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HUNTER CCLLuLGE OF Tl CITZ OF J'SV 10°% - LOCIOLOGY 56421
SOCIOLOG ICAL THEORY
INTRODUCTION

1., Sociology Dcfined

4. Thcorcticel - (pure)

B. Practical (applicd)
11, Cenceptions of Socicty

A, dcchonistac

B. Nominalistic or atomistic

C. Orgenic

D. Functional
111, Relrtionship of wociology to othor Socicl Scicrces
1V, Starting Point 11 Soci-l Thou,ht - Lcgcads- folklorc-customs
V. Adncicnt and llcaaeval Socicl ~hilosophy

Vi, Social Thought in Erfrly 'cdera Times

REFERENCES*

Barncs , Harry Elmer, .n Introduction to thc History of Sociology,
University of Chiccgo ~£rass, 1947

Ch 1, Ancicnt cnd ‘ledicval Socizl shilosophy

Ch 2, Socizl Thought in barly modern Timcs

Berl, Owen F, Dovclopmont of wociclogy an thc Unitcd otatcs, 1944

Bogerdus, E.S. The Dcvelopnent of Gociel Thought, 1940
Ch 1. The Nzturc of Gocial Znought

Furfecy, #aul Fenly, A History of oocicl Thougzht, 1942
Ch., 9., Rise of Bourgcoisc Ncturclism
Ch,10 Rise of Scicntific Neturalasm
Ch 11 &4ge¢ of Recason

House, F.N, Dcvclopnment of Sociolory, wc Graw Hill, 1936
Ch,11 Thc Organic .nclogzgy y

tla¢ Iver, R.l., Community, ~ Socislorical dtudy, 1931
Bk, 2 Ch, 1 Felse ZQcrspcctives of Conmunity

Park, Robert E and Purgess, -rnest W, Introduction to thc Scicnce

of Sociolowy, 1936
Ch, 1 Sociology ond the 3oci~l Sciencces

Sorokin, @itran,Contenpor-ry Sociolosriccl Tacorics, Horper, 1928
Ch. 1 The licchenistic School, ~cect 1 JredeccCssors
Ch, 4 Bio=-Organismic School
Ch,14 Sociologistic School - 3cct 1 -Genereal Chercctcristics

wact 2 =Prodecessors
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HUNTER COLLEGE OF THt CITY OF NEu YORK

Sociological Theory - 56,81

pocicl Thourht and Dctorminisn

l. Thecorics underlying social thougat
hAe Idze of fote
B. World ordcr- o norcl order
C. Scicntific dotcrminisns Essonticls of

11, Scientific investigotion
4. Dependence on notural scicncecs
B, Typcs of dectcrninisn
C. Plur~listic vs nonastic conccption

REFERENCES

Encyclopnodis of thc Social Scicnecs - Vol, 5 "Detcrrminisn®™

Montesquieu, Cherles Louis (Baron de) (1689-1755)

1. Background- personal- sccial

11l.Concecpts
A,Sciontifac lew
B.Typcs of Governncnt
Climotc rcletcd to
(1; Sobricty
(2) slcovery
(3) Rcligion
D, The-naturc of thc 3511
(1) Governnecnt
(2) Comnerce
(3) sopulr~tion

111.Conpcrison with Jcon Bodin
IV, sicthocdology

V. Evcluction
A, Honry Giddings
B. Auguste Conte
C. Lester Ward

RET.RENCES
Comte, wuguste, iscsitive shilossphy, N, ¥, 1855 - scct,on umontosg,
v/ lontesquicu, Cherlcs L, The scrsion Lettcrs
vCondorcet, il-rquié dc . Comment-ry enc Rcvicw of Montcsguicu's
bparit of thc Lows, s*hil cdelprie, 1811
dontcaquicu, Charlcs L. The Spirit of the Leows, 1894
Dunning, Vm, A&, s0l1ticzl Thcorics, Luther to uontesquicu /Ch,9-
Laichtenberger, J.», Developmcnt of Soci-l Theorye~Ch, 7-vocn Bodan
Giddings, F.H, Stucics an the Tncory ot Humon Socicty, 1922
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HU T_« COLLZur OF T4Y. CIi. OF ™ JORa
woc1ological Thcory - 56,21

1, Background - ard, Lcster F (1841-1913)

2. Conceots of ard
a. ~ggregotion
(1) Le' of
(a) Primary eg.regation - Cosmogeny
(b) vecondary ag.regation-¥sycao.cny - Antnropogeny
(¢) Tertiary ugeregation - 3Sociogeay

(2) Principles of
(a) 1he filiation of the =ciences
(b) Symoodial development
(e) oynergy

b, oocial forces
(a) Physicel - Ontogcnetic - °Philogeaetic

(b) spiritual - doclogenetic
¢ Hole of the intellect
d. Teleological (artificial) versus anatural progress
e, Sociocracy
3, Specific contributions to social and politicel tacory
4, Appraisal of ward's socieal Trougnt

REFE3T CEo
Barnes, H,Z, ana _Introduction to the Histor; o1 oociologyy Vniv, of
Chicago Press, 1948

Ch, 7 - Lestcr Frank Wward The Reconstruction of Society

by Social Science

Barnes, H.Z, and Becker H, vociological Thou,ht from Lore to
Science, 1938, Sect, Lester F, ard
House, Floyd I' Development of sociolony, 1936

Ch, 19- oocial Forces and Instincts
Lichtenberger, J ». Development of Social Thcory, 1936

Ch, 13 Lester Frank :ard
Odum, Hovard \., american w.asters of wocial bcience, 1927, 3ect, “ard
rage, C, H, Class and american wocilology, 1940

Ch, 2 Lester Frank :ard
b ard' L. Fl
Dynamic Sociolofy, & vol, 1883

Applied Sociology, 1906

The 2sychic Factors of Civilization, 1896

fure sociology, 1903
»ood, Clemeat, Thc sociology of Lester &, ward, 1930
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HUNTER COLLEGE OF THE CITY OF NF . YORK

SOCIOLOGENBR VAT
SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY

/ Gumplowicz, Ludwike(1830-1909)
1. Beckground personal--social

2, Fundarcntal beliefs
a. «pplication of universcl lews to society
(1) Lawn of causation
(2¢ L.w of development
3) Regularity of develop ment
) Lew of peraodicity
) Law of compléxity
) Reciprocal action of foreign (heterogeneous)
elements,
) Adaptation to an obvious end
) Idontity of forces
Saimilarity of events
(10) Law of parallelisn
be Elcmerts of the socizl proccss=--cvidcnce
(1) Good authoraities
(2) Fistoric process
() Sgngenctic hordes
(b) T rive
(c) State
ce Conflict as & soclal p roccss
de The individual and the gpoup
€. Progress-~-cyclical rathcer than unilatercl theory

e T e
OO OOUkW

3« Mcthodology
4, Evaluation

References, Barnes, harry s. An Introduction to the History of

Soc1olo 948~
Amerocvﬁyﬁéurnal ofabociology, Gunplowicz L, ":n /justrian's

Lpproclation of J« and ¥ ward" Vol. lO--pp645-655

Encyclopacdes of the Social Sciences, "Gurplowicz Ludwik"

Gunmplowicz Ludwik, Outlines cof Sociology, 18989 ( In addi-
tion to the outlines scc¢ also the introduction writtcn oy

Fred W, Moore )

Lichtenberger James P.ﬁ Dcvelopment of Socizl Theory,
Chapter 15 "Gumplowicz

PFouse, Floyd !, Development 5f Sociolo.y, 1936
Ch. 14 social Darv1nlsm, oect, "Gumolowlcz“
Sorokin, P, Contem y tarper, 1928
Ch, wocl1ologistic ochool, wect 5 - ., Gumplowicz
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Huntcr College of the city of iew Jfork
soci1o0logzical Tneory =56,21

1. Backaground Ratzcnhofer, Gustay (18482-1904)

‘/2. Concepts of Hatzenhofer
a,"Jdrhraft"
b. Innate interests
(1) 2rocresative (4) wocial
(2) #hysioclogical (5) Irenscendental
(3) Individual
¢, Theory of interests aad the social process
(1) Conformaity to law
Conjunction of interests
Conflict of interests
hAdaptation
Community of origin- blood bond
Subjugation - bcginning of sociair articulation
and of the state
di bSocial nrogress

el alalele)
OOl o
P

3. Comperison with Gumplowicz
4, Zvaluation

REFERE (CE3
Bernes, H, E, An Introduction #$o the History of Sociology, Univ, of
Chic s2rcss, 1948
Ch, 19- Gustav Ratzenhofer, ocociological Positivism and the
Theory of cocial Intercsts

House, Floyd . Thc Development of Gociology, 1936
Ch., 14 Social Darvinism - oect, Gusta/ Ratzenhofer

Lichtcnberger, J.#. Developmeat of Social Tneory, 1938
Ch, 15 uwect "#atizenhofer"

Small, A.V¥, Cen.ral sociology, 1903
Ch, 13 "Ratzenhofer's Epitome of his Theory

Sorokin, @1itirim, Contemporary wsocioclogical Theories, Harper, 1928
Ch, 11 ¢sychological ochool - sect, C Interpretations in
terms of Interosts
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3501010gy 56.21

Socielogic.l Th Jry

J Perd., Gobr.-l (1843-1904)

1

2

Zcxground porscn.l--socicl

Tunédem.rt ..l bclaicfs

A

o

b

hro¢ prc t scurtific process s
1) q..ctit cnc=-tn. mcthod

2) Nvrositions--tas Mu a8

30 adapt_tiens--th. c¢nd

_2.Tlitiens
1) Uraversality (l: r s.mbleneces due to
repetitaen)
2) La, of imait.t.on
z Innov tion--the innev.ting proc.ss
0. Imit.tion--tue socializing proccss
I Logic~l 1 us
\ Logical ducl
(b) Logic L unidon
IT <=atra-logical 1l-vs
(¢) Imit taion from witbain to vithout
(b) Irmitat on of the supuridr b the
infoeriom
(c) Bustori .na fzshioa imitztion

Th. oeppc¢sition ol thienom.na
11) 2 ¢« epposit.en of conflict
2 Jdar
» Compctitien
¢ rolumacs
12) Nopesitio= 2f raythr
ip %6 uvbeticn 4 pruncmon”
(L) nduptrtrc, o1 th lirat o grec
(2) ad~pt taion of t1i. s.cornd degroo
(3) Fundnrrt 1 coci 1 adapt-taion
(4) Disbuarronice »¢ ir zd ptat.ens

5 Ty luction

Rfurirces

Bdrnr-r < 3

Zarrés 4, o an _Iatrod vo tae -ist ol o0c,'48-Ch 24
Davis, « £5,cholo;,acal Interpretatioas of oociet,,
LI lJ‘J‘:? - J(Ct.T:.ere

v, 3¢ bBucker, * I, Soci-1l Thought fromc Lore
") Sc.cnce, S.ctior or Tapdr

Pol.tic.l ~c.erce yosrtery, , 1097- owoc, .heorisds oi v turdc

QUM C L i

Tamdd.,

Caori.l The Laws of I-itation, 1v03

S rolbWwarss, ( (17.492-511

al

Pencl Phllosophgi 1¢15
E'F\"FT s L
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Hunter College of the City of New York
Sociology 56:i21

/./ Durkheim, Emile (1858 = 1917)

1. Background - personal- social

2. Concepts
« Representations of the individual mind
o« Collective reprcs entations
« D.vision of Labor in Soclety
» The Rules of Soclological llethod
(1) Social Fact }
(a) Criteria - exteriority - constraint
(b) Rules for the observatior of
(¢) Rules for the ezmplanation of
(2) Rules for distinguishing betwcen tho normal und
the pathological
(3) Rulcs for the classification of social types
(4) Rules relative to ostablisning sociological proofs
E, Agelic transcendentalisn
F, The tncory of religion
ﬁ. The theory of knowledge
« Suicide
REFERENCES
Barncs,Harry Blner, An Introduction to the History of Sociology,1948
Ch., 27 The Soclologism of Ermile Durkhoim and his ochool

ool

Alpsrt, Harry, Emilc Durkheir end His Sociology, Columbia Univ,1939

Durkheim, Emile, De la davision du travail social, Paris, 1902

Simpson, Georg, Lmile Durkheim on the Division oi Lebor in
Socicty (translation plus estirate of D's work)
Maeraillan, 1933

Durkhein, E. Réglcs de la méthode sociologique, 1895
Catlin, George L. G. (Editor) Durkheim the Kulcs of Sociocloglcal
liethod, Univ. of Chic. Prcss, 1938

Durkhcim, E. Le suicids, 1897

Durkheim, E. Les formoes elconentaires ds la vie rcligieusc, 1912

Gehlke, Charles Elrcr, Emile Durkhein's Contributions to Sociological
Theory, Corunbia University, 1915

Sorokin, Pitirim, Contenporary Scciological Theorics, 1928
Ch. 8 - part 4 Durkhcir and his School




Hunter college of thr Ji%y of Ner Torl - Soc. 56.21

/JJ Sirmel, Georgc (1858-1918)

I. Backround* Porsonal=Social

II. Concepts
he Of society
B. Sociolozy as distinct from
l. Socizl sciences and social psychology
2. Social Philosophy--(Influence of Ermanucl Kont
( 1724-18034)
3. The prilosophy of h.story
C. Methods and t~chniwvacs of formal sociology
D. Prerequisites of socialization
E. Forrms of socialization distinction, form, and
content
1 Superordination cnd subor@inatién
a- Subordin.tion to
(1) an andividual
(2) » group
(3) More than onc superior
2 Opposition
Conflict &nd strugzle
The contcst gu1c
c. Legel cortest
Li.pcrsonal inter sts
¢ Conflict between factions
f. Competition
Termination of conflict
3. The nurcriccl relationa of social forms
& Isolatior--monad (single individual)
b. ssociation--dyedic (two individuals)
c. Reciprocity and direct opposition--
triadic group (threce indavidusls)
t. 8 Ladk of ccrrclations spefific formations--
Large group--(Vorc than threc persons.)
4 Sgatial rclations
e Fxclusive and non-exclusive groups
be. Sociological boundarics
¢ Faxatior and socizl contents
5. Pcrsistcnce of social groups
a, Social difforcntiation
(1) Largo supcrordinated carcles
(2) Spcecializcd circles
III Evaluation

Barncs, d. D, An _Introda. to the Hist of w0 C, ,1948
References Ch. 11-The sociolosy of Georg -1m el (R, Heberle)

Lo on

4bel, Theodore~-Systenetic Sociclogy In Garmeny--1920

Spykman, Nicholas J.--The Social Theory of Gecorge Simmel--1926

Sorokin, F.=--Contemporary Sociologic 1 Thcories--1928

Housc, Floyd ', Thc Dcvelopment of sociolofy, 1936
Ch. 34 The Formal socilology of Simmel and Von wiese




HUJTZR COLLEG. OFf T7Z CITY OF '@ YORX

3oc1oloszicel Theory - 56,21

1, Background - Cumncr, i1lliam Greham (1840-1910)

2. Concepts

ce FOlKV'GgyS = ii0T'€ES

b, Societal selcction

c. oocial codes

d, Class
(1) Divisions reloted to sociul change
(2) Class and state
(3) structure and consciousnass
(4) The Forgotten .an

e, Reform
3, Evaluation
REFERINCES,

Barnes, H, E, ~n_Introduction to the History of Sociology 1948
Ch, 6 \m, G, wumner, Spéncerianism 11 .mérican Dress

Davie, :aurice R Sumner Today, 1940

House, Floyd ¥V Development of Sociology, 1236
Ch, 23 The bociolozy of w.,G, oumner

Keller, », G, Reminiscences (mainly personal) of . ,.G., osumner, 1933

2age, Charles Hunt, Class and .american sociologny, 1940, Ch, oumner

Starr, H, E, Vialliam Granam Sumner (wew Haven, 1925)

v/ sumner, ",G, Folkvays, 1907
Forpotten uen and otner Essays, 1919
and Keller,.,G, The bcience of bociety(4 vol, Jew Haven, 1927)
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HUNTER COLLEGE QF THE CITY OF IUE YORKW

Sociologicel Theory- 56.21

\t\%b 1. Background- 3mall, Albion Woodbury (1854-1926)
2, Geneslis of Small's social thinking
3, Concepts

a, Conception of society
b ~Personel interests
(1) Hcal th-(Food - sex - work)
(2) Weal th
(3) Sociability
(4) Knowledge
(5) Beauty
(6) Righteousncss
c¢. Conflict- coopcration - socialization
d. Social egggregates
€, Sociol organs (sustcining - transporting-regul .ting)
f. Thc psycho-physical communiccting apparatus
8. Socaicl physiology - thc functions of
(13 The fomaly
(27 socicty (as performcd by organs)
I, Pcthology of
(1) Thc fcmily -nd other socil aggregcotes
(2) Soci 1 org ns
K, Soci2l control

4, llcthodology
5. Evaluation

RSFERENCLS
B-rnes, Herry Elmer, An Introduction to the History of Sociology,'48
Ch, 39 &Albion Woodbury Gm:ll Promoter o2f amcriccn
wociology 2nd Bxpositor of Soci.l Intcrests
Bogcrdus, E, S. The Devclopment of Socacl Thougpht, 1940 - Sect,Small
Encyclopcdia /mericana, vol 25 (1920) pp. 209-10

Odum, Howerd M, :meric-n sicsters of Socicl Scicnce, 1927- .cct,Small

Sm-11l, Albion Woodbury
Adam Smith .nd sodern Sociology, 1907
An Iniroduction to the Study of socicty, 1894
Genecral Sociolory, 1905
Origins of Sociclogy, 1924
The Camcralists, 1909
The ueaning of Social Scicnecc, 1910
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HUNTER COLLEGE OF THE CITY OF NI/ YORK

Sociological Thcory - 56.21

)

tJ 1. Background - Cool¥g, Charlos Horton (186441929)
2, Concepts Cooley

a, Social and indiva

b frimery groups

¢. Communication

d. ‘he democratic mind

e, Tho theory of public opinion
f. Social classes - castes
g [ ]

a¥pedts of thé hand

Institutions and the indivaidual
h, Thc¢ function of public will

3. Methodology
4, Evaluation

REFCRENCLS.
American Journal of Sociology, "Coolgy's Contributi
Social Thought", vol, 35, No., 5 (imarch 1930) P. 702,
Group Essecnce end Accident® Ellsworth Faris, vol, 38 (

to Amcrican

Ch 4% - Chorles Horton Coolcy. Pioncer in Psyc

Berncs, H.E, and Beckor H,B, Social Thought from Lorc to Scicnco, 1938
Scet, on Coolcy

Coolcy, C.H.
Human Ncture end the oocial Order, 1902
Social Organizaticn, 1911
Social Proccss, 1918
Sociological Theory and Sociel Riscerch, 1930
(sce Introduction by R, C, Angcll)

Housc, Floyd N, Dcvclopmecnt of wociology N.Y. 1936 - 3cct, on Coolcy

Pego, C,H. Class ond Amcriczan Sociology, 1940
Ch, 6 Charlcs Horton Coolay

Sorokin, P. Contcmporary Sociolspical Thoories, N Y, 1928 -~ scct-Coolcy

Jandy, Edwerd, Cherlcs Horton Cooley His Life end Gocial Theory, N,Y
1942

Journcl of Sociel Philosophy, S, u, Levin"Chearlcs Horton Cooley and
the Concept of Crcativcnoss, April 1941, p,216-29

Sociel Forcos, 8 (December, 1930) p, 186, welton F, Hamilton%®C.H Cooley"
Social Forces, 9 (Dccember,,1931) p.160-63, Rced Bain, "Coolcy a
Grent Teacher®
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SOCIOLCGICAL THLCRY

e 4 Condorcet-larquis dc

I Bsckgrourd Porsoncl--Socicl
IT Previous theorics of change
A. nitrogrecssion of man Grececks <nd Romans
B, Thcory of Cycles Fythegcrous--rlacto--Aristotle
C Goldun kge--in ncxt world--viddlce Ages

III. Contributions to mmdenn idce of pro_rcss from
AA Intcllcectucl development (Descartes-Leibnatz-
Fr-nccs Bacon=Tur~7ot)
B Cormcrcicl Revolution--Discovery of americe
Cs Scicntific Revolution

IV. Conccpts--Condorcct
A Objcctives
1l To estcblish faets of progrese
2 To discovrr its l-wa--tc dct.r~in. the future
acvelopr: nt of rankind
B. Ob8taclcs to rioar.ss
1 Prcjudicces
C. Imrperson.l Nutur.l Lews--Progrcss
L, Binc kpochs 1in tt. the stery of munkind
E Pnc future of ., ark.~d
1 The equality ¢t r~tiors
2+ The cqu-lit; 2f ndaividacls
3s lhe perfuctaibil.oe, of =onk.nd

V. icthodology~-Teductive

Vi. Fvaluction
A. Thomas Robert M lthrus
B Saint-Simon
C. Augustc Conmte

REFERENCES

v
Schapiro, Salwyn J , Condorcet and tr- Risc of Liocrelism,

Harcourt Brace ond Coripary, 1904
Chs 4 Condorcet bufore the I'renca Rcevolution
Ch. 5 Condorcot Durin: thc Fruncn Rovolution

Ch. 13 Thc Ide. of Frogress

Esquesss d'un tcblcoau historique des progres dc l'esprit hunan
(Skctch of the Itcllcectunl Progress of Monkind), 1795
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HUNTER COLLEGE OF THE CITY OF HIE# YORK

SOCIOLOGIC,LL THZORY-56,21
\

Condorcet, uarguis de (con't)

3

Encyclopcdia 3oclcl ocicncos, "Condorcet, .icrquis do"
Lichtcnberger, J.»¢ Doevelopment of Social Theory, 1936

Ch, 10 Section “"Concorcot"

Ch, 11 Scction Themzas R, dalthus
Kingsley, :lartin- French Laiberal Thourht - 18th, Ccntury
Intrc.uction to Contcmporery Civiliz-tioa in thc :ost,
Columbia University arcss, Vol, 1, 1946 - Soct, “Concorccti®

Saint Simon, Hcnra cde (1760-1825)

1, Beckzaround - person-l = soci-l

11, Conccpts

&,

B.

Jgrogress of the humcn roce
1, Congcctural perioc
2, Positive pcriod
Hicrarchy of scicnccs
1, +stronomy
2, £#hysics ~ad chenistry
3 + hysiology
Hicerercy of Telent - Incustricl #crlioncnt
1, Invaention
¢, Lngincaors ¢c. Scholers
b. focts ¢ Artists
2, Examination
e, uathenaticians b, 2Physicians
3, Exccutive - Unpaid
a, Incustriel locders b, Capitclists ¢, Benkars
Cepacities of children- Equality of Scxcs
Statc Ownership
l. Lend
2, Copitcl
3, Instrumcnts of lcbor
New Chraistionity



-5~
PJNYTR COLLEG™ OF T-L CITy CF 'THh YCTK
SOCIOLOCY 56 21
SOCIQOLO™ICAL THECRY

Suint Simon, rFecnri de (Cont'd)

III Comvsrison of ..rarchy cf Tal nt

1 yitr conc ots of Themas Crmponcllats "City of the Sur"

I¥ Szint Simon cr ticas' of Condrrect
1 F rsllel betveer 1 n na v nkind--Impessiblc
p-rfectibilait - nf ~ nkind

V Sarili_riti.s Scint dimen wna ausust. (ontr
1 tow.r cf 3ci rtifit prcdiewtlion
2 ILceessity of ferring ,esitive rhilesephy--rcpl-ce
currcnt thcelezlcs

REFTRENCTS

Booth, Arthur Jehn, histery of 3nc..lis™ in Pr ncc--
Scint Simen ~nd Scint OSlmonismr, Longmans
Greun, Road r 2nd Dyen, 1E71

Hortzlocr, Joget O hister; of Utecpiun Thought, :” emilllr-n,

2 Int Simnn--C mp-nclic

Saint Simon, Henrl de, L'Industric, 1818

3zint 38iron, nenri de, L'Crgenis.t.ur, 1819

Scint Simon, +Honri dc, MNoveau Cr¥ist nisnc, 1825

Saint Simon, ferri de, S,stome Industriel, 1821
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Patte&ns of Culture - Dr. Ruth Benedict

To many people, Ruth Benedict's Patterns of Bulture must convey unpleasa-t
’ T~
revelations, To all, 1t should empnasize the need to relinquish that wide-
spread smugness of ours, and the necessity of an attempt to regard our-

selves through our neighbors' glasses even 1f the spectacles do not fit

| 'S

perfectly. Dr. Benedict's book presents a challenge to the participants of
any culture,but since th@ one designated as estern civilization nas sprea
1tself more widely than any other group known, 1t 1s towards us that her work
1s mainly directed. Her aim is vlear, she hopes tnrough an analysis of p .

primitive cultures to demonstrate that no mode of living 1s to be regaeded
as the only "correct™ one, but that many different cultuee patierns arose m
answer to diverse heeds of various people.

Altnough every culture clings to the belief that #Hhe# 1ts own feelings
are the one normal expression of "human:nature™, a careful investigation s@en
testifies that values highly esteemed bi one group of people may be just
t nose that another group condemns, and that even within one culturg, evalu-
ations of specific actlonskary from time to time, Dr, Benedict has sought te
verify this in her presentation of three cultures, each of waich 1s dominated
by one central idea.

The first group includes thePueblos of New Mexico, notably the Zuni
Indians, a very ceremonious and ratually inclined people,who axhibat a marKed
lack of self-assertiveness and whose institutions minimize-the:situatiofis
in whaich serious frustrations can arase,

We then obtain a glimpse into the lives of tne Dobuans of Melanesia, a
lmostile and treacherous group,whose institutions exalt extreme forms of
animosity¢and malignancy to the highest degree,

The institutions of the Kwakiutl Indians of tne Northwest coast of Amegyea
on the otner hand, rely mainly on the members' motive of rivalry, which as
expressed, of course, in their particular terms.

These three examples of culture were used because they are so widely &=



divergent from each other ain their dominant attitudes, and, by virtwe
of their well defined traditions have been moldeed 1nto patterns tht
are more readily understandable than more complex societies., for ex-

ample, by means of discussing such topics as religious ceremonies,

attitudes towards marriage, qualifications for leadershap, Dr Beneotsed
has shown that the diversities of human adjustments are culturally

conditioned, and that even characteristics common to all mankind £
find their expression 1in differinz at.itudes and institutions.

Thus, for instance, the basic social need f£e¥ of every human being

for recognition and sense of group oelonging 1s satisfied in one

culture through the abilaty to destroy a vast amount of possessions,

and in another, by avproval accorded to meekness and extreme sobriety.

In a like manner are "abnormalities" defined according to the indivi-

dual standards of the various cultures and i1t 18 within this field that

Dr. Benedict wishes to evoke the greatest awareness on our part. She

explains, therefore, that although a greatanumber of individuals oﬂk
particular society are able to as.ume tne behavior dictated by that

society, due to the enormous plasticity of their original potential=-
ities, 1ndividuals whose congenial responses fall outside the arc of
behavior sanctioned by their culture do exist, and must find adequate
solutions to their problems This i1s truly difficult, especially in our
own culture, which makes no provisions for an efficient_functioning of
tnese persons

If, by attempting to elimninate the prejuaice against and fear
of the unknown through or.entation, the impression has been created
by Dr Benedict that admitting the vallaltyﬁf any mode of behavior
means obscuring the aim of ultimately improving &1l modes of behavior,
then I believe the book has failed in i1ts purpose. Although the anthro-
pologidt's task 1s not to attribute merit or lack of at to his finddngs,
arealistic social faith" can only be attained with a view towards

improvement, Dr, Benedict's conclusion of accepting all patterns of
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disease 1s Just as likely to be made the symbol of holiness in one society as trance
and catalepsy are elsewhere. Not that the conditions causing frustration and
maladjustment 1n our society are necessarily any less harmful than perhaps the seldf-
torture, od drawing of the Mexican Pefirtentes Or, together with a growing understand=
ing of cultural developuenis, bhalee abandon our concern for the human life as well?

No, I do not believe thet Patterms of Culture advocates underatanding without any
evaluation Although the anthropologist's task 1s not to attribute merit or lack of it
to his findings, a"more realistic social faith"!can only be attained with a view towards
improvement of theirs and ours It seems , therefore,that education i1s again declared
the panacea, but 1t must befeducation which understands all patterns of culture And
that 18 not so easy
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l1fe as valid,has import to me only 1f 1t 1s intended eventually fo be ued

ﬁg-arrlve7at a more satifactory pattern of liv.ng everywhere, For
what 1s to prevent contagious disease from becoming the symbol of
holiness 1in one society as are trance and catalensfzgzsewhere° Not
that the conditions causing frustration and maladjustment in our
society are necessarily any less harmfu| thah perhaps the self-
torture héthod of blood drawing that the ifexican Penitentes practice.
Or, together with a growing understanding of cultaral developments,
shall we abandor all concern for bhuman life as well?
Although I do not want to read into this book any intentions

not specifically stated, I do not believe that Patterns of Culture

wishes to eliminate all evaluation However, until we are reaaqy
to _judge we must refrain from It seems,therefore, that education
1s again declared the panacea, but i1t must befeducation which under-

stands all patterns of culture And that 1s not so easy.





