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Notice Of Meeting 
Wednesday. October 26, 1955 at 11 :00 A.M. 

in the 
IIAlIlli ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN AUDITORIUM 

- 0' 
THE NEW YORK BOARD Of RABBIS 

10 EAST 73rd STREET NEW YORK CITY -
(Berg Hall ) 
Speakers .J Rabbi Bernard Berqman 

Rabbi Gershon ChertoH 
Rabbi Albert Silverman If Subject 

"RELIGION IN ISRAEL - SEVEN YEARS AETER" 

Chaplains' Conference 
Wednesday, October 26,1955-1:00 _·3:00 P.M. 

NYBR Offices, 10 E. 73 St., NYC J 
For chaplains serving hospitals, prisons and mental institutions, 

homes for the aged and youth, shelters . 

FEDERATION -
A SYMBOL Of SELF-RESPECT. 

Rabbi Loui8 1. New'11UJ,n 
T he Federation of Jewish Philan­

t hropies is a symbol of our communi­
ty self- respect. This great or ganiza­
t ion of Gemilut H esed is proof of our 
ability to care for our own needy, in 
a manner which has stirred other re­
ligious groups to t~e same activities. 
Surely the Rabbis and the congrega­
tions can find in the appeal of Fed­
eration for continuing. and ever-en­
la rging cooperation a cause fulfi~ling 
our religious ideals. The happy con­
cordance of endeavor by the New 
York Board of Rabbis and the Fed­
eration indicates the degree of ma­
turity which both organizations have 
attained in dealing with their respec­
tive problems . Mayall of us lend our 
maximum aid and good-will! 

TIw activitie8 of the NYBR are made 
p08sbile largely by a 8ubvention fnnn 
the Federation of Jewish Philanthro­

pies of New York . 

FEDERATION -
SYMBOL OF TZEDAKAH 

. Rabbi Simon G. Kra1'MJ" 
Federation appeals to me because 

it follows the Maimonidean pr inciple 
of T2edakah; namely helping the poor 
to become self-sufficient. This is evi­
den t, fo r e.xample, in the way the 
Jewish Family Ser vice operates. With 
J.F.'S., counseling and therapy arc 
more important than any cash distri­
bu tion. I t is also evident in the man­
ner in which Federation services 
every ·one of its 116 agencies. 

As a rabbi, I am especially impres­
sed by Federation's suppor t and en­
'couragement of J ewish education-Or­
thodox, Conservative and Reform­
through its subvention to the Jewish 
Education Committee. 

Federation also attracts my inter­
est because it sponsors research iri all 
it s institutions and has thus properly 
earned a reputation as a progressive 
social ' ''elfare organization. This em­
phasis 'on furthering th e total per­
sonality and need of the client who 
asks fo r help, is to me the highest 
principle of Tzedakah. ,.' 

I therefore urge you, my colleagues, 
to make your own liberal contribution 
to Federation and encourage your con­
gregants to do likewise. 

-

October 1955 

RABBIS SPEAK ON 
HIGH HOLY DAYS 

(SulIwnary 0/ sermons delivered on 
Septem,ber 7th on "The Most 

Important High Holy Day 
Message for 571S") 

Rabbi A. M. Heller 
In this new century and revolution-

ary age, the ,Jew is faced with a three-
fold problem: f\hal! we be Jews? Can 
we be Jews! How shall ~e live as 
jews? Today, hie IS so f luid, ant! con-
ditions are so favorable, that those of 
our people who wish to leave Judaism 
can do 9~ . Statistics show,. however, 
that 99 (> ol Amencan J ewr stili 
want to live as Jews, l:>ome do so for 
negative reasons such as instinct, 
pride, pity and fea r. 

Our task this new year is to get 
American Jewry to want to live as 
Jews for positive reasons, We, who 
come to the Synagogue on the H igh 
Holy Days, must focus our attention . . 
on the thmt questIOn, How shall we 
live as Jews"! 

This requi res a fourfold program . 
First, a recognition that democracy 
and Judaism are thoroughly compati­
ble, and · th e corollary, that J ews 
should develop their Amer icanism to 
the .fullest. Second, a full adherence 
to the principle of the peopiehood of 
Israel. Third, ,the frank discourag~­
Illtl lll of assirriilatiori and inter-mar­
riage. Fourth, a constant effor t to 
make the ,knowledge of Torah the per-. 
sonal possession of every Amer ican\ 
Jew. . ~, 

This will demand high standards fo r \ 
the American Jew. But a. Judaism 
which fails to create ethical and 
exemplary persona lities is valueless 
in this new century. This is how we 
shall LIVE as Jews in the New Year. 

• • • 
Rabbi James ,G. Heller 

For a long time, the world of today 
has been listening to the prophets of 
doom. Men like Kierkegarde, Kafka, 
Sartre, and Proust received the at­
tcntion of .a public which was be­
witched by their pessimistic moral 
interpretation of man and his be­
havior. Judaism belicves that the 
universe is intelligible and unitary. 

(CQlIt'inued 011 Page 4) 
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. RABBI LESTER HARBATER 

The NYBR mourns the loss of a 

faithful colleague who devoted his 

life to Torah and Israel. 

GOWNS ~~~~ 
Satisfaction in Every Stitch .''' __ "~ .. 

SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP 

QUALITY FABRICS 
PERFECT FIT GUARANTEED 

BULLETIN 

RADIO AND TELEVISION 
The following rabbis participated 

in t he NYBR radio and television pro­
grams during September. 

WHLI - Voice of Long Island 
"Light of Israel", every Fri­
day from 2:45 to 3:00 P.M. 

Sept. 2 - Rabbi Irwin Isaacson 
Sept. 9 - Rabbi Wm. Orentlicher 
Sept. 16 - Rabbi Herbert 

Baumguard 
Sept. 23 - Rabbi Max Forman 
Sept. 30 - Rabbi Milton Feierstein 
"Fourth R School" appearing Sun-

days during November over WRCA 
Channel 4, 8 :00 to 9 :00 A.M . . 

Nov. 6 - Federation Sabbath and 
Tzedakah, Rabbi Joseph H. 
Loo,kstein 

Nov. 13 - J ewish Book Month, 
Rabbi Eli Pilchick 

Nov. 20 - World Over Magazine, 
Staff of J. E. C. 

Nov. 27 - Hanukah, 
Rabbi LUsher Kirshblum 

October, 1955 

NYBR ON RADIO AND TV 
DURING HIGH HOLY DAYS 

The High Holy Day season this year 
was marked by a series of Radio and 
TV broadcasts sponsored by the NY­
BR. These programs' were the first in 
a holiday series that will be sponsored 
by the NYBR in cooperation with 
various radio and TV networks. The 
expansion of radio and TV in the reli­
gious field has made it possible to 
bring into many homes the religious 
messages of our spiri tual leaders. The 
NYBR is proud 9£ the fact that, in 

. its endeavors to reach a wide audi­
ence, it has received the f ullest s up­
port of the major radio and TV sta­
tions. 

The following were the programs 
presented for the High Holy Day.s : .. 
WHLI - radio (Long Island) 

Rabbi Herbert Baumguard 
WRCA (4) - Herb Sheldon program, 

Guest Rabbi Alvan Rubin 
WRCA (4) - Home Show program, 

Guest Rabbi Samuel Silver 
WABC - radio _ special High Holy 

ISRAELI RITUAL OBJECTS Day program, Rabbi Joseph H. 
Lookstein 

The celebration of Succoth high." 
lighted 'the use of the Arbah Minim. WABC (7) - special High Holy Day 
In response to the request of our pre- program, Rabbi I srael Goldstein 
sident, we understand that more of WeBS (2) - special High Holy Day 
our rabbis urged their congregations dramatization, Rabbi Charles 
to purchase Etrogim which were Shulman 
grown in IsraeL This was a great help WCBS (2) - special High Holy Day 
to Israel. program, Rabbi I. Fred Hollander 

It is just as important to maintain Wherever these programs were seen 
throughout the year the same practice and heard, they were met with great 
of purchas ing religious art forms and enthusiasm, and the response by t he 
sacred ritual ob"jects which are Is- general community has been over-
raeh made. It IS interestmg to note whelming. The NYBR is therefore 
that there are many newly-created very pleased to voice its appreciation 
r itual des igns which can enhance the to all radio and TV networks that 
home and the synagogue and which made these programs possible, as well 
not only call.he}p_th(L!fKarlU!~Q!1~..!rly_ as the NYBR Radio and TV Commit-
but a lso bring t he A'Oira d 'Eretz Yis- .- -tee. _ ._- - ' -- - '--~"--

.1·oel into our Jives. 
We appeal to every member of "the 

NYBR to continue the purchase of 
Israeli r eligious materials, and to 
bri ng this to the attention of their 
congregations and organization. 

NEW POSITIONS 
Rabbi Alber t Leeman was elected 

assistant rabbi of the Flatbush Jew­
ish Center , Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Rabbi J ack Reimer was elected as­
sist ant rabbi of t he East Midwood 
J ew ish Center , . Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Rabbi Samuel Schafler was elected ' 
ass istant director of the United Syna­
gogue of America's Commission on 
Jew ish Education. 

Rabbi Irving Koslowe was elected 
vice-president of the American Cor­
rectional Chaplains Association. 

DEDICATIONS 

Central Synagogue of Nassau Coun­
ty has dedicated its completed sanc­
tuary in Rockville Centre. 

Complete Lirae 01 
ReliCJious Supplies 

For The Synagogue;. School & Home 
At Reasonable Prices 

Send now for Informaticm' 01' for 
your Holiday Order8. Sa-til/action 
guaranteed. 

J . LEVINE COMPANl 
73 Norfolk ·St New York, N.Y. 

. Tel. ORegon 4-1067 _. :-
Manufacturers of the "UNION"­

( UAHC) . Torah mantles, paroches,! 
pulpit covers, etc. and other mod-­
ernistic embroideries. 



October, 1955' BUL 'LETIN 

' THE NEW YORK BOARD OF RABBIS 

does officially proclaim 

SHABBAT HAYE SARAH 

26th and 27th of Heshvan November 11th and 12th 

5716 1956 

FEDERATION SABBATH 

to furthe r the works of benevolence. carried on by the Federation 

of Jewish Philanthropies of New York; which, through its 

U S hospitals and social service organizations, cares fo r the 

sick, the troubled and disadvantaged in our community. 

As Tzedakah is a religious duty, the New York Board of Rabbi's urges its 

coIleagues to call upon their congregations on Federation Sabbath to respond 

with fu!lest measure of -generosity to the Federation's 38th annual appeal. 

"Charity outweighs all the other commandments . 

Rabbi Harold H. Gordon 
General Secretary 
New York Board of Rabbis 

RESERVE 

November 15, 1955 
FEDERATION'S ANNUAL 

RECEPTION FOR RABBIS 

• • • 
Rabbi Harold H . Gordon 

to be honored for tenth year as 
Chaplaincy Coordinator and 

f riend of Federation 

Baba Batra 9A 

Rabbi Emanuel Rackman 
President 
New York Board of Rabbis 

NATIONAL COUNCIL 

JEWISH PRISON CHAPLAINS 

MEET' IN G 

Wednesday, Oct. 26, 1955 
3 :00 - 4 :30 P.M. 

Berg Hall, 10 East 73rd St. N.Y.C. 

Rabbi Harry J. Brevis, Presiding 
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FEDERATION - ·OUR VITAL 

COMMUNITY PROGRAM 

Rabbi. Harry Halpern 

The care of the sick, the aged, the 
poor and the orphan has always been 
an integral part of Jewish religious 
tho'ught and practice. But, whereas in 
former times, philanthropy was an 
unorganized activity of individuals, in 
our time and in a large community 
Ji,ke ours, the care of the underprivi~ 
Jeged needs or ganized effort. This is 
so not only because of the large num· 
bel' of people to be served but also 
because the problems involved are 
complex and necd the co-operative ef­
fo rt of many agencies. 

'l'he institutions which are banded 
together under Federation have rend- · 
ered an outstanding service -to the 
community. W.e.re_ it not for this 
achievement made possible by a con~ 
certed effort, we' would ali be- -ca'iIed 
upon to participate in innumerable 
campaigns in behalf of the individual 

.constituent organizations. This would 
result in undescri bable chaos in our 
communal life. 

An interesting feature of the work 
which Federation has done is its sup­
port of institutions of all kinds. It has 
not limited itself to strictly charitable 
work but is also aiding in the further­
ance of Jewish education and whole­
some activity for young people. Its 
subsidy which makes possible the 
chaplaincy work of our own New York 
Board of Rabbis is a good example of 
the many-sided interests of Federa­
tion. 

By their deeds you shall know them . .• 

~HOROWlTl-MARGARETEN 
G I SH 

BY THE BAkERS Of "O VEtl CRISP" {U NSAlTED! MATZOHS 

"It is a feeling of satisfa ction that we are able 
to turn to you lind your organization for the 
fine st and mo st complete service for our 
departed. Your · personal touch both in your 
Chapel and in the home exhibits 8 genuine 
American Jewish 5ervice for and in behalf of 
our people." 

1111 unsolicited letter from a Rabbi­
nll~e upon request. 

RIVERSIDE 
J/emo",aI'CliJA'~.1' 

76th ST. AND AMSTERDAM AVE., ENDICOTT H6DD 

BROOKLYN: PARK CIRCLE AT_ OCEAN PARKWAY· ULSTER .. 4·,2000 
BRONX: GRAND CONCOURSE AT 179th ST •• LUDLOW , 3,6300 

LONG ISLAND: 1250 CENTRAL AVENUE' fAR ROCKAWAY 7-1-100 
MIAMI • MIAMI BEACH 
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(C()n#n~d fr<J~, Page 1) _ 
As we approach the New Year of 5716 
we must reiterate the optimistic point 
of view of Judaism as enunciated in 
Genesis ani all the writings of the 
prophets, so that we can look forward 
to the upward march of men and 
civilization. We are told in the Ethics 
of the Fathers that man should 
Kovesh· Es YitZTO and in Genesis: 
Pru Ur'vu .. U'tnilu .. Es Ho'Oretz 
V'Kivshu/LQ."1n this dual role of self­
d iscipline and determination to face 
the problems of the atomic age and 
the age of anxiety; the Jew, following 
t he traditional philosophy of facing 
the· new · year and its problems with 
joy and enthusiasm, will find · his 
salvation. . . . 
Rabbi .Jr-vintj .. Miller ., ~ 

World events focus the attention of 
society upon th e great possibility of 
creating a world with a new heart. 
President ,Eisenhower in his leader­
ship at Geneva asked for the reshap­
ing of the world in a hew spirit. The 
spectre· of the hydrogen bomb forces 
mankind to move towards the concept 
of a new world. This is beautifully 
brought out in the l~turgy of Rosh 
Hashanah when we recite the p"rayer 
"today is the birthday of the world." 
Not only is it the birthday of the 
world but it can be the spiritual birth­
day of th·e Jew and "of the synagogue. 
Let him but carry out the inspiration­
a l maxim of the prophet to put into 
himself a Lev Hadash and he will be­
come a Brial!. Fladashah. We must put 
aside our preconceptions and miscon­
ceptions of the past in connection with 
every day affairs and world affairs, 
and look forward to the fashioning of 
a new world. We must start the new 
year with a Ruach Hadasha, pushing 
·aside past false attempts to spiritual 
renei,val, -and we shall become 'a-' n'cw 
person, a Briah Hadashah . 

GINZBERG.WOLFSON LIBRARY 
The Ginzberg-Wolfson Library 

(made possible by Mr. Louis M. 
Rabinowitz) acknowledges the follow­
ing contributions: 

Bitter Sweet - by Rabbi A. Alan 
Steinbach, presented by Rabbi Stein­
bach. 

Israel's Emerging Constitut'icm -
1948-1951 by Rabbi Emanuel Rack­
man, presented by Rabbi Rackman . 

.• .;.,,;/- Otzar Ha-Geonim - by B. M. Lewin 
~·-'''';{.12 volumes), presented by Mr_ Louis 

-."!'if.hRabinowitz. 
Commentary of David Kimchi on 

, ... Psalms - by Rabbi Jacob Bosniak, 
presented by Rabbi Bositiak. 

Twenty volumes of HebTaica. and 
Judaica. presented by Pardes Publish­
ing Co. 

"FOURTH R" TV SCHOOL 
The New York Board of Rabbis' 

"Fourth R" TV school will present its 
fall series of telecasts in cooperation 
with the Educator's Council of the 
Federation of · Jewish Philanthropies. 
The "Fourth. R" TV program is seen 
Sunday mornings from 8 ;00 A.M. to 
9:00 A.M. over WRCA TV (Channel 
4). The November and February tele­
casts will deal with the Jewish Holi­
days and ,Festivals, as well as present~ 
ing t.he work done by the Educators 
Council of Federation through its af­
filiates. Miss Debbie -Neiman, teacher 
of the "Fourth R" school will be aided 
by her ·regular students from the 
Downtown· 'ralmud Torah, as well as 
children and teen agel'S from various 
Federation Community Centers. The 
"Fourth·-R" is -'i:rrterlii-g-rt;""Se&lnd --.... 
year on TV and ,has an estimated 
quarter of a million viewers. We urge 
all rabbis to please announce from 
their pulpits and in their religious 
schools the· date and time of these tele· 
casts, so 'that their congregants and 
children may draw from the rich ex­
perience of this fine religious program. 

The following are the program titles 
for the 1"110nth of November: 

Nov. 6 - Federation Sabbath and 
Tzedakah 

Nov. 13 - Jewish Book :Month 

Nov. 21 - Jewish Music Month 

Nov. 28 - Hanukah 

Rabbi Philip Hiat-Coordinator of 
Radio and TV for the New York 
Board of Rabbis is the producer of 
the "Fourth R" telecast. 

October, 1955 

MAZALTOV 

Birtlls 
Rabbi and Mrs. Philip Shnairson 

on the birth of their son Alexander 
Levi. 

Rabbi and Mrs. Philip Hiat on the 
birth of their daughter Malka Tova. 

Bar Mitzvah 
Rabbi and Mrs. David 1. Golovensky 

on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Joel. 
Rabbi and Mrs. Henry A. Griffel 

on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, 
Andrew. 
Engagement 

Rabbi Shalom Segal to Miss Maxine 
Tannenbaum. 

Marriages 
Rabbi and Mrs. Louis J. Haas on 

the marria'ge O'f·their··dailglitet~Flora­

lee Miriam _to Leonard' Felsenthal. 
Rabbi and Mrs. Joshua Kohn on the 

marriage of their son Yosef Ammi to 
Joan Feldman. 

Rabbi and Mrs. Robert Gordis on 
the marriage of their son Levi to 
Miss Hadassah Cohen, (sister of Rab­
bi Gershon D. Cohen). 
. Rabbi and Mrs. David W. Pearlman 
on the marriage of their daughter 
.Judith to Nicholas K. Wolfson. 

.t> 

Strictly Kosher 
One of the many Kosher food$ mode 
by Heinz ... 011 of which beor on 
their lobels the @ seal of approval 
of the UNION Of ORTHODOX JEWISH 

CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA. 

HEINZ 
VEGETARIAN BEANS , 
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My Family Will Have What I Was Denied 
(Special Message for Rabbis and Cantors) 

A RA BBI told us of the difficu lties of his youth­
his lnol.ller's struggle to raise their large fami ly 

after his father died leaving no insurance. 

Another rahLi saw the same thing happen 

to his relatives. Every rll lJbi knows of 

individuals in bis congregation left des­

titule .. . people in the kind of serious 

trouble that coll'ldJl3ve bttn 8\'oided 

if their parents had llIadc life insur-

ance provisions for them. All young 

" .• J il,thers. would like .to see. that 
their fan~ilies have what 

t hey, perhaps, were 

deniL-d. And it 's 

so easy to take the 

nttessary steps 

through the 

Ministers Life 

"Young Men's" 

Policy. 

LOWEST RATE 
WHEN YOU NEED 

IT MOST 

The cost of Ministers 

Life coverage is so nOIll_ 

inal. Professional full-time' r~1igi ou s w~rkel'8 are 

considered "preferred risks" 'and are thus entitled 

to lower rate!! than the general public. The "Young 1\l en'8" Policy is drafted for 
the needs of the rabbinical stllllent",as ~'el l as the young rabLi or ca ntor. It 

provides unusually low rates during the firs t fe w years, then increases slightly as 
- his.aLility to plf increases. 'A·s- ii.n .... l!x·ainple. a man of 25 can ol'vn a 55,~ policy 

at a cost of only $36.80 duri ng t he fi rst four years, with a slight increase thert:after. 

SEND NO MONEY-NO OBLIGATION 

call on you. All Mil/ iSler., Life p"licie.~ are sold ""/Y hy r--t __ ~':~~::/~h~:'::~~~:~'~:~::':'~ ___ l 
C THE MINISTERS LIFE & CASUALTY UNION I 

13 5 MinIs te rs life Bldg .• Mlnn" ClpCllis 16, Minnes .. ta 
In Canad .. , 30 BI .... r St. W .• T ..... nt .. 5. Onl ... I.. I 

Pleose send dgtg gnthe Young Men's Policy 0 Ordingry Ufo 0 

Nome' _________________________ __ 

Addre u _____________ ____ _______ _ 

Dole of Birlh ___________ __ :Synogoglle ______ _ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I L ________________________________ ___ J 
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FEDERATION ~ THE NOBLEST 
EXPRESSION OF THE 

JEWISH SPIRIT 
Rabbi .Julius Mark 

It'is well-known that Peter Stuyves­
ant was hardly warm in his welcome 
to the 23 Jewish f ugitives w ho a rri­
ved at the lower tip of what is now 
Manhattan early in September, 1654, 
In fact, Stuyvesant gave them to un~ 
derstand in no uncertain t erms that 
thei r presence in the Colony was 'ob­
nox ious and thaf they s hould depart 
forthwith :'in a friendly way". " . . , . 

The Dutch · West · India Compa ny, 
however, after receiving a n appeal 
from the J ews of Amsterdam, wrote 
to Stuyvesant on -Apltil. 26; ·1655, ·t hat 
the Jewish refugees be permitted to 
"travel and tr~de_ to and in New 
Netherland and live and remain there, 
provided the poor among them shall 
not become a burden t o t he company 
or .to the community. but ·be supported 
by their Own nation." . ~ 

The r edundancy so evident in this 
"condition" is apparent to every Je~. 
Our people have never considered it 
a burden to care for their own. On 
the contrary, T'1.edakah wh ich ' con­
notes "justice" even more than char­
ity, has for cent uries been regarded· 
not so much as a duty but as a 
privilege. 

The Federation of Jewish P h ilan­
thropies is not only the f ulfillment of 
the pledge made 300 years ago by the 
driven and penniless J ews w ho found­
ed t~e Amer ican Jewish c~mmunity, 
but 1S the noblest expressIOn of t he 
Jewish spi r it. In a time when Jewish 
life is so fragmentized , it is particu­
larIx gratif ying that Federation, 
wh1ch.helps to support Orthodox, Con­
servative and ,Reform agencies a like, 
has become a g reat Unifying facto r . 

~urthermore, th~ New York Board 
of Rabbis is· a beneficiary of Fe-der a­
tion, since its funds for the impor tant 
Chaplaincy wor,k which it car ries on 
are derived from this source. t a m 
sure that every colleague will g ive 
Federation his financial and moral 
support. 

THE ROOSEYELT SCHOOL 
Shippan Point - Stamford. Conn. 

Accredited - Elemental'Y, FJigh and 
College Prep. Remedial Reading 
Guidance, Art, Music, Dramatics. 
American-Jewish cultural home life 

Only 45 minutes from N.Y.C. 
DAN IEL TROTZKY, Director 

Write or eall dircct. Davis 4-6731 
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PERSONALS 

Rabbi Abraham A vrech was re­
elected president of the Yeshivah 
Coll ege Alumni Association. 

Rabbi Robert Gordis was awarded 
a sabbatical leave of absence by the 
Rockaway Park Hebrew Congrega­
tion, L. I. in honor of his 25th anni­
versary of service to the congrega­
tion. He recent ly authored two books; 
one, (oJudaism For the Moden" Age", 
and the other, co-edited with Rabbi 
Theodore Friedman, "The American 
Jew-Religion and Culture." 

Rabbi Norman Salit was appointed 
Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge 
.of .Masons of. .the .State .of .. New . . York._. 
and wa~ elected to Phi Beta Kappa, ' 
College of the City of New York. 
Rabbi Salit has recently r eturned 
f r om a trip to Israel, Holland and 
the Scandinavian countries during the 
course of .which he presented, on be­
half of the Synagogue Council of 
America, scrolls of appreciation to 
the rulers. governments and peoples 
of those countr ies for their humane 
t r eatment of their J ewish population 
during and since the days of the 
Nazi terror. 

Rabbi Morris R. Werb was elected 
president of the Board of Rabbis of 
Essex County, N. J. 

In addition to those mentioned in 
ttte September Bulletin, the foiJowing 
!iYBR members visited Israel this 
~ummer :. Rabbi Saul Teplitz. Rabbi 
~eymour Wadler arid Rabbi Felix 

"!'IAber. 
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MR. & MRS. CLUB 

The Mr. & Mrs. Club invites all husbands and wives of our 
congregation to join. Its first function will be a Simbal Torah 
reception Cor members and prospective members 00 Sunday. 
October 25, with cocktails from 6 to 8 p.m. and a program 
of entertainment. 

LIBRARY 

The Cohen Library of the Park Avenue Synagogue is well 
equipped with many basic volumes as well as new books, 
fiction and non.fiction, of interest to both children and 
adult readers. It bas many enrolled borrowers and an ex.cel­
lent librarian in cbarge. The hours when you may visit tbe 
library. browse and read or borrow books are Tuesday aod 
Sunday from 10:00 a.m. 10 1 :00 p.m. and Monday, Wed­
nesday and Thursday afternoons from 2:45 to 5:45 p.m. 

SCHEDULE OF SUKKOT SERVICES 

Evening services on Friday, October 16. Saturday, October 
17 at 5:45 p.m. Kiddush in Sukkah after services. 

Morning services on Saturday, October 17, Sunday, Octoher 
18 at 9:30 a.m. Kiddush in Sukkah after services. 

Shemini Atzeret evening service Friday, October 23 at 5:45 
p.m. Morning servi~ Saturday, October 24 at 9:30 a.m. 
including the Yizkor memorial service. 

Siinbat Torah evening service Saturday, October 24 at 
5:45 p.m. Morning service Sunday, October 25 at 9:30 a.m. 

I 
:\ 
!I 
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PARK AVENUE SYNAGOGUE 

SCHEDULE OF COMING EVENTS 

Yom Kippur-5720 • 19S9 

SYNAGOGUE FUNCTIONS 

1) On Sunday, October 25, when the Simbat Torah'services 
bring to' an end tbe cycle of the fall holidays, the coo· 
gregalion wiU honor three of our congregants for out· 
standing service: Mrs. Seymour Wimpfbeimer, Mr. 
George L. Armour and Dr. Harry F. Wechsler. Services 
at 9:30 a.m. 

2) Friday evening, November 13, will mark tbe opening 
of our late Friday evening services. Plan to attend each 
Friday evening with your family. Until November 13 a 
brief prayer service is held each Frid~y at 5:45 p.m. 

3) The daily chapel service, inauguratcd last October and 
successfully carried through the leason, will be resumed 
on Monday, November 16. Services will take place daUy 
in tbe Appleman Chapel at 5:45 p.m. for ooe·half hour. 
All men and women are invited, and particularly those 
who wish to recite tbe Kaddish. The ¥en's Club is again 
ac«pting the responsibility for .this service. ,. 

SISTERHOOD 
1) The December 9 annual brunch at the Sheraton-Astor 

Hotel and matinee is tbe··niajor Sisterhood event of the 
year when Sisterbood raiscs funds for continuing its 
tradition of generosity to the Synago:gue. This year the 
play to be seen is the new 'musical, "Take MC;.Along", 
starring Walter Pidgeon and Jackie Gleason. 

2) The next open meeting will take place on Tuesday. 
October 20, with Mr. Nirmal Cbaudburi, United Nations 
correspondent for Asian papera, as guest speaker. I 



ADULT EDUCATION 

The Adult Education program has revised its formal for this 
coming year. Special seminars are planned for surgeons and 
doctors, for businessmen and for parents of school children. 
Monthly lectures, with discussion periods. wiU be offered 
by speakers of renown. A more detailed brochure will reach 
you shortly describing the interesting subjects given. 

MEN'S CLUB 

The next meeting of the Men's Club will be an Israeli nigbl. 
with a group of extraordinary Israeli entertainers. bailed by 
the critics, and a splendid new film 00 the Dead Sea scrolls. 
The Hon. Simha Prall, Consul General of Israel in New 
York, will be at this meeting, to take place 00 Tuesday, 
October 27. at 8:30 p.m. Ladies are also invited to this 
special meeting. 

NEW MEMBERS 

This year the congregation is pleased to welcome into its 
ranks a large number of families who have oewly joined us. 
We are happy to have them as part of Park Avenue Syna­
gogue. A special reception is being tendered by tbe Board 
of Trustees for these new members 00 Sunday afternoon, 
November 22, in tbe Lemberg Aud.itorium of our Syna­
gogue, at 4 p,m. New members are requested to Dote this 
date on their calendars. Formal invitations will be in the 
mail within the next few weeks. 

MAARIV SERVICE FOLLOWING NE'ILAH 

Immediately following the Ne'i1ah service at the end of Yom 
.Kippur, all interested in joining in the brief Maariv evening 
service are asked to proceed directly to the Appleman 
Chapel on the main floor of the Milton Steinberg House. 

.::;., .. 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

The Religious School is in session, but enrollment in the 
Primary Department of the school will be accepted through 
the month of October. New students may register in the 
school office on weekdays after 3:00 p.m, 

The Primary Department for ages 5 to 8 meets on Sunday 
mornings. The Hebrew Department for students 8 years 
and over meets two afternoons a week and on Sunday 
mornings. 

The High School Department for students on the secondary 
seboollevel offers courses on Sunday mornings in Hebrew 
language and other Jewish studies. 

PARENTS ASSOCIATION 

There will be a luncheoll meetillg for mothers of new chil­
dren ill our Religious School on Tuesday, October 27, at 
12:30 p.m. It is hoped that every mother wbo has a child 
enrolled in our Religious School for the Ilrst time will attend. 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

Our Teen Age club program for boys aod girls 13 to 17 
years will get under way with a Simbat Torah party on 
Sunday afternoon. Oclober 25, al 3 p.m. The Sunday clubs 
and study group will continue the high standards of past 
years. 

The art classes will have their Ilrst sessioos Wednesday, 
October 14, with the 6 to 9·year-olds meeting at 3:30 p.m. 
and the 9-13 group at 4:30. 

The Boy Scouts have been meeting Monday evenings at 
7:30, but enrollment may stiU be open. We anticipate a 
sllccessful Girl Scoul program this year as well. Any boy or 
girl who is interested should see Irving Goldberg in the 
Youth Activities office in the synagogue on Tuesday, Thu!'S­
day or Friday afternoon after 3:30 p.m. 



"l"AN A:-ID SCIEJICE" 

. A Radio-Sermon by Rabbi Josiah DerbY 
Spiri.tual Leader of Rego Park Jemsh Center, RegO" park, ~ •.. "f., 

Over ''Sunday Rad~o Chapel,1I WCR-}HITUAL February is, i9S9 
Sponsored by The Synagogue Council of America 

110 West 42 St., ~JeH York 36, N. Y. 

The recent pUblication of Admiral Hync.n G. Rickover's book, ''Education and Freedom" 
has brought the simmering debate on the inbrlequacy of our educational system to II brisk 
boU. "Whether one accepts his thesis and his program or not, it cannot be denied that 
Admiral Rickover has rendered another major service to his country by taking n forth­
right, outspoken stand on one of the most vital issues co.nfronting us, and virtually 
compelling us to accept it, reject it or offer a counterproposaL This is n debc..te 
·"Which should not be limited to the scientists, the professional educators and the Boards 
of Education. It should be aired in every home, in every PS.A., and civic group,.a.!l9 
in every church and snyagogue. It is a probleM for every segment and section of the 
country, for upon its resolution \-rill depend the very. future and security of the nation. 

Indeed, only the most myopic r,?fuSe, in the words of Admiral Rickover, "to roalize 
that America's predominant educational philosophy is os hopelessly out-dated today as 
the horse and buggy." Our schools 1 our textbooks, our methods have not kept pace with 
the ; a.~celer&.ted expansio!'l of our horizons of kno\rlledge, ,~ith the social and scientific 
revolutions that have taken ";Ilace 1n our ·\-forld. The shadm·, of the technolo~ical 
colossus rising in the e<;lst has shaken our complacency and our self-ossurl>nce. In this 
orea, too, -we are confronted ,dth the need for an "agonizing re-appraisal ll of our 
position. Are "18 falling behind? Can \.Je maintain the balance of scientific advance­
ment, vhich, today is equivalent to the bc.lance of pOl-ler, and hence, possibly, to 
survival? Is the coming generation being prepared to rr.oet this challenge? 

"Se gaze in aHe at the sputniks as they streak across our skies, Hhile \.Je hold our 
breath .. dth nervous . anxiety each· time .ll§; endeavor to send a rocket into space. The 
mere thought of loSing the rece to launch a manned sotelite causes us to tremble. Do 
"We dare admit .to ~urselves that this ~ight actually h.:.ppen? 

In an effort to prevent this from huppening, Admiral Rickover suggests, in effect, 
that we adopt un educational II cTush-prograrn l1 , to i:ive our students concentrated doses 
of inforrr.o.tion, or, ns he puts it lito store the mind with knoHledge." We cannot 
ufford to \-Taste time on non-esscntinls. If \-Ie hope to match the .:.tomic energy of our' 
·opponents, we must expend the _so.rr.e aT'lount of mentd energy. To this end, the Admiral 
would have the ne"" educatbnal system "develop 1n all children the highest level of 
intellectual competence of \~hich they are ca.pable .• 11 

Those ",ho do not accept Admiral Rickover's proposals do not ~eny the need for 
revising and strengthentng ~ur educational philosophy and program. But they fear the 
consequences inherent in his approc.ch. They see it [<.s t09 much of an imitc.tion of the 
Russian ·system, "'hich T'lust lead to a lessening of our freedom snd to a. decaying of our 
deT!locracy. To be sure, our educ ... tionol 'system Tl'.ust be rebuilt, hut only upon its 
present founde.tbns. 

It is not my purpose · this morhing to enter the lists of th is great deb~\te as a 
~isan of one point of view or another. I feel rc.ther like the rabbi before whom 
\ t1JO disputo.nts presented their c.rgurnents. The rab~ listen.ed attentively to the first 
·p.nd nodded in approval. He· then 11stened ,·,1th equat-:- core to the seco!'ld, and nodded 
approval to him, too. Hhereupon, the rabbi's .... Iife gaid to him, "Ho ..... r can you agree 
,hth two oppos ite points of vie\/? That's impossible!1I To "'hlch the rabbi smilingly 
r~plied, rlf'.-;y dear, you are also right." 

There are, undoubtedly, reasonGble and attractive proposals on both sides of this 
. ~; .. debate. And yet all of the suggest inns commit the same error. The error that their 

~hief c~ncern is hOH to produce better scientists, better technico.ns, better cOr!!pet~tors 
in the feverish race for survival in an atomic aGe, and beyond. But none of theM P-1VCS 
any consideration to the problem of how to produce better hUT'lon ~~ \-Shere does 
the tcachi!lg of IT'oral, ethical and religious v G.lues e!1ter into these revaluations and 
reorganizutions of ~ur educati~nol system? ~hen are our y~ung people expected to 

.; . 

leEll'n the difference betHeen right and \JI'ong, ~ood and evil; o.bout the dienity and 
equality of ~an, and the sanctity of human life? 

The Je\oJish sages explain why God prevented the bu·~lders of the To,,!Cr of. Babel 
from completing their tasks. After all, he could ~ave confused t~eir tongues e~en 
before they ·had begun to build. The Almighty, in fact, had no obJection to the1r 
plans . But they became so obsessed with the building it.self, so the Je\-Jish sages 
tells us, toot .,!hen a workman fell fran: the dizzy heights to his death belo,", no one 
paid any .:.ttention to him, but ~·)hen a brick cr<lshed to the ground, they all stopped 
to mourn. It '-IllS then that God put 'c.. halt to their · a.I!Ibitio:'1S. 
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Has the human race agnin sunk as low as those ancient builders? Does our salvation 
depend upon our being able to maintain a precarl~us equilibrium 1n the etockpiling of 
iltomic loIeopons, in the magnitude of their destructive powr, Clnd 1n the rcngc of the 
missiles that can deliver them? 

The President is currently studying u proposal. to build a.n utorn.-emasher consisting 
r-f a tube t,.,o miles long that "'ill acceler£:.te an electron to n spaed close to that of 
:.ight. It ",111,. be the 1'!':ost pOlr1E!rful Machine of its kind in the ,,'arld, and it ,,1111 cost 
.'1 rere t"10 hundred million dollars. To the scientist, this is a. most excit~_ng project 
:o!'hlch rr;oy revenl untold secrets hidden in the hecrt of the :ltom. But one cannot repress 
'"he question: he", much pain and suffering night be ullev1P.ted, hOloJ ma.ny lives oight be 
:::aved, if not today then tomorrow, if II portion of those vest funds were invested 1n 
broader medical research? 

Man may suooeed in conquering the atorr., but ~·'hat about the oonquest of himself? 
Are lie to aoeept the notion, ",hieh both s 10CS in the edueationcl controversy seGm to 
~.mply, thc.t to attain happiness man need only mnster the complex I'!llchines upon "'hich his 
existence incrc:lS ingly depends? 

Scientists had held forth the promise to the world that science would bring frcedor.l 
~o MO.n, freedom fron drudgery, poverty, "lOnt, suffcrine, ignora.nce. This progiise has 
ileen purtin1ly fulfilled, but \<lith it has CCMe 0. grouter bondage than man has ever 

,_.-,_. : The servant hns nOH-become the r.last:-.r. I ::.steud of science serving man, men is 
,~erving science. Scientific research is no longer the pre-ocoupr::.tion of a. select fe"r; 
::.t now cornrnnnds mUlions of sluves. It orders us to ",ark c.t n frenzied pitch c.nd at 
·jla.tever cost, to send il Tl\lln to the moon. To be sure, the eur~h~s problems will look 
'3!!)uller ~ seem from the moon, but ~.Jill that make then c.rry cosier to solve? 
'J:'he uses and control o~ outer-space are already on the diplorn .... l.tic agen~a·~ <l1lY this 
::2ek an expert on international lay recieved Q grant from the Rockefeller Foundc.tion 
t.o study the problems of outer-space la .... ! Don't ve hc.ve en!"}ugh unsolved and seemingly 
:'_!lSoluble problema ritiht here on earth. 

As He pon~er ovar our world and our age, the ,",ords of Jeremiah echo across the 
':;nt1,l,ries with telling force cnd relevance: "Thus snith the Lord: Let not the ,.dse 
~n glory in his wisdom; neither let the Mighty man glory in his might; let not the 

~ich mnn glory in his riches; but let him that glorieth glory in thiS, thct he under_ 
s -;:'andeth and knoweth He, thot I an the Lord \lho e)C:'cises Mercy, justice and 
righteousness, in the earth; for in these things I delight, snith the Lord." (9:22,2)) 

Jeremi~ we.s addressi~g himself to a generution that wos hardly more fortunate 
than ours. It, too, '''us teetering on the brink of disester. ~buchc.dnezznr's Baby­
loninn juggernaut caused the earth to tremb:o beneath it. The once reighty Assyria had 
already been crushed; other pOYers had quickly capitulated. Only Egypt in the south 
dared oppose the lUMbering g1l:..nt. And in b~tlleen these tllO contestants there ley tiny, 
vulneruble Judea. Frcntica.l~, Judea struggled to sc.ve herself by seeking despercte 
alliances ,.Ilth Egypt and with her other neighbors.. JereI!'l.io.h. understood the futility 
of these efforts. He knel-1 that Jerusalem \.las doo~.ed, thD.t even the Holy Temple would 
soon be re~uced to rubble. 

"WOS this to be the ignOMinious end of ",he nohle experil!le-nt, that hod beeun ut 
Sinai e. thousc.nd years eurlier? Has this t~'e fi!l:U chapt (-~r in the his tory of a people 
that hed linked its destiny \·1ith the Eternnl One? Judged by the 'World1s accepted 
standards, by the laws tha.t decided the f~te of other nations, the Msuer must be in 
the affirBo.-:.tive. Superiority in technical skill, in po~r, in resources - were these 
:-.ot the det~rmining factors of survivcl? Isrc.el did nat possess thorn. 

But the prophet could a.ccept neither the premises nor tht3 conclusions. 5urvivcl 
~,:as thZl cO!1Sequence of ather forces: "Let him -that glorieth glory in this, that he 
:ndersto.ndeth and knoweth He." Po this besis 1sr-ael could-and "lould-survive. 

THenty-f1.ve hundred ye.:lJ's have elapSed since Jeremiah thought these thoughts and 
.:tc::-:::.1 these ""ords. Time has not shOlm him to hove been Q false prophet. Ago.1n c.nd 

ugain his thesis ",ns put to the test: Antiochus, Vespasioo, Torquer.l090" Hitler. 
T.src.el is still here becc.use it hcs staked its exIstence upon the truth of his vision. 

The 1.rnplicc.tions of Jeremiah's doctrine for our time ore obvious. Science narches 
inexorably for'·lard. t·fan's thirst for knowledge cannot be quenched. The s\.J6et teste 
of the apple ,,!bich Adon. ate \~lll linger forever 1:1 the mouths of h.is children. But to 
enthrone it as 0l,1I' only sul.vo.tion is to undcr\olrite our destruction. 

To be sure, anyone muking such n stctement today 1.9 courting ridicule. IJ:1deed, 
this is eXllctly hov JereMiah's words vere received. The diploncts, the educators, the 
~ea11sts of his ticc me"" the \.Jorld better. They brushed him uslde as a. blundering 
ideclist. They even jailed hire on 0. charge of trec.son. But.!J:!gI \>Jere -wrong; Jererr.iah 
,~as right. As it turned out, he ",as the true realist. He did not deprocute the 
value of "dsdom; his purpose -wus ruther to combat 0. fatnl iilus ion and to rovec.l the 
truth. 
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This must also be our understanding, the understanding of those 1.mO are planning 
our tomorrow. By cJ.l rr.eans, let us modernize our educational. systeM. Let us r.:lise the 
econ~mic standcrds of our teachers, and their intellectual level as well. Let us 
develop the mu.xirnw. cap.:!cities of our children. But let us nlso nllow time in their 
lives nnd space in their thoughts for the study and absorption of th~se values which are 
the true sources of their- security !l1ld happiness. Our children uill undoubtedly have 
to be better ~~the~nticinns, better physicists, better che~lsts, better engineers; but, 
above all, they ~ust also be better ~en. 

Can the free "World Hithstond the threat of a tyranny that has T'"IObilized q..ll of 
its resources and potentinl in ono, unrelenting effort to r:.ttain scientific supreTl'G.Cy? 
Dere it do othervtise? Can it survive unless it follows suit? 

It ccn; it I'!ust; nnd it will -if it ndheres to the D1 vine ndnonit inn: n Not by 
power nor by night, but by t-1y Spirit, sn1th the Lord." 

,.1 
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The Jewish Theological Seminary of ~erica 
High Holiday Seminar 
September 5, 1963 

Rosh Hashanah 

• 

LIFE'S GREAT PURPOSES 
/l\E:j)ITflT'. rI, ety\.(-<T,./U, 

I. The High Holy Days induces a mood of prayer. We gather in our Synagogues 
primarH] to eug- e in prayer. For many, the ra ers cent Qund mate­
rial bl':!;., sj.ngs--:lealth, rosperit ion life and ha iness for o~elves 
and dear.....9nes. The central liturg cal theme of these days indeed deals Hith 
the erayer for life, but directs us to be concerned with the meaning and 
purpose of our lives rather than with material blessings. The recurrent 
cry of the liturgist turns our thou bts inward to the most baffling problem 
of human existence: 'I]" n 'i11.) ,1] K i1Zl tolhat is the 
meaning, Hhat is the purpose of our ves. 

II. None of us, not even the least speculative and reflective can esca e the 
(9 O,ll"~{,," challenge of finding meaninp. in e. L1fe becomes an intolerable burden 
If:', (",GtE-,,",""I'"I"..,· when it is not redeemed by some purpose which gives content and direction 
L/ to one's life. 

I'ftrS1 '3 e CI'C'i2-

~ fef')~ of" "I. 

p(iFl1'<- f~' 
"-- " w.o. 
.f' ""f'~ ,.><e 
SI ~ ""~<d' 

..,-(l,P- r.>S c C:' .,>1::> 

~IhE~ ~~rlyle: The man without a purpose is like a ship without a L rudder--a Haif, a nothing, a nO-fDS,n. 

All religions 
in the 'i'crah: 
bread alcne!l. 

and all philosriphtes proceed from the assumption stated 
a'N;"I i1'n' ,,::1'7 an?i1 '71 K'7 I1Man does not live by 

~) '1 B'I M'~ . . 
No 0 uI f"il- " It is not enoug~ for us to satisfy our need for food. Man must have some-

" S(....-f'I"ll ~1'''rthing beyond his physical needs. 1C ~~ " "o:~ly _~e gives hjmse1 £.......to_ purposes 
l}1'~o!\. f;::~ "' beyond material concerns that he can find meaning in "his life. 
'n"'f'~ 

, 

3)~ III. 
v~\(.'" "C1r""'f7 

f' 1#'""'" 
The tragedy of our times, not that we have no ~r ose in lif 
given ourselves to s:.,(1. an pe y purposes trivial, too readil 
Purpose im,lles somethin reater t an t e individual, more enduring 

ve C\o-\d'P 
able. 6VL';' 

o .... " t"'P-. 
. G(t." "" 0'1 • 

# f'ltlt"" 
- 1'''' .,60 IV .s " .... ,. • 

"v e<J'" 

than 
one s _e--a link to eternity. \"'''-&/1.,..,... .... 1"1 

Relate this truth to the arena of daily experience: 

.) Familiar story of the mother ,,'ho centered her life upon the care 
and t-1elfare of her children. No other purpose. VThen younges't 
chUd married, instead of joy, emptiness. Her life's Hork done". 
IIRabbi ~ uhat shall I do?" Soundest advice. I1find a purpose in 
life to ,.ffiich you can devote yourself. II Not easy to change 
pattern of a lifetime. But this woman tried--volunteered to help 
in a home for handicapped cbildren. Some time later, reported to 
me, radiant smUe, "Rabbi, I am alive again." Of course, had 
found a purpose, an outlet for her mother love, her el[perience 
''11th children, her understanding of their needs. Nou linked to an 
eternal purpose--would always be children in "arId needing a 
mother's love. an ongoing task more enduring than life itself. 



-2-

b) Business man whcss "· life dey consumin ur ose~-enou h 
Health for inane a independence. Having achieved it, instead 
of happiness, he is depressed. Still working hard. for no reason, 
finds 1..real th a grave concern and burden, instead of a joy. Some 
men of l"1ealth have 1 arned that to enjoy ~"ealth must lin it to 

' so!l!e great purpose. One eH P 1 anthropist, Huntington 
Hartford. in an iote vieH. said: "As a young man I inherited a 

f\..\,I\$ rA.('5U...., vast fortune . In time, this ,,,ealth became a great burden. I 
6f ~,"4- f- 'Ot'S7~ .'1'''CQuld not see spending the rest of my life protecting my invest-

Df6t4 1 ments . Then I read about the project of the Lincoln Center for 
J"OSt1"H G~ performing arts. Suddenly, it occured to me. I could make creative 
~~:::~:--~;;--- use of my Health by helping develop the cultural and aesthetic 
\ """ :rC:ul \slt life of this great city. II Linked to an ongoing purpose, ~vealth 

(S.{)VcAf'DY can become a blessing instead of a dead weight. (Story of Louis 
~\S~ e-'f\{"1Cf S. Brush and gift to Seminary) .. 

0) 

pO"< Sc-l\(UO'· 
Think of our young people~ sons and daughters in colleges. setting 
out to fashion a meaningful life. Many floundering. College 
~aduate: IICollege gave us spokes but no hub; came 8'ivay Hith 
knowledge but no purpose." One or our students: I don It know· why 
I am going; everything is all set u2 for me . I feel lid like to 
do something· Horth ybile but what?" Nothing more tragic than 

Fo n "(1lu flL .. "ct ~ ~ G<> ,,"'" 

v .. A.tp ~~~6· C-S 
-<"\1(1' f ) 

,",eoM'''''\''o("~~,.J 
(" ,,-rt'I- f- ~...." 

youth out oals~ flaming vision, lofty purposes. But whence 
shall they come? Have organized our lives aroun tr vial purposes; 
can hardly expect that in this soil " shall flourish trail-blazers 
and idealists. 4~ ,(. r 

e-fylftfL1'> '10 " (L-
_ S~IS.,", 

:f V. In truth, this dilemma of our young people. expresses the fearful human 
predicament in ,,,hleh modern man finds himself.. What aUs us in our private 
lives is a ~eflection of the great malaise that afflicts our American 
society--lack of a worthy national purpose. He once had It. There was a 
time Hhen America thrilled the entire world t.,.ith its great formulations of 
national purpose--an open society where all could find IIlife liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness." America the hope and dream of free men ever}"'1here . 
But somelmere along the road we became diverted from these transcendent goals 
and bec~ devoted to pursuit of material abundance, nigh standard of Iiv1ng 
and national security. Ift the process have projected a different image--the 
Ugly -Ariierican. The contest for ("orid sU'Qremacy is " a contest to wifi::":':men IS 

minds and hearts. Will not be won by economic productivity. by military 
might or by being first in the race to the mOon Need formulation of 
purposes that will meet the challenge of the nuclear and space age--how to 
take a Horld th"at has shrunk into a neighborhood and make it the scene of 
justice and brotherbood for all peoples. · 

On Rosh Hashanah, as we reflect on theme, "What are uei wbat is our life?", 
we are reminded that as Jews we have been commil:tted 'fr.,om birth to·· a· Y~Bt. 4U"Id 
sacred purpose. 

Abraham set out to win manls minds l"lth great idea. Jewish people 
wedded to !his eternal purpose. _survived creatively. 
This purpose became incorporated into fabric of civilization. 
Prophets spoke of it · to Israel, and through Israel to the Horld. 

?/}3 (C, 7V' 7'~ r;;> 



c) This is still our mission. Are "1e worthy of it? Can ~le still 
be the bearers of great purposes to ,.,orld? So much of Jewish 
life bereft of vision and purpose. Tra ed in institutionalism, 
in u ngs and budgets; motivated by convenience rather than 
conviction. tJill become irrelevant and inconsequential in a 
Horld that expects from the Jew great moral and spiritual leader­
ship, that needs from his great insights, moral passion, religious 
piety, spiritual sensitivity. l..fuat is the Jevn.sh vision and 
Jelvish purpose of this new age He are entering? 

VI. In some measure, we see it in the ne,,, State of Israel. l-/by does every 
visitor return with wrapt admiration, sense of miracle? 

VIII. 

a) Thrill of seeing a people laboring with zeal, enduring hardship 
because lives are committed to great national purpose. 

b) Seeing the great classic ideal of Judaism, :1'i!ln tnl'c:nl:l 1"1 
come alive in the developing social, economic pattern of life. 
Where the injunction",o:l ,,, n);'1tCl ... "l ,nN: "11');" ':1, 
is the foundation stone of governmental policy. 

c) Hitnessing the unifying power of a national purpose as it spurs 
people on to great achievements in every area of life. 

Perhaps what Israel is enacting on its little stage '·lill serve as "a light 
unto the nations." Perhaps lie Jews, here in America, inspired by our 
heritage, can yet serve as the model of a prophetic people etching out .. 
jU8~ice, ·~brotberhood and freedom on the canvas of Amerfcan life. Perhaps 
the prayer we recite on these Holy Days will yet become the reali~y of our 
civilization: 
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entitled to receive his diploma, his certifi~e of menschlich-

keit summa cum laude. 

Quotations from Dr. Herbert Rendin, an article in the New York 

j!imeB, Sept. 1976, "The Ties that Don't Bind":(applicable to the 

last point of the sermon, living ~iih other people) 

"T.L.I.e feminist movement is misused to J. : justify the end of 

protectiveness betweenthe sexes •.. Women are increasingly not aski:ng 

men for protection and not giving it, facts which make .many menj , 
r feel justified in abusing them even more •.. We are forgetting how 

! much mutual protectiveness1s a part of love." 

{ 
\ 
l 

I 

"The family today reflects the cultural trends toward replacing 

commitment, involvement and tenderness with selfishness and ex-

ploltation ••. People today are trained to be consumers, to get 

more and give less,and they apply this to theirfarnilies as well .•• 

A husband or wife is all right as long as he or she gives his all 

and requires little in return. A child is worth having if his or 

her success is great · enough to justify the sacrifices one has to make 
I 
\ . to raiseit." 

I 



TIlE ME.L~ING OF ' IMHIlRTALITY 
Park Ave • . Synagog, Oct .. 2, '59; Kol N1dre 

1'- IT 1IA11 NOT lII'llICUT GOOD REAIDH THAT OUR ANCESTORS 
RE!'IIRREIl TO 'TEN DAYS I!!E'I'IIEEN R.H. AND Y.K. AS 

YOMIM NORA:IM' , DAYS OF JIWE OR ORBAn. ' 
.~- -

;1l~ tv ' 
"'N1l1lfING POETIC OR EUPRI;)IISTIC ABOUT USE OF WORDS: 

~ _T 'llI!II! LITERALLY. 

-FOR 'llIEY BKLIEVED ONE'S CONDUC!.MID WORSHIP' DURING 
mESE 2RUCIIL DAYS MIGlfr-lIELL SP!:¢tL~IFFERiiiCE 
BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH. ~ 'rc 

-TIlEY PICTURED GOD SITT INC, AS IT WERE, OK A GREAT 
'llIRONE OF JUDGMENT,,lIED::!r VIRTUES, AND DEPICIENCIE: 
OF EACH HUMAII BEING IN ' LD YEAR IN ORDER TO 
DETERMIl/E HIS DESTINY DI E IIEI. 

"THOSE FEll lIROSE BEHAVIOR BAD BEEN 
BAD WERE COHDEMNElJ AT OlICE 011 R.H. 

"THOSE NEll lIHOSE OOIlOUCT BAD BEE!I UNEXCEprIONALLY 
WPR WERE INSCRI3ED FOR A SROKO TOve, A YEAR OF 
GOODNESS' & OF LIPE. 

"THE VAST MAJORITY, HOlmER, BEING ORDINARY RUMAN 
BEINGS, HAD ~ NEITHEI~ ALTOGF.1'BER GOOD NOR 
INEXTRICABLY BAD. THEIi~' JQDG!!>I!!l!T. 'llIEREFORE, WAS 
HELD IN ABEYANCE UNTIL SUi!DOWli ON THE DAY OF ATOIfEME .. ' 

'nIEIR REnx:TION OF PAST WIClIEDNESS, 
THEm RESOLUTION TOWAlID FUTURE GOODNESS" & 
THE CALISBR OF THEm WO~IP DURlING THIS PERIDD 
OF PIilIITENCEl CONSTITUTE HE THIN L; OF 
DECISION BEPORE THE BIlOK F JUDGMEN AS SEALED 
FOR ANOTHER YEAR. 

-SMALL WONDER, THEN, THn Jlll/S, UP TO A GENERATION 
OR TWO AGO, LITERALLY TIi:llBLED AS THEY ST09Il , pj THEIE 
sYNAGOGIIES THIS NIGHT TO HEAR KOL Nm8E~)'i'HIs " 
PERIOD OF 24 HOURS WAS I'OR 'llI!II! 10 FILLED WITH 
AWE AND DREAD, THEY WEHI~ ALHlST AFRAID TO BREATHE. 



N\1\"",,\o~ IJ~ S-"l..L f6H 'ol''''/Il''ii'2 
II - FOR US TODAY, OBVIOUSLY, THE SI(lNIFplftCE OF 
YOII KIPPUR BAS CHANGED OOIISIDERABLY. 

-FEV OF US - ESPECIALLY III A 
& SOPHISTICATED AS IIIItlIXI" 
A PHYSICAL GOD WHO AT 
OUR DESTINY FOR THE 

AS LITERA'l')(E 
THINK AllY LONGER OF 
IS PREPANING TO SEAL 

HAS JUST BEGOl!. 
OF ljo'W6V£-,Il., wE «"IE 

HL~l~~~~~~~~! ffiOmD~ 
AS PllEEIIINENTLY A DAY OF 

ctT'l'.P.FJr1/ -EACH OF US SHO , CONS 1m HIMSELF BEING JUDGED AT 
'11115 VERY IIO_T ,C" ~" l':llrn!tt""'ft:MIII!I, o!E!9"'I'l!lH6*19~D-lRUY!li;S;JDIllP;l!.I1'1'T-'RlIII--
H~, BUT BY THE D 0 3mI~ Al!J ETHICAl, 
INTROBBECTION WI'I1I HIMS~. I'I~ Id~,J Ii» 

-IN SHORT, I PROPOSE T!!A T THE MOST APPROPRIATE WAY -
NO, THE om APPROPRIATE IIAY FOR US TO OBSERVE THIS DAY 
OF ATONI>!ENT IS HERE AIID !lOW TO EVALITATE OUR Ololl LI'!ES 
AS PENETRATINGLY as WE POSSIBLY CAN-

TO BRING INTO CLEANER I'DCDS THAir WE EVER HA VB 
BEFORE frHE Q.VERALL GJM!~ OF HUMAN EXISTENCEiAND 
'I1IEN TO MEASURE OUR PR(iGlIESs DUllING THE PASr 12 
MONTHS IN ACHIEVING THOSE GOALS. -

III - TO ACCOMPLISH THIS, I INTEND TOIIIGHT (TODAY) 
/ TO ASK TIIHEE QUESTIONS - PROBABLY _~ mST DISTUHBIl< 

I CER'fAINLY THE MOST IMPUDElIT QUESTIOll'o/ ANY ONE HAS ' 
&SKED YOU IN A LONG TIME 
-MY EXCUSE FOR OOING SO, IISIDE FROM THE ESSENTIAL H1Tm 
OF '11115 NIGBT:~ JElIiSH LIPE, IS 'I1IAT, IN THE 
FIRST PLACE, I DONT EXPEC~r A PUBLIC ANBWER FROll ANY 
OF AllY OF YOU, AND SECONOI~Y, I PROPOSE TO ASK MYSELF 
EXACTLY THE SAME QUESTIONS OF E'I1IICAL INVENTORY 

-MOREOVER, I SHALL IlRClBABLY BE JUST l00UT AS lJ!ICOMFOHT­
ABLE» YOU IF I FACE 'I1IESE QUESTIONS HONESTLY, 

BUT IT HAS NEVER BEEN TIlE PUILPOSE OF KOL !l IDRE 
NIGHT TO MAKE JEWB COMFORTABLE. 

SO WITH IU NO FURTHER IN:TRODUCTION OR EXPLANATION, 
WAT ARE MY 1'I!REE IMPUDENT QUESTIONS FOR THE YOMIM 
NORAIMl 



13 
n!!§!, IF YOU DIED TOMORROW. WIIO WOULD REALLY MISS yOUl 

FORGI'II! HE, DE.4R FRIENDS, IF ~IS SOUIIDS A BIT 011 THE 
MORBID SIDE, A REASONABLI! ME!J1RE OF MORBIDITY IS ' + - .. 
SOMETIMI!S BOOD FOR THE SOliJL. -

"FORG~ ALSO II! EVEN S:EFORE YOU COMMENCE yOUR 
ANSWER, ~ 8ISQUALIFY FRO:M CO'ISIDERATIONYOUR ' 
IMMEDIATE, CLOSEST FAMILY. OF COURSE TREY WOULD MISS _ .­
YOU. BUT THAT CAli BE MORE A MATTER OF BIOLOGY THAll ' 
OF CHARACTER OR ACHIEVEME~T. ANY MAN WHO IS!! 'r A 
SADISTIC SCOUNDREL WILLSE MISSED BY Hms OWN WIFE 
& CHIDDRDI. ! 

!'"-THE REAL TEST IS. BY \IRON ELSE WILL EACH OF US 
BE MISSED? 

DR. LOUIS GINIBERG, MY mOJPESSOR OF , TALMUD, AT 
THE SEMINARY, DIED MORE TRAN SIX YEARS AGO. NOT LESS 
THlJI A DOZEII TIMI!S IN THE LAST YEAR, HOWEVER, SOME 
PERSON OR OTREH HAS TOLD 'lIE WITH DEEP FEELING HOW 
GREATLY HIS LIFE IS INFLUENCED TO THIS lIXI VERY DAY 
BY RABBI UIII aINZBERG. 

Sb Lb .40 >J. S C-\\€OH?:it. 
WHg 1HLIOfF!"'JUf,j9!Rtt DIED, THE .".MEASURE OF HIS GREA'mF,.l 
WAS NOT TIIAT HIS CU?SEST :FAMIty ;AtID FRImDS MOURNED, 
BUT THAT~' WROLE C!'ITAliD INDEED -SIGNIFICANT PARTS OF 
TIlE ENT ATION FELT A D:EEP AND DEVASTATING SENSE -
OF PERSON LOSS. PIDPLEIiIIlO NEVEN SAW HD! ••• lI!ID _ 
PROBABLY DID NOT KNOW WHAT HE LOOKED LIKE •• • FEr.T AS 
IF SOMETHING PRICELESS AND PRECIOUS HAD BEEN TAKEN 
OUi OF THEIR LIVES. JOlDX,ltlUlItXHUXlOtO,unXDllfXX 
IUXILlIXiUHUXDikX:rx 
-WHEN STEPHEN WISE DIED, '!'lIE TEST OF HIS STATURE _ 
WAS NOT THAT HIS OWN SON .AND DAUGRTER WEPT' AT ThIS 
GRAVESIDE, BUT IIlAT THE REDCAPS AT PENN . STATION 
III NEW YORK MISSED HD! ENIDUGR TOSE'lD A TELEGRAM OF 
CONDOLENCE. 

-WHAT I AM ISKING REHEl IS. WHO OUTSIDE YOlJR OWN 
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BIOLOGICAL BEPENDENTS WOULD REALLY KISS YOU?I 
IN HAVE YOU PLAYED 

~~~ AND 
'"",,:O--C- YOU' BROUGHT SO MUCH 

IF YOU DIED TOMORROW 
'ADIFUL VOID FOR TRH!? 

-TRDlE IS ANOTRER WAY OF ASKING PRETTY MUCH TIlE 
SAKE QUESTION' 

EACH OF US HAS I ' CERT AIlI IJIIIlII( NUMBER OF YEARS 
TO SPEND 011 TRIS PLAIIET. FOR S<ME IT'S OlILY A FEW. , FO 
OTF.ERS IT IS A SOHIloIlIATLOlIGER TIME. FOR IINONE OF ' 
US IS IT EVER REALLY mouCH. 

wn>T ARE YOU DOIlIG WITR THE YEARS - FEW OR MANY! ­
THAT ARE BEING GIVEN TO YOU? HOW ARE YOU USING TJm!? 
WILL YOU LEAVE THE WORLD JUST A TINY BIT BETTER _ 
BECAUSE YOU PASSED 'ftIRU IT, OR 00 YOU LIVE SO THAT 
FROM THE DO!IGER, LARGER POINT OF VIEW IT WONT REALLY 
MAKE MUCH DIFFERENCE? 

THAT'S OOM];'I'IIING WORTH 'TSINKIlIG AOOUT ON KOL NIOBE 
NIGHT (YK DAY), 15)11 IT? IF YOU DIED TOMORROW, 
WHO WOULD MISS YOU? 

OR 

DURING 

AT ALL . 
AND 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~NI~TY 
EASTERN 

~~J~;~ WORLD WAR. s: HIMSELF 
WAYS TO MAKE 

AN UNUSUAL STORY 
OO]llW E,!sI:L~~PIlE1¢1T DOllENS OF MEN 
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I HAVE A FRIEND \/110 DESIIIT HAVE TO EAR THAT QUESTION 
A BIT. HE'S A MAN - NOT IN 'llIIS COMMUNITY OR .STATE-
1iIII0 SERVED III WORLD WAR I AND HAD TWO SONS .I11 '!lIE 
A1lMEIl FORCES DURIIIG WORI.D WAR II. REClUSE. BE 
C01JIJJ NOT ENTER '!lIE SERVICE HIMSELF A SECOND TIME, 
HE LOOJED FOR WAYS TO lI]iLP MAKE HIMSELF ·USEFDL. , 
SO FAR, THAT ISNIT AN UNUSUAL STORY AT ALL. IT 
COULD EASn.y REPRESENT tlOZENS OF 1m! AND WOImIIIERE 
8. EVERYWHERE. \/IIAT Gm:s 'llIIS MAN A FLACE III 
TONIGHT'S (TODAY(S) SER!'ION IS THAT FOR HIM THE 
SECOND WORLD WAR HAD N01' ENDED III 1953 AND SO 
FAR AS I KNOW, HASN'T EIl'EII ENDED YET. AT LEAST 
UP TO SEVERAL MJII'llIS ACO, HE WAS STILL VISITING THE 
VETERANS HOSPITIIL III HIS COHMUIIM RELIGIOUSLY EACH 
WEEK. OUTSIDE OFBIS FAMBIE! AND MYSELF I DOIIT 'llIIIIK 
THERE WERE TEll Pl'DPIlE WH:O KNEW WHAT HE WAS DOIIIG. 
HE WAB: NOT INTERESTED INI SELF-ACCRANDIZ)!MEIIT OR 
PUBLICITY. 

,'" !4f1' /+i1l. 
BUT HAIII OR SHIIIE, WHEIiB:ERE HE FELT WELL OR NOT , 
HE SPENT TWO EVEllIIIGS A WEEK AT THE V!.1!ERAIlS"BOSPITAI 
BRIIIGIIIG COMPANIONSHIP' 1<) 1m! WIlO COlJI4l!lo'~ 
THEIR BEDS, HOLDIIIG A DR:I!IKIIIG STRAW A'r · TIII~)'!!Itr~~j 
OF ONE WHO WABNT ABLE EV'EN TO MOVE HIS owN 'LIl>l!,;" 0' ·1 
TALKING TO HALF'BROKER RIUMAN SO~AlN~IM'I!lG 
WARDS, WILLIIIGLY EXPOSIIIIG HIMSEI,Fi'.\V:~ST 

. MlSEHABLlI KINDS OF EXPEIIlmlCE ~s!lis~ PENSO.N . 

AII1> THEN ASKING FOR >«lRE) OOMETIMES 1m. ~ , ,;. ~ f 
RETURNED II\IIIIXXH'XIl1lllX TO HIS ROME AFTER " bi8. 
MIDNIGRT, SICK TO '!lIE PIT 01' HIS STOMA!lli, .. = "' 
BUT HE CONTINUED TO CO. .,'." 
HE COULD HAVE !!ADE A LOT 01' MONEY III THE TIME· HE ", I 
DEVOTED 1'0 THE BOYS AT . THE VETERANS HOSPITAL; OF TBAT 
II AM SURE. HE C01JIJJ HAVE HAD AN !'NORMOUS AMOUIIT OF 
FD1f FOR HIMSELF. HE C01JIJJ HAVE R&STED & RELAXE!J 8. 
!'NJDYED HIS FAMILY . BUT WlImI HE DIES All TIIE!oQOOUS 
NUMBER OF HUMAN BEIIIGS ARE COIIIG TO MISS HIM;. AND 
BELIEVE ME, THIS WORLD IS ALREADY It BETTER & /oKlRE 
DEC!'NT FLACE III \/IIICR TO !LIVE RECAUSE HE HAS· SPEllT 
SOME YEARS HERE~ . 
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!Ii {lIN' T A LOUIS G INZ!IERG OR A ,_N S'l'XDlIlEllll 
OR A STEmEl'l WISE. HIS NAME WILL NEVER APPEAR 
IN ANY HI5(J117RY OF OUR TIME. BUT THERE ISN'T ANY 
BOUBT AOOUT THE ANSWEFt HE COULD GIVE TOTHE~' _, 
QUESTION: WHEl'I YOU on~, WHO WaL MISS YOU? ' , 

WHAT WOULD YOUR ANSWER BE?: !,' ',;>, , 
,-

I!Y SECOND SIMPLE QUES~rION FOR mIS KOL NIDRE NT .: 
(y K DAY) IS ' ' tt:1q , .' , I' • • • .. ,.<,.- .. 

". .I' ,,- 'I 

. W.,"m~,_=_, rj ' 
~ YOU' JUMP '1'0 'll!E CONCLUSION, ~~ mIS 

~.. 5 A RA'llIER OSE!' QUESTIOII TO ASK, I HAS TO , ' 
ASSURE YOU 'll!AT I All " ,OT EVEN RDIDTELY IN'l'Ill!EoS: 
EITHER IN YOUR INCOME OR YOUR BAlIK' OOOK. 

THE TROUBLE WI'll! MOST OF US IS 'll!AT \IE EITHER 
ASK !!HE WBONG QUESTION ALTOGEIIIlER, OR IF PERCHANCE 
\IE HAPPEN TO HIT ON mE RIGH'!' IiUESTION, WE GIV E 
IT THE WRONG EMPHASIS. WE ASK" AM I MAKING A GOOD , 
LIVING? - INSTEAD OF THE INFINITELY MORE DIPORTANT 
QUESTION: AM I MAKINO A GOOD "In? 
WE WANT TO KNOW OF OUR HEIGHOOR, HOW MUCH IS HE 
WOR'll!! NOT OF HOW MUCH WOR'll! IS HE? 

OUR FA'llIERS - RE,l:J},'m IF NOT IMMEDIATE - WERE WISEN. 
TO BE SURE, 1!EY"Jij~ AS MIIGH CONCERNED AS WE ABE 
WITH LEAVING ESTATES I"OR THEIR CHILDREN. 
BUT DO YOU KNOW WHAT KIND OF ESTATE? 
ONE OF TIlE MOST DISll'INCTIVE, TYl'ES OF JEWISH LITER­
ATUNE IS 'll!1I OOCALLID ,ETHICAL WILLS WBITTEN THEU 
THE CENTURIES BY JEWISH FATHERS FOR THEIR roNS & 
DAUGHTERS. IlUNDRIDS OF THESE WILLS ARE PRESERVBB 
TO THIS DAY. , TWO VOLUlIES OF THi)! HAVE BEEN 
PUBLISHED IN ENGLISH TRANSLATION. THE!' SHOW WHAT 
GENERATIONS OF JEWS THOUGHT DIPORTANT EIIUF TO BE 
WRmTTEN DOWN AS A HERITAGE FOR THEIR DESCENDANTS. 
JEWELS? THEY ARE NEVER EVEN MFl'lTIOIIE1I'! 
STOcKs, AND MORTlU:GES ANDOONDS? IF THE!' HAD ANY 



OR TJlEIR MEDlE'lAL EQUIVALEtiT, THEY RECOGNIZED TJmI 
TO BE ONLY .IIEAlIS TO MORE ~PORIANT FlIDS.' o.p LV. . 
IT WAS CHARACTER llIESE tlNCESTORS OF OURS HOPED 
TO LEAVE TIlEIR c~n.DRF2I. 
IT WAS :mmx. ANDJl!!.l2ERSTKNDING AND KIIOWLE!JGE. 
IT WAS J:.THICAL GOALS ANDI mEALS; ~RAL PRINCmLES 
111D PRECEPTS, RELIGIOUS~, AND FAITH. 
AND IT IS PRECISELY 'nIESE '!'lINGS 'mAT I AM TALKING 
ABOUT WHF2I I ASK: WHAT DID YOU EARN THIS PAST YEAR? 

'1!AVE YOU GROWN SINCE LAST YEAR'S HOLY DAYS? 
IrAVE YOD LEARNED ANYTHING OF ASIDING ETHICAL OR 

SPIRITUAL IMPORDNCE? 
-ARE roD EXACTLY mE SAllE PEROOII yOU WERE 12 JEWISH 

MONTHS AGO WHEti . YOD STOOD HERE LISlIINING IIEIli:X 
TO KOL N IDRE? 

~ OR HAVE YOU EARNED SOMET!ING PERMANEtiTLY WORTHWHILE 
THAT NO RECESS* OR BUSINESS FAILURE CAN EVER 
TA:~E BACK FROM YOU A:~ ~OR WBICH YOUR CHILDREti 
& GRANDCHILDREN UNTO THE 'nIIRB & FOUR'nI GmERATION~ 
WILL REVERE & BLESS YOD? 

- OR COULD yOUR CHILD __ :un: SAY ONE DAY OF YOU 
WHAT AN ADOLESCENT BOY aNCE SAID TO ME, · 

"HOW CAN I HAVE ANY REAL RESPECT FOR MY FA'l1lER 
WHEN HE'S JUST A MACHINE roR MAKING MONEY? ILL . 
DAY HE SPENDS AT BUS~~ESS, NOT EVEN TAKING 

FULL TIME FOR LUNCH. THEN HE COMES HOME IN THE 
EVENING TO POUR INTO HIMSELF .I!IIUF FUEL & FOOD 
& REST so THAT EARLY 'l1HE NEXT .MORNING BE CAN 
RUSH TO RESUME mE CllASE •• 

THAT IS 1 PRETTY DA:MAGINI~ APPRAISAL roR A CHILD 
TO MAKE OPHIS OWN PARENT, mN'T IT? 
WILL YOU EVER HAVE TO F!:AN SUCH ~RDS FROM YOU R 

CHILD? 
WHAT DID YOU EARN THIS Y'gAR? 
, 
AND NOW FINALLY, QUESTION NUMBER mREE, 
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-.!OiAT HAVE yalI OONE TRIS JUST x:EAi 'Xl .nISTIFY 
THE mORMOUS IJm!STHERT TIlAT WDlT IllTO 'nIE MAKING 
OF YOU?" , 

YOU WILL WOTICE THAT IS ASKING ' THIS FINAL QUESTION 
I HAVE INlmITIONALLY USED THE LANGUAGE OF THE 
BUSINESS \IDRLD UIII!ER THAN OF TImlLOGY. MANY ° F 
YOU ARE ACCUSTOIIEC TO RECKOWING THE RETURN 011 
INVESTMENTS. WHm YOU pUT A GIvm SUM IllTO A 
BUSINESS, YOU EXPECT A CElI1'1'AIN AlINI/AL PERCENTAGE 
IN STURN. 

WELL. I AM T_ING ABOUT ,l DIFFERE:IT KIND OF 1111 
INVES'l'MENT TONIGHT (TODAY). I A.'1 REl'ERRING TO ALL 
THE LONG cmTRRIES OF 5L01~, ANXIOUS, PLODDING, S 
PAINFUL EVOLUTION THAT HAl) TO HE EXPERIENCED 
BEFORE YOU AND I COULD BE BORN AS HUI!AN B!!INGS. 
I AM THINKING OF THE ~ OR FIVE BILL 10N YEARS 
SINCE THIS PLANET WAS FIRST FORMED . 
I AM THINKING OF EVERYTHII{G THAT RAD TO HAPPiE 
BRFORE LIFE COULD APPEAR' OF THE FIBST PRE"PRIMITIVE 
PROTOZOA~ : OF LIFE'S STRUGGLE ONWARD AND UPWARD, 
DEVELOPING THRU FISH A~ IIlEPTILES & JW411ALS <I< 
APES UNTIL FINALLY MJOUT ,l IIILLIOR YEARS AGO 
THE FIRST MAN WI S BO~ __ "10 tI 
i AI! THINKING OF HOW D:r DIFFER FROM THAT FIRST 
MAN A MILLION YEARS AGO. :[ 
I AM 'mINKING OF SO MANY liESPECTS IN 1IaqH . WE roo 
ARE ANIMALS/AND EVEN MORE SIGNIFICANTLY/OF THE) 
WAYS IN WHICH WE ARE ALTOGETHER DIFFERE:IT FROM 
AND ABOVE 'mE A'mw:.s . - ---I AM THmKIIIG OF THE A!ICI1!NT POET'S QUESTION., f 

WHAT IS MAN, 0 LORO, THAT THOU ARE MINDFUL 0 IM 
AND THE SON OF MAN THA~r THOU THINXEST OF HIM? 
YET THOU HAST HADE HIM BUT LITTLE LOWER 

THAN THE ANGEES, 
AIID THOU HAST CHOWNED IIIM WITH GLORY & HONOR 

IIILLnlIA OF EXPERIMENTATION WENTIINTO 'mE MAKIIING 
OF YOU, DEAR FRlnlD. 
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MILLIONS OF AD.ruS'lmZITS & lLOAPl'ATIONS WERE NFl:ESSARY 
TO PRODUCE YOU. Slll!ETIMES XT SEEMS AS IF EVERYTHING 
THAT HAPPnlD OVER THE LONG COURSE OF FOUR BnLION 
YEARS' WAS SPFl:liLLY DESIGNlm .ruST SO THAT YOU COULD 
DEVElDPl 

THUS FAN, D ANY RATE, YOU ARE 'mE aiD RESULT'?fIL' 
EVOLUTION, THE MOST NEARLY P!llFECT CREATl!I!E 'mAT 
TIME OR LIFE OR COD HAS BEl!!! ABLE TO PRODUCE. 

YOU AlIEn' THE REA~N, THE !'IJRI'OSE, T~ OF 
EVERYTHING THAT HAS HAPPI!IIlm IN FOUR BILLIOII YEARS. 

BUT NOTICE, IF YOU WILL. 01' WHAT YOUR VAUNTED 
SUPERIORITY CONSISTS AMONG THE VARIOUS CREATURES 

OF EARTl!. YO~U~ARE~~~~ 

r.~ 

FROM LIMB WITH OF 
FACT, YOU ARE NOT SUPERIOR IN ANY PHYSICAL SENSE. 

~ ~' --

IF THE FURPOSE OF EVOVJTIOII WERE ONLY PllYSICAL, 
IF THE DIRECTION OF GOD'S PLAII FOR LIFE WERE 

PRIMARny 1ll'RE!lGTH AIID ~LAND SPEED, '1m! 
TIlEII DEVElDFMmT OF NEW- Ll[FE FORMS WOULD HAVE 
REACHED ITS PEAK HUNDRElII'l OF CalTURIES ACO A~D 
COULD HAVE STOPPED 'mEN. 

BUT THE COURSE OF EVOLUTIOII IOOIX" WAS NOT FINIBHED 
CENTURIES ACO. TO THE OONTHARY, ALL THE' PHYSICLL 
BIOLOGICAL CHAIIGES WHICH HlLO OCCURHED UP' TO THAT 
TIME WERE MERELY SO TO TO IIIE 

OF WHAT -THEN DOES YOUR SUPl>RIORITY OVER THE AIIlMALS 

<:..>r-J'wr 7 
~ , ~ 
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WI!ft IIW(ES YOU "LI'l'TLE LOWER THAN mE ANGELS?" 

WELL. FOR ONE lin THING 
OF LIFE THAT HAS A 
DlFFERWCE BETWEJ;2I 

WHAT ARE YOU DOING lII'nI THAT Dm:rrnCTION? 

YOU ARE THE ONLY KIND OF CREATURE ON THIS EARTH" 
OR FOR THAT MATTER. AS FAR AS \IE KNOll. IN THE 
ENTIRE UNIVERSE' THAT CREATE 
AND APPRECIATE BEAUTY. 

WHAT USE ARE YOU MAKING OF THAT ABILITY? 

YOU ARE THE ONLY PRODUCT OF ITOLUTION THAT CAN 
LIVE NOT JUST ON mE PuRELy PHYSICAL LEVEL OF 
MATERIAL COMFORTS AND SATISFACTIONS BUT CAN 
LIFT ITSELF UP' TO SPIRIT 
AND JONSECRATED -

HOW FARj HAUl! YOU LIfTED yOURSELF? HAVE YOU 
JUSTIFIED YOUR DISlrINCTION AS A RUMAN HEING? 
OR DO YOU LIVE ONLY AS A MORE COMPLICATED. fIlRE 
INTRICATE. MORE INGENIOUS KIND OF AN!HALBUT AN 
ANIMAL NONErnELESS: EATING. SLEEPING, P!lQGR1l1<'I'1!I6 

O~\,I\"~ISATISFYING ONLY yOUR INSTINCTIVE NEEDS. PERIOD • . 

ARE YOU WORTH WHAT IT TOOK TO PRODUCE YOU? WHAT 
HAVE YOU DONE THIS YEAR TO JUSTIFY THE INVEST' 
MENT THAT HISTORY AND EVOLUTION A1'ID GOD HAVE 
MADE IN YOU? -

WELL, THERE YOU ARE. THREE SDIPLE QUESTIONS FOR 
YOUR INTROSPECTION THIS SACRED NIGHT (DAY), 

IF YOU DIED TOMORRJW. l1li0 WOULD MISS. YOU? 
Wl'U\T DID YOU EARN IN mE LAST YEAR? 
WHAT HAVE YOU DONE TO JUSTIFY mE INVESTllENT 
THAT WDlT INTO THE MAKING Of yOU? 
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1I6 filESE QUESTIONS MAKE YOU FEEL AIJl)ST UlIlIEARAllLY 
DISTRESSED? IF ~, I HAVE TWO BRIEF WORDS,OF 
REASSURANCE FOR YOU. 

ONE" THE VERY I'ACT nIAT I HAVE HADE YOU FEEL 
UllCOMFORTAllLE THIS HALF IIOUII IS EVIDENCE THAT 
YOU HAVE HERE AND NOW AGTUALLY BEGUN TIlE PROCESS 
OF SELF"EV';'UATION XI[ I HAVE 9Enl URGING UPON YOU 

AND TWO: YOU HAVE IT WI1rRIN YOUR POWER SO' TO LiVE 
IN THE DOMING YEAR nIAT IF I WERE TO ASK THE lit 
SANE QUESTIONS A YEAR F1IOM TONIGHT, YOU WOULD 
NOT HAVE TO FEEL QUITE :t> DISTURBED AS I&SAM StJRE 
SOME OF YOU DO NOW. 

THE IMPERFECT PAST NEED PAIN US ONLY IF WE FAIL 
TO HUILD ON IT TOWARD All IMPROVED FUTURE. WE HlIVE 
IT WITHIN OUR POllER SO 1'0 LIVE THAT NEXT YEAR 
WE CAN FACE WITH OllFIDElIT ASSURANCES THIS 
SERIES OF CHALLENGES PROPOUNDED BY ONE OF OUR 
OWN CONTEMPORARIES: 

-
"BEYOND THE 03VIOUS QUESTIONS WHICH CIN BE AS'IED 

OF YOU AN~ UIIEl[ THERE ARE fIlRE SEARC!!!IIG , 1 
QUESTIONS" ' .." ' " " 

NOT "BOW MUCH DO YOU KII(Jl!'1" 
BUT "WHAT AREi YOU IIIlIIIX' DOING WITH _T 

NOT "HOW STRONG AREI YOU?" 
HUT 'HOII ARE YOU USING YOUR STRENGTH?" 

NOT HOII MUCH DO YOU OlIN? 
IiiiT 'IIilAT ARE YOU OOIlIG WITH WHAT YOU OlIN?" 

NOT "HOW FREE ARE YOU?" 
HUf'iIIOW ARE YOU USING YOUR FRllEIlQK?" 

NOT "HOII MUCH CAN YOU MAU OTHER PEOPLE DO FOR YOU?" 
BUT "BOil MUCH ARE YOU ,AllLE TO DO FOR OTHERS" 
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DEAR FRIFlIDS, 

IF EACH OF US • IN TIIl$ SECRET, SACRED RECESSES 

OF HIS OWN OOUL • 1IIL1~ EARNESTLY, HONESTLY 

ASK HIMSELF THESE QUESTIONS; THIS CAll BE THE· MOST ~ 
I 

IMl'ORTANT, KlST DECISIVE KlMmT OF OUR LIVES. 

MY DEEPEST PRAYER FOR EVERY PERSON HERE IS THAT· HE 

MAY ASK, AND THAT IN THm YEiJ! NOli JUST BECOR, 

HIS OWN CHARACTER AND CONDUCT MAY PROVIDE 

THE INSWlIR • . 

" 





I I 
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~abbat4 ~rruirr1l 
FRIDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 22, AT 8 O'CLOCK 

RABBI DUDLEY WEINBERG 
will preach on: 

"FROM THE PEOPLE TO THE PRESIDENT" 
What ought the religious American citizen say to President Eisenhower 

in the present crisis. 

Sisterhood Reception following services . 

• 
SATURDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 23, AT 10:45 O'CLOCK 

RABBI WEINBERG WILL PREACH 

-----------------------*-----------------------
FRIDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 29, AT 8 O'CLOCK 

RABBI MURRAY SAL TIMAN 
will preach on: 

"IS IT TRUE: ARE JEWS CEASING TO BE JEWS?"-
Historian Arnold Toynbee recently staled that the Modern Jew is giving up being 
a Jew and is turning himself into a Gentile. Are the premises of this argument 

valid? Can we negate Mr. faynbee's conclusion? 

• 
SATURDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 30, AT 10:45 O'CLOCK 

RABBI SALTZMAN WILL PREACH 

UNION THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

Kenwood Methodist Church 
2319 East Kenwood Boulevard 

THURSDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 28, AT 10:30 O'CLOCK 

RABBI WEINBERG WILL PREACH 



The following members of our Congre­
gation have assisted on the pulpit and 
have ushered during Sabbath services 
these past weeks: 

TORAH BLESSINGS: 
M. W. Kasch 
Jeffery Kasch 

·Dr. Morris Ktetchmar 
Meyer Samberg 

CANDLE BLESSINGS: 

USHERS: 

Mrs. M. W. Kasch 
Mrs. Murray Saltzman 

Aaron Levine Jack M. Segal 
Richa.rd Shon Nathan Wahlberg 

Leps Wachter 

(Taken from Memorial Tablets) 

November 22 
Henrietta EtIenheim Morris Resnick 
Ida Mandel Theresa Schwartz 

Rosalia Sreindler 

November i9 
Sam Friedman Rachel Krarzenstein 
Sarah Friedman. Isaak Nachman 
Adele Buxbaum Heller Rosa Schmidt 
Marie Kohn David S. Schneider 

Florence V. Zien 

]In litllUlriam 
PHILIP COHEN ESTHER FEENBERG 
SAM LURIE ROSE SCHWARTZ 

REFORM JEWISH PRACTICE 

Questions are frequently asked by members of our Co~8regation and by others (On­
cerning the attitude of Reform Judaism toward the ritual of circumcision. The questions 
a.rise because the variety of personal opinions and practices which are current make ir 
difficult for parents to know what is required. Thus, many of our people are erroneously 
led to believe rhat circumcision is merely a surgical procedure and thac it requires no 

- - -religiblKSanction. -. --- - .. ... -- _~_~ 

As a sound guide to our people, the following is qUOted from Reform Jewish Practice 
by Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof: 

'·CIRCUMCISION ... The ancient prac:ice of circumcising a male child at the age of 
eight days, Jhe fint commrJndmen& given 10 Abraham 0111' father (Genesis 17:11), is 
!Jrictly observed. 

"Many parents have a mahel perform the opecation although many have a surgeon 
perform it. S;ome will permit the surgeon to perform the operation even though he is 
not a Jew. The child is named in the ceremony accompanying the circumcision. See 
Reform Rabbi! Manual, pages S-lO.If the operation is performed by a mohel, the mohel 
pronounce.s the blessing; if nOt, the father (or rabbi) pronounces the b~essing and names 
the child. 

·'The circumciser need nOt necessarily be a mohel, a professional funaioJ;l3l}'. The 
commandment of circumcision is incumbent upon every man. Even women are permitted, 
under special circumsrances to perform (he operation. Originally it was not considered 
a professional task for which a fee was given, bue a good deed (a mitsvah) incumbent 
upon e:very Israelite of good charaaer who had the skill to perform the operation. Hence 
a Jewisb physician may, of course, perform the circumcision. 

"While the law is that it must be a Jew who performs the circumcision (b. Abodah 
Zarah 260.), nevertheless under special circumstances a nan-Jew may perform it. The 
Talmud (b. Abodah Zarah 26b) remrqs the opinion of R. Meir who says (har in a ciry 
where there is no Jewish expert, even a pagan may perform it. (The discussion there 
concerns the choice between an idolater and a Samaritan; R. Meir preferring the idolatOr 
or pagan, others preferring the Samaritan.) Likewise, Moses .Issecles ( in the Sh.A. Yoreh 
Oeah 264, 1) says that in time of danger a Gentile may circumcise. 

"When in modern times a Gentile surgeon performs the operation, the father (or 
rabbi) should recite the blessings and name the child." 



JEWISH NEWS. 

'It is no the same is the companion ot a destro~ 

T
HE SPIRIT OF ~~~~~~:fi~~~;~:~~: - life and deeper 

out Denver Jewry at Rosh 
The Hebrew Educational Alli-

ance, thru Rabbi Manuel Lader- must revil'8 our love of learnjn~ 
man, announced its most ambi- and. reinvigorate 0111' l ives 1\1; 

tious adult educational ~~~;:~:~! Jews again." 
With Ben Blomberg as cI * * * 
HEA Men's club w1ll RABBI lilCBARD HIRSCH, 
big-name lecture series in a .ermon al Temple Emanuel, 
for tbe first time. Maurice Sam- rderred to hi5 professor, Em~ 
uel will open the Alliance series Rivkin'". the... at the &:Ie~ 
Nov. 21 witil a lecture on his \at- Park 8B In3tilute in which Jew_ 
e~t book, "Certain People of ish fate and faith afe inter. 
Book," Other headliners i n related and also the doom of na· 
HEA seriea are Economist tiOliS which m.is treat Jews is 
Nathan Jan. 23, Yiddish lIealed. Pointing out that Jewish 
Herschel Bernardi ideals make the Jew especially 

Simon aware of lIOCial ~~~·~~R~'b~b~; Jews Hinch call~ this 
and Syd 

"Musical Tour Thru 
Life" April 23. 

* * * 
LADERMAN ,', ';.";,;,;., I 

new'"lldui't' 
Monday nights 

; '!'~'~d~;~"~.'~n~~~ l~~~~~~~~~~"","-,~," 
* * * 

~;bi,;:·i:';'~;~,,;;~ d::~~::~;'i~:i I BETH lOSEI'M plans a Mm· 
our Lord is your bel" of adult education classes in 

urged ~is congreganls Bible, conversational and elemen· 
daily living must be He brew, cu.stoms, ceremonies 

lied. He lis ted sources of litrength . Je~8h h iiJtory, Educational 
foUo"ll's: a sense of security Director ·M. H. Strassberg said. 

achinement, love .of (amily, Beth Joseph, building a new 
best of all, a feeling of self· sanctua ry, bulged with holiday 

"ll'orth and self·respect. Be sug· with 1200 a t service-i 
gested that people take advan. 500 youngsteriJ at separate 

of the Sabbath to refresh rites at Palnler school and 100 at 
s pirits, "bringing into youth 3ervice in the chapel. 

."k";'1 world some reflection Over 500 children are .. rolll~1 
that sublime·spirituality which BJ ..chool, 3 days a 

the Shaboos e!:emp[ifies!" . school will be used * * * on Sundays . 

. * * * 
BMH CONDUCTED a 

paign among paren'ta~;~"?:~~:::'~ 1 w~ekly adult..cluases 
subjects h their 

i a new fam ily plan. R a b 
Winer . and hjs' staff expect 
have claS3e3 in Pathways 

Bible, modern and 

1 ~:~~~:~~~,:"H~ebrew, "~;~i~i;,;";il Yiddish and 
Rabbi Winer 

an informal di3(ussion 
in p,rivateo homes. 

* * * B'NAI B'RITH .. following 
its EsteiJ Park Institute 

I J"'·;'~'.~.~'~!'~·,i"g-;u 

.an 
!l:r('Ups. 



, 'he lew·sh Cen er of he 1\ ahopacs, . nco 
Invites You to Participate In the . 

. , High Holiday Services 

Complimentary Seats to All . 

Rosh Hashanah ,- Woo. Eve., Sept. 9th . 
Thurs. Morning, 10th 
Thurs. Eve., 10th 
Fri, Morning, 11 th 

, , 

7:00 P.M. 
9:00 A.M. 
7:30 P.M. 
9:00 A.M, 

Friday Evening Services . 
Saturdiy Morn~ng Services Shabbat Shubah 

. .. '. 7:30 P.M. 
9:00 'A.M. 

Yom Klppur-Kol Nidre-hi.,- S~pt. 18th 
Sa:t., Sept. 19th . 

6:30 P.M. 
8:00 A.M. 

Yiskor Memorial Services . 

"EI Mole, Irachamin" 

3hofar Blowing . 

. .11:00 A.M. 

.... ....... 11:15 A.M. 

6:30 P.M. 

RABBI MARCH. TANENBAUM 

laldwin Plac, and Route 6-N . . Lake Mahopac 



Release Date September 8, 1955 

ROSH HASHONO -- NEW YEAR 
September 17, 1955 

COMMISSION ON INFORMATION 
ABOm JUDAISM 

OF 
THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

AND 
THE CENTRAL CO!lPERENCH OF AMERICAN RABB IS 

Rosh Hashana, the Jewish New Year" Will be observed in ' homes and synagogues 
throughout the 'World, beginning at sundown, Friday, September 16. 

Keynote of the holiday, the beginning of a ten-day span known as the High 
Holydays, is the bel.ief that human nature can be improved by the application 
of divine ideals to daily life. Religious services on the holiday stress the 
theme of' the possibUity Of overcoming weaknesses aDd faults. This idea is em_ 
bodied in prayers, Ilreacbment and liturey.·. 

Worship services on Rosh Hashana feature the sounding of the Shofar, or ram I s 
horn, used as a bugle in times gone by. It summons the worshipper to do battle 
'against his faults . 

According to legend, this yearts observance marks the beginning of the year 
5716 since the creation of the world. Jews do not make use of the Hebrew calendar 
On which this reckoning is based except for the timing of holidays and religious 
milestones. ' 

Climax of tbe High Ho~days is Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, which falls 
this year on 'M6D:day, September- 26; Synasogue--observance ot "Rosh Hashana takes , 
place Friday evening and Saturday morning in Reform templesj 1n Orthodox and 
Conservative synagogues, the New Year 1s celebrated for two days. 

Please secure details concerning 
services in your city from local 
rabbis. 

PLEASE GIVE CREDIT 



Release "date September 19, 1955 

YCM JClFPUR __ THE DAY OF ATONEMENT 
September 26, 1955 

COMMISSION ON INFORMATION 
ABour JUDAISM 

OF 
THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

AND 
THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

JrtW1!'/S imost solemn holyday, Yom Kippur or the Day of Atonement, will be 
marked in all parts of the world beginning at sunset, Sunday, September 25 and 
continuing throughout the following day. 

According to the Bible, Yom Kippur 1s the time to seek divine pardon for 
one's sina and to grant pardon to those who have offended the worshipper. Ex­
piation is sought for by prayer and through fasting." 

Most nat able feature of the Yom Kippur observance 1s the chanting of the 
melody, Kol Nidre, "All vows," at the evening services which inaugurate the ob .. 
servance. Kol Nidre is a supplicatIon for forgiveness for rash or impetuous acts 
committed during the year. 

An idea of the spirit of the Jewish holydays may be gleaned from this passage 
from the Day of Atonement service, "We pray for all men. Grant that wherever a 
heart sighs in angutsh" under the burden of guilt, wherever a soul yearns to return 
to" The"e, it may feel the effect of Thy pardoning love and mercy. Let superstitioD, 
falsehood and malice vanish everywhere.~ 

Please secure details concerning 
services" in your city from local 
rabbis. " 

PLEASE GIVE CREDIT 



Release date September 23, 1955 

SUKOS __ FEAST OF TABERNACLES 
October 1-8, 1955 

CCIolMISSION ON INFORMATION 
ABovr JUDAISM 

OF 
THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

AlIJJ 
THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RAI!Il IS 

An ancient harvest festival with a modern spiritual note vill be celebrated 
in Jewish congre~tioDs and homes beginning on the evening of Friday, September 
30th. 

The name of the Jewish holiday is Sukos, meaning Tabernaeles, a reference 
to the meager abodes in vhich the Israelites lived during their wanderings from 
Egypt en route to the Promised Land. -

During the holiday, celebrated eight days ~ Orthodox and Conservative Jews 
and seven by Reform, booths hung with greenery and autumn fruits and vegetabies 
are constructed adjoining homes and synagogues or on the aJ..tar of temples. Each 
booth, or suko to use the Hebrev, is a reminder of nature I s bounty and 1s designed 
to prompt a feeling of gratitude to God for the earth's produce and for preserving 
those who strive for freedom. 

At the worship services prayers are recited soUnding the theme of gratitude. 
Sukos is the holiday after which the Pilgrims patterned America's ThaDksg1ving­
Day. The -holiday's principal theme is struck by such prayers ae the one which 
reads, "The earth is Thine . and the fulness thereof; help us to realize that the 
blessings we enjoy are but tokens of Thy love and that when we use Thy gifts in 
the service of our fellowmen we otfer thanksgiving unto Thee. II 

Please secure details concerning 
services in your city from local 
rabbis. 

PLEASE GIVE CREDIT 
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• 
Rosh Hashanah and the Shofar . 
Blasts of Ram's Horn on NeVI Year 

· Recall Anniversary of Creation 
By HARRY CUSHiNG 

, (Cop)'rI"hI, 1!l1II, 3e,,1.b T~"'cr.pltJ. A J:""~)" I"~.) 

~hile Jews gather in their houses of worship to observe 
another High Holy Day 8easo~, all ears will be attuned to 
the sounds of the shofar, the ram's horn which haa count­
less associations in the historic consciousness of the Jewish 

,.j people. Next to the Ugab or reeds, the shofar is the oldest 
surviving form of wind insh'u' 
ment, whose tones aloe bound up 
with a whole series of historic 
recollections, including solemn 
reflections on life and death, Ihe 
duty o( man, ilnd lhe tlc>;lillY ur 
.lhe human race. 

The basis (or blowing the sho-
· far on Rosh Hashanah is the tra· 
· dition that the Hebrew New Year 

Is the anniversary of creation. 
The shofar blasts during the servo 
kes are thus listened to as the 

,"announcement of the Divine King· 
... ship. In ancient times the shofar 

Calif. State Fair 1951 
Gold Medal Winner! 

HOISITTA'S un ... ~" .. .., .. II,u,4-dIPI .. d 
IIr~~n .. I!~ r-d!""e. n,lnl •• 
KI.ut: TlIRB(lN AWAJII) 

TlOtl!TT"'S ... Ieol.ble eMU .... " •• ! 

H"uat 

ROSIYYA CANDIES 

was used to proclai,m the corona· 
tion of a king and in fulfillment 
of this custom, the sholal· tones 
on Rosh Hashonah acclaim God 
a~ ruler or His universe. 

Jewish tradition recalls that the 
shofa,· wa!f heard at Mount Sinal 
when the I:;raelites received the 
Decalpgue lExo_dus 19:16). As the 

ew listens to Ihe shofar on Rosh 
ashonah, he is reminded of the 

turning point in the spiritual life 
of his ancestors. 

The Shofar Is a l·emi~del' of the 
belief in resurrection, for J.ewlsh 
tradition teaches that the arrival 

f the Messiah will be heralded 
by the tones of the shorar. In this 
connection, it Is Interesting to 
pote that the shofar has bee n 
arved on Jewish tombstones 

from ancient times. 'fills practice 
Is no doubt symbolic of the hope 
In resurrection. 

The shofar tones serve as reo 
mlnders of the prophets and their 
message who pictured the reunion 

pf, ~sr!!.l'~ .. :h~~~~~_~(~~ ~~I~!" ~~~~~ 

A Patriarc:h Sounds the Shofar 

Although the sholar was used 
in ancient times to signal all 1m· 
portanJ occasions in Urnes of 
peace, and as a cJal'km call In 
times of war, It has survived prl· 
marily as a religious symbol for 
usc on ly on the High Holy Days. 

he Bible has no .less than 70 
references to the shofar. Like the 
modern bugle, It was used In time 
of war. It was used to announce 
the beginning of a new month. It 
was a common home· made instru· 
ment among the shepherds who 
wnuld u!le It to warn each other of 

time for gathering up the floclts. 
In this connection, the shofar 
blown on Rosh Hashonah is spok· 
en of as the horn of the Heavenly 
Shepherd, recalling tho s e who 
have strayed from Israel's fold. 

One of the Impressive observ· 
anees in ancient Israel was that 
of the Jubilee Year. This came 
onee In 50 years, climaxing seven 
Sabballcal years. The Hebrew 
name for Jubilee, "Yobel," actual· 
ly means "blasting" on the sholar. 
During Jubilee or Yobel all land 
properties reverted to the origin· 

Friday, September 28, 1951 

Divine Kin9ship 
Emphasil!C!d bV 
Shofar -
al owners. The inordinate aecll· 
mulntion of land in the hands of 
the few was thus prevented by 
the Biblical Jubilee law. 

One of the major lessons of . 
the shofar ceremony or Rosh Ha­
shanah is 10 serve as a reminder 
of Ih~intended sacrifice of Isaac. 
It will be recalled that after ·Abra· 
ham had proved himseU loyal to 
the divine call, a ram appeared in 
the thicket. In gratefulness, he 
sacrificed the ram instead of his 
SOil. The shofar ai' ram's horn. 
thus brings back memories- of 
"Akedat Yitzchak" - "the billlt-/ 
ing of Isaac."- The blasts on , the 
sholar recall Abraham's uncondi· 
tional surrender to God. Tied in 
with Ihis lesson is the Jew's ac· 
ceptance of martyrdom IhrO\.gh 
the ages. Rosh Hashonah thus re­
caJis the many l'upreme sacrifices 
that Jews have made In all ages . 

As part of the Rosh Hashanah 
service, the shofar Is priolnarily a 
clarion call to repentence. The I 

curved shofar is In fact symbolic \: 
of the contrite heart repenting on 
the most solemn days of the He­
brew calendar. 

o 
New Consulate 

ROJUE, (JTA) - The Italian 
Foreign Ministry ann 0 U n c e d 
plans to open a conSUlate In Hal· 
fa shortly, 

t**********************+ t HERMAN H. FRIEDMAN :-



I R!~~ D~~~~:!~~t~f sa?F!!;:';J:W'-
ish Welfare Fund, with Benjamin H. Swig and Marcel Hirsch, 
1951 campaign co-chail'men, ' this week issued the following 
Rosh Hash9nali message to the local communitY: 

"With the advent of the new year 5712 we pause to 
extend to all of our workers, contributors and friends our 
sincerest wishes for a bright and :prosperous new year. May 
it be a year of peace, contentment, and securfty for every­
ohc - everywhere. 

."To you, who ·hav/!' supported the Welfare Fund in its 
work 'of ministering to the needy in far off lands as well as 

. A Greeting From the'Welfare · Fund I 
tutions which it supports - aget;lcies meeti~g the welfare, 
health, religious and cultural needs 'of a thriving community, 

"You have extende~ helping hands, through the facili. A 

ties of your Welfare Fund, to those in want in far-off lands­
given new lives, succor and fresh opportunity to those in- war-
torn countries. .' 

"You have h:elped to bring into the State of Israel thou· 
sands of refugees 'from war and tyranny and you have aided 
them to resettle themselves there .in a land of liberty with 
peace and 'security for all. 0 . 

maintaining our vital local agencies a.nd institutions, we of- '':::~~~~;~~!:! 
fer oUt' profoundest thanks. You have been partners with us 

"And now, as a new year dawns, we look forward to your 
continued support, knowing that you will join with us in 
meeting the challenge of tomorro~ with all the traditional 
understanding and benevolence characteristic of 'OUr great 
Sa'n Francisco community," 

in a: vast, far~flu'ng humanitarian enterprise. 
, "By your contributions you have reaffirmed your conti· 

dence in your ~elfare Fund and in the various local insti· 

The Jewish 
Community 

• 

Bu·lletin UJA Chairman Reviews 
Year's Achievements 

By EO\VARD·~I. l\I, WARBURG 
Geueral Chairman, Unll"ed JewIsh Appeal 

~ 62 S.an Francisco, California Friday, September 28, -1951 The United jewish Appeal reached . into the hearts ~f· .... 
Jews throughout the United States. AcroSs the width' and 

Vol. 102, No, 20 

Presicient Sends 
MessoCje on 
New Year 

Welf""re Fun·d Salnltes breadth of th;, co~ntry nearly 5,000 eommun;be, are en' 
.... ~.. rolled in efforts to raise maximum sums for the UJA. 

,Doclo· ·rs Groun fAr Its ' The eWeaey of the Un;ted Jew;,h Appeal Dro"ra" r V vastness and scope of the , 

. ·C"m"'''''o o!'IIo. A""h.lo ,1"!It I UJA dr;ve, the sbmulabng 
ow r.u ':lin: ~ impact of the UJA on jewish 

As the Jewish Welfare Fund, at the approa~~ of life in the United 
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This WlUSUal and valuable co llection of Shafars, oldest symbols in Judaism, 

which have hera1.ded the Jewish New Year (Rosh Hashanah) for mor e than 3,000 years, 

will be shown and demonstrated on television for the first time today tomorrow . . . 

(Sund .... , Sept. 6) over WJ\.BD (Channel 5) from 6 to 6:20 p.m. Th~ TV program, 

tiThe Week in Religion", is jointly. sponsored by the Synagogue Council of America 

and the Amer ican Jewish Committee. Rabbi Philip Hiat (seated, right), educational 

director of the Free Synagogue of Westchester, Mount Vernon, N.Y., is holding a 

lOS-year-old Shofar in the position it will be blol;m to mark ~he be~inning of the 

Jewish New Year 5711, . next Wednesday (September 9) at sundOM1. Rabbi Zev Zahavy 

of ~he Congregation. Ziehron Ephraim, Manhattan (left, standing), holds a Shofar 

4'," 
mad6-'of goat's horn. The entire collection of Shofars shown here is from the 

Jeviish Museum, Fifth Avenue and 92nd st., Manhattan. Shofars are hollow and 

extrerre~y delicate, have no mouthpiece or reed, making it extremel y difficult 
. -

to blow. No two Shofars have the sane tone. Shofars may not be smaller than --e... __ ._ _ ~ __ _ 

six inches, but Shofars from the horn of the Afri can Koodoo, used by oriental Jews 
~-.:-

in India and Africa, are about four-'feet long: ~hofar~ll be bl own 100 times 
---=--~~-----=-::.:.:.,-------~' --.,.~,_._ .. -
~ach day of the ",,--~-day Rosh Hashanah cel ebrati?n (Tlnlrsday and Friday, Sept. 10 - - ........ ~-.,..--=---~ .-- '"""-"'"""~-~-~--~ .. ~ ~--.. ---... _. 
and 11) ~,;_ every Synagogue throughout the world • 

.. ~ ... --. 
## H# # 

J-6 



Announcement of 

High Holy Day Services 

for the 

Beth El Congregation 
SYNAGOGUE AUDITORIUM 

Rabbi Jacob B. Agus 

TERRACE ROOM 

Cantor Saul Z. Hammerman 

NEW SITE (Bonnie View Country Club) 

Rabbi Morc Tanenbaum 
Cantor Jerome Robbins 

Rabbi Herbert Ribner 
Cantor Hyman Perros 

We extend a cordial invitation to all who are unoffinoted 

to join us eithe.r as members or worshippers ot our n~ew 

site services (Bonnie View Country Club). ' 

You are cordially invited to attend, midnight Selicoth Ser~ices in the main 
auditorium on Saturday, September 10, at 12 midnight. Rabbi Agus and Cantor 
Hammerman will officiate. A reception, tendered by the Beth El Sisterhood, will 

: be" held between 11 p.m. and midnighl. 

SEATING ARRANGEMENTS 

Phones: MO howk '4-3702 and Uberty 2-7697 

Office hours' 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondoy thru Friday; 
Sunday, 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon. Tuesday 
and Wednesdoy, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

For further jnf~rmotion regording new site services, you moy olso coli 
Mr. Oscor Title ot HU nter 6-7779. 
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RoahHaabcmh - Sept 24. '" 25 - C_ BeUlAm, Ph1la, Rabbi Goo1bl .. tt 

Boab HashODah ord1& ri ly i 8 not a. boll4.ar3 oL que at 1 ens. 'Ie t on the 88 
,$'111 

~8 ot t18 !ie1l1ah No','i rear Ifte- queaUona l&3 abuDtantl,y on the tOllflUB8 of Jews 

thruOtlt the worl!!. Rere t ! ._ in Nf. in San Frana18Qo, in ImBDOS Airea, 

Paris, Loo8in, aM in Tel Aviv, Jewiah 1D>n, w_n .. M ~Ln gathered topther 

111. -prayer, ask alaud. Wherefore a.re these · lIBaahomh)la/. Ilftel'6nt trom ~ ather? 

ADd aa tho all tbB Jna thlUout the 'Borld were assembled in CIlB great 

oOllgl"lJ'gation. they ~) bear ""MII_._) the olo1l1hg ot the shofar, tha' nlJII.ta 

born, a~ tb.8re"lth the, ~.1~1) know tbey have the answer a8 to wlu F.B 571. 

dld'ters from all otbers ••• 

For more than ~CO lears tbe Bbofar baa bean ac:u.u1ad. to one unahangtmg 

pattern. 7bs1'8 1& the Tlt1ah - the 10ll& uninterrupted note, the 3hvanun, tb& 

:3 ahon note8~ fi!.Dd tbJ 'raab e the 9 :rapid ahort notes. 

Eaoh at tbue notes tbe' 'Bible acoords a speotal algn1fiaa.noe. Ills lons: 

Tkiah s,ymvollzBa Joy as 1t.1 18 tCWli in tllB verae 
\I~t' ,~Iq,,~ y,..Jo.1 ((I . .., ~.., ,,/,7' ..... ,~' 

"On Uat dal when the ~881an10 era s~lll..bave oome,wl11 the shofar 

be olOVIn as a a,ymbol ot Joy aDd bappim8sa.- ADd 80 thruont Jewish h.bato:ry 

Wll6D8V81' a W-atlS ooca.sio.tl took. plaas, whether in the willll1ms of a .. title or the 

arOllnina: of a king thEtlalp nlab. was sOl1Ilded. and. leu 'lIa8 tul;l. in the air. 

The 3 &hort notes 01;10 'tl::I& other bii.nl, tlle ShvariIil aymbolizss grief, 

the woed Uailf 8temmiI18 from p::iII a.b:eveJ', gr1ef or trag94f¥. And 80 baa tbro. the 

oenturies '&heneer a tragedy despoiled the pages of Jewish hiato~, 11:bat.b:er 

thro. the ' perse"cations of 'Bame or lB.byloDis or Hitler Gel'UaIW', \~hether thru the 

t1~ ~ 8:J.pu~aions or inquisitions or cUaplacement, Shvarim _s aanned, 

ahvarim, the wail of grief,the "gh of tra8"d~. 

ADl than the TrdIah, the rapid ahort notes whioh we apeak of in the 

pll:ras6s ot Yem Truah. Zics.ron t'ruah. 'lhis nota aaqordlng .to the BJble signifies alam 
:., ". 

.~. 

"i 
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a:J.ertlng, -and its attrrlng r~thm was heald 1n the corrl<lora of Jewish hiator.; · 

o:all1ng men to then battle 8tat1oZl8~ a.lerting them to action, lnaplr1ne them 

to vigilanoe. 

Of all these threa, the tldah ailgn11)ln& JcGr.J )th8 ahvarim u.ymboli:dne gr1efi ( 

am the traah representing alertIIBss, tml.y the latter¥: the truah lis tC1U.~ most trequ 

entl;y tbraout the bible am OI1r l1tur&v,!, For i;a apeak over am again of these 

Bosh Bash clays as Yom !hu&b., iioaron i'rua.b.., am. 4sbrel Haam Ycd.a~ t::nm. HasbBm Bear 

Panaaha YebalecbD ••• 

i'J~!: wtw 1. this? 'ii~ 1& not thia day spokeD. of &8 Y om Tk1ah~ the dsy of 

JI:G'? or,Yon shvarim? the da.Y of grief. i'l:te a.nsaer 18 s'ven us by histo1l" 

Jews, who J::&.va eeen called a phenomenon &mq all p9llop188, ha.vlng oatlaated 

suah great Qmmnn1ti8a &8 the Greelta the BOJIJi,Da, am Per81a.D1l, aDd .ba.ving Burvived & 

all tbB pitfalla of tiJr.e, ha.ve dome 80 beaa,US8 tb",ba.V8 never ptrm1tted. themselves 10 
I'-'- ""~ 1 . I 

be JIaetered b3r~1taer Tk141hfJ~, or _9hvarim, griet. 

Ona ot the greateet tmgea.lea ot our pl"8aeJlt d.a¥ 16 that mtion8 8,e a whole 

go overbe&.rd., pl1i.nge mdly into ~tremes~ llIilDBdiately after ~ o~ld ~ar 11, :ta:rin,g 

spent Jjillioue ot. dollars aDd having saorifioed million of youg livea iz tor the 

"SI!I!I!i& purpose at erad.i~tins the last vesUgea of' Jlaziam. atter having fOllght ana 

of the _loodisst battles in all our mmoriea, Ansriaa and other Allied. mUons 

buret into a parmyam of joy and Jubilation, aD1 rD.ahed adly traok to nonnaloy. 

aha terri.le seiter effects of this thOllghtless etampede to JtU and monm.lcy weN 

Been in yesterda.y' 8 Dewspapwra. A rbot in Manich where Jews, · all viotims 01' 

lIJazlsm., all former concentratlion camp survivors, were brutal1;y lII!U188.nd.led by German 

police, lIBl\V ot whom were tODIBr 99 stormtroopera. A olti occ.hiil in Otfen~ch 

d&l1leB a d09t.05'" a position because he WS,.s a Jew. Letters now appear regularly in 

the Germln press,. venomou8 anti-Semitio letters, dgned "Adolf Blelbtrau", IieI!B.iD 

tNB ·to .M.olf~ AM he~ in .A.l:l:eriClio, the Bar .a.ssilciaticn in oonvention :tI 'ote~ a 

~ 
resolution agaiIlBt the United States' baltking thB Genooide :Nsililatien in the 

United Nations,. tbl:t onll 
legisla.t ion ·that '4 cold . prevent the IIB.SS slaughters of 
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What 10g10 baa permitted these aots to come to pass, these nghtf'lrl 

shortsighted aots , .. hloh IlIEIY y'et"ag~n turn tbJ 'ilorld into s,notbSr aaldrcu at 
, R..,.....,."-J2~-

atomio war a,nd - dsstl'tlCtion,,_ It 18 tbe 101510 of Tki&.h w-hioh motivates these 

aate, the logic of jqytul torge~ta.lne88. 

But e-.ual~ dangerous 1a the 10g10 of ahmrim. 8uOCtuDbil18 to the 

logio of griaf. Slx million Jaws .,ere torn from lits,!" EnOD.g.h oaues for grief, 

isn't it? Enausl;l oauas tor 'Ii. to throw up .!. our l&nda in deSpair, am a a:y ",bat's 

the uss? No one bat an eyelash \lihen tbe ol8mtorla smoked with Jewlah b~ie8'" 

" no one uU;ereda a wo~ of protsat ••• Wlatta the uss, we could mve aa.ld •• • 18_i'Ia 

end this .n:ad N.aa. Let'a BOI1m tbe ahvarim aIll be loat in grief. 

Bat \lie a.re DOt a pwopls of ah:varim; 'ilia do not surrender 8&a1l¥ to 

ds"spair. 

For look at ou.r .brotmra l .n Israel. Hte ~ t~8 oOJ,ld thar have 

Bounded the notes of ahvarim am bent their mads 1n grief and say ; It i8 tm 

end. What with beh1i,yad promiaea. what with intermtional intrigueSVl hClil Iran.,v times 

ccold the, ba.ve mooumbed to 8hVarim\ to·desparation. But we know their aD8sr. 

for wa a:.tl:qj and the ".? have mrveled a.t. their oOQ1'8g&, hav~ 8tUl& pl'&J.jiea to 

.their mil1tary pralSSS, a.Di l:a1e wa.tched w1th deep am 8arDeSt pride ths1i' politioal 

.iad om 1n Us Un1 t ad l:l9. t1 0ll8. 

No~ there 18 nei. place i.n the lives of our people for Us the tkiah P 

the 8,ZtftDB of jqy, or shva..r~ the e1t~me of grief. We are essehtially a people of-.. 
traah, a paools of alerrness. who re8po~d to tbe shrill notes of trQah whs~r in tn! 

Warsaw wtatto; the conoentratlon oampa ot <ia-l'tIall¥. behiDi tba fengss of Cyprus 181s 

or ~iZl8 in tlB foothills of JudeBlp or in the desert aaula of the lisgev. 

~bi8 1a the 10g10 whiah bas l'WlI thJ'$l the "tapsst lY of our BtOry lib 

a atdng unbroken threa4. It 18 a 10g1c which JDD.st continue to domimts our th1n-

klug. 

note at the strange yst embarraaln@: faot tbat B1J:!,oe Is. mel b~o~ ~ BOV8181gn 



- 4 · -

nation. W8, 80 Da1\V of US, haw tUl'DBd OIlr ears f'rcm the eomd of 'l!l'Il&h. alel'1iJl888 

to tba Qa.US& of 181'8.81, to the Tk1ah of Joy. Umer a aeries of tar-fetched 

attacks of d_1 lo,ya.ltJr, urder tile dtluslOll that larael as a aCW8Ielgn state o&D"..J 
~'v 5r..~t-<;''f.G "-I¥"-'- iI\.-t ~~ ~ \--- ~~ \, ~ "AN J...I<L""-'< - ()~t", 

overn1jJht taka 0&1'8 of mrealt, and uuler a Datuml lust tor lazlme8, we have ~ ~ 
~ J 

rela:z.ed au' eftorta, while Israel's anemies haw renewed aDl red cabled theirs. 

111'8.81 18 a 80verelSD state &Dd in t1llB wlli be able to prcv1de for all 

her OfjD 118ed.. lUt until tlBt tim 0Gll88, we who ave stood at tbB oradla of 

Iarael'a birth, mat like devoted parentI help DUl'tlt:re the Intant to f'Illl mturit;;J. 

110 right th1n1d118 par.OIl woulA atop carlZ18 for a oh1ld U .. ,.. of two, •• pao1all,7 

wlBn tbat ohild's YOIltb 18 ba.rdened wUh the "an of an old malh Urder the 

~r1'1~ JIlUdat8, it tock 28 years to br1aa 450,000 Jns to Paleatim. The lmant 

lemel, in leS8 tl:&n aUteeD mOlltl::l8 baa 1II81camd aD1 prcwlded tor 300,000 J8Vil"ab 

DB:n, 'Women and 0 hild rent 

This SJIiBa ie what le1"&.al meaDe to us. It meane tbat to, the f'1rat tima in 

world hiatolJ .. In in GeDDa.I\Y ca.n tall a Nazi hocdllllD, "1 have a hC1!8 to 80 to." 

It means wa 8m no lcngsr a wa.Diaring pecpla, "srorm1Di over a bent atatt, ata.lld.ns 

aoroae the &lobe 111m a wit~ered ghost. It IDBan8 we are DO lODger in the 91ee 
B-k- ~S<.J., ~~.J 

ot ~ ED the !! L N Jewotthe look aDd Fagin stereotypes. I81&al baa been 

a :revolution to the Jniah people -::m a reYolut1on ot no leas importance than the 

French 1'9volution"&8 to Franoe and the AIre ri can revolution was to A.mer1oer.. 

4Dl that ie ":tv this &e1'lllcil1 DD1st be preached. It 1a \he most v1tal thing 

that we oan 883 tbis day. We maat teal at the beg1nn11l8 ot thia New Year what a un 

lite we are emba1it1ns on, it is a lite ot prestige a.Jd dlgnity, "a l1te we DO 

10D80r ha", to apologize for. Om cannot torge' tho old .e .. lsh man .~tUng ln 

the New York aubwq one week atter larael proolaimed mr iuiepeDienae. Be spread 

a Yiddish D5wapa.per wide before him, and then turned to hie neigbbor am said, 

"loh ahem zioh nit mar ••• ea is goot zu zein an 11d ••• " 1 am no lClDi8r 

ashaned to hold Wide thia lidd1ah "paper • •• it 1s good ~o be a Je ..... 

In this spirit We Dmat realize that Iarael'lI needs are our "needs am that ii 
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wl:\Y we mat 1'8ma.ln alert and united in car vigilance to aid t~ Jnlab 

Stats durlDg these ooming montha. Them al'9 immigrants who need hcu.aaa aId 

olotbea am :tool. ~bere 1s a propagaDia campaign to be fGlght 1Iith thoae 

foross 'Who this very dq &.19 conaplr1na to ~ar the HoJ..y City of Jerusalem 

fran out of the heart of Iarael. We need not fear being disl03al to ~r1oa. 

wben 1Ie support the Jewish oause of Jsro.salem. lorr:::.a no les8 dlalqyal than 

eV6l'i American Catholio who support. the Vatican's 19lelltlss8 efforts to 

wrest Jszusalem from Israel'. baDla. 

Gc:d. forbid, ahClllld larael t attar and tall uD:ler the v6pt of 

eOOllQIlio pressures, or ahctlld tm 5tata b8 o1'U8b1Jd In the V188 at Intermticmal 

intrigtl88 - we, even as A.IIIlrican J8'o1i8, secure as we might feel, will miter a 

1088 in face, a 1088 in prestige lIIh~Qb nons of oar 8oo1-~111 movements, nema 

o.t otU' defense &pDoie8 with a1.1 tmlr statist10& aDd cbarta 'llilll ever begin 

And that 18 wh"y this New Year 1s dlfferent trom all. others. It i& 

beoaUs8 tl:le Kol Tk1ah, of alertness has sharper appeal than ever belore. Tb.8 

Tk1ah ie not an idle sauDi this year • . It 1s a SCIUlli of dl.reotiml-it points 

a ve~ detinite wB3 tor US. It points a '11;33 of aeti"on--it points to unparalleled 

aupport of tm United Je'ilish Appeal, it pointe to aotlw memberllhlp 1n Z1cm.1st 

orgamzatlona, it points ' tb ever,y ellort which wlll help strengthen Israel -

tis staDiarda bearer of CJO.r tutu"l'9 as a tree people. 
(o. 

Last week nm-ytmy iG) Zionist leader wbo returned from Israel 

brroght with him a stor.l of ~<:J.i.1iDg to 6.11 of us. In a hoapital in the Negev, 

the story went, a dootor Was making l'OUDis among the wQ1Died Israeli BoUders. 
I 22~ear-old 

He stopped ~Bide the bed of ssarg8nt who had lost his right his right 

am in a battle with tlB Egyptian al'Xlf. "lCU'19 haall:ag fine," tm doctor said. 

ADi he addad. rtIt's a pity you had to 10s8 your arm." The:re 'Was a pause, aD1 t.he 

s8argent tlgb.tezed his Ja1il aD1 narraaed his eyes, aId tmn m 8&id; !'DootCll", 

I did not .lose lIW arm, I ~ve it ... " 
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this 
. On the threshold of :Um. lie'll Year. we JIDlst learn tbat '9Ie do not 10S8, we 

~ glw, we give to the Jew1ah fIlture. This is the message of 'Tkiah. ADl this 

18 "lti' t~B Bosh llaahanah ia lind mu.st be different frOZl!- all others • 

• 



RH I - Fresh :M:eadows, Sept 12, 50 

1':10RE than 100 years ago, an American writer declared: Moat men 

lead lives of quiet d ~ speratlon. 

Actually his statement applies more to today than to a century ago. 

There are few of us ·here now who have not felt at one time or another 

during the past weeks or months, this sense of quiet panic, this feeling 

of impending tragedy, of being lost in a chaotic woJrld, of being completely 

helpless in the grIp of ~orces over which we appear to have virtually 

r..o control. 

Indeed, how many of us in the deepest chambers of ou r hearts have 

begun to doubt the wisdom of giving birth to children, . and r~ing families, 

in t"his atomic time? How many of us refuse to embark on the simplest 

business venture in "this period of insecurit,? 

How ma.ny of us have said to oursei:ves, or have heard others say 

with increasing regularity during the past weeks: I just cannot listen 

to .the radio. an~ore---or, I just «.~.k refuse to read .the newspapers. 



There is little wonder ~hi~~~f we read yost::day'. NTlMES 

we are c onfronted with the fac t that if' there should bef';.tomlC war, 

and if, God forbid, shoudd a oomb B~X«~XX slm11ar to that dropped over 

JapaJ;l be lowered over Ne\.,r York City, t here ,\·iou.ld be 1 60,000 casualties, 

80,000 of whom would perish outright •••. And if we read the llYTlMES 

of last Frldav we are confronted with the case of a 24-year-old boy, 

a Jewieh boy who was a veteran of the last war, and who was last \'Ieek 

called to hiB draft board. When informed that he "'as to be d.rafted 

again, five years after \f orld ~jar 11, he pulled out a pistol and shot 

himself ••.• If \·;ecseek canaoA-ation for living 1n our time, and ....t VV\~ 

of us 80 de sperately do, we can hardly flnd it in the newspapers. 

Last Sunday, a Monseigneur Gr eeme sought to offer consoaltlon to 

hie congregants in St. Patrttk's Ca t hedral. He told his parishoners 

not to succumb to the spirit of pessimism and a sense of impending 

tragedy which has been creeping over this country since the Korean 

.fighting started. He told them he would pray for their Toms, and Joes, 

and Harrys now f1ghting below the 38th parallel. And he fUrther told 

his congregants that should their sons die, they should not fret, beaause 

he sald, God has chosen to call them so that they may become true citl­

ZBBS of the eternal kingd om of heaven. 

I am afraid that for many of us here, certainly for myself, 

this 1s a scant consolation. We want to be Citizens of this world, of 

here and now. The problem is not to escape into a dream world, but to 

find a sense of purpose, a morale, for continuing to live full and 

productive lives, even in these di ff~cult years. 

That sense of purpose cannot be discovered among those 

of wk us who hav~ become escapists, or among those of us who have 

succumbed to despair. For the end of the escapist, the end of he 

who lives in his own little world shutting out the re 9.lity about 

him, h1e end 1s disil l usionment. The end of the pereen who succumbs 
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to despaar ~s the end , 
Where then d.o 

.,will .enabl,e ::tar us to 

of that 

we find 

eurv~.ve 
" . 

24-year-old veteran. 

the attitude, and the 

th1s t1me? Wh1ch w1ll 
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fr.ame of mlnd~ which 

help uv.f{fthout ' 

6i.. ~ . rutlltlY; '\Vl~hout despair, "llthout'-dlscQuragement. 

r . - U Bertra~ Russell, the Br.ltlBh·Pl)l·lOBophe~, . last week wrote 

/. 

I, 

, / 

an article 'in which he sald, that if we· are to survive this dark time 

""e must come :to reailze that ours 1s not " the,' :first time that . disaster 
" " 

has threatened t~ western world. He pointed out that the 'fall of Rome 
, ' 

"tlas another such 'time, and 1n t ,hat time, as 'now, varyln,S moods of desPB:ir, 
, ' 

esc!!-pe; and ,robust .falth were fQund In, "the qearte of the Roman- peoPl,e. 

What 1s "important · ror us ·ls that oq.t of that dlff;lcul:t, . time there 

emerged the present Judaeo-C'hriatlan' civi11zation which has served 

Western . mankind for better than 1,600 years. . 0.... c2Jtn ~ -) 
f1nd~ ~. " 

Th1"e ·leason 'of survl val we carVin .history--Jewi sh and 'non-Jewish 

- Jle: ' und again. P-r-of A"rr191d Toynb~e made . a' study. of 22 civilizations. 

Those c i vilizations whic'h survived a.nd ' cont.r1buted to hUman hlstC?ry, are 

those Whl9:h wer~.· confronted with immense ·challenges and whl~h overcame 

',them Wit~ coura~~. and perseverance. In fact, . when &erEf .was· no cballeng~ 
' . , 1M ca.-. 1Xct.. :.aP '" ' ' 

. atall, the civilizat10n .--·pAl ti culal];y .elit of' Phenic1a--became weak 

and flabby an~' per1shed be,cause ~ of 1 ts lack Of~. 
This historiC truth-- t hat ofi not- trying to escape real-1ty, 

not despairing. of _real'ity __ but confronting .the challenge' which is before 

us with courage and perseverance, is a yruth we /find 1n Jew1sh tradition. " 

We read, 1n the Torah of th1s first day Rosh Hashonah of the chailenge' 

w~lch God placed before Abraham. To pr.ove h.is worth .as the founder of 
, 

the Jew1sh people, God , challenge'. ,Abraham to the Akedah, to qffer his 

ao.n Isaac as a sacrflce. '"Thie 'NISSAYON, ' th1s challenge seemed to shatter 
, , 

. all his hopes. Imaglne, being called ![pan to , s~cr1flce your one and. only. 
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son on a altar. Yet Abraham did not evade his challenge; he did not· 

become an escapist; ~ .~de89alr. Abraham confr.~n~ed . the challenge 

fullface and he accepted .it; emerging from it a stronger person, more 

qualified to become a leader of his people. 

And this idea o ~ NISSAYON is true of all Jewish h1story. The 

exodus from Egypt was a challenge to the Jews; the croBsing of the Red 

Sea was " a cha llenge; 40 years in the w1lderness was such a challenge; 

the winning of the l a nd of Israel was such a challenge. .1 
NOT 

The point of all our history" 1s that we must/evade our situation 

1n wfshful "thinking or otherworldly paralilses; .we must not despair of 

our present dl fl1cultles. As we start the New Year, we must develop 

the rrame of mind which compels us to meet every challenge of our atomic 

age with courage and perseverance. 

Simply stated, we mus.t develop a will to , l1ve. On this Rosh 
God 

Has ~~nah day, we speak o~ God as "~LECH CHAFTEZ BAC HAIM, the Xixi who wills 

life, who wills us to . live; UVACHARTI. . BACHAH,!, and we have chosen to live. 

Rosh Hashonah helps us to experience the rea l ity of this idea; Rosh 

nashamah must imbue us with this overpowering tiesire to want to live, 

not meekly, timidly, but with courage and strength. 

If we reflect a moment on the recent epiC of the Warsaw Ghetto , 

we ca n understand how much this attitude of surviva.l 18 part of our 

peOPl~'s mentality. Those of us who read John Hersey's the viALL, know 

tha.t ~ to the Jews of the Ghetto, the existence of the Nazi~ was as real 

and as a "terrible a threa.t to the Warsaw Jews, as 1;.he atom bomb and the 

east-war struggle 1s to all o~ us. Those of us who followed the growth 

and development of the State of Israel know that -the "1ots of the Arabs 

and the" invasions of the seven Arab League st*tes was as real a potential 

catastrophe to Israel as any threat wki~kxkx of annihilation which hovers 

over us now • . The leeson 1s that the Jews of Israel, like the Jews of the 

Warsaw ghetto, confronted r eality, took up the challenge; and "that i s 
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why a free and independent 'state of Israel exists today and grows, and 
we can have faith that it 
will cont inue to grow despite whatever other exigencies "arise. 

Bertrand Russell, who .cited for us the exampae of the decline 

of Rome , has said "the sages of our time have a stmlx duty to perform. 

It' 1s tht:. lr d l,l ty to po sterity to crystallize the achievements, the 

hopes and the ld.e a ls which have made our time g reat - to study them 

with monumental simplic ity , 90 that the y ma y shine like a beacon 

light thru the coming darkness. 11 

We gathered here n~ ed not wait for our modern sages to crystalllz 

for us the ideals which should inspre in us hope "for the future, faith 

1n continued survival of , the human race. Fo~ these ideals are summed up 

for us in our Mud8af prayers which we read today, summed up in the 

phrases: Malchuyot, Zichronot, and Shofrot. M~ lchuyot, the prayer 

dealing with the Kingdom of God, tells us as Jews, tells as human " 

beings skare that God is the sovereign of the universe, that t he world 

is o"ne, tha t "there 1s a mora l law in the world which 1s highsr than the 

law of the state ; itbx veI l s u s t ha t t he ideal of one world is real, and 

th9. t it is toward this ideal \~ e must continue to strive, despite the 

f.a ct "of our t e::npo m ry d i sill uslonment \-l lth thi s ideal. 

Zichronot, !i'lBea:b!l6grt"emembsrGnce , tells us tha t e verything 

i s r emeobered, and t he re fore tta t s ver:r~hin6 cour:ts. Everything we do 

has meaning, every deed, no matter how emaIl it appeare, has relevance. 

Our teaching our children Alef Bais, our setting up a school for them, 

our organizing a place of worship, the fact of our being 

in prayer sharing our common f~~~ur common hopes, 

here together 

all these 

isolated happenings are part of the mosaiC of living and contribute 

to the meaning of living. Although we may fails to realize it now, our 

act i ng together as a group " is" a sort of chain reaction which like the 

atom itself stores w1thin it immense power for lending our lives 



~-

- 7 

meaning and relevance. 

The third ide"al held up for us 1n our liturgy is Shafrat, the shofar 

or rJJashlach. Th::.s 1s the shofar which Jewish traditlon says will herald 

the redemption of Israel and all mankind. 

Th:se ideals, part of -the very core of Jewish r.hlnklng, are ideals 

which we today propose to all mankind, ideals which we hold up as a ballast 

_~ to 

bY" v we 

enable us to overcome the challenge of the awful present. This 1s why 

mmsxxR~k should not only be Jews; this 1s why we must remain Jews. 

If bad times 11e ahead of us, we should remember while they last, 

the slow march of man, checkered 1n the past by devastations and retrogress! 

but always resuming the movement toward progress. As geol?glcal .. tlme 

goes, it 1s but a moment since the human race began and only the twinkling 

of an eye since the arts of civilization were first invent ed . In spite of 

our alarm, it 1s hardly likely tm3t our s pecies will c9mpletely exterminate 

itself. And so long. as man continues to exist, we may be pretty sure, that 

whatever he may suffer for a time, and whatever brightness may be eclipsed, 

he will emerge sooner or later, perhaps strengthened and reinvi gorated. The 

universe is vast and men are but tiny specks on an insignificant planet. 

But the more we creallze our minuteness and our impotence in the face of 

cosmiC forces, the more astonishing becomes what hUman beings have achleved_ 

It 1s to the possible ach1evements of man·, to the real; zation 

of the ideals of our par~!ere tOday, t.t1at our ultimate loyalty 1s due, and 

in that thought teh brief troubles of our unquiet epoch become. endurable. 

Much wisdom remains to be learned, and 1f ita is only to be learned thru 

adversity and challenge, we must endeavor to endure adversity with what 

forti tude and courage we co mmand. But if we can acquire wisdom soon enough, 

if we can bring to be~ r the ideals of our ancestors within the fabric of 

our everyday life, adversity may ·not be neccesary and the fUture of man may 

be happ1er than any part of h1s past. 

e.tJ..~~1 ~~~~ 
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ml I Fythian !em~le 

Rosh Hashanah ordlnarl.1y ls' not . 8, holiday 91' questions. Yet on 

th1s first day of , the New Year ·¥l1 5, questlop.s lay abundantly on tB 
, O<:-J.>.. " ' 

tongue~ of Jews' thrUout the world. ~re ~n W, 1n San Francisco, 

B~enosAir~~.:--~~ar~s L" .. F@f ~, London, TelAvi v • Gad pO! ;,al's 'O~"Y · 
srfoP8 t.hc., w~1111lg .. a~l · lh T gp'lSa18m,\ Je~leh 'men womeri and children ' . 

, . 'J ' ~ .. ~ ......... " .. , .. , '6 '~ 
gathered together in ~rayer ask aloud: Wl.'f'Cfole' is ,~ uJ RHashon~ , 

do - - l' ! ~ ~7 wt....c- t:J,JArJ.. , \.<k., ti..- ..x ,~ ':l€ICubIOliI aIry otn:CI 
I a~~ 

It"", k cWvv< " " 
And as tho all the Jews throughou't. thlliJ world were gathered 

together' ~n 'ome sreat ~ongre'g~tlon, t~ey~r .the blowing of ' the" 

SQofa¥:'· ~;~~.m~B'· ~~a~d' t~erel~ ~hey~~w tp.ey~e found 
C<M, 

·~answer, • 

For more tha n 2000 ' years the shorar' has ,been · Boupde,d to one 

' unchanging pattern. There is the Tk1ah: the long u~lnterrUpted 
, 3 , ' '" 

note; the Shva:r:-.1m, the 9,;nJD:ki ,short note.B, a.nd the truah the 9 

rapid short notes. 

Each of these notes the Bible accord,s ,a special significance. 

The ,long Tkla.h; symbolizes II Joyr~ 9.S lt. l 's found in the verse 
:' .:".1;:.",';:; , ,-:''';,..J'' I ' 'Itll~",," -r? '? ,""-. , J:-'--,:...: ( 

, " J r I, 
On th!\t 'da:yo, when the Mesf:laz::!.lc era . shall have come wlll the shofar 

be b).own, as -s symbol of d9y ' s .nd &sppines.s. And so throut .Jewish hiat 

, whenever a joyous occaBio~ took p:J,.a?e" whether in the winning 

of ,9. battle~ or the crowtlfng of ,s. king" the tkiah was sounded. and 

joy filled the air. ' 

ik , ~,,1t;.. 
". But ~he, '&'! IQ 81' the ect4e ls the ' ehvarim! the short notes 

, 
symbolizing grief, the word itself aten;uning from shever, grief or' 

, / 
tragedy., And so back thru the centuries whenever 'grief or tragedy , 

,d o Bpol1edthe pages of Jewish hisotry. )<hether '''""xix through 

.I 

I 
J. 

• i 
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. persecutions of Rome or Babylonia or Hitler .,Germany, 'Whe~he~ thru 

the tyranriy o~ expulsions 

was B9und~d, B~varlmt the 

or lnquls1 tions or ' displacement, shvarlm ," 
(lat.,' ;,of iLl ~ , , 

"mtti: ror grief', 41 H .. of btUS6Ely. 

. . '. . 
Then. the truah, the rap1d short" note,s which we speak . of 

ln the phrases Yom Truah; Zlearon truah. ' ThlB not,e" ace ' to the Blble 

8,lgnlflee alarm', alerting, and it's st~rrlns . rhythym waE heard in' 

the corridors of Jewish history, calling me'n to their battle sta~lon8 
, , 

alerting them to ~ctlon, soun~lng the alrm. 

Of all these 3. tne s .... a1., sll.x.Il .... d. tklp.h , slg!lifylng joy, 

' the shvarim symbollz1ng glref, and the "truah represent1ng alertness, 
'" t,,1; o"-"l'"{ ..:. ./ 

, 
en13C thr latter, 

' ~ Dd{our l~turgy. 
Truah, a.nd Aehrel 

the tvuah, 1s ~1'eo""dLmoBt frsquentlYj\ tIn Odt he ' bl"le~ 

For here this day we speak of 
, ,pic L I 

Haa.m Yoda i TrUa H&ehem ~€. 6i' 

Yom Truah~ Zlcaron 

pane"cM yeqal Be~ •••. 

'rIhy? Why lB , this? Why Is not thls day 'spoken of as Yom 'l;klah" the 

, day of joy? or YO,m Shvarim? the day -of grief. ,I. the answer 15 ill van 

us by hlsotyr; , 

Jews; the ·phenomenon 

laws of sociology outlas.tt"ng 
i'V<- ' 

~~ , '" 

or ·peoples who have d&f1ed all the 

th~ir cont~mporar~~s, ~mans, 
and :,Persians, have survived all the pitafalie of hlsto~.y because 

... they ha·ve n.e"'fer per.mitted th=mselv6.B to ' be mastered by t.ither 

tk1ah, JOY, or ehvarim t .grief ~ 
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One of the great human failings, particlllarJ..y in our present dey \'lorld, 

is our ilI'.mature imulgence in 9::J:trerres. i"ie Sgem uneble to maintain e steady 

vision ani to steer a steady course. imi this is trw of even tre \~iseat of 

us, '.~hether ~e be indiv·iduels or nat ions. 

In 
Consider:t. he fact that immediately after ":'arid 

defeated Hitler end supposedly had eradicated. l~azism, 
.,>" 

~J.t.v-~ \~e stampeded beck "to normalcy, completely disregarding \'ih6t Fa consequences of 
\J'-C~J 
• f . tp~s behavior Vlruld be. And so tolay v's find. thet Nazism oon;tinues to grow as 

N""" "!.'\-S't'~'4 
I,;-'<l\-vl" virulent as ever in AUstria end llui:.lUIl2 liermarw, :'ormar 93 troopers have come 

to ass'll.JIe the majority of top posi.tions in the goverrurents of both tfflse countries )C. 
til b."tf-"'> . 
r-fI-~ 

t'-',:,\~ 'fhe German manufacturers of the y.ar materiele .~ho were responsible i.l!l in e. large 

~..:wK 
measure fur the rise of EHler ani \~hog; \~ee.!?ons of d9struct im ceused tie liIe6th 

. ani tens of thousands) . 
of thousands/of Allied men and wamn, these £ii:&ll lifazis Viithrut uniform 'i~ere 

quickly absolved of:z. guilt eni even at this late date are being presented '"~ith 

their vest industrial empires, for what reasons-legel, moral, or otmI"">'iise, I 

for one shell never be able to determine. 

It \~iS also because of this atmosphere of unbelancad joy and ovar-z.ealcus 

eagerness for extreme normalc;y that \",e tailed, at the end of the last ""er, to 

detect the true nature of the CWlllunist mission tm1 becuese of that leck of 

balanced am alert insight 'lie are to::ia.Y gripped in one of the cost titanic emotim-

aI, p.hysical, em poUt ical struggles yet engaged in by man. 
merely P-

It is: perhaps/hilndsight to 583 this, but it 1St fact tha.t all this 

t "1" t~ h t f T"' ;,u th \~f d" ~~~ unnol 18 I.e arves 0 n..&..nu, e - 0 ezttreme an UllSCal~~qy, 

But equally grievous md unhelpful is the logic of shverim, succumbing 

to pza grief, penic or terror. A million end dlne instcnces cruld illustrate 

the folly of this P~sition,fi:: P~\h "4 Us in our 0.0 liV& ~o,~ \1>0 ~oing " 
\ of "-'- ~" ~- _ c,..,"~ . ~ At- u.... . 

this :;ie ) 4l ng ts d e speir_l3e:a ae.·l:3ft~ -n ....... ~ O"f "~ ... ~",- ilV~'I..€~ 
)Ju.-v. ~~ \. Jv>' 

ialthough the \~orld at large seams prone to forget, indeed seems 

intent to forget,. \'13 es Je\'1S cen 113ver put frem our minds thet huoic and tragic 
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episode of the si..:x. million Jewish martyrs. S'orrcunded by crematoria ani gas . 

chambers and e very evil dey ice tht:!t Sat &Xl could p oss ibly invent, t:Q3y hEod g Gal 

ena suffi.oie.nt Callse to su'ccurob to-despsir. ~&.t Yet' one has only to reca;Ll tbeir 

megliLilficent spirit as depicted by John HersfY ' in TID; :'-r'ALL 6nd more :re cently in 
13-year-old . ~ 

the inspi r.ing Dia~ of/Allne I<'rank to knOVi ho..-J remote the notes of shveri.m.,lgr\ef, 

"'las fran their lips and hearts. 

Indeed, we are not e peoDle of shvarim, ·,,9 do not succumb easily to grief. 

Consider the rise b of the state of ISTaBl. HCYl& IDeny t i..mes could C.lr Je\';ish 
''Ihat seerees an 

brothers end sisters hove sounded the notes of shvarim am bOYied/t o/an inevitable 

defilet. rihet \~it h all the pranises shattered, ' the pledges end the declerations 

ani the commissions, Yihe.t ... ith the pertition of their tin.,v lani, \'iret \~ith their 

superhum'1.n"resistance to the Arab hordes - ti'Ey rejected the c-ounsels of despair 
and \~ent.uro build a bright net' nation ··J;hich is e rcliation of hepe to all free men. ~ 
m::Q brillicntly testified t.e. the breve decleration which Ernest Heming\l~ rowe 

in his ne..aest novel, the declaration that ''lI-i an is not made for defeat . A men 

can be destrop.ed, but not ~efe8ted.'f 

1>14l>-<'H ...... ~F~'~i.e_~R ... e-~!:"' ... ~· .. No~ there is no place in the liws of rur people , 
for either trn tkiah, the e:x~raae of joy, or ahvariI!l, the e:xtrerre of grief. ':ie 

are eS;:Iaatially a people of truan, a paop19 or elBrtrass, of b61e.nced end steady 

This sense of balance predominates the moed of our High HO~~3Z Days . 

Rosh Hashanah which we begin to celebrate this evening is festive without being 

foolis.hly jO"Jous. It is at the sa!re time serious .... ithout being ~· Ilber. In the 

book of Nehemiah , the revival of this ' festival afte r the laps.e of the Babylonian 

Exile, is described. Nehemiah celled upon the pople both to rejoice end to repent. 

As the Telmtrl ll!l.ter put it, !'chetzyo las rem, chetzyo lochem, om-half· to Gro , 

one-ha·1f te Yell." 'rhUS, the lU]II~:X serious malr..dies nf Bosh Heshonah call us to 

penitence and dsdication9 evan 6S \~e c.nticipate 'liith t:m delight the advent of 

ti"B Ne~"j Yeer. 
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1r.mong the festive notes of this day are the cust ClllS calling for the eating 

of previous.ly untested fruits on Rosh Hashonah ani the eating of sp 'ples and honey 

in 'token of tm coming of a sweet, ne,~ ~e !n'. The practice "of sanding greeting 

carEls helps to pre pare us for the exalted mood of the holidays. In truth, if 

y~ compara the J a\~ish celebration of Rosh Hashana '.'Iith the hilarity gena·rally 

associa ted \~ith the usharing in of e ne" year, you ,realize tht'lt our Sages were 

indeed masters of the art of noble end .bf..lanced living. 

This sense of balance, ' this stetJ'ring cleer of extremes of thought 8.m 

feeling, runs through our entire relig' ion and history. It is. a sens:< and a logic 

Vi hich must bect'l!e part of our peraenel lives. 

~'le, as individuals, C b rlnot ellOJi OUrSel/8S to ovarin:iu~8e in extremes. In 

,these difficult times, it is Qj~ wrong, ~Ulltx.z.»allD.x for us in cur personal 
testing 

lives to try to esc.ape the/~ realities of every d8¥ livin.g by reckless 

enj oyment of phys1.cal ani sensuous pleesures.: Il'lB re are far too ms.l"V of us \~ho 

"-
heve y<ieldad to e · \~1iY of thinking ~hich seys th:! \~or1d is too big for us, too 

t 00 d8n~rous 
Cmlp18,X, too remote/-- there is nothin!! else for u~ to do rut to hide a>'l~ in 

our plush and cozy c oc DOns to li VB out LI-).e re st of au r d BY S. 

The other form of escape is equalJ..¥ \~.rcn8 and, id.deed, pote nt"iall,y more 

dengerous to our survivel. 1.nd thet is the sudcumbing to despondency, s~eing ooly 

bleckIl9SS in the ,~orld, ... ~e '.'iant to becone nihilists, ani yield our lives to the 

> > \Z""Hlt) 1iJ-~ "''''1--- .e.r 
suicidal impulses which hnger In every man. 

If ,,.19 are ever to achieve true mental happin%'8s, \~e cannot for a maDdnt 

afford. 
~ 0 > 0 6"(1; ,~ 

to either~indlifferentf\t.;!f"ou~ petson2.1. problems em our relation to 

the Yiorld, nor can \~e reject our role ani ow· 'relation to life. Just es in 
r,.... 11... ~ ~{'--&.. 

politics tre extremes of reection and isoibet ,ionis.m ~miefi -1'3 iQci.sat:3a to pur 
~ 
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f""ih plO'Ilnc1el gtlo\"lth ani happi.~ess to the tote l disregard of tbe~-t_oi"t"11e 

~ and on the other hand, the extremes of raciicali3miiLidl lat:hLs:3ly tlt11 sue 

. " . 
thejr nJin fullilment regriEF'9:1es3 ef ih? hrvoe B:l:lB: tellOJ l~lw:£llt iR tLe l1:t!IL\( HveS> 

. 01 OthOIS t just as these e;-:trene;; £ire unsuiteble for sane livi.ng in this century, 

so these p; rsonsl attitudes of over-cnd-unre&listic joy am b:r1l:i gidUE1 lniugl,ence 

am over-6l1d-equally-unre <:;.listic gnrlZb.XX grief errl self-eb81don ere untenable 

for eI'\I proper ed~ustment to mcdern life. - . ~ . 

J...>Ui that is ~ before \~e seek ()uithe more profound me6il.1..ngs of 'Rosh 

Hashona.'I1:ik.U \.e , first ereap its moed, its feeling , its ce,d;ence. ~'-hen ,,, .. he""r 
'" 

t he" notes of the shofar, '.~e yield not to, vice nor to unrest-ri:lined jO'$o ":le realize 

a steediness, .... 9 knC1.~· v,e stam in judgtnent befo1'3 the AJ..mi@lt~ end. althoUgh. 

in his sig.ioJ.t \~e ere not· pure we still 6.re not brak:en in 60.11, for \,ith the 
of 

souniing of the TFUAH notes v.;e are at once atare/ani \~e ·knm the p·(J\')er He hl;iS pl:aced··· 

,-;ithin us to find the \'lfiS to e firmer and more steed.fl:l.st path · i"ri lire. · 

This ~9 the moid of the enHre hol.y-d~ perboo., even of YOII!. Ki·ppur, for 

meals . .; even as \~9 serve him on Yara Kippur ··by fasttmg. The stot; H. told of 
.. . , '. "'. .,~ 

in fact on the eve of 1an Kippur ',';e are called upon to serve God by eat i.D.g goed 
~ . 

"Rabbi Levi yitabhek of :2erdichev th~t on the nig"lt of Kel Ntdre ·he inquired al"cua 

if there '!:ere sny inebriates in the Syn egogue. lie .... f>.S asst.red there \,<ere n.one. -Then 

·tffi sa.nt ,'1h o \'ias noted for . plee.dine in tehald' of lsreel, lifdlea. his e~' as · to has.van · 

and. cried, "';he 1'8 else. C· lloi, c0';11d ;)< ou find a people \'iho do not· ge t drunk even · 

on- the 9-~' ·,t;hen it is a mitzvE.h toest and drink.;' 
. .. , . 

It is to such a pe.ople \~h9.se . ~eJl~es . are clear of intoxication tret 

·F.osh Ea,s·po.Il9.h di.~E;cts .'i"t's · m?.od1t~~· . 

. , ; . 
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ani e~y:' "It 1s the end." What with all the promisee shattered, 

the Le~gUe of N"l·tlQne,. the Bal f our Declarat1on, the ploedges of the 
, , 

BrItish Labor Party; th~ Am<:';lcan pol1ttcal partIe's a -rid pres.ldents 

from Woodrow Wilson :boo .'~ruman, what .w~th the repo~.ts of a twenty-one 

commissIons, 'then 
. t. · 1 

/: ,, ' 

attempt' to ' par~ltlon t ,helr land', again und,er 

th~ part1t1oI) of their t"iny land, " and now the 
, , 

the impact of thed, ath 

. of Cdunt . Ber!ladotte:; m;r how many times the'y could have eu cumbed 
. " I . 

to shvar1m, to grief. , But ,there is their answer in the words of . . . 
reb Lgvi of Berdltchev: "La Azuz Mikan,i · ,we shall not move from here, 

we a;re, tired. 'of tears and beggIng, ' we are a pro~d· . people, Rnd yo':! 
, " 

shall not move- us t:'rom -here even if you flood ·ue with the e waters 

of the Jord~n or burn us under ' the cedars of lebanon •.• With our , . ' 
, 0 ~'-- , , 

and 'with our. bare 

'-. 

bare hands we , drove b,ac k t~e sve .. n~ist'at'S"B , jJ#(~£~,:e, 
hands wl,ll we reslst th~_ m:\chlnattons of Be.vln: and 

;'.J ,~ '-t 

hie dastardly .' ~ 
foreign offlce. 

And we can, belie:ve th~m _,. ou'r brothers in Israel. \t{e ' need not sound 

the . no~.ee of ehvarim for them, . . for . see of what they are made. ' Here, 

Q dispatch f r om ,Hagana : H'Q's 1.n Jerusalem. ' I re,,!'jl it, the story of a ,. 
child of new Israel : 

, , 

, 
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No ehvarlm, no,grief. No, there 1s no place in the lives of 

our people .for, either. the tklah, extreme of' joy, or shvarlm, the 

extreme of· gire!'. -We are assentia'llY ~ . people of truah, a people 

of alertness, who" r::sp ::. nd to" the shrlJ..l notes of truah whether . 

. 1n the Warsaw Ghe-ttp, the concentratIon camps, behind the fences 

of Cy~ruB lele, or lylng'~ , ln ,the ' hill's of' J~dea. ::. ' .. ' 
' ." . ' . - . . 

Thisl 1s the 10glc t~at has' ~n ~hru . . tapestry '~f: our etDDY like 
, 

a strong unbroken ' thread. It. -ls a logic which must become 

part of our own para.anal I1ve8 ·. h~re, now. , . 
~re - , as individuale, cannot Rllow ourselves' to be swayed by the . ' . 

1ir-"vA. . melod1es'o:f jo'y or. of S:r::-i.ef. In our 'own personal, lives 'we .must 
ItoV" -
~. ./' never exult too much a~ become lost'. in our ~iultatlon; 'nor nrust 
\,~~ rI"'" /' . . . 

. . JJ ··w,e grieve over much, a·nd lose our sense of balance' in despa·~r. 
~ . . 
~ We mus.t B;lways k!'; ep aur heads, .!\ lways tread the mldd leo path a.r . . . 

'trU~h, of aleb:tness. 

And so must it be for the wor~~ ~t large . It is folly, dangerous, 

for us ·to. cl~p .our·. han4s 1~ joy ' whe-n ' the Ul':).lted Nations achieves 

one happy decision; it 'is equ~l _ftolly for us to .wring our hands . , . .., ' 

in 60Dro"; when the' United t:~"tlonB ' is beset with conflict and 

ral~ers, tempora~llY. For this ' 1s our ' lA-st h?pe, our last cha nce, 
. . . 

and we must give our clear thinking, . our level mi nds. 

Thererore, when we sound our shorar ~n but a few .mom~ntB) we trumpe1 

forth t,o the 'I-.1orld our message of truah, of alertness. It is 

unfortanate that ur:tl1 this ' day, xl! mankind has looked onto this 

scene of our g'therlng here - and SQUMlng the sho'far like the' deaf . . 

man who beheld the scene of .il group of people dancing :togetber 

to the tune of a song. The ·man was' deaf and eQuId not 

m~slc'and so he said: IIThea6 people are fools; look at 

in the streets". He was deaf and not hearing the mus1c 
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them id1ots. So mankind. Until now, fhroughout the . centur~ea, 

t ,he wo l~ has looked on, " {ind c~uld not or did pot hear the musi c 

we ' Bound here, the music of the shof,ar, ' the tru~h. ,' 

~ It 1s our fe!'gent hope that th~ deat"'ness . r mankind shall Boon ·glve 

way tp a ~earlng of 811 the ' Bound we sound here, a nd 'that the notes 

. of the tru!th, of alertness shall p~erce thril the eai'drumB of· all men, 

so that 1n our time 

powerful me.seage a:f 

thr. truah .gedolah, the gr~at 

t~ah sh~.iJ.. -be'f1 fro '~BF~lt 
sound of " the 
. . . 

the un! ve rse and 

peace and, underetand.1ng 'sh~ill ClllllUX be" ,heard thruout the land. 
, 

, . 
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SERMON II 

r~hroughout the long stretch of history have had a 

symbol such as the SHOFAR. It 1s doubtful whether any people have 

had a symbol which has meRnt as much as the shofar has to the Jews 
long & varied At 

throughout their ]l'lI.X existence. U Mount Sinai, when the l;g , ifi 
l..l1erore J;he !.ord 

Israelites had assembled lR;¥saf aId ,&el the shofar heralded the 

giving of the Torahj throughout the centuries of Jewish life in 

Pal?stlne, the shofar served as an alerting instrument, ~.rouslng 

Jews to do battle in defense of their. homeland; it served as well 

to ~nnounce the procure~ent of peace - and then, the destructl~ of ----
the Temple; and following the exile into Babylonia, it trumpeted 

the ca~_r.e.turn __ ~ the Holy Land-. 

For more than 2,000 years A 
The Shofar has signified peace & war;'destruction & reblrt~ 

harmony & strife. It has not lost its significance, .even in the 

xxmmtBx«rK,26th century, h~re and now. The call of Isa1ah, & Ezeklal, 

& JF!remiah have as much mea Yli ng and message .for us gx:kk!!lX'Ifd:xi a.ssembled 

.nl," here on Rosh Hashanah ' I as 1t had for our ancestors "')00, 500, 

1,000, & 3,000 years ago. 

~ , 

The ~e Isa1ah said: 

~~Ii':> .... =-? 'qf fl,u.t.!'1 
... ~fqJ> Y/V" (eln:. 

,.' "~..r~1 ,. .q>I/~:> 

~ , 

The great sh6fR.r srL"\ll be 'sounded and the.y that are diepersed shall 

• I , ' ~ 
worship God at Jerusalem. With that pronouncElICent, ~ the year 736 S;-C;J 

, S~ ... utt." ~,b -'~t ~.~ ~ --l..c. 
the 'visionarY I.a~~hJ ~r.!'dicted that ,Which "p?~, , 'take~place 

~ f...... ~..JH ..... .t..\.v.... / 7w ..... .£...- .~ t.-I. ~ ...... ~ ~ .l.C. l~~ r~.·"""", 
in our t1me~ For, in, a matter of' days, the United Nat,ion,s Gner81 Assembly 

will entertain the :f'lnal dissolution of' the Palestine problem, IDul 
, ;l.{I2.~ i,,-" /-v-" , I~f J S i>{; IVw,,-\, ,(~~,.;" 

in light of thefI6COdUlllfnltat-1:0ns l'ff'--n~e~~rlllJtl-coUD:-..t"1 _? e .OiiiiU.~~on. 

And 80, the shOfar today mO':9than eve,r spells O)lt dr~'"!!t~cally 

the Yom Radin Of Eretz Israel,'· ter in " . acco:rQanc~,!,:l.t;n Jewish tril itUiD--' 
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(" 

When the SQCre~ShOfar 1s sounded throughout the world, we can 

but hope that the UN, the conscience 01' mankind, will. be moved to make 
~ t'tt. ~A fed .... hi ~ real the prophecy 01' Isai~ that : they, that a e disper ed shall worship 

God at Jer1l.salem in theJlr own hOmel!llld1 \w,t ~ ~GlM\ 

But the sho1'ar signi1'ies something more to we of 20th century 

America. The tlaettag notes ot the 
• f.:t wU'-

8~cred ram's horn sounds/ the message 
Ot\tt~~'4,~ 

01' Ezekiel, who said: 

"fi''''' 
.... Ie .... r 

pY'~ 

"When he saath the aword. come .,upon the 

.,A/c 

lend he shall sound the sho1'ar 

and warn the people." " 

This is 
ok'ok V ~ 

not' the sho1'ar 01' hoper( this is the Ghofa5 . 01' alarm, of alertJlJ 

01' warning. The sword of Which Ezek speaks may well be interpreted for 

American Jews 8S the sword of 
\W~th 

heads. The warning which Ezek 

self-destruction which bears down upon our 

aroused the Jews exiled in Babylonia 

1s the sel-same warning which Dr. Louis F1nkleste1n, JTS pres, sounded 
&- .,I.A~ W 
eevs=P) we ks ago. ~fter alert and thorough study of the American-Jaw 

scene' Dr. LF asserted that our CODDllun1ty 1s certain to undergo Wlless 

we damn back immediately the present swi~ling tide of conversions and 

intermarriage - and stop the ebbing flow of self-hatred and apathy toward 

Jewish life which courses thruthe veins 01' the average J\lI1er Jew. 

Indicative 01' the ailing, pathogenic status of our community. is 

the list of best-sellers Which ~ mirror the conditions 01' our 

own microcosmos, our own society. Look at what is representative of · 

J\lI1er-Jew life today: Wasteland, FOCUS, Earth & High Heaven, Gentleman's 
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Agreement. Each of these lIterary efrorts yktBk paint ·the ·eanv8J 
• 

of Jewish lite, depieting it as a maze of neurotics, mentally debauched 

persons, WhO~hO they are, where they are from, nor where they 

are_g~ing. EaCh of these books ~ distilled Judaism into a concentrate 

of ~~~rmarr1age or anti-semitism. No Dna of these best-sellers on 

ADler Jew life present a poeit1te approach to Judaism. K r . , . . '. "-- +w ~ 
1 _ _ ~ h.J ,J..J q u..-.",- ... . 

II..... ~ ,....,. ~ .:., "'- ,(v-" of -1....". ~ , 
~ ~ loW- f1,:.. And yet -- perhaps ,heBe autRe"s ArC;,,;oMoec' in tl1.&ir portrayals. 
~ only 

.. por certainl-y -it 8eems that %loa Jews today are knit together by the .r:; , 
'ff-.;.I, 

frail and frayed thread of anti-semitism. Snap the thread of anti-semit 

and it would seem the entire fabric would zat fall apart. 

Por this state of afta~8 we can be tbariktul but to ourselves, to 

our spa.thy, to our neglect &: d1sregard. 1s prec1sely because we 

ourselves wreak our own decima tion aa a ity that this fact is 

of self-annihilation in the so painfUl. The rabbis expressed the 

parable of the iron bar and the /lree (t'ell story) . 
.fc.... t\tJ 4.c.... . h ~....:..", ... L 't 

'"'. ..... - , ....... I- .,__ ;t. ~ ~ e..-
"Tree: That 1s Why I t;z:.<j,lfible t' ...c.....-... c.- ...... ~ " 
And tha t 1.&-..... 'v I express this fear today. We will oause 

our own ..... "'nfall. by loosening our roots in the rich 80 11 of trsdi tion 

nourished ~nd sustained us. 
r~~.-;;« OS ........ «.«4 ~~~~ 

CAS ammuni ty" t a"a a. linlE h:;;US lOilg Cham 01 JewiSh ... ~~~ ~ 
~S~BZJ, we have contrlbuted/~lttle to Israel's ppol of heritage . 

Vlhen asked what has AmerIcan Jew given to Israel'a storehouse 

ot knowledge, Solomon Schechter, ssid: look at the page of the Talmud: 

V'< '-- ~~IL-A - 11' -; I. 
We have taken little and we have given little. ABut no 

~ 

culture or civilizat.on can exist in equilibrium, sta_/is, status quo. 

Unles_ it is s dynamic Civilization, unless it grows and enriches lltself 

and its adherents, some one will inev1tably _ufter. And someone has: 

(MisSionary tale) 
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This may be considered an extreme oaS8. But there are others: 

l()Daddy, how old doe\ on~ have to be bef'ore one becomes a Jew? 
1'-'" u eI .. 1,,,fL'-r ~ .... """"'"'" c.. ... ~o---

2 )Jew who alienated s~,lf, found in kosher restaurant. Why? 
_ ...... $\ 

Today 1s !auks: 's ~hrzelt, didn't know wBht to do, came here. 
~ .. -.. , .. 

Thiase are tragic tales \ Of people who have lost .themselves, Who 

~\ 
/ 

~ ,""",A~" ,. feu", e ." Aj.. . 
are groping, Whet 1s the cause? 

\ 
Hillel, the sage, sa'ld this 1s the cause: We wBsh, clean, & 

beautify our Temples, bpt how much attention do we give to the 

Temple of the soul? 

But to many the're is no need for the temple of the SQ·ul ... 

Judaism is a burden~ell' to those .who regsrd our rich and 

fulsome heritage a burden loan but give the reply the rabbis 

gave: Moses, golden CB~\ 
~let without letters 1s burd n, cultura without knowledge 

\ of it is burden. 

Whet is solution to this most pr.essing problem which confronts 

us? How ' c~n We reinVigorate our generatIon with understanding 

and appreciation of it. at bountiful legacy~ 

"Here 1s the answer: It 1s said that Moses, golden calf, 

broke tablets, get new tablets, inscribe old ·lO commandments 

Take new tablets, new gen,erat1on to schools, synagogues -

inscribe upon their hearts old commandments.No problem of burden, 

why I am Jew, where am I from, to where am I gOing? 

There is one more taie Which brings out in sharp relief 

the essence or this sermon. It is the story written by the ,,<4._ 
~ writer, Maurice Maeterlinck, and it is known atl the 



Bluebird. 

(story) 

Like the little boy, we Jew. have heard the trill of 

forelgn culture., foreign ideologies, and we have become so fascinat 

ad with their melodies tnat for . centuries we have wandered in 

pursuit in forests. We have becom~~~~and bruised, and 
. ~ , 

beaten. It i. time now that we he d th call of the shofar,-&-

kLlt1 of 8ell-,s call ~~"*' iA8"-~_ ;;;eecbea Us to take our hdil 

children by their hands and together come back to our own garden 

there to f~~ our own bluebird - and in finding ourselves we will 

8S wel~r;~d ~ new year, a new 11fe resple~d ~ nt with hope in 

ourselves, in our future 1mr: -BOW 2nd .eyermoP'e. Amen. 

i 



. ' From: Meyer F. steing~ass 
Direetor of Public Relations 
Al~ICAN FINftNCIAL & DEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATION .FOR ·ISRAEL 
J.20 BroadWay, New York 5. N. Y. 
Rector 2-9500 

FOR YOUR ROSI HASH(!IAH ISaJE 

THE NEW YEAR IN ISRAEL 

Rosh Hashonah is B colorful season of the year in IsraeL The poorest man 

will have steamed himself in his bath, shined his shoes, arrayed himself in his 

finest--to attend synagogue. Scores of temporary synagogues spring up for the 

Holy Days. In Jaffa alone, twenty-two new temporary places of worship were 

improvised for the High Holy D~s last year. In Tel Aviv, some four hundred 

places of worship were required. The Negev outpost, Beersheba, where Abraham 

worshipved, held services at twenty-two places. In the Maabarot, occupied by 

new immigrants who have not yet acquired permanent homes, large · tents are impro­

vised into houses of worship. 

On the first day of Rosh Hashanah, the streets leading to the beaches are 

jammed as thick as Main street on election night. The religious Jews are 

journeying for the Tashllch cererno~ to cast their sins into the water. 

The varied services of the many types of synagogues · themselves add to the 

symphony of Rosh Hashonah~ The Chassidim, arm in arm, dance, while the dev.out 

Yeminite, during the entire High ijo~ DB.1 service, scarcely moves a muscle, his 

eyes steadily concentrated on the words of the prayer book. Easily distinguishable 

from all the other synagogues are the places of worship .of the Jews from Salonica 

who have always loved brightly colored exteriors for their s,ynagogues. 

Rosh Hashanah 15 a time of spiritual stock taking, but it is inevitable 

that at the beginning of the year the minds of many will also dwell on what the 

year has in store in a material way for Israel. 
I 

The year that is ahead will see Israel for the first time· c8l1hing in on the 

treasures ·of the Negev. Little more than four years ago, when the Isr~el·is were 

fighting in the Negev, there was no knowledge of the presence of the copper, the 
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phosphates and the kaolin which have since been found. 

American Jews who have bought Is'rael Bonds may pride themselves on having 

contributed to the discovery of these resources. It has been Bondmn87 which has 

carried the mining operations to their present stage. 

Israel Bonds have been proved a good in­

vestment qy What they .have accomplished in the field of phosphates alone. Bond 

money has built a factory to turn these phosphates into the rich fertilizer demand2d 

by farmers allover the world. Yields of crops have been multiplied three or four 

times by" their addition to tile so11. 

The new year is eXpected to witness the first export of copper from Israelis 

mines. Mining operations are now going forward on a vein of 100,000 tons of copper. 

I t is' hoped to begin this year with the export of ),000 tons, and to build up 

gradually to 10,000 tons a year. 

A large ceramics factory in Beersheba, financed by Israel Bonds, will make 

dishware, basins and bath room fixtures, and all ·kinds of glass articles, from the 

kaolin and sands of the Negev. 

The great $.64.00 question this year 1s whether oll wul be discovered in 

Israel. Host of the experts are guardedly optimistic. The report of' the American 

petroleum geologist, Ball, concludes t hat "each of the eight geological provinces 

in which the land is divided has oil possibilities. II Most promising" it holds, "are 

the foothills of Judea, the costal plain and the Dead Sea area." Drilling will 

begin t his year, and we may know before another Rosh Hashonah rolls around. 

Right now, the truth i.s, Israel is more immediately interested in finding 

greater quantities of a more common resource-water. Neighboring Iraq, it is true, 

gets most of her income in royal ties from oil. However, a land can exist and 

prosper without oil, but it cannot eXist without water. 

The New Year will see the completion of the giant irrigation project, 

financed by Israel Bonds, which will bring the waters of the Yarkon River to the 

dry land of the Negev. Thanks to irrigation, the new year will undoubtedly also 
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see the vast extension of agriculture. The past year witnessed the harvesting of 

an immense tract of 600,000 dunams of Negev land which Qad been eowA .. i.t.h .4l'atn. 

This l.arge grain crop indicates in turn, that there will be ,more chicken 00 the 

table this year. Thegrains will supply the fodder, lack ~r which has seriouslY 

hampered poultry raising in the past. 

The city of Haifa expects to take great strides forward during the coming 

year. Port facilities are being enlarged ania neW' industrial zone created, 

financed b.Y Israel Bonds. 

Many an~ varied have been the ideas about the evolution of Israel's econOlll1. 

Theodore Herd in his day foresaw' the Jewish State as developing specia1 industries, 

such as !efrigeratlon, designed to make t he warmer countries of the world more 

habitable. Herzl fore&aw that :the .pressUre of .population.would. require tha~ the 

neglected areas ' of': the~-warld be 'brought . to their .fuil potentialities. It; was " a" 

provision of Americals Point Four program. 

Some have f oreeen Israel developing as another SoIitzerland, her economy 

resting on skilled craftsmen. The recent establishment of the Bulova Precision 

Tool Instrument ComPany in Israel is in line with this thought. 

Some, looking to the rich chemica.l treasures of the ~ad Sea and the 

chemicals recently discovered in the Negev, have thought of Israel as a great 

center for the enlarging field of chemical industries. 

The future 1s likely to be a composite of all these things. IsraelIs 

citizens have been assembled from all parts of the world. Its geographic location, 

standing on the bridge between Europe, Asia and Afric~J also gives it something 

of a cosmopolitan character. 

The future may be seen in the dynamic prefj:ent of today, for even now Israel's 

industrial life is high~ diversified. Continued large-scale investments through 

the Israel Bond Issue will make the coming year. a time of great growth in many 
• 

vital sectors of the count~'s econo~. 

#H##### 



;H n':1 , 
BETH EL CONGREGATION 

AfNiated with The United Synagogue of America 

HILTON & DORITHAN ROADS 
BALTIMORE 15 .• MARYLAND 

Dr. Jacob B. Agus, Rabbi 
Saul Z. Hammerman, Cantox 

liBERTY 2-7603 UBERTY 2-7697 

July 28, 1955 

Rabbi Hare H. Tanenbaum 
Executive Director 
Synagogue Council of Amer1ca 
110 west 42nd Street 
New York 36, New York 

Dear :t-r...arc.: 

Mrs- Sadie L. Abramson 
AdmiIlWt.rative Secret0.r7 

Ene~05ed is the schedule for the High Holydey 
Services Hhich · Rabbi Agus has asked me to _send you. This, 
of course, fol101-15 the Silverman Prayer Book. 

I hope you and your wife have a verY happy trip 
and all experiences be pleasant ones. 

SLI./fde 
Encl (3) 

Sincerely you!'s, 

)~ ~,~ocr----
(Mrs.) Sadie L. Abramson 

Administrative Secretary 

itA living faith works-A working faith lives" 



.. . 

, - ... ' 

-----'-'"' . _ : , . 

, .- ~ . ~, -, ,' - -. . -- "' " - . , 
. .,. , .. 

A 

I- /1 
.' :-..!... .. ~ --' ...-\\9' 

·' . - ' . 



PILe. 110 •. 

89 

99 

.aaolg!!ment " 

8m 
t;.t day - lIDoh BuI_ 
~e.cIay - Sopt ... bo,. 28. 

19840 

L'al "Oraoh Din (opon AriI:) 

'l'OIWI SERVlCIlS 

AiD Iomooha <_ Out toraha) 

Gabboy1Jil 

Coha1n 

let I!ogbah 
~Uleh 

Uaft1l' 

103 2nd I!ogbah at aiileh 

122 M ilo.ok 'l'ol'Qhs 

147 l1'usalm8toket (Open Ark) 

lIi 9 Ola1ma (0i><B! Ark) 

1'18 Taiy.,. 
~.a1m> (Open Azok) 

Altol'llatea 

Seat -

I 

0" 

, 



' . '" I __ 

!la7 SIre" 

SECOIlDDAY .. RosH BASlllllIA:i 
11c.tn.."a..y. 8eptio!:lbor 29. lR 

89 tt6i OroobD!.n ' (Opan Ai%) 

.i!6' ~U t!a1kmiaCClMIAI'k) 

1'ORAn BEiiiV 10 ES 

97' A1n ~Iit> ' Cfotro 01Ifi i'o~) 
CIIl1>bo7ID 
Colla,in 
1ai.v1 

110 1st llagbah !l Clll1ah 

LIAI"fDI 

in 2nd Blgbeh t; G1Uah 

122 PUt 1Iaol: io1'<llul 

147 l1 ........... nt\lkllf 

:189' o2a1Di , C 0J/GII.6rk) 

1'13 lIn'Y ... 

~- COpan liI'k) 

~ 

iIJIIJO -

~. 

,. 

--

C. 1: 



.... \. '''" 

lWie No __ 

227 
288 

1 9 6 " 
yO!! I!IFPIJIi. m 

IIDLD 'fOIIAI!S 

ya1alBh (OpEin Ark) 
sO_KOiaiiD.. (OpeoAr~) 

tal! XI-PI'CR DAY 
286 L',,10J'1iChD1D (OpEiilArk)· 

298 Ilc!- lt~lBi"" (Op.nArk) 

'lO!lAII SE!!V1IlBS . 

806 Ai.n lto"""llla(""'a Out TOl"ohs) 

GABBOYn! 

308 C.balD 

lain 
1. 

2. 

8. • 

40. 
313 1st IIagbOt.& Gll~h 

313 

3154 
857 
366 
1591 

402 

IW'tm-

Zed ~~ & 0111eh . 

IUt Baok torahs · . . . 
11 II' SAl! !Ill ~OKEl' 
01.... (Open AIk) . 

50_ ltolenu (Opan AN) . 
ml.'YOil . (open Ark) 

. " . 

. ~ ~ Out T1'mlla 
GABBO'lDI 

411 

'10 
413 

coliaSn 

wVi 
MAPT;QI . , 
liagbohll G~h 

IUt IIaok tol"ahs 

. . : · W""e SOIlt . 

-:' 



.... ,' " 

, n LIFTING THE IRON CURTAIN" 
4- R.osh H<'I. sht',nah Sermon 

~ by R;,bbl, Hyman' R. R.p.binoNi tz 

(0"1 it ""}Fi"" ; .C:;'·i1?t-l · l·~l tl:J~J·; i. ~·7"'1::';·~ l'j1 o:;"ril :'; .1}1 · 1m ":J 

1 • . No' figure of s-peech has taken such .deep roots in .the,American 
'mind as the felici "taus exp:ressl.O!1' of Vli'nston Churchill, "The 
Ir.;n Curtain'. 11 . The. 'term ap11eC'!.rs . in the dE.ily ne,,!spapers, 
over the radio, q\nd even a movie under this cCl.ption was shown 
throughout the United St<'?tes. 

2. The Iron Curtain denotes exclusiveness', de.te_chment, sep.1.ration 
. which RUEsia has been practicing for the. pG.st thirty years. No 
visi tors allowed to enter, no RUSSian ·is perrr_~ tted to leave, no 
outside ne"ls::Japers, no ro13-dio broadcas.ts ," in a word no .contac,t . 
~with .the, It contaminated capitalistic f.olOrld. 1I 

3. Story told' recently of a Russ.ian dog yisiting England. He ' .. I1<?S 

met by an English dog at the station • . First question ask;;;d by 
the Russian 'dOl? was, 11"How \"Ia~ the bone ~i tuation in- Engle. nd. n 
nTerribly bad, sighed the English dog. "The master chetols the 
bones himself ~ w,e get nothing even of the scraps. n ~tHow i& i ~ 
in Russia?" SplendiQ., lie have bones piled up many feet high', 11 

. a'ssured him the Russian dog. IIIf so ', why did. you leave Russia.?11 
'acked the English dog. tI A fellOlrJ 'oIant,s to bark , sometimes I 

doBsn.! t he?n ., answ~red the ' Russifln ' dog. . 

4. The plan of detaching i tee'lf froip. the rest of the 'h'orld, l"e.;n t t 
original wl~h Russ.ia,!, China attempted it centurfes ago by con­
structing a Wall, the remnants 'of ... ,hich are s:till extant. T_he 
Chinese employed -physicE'.l mec_ns to keep themsel~~e.s alobf from 
foreigner~. Russie. dra.ws the ' Iron Curtain arouno_ itself by 
Psychologica,l mear\s. . 

5. The Iron Curt2.1n is of course ,f\ barrier to international peace 
and DJ".i ty. It is at the root of the cold war nm', going ,on be­
t;'t'een the U. S. and R.ussia. , , . . . . . 

6. The Iron Curtain however, is 'more than merelr a politica l c.on­
c'ept. It exists in our social ' life tode.y, .causing IDj,.sery, 
suffering and confusion. . 

7 •. ' First or" all ' let' us co~sid e r the Iron Curtain bet.ween man and 
IT1.an. The curtain 0sSu.n es at tim.es a religious. color[-1.tion. No" 
love lost between Protestants, Catholics, Hoslems-, etc. At . 
other times the curtain is r<:l.cif.l..lly painted. \'lhi te vs. Blacks, 
Yellov's a.nd Jews are ' often i 'nclud ed' in these 'brackets in spite 
of all anthrqpologic.al protestations no t,:]i thsta?'lding. At oth.e.r 
times the curtain is painteCl. eqonomically,' Capi talist vs. Pro­
letarians~ There is alwaYE a curtB.in bet"leen the natives nnd 
immigrants. Curtains eve:;'yl-Jhere , s~para~il1g man fz,:om l!la~, 
country from country. 
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8. Our prs,yer on this important day is . \lel1, phrased •. ngay they 
al.l become uni t 'ed to do Thy 1Vil:.. .It, , 

ll. 

13'; 

14. 

.111::n il~ij;J? nm~ 'i1;lJ~~ D7,1;) liJ}J'l 

We J as J.ews J natur2.11y suffe"r from these divisions J 20.8 l'!I.er".bers 
of the general .s·ociety.. ~ve s1..!ffer rellg101..<s.ly J rei.G'iaIlY, eoo­

.nor::ic .3.11y F.~nd socL.:!.11y. For centuries irJe "\-,rere kept detached 
from the ~'lorld at -lnrge; C'.na.. we ther.e:r"'or_e shudder at all 'Iron 
Curte..ins. - . . 

'I'here is ·:hm·Jev·er a specific Je'1ish. asp'ect to. this tr~gic 81 tua ­
t·lan, . which I wish to discuss Ni th you at Hmgth. ' -1 refer' to 
the curtain of inferiorl ty.. 'I'here ar-e unfortunately Jews to­
day l:Jho are' ash[.lJ!led of their Jeh'ish herltage, "Jh1ch they 
believe tC> be a burden r6.ther. then 8 .. pr~vilege. They' would 
like to live behind -the curtain, and not be identified as of' 
the stocle ·of Abrc::.han. Dr~ FInkelstein 'calieo. att'entlon to this 
sad · f.?ct in his, J1S.0.S. Call to American J 'ewry,U about a year 
<1.g0.. He su.bste.ntie.ted his observations fr.om many facts'1·,hich 
c[;".me to !'lis atte,l)tlon . '. " . 
?ecently a .Jew publi shed an e.rtlcl e in the Atlantic ' J-ionthly, 
under the ca-~").tion, _ n I Che_nged Ny N£I..!!le . 1I . He glories in· the 
fCl.ct that he' is behind an Iron Curtain. 'He is not known as' it 
j'Ei'i. This i 's th~ ' curtain of ::J_n .inferiori ty cOM:?lex~ 'He is 
de'e-ply ash.?_:Tl~d of his o'vm people. HE.ny a~en 1 t as frant with 
their admissions, but harbor the thought in their sicl>.;: minds ', 
of' how to become absorbed into the ~e"neral strea~ of hlfmanity . 

There is still another- Iron Cu.rt;:~in sep8.rfcting Jews from their 
God. 'I'here is a '<18,,.11 built betHeen Je't'H3' and · thefr religion. 
The Gallo,,? poll indi,co.ted that there are +es 's ,Jews attending 

/r~li'gious services prq~)o!'tionately'than Catholics and 'Protes - ' 
.tants • .vie are of all c1"enomina~ioris the lep._st resDonsive to 
prayer ' and, meditation . \'1e ;?.re a pr~yerle8s ' peopl·e . Ev,en 'wi th 
abbreviated.. -prayerbooks Jew,s pray, 11~tle, and ,CD.re little ' for 
religious meditations . . . 

Finally t here exists a curtain between Qurse.J,ves 'al/d our 
Children . Those who CO!!le f to ,services ' are e1 ther 2:.ged or m~ddle 
e.ged people. The. younger· ,,,-~ t is seldom. in attendance . Thc.re 
qee!TIs to be . a tacit understanding tha,f th:e tvlO sha),.l Jewishly' 
ne~Ter meet . This Iron' Curta~n is a menace to our ver:} future 
existence as 'Jm,m in this hind of fr eed0m . 

~ 
" 

SOi!!.e attempt to' cre-c:!::: 'the 'cvrtai-n by fQrc·e. Cracking 1s a 
l aborious ta.sIr., and not al ... ~'ayEl a: Huccess. What we need is ' 
'li~ting the cu_rt;::l.in'-

To this imDqrtant task the Je\"Jish Theological Seni':'nary has set 
i teelf for ma-ny· years , im-proving. its techniques as .th:e years 
go on. Sixty years ago the founders visioned the reuniop of 
parents [.\nd children under , the ' l:1.ng of Historic Judai.sm • . To 
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15. 

16. 

17. 

lift the curtain, the' founders e~bar~{ed on- the project ·of 
tre.ining young Anericem men for t i1S rabbina te. The modern, 
trained Rabbis· who are ,gr8.dc.ates from the Scml.nary effected 
the change for the- better ' in the relationship bet~,-,een the pass­
ing, a .nd coming generations. 

The Semin0ry further~ore is lifting 'the curtain of , ignorance. 
'The 'I",e2.cher's Instltut$, ~dult study cO'\lrses, extension' courses·, 
libr~ .. ry, mUS61..l.fl, nIl are techniqu-es .of dis~)elling the abysmal 
ignor8_nce which se)<:1.rates Je1w f -roro. their God and culture. 

Even nore effective is :the Eternal Li ght nrograms, . t-lhich Ij,ft 
the curtain of inferiority, under \-Jhich so r..any young Jey.ls 
~uffer i!ientL\l t .orture·. ,These artistLc presentations' over a ' 

, natioIl.:\.l hookU'P, ftll them ''lith 8. ' sense of :,Jride in their 
Deople: They l~?.rn many valuable facts culled from the, Bi'ble, 
T:;l.l!;lud . .0.nc.. rno(tern , Jewish experiences.' . 
These bror;:Act:\sts also help 11f,t tt:e curtain bet'l'.Jeen Jevls and ' 
their non JeHish neighbors • 

. The~! lear~1 "lhat.Je1-,ls are, ,D.no. vlhat trieir dreams and urges :2I.re~ 

The Semina.ry has exerted many .,efforts to lift ·the .ron urtai'ns . 
Their efforts. h.~ve 'oroved to 'be .succ·~ssful- a.nd of 'histo"ric 

· impo.r tance. l'hey stemmed the tirl~ of assi:nl·1ation arid 
estranGement frOi!! historic and tl~adi_ ti6n?. 1 Jud.aiem '·Jhich wer-e 
men~ced sixty ·years ago. > •• 

The SeElinar;S-" continues i-~·i th this · .':'.rduous "Jork, C':daptlng more 
a nd more effective techniques to lift the curtains of .igno.,.. 
rance·, inferior! t:Y J indifference. . , 

18. , The Seminary neec.s all the help TJorally and ' financially of 
la1 ty. They have' the plans, the }~nowledge, the 'means; but 
tl"?-ey need the s4-eel with which to forg~ the ,instruments. 

the 

Story told ·of High · Pr~,est who 'ver.t to the T·ernple the last night 
before it l'Ia,s destrqyeo. by · the Romans. The High Prief;t ~")rayed, 
wept, and fell e.sleep eY_"lf\uoted. In ·his dream he saN_the 
Temple swa,y, abqut to tiJnble over.. He p laced . all .his .... ?eight 
against the wall fron "'lthin~ but his ~·lelght was df "little . ac-

. count. He called. for help.. A l aY1!k1.11 'passed by, .and saw .the 
Temple shake J he ·plae-eo. hi's: HeiGht ·on the outs-ide wall) and: the 
combined strength 'of th·e High Priest .from v;i thin and that of 

t the laYm.:.n f·rOID wi thout.- stC'.yed the Temple. Th ~ structure re-
~ gained its composurP! ' 

2"0. ' Tha Laymen' from T.-:ithout :Juttinr; their ,,,,eight to th e Semine.ryd s 
efforts to lift the c urt2.1l1s, cail- aC 'com7)li~h miracles in s[\v­
ing ·Jel.'!ish life froJ"'. extinction and eVen more from a colorless 
-existence' • 



II AKEDAH and TORAHII 
Rosh Hashana.'1 Seminar,)>' Sermon 

by Rabbi So~ Goldfarb 

The Drama of Faith as it is unfolded in the life of A~raham, 
reaches its climax in the last ordeal, 1mich is depicted in ,the portion 
read this morning, namely, the Akedah. Ht;:!re our first Patriarch is called 
upon to ready himself 'for the supreme test, the sacrifice of his most be­
loved son. True 'to his God and faith Abraham responds even to this call 
with his wonted HINENEE. Indeed, not only Abraham, the father, but Isa'ac, 
the son, is, we are assured by our ancient rabbi,s, equaJ,.ly eager to, do God's 
will. 

A miracle occurs~ , Isaac is spared. The merciful ' 09rl of Abraham 
does not will to have his seed annihilated. Thus, tl}e father is permitted 
to return hQrne happy that his son , - his future - has 'been rescued .frorr. the 
flames of the altar. Thus Vie read \ ~'~ll ,,~ Cn'.lH :110'''\., And Abraham 
returned to his lads. The rabbis of 'old note here that Isa .. ac is not in­
cluded in the story of the return to Beer Sheba. They ask: n"n t~"il pn~"" 
And what has become of Isaac after that his life had been spared? 1Ihey 
ansW~t'{I "-1/1'" :;/N:r~..J31r '//)/& Abraham sent his son to stuct:r Torah in the 
School of Shem. 

Our sages, 'who were at horne in Jel';ish history and .steeped in cur 
tradit.ian, realized that sacrifice is a dominant theme in Judaism. The 
AKEDAH Ca.11e to represent this tragic experience in the Saga of IsraeL No 
vlOnder .the Akedah constituted one of the OpEming chapters of the daily prayerr 
Moreover, the ancient rflbbis ~ - wi th their keen psychological insight - recog~ 
ri,ized that t1!e drama of the sacrifice of Isaac met a deep religious need of 
the Jew throughout theages~ Here was. t he love of Israel for God .- ·a love 
unto death - vividly portrayed and historically foreshadowed. The rna.t:::~yr-
dom of millions of .J ews ' - young and old - throughout .. the centuries was re-
flected in the AKEDAH. . 

'Yet'this drama 'of faith and ma:rt~dom presented our forefathers 
with a danger and challenge. There was the danger that the role of sa:cri­
fice in Judaism would become predominant to the ,exclusion of other 'great 
values inherent in our faith. There was the challenge of retaining the ex­
alted spirit of KIDDUSH HA-5HEM in Je ... ish.life, 'and yet not yield to ' the 

.all too"'hwnan temptation of allO\~rng it. to ,overshadow ather significant and 
indispensable factors in Jew-1ish survival as .a people of faith. ' . -

The rabbis recdgnized the danger and accepted the chal~enge. They 
would not allow the AKEDAH - the epic lof Je'i/ish martyrdom - "to absorb all of 
Jewish thiriking "and feeling~ They would not have Abraha.-n ' and l;saac spen? 
~he rest of their lives qrooding over the frightful moment of the rendez-vo.us 
"W.'ith death. The air of the tl.KEDAH. must 'be cleared; the cloud of martyrdom 
has to be lifted. Father and son must leave the scene of the sacri.fice and ' 
move on to areas of nomal living. The story of Abrahar.:l cannot· end with ' the 
Akedah_. There must follt."1t'1 a rene't'ial of faith ~'Iith life - as with the iiving 
God throueh Torah. \ . 

'Thus our sages continue to press their wholesome point of view. 
nnJO;1.\ il'lnJ. "npCyi:7 '''.li:lJ. ~'t( · ll"'~ ... ~ .. , t<:Uq· '.::l iJi11:m ,r.HoI 1:J 

(":I ' ll ,"'.l.) .C'"S''' · ... Y·HD ",nit it~'~ "J"tt 1::::J"'!I' 
Abraham motivates th'e! sdnding -of Isaac to the Acadenw of Shcm to study Tor.3.h 
by saying;' "Seeing that my faith and my salvation came as a result of my 
devotion to Torah and its ethical precepts it is all the more .essential tha.t 
I make sure tha"t my seed ... rrr:I children and children's children - ... Jill not ' 
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desist from TORAII and MITVOTHII. Here we behold,the v.itality of Abraham's 
faith. He moves out of the valley of ·the shadow bf qeath to new heights. 
His faith, r einforced by the experien~e of the Akedah, leads him on to ·the 
life of Torah and to the To~ah of, life. 

- - - .- -
~ all the centuries represent rungs of martyrdom in the ladder 

of Jewish history 'surely the past decade could be represented by a "heav.en -
reaching ladder of Jewish martyrdom. The s-laughter . of 51;x: millions ·of ~ews 
is the Akedah of our age. The tragedy of -that slaughter has not yet been 
grasped. The smoke of" the crematoria still beclouds the "life 'of our genera­
tion. 

Jews -the world , over h?-ve naturally been stunned by the I~normiti 
of the sacr1fice of our brethern. Indeed, there was the danger tha·t Jewry 
might be paralized by ·this vast tragedy •. Suffice it to point out that­
practi cally. all of ·Jewish effort·, philanthropy and attention have been direct­
ed to the alley.iation of the Ir'isery of the SHEI".RI'IH HAPLETAH, }.he remnants 
of the slaughter. American Israel particularly has responded generously to 
the mq.ltiple- rieeds arising .from the · HitIer-holocaust. 

Yet there is nere· a chal\enge to. meet and a danger · to a.void. There 
is th.c danger that the .American Jew· overa.wed by the unpr·ecedented AKE1)A·H C?f 
European Jewry may become .paralyzed and refuse to. look avuiy from the scene 
of the crematoria. There is the dang~r that t~e Jew of· our generation Vlill 
forever live under the pall of the Hitlerian tragedy. Ther~ . is the dang~r 
that. no cause in - or for ;- Jewish life - will evoke the proper response 
on the part of the AKED_fLf.I - domi.nated Jewry: 

Here is the Challenge to Al!l.erican Jewry. Not to forget the Akedah 
of our age, nor to fail to aid the· brand salvaged from the fire. But rather, 
like· Abraham our forefather, to have the faith and the courag~ to move out 
of the .shadow of the Crematoria .to new·and great heights of positive Jewish 
living . Our first. patriarch Vla~ of a heart and soul which lifted him ou~ of 
the .. valley of· the shadm:.t of d·eath and moved him in·search of. a better and . 

· vlholesome life - · for himse]f .and his' se.eel. We must not allow our pattern of 
life ·to remain forever influenced by the tragedy· of. our era. We must de­
velop fortitude and wisdom to develop Jewish life in this country based on 
Torah and Mitzvoth.· .... . . 

A) 

B) 

C) 

The D. P. ' s ~e a good example. They develop institutions of 
learning in. their midst. 
Israel is a good example . Palestinian Jewry - indeed world Jewry -
took uh the· challenge of the age and rebuilt Israel ~ 
The - nllX'::Jt l'·bich r efer to the Akedah· are immediately 
folloYled' by the Shofroth r €ITltnding us of Matan Torah •. 

The Jewis-h The ological Seminary of Arrl€r·l.ca represents in this land 
the School of SHElL· It is the home of Torah, of Jev!ish tradition. Yet like 

· the School of Shem .- . -it includes ·the YAFYEFITO SHEL Y:!!.FETH - a .synthesis of 
the best of ·l..mcrica:1 ·c"lilturc 2nd Western ci.vilizatjon and the. accumulated 
genius of .1sr:aeL This Academy of Shem of this lend st2.nds ready to receive 
the Isaacs of this land _. and other lands .- for U:1e purpose of· continuing 
thc glory Of. oUr heritagc · in America. 
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(Elaoorate: :6n the v~ork of the "academic schools 
,of the Seminar,,-, Pac:i.;Iic Coast Univer..sity· of 
Jud,::oism, Etetnal Ltght, .Mus·€ul:" etc! s~r,,~sing 
the prLlT;acy of Torah in the building of an 
P..:iIeric-8Il Je:ri-;1.sh "Life). 

With Abra,.'f1am l et 'Us scy 'lnpcy~ -'i":l~ K~t~' O'l~ "','" H~'rv .,~ 
' .o"'~" '~ " tl) tHn., n:.:I1 ,) ' ,~ 1;>'DO 'nll~I)~' 1\"n~ 

Having experienced martyrdom ',',e will not p.lIo'll' our children to re!!laln 
insensible to' our Torah and its high ethicalv"ducs. That is the call " of , 
the hour. '!he call of 'the ShordI' - the r:emindcr of the AKED.I\H. 

' F 

" , 

" 

, . 
/' 



jOUTLnJE OF SERlLON ON S!1: I r ARY 

by Rabbi l~er s. Kripke 
Beth El Synaf,oeue 
Omaha, l·Tebraska 

THS FOUNDATION BENEATH 

I. The Atmosphere and the D(;:l!1_ands of the /" /\ )1) 1'"'jJ1 

(/ 0' ""Q. A. In the Mishnah the rabbis ask why jll., '- ~,,, precedes 
) IIJ t.. r) I" ,)J And they answel', the reason is ,that in order 

for a man properly to accept the duties of fulfilling the JI 13// 
he must first be able to accept that which is fundamental to 
the J} UjJ the belief in the sovereignt~,r of God. 

~,,, e. I'!t "'If )/. 'pD ,' ~'''''I' ~/JJ a/h,' j" Y, rt/"l- " , )/I, I( 
.~ 1,11., ' '" 1/ i);"'JJ 1'I)I.e.. "J/Jf)l fiy I'it J;:>p'e '3-"> 

_.J1 ./ J; J/ i .-' ,11 II 'Mishn~ ,B.er9ch~t 2.2 
i/')t.-ll C./ __ 6-'-t- / 3 a-

B. This sovereignt? of God, fundamental to the religious life, is 
the very theme of Rosh HaShanah. ~is thsile finds expression in 
the threefold stress of .....)1 '.J j).l (the Kinship of God), 
...} J) J )'...5 (God as Judge on the Day of JudP,Illent), and 

..J} J -171 e.. (God revealing Himself to men and offering the ·promise 
of redemption). 

C·.. It is apparant, then, at once that Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur 
concern themselves with the most solemn problems of life, with 
an earnest quest for a faith to live by_ 

1. These are no festivals of victory, no thanksgiving for re­
lease from calamity_ 

2. Th~ Days .of Awe have to do with the f,rappling of the human 
soul with its Illost e l emental problem. 

/ ' 
D. True, Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur aJ;'e , .. ·.~1 . i" ·).11 - but in 

a different sense from the )~ ,ft) ~>_~' 

1. They are a lso 1":/1") U P'P', Days of Awe, days in which a 
man must search his soul and analyze his own character, strip 
bare his heart and ·discover his motivations, his directions. in 
·life, his deepest yearnines , and sub~it them to test and judgment. 

a. The Talmud expresses it in terms of the llffiission of Sf.) 
)""f. ,1') ,)'· :-=1;iI · 'JaY.-,,")'\: .. ) IJJfu /)j}/( 1l'J;.,J ,,)( 
?I?;;l). {' ;>j) ·V)/{· ...J";Y' ;~I ) .' );:J ;')-,'e ./").M/( 

[i>c ' j ' /j ,i>l j 'Nfi» 1"./"" '?:;J"I.F"f> ' ,o>UI 
, Rosh HaShanah 32b. 

2. They are f '-;OJ C ./' . J- ' , true, but characterized by solemnity, 
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introspection, search of self' e The~e are the demands the 
High Holy Days place on the irldividual soul. 

E .. American Israel as a. l'ihole is faced "dth the Bame demands. It 
must face itself and judge itself in the same fashion. Is it ful­
filling its task '1 

II. Th~ Nature of Judaism. 

A. JUdaism is a people ' S Vlay of life,. 1) a way of life founded in faith, 
2) a'V/ay of life expressed in distinctive pra.ctices, 3) a way or­
life requiring the hif)1est possible standards of ethics_ in actual 
day-t o-day Ii ving • . 

B • . Thus Judaism strikes a balance, a magnificent balance between faith, 
practice, and ethics. It insists on all three, never letting one 
dominate.~(Rourhl?, parallel is thf rabbinic di~um, 

(fl '-)C/I JIll'Jl( }"I'I .')317'"( ,) btl ,),)Jjl,) f(J 
1. It never lets faith--mere relieious dogxr:a, abstractions of 

belief, philosophical and theological systems-- become the 
whole of Judaism. 

2. It never lets practice--formal worship, rituals, customs·, . 
ceremonies--become the vlhole of Judaism. 

a. See ho~ the prophets inveigh against formalism; e.g., 
the haftarah of Yom Kippur, on the purpose of the fast: 
the fast must lead to righteousness, concrete righteousness. 

J. It never deteriorates into a mere system of ethics, unrelated 
to faith and practice., for such a system can never really 
take root in the life of men. 'ji ithout faith a system of 
ethics loses its prime motivation; and without religious 
practice it loses its vigor anq. character, fading away to a 
pale, disembodied, semantic exercise. 

c .. Judaism's strength as a wajr of life, manifesting itself in the 
miracle of Jewish survival, is testimony to the value of this 
balance. (Roughly parallel-r.again,;is the Rosh HaShanah,.prayer; 

>i/clt 1')-> /1-') '1 !"AI, .,,>,) ,I.J p'.l'JJ /lp.fl i'l !,'~I.A") )-, i"" 
.' ./'rt ~·':>Y71 7/1}") JlIUtJ 

reverence, worship, and perfcnnance of God's wili). 

D. But American JeYlry finds itself in danger of losine t~is. balance 

IIr.· The Demands on American Jewry. 

A. American Je't-rry was faced in our generation with demands unparalleled 
in the history of Jewry. · In many ways we have met the test .. 

" 
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B. Lack of pr(!paration, suddeness -·with vlhich burden was thrust on our 
shoulders by history. COJ:lpare with centuries of preparation given 
to Babylonian, Spanish, and Polish Jewry. 

c. Hence the absence in American Jewry of the institutions of spi-

D. 

ritual strenGth, for earliest efforts were to sink -economic roots, and 
spiritual institutions f;ained strencth only lately. 

1. Thus American Jei!ry has met the economic test before it, but has 
failed in its task of transmitting its heritage and giving spi­
ritual sustenance to American Jews. 

a. If .'!e examine ourselves "e find American Jewry short 9Il 
faith, short on practice, excelling only i~ -g cJl .J!JWc 
and that in its narrowest sense. 

2. American Jeviry has a snperstructure of organizations J but we 
are lacking in the foundation, basic knowledre of Judaism, its 
sources, its history, its ethic, its world-outlook. 

3. The synagogue is the core of Jewish'life in America:. 

There is an imIl'.ediatn need for strenrthening 
tutions, the institutions that teach 
its schools, its educational prof-:ram. 

our spiritual insti­
-- this synaGogue, 

1. But we cannot lilTe in isolation; there is therefore immediate 
need to stren[.then similar institutio~s on a national level '. 
Our strength is most easily acq~ircd through those institutions 
from which we draw leadership, trained personnel, guidance in 
program planning, and, not the least, a sense of strength 
through organization, the association of like-minded Jews on 
a national scale. 

IV. The Conservative Movement. 

A. An attempt to build an American Judais8 on a solid, firm foundation; 
true to Jewish values, expressed in tenns applicable: to the American 
Jewish scene. It is embodied in: 

B. The Seminary itself -- the hub of the Movement -- its schools, 
museum, library, department of public 'information. 

C. The United Synagoeue --the orf,anization of synagogues -- interested 
in administrative problems, adequate buildings, education, yeuth 
work, pro7TaIDS of acti~ities and educational aids. 

D. The Rabbinical Assembly and Cantors' Assembly -- oreanizations of 
professional spiritual leaders -- to bring informed and expert 
opinion to bear on the problems of American Jewish life .. 
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The programs of those three- -- Sa~inary, United Synaeogue of 
America, Rabbinical Assembly and Cantorfl Assembly-- have 
already convinced us tl,at Conservative Judaism can lead American 
Jewry to a strong and a satisfyinr, spiritual life; but American 
Jewry will have t6 1·3~'l'n to support its institutions of the 
spiritual life. No organization in Jewish life, both on the local 
and national scene, sllffers lack of funds as seriously as the 
syna[ogue locally and r.ationally;~ yet no other can hope to do 
for American Jewry ..:hat needs to be cone. 

v. American Jewry's Task: Conclusion. 

A. American Jewry, examing itself on the Day of Judgement, must see 
that it has lost its b<.".lance and is in danger qf collapse. It 
has given all but exclusive attention to raising funds and rearing 
a superstructure of organizatiol'"ls. Those funds were desperately 
needed.. The need is not past. Denying those funds Vl.ould belie 
our character as Jews. 

B. But we need to shore up our foundation if the v/hole structure ;is 
to stand. '.:/e need a balanced Jewish life of faith, r eligious 
expression of that faith in practice, and the ethical application 
of that faith. And we must find that balance in the strength 
of this synagogue and its schools locally, and through the Seminary 
·and United Synagocue nationally. Failure to provide the funds for 
this work is to allow a weakened foundation to crumble, bringing 
disaster to the whole House of Israel in America. 

c. We must face this judgement on ourselves squarely. VIe have taken on 
ourselves the task of provider when Vie have not yet made provision 
for ourselves. It 'is to our credit that l!e acted with dispatch and 
with good heart. But now the time has ccme lvhen surely we must 
look to our own defenses as well. If "Ie are to assure a strong 
American Judaism, we must build the cultural and spiritual institu­
tions, that have always been Isr.:r:l's main support. We must con.sciously 
and conscientiously affirm the ) l{ '):.(. })J E. ,as the rabbis put it, 
before we can perform the tasks God assiQ1s to us. We must give 
strfngth and substance to those institutions that will teach us 

\ /l ., ~! 'i h ~ , that 'will instruct us and guide us in the 
balanced practice of Judaism. 



#1 - NEW FAITH FOR A NEW YEAR; BETH EL OF SO. ORANGE & MAPLEWOOD; RH-'54 

I - RH is holiday of Justice & judgment for al1peoplee, nations, govts 

-RH addressee itself to world 1n general & Israel 1n particular 

-On this evening, we recite prayers which are like other prayers of 

year in that they seek to st1mulate us a group to s trive after the 

God-like ideals of richer l1v,es, improved mental and ph,slcal and 

spiritual hea lt~, as well as for creative fulfilment of all our bas i c 

human needs. 

-But prayers we jo i n 1n rec\tlng this evenl~3 of the New Year differ 

from others; these are more intensive, earnest; they seem to compact 

all the dreams our prophets stirred in the visiQns of the world, dreams 
as 

of peace, righteousness, justice; our whole philosophy/toward life 

seemwi distilled in these prayers. And what is even more moving about 

thes e pra.yers is thi\t they appear to have }g immediate reverberations 

· in us, like an echo wh1ch returns to us bringi ng to us the shape of 

a new message, a new faith for a ·new year. 

_~.~_z::.:_~_ .suc~~m~e~~~..: ___ , .~c_. __ ~-' ---.-.-;----~. -~, _~ __ -', _ _ _ _ 
r--- Ha4idic rabb1, Rabb 1 Bunam sa1d: ON NEW YEAR'S pAY THE WORLD 

BEGI NS ANE\I, AND BEFO~,E IT BEGI NS ANEW IT COMES TO A CLOSE. JUST All 

BEFORE DYING, ALL 'llEFOWERS OF THE BODY CLUTIIH HARD AT LIFE, SO I-lA H AT THE 

w .... t..".. TURN OF THEX YEAR OUGHT TO CLUTCH AT LIFE ri ITH ALL HIS MIGHT AND '~IAIN. 
t> /Z-It ,_~.4' • 
~~- -, We need such a message to help us clutch at life 1n theBe difficult times. 

~ --) -That message it found in our Shemonai_~~~f RH; in it ·we find the word 

UVCHEN used 3 t1mes: 
! .- ! . <;.-=~. 

8: UVCHEN TEN :':.c_~~~~;e!) UVCHEN !EN KOVOD;6)uVCHE~!:.DIK::.~ 
-World is founded on these 3 uvchens; these are three nrlmary nrinclpl ea - -- . . --. .........,.~,.;~-, . 

taught by the Torah and our tra dit1on. 

\ \ Source y -FIRST ~HEN __ ~~.kB of feaR;, We pray to God .s the/iijl>%rU of Insp1!:at1on 

in the Universa, aad ~s the Supreme - Personality, to put fear into the 

hearts of all people so that they may unite to do his will with their 

whole hearts. 

• 
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-SECOND UVCHEN: speaks not sbout the world but about the Jewish 

people - that §od givep them GLORY & POWER -. . . . 
-THIRD UVCHE;, speaks of SIMIlAH - H""Piness - that God make the ( 

enjo v the cup of happiness, that they always enjoy fortune and 

sati8fac~ion of their needs. 

f - • 

II - "hat do these three prayers mean? THEY REFER '<0 THE THHEE ILLS 

?ROM l-iHICH THE WORLD SUFFERS SO SORE ,.Y. Each UVCHEN IS '~' -C~;;;;j;.; :·· ' 
11151 {, t"t"f.5 H¥lA C.., f i)(- ; .. ;:5 1"'" J)'F'~C.i..,L. f CI/1.;.f"j 

~ PRECIOUS l4EllIGlNE-TO O!iffi': '!'!IE, HUM-4l\!--3OlH.~ ' SERIvUS- AlUIENT; 

/\ ' III - FIRST ILLNESS IS FEAR WHICH ElmULF'S El\TlRE WORLD. WHAT WILL 

HAPPEN TO;';ORROW? ATOH BO;-rnS, HYDROGEN BO;'iB8, COBALT BONBS, nADIATION 

I:i JAPAN, RADIATION n: WORLD TODAY AFFECTING GE~'ES PRODUCIN: INFERJl:OR 

CHILDREI;. FEAR 
-INDIVIDUAL & COM:"UNITY LACKS SECURITY: ViE ALL/XlOl THE FLOOD WHICH 

t·,"".J '-\" - .-.. . 'f"'CS." MAY BE CAUSED BY LAI!:EST WEArONS, ATO~jIC WARS. JUST AS NOAH IN HIS DAY 

5~,r·\'"", TlnED TO BUILD AN ARK TO SAVE HIS FAMILY & HIMSELF, EVEIirYONE TODAY 
lIu ;;),.f I _ 

l..-Lt ().f' \ ... W~1:S ~ , FIND AN ARK FOR HIMSELF - A CORNER OF SAFETY, 

TORAH TELLS' US NOAH ELii' TWO A~!BASSADORS FROi<l ARK 'ro IlsCOVER WHETHER 

THE EARTH Ii .. ;' DRYI NG AFTER THE DELUGE, FIRST lo\EScEI{GER ':,AS THl\..~VEN, 
, 

, i 

& RAVEN DI D NOT RETURN. SEC J ND MESSENGER WAS DOVE, & DOVE HETlk.NED WIT H 

, 
J I r ,_. ;: l 

WITH AN OLIVE LEAF IN ITS I'IOUTH TO SHml ',HAT VlATERS ;IERE RECEDING. 

nAVEN. SAY OUil SAIrnS . IS A BRUTAL CREATURE. IT BRINGS FIRE INTO THE 

NEST. DOVE ON OTHER HAKD IS A SYl<!BOL OF PEACE. WHEIi THE PEACEFUL BIRD 

. VIAS SE;':T FRO;'; THE ARK IT BROT NEVIS OF PEACE. WHEN THE RAVE N WAS SE,,-r, 
. " .. . . ' 

NOAH "f .S LEFT WITH FEAR OF THE UNKNOvl~. , 
'. 

~
i(l' . "r/.' TODAY REVEliS ARE AI'IBASSADORS OF PEACE, GREAT POi'lERS SEND '1'HEIR " ' . I &.:. OSTENSIlILY 
lj{~( -I /,!;:~E'-GATES FROl4 1';OSCml, LONDO/;, PARIS/TO FIND PEACE, BUT IN THEIR FGilTFOLIDOi 

!Clilt -." . ARE THE DESIGNS OF \,AR & AGGRESSION""NO ONE WILL EVER FORGET S=OL OF 

i' \ , ," 1,1.,.;, W'IIII JAPANESE ~ASSADOR TALIING ?EACE IN I'IHITE HOUSE WHILE AT SAi'lE TIME 

PEARL HARBO" WAS BOMSED. WE ARE UNNERVED: THIS PEACE TALK WHElIEVER UTTER* 

ED, & &T IS SO SELD~M UTTERED THESE DAYS) SEEr,1S 'rO BE FALSE. LITTLE 

WONDER THE FEAR IN HE WORLD. 
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-OUR PEOPLE HESITATE TO PLAN TlEIR LIVES: ACHLU VSHASU KI MACHAR NAi-ruS*" 
O.,,' fiL(;'1-;.;-nov! OJ..... - -" ". • : 

OUR YOUllG'1.0N BINGES: DRAFT AGE HAVE GOOD TIME NOW ' c, _ p , , . 
, ' 

, "HOW CAN OUR PEOPLE BE AfiBLirlED, HO'" CAN IlHEY BE GIVEN A SEI~SE OF BEC U .ITY 

SO T}L,T THEY .;AY LIVE . ITHOUT FEAR OF T 'J~!OR _-_OW? 

UVCHEI< TEN FACHDEC~/'ADONAI ELHENO AL KOL MAJliSECHli ,v];&>lASCHA AL 

KOL I-IK SHEBARASA • 1Jt
--'" I • 1 ''l.-,,'" P k '"u .. .., fA ,)';>/ 

1'.,,'(;,;> .... J, I OJ"/" '''''",<1.., · .. ...AI. ,,?f/, _'" r~ ... .,:-

"GIVE FEAR UNTO ALL THY CREATURES, BUT MAY IT BE FEAR OF THEE ONLY. 

-Great medieval Jewish phi losopher, Bachya, writes in Chavos HalevovoB of 

~ Chaeld who traveled along a ro~d that passed by a forest. Suddenly a 

wild beast emerged from the Baadow of trees and chased lonely traveler. 

Fortunately, Ch sid ~rAged to ecape,adnhe re3ched town weary and out 

of breS'th. ~\hen he told Ills friends what had occurred, they asked whe 'her he 

had been frightened by wUd animal. Chasid answered: I,Y FEAR OF GOD 

SHAl4ED j-\E, A HUI<AN BEING, F.~Ol" FEARING WILD BEASTb." 

*-liE HAVE A DESPERA,E l\EED IN &IE WORLD TODAY TO COl'~A'r FEAR WITH FEAR: 

iiOT FEAR OF EACH OTlER, MTICN OF BTICN, FOR THIS IHSTrlUST IS A BOTTO;';U:SS 
., ;>~JlIL'" ,.-.".::; 

hEEL 1'IHICH IS '·;ITHOUT END, IT LEADS FROM FEAR OF ATOi, TO FEAR OF HYDROGEI1: . . , 
THE FEAR BACHYA SPEAKS XlI: OF IS THE CREATIVE FEAR OF A HIGHER PotIER liHICH 

TriANSCEI':DS THE IH TIONS & COMl,lANDS THEIR UNSWErlVING LOYALTIES. 

AGUDA ECHOS / !J~f ·/lM't." , ....... --::; [:, I' IIr. ~., " . 7~" OJ lJl , "I 

J'.~ ??h j'JI], .J>ltrll JOA" ~Yc'k I'r:., ft...,., ... /"'A"·,.. .. r.. 
BEHTRA ::'·:-O RUS SELL: A PR;:"SCRIPTION FOR THE WORLD: Vj~ h <=- ve to choose between 

war and h ;.m"1 n life; 1,:e can no longer, as heretofore, have both. Urges 

.~.at~.Kx~fxBmBkx permananet peace can B assured by the creation or an 

lnternatlon~l authority w .th a single international armed .~.«xforce, 
, .,": 

\ .~ \ ;, ' . t' its powers rigidly definea by genera l ly accepted constttut,lon . ., 
\ .. ,. , . 

-xi can convert universal fear into universal hope, as ATOt;l POOL PL.\N 

ACCEPTED BY RUSSIA (even with our reservations of her intentions) 

-FAITH IN GOD AS DEW)NSTRATED IN AGUDAH E6HOS CAN BREAK FEAR 

-FAITH & CONFIDEt,CE IN BETTEn PEACEFUL TOMORROW CA N GIVE US COURAGE TO 



.. . -. . 
\ .. 

, .~ .. 

~, 

ACHIEVE 7HAT TOi-lORRO'ri: IF WE MUST HAVE ANZIETIES LE< US H, VE CONSTRUCTIVl! 

ONES ABOUT HOPEFUL PROJECTS: THIS <:ILL RELIEVE THE FRUSTRATION OF 

CONTINUAL DEAD END WHICH >iA KE LIFE A MEANI NGLESt STRUGGLE. 

-There h!3S'w never been a time in hIstory when there was so gre-3t a need 

for upliftlng of fa1th, conf1dence, and mutual trust. 

--It CAN BE HAD. AS A RABBI WHO OFTEN SEES DESPERATE HUJ4AN BEINGS IN 

HOSPITAL B~DS, EVERY PATH SESEHTED, EVERY ROAD DAHK. YET COUNTLESS TIMES 

THER, IS RECOVERY, AS LONG ~ s THERE IS CONFIDENCE AND FAITH TH~T THEY 

CAN BE RESTORED TO HEALTH • 

B ------SECOND ILLNESS IS ONE TH~T RROUBLES AMERICA FERH~PS MORE THAN 

REST OF WORLD, BUT I~ IS ESPECIALLY THUE OF OUR PEOPLE. It haebeen 
MUOH 

claimed that WE ARE A PEOPLE WHICH SUFFERS/FRON DIABE<ES _ IT SEE.'lS WE 

LIKE S\'IEETS. I'M NO DOCT" R TO DENY THAT J~'iS SUM II) SUFFER i~O"T ;;"ROM 

A PArlTICUIAR XKXXX PHYSICAL ILLh~SS, BUT THERE CE~TAINLY IS A SPSCIFIC 

SPIRITUAL I .L~~SS ;;"ROM WHICH JE\'IS SUFFER ••• AN D TH~T ILLN':SS IS CA:'LED 

. KAVOn - HOliOR. \'IE ARE SViVES OF PUBLIC OPINION.~ . 
./ 

-IN OUH SOCIAL AFFAIRS ':IE DO EVERYTHING TO P'."'':ASE OTHERS. 

-OUR g,IEET LADIES LIMP _,ROUND IN SHOES TOO SMALL BR THEiiR FEET. 

iN FLORID ;, A LAD \' WEAH!II!G A MINK W-, S ASKED, "WHY DO YOU SPEND SO llJUCH 

MONEY FeR THAT ,';INK? DOES IT ~EP YOUK WARM?: SHE ANSWERED, I DON'T 'lEAR 

THE C JA'~ TO KEEr I~ ,{ARM, I \-lEAR IT TO BURN Ur ",y FRIENDS. 

SO TOO DO ;''E OFTEN liT Iii OUd SPlRITUi,L AF AIRS: \'IE Al<E ENSLAVED TO 

PUeLIC OPINION. WHAT WLL AROUSE OTHERS? WHAT ,/ILL IHFRESS OTHERS ? 

WHAT 

TIME 

WILL OU? NEIGHBORS SAY? WE ARE AFRIUD, EVE]j IN THIS ENLIIlIllHTENED -. )1 1 -\1'. : { 

Xi! OF OUR BEING AND LIVIliG JEWISHLy.tJ f , ,', . i' " ,: 
"" -. 

'. 
HOW TRADIC-COMIC IS AN ElG'ERIENCE I HAD ON A SAilBATH THE PAST EAR. 

A BAR mTZVAH \-lAS CELEBRATED ,iITH 500 PEOrLE ATTENDI NG . THE PARENT OF THE 

BARMITZVAH ASKSD ME, "PLEASE RABBI, TdY TO ,'.AKE EVERYTHING TASTEFUL 'l'O 

PLEASE TWO NON-NE'lIS I INVITED TO THE SYNAGOGUE." SHilLL I IliNOriE 498 

JEWS FOR THE SAKE OF THESE TWO PEOPLE? SHE _ilNS\'IERED, "THESE i7JEWS CAN 
SEE BAR MIZVAHB EVERY SAB 'ATH, BUT THE GOYIM ONLY ONCE IN A LlFETL.E." 
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THE IRONY FOLLO';ED HOl'I EVER WHEN ONE OF THE ~. (NON JEWS) APPROACHED 

~1E A?TER THE e ERVICE & SAID, "RABBI, THIS IS Th"E KIND OF BAR MITZVAH 
-"'--=-~ =-<'=--"""",=-",---:" ..... ; . ,.. -'-'- _ .... - ..... . 

I ENJOY, ~~k,,r.E,;)!.I!'l.!L-BAR.MI,TZVA·H •• ~' . , 

.~,"" Loli« _HHILE SEEKING TO FIND ·RESPECT. FROM THE GOY, i<!AN Y OF US LOSE OUR SELF­
CO ~I<" ."","dt 
~" RES?ECT, OFTEN FAILING TO REALIZE THAT RESPECT IS GA I NED THE OTHER WAY 

J" c:",..ct 
~~ 'S·,e&. AROUND, ONLY Vi HEN VIE RESPECT OURSELVES DO OTHEHS RES _' ECT US. INSTEAD 

OF ASKING, "WHAT \-IILL m: GOYIM SAY? lilA YO~lR~M HAGOYU!?" SHOULD WE NOT 

ASK OURSELVES, " WHAT DO . WE SAY? WHAT DOES OUR OWN CONSC IENCE SAY?" 

-THIS IS THE SXIlM!I'I MOTIVE OF OUR SECOND PRAYER. UVGHEN, TEN.. KAVOD",, _ 
_______ ' >-....... "_ ........... ;;..~" .... ,.~ .. ~,""'.'-,"." ... ,;J,~~"""'."_.~.,.~~ .. ,,"' ... ,, .. .;.~ ., '"¥.~,<::-" .. ;:~ . " ,'~.' . " _ ••. . - . , - """-__ ", 

GIVE HONOR TO THY PEOPLE, IMPLANT THE FEELING OF TRUE HONOR AND RESPECT 

IN OUR HEARTS AND NATURES. 

~-ON RH-;~'~::-;; ';~~r:s US,~;;;:;VlAS FREED FROM PRISON. WHAT CON NECTION 

IS T-;m-";ETWEEN 'Hni !kilT IN 'JOS;;;;'S LI~~ ROSH HASHONAH? WE KI, OW':';:T 

JOSEPH ·'.'AS THE FIRST TO SHOW US THE REAL MEANING OF KAVOD. A GRE;\T 

LEADER, PRIMUS INTER PARES (FIRST .AMONG HIS PEERS); THE MAN WHO FEE 

AN E NT IRE NATION WHILE THE WORLD ABOUT HIM STARVED, . IMPRISONED FALSELY 

AND THEREFORE A MAN WHO mGHT RESENT HIS FAMILY, JOSE?H DOES NOT HESITATE 

TO TELL HIS EGYPTIAN ASSOCIATES, "I WAS STOLEN RIIlOl'I. 'PIg:.J.AND OF THE 
....... ~.....::_..-.·,..:c . __ r.""" ...... - .. c •. ".· ....... ~'.." ,J"~ ... " . .c_..>o...,._ ... ~~.~ 

HEI!RE1i." THIS IS l'iY ORIGIN. HE WAS A 14AN WHO ~IAS SECURE & CONFIEEiiT, ---_. 
EVEj, PROUD OF HIS JEIHSHNESS. WHAT IS OURGRKAT NEED TODAY? WE NEED 

SONS .LIKE JOSEPH. THE ROSH R-lSHONAH ME SAGE SPEAK S OF JEllS WHO DE~i ' IT 

an HONOR TO BE A JK'li. RH CALLS FOR JEWS WITH SELF RESPECT. 

C - THIRD GRE~T ILLNESS OF ,IORLD IS LACK OF HAPPINESS. 
~ ..... =~~-.:;,...':r.",,"...,,~.,_~, ,;-:r :_ ....... ~ ... "~-" .• , ."':~~ .. ~ •..••. ~ . .. >< _.~_:,' ~ }"," .,;-.",.:-.:: .. ;'.~ -:., . .,....~. 

Tn'E HUMAN SOUL IS ·CRYI NG. THERE IS NO I;CRIII MORE POPULAR THAN "R'IPFlNESS", 

T HE MORE POPULAR TRE WORD I}Ecor'iES, THE MORE HIDDEN HE THE ROADS WHICH LEAD 

TO HAFPlNESS • . BUT P.APFINESS C_;N B FOUND It" I'IE UNDERSTAND ITS TRUE NATURE. 

-HAP P INESS IS NOT ENDLESS PLEASURE: IT IS NOT THE HEDO NIST NOTION OF 
--",... •.• ............,""--<>--..'c"'-' .. " ..• ·,,"""'" ... .... : ',..,.-.... ;, ... -•. ,.. . • ',_ ..-" .. ", .,.,. . _ "c. _. '~." . ,', <. " . ....... .- ... - '~'. ".,~ ' ..•.. 

S IT TING UNDER THE PALI~ TREE &, I NDULGI NG ,QNESELF TO SUPERSATIETY. 
--"'<~~." " ... - . ' '-, 

-HAPPINESS IS NOT THE ACQUISITION OF .MATERIAL PLENTY, OR PO'u'ER ALONE. 
,. -~ -" , -, .. -_. -., " ,-. .. . .. " '"- ,' .. .. . .. , .-. ,", ," , " ," '-':'- ', " .::. :.' "'~ '''''-''- " ,. 
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THE UNll!APPIEST PEOPLE IN THE WO~D HAVE ~EEN THE RICHEST AND THE J40ST 

PO"iERFUL. ALEXANDER THE GREAT CONQUERED THE WOR;..D, & DIED IN A FEVER 

i3~~UGHT ON BY A SYMFTOI4 OF UNHAPPINESS, KCESSIVE DRINKING. NAPO;"EON I',AS 
-"'- - "'--_ .. 

T HE ,-lOST SUCCUSSFUL GENERAL IN MODERN HISTORY. HE ROSE FROM POVERaY 

o ilECOME RULER OF A VAST ElI.PIRE YET HE FOUND HO RESPITE FROM THE 

EXCRUCIATING DISSATISFAOTION ,;ITHIN HIl". 

*WIlAT IS THE NATUliE OF ll!AFPINESS & BOW DO ,IE ACHIEVE IT? 

*THE BEGINNING OF THE ANSWER IS FOUND IN THE GREETING ALL OF US USE: 
.... -... -. ". 

"LSHONAH TOyAH. · .. WE TAKE FOR GRANTED THAT THESE WORDS MEANX "A HAPPY 
( . ' :' 

o NEW YEAR." ACTUALLY THE TERM I4EANS "A GOOD YEAR". --.. _.. --

t ,: . c, · " _WE SAY LSHON'H TOVAH TIIlASEV: MAY YOU 3E WRITTEN DOWN FOR A GOOD YEAR. 
~ I i... ---------- .,~.'- - ' - , . , ' ., . .. 

IT IS PART OF OUR HOLY DAY TRADITION THAT 01\ THIS DAY A HEAVENLY 

'r. .. JUDGME1T BOOK IS OPENED IN WHICH ARE INSCRIBED NAMES AND THEIR FATE 

lll'{l"i "'" l FOR THE COI~ING rJ!J\R: THIS FATE IS DE!ll.ERMINED BY "TESffuVAH TFILAH 

UTZEDAIlAH" ~ REPRNTIlNCE, PRAYE.'< & CP.AIU!n:. 

, \ . . -THIS IS A UND OF DEAN'S LIST ON ,IHICH WE ARE NAMED BY VIRTUE OF 

fiI ,' .. " /'v 
~ :;;' t""/~ 

(,(. ',. , £:: 
,J( {, ~ 

P:;~( · :~ , 

(o, ; \.~ 

'(v;.!,;1 
~,(. · d·r~ 

J" , .. ( £ 
Ifl Cr ( 
r , 

THE MARKS WE MAKE IiIIII: DURlIIG THE YEAR: AND THE I4ARIlS KJII[ ARE FOR ALL 

OUR COURSES & SUBJECTS: '\'IE ARE l"lARIlED FOR PERSONALITY, OUR INNER 

IN'r~GRATION, OUR DISPOSITION TOWARD OTHER ?ERSONS, OUR INKER HARMONY: 

FOR OUR PIETY, 

THE WORLD: FOR 

OUR SEKSITIVITY TO THE GOODNESS AND BEAUTY AND TRUTH IN 

C!'MIl'~ HIGH 
OUR C~~J, OUR DEEDS OF KINDNESS. OUR/PURPOSE 

_OUR HAP ·INESS THEN IS NOT BOT BY MONEY, WEA:tH, GLORY OR 1'0"'., il .... IT 

DERIVES FROM OUR INNER SELVES AND THE VIRTUES WE DEVELOP: ~ IT IS 

'''S'U13JECT TO THE LAW OF E'ijUIVALENTS WHICH DEMANDS WE PAY AN l!~UIVALENT 

FOR WHATEVER WE ', ANT OUR OF LIFE. T HE PRICE FOR HA PPINESS IS TSEDEK AND 

YOSHER?.A RIGHTEOUS & JUST LIFE THAT BEINGS US HAPPINESS. 

UVCHEN TZADIKIlIM YIRU 'l'YISMOCHU - ONLY THOSE. WHO LIVE WITH - -, ... ... . 
RIGHTEOUSNESS" JruSTICE ONLY THEY CAN TRULY REJOICE BECAUSE THEY FIND THE 

SECRETS OF HAPPY LI?Nf!. 

..... ' "" " .' ;> 1(; 
\ 
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Al!guet 13, 1952 

TO: All memben of the R.s.bbioical Assembly 

FROM: · Rabbi Harr~r Halpern 
Ch..lirmao : Ra1 .. binic Cabinet of the S( minary 

It has been" our practice each year to ask one of our co1-
leag: .es to prepare al~ addree-s which might be used in con­
nection with the campaig, · on ;:'ehalf of our movement. This 
year Rabbi Ja~9b E . Segal ho.s kindly conser:;ted to prepare 
this sermon, a copy of uhicb is herettl th enclosed. 

Even if you do not find it possible to devote · ~n entire 
sermon to the Semil?ary ; it should be possible to make ::;ome 
extended remarks (lrl.thout necessarily st~es8ing the f Lli""!d 

raising aspec t ) about the Seminary and affili~ted organ1:-:.a ­
tions J durinG one of the days of Ro~b Hashana: or d:.!ri .. g 
Yom Kippur, prior to the Neilah s:erVice. Your cooperation 
in this regc. rd will, I am ";Jnfident, make your people t!!.'""...ire 

. receptive and responsive uhen the l oc9.1 can;pa.ign is conducted. 

Harmest Shana Tmra ~·Iishes to you ai.ld .ycLl.r dea r .'.lnes. 
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. ' SUGGESTED OUTLINE FOR SERMON ON SEMINARY . 

, 5713 - September 1952 
by Rabbi Jacob E. Segal 
Mas Shalom Synagogue 
Detroit, Michigan 

-----.-- --.------ -- _.-.- .. . --------.----------------.-----------------------.-.------
TIlE SACRIFICE 'mAT COUNTS 

I. The Shofar is a small instrument. Yet as a sym\?bl..i t looms gigantic in our 
Rosh Hashanah service. /lmong the many symbolisms ascribed to it is the 
reminder of pn~" n'lp!J ,of Abraham ' s sacrificing the ram -in the place 
of his son Isaac. 

A. ' '' ~ 'IZ! '1!:J1Wl • )1:); 19pn iJ
1I lpii ,i:lt{ .'''K'[I 1 QHll }'PP ,n iii:)" 

.Oil'l~ Jl pnJ ~ n,py o~., " ~rK~ 
"God said. to the Jewish people 1'Why have I canmJanded you to sound the 
ram's horn?". "That I may remember to your credit the binding of Isaac 
the s on of Abraham". 

B. rrhat is the point of this reminder? What does it mean for us today? 

C. An imaginative clue 1s provided by Rabbi Henina ben Dosa in a remarkable 
Midrash ( Pirke d 'R Eliezer, 31) 

"Not .!: single part of that ram which Abraham sacrificed ~ .!£ ~11. 

D. vnruat is Hanina saying to us? That sacrifice in itself, is no virtue, if 
any Part of it itermi tted to go to waste. A sacrifice has meaning only 
if the courage and suffering it entails brings some lasting good to the 
world. The sacrifice that " is offered in vain might as well not be offere~ 
at all. 

II. It is a parable fitting for our time. 

A, Wasted sacrifices - - in those two words is summed up the tragedy of our 
·IIorld . 

All through history J mankind has experienced many an Akedas Yitzchak. 
The pages df every nation's history book have been stained with the 
blood of young men slain by wars --" and with the tears of bereaved 
fathers and mothers and chi l dren. 

B. Yet the essence of the tragedy of these wars, is not that they ,"rere 
fought, of that" human lives were sacrificed. The "monstrous crime lay 
in the fact that these wars, most or them, did not bring the victory 
of the freedom or the peace f0r which they had been fought. The 
capping sorrow was that all these sacrificed lives were appallingly 
~~e~. 

C. The " only possible excuse for Hor l d War I, was the prevention of \lorld 
Har II, Yet all those rivers of blood were n'~.J' They were not 

,":~. used to sanctify the s oil of peace. '!bey were merely poured down 
the drain. 

D. World 'lIar II shows signs of Joining the ash-heap of wasted sacrifices. 



-.-
1. The Denazi:fication program bas been mocked and converted 

into a RENAZIFICATION of the German people. 

2. Russia and the United States are competing with one another, 
to see who can curry more favor \lith the murderers, and who 
can sooner build up Ge~an ' s industrial might -- ao as to 
make her their ally in the next war. 

3. Even now the spalling dru1ger exists that our Korean sac­
rifice -- unless it is geared to a bold an4 visionary 
program for redeeming the Asiatic masses (the one valid 
weapon with which to counter and defeat the Communist lie)-­
may also turn into waste. 

III. How much more has the Jew been the victim of wasted sacrifice. 

A. In our lifetime, six million Isaacs were bound to the altar and no 
ram was ~ound as a substitute! 

B. Even now their martyrdom is being mocked, -- not only by callous 
power -hungry nations through renazification, etc· -- even by 
us Jews -- who are ~llowing that gargantuan sacrifice of blood 
and spiritual treasure, of Torah and learning, to be forgotten and 
go to· waste. 

IV. But the purpose of the Shofar is not to bar~ow our souls with guilt. 
Its· purpose -is to lift au::.' spirits with the cry .of' challenge. The 
Shofar challenges us as Je~7s to make good ·the .sac.rif'ice of our p~ople. 

v. Let us · therefore return to Ranina fS parable: 

A . And then he goes on to tell us what was done with the various parts 
of the ram. 

' ~The ashes of the ram became the base of the inner altar of the Temple!! 

,,, j}'\Otl1 ,J 1:1 71'; 0.7') ii' WI' 'll~ JO"Ur'Y Oi1 

."The sine~ls of the raJD were ten -- a..'1.d they became 
.David's harp". 

".t-t "'11 P;"l 
.!Jill Jl.l" 

the ten strings of 

And 1"ii·'?t<: 7i!l l"ln7.l 11't;;{ Nlil 
"And the skin of the ram became the girdle 
Prophet" . 

"'K .,'" "'9 
of the loins of Elijah the , 

B. In these flights of fancy, Ranine. was Laying down a three-fold program for 
Jewish redemption. He was telling us the means by which to redeem the 
sin of wasted sacrifices. 
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,~.,gn n~,~n ~~l ~V~ ,~c~ Ktn ~'K ~~ 1,nN 

A. The Bays Hamikdash was the central shrine of the Jewish. religion. 

B. H1stori~ally, Ranina 1 s paral?le \o:as ful:filled in ancient days. Out 
of the ashes of Bacri~ice came a new and vital glory to the Jewish 
religion . . 

1. After- l' VWl n· ~ p."'ln ,the Jews in Babylonia intro-
duced the Synagogue into Jewish life as the foundation of a new 
____ .. -'~:..·_.Hl 'n:H ~ 

2. After ,,) V n ":1 J):"It' , Yoruinan ben Zakkai picked up 
the ashes and built a new altar, the academy at Yavneh-aa a 
fortress of Torah and guarantor of Jewish · survival. 

3. Maccabean vic~ory resulted in rededicat.lon, etc. 

C. We must dedicate our energies to the building of our "7.1" 1 ~i"I n).l7.1 
toward revitalization of the S~agogue as the shrine of Jewish glory. 
Here empha3ize role of Seminary "in building and revitalizing synagogue 
life in America . 

Oil:J. llJ.~ i1' ii"illiJ i1):! ?V O~!'J.J ili WV '1)::1 ,il'IJJ)) on 7"'K 71JJ l"~l _ .. , ..... - .. _- -.-.----. ---. -. . -. 

A. David was known as the SHeet singer in Israel; the poet, musician 
and creative artist par . excellence. 

B. Implied imperative for us is: 
that one of the ways in which we can avoid sin of wasted sacrifice 
is to convert the suffering and martyrdoo of our people into some 
permanent living form of creative art. To sublimate the pain and 
the glory of Jewish eA;perience and eobody it in artistic expression. 
To translate the message of Judaism into music, song, story, dance, 
painting, drBJ!l:,a, literature -- into art-forms that wil:l kindle the 
imagination and waken our sense to the inner beauty of our tradition. 

C. Historically, this was fulfilled too. 
Example:>: 
1. Jeremiah's · "ode of Lamentations". tragedy transmuted into eternal · 

work of the spirit. 

2. l37th Psalm, etc. 

3. Fully one-third of Bialik 's immortal poems were inspired by 
h~~elessness of European Jews, by longing for Zion. 

4. In our own day, flames of Warsaw Ghetto produced nAni Maa_minn. 

5. Habimah, Israel Symphony, renaissance of 'literature and art in Israel, 
etc. 
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D. 

VIII. But the greatest challenge of all is present~d by the third part of Han1na's 
parable. 

liPI'K"V; t~ln~ 'PK MFI '·K 'UJ l'11,a 

A. Why did Ranina single out Elijah among all the ·prophets? 
Because Elijah rendered a unique se:.:vice to the Jewish people in 
a time of moral degradaticm. Under tr~e wicked leadership of King 
Ahab; Elijah challenged the false prophets to meet him on Mt. Carmel 
-- and in the presence of all- t he people, matched the power of the 
living God asainst their idols reaffirmed the ancient faith and 
r~stored to the ptople a sense of moral fervor and integrity. 

B. Reaffirmation of Narality on national , community and individual leve l 
is sorely needed today. ; 

C. Here demonstrate Seminary's invaluable function as fountainhead of 
Torah and invigorating moral truths, Cite "Institute for Inter­
Denominational studies", "Conference on Science, Philosophy and Religion!! 
and other age~cies ~or restoration of" sense of morality . The very 
title of' the Seminary's recent National Planning Conference was 
revealing: "Moral Strength in the National Defense", etc. 

I X, May the Shofar's challe~ging cry keep us from the sin of wasted sacrifices. 
In answer to its cry ~ may we build our inner altars, fashion the sinews of 
sacrifice into a new harp of DaVid, and resto:!."e the moral integrity of our 
faith io God and man," For the consummation of all these, the Seminary remains 
an indispensable instrument . 
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1 , ::'I " 

, )"Ij /J"'JI P " ~ .~!l ii',) 'JA, D_,/ ,· ?,1/ 
1 ... Text .JIJ/~/'i' ·:? Jl",Jij/1 .~ ~..JI:> $'N;.i • ../' .:;;Ip ?/J,jJ Ju€' . Ie. JIJII/.:i,. 

) " ;>, .) Jj!/t i~.-fJ//' /1>'7 b' > J)-!C);0 j).J"~G' I!..:>. ~:-nJ //11) JY') Aj­
I /JI''-' :;'.11-" !",U I'll") J'lp"'-" t"'$r ,JCje /)',>/1 /' ,));0/1 

. (CI )',,) 
Rabbi Berachiah said - "To ""hat may our father Abraham be 
compared? To a flask of sweet-smelling myrrh, with a tight­
ly fitted lid. resting off in a corner. unable to give forth 
its fragrance. As soon as the flask is moved, and the lid 
removed., it s;:::reads its lovely fragrance everywhere." Thus 
did the Holy One. Blessed be He. say to our father .Abraham. 
"B~take Thyself from place to place~ and let your name grow 
great in the world." 

2. Early was this truth driven home to Abraham that we spread 
influences and catch influences from one another in human re­
lationships. 

a.. We are aware, of course, ·in our physical contacts that 
\·~e catch things from one another - especially COll1.1O.on 
among children - catch colds, measles, etc. and more 
dreaded diseases - one of best suggestions to make 
\'lOrld over is to have health-catchiJlg. 

b. However, if good health and weI.I-being are not communi­
cable, in our spiritual rel~tionships; good and bad 
influences are inter-comn:;unicable. VIe catch and spread 
not only irri tatingt de·,-:'ressing and down-right nasty 
things, but also cheering, enlifDtening and inspiring 
things. vie communicate to one another the imnact of 
our characters, our personalities, our spirit~ the 
kind of person ",/e are inside. 

c.. Nothing is ever seen t ·o pass · from one person to the 
next. And yet something does. And this invisible 
and intangible, indeed, indescribable something is 
taken up by others like a room t ;·:at gathers up the 
fragrance of the flol·/ers broufh t into it - .like a 
dark cellar that takes up the brightness of the 
lighted candle. 
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ti. This something can be so p·owerful and so t.ransfoI.'tlling 
. that the fir s t hebre\-J made it t he basis of his life.'s 
"lOrk. For wha t is the J ud aism he got going in the 
world? Is it not t!1e s preading of Godliness and 
Goodness into eve !' -~·;·idening circles of the world? 
Abraham le f t his f at herfs house and native land to 
go out to I i va "d th peo:J le" to spread the . things he 
felt and believed in. He boned others would be en­
kindled by his enthusiasm, t ilat they would go out and 
live with others, in turn, until these new ones would 
catch the fir€ of Divinity and Humanity, so that they 
"TOulct cO=:'llilUnicate it to -others still,. and cause such 
radiations of nobility as could help transform our per­
~onal and social relationships. 

3. Early, then, did the founder of the faith realize we teach 
better and more enduringly by examole than by oreceot, by 
being ~han by brave utterances qf the lips - -For thu~ speaks 
the vo,ce of the Lord. -)Ie ,)}J( /<I c'J>M< r,~1 '11j i'~ kl 

1)...) ? .J j)I ,)1 ( . , / ' c c 7-

'''An~ I 'V!ill make of tI.ee a great nation and I will bless thee 
and make thy name great; and be tr,Qu for a blessin

W
• ,) ... y) 'f:J )'"y .) 

Do not argue or coerce. riBe for a bless1ng ,. Stand 
for blessed and holy things and others will catch them from 
you. 

4. On this day of Rosh Hashonah, we read of the birth and early 
life of Abraham's son and spiritual heir - Isaac ras destined 
to -carry 9n the great work of his fat her Y:>3 )<-:>, j\ "P' ~~.ll r> ':J 

1fFor in Isa.s.c shall thy seed be called" - he bofe not 
on'}.y a strikinr . physiCal resen:.blance to his father, but a 
spiritual identity with lIirn . 

a. It was to protect 15a,;c that Sa rah demanded Ishmael 
be sent a \o:ay - The apprehe nsive mother was afraid 
her young and impressionable child would catch hate­
ful and unde s irable traits and habits fro re his older 
half-brot!1er. For \']hen she says - _ r 

. jJJ'l3 / f'Y ') ;:) ?'t .Jlk.:J ;) ?)}lh ,-, iF' 2) " A/ '''':> 

flFor' the son of the handma.iden shall hot be heir 
\<!ith my son, e ven Hith Isa2c", she 1-'Ia.5 not troubled 
over much about the material possessions-as the 

. .e ··It J Doints out r 
)l"-n' P' }'" .p' n ' /,Jr .» ' :J'l- '~ ·)9,> v} .lJ . .flYI<;Jy 

(Quoted III footnote of the- J 3/,ll C,~S, on a 
COffir:Ient on t he phrase j) !)J 1 ·"":") ,AI-€'" 
It vias the spiritual inheritance that was her main 
concern, that he catch it progerly from his father 
and tranSI:lit it unsullied and unspoiled to others. 



-3-

b. From Abraham through Isaa c and Jacob, the prophets, 
s ages and seers, through all the great and noble and 
brave s pirits ... ·}ho have marched throUfh the corridors 
of time, the mission of t he Jew ha s been, nHeed the 
"call that ca:ne to Abraham. If 

.).-J)'(:J ))J .) st c.:nd fo r blessed and holy things, that the 
radianc e of t he Godly spirit might reach out from us 
and contribute mightily to the transformation of men 
and society. 

This is the su?reme challenge of Rosh Hashanah to 
every conscience and self-searching soul. Have you 
striven to be a radiant Jew - a Jew who radiates 
the totality of the Great Tradition? 

5. One of the great tragedies of our day is that so many of us 
are spreading through our person, partial and distorted views 
of Judaism. In our representative capacities, we stand as 
witnesses in many cases of narrow and one-sided aspects of the 
Tradition. 

a. There are some who spread the notion that Judaism 
is based on fear. Their · minds and souls are pos­
sessed and obsessed with the problem of anti­
Semitism . The whole of their Judaism is one of 
terror and thlidity. 

1. Fear is not \'lholly bad. Fear of danger re­
duces ac'cidentsj fear of ignorance stimulates 
learning; fear of ~'I! ar aids in creation of U.N. 
and international machinery of peace., fear of 
disease builds hos?it2~ls and clinics .••• and 
fear of the bigot produces the legitimate self­
defense a ~.encies for the protection of the Jewish 
name fro m slande~ and the Jewish position from 
as s ault, an d spurs on the cempaign of instruction 
of all. Americans, that Ameri canism and Democracy 
are incompatible with prejudice, bigotry and 
di scriminat i on. 

2. But there is absent from such Jel'·!s that "un­
shakeable, sturdy faitq in a one, universal 
and just God behind all the comnlexities and 
contrndictions of nature - physical and human -
that knowledge of sacred texts and inspiring 
literature, tha t identification with the beauty 
and poetry of hallowed rituals and., practigest_ that 
reflect the confidence I~ ) 1/( It if '1 ~) 
God is with me, I shall not fear. 

b. There are some of us ".,ho radiate the spirit of' bene­
volence and mercy-do.ing. 
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1. Philanthropy " is in the classic tradition~ 
The merciful sons of the merciful ones have 
ever been concerned about clothing the naked, 

_ feeding the hungry, sheltering the poor. And 
we have rigl'ltfully taken ·pride in the hospitals, 
orphanal.es, homes for the aged, etc. We have 
spread allover the land ••• and see the magnificent 
generosity of American Jew·s, particularly in the 
last few years through U.J.A. 

2. But shall we continue to radiate the false 
view th~t the Jewish ?eople " is an international 
benevolent association? vJhen shall we come to 
represent the complete v1ew of the prophets and 
rabbis, that Judaism has a burning passion for 
social and economic justice, is an intense quest 
for 1nternational peace and cherishes a rever- .. 
ence for the dignity and sanctity of human per­
sonality? ~)? ') I j) stand for right..;. 
eous, as well as merciful acts, for the holiness 
that spells justice and peace, as well as be­
nevolence. 

c. There are still others who would live their Judaism 
vicariously. 

1. They believe that Jewish life can be lived 
fully and int.en.si vely only in Israel. They 
despair of Jewish 'life outside of Israel. 

2. Now love for Zion is ' in the Great .Tradition. 
(elaborate) . But when will we. liv~ngrin Amer~ca._ 
come to real1ze that Til) )lJ,~~.- Tt./ /1 1' .... PQ~'-­
Judaism is not in the heavens above but right here 
on earth and not across the seas in other parts of 
the world alone, but that it can and must be lived 
right here in this land and in our community. 

~_"r ~;" be for a blessing in this land. Stand for 
Judaism by practice and not by proxy. 

)/ 

6. What is the Judaism you radiate? Fear? Benevolence? Vicar­
ious Experience? The challenge of this day- is to radiate 
Judaism in its fullest, richest and most affirmative way. 

a. Here describe the centrality of the synagogue in 
American Jewish life and refer particularly to your 
own institution. 

b. But we cannot be isolationists . Our synagogue is 
related to a central movement for positive Judaism 
fostered by the Seminary and the United Synagogue. 
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. c. The agency for the · culti vat ion of radiant Jews - is 
the Jewish ·Theological Seminary of America. Throueh 
its rabbis and teachers, trained in a Traditional 
Judaism that speaks in the accent of modern 
Americanism, it seeks to win Jews to a spiritual 
interpretation of life. a knowledge of the sacred 
and literary treasurjes of timeless and eternal 
worth, and a ?attern of living Judaism that will 
cause them to radiate ho,?e and confidence, dignity 
and majesty. 

-d. Through its museum and art objects, Jews may catch 
the beauty, poetry and richness of Jewish life 
that they may, in turn, impart them to eve~widening 
circles. 

e. Through the Eternal Light Program and Institute of 
Religious Studies, the mental blocks and spiritual 
misconceptions of non-Jews are being removed to 
permit the radiance of Judaism to reach out into 
the larger community. 

f. Through the manifold services of the United Synagogue 
and its Commission on Jewish Education, the con­
servative synagogue can realize its fullest potenti­
alities. 

CONCLUSION: 

Let this be the supreme prayer of our heart - not to be 
learned. rich. famous. po'Jerful. but simply radiant. . Let 
us desire to radiate health, cheerfulness, calm courage 
and g.ood-will. Let us live with-out hate, whim, jealousy, 
envy and fear. Let us help others live their lives up to 
their highest, fullest and best. That is to ·say, let us 
desire to· be radiant, to radiate life, to radiate Judaism 

( 
(';t its ,best • . . . J 7JC> 1't.JIJ )7I.P.1I ecu~.·/"<>j' , ., -,.)11< 

:"J IKkJ <-l..JUJ e.?Y..J . 1' - /'5)~(:) !7)'j)..)3 y)/JJ-"JI ?j/e../'l)fJ'?:J..J''' 
"7J11 ~)l..jlJ -;,/3J.1 )..J'~ l. , I ';J IJ . ')..5 p~/t/ ,)··;.1"")~ 7P/( 

/)1< ')) JIlt ..J")/~ I'ft .'" ·3'" r)Jll~;O '. I. . ! 7J JJIt .~ .'JP ')/I/')J A/I 7>'./1.:> /,11/ 1)/ .Jl I .,,,,2.;.. 

(T.h1S comment 1S I,asrd on»nul.J1 )Jp / ph ~..;.. ?''i J)'l..7o; ~ 
( iJ J / ,1) ~I pI' /I ! 
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WE RAISE OUR ·HEADS WITH DIGNITY 

1. . "Firsts" are of historic interest not only in invention but also 
in spiritual life (exhibits of first telephone, first car, 
first plane) 

2. We of this generation have the unique zechut to be firsts in 
two great epoch-making developments for which future generations 
will envy us. 

(1) Since 70 BCE or in 19 oenturies we are 
li~lah - the first generation to see 
of he realization of Zion restored. state of 
Israel celebrating its tenth year and He are 
recipients of new dignity and all downtrodden peoples 
.can derive new hope out of Zion rising from its 
ashes after centuries of ruin. 

(2) We in America are Witnessing another first not less 
spectacular. We are the first voluntary Jewish 
community in history in a fres demQCracy to discover 
that we and our children. can be happier with ·Judaism, 
that we can be more respected by our neighbors if we 
are loyal to it and ·proud. of it and can enrich our 
lives and the lives of our neighborB by a greater and 
deeper attachment to it. 

Proof: (a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(Here tell about Jews fleeing from Judaism in early 
emancipation period) 

Our o~agogue - a beautiful landmark inspirinW our neighbors tc declare liMa Tovu Ohalecho Yaakov' • 
Herberg'S study of America· reveals that American 
mind accepts Judaism as one o£ the recognized forms 
of American religions. Judaism is not something 
strange, foreign outlandish. It is American and 
need not denude itself to be recognized as American 
. (Example: Dr. Finkelstein with his yarmulke 

praying at EisenhoH"er inauguration elicited 
most favorable cOmIn.ent in every newspaper in 
country.) . 

Outstanding proof is the Chief' Justice or the 
United states spending three days at Semi~ary .study­
ing Talmud. ·-:.c law at 1'eet of Sen:!inary faculty with 
Truman :'c!"' ·:)p.pinc; in". They attended services, 
liste:"led !; .:J Z6m.ircth and a. te s halosh seudoth and 
studied "Gamors" ~ {rlhat a first! 

(3) In Jonah we are told ship Has sinking. 
pray ' to their gods for help. ' JO'":! :?J1. is 
t2.1n pl-::ids :nah l'J ch.o n ird.3.i.r. et.~ · .. pray 
W·,~" dbo" t li-'- t'·~ ::;---;.T .. · .. ·t ,· ·,"{,"~ _ .l.. .• . .;e .•. y S .. ... J .. ,3 .. _\: .... . . ,.~ .~ · ·-(}.~ ... J-".~.O 

All asked to 
asleep. Cap­
to Vour God. 
infl'i,ir;ce;-We 

!?sve b~ -':ln ru::::.n.ing ; ... t·Jay f: ·C'!;l 011.1"' :'t'.: :·.:pcnsj.bill ty • 
Flee-ing n,..-{, own s h.~Ci.ow like refuge es. from Judaism. 
At last \-Ie are wak~_ng up to realization that in a 
stronger. more afflrmative, more vigorous Judaism 
our happiness, our children's happiness and our 
usefulness to world civilization. 

more 

lies 
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(4) This conviction animates the Seminary's program in 
its schoors, in its promotion. of scholarship, in its 
radio and television broadcasts and in its latest 
project which has global dimensions: An Ethics Center. 

(5) That Judaism has a concern and responsibility for 
the moral welfare of mankind is the ·burden of Rabbi 
Eliezer's remark liThe seventy sacrifices (offered 
during Succoth) are for the welfare of the seventy 
nations (i.e. that is mankind). The one sacrifice 
brought on Shemini Azeret is for Israel, etc. (succa ~-l · 
(Succah 55b). 

From the Seminary's draft sta.tement: 
TOWARD A WORLD ACADEI-IY OF ETHICS 

In our time manls knowledge and mastery of natural science has 
grown by leaps and bounds. At breathless pace in only a few decades 
mankind has marched through the machine age, the aviation age, the 
electronic age, the atomic age. This march of progress goes on even 
toward the far reaches of outer space. 

Yet despit~ this unparalleled -advance in .. s.cianco ,l humQ.:n;ty con­
tinues to drift aimlessly in a sea of confusion when conrronted by 
meral issues of man l s relation with man. 

In the wake of scientific progress we see great economic gains : 
unprecedented growth in the material ·Hell-being of many hundreds 0.1' 
millions of people in the world. 

But our age is still poor in ethical resources which might in­
crease the sum of human happiness. 

On our planet the goal of political liberty is being won by more 
and more people ~ 

still the shackles of ignorance, misunderstanding and suspicion. 
restrain - and sometimes defeat - efrorts of men and women of different 
nationalit·ies, cultures, religions and vietvpoints to understand 
and respect each other l s ethical standards. 

Somewhere and sometime the effort must begin. There is urgent 
need to shed new light upon those problems in the field of human 
action which provoke tension and conflict. It is imperative also to 
build a bridge of understanding between the peoples of the world, 
For the Twentieth Century has left no culture self-contained. As 
modern world SOCiety grows more complex the necessity for intelligent 
planning and f or~,sight grows. These are problems our generllUon must 
face now. . 

# 



NOTES ON 
PROFESSOR MORDECAI M. KAPLAN'S 

HOMILETICS LECTURE 

Septsmber 10, 1959 

WHM! CONSTITUTES RETURN TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE? 
OR 

Hm! TO FOSTER .Th;WISH CONSCIOUSNESS NOWADAYS 

Introduction 

The Holy Day season is dedicated to the idea and practice 
of tfshuvah. Properly understood, tlshuvah do~s not mean penitence 
but return to God. 

As Jews, however, the return to God has to be preceded by 
return to the Jewish People. Acccrding to Maimonides, the first 
thing thst stands in the way of return to God is self-estrangement 
from the Jewish People. (Yad ha~Hazakah,. Hllkot T'shuvah) 

How far Jew,s have become alienated from their own People 
is demonstrated by the order issued recently in Israel that the 
school curriculum there should include subject matter for the 
fostering of Jewish consciousness. Whst then can we expect of the 
growing generation else>lhere? 

Lack of Jewish consciousness means estrangement from the 
Jewish people; acquision of it means return to the Jewish People. 

The best time for acquiring Jeu1sh consciousn·ess is during 
childhood and adolescence. That does not preclude the possibility 

of acquiring it during the later years. A human being should keep 
on learning Bs long 8S he lives. Indeed, unless parents set an 
example by their own return to the Jewish People. all efforts on 
imparting Jewish consciousness to their children are wasted. 

A normally or healthily .functioning Jewish consciousness 
in our present day world calls fa' the acquls1 on of three traits 
with respect to Jewish life: 1- A sense of duty, 11- a feeling of 
love, and 11I- the exercise of wisdom. Those three traits 

correspond to the three parts of our Bible. The Toreh with its 
mitzvot emphasizes the duties of Jewish / iife, the prophetic 
writings articulate the profound love the great prophets cherished 
for the Jewish People, and the wisdom writings which express the · 
personal reactions to . life on the pert of their authors and their 
search for meaning. 

vie shall discuss those three traits trom the standpoint 
of their nature and their development. 
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Characteristic of the sense of duty is the experience 
of an inner drive, of the kind which accompanies habit, the hebit 
of conforming >dth an accepted standard of living. The first 
ten years of .. child IS life are those during which he is most 
apt to acquire the distinctive actions and ways of behavior 
which follow him through the rest of his life. 

As far the feeling of love, the unconscious functioning 
of it begins simultaneously with the acquimtion of habit, but the 
conscious function of it at about the early teens when the child 
becomes al'/are of the existence of different societies and peoples. 
and ·he comes to identify the particular people to which he belongs. 

Latest of all comes the age of questioning. doubting. 
challenging tradition snd convention, thinking on his own and demand­
ing explanations far wr.st he had hitherto accepted on trust. That 
is the age \vhen it is essentlal that l-dsdom cOple into play in a 
Jew life. Only a releti vely small portion of msnkind attain this 
third stage in their development, but a very considerable portion 
do so among Jews. 

l:.Je can now understand Hhat is involved in the Boquisi tion 
or inculcation of Jewish consciousnesfI, or \-1hat it takes to educate 
8 child to live as 8 Jew in an era like ours. 

In the first place, it must be remembered that living .as 
a Jew nowadEYs is far m'Jre difficult than it ever Wfis in th9 past. 
except durir,g actu,al outbreaks of ant:i.-Jeuish pogroms. Being no 
longer laole-ted, whethe!' in Israel or outsi.de .Iarael, Jews 'are 
subject to all the social and psychological handicaps of being 
a minority group. 

Since the rallying purpose of a minority group like ours 
is an 1deal one, the very exestential fact of living as a Jew is 
part of the higher 11fe of man. The acceptance or onels role 
as a Jew is not a response to any physiologically inborn instinct 
or went. It is a response to a socially transmitted her1tage 
which has to be acquired anew by each generation. Living as a Jew 
is like being a musioian. a writer or a scientist. They have to 
acquire a set of habits before they can expect to derive personal 
satisfaction from their efforts. They have to submit during 
their early years to disciplines, to obey rules, the meaning or 
purpose of ;bich they are as yet in no position to understand. 
Su"h unquestioning habituation is the groundwork of the particular 
skill they lit sh to achieve. 

Likewise, l1ving aa a Jew nowadays 1s a matter of 
conscious s~ills, the foundation for which must be laid through 
practices Which develop in time into the habits that constitute 
JeWish living. 
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The kind or practices l-lhich have to be fostered BS a 
means of. inculcating a sense of duty as a Jew fall into three 
categories: "J ethical, b) religious and c) ethnic. 

a) The ethic~i practies are those which result in the 
habits of honesty;'ralr play and kindness. To attain that 
result they have to be accompanied by the fostering of an 
empathetic ~8ginatlon Which enables us to picture ourselves 
in the other personls place. 

b) The religious practice should aim to cultivste the 
spirit of holiness. Sabbaths, festivals, meaningful prayer, 
kaShrut, tzltsit, t'fillln, mezuzah, etc. 

This item, by the way, has been the only 
expect to foster JeWish consciousness in Israel. 
i ,tems sOllIe are ineffective and others, like those 
are omitted altogether. 

one by which 
The .other 
of "wisdom!! 

they 

e) Among ethnic practices, Zionist activity and the study 
of Hebrew. 

II 

As soon as the socIal attitudes begin to awaken in the 
child and he is capable of distinguishing between his own Je~ish 
group and non-Jelt/lsh groups, he should be made aware of matever 
binds Jews of consecutive generations aild ell Jews of his own 
time into one people. 

Maans analogous to those which ere used by the American 
nation to Inculcate in each citizen a feeling of love and 
responsibility for his fellOW-Americans should be utilized to 
cultivate in each Jew 8 feeling of love and responsibility for 
his fellow Jews throughout the world. An American Jew is physically 
and spiritually as much a product of two peoples, the American 
and the JeWish, as a child is both physically and spiritually the 
product of his mother and father. There is abolutel.y no reason 
Why the love ~or the one should be incompatible with the love 
fer the other. 

This is where the knowledge of Hebrew is of tremendous 
help both in giving the youth a feeling of identification with the 
Jewish People similar to the feeling of identification which 
the American language gives him with the American People. 
Normally such identification spells the merging of the interests 
of onels people with one1s own interests. It thus generates the 
feeling of love for onels people. 

How is such love to be generated in the young Jews, and 
What agency do we possess for using means analogous to those which 
the American People uses to elicit a feeling of love for it.self 
from each citizen? In this respect we American Jews have been 
most derelict. \-Ie have failed to create the one indispensable 
agency for awaking in the young American Jew a love for his 
Jewi sh People, namely, an organiC Je"'ish community. 
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The home can cultivate at best a sense of duty. The 
synagogue might in addition train the child in the exercise or 
wisdom, but neither has the necessary means to eliciting his 
love for his Jewish People. ~ Ilthout such love the sense of 
duty even when combined with the exercise of wisdom can keep 
him permanently commit ted to Jewish lire. 

In the last analysis, an individual loves his people ror 
What his people dOBS for him, for bis welfare, his- status, his 
dignity, his growth and the rulrillment or his creative capacities. 
If \ole wish the gro wing generations of Jews to love their Jewish 
people, it has to do several things for. them: 

a) It has to give them status by keeping a register or 
their vital statistics; 

b) It has to help them choose their proper vocations 
and remOVe the obstacles to their obtaining them. 

0) It has to draw on the talents or qualified Jews ror 
the enhancelJlent or Jewish Ufe; and above all 

d) Formulate and eni'orce ethical standards in economi'c 
relet10na to counteract the antl-Seroetlc stereo-types concerning 
Jews. 

If the Jewish · People is to perform these services for the 
individual Jew, the present chaos or competing and overlapping 
organizations and institutions of all kinds would have to be 
transformed into a chain of organic communities cooperating 
with the oentral Jewish community in Israel to forman indivisible 
spiritual solidarity. Each such organic community in the Diaspore 
would mediate rat' the individual Jew the living reality or the 
Jewish People, which he would come to love and make the object of 
hi s devoti OD". 

III 

Throughout the past, unti1 the · end or the 18th century, 
Jews were adequately motivated by a sense of duty aid a feeling or 
love to live as Jews. Those motives are discernible in the 
earliest beginnings of our tradtion, though under different names. 
The sanse of duty was rererred to as obedience to the will or 
God or as the fear of God, and the love of Israel as the love of 
God. Those two motives sufficed to sustain the Jewish People, 
despite its dispersion and its subjection to all manner of 
humiliatinn, torment and exile from l~d to l£'.i,.e, 

For the last century and three quarters we Jews hav6 
been exposed to the challenges of modern nationalism and modern 
naturalism. Modern naturalism tends to undermine the sense of 
duty. l>1odern nationalism demands that H e Jews should renounce ' 
our love for the Jewish People. Hence to live as a Jew today' . ...,. 
it takes all the resources of'wlsdom to retain the one and sa;e 1 

the other. 

The resources of' wisdom are 'reality, reason and Intelll~ence. 
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In the ~trst place, it is necessary to invoke such basis 
in reality at it. truest and best , as there is to be found for 
our sense of duty to the Jewish People into \<h ieh we have be~ born 
and with which the rest of the W)rld associates us. Secondly, 
it is necessary to prove that this sense of duty does not 
de~jend on the belief in miracles, which forms the basis of the 
traditional idea of God. 

As for the challenge of modern nationalism, the exercise 
of wisdom is needed to help 'lS n7ld 0%' invent the kind of social 
structu::e or frame~r')rk for the JewIsh Fdople as a m.ole which would 
be compatlbl'3 wit;l the ·~ende:lcy of modern nationalism to aim at 
total and indivlso1e sol1dariOy. The establishment of the State 
of Israel is only half the solution. The other half >t 11 have 
to apply to the Jews of the Diaspora where they should be able 
to achieve at least a tractional or hyphenated Judaism. 

Long and arduous is the road of wisdom in any exalted 
human goal. Most of all ~s that care with a goal so far unexplored 
as is the one of a new societal structllre for the Jewish People. 
Given, however, the will to live as a People, reinforced by a 
sense of duty, a feeling of love that which at present seems 
unattainable will be achieved. only half a century ago no-
thing seemed so remote a possibility as the State of Israel. 
l;lhy rna y not the unity of the Jewish People throughout the uorld, 
dedicated to the furtherance of universal freedom. justice and 
peace among nations as well as individuals, be an accomplished 
fact fifty years fram now? If we will it, it need not be mere 
wishful thinking. 

" 

. ' 
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Suggested Outline-for Sermon on Senunary 

High Holy Days 5708 

by A. ~,I . Heller 

Text-: ..... 11"~ nN 11'::I'l 11":p OiY t1]1?J" eEl '1ll: nl'iill -'9 
?-'l~ n1'ill 79 nl~l' 7N'~' IN' no :11'~l 01 

.1.H:7,n 'y1':11ll li~r; ilOO int" ",g Oill l " il : ' ;'''~N pn1 .' 'l~ 
0"7t1J '0'01 0"OW1 '0'0 K7N ~"n'I?J - '''il N~ r'Nl Q"'1'~ l'il~J 

l'n 1~"~7 .0"nOl ",D ~O'D ln~ 'll7 171~ 11":11 _nlJ"~e ~O'CI 
791 , ".,l lnov o"nen rHil,~i1.'l"tN o,nl l,l,n&, O',lt"1i1i1 7)i 0':)1.) 

';IV) nlK7'!17t'il iJ~701D o."n' '::170 7::11 •••• n.,D Oil::l l '''\ilfl 0'11"\o.il 
anx Il<'lil u.filD1j" ilD1Pl O"J71i1 1'l7n ilQ "J!lO • · •• /jlt:"l 

. .71n bnlN ,x;o'1 n~nl onlN l~yl 0'''\90 

I. 

Ii/TRODUCTION: 

As we usher in the C"K"l· .C'D~ of' 5708 our attention 
must perf'oY'ce "bE.; focused on Palestine for two prima,ry 
reasons: 

a. Jewish destiny' has always eeen interlinked . "ilith the 
Frond sed Land. 

-b. The" report of. the United Nations SpecIal Committee 
on' Pa.lestine in the ha.'Jds of the General Assembly, 
now'more than ever s~ells out dramatically the 

1"1il of' of the nationhood of Israel. At this 
season, where in accqrdance vii th Jewish tradition, 
the fate or all naticns is in balance-- n'l',oil 791 

11"N1 ],"'1 1t"N :,ON" 1l we pray that the ruling 
~atidns- of' the nlD71 o'''n'1 O'-":Hil'1 •• -.0 17rl7 • . wcr...:.ld be swayed by moral and hu..man c0nsider a tions 
in their deliberations on Palestine and not by their 
CUB tomary power poli tics. " 

II. While our hear~s are natu.rally end leeitii":1ately moved, .. 
'by the. Jewish drama -u.Yl,folded before the Uni ted Nations, 
the!.~e is danger that some of' us may rail to recognize 
that the struggle for Jewish survival and revival is 
two-fold in character: 

a~ The redc;~liDti .on of' Zion - PLUS 
b. " Deep cOl!c~rn for a spiritually thriving Jewi-sh 

life in the Diaspora. 

III. tl'll7 il.,p nllN'?' il,pr/ nD - History may not r .epeat \ 
itself in det&5.1 but in its broad outline we find . 
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similari ty in :.:.·).t:~Oi1!>.~_ exper'ience, b:'t applicable to 
cruclal p:po't.l('-_~:3 of our own. day . 

I. .1111~ n~ 11')'I'~ 1J-:3:3 ~l)l.rJ· i:H';l ')) n11-i1J 79 
Th:us. the Psalmist depicts the sad mood ,of. Israel's 
captives at the 10ss of life, land and national Blory. 
The rabbis i!::.: ta.e i".lidrash, however, by emphasizing the­
vlord 01' e':':!d~R"!Or to convey the thou8ht that Israe1 1 s 

_despondency at the waters of' Babylon was caused not 
only by t~leir rememoerance of' their tragic p lfght in ' 
Pale~tine cut by their racinE; a ney; dilennna: how to' 
survi~Je ' in U'!.eir new 'envtronr:~ent - Babylon. 

on) 1,n i~DK Jln~' lIl' ?7ll nl,nl 7P n Il~7 7K,D- 1«' np 
The ' Jc .. {ish ,rem."1.ant wept rar tL)c -national glory that ,.nl· n,D 
WC;.s no nore 3.S well as for its decimation in the landrHlO ilCC 

II. 

of exila. ' ~'it '~li~lll 

,Threats to Jewish Survival'in Babylon 

a:o'~t O'D~l '0'0 N~K C'n1U l·it K~ Y'Nl D"110 l'it~~ 
.tl'n!Jl nii:l 'O'D 1nl:7 " .3:1 17J.f} 11':11 n '11'90 "0"01 0''',11'11 

b. 

1. Literal ex~lanation: The sta3nant or .[.olluted 
·".'Iatel's of the Ll.lDhrates mcna cGd t:'le health and 
life of the JO'::ish exiles. 

2. ". Broadly :lnt.G!'T':r·eted: As the Jmvs first reached 
BabyJ,.qn thq," to.sted the l:!.fe or a i1.inori ty in 
an inimi. '~al an'lironment, thoi.l.gh' physically a 
prospero~J.s hmci, they ncvcrth,:;less believed 
that it' .spelled. death tor' thG3. 

In tq.eir &<}us tment to their nr::w .:::>hys].cal, economic 
and poli tl:;::.l life, thElY saw 7:lortal' danger l urking 
from anc,th :-;:,." direction •. 

,;;n no "l~O :''''lP; 10K .cnlN nN,l I"S')i n~ p~,n 
,Yl;J::Il::1l ' Nl:7l ••• ~l"i nut; rJ ?ID'l w''7010 ' i1"it'' '::I7D ?::I1 / 

tng1pt nC1pl C":l71i1 , 

~{ebuchadl'1.ezar saw the princes and leaders of 
Israel , though in chains YGt, walk erect, 
filled with a sense o·f Jewish dignity. 

2. 
• ~'n on' I< 

At the co~~and of the t y rant his officers J 
1,K'70·' non~ iJnll~ 11991 q· .. ·:U)D_and placed the:m. ~K·ln . 
u:t)on the shoulders of the exiles. 

. ~'hen ·the. Jewish book was . 
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conv;;rtcd bv the enel':'l..ies £'ro:n spiritual 
instru: ......... nts~ L1to !TIere matQrial burdens, 
IBrael' ;.;: strenstp, dignity and. confidence 
va'rJ.ishcd. Iron chains and other forms of 
persec·"'.·:::Lon co·'~ld not subjugate and de~imate 
them ll!ore than being stripped of their 
5pi:-i tli.:11 possessions •. . 

c. Hm'1 BABYLONIAl~ J:~~HSH PROBLEr'i1 ViAS SOLVED 

D. 

I. " Jewish nisg ivings regardinE possiblities of life in 
Babylon wore resolved by "follow.ing the counsel of . 

. ";·er6mi~,h: .,"'D nit ~7:1~1 nll1 lIel! jl;1t1"l i:l'~.J lJJ. 
119,'1 ,1t~S10n ~t(1 on 1l" ••• n1ll1 O"'Jl ,''''71il1 iJ"!JJ lnp 

\ .01'7·'" C:J? n"n" nDl~r?.J 'I) "·9" 01'(10 nit 

Jews adjusted themselves " t;;> their new c,Jnditions and 
opportunities. As t:tJ~10 we:nt on they feared n ot · the 
Euphra tes. .They. fared well..; . better · thaTJ. . expect·ed. 

II. The ~Jroblem of i1£11pl nOlI' Jewish di gnity an~ Jewish 
l:ope was so.lved for the :11 i1' 'Kt1 by EZGkiel .and 
o thGr prophe ts of t~1;:: :;·piri t. They brought fai th to 
Israel of 1od 1 s supromacy ciespite. Baby:L:mian m.ight; 
of' Ii:i.s love for th0!·r, jesui t6 Hi E nunish..."'11(mt as well 
as His desire p.nd ab~.J. lt~T to ;-:u':l:e' the Hbry Bones H 

live aG ~in. 

PROBLE;.!· OF OUR 'I·r:IES: 
"'Sl1 ,i:li1'l~1~ tliil 1l"li1~ O'll"lnn "'9 C"":31l l'n 1:l'f).., 

.n,£· !Jill 1."Ii1t.7 tJ'll,;;ii ..,,1 1") ·'not!] il~nDil 

I. It is net ural to grieve for the sit{ millions perished 
under the frazis ; for t.he thousands su.ffering and dying 
in· the D. P. cam.~-;: s but equally serious are· our loses in 
t .he prosperinG 2. s..nds of .the D1aspora. Our'~ 
are bein..:; weighed down. by rna terial burdens alrl • t\1u'SWe 

. gradually "lose O'.lr i1£1 .lpt ilD'lP Jewish dignity, 
consciousness 8..!"l.d hope. 

II. J ewi sh ihllnbers: If the. Mal thi.esion theory i.s oorree t 
that under normal conditio:ns population doubles itself . 
every generation, the Jewish ntLlTIbers should have exceeded 
today even that of the Chinese people. 

a. \jfhen we add ·h i starically all the DEIil · t11'P '}y j:J'll"1il 
wars, pogroms· an:.'!, persecutions, we discover that 
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our loses 7:tl n.1,ilJ 7li due to sp:lri tual 
f2mine w(;re e.ren greater . Not our eneiTI.ies but 
','Ie o'.:.rselves oft filled our 1:1""1:10 with "lIn 
the· material and D';;culir in life, thus losing 
our il~t!''f ilOIP - Jenish resistance 
against the onslausht of' might opposin,g forces. 

b. The rise and :raIl of' Italian a:1d French Jewries -· 
illustrate the truth that the "llrl q"'t{7D O"'''l~C 
!:10re · than "1t,:s 7" nH~7fJ."1~1 a.."'1.n!hil.ate JeYolish 
life. 

E. THE AMERICAN SeEN,, · 

I. Like the Babyloi1ian Jews we :follovled the counsel of 
prophet Jeremi.-::':1 ~·S1il 01 ~t1 nK HJ", •••• ll·n:.. IJ:J 
',.o:e nu.."'nber novi 6 r:~illionsf firmly ~sta·blished eco"nomically .• 
poli tic ally anc. culturally well integra ted. 

II. But our p~ob;tC·:~l of n9tpt nOlI' Jewish dignity, 
content and cunseionsness of' our destiny gives· us 
cause :for· apprehension. As VIC drinl{ of" the n'o "0"'0 
of our day we . .fihd s:,.-rmptoms of death: 

::;.. SMall ;.}ercentage of Jevlish children receiving 
Jewish education, inadequacy· of teaching profession 

. content and methods. 

b. Constant decrease in Synagogue at ~ende.nce . 

. . 
c. Incre~se in · lnternarriagc, etc. 

F. THE SK.';It~A;{Y IN THE TRADITION OF X:RE~UAH · AND EZEKIEL 
HELPS SOLVE pnOBLE7·1 0F .rEl-JIS!I S:JRVIVAL AND HEVIVAL IN 
AMERICA! 

I. The Vel""Y naJne . - JE'ii ISH 'I'heo;I.ogical Semins.r:i of . AM1~IUCA 
impl:i.es faith · in the feasibility of Je'.'lish life. ~n 
Amqrica. We strongly believe that Anerica will always 
remain the torch bear·e:r of freedom dcspi te some in­
equal ~ .. ti(;s and limi tation ·of opportunities imposed on 
rae.ial and reli [~~olis minori ties. 

II. ·Judaism. C2I1 t·'1r5.v(: in A!'1erica~. Ol.U""~'i)\" notf' ca.n be 
!!laintain~d thl-'v1.lgh the Seminary's efforts to· reinvest 
our C""lElO wit';:.· iH/l1j"> and restore the o,ln tl "0"'0 

nll"Yo "'0'01 of the Jewish.sp-trit to 
American Israel through: . . 
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a. Rabbinic dopaY't:"icnt to ,raise: Ezekiels - priests, 
and prophets 1'01' our day. 

b. Teachers Ii:s -t :tt.Ut0 to provide ,<,.'011 equipped and 
Inspirc1 . snicGs for t.he YOW1g: 

,c. College of Jev;ish Studies to rc";i!ltroduce the' 
prin-:iple of ilDrf l i1,", t il 

d. ACrlc.emy f'or Adult Jcwis'h Studies, r/omenl s Institute, 
Seu.il~ar:i ':::;'chool fbr J e\',oi sh .studi e.s to !llaJ.:e our 

!J 'Hm the contlnuou.s p'Jssession cif Israel. 

c. Eterna l L.1.f,: l1t and interdenominational studies to 
e~l,~in th~ Je\'~ and Judaism to the g~nt!le world. 

f. U"i vorsi t:y of .Judai sm (in the making) to remove 
the -'lin - th~ s~cul&r and the material and 
to invest eVer'1 phase of Jewish life w1.th .no.~p 

g. Viention limited synagogue program. 

May the How Y-Z:lI' bring us the r'.llfillment of our fondest hope's 
for Zion redeemed and ' for a revitalized Jewish spiritual life 
in America. 

~. ," 

'" '---~ 
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Bu"t' thi.s 1 s only '?/) e J not full da'y. Many 
still aslCQP: Have tc be C'.Hal .. cned to idea;t of inter.natlonal 
right.ousness .. 

in Rcsh ~8.~ran.ah lIb. On' Rosh Hashfl_nah -y;; SZ'>/7 

II (I' i0.'/; ~').vcd oeoole. C9f!1pCl.re ,- ,/ 
/-f.J')' 'l) 'Ie· /d /' J l' ---"/(.f! .,;)N ,./.~ / _ · f 

/ . v . ' , I 
"!hat; NO celebrat'e nOH is the coming out from dungeons. ,. 

.Joseph said • JC\"rs eRn be source of sniritual nourish':'" 
- mont to ,..-crld.-. Text has many p'ossiblli tics. - , ' 

r/{·:Pf r ~)~. _._3.[1}/_ '''i'~ . ~. ~"H.,jl - cc.-u-1:~,17 

On .secont;'! day gi vo 'deeper ~ n philosophical n approach. . 
Analyze-1·lil2.t goes on h'hnt .. holick ..... y mCB.ns . , , . 

. . l ~ i[:)rse ih 'GeTI.esis.2 ·. !'~'- --,~~;~.l~:c~ · r'fV-e~) .-fJj'r;~ ~);;'-. . 
In Tan.~umo. =-'.nd Genesis Rabbah,R,J . /,11-' ></' ... 5 r - Hith Godli-
ness. How can Q ',-IOrIO. be puilt. Have Godly. sense of justice . 
Not so I!luch tl),c l"bor 'J , . ~ "P. ('P' ..A-~(' . . )', c!~ r. .1-'; . ;< 0) r ' 

. /NJI! .fN:. · .,-,;::i,IJ), J("?? j)c,:'r.!-'? 1c.[J r",{'? ,e. , '" 

but the""".) • Cannot bo .buil t. ot.hcrtdse . ' '-<. 

) . 
1-1 .. ,.( /'_./ C2.n 100.0. back to Palestine. 

Hant, not : just · '::l.!lother · s~c.te but' 
ne'." state so fitr is that, ' . P0~hD.ps it 
for Norld. 

This is cxact.:iy Hhat 'He 
T'/{ryr. -..,~ . ;.. . seems that 
can be source Qf nOH 11fe 

J ~ g 
2 . ' The same Jo'scph text. Is cont!cc'tcd in. Sotah 3~b . 

",i th Es~lm 81-. ' : Log-ent ' of Jos,?ph te.l(cn from dungeon to be ad­
visor to PhC'.roh, . A$trologers did not .lib~ the idea, Had to 
knol-l a~l the s IJ)vcnty lfl.ngunges. Gnj.,l#iol then instructed Joseph, 
but 'could not learn, Put·;;, into' I!1~:)Uth. then .!j."b?' I'; '..).?Jf( 

0" /'1 ? I<. • HagD..nah . i tsplr I un- mili ti"l.ry people over-
night ,·ras able to fi.gh~, soven n.?.tions . Problem of government'­

'All of Ujl. thought it_ ,~roul6. to-lte y~Rrs . ~o learnl, .but /l.r _iD e 
")-rJ. {.I~ /j, y?/ • Joseph not sftuisfied··,nth. seventy , 

Ip..nguages, Put ,the "';:J into his name. ie' he lonrned EO. now 
langue.gc J that of Godliness' he every.thing hci did • . 

ThCl~t is Hhat Ne hope for from I8r.?e'1~ 
" 

Another kinc1 ,Qf text for seoond dny 
.3 . · HaN to create neN Horld? Yoma S4b· • . Contraversy: 

F.~ Eliezcr - ~-wrlct Has built from oenter out, 
R, Joshua.,.. ':,forld IJD.S built from sides in. , 

.'This soems li1.;:0 Q. n,;'1ive ' question; but r2,bbis Nere stu;" 
dents' of historv, Lll,::c us ,-they HOUle!. pavo uarited to fD.8hion ix, 
1>101'1d. R. Jos'h~a gives i1 tess valid vicn", &tnrt rr'om fri-ngcs. 
R. Elicz'crt s botter • . /) ~"63 f'//6N start in center of things. 
l\Thether hnye nC'H _llorld de:9?nds on a~pro8..ch . Che.ri tiCS ., the 1'1',ec_ 
dams, Unl tea. i\}"v.tl.ons, . all Drc only t'l 7,,9 'i) . ,I' importe.nt but· 
not cnoug~ . · .I 

• 

- . 

/ 
c 



, ':' 3--

Change attitude of ma.n. Not 'enough t o say. .rift" r,-/Jl J must. 
also be /.)' )1')/ p/[{, fi' ,'" fi:l:RaShi on this verse, , 

, , , ' -,,,/<- 7'/pfV ?/..., J :17 / ?t</j'r'? f I~? 
lfucncvcr .. t';c ,have o.callngs of any' k~nd: Mus t ·pursue! peace. I 

. Tr0'1?u.c 1s :)01." al l PC(\c~~sccIcing i~ only f,ermal, ",from .. ' r-j • 

• -I n For SaIto _ of Heaven, stor:y ·told o f Abrnham " and " . 
Abimclch. "i"'}? .. " J):J' ( Jj.,~-'; ,j .~o7I-J~1~ntcr intp' covcrnant,. ," 
but r,cmat.n:-dJ' ".':.i£ -TfW"p T:r:oublcyith _a l.l" pac t~. /~--:r;f..A ~~ T.~ ./ . 

2 j( ,,'J/sTS -I L. l.'n~ ~mpor, tant:to scel{ stF!.tc
d 

pth,e,rs s.c.ld look ~' ''''~f 
human rights, but t~is 'Iva? only P'll,.1) "Ire Nor~au. once s~.ia 
HUIl).3.n - rights must be on. l~l'T bool~s .like . flPlano in a ciraHing r oom, 
even if rio OD£! ca,n USC . i~ • . The prob, 1 em' ,of Jevi.sh rc.fu,gC~.s 1,"-; -

1ld,~Jr,£.~t~tRP:~m 0.j;tpe1r,s cn ~~, . nh ;:.~~; T"w i-'!'; S .( ;~, 7 J.;J/· ·~. ,.(;-.·fd/ 
r"f~ ·. '. Jc. pf../J c . ifi~ ' . . ') L , . - ~'L_~ _ _ 

I t l,ms a lJropcr dcirstp.n lng .that . Zl~mism. \ras only ·solutlori. 
l-icant llfe or. dCQt:P . . _ . 

TiO this~in l~lth JCHi.sh lire, Amcr19an Jmv shOivs .. 11tt .. lc 
understanding." !·-iuch nON building going .on, IdeD. that: :that 1'1111 

' intensify JCHis111ifq', but is only f .rom sides .: Hc~.rt 0.r ··p :hjblem 
must be attacked.· . . , , ' '.: . .: . 

. t Touch on rcl-lgiou's problem: must be living J .el·rish ·C9m.:.. 
munl ty. In spi .tc- of J '!)h'ish stD.tc five · mi l1J:>n JCHS·1;.11J:l rC!l1ain 
here. Need 'scholo.rship ", irlt.cl.ligent ·JcFi.sf). ' lay~ ty j etc. c.t~. : 

I 

, . 

. , 

'. \ 

• 
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'. Dr. LelTintha1 

KOL NIDRE SE;.qMON MATERIAL 

~.F; ·~,:,,:;ur.J.ly used for, a spec!fis:ally religious ~~eme '~ a 
'se':'i ("-i./o <:l',c ·'~iJ:;I:·_ :""L·r .. ..:.f .· li . .('e &.nd.. our hellefs. ', Is usually p'!'eD.'~hed 
r'i g;:-(.: &.:~ ~:~~} .. \'1::'" r\l ~:.('i:::'€' fi.n:i bE-fore r.iaariv. ~ 

.~~ <~.~j!l~ c 9. -

. The old J~:1 8.eks . ~r.nli befor~ going to . the Ko~ Nldre , 
'as ~n 2;r..s..:n'Jle of his et~1ii..:e.._i. sensi tl vi ty. The K61 Nldre i t 8~1:L 
g"i.\·\~G s. ,glimpse irito the tmportance of . ethics t .n J~,",lsh 11.fe~ . . 
Le ',;,,;:. 4~24 p~l/, pjJ1IB'rF - uTransform ourselves t~rough r!.tuD.ll1. 
1d d:.:c:."J:l Tan..llunlo ~1' Savo . 

,.~,~:).p.: . · -:;;~::.fi1.JIsiah ~ " !lIs this the ' date 'of fast1ng I desire?!1 
i..:·<;·~' \ '" 1-,', :;)1'D Mecih - "v..T!lat does God requ1:r:e of thee!!. 

The Te.lmud states that the' first .questi0'l1 God Nill 
:- ,1;t'.:eJ~-' aslc .. ln the next \.,rorl~ 1s uDid you carry. on your. 
\ ~"I;Ji.:'ft .n njlJ .business truthfully? . 
.:.. . .'. The: ethicB:l treatise Aboth ' ss a: .mo~t popular one . . 

Y?ma ·71 fO""'" 1"1"'"'' '" ~aF "f-1.1'l/, -pun;) J)'"?'-{/c "S ,the market 
jJ..Lace. . . . . . . 

Story about · R. I sraeL Sa1ante~ (Students had ,,,,ter 
brought py e, girl) 'r;:;fJ f}\?r [ir.I';>qn I,¥ ,V?:) "'/, ' '13 ),"Jl 
Haldane _ living a . cruel A'l~ Hhhe holding religious belief's 
causes contempt .of "that ideology. 

'Need of KIdclush HD,shem VB. Hillu1 Hoshem 1n 11r·e. 

' l-!idrash on Deu t 48 : r'[''' I.~I'..J '~pe ',> , 

P;)Q. ""'Ie. ' Irc'a/", In 'Torsh Te!'!'1i!::lah 
- ' : ..... • <> 

-. II. Psvcholoi!ical Ve.lue of Kol Nidre 

Some ra,bbis opposed it,: one c;Ued it ..J)'C~ ~"..J'I ' 
Others "tmnted ·to 8ubst1:tute other Biblical .·material in l.ts stead. 
Its importance sh01·rs the ·.Jel.jish o.utlook on the ' sacredness 01' the 
spok~n H'ord (the opposi t 'e of Fqrld dl,plo!7la.cy). . 

~,) '."';, "Ie note that the . "",)1(" [t.",' :po~nt9 ' out that 
the expression ., .n1"U-,,, 'is ·used t wice in the ·Bible. . 

. a • . In ca~e of Pot~ph~~t' s ".l·!lfe· 'fiT' h'N,-,-7>. 
h . In" case of Abraham I~t . ~IN ,,7). 

In a J Potcphar'l s · \'life did not mean ,,,,hat .she 9~ld; In .b J 

Ah(,.:lr~m .mean uw.t· he said ( 1" .1). . 

. . ,""fie ',,,,.,.,, 'OJ '", JIll, I') f'::J!J''r 
J oseuh to his bretnrcn -

(tt''\. r.ot say n you hearn out II yo.u see ll 
_ II by my actions toot I 

l"'''··· ·A· , , 1,e~ I soy n ,., .~ ....... \. t. . c;:. . 

o 



• , III. 'j ' 
Fund~rai s"ing f1. t . Kol Nidro rI"IP.kcs problems _ hON ' to con.:.. 

ncct proper th er.ic? . 

1;1 ~[_ )1_""' ~ l!'!1_': on · K_\ 'J>:: 5 s:Z!. P8.ragraph 3 (Ii ttle edition) _ 
V;l l."' TI ~.f:):.:n;:: " .-;~ .!'~ .. ~:.::~. 1 :.·~·:~\::.:' 6 ·i 7(;iLf3 38, ·God " forgave, th,c S1 :1 (;t' the 
\}" .::~' .' •. ~ -:~).. ' ;'~;'." ~ ' .(. /: ....... _ ,'y.:.' t !;',blctsc) 

. ':. ' ~ ~.~ . I ;; \:':' ll ._. __ .f"';\ ... ..::> .:nnFo 'InA ;~i :.(! , ' 
"p..,:)jJl;\ '.r,,-J~€'t e.,.;r. . . 

T;;~; ;l f:' :l '~ :1:':' :::::-;;' tiI. \:: ': 'I:~af·~ e ~ ; '.1;:', rcqui~cd the building of a 9,fuiCtu; .. ).ry., " 
~:E"i.: }-·( . .: .. i"i •. -:':, ::' =.. living. G~i"f",,,o:- i) the effect of forgiveness a n:t (.I::~ t he 
:Cr,:: ":·c,, "!. · ;~ '.:-s l:f Houl d,. be d.:l. ::J[ ~pntcd ... 

IV; 

U. J.A. th"cmc '_ found in -Ze1.tiln! s article in Jm·!iSh 
~:· . .-:.,~J ;~ !'ly. Rev-ieN comIi1ent~ng on the BoDle of' Jubilee s (34: 19J " I 
. . .. ,",Thy H"q.s Yom Kippur lnsti tuted 'on the lOth or' Tisfrri 't 
:"") ' J' ;..~ day Josc]Dh: s bl"ethrc1.1. threF him into ptt ana. sold h1m t o 

. t..~...:' ~;~a:~maclitqs. Danger of -our selling out Zion to .the Ishmaelit e s 
... :~. ,·le '.10 not aid bur brethren. . . , 

. Wli:r diq. · :they ~cl~ ' him? " 'j)ln"') ,N t . .J~"c.IfC.11/';" lI.and ·they 
32.W him away off ll - He need to be closo to our brc·thren· and not 
l o t them ~ot'in tho pit; . .. ... 

I An imsHcr to · Bevin's: ('(csire to sec JCi" I s ro'main in 
Europe FIN I ~ 1;1, I' r") ') I. r 1) , dCC9.S '. o~ ~ni t-~Scf(li ti sm. 

"e' f""-'!')' 1"'3~Q. r?/c' 'E..Y ' ' 
. ·v. 

, ,p-> f' 

B'D. Ged bn P I~N !.J '" 01' ! T' 'n ";lJJ).J , 
The r;100 ni ng of life" .?oS found .in Eosh Hashanah l8A •• 

(1) Li',e sheep " , , ' • i " ' 
or (2) like steps (,"N ll'''' -"',/,,' /'1) Rashi says they ' 

arc . narrmv ( \\;;:,~3~ ;}~ rf.r j'!c) ' '. 
(J) li],e soldiers of the house of David ' 

she.cp : ..... mcr 'c ' exist'ence . . .-(1. ) 
(2) A h i'gh or loyal, using s tcps to ,higher cu.lturai level, 

but; only for ',one.self "Hi thri"o one at .·the ... ~s.1.q.c s.. 'No 

(3) 
brea dth of lifc here. . 
Sol c:'iers _. R .. Jud~_h_1. s opinion - ·'not at? soldiers in 
army , b u t · of hous o' (messianic ern.) of David~ 
i-T~~O sacrifices for the l!Ies s i,')_~ic ng,?, as titc . h~ghcst. Man 

Hcb:, cH Hard' ,P It () is p ·lural in form. 
I (D.) }1c're exl stencc 

" (b) Rea lly 1i v~ng 
."\-::t 0 TI NC sny ,u' I" F He romind' mnn of a higher form -
';~:' .:1. lQi.1cr form .of life .. 

'VI, 

.. ~.'g?p . . for Faith in 0. ' Fai·thlcBS Ap;-e ' 

as contrnstcd 

~he Ta lmud Yoma st c,.t os ,that the high- priest read the 
'B (" ... ok of Job b9f.ore s erving ' i n the Temple. 

(a) Fv. scinatlon of the book·-a classlc philosophy of 
r.·()O~ .. and evil. Also a drama of the first 0rdcr. Tell highlights of 
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• 
it · briefly. . 

. (h)Thcorlcs of origin':" as a symbol of a need even 
if non-existence of Job 1s assumed B.B. 

B.B.15 !oT;'.J ,<f', "' ·'~i,F;>'·I'lc -

There is a Bacolthat r It It ')vOl Ij~D i'Jl:> 7)Q.tJ aleo EI. stfl.tomcnt 
that Mo?cs read the book to the slD.vc~ it) Egypt. 
"that 1s tho connection botHean Torah of Moses and Book of Job? 

Torah:" ideal blu9prlnt, yet gases l.fantcd to tell of 
difficulty of path, - temptation'" of Sata (Job l S 1.d .. fc 
say's II Curso God and die! 11 forst.'.kc your ldcals-'~ . 
II Even though he sl2.~ me, yet \11'111 I trust· in him ' -. fn~ th 
To(!~ny mt'.ny· arc Ipslng faith :In ',the t·lOrld • . Need to re­
member story- of Job • .:.. str.cngth to . st~nd .by ideals. . 
R09.bbis differed on dogmas 1n IS.rael - lvhcn rcducc.d to 'onc, 
it is "'nl lJ'jjINkl-?'~ '3 

K'1bbi m.rsli:y in Hadoar: . . f" 
~~I'l' '<)0 ~J",f' P" : "~ ')';'0 ,>"le,,"I, ")~ .. Je. 'i'J'i'"' 

(he.so·n on Syrin.c ordor of Bible) _ .this sholl'S ' tho ulnco of fnlth 
. boti;J"oen the Horld -ulan ' of Deuteronomy arid the Dl vine' Promise f'.nd 
the· actual bat tIc for thc l.?nd. Book of job stresscs tho ' need of 
faith, ("Though he slay me, yet "'ill I believe in · him." ) 

j ' 
A !musar scrmon .:... la'ck .of. religion qtc. 
The need for educationo 
The TOl'nh Re<.'.ding begins . ,,,i th ment'ion ' of death of 

Nafutv and ~ll.vihe.. . 
. Rabbinical ste.tcl!lcnt that· "h.c . ,",ho, ·rcnda. this and woeps 

is assured long ' lifo for his childrcnft ._ the importance of the 
mc 8 sago. 

. , '\iD-e.t ,c.auGcd their d.cath? They ',entered P"1~ j\ 'iO/IlN . 
. . ' . - en·tered Je'-'H:sh life naked in mind ' 
(Lacked all J e..rish knmdedg c - II" p'.!' l~i~~1 j),'JeJ'i) ...f)d,"")Q.!I) Yet 
Nftdav and Avihu did enter the sanctuary [I.nd did not rcmn1.n on · the 
o)1tsido '(Par~llcl of synagoguc . members ~nd officers l'W.ked of. 
J e .... ish garb). ~his is st:ill one step '.abovc· those l<1ho do . not 
enter at all. 

Plead for JCi.>lj,.sn education • . 

':'01< KTPPUR. II (Yizkor) 

G'od is, s~o!".:cn of ?_s ;lp'.J) -~- l)i,., ·,.j II ,this 113 believed t~ 
bc a gr(:at tribute-to Him. Yet "b.'-Ticc in' R..1.bbinlc 11 tcrature, God 
1s .called II · f' u\ ~ i\.I() ,~ II. _ a hl-gher tribute, . ?_ gr .;:!at c r miracle. 

(a) Th9 p"(~.6ple ,",ere in Gu ,S:oensc tl11'p..ftcr the slnugh':" 
tering of the gov.t, then they camc .nnd snid;1I 1n:1fe, ~J'~)- f:J :nN 1) 11)1\1" 
(Yoma71 " on. ·Lev, l6:19) · 1\ . 

(b) YOfil2. 79 a, - uhen the Eabbis left Pu~editha they , 
said: " . ·".i',,.,Cr "'J'1/~ ·p"tI "r JJl' ""r> i)'"N 
This Na s s~id in these 'tHO lnotanccs as a hlgh!?r tr.lbute .:.. lI..e.klng 
11 vlng pc'oule r eally Ii v d. · , 

. 1: 1) . Clennsi,ng from sin - >~hon perforin God I ·S 1'1'111 and 
consider God o.s · our 1\ p." /'I ':\'" 'ttI!1 (moral value s) ....: need of such 
a sense of sin, l1ishle J: . fO"l1 -",Ue" P'N' r' Ire . 

. \fuy repent !ol'{l Jl!.Jtl f , _ some years are of life and 
some are not • 

• 



First Day (KaDlan) -
Ue mus t reclwn ,-,jith tBAOecta'tion 'of people."t o hear about . 

signlf1cance of h?:p}?ening~ 1n Eret~ Isra.el:·. Give. short q18- ' ,. 
cussion of pl ace of ErstZ I sr~el in life of JeNs . 

Last. YearJ ·s events 'const! tut"e t ur~l.ng POirit ": sec'o:n4 " _, ~ 
o~ly ~o EXQdus~ . I mpress up'~m peopl e that _.they. are living through 
a great event. set f .ort,h notion that things l1,tll not be same 
in Jewish l~fe.as have been. Need for . red.lrectlng. our efforts. 
i n behalf of J eylish life. 

'-lhy i s event i n itself important? {Idea of self help: 
suece-s8 N.3.!? 12J'gely thr~ugh our OH~ efforts'J. ~ .~ .: ", , ~; .. . . 

1. ' Events,vlndicat~d o"llr . p eople 's FAiTH in i ts rut~~e . 
Time Na"s running out but fatih waR vlndl.c~teq..· ... Hhen there is so 
much disl11usi,bD.,ln ~"iOrld, one .pcfnt of ' Itgh~ .is h'elcome· • . ~.The· 

fai th ls bcHlec1 on .history as having. meani'ng; providence in history; 
. hu.man " eyen~s not fortui tOllS· and meal!ingless. . , 

2. Events 
of 'Jel'Ts: to. outlive 
aga"ln.st such outs~ 

have revealed vi t~1.1:i~tr ,and I ;e~tip'eratl ~e. pm,ier 
so many. 'centu~ies and t o take UD life anel" 
Fact that vital~ty e'lis t s ie comfort ing. 

H2,Pl)eBings have acted' as a blo6d transf'usionHl A' good 
description of such ' a turning potnt is j?aal.n 102:12~19 • . Crovning 
event is estab lishing of s"ta-te, of :r;srael. ~ 

. :... .. supreme sacrif'ice by "Nnich acc.omplis.hed, complete' 
devotion, seIf':"renuncia ti on, :t:'or achievement of that goal. . - . 

Even t s have . shot'In to '"l ... hat 'extent .:f,utllre of our people 
1s tied up Hi th efforts of .... '"~at~'O !l-~_ ... "':'.' .:: f or ·peace , . 

. • Evidenil~ : of .hol"! life of J e,h':ish 
people 1s index of life of -",o.r.ld. Fact· that .Jel'JS are in this 
posi ti0l! should be significant indication t':la ,t our. existence 
is proof of neeCl. in . ,l:T1 s t ory- ....... . " ~:3:-t has happ,en to the JeH 
ls· evidence and pr6mis~' of sDmething gooe;' in Horld, The one 
moment O"f t generousi~y that made- it possilJl.e i~ the one indication 
of health in the ",orld. 

The s e events Hill be lost ·unlesr. l ... e r eali ze' that rtIeta~ 
morphOlJis .he.s· qccur,r..ed •. ·.Can:'."\! go back~ to Je1vish life on · same·· 
basls',as ·before •. ( ?omparc the novel YOU ,CAN I'T . CO~:1E }lOgE . AGAIN) 

. ~ ' . . . -" .' " It'" . ' . 

Hidr'e. Sh9n ~/c...) ' ?Y¥ .. r_·':-~h;if' "Joy u O1SJe 

, . (J ,; ~~ )~ if-1JJIj) . ~\ ~lrl ~n ~ ? ~JI'~ 
Imp orta~t !, 1'1e f!.r~ .conti~uing as n. · . JJQ..'1n' /',~ 

ie 9a people th[l.t sh2.l l b.e created·.~1.1-11 prais·e the Lordn' - ·to be 
re-crea:tcd in Eretz I srael and the!) ·oU"tsid~ . The state of I srael 
\"ill be diff·erent·· in that: 

.. 

, . 



':'2_ 

~, Not home of all JC\"1S 

2 , Not -ba's"ed-: ,on tr&dl tic'nal ,b oundarie"s 
, " 

3. Not n" theocracy , Hill hav~ equality f0r non':"'Je,-rs 

Canrio t c:)~t~:t:lue on same terms . " Hus-t motivate aneH 
l:tfe as J o,,; in Diaspora . (In -Ere t z Israel none needed ~' ) 
Save U s fro~ depending, 'on an~i ':" semitism to ~cep us t ogeth~r •. Cf~ 
I saih 10:,,20 . Have to have. irJ1. ~rent apur ec'iation of JeHish life . 
He need creative ca-oacl t y to I;lurvivc fin Er~'):;z Israel need absorbQ':' 

. tive capClclty ). EariY ,minimize c~cativp. cap3A.ity 'of tn~spora . 
Eu~t r OlfeH" raith ,in it. ,, - ~T' ~>J l.J a..Jt·tJ ~ ~~ . . "_ 

,f~'7fJ. , /' 'JIr~"'j,~./W6- ,;PM . , , 'cVlr,,)1$-1 1 h j)' ,~/3! 
, ' :;J.~ "/'a I ' ;;0 '-rr;})lJO' 

Prayer of ,I r 'f'5 is also im!,ortunt Ip ~ ' ~ !. , ,, ' '7i<i/-
, ' iji l d 1"') 1 t',. <" ,',fotv'" I ';> ~ -,-,-. /: f4c ,' ,,>fll < p ' 
, >7 // ' .r J;71 l C'>f" J tfJ ill".. ,,'<..1/1 ,< .,? l' I. /I~ i ~"/;;' 

Bcnutiful- ' ..c"'.~)·01 ice.tion t 9 .tClIIs· or Dlaspora. ' Hmr cart "d.'CVI!J.Op dc_ 
-:bends ~bs.o :rb.e.tive capac! t y of 8.udlenc.e . I t involves : .' 

-

1 . . s:~P.tus of peopl.eho~d bound by c~mr;'lon rel~gi~UG . , . 
oJ vi"lization. Include .. a ll '!,!ho t>rlsh to be :ldent if'ied. 
}fuo~.p organizational life of "J el,·r must be: reconslder"e9,- . 
t[nity throughout '>I,orld to be founq.ation . Develop:, { 

. those s'oiri tU8. 1 values Nhich. 8.re fe-Ulid in our culture. . ' - . . ' . '. ,. - - ~ . ~. '. 

2. Replenishment of 
exprcss{o'n:ln TSofomn 
Crcatc ~ r-b.ke JC1,rish 
i nfluences . : "Develop 
· ,,'h~t · i '" J"1.,-I a11 \ ,,;,c. _.:l .... . . ~ • • 

cuI ture.l life·: neN·.r! tuals ;· ·r ind · 
observance " that ' ,1.s l]1efl.ningful ~ 
life Visible:! " in s"!Jitc non- Je1'11 sh 
ar.t_1 archltcct'uFC- etc . to. express . 

; , , , ' 

J. Re c onsiderati on of , . pl~_cc of, r,eligion and. God in 
J CHi sh l~fc • . FiJOlcl. more po.r·sonal, -relation of indiv:idual 
-to God as' s0~rce .of .hur!1an s -plf- r .cTIm·lal , groHth. 

, 

r 



'""----- to "yrcscl1ted into four' · 
~arts . First- day , /QJI:w ""-'.!-Iv ,:" is upcrmost in people's 

minds . This y-car, subjec t ,of Erctz ,lsrael , problem is' seen by' 
a ll, much depends en approach EI.nd .garb. 

Various possibilities: /~? t h. I~ ~rll /'f'I:." .... '")(1<: · .. . 7 ~rf .. ) I ;:J iil . ".-
. . 1.').'J />y, i . . . . 

~rhy specific,,-lly . . »'r /?A ? Zohar say's I ~ 11' . means ' " 
sOI,othing mystical . Bible. calls do.y . J].-r;.", I'lt . () 
,This e:9proach is gpod because peop'le ·'inquisitive - ",dnt t o knov' 
Hhat G.iffcrcnt sounds mean . 

Different sounds of Shofe.r have d Ifferent mcan~ngs • . c . g., 

-;oj := """/' 0h. /fo . . '2) !,J,~i',}t I'.!b~ {lj'le I jJ/l~r . 
It' . . (". () la" " pI-i'" .. , . _ \ · .... )/vr-"7) '(/:» , r ~r·1 '<,... 

f" r '" .. -1.1r'1.1 .. : .... ;> .. _ ;"'j '/ n '· .I~~ (r:-il)y J)f), := 
- 'il I ~ - (' -, ~ ) ... 

j-o .)' • . iI "r·· '" .p- I-y. . 
I NOl'T understand uhy.. .. ~ {/ "I 6 " 1 17/' ', f ,c. - \-Ie must 

" I 

recognize dangerous 9igne.1s. J CN.§ s~rvlved b.e.cRuBe never lias 
me.s t ored by citl1crr~ T" i?(' o;,~)·d"I'-;""'~-/'.A.Ti One . of tragedies 
of our ern is .th;).t Ne Hore so j ubilant in victory ovcr Nazi s, 
did not sec ' rcst of s·i tuntion. Time nm" to sec danger signals ~,; .. 
ancl overcome ' ~hcm • 

. . ' .' Jel'!s Sf'.H sign of " i"J (Ie. in · t~mc of war. EXXX. Dea th of 
" .. -:'./ 6 , 000·, 0'00 . J el'IS mOL!rncCl. them but did not lose gives, N0rked all 
~. /. " . 
. . : .. , the harder , so n01:l He .spo JOHish . Stnte. Danger n61~ rroul d be if 
'.,' l'le sa,t b;"1..ck smugly', Have t o hear 1)1"1(lr;; yrl?/t :... sec nll . the 

dangers and roo.ouble a.ur 0 ff·orts . .' . 

. __ ._-- --- -- -- - ~- .. ---.---'~ " --" 

2. St0ry of 2ft tri bcs in Numb'ers '}2 ' 6 r;, ',,:, 'p.k ,) 

. . .J .. ry /?~h 1')J,lryr'I,C,.,J Important 
to sec thp.t eveJ:}. though tnoy Nantc(I to truce ~ t cnsy , saN .tkXill:.z-N 
truth o~ t·ioses l argument . 

This te)~t ha!? advant age' tha. t can be ndnpted t o lJlany 
p r oblems : Isr0.cl, idcnllsts fighting for bettor'l:FQrld, people , 

' giv ing lives f or JC"Uish c1l1ture ·and ·r ell£;.i on,-cf Verse 16. Flocks 
ftrst 'and children next •. !.f1drash 9.;1.ys -v I" J-a' lJ. r~C-1 """I , .... ' if IP" 
( v"jl.ll) " . ;,/e7Jp)//'i '/'/'/'.J"'''' t," ',-,e 

Uoscs reversed order. In Amc:rl~n l i fe , H'h~ t shoUld' come first ? 
Another text·: .S1~E" ;,/Il-t..4 .. ' .... , .- /1"'1 .' "k ,;'{l .f.·.-t .. 1~:J",71 J~ J '/" 
. . (I G-/tr' . ... f . 
If .. Ne do ~'JI'ite :then h'C ,:rl11 dcs '~rve. tribute given. them in Joshun 
22 . Worth stri vinfL..rpr~ . / . l' '/'/~ I./e.. ' ..... A l-J1. If . IL ;: 

'. 'JJ.)~Fj)1'yf."".':> J' r"/ ' 

......... _---- . --'--
,'i ,7: '( 3. HaRada ~ in Bcr~Ghot '4A . ... Bnsecl. on the Kinor . 
1.<.- . , f' ('\ ')" "' .. 1 _ DaVid eontra3ted to other kings . C~.n bc 

ccmp .... rcd "Do victory of Jm,Js. Achievement In . Isrp.c l not because 
other ' np.tifDS ·sm·! dEl.lITD , S~.H justice of · situation. Noh' they must 
oee . \ 

. '; "'1~ 
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(top left) 
DeleS:lte i l dr:lWIi 
to lhe Book ami Art 

Service Exhibit. 

(top right) 
Mr. and Mn. David 
Freetn:ln of Haifa 
ulk thing. over 
with dele(!:~te. in 

Concord lobby. 
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(left) 
Berman Levin of 
Brooklyn, chairman 
of the Convention 
Committee, opena 

lhe proceedings. 

(lower left) 
Charles Esensten, 
president of the Po.· 
dfic: Southwest Re­
lion, :lnd Beo ux 
from Lo, Ansele .. 
later elected a na­
tionalviee.presiuent 
of the United Syna. 
gosue, are umons 
the mst to reGister. 

(lower right) 
Dclegntes from all 
over th e United 
Stzitell und Can:lda 
ailltro experientet 
of ayoafJogue lile. 
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by RABBI LOUIS FINKELSTEIN: 

Conservative Judaism 

And The Moral Reawakening 

My THEME tonight is, "What Other changes, too, have' oc-
is Conservative Judaism?" curred.in our lives, in these seventy-

Perhaps I can illustrate best what odd yea·rs. The people of Vilna 
I believe Conservative Judaism were very poor. They Jived in 
aims to achieve, by recording an squalor, and many of them per-
incident, which happened almost haps even in filth. Their life was 
eighty years ago. materially hard. They worked late 

It was reported by a man who hours, and had few pleasures. 
lived. in Manhattan, early in this Thank God, that has changed. Life 
century. in America is very pleasant. 

Although he was a great Tal- Obviously, I would not suggest 
mudic scholar, charactc;ristically his that it would be right or well to 
name is probably unknown to any- give up the material pleasantness 
one present here, except the Rab- of modem American life to go back 
bis. He was Rabbi Jacob David, to the ghetto life of Vilna. But, I do 
or as we called him affectionately, maintain that if we have to choose 
and with Yiddish familiarity, Reb between the spirit of Vilna, with 
Yankel Dovid Slutzker. its love for Torah, its spirituality, 

( ;He related that about twenty its high 'moral standards, and deep 
years before, he happened to be in piety, on the one hand, and mod-
Vilna, on a visit. One night, as he ern American civilization, with its 
was preparing to go to bed. there \ crass materialism, its overconcern 
came to his mind a difficult passage " with pleasure, fame, and the gliuer 
in the great Code of. Talmudic of success, on the other, we would 
Law by Maimonides. do better to choose Vilna. 

TroubIed by this passage, he I can easily' demonstrate this 
could not get it out of his mind, thesis. We know full well that the 
and lay awake trying in ~.riQ.u;; spirit of Vihla has produced all 
ways to resolve the difficulty. About that is good in us. We are here 
two thirty in the morning, he arose, $t a United Synagouge Conven­
dressed, . and went to the local 1tion. ~ecause our ancest9rs loved 
Synagogue, to check on the Code Torah. We have helped our broth-
and the Talmud. 'When he arrived ers build the land of Israel, be-
in the Synagogue, he easily found cause we inherited some of our 
a Talmud, and a copy of Maimon- / ....... ancestors' idealism and generosity. 
ides. ~ We are concerned with the edu- •• 

There was, however, one impe- cation of our children, and give 
diment to his research. There was disproportionately to good causes, 
no place to put the books; the because the spirit of Vilna still 
synagogue, by no means a small flickers in us. 
room, was crowded with students. nut. what ,kind of children and · 

We have obviously traveled far grandchildren are we likely to pro-
since those days, whicI\ seem almost duce? Can we, in whom traditional 
pre-historic. I imagine there is not Jewish piety has become so pale. 
a synagogue in the United States, transmit to a future generation 
where one would have dim·culty in even the measure of spiritual en-
finding space for study at 3:30 in ' ergy, of which we remain pos-
the morning, or for that matter at sessed? 
10 or even 8 in the evening. Th.ere are indications perhaps 
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that we are doing much. There is 
the United Synagogue, the Rab­
binical Assembly, and the Semin­

. ary. There are the Ramah Camps. 
There are our more than six hun­
dred synagogUes, each with its own 
religious school; each concerned 
with youth. 

Yet there is all too much evi­
dence; that what we are doing is 
not enough, does not even begin 
to be enough; that the spirit of 
Vilna is being permitted to weaken 
among us, and may even disappear. 

Some of this evidence is available 
in an article, in the New Yorker 

. for October 26. 1957. The article 
should be required reading for 
every American citizen. 

It is heart-breaking reading be­
cause the boys in it are our own 
chilclren, the young ci tizens of this 
country. The writer tells us that 
more· than 200 Turks were taken 
prisoners by the North Koreans. 
Some of them were wounded; every 
single one came back alive. Almost 
7200 American soldiers were taken. 
What ~lappened to them had not 
happened in any other war; more 
than one third died in captivity. 

The General who gave the writer 
these terrible statistics said the pity 
was that they did not have to· we. 
they could have come back alive. 
nut, our youth was not brought up 
to face the problems of destitution 
ancl a primitive life. They had been 
softened, and so the things they 
had to do for themselves they could 
not do. Many even went over to the 

., 

I 



enemy and collaborated with them. 
Here was a General speaking. He 

said the Army cannOl train char­
acter; that the place for character 
education is the home and it be­
gins when the child is still an in­
fant. 

TI'eSt: GTIt elCcri"pu from thlt address ildiu­
It r ltd by PrufessoT Fi"lu:islltill, cfumed/or 
01 ~III; j ewish Tilitological Semillary oj 
Amaicfl., ' fl.1 Ihlt, Unilltli. Syllagogue Call ' 
VltIIIIOII. 

Let us approach the problem of , / 
. American li fe in another way. The \. 
Russians have launched a couple of t 
satellites. I do nOt know the pre­
cise truth abollt our failure to do 
so; but it is said that America was 
prevented. at least in part, from 
launching a satellite because of 
Anny, Navy and Air Force rivalry. 

thing to behold. In the fourth 
entury it was a heap of ruins. 
omething happened to the moral 

fib~r of the Roman people, and 
their wealth and powe: could not 
protect them when this had gone. 

We will find the scientists to 
build a sputnik of our own. But 
how tan we handle .the disease 
which threatens us with the fate 
that has befallen each empire be-It is believed by many Americans 

(

that at this time of peril to our 
nation, when our very lives are at .. 
stake, patriotic citizens at the .head 
of our anncd services are more 

fore us-the loss of moral 'charac­
ter? That is why I say mat the 
spirit of Vilna seems preferable 
to the spirit of New York. The 
spirit of Vilna could create New 
York, but the spirit of New York 
can create only another Dark Age. 
, I am sure I do not have to labor 

the point here that what is true of 
American youth generally is also 
true of our, Jewish youth, We have 
for the first time in our long his­
tory, problems , of juvenile delin­
quency of our own; we have ceased 
to be a people free from the taint 
of crimes of violence; we indulge 
our children as much as do our 
neighbors; and on the whole, they 
respond to this indulgence in the 
same manner as Americans gen­
erally. 

, concerned with the prestige of 
their particular departments than 
with the safety of our nation. 'r If this is true, there is something 

1_ wrong in America, not alone in 
the number of scientists we have. If 
we had twenty times as many scien­
lists and each of them were twenty 
times as brilliant as lhey are now, 
we still would be defeated, if lhe 
moral issues of our time were not 
faced and if we quarreled among 
ourselves when we needed unity. 

Let us consider too our situation 
in the world. 'We are Americans 
and Canadians, a small minority 
in this world, and we need friends 
very badly. The world looks at our 
high standard of living. h is esti­
mated that only 900.000,000 of the 
two and a l}al£ billion people in 
the world , could possibly live on 
this standard with the reSOl.rces 
avail,able todOlY. I\IOSt people in the 
world are hungry and would be 
glad to have the food we waste. \Ve 
are the "haves", they the "have 
nots.", 

Whenever this pattern has oc­
curred in history, the "haves" have 
ultimately been ovenvhelmed by 
the "have nots." A whole series of 
peoples, with comparatively high 
standards of living have fallen prey 
to those who , had less. They in· 
c1ude the ancient Egypti:ms, the 
Mesopotamians, the Persians, the 
Greeks and the Romans, 

In the second century of this era, 
the Roman Empire was a wondrous 

Conservative Judaism is -an effort 
to recapture the spirt of Vilna and 
to make it conform to the spirit 
of our time. It is an effort to do 
nothing less than save the world, 

The Russians have sho\'rn, and 
the Chinese are showing, thilt a 
great deal can be accomplished by 

__ regimentation of man, by making 
T people wot:k togelher. I am told , 

\ 

tha t the man who invented the in­
tercontinental missile ror the Rus­

\ sians was held under house :lrrest 

\

for six years. He was given a l<lrge 
salary, but had no freedom. This 
is, not the way we do things in 
America. In America, we recognize 
that compulsory ethics is not ethics 
at all. Morals must. stem from the 
heart and mind; from an inner pro­
pulsion. n'ot from ou ter compul­
sion. We therefore reject all regi­

' mentation. But can ,wf discover 
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within ourselves the spiritual power 
to meet me challenge of national 
and imperial regimentation? 

We Jews know how diJficult it 
is to maintain a tradition in pov­
erty and persecution. I often won­
der how Judaism survived, genera· 
tion after generation, in constam 
terror, and how our people re­
mained sane and some even became 
great, under such circumstances. 
Now we have another challenge­
mat of wealth. 

All of us Americans are too rich 
.to afford moral laxity. Conservative 
Judaism is therefore trying to deal 
with this basic human problem­
how to retain what the prophets 
and rabbis of the Torah taught""i:"'-­
us: inner discipline. That has been) 

. the aim of Judaism £r9m the, days 
of Moses lintil today-to discipline 
our lives to the worship of God. 

There are those who look only 
backward and desire ,to retreat from 
this world. They say, "Let us have 
Vi Ina aU 'over again." I cannot 
agree with that. I love Viln,], but 
ViJna came to ruin and could not 
stop Hitler. and as long as there is 
the possibility of a Hitler, Vilnas 
may be destroyed. 

Other people say, "Plunge for­
ward", without making certain 
whither they are moving. But as 
the late Professor Louis Ginsberg 
so often reminded us, it is not 
progress to move fast, if you. do 
not know where you are gomg. 
Life is very much like a rowboat. 
One moves forward effectively only 
if one has one's eyes glued on tbe 
the place from which one came. 

Now, we :Ill love our chihlrcn 
and grandchildren, and do every­
thing we can to shelter them. But 
we injure them irrepat~b[y when 
we fail to introduce discipline into 
their liyes. Let me explain what 
I me:!n by a personal rercrence. 

\Vhen I was a you'ng boy I used 
to go to the synagogue to study 
at 5 o'clock in the morning. One 
day when I got up, I (Ii.~covered 

that there was a blizzard. My 
father, aw:!kcned by the riltlling of 
the windows, and seeing me about 
to leave the house, asked where] 
was going. When I said "to th,e 
Shul," he said, "Don't ,go,-you will 

(Colltillultd n~lCt page) 



g'c:t a cold." 
That was hard. I wanted to go, 

and yet obviously I could not. 
Fortunately, my mother awoke. She 
heard what my father said and 
asked, "Did your father spare you 
in a blizzard? Was he more worried 
about your catching cold than ,be· 
ing ignorant? Let him go." 

And I went. It 'was one of the 
great experiences of my life. If 
1 had not gone th'7n, I might not 
have gone the next day because 
of the rain, and the next day be· 
cause I was too sleepy, and sooner 
or later I would have stopped 
studying altogether. 

We must find a way to face the 
hardships of life and teach our 
children to face blizzards if neces­
sary. We know it is not easy to 
be a Jew, and it should not be easy. 

It is hard to be a Jew, not be­
cause the external world often 
makes life unpleasant for Jews. It 
is hard to be a Jew, because being 
a Jew requires dedication, a desire 
to perfonn something of a miracle 
-to raise the standards of one's own 
behavior. Being a Jew is more than 
observance of ritual, important as 
that is. Being a Jew involves every 
single act of one's liIe. I can easily 
show this. 

When God revealed Himself on 
Mount Sinai, He gave us the Ten 
Commandmenu:. That was, of 
course, the most tremendous mo­
ment in history. But what did God 
say when He spoke _tQ us? He said, 
''Thou shalt not kill." 'Thou 
shalt not commit adultery." "Thou 
shalt not steal." Now is it not 
strange that God should have util­
ized the supreme moment in all 
history, to offer us such instruction? 
Is it conceivable that the people of 
Israel, gathered under Moses at 
Mount Sinai, needed to be warned. 
against murder, adultery, and 
theft~ Were they hoodlums or gang­
sters? 

Obviously, they were not. They 
were people, recently liberated 
from bondage. and witnesses of 
great miracles. T.here was sman 
chance that they would _commit any 
of the heinous moral crimes a~inst 
which they were admonished. But 
the wo'rds mean more than appears 
on the surface. 

Npne of us in thi.s room will 
commit murder, .. under any provo­
cation, I am sure. But who of us 
is not guilty of having shortened 
a human life? It is almost impos: 
sible not to do so. We do not steal, 
but who of us has no~ gone out of 
his hotel room and left the light 
burning? When one does that, ·one 
robs the hotel. 

Our ancestors were very dear 
about these implications of Torah. 
That is why they had to write so 
many volumes, dealing with the 
morals of human life. Of the 200.-
000 books in the Seminary library, 
approximately 160,000 deal with 
some aspect of the moral and reli­
gious life_ This proportion of ethi­
cal and religious literature to the 
total Qutput is, I believe, far larger 
than that found in any pther living, 
and advanced civilization. 

The other day I read that the 
military attache of Prime Minister 
Ben Gurian ran into a man' and 
thought he had killed him. He was 
so tom by remorse that he weht 
home; wrote his property over to 
the family of the man, and shot 
himself. His vic.tim recovered. 

In the mad world in which we 
are living, it does not seem to 
occur to anyone to ask. about the 
tradition of Judaism in such a 
crisis. The most natural thing for 
a man in great agony of spirit 
would seem to be to visit a Rabbi 
and say,- "I think I killed a man; 
what is my duty?" The answer 
would probably be [0 look after the 
widow and children and try to live 
correctly hereafter. The Rabbi 
might. even suggest that having 
killed a person through driving an 
automobile, the poor man s.hould 
undertake never to use such a ma­
chine again. Certainly. he should 
not deprive his wife of lier husband 
or his children of their father. Sure­
ly that is not what God wants. 

W·e have come so Car from the 
wisdom of our ancestors that an 
anguished man wanting to do the 
right thing forgets our 3,000 years 
of institutions and scholars, our 
vast literature, and accumulated ex­
perience, and feels that he is left 
to his own devices. 

Conservative Judaism, then, is 
a return to Judaism as a way of \ 

-8-

. life. covering the whole spectrum 
of human activity. 

Obviously, this is no small un­
dertaking. It is far more difficult to 
lead an ethical life, in the sense 
that Judaism demands it, than to 
observe the Sabbath, in accordance 
with the most rigorous demands of 
pietists. It requires far more watch­
fulness and-concern to be sure that 
the bread one eats has not been 
purchased with tainted money. than · 
that the meat one buys is not 
trefah_ It is a much harder task to 
communicate Judaism as a system 
of ethics to our students at the 
Seminary, than to teach them the 
norms of Jewish ritual. Cory.serva­
tive Judaism as an ethical system 
is br more complex, and difficult 
to understand. than simply as an· 
other form of interpretation oE 
J~wish ritual. 

But Hillel long ago remarked, 
"According to the labor is the re­
ward." Interpreted literally. his 
words mean that we must not re­
pine at the rigor of the good li£e •. 
the austerities it imposes, or the 
demands it makes, because the re­
ward. set aside for the righteous, 
will be in accordance with the 
sacrifices which the righteous life 
imposes upon us. But perhaps he 
meant even more. Perhaps he was 
suggesting, too • . that nothing great 
can be achieved without sacrifice; 
and the greatness of the achieve­
ment is in general in direct pro­
portion to the labor expended. 

What our generation has been 
called upon to do is nothing less 
than to create something almost 

(

unprecedented in the annals of the 
world-the combination of a high 
standard of living with a hig~ 
standard of life. The life of the 
Jews of Viln~ was hard_ But the. 
task before us is even harder; for 
we are sUrToun.ded by temptation. 
on all sides, and yet Time, our 
Destiny, and the Torah combine 
to demand of us that we rise at 
least to the spiritual heights. Of) 
the Jews of Vilna. A great world 
is waiting to be created; and it is ' 
awaiting' great creators. It ~as the 
hope of Solomon Schechter, and 
his co-workers, that you will 1:)e 

among those creators. That is Con­
servative Judaism. 



Report From Your 
National Director 
By Martha F. Allen 

Every leader should become fa_ 
miliar with tbe IaclS on this page. 
The article is taken {r~)ln the Rporl 

made by Mill! Allen at the Triennial. 

THE BEST TEST of the effectiveness of 
the service of your national headquar­
ters is the story of your service to the 
girls in your community. 

Since 1948 you have increased the 
registered Camp Fire rnembership­
girl and adult by 60%. It is illteresting 
to see how this increase compares with 
the increase in girl population. Did we 
do as well or better? 

lnC"eQ~e in girl population 1954 
(HOer 1948 

5-9 years 26.6 % 
10·14 years 18.3% 
15-19 year8 .28% 

These age groupings correspond 
roughly to our three membership groups 
although they include some younger and 
older girls than we serve. 

Camp fire Increa,e 1954 Oller 1948 
Bllie Bird8 93.84% 
Camp Fire Girl5 32.3% 
Horizon Club 28.8% 

There 8re two ways of telling the 
Camp Fire story- in statistics and in 
human terms. I could tell you this year 
garments made by our girls for the 
Needlework Guild totaled over 14,000. 
Most of these garments have been dis· 
tributed to local hospitals, day care 
centers and welfare centers. This year 
alone, 5679.25 was donated to the work 
of the Guild by the girls. For children 
in Korea, Camp Fire Girls contributed 
3,500 Friendship Boxes brimming with 
useful articles. Our girls helped veterans' 
organizations, heart, cancer, T.R Asso· 
ciations and the polio campaigns, either 
by donating money from their group 
treasuries or by performing such ser· 
vices as making posters, distribu.ting 
stickers and literature or helping with 
clerical work. The participation of Camp 
Fire Girl groups in local drives of Com· 
munity Chests and Councils was a red 
feather in their caps. 

CFG In One Small Town 
For a story of human interest---come 

with me to a small factory town, where 
most of the population of 1,000 was too 
busy working in the mills to think about 
"Our Town." Today, "Our Town" has 
become a Camp Fire project. Camp Fire 
was started there simply and unobtru· 
sively twenty·eight years ago by a young 
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housewife. At 6rst her girls performed 
simple tasks, painting discarded toys for 
needy children, making garments for 
Needlework Guild. But then they noticed 
that there was much to be done to im· 
prove living conditions. 

]t was nol an easy task. Families had 
settled there early, caring little about 
progress and the world around them. 
What had been good enough for their 
fathers was good enough for them. But 
the Camp Fire Girls' decided to make 
this town a good place to live rather 
than just a place to work. 

Here are 8. few of their accomplish· 
ments over the years in a locality so 
small that only one train passes through 
daily, and there is not even a movie 
house. But a modern convenience-----a 
new highway-was added to the town. 
The girls decided to beautify it by 
planting one hundred trees along the 
road. While engaged on this project, 
they were shocked to discover the sur· 
rounding woods and field littered with 
trash. Then came the Camp Fire Clean­
up Campaign. Now a garbage collector 
calls at every home on Saturday morn· 
ings. 

Clean·up and beautification stirred 
the girls to further action. Even though 
that lone train whistle sounded only once 
dail y, the girls thought a plot of sround 
adjoining the railroad could be made 
into a thing of beauty. The railroad was 
so gratified with the results that it 
~ranted a 99·yea r lease to the Camp 
fire Girls! A World War One memorial 
was- built on this plot. Camp Fire fathers 
joined their daught~rs in helping to 
plant trees around it. 

Today, if you drive along the tree· 
lined highway after factory-closing hours 
or on weekends, you might see the 
townsfolk happily splashing in a swim· 
ming pool, another Camp Fire achieve. 
ment. The Camp fire Girls and their 
families created it, blocking the stream 
of an old brook and channeling the water 
into a pool for the entire community to 
enjoy. 

Camp Fire Girls also are responsible 
for many of the town's health benefits. 
They secured the services of the T .B. 
Mobile Unit and persuaded. the towns· 

folk to take chest X-rays. They organ· 
ized an anti·toxin drive to 6ght diph· 
theria. Girls and adults in the Camp 
Fire program canvas~'ed homes to talk 
to the people and help dispel old super· 
stitions and fears of injections so that 
their children could be in oculated. They 
started the town's 6rst well-baby clinic, 
where they give active service as aides. 
Today this clinic is a matter of joy. 

Due to Camp Fire, the whole town has 
been improved and its ideas changed. 
Today the whole community works to· 
gether with a new feeling of civic pride. 
Camp Fire has not only beautified the 
town, it has won its love and respect. 

This is a dramatic story of service 
to home and community. It cannot be 
duplicated in whole in every town. But 
some parts of it are duplicated iii every 
town where there is Camp Fire. For ex· 
ample, how can any group of young 
persons help their community more, or 
give greater help to the conservation of 
tbe nation's natural resources than by 
such projects as the tree planting op· 
eration in Wichita, Kansas. 

The message of Camp Fire on the in­
ternational scene is equally inspiring. 

Children in Europe are mending torn 
garments and broken dreams with sew· 
ing kits made by Camp Fire Girls. With 
"party kits" containing everything from 
toys to clothing, they sent Santa over· 
seas,. and to Israel went toilet·article kits. 

All types of kits for all types of needs 
were distributed through other agencies 
- " Baby Bundles" for infants in Korea, 
school kits for a Boys' Town in India, 
"Readin' and ·'Ritin' Kits," for children 
in South Africa, Hongkong, Vietnam 
and Jordan, packets of vegetable gar· 
den seeds for the Philippines. 

Through Pen ·Friends correspondence 
conducted by Camp Fire Girls with 
girls their own age in foreign lands, 
thousands of children .are learning the 
happy story of American ·girlhood. 

Thus in word and in deed, Camp Fire 
Girls are learning to understand ·them· 
selves and the human family. 

While they were serving and-learning 
they were also having fun for we have 
always recognized that recreation is an 
indispensable factor in contributing to 
healthy growth and creativity. The girls 
grew also in skill and ·knowledge, in ap­
preciation of beauty and in their ability 
to establish and maintain happy rela· 
tions with others. We believe they were 
encouraged in their Camp Fire program 
to greater love of home and family and 
worship of God . . 

This is our Camp Fire story. We 
hope that we have not tried to do too 
much. And .we are sure that we did not 
do too little. 

• 



WHAT IS DISCIPLINE? 
By Rudolph M. Wittenberg 

DESPITE DIFFERENT INTERPRETATIONS 

of wbat discipline really is, most people 
agree that it has something to do with­
conlrol. 
• A father said that control is like the 
brakes in his car. If he didn't use control 
once in a while, the kids would run wild 
just like his car. 
• A dramatics group was told t~at the 
players should have a lot of fun and not 
worry about the performance. Maybe the 
youngsters had fun, but on the night of 
the play nobody knew his lines, every 
other minute one of them peeped through 
the curlain, the lights didn't work 
properly. the papier-mache tree fell 
down. The parents were upset and every­
body laughed at the group. Did they 
have too little control? Was it wrong to 
say. to have fun; what was the matter? 

We have attempted to put together 
some of the principles that help us to 
understand how control develops. 

1. Destructive or "undisci· 
plined" behavior can be very satis­
fying. In our old album there is a pic­
ture that shows against a background of 
ocean and sea·grass my brother and l, 
close-together, looking into the camera. 
I have my arm arounq my brother's 
shoulder and smile quite maliciously, 
while my poor brother is near tears. Al­
though this happened long ago, I re­
member that the hand around his shoul· 
der was not wittlin view of my fattler's 
camera but was behind the shoulder 
blade, where I could pinch him without 
being seen. This unbrotherly behavior 
was satisfying 10 me. 

An inf1;lnt's early behavior is a 
free and uJ)coJltrolied expression of 
his instinctive drives. He has not yet 
"changed" to the extent that he can con· 
trol certain drives. For example, a two­
year-old may not yet have learned to 
go to the toilet instead of wetting. His 
mother becomes impatient and a little 
angry. She considers this lack of con­
trol a careless act and senseless behavior. 
While we can understand the harassed 
mother, we also need. to understand the 
child who, for some reason, finds satis­
faction in holding on to early practices. 
Nature has a way of compensating for 
stages which we have been forced to 
skip. The child who has been made 10 

develop bladder control before he is 
ready may begin wetting his -bed again 
at the age of six or nine. He may de­
velop trouble with his digestion. All 
Ihis may be bad for him and, indeed, 

4 

could be considered destructive; never· 
theless, there is some unconscious satis­
faction in it. It is nature's way of even­
ing the score. 

All of us remember episodes when 
we have done wrong things, destructh'e 
things, and enjoyed doing them. 

2. We give np 8atisfaction only 
for 80mething more 8ali.dying. 

For a long time fourteen.year.o ld 
Barbara's only _satisfaction in. dramatics 
was to have the main pari. When she 
did not get it she was unhappy, and 
ali her parents' consoling did not help. 
Then the time came when it was more 
important for her to be accepted by 
the group than to have the limelight. 
It was then that she was satisfied with 
any part, or even no part, as long as 
she was accepted and knew that there 
would be a good production_ 

To be completely accepted by indio 
viduals, and later on by groups, is more 
satisfying than almost anything eJse 
in the world. This unconditional ac· 
ceptance makes it possible for people 
to give up some of their' original de­
structive, uncontrolled drives. 

Although a leader often cannot ac­
cept certain actions of her group, she 
will have to learn to accept the persons 
involved if she hopes to develop more 
control. The avoidance of veiled threats 
or of deprivation of pleasure can never 
he more satisfying than the original Le­
havior, and therefore cannot develop 
true discipline. An undisciplined child 
or group needs more IOlle and more 

acceptance, not more speeches. 
3. Constructive and destructive 

behavior are relative terms; there­
fore discipline and control are not 
static but dynamic concepts. 

In adolescence, any suggestion from 
adults is usually rejected until the grou.p 
sanctions it. When our fourteen-year. 
old daughter wanted a party dress and 
her mother suggested pique for the ma­
terial, she objected. "Oh, Mother, who 
wants to wear that stuff !" But Iwo weeks 
later, after several of her friends had 
suggested pique as an excellent mate­
rial, she began a campaign for one. 

This is a most important principle 
in understanding the concept of dis­
cipline, because it makes clear that 
the development of control is a process, 
something that takes place over a long 
period of time and that goes through 
a number of phases. If we look at a 

youngster at a given moment only and 
see the resisting, we don't really know 
whether or not she is developing dis· 
cipline, because we have to relate her 
behavior to her total development. 

4. Many al1end our groups, but 
not everyone belongs. "The young­
sters felt that I thought it was a good 
idea if Mary were taken into the 
group_" said a leader, "but no matter 
what Mary does they don't really ac­

cept her. She has wonderful ideas about 
program; she is a good player; she 
helps straighten UPi but somehow she 
does not belong. Mary is a memb'er 
of the group, but she does not belong." 
[In this connection you may wish to 
r~fer to the series of articles entitled 
They Talk Through Actions which ap­
peared in THE CAMP FIRE GIRL in 
March, April and May, 1954. Ed_] 

We often say, and it is true, that 
almost everything important in life 
takes place in a group. Our fir-st ex­
perience is in the family. Thereafter 
throughout life, whether in school or 
cflurch, in clubs or in groups of fello",·­
workers, association with others is the 
most powerful force in shaping our 
ctlaracter. Bu.t the sense oj belonging 
must be there. 

This is true at all ages, but espe­
cially in adolescence, between the ages 
of twelve and seventeen. During ·those 
years the group is all-important; the 
girl establishes new rules of' conduct 
with her friends; she wants 10 act as 
they do and look as they do. She will 
do almost anythiQg in order to belong. 

What we sometimes fail to do is to 
help our group members first of all to 
"belong" before we try to develop dis­
cipline in them. If we want to develop 
better discipline in people, we first hal'c 
to help them belong to their !!roup. 

5. What looks like discipline is 
of len only conformity. Mrs. Frallk­
lin is com;idered an effective group 
leader and a successful parent. The 
members of the Sunday School class 
which she leads know their catechism; 
they sit quietly during the service. Her 
own two children are considered well­
mannered youngsters who are expected 
10 enter the ranks of "decent, law­
abiding, upstanding citizens." 

While we do not know what is going 
to happen to those two, we do know 
that when Mrs. Franklin is absent, the 
teacher who took over her class was 
appalled when a fight broke out. Ap­
parently they had not learned to make 
a simple choice Jor themselt·es. 

You may not have met a Mrs. F rank­
lin personally, but you probably have 
heard of a teacher,_ leader, or parent 

(~01Il"'8eJ on nut",.,.) 

TH£ C.\~IP FIRE CIRL- f£ORIi.\nY u;<, 
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r IntT'OOl'';'C-ti tin . 
A. . .!." 'Y~ n(l.-N ~in-j oTJTsel :,;es i-Tl .:! t:ha(\t~.1..c world 

~~ We cc., noY .. ~.")IJW hew t.r. fet']. or r'f'.a.C-~. 

II 

B. 

v~ A Ger,,-s.e €:.-:f t.t:.l..p)En&~eS,3 End dt-1-spai.:t" dla:'acte:'iz.es almost 
al~~ c,:f OlS .. 

) 

.Pr?PQSedSo~t"'1tim1 :::13 f.q,ur-.Q . .in.J::lj~~£..r""y 
A. P:::'c-f • . :-'.:: "j . .:} •. ~. ~ ! ~ T~vn.b,;e in 11 .. \ St-rJdy of Hieto-ry", a current 

I \ 
hest: s ;:~J~~_e:r~ . JZla!-ces"" tlle poiI}t "t.':>.2t -(.b£ p:L-"eteq),J.iEdte to 
ht2:ID.aD. ;;;~rvp.ra_ ... a"1U growth 1.5 _~:'..e_l:l~~ a"".o ,t..:.:.e respcnse 
'tr,> cbal..Lenge Vii tb conrage and ~t:r·sc·n.rance ~ TGpbee 
g:-',.'\;-es c:. -', ,: .. :.,. ,_ .. .. '._ '" ,'_, ,. " ,.:;,,"-.... " ..• -. 

,. , - ~;"._~ bjr11s-eye v5.ew of 22 ~i"iliz·e.tions and all they have 
~~ ..... <,:;:rl:en(;E" .... ~ .A],-l c:;,vili7..;:.t~i ·nns pni.-.1':' t.() l)I',e "truth: i.e. 
tt1 .,be .h\';'~l!;: ..... ~_w,clv':-:n Jl~~!';tj-!>g !;r~aJ_12!.:'F;e wiiJ.1. pqrc.everrnce. 
~""-S. c::>~rC!gc;:! ... l '])OUgh t,t l S ~hc1J..€:l::~e mllst !l0t QG (}V;;].'wr.e 1m) Jl.2' 
VIi.f. DIC:] .... l.:or. ~ ... :t.s _4!!ipossi~le f'fl.r l:i_~~, na ... .:.i:.re 'to E'.~e"e wli'i!t 
j .t, '..'~'an-t.s.. . 
Thir trut.b w~s reco,Bnized in JF.wj_sh tradition. This is the 
idea of 1"I)J. , 

1. Abott; 5:4 ';,:>1 J>l;Vf '1..\"",:11'{ O;'?'1:1N; ':'\nJJU JnJPo..l n"1\I.J)/. 
'f ~Se€ ~.l:>o t.he Rc:.v on 1..hi.~~ pase-cge) 

e. The elirr,.f.::."!':: ': .1'1:'" ~,;y') ,c .'Jmc wi t;il, ta.e lest. chcllenge 
w1...j.cCt r,(:E.n:.'=~ to srH!tter (.11 n:t.s hopes. It. W.3,S 
a cJ;.a '!'::.u.::Q"€: I!!nich ~·-!.LI'2h2;Jll hOO to meet. to prove 
hiB C·,v·£l \",,·;r't.} ~ ~s th.€' fU"tlmdcr of e pecple. He 
d:1.d n~)"t. dc~-j?<.:lj~r but. e.cc~pt.ed the ch~llenge. . • 

2. 5mbsequ·?-:lt C:1.U].I~rl6(~G in biblical histtOry (lJnOJ IY=) 
(;.. ~:{;odu:; :frOID gi>ypt 
b ~ 'Trove I s j.n thf. WiJii.er!l~ss 
c. li:nT.ry ~.i.rt·~' tb.~ La:.:.d of :;::srael 

3. Chnllenge has rJf. ~.n ~nd is an educeting factor for' our 
pc cplE:: c . 

III Imper~tivf.;n-=ss of t.his p:::'o.Ecsed so l l.1t,iclTI 
-r.Asi,reS7.art -t.~18- Ne'.'i 'Y£ aF·":;T~m;i".it. -!riect our present difficul­

t iGS w:i"1: •. C:. cou:,c::.ge and perc .. ~v e_~,:u ... {'.e. 
I . TIl:~ ,'3 is ill}Perot,ive. a.;,Q. _mtlst. bee:oCle part of our think­

j.ng in o:!.'o.er' to prevf:nt {,IF:. from merely wringing our 
hc:.t.l(~1 8 al.~::! bcmu::ming f.1ElL' S \~'ickcCJ.18 ss 0 

2. T1:l:i.H imoerCit J': e m~ st. r.o-t lef.r}, t~{-:- vri.5nf'ul tbj nking hut 
HIU 3 '~ pr'8o;:ent ,4~s('Jl:iJ.~arr8~ Jb~r~i;I;g .. 

B. We J211,lSi:. ha7€:_ t.t.e wil1. to J.ive F.'.S e~~r~5s€-d :in the phrase 
( ?J"'."'::l . . H"lT' ':;'~) . 

1. c:i:-. F:::-e1ildien i:.ben . .:y of tile d:~~t~h w:'sh in man. This 
t1rJ:E'c-:;:y m~.W or !.I!! Y l.'.( ;t b p. ml(; b· ... ·t, t.his will to, Jive 
mu,:::. 't; !)f; df:l:\:h ~ ratf':ly chl\.l ~ F.n. GeG is known as j"Dn 1~m 
tj' ~ 'j!:l,:a:c ·t'an+.s u.s t(; ;=y" ":' j"'t t...cf. 'iYLll, "but this will 
mli~~ b~ 'HI~";) {-;; ! -.;.~ .. iV1.~ whil::'"'" II',€a.":',s 'ue will to liv·e ~et 
L v,,-. ,,-no' he :p live. .. _, .' 

2. Gcd lS thE: power wet Eustams 11ft:: • . , ,~ . ... ~.p~;J i.. . .:~.'-. 

'. ", 



.-- .. . 

2 .· {:l.:n~t .. : I ... ·)s-~. i:i:"J}", :;.::ro-:~l beJ_ps 'I:'S e~perien(':e 
"I:t~f> . ' c.:.::l:~ .i:. '1. t i f (Ld. i:i~ 2.xiJ":~I'j .€:n,:H. Sis ::"(~ E.li ty, 
u .;;t. p~:!.t.e~p!-'...icc..: .. ly, ~l,l.t· hy iJili'e ~.5 .... r,"g . "!;.hr:: 
ch!;l~Lc.ngF.s 1.:"f .liff': '1:i..:"3. p E.!"' '-"w''JC:T~nC E: a:...-.d cI01.trElge. 
\.~f'1:i..l.8 ~.J:. r~.::lit,)" :.!~ ·~t~t we ne:o:n 'iJY ·f~~:l.t.h 1?ut 
}"...t,r:r,I';f.G cf -=;;,t.e t h·J ..... !:.€ 0i t..."b.=_s t~J-r-.::l Vie CC'lll.l..'t. 
.t (; ( llr:;:gE :tuG. p;:::r-s.I?~Ierc.nc02 i:il I!,e(~1......i.ng l5.fe s 
pr(lblC!l.J8") 

T..'C E~w .Je-Ils !r.e -;-· i ... t.l1~ l'.hz:1l8rtff€: th 
...... :--""T:"hf:~.¥.{;-c-·rpers e7erE'.:-rc~ SJ.d cco1:1rnge: CD.n be found :in e 

.s.e-~I'03·4 f;x l·r eSBio!.9:J il ~ ".: C 71 J) ':l ? ~ ~l i:\ ~ .. ., 
. 2. Th~_r; titt:~ :J,;,.u df: is so b£..sie jn Jewish lif>: t.hE:.t~ we ·(.Ln.a it tiS 

_tl~~_ re"r,J ~.· l·f:m€nt for .. the cdmissilCn of e prcsE.: 1.::r::"e: · 
Yeh",l'.c-w 47a 

~~N' no 17 o~'olK ,ntil JDlJ ,~inn~ ~lW 11 '"n 

D\n, ntn Jotl ~K' D 'W P'" nnK 'K Y'~lnn7 n«~~ 
OK ?iJil'79 Q'KJ jJ',lo'l ~'9'lltlc1 C'911lO O'~lfj' 

.~'O 1n1K C~7JPD '~'J 'J~I:1 ~lK ~'" 'OlN nK 

This Abrahe.mitic ideE.. of J I' OJ which is meeting the 
ch;:llengE: Vii til courc.ge is. pz::.rt of the fiber of Jewish 
existence. 

3. This feet is obvious by our cttitude in CCDn€:cticln with 
Pclestine i.e. poem by David Shimonovitz 

~l{' ri ' Y'K -- 7:lil nl'o'p IJ 'g ~9 tp<1 
7·K, r:J ' J7 D71S1J "!)l' "9 7::11 

"~K'",' ii'C!9 o~q-':l }lOP'JJ 1111 '1J1 
. " '11{' [;1 , r'K nK 

(N~thans'm's Shirenu p. 18) 

4. Elabvrete story ef Exodus 1947 - refusel ef French offer 
of citizensni:o - 4500 hUJner.s on 3 oVercrowded ships 
u!1t'~er a:oominabl€: comli tiOl~S compered with luxury liners 
wh.:;.ch c.reHCTO'.°IF.:Ced fl \ri th lODO passengE:rs 

5. There is somewhL.t of a oarc.lle l with c French event. 
Fell!>lwing the FI'c.nco-PrUss:i_an ':l~r of 1270, the French lest 
Al:.s~ce-Lort"e.ine. Tm. French, hurt bJl the loss, subsequent­
ly €:rec~ed 2 monument in Le PIece de Ie. Concord~ in Pur is 
to commemor6te the event. The monu~ent depicts a women 
represel11t.ing Stra.ssbourg, with e dyiIlg soldier at her feet. 
The inscription bears the equivelent to th~ Hebrew 

. l~'~ "'9 rJf< 
V Relevance to the Present . 

A. Ii"! view (ilf the dIfficulty of bting a Jew and constantly 
huviP~ to meet the challenge3 (loss of over 1/3 of our 
peopl~; spre~d of anti-semitism; prese~t misery; ccmment 
c·f Richard H.R. Crossm~n in his b~ok Palestine; Mission-­
There c.r: c.n~i-stmitic becilli whicl:l. bre.€:d in every gentile 

.sl1bconsc::;..ous) the c-ry is oftEn h€:t:rd: The price is WO 
fhe'-:.t. Why Ifot escape? 

B. e answer 18 that we have to pay this price net only for 
, 

i 
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being a Jew b'J.t a2.so for be:Lng hULl~!! in what seems to b e 
an human wo:!'ld., 

1. Description of pos·z-war chaos 
a) See:r.:l.s like 
b) Insane international struggle ror power 
. in political: socln1 and eoonomic spheres. 
o} We are disillusioned about visions of 'Oa the 

One World 
d) Constant threat of imminent destruction 

2. Each one in h .is own capacity has come to feel 
so helpless, We ere merely cogs in the huge ma­
chinery of state. 

VI ConclUsion 
I. 'lthe only Vl8.Y is .to accept these challenges with courage 

and perseverance o This is tho means by which we mrry 
live a 11fe of hWDlln be i.ngs. 

B. Our liturgy guides us towards the ideals for whim we 
must strive. 

1. j>1·~r,.J - attests to the sovereignty of GOd 
which ofri~s the id&a of One World 

Eve.rything :i.s remembered therefore 
everythin.g 0ounts .. nothing 1s for­
gotte:!l~. W'3 must have faith in the 
smallest good doedr: We must feel that 

,ClJ.l D,"J tions c,::!n .influence the whole. 
J.< C e Atom which is b~yond unaided human 
v~sion throi."i.gh the chain reaction 
has stored \'1"~ . thin i tsol! grao. t energy. · ., 
ThL3 !"(l,JJ'.L1ds u.s ,);' t, hJ"~.f1 k "\JH~ which 
::"s tao ];.~Q !3 s.:i. cr 1:3 hO"De:n.for the re­
E'.l.":;:TOT'; ~ 0 r.. 0.-.:' 0:.1.:-:' rC 0:ple 

L 



,!=le-fuo* --fox t.n~ J.:. ,,;Jnq "Dey of Ro~h HashfUl~ 

: '.:r.l·uJ . ~_D ~d -Loy 0" .E.!-1S~D.s) 

'In Bible Shafer ncs £. '\m r sYlB.:bol. It mec.nt 
,,£:b~g]~~f tho foc£; of '~he oncoming elJ,emy- ~os3:6 ", "'talt' Y ,...,.. 
,] ;?;;,:.,n: .• ~:e nnv6 seVfin --iOT se's on Shofn,r 

" "'.~'DyiJ-nlC 1';J-f'" '~a;\IJ~ '_r;llt.1:' •. , 1'''' 'J" :f,c ..,~~ ,.=j.l.c.. 
't!l, sl).o.'t: th'o "Shofllrput our peoplo in ," f 'rlOllLS ot mind ,that ,t!ley 
are in the' face 'of an ·e nomy. 

DovolabIAAn,t: 

A. Purpose at: .spirituc.l, lifc'· 1s ,to ,give 'US e "pence of 
r::..ind" But "peace of milnd-n has i-ts -ple."c·e. In :the st~e.in 
of socj.cty we tlust hev~ periods ' to :celnx c •. g • .w~ need 
.sl$e~. but you oan'.t l-ive on sleep or s"l,cep forever _, 
the:t9fore~ ' . 

We need the 1l)"" h~ to cwaken us. , Judaism says yoU: 
ce.nnot ho.vo peace o~ mind. ' Idea of' not relexlng, being 

I~ 

on ·the aler1; ·is _essential' to hUI:lQIls. A great psychologist 
.\~. l,.ike .llra. • .T$les had to w:ri teo an essay on · '"The Moral 

r;-1'* . Equ1va1:snt.Or War" to chal'l..nt)l the cot:lba.t1ve 11;lstincts 
.in nnn • 

. C. Th;i,s e'1.enen-t of htr..cn :"In tU_t'0 1i:'hi.Jh Clills for the oxeri on 
.o'f :,tr~l'ts wh.1ch .h. ... lp!l3 'on ~~3 id sp:ie.~" in ne. ture should 
be I!lir,tor~~ in G[;l 'Gh PLo:'S( ' D. ~:-O ;.rnc:::- IJ, t"a, 

, B¢r.~Qh.ot ,5a 'JH?il :.i" i) .... :~ i'::,~; "~~J ,~ ,12'1X W'i'~ 01') 

S) ~ -LY' )" 

. . :t{.o1i 'pqssj,ble 't~; op:or€"ss :: , ~, bl~T, oust wage war 
a&~1n~t'i t. 

1;1. 1?sYChOlogy tr',os ,~ 0'::) C'O_'- :,.cr.,,'- " illntl1cts but th<ID 
are tw:) ' t;yp'3~ cf ,.~ ()r,fl.i.'\-··, 

·1. Cor,fl ~,.:<:, 0~~ :::l.·,:=-:r:'-essiu~~ 6n1 d~p:ressiqn - We don"t. 
fn:;e m,~:,"sc~.v€ s a'.:; We. are b\i 1; whe.~ we. 'th1-ng we 
ar e,,, 'y, .} j'c;rrl -JU:t' h~t .~ f'o:\.IJ,S :){ .r·a~~Qna11ze.:t.1o~, . 
W<; P_-:" '3 (:'1.1 wa..''':'; re<l~!: t;) '!'''..:.D .J.wey ~ froD 
'ConfliJ ';;e w.~. th::"n t:1:!.t s"l:'"VE:S ~ This 1s_ danger,()us., 
a l-:'orn ,if :~;'t;Urc·s :~A • 

2. Hor ... eet uorfl~.(;.t .... \Ie UTe frank and r,a.ir with 
ourflel-vos. ~Vt1 Dust be (lW!lr6 how ;luch 1n our 
Dake,=-ury )$ a force' for d·estruct,ion. a,s. If 
'on~ n,cSJ_0c, t:: tis gfll'dc;:).:' t; is ' so~n ' f-il1ea 
wi t.h. WOt~dB " )~·:i. fc ans t. ,re::: is t struggle to let 
go, . , 

~
', '·Sukkah _5.2~ J" l'ihc.-ie 1S'~.1t::::i;.tc.r. o:.~ storiE;Js on .~)~ .... .1" 

s.tory of .:..oaye, Rcooa}s ,007.",,1 ,1':;ruggle of his inner 
life_-. He conc'3tl1ls hiosel:r- bu t 15 IS. tor cans'oled 
by an old Ilanwho teils hi:! '''Ihe grenter tJJ;e 'oeD ,the 
greater his ev,il incline tion. 

We Dust not allow ourselves to be persuaded. Must 



-. 
(2 ) 

struggle. We Dust hour th6')~It!l ~'i' Must spot th~ ene:;:J.Y o.s being 
poverty, disease, ignorance., prejuddice etc. (Here is roo:) :ftr 
indtvi.duul expressi on) No nan h.:.s right to saY'1.~9J 7'S:! :Jdw. If 
he does he is'~I~;'I llX ~'ln" ,1T ' li)(sourc8:ao'lt9CU«,l "l'l'!I.1I not ed. Buber 

G. Conclusion: Shofar "doesn't per~it us to' have felse peace. Soe 
No:t"D£.n Cousins' article nByste.nd~rs a.ro not Innocenttl ani: 
follow u~ letters in Saturday Revi"w of Literature (Aug. 
editions; Cite national selfishness, nativnGl egoiso, supr6oaoy 
sovereignty, atc. No one is a hGlpless individual. Vie were 
able to coopexate in th£: war, why not now? 

-Please 
ll)'j) 1/ .. ---

---""- ---
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.. 
Se~on Outline for Yon Kippur 

(based upon sLrj ;.ri s8Ilinar wi th Prof. KA ~ 

The sigD.ifi~c.a u~ Yo;::} Kj ppl1r d ·;';:J.Ends nn understr.nd ing of wm. fit 
.c.onst.l...tllt-"6 Sin. \ 'I'he._-,¥...r..o'=:'t:l...L..concti-pt " ot" sin hus bef'p transgression 
against ';:"')LY; ri t ·;'Co.l rri~c ti::€G. rI'hls i-s insufficient '['..nd superficial.) 

Hlstod.cal conn3ctton bl'. t"i'C C:: !1 Yu";1. Kippur and e.tone:-.lent for si. n based 
on Ra, h::', Ex"dus ::l:2.L '/N.l'V'J ',1':3.\)-;1 i1~15U U'lI9:Ji\ U\':l. 
i. e., f or th e sin Qf the gOlden cc.l f. (of. Rc.shi end Ibn EzrL on 

)<.W..n ~ 
Id01c.try is the c e rdinnl sin t:. lJ.on Jewish te::.:chers." 

ill \J) i1 ':::l;).:\. i\ II)?? j).:l. ,;91..:> Il ?~I() rY (~Tf.~.,) j) 1, ,.') 
. (jlo"o\.Y» ',Iii- \IJ'~ ~"j)j 'rY.:l ,3), , ':>.:> 

FUl1ction"f rCligiun in the fi~rld hKs be. en . (""0 stin is gredl,y) 
tu (,uguent the ,';::J, •• )Unt of cnargy (furcc) c.t thE c.is:;>usnl of h\W.Ilo.n 
beings ond tc provide tle (crr;;neous) ideas as hU\'l ,tJ accu:J.,lish 
that purpus~ (e.g. Obs~rvance of rites to g&in things froD the div1~ 
ity) That view ,of li1'e ("N'etur:::.l RGligi 0n") wuu.nt three things. 

(a) It is iLl?ortan t to hi.va c.:s ~..iuch f,.;rce as :)ussiblo 
(b) Hu.:.mn nuture is not quulita tively different fru i l the nature 

of other beings. . 
(c) :.:ny boing or thing thLt POSSesSbS grect0lr furc. thm thc.t 

0 1' ,Jan, is divino. (~.g. Tili., I..x;lc..ins ani~lcl.. vio,rship, since people 
lOuked on thOse p2 rticulc.r things e.s h ~~ving "n grc;r..t C,.:.:luunt of f orce 
"nd u:mtec:. tv g<;t St,i:l3 ..)f it). The guneral i~lplicuti0n 01' u1 th is 
is that forC€.! is divino • . Living by tha t princi)lc uuounts t ..; idoln1J'Y. 

Judcisll f 5 revclution in though t ::-.nti con tribu ti un to rel igion h~ 
beGn its unquulifiod op.>osltion to id ol~try (tho negction of the vie w 

uf life e;'"s rcflcctec.. it:! '-'N&turn1 R:--ligion lt), , 

(1) Not forco, but rc.thor the E~:l0unt ur honesty, ,justice, E. nd good 
will could be; introduce d t:; this "Ft"orld is V7hc.t 90unts L L 
(Honesty) PIWi\ ,>y\ \'1'11 )YI Ml'lil 1'/: U~'i' D"Yil n~'~T .1~"}vJ 7'J 
(Go " dWlll . 
(2) Hui.1cn natura (i.o., the nct-'ure of being c. Hul:lf.\ n Being) is 
quc.litc.tively Cliffercnt thun thc.t o j' ill yother being. Man belongs 
to <l difforent cl<:'.ss, h0 ~s " v ther" (quulitc. tivc c2ifferentia). 

(3) GOdhOOd--diVinitY-2S not,"~~ .... M~X(,,~n ~~; ~\~or~~n.:l. .x.!1 
IIi" iLXlX>-r Jlp:1 O~ '.;) 0;0. )('7, Y',:). X~ I nl1:l. )(!, 

This taf:,chos thc;t not tho "'-'aunt C1'tLi?;J ~~ong.l go'r~J;r:ol)U?~/~he 
being the s .)urc~ of j)j"),:! rightGv'.lsn~ss. 

. I I 
We Dust 6vcr bo blort f o r tdpl"try)~ l'~ -.v II"T ,I, ,'J'l 

. .::lj'li?;lY 1;-
\10 oust rC:le ~.lbGr thr:t HUill:!U b(;ings c '·. n bo quolit[:tivlily diffsllIInt 

e.nd have faith in tha t p·otentii.:lity tin~ strive tv ~£.ke this u 
ret:lity (This is "Feith in I-.1t.nQ. \"ihich is bL~ sed on "Feith in Gvd"-

F a ith thut n o t f o rce, butilr~ is of the ;;>ri:le (:sscnce). It· is 
C011:.10n tor "ModE:rnis:.l" to tLk€; c.r;~:y this quali tCtiV6 difference ~.nd 
tu SLY 1')< i1Y>jl:lj1 1)0 1lT;< II 'lll.x>1 This is "J..thaisn, this 
leads it.f ?::ril ';):>;1. f Defo,. tistl. 

Who t is Idola try? (1) Loss of F" ith in whet '-1~n cun be. 

/ 



, 

(2) Dsificutiun I)f fvro~. il. 'dTvng sense uf V i. .1UG ,:5 to whet is i:.l}1cp 
tan t • 

,.1 




