- are
you willing to take what you give, accept as your
personal way of life that which you hold out to the
community?

This challenge is contained in the concrete plan that
our national movement invites you to join and that
your rabbi will explain to you.

We know full well that the effort which we intend to
launch on Yom Kippur is one that will have to be
continued for many years. Every Yom Kippur will be

to us an occasion for dedication to niety during the
year, not a substitute for year-round Judaism. That
is why the initial success of the Sabbath-vitalization
campaign is so important for our future.

ey I remind you that whatever you do or fail to do
© will influence the lives of many people in your com-
‘ muinity, and indirectly, the lives of our peovle
: throughout this blessed country, for we are all links
in one chain. "Kol Yisroel Chavairim". " ;

Trusting that you will not withhold your supvort from our movement
in this vital issue, I am '

Sincerely yours,

:ﬁlid{i Eg ‘ (:QJLLd,

Jacob B. Agus '’

P. S. Please advise me, through the office of the Rabbinical Assembly,
whether your congregation will join us in this effort.

Enc. 2
ew
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Reflections on the Sabbath Revitalization Effort

'I. The Ursency of the Eroject

A.

Vhy is the revitalization of the Sabbath an immediate wroblem? FKaven't
we  been talking about the Sabbath for years? Why the sudden sense of
urgency?

To be sure, nroblems do not cease t0 be urgent and timely because they
have been faced before. IJevertheless, to »rod neonle into facing a
oroblem with earnestness end determination, a dramatic factor must be
introduced. Indeed something has hawened which brings the Sabbath
into the forefront of consciousness. Always timeless in significance,
it has suddenly become a very timely, up to the minute task for our
generation.

That enoch-making eveni is the emergénca of the State of Israel.

1. Jewish Loyalty has been directed, heretofore, in the channels
of the nreservation of the Jewish neonle. The life of our
neople was threatened by the twin-headed hydra of antisemitism
and assimilation. In onsosition to these pressures which attained
their climax in our time, those of us, who refused to give uo in
despair, countered by reans of the Zionist wrogram, on the one
hand, and anti-defamation, on the other hand. Zionism was wnrimarily
the collective response of Jews to the corroding challenge of
assimilation. Anti-defamation was the reswonse to the nainful
crescendo of antisemitic propaganda.

2. The emergence of Israel as an indenendent, self-governing nation,
makes the twin expressions of the Jewish will to live obsolete.
The survival of the Jewish »eow»le is now no longer subject to the
day by day challenge of life. It is no longer charged with a
character and a quality that is unique. As a nation, Israel now
faces and solves its problems as deo other nations, taking its
normal chances in the universal strugzgle for survival. The will
to live of the other immigrant nationalities does not prevent
their continuous absorption into the 1life of the American nation,
because the continued existence of their home-nationality does
not devnend ujon their stubborn resistance to the assimilatinz
nowere of the American "melting pot". How, that Israzel has taken
its Dlace among the govermments of the world, Jewish national
loyalty is bound to seek the "normal" level of other national
grouvs. “ence, the Zionist dream can no longer function as a
motive for Jewish living.

‘3. By the same tolcen, antisemitism has bsen robbed of its unique
sting and its quality of universality. The Jew was oreviously
in 2 class by himself, subject tothe stigma of being different
es a nation from all the veonles of the world. Now, this stigma
hag been removed. Anti-Jewish feeling may continue to manifest
itself from time to time, fluctuating in intensity, but it can
no longer anpeal as a "philosophy". The debacle of Hitlerism
contributed to the same end, by demonstrating the inhuman madness
of antisemitism. ' -
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II.

D.

Jewigh survival in America devnends now upon the strength of the Jewish
religion. The Jewish "will to live" must now be directed into the
channels of the Jewish faith. As long as we still have & generation of
self-affirming, "positive" Jews--people who wish their children and
grandchildren to continue to accent with joy and pride their Jewish
identity--we must build those patterns and forms of living that are
capable of securing the creative survival of the community.

If we fail now to channel the sentiments of this generation from
national seli-assertion to religious dedication, we may lose the
battle for a meaningful Jewisgh existence in thig country. The younger
generation cannot accept Zionismend anti-defamation as adequate
motives for Jewish living. Thus, their "will to live" as Jews might
diminish progressively to the vanishing point.

Yence, the time for the revival of Judaism is now.

Illustration - "Yhy has Isrzel been compared to a pigeont TFor the
pigeon in its flight soars with one wing, resting the other, alternating

‘them in its flight...". Israel has soared aloft thru the power of the
~two drives, nationalism and religion, with the one or the other drive

providing the pronelling power at different times. In our day, the
religious drive must carry the brunt of the task. :

Ihy Begin with the Sabbath?

A‘

1

The logical procedure for a religious revival seems to be one which
begins with faith in God. If a powerful faith in the living God of
Judaism is reborn in the hearts of our peonle, they will not hesitate
to accept such rites and ceremonials as are impnlied in a program of
Sabbath observance. Thus, too, the Christians in their evangelistic
crusades focus their efforts unon the acquisition of "faith", in the
sense of an overwhelming emotional experience.

The answer is that in Judaism faith is conceived not as a dogmatic
assertion, but ag the reflection of a good and holy life. Ve say not
only "faith without works is dead", but faith is the verbalization of
a life, senctified by "works". The "holy" to us, is not so much an
gwareness of the "ineffable", as it is the self-consciousness emerging
out of a life molded by the compelling attraction of the good, the
beautiful and the true.

1. Thus, our ancestors said, "na-aseh v'nishma" - from the doing
comes the understanding. The "two crowns", in action as well
as in thought, in the Kidrash story.

2. "Saith the wicked in this heart, there is no God." 7ith his
lips he may shout this dogma from the housetons, but, if his life
is wicked, then in his heart there is no faith. Contrariwvise,
the good man may question and doubt as did Jeremiah, Job, and
Gideon, but if his life be good, the inner voice, the "still,
small voice" of Elijah, rises above the din and the fire of the
world to proclaim that God liveth.

3. In all fields of culture, the act precedes the Judzement. Good
music is that which good musicians sense to be good. "Good taste",
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.in all svheres of life, results from living in accord with good
taste. Culture is that vhich cultured neople prefer. Religion is
the acquisition of a taste for the highest recesses of the human
soul. "Taste and see that the Lord is good."

The second ansver is a w»ractical one. In terms of the realistic
endeavor to build Jewish personalities, the Sabbath ig the logical
beginning.  Zor if it be observed, even in vart, Judaism becomes part
of one's routine. Also, if attendance in the synagogue is accepted as

.an integral part of the Jewish wvay of life, every significant ideal in

every aspect of life will receive its nroper immetus thruthe service
and the sermon. 1hatever effort or institution is neediul at% any one
time, will be analyzed, evaluated and conveyed to the nuclear elements
of our neople thru the synagogue. For Judaism is an all-embracing
vattern of life, deriving its inspiration from religious faith, not
merely a collection of "sniritual®™ doctrines, and the rabbi is not
merely a purveyor of picus ideas, but an architect of Jewish living.
Hence, nothing that is intrinsically and healthily Jewish is outside
the scope of the rabbi's message and the synagogue's interest.

The Sabbath, accepted in this sense, would make an end of the diverse
vulgarities in Jewish life. '

1. The resort by congregations to undignified tricks, in order to
secure attendance at services.

2. The search for the flashy and the -opular and the interesting
instead of the truly substantial in congregationel activities.

3. The unseenly competition of a multitude of organizations, each
claiming to preempt Jewish loyalties, is one of the manifesta-
tions of the prevailing confusion as to the meaning of being a
positive Jew. It is for the synagogue to discover and to
evaluate the "holy smpark" in each organization.

Ch. I. Bialick - "If the entire Torah is contained in the Ten Com-

mandments, the Ten Commandments are contained in the Fourth Command-
ment. !

Thru the Sabbath, the Jews were made ready to aporeciate the message
of ioses. The Sabbath made the Torah possible. (lidrash)

The discussion as to which is the greatest verse in the Torah -~ the
"Xorban to-mid", greatest "K'lal".

Personal disciplines must be strengthened by the moral suvport which
comes from the accentance of identical disciplines by other people.
This is why attendance at public worship is so basic to the total
pattern of Jewish life. All Jewish prayers reflect this "we" con-
sciousness of being part of the community. Hence, too, "Kol yisroel
yaish lo-hem chailek 1'olom habo". Hoses's resvonse to the suggestion,
"Yteseh os-cho 1l'goi go-dol" ~ "one out of Israel" is more important
even then iloses. The feelinz of being part of the dedicated community
is basic to Jewish living. Recall the case of an Inglishman, marooned
unon a lonely island, who dressed for dinner, in order to retain his
gense of unity with civilized humanity.
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P S

A. To distinguish between the vital essence of religion and its outer

'~ expression in rites and ceremonies is & mark of maturity in the growth
of the spirit. The progress of enlightenment and liberalism in the
nineteenth century served to popularize and to emphasize this distinc-
tion. Indeed, no enlightened faith can afford to forget or to ignore
the distinction between essence and expression.

1. In Judaism, this distinction was made clear by the Torah, in the
numerous summaries of faith in Deuteronomy. It was especially
hammered home by the proohets. 'itness especially the reading
from Isaiah, chosen for Yom Kiopur.

2. But, the same prophet, who rebukes those who confuse rituals
with religion, makes it & point to call for the observance of the
Sabbath, stressing esnecially the need of "calling the Sabbath
a delight".

B. Rituals may be rightfully deprecated
1. Vhen they are talren to be the substance of religion.

2. Vhen their efficécy is presumed to be indevendent of the spiritual
intention accompanying them.

3. Yhen they are conceived, dogmatically and fanatically, to form
the exclusive steoping stones on the pathway of salvation.

C. The Sabbath is not subject to any of these strictures.

1. 1In the Sabbath, the substance and form of religion is one, if the
day is observed as an occasion for spiritual rededication.

a. Since "to walk in the ways of God" is one of the basic
princinles of piety, God is pictured in the Bible as resting
on the seventh day.

b. Unlike other rituals, there isg in the Sabbath a direct and
immediate relation between piety and the form of its
expression. ' If plety corresvonds to meaning and rituals to
language, then obviously words could be changed while the
meaning remains the same. Indeed, if the meaning is to Dbe
fully explicated and enriched, new, more refined and more
timely words must be found for the etermal truths. 3But,
exclamatory exnressions of main or »leasure are virtually
unchanging. Thus, the Sabbath is like a word of exclamation
-- 2 direct, immediate, indispensable exiression of niety.

D. All people today are followers of Hillel and the others who defined
Judaism, in one formula or another, as the love of God and the love of
man., But, they are quite prone to forget that religion is more than
any »ronosition or set of propositions; it is commitment, enthusiasm
and dedication. Philosovhy is thought, religion is thought plus life.
Thus religion is unthinkable without gsome form of binding oneself to a
pattern of living that is exmressive of it.

E., In addition to sefvﬁﬁg as the expression of piety, the Sabbath functions
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I.

-

A.

B.

as the unifying bond of the Jewish community. It brings each individu-
al, within the purview of the community, and the sense of community to
each individual.

The closest word for religion in Hebrew is "aish-doth" - not merely the
inner fire, and not merely the law, but both together. The word rel-
igio, in Latin, means to bind. It is not merely to think, to believe,
to say, to feel -- it is to bind oneself to follow a »attern of living.

John Dewey's concention of religion as a quality of dedication rather
than as a body of propositions is an illustration of this theme.

Josephus in "Contra Apionem", discussing the difference between Judaism
and the prevailing Greek philosonhies makes the point that, in Judaism,
all ideas and beliefs are action-centered. Concentions of God and man
are translated immediately into programs of action.

The Sabbath is not only the most imvortant "mitzvah", but the most

valuable instrument for the strengthening of all "mitzvoth".

That Does A Pledze Have To Do fith Religion

It is a silly question, but one quite likely to be asked,

To bind oneself to a pattern of observance %o which others similarly
bind themselves is the fundamental decision of religion.

1. Israelites at Sinai.
2. The Covenant concent reiterated so frequently in the Bible.

3. Progress in Judaism, through such covenants -- Hezekiah, Josiah,
Zedekiah. The time of Ezra and Wehemiah.

4, The "cha-vairim" of the Pharisees.

5. Every Chassidic society; every "mussar" group, and its "Kabboloth'",

V. Yhat Can The Sabbath Do For The American Jew?

]

The principle of rhythm that governs every aspect of life.

1. All week, we exvress the drive of "self-assertion"; on the Sabbath,
"self-gurrender".
The pressures of the machine age that build up tensions and neuroses.
The Sabbath ag an island of calm and renose.

"Self-imnrovement" is one of the most »owerful motivations in the
lives of Americans. The Sabbath is dedicated to self-discovery, first
of all, making mossible continuous growth.

Pgychiatric terminology is now popular. The tension and the "blocks"
that are built up in any continuous annlication. The need for release,
through expression, through prayer. ' '

The need of "finding oneself", by forgetting oneseif--yielding to a
larger, all-embracing cause. On the Sabbath, you don't merely rest,but
dedicate yourself to holiness and forge your links with the Jewishyieople.



From: The Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue
New York 21, N.Y,
RE = 7 = 8200

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

RABBI MAURICE N, EISENDRATH DENOUNCES -
SMEAR CAMPAIGN AGAINST MACIVER REFORT
3* 3 = * * #® %
Endorses MacIver Report,
Pledges UAHC Support And ‘ _ )

Calls for Early Adoption

In a sharply'wprded attack, Rabbi Maurice N, Eisendrath, President of the Union
of American Hebrew Congregations, this week denounced recent'smear_' attacks on Prog
fessor Rbbert Me¢ MacIver whose report on the Interfaith and defense work of the nat-
ional Jewish agencies questioned .'t:..he efficacjr of some of the agencies! work. Pro- .
fessor MacIver, ;who undertook a nationwide survey of .commuﬁity relations and inter-
faith activities of the various Jewish agencies on behalf of the National Community
Relations Advisory Council, has been attacked in certain quarters as "b:i.as‘ed, anti=
Semitic and unobjectiveg" ”

Taking vigorous exception to these charges, Dr, Eisendrath, spokesman for more
than LLO Reé‘orm Jewiﬁh congregations affiliated with the Union of American_Hebrew,
Cdngregations, declared: |

"While people have elvery_l right to disagree with Professor MacIver!'s conclusions,
it i1l l?ehqc?\fes any of them _tio_ resqrt to the kind of smears which'we_Jews h.ave always
denounced and of which we have ourseiveé;- so often beeh the victims, v

"Professor MacIver is oné -o'f the. nation*s:}gq}.s:t'andingl sociologists", Dr. Eisen=-
drath continued, "who graciously consented to undertake an intensive nationwide sur-
vey at the ‘r;equest of the NCRACs For some of us to ha\;e attempt.-eq_qto._'--.di;;;édit thé._‘ ol

(more)
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report and to have condemned him as biased and unobjective, even before the report
was made public, could at best be termed a gross error of judgment or at worst a de=-
liberate attempt to destroy its effectiveness."

Dr. Eisendrath endorsed the major premises of the repert and urged speedy imple-
mentation of the recommendations, pledging the Unionts full cooperation,

The report praised the positive contributions of the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations in the field of interfaith activity and recommended that it be given 
leadership in that sphere, Gratified at the recognition o_'f_. the Unionts role in fos-
tering interfaith understanding, Dr., Eisendrath said:

"We heartily concur.in this recommendatiox_x, not _merely' because it accords to the
Union a cherished privilege and responsibility, but because such a role is precisely
in keeping with the position we have long maintainedj that in tl_;e interfaith area
the Jewish community ought and.must; be mﬁreaented by a spécifically religious or-

. ganization, Various segments of the Jewi;.sh community may d&ffer as to the complexion
and definition of judaism itself, There can, however, be no possible difference of
opinion that in the specific .area of interfaith activity, the Jew must speak and
appear in the guise of a religious éntity. . _

"The Union and its affiliates are eager i:.o accept this responsibﬂity and feel"
themselves able, in the light of t_héir long experience, dating back some 80 years -

ago, to carry out its assignment in a most satisfacto:y_manner.“

Concurring with another recommendation that the Union should take steps to pro=
vide representation of other sections of judaism in its work, Dr, Eisendrath said the
Union is eager to enlist the cooperation of all Jewish groups in its program, He
pointed out thav the Jewish Chautauqﬁa Society of the National Federation of Temple
Brotherhoods, a Union affiliate, has, since its inception, utilized the services of
Crthodex and Conservative, as well as Reform rabbis,

The Réfo:m Jewish lra ader also re:.t.erated the policy of the Union to confine %48
interfaith activities within the framework of its present program and that it will -
nch become an "all-purpose! crganization extending its act:.v:n.ues .into other spheres

amply covered by. existing agencies,

"The Union will not create full-blown departments in community relations en=-
deavors so ancillary to its primary concern," he said,



A PIEDGE OF CONSECRATION

M3y 736 93

Dear Rabbi H

"If all the Torah is conteined in the Ten Commandments, the Ten
Commandments are contained in the injunction to observe the
Sabbath day". (Chayim Nachman Bialick)

In keeping‘with the effort of the United Synagogue to revitalize
the Sabbath,

1. I pledge to refrain from doing on the Sabbath
whatever work is avoldable 1n my circumstances, end
not in keaping‘with the spirit of the day.

2. I pledge to hallow the Sabbath in my home by
Kiddush, candle-lighting, etc.

5. I pledge to participate in public worship at
least once on the Sabbath.

Signature




N FWG T JEWISH THEOLOGICAL . SEMINARY OF AMERICA

30280 BROADWAY. NEW YOREK 27, N, Y. - BIVERSIDE 9.8000

FOR RELEASE: AFTER 2 P.M,, TUESDAY, FEB. 26, 1952

Jewry of the free lands and of Israel, "freed from the fear of
rootlessness and pérsecution, searching into the depths of their own
tradition and own predilections, cannot but find fhe thread leading
mankind out of its present’1nteilectual'ma23 and chaos," Doctor Louis

'~ Pinkelstein, Chencelloﬁucf;ﬁge JewigpJ@heglggi@alﬂSegin%ﬁy;Of Amégica_h
today (TUESD&Y; FEB. 26) told the first luncheon séssion of the newly-
established Seminary_lsfael Institute, which took place at the |
Seminary; 3080 Broadwey, New York Citye t

More than 256 leacers and scholars, Iincluding many Israells -and
representatives df'cutspanding ﬁmerican.Jeﬁish organizations; attended
the first regular seesicn of the Seminary Israel Institute. The
Institute, a jeint project of The Jewish Agency for Palestine and
the Seminary, has been founded to strengthen the spiritual and
cultural bonds between the State of Israel and America.
| Speaking on "The State of Israel as a Spirituel Force in the
Modern World," Doccor Finkelstein declared: "The world needs e pro-

phetic insight in Whlch the concept of human dignlty and worth will

S _ e B e -
o - o p——

be integrated with advanclng science and. scholarshln. Never in many
géﬁbrations have men been so utterly confused about their own,purposes
and aims as they are today. [Never have nations been given so com=
pletely to drift and unable to find an intellectual rudder_as today
-.'cb;...els it a vain hope that the children of the Jewish tradition,
liviné partly amidst their breth;en of other falths in the free

' | ' (MORE)
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JEr— ér'the world, - partly on the holy soil of Zicml; wn_i
'find some way of formulating that which is implicit in the life of
monotheistic religion,lof democracy, gnd'human'dignity at its |
best?" (SEE EXCERPTS OF SPEECH ATTACHED)

Doctor Hayim Greenberg, member of The Executive of The Jewish |
‘Agenéy far-Paléstine; presidéd at the lunchéon meetings Greetings
were extended by Rabbi Ira Eisenstein, Vice—?r}e_s_i..dent of the Rab-
binical Aésembiy of Americe, lirs. Emanuel Siner. President of the‘
National Viomen's League of" the United Synagogue of America, and
Doctor Simon Greenberg, Vice-Chancellor of the Seminary and Executive
Director:- of The.Unthd-Synagogue‘of Amqriga. |

# | °



NE WG | THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA

080 BROADWAY. ssw YOII O?. M. Y. - RIVERSIDE 9.8000

FOR RELEASE: MONDAY, AUGUST 3rd, 1953, A.M. PAPERS

NOTE TO EDITORS:

Ybﬁf.representativés are invited to attend the press

- conference at the Hotel Astor, Broadway and 44th Street,

Sunday, August 2nd, 2 P.Me. in the Art Nouveau Room,

announcing the Gonference on Moral Standards,. to be

held September 13th-15th at the Jewish Theological

Seminary of América.

New York, Auge. 2 =« = Marking the 50th anniversary of its incor=-
poration, The Jewish Theolog*cal Seminary Wlll conduct a Conference
on Moral Standards, September 13th=-15th, at the Seminary, Dr.

Louis Finkelstein, dhancellar of the Seminary, announced today at

a special meeting of ¢chference leaders.

Dr. Finkelstein said "no question before the public today can
possibly transcend in importance and urgency that of the widespread
Icorruption, and insensitivity to moral and spiritual values which
characterizé our soclety."

He disclosed that the conference planning'committee, chaired
by Robert W. Sarnoff, eipects more than 100 experts to study
moral standards in eight major fields -- government, business and
labor, education, sicence, creative exprecsicn, mass media, family
and private bnhavlor arid religious ins -tlwaumSp Goufereeé will
be widely rerresentatlive, according to Ty Finkelsteiﬁ, and he
asserted that thﬁ conference was the first.effort of_ité kind on

'so comprehensive a basis.

( MORE)
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"By eliciting the best thinking in the United States on the
moral and spiritual standards of the free and democratic world,"
Dr. Finkelstein declared, "it is hoped that this Conference will -
help to awaken mankind at large to the urgency of the problem,
and that it will constitute but the beginning of a vast effort to
recrult resources to raise the American peopleland the democratic
world to. exercise a position of moral leadership fof all the
world."

Conferencé seminars, primarily designed to gather and evaluate
information on urgent moral problems, will be under the general
direction of Lyman-Brysop! Professor Emeritus of Education at
Columbia University's Teachers College. Seminars will emphasize
discussion of papers, prepared and circulated among the conferees
for study in advance of the sessions.

Dr. Finkelstein expressed hope. that the Conference on Moral
Standards will help initiate a movement toward the moral awakening
of mankind, and said that "All disciplines and pursuits must com=
bine in one Qast effort‘to'trgnslate our basic moral code and
spiritual values into tﬁe realm of ﬁrivate behavior,'humaﬁ relations,
politics and other aspecté of our common life,"

The experts are expected tp review their findings, first in
individual working sessions of the seminars, and then in three
plenary sessions. A report of the Conference is expected to appear
in book form., Rabbi Gerson Cohen, Seminary Librarian, is |

Conferénce Director.

#
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STATEMENT BY DOCTOR LOUIS FINKELSTEIN

No question before the public today can possibly transcend
in importance and urgency that of the widespread corruption, and
insensitivity to moral and spiritual values which characterize our
society. Even a casual reading.of the daily press and study of
contemporary life suggest that the problem is not a superficial
and limited one of crime, juvenile delinquency, political corrup-
tioﬁ and the like; but involves widespread confusion with regard
to the goals of human life,lthe role of America in the world,
the responsibilities of the individual, and the responsibilities
of tﬁe nation.

We at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America feel that
the issues are so profound and far-reaching as to require serious
deliberation and cooperative thinking by & group of our most emi-
nent citizens. It happens that the year 1953 marks the fiftieth

anniversary since the incorporation of the Seminary, and we there-
fore wish to dedicate this occasion for the exploration of the
possibilities of such a studye.

For the purpose of this exploration, we are asking a small
group of experts in various fields to meet with one another, and
mémbers of our Faculty, for a Conference on Moral Standards, to
be held at the Seminary from September 13th through 15th.

| ( MORE)
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By eliciting the best thinking in the United States on the
moral and spiritual standards of the free and democratic world,
it is hoped that this.Canerence will help to awaken mankind at
large to the urgency of the problem, and that it will constitute
‘but the beginning of a vast effort to recruit rescources to raise
the American people anl the democratic world to exercise a posi-
tion of moral 1éader311ﬁ for all the world,

Two problems of equal magnitude and importance face the
Western World in it!-atrpggie for the preservation of its free
and democratic way of lifes Obviously, the first is to resist
aggression on tha part of communist totalitarianism.

However, thg second is no less important; the future mofal'
and spiritual Lealth of man in the coming half century. The
very survival of mankind may depend on thé spiritual and moral
guidance which the American people and other free nations of the
world can provide for the world at large. This position of
leadership can be earned only by the moral example which the
United States and other democratic nations set for the world in
precept and practibe.

The great advances which man has made in various scienées,
as well as in social techniques, must be paralleled by deeper
moral insight and profounder spiritual dedication than has been
shown heretofore. The vast organizations for the mobilization
of menpower and physical potential must be equaled by concern for
the moral standards of our generation. To this day there exists
no single body whose main concern is the raising of the moral
and spiritual level of mankind. |

(MORE)
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Though many steps have bsen taken in the right direction, the
time has come when the values and standards of man should be the
chief preoccupation of a group representing the best thinking in

8 wide variety of fields.

All diéiplineSrand'pursuits must combine in one vast effort

to translate our basic moral code and spiritual values into the
\hrealm oflprivate behavior, human relations, politics and the
uaxggr aspects of our common life.

.g;t is hoped that this Conference on Moral Standards will heip

uch a movement toward the moral awakening of mankind.
T
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3000 BROADWAY., NEW YORE 87. M. Y. - RIVERSIDE 8-8000

FOR RELEASE: Sunday, September 6, 1953

NEW YQRK; Sept. 6 - = Fihal plans for The Conference on Moral
Standards were disclosed here today by.LOhis Finkelstéin, Chan-
- --cellor-of Thé:Jewish Theological-Seminafywoquméricaf'3080 Broad-
way, where the_three-daj conference is to be hala'September 13-15.
Dr. Finkelstein announced fhat Richard P. MéKeon, Disfinguished
Service Professor of Greek and Philosophy, The University of Chicago,
would serve as Conference Commentator, summarizing the findings of
the 100 experts who will analjza moral standards in eight-major
fields = = government,. bu31nesa and labor, education, ‘science,
creative expression, mass media family and prlvate bahavior, and
religious institutions.

Also named were the chairmen of the seminars., They are es

follows:
| GOVERNMENT

Biddle, Francis Lawyer, Former Attorney General of the United
States

MacIver, Rele Lieber Professor Emeritus of Political
Philosophy and Sociology, Columbia Univer-
sity
BUSINESS AND LABOR *

Cherne, Leo 'Executive Secretary, The Research Instituté
of America _

Starr, Mark _ Educational Director, Thg International Ladies

Garment Workers Union

" ( MORE)
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EDUCATION
Melby, Ernest O, Dean, School of Education, New York Univere
sity
Tead, Ordway Director, Harper & Bros., and former Chaire-
man of the New York City Board of Higher
Education
SCIENCE
Hoapgland, Hudson - Executive Director, Worcester Foundation of

Experimental Biology
CREATIVE EXPRESSION

Hopper, Stanley Re. Professor of-Christian Ethics, Drew
Theological Seminary
MASS MEDIA
Lerner, Danilel Executive Secretary and Research Director,
International Studies Project, The Hoover
Institute

FAMILY AND PRIVATE BEHAVIOR

Kluckhohn, Florence Departrment of Social Relations, Harvard
University

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS

Greenberg, Simon Vice-Chancellor, The Jewish Theological
Seminary of America

The Conference seminars will be under the general directlon
of Lyman Bryson, Professor Emeritus of Education at Columbia Univer-
sity's Teachers College, and Robert W, Sarnoff, Vice-President of
the Natlonal Broadcasting Company, is head of the Conference plan-
ning committee., The Conference marks the fiftieth anniversary of

the incorporation of the Seminary.

#



The Burullun Umversuty—lts Umqueness and Need

Doctor
Pinkbos
Churgin

lN THE incessant planning for the future of Israel
which marks the present scene, there is as much
active thinking and working in the cultural and spir-
itual realm as in the economic.

Alongside the new settlements daily springing up
everywhere in Israel, cultural institutions are coming
into being to mcet the urgencies of integrating new-
comers from more than 75 countries. Schools of all
descriptions, from kindergarten to teachers semina-
ries, are added at a quick pace to those already in
existence. This is equally true of the religious schools,
the yeshivoth They are expanding their facilities to
Theet the i increasing demands of those seeking admis-
sion. _

To the Jews education has always been the most
precious possession. For the Jewish State, education
is a most potent instrument in the tasks of rapid de-
velopment of the resources essential to normal ex-
istence in 2 modern society and of forging a national
unity from diverse cultures.

The pressure, therefore, on the CKlStlng educational

#- program is no less intense than those for homes and

employment. And this is particularly true in the
field of higher education. Unfortunately, neither
the Government of Israel nor the community is as
'yet in a position to assume the responsibility for the
establishment and maintenance of a higher academic
institution, which alone imparts substance to the es-
sence of education and assures the future of intel-
lectual and technical leadership.

The facilities of existing academic institutions are
already taxed to capacity and there s no question
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By PINKHOS CHURGIN
Pres;dent Mizrachi Organization of America

that additional facilities are needed. But under the:
present circumstances, the initiative, planning and
financing of such a proje_ct will have to come from
private cources.

It is to meet that need that the Mizrachi Organiza-
tion of America, the largest religious-Zionist organi-
zation in America, has undertaken to establish a nevw
university in Israel. To be known as the Bar-Ilan Uni-
versity, in memory of the late revered world Miz-
rachi leader, Rabbi Meir Bar-Ilan, the new institution,
as planned, will be the first university in Israel to.
offer a comprehensive program in the arts and sciences

- within the framework of traditional Judaism.

It is worth noting that Tel Aviv, near which the
new unjversity will be located, has no academic in-
stitution of its own. In the rapidly-expanding urban
and cultural center of Tel Aviv, the need for such an-
institution is as evident as its significance for the
attainment of stature by Medinat Israel.

In its broad outline, the Bar-Tlan University will
provide the youth of Israel with a complete general
academic education to prepare him effectively to meet -
the realities of life in Isracl. But more than that, the
projected university will strive to make its students
aware of the imperishable spiritual heritage of the
Jewish people and, at the same time, to introduce
them to the diverse cultures of ‘the nations to which
the Jewish people have so richly contributed. The
graduates of the Bar-Ilan University will be intel-
lectually prepared to assume their responsibilitics for
the continued growth of Israel. It is the aim of the
sponsors to produce graduates capable of discharging
their dutics both as citizens of 2 new State and as
leaders of a nation in which repose the hopes, dreams
and expectations of a long line of gencrations that
reach back to the prophets.

From the utilitarian point of view, the Bar-Ilan
University will train teachers for the high schools
and other higher institutions in Isracl. The shortage.
of qualified teachers for various subjects in Israeli
high schools is already a serious problem, destined to
becomie steadily more grave. The shortage could halt
the normal process of secondary education or even
result in a lowering of the standards of teaching.

HE university, as planned, will also provide

trained personnel for government service, both na-
tional and local. One of the most pressing problems
presently confronting the Government of Israel is
the limited supply of such personnel.
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In preparation of the program of study at Bar-Ilan
University, careful consideration will be given to the
unique position which Israel occupies in its relation
to the Jewish communities of different countries. A
young man who wishes to enter diplomatic service for
Israel must know not only the history and sociology
but also the language of the foreign country and its
Jewish life, the history, social structure and habits
of the Jewish community in the country where he is
to represent Israel. The relationship of the State of
Israel to the Jewish communities throughout the
world also will receive consideration in the prepara-

tion of study courses. In view of the predominant

position of the' United States in the modern world
and of the establishment of the State of Israel and its
further role in the development of the Jewish State,
major consideration will be given to courses on the
American Jewish community.

The university will be designed to permit of an ex-
tensive exchange of students and faculty with insti-
tutions in the United States. Such an exchange would
seek to bring more closely together the Jewish com-
munities of America and Israel and serve as a real
answer to the threat of a drifting apart of these com-
munities. American Jewish students could take a year
or so of study in the Bar-Ilan University and return
inspired and strengthened by their experience in Is-
rael, ready to resume their studies in the United States
without loss of academic credit.

The Bar-Ilan Univefsity'will be conducted in the
traditional religious spirit of Judaism. All sacred tra-
ditions will find their full expression in the class-

rooms and in the social life of the university. Tt is,
unthinkable that a Jewish student in Israel will not
be familiar with the Jewish customs which for cen-

‘turies have been the household knowledge of every

Jew. Unadulterated secularism in academic -institu-
tions in Israel carries the threat, among others, of
creating a deep gulf between the Jews of Israel and
the Jews throughout the world, who have been kept
together only by a common history, religious crea-
tiveness and common religious practices.

The form of secularism which unfortunately is the
ruling approach in many educational institutions in
Israel, threatens to create division among the Jewish
people. The Bar-Tlan University, therefore, will seek
to avert the dangers of such an extreme secularism.
It will provide for a very intensive study of Tal-
mud, Bible and Jewish history so that every graduate
will be learned in Jewish wisdom so as propeﬂy to
appreciate and love ‘his religion.

The creation of this institution is now thc ‘key
project of the nation-wide Mizrachi movement.: “The
Jewish National Fund has formally: granted. a:site
of 120 dunams of land in the vicinity of Ramat Gan,
the garden suburb of Tel Aviv. The American Con-
ference of Academicians for Israel, a non-partisan
educational advisory body, is now working on plans
for the university curriculum. The Rassco Corpora-
tion, construction arm of the Jewish Agency, has
been designated to handle construction, and the work
on the first buildings is scheduled to begin before
the end of the year. The target date for opening of
the first section of the university—a college of arts
arid sciences—has been set for the fall of 1954.

Observation Tower

(Continued)

By MOSES J. FELDMAN

Says further our “Time"

history.” And, with the indirect lead-off pro-
vided in the sbove statements, we may look:
forward to progress in this respect, too. In-

informant: “Even deed, the .term '“Jewish Church” no longer

HEN an instructor in an outpost of the

Jewish Thcqlogica[ Scminary informs a
perplexed student in class that “the difference
between Conservative and Reform is the bat,”
he is snmply articulating something ' that is in
being or in the course of becoming. He would
perhaps be frowned upon as untactical or in-.
discreet, but he could easily justify his out-
spokenness or academic freedom, if you please.
In fact, Dr. Finkelstein himself practically
implied a5 much in his remark that “(in a
Conservative Temple) men and women sit to-
gether as they do in Reform Congregations;
the men cover' their heads .as among the
Orthodox’” and pray largely in Hebrew.: Sig- -

nificantly, - though, he did not mention the - -

organ nor the excisions in the liturgy which
a Board of Censors is constantly at work on.
Meanwhile, pressured by example, Orthodox
synagogues, too, are countenancing promiscu-
ous seating and, with the lifting of the inter-

dict on Sabﬁuh travel when aimed at particiz -

pation in a Sabbach service, those who prefer
or. have an immediate reasson to attend an
Orthodox service will, before long, have the
courage to park their cars more close by. . . .
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_some Conservative Jews are shocked at Fin-

kelstein’s habit of inviting Christian theolo-

" gians to talk to his students. President Fin-

kelstein has an answer to such objectors: "The
job of special service to God is not exclusive
to the Jews.” And,.adds Finkelstein, “When
I am at work on those enterprises (in bringing
clergymen and lay religious leaders, Christian
and Jewish, for special studies) 1 feel that I
am obeying the commandments just as much
as when I go to, the synagogue for prayer.”
Bur, before we say Awmen, may we ask how

" soon he expects :to succeed in taking the par-

ticular sting out from the lurid crucifixion
story-as taught in' the Sunday schools of his
Christian confreres? Doesn’t he consider this
to be part of .the Jewish “Mission™ he harps

" upon? Would he single out for special com-

mendution those non-Reform Friday night per-
forniers uhn ehdeavor to introduce sofgd A “dy-
namism™ by having c¢hurch t.'horu:u:.lil\::
up their Yom Kippur services and “call "in
Rishops to Juhmh' their new synagogues? An

“occurrence such as the latter was recently de-

scribed by onc of the largest dailics *as one of
the most unusual events in Southland religious

sounds as bizarre as it used to; at least not
as much as “Christian synagog” still does, in
spite of Sholem Asch.

And we wonder: Is the Seminary anocher

Hebrew Union College, except that it wears a

gorgeously embroidered yarmulke or simulac-
rum of Traditionalism? More exactly, if it
has sct itself up as a sort of experiment sta-

. tion or laboratory or semi-academy for in-

seminating a form of credal pluralism in the
field of Judaism, let it siy so openly. More-
over, in view of its sponsorship of Dr. Buber’s
lecture rour, we have a right to know whether
it agrees with his interpretation of early Bib-
lical history thar follows fairly ciosc[y the
familiar pattern of Higher Criticism “except

s that it is deftly interwoven with silken strands
_of mystic suggestiveness? The answer to this
“question has no small bearing on the institu-

tion as on the observance of the Sabbath in

_particular, And further, since 2 specific norm
‘of higher secular cducation has come to he

regarded as indispensable for the dissemina-
tion of Judaism and its rich culture, why the
antagonism or superciliousness towards the
only Rabbinical College that js clothed with

The JEWISH FORUM



the full panoply of 2 University? Is it be-
cause it insists on too much Talmud and
cognate subjects? Does it inculcate too much
Shulban -Arukb or exemplify that dreaded
bogey of "legalism™ which, when looked at
squarely and soberly, is Judaism made prag-
matic and virile? Does it fail to imbue them
with enough of what Finkelstein calls “spirit-
ual Judaism™? Surely he knows that Rabbinic
literature and the Judaism it shaped and fos-
tered, sustained and perpetuated, need no as-
sistance on this score, neither from without
nor from within. And docs the Seminary re-
frain from holding out to its studencs the
availability of ‘more lucrative and more man-
ageable positions than are at the disposal of
graduates of other institutions the students of
which are no less qualified and idealistic than
they are, so as not to encourage them to be-
come careerists with both eves focused on the
salary and other emoluments along with the
added halo of modernism that crowns all?

With Finkelstein's fond hope that “the Jewish -

community in America will give birth o a
school of prophlets,” such questions are not at
all irrelevant. May, this very hope of his is a
subconscious admission of the rank profes-
sionalism that so compromises and diverts
Jewish spiricual leadership, He has. however,
lefc this tantahzmg proponuon und:ﬁncd \

€T ERSECUTION has driven the Jm in
upon themselves; chey have mznmu
set up barriers aganist the world simply in

order to survive. But of what use is their sur--

vival,” asks Finkelstein, “if their mission is
forgotten?” The reasoning herc is specious and
misleading, inagmuch as the persecution they
endured was mostly on religious grounds, while
the barriers they set up, when they were not
overwhe!med by martyrdom, were a mark -of
their very determination to survive as Jews
with a religious heritage to uphold. And who
does not know that che “Jewish Mission™
spawned carly in the 19th century by added
Reform rabbis was no prophylactic against
persecution? Rather it may have intensified
existing animosity or perverted vanity and
may have provoked all the more the fury of
intrenched bigors. Besides, he pleads for a re-
vival of Jewish missionism while Judaism is
struggling for its own survival againse power-
ful currents from without and seriously dis-
ruptive and negative forces from withing yes,
and in the face of the appalling fact thar
71% of Jewish children in New York reccive
no Jewish instruction whatsoever, Also, instead
of indulging in banalities about Orthodoxy, he
could have ‘-been manful enough to acknowl-
edge the decided transformation it has broughe
about in Jewish life by mcans of the Day
Schools and junior Yeshivahs, and should have
emphasized that all religious Jews should be
as warmly interested in them as are Christians
of all ‘denominations in their Day Schools.
Let us not neurotically or hypocritically look
upon them as “barriers” or pens of segrega-
tion. They are moral and religious power-
houses we need badly.

“To -me,” declares Finkelstein, "the pro-
phetic message is summarized in the idea
of the Suffering Servant in Isaiah. The Chris-
tians take this to be the foreshadowing of
Jesus, but Jewish tradition sees it as the role
of the Jews in the world. And che important
part of the concept s the word ‘servant’.?
buﬂcrmg., tou, if necessary—and it often
scems to be necessary., Buc suffering by itself
is not enough', All in all, a somewhat similar
approach is taken by onc of our intellectuals
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who comes forward to defend Martin Buber
for accepting a German prize and lambasc his
critics for heeding the ad ion, “Remember
what Amalek had done to thee"® and allow-
ing cthemselves to be infected with the same(!)
hatred towards the Germans which the lacter
bore the Jews. They are, he says, receeant to
“the highest principles of forgiveness and
mercy with justice,” whereas Buber is nothing
less than one of the “great guardians of that
Judaism which makes our Fole understandable
to the gentile and Christian world.,” Verily
1 typical example of a fanatical intellectual,
who has become all the more enmamored of
Buber because he told him that he calls Jesus
his “grear brother.” Implicic here is the in-
clination to sec the glory of our mystic's
“'great brother” above the memory of the

Six Million and the safety of their surviving .

brethren, as has been done openly by some
distinguished converts in recent years? Like-
wise, those non-Jewish, German disciples of
Gocerhe who will not fail to study Dr. Rosen-
berg as well, and those who do not budge
from the belief that Isaiah's Man of Sorrows®
is none other than Jesus, will eling to the

* proposition that he supersedes the Nation of

Sorrows.

And when Dr. Finkelstein says: “Suffering,
too, if mecessary, and it often seems to be
necessary;” he does not ‘stop to consider or
is too timid to point out where suffering
stll comes from, nor does’ he realize how

" untactical it is to speak aloud in such terms,

Christians who devoucly look forward to the
“Second Advent,” certainly do nor foresee any
"necessity” for 2 second crucifixion. He would
be in place; however, were he to tell his fel-
low-Jews in America whom he "calls on to
serve their old persecutors, their brothers,”
that it still seems to be necessary to suffer
for the sake of the Sabbath and, the heritage
which it alone can safeguard. Bur to suffer
persccution in democratic countries in any
form is no! necessary; and if it is, we should
not inveigh against its victims for “setting

. up barriers in order to survive.” Elsewhere

Jews arc unable to do even this, let alone
continue their role as “servant. And those
who bend -and scrape before Arabs bend and
scrape before Germans, and vice versa, Both
Finkelstein and Buber well know what this
StatoIment means.

INALLY, musing on his former non-

Zionism, which then meant aiding and
abetting the conspiracy around a Bi-National
Statz in Palestine (pace Magnes and Buber),
he is led to meditate as follows, as conveyed
to his interviewer: "The short-lived inde-
pendence that Judas Maccabeus ripped from
the dying bedy of the Hellenistic Empire in
the sccond century B.C., seemed to him one
of the great failures in Jewish history: so,
he felt, would be 2 modern State established
by force.” This, I think, is the most gra-
tuitous and outrageous assertion in that en-
tire splurge. It would astound any tyro in
Jewish history and must shock the sensibili-
ties of every religionist who knows that the
Maccabean war was a life-and-death struggle
for religion against paganism, thar it not only
saved Judaism from disintegration but also
resulted in its consolidation to a degree that
cnabled it tosurvive both the collapse of the

nation’s independence and its dispersion at the
hands of -the Romans., What an inspiring text
the above makes for a2 Hanukah sermon! What
a2 splendid motto to be inscribed on the por-

. listed in the

Among Our Contributors

Honorable Abba Eban, Ambassador from
Israel to the United Nations and to the United
States of America, is known for his effective
presentation of the cause of Israel to the na-
tions of the world.

Dr. Pinkbos Churgin, National President
of the Mizrachi Organization of America, is
head of the Teachers Institute of Yeshiva Uni-
versity.

Dr. Isruel Elfenbein, Executrive Director of
Educ::ion—Expansion of che Mizrachi Organ-
ization of America, is the author of many
scholarly works, rnclud:qg a set of three vol-
umes of “The Letters and Responsa of Rashi.”

William Cohen, a frequent contributor’ to
the English-Jewish press, is a graduate of che
University of Vermont. He is the Editor of
Technion Year Book and the Director of
Public Relations. for the American Technion
Society.

Rabbi Moses |. Feldman: of Los Angelés,
California, is the author of a six-volume
Texcual Concordance to the Hebrew Liturgy
(" Arcsher Sefatenu,”) which includés a Lexi-
con of Biblical Proverbs 2nd Idioms and a Rab-
binic Anthology. Many others of his scholarly
works await publication.

~ Alexander Weisz, native of Hungary, at-
tended the Juedisches Chajes-Gymnasium in
Vienna and the University of Vienna and
“Economic College.” He has been a ﬁom:ributor

to foreign papers.

Elizabeth Lanzi has published more than
fifty short stories and novellas in major Eng-
lish-Jewish periodicals. One of her stories was
“Best American Short Stories”
(1948). In writing the story of David Reube-
ni. a chapter in her forthcoming book entitled
“The Voice Beyond the Darkness,” she has
made research, This chapter we take pleasure
in publishing in installments.

tals or banner of the projected School of
Prophets!

And what were the Maccabeans? Why, l:hc
forerunners of the 20th-century terrorists of
the Haganah and the Trgun. Nothing morc!
Is this, possibly, an advance notice that some
in his entourage contemplate expungmg from
the Siddur the “Al Hanissim™ with its Te
Denm for “the wars which Thou hast waged
for our (Maccabean) forcfathers, cre.? A greac
failure? May our modern Mattathiases and
Maccabees. first accomplish_ as much as their
ancestors, and may none ever have any pretext
or the stark temcrity to sneer at the fruits
of their victory. I have no doubr but thar,
in the new Jewish History announced by Dr.
Finkelstein, the scholar, and not the poiwician
nor the propher, the Maccabeans of old will
{are far better than they have at his dictation
in the "Time" magazine of October 15, 1951,

5 His emphasis on the word "servant” and ‘the
reference given in the “Time” to Is. 53, 3,
necessitate directing the siudent to the pre-
ceding chapter, verse 13, which opens d@p
the theme and should have been made to

* begin Chap. 53 by the original copyist.

& Dent., 25, 17. o

T See recent dssues of The Jewish Forum.

8 Literally "pains® (53, 3). -
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A Papal Nuncio Falsifies the Text

The opinion of some of the outstanding Biblical
scholars appears to be unanimous that the Papal
Nuncio referred to below committed fraud not only
by falsifying the translation of the Hebrew text but
also in his attempt to show that Jesus died on the
fictitious date of April 7, 30, C.E.

To establish the correct translation, we sent the

following to a select number of scholars:

I the New York Times of Aprif 12, 1952, Msgr. Francesco B. Ducd,
cited as a Biblival expert, and who bus been Papal Neuncio in Italy since
1929, bas written a bovk entitled, “"The Seventy Weeks of Damicl aud
the Messianic Dute” In this buok, the anthor first frandulently trans-
lates “kodesh kadushin®: (in Dauiel 1X, 24) by 'the Saiut of Sainty’
as referving to Jesns, and then proceeds to base bis calculations thereon
in order fo set the date of Jesns' death on which “anthoritutively” to
determine the celebration of Eusfer.

We feel it wur duty to call uttention to bis continuance of the ful-
© sification of the Biblical text and should like to get your rendering of
the passage. above mentioned for purposes of werification.

o - (Signed) EDITOR

' Srock;én-frado Distortion of Hebrew Scriptures
To the Editor:

HE following is my reaction to the report in the

New York Times of April 12, of che publication
of a book by Msgr. Francesco B. Duca, entitled “The
Seventy Weeks of Daniel and the Messianic Date,”
with particular reference to Dan. 9, 24, where he
turns “kodesh kadashim” into *“‘the Saint of Saints,”
applies the term to Jesus and merrily makes it the
basis for his calculations as to Jesus's death so as to
cstablish the date of Easter once and for all and with-
out the shadow of a doubt.

First, let me give you what I believe to be the cor-
rect rendering of said verse: “Seventy weeks' have
been decreced upon thy people and upon thy holy
city, to confine the transgression and to end sin” and
to forgive" iniquity and to bring everlasting right-
cousness and to seal' vision and prophet” and to
anoint the most holy” (place).” The term *“kodesh ka-
dashim” or “kodesh ha'kadashim” is used variously
for the altar,” altar and other utensils,™ spices,” obla-
tion,’® sin-offering,” guilt-offering,’™ sacrifices,'
shewbread,' things dedicated to the Temple,"
Holy of Holies,'® Temple precints,'” all consecrated
offerings.’® _

Yes, it occurs also in I Chron. 23, 13. This time

it expressely refers to a person, namely Aaron,—ac--

cording to Jewish interpretation and in accordance
with clementary grammar, but wof according to
‘Christian versions. Strange, isn't it? Or, s it? Inci-
dentally it may interest Msgr. Duca to know that a
certain Talmudic Rabbi, named Menahem or Na-
hum, was spoken of as “Ish kodesh kadashim™ or
“Ish kodesh ha'kadashim.”™ He iy, otherwise, called
“be'nan shel kedoshim,™' “a“scion of holy men.

o8

The reason given for these designations is that he
never looked too closely at a coin for fear of seeing
the image engraved thereon. . . .

Now, although I cannot comment on the Rev.
Duca’s book as such, since I haven’t seen it, I can
well sense the sum and substance of it and may safely
place it in the category of Christological concoctions
that have made confusion among Christians worse
confounded and conceit more and more conceited.
But, T am more than curious to know whether he pre-
sents the above translation as his very own, or he
actually tells his readers that it was among the “burn-
ing” texts and pretexts capitalized on by Jewish apos-
tates back in those days when Catholicism de-
lighted in leading its prey into the kindly flames of
the Inquisition it had kindled. Does he refer to the
famous ‘“disputation” between that superb scholar
and exegete, the saintly Nahmanides, and the raving
apostate, Pablo Christiani, which was held before the

‘King of Barcelona in 1263? Nahmanides disposed of

that text along with all the others-hurled at him,
while the King himself admitted the utter cogency
of the Rabbi’s arguments and proofs. His life was
indeed mercifully spared, but he was banished from
Spain,—a typical wandering Jew making atonement
for speaking the divine truth and upholding the his-
torical realities. _
Does Msgr. Duca tell his readers that Isaac Abra-
vanel, celebrated statesman in the royal court of
Portugal and Bible commentator, thoroughly ex-
pounds the Book of Daniel in his classic, “Wells of
Salvation” (1551)? Does he tell them of a certain
work that set the Christian world really thinking and
was written in the sixteenth century, not by one of
those who used to be called Rabbanites, but by a
born Karaite, a spiritual leader among those whose

_religious life was centered in the Hebrew Bible ex-

clusively? T refer, of course, to Isaac Troki and his
work “Hizuk Emunah.” In it, most of the stock-
in-trade distortions of the Hebrew Scriptures, includ-
ing the above, are tackled with forthrightness and
full knowledge, so that all claims made in their behalf
are effectively refuted.

And speaking of supreme saints, may I refer him
to Ex. 32, 32, where Moses, liberator, lawgiver and
leader, whose closeness to God outshines and out-
ranks that of all others in history, pleaded (with
God): “If Thou wilt not forgive their sin, blot ine
out of Thy book which Thou hast written!” That
was when the suggestion was made that he and the
faithful ones remain and let the great majorivy of
waverers perish. Surely he, with his grand stature as
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devoted and sagacious leader who “‘nursed” his
people into manhood, deserved to be called “saint of
saints.” Yert, we have abjured deification, but simply
claim him as the Prophet of Prophets. He first bade
Israel to grow into a “kingdom of priests and holy
nation.” They were constantly exhorted to be “kedo-
shim” by living in accordance with the Biblical prin-
ciples and precepts; and the Psalmist meditates with
delight on “the holy ones that are in the land.”™
“Israel is hallowed unto the Eternal, the first fruits of
His produce; all that prey upon him shall be held
guilty; evil shall come upon them, saith the Etern-
al.”** Yea, let anyone who knows history deny thar,
as a2 nation among nations, Israel has been the “saint
of saints,” bludgeoned and booted around, slandered
and vilified, exploited and discarded, and now is
begrudged his own hallowed nook!

Does Msgr. Duca know whom the Jewish People
of today refers to with bated breath as saints? Those
six million martyrs and massacred innocents, done to
death by the most horrible brutalities before the glazed
eyes of a Christian world. It was one of the character-
istic tenets of Catholicism that the Jew was sentenced
to everlasting penance for his rejection of Jesu-olatry
and for clinging to his own Faith and his own Bible
written in his own language. Hence, seeing the re-
vival of national Israel on its own soil, it is feverishly
busy trying to plague and pester the survivors of
this millionfold crucifixion, atonement for which is
absolutely impossible. And how does it go about it?
By persistently peddling Hebrew texts that have been
torn and twisted out of recognition and interpreted
without regard to chronological facts ‘and actual
meanings and even current realities.

Just as, according to Shakespeare, ““the Devil can
cite Scripture for his own purposes,” so can any zealot
who refuses to look at the Bible except through the
blinkers that have been fastened upon him. Trans-
lators, official and otherwise, bear considerable blame
for this mischievous situation. And while I commend
Psalms 79 and 83 to Msgr. Duca’s thoughtful atten-
tion, I heartily endorse the following statement made
by the Pope, April 10, 1952, in Vatican City before
the Society for Old Testament Study of Great Britain:
“The spiritual advantages derived from reading Scrip-
ture will ‘be genuine and solid, in proportion to one’s
certain and accurate knowledge of what the sacred
author has said.” Amen.

RABBI MOSES J. FELDMAN

Author, “Areshet Sefatenu,” recognized reference
book. for Bible instructors; and a revision of a widely
used Bible Dictionary (in manuscript).

I Namely, year-weeks or weeks of yoars.

"!(. afer lraving made full amends, as in Laon 4 end.
tor, o u.u.pt atonement for,
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4 or, confirm ur bring to fulfilment. '
Jor, vision of the propher. This conjunctive form is paraIlLicd b)
Itzvonech ve'heyronech (Gen. 3,16) which may well mean *'thy
pain from pregnancy.” Also "hesed ve'emeth.” {Gen. 47.29), inter-
preced by the Rabbis “hesed shel emech.” Similarly in the Mishnah
(Taanith 15b; Kilayimx 9,7). Our text could also be translared
“vision or prophet,” 45 in "he who smiteth his father and his
mother™ (Ex. 21,17). However, “vision and prophet” are far less
distinct from one another than ‘father and mother.” Hence, “vi-
sion of the prophet” is the better rendering. i

> % This looks towards a rededication of the Temple and its appur-

tenances. We may, therefore, render here: 'what is most holy,” or
as most holy,” with reference to phe aforementioned.
TEx. 29,37; 30,10; 40,10. SEx. 30,29. 2 Ex. 30,36,
10 Lev. 2:3,10; 6,105 10,12, ¥ Lev. 6:18,22; 10,17, 12Lev. 7:1,6,
15 Lev. 14,13;: 21,22; Num. 18.9. 14 Lev. 24,9. 13 Lev. 27,28.
16 Num, 4:4,19; 18.10. 17 Ezek, 43,12; 45,3; 48,12,
15 Num. 18,9; Ezek. 42,13; 44,13; Ezra 2,63; Neh. 7.65; 2 Chron.

3,14, 3
1 Jer, Avodah Zarah 3:1,11; Koh. R. 9,10 (2).

20 Jer. Meg. 1,11, 21 Pes. 104a. 22 Ps. 16,3
To the Editor:

Regarding the falsification of the Biblical text of
(Daniel IX, 24) by the Papal Nuncio Francesco B.
Duca, referred to in the New York Times on April

- . .
12, 1952, I wish to present my own rendering of the
passage as follows: “Seventy weeks are determmed
upon Thy people and upon Thy Holy City .
to seal up the vision and prophet and to anoint the
most holy place [Sanctum Sanctorum, the holy of
- holies].”

The phrase “kodesh kadashim™ never refers to a
person in the 24 books of the Holy Scriptures, but
always refers, as far as I know, to the boly place in the
Holy Temple.

28 Jer, 2,3,

(Signed) ISRAEL ELFENBEIN
" Author, “The Letters and Responsa of
Rashi” (3 vol.), with annotations by

_ : Prof. Louis Ginzberg.
To the Editor: Wi
The term “kodesh kadashim” or “kodesh ha-haka-
dashim” is found in the Bible more than thirty times
and nowhere does it refer to a person. Msgr. Duca’s
translation is a misinterpretation. It ignores both the
rules of Hebrew grammar and the ideas of all Biblical

authors.

Slgned) A. T HESCHEL

™" Author, Beograpby of Maimonides, The Earth is

the Lord’s, The Sabbath—Its Meaning for Modern
Mau.

To the Ed:tor'

There are at least another dozen places besides Da-

.niel 9, 24, where this very phrase, “kodesh kadashim”

.appears in the “Old Testament”: Exodus 29, 37,30,
10, 29 and. 36: Leviticus 2, 3 and 10; 24, 9; 27, 28;
Ezekiel 43, 12; 45, 3; I Chronicles 23, 13. In all of
these places the meaning and interpretation is very
clear. One translation fits them all, namely, “the
most holy” place or thing. They all refer to inani-
anate objects, the Holy Temple or parts of vessels
thercof, as well as to various offerings brought to
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the holy altar. The phrase implies a superlative degree
of holiness. Occasionally it is rendered “holy of
holies.” In some of its translations the King James
version is at times more accurate. There cannot be a
doubt that the phrase in Daniel refers to the Holy
Temple or to the holy vessels it contained. To trans-
late it “che saint of saints” is a ridiculous fraud. No
konest student of the Hebrew language could accept
such a trans]atlon :
__ (Signed) RABBI NATHAN DRAZIN
Author, “History of Jewish Education from 515
B.C.E. to 220 C.E.” - (Johns Hopkins Press, 1940}.‘

To the Editor:

- There is only one possible 1nterpretat10n of the two
Hebrew words “kodesh kadashim” which close the
24th verse of the 9th chapter of Daniel. They mean
“The holy of holies, the most holy place, the most
sacred place,” or any similar' phrase descriptive of
the Temple. They correspond to the réference earlier
in the verse to the Holy City. '

REV. DR. D. DE SOLA POOL

Author of a standard work on the

Kaddish; editor of seven Hebrew
and English prayerbooks, etc. -

Another Present Day Fraudulent .
Fictitious Falsification

To the Editor:

It is necessary to expose another fraudulent, fic-
titious falsification recently superimposed upon the
already’ age-old ‘fraudulent translation of Daniel,
Chapter ix, verde 24—that of the Hebrew words in
the original: “kodesh kadashim.” Correctly trans-
lated, it means ‘Holy of Holies,” the place in the Tem-
ple of Jerusalem to be annointed. "~

The term has been purposely mistranslated as
‘Saint of Saints,” in order to utilize another Scriptural
passage to make it appear that, instead of being a
reference to a place, the Temple, as it correctly is;
it referred to “Jesus Christs” This is another act of
duplicity aimed to create a mythical idol based upon
a translation that can easily be shown to be false by

“- any honest person who knows the Hebrew language.
It is therefore axiomatic that any calculation based

upon the knowingly false assumption that this pass-
age referred to-Jesus, makes all-conclusions based
thereon ignominiously and reprehensibly false.

It inevitably follows, therefore, that, since the

" translation is false; the calculation based thereon is

also absolutely false though it took eleven years of

: atudy for Msgr. Francesco Borgongini Duca, a Biblical

“expert” :mcl who has been Papal Nuncio to Italy
since 1929. This calculation was so fraudulently based
in order to arrive-at the -conclusion that, the day of

70

‘death of the mythiéﬁl “Jesus Christ”

- .

was-on April
7, 30 of the New Era. :

It can safely be assumed that there is a hidden pur-
pose by the Roman Catholic Church to fix the alleged
death of Jesus as occurring on April 7, that bodes no
good to other religions. Instead of eleven years study,
any student in any Yeshiva, who naturally is not
blinded by purblind dogmatism could, by correctly -
translating the-Hebrew words in Daniel ix, 24, have
shown hlm his error in less than five minutes.,

The First of the “Ten Commandments™ given by
God on Mount Sinai, “Thou shalt have no other gods
before Me,” will endure eternally and, as the sage
Simon, son of Gamaliel, said, only when we shall have
truth and justice can we have peace.

(Slgned} WILLIAM LIEBERMANN
Dear Dr. Liebermann:-- L March 4, 1952
I thank you for your contribution to our most
important work, and I appreciate your article. (on the
topic, “Is the United States a Christian Nation?” re-
printed -from the July, 1948 issue of The Jewish
Forum and) which appeared in Liberty Magazine.
You are exactly right. We shouldn’t even .speak of a
Christian nation, a Catholic state, or a Jewish nation.
We are a _democracy in which all of these groups
have freedom. We must keep it that way. ;
GLENN L. ARCHER :
. Executive Director
Protestmzts and Other Amencam United for Sep-
aration of Church and State, Washington, D. C.
(Above, letter sent in acknowledgement of receipt
of the article mentioned in parentheses — EDITOR.)

A BEAUTIFUL GIFT -- FREE

To members of The Jewish Forum Asso- .
- ciation-who obtain one new member before-_
July 1, 1952. . |
Membersh:p dues are: as lowas $5.00 per -
year, which brings The Jewish Forum maga- -
zine evey month, as well as choice pamphlets
. published by The.Jewish Forum, ane o‘rher.
_benefits. .
- The gift is used on Holy Days and.as a
Yahrzeit light -and .also to brighten .up the
home attractively for special gatherings.
it is the Aerolux Lamp with the STAR OF
DAVID glowing brilliantly, as no other lamp
we have seen. It lasts many years.
Send the address of the new member to-
gether with check for $5.00 to:

The Jewish Forum Association
305 Broadway New York 7, N. Y.

and the Aerolux Lamp is yours FREE!

The JEWISH FORUM





