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5/7/57 
FOR RELEASE ON RECEIPT 

NATION'S LEADING SCHOLARS TO EXPLORE PSYCHOLOGICAL, SOCIOLOGICAL 

ASPECTS OF "JEWISH RELIGIOUS REVIVAL" AT SCA ASSEllBLY AT COLUMBIA U • . 

SEN. LEHMAN TO RECEIVE SYl:IAGOGUE . COUNCIL A\'rARD: RELIGIOUS STATESMANSHIP 

CITATIONS TO ROGER STRAUS, SAMUEL SCHNEIERSON, MARVIN SILBERMAN 

- ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - -
NEl~ YORK- . Outstanding rabbinic and non-rabbinic leaders represent

ing all branches .of Judaism in the United States w111 participatein the 

Second Annual General Assembly of the Synagogue Council of America, to 

be held Sunday, March 24, and Monday, March 25, at Columbia University, 

, New York City. The Assembly, "hich ,,111 be devoted to a ·comprehensive 

exploration of the theme, "The Current Je1iish Religious Revival,1iI will 

feature papers on varioUS a spects of the Jewish r~giouB Bcene by 

nationally-prominent psycholog ists, SOCiologists, edUcators, theologians, 

and rabblso 

At the Sunday evening s~8sion, forme.r Senator Herbert H. Lehman 

will receive the syna~ogue Coun ci l Annual AW'ard for ntran~la.ting the 

ideals of JUdaism in his service to his people and nation." Rabbi 

Abraham J. Feldman, of Hartford, Conn . , president of the Synagogue 

Council, will confer the award on Sen . Lehman, who is honorary ceo:-ohairman 

of the National Sponsors Committee of the Council. The Syna~ogue CounCil 
"' 

is the central national agency representing the Conservative, 9rthodox, 

a nd Reform rabbinic and congregational associat ions of Judaism. 

Citations for "Jewish Religious Statesmanship" will be presented 

at other sessions of the Assembly to Roger ~1. Straus of New York City, 

Chairman of the Board of Directors of the American Smelting and Refining 

Company; Samuel S. Schneiers on of New York, president of Loomcraft, Inc.; 

and Marvin J. Silberman of Scarsdale , N. Y. , realtor. Messrs. str{lus 

and Schne ierson are honorary co-chairmen of the spopsors comm1t~.ee. 

Mr. Silberman is National Chairman 0:: the Span.Bors ~ommltteet which 

- IJ'J re -



General Assembly, 5/7/57 2. 

consists of 1,000 distinguished Je>1ish men and women in 235 cities in 

44 states l·,ho support the program of the Synagogue Council. 

According to Dr. ,lax D. Davidson of Perth Amboy, N.J., chairman of 

the General Assembly COmmittee, the program 1,,111 consist of the 

following six sessions: 

On Sunday morning, beginning at 11 a.m., Nathan Glazer of New York 

City, author and Boclol,.oglst, 'will analyze u\'lbat Do lIre KnOl', 'Abou.t 

American Jewish Life As It Affects the Jewish Religious Scene?U His 

paper lo,lll be discussed by Rabbls , Norman Frlmer of Brooklyn, N.Y., 

Albert I. Gordon of Newton Centre, Mass.; and Joshua Trachtenberg of 

Teaneck, N. J. Marvin Berger of Jamalea Estates, N.Y., corresponding 

secretary of the Council and business manager of the New York Post, will 

be chairman of this session. Dr. Iaidor B. Hoffman of New York City, 

counselor to the Jel<i8h students at Columb1a, ,.111 bring the Univers1 ty' s 

greetings to the Assembly. The opening prayer will be offered by Rabbi 

Sidney Regner of New Rochelle, N.Y., ~xecutive vice-president of the 

Central Conference of American . Rabbis • . 

The secon~ seSSion, at 2 p. m." which ,,1111 be chaired by Rabbi 

Theodore L. Adams of Ne,,, York City, vice-president of the Coun'cil, will 

feature the paper, liThe Nature of Jewish Religious Commitment in America 

and Its Relation to Jewish Morale," by Dr. Bernard Lander, visiting dean 

of the Graduate School of Yeshiva University and professor of sociology 

at Hunter COllege. The discussants . will be Rabbis Arthur Hertzberg of 

Engelwood, N. J., Henry Kagan of Mt. Vernon, N. Y., and Jacob Sodden 

of Bronx, N. Y. 

The Sunday evening session, to be chaired by Marvin J. Silberman, 

national sponsors committee chairman, will hear a paper by T>Till Herberg, 

adjunct professor of Juda+c Studies and Social, Philosophy at Drev' 

University, Madison, N. J., on "The Integration of the Jew in America." 

Rabbis Max Arzt and Bernard J. Bamberger, both of New York City, and 

Emanuel Rackman of Far Rockaway, N. Y., will be the discussants. Rabbi 

Joseph Miller of Brooklyn, N. Y., president of the New York Board of 

RabbiS, will offer the prayer at this . ses8ion. 

- more -



General Assembly, 5/7/57 3. 

Beginning at 10 a. m.: the Monday_ morning session will fee.ture a 

paper on I1Rellgiou8 Revival and Jeldsh Educationl1 by Dr. David Rudavsky, 

of Newark, N. J. J president of the Nat ional Council for Je",ish Education. 

Rabbis Samuel Glasner of Baltimore, Md., Abraham Millgram and Joseph H. 

Looksteln, both of New York City, are the discussants. Benjamin Glazer 

of Brooklyn, national vice-chairman of the sponsors committee, is 

chairman of the session. The opening prayer will be offered by Rabbi 

Israel Klavan of Mt . Vernon, N. Y., executive se~retary of the 

Rabbinical ·Council of America. 

The l.'fondcu afternoon session, 1 p. m. 'J will highli~ht a paper on 

"Religious Revival and Je"Jish Family Lifel! by Sidney Aronson of 

Larchmont, N. Y. J instructor in sociology at Brooklyn College. The 

panel discussants will be Rabbis Jerome D. Folkman of Columbus, Ohio, 

I. Fred Hollander of New York City, and JAshaia Schnitzer of Hontclalr, 

N. J. Samuel Rothstein of Brooklyn, N. Y., member of the exec1,ltive 

committee of the Synagogue Council, is chairman of the ee~slon. 

The conclucling session on Monday afternoon, at J p. m., will feature 

a summary of the General Assembly by Dr. Davidson. Rabbi Marc H. 

Tanenbaum of Elmhurst, No Y., executive director of the Synagogue Council, 

will presen·t a paper on liThe Synagogue Council Looks Ahead. II Rabbi 

Wolfe Kelman of Riverdale, N. Yo, executive Vice-president . of the 

Rabbinical Assembly of America, will offer the benediction. 

The citation to 14ro Silberman ,..,ill be presented by Jesse Cohen of 

Uniondale, N. Y. J Council treasurer ; to Mr. Straus, by Charles :po Kramer 

of New York City, Council executive committee member; and to Mr. 

Schneierson by Joseph Schlang of New York City, recording secretary of 

the Council. 

The Assembly is one of the major projects of the Synagogue Co~cl11' s 

Synagogue r evitalization program for which !~125,OOO is being sought. 

000 
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C.oNGUGATlONS OY AIIID.lCA 

UNITED SYNAGOGU E O Y AIII'Jt.!CA 

USION 01 

AwnlCAN HElUW CONIOJt.[GATlONS 

ORGANIZED IN 15126 

SYNAGoqU€ CoUNCIL OF .AM €RI CA 
110 WEST 42nd STREET· NEW YORK 36, N. Y .• BRYANT 9·2647 

March 4, 1957 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

I am happy to extend to you, as one of our distinguished 
national Jewish leaders, this cordial invitation to take 
part in the 'Second Annual General Assembly of the 
Synagogue Council of America, to be held at Columbia 
Uni vers i ty, Broadway and 117th S.treet, New York 01 ty I on 
Sunday, March 24th, beginning at 11 a.m., through Monday, 
March 20th. 

This Assembly, which has already elicited enthusiastic 
interest among the academiC, general religious and 
Jewish leadership of our cOWltry, will be devoted to 
a c9mprehensive exploration of the theme ., "The Current 
Jewish Religious Revival." 

In the enclosed 'Program Highlights' you will note the 
high caliber of the speakers and the serio-us importance of the topiCS chosen for discussion. You will also 
certainly want to join with uS in honoring former Sena.tor 
Herbert H. Lehman, Honorary Co-chairman of our Nationsl 
Sponsors Committee. who will receive the Synagogue Counoil 
Annual Award on Sunday night. 

Because of the expected large attendance from all parts 
of the country, and in view of the limited seating 
capa.city at Ea.rl Hall. it i1:3 essential that seats be re
served. Will you, therefore, plea.se let me know by 
return mail how many admission tiokets you will use? 

We invite · you to bring the Assembly to the attention of 
key individuals in your community through announcements 
from your congregation's 'pulpit, in your publications, 
and before various organization meetings. 

We look forward with keen anticipation to the pleasure 
of greeting you in psrson. 

1rL~e~~~~ 
Rabbi Max D. Davidson 
Chairman, General AS'sembly 

-::--.,--.,---------,-----:--- PAST PRESIDHNT!: --:-~::----:--_::::-__::-:-------
·RAul AlRAIII SIMON . __ ... ___ ._". ___ 1926·30 RAB81 DAVID DI Sou. PooL __ . __ ._.19"·40 RABBI WILLIAM F. RonNBluM _ ... _ ...... _. 19-46. 48 

lIDD:bh 

lto.nl ELIAS SOLOMAN ._l9lo·n °RABB.I ED'II'M.D JUAEL .1940·41 RAlII ROIIRT GolDI. __ ._ ... _ .... _ ............. 1948.49 
HOI<. AUlu W~UI __ ._. ___ . ___ .. 1932_H RABBI hlA!L GoLM'l'IIN __ _1941.44 R..ull BIlNAJt.D J. BAMBn~n __ ._._ ... 1949.H 

° KABII SAMUEL SCI(ULNAN __ ._ ..... _ ••••• 1934·36 llI.B11 HUUIT S. GaUlsnlN __ • __ 19«·46 RABBI SIIIION G. KUMII. _ .. _. __ ............. 19H.B 
'RAn! Eu,o"s MAROOLIS _ •• _._ ... _____ 1936·38 ·R~B.I ISMC LANDIIIAN 1946 RAir.! NORMAN SALIT __ ......................... _ ... 19S3.n 

• Dc-c~H.d 



HARRY A. GAFFIN 

19S PROSPECT STREET 

EAST ORANGE. N. J. 

April 16, 1957 

Rabbi Marc H. Tannenbaum., 
Executive "Director 
Synagogue Council of Am"erica 
110 West 42nd Street 
Ne\L York 36, NEW YORK 

Dear Rabbi: 

Thank you for your letter of April 12th and for 
your acceptance of our invitation. We note that 
f1rs. Tannenbaum will accompany you. 

I am enclosing a rough sketch showing hm<l you can 
reach THE GOLDMAI>I Hotel from Ne"ark. 

~ooking forward to greeting you. 

Cordially .ypurs. 

// ~ 

H:!:~v,(7V 
Annual Dinner & Journal Chairman 

enc. 



LECT!JRERi· Rabbi Mgro a;·Tanenba ... Dat •• IIOv. 26, 1957 
UI:TllRERS 'OUTLIIIa SUBJECT. JUDAISM - THE BEST DJ!!"E!I SE OF THE JEll 

1 - RELIGIOUS GROUPS III AMERICA' 

A - Herberg's th.sis. "'1'riple Melting Pot" - Catholic, Jewish Protestant 

B - JUdaism, oneof ' "Three Major Fa1ths", meaDS unprecedented status for Jews 

2 - NEll STATUS IMPLIES liE!! RESPOIISlBnITIES 

A - Demands ot -Government and Don-Jev1sb cOllllDUni tT f'tr Jewish cooperation 
.... qu1r9 organized, cooperative r •• ponse from ·J.wish community 

B - Historio competitivene •• among Jewish idsolog1cal partisans being 
replaced by religious .tatesmanshlp 

J - RESPONSE OF JEWISH CIlMl!UNITY '1'0 MIChi DIIMAIIDS POR Ol/ITY 

A - Instances 1" history. Ssnhedri", _ll1de, Councll of the Four Land. 

B - Gradual evolution of Synagogue Councll of Ame,.lc. as coordlnating 
age"cy 1'0,. three maJor broncbes of religious Jsvry in America 

4 - AREAS OP JEIIISlIFET ICI01JS COO_ArlOlI Wl'I'IIIII STII AGOGUE COUNCIL 

\.LL ~-.;~ A-

. V ~iiI5w 

\l1lV 
U~ . 

Ertornally. Vi ..... -vi. the non-J""tsh "",.ld. the United lIations, 
the U. S. Goveramect, the Catholic and Protestant cburch federatlona, 
civic" patriotic, soc1al UBltar6, inter-rel1gious agencies. 

B - Internally. 

(1) "Promoting co"",on religiou. 1nterests" among throe broache. of 1.....".1 hlf-:JtA, 
~1M.Js.oJ . CuI' ;( >,,~ (2) Relationships with no..-religious Jewish agencies 

o G~rg; 5 - '!'lIE l1MERGIIIG NEll ALIGlIMEIIT III JEl/ISR TIFE 

A - The assertion of the ral1g1olls i:Umeaslotl of Jewish lU'e 

B· - '!'he ch&Ueng!!of building Jewish rel1g1ous atate_n on a local 
as vell as nat1onal" lev~ . ~. ): 

• 
" o· 

( 



ucrml!R: ,BLIllZI!R WHAl\TMAN Date: Pebruary 26, i9S7 
'i:iiCi'uRms ourLINB SUB,JE:! om RESPONSIBILITY TOWARD ISIWlL 

AMERICAN JBI\1IY AND .ISIWlL: A JQINr RESPONSIBILITY 

1- ARAB CAMPAIGN AGAIN5r TIlE 5rAl'B OP ISRAEL. 
A,- Boycott B- Blockade C- Cold War 
D- Political and Propaganda ~ampaigD 

2- ISRAEL' S BPPOllTS TO BIU!AK our OP ARAB NOOSB 
~ Increase of Population B- &:panded ~ustria1 OUtput 
c- Expanded Agricult~re D- Relieving .of 'Immediate Threat by Sinai Campaign 

3- IlBACTION OP TIIB U.S .* USSR * AND TIIB U.N. TO #D-ABOVE 
~ U.S. Freezing of Punds 
B- USSR. Cutting off trade R.el~tions: Continued .. Shipments to Ar8;bS 
C- U.N. (Influenced by Asian-African-COmmunists Blocs) \'Jeighing of Sanctions 

4- HOW AMERICAN Jl!\'4!Y IS API\BcrJD) 

s_ 

~ ArILl> Campaign Against Israel lII:panded to Include World Jewry 
1- Boycott of Jewish Pirms 
2_ Prohibi:t;ion against- U.S .• Jewish . Personnel StatiQlled at U.S. Bases on Arab Soil 
3- Discrimination introduced (With aid of State Dept) in u.s. hiring Agencies 

B- Arab Campaign Designed to Drive Wedge between Jews and Non-Jews 
c- American JeWry's Obligation to the Jewish People - Israel in .the Only Counrty 

Accepting ~Jewish Refugees 
.D- Israel as Laboratory Where Traditional, Prophetic , Jewish Concepts of Human Values 

can be Demonstrated . 
.B- Israel as Spirituai Center of Worl4 Jewry 
P- Iarael as Major Source of Jewish Creativity for Diaspora (Arts, Scholarship, 

Literature etc) . 
~ Israel as Exemplar of Democracy, and Buffer against Communism in the Middle East 
g.. B:::auation in the Byes of Non Jews o.l Am·erican, and. Israeli Jewry 

~ State Department 
C- Pentagon ~ Professional Anti-Semites 
Boo Heirarchy (Not Laity) of Catholic Church 

6- RESPONSIBILITY OP U.S . J1!WRY TOWARD ISRAEL 
A- Pinancial _ U.J.A., 
C- Public Relations 

Bonds, U.S. Markets. B- Moral .· 

B- Aliya 
G..; Spiritual Guidance . 

7- TIIB COlCBPT OP ZIONISM IUlBXAMINJDl 
. A- Historic 

B- Meaning and Implicati~ns of Zionism Todav 

.. 

D- Political 
F- Private Investments. and. "Know-How" 
~ Export of the Democratic Process 



ADULT JEHISH STUDIES COURSE 
Winter 11957-Spring, 1958 

TO: Membership of the Je't";ish Community Center of !,~ount Kisco 

FROM: Adult EducAtion Committee 

We e.re very hc:\ppy to announce thp.t .'i'ie h e.ve completed 
pl a ns f or our Ad.ult Educa tion for' t his coming ye <? r .. 
The COUrae will c.onsist of tuc semesters; a ¥.inter 
session e na. a Spring session, 8.?ch consisting of 
six (6) lectures , p.nd e.. Hebretl Stue.les Course. 

These lectures ar e primpxily designed to stlnulate 
an informed avlareness of Je,,!ish fI. f fairs J strengthen 
the concept of Jew'ish survival, a.nd hel p make positive 
Jel<ish living 8. reality . 

l'ie list bel ow the progr 8.m arr anged for the !'linter 
Semester. The Spring progra!D. '·.~ill be r!.nnounced a t 
a later dnte. 

Since time 18 extremely short, tI.na our first lec'~ure 
1s scheduled to start on October 29, ~ ... e respec-tfully 
urge you to ple&se r eturn the encl~Bed me~o in the 
enclose~ self~addressed s t amped envelope, indicat ing 
your intent i on of enrollment. 

\1e sincerely hope the.t ever y member of our Center 11111 
support the program of Adult Je«ish Educo.tion. 

Ethel Brensil ver, Secly 
HO 6- 8519 

Sincerel-y, 

Harry E. Schacter 
Che.irman 

A. lW .. jor Lecture Course - JUDAISM I N MODERN TI1·G5-Tuesdays a t 8 :45 PM 

1. Oct. 29 - IS ZIONISM NECESSARY FOR JEWISH SURVI VAL 
Lecturer - Hertzel Fis~,n , Rabbi 

Teo.ple ShEl.lo!!1 , Green~·'ich , Conn . 

2 . Nov . 5 - t-ll:U.T IS A JEW . 
Lecturer - Dr . Charles E. Shul man, P~bbi 

. Riv~rdale Temple, N. Y. 

3 . Nov . 1 2 - CHANGING ATTITUDES TO~iA .. ?J) THE BIBLE 
Lecturer - Raycond Krinsky , RAbbi 

Yorktown Jewish Center 

4. Nov . 1 9 THE IMPACT OF Cf'.RISTIANITY ON J UDAISM 
Lecturer - Sol omon K . Kapl E'.n, Rabbi 

Temple Beth- El , Northern VTestchester -_._--. 
5. Nov. 26·':::t:AN h'E OVEllCOME THZ DIFFERENCES , DIVIDING THE 

' 
.... -:::::::::::=::::::=A1p.~.m~'H~ODOX, CONSERVATIVE, AND REFOPl>l JEWS 

Lecturer-l-1arc H. Tanenbaum , Dir ector Synagogue 
Council of America 

6. Dec . J - To~lc Rnd l ecturer to be nnnounced 

B. H~brew StUdies Course- 12 sessions- Tuesru;.ys P.t 8 PM to 8 :55 Pl~ . 

1. Elementary Hebrew - Reading, "lith special stress on the 
. . . Siddur 

2 . Intermedia t e Hebr elv-Converseo.tlonal Hebre"t'l e;nd fluency in 
. He"brew read~ng 

Registra tion fee: Five dollars per coupl e, fo r both the l ect ure s and 
H~brel"' . Three d.ol l f.l.rs per i ndi vi·du~.l, for both 
t~e l ect ures and Hebre,,,. 

Rabbi Sanford H. He.hn-Jeuish COI!llllunity Center-60 Smith Ave .,Mt.Kisco 



· , 

Rabbi Sanford II. Hahn 
Jewish Co~.nity Center · 

of I~ount Kisco 
60 SD1 th. Avenue 
t~ount Kl$:co, "Ne)! York 

near Saody, 

20 Octobel' 1957 

Thank you for your thoughtful letter or· Oct. 14th. I look 
forward \/ith ple.eure to ·bsing with yoU aod to speaking 
·to your congregat1on on Nov. 26th. I an hoping thct ':!q 

.,ifs, Helga, \/ill be able to Join me. . 

My subject vill be. "Jada1a:l ~ the Best Defense of the Jov." 

t·~y photo v11~. be on its , way to you during the veek; meantime, 
herewith or bio highlights: 

Rabbi ?·farc R. TOnElnbauc. 1s n:ecutiva Mrector of the 
Synagogue Council of' benco,. central national agency 
represB~tlog the ·rab01nic aod congregational organi •• tioruo 
of' Conservative; orthodox, and Reform "Javry. He vas recently 
d.s1g.ated chai""..n of the projects c""",1 ttse. for the Jewish /.,) 
community of' President E1sanh~r'3 People-to-PBople movement's 
Religions Groups Co~iltee. He is the only Jev1sh vice-chairman 
of the ooani of directors of Religion In American Lifa. a national 
vice-chairman of' the A!nerlc&n Nati onal Red Cross, a member of . 
the .Religious Rolioy Comoitte. of the Girl Soout. of America. 

Rab31 Tanenbaum was a contributing wr1ter to Time ~azlne, 
sterr .oember of the Eternal Light radio progl'8lll, Bnd literary 
editor for s.verBl of the leading pUblishing firms in New York. 
He ".'lS elected. to ""''ho's l.ftlo in America, n .\,bo I s t..'ho In the East; It 
and "Uho&t..ho Amnng World Jevry." Bora 1n Baltimore, f~., 1n 1925, 
he was ordained at the JENisb 'l1leologlc'sl se;:-::inary of America'~ 
In 1951., he served. 8~ rabbi of the Je\lish Center of Lake ?·:ahopac. 

In our phone talk, you ralsfd the oattsr of' honorarillm. r-!y nomal 
minimUm foe i. fifty-dollars. 

With best wishe. for th. New Yearl 

Oordially, 

MHT:ed Rabbi l-Me H. Tnnenbaum 
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RABBI SANFORD H. HAHN 

eo SM1TH AVlb!uo: 
MQUHT K,.eo. N O:W TORK 

Rabbi' Mare H. TaDenbaum 
Synagogue Council of _rica 
'110 West 42nd Street 
New Iork, 36, N.I. 

Dear Marc, 

October 28, 1957 

Thank you for your letter of October 2Otb, in whiCh 
your bin vas included. Enclosed you will find a coPY' 
of the course outl.1De for the winter semester and also 
a copy ot a typical lecturer's outliDe used last year. 
Your outline need not be as long or as detailed as this 
one. 

Since I did not have your topic when the outune vas 
mimeographed, I assumed the responsibility of composing 
a topic, which vill be altered, "hen the publicity 
goes out, to the ODe you suggested "Judai8l'll - The Best 
Defense of the Jew.a Since we have two local. DeV8-
papers in this area, I would appreciate receiving two 
photographs rather than one. 

Betore receiving your letter of the 20th, in which you 
state your nom-I ndn1nnl1ll fee, I had taken the liberty 
of requesting a $)0. allowance for your lecture. Since 
this is the' normal fee that ve can afford to pq for a 
lecture, it would be mdcvard for me to request more. ......., 
I sincerely hope that leaving the fee at $)0. vill meet 
with your approval.. 

I look forward to seeing you and meeting your vile, 
Helga, on November 26th. 

• IL\IIII 

SHlhdg 
2 encls. 

• 



RABBI SANFORD H. HAHN 

J IlWISH COII""U""TT CI:HT'UI 0' MOUN T KISC:O 

60 S .. ,TH AV . HUI: 

MOUNT K Isco. NEW YOII" 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Synagogue Cou.ncil of America 

. . - H.O-Weet -42nd- Street.-- - - -
New York Ci t:r . 

Dear Kare, 

October 14, 19$7 

... _ _ . _ _ c-,-_-_ _ ____ _ 

This letter is to confirm the arrangement. made by 
" teleiihone for ;You to participate in our Mul t Jewiah 

studies Program .on Tuesda;y, November 26t.h at 8:40 P.M. 

The overall topic tor the six lectures in the series 
is "Tbe Cbailenges to Jewisb atrv1 val Toda;y.· K7 aim 
in us1Dg this particular area is to arouse-· Jewi.b people 
into UDderetaDdiDg the new for vital Jew1aIi living. 

I would appreciate recei~ from you, as 800n U 
possible, a biographical sketch, a photograph and tile 
topic of your pertl.cular lecture. Tbe outl1De of your 
lecture, vb1ch .ve discussed on the telephoDe, J1JII3' be 

. sent two weeks prior to the lect1lre, giving us anp1e 
time for mimeographing. 

To get to our SyDagogue, take the Major DeegaD Highvq 
. to the Saw II1ll Ri ..... Par~ turiioff (nOrth), vh1nb . 

you lI1ll get in the DOrtb Bronx. Follow tile Saw Mill 
Ri ..... Parkvq to tbe IIsvtbOrDe. Circle, go bel.lIrq aroUDd 
the circle to the sigD. which . pointe to Mto n.co. This 
1. the Saw .II1llRiver Parkvq kteDsion. Follow this 
extension tor -1$ miDute., leanng at the Kt. Kisco exit. 
Make 'a rigbt turD onto Route 133, lIbich beco .... Msin atreet, 
to _th .venne. Make a right tum onto Smitil "venne 

and. you lI1ll find our Center midva;r do,., the block on 
the lett bend side. . -From ~eens it .hould take you about 
an hour and a half. 



RABBI SANFORD H. HAHN 

JEWIS H CO .... UHITY CENTER OF MOUNT KISCO 

60 SMITH AVENUE 

MOUNT KISCO, NEW YORK 

October 14. 1957 
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Rabbi IIarc H. T8II8Ilbaom 

I look forward to seeing you and, if possible, 
meeting your wite. Best regards for the year 
ahesd. 

SHH.dg 

. . 



ADULT JEWISH. STUDIES COOlISE 
IIOONT KISCO JEWISH CCJIIIUIIlTY cmTEit 

LECTOIUR'S OUTLINE 

I. RELIGIOUS GROUPS III AMWCA 

.j;. Herberg's thesis. "Triple Mel~ug Jot" - Catholic, Protestall1>, Jewish . 
B. Judaia.,· one of -Three Major Fa1 ths lt ; means UDprecedented status ft;Jr Jews 

n • !mi. STATUS . II!PLIES NEW RESFONSIBILITIES 

.&. Demands of Government and ,DDn-Jadsh CC'l!!!m1n1ty tor Jewish cooperation 
require org..u.zed, cocpera~"" reapoIBe from Jewish commiu:d.t;y. 

B. Historic compe~~ftness among Jewish ideological par~saca b8iug 
replaced by rel1gLou8 state=aDah1p. 

In. RESI'ONSE OF JEWISH COMIIUJIITY TO DDWlDS FOR UNlTI 

A. Instances ·1D histor;yl 5mbedr!D, Gamel'"'·, CoUDc11 of the Four Landa . 
B. Gradual evolu~oD ot SyDago_ CoUDCil of .America as coordiDa~ng 

agency for three major brancea of rel1g1.o. Jewry 111 America • 

. IV. AREAS OF JDlISH RELIGIOOS COOPIRATIOIiWITHIIi SYllAGOQUE COOI/CIL 

A. kternally: vis-a';"via the non-Jewish world: The United Nations, 
the v.~s. Government, the Catholic and Protestant ch1:Jrch federations, 
civic, patriotic, social welfare, 1nter-religl.ous agencies. 

B. Internall,y i 
1. "PromOting common religious interesta lt among three br8nches 

of J"""T 
2. Relationships with non- reUg1ous 'Jewish agenc~e8 

V. THE I1.IIERGING NEW ALIGNMENT IN JEWISH LIFE 

1:. The assert1.on of the rellgious dimension 0 f Jewish l1fe 
B. The ch8llenge of building Jewish reli~OUB statesmen aD a local 

as well as natio.nal level . 
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Novimber 6. 19:6 

Rabbi Yarc H. Tanenba'Ulll 
Synagogue COlmci1 of America 
116 West 42 street 
N .... York 36. N. Y. 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

We wouJd appreciate it if you "!,011ld let us 

have your revierr . of the book THE PARASITE by 

Deeenber 1, 19!6. 

MSIV thanks for your anticipated coo!)eration. 

Sincerely yours, 

PHILIP GCXD!AN 

JEWISH BOOK MONTH OCTOBER 26·NOJ'EMBER 26, 1956 
I • 
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Preface 

This statement outlines in brief plans for 8 comprehensive 

research study of the factors uotivat.irJg and inhibiting ·the 

meaDingtul involvement or the Jewish population in tb.e lite of the 

synagogueo It has been prepared at the request of the Synagogue 

Council of America by t~e Bureau ot Applied Soci&~ Research or 

Colu~1a Univer81tyo 

. ' ... i . . ..... . ,>-: , , .' 



The Objectives of the Stu?l 

The objectives of t.be stuc:U', as formulated by the Synagogue 

Council ot America, are to learn (1) tm:,y more Jews do not arfiliate lSith 

the S;rn..gogue and (2) tlb¥ so ~ of those who hold such on aU1l1otion . 

ott.end rel1giouo services sporadically and/or 1nd1tferently. Seen in 

researcb terms, the satisfaction of ~e8e objactlves requires systematic 

answers to a series of questions bearing on the role of the s.rna~ogue in 

the life of tbe JaH.. The specification ot tn,esB questions is perhaps 

the most fruitful tial to expres3 concisely Just what a research investl

gat~on promises to accampli8h~ 

We begin with tbe · UDat'filiated Jewso What accounts tor tbeir 

non-aff'111ation and what can be done to encourage them to affiliate? A 

first requirement clearly ia to know "'00 thq area 

-~e they a cross section of the Jewish population or are the,y 
concentrated in certain age, marital status, occupational and 
economic groups? 

--Do tha unaffiliated spend most of their Ume - at WON and at 
play - \d.th non.::.Jelfs, with other uwU'filiated Jews or with. 
synagogue members? 

- Have the unaff1l1ated ~I fallen 8td'Byn from t.he Synagogue or have 
they never r.ad contact with it? 

- -Do tne unaffiliated generally refrain from engaging in coamunlty 
affairs? Do tbey belong to tlecular orgonizationa? .Do tney 
belong to Jewish organi&atlons" other than synagogues? 

Answers to such questions are essential to dllfining the groups 

whose behavior we hope to explaan and in a modest way, they em. be used 

to provide clues to the reasons for non~ffil1atlon~ However, DOD

affiliation is not only a function of who a person 1s, but of what he 

thinks and believeso 



Finding out mat these beliets are const1 tut.es the second requ.i.rement 

of tile study. 

-=Ho~ concerned are the unaffiliated about the place of 
religion in their lives? Where there 1s concern, what 
is its nature and how. if at all, i. it resolved? 
Specifically, uhat has been · substituted for the Synagogue 
as a ID.aans f)·t resolution? 

-=00 the unaffiliated have strong negative feelings about 
synagogues or are they b~ and large uninformed anq indifferent 
to them? If the former, what are the sources of the negative 
feelings? If tbe letter, what accounts fOl' the indifference? 

~at a~ their prevailing images of synagcgues - Orthodox, 
Consenr.&tive and Reform? Do tIley th.1nk of t.he Synagogue 
prim,ar1ly as a p1ace of worship or 8S aD etlmic or social 
institution? 

-Whats.re their self-conceptions: of tb.emsel'1es as Jews? Do 
tbeyidentif;yd1th til. JewiSh cOllllllunit,. or do tile,. £.el 
alien to it? How do their self-conceptions relate to their 
images of the Synagogus1 

Our I<notiledge and understanding Ifill undouhtedly be enhanced b,. 

identifYing the unaffiliated and by learning .the reasons for their non-

affiliation" In \-,hat waye, however, is such information likelf to be 

useful in helping the Synagogue to reach the unaffiliated? No precise 

answer to this question can be given, obviously, before the research 

itseli is completed. HI,)"\!Jsver, in a general ·tJay, this much can be s.aid o 

--First of all~ the research will function to specif,y ~o the 
lea,s~ rasfstant are among the unat·filiated. The SynagOgu9 
1s thus placed in a MO~ strategic po9iti~n· to direct its 
activities to reaching those ~ho are most likely to be 
affected by ita mSBsage rather than to dissipate its energies 
in seeking to reach. an undifforeptlated mas~ Qf i.D.dil/iduals ... 

--$econdl.y, the research tfill identify the kinds of religiOUS 
needs now experienced by the unaffiliated Hhich ar e not being 
effectively sntisfied outside the Synagogue.. This will provide 

· direc~ives to the Synagogu~ for more effectively planning its 
ow. prograii!. to satiety these needs. 
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-Third, the research li!ill indicate the images of the Synagogue 
lIhich inhibit the unaffiliated from participating in its 
program. When these images are erroneous, the Synagogue's 
ability to cope with and to change tbem will be enhanced by 
a s.78tematic kno~ledge of their cont~nto 

~ much in brief for that part of the study ""bieh tdU focus on 

the unaffiliated. What about the equally- important objective of' deepen-

ing the 1D.volvePlent of those 'ltl'ho are already members of the ·Synagogue? 

This objective stimulates a somewhat different set or requirements. A 

first requirsent 1s to distinguish the different ways in which members 

noti' orient tnemselves to the life of the Synagogueo 

-who participatE'ts moat actively in all aspects of th.e Synagogue's 
progr8lil- ":":·religious, educational, and social. rJbo, in turn, 
participate. mean1ngfuil¥ in onl¥ part of the program? 

--What distinguishes ~hose for Hhom the 5,ynagogue satisfies 
primarily a religiouB need from those for uhom it pr1nc1pa~ 
sa~s a social function? 

--Hov can different orientations to the Synagogue be described? 
How successfully do these different orieot.ations fulfill the 
highest ideal·,;,. o£ the Synagogue's role? 

A second requi:'~:~ntJ follow:ing from tbe f:'::'·:.lt, is to come to 

understand the UDderly1n.~ motivations "bieb. lead m~.bers 10 orient 

themselves to the SynagO{:U8 in different l:!ays . This involves momoi 

what religious, social, and psychOLogical needs ro£~erB exp~rience and 

how the Synagogue functions to satisfy or not to satisf'y these need8.o 

-To abat extent is the member concerned about holding a religious 
faith? iihat are the components of hie cc,ncern? In ~ha t tfays 
does ~~e Synagcgue help or hinder hl~ in resolving this concern? 
What differences, i.f an;y, exist between members of Orth·odox!I 
Conservative and aeror.n temples? 

-.fJbat. non- religious needs does the member experience either 
com:1oualy or unconsciously iihich are satisfied through his 
Synagogue affiliation? 

- How are motivations related to the member' 8 age, his tUlrital 
and f:'5..'Uil,y status, his occupation, and his standard of living? 
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Motivations are undoubted.l¥ relAted to members' concept.1.ons ot 

the Jewish religion and ot the role of the Synagogue 8S a religious 

instltutiono A third requirement, therefore, is to learn l:ffi.at these 

conceptions ..re and no .. tller d1ffer "",,",g _ers llaving different 

orientations to the Syn.agogueo 

-What are the conceptions ot the relig10us ritual? is ritual 
thought or as 8 cultural. tradition, as an expression ot 
tam1.ly sentiment, or as a religioua expression? 

--Hov clear are tbe conceptions of Jeuiah theology and ~edl 
Is ' it considered" mean1ngful and understandable or abstraot 
and removed fl"O" tbe pl"Oblems of dall,y l1v1.ng? 

-oTo what exteot does "feeling Jewish" reflect a religious 
concern, to ldlat extent an etbn:1c ldentU'ication? 

"""'lilO defines the S)'JUlgogue &8 a Ithouse ot worship"? Who 
defines it as a "house of assembly"? 

-Do synagogues ever de.tlect th.elr 'membar~1 religious concerns? 
Are they ever unable to provide satisfactory answers to 
religious questions? . 

It 18 relevant t.o ask how the answers to these research questions 

can be used to deepen the members" involvement in the religious life or 

the Synagogu.eo Here, age-1n, it 1s impossible to pl;edict ttle epac1..f'ic 

policy implications .which the study" will produceo Something, however, 

can be said about the f'erm which they are likely to takea 

..... First, the research 1:fUl enable us to distL."lguish ror the 
first time tbe different role. that tbe Synagogue now plays 
iJi the lives of its memberso Such a selt-evaluation has the 
obvious func·i:.ion of helping the S:J1l8.gogud to det'ine more 
clearq just .mat . its ultimate objectives should beo 

-..second..l.¥ J the research will ident14 the eondi tious mieh lead 
some . members to experience deeply mea;dngful religious satis-

. factions from their membership in the Synagogue and the obstacles 
1:Ihich prevent others from doing SOa Such lcnotd'ledge will provide 
the Synagogue tdtb i:I. set of directives such that its program. 
may overcOMe ii,j.thin the lim! ts of i .ts capab1li t,., the obstacles 
to full religious expression for the bulk of its mtSZllbers a 
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-Third, in a more specif'1c way, tne researcb will clarif:y tbe 
needs wtl1ch mambers experience ' and tile wafS in tfhicll t.be 
Synagogue succeds or fails to satisty .these needso . Tbe 
implications of such intormatlon for Synagogue policy 8carc~ 
need commento 

-Fourth, in proViding insight int.o tlle varying conceptions which 
_ora have ot tile Jedsll religion and ot til. S)'DlIgogua aa an 
ins't1tutlon, the research will point ttle waT to the develoJJt1Cnt 
ot the kinds of educational programs necessary to relate the 
SynagOpe'.B message to its constituency in an optimal way. 

Carrying out the Research 

To satls~T the objectives and answer tne questions outlined abov8g 

a research study 1s tenta ti vely proposed vilich would proceed along 

the following lines: 

-The study would involve intensive interviews \d.th a sample 
ot present synagogue members and non-memberso 

- -As now conceived, 1 t 1s planned that the study be li.m:i.ted to 
tb.e New York metropolitan are&o It is lelt. that tbe various 
conditions under which Jet's reside can be adequately represent.ed 
within the confines or this area.. It 1s recognized, h01:fever, 
that other considerations may require the se:;'ection ot a 
different site tor the study and possibly a decision to have it 
done comparatively in a number of different areas .. 

-whatever the ultimate decision as to the location or the studT, 
it is proposed that the sample be selected to represent the 
d1.f£erent environmental conditions under wtlich Jews live .. 
Thus, it is not planned that the sample be Wail)'" a random one .. 
Rather, it 1s proposed that sub-units ot t:le study area be 
distinguishad according to the ra.tio of ttB Jetdsh to the 
non...J6v1sh population and according to the rough. distribution 
of Orthodox, Conservat1ve, and Reform Jews in the Jewish 
population.o The sample would then be dra\:m. to represent tile 
predominant sub-units Milich are tilus located, 

-The sample of affiliated Jews would be selected from the 
lIl8IIIbership roles of the synagogues located in tile semple areas .. 
Tne sample of the unatt1llated Jevs 1:I)uld be selected -b)'" a 
method of probabillty sampling involving door_to-door 
intervie1l1ng, 
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--Tho interneld's ~ould be eonductod by trained intervieHerso 

The intervieH guide: ~ould be 5&miQstl'uctureci.. Tbat is, 
while a standard set of questions would be asked of 811 
respondents, the intervi8l1erS uould be given considerable 
latitude to explore in depth tbe ditEerent topical areas to 
be covered in the studyQ In tbis way, aU i'acets of the 
problem. can be explored without the restrictions ordinarily 
encountered in using rul~ structured questionnairsso 

UntU the location of the study has been decided upon, it is 

impossible to specify the size ot th.e sample and to estimate. accurately 

the study' s costo It 1s felt, bo~ever, that ~hatever decision 1s mads, 

the cost of an adequate study t-iDuld range somewhere beti:Ueen $60,000 

and. $100,000, and liould take approx:l..~tely 16 months to cOlllpleteo 
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JEWISH HOLY DAYS 
(1952-1955) 

T h. Synaqoqua Coundl of Amer
lca. repr ... ntlnQ' all phases oJ Jewiah 

r.Uqloua We I.n. the United Sta' 

presenta thla calendar of Jewiah holy 

days cmd reUqloua feativala fo: the 

yeara 1952 to 1955 for quldanca in 

reqard to absencas of Jewish. stu

dents and employe.s. cmd the p0-:sl

ble arrcm.qamant of dale. for exami

nations. r.eqlatrationa. asaembltes • 

• tc .. so as Dot to conflict with tha •• 

holy daya. 

All thes. Jewlalt holy dan and 

ralJqloWl fe.Uvala. as weD as the 

we.kly Sabbath. beqln OD. the pre
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1952 1953 1954 1955 

THE SABBATH - Every Friday 
evening 10 Satwday evening, 

PASSOVER - Commemorating Apr. 10 Mar. 31 Apr. IS Apr. 7 
the exodus from Egypt. Apr. II Apr. I Apr. 19 Apr. S 

Conclusion of Passover. Apr. 16 Apr. 6 Apr. 24 Apr. 13 
Apr. 17 Apr. 7 Apr. 25 Apr. 14 

PENTECOST - Shabuolh. com· May 30 May 20 lune 7 May 27 
memorallng the revelation on May 31 May 21 June S May 2B 
Mt. Sinat. 

(5713) (5714) (5715) (5716) 
ROSH HASHANAH - The lew· Sept. 20 Sept. 10 Sept. 2B Sept. 17 

Ish New Year. Sept. 21 Sept. II Sept. 29 Sept. IS 

YOM KIPPUR - Day of Alone- Sept. 29 Sep!. 19 Oct. 7 Sept. 26 
menl. Most solemn day of. 
the Jewish year; devoted to 
fasling, prayer and repent· 
cmca. 

SUKKOTH - Tabernacles . . Har- Oct. 4 Sept. 24 Oct. 12 Oct. I 
vest festival, commemorating Oct. 5 Sept. 25 Oct. 13 Oct. 2 
the dwelling of the Israeilies 
in tabernacles in the wilder-
ness. 

Conclusion of Sukkoth Festival. Oct. II Oct. I Oct. 19 Oct. S 

REJOICING OF THE LAW-The Oct. 12 Oct. 2 Oct. 20 Oct. 9 
annual reading of the Penta-
teuch Is completed and re-
sumed. 

,", ...... ' " .' . 



RABBI 
ntt lin'll SKAUlM 

CONGt.EGATION 

August ~, 1956 
Ab 30, 5716 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

GER S HON HADA S 
HOD THE P,uEO 

KANsAS CITY 9, MO. 

~ Synagogue Council of America 
110 West 42 Street 
New York, New York 

Oea.r Colleague, 
• >. :.: 

AIR MAn 

Please pardon the long delay in 
Tb~lg1oss is impressive iDdeed, 
.is almost overwhelming. 

acknowledging your very good letter. 
and the list of your accomplishments 

-. -, -~ ... 
t am glad that ' ;OU will be able to come several days before Rosh Hash_ 
anah so that we may go over the Service together with the Cantor who 
will officiatel'with you. It lIOUld be helpful if we could have the top.. 
-ies of JOUr seraoDS, even if the relation betweea the two be ever so 
slight. 

I am sending you under separate cover~zor ~iCb we use, the order 
of the Services Which this particular group has been following ' for a 

',' .., J ,f.' <' . , _ . 
number of years, . and the songster which contains tbe melodies familiar 
to most of the eongregation. You will note from the printed outline 
of the serViee that large portions of the ritual is omitted. 

I cannot very well go back to my committee and ask for an amount greater 
than. the $1,650.00 that was arranged. The committee had -voted a .ma.x
imum of $1,5OQ ~4 it was only after a good deal of ' bargaining 'that I ' 
sueceeded in securing another $150. Perhaps the impression that you will 
leave with my people will be so satisfying that . they will agree to pro
vide the additional transportation costs for your wife. . . .. . ~ . . 

I believe Mrs. Hadas expects you and your wife to stay with us and you 
may be sure that we shall do everything possible to make your stay com
fortable and pleasant. 

Mr. Hyman Brand .has just told rae that at your request he has .arranged 
a meeting to which leaders of the several congregations in the city, 
have been invited. If there is anything special you would like for me 
to do in connection with ~his meeting, please write me. 

Looking f~rward to your visit with us, I am 

ordially yours~ 

GH :AJR 



eETH EL. CONGREGATION 
H I LTCN &I OORITHAN ROADS 

MOH.o.WK 4-3702 

aALTIMORE 15, Mo. 

November 17, 1955 

Rabbi t1arc Tanenbaum 
140 W. 42nd Street 
Ne'~ York 36, New York 

Dear Marc, 

AtSIO£NCE 

3601 ROSEC"L£ RC A O 

MOHAWK 4-7B34 

After care ful reflection, I decided not to mention the 
manuscript on the 'History of ·Jewish Thought'Jin my reply 
to Toynbee. It would have seemed too obvious a publicity 
mzasure. As you wU'l note from the enclosed copies of his 
letter to me and my reply, we shall keep up a correspondence 
on the Jewish phase of ·bis studies. At a later occasion, 
such a reference will not 'be out of place. 

It occurred to me that a fitting title for the book might 
be, liThe Story of Jewish l'bought. II The word, story, suggests 
that the subject is treated in a semi-popular :way. In vieW' 
of my reputation for a difficult, philosophical approach, such 
a corrective note in the title is helpful. 

With best wishes to you and Helga. 

Sincerely, 

/~""r:r--
Jacob B. Agus, Rabbi 

JBA:es 



COPY 

November 17, 1955 

Professor Arnol d Toynbge 
Institute for Advanced Studies 
Princeton University 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Professor Toynbee, 

I was exceedingly delighted to receive your 
letter in which you express your _gratification ~ith my 
article in "Judaism, II and your interest in my studie's 
in the field of philosophies of JeHish · history. 

Your attitude is exemplary of the truly wise man, 
who is defined by a rabbi of the second century as none 
who is willing to l earn from all men. n 

So soon as my study of the philosophies of Jewish 
history is completed, I shall send it to you, I read your 
In"iting with profound admira,tion. I should deem ita 
privilege to be of help to you in whatever way I can, so 
that you might have all the data you need at . your disposal, 
when you begin your reexamination of the nature of Judaism 
and the Jewish people. 

May God bl ess your work. · 

Sincerely yours, 

Jacob B. Agus, Rabbi 

JBA:es 
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March 20, 1956 

liThe enrichment of Jewish life and the strengthening 
of the spiritual contribution of Jewry to America. 1I 

That is the headline - and the story - which is being 
broadcast all over the United States concerning the nation
wide -IlBack to the Synagogue ll campaign. of which you are a 
National Sp~~msor. 

In this dramatic and dynamic campaign, the Orthodox, 
Conservative and Reform branches of Jewry - marking a new 
level in Ame~~can Jewish cooperation and progress - have 
·joined together to bring 1.500,000 unaffiliated Jews back to 
the Synagogue, and to uplift every Jew in the United States to 
a deeper sense of piety and pride . 

The outstanding character of the Committee of 
National Sponsors, of which the enclosed is a partial list, 
attests to the universal and united support for this vital 
program. At the gratifying rate of nominations, this 
committee will soon be the most impressive body of leaders 
ever assembled in Jewish life . These are the men and women 
who, like yourself. realize that it is the Synagogue and what 
it stands for that gives us Jews our distinctive character in 
the total pattern of American life - and that the preservation 
of all that is significant in lewishness is dependent on the 
Synagogue . 

You will . be exceedingly interested to learn that among 
our numerous planned projects is a 11 Motivation Study of 
Synagogue Attitudes," to be conducted by the Bureau of Applied 
Social Research of Columbia University . This first study of 
its kind ever undertaken - to find the factors motivating and 
inhibiting meaningful involvement in Synagogue life - . may prove 

~~~~~~~~========~~~~----~~~~~PASTPRE~;'D~£NT~~S~'~~~~~-----;~~~~~=.i~~~~~~If:~ 'RABBI .u ...... SINON 1926·10 R.u!BI DAVID DE So ..... Poo~ 19}8-40 R.uBI WILliAM F. ROSBNUCM __ 19<16·48 
R.uBI EliAS SoLOMAN _______ 1930-H 'IlABBI fnWAIlD lsa.ul. 1940-41 Jt.uBI ROBUT GoaDls __ • 1\148-"9 
HoN. ALattT WAUl 19}Z.)4 RIoBBI ISKAn GoUlSTElN 1941-"4 RAPI BnNAIlD J. &MUAO;;D. _.t94\1·SI 

·R.ual SAMUIL SofUlWAN _1934-~ !tAB" HEUEllT S. GolDSTlIN ___ 19<14--46 RuBI SIMON G. KMMQ, ______ ._l \lH·H 

'RAaal ELIAS MAAGOLIS _19)6-)8 'RAlIII ISMe lANDWAN 1946 lI.AaBI NonlolAN S ... l.IT . __ .... _ .......... ...... .... __ . . 19H·1) 
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a milestone in the 'understanding of the serious problem of the 
spiritually unconditioned and uninspired Jew . 

·We further wish to report that we have drafted a Blueprint 
of.Action .and .. are scheduling National and Regional Conferences. 
at which we shall seek your and our other sponsors' advice and 
guidance on the various projects to be undertaken. 

In th~s crucial period . when it is 5"0 important to get off 
to a constructive _start , you can be of tremendous help to us in 
a I;lumber of ways : 

Will you please jot down on the enclosed convenient form 
the name.s of other Jewish. leaders who will be an asset tothis 
move-ment. and whom you accordingly recommend for inclusion 
in the National Sponsors Committee? 

Can you send us a message or: s.tatement - on your own 
letterhead or on the reverse side of the enclosed form - indicative 
of your support of this vital campaign? Your perceptive sugges
tions regarding Synagogue needs and fulfillments will be most 
gratefully welcomed. 

Inasmuch as we are 'deferring a public fund-raising appeal 
until our preliminary spade-work has been accomplished, we are 
in the meantime coruronted with the immediate problem of raising 
part of our $125,000 worJ<.ing budget to cover the initial cost of the 
campaign. 

We are accordingly counting on our leaders to assist us 
financial.ly in this emergency period. to enable us to proceed 
without delay with our necessary surveys, s.tudies. National and 
Regional conferences and the essential first steps of our Blueprint 
of Action. 

It would be truly helpful if you would send us a contribution 
in as large an amount as you possibly can. It is, of course, 
deductible under Internal Revenue rulings . 

All of us at the Synagogue Council of America wish to 
express to you our deep appreciation of your enthusiastic and 
helpful sponsorship and part.icipation - and our sincere thanks 
in advance for your prompt valuable and erous response . 

o <;:Y:O B v. " 

Sincerel -_u .. _ 
(_/

,: Rabbi Abraha.m J . Feldman 
President 

c:u.-...;..il-" /lt~'"' 
Marvin J . erman 
National C irman 
"Back to the Synagogue11 The Synagogue Council of America 

Program 

. 



Rabbi Ge~$hon· nnda' 
3400 'l'b~ P\l.seo 
sansas Cit, 9, ~o. 

JUne 25, 1956 
'l'ammuz ~6. 5'716 

- Dear Fl'1elld I1UId Colleague. 

I am grnteful tor 70ur bospitable letter and your 
srac10us Invitation to lerve you and your oongre-
.GaUon dur1ng tbe coming nlgb Holy Day.. .. 

I look torwlll'd w1tb g1'eat GltJl9otnna, to t.be pri\'l1e~ 
of being witb '9'OU and yoar. charming wUe, wbo • sold 
me ae t:!11oh ae tbe o\ber way around. 

~Dk you tor yOur clearond con~tee presentat.lon 
of the Il11'ormaUon on the "r.,109B, I 8111 welcome 
an outline of tbe servl~s beforebDnd in order tbat. 
t might aoquaint m¥self wltb your nuesacb". 

The only 6e~10us question ! beve ooncernlng tbe 
83'l'll1>8"m.ents 1s t.hat -of' prodding for tbe travel 
of m¥ . "ite. Sbe 111 on the faoult7 of Queens College 
(e. oUnioal Psyobolog1et.) 1n !lew York, BIle canno\ 
posoibly stay OYer .1th me -duriog the As.eret. Yemel 

·Telluvab. She wl11 QndoUbtGdly need to atTlve Erev 
Rosh Hashonab and leave ltmiledlately lifter t.he "oond 

.da1_ It .oulcl not make sense for bel' to aome 1n &geln . 
for the Yom Klp~ observances. . 

I intend t.o arrive eitber on . Monda), ·Sept. · 3, or the . 
follow1ng r.lorn~ng "b,lob Ibellevo .ill allow suff'to_ 
tent time far aooulturatlon~. Unle.s, of .oourse. you 
fe81 · X need mo~e tlmeln advance planning on. tbe 
scsne. I suggest. the Sept.. 3 date beoause mr being . 
wlth you and away from the office for almost two 
neke . !!18.kes necesaav, tn7 being olose to office 

. mat.ters do,"n t.(> t.he last. mome~ prior to mr 
departure. aut plea~e let. ne bave· your thlnk1OS · 
on these eugges\ed datos for, if DSceasart. ! w111 
.r.1ake Ifbo.t.ever acoomt;ldattons I>J'Il .oalled for_ 
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Thl). fee of ~l,650. 00 is agreeable, altoepL ' thllt. I would be 
grat.eful 11 provision oouldbe made for ~he travel .expenaes 

· InC1.IrI'ed for my 'IIlte, Uelga, tor her- one-voyage out and baok 
· for Rosh !lashOnah. I rr.ake t.hle reque"t only becauo8 being 
· 11' benedlct. of one year til the expenslve proOliS. of eetabl1shl"'8 
· a homeet.eadprssses t.hie mat.ter- of akernabD bome with "lng~lar 

polgna.noy. !>ut I 1el).ve tbls far the Judgrnentand final 
dlsP081t1oll of yourcelt and y()Ul' Board. . 

I sbould like very muoh to take advantage of · ;'DUr . klod offel' 
to a~l1nse for a meeting IIlth the Rabbinioal As.oolatiol1 in 
YOUl' area dUi'll>« tbe eoUl'se of my v18lt" I should l1ke to . 
get. aoross t.he conoept. ot. t.be Synagop councll, ft.e pro!!>'_, 
SIld its OUl'l'e1lt. n"-tlon"~de "Bilek t.o the SYnPgOglle D 

rnov81nl'nt . 
\0 t.hem. aod in. fourn, be""f!t by t.helr %"8aot.lon, to tbls. 

But, undo~tedlYJ we will bave ooaaslon to discuss tble 
Ilt grant.er lengtn eurlnr; tbe s=r. . . 

III aocordance with your rcquast. X am enclos1ng a blogrnphlcal 
sketch of myslllt and a pbot.ogMlph. I will ot oourse send . 
you my e9rroon topios o.s eo.r1:\, as poasible. . 

.. Again, wltb J:lfln)' thank. for :your t.boughtful invit.ation and 
.. wlt.b personal good wlshes t.o you nnd Mrs. IIB.dliS for a 

wondertul 8U11!ln<1rl 

FUT,ed 
~no .. 

, 
Cordl£.lly youzos, 

p.abbi r:.al"C n.Tar,enbaum 
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CONGl..ECAT ION 

June 15, ' 1956 
Tammuz 6 , 5716 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

'. GERSlioN HADA S 
H 9G TKE ~ASEO 

. KANSAS CITY 9, Mo . 

83 _ 06 _ Vietor'Avenue 
Elmhurst L.I~ .. 73 , New York 

Dear Colleague. 

It was good to tiJ'k with you and "to know 'that " yoU will be 'with us 
for the "'Holydavs. ·It is not easy to sell my' wife ' aDYthirig ... 'except· 
perhaps arid athactive ' garment ... bUt you certainly did an extra
ord'inary . job ia :,elliflJl: routsei! to .he~ ~ 

We conduct several serVices coneurrent1y 'on Rosh Hashona.l:i "and YoiD: 
Kippur. I offieb,te iii the' Main 'Sanctuary (i300 seats) and I shall 
want 'you t 'o officiate lit tiie Assembly Service"Cl200 seats) ; this ' 
latter service: is "for adults "(Dot. yoiitlil Who cannot t'e .aecoatOdated 
in" the Ma"iD" Auditorium. Ther~ are other services for youth groups 
and the like • . 

. ,' . - . 

Th-ere is -.. 'Caritor assigned for the Assembly "Service wi. ~h pet-hip s" a 
small" choir and also a Bal " """ and Bal. ' • You will 
find the' schedule on the ca-r"'d"'-.-n-cl'-o-sed herewith and" also ,the preach_ 
ing schedule. " 

You " wi 11 note that 00' "the ' Eve " Of "the "iriC1 ' day of Rosh - Ha"stionah~ " be
cause of "smaller attendance, " the assembly and the regular" ~er'Y1ces " 
are eomb1ned arid held in the "Main AUditori~. One of the youth cong_ 
gregations is also invited to this service. . . . 

I" have been authoi'ized. to "allow "U,6S0 . 00 for - your "services whidi " 
a.mount is "to include &11 expenSes. " yOu should 6e he"re a eO:uple ""of ' d,,$ befOre "R.,osb "Hashonah and you will be able to leave immediately 
after :o~ Kippur. 

Bvery "worshipper is fumishea a Maehzor. " 3. "Tal.lis 'and "a YarmUlk&~ 
()Jr "auditorium's "are equipped -wi-th. lOud' 'speiUCers -and. are "al r-<;on
ditioned; We "shall do what we "" w "::to "make yOUr stay pleasant" ~ 
Please send me " yoUr note ' Of ,approva.l " of the arrangements together - . - -
with 'biographic 'da.ta, a photogra~~ and when you can get to it, topics 
"for " yo:ur se~ns. 

Looking forward to your being with us and. with every good wish, I am 

Rabbi 

r.u./l.TD Ih .... 1 
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.. - BALTIMOAE t5. Mo. 

BETH EI.. CONGREGATION 
H'~ TeN .. DOIUTHA H ,u , ....... 

IiICS 'OCHC;t. 
3601 ROSEO A LE ROA D 

,",,0 __ 4-7B3" MOHAWK 4·3'70~ 

August 14, 1956 

Rabbi Mare H. TaDeshalllll 
110 w. 42ndstreet 
New. York 36, 11.1. 

Dear 1Iarc. 

I ha .... DOW C<IIIIPleted the first three chapters of tbe rev1sion 
of tbe "!Iisto..,. of Jowieh HlUosq>hJ." Tho resul.t gave ... 
great satisfaction. _ I am gratefUl. to _:rou. for :rour helpfUl. 
suggest:!.-ons. Nov, I tee1 certain that tbe manuscript can be 
re~ for proof reading during the spring or ear17 ....... r. 

I expect to be in !lew Iork. ·mi liednesdq, August 22nd, at ·wbich 
time I shall bo very buB;y iii -tho foreaoon 8D:I afternoon. I 
would . like to .... t with 70U ._time in the .ar17 evening 
regarding this and other projects. 

ilith best wishe., I am 

Sincere177°urB , 

.:. ' 
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BENEDICTION - TC; BNA~BRITH, Carmel, Aprll ' 2 55 ' 

FATHER OF ALL MANKIND 'IN ,lillSE ,ONENESS WE FIND OUR UNITY AS ' BROTHERS & ,SISTER2 
. . S()tI~ er CtJoIc.;..,JfnJ-r .... f';Y,.;AI 6'lt.-i'f/t-, :7 

ON THIS DAY OF TERCENTENARY OBSERVc NCE WE LIFT OUR HEARTS IN PRAISE , 
, " " ~ 

& GRATITUDE ,AS \:IE REmJllER THWT 300 YEARS AGe PROVI DENCE DID GU'IDE A 
, ~ , 

SMALL BAND OF ISRAEL'S CHILDREN ' ~O THESE SillRES. FLEEI ),G ,FROIoI BIGOTRY ,& 

PERSECUTION, THEY SOUGHT A HOlllE FOR TiiEl~BELVE5 AND Ti1!-.J.R FAJ41LIES AND 
, , MILLENIAL 

THE FREEDOl~ TO WORSHIF j[l!K IN THE/1IIII{m!X1I! ,TRADITION OF THEIR FOREBEARS. 
, , ' 

HERE THEY r'OUND A LA NO ;fHI CH BECAME A STRONGHOLD OF FREEDOM FOR THEl4 _~ND 

FOR MILLIONS OF YOUR CHILDREN OF ALL FAITHS. \. 

---W"E T H~NK YOU FOR HAVING ' SUSTAlNED US TO THIS DiY AND FOR HAVING LED 

US TO THIS OUR BELOVED LA ND OF AMERICA;~ _WE THANK YOU FOR 
, ' , f-~'--c-" r.,.. IN'PloI''''i!i, d HI'R.,6117'\ .,. ' at' ~]"Ff"-> 
1XKX FREEDOMS OF HOME ~ND OF ALTAR &BD Or SCHOOL; ,FOR THE -GLORIOUS 

TRADITION OF,~ NATtON ESTABLISHED & RULED BY, ITS PEOPLE; FOR ITS PATRIOT , 

SOULS, HEROES OF !!ESPIRIT, LOYAL TO YOUR LIVING WORD WHO OFFERED FULL MEASURE 
- i. ,\ ft,til",J'7ltr,vt:'D . . 

OF SELFLESS DEVOT ION TH, T LIBERTY MIGHT BE PiiOCLAfm:D THROUGHT, T HE LAND 

TO ALL THE INHAaITAi'lrS T nEREOF. 
RE-GAI:J... . - -- . 

--AS \:IE/KIlIiK"''- THESE BLESSINGS, ' WE ASK YOUR HELP TO PROVE OURSELVES 

\:IORTHYO(;F THEM. AS WE WNJOY THE REWARDS EARl,EO BY THE LABORS OF OUR 

GREAT SOULED AND FAR SIGHTED FATHERS, ~!AY ,WE UNDERSTAND TJ:!AT THF: TltIIKS 

THEY SO NOBLY ADVANC,ED ARE NEVER F INISHED; THAT LIBERTY & JUSTICE,_ 

BROTHERHOOD AND ~EACE ARE NO T POSSESSIONS OR ACCO~~D FACTS BUT EVER 

~AtS TO BE REACHED, A CEAr.ELESS PROCESS DEMA i-:DING T BEST ENERGIES , 

Jt DEVOUTEST ZE~L. 0 y :)l c,L- '1[JW1 cq ~\ ",,~, 1/1" -1i..v~" --tv---c..'1 (~ . . V, f~C~ 

__ GRA NT THAT THE WORlJS WXlCUTTERED IN" THIS HOUa OF ASSEMB 

T~ HOPEFUL IDEALISM OF OUR FATHE~(WH6 ' HELPE~-F6UND THI S 
1> (~p--U{vk~ REs~u-r ' 

IN - UNITED WISDOM AND IN SJ-'JlRED FAITH WE-14AY GO FORTH TO 
, ~ 

THIS NATION ONE PEOPLE, OF HUMANITY ONE FELLQ'ISHIP. 

Y MAY ECHO 

LA KD, AND THAT 

XDW! MAKE OF 
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Rabbi "1!e.:-c Tana!l.ce.u"!II 
4"012" -HIlton 
BaLtimore, Maryland 

April 30, 1953 

Dear Colleague; 

The CCAR Committee on the Unaffiliated is attempting to gather hitherto un
available data. on the ~onversion of non-Jews to Judaiso. It" asks that you answer 

"the following brief questionnaire and return .it pr omptly "in the enclosed reply
envelope. In order to attain the wide~t pos5ible participation in this fact-finding 
effort .. the rrembership list of the Rabbinical Assembly of AI.-nerica has beel! ma.de 
a'7ailable to us and we are s~mding this questionnaire to a "ll membe:-s of both the 
CCAR and the aA} •• 

1. •• lIow many 
e."' • 
b' • 
c ' • 

converts have you received in: 
The past year? }ten H!)l"..en 
The past fhre yee.rs'?E.Ten --WOr::.en;",:-_ 
your entire ministry of years? lien Women 

b. Are the above figures based on (please check one) actual records or 
indirect evidence or pure estimate ? 

2. What advance preparation do you require of a con'/ert? Please specify nature of 
preparation and tine l~its. if any. 

3. What percentage of your conversions would you estimate have been motivated by 
marriage to 8. Jew or Jewess? __ % 

4. What percentage of those whom yO'.J. have converted would you estima.tes 
a. Ha.va joined a synago,lle? % 
b. Are rearing their childrenas Jews? __ % 

5. a.. How nany convert:;, received by yourself or other "rabbis. at'e currently 
meQbers of your present congregation? 

b. Evaluate briefly the extent of their participation in synagogal affairs. 

6. Wou l d you favar the establi shment by eact: rabbinic group of a central record 
bureau to which a copy of the record of each corrversion ..... ould be sent? 

7. If a fuller study of this subject" is untiertaken, would you be willing to assist 
by preparing detailed case-histories of those conversions about \'bich you have 
adequate knowledge? 

DAVID MAX EICHHORN, Chairman 
CeAR Committee on the unaffiliated 
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THE .JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA 

NORTHEAST CORNER, BROAOWAY ANO 122NO STREET 

N£'N YORK 27. N. Y. 

O ~"'C I OF T'oIE .<; ..... NCELL01O 

December 20, 1954 

Dea~ ,; '&~lleague : 
.i.¥her~ has been great activity at the Seminary since my last newsletter, 
,but ~1te most important facts are already known to you. However, ..... 9.s a 
membe:r of the Seminary family, you are entitled to a complete informal 
rep~rt about the revised ketubah or marriage contract. 

Like all great innovations of the 
a longstanding development of the 
emergency provided the stimulus . 
a rabbi concerned w1th dey-to-day 
student of theology and history. 

past in Jewish law, this represents 
tradition, even though a particular 
I welcome the proposal not on~ as ' 
problems of hUman beings, but as a 

In the . long life of Judaism there have been only three or four great 
development·~ in Jewish law. Each was st1nrillated by SI:l outstanding 
scholar and presUmably led to considerable discussion, but . after the 
passage of time each came. to be the accepted norm. The present 
takkanah (innovation) is another such development, devised by,. Professor 
Saul Lieberman, one of the most learned rabbinica~ scholars of our time; 
and embodies his own rare combination of practicality with true pie,ty 
and saintlines£! : 

The revision of the ketubah bas been accomplished without Violating 
either the letter or "the spirit of our ancient heritage, anq. 
dramaticalJ,y proves yet again its validity and vitality, illustrating 
the potentialities 'of Jewish la.w for useful. contemporary application 
and its recognition of the equality of men and women. 

The takkanah has to Jewish law the relationship borne to the 
Constitution _bY ' decis~ons of, the United States Supreme Court. These 
never amend -th:e Constitution, and, indeed, are powerless to do so. 
However, decisions of the Court .interpret the -'Constttat±-an', thus 
af'f'e·ctip.g the wol~ " n~ture of -:AJnerican 1,tfLe .. vrthout changing the 
basic l.aw· Qf the land. . Jewish law, .as a1}..1.ye force applicable tc? all 
human pro~le:ins in all places. and aU' t~. ~ '=, 1s also subject to this 
sort of development . . \ ~ 

::.:. . 

• 0 

D 
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In the United States, we Jews face an unprece~ented situation. As 
Americans we are obviously bound by the laws ·of the land, and as Jews 
commanded by our religion to obey those laws. Here a rabbinic co1.irt 
(Beth Din) has no sanctions and wants none -- that must be reserved 
for the civil courts. However, ,in America the Jewish community, for 
the first time on such a scale, lacks the cohesiveness and ensuing 
moral force possessed by a Jewish community in the small ghetto of 
another day. Accordingly, in our country there is need for instruments 
to protect those who would 'observe Jewish law, and thus to further its 
observance. In New York City, for instance, even a police force roughly 
equal to the rest of the popUlation would have difficulty in preserving 
order, if the public were lawless. Yet, even in a generally lawabiding 
city, there must be police and courts to control the lawbreaking 
minority. Similarly, in the observant Jewish community the great 
majority adhere to basic religious law with regard to marriage and the 
family; yet there are inf'ractions which cause great hardship, and such 
exceptions have been f'requent enough to warrant deliberate community 
action. This is the emergency mentioned before. It will be met 
through the p~an announced by the Faculty of the Seminary and the 
Rabbinical Assembly to_persuade even the most arbitrary to follow the 
steps always taken by decent members of the Jewish community, and thus 
will go far to preserve moral family life. 

As is well ,known, Talmudic law includes established rules and 
procedures for divorce, regardless of any action by civil authorities. 
This is necessary because Talmudic Judaism considers marriage a contract 
not only between husband and wife, but also between the pair and God; 
therefore to be dissolved only in accordance with prescriptions set 
down in His Torah. 

In Jewish law, divorc'e (except in certain unusual cases) may be granted 
only with the agreement of both parties. In practice, observant Jews 
arrange for a get (bill of divorcement) by a rabbinical court when suit 
for civil divorce is instituted, but the divorce proceedings (which 
include the actual handing of the ~t to the wife) are not completed 
until after a civil divorce has taken place. 
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In our day a young Jewish w1:f"e qften negl~ctB to' arrange for a · get, 
.e'ither because of emotional stress during the divorce proceedings or 
through ignor ance of Jewtah law . Should such a young .woman wis h to 
remarry, she will find that a Conservative or Orthodox rabbi would 
not offIciate at he-r lofe'dding, because according tc;> Jewish r.eligious 
law 'she' would still be married to het first husband. Should a young 
woman in this situation wish to marry a man from an observant Jewish 
family, her failure to obtain a _get would interfer.e with her 
opportunity to refashion her whoye-life and perhaps tqat of her 
chlldren as well. Understanding this situati on, uns'crnpulou:s 
individuals who have been divorced in the civil 'courts will sometimes 
resort to extortion and demand buge sums for agreement to a Jewiah 
re'ligious divorce . Unfortunately, such disgraceful action, by both 
men and women, ia not infr.equent~ 

T'o avoid abuse of Jewish re'ligious law - - whethe:r- motivated by malice 
o~ by greed -- the Facu~ty and the Rabbini cal AHsembTywill now require' 
a speC"ial premarital agreement by all those whoae marriages are 
s'o:lemnized by membe'rs of- the Asaemblyo At the time 91' marriage a 
c'ouple' must promis'e that should proceedings for ,civil -div:orce ever be 
instituted, either party may summon the other to the rabbinical court 
to' demand a get, and that the rabbinical court ml;ly -summon the other 
party (either before' or after the civil divorce has been granted) for 
the sake of effecting a reconciliation qr if that fails of arranging 
a get. Failure to agree _to a get, when civil proceedings for ,divorce 
are.under way or haVE;! been -completed, will subject t~ recalcitrant 
party to ali t he sO'cial pressures which can be exerted by the Beth 
Din, now being established by the Rabbinical Asaemblyand the Seminary. 
(The marriage contract even 'contemplates the possibiLity that the Beth 
Din: may be able to demaJ;l.d compensation for the inJur.ed party from the
recalc'itrant party. B'ut it is believed that moral suaaion: will suffic'e
and that resort to civil su it :ror such compensatton ,will not arise . ) 

Be-cause it is incongruoue- to di scuss pos'sibl e divOrce with a coupl e ~t 
the time of mar riage, tl:le' provis-ions in the _ketubah are formulated 
positively instead of negatively, stressing the obvious concern of t he 
rabbinical authorities fol" continuation of' the marriage, rather 'than 
its possible liissolution e However, the Beth Dtn doe'S not intend, and 
is' not intended, to be·come involved in any isBUe's between husband and 
wife, except those here de-scribed. 
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The t~anah was adopted by the Rabbinical Assembly at its annual 
convention o~ 1953, with the proviso that every effort should be 
made during the following six months to obtain the cooperation of 
rabbis and Jewish scholars of all other groupse To our regret, 
despite all efforts this cooperation has been withheld because of 
institutional divisions rather than any objection to the takkanah 
itself . Accordingly I both the Faculty and the Rabbinical Assembly 
still hope that before long the Beth Din will represent ail 
American Jewry, and meanwhile have published the revised marriage 
contract and created the Beth Din. That so important a contribution 
to Torah should have originated in our country is cause for rejoicing. 
Let us pray that, having proved its value in our midst, t s takkanah 
by our group may stand a blessing and :f the ete eritage of 
our tradi tion. 

Louis Fi.ruo=""ein 



"Nor do I suggest that you Bay your
self in asking why we died: Some, YO'u 
remember, thought we died as a wam
ing to others, the first victims of a flame 
that was t.o consume other Taces, peoples 
and faiths. Perhaps we died that the 
State of Israel might be born. Perhaps w,e 
died to erase ~n your mind aIr ideas about 
differences among Jews. But see how 

"futile my words seem. Why should any of 
these demand a foundation of six . mil
lion corpses? You are thinking about 
wh.at you will lIay to your people whe~ 
you dedicate these mementos. I suggest 
that you go to them and ask them to 
'assume the worst. Say to them: suppose 
that they, the Jews. of Europe, died·' for 
naught? Suppose that the only thing their 
destruction can prove is the depravity to 
which man can sink? The unspeakable 
hate by which the heart can be con
sumed? The fiendishly indescribable cru
elty to which the human hand can give 
it&elf? What then? Will you deny life? 
Will you thus betray them, yourselves; 
and your children? Will you then be 
ready to say that there is no other mean
ing to human existence? 

Rekindling the Spark 

"Or will-' you not rath(!r see the uni
verse as the prophet Zachariah saw it"":" 
in which the forces of good and evil, 
of the Lord' and Satan, are pitted again~t 
each other, with Satan standing at the 
right . hand to accuse and the Creator 
answering: 'The Lord rebuke thee, 0 
Satan, yes, the Lord rebuke thee, for 'is 
this not_ a brand plucked out of the fire?' 

"Yes, here are our possessions, verily
'brands plucked from the flames. And- if 
they have the faintest glimmer, if these 
sparks yet live, let them w~nn us not to 
the tears but to the challenge, not to 
mourn but to build. 

"Let us build citadels -of faith without 
fear. Let us build bastions of knowledge 
without superstition. Let us join: hands 

with all who share our convictions-with 
inen of every faith ' and ' cOlor, to build, 
in spite of disappointment and' defeat, 
wherever possible,. for health and Secur
ity, for justice and truth and peace. Let 
u's bui ld, even as we prayed on Passover, 

.for the blessing of all' and the hurt of 
none; for the joy of all and the wOe of 
none; for the 'life of- 'all and the death 
of _ none. 

~'. 'What · shall we prove in building 
thus?' you ask. Let us. m~ke no mistake 
and let ~s n!>~ distort our ~iety. We will 
not prove that" they, the ' six millions, 
did not die in vain. For theirs was and 
ever will be a needless death. By our 
striving, ·we shall not prove that they 
did not die 'in vain, but that we ·are not 
,living in vain. Nor is ' it in our , hand! 
that their redemption lies. In their own 
pain, their tears, their blOOd, their· dying 
for the sanctification of God's naJJ:le, were 
they redeemed. What we must 'now re'
deem is ourselves. We _ must now redeem 
the world. We musr wrest inan from evil, 
from the sins of smugness, superfiCiality, 

, ignorance, fear and hate, from the 'sin of 
knowing how to spend untold fortunes 
for destruction and, by' companSon~ a 
pittance for life a-nd . the healing of li£e, 
and ·the u~derstanding of life. -

"What we can do, all that . there re
mains for u s to ,do, and 'in it lies the only 
hope ·of man, is for all to do their share 
for the fulfillment of the prophet's vision. 
As lo~g as God gives us strength, we 
must: live '-for the triumph not" of hate 
but of ' love, not of Satan 'but of ' G,od. 
Then shall we have the right to believe 
that the day will ' yet come . when ' all in
iquity will be removed from the land.' 
Then shall we be justified in hoping that 
the ageless dream will beckon us from 
ever diminishing distance, the dream of 
the hour when 'ye shall calLevery man his 
neighbor, under the vine. and under the 
fig: tree.' OJ · 
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"A Brand Plucked Out of the Fire" 
Thtl following is a l"rmOIl prtt1.chtld in Temple israel, Miami, Florida, 011 the 

occasion 0/ the dedicafion oJ <I Torah Plate Gnd Pointer reclaimed Irom the rIJuogtld 
synagogues 0/ Europ. and transmiUed through the S,nogogutl Council oj A merica. 

ONE morning a week or so 
ago, as I walked into the 

, Temple office, I noticed a package that 
had been sent to m e. From its cardboar& · 
exterior, I could not tell precisely who 
had sent it or what it was. But as I tore 
opell the binding and the tape, one 
glance brought with it a flood of recog
nition. There they lay, mute symbols of 
a long and sad chapter of history, a taT
nished Torah Plate and an equa lly un
glamorous Pointer. 

The Sacred Objects 
in Their New Home 

At long last, they had arrived, I mused. 
It had been weeks since the Synagogue 
Council of America had written, advising 
that it had fallen heir to a number of 
ceremonia l items wrested from the Nazi. 
destroyed synagogues of Europe. Would 
Temple Israel assume the guardianship 
over several of these sacred objects, sur· 
vivors of European J ewish spiritual treas
ures? I had answered that this congre
gation would be ready to assume that 
melancholy trustCf'_~hip. 

And here they were. Yet, I asked my· 
self, what were they, these cold and 
lifeless meta ls, these brassy things? For 
some reason, I could not touch them, 
as they protruded there, partly through 
tom newspaper wrappings. Instead, I 
lifted the box and walked with it slowly 
through the corridor and into the Tem
ple, all the while staring into the pecu· 
liar contents of the parcel. 

In the heavy stillness of this room, 
every detail seemed to charge me with 
another current of grievous recollection. 
Suddenly it was not the metal that lay 
there gaping a t me, but an image of the 
six' millions of our people whose death 
had made us heir to these. As I lifted 
the Pla te and as its cha in danged and 
rattled, it did not seem to require too 
much imagination to hear rattling instead, 
the chains that bound our brethren, the 
elosing of furnacc doors, the slamming of 
box cars, packed with human cargo, and 
the starkly painted Shield of David upon 
their walls-destination death. 

And tha t Pointer, I reflected, why does 
it lie just so, its finger toward me? What 
is this outstretched hand trying to say in 
its frozen gesture? Is it the finger of 
rebuke, of admonition, or of some sta rt_ 
ling summons it would have us meet? 
Or is it merely the fi nger of those whose 
property it once had been? 

Too late for Tears 

They whose property these once had 
heen? Who were they that, in some dis· 
tant land, beheld, touched and revered 
these selfsame holy vCS.'iels? Whose were 
the eyes that gazed into an ark and 
lingered. there upon the shining decora· 
tions? Whose the lives touched by these 
millenial symbols of our faith? Whose the 
lips that moved like ours in adoration 
of the ever living God? And while I 
knew that to ask these questions is not 
again to shed tcan-it is too late for 

tears-I also knew that it w.as to be for 
w ' a time for sorrowful reminiscence. 
Sorrow- how feeble the word-for the 
nameless dead. Sorrow for a world in 
which the dead had met such death. Sor
row for mankind whom dea th has taught 
seemingly little, save perhaps to kill 'with 
greater fury and to die with lesser pity. 

" I think I unders tand your feclings," 
I heard someone say, " If it will comfort 
you, let me intrude upon your medita· 
tions." Now I pride myself on my sup
port of reason. Yet then, in the lateness 
of the afternoon, perhaps because I had 
made myself susceptible to such voices, 
I heard them. "Picture me," the voice 
continued to say, "as the rabbi; an aging 
man, in my community. The synagogue, 
you understand, was my second home, 
if riot my 6rst. Daily I looked upon such 
objects .as you have now inherited. AI:' 
ways-but especially, of course, for the 
Sabbath and festivals ......... they shone in 
splendid lustrc. Who knows, across thc 
chasms of years and worlds, my memory 
fails me, perhaps it was these very one5 
you now hold in your hands. So I held 
them and that was my fatal sin. For this 
apparently was I torn from my dear ones, 
for this led into a realm of pain, for thj~ 
my life was ' more than they could bear 
and, a t the last, more than I could bear." 

"Yes, I think that was the very pointer," 
another voice broke in, in younger, boy
ish pitch. " I remember holding it at my. 
Bar Mitzvah, when I stood before the 
Torah. I trembled then, before my teach
er, before my parents, and my older 
brothers, before the awesome, expectant 
congregation. I trembled then as I be
gan, with parched throat to speak, Borchu 
es Adonoy H amlJoroch . ... I recall how 
tightly I held . the pointer, my hand wet 
with perspiration, reading from the scroll 
as my father had done and his before 
him and so on through the ages. Yes, I 
trembled then. But what was I to know 
of trembling? What did I know then of 

fear? .That was my next lesson, after my 
Bar Mitzvah lesson had come to an end. 
The fear of seei~g one's father and 
mother beaten before his eyes, the fear 
of seeing one's brothers taken away, the 
fear of miraculous hiding and bitter lone:' 
lincss and flight and escape. Even now, 
as I am building my new life in.IsracJ, I 
remember that fear and grow faint." 

"I am not sure about that T orah Plate, 
but I think I recognize it." This time 
it was a woman's voice. "Yes, I think I 
rccognize it; it was the one I saw when 
I stood on the altar by the side of my 
groom. Like many brides, I pretended 
to be casual, but my heart 'Vas pound
ing. In order to stand quietly, I fi xed my 
gaze on one of the Torahs and on the 
Plate upon it. As I stood by my belqved, 
whose eyes shone like the polished silver, 
I memorized every detail on it. We did 
not know then the fire had already be
come a connagration. We comforted our· 
selves wi th the . hope tha t we would be" 
spared. But when my beloved and I were 
led away, branded like cattle and separat
ed, we both knew, and told each o ther 
so with a look, that it was forever." 

A Saga That Can 
Never Be Told 

" Well," spoke the rabbi again, "you 
could continue to hear such voices for 
days and weeks on end. You could let 
your imaginings run wild and always be 
correct. For if your generation did naught 
but pen the saga of our martyrdom, you 
could not tcll the entire story. But why 
tell it and dull the mind which cannot 
absorb stich horror without end? " Does 
it really matter who saw, touched and 
admired these, which are now ' your pas· 
session? Perhaps it is better not to know. 
Then you will remember not just one or 
several of us, but a ll; the child, the man 
'and the woman; the saint and sinner. All 
of us deserve to be remembered. We. were 
a ll of us-the Jew of Europe. 
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covery of the spirit of our people. Each one of 
us should set aside a few bouN oc the Sabbath 
for Synagogue attendance. Each one of us 
'should encourage and exhort our fri ends to 
cultivate the habit of Sabbath attendance at the 
Synagogue. Each one of us should bring our 
family. neighbors and friends to the House of 
God, and rdwe to accept invitations to secular, 
social or recreadonal activities on the Sabbath. 
Thus shall we aU share: in the rebuiJding of the 
"fallen tabernacle of David," 

He.wever far we Jews may have wandered, 
the Synagogue" is the home that gathers us back 
to the fold . Whatever land we may have come 
from. we are welcome in "the tents of jacob 
and the dwelling places of Israel" It speala 
the language of the heart, of youth and of age, 
of ancient visions and of present hopes; it 
whispers "to him th3.t is far off aDd to him. tha.t 
is near, ~ce and healiog." 

The call of our age is to che rish this pal
ladium of Judaism. Who is there who would 
destroy it? What woman or man but would 
desi re to do his share in guarding and 
strengthe~ing that which has preserved out 
people in the past aDd that can nil! prove our 
worth, our dignity, our character, before God 
and man in t'he present and future ! 
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Synagogue Attendance 
and The Sabbath 

In response to many requests, and With a 
sense of d~p concero, the Synagogue Council 
of . America, representing the Orthodox, Con· 
servativc and Reform branches of Jewish life in 
this country, issues this ca.ll to all Jews. This 
call summons the Jew to a renewed dedication 
10 the Sal?batb and the Synagogue in order to 
strengthen .the sp,iritual roots of our people, to 
r~6ne and ennoble the Jewish home, and to up
lift our communal life by restoriog the sanctity 
and dignity of Jewish life. 

This is both a protest and warning directed 
to those who yield to the abandonment of our 
two greatest spiritual possessions. hallowed by 
age:loog observance--thc Synagogue and the 
Sabbath. 

The Synagogue is the mainstay of Judaism 
and Jewish communal life. To the individual · it 
bas been a refuge of comfort in times of sorrow, 
a haven of brotherliness in times of joy, and a 
center of inspiration and enlightenment at all 
times. To tbe community it is the place wbere 
Israel has found the moral purpose ·of life 
through communion with God. It is the soul 
of the body of Israel. It · has served as our 
central sanctuary, as a Jerusalem in we, 
throughout me millennia of our dispenion. In 
it the Jewish people ·have found oexp~ss.ioQ .of 
their highest r~ligious and poetic genius: It Iw 
been the religious, sodal, educational and 
p'hilanthropic agency of our people. It is the 
institution that can and must give American 
Jewry ennobled spiritual, intellectw.1 and moral 
tiber. . 

The Sabbath ·is one of the priceless contri- , 
buti9ns of the Jew to our civilization. It is the 
symbol of man's freedom from the slavery of 
Jabor, from the subjugation of Our minds and 
spirits to our material needs. Its uni9ue im· 
·po~ance in Jewish tradition is anested to by 
its inclu~ion in the Decalogue, the fundamental 
law of all religion, "Remember th~ Sabbath day 

to k~p it holy." No wooder that the Sabbath 
is conoected with our l.iberation from the bond· 
age of Egypt. Indeed. as Achad Hum tells u.s. 
"One can say without exaggeration that, more 
than Israel has kept tlJe Sabbath, the Sabbath 
has preserved Israel." 

The Sa.bbath Day is boly and it must be 
consccrated to the higher joys of life-to wor~ 
ship and srudy, spiritual recuperation and ,elf 
improvement. The Sabbath has beta a day of 
rest and spiritual refreshment, a day differenti
ated from other days by distinctive dress. meals, 
sp~ch and song and by avoidance of the daily 
cares and occup:ltions and aU that tends to 
secularize life and place it UpOD a common level. 
It has therefore been termed a day of "n'shomo 
yesero," of spirirwl invigoration. Careless or 
wilUul u~ of the Sabbath Day for shopping. or. 
for secular amusement iostead of its dediation _ 
to Synagogue attendance and social union of 
family and friends, bas -tended to debase : tht" 
life of some of our people in this country and 
to wea.ICeo the very fouoduion of their Jewish 
heritage. 

Attendance on the Sabbath a~ . the Syna
gogue becomes the means of comqlunion be
tween man and God a.n·d the method of main. 
taining the religious co~inunity of Istad. A 
Jew who rails to artend the Synagogue servicrs 
u Jeast weekly deprives himself of the ·chief 
source of inspiration, and contributes to the deo.· 
·famadon of the good name of his people. A 
Jewish family which does not cultivate the hab
it· 'of Synagogue attendance, denies its children 
much of their sense of fellowmip w.ith Israel, 
defrauds them of the ability to pray, and ex
poses the Jew to the contempt of his Christian 
neighbors. .. . I 

In addressing this appeal to the Jews of our 
country, we ask them to bear in mind that 
America is lugely. a church·minded country. 
Americans are ~onsciow of the religious roots 
of their democratic institutions, They foster 
and cherish numerous houses of worship. and 
view with ·suspicion any group which lives, with· 
out rei igious obser:vance and practices of war· 
ship. It is me foremost duty of ea~ Jew in 
America to work for the restoration and reo 
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"THE NATURE OF THE RELIGIOUS REVIV,l.L''' 

A . Paper Presented by David Rudavsky 
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. . . .' 

The Syriagoguo Council ,of Ainer~ca 

, March 24.25, 1957 
Columbia University, New lork City --- --------- ~ --- ... 

. . ; . 

THE FIl08IllM 

The rece,nt growth or considerable dimensions in synagogue affiliation, build

ing activity, relJ,gious school enrollment and congregational budgets, have en'. 

c~aged 5,ome obserVers to believe that there has come about an unanticipated, 

though no less wel.come, religious revival of substantial proportions ' among ,American, 

Jews, :i,n common with other Americans. Some wri te:rs have hailed this upsurge asa 

healthy return to the synagogue th~t augurs well far the advancement of Americail 

Jel:ti.sh life. Others 'on the contrary, regard ,it not as th~ result 0{ a gelILline 

religious enthUSiasm, but r~ther a~ only a sllallow quap,titative upswing or little 

spiritual significance. In fact one outstanding Jewish leader -characterizes this 

phenomenon not as a ·1I~lc . to the church (or synagogue) movement", but as one with 

the back towards the church, -but with 1;Jle front away from itn. In the latter event, 

the boom in synagogu.e 'construction; sometimes referred to a~ "an edifice complex" . 

and a reversion to the "stone agen in Judaismj_ is hardly more than a surface deep 

manifestation of outward splendor - the sort of enterpris~ envisaged in Hoseals 

verse. ItAnd when Israel has forgottefl his f-1aker, they built Ij)\'-> '~ 111-, uhich 

cynics translate Qot as "palaces" but as uTemples". 

If we are to ~tilize to the utmost whateve~ there is of positive good in this 

religious expansion, we rust attempt to W1derstand' its true ~tur.e and quality. 

According~, we must appraise the· situation· an the ba~s of facts and not mere 

appearances, for only th~n shall we be ~ble to ga~ge ~ts ~~erent potentialities. 



. '" 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

Perhaps a lOgical first step is to begin with a definition of the pivotal 

. term nre~gionll j but' the concept of ~eligion, particulUly in its application to 

Judaism, has so manY different meanings and nu~ces, as to make an attempt of this 

nature ~ossibly intricate and complex. Practically speaking also, telrJ ~viduals 

have a clear and crystallized theology; their religion is replete with beliefs, 

. sentiments and -emotions which would be ~ficult to probe. It is much si.npler to 

inquire ir,lto a person's OIltward behavior which is, of course, moti~ted by feelings 

and emotions. Such a procedure lends itself' well to the fqndamental outlook or 
Judais~ in whicll Professor Heschel explains, tI"le aJ1S\"er GOd's will in deeds •••• 

deeds to objectify faith, (and) definite forms to verity -belief". For Judaism is a 

way of li.te, rather than a creed, and the ' .J'I j l 9Y N . .J... ... } ~ or the performance or 

religious precepts occupies a paramount role. Accordin~lf, we ~ be able to assess 

the degree of religious revival largely by the extent of religious conduct. and we 

can utilize as criteria, rituals and observances ~outwhich there may be substan

tial agreement. These may well inc~ude attendance at worship, the keeping or the 

Sabbath and festivals, ethical practices, the pursuit of 10rah or Jewish studf as a 

pattern of Jewish living - and at least as far as orthodox and Conservative Jews are 

concerned, also adherence to the dietary ·laws. 

FACTS AND FIGURES 

To help ' us in our' analysis tole have on hant;l. a report on a study of the back

grounds, observances and opinions on congregational matters, of the leadership in 

Conservative synagogues. This survey made in 1953 by the United Synagogue in ·co

operation with the Bureau of Applied Social Research of Columbia University, was 

based on a natio~l sample consisting of 1787 responses from afficers and Board 

members of 1" congregations out of a total of 9100 individuals canvassed iil. 44.3 

congregations, The Bureau of Applied Research considered this return of slightly 

less than 20% of those ci~cularized from on4" 35% Qf the congregations invited to 

participate, l'both in' terms of the· number of questionnaires and the geograph~c 
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distribution of the returns, as adequate to provide an overall view of the synagogue 

leadership. u· 

r This le~dership is economically largely middle class, 26% .having an annual 

falitily income ranging from $6000 to ~,lO,OOO; 23% bet"een $lO-SlS,OOO. Their secular 

educational status appears to be very high; 20% possessing a post graduate degree; 

29% having graduated from college and, 18% having had some college work. Their 

Jewish training is~ however, ve.ry meager: 6% were without a:n;t Jeuish training; the 

same propor1oion attended a one-day-a_lreek school; 24% had a . tutor or attended a 

week-day afternoon school for less than four years, while the majority or 54% did 

so for 11 years or merel only 7'/. studied in an all-day school for at least a year. 

As for adolescent Jewish .schooling, 60% had none beyond Bar lli.tzvah; O!)ly 3S% 

claimed ~ formal Jewish study ~ter Bar Mitzvah. Almost the same proportion at

"tended an adult Jewish education course of more than five lectures within the past . . ' '. . 

two years. T~s, there is an ;i.mbalance between the Jewisb and. general. training of 

L the Conservati~ synagogue leadership, so c0lD:IJI.on among American Jelis today. 

Here is the outcome of this kind of Jewish training. The study reveals that 

Qf .the 5,1nago~ officers 'and Board members, 13% ~annot follow the H~brew ~t of 

the service; S1$ follow but understand very. little of it; a minority ~ 2S% under

stand "qUite a l.otll of the text, while only 8% understand all the Hebr8l-T text. Nor 

is it surprising to find ~t only 24% <of tm,s leadership reads books or magazines 

of Jewish interest IIqt¢.te regularl.y1t; 2l% . I~~ten but not regularly"; .50% occasion-

i "Il allyn, while S% "never" read them. 

~t US now gauge the attendance Ot ihe congregational leadership at the main 

worship service, held either on. Friday even;ing or ~bbath morning, ~d coiDpare it 

. with the attendaooe of the r~ and file, as reported in a 19S0 stud,y. 
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GENERAL MEl·IBERSHIP 

Never at tended 

once in a while 

Often 

Regular 

7% 

21% 

30% 

LEADERSHIP (OFFICERS AND BOARD) 

lIard4' · ever 

Occasional4' 

Often 

-4-

16% 

28% 

21% 

35% 

The 1950 study indicates that the attendance at the main service in 21% of the 

congregations responding was leas than 50; 36% had between 50-99; 22% between 

, .. 100-199; 11% between 200-299 and on4' 10:: above 300. OVer 50% of the worshippers 

in 56% of the congregations were women. 

As far as participation in the daily minyan is conc;erned, 20% I'never come" j _ 

42% come on Yahrzeit, Rosh Hodesh or special occasions; 22% l1occasionally", 9% 

."often but not regularly"; a meager S% come "quite regularl¥". 0nJ.y ~3% engage in 

daily services at home. These statistics justify the surveyors' conclusion that the 
. 

"synagogue leadership lead their congregation" in Dot attending services. 

vle find an indication of the basic religious drive felt by the Conservative 

synagoliue lsadership in the fact that as maq:r as 59% acknowledge ihat they do not 
• 

engage +n private prayer in addition to formal prayer, and only 37% do. 

rn the natter of . the observance of the dietary laws, it appears that 37:& or a 

little more than 1/,) of the officers and board memPers of Conservative synagogue 

have ~osher homes; 27% or over 1/t. have I~partially" kosher homes, that is. they mix 

dishes; w~le 36% admit that their' homes are not kosher. The ritual of lighting 

Sabbath candles is observed by 76%, and not observed by 22%. In 4l% of the fa.milies 

kiddush and grace afi;.er meals is reoited on the sabbath, not so in the majority or 

57% • . The.e figures are in all likelihood better than those tor the !Ile.llership at 

large, tor as the -popular Talmudic expression goes: IIIf a fl.aIil.e bursts forth among 

the cedars, the hyssop certainl:3 succwnbs.n 

under these capditions, it doesnot seem as if the Conservative s,ynagogue plays 

a vital spirit~l role in the Uves of it~ membership. They evidently are copcemed 

more with the synagogue expansion and social actiVl.-ties of the congregation than in 
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its religious phase • . They display little interest in Jewish knowledge _ and one can 

hardly be uplifted by ethical principles he does not know. or stirred by Prophetic 

ideals he has little acq~tance wi thJ ."and D)oteoVer 4~s not ~ great pains to 

learn more about. -

The Conser.vative movement constitutes the 'middle group in our Jeuish religious 

alignment. The Jewish background of Reform Jews and their observance and synagogue 

attend~ce are known to be even poorer than those of Conservati va Jews. . We can well 

assume that there is more ' piety among the Orthodox: Jews, especially the extreme e1e-

ments, but as we know from experience, it is not so too ~d.ely. Frequently, a syna_ 

gogue is Orthodox only because of the inclinstions of the rabbi, rather than that of 

the congregation. The following excerpt from a letter recently published in an 

Anglo-JEn-Jish periodical is a case in point. The congregations referred to are in a 

Mid...wes tern city. , 

llThere are two Orthodox synagogues. Men and women sit together in 
both. One recently started late Friday evening services. Cars 
are driven to -shul and their parking areas are filled even on the 

. High Holy Days. There sre no more SHOJ'IlE! SIIABBAT and observers 
ofKASHRUT among members of tile Orthodox synagogues than among , 
those or theCollBervative." . (Reconstructionist. Vol. 23. #2, p. 30) 

Religiolll! practice is increasingly left to the rabbi 10 orthodox and Conservative 

congregations; in Reform congregatiOlll! nO .appreciable degree of piety is expected 

even from the rabbi. 

SOCIOLOGICAL FACTORS 

A oonfiguration or sociqlogical factors, rath~r than spiritual, have produced 

the burgeoning movement towards synag~e affiliation. 

The post Wl!l' migration of the enlarged Jewish families from urban Jewish areas 

to the suburbs has taken on proportions as vast as the earlier mass Jrnd.sh immigra_ 

tion from abroad. In the suPurPs one cannot take his Jelri.,shness for granted as he 

has 10 the rnetropo11 tan Jewish neighborhood in 1<hicb he 11 ved; ncr can he lose bis 

identity in the o~owd. Moreover, parents are concerned with facilities for Jewish 

educat+on for t,Qeir you,.ng~r children and conge,u.al Jewish social surroundings for 

their older boys and girls. There is therefor~ po alternative but to join a 
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congregation. 

Religion, too, has become quite the conventional thing among what David 

Riesman describes as ,tPe " . .other directedll , middle class Jewish population, particu

larl:Y since the old anti-r:elj gious prolet.ari~ elements have all but disappeared 

from the Ameri~an. ,Jewish scene. This tendency may be attributed also to Marcus 

Hap.senls theory 0£' the tlth~d generation reac,tionu to the effect that though the 

sec;:ond generation, :the Qhildren of the immigrants rejected their families I ethnio 

and religious interests as foreign" their assimilated grandchildren of the same 

J..mmigrants, secure iz:'. their ~rican1sm, were r~ady to accepi; their grandparents' 

religious heritage, wi1;.hout the cultural component, i.e., the ethnic language and 

lore. Thu.:;IJ ~en. explains, that 1-lhat the SOIlS wished to forget, the ~andsons 

wished to remember. Aside from these factors there is a groping for sometJling to 

fill the void caused by the anxie~ and instability of the modern age; the teu of 

compunism and the hydrogen, bomb. The church on its part is a stable institution and 

anchorage, and the .l[Iworn ene~ of godless comnuni~m .. 

~t the kind ot religion thus engendered became a matter of joining and dues 

p~g and ~ocial location, rath~ than the product at. genuine religion conviction. 

The new rel;igiosity in America, Will Herberg points ·out in h~s ke~n and penetrating 

analysis ~ current religio~ trends, takes the form of a deplOrable psycholo~cal 

cult of t~e "p~ace ot mind" and "count yoor blessing varietyn. But true religion 

is far mo~ th~ an .anod;yne; its purpose " ~s taught by our Prophets and s$.g~s : is to 

challenge rather than merelY approve or acquiesce in contemporar.r social pract~ce8 

and valU~B. Biblical heroes like Abraham and JOb have ' dared to challenge God1s 

moral 3:Udgments. Why not manls? Judaism cannot reconcile itself to complacency, if 

it is to remain true to its Messianic ideals. 

IMPLICATIONS OF NEW RELIGIOSITI 

Judaism, Herberg further obse~ves has achieved an equal place with Protestant

ism and Catho~~sm as one o~ the religions of America. ~e.cause it "is basioally 

different, Judaism must follow its own pattern of .deV?lopment, tor it rri.ll not be 
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Judaism. if it emulates the Christian model. As has been aften pointed out, the term 

religion, in the Protestant sense, as a faith, is not an indigenous Hebrew concept 

and has no Hebraic equivalent. lhe term lldat" as 'used in medieval Hebrew literature 

connotes divine law, and IlEmunahll, meaning faith, r~ers only to that ' aspect ot 

Judaism dealing with tl:)e beliet in God. 

Unlike . Christianity, Judaism is bound up With a historic nationality--the 

Jewish pewle, It is IIIIlch more than a faith; is an organic term--it is Torah, in a 

broad sense, and includes language, literature, ideals, values and practices which 

. Jews have eVQlved, as a c;reative response to the challenge of the environment in 

which they. lived at various times, Judaism, moreover, unlike Protestantis~, is not 

a matter of pri~te or individual commitment; it is a cOlBIIWlity concept, ldth com.

munity values shared by all Jews. It is for this reason that our pr~yers are 

pluralistic: in form; and that a IIminyan" is required for public l'forshi.p. 

Because of these inherent characteristics of Judaism, i1e cannot accept a 

"normal" ~daism which does not fall in line with what we regard as "normative l1 

Judaism. A Judaism minus any of its basic' cOl1'q)onents is an a~teI1Llated and 

eviscerated kind, which is bound to deteriorate into a sect along the lines of 

"JeHs of the Hosaic Persuasipn". Such a sect can easily decline and disappear • . 

These ~e some Q.t the implications of the present religio\ls tendencies in American 

Jewish life. 

EFFECT ON JEWISH SCHOOL 

IMPACT ON JEt,ISH SCHOOL ORGANIZATION AND ENROLLMENT 

The same factor~ that operated in bringing about a peak in synagogue affilia-" 

tion, also had a pesi ti ve effect on Jeuish school enrollment, which" exceeded the 

rat~o or increase in Jewish child population. It W88 natural for the congregations 

to organize sch90ls along the dominant Protestant pattern, since it is the most " 

economical form ' of organization" for ~t p14ces the s,ynagogue, school and social 

activities at the institution ~er Qne roo~ ~ under th~ spp~rvision of one 
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executive, the rabbi~ . About 90% o! the 450,000 children in JelIish schools, attend 

them under synagogal auspices. " 

That the rise in s,ynagogue ident~ication does not reflect a genuine return to 

religion is indicated b.Y the fact that the upsurge in school r~gister was accorn- , 

panied by a gain from 50.5% in· 1948 to 52% in 1954 in . the prop~rtion of ohildren 

enrolled in the one-~-a-week . scho9~s • . The expanded enrollment is characterized by 

a tendency for lesser instruction. . In ~ther words, 52% or roughly 215,000 ohildren 

receive 70 hours of "instruction . per year, _ which as" , has 't:?een weU s~id may be suffi

cient for learning a catechism but not far a Jewish education. 

The enrollment in the conmru.nal Ta1nru.d Torah has been declining steadily tor 

the last few decades" and now represents less than 10% of the estimated 200,000 

pupils in ueekday afternoon schools. '!he weekly hours of study" in these 5ch0918 

still average from 6-8= 

The less int911Si7e cODgz'f!f:;p. t.i 'onal school, supplanted the more intensive Talmud. 

Torah. At present, slight~.y :'ali"l"e than 50% of thz" t-Jp.ekday ~ternoon sellool pupils 

attend Conservat.ive inf: t :i.t u,ti oDSj over "20% Orthot:!ox ,; 7% Reform and less than 2% . . 

inter-congregation~~ schoolse The ins~~ction in Orthodox congre~tio~al schools 

ranges from 5-7i hours per week, while the Conser.vative religious s~hools provide 

from u-6 hours and the Retormweek4aY schools even le5s~ 

PROBLEM OF TIME 

This writer haa pointed out elsetmere that With the approximately 200 hours 

per year of a child's time that is allotted to the Jewish sclleol for several child-

heod years, it is not poss~ble to score even an acceptable minimum of Hebraic 

achievement in the many areas ot instructiDl?- we include in our school .pro~~. How 

much Qan children actually cover even in an optillllUll period of five years of studY" 

in HebreN, grammar, conversation,. spelling, Pentateuch, F~mer Prophets, Literature, 

Hebrew CompOSition, Customs, Prayers" Jet-dsh Histo:rY, Je~sh Curre~ NeHs, Israel, 

Singing, the Jewish Co.mrnun1ty anQ. the like? We ~st ~1it~mpt to answer this question 

frankly and realisticallY. 



Our problem is complicated by the fact that the IIWllber of 't-reek13 classes have 

been reduced, and that as' a result, the inst:uction in a growing number or schools 

is concentrated in a longer, two hour late afternoon session far a child alread3' 

fatigued by a day in public sC,hool. Moreover, a Inullber or our three-day .. a-week 

schools hold their main session on the Sahbathl 'Hhen they combine a worship service 

with an instruction period--all in an effort to leave their pupils more time for 

recreation or oth~ competiJ:lg activities. This schedule no doubt contributes 

further to our reduced achie~rrient. 

We can no longer ~eave this problem in the grip of i~ctionJ but He must cop~ 

with it realistically an4 coura~eously. Either we determine to increase our hours 

and days at instruction or we l!llst trim our program of studies. If we cannot do 

the farmer, we must choose the latter course, We must then determine priorities in 

subject matter, and select the most essential content in line with the interest and. 

capacities of our children. Nor may lie delude ourselves i,tl the Qelief that we can 

succeed in giVing our children th~ basic essentials or a Jewish educati'on in the 

te\i years of their elementary JeWish schooling; we must rel¥ and insist on several 

years or continued study beyond the Bar Mitzvah. In sum, "e IIIIlst radicall¥ and 

imagiilatively overhaul OUr J~wish .S9hool cur.riculum ;l.n line with conditions that .we 

must aocept or at least cannot overcome. 

PlACE OF HEBREI, 

Hebrel1 is a secpnd but by no means a foreign lan~ge for the Jel-Jish child. 

In the Heb~c curriculum we inherited ,from the Heder Met~ in Eastern Europ4!t, 

Hebre't'l ~s an -end in itself; in the synagogue school curriculllln, it has been re

garded a~ l~ast as a tool for achieving a better master,y at original HeQrew sources. 

But experience has shown that our success in this area is uoef'ul.J¥. meager, due 

to the factor of pupil ·capacity and time. yet we cannot think or abandoning the 

teaching of Hebre~, far Hebrew is so vital -to Jewish ~e. · It is a window to the 

Jewish soul, a li,nk wi th o~ p¥t and present, and ~ impor~t line of comnwlica

tien with the burgeoning Jewish life l,.n Isr~el! ~srael will become culturally 
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, isolated if ,we -do not disseminate a knowledge of Hebrew among our ycu.tp. We must, 

therefore, ~~:t"e to the principle that all our childr~n be given an opportunity to 

~n s~ Hebrew, but, that ot .course does not me~ that regardless or interest or 

. language aptitude ,or inst~ctio~J we llI\lst insist on the same program tor a1~ Dr. 

Samuel Di~n has w~ll said: . ~Iwe cannot expose all tp.e childr~n in our scPools to a 

.uniform curriculum ~ the expectation that they will become Hebra~sts and classi_ 

cists, wh~n we lmow how many reach a point of no returnll • 

Tho~e of' ~ .,cbi~en who possess the skill' for acquiring a fair speaking 

lmowledge of Hebrew .should be given every possible encouragement to do so ... special 

attention on the ~.t of our best eachers, a supplementary reading and coaching pro

gram" scholarships for .a stay at ,s. Hebre~ educational camp and every other ,possible 

.aid to learn ~he languag~o We must select the pupils who s,Qcw linguistic promise as 

early in the~ Hebrew school careers as possible, and give them an intensive Hebraic 

program. These, .will .ultimately beoome the Hebraic leaven in ' our schools. lhe 

otJ?ers IIDJ.st also get some . Hebreli but in a m~~ed form. They might stud;y the 

vocabulary assoc~ated With the synagogue, or ceremonials or Isra~l - the Hebrew 

idiom:s and expressft-ons ·formerly used in Yiddish. Learni~ this kind of He:t'rew can 

also be mad. an enriching and meaningtlll experience. The precious hours spared frem 

teaching Hebrew conversolltion to those not qualified could, incidentally, be devote.d 

to other .$i~icant Jewish contento \<1bat is necess~ in this regard is a pioneer-

ing spiJ,'it and a determination ou the part at ,Jewish eduCators .to devise and .experi-

ment u:lth a course of stud3' .and text rnateria~· suitable for the less ~sticall¥ 

minded studentso 

A good means of increasing our Hebraic pot~ntial is for copgregations to 

establish Hebrew kinderg~.tens an4- njU"sery schools.o We now recognize that bi

lingualism is a source of persOnality enriolunent. With children in th!'ir early 

childhood years it ~ be possible to. utilize the experience of the elementar,y 

public an~ pri vats schools iIl: teaching ~~"1 ~ages. The eqrly childhood years ~ 

moreover, offers an UIDlsual opportwlity. for p~judicing the child Jewishly and tor 
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cultivating ~ositive Jewish attitudes. In this level of Jewish schooling, we suffer 

from a laok of qualified teachers to ·an even ~ea~r extent than in our elementar.f 

schools, and it behooves our teachers' trai~g institutions' to remedy the situation. 

RELIGIOUS ENPHASIS 

Despite t~e fact that the congr~gational school "represents the reli~ous co~ 

ponant in our sc~ools, it has as yet done little to provide for its effective teach

ing. The ,~~gious phase,-lt should be stressed, 1s inseparable from the other 

elerr~nts .in Judaism, for as the medieval nwstic put it: It~rael, its Torah and the . 

Holy One Blessed be He is one. II The religious current runs through every aspec t of 

Jewish life; it is its warp and woof. The teaching of reli~on ip our schools mu~t 

therefore emanat'e trom the other areas of the curricuill,n as a natural concomitant. 

As ~tJ the IU\Ltional synagogue educational bo4ies have engaged in little ex

perimentation in ~he teaching at the God-idea, e~cs ar related aspec~s of re

ligion • . ~Ie reali~e too, that the religious spirit cannot be inculCated by direct 

teaching; that. ~t must be caught rather ~ taught. 'We dQ .however, possess a rich 

treasure house of materials in Qoth our classic and even present day ~br.ew litera

ture which coU:J,d fiierve as a springboard far iIl8~CtiOP. in Jeuish spir:;itual and 

ethical values; yet we have done so ;tittle tot'll'ards org~zing· it f.or use in our 

schools. The aim of achievj;ng mechanical fluency in the reading of the prayers 

(llspeedreadingll) still supercedes th~ goal of inspiring chi~dren to pray, and the 

need for un4er.8tan~ng the p~ayers or their purpose ~s overlooked. Our Siddur is 

the depository of the woes and joys ol our people for centuriesj it ~s replete with 

Jewish ideals _ yet it is a closed book, even on their own level" to aU but a very 

terT. 1'1e have also do~ little tOt'll'ar~s making these prayers an integral part of 

Jewish home ill.e. 

Moreover, we have assumed that llhi.le adults require the atmosphere, dignity 

anq. inspiration of a magnificent synagogue far their worship~ young people can do 

with simple ~d. make~~t accommodation. HOW' many ~ our cQIlgregations have concen

trateq. suffiCiently on establiB~g youth synag~gues ~s the pivot Of the association 



or cur adolescents with the synagogue, · rather than merely teen-age lounges? It the 

numerical increase in our· congregations h..;ls a.n:! vital spiritual mean:i..ng, it lIIUst be 

translated in~o qualitative terms, along ~e lines indicated. 

BEYOND THE ELElt,ENTARY JEWISH SCHOOL 

The congregational schools graduate an even smal+er ratio than the rneager 

4-,% of the elementary school enrollment produced by the Talmld Torahs; moreover, 

the level of preparation of the synagogue school ~tudents is considerably lower, ;;LS 

~s. als~ t he proportion of·. those among them who · continue their Jewish studies. The 

net result of this situatiQn is that the congregational· school contributes a 

negligible nwrber-··to tea,chers' training or other higher institutions of Jewish 

learning. It follows also · that by and large, pupils of these schools ldll be 

equipped for their adult lives, with only juvenile notions of Ju.daism; for a proper 

/< grasp o£ Jel-n.sh co.ncepts and i.dea~. requ:Lres gre.ater maturity than that P9ssessed 

during childhood; and no Jeldsh education "ortlly of its nan:e can be acquired in the 

few pre_Bar H1.tzvah years .• 

~id.e . .i;rom a determination to build a system of secon.darY· Jel-ns.h education. 

the congregational schools should help to popularize the study of Hebrew in the 

publlQ high schools. There 1s a unique opportunity that congregations noti' have to 

.ind.lce their young people by means or scholarship ~d wQere necessary, to pursue 

courses ~ Jel-nsh culture and in Hebre-.;i' as part of their c9l1ege studies at institu-; 

tions offe~g substantial programs :i-n this field; among the~ Yeshivah University". 

Columbia, Harvard. Brandeis, New York University, Temple, Hisconsin and othe?:,s', It 

this should become a f~shion in congregational life. it will not be .long before the 

demand in these courses would climb; and offerings would be considerabl¥ expanded:. 

It would also add t.o the intensification of Jeldsh life on the campus and raise tlle 

J~<ishly intellectual tone ot our potential Jewish leadership. 

THE AIL DAY JE\1ISlI SCJlJOL 

About 15,000 pupile or. 8% of our total Jeldsh school enrolllnent nOl' attend 

Jewish day schoole which represent the brightest. spot on the American Jellish 
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educational scene. The unprecedented grdwth or this . ro~ of ~eldsh schooling may be 

credited t .o ·the group which formerly fostered the in~ensive He1?raic Talmu~ Torah, as : 

well as to the rEcent Orthodox influx to this country. 'lhese .feus p~er to pay the 

high cost of Yeshiva instruction rather than expose their children to the declining 

achievement of the supplementOl'J' ".ek day Je<Jish school, CJr to the double burden of 

attending a public school and an afternoon jewish school. There is, of course, much 

to be done by way of experimentation and critical evaluation of the Jeuish day 

school, if its ef'fecti veness is to be enhanced. 

It is high · time tbat not onJ,y orthodox but Conservative and even tbe Reform 

section in JefffY should establish J8\dsh day schools. It:is encOuraging to note 

that the United ~ogue !s QOW convening a spec~~l Qanference on this question. 

The intE;lrest or Conservative congregations in the Jewish day school might be directed 

toward the Jupior and,-Senior High School level, the new pattern follo\-1ed. by the 

Akiva Acadenw in Philadelphia. ~hi,* capi~liz~s on the v$able ~olescent years 

for Jet.Q.sh study and &na:bles ~ts student~ to spend their e~1ier year~ in the public 

schools. 

JEliISH HOMl-SCHOOL REIATIONSHIPS 

One ~ the points of strengtl1 of the congregational school is its closer bond 

with the families of its members; yet it has done so little to I'capture the home tl • 

'!hat intrepid p~oneer in American Jewish ~ducation, Dr. Samson Benderly tI fr
,} 

\laS llont to illustrate the importance of creating .a Jewish milieu in the home with 

tbe parable of the North Pole explorer ,mo had to have his dail,y bowl of hot broth -

and atter devising a way of cooking the broth in the sub .. zero North Pole temperature, 

found that the very first spoonful ~roze even befor~ he coul4 pring it to his mouth. 

Similarly J the in~truciion and experiences a ch:i.ld acquires in the Jeln.sh school are 

soon congealed because of the uns,ympa~et~c atmosphere outside. It is as if the 

Jewish school operates in a vacuum and ·is remote and detached, rather than a vital 

part or life.· 

Synagogue schools will e:j.ther find wa~s c4 bringing the hO!fl8 closer to tl1e 
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school, or their efforts will be largely wasted, Some may have to resort to a home 

guidance pro~am along the lines carried on experimental~ by several .Retorm. con

gregations some years . ago, which has proven to be emi?ently worthwhile, though 

costly. This program involved the empl~t of a full time tea~h8rJ who besides 

teaching on Sunday morning, met ~oups pr her pupi~ on weekday afternoons for 

"enrichment" sessions, trips ~oplaces :pf Jeuish interest or other informal activi-

ties. She ~lso made 1 t a . point to visit the bomes of her students for coaching or 

other purposes, ana wbile there, guided the parents in introducing Jetdsh cere

monials "and observances. in ~elr family Ufe. Jewish influences wer.8 thus literally 

brought home to the parel\ts who also began to regard their. children I s Jewish educa

tion with more .e~estness. If our wealthier parents who send their children to 

Sunday f;lchools l oould be induced to pay for thi~ kind of ~te~sion education, much 

could be achieved towards maJcl.ng their homes something of the sanctuary that the 

Jewish home had always been. 

CONcmEGATIONALIZATION OF JEWISH EDUCATION 

Traditioll411y, Je,,1isb education lJaS either "the responsibility of the parent or 

in the case of orphans or the indigent, that or the c~ty. In thi~ country, 

while the Jeldsh population was small, it was natural for the synagogue to take 

charge of all religiO\ls, social and philanthropio activities: overseas relief, 

charity and also the educatioll of th~ children. 'lhOQ.gh ;later, special:j.zed agenci.es 

took over ~h~ other services, the congregations continued to retain their schools in 

one form or another. 

Towards the beginning or the current century, a n)llllber of commmity scb~ols 

were established in tp.e larger Je~·ti.Sh nej,ghborhoods, while synagogues generalJJr con~ 

d,ucted schools in the more fashionable areas ~n which they were located. After 

1910, loca~ community educational agencies in New York and other cities attempted t~ 

coordinate and :i.nterrelate the cornnunity schools, which were intended to serve all 

classes and levels of Jew~ wi thout ~egard ~o ideolog~cal or social dis.tinction. 

After a relatively short period of floresc~~¥~, bOti~~r, the c~ty schools with 
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their higher Hebraic standards declined and were displaced by the congregational 

schools. The community educational agencies, acting on the principle or establish. 

ing a "unity in diversity", proceeded to formulate a program of service for the 

divergent group of synagogue schools, Tal.mu.d Torahs and liddish culturist schools 1-n 

the communit,y. It sought not " uniformity but a means and modicum or cooperation 

among the various independent schools and school types, 

In their approach to the co~egational sch90ls, the educational bureaus were 

co~roni::ed with seVeral problems, peculiar to the " congregatipnal school setting, 

These schools, in many in~~as, were treated as UBre adjuncts to the synagogues; 

they "ere subjected to the aims and standards of a single independent congregationsl 

unit with restricted resources in terms of budget, leadership or educational policy. 

In the main, too, they ~lere detached and isolated, stressing institut,ional loyaities 

an.d distinctiveness rather than a sense of syiupathy and fellm-rship tdth other 

ideolo~~al orient~tions in Jewish life. Such an attitude is bound to give our 

<;hildren a distorte4 view' or Jewish . life and defeat 0\11" goal of imbuing our pupils 

with a sense of be.long¥lg to Kelal Yisroel, the entj,re cOIllllWJlity of Israel. We see 

the smal.l be~nning of a new tre~ in this regard, in the tact that alread;y 2% of" 

our children are enrolled in inter-congregational schools of the same or different 

orientati.ons. Th~ so-called Sc;henectady Plan might also be mentioned as a practical 

means of' ··utilizing the best in the congregational and synagogue school set-up. 

The rela~onship of the local oommunity agencies to the denominational organi-

.atiens has also become a vexing problem. Recently,. Judge Simon Sobel-off indicated 

that the current f!o~ca~d religiOUS revival is ·associated l'Iith a "divisiveness" and 

denominationalism which are begiIUling to characterize the {Unerican Jeuish commnity 

more and mor,e ••••• and the bridges pi comrmmication betWeen Jel"d.sh grou.ps are being 

broken den-in. rle mst llave colllllWlication between the groups and a cross-fe;rtiliza

tion which re-sults from the meeting together of people of different views and ditfer

ent ideas." Actually, the va~ous alignments shotl;Ld assist rCLther than compete with 

each otherJ for there is ~o moh to be don~ by ~ach of them and they lTILlst therefore 
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learn to .supplement and conplement each other. Given the ~ood will, it should not 

be impossible' t o find a formula for effective co-existence and cooperation among 

these local and national agencies. 

These .are some of the ·problems aris;i,.ng from the movement tot1ards synagogue 

affiliation. This movement has not as yet been characterized by the "preparation of 

the hearts", ~o essential to a genuine religious awakening. Perhaps it is an the 

nda'tm of a religious revival". At this stage in our s;ynagogue educationaJ,. enter ... 

prise we ha~ on1¥ bigness, which 1'II15t not be confused with gooqness. Our task new 

is to embark on an effort to izrprove our work 1nternaily and to attain quality - to 

make of our schools a vital factor in our struggl~ to build a culturally creative 

and dynamic Jewry on American soil. Time is ~ out, and we must not delay 

this need or the hour. 
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THE I NTEGRATION OF THE JEW IN CONTEMPORARY AMERICA 

By Will Herberg 

Throughout the long history of the diaspora, the integration of 

the Jew into his environment has in major part been condit10ned by the 

forms and structures, by the necessities and pressures, of the larger 

society in l1hich he has found himself. The patterns of Jewish life, 

individual and corporate, that have emerged have always been closely 

related to the social and cUltural conf1gurations of the non~Jewish 

community . in l1hich they were embedded. So it was in post-exilic 

Babylonia, and again 'in the "Babylonia" of the Talmud; so it was in 

Alexandria and the Hellenistic world generally; 80 it >las in medieval 

Christendom and Islam; so 1. t was in the East European gh~tto corru:nun1 ty 

of yesterday; and so again it is in contemporary America. It is, of 

course, possible in each of these cases, and others that might be 

mentioned, to discover continuities and to tra~e the operatlqn of 

perennial nJewlsh" factors in a way trasscendlng the particularities 

of culture and history, but no understanding of Jel<ish life is possible 

in terms of such IIJewishu factors alone; the non-Je't'dsh environment 

has Blways exerted a significant, though often indirect and hard·:' .. to-:.. 
discern, influence upon the forms and structures of Jeu1.sh existence 

.and upon the interpretation of that existence lfhich itself becomes 

part of existence. 

All this is preeminently true of present-day America. · It is al

most self~eviden t that the forms and structures of Jewish 'existence in 

America today, and the specific ' kind of integration that is character

istic of American Jeury, are defined primarily by the compelling 
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exigencies or the American environment, which have fundamentally re

cast the conditions of Jewish community life almost within the span 

of a single generation. It is the purpose of this paper to call 

attention to 60me of the main features of the new form of Je'to,iah in

tegration in mldtwentieth century America J and to explor~ 80me of the 

more important implications for contemporary Jewish life. Nothing 

more than broad generalization in outline are intended, but it is 

hoped that these generalizations will be seen to bear Bome r~latlo~ 

to the concrete realities of Jewieh life and will help to illumine 

them for our understanding. 

I 

The basic fact that constitutes the context of contemporary Jewish 

integration is the transformation of America in the course of the past 

generation from a Protestant country into a three~reli~lon country. 

It is necessary to examine somewhat more closely. the nature of this 

transformation and its concomitant clrcu~s~ance8. 

Writing just about thirty years ago, Andre Siegfried described 

Protestantism as America l a "national religion 11 J and he t.,as largely 

right, despite ·the ban on religious establishment in the Constitution. 

Normally, to be born an American meant to be a Protestant; this ",as 

the religious identification that in the American mind quite naturally 

went along with being an American. Non-Protestants felt the force of 

this conviction almost as strongly as did the Protestants; the Ca.tholie 

and the Jew experienced their non-Protestant religion as a problem, 

perhaps eVen as an obstacle, to thel~ becoming full-fledged Am~rlcans; 

it "as the mark of their foreignness. (This \taS true despite the much 
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esteemed colonial. heritage of both Je\1s. and Catholics" amee it "Tas not 

the "old American!! elements in these tl'lO groups that influenced American 

attitudes, but the ile>Ter immigre.nt masses.) In the familiar Trgeltsehean 

sense, Protestantism cbnstitute9. America's nestablished church ll • 

Thi-s 1s no longer the case. Today, to be born an- Emerlean 1s no 

longer taken to mean that one is necessarily· a Protestant; Protestantism 

is no longer the obvious B.nd "natural" reJ:gious identifica.tion of the 

American. Today, the evidence seems to · indicate, America has become 

a three-religion country: the normal religious implication' of. being an 

American today is that one Is either a Protestant, a Catholic, of' a 

Jew. These three are felt, by and large, to be three alternative 

forms of being religious in the American way; they are thethr~e 

"religions of deljlocracy""'U, the "three great faiths!! of America. Today, 

unlike fifty years ago ', not only Protestants, but increasingly' Catholics 

and Jews as . 1-fel1 , feel themselves to be Americans ~ot apart from,. or 

in spite of, their religion, but in. and through it, because of it. 

If America today possesses a tlchurch ll in the 'Troel tschean sense ~ 

th~t is, a. form of religious belonging l .. rhlch 1s felt to be involved in 

onels belonging to the national community -.it 1s the tripartite 

. religious system 'of Protes-tant-Catholic-Jew. 

This transformation ·of America from a Protestant into a three

religion country has come about not as the result of any marked increase 

in Catholics or Je"s - the Protestant-Catholic ratio has remained 

pretty well the same for the past half century, and the proportion of 

Jews in the general population has probably been declining. It has 

come about as an accompaniment of the shift in the pattern of identifica

t10n in tl'lentieth century America.. U\fuen asked the simple question, 
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11fuat are you? ,I, uGordon y.T, Allport has noted, 1.lonly ten percent of 

four year aIds a~'8wer 1n ' terms of racial J ethnic, or religious member

ship, whereas ?S percent of nine year aIds do 'so'. ,1,1 "Race II ·1n America 
. I 

today means color, 1'1hite VB. non-l-,rhlte, and racial 8tlgmatlzatlo~ has. 

introduced an element of caste-like stratification into American life. 

For ~lhlte Americans, ethnlclty and religion have been the ~jor forms 
. . . 

of self-identification and social location in American society, and 

with the fading away of ethnic identifications that has been taking 

place 1n the course of the past four decades, since the cessation of 

large-scale immigration, religion has emerged as a major factor 1n 

establishing the "kind!! of American one Is. In effect, America has 

been transformed in little more than a single generation from a land 

of immigrants, where ethnic identification was normal and prevalent, 

even for the native-born children and grandchildren of immigrants, even 

for Americans · of lIold American ll stock (uYankees ll ), into a tripartite 

SOCiety. \1here idEmtification 1s increasingly in ter~$ of religious be

longing. The change in the meaning of the "Tord 111'ntermarr1a.ge II (among 

whites) - once it meant eth4ic intermarriage (IlAblel~s Irish Rosen)j 

today, almost eve rywhere, it means religious intermarriage ~ vividly 

reveals h~n'T the religious co~unity is replacing the ethnic group as a 

primary form of self~§1de·ntification an.d belonging in contemporary America. 

Thus has concrete historical reality given the lie to the best 

prophecies and prognostications of earlier generations. For ~·That has 

emerged in contemporary America is neither the IIcul~':1ral pluralism" 

nor the tlmeltlng potU of which lie once heard so mucn, and still hear on 

occasion something here and there. "Cultural pluralism" in the old 
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familiar sense - tha.t is, the perpetuation of ethnic-cultural dist1pct

iveness from generatlor:t to generation - uaS never a real 'possibility 

in America, "and has been completely refuted. 1>Y ,.,hat has happened 1n 

the course of the past three or four decades. But neither has the 

IImeltlng pot II theory been vindicated. Not one ve.st undifferentiated 

melting pot operates in present-day American life) but a much more 

complicated system of three IIpopule,tlon pools II J religiously defin~d -

the so-called tltrlple melting potU J Protestant, Catholic, and Je\'Tish. 

The three religious comm~ltieB referred to in this designation by 

no means constitute three distinct cultures, to be contrasted \,rith 

general American culture, as t"as the case with the older "e thnic group; 

they are at most variants of a common American culture merging amidst 

a complex interplay of regional, ethnic, Bocial, rellg1ous, "and in

tellectual factors. This is the reality of American life, a reality 

that "lould seem to be best expressed in the phrase nthree-religion 

countryll. 

Tlol0 '"lords of caution are necessary. In the first . place, all that 

I have said I .would claim to be true only by and ~arge. It seems to 

me to be most true of the TIe,,! suburban society that is burgeoning 'out 

all around us, least true of the rural are~"s of the country, and 

measurably true, sometimes more, sometimes less, of the older cities •. 

Other exceptions and qualifications could and should be m .. de; yet I 

feel the.t the suggestions I have v-entured are significantly true for 

Amerioa. as a '·1hole. The other pOint of caution is perhaps more ~~ 

portant. It "ould be a great error to believe that "!itl> the fading out 

of · the older ethnic identifications, ethnicity has ceased to play a 
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part in American social, cUltural and religious life. Ethnicity 

still remains a potent force, W-hich we cannot afford to overlook: but 

it sas been fused with religion, into a unique type of ethna:.religious 

structure very different from the combination of religion and ethnicity 

that ,<as characteristic of the immigrant, l-!hereas, for the ' immigrant, 

religion was regularly an aspect of hie ethnicity, I<aS indeed the re

ligious side of his ethnic cUlture, for the contemporary third genera

tion, ethnic symbols and traditions are taken up, redefined, and ex~ 

pressed through the religious community. For the immigrant, in other 

words, religion I'ras included in his ethnic identification: for his 

typically American grandson or granddaughter, on the other hand, the 

ethnic elementeof their her1.tage, l,mich they are beginning to view eo 

nostalgically, are included in thei,r religious identification, A 

basic,change, and one that has far~reaching implications for conte!"por

"ary American life, above all for contemporary American Jewish life. 

II 

It is in terms of thie reality that the American Jew must achieve 

his integration and work out his destiny in contemporary America. For 
, , 

the American Jew, the transformation of America into a three-religion 

country has meant a status and a security qUite without precedent in 

the millennia of diaspora history. It has meant that, on one level, 

at least, his Amer10anness and his Jewis~es8 have ceased to be in 

conflict ~ perhaps even to be in tension,. 

Contemporary American Jel<ry ,particularly the rising third genera':' 

tion, has shown an extraordinary facility for adapting iteelf to the 

newer rel1gio':'social style of American life,. In fact, the celebrated 
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three-generation pattern which Harcus Lee Hansen described in connec-

t10n ,>11th Scand1navian Lutherans· in the midwest two decades ago is 

perhaps nowhere so classically, and yet so uniquely, exemplified as 

among American Je"s of the East European immigration. The "return' 

of the Jewish third generation to its "heritage" defined in religious 

terms 1s abundantly eVidenced on almost every campus and 1n almost 

. every suburban community ,-,here Jel-fs are to be found. Practically 

,dbhout exception, American Jews of the third generation understand 

their Jewishness as religious belonging, in fact, as a variety of 

American religious belonging: to be a Jew means to "belong" to the 

Je,·,ish religion, just as being a Protestant means to belong to the 

Protestant rel.1gion, and be1nga Catholic means to belong to the 

Catholic religion. Among older segments of American Je,rry, 'earlier 

secUlar definitions of Jewiehness in so:..called IInational!! or Ilcultural II 

terms a:re still to be found, though decreaslngly J since even the older 

generations are beginning to feel the influence of third generation 

attitudes. For the third generation, which l11<e most of America today 

tends to see American diversity "in religious terms, these once 
secular 

familiar/def1nitions of Je;rishness are quite unacceptable, in fact 

·hardly intelligible. Their Je>tishness, or Judaism, is to them their 

lITay of' fl ttlng into the American trlpartl t~ Bcheme, their way of 

taking their place in Amerfca as Americans. 

So,. increasingly, is Protestantism for the American Protestant, 

and even Catholicism for the American Catholic. Yet in the case of 

the American Jet-1 there 1s a difference. a dl.fference that enters very 

significantly into the developing picture of contemporary Jewish 
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community life. ~lith other imm1grants, the emergence of the third 

generation has regularly meant the approaching dissolution of the 

ethnic group, Nhich the first generation formed and l'lith ilhich the 

second generation was perforce identified. True, the third generation, 

in search of a tlherltageU, is eager to retrieve - lIremember", in 

Marcus Hansen's brilliant phrase ~ what the second generaton was so 

often eager to II forget II and abandon. But practically all that the . " I 

third generation of Italians or Poles, for example, can, as Americans, 

!Irememberll 1s the religion of the grandfatherj ethniclty in any 9ther 

sense can hardlY come into consideration here, at least q.ireotly. 

And so the emergence of the third generation among Poles or Italians 

in America has regularly meant the disappearance of Ultal.ianness" or 

"Polishness", or rather its dissolution into the religious (that is, 

the Cathol1c) community. 1<Tith the Je>rs, hONever, it has been other-

1-,lse. The first ann .second generations of Jews in America repeated 

the common immigrant pattern: immigrant foreignness folloued by . an 

anxious effort to overcome that foreignness and become American. 

But the third generat ion of American Jews, instead· of somehO"t..r finally 

getting rid of theirJelflshness, as the Poles were getting rid of 

their PoliBhness, and the Italians ,",ere getting rid of tnelr Italian

ness, have actually begun to reassert their Jewish identification and 

to return to their Jewishness. For Je\,lishness has from the beginning. 

been an ambiguous term, 1,T1th religious as 1'lell as ethnic connotations. 

\'/hat the third generation Jew is doing to shiftine; his un0.erstanding 

of Jewishness from the ethnic to the religious, "'hioh makes it 

possible for him not only to retain but even to reinforce his Jewish 
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identity - something that his Italian or Polish counterpart could 

never do >11th his Italian or Polish identity, since that is ir':' 

retrievably ethnic. .In other ,,,,ords, among Jews no less than among 

ot!ier immigrants, the advancing dissolution of the old. ethnic group 

has been accompanied by the returning identifica~ion of the third 

generation ,"1th the religious community, but among the Jews alone 

this religious community bears the same name as the old ethnic group 

and 1s practically coterminous ,.",i th it. The young Jew for ,·Thom the 

old immigrant-ethnic group has lost all meaning, because he is, ad 

intends to remain, an American and not a foreigner, can nevertheless 

still think of himself as a Je,oJ" . because to him bei~g a JeT..1 now means 

identification ti ith the Je wish religious community. The dual meaning 

of Jewishness, reflecting the complex multidimensionality of Jev.Tish 

existence, has made the IIreturnU movement of the third generation 

into a so~rce of renewed strength and vig or for the American Jewish 

communi ty. 

All this defines the new form of the Jewish community that is 

emerging in the suburbs, in the smaller tOl.ms Hhr-re Je\1S are to be 

found, and increasingly eVen in the large cities. It is a community 

that understands its Jewishness primarily in religious terms, and 

sees itself as a third to the Proteetant and Catholic communities in 

the tripartite structure of the "three . great faiths". It is a 

community in toJhich etimic traditions aI1d ethnic reminiscences. playa 

recognized role as symbols of Uheritage", but in whllh these ethnic 

elements are embedded in a religious matrix, as a kind of lIenrichmentll 

of community life. It is a community that is both American and Je,dsh 
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in a very different ~ray from the way that was characteristic of 

American Jewry up to our time. 

The primarr fact about Je,<ish life in thiS country today is that 

for the first time since the ~ss ~mmigration of the nineteenth 

century began, the Jew is a ful~-fl~dged American, and occupies his 

place in American society a s such. To be a J e1.r 1'8 today one of the 

three recognized ways of being an American. The thoroughgoing ih

tegration of the Je1« into American society has been made pos'sible by 

this fact. 

This same fundamental fact may be seen in another and even 

broader per.spective. ' By and large, being a JeN in America today 

does pot stand in qJp081 tlon to one 18 being an American; on the 

contrary, being a Jew is precisely the way in ~rhlch the American Jet.of 

is an American, just as being a Protestant or being a Catholic is 

the way. his non-Je"ish neighbors and friends are Americans. This 

is something ne'H in the whole history of the diaspora. I do not 

think it is tGO much to say that American Je,'l'rY is nm-I achieving a 

form of integration radically different from anything that is to be 

found in the thousa nds of 'years of Jewish experience. We are only 

just beginning to catch some inkling of the full implications of the 

essentially new .conditions of Je"., ish life in contemporary America. 

I do not "ant to suggest that because the integration of the 

American Jew is that of an IlAmerican of the Jewish kinn ll - which 

seems to me a not inaccurate "lay of putting it - that conflict and 

tension between Jew and non-Je~ in our society are at an end. Anti

semitism runs deeper than any merely sociological analysis can 

penetrate, and even on the sociological leve~ t he new tripartite 
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structure of American society would seem to make almost as much for 

the exacerbation as for the alleviation of intergroup tensions, at 

least in this period.. 1..nti-Jewish manifestations are, for the moment 

at any rate, at a very low ebb, but Protestant-Catholic antagonism" 

seem to be growing sharper. One thing certainly can be Baid: group 

conflict in America 1s t!aking a new form in "Thich eVen those ~.mo 

are attacked or slandered are, nevertheless, impllci~ acknowledged 

to be Americans. The taint of foreignness has been largely ramved, 

and "fith it one of the most vicious sources of embitterment of group 

relations in this country. 

Nor 1s the new Americanness of the American Jew really cal~ed 

into question by his bond of interest ~Qth the state of Israel. 

Americans are of many and diverse origins, and they have often re

tained an attachment, large~y sentimental, to the lIold country", 

·with which American Je~~yls· relation to Palestine is rather incon

gruously assimilated. On the other side, this interest of American 

Je"TB in the State of Israel is not to be interpreted in classical 

Zionist terms.. American Jews, by and large, simply do not understemd 

what is meant when they are toln that they are in Gaiut; they feel 

at home in . America, anQ_ cannot env·isa.ge the possibility of any other 

home. No more than the tiniest proportion of American Je't1s evince 

the slightest intention of resettling in Palestine, aM this is 

today true of all generations alike. _The way American Jews understand 

their Jewishness, a "full Jewish lifGlI" to use the familiar phrase, 

is not only possible in America; it "\-lOuln seem eVen to require the 

American scheme of things, particularly American democracy, for its 
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achievement. With all his pro-Zionism - \'1hlch, let it be noted, is 

not exactly equivalent to Zionism - the American J 8\-T 1s most th.Dr

oughly American in his orientation, in his hopes and aspirations, and 

1n his understanding o:f his future. He" is America-centered at least 

as much as his Protestant or Catholic fellow-American. This is part· 

of the meaning of his neN pattern of integration. 

It \VQula take us too fe,r afield . to attempt to describe even 

briefly the new American Je\"ish community emerging under the sign of 

third-generation integration. It 1s increasingly middle class, in

creasingly suburban, ethnically and culturally more homogeneous than 

ever. In all this it is characteristically American. Am~rican too 

is the new role of the synagogue in American Jewish life. 

The new form of integration I have described, \'Thre the Je'!;" takes 

his place as an American side by sl<1e ,"lth Protestant and Catholic 

as an equal citizen of a three-religion country, means that no form 

of Je,,,ish activity or pattern of Je1t1ish life Can be really understood 

or approved unless it is someaow related to religion. Secular Jewish 

1nstitutions, so characteristic of the second generation, are rapidly 

declining; in the suburbs indeed, l~here the neN forms or integration 

appear most clearly, purely secular Jewish institutions are virtually 

unkn01.'ln. In the suburbs again, and in the smaller t01ms as well, 

the Synagogue is recognized by Jew and non-JPow alike as the center 

of Je l/1ish community life; and even 1n the big-city Jewish settlements, 

where the older forms and customs are most· deeply entrenched, the 

synagogue is coming to play a more important and central part in 

Je>lish life than it has played since the ee.rllest lmmigrant nays. 
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But, of course, it is a (llfferent synagogue. It is no longer a 

refuge for the recent immigrant from the bewildering strageness of 

the new world; it is the most American of American institutions. 

in fact J the inst1 tu tlonal vehicle of the American JeN's id"en.tifica

tion not merely as a Jew, but aleo as an American. 

The new religion-centredness and synagogue-centredness of 

contemporary Jewish life fo1lo"s from the ne .. forms of Jewish identi

fication and integration ue ha.ve described. This shift. still in 

its initial stages, 1s clearly of major significance. Perceptive 

observers of secularist, non-religious backgrounn have been among 

the first to note and document it. I ca~l attention to a very thought

ful article by· C. Bezalel Sherman, \'1hlch appeared five years ago in 

the f i rst issue of the quarterly journal Judaism. It is significantly 

ent1tlled nSeculariam in a Religious Framework n J and makes the point 

that und er the ne Tt' conditions of American life, ·even the secularist 

Je ,\,l who vrants to remain a Jet'l Can do 80 only by helping to build up 

and finding his place \'Tithin a religious community, for only as a 

rel:tglous community can American JeT/lry surVive. nIt 1s a fact, 11 

the article conclUdes, "that In.thout affiliation to a shul or a 

temple countless Jetiish individuals Nould remain without concrete 

identification loJith the JeloJish collectivity_ II This statement Nould 

have seemed utterly preposterous to the nmodern-minded l1 J8 \'1 of a 

generation or two ago; yet today it must appear a mere commonplace 

to the younger modern set in the suburbs, who joiQ synagogues and 

send their children to temple schools at a rate unprecedented in 

American JevTish h1story. So quickly do fashions in mo(lern1 ty change, 
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and so drastically have the conditions of Jewish life been tran~ 

formed in one generation. 

III 

The integration that American Je~'iry is now achieving under the 

i~fluence of a stabilized third generation is an integration of 

adjustment in terms of religious belonging in 1"hich Jews have com~ 

to constitute one of the "three great faiths" of the American '!,'Tay. 

Through this form of integration, which has only recently become 

available on a large scale and with a fair show of permanence, the 

American J8\"/ has ceased to be an "outsider" and has become a recog

niz~d part of America. The frictions, discriminations and dfifficulties 

of JeHish existence have by no means been eliminated, but they ere 

diminishing, ann lI.That is even more lmporte.nt, they are beginning to 

impress the American mind as unfa1r and unjust ifiable J since ,,",1 thin 

the limits of class stratification) the Jews are coming to be more 

and more lIour kind of people" I enti tlen to be treated like the 

Americans they are. It is hardly to be rt isputed that Amer:ican Jet-!s 

today are achieving an integration into American SOCiety more 

intimate, more genuinely free and equal, than ever before in Jewish 

history J and it is an integration that is being achiev,ed not at the 

expense, but rather thnugh the consolidation, of the Jewish 90mmunity. 

It is a situation that holds much promise for American JeHry. 

But it is a situation that is by no means unambiguous. The 

very character of the integration creates serious problema on various 

levels. I vrant to make t wo points in particular. 

1. The integration of the Jew into American society today is 
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integration through belonging to one of the three religious commun

iti e6 of the American >ray. But though religion is required as a 

. vehicle of identification and belonging, it is only too often a 

religion l'li thout conten t J ,\11 thout true personal' involvement, ''Ii thou~ 

faith or commitment. For purpos es of identification and bel·onging, 

a contentless rellg1.on, a religion of mere externals, can prove more 

useful than a religiori t'rith an inner content of faith, since per':" 

sonal faith may w'ell f~nd expressions that appear from an external 

institutional standpoint to be unsocial, individualistic, and dis-

. ttirbing. we are confronted today 1fTi th the strange paradox of more 

religiousness and leS6 religion: indeed, "Te are confronted with 

the possibility that 1<ith the rapid spread of religiousness a mong 

American Je~Ts in the form of religious identif"icat1on and sy~agogue 

membership, the very meaning of religion in its authentic sense may 

be lost for increasing numbers. There is great danger, as one 

Jewish leader recently put it, that our synagog ue cards may hio.e 

from us the ba sically secularistic character of our religion. This 

1s a danger that confronts Protestan t and Catholic in America as 

",ell as Je"", but the Je l'-' perhaps mo s t of all, since the need for 

religion as an instrument of identification and belonging. is today 

felt most ac~tely by the Jew. In every assessment of the religious 

Situation, and in every program of religious revival, the ambigul~y 

of contemporary American religiousness must be taken into account. 

2. The integration of the Jel< into American society today is 

an integration of thoroughgoing adjustment to the American Nay of 

Life. In one sense, this is all to the good, for on its o"m level 

the American Way of Life contains very much that is admirable for a 
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democratic mass society. But no matter "he", admirable. the social order, 

an adjustment that strives to be total and without reservation 'harbors 

a real danger for the historical vocation of the Jew~ and for his ' sense 

of Ilchosenness" in \1J'hlch this vocation is reflected. A Judaism that 

1s not permeated tol1th a sense of the Je\011 s distinptiveness and esseri

tial unadjustedness is both spurious and unviable. The authentic' Jew 

lives on two levels: as a responsible member of ' the historical commun-

ity of which he 1s part, and as a IIson of the covenant", a member of 

the transhistorical community of faith with «h'ich his destiny iii in

extricably l1nked. The authentic Jew is in this world" but never quite 

of it, never fully conformed or adjusted to the world in which he 

lives. He . preserves a sense of transcendenc'e and lives 1n a state 

of tension. It is out of this tension of unadjustedness that the 

dynamic of Jewish existence 1s engendered, for it is this tension that, 

humanly speaking, endO'lr'8 the Jell! with the ferment of spiritual 

creati vi ty and the power to fulfil his historical vocation of "givit:Jg 

the world no rest so long as the world ha.s not God" (Jacques Maritain). 

~ere 1s neal danger that out of too great an eagerness to be 'fully 

integrated into his environment, the American Jew may come to forfeit 

his essential unadjustedness as a Jew. It · is by n.C? means oertain hOl'l 

f~ the Jew can rid himself of this unadJustedness of hie, but' the very 

attempt may well prove disastrous to Jewish life. Here too the situa

tion is ambiguous and full of dangerous possibilities. 

These ambiguities and perils, real though they are, should not ob
scure the fact that the kind of integration .mich the Jew is achieving 
in present-day America holds out genuine opportunities for creative 
Jewish life along new and unexplored lines, The challenge to American 
Jewry is a great and fateful one; particularly fateful is the challenge 
to Jewish religious leadership, for the problem confronting American Jewry 
today is perhaps more than ever a religious problem demanding a re-
ligious answer. . . 

000 
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SPOKESMAN FOR THE COMMUNITY 
Both New York City and State look to the Board for l" ecruiting and endorsing Jewish 
chaplainS for service in Irlunicipal and state institutions. Goverrunent authorities 
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• SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
110 WEST .42nd STREET (SUITE 528) • NEW YORK 36, N. Y .• BRyant 9-2647-8 

IN LESS THAN ELEVEN WEEKS .. ..... 

The SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA REPRESENTED YOU IN THESE WAYS. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY: Leaders of Orthodox, Cons~rvative, and Reform rabpini.c 
and lay movements meet under Synagogue Council auspices to clarify "areas of 
agreement!! on major moral, social, and religious issu,:!s at all-day General 
Assembly on Monday, November 15. at Congregation n'nai Jeshurun', This parley 
climaxes week-end of religious Tercentenary observances, co-sPQnsored by New 
York Board of Rabbis, dedicated to theme, "The Synagogue Speaks". Citations to 
olde~t U. S. Jewish c ,ongregations at Carnegie Hall gathe ring highlight observances. 

HUMAN RELATIONS: Synagogue Council of Americ3. mee:ing with key officials 
of National Council of Ch!.1rches and National Catholic Welfare Conference on 
November 11, formulate pioneer tri-faith approach for implementing local 
community human relations projects. with special emphasis on integration 
problems of Negroes in South. 

"CHRISTIAN AM£NDMENTI1: U. S. Senate Resolution (SJR-87) introd'~ced by 
Sen. Flanders (Rep., Vermont) calling for amending U. S. Constitution lito 
recognize the authority and law of Jesus Christl! is defeated. thus precluding 
possible "second -class" citizenship for American Jewry, SCA and National 
Commi~nity Relations Advisory Council (NCRAC) announce September 10, following 
appearance of SCA and NCRAC spokesmen before Senate Judiciary Comm;.tte~ who 
v0iced Jewish opposition. 

HANUKAH-CHRISTMAS SEASO~: Joint Advisory Committee of SCA and NCRAC 
issue SCA's formal statement of principles 110pp.?sing religious and joint holiday 
·observances in the public schools"; circularize rabbis and community leaders 
offering guidance and assistance in handling this "de licate problem". 

RELIGION AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS: At close of three-day conferen::::e of 10J 

rabbis, community leaders, and community relations workers. Synagogue 
Council of America and NCRAC's Joint Advisory Committee fO'rmulate draft 
statement of principles lito be· used as guide to policy for all American J ewish 
organizations and communities" in handling local efforts to introduce st..ldy of 
"common core religion ,11 or "moral and spiritual va lu es," o r "objective teachings 
about religion" into public schools curricula. 

DANISH JEWISH REFUGEES: SeA Plenary meeting, October 27. votes 
unanimously to hold reception on November 30 to honor Dr. Aage Bertelsen. 
Danish schoolmaster who during Nazi occupation of Denmark, h~lped develop 
underground movement which saved 6.000 Jewish refugees from an.."lihilation. 



INTER-RELlGlONS: SCAts executive director, Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum. 
responding to National Gouncil of Churches invitation for SCA to serve as 
representative for American Jewish religious cornmanity vis-a-vis Protestant 
community, addr e sses NCC workshop pleqging cooperation in areas of common 
interest. 

SCOUT MOVEMENTS: SCAls Girl Scout Commission chairman, Rabbi Max 
Schenk, represents SCA at two-day Religious Policy Commission of Girl 
Scouts of America, November 4-5; SCA President Salit serves on Jewish 
Service Commission of Boy Scouts of America, both advise on religious 
programs for thousands of American Jewish boys and girls in scout movements. 

RELIGION IN AMERICAN LIFE: SCA meets with non-Jewish religious leaders 
in blueprinting nationwide movement to encourage attendance in synagogues and 
churches, under theme, I1He Restoreth YOur SOUPI. Dr. Salit serves as board 
vice -chair man. 

FEDERAL CHAPLAINS: seA plans conference a,round January 1955 of 25 SCA
sponsored Federal Prison chaplains to help improve religious services to 
Jewish inmates in correctional institutions, and their integration in home 
communities. 

STATEMENTS: Labor Day (Sept. 7) , Day of Prayer (Sept. 22), Rosh Hashonah 
and Yom Kippur (Sept. 28-29, Oct. 7), Newspaper Weekts Religion and Press 
Day (Oct. 3). Condemnation of Bingo for religious fund-raising (Nov. 8) issued 
by SCA bring organized American Judaism's views to Arnerican and Jewish 
public through press, radio, television and Voice of America. 

COMMUNITY SERVICES: Special American Jewish Tercentenary Service~ 
written by Rabbi Albert Goldstein for SCA used by 25,O()O Jewish cO:lgregants; 
Jewish Calendar distributed by SCA to unive rsities and scho·:>ls throughout 
America to help educators respect Jewis,h stud ents ' observance of holidays; 
Sabbath Attendance Chart used by Hebrew and Sunday schools sti.mulate wide-
3pread increase in childrenl s attendance at Sabbath service; 
Com:nission on Jewish Information advises communities and individuals on 
all non-halachic queries dealing with current J ewish practices; SCAls 
Social Action COITlmission prepares handbook on juvenile de1.inquency to aid 
rabbis and local comm;mities in combating rise of delinquency in Am.erica. 

UNlTED NATIONS: U. S. National Commission for UNESCO namp.s SCA, through 
its pr.esident Dr. Salit. to panel for "proper utilization of America's moral and 
spiritual resources" for improving relations with other nations. 

RADIO; SCAls Radio-TV Commi.ssion, helided by Rabbi Theodore Adams, 
prepares year-long M '.1.tual Network nationa l radio program, l1Synagogue Forum 
of the Air," produced by SCA executive director Tanenbaum. 

(The Synag?gue Council of America is the only central national Jewish agency 
which represents American Jewry as a religioOJ.s CO:'TlmlUlity.) 

" IF THE SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL. OLD NOT EXIST, WE WOULD HAVE TO CREATE IT ... " 
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the President 

the Rev; Dr. Abraham 1. Feldman 

TBE SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL " 
OF AMERICA 

.at Installation Ceremony on OctOber 12, 1955 

Communiry House, Congregation Emanu-El, New York City · 



Rabbi Abraham]. Feldman, Presidem of the Synagogue Council, (above, left) is 
shown ptcseming rhe lint annual Synagogue Council Cirarion ro Gov. RibieofI 
durins the installation of SeA officers. T~xl 'of cilation reads. 

"The Syntlgogfle COlnltil of Alilerictl tlward! ils First AII/lllal- Ciltl/ion 10 His 
E:<celleu,,! Abraham A. Ribir;oO, Govemor 0/ emmetlieul, tlI that America" j elv 
who, in 1955, gave a superb demO/l!lra/io" of the abiding mealiing/u/neJJ and 
dyntlmic validil')' 0/ the teachings of judd;,m alld Ihe Synagogue through rrdmltll · 
hlg hit 1011' 0/ God and hi! devO/Km to the preu(1t! 0/ our /dilh iii servillg the 
people of his sidle dnd , ... Iio" .'wilh dfl his heart,_ dnd soul, and might'." 

, ' 

W ith very deep ~umility I acc~pt the P resicleocy of the$~~ag~g~e 
Council of America. This office is -potentially the moSt exalted office in 
the American Synagogue and I confess that as I consider the Challenges 
which this office offers, J am nirolh -v'nifchod-grcady frightened. As I 
formally take.rhis office I voice the prayer of the leader of the service on 
Rosh Hashanah, "JUJtify -me, give me strt.mgth and the skill 10 ri!e to the 
demand! of the post ana to JIIcceed:, fo, Thou, my gf<lciom God, arl my 
It,ol1ghold." 

On and off' 1 have represented the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis in the Synagog~e Council of America for a quaner of a century. 
Repeatedly have 1" been impressed by the spirit of the men who have 
represented the.Ral;lbinical and non· Rabbinical Synagogue units and by 
the confidence of each in the integrity. of the other, by the respect and 
reverence demonstrated in the face of differences, by the fairness of all 
groups and by the growing desire of all for a scrong and effective' 
American Synagogue. I have been repeatedly stiffed by [he evidenced 
will for unity without uniformity, for cooperation without 90minance, 
for loyalry to our own respeCtive interpretation of Judaism with an equal 
reverence for the.loyalties of others to their interpretations. I have been 
repeatedly cheered by the. eager quest for and demonstration of [he 
shared elements of our common religiops heritage. 

I have often thought during these years of my participation in the 
deliberations of the Synagogue Council of America, that here something
of extraordinary value was coming into being. In the course of meeti ng 
tOgethcr,'pl:mning together, working together; in the course of the give 
and take of deliberations, a noble pattern for American religious Jewry . 
was developed. 

'Reverence for An Religious Approaches 

, 

Through these yeats my own attitude of reverence fot all religious 
approaches i~ . Ameri can ] ew.ry,has been strengthened by the mannerliness 
of disagreement and by the oft manifested will to find the common 
unifying factors of our religious devotion. In my own humble way I 
have-tried to' contribute to this effectuation. 

And so-I accept this great office with great humility, bu t also with 
happy anticipation because. of my continuing confidence in the good 
will of delegations which carryon the work of the Synagogue Council of 

.' 



i America, because of my continuing fa ith in the desire of all of us to 
aC,hieve the sought-for goal, and because of my own keen desire 10 con
[i fl llC to serve in thac dircnion. 

-Nearly thiny years ago the Synagogue Council of America was 
caJled into being by the Central Conference of American Rabbis. From 
the vcry beginning the Synagogue CounciL of America was nOt envisioned 
as an independent policy-making b,ody hut, primarily, as a coordi nating 
agency where all American religious Jewry, Rabbis and Congregations, 
Orthodox, Conservative and Reform, could meet as egoals, seeking only 

.,,' the strengthening of Synagogue life in our beloved coumry. It became 
obvious rhen, as it is even more obviolls today, rhat)n "the b[ess~d dc
ghettOizurion of Jewish life in America and in the democracy of American 
life in which all of us share, no one group could speak for the tOtal 
Synagogue. Then as now, diversity ex'isrs. That is a fact of histOry and no 
leaders of organi~d Orrhodox}', or organized Reform or organized Con
servative Judaism, [hen or now, can alter the fact of diversity. There are 
amongSt us profoundly-held differences in jmerpretation and definition. 
But, however we may disagree in our definitions and emphases, each 
group, consider ing the pattern of American life, is here to Stay and is here 
as of right. None can speak for the rotal. And since each h(IS an idemical 
goal and since all of us share in a common religious, .spirirual and cultural 
heritage, it is obvious that only through unity, through meeting together 
on the common ground which we have, could we create the possibility (If 
serving the total American Synagogue, and of having a 'body which could 
be truly repres~mative ~nd speak with the voice of the Synagogu~. 

Agreeing 10 Disagree in Mulual Respecl 

6 

As such a mccti ng paine for all the br~nchcs of the Synag08ue in 
America, has the Synagogue Council of America been organized. Ie is an 
unique organization. There is none other like it in the world, nor has 
there ever been one like it in Je?<ish histOry. Moteover, it is un iquely 
American since nowhere else could such an organization have been con· 
ceived or esrablished. And it.is uniquely Jewish in its recognition of the 
right to differ and yet recognizing thar in the common will to serve God 
and His people all of us are standing on sacred ground and are speaking 
and hearkening to the words of the liv ing God. A ilu ve'ailtt divrai Elohim 
ch!fJim. 

And since I quoted the Bas Ko/, the heavenly voice which recognized 
rhe dignity and sincerity of religious disagreement in Jewish life of yore, 
mar I not. refer also to that passage in the Talmud which joyously and 

~ppr?villgly reported that: "Althougb Beth Shamnial and Belh Hi{tel arc 
In dJJag1eement (on nlallY important question.( nf religious law), nne 
school forbidding fllhat the olher permitted, Beth Shammai did 1/ot, 
nevertbeleu, abs/aiu f'0m marryr/Ig women 01 the families of Beth H illel, 
~JOr did Beth Hille/1elraill from marryillg those of Beth Shammai. This 
IS to teach yOlt that they shotl!cd love (wd friendship toward! Mle 
'another, through putting into pmC/ice the Scripttlral illjmulio71 'Love ye 
Imlh alld peace' (Zechariah 8: 19; Yebmnoth Iii ) . 

Agreeing then to disagree and with deep respect and profound 
reverence, the Synagogue Council of America has been established as the 
~gency wher~ we could shar~ in o~r common effort ro vitalize the organ
IZ~ expresSIOn of the JeWIsh rehgion, the Synagogue, and to have its 
vOICe heard in th.e land, "for tbe blelJing 01 all and the hurt of none." . 

In the course of these nearly three decades and [[J the pursuit of this 
goal many achievementS are fou nd to the credit of the Synagogue Coutlcil 
of America. 

Major InslrumenlalilY for American Jewry 
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It has become .the recognized central national agency which cepre
S~ntS the congregational and Rabbinical bod ies of Orthodox, Conserva· 
tlve, and Reform Jewry in the United Scates, and as such is the effeCtive 
spokesman for the rotal American Jewish teligious community, particu 
larly in its relations with the PrOtestant and Catholic denominations [he 
United States Government, and the United Nations. ' 

The Srnagoguc. Council has become the major instrumentality 
through whIch Amencan Jewry can be heard on a parallel basis with the 
P.rore,s:a~t ~nd Catholic groups. by international, national, and local agen
cies. t hIS IS demonstrated by HS role as spokesman for its constituents, 
in making representations ro federal governmental and inter-governmen
tal agencies un mattcrs of Jewish interest ( Immigration, Disarmament, 
J uvenile Delinquency, "Christian amendment" to the Constitution, FEPC, 
Germany, Genocide Convention, UN and UNESCO). 

~ This is demonstrated by the Synagogue Council's participation in 
mterfaith aCtivities with national non-Jewish church councils in the 
areas of religious and social action, human relations, family life, youth 
organi;>nions, TV and radio. 



• It is ~emonsua[ed in its supervision, in cooperation with the U. S. 
Depanment of J ustice, of a Jewish chaplaincy program for federal. 
prisons, and supplying such chaplains with religious materials. 

. , 
• It ,is demonstrated in its intervention on behalf of Sabbath and 
Kashruth observers, and in providing rel ig ious articles, and religious 
servIces on major ship lines, periodically inspecting theic religious 
facilities. 

• It i .~ demonstratcd in d istribution of Jewish calendars; Sl;;'rmons, re· 
prints of articles an~ copies of religious service for special events 
(Annivc(sary of the State of Israel, Memorial Services for Nazi Victims, 
special Tercentenary services, etc.) . 

• It is "demonstrated by i ts bringing the message of Judaism to a nation· 
wide audi~nce through its public relations program, publications, news· I ' 

leuers, radio and television programs. 

But in one area we have failed, and this failure cripples us tragically 
and hampers uS pathetically. W e are, after all, a federation of federations 
of Synagogues and of Rabbis. These federations, whether. of congrega
tional or Rabbinical orgariizations, have never achieved financial adequacy 
as' one of their characteristics. The finapcia l struggle of our constiwcnts 
has always been reflected, I might say, "majestically", in· the Synagogue 
Cuuncil of AmeriC'..t. Helice, whill;;' the achievements, in spite of material 
limitations and inadequate financial support, have been considerable, the 
fact remains that many important projects by which we could have served 
[he cause of the Synagogue the more greatly, have nOt even been attempted 
because of the lack of nourishment from which this organization has 
suffered chronically. 

'I 
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Philanthropies and from Welfare Funds; 

c) Comrib~tions made by some generous individuals. 

Thes<= 'th iny years in the h isrory o f American Jewry have 
been· the ye~rs of the greatest largesse of American Jewry. 1 rejoice in the 
generosity of American Jewry in whichever dirc<:tion it went, It has 
been a glorious "Chap~er of our history and it is a source of grent satisfac· 
tion for all of us that American Jews rose to the demands of the times. 
But at (he same [lme, it is painful to realize thar even' though the 
Synagogue in matters of principles and of faith has followed rhe injunc
tion of the prophet, "lift tIP thy voice with !trmgth; lift it up, be n<! ~ 

a/raid" (lJaiah 40:9), judging by the response to our repeated appeals 
for sustenance, the vo.ice of the Synagog ue Council has been exceedingly 
thin a9d hardly even aud ible. 

Wc have blucpr;nts for significam aCtivities which are within the 
purview of the coordinating, sharin'g, unifying funerion of the Synagogue 
Council of America, but we shall continue in chis blueprint stage unless 
American Jewry r~pond~ and rrovide.~ rhe nC("cssacy susten:tnce. And 
for this suPPOrt I appeal- for the glory of God and for chI' honor of th<= 
Torah. 

~ The Current Religious Revival 
Internal Structure of the Synagogue Council ~ 
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Let me state, for' the information of those of you here who are nor 
familiar with rhe internal structure of the Synagogue Council of America, 
that rhis organization consists of six memqer agencies funct ioning 
rhrough appointed delegates. The sources of our income with which we 
might do wharever work is projected or agreed upon, ate: 

a) The six member agencies; 

b) Very modest contributions from ' some Federations of Jewish 
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I visualize that in rhe midst of the cu rrent religious revival which 
has developed throughout our country, the Synagogu.e Council can, and 
indeed nuut, be a formative influence in deepen ing the religious 
character of om people. The Synagogue Council, and its constituencies, 
must exert themselv~s greatly to convert this period of religious respon
siveness on the part of our people into a widespread , profoundly spiritual 
experience with consequences which would be lasting. I believe chat this 
is altogether possible, and I believe that the time for embarking on such. 
an adventure is- 1IOW/ 



To that end, I prnpnse that the present Administration of the 
Synagogue Council of America, with the cooperation of its constituent 
agencies, with the moral and matc;:r ial suppOrt of K'fal YiJrael which we 
uniquely represent, launch a nationwide effort calling the eniire House
hold of Israel "Back to the Synagogue." Please observe that this proposed 
program lies altogether in the area of the coordinating function of the 
Synagogue Council of America. Nothing suggested here is intended to 
compete with the work or prngrams of our constituencies. Its purpose is 
to help each through the cooperat ion of all. Our people must return to 
the Synagogue:-if it is to survive in American life.· Our people must 
find itself in [he inner sancta of the Synagogue, and be touched by the 
spiritual greatness which challenges even the many of us already active in 
Synagogue life. I am convinced rhar we can create a climate among our 
people in this country and develop a mood which can uplift every Jewish 
man and woman in all the varied precincts of American life, conveying 
a sense of renewed pride and dedication as Jews who stand in the 
unbroken line of religious commitment which is our heritage. 

But how shall be usher (0 such a period of spiritual greatness? What 
would we do if we had the means with which to do it? Let me share some 
of my hopes, my dreams concern ins · the Synagogue Council of America. 

Program for the S~iritual Regeneration of Jewry 

10 

I said "Back to the Synagogue". t\IJow me to spell out in some derail 
the objectives, the proje({s, and the methods for implementing them 
whiCh, if successful, can bring about, at least in part, the kind oLspiritual 
regeneration of American Jewry on which I allude. 

We may nOt be able to achieve the full program in one year or twO 

years, but have we not been taught by our ancient sage: "You may IlOt 

be able to complete the task, but neither art( you free from the obligatioll 
10 attempt it." 

What would we do if we had the means with which to do it? Let 
me share some of my hopes, my dreams concerning the Synagogue 
Council of America. . 

1. GENeRAL ASSEMBLY. LaSt year we held rhe first General Assem
bly of the American Synagogue under the genenl title of "The Synagogue 
Speaks." It was an assembly in which all of OUf groups participated 
effectively. It was nOt a convention. There ·were no motions, no resalu -

" 

II 

(ions, no votes taken. lr was a gathering in which representat ives of the 
va.cious.groups of the Synagogue spok~ with dignity and with force of the 
ideals and concepts of the Synagogue as they apply to various aspects of 
human experience. Obviously, we did. nor cover rhe whole front. Last 
year we spoke in the frame of reference of [he. Tercentenary of the 
Settlement of {he Jews in the United States. 

These General Assemblies should become annual evems. These 
meetings of our various groups and the pro_nouncements made by our 
mOst gifted scholars and eloquent teachers, Rabbis and non -Rabbis, in 
the very large areaS in which we have agreement;.would make an impaa 
both upon Jcws and upon rhe non-Jewish world-upon the whole Ameri
can community, an impaa of incalculable value. 

2. SURVEYS. The Synagogue Council, representativc of all shades of 
opiriion in the American Synagogue, should undemi.ke surveys in rhe 
areas .of interest which are shared by all our constituencies, and study rhe 
problem of Jewish religious life in urban and rural communities, the 
problem of isolated ind ividuals in ateas where no Jewish religious serv
ices are available, the effeCts of suburban trends on J~wish religious life 
ana on Synagogue life, the problem of j ewish statistics. These are some 
of rhe areas in which surveys are needed and would be of benefit to all of 
the constituents of the Synagogue Council of America as well as of 
Jewish life generally. 

3. REGIONAL CONFERENCES. Ir would be. a blessing jf we could 
SpO(]sor periodicaiJy, regional confe,ences of Synagogues, of theif spiritual 
and lay leaders, so that the information which would be compiled ·nation
ally by the Synagogue Cou ncil of America, the sense of comradeship 
which is developed by the delegates of our constiruents as they meet in 
New York;--cou ld be communicated in various regions of our great · 
Country, whilst those present would discuss there the common problems 
and make vivid the common elements of our shared religious life. I can 
envisage great blessings t(t be derived from such regional gatherings. 

4. UNSYNAGOGUI:.1l There are tOO m·any Jews in the United States 
who have no affiliation whatever with · the Synagogue. Many of those, 
perhaps mOst of chose, can be reached and brought back to the Synagogue 
for their spiritual health and our spiritual good. Various modern tech
niques are available for reaching them. It has been suggested, as an 
immediate program, that three tCSt areas be selected, an urban, a semi
urban and· a suburban area, and in those areas .we might hold well

_organized mUies to which some of the most effective leaders from the 
three branches of the Synagogue might go to stir up the dormant religious 
consei.ence of our people. These might be followed by a well-organized 
door-ro-door campaign to enlist membership in synagogues, in syna-
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gogueS of their own choice, some Synagogue which would be expressive 
of rheir religious preference and religious arrirudes and · needs. 

5. INTENSIFICATIO:-l OF PIETY: Through some of ·rhe above rcch· 
niques and others we might creare a climate in which a grearer piety 
might develop amongSt our people, whether Ihe affiliated or the un
affiliated. There are many, all tOO many, members of Synagogues who are 
weak in their expression of piery. I am talking not of sanctimoniousness, 

. nor of externalism only. I am.speaking of the rranslalion into daily 
experience of rhe meaningfulness of the slogans we have inscribed on the 
Arks of pur Synagogues, "1 /;ave Jet the Lord always before me", and 
"K,W·W before W hom t/;ouJtalldesl ." I am thinking of Sabbath observ
ante. I am rhinkin,g of rhe sanctity of festivals and holy days. I am .think
ing of .our homes and rhe need for piety within rhem. This is noc a job 
for Orthodcxy :1Ionc, nor Conservatism alone, nor Reform alone. When 
all of us together would attempt ro inrensify these, each group in accord: . 
~nce with its own point of view, rhe ·total impact is bound to qe effecflve 
and fruitful. This is an area in which the Synagogue Council of Ametica 
can be most effenive. 

6. iJUDLIC . RELATIONS. More and· more the Government of the 
United Stares; the United Nations. and the .. UNESCO,. as weU as. the 
opposite numbers of the Synagogue Council of Ame·rica in Catholicism 
and Protestantism, turn ro the Synagogue Council of America as the 
voice of rhe American Synagogue. There are wonderful opportunities in 
this area for dignified 4nd significant and wholesome public rclations. 
Some of it-we have been doing and arc doing, but there arc limicacions 
which arc imposed upon us by the lack of funds which make it impossible 
to do the kind of work which can and should· be donc. . 

7. AUDIO-ViSUAl. ANO RAOIO EDUCATION. Ther~ is the large and 
cosrly area in which more and more of our Chriscian neighbors are invest
ing to bring the message of their faiths to the American public. We Jews 
have m~de some modest efforts in that direction bue we arc lacking in 
rhe means with which a real1y effective program could be developed 
thwugh which the Synagogue would speak using rhe vacious media ~nd 
the variations . of techniques in "making the message .of Judaism heard 
and understood ·in . American life. 

S. CUARING H OUS E. I should like to. see the Synagogue Council 
of America ·become in a larger measure than it is today, ·the dearing 
house of information of what goes on in each Jewish organization that 
is of ·interest to the Synagogue, a clearing house of the different tech

.niques and programs carried on by each of our constituents. These should 
be made known to all of us. 

There are other areas in which the Synagogue Council could serve 
e/Tccciv\'"ly. Tll(·r~ is uur rdation to our own Jewish national organizations 
and cooperation with them. There is the sphere of adult education. There 
is the translation of the religious idealism of the Synagogue in term~ of 
social programs and social welfare. There ought to be publication of 
studies placing the history and idealism of the Synagogue in the proper 
perspective for Jews and non·Jews alike. 

I should like to see established:m cffect ive National Advisory Board 
consisting of the OUTstanding Jewish leaders from al1 walks of life, who 
would implement this type of program. 

But all of these need the wherewithal to emy on. WithoUT such 
'!leans chey will remain in the area of wishful thinking. 

Lift the Enkindled Torch of Judaism 

" 

I would not deprive any existing agency or cause of [he suppon of ' 
the Amtc'rican Jewish community which it now receives.l plead, however, 
that the Synagogue, which is the treasure house of the Jewish spirit, be 
nOt permitted to languish any longer. A strong Synagogue Movement 
under the auspices of the Synagogue Council of America in which all of 
us who love. Judaism would stand united and work in comradeship, lfi 

. reverence and wich respect for each other, can become a blessing not only 
to Jewish life but would enrich the total conttiburion which American 
Jewry can make to the life of America. It is my hope, it is my intense 
desire, ir is my fervent prayer that we of the administration whom you 
arc instal1ing tonight, and your delegates from the six constituent mem
bers, together with the various national Jewish organizations with who,? 
we should work cooperativdy, may stand united as a consecrated, dedl-. 
cated host in tbe service of our God, in the ministry of our people and in 
the enrichment of the life of our society. To chis taSk we dedicate our· 
selves. But- please, please give us the means with which to work. 

Tn a world in which so much darkness remains, in a world of so much 
. fear .and cruelty, we must lift the enkindled tOrch of our Judaism. By 
the light of this tOrch of our faith we muse walk bravely and eageel}' . . 
B"iIc we need a torch adequate for the light we would diffuse and- we 
need unity and comradeship, "Love ye truth and peace", said Zechariah, 
the prophet; devotion to the truth as God gives each of us to see it; lov\'" 
and friendship for one another; peace; and the tools with which to serve. 
For these I ask and pray even as I do for the blessing of God. 
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This vital .datement is excerpted from an 
"address delivered by Dr. Robert Cordis. 
noted Rabbi and .scholar, be/ore the 
Twenty-filth Anniversary Celebration 0/ 
the Synagogue Council 0/ America. 

THE Synagogue Council may paradoxically 
he described 8S both tbe best kepi Rnd 

worst kept secrets in American Jewish life. 
h has been a ~"be8t kept" secret in tbat its 
important activities in the prescnt are un-
known among large sections of the American 
Jewish community. On the other band, the 
Synagogue Council bas been perhaps the 
"~or8' kept" secret in the manner of its 
maintenance. It has been compelled 10 sub
sist on a microscopic budget, while other 
agencies, who do not contribute a tithe a8 

much to the advancement of Judaism in 
America, expend far more on one tiny pro
jed in their program. 

We are living in historic times which have al
ready compelled groups far removed from our 
point of view to revise their concept of the 
American-Jewish community. The establishment of 
the State of Israel as a free and independent mem
ber of the family of nations has highli ghted the 
great truth _that American Jewry mint find its btuic 
unity in its religious heritage, richly and broadly 
conceived. As the tenth century philosopher Saadia 
declared, "We are a people only by virtue of the 
Torah." The hallmark of JewiSh peoplehood has 
always heen the religious and cultural tradition of 
Judaism, expressed as law, lore and learning in
corporatcci in a world-view and a way of life. 

America Emphaliul Rellgioul 1.,1, of Jewry 

The structure of American life points in the 
same direction. America has traditionally been 
hospitable to races and peoples from every corner 
of the globe. But the un-iversal tendency has been 
for the merging and ultimate disappearance of ethnic 
groups as recognizable entities. The Huguenots and 
the Dutch have long ago completed that process. 
The Gennans and the Scandinavians are on the 
road. The process is least advanced with the Irish 
and the Italian. But the direction is unmistakable. 
Jf Jews constitute basically an ethnic group, they 
cannot expect to avoid the inexorable drive which 
characterizes American history, and assimilation 
awaits them at the end of the road. 

On the other hand, America regards religious 
differenceEI as indigenous and therefore enduring. 
The Quakers and the Mennonites, the Catholics and 
the Presbyterians, the Unitarians and the Christian 
Scientisl'l - flVCry rcligioUl'l !It:Cl, whether it be 
numerous or few - is regarded as "belonging" in 
America. living and growing by right and not by 
sufferance. Thus ,the entire trend of Jewish tradition 
and the realities of American life both write in 
emphasizing the rdigious foundations upon which 
a vital, culturally creative Je~h community in 
America may survive and grow. 

Synagogue Council Grows Hourly Significant 

The Synagogue Council of America, dedi· 
cated 10 the underlying unity of the various 
wings in the religious households of American 
Israel, therefore grows hourly more signi. 
Scant for the health and vitality of our pe0-

ple. It haa many significant achievements to 
its credit in the paAt. But they pale into in· 
significance by comparison with the service 
that the Synagogue Council ~ render in the 
future. 

When it was created a quarter of a century ago, 
the various schools of American Judaism had little 
contact with one another and therefore slight basis 
for mutual trust. ... The quarter of a century that 

has elapsed has cemented ties of friendship and 

brotherhood among the various groups and their 

representatives on the Council. They have all labored 
cooperatively and devotedly side by side in the 

Synagogue Council and in countless other agencies 

of American Jewish life. In the process they have 

developed a genuine regard for one another, a 

mutual respect for their differences and a recogni· 

tion of their basic unity .... It is the sacred duty 
of American Jewry to recognize the import

ance of the Synagogue Council and to make 

available a budget which, however modcst, 

will nevertheless make possible its effective 
functioning. 

The time is long past for the Synagogue 

Coum:iI to stand, bat in hand, begging for 
crumbs from welfare funda, synagogue agen. 

cies, and individnal institutions. It should 

command the wholehearted support of Amer

ican Jewry because it symbolizes the vitality 

of the Jewish religion, the unity of the Jewillh 

community, and its wholesome and creative 

integration both into the pattern of world 

Jewry and into the structure of a finer and 
nobler America. 

,-----------------------
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on the reverse side. 
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R~bbi GONti8, Rabbi Bamberger, Colleagues afuJ.jiorlen.d8: 

I deem it a privilege to participate in these exercises and to have a 
share in the installation of Rabbi Bamberger as the incoming president 
of the Synagogue Council. It would be almost as proper now as it would 
have been six yeafs ago, when I was its president, to say that the Syna
gogue Council's future can and should be greater than its past. The 
'word "almost" is intended to convey a tribute to the ·administrations of 
my successors. The omission of the word "even'.' before the words 
"greater than its past," is intended to coJivey a note of regret thut this 
body; all-inc1usive of the most significant Orthodox, COnservative and 
Refonn constituencies in" Jewish religioils life in America, has not been 
encouraged by its.constituencies to develop greater power and effective~ 
neS3 in a way commensurate with the Federal Council of Protestant 
Churches or the National Catholic Welfare Conference, as the repre
sentative and the spokesman of the Jewish reiigious affiliation in 
American Democracy. This instr.ument of religious unity. in the largest 
Jewish community in the world and in a land where the .:religious phase 
of Jewish life is especially welcome, can and must be · e~larged and 
strengthened for the sake of American Jewry and ,ts .part in "American 
Democracy. May it be given my good friend, good neighbor and good 
·colleague, Rabbi Bamberger, to carry the Synagogue Council· a long 
stride forward in the optative direction . 

. The subject of my address is, "The Synagogue in Israel and the 
Synagogue in America." It is well-timed for a day which is the anni
versary of the Balfour Declaration, the prelude to "Medinat IsraeL" 

The establishment of the Jewish State was such a revolutionary 
event in Jewish history that the expectation that this event would trans
form all phases of Jewish life in Israel and outside Israel, was under
standable. May 14, 1948, was greeted as a "yom harat ohim" in the 
Jewish world, a day pregnant with new creation in every area of Jewish 
life. There has accordingly emerged a cornucopia of conjectures regard
ing the traD!~formations which the new dispensation is going to bring 
about. A perusal of these speculations reveals general impressioilS and 
forecasts rather than considered analysis and prognosis. Obviously, it 
it too early for the laUer and too risky for the former. 

It is not unlikely that American Jewish life in the years ahead may. 
in the main, develop along the' lines and under the influences which 
were beginning to shape its character before the Jewish state was estab
lished, including of course the Zionist force but including also other 
forces. Nor is it inconceivable that even in Israel itself, religious, cul
tural and social activities may. in the near future at least. continue in 
more or less the same pattern as heretofore. This prognosis is not for 
the long range, yet even the short range in such matters, may mean 
decades. In my humble judgment the heralds of the "new era" had better 
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modulate ,their prognostications and leave something to time and ex:
perience to determine. A sober approach now will save considerable' 
discredltment ·later. . 

May [ within the compass of my theme content myself more with ' 
analysis than prognosis, more with description than with forecasl 

What troubles many in connection with the State of Israel is the 
relationahip between Church and ·State, ·_ that is, -"betweenSynagogUe and 
State. At pi'es~pt the relationship is noi radically different from the 
Church-State relationship in ,the United' States. The.separation between 
the two'-in ,the 'United States is, not absolute. The ,day of ~8t is' th~ 
Christian . . Sabbath" eh:r'i.atian, holy days :are.:legal holidays. religious 
property is tax exempt, army and navy chaplains .,are maintained, ilt, the 
taxpayel'8' expense. Just ,as it 'is said, of Jews that.'"they are· like other 
people only more-so,': it may be ~id of- [sraeUn connection with. the 
Church-State· relationship.; it ,is ' lilte the United;',States, only more-ao, 
The Jewish Sabbath and '.festivals 'are "Shabba'tot -lim'nuchah umoadhii 
)'s.imchah," Sabbaths:foi' ~ rest .and 'Festivals for ·joy in the life' of the> 
peopie,be they strict 'or'liberal hi obser.vance;. Db.viously" the ' ''more-so~\ 
in .Israel springs inevitably from the unique association of- ~e land 
with the :calend~r of Judaism. ,. :. . .. ' ',' ,'.. . :: " , 

In one particular re8pect~ -ecclesia"8tical law :in 'israel 'ia a more con~ 
trolling ' factor than it Is in the United States, 'namely in respect ,to' 
problems of personal 'status, such ,88 marriage, divorce and -Inberitance_. 
In the United States, a clergyman is: vested with the civil' right to per.:.. 
form a marriage, but not to grant a divorce, while civJl marriaget may 
be, Performed' without any religious' sanction. In Israel, at the present
time, marriages ' and divorces cannot be ,performed without 'beneftt o'f 
clergy. It 'should be stated, hOwever, tha.t even under tbe Britis~, Man~"a-' 
'tory regime, the Jewish, Christian aild-Moslem commuriities in Palestine 
had the.ir oWn eccleslastical.autonomy, respectively. in these spheres, 'so 
that 'actually_the present situation in Israel isa hangOVer from the 
recent past. Whether it will continue on the' same baais, is Rnother 
question, tied up with the general-problem of the future: relationship 
bet'Veen C~urch and State in braet. -

For the·time being, this difficult issue is held in suspense. It is a sound 
instinct which prompts all sides to refrain from pre88ing this issue 
until the newly established state will have had time ,to consolidate its 
position ,politically, economiCally and militarily. The disinclination to 
come to grips at the present moment with the fUndamental .problem of 
the relationship' between Church and State is .one of the principal rea
sons wJ;ly tl!ere is no·hurry in Israel to_formulate a const:itution .. It would 
not be unfair, however, to_ say that the presence of the religioUS wing 
in the government-coalition gives it a somewhat eXtra~legal measure,of 
fnftuence, 8S reftected in the stoppage of the .importation of "trefah" 
J:ri.eat. th~ schedl!iing of airfligbti! ~o as to .preclude commerciaf airplanes 
arriving or leaving on. the Sabbath. the rule forbidding the disemharka
Uon of ship passengers on 'the Sabbath, and the .serving of cold foods 
in t~e immi~r.ant camps on the :Sabbatti. . 

.. tAnother subject of widespread interest and inquiry is . the' question 
of whether and how soon the Rabbinate in Israel is going to ·cope with 
the .problem of revisia:ag l'ab.binicall~w to m~etthe needs of changing, 
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ii~es. Will the 'Chief Rabbinate in Israel command sufficient authority 
in the orthodox world outside Israel to win general acceptance for its 
rulings? Would the majority of Rabbis in Israel itself follow the Chief 
Rabbinate? Can a ·Sanhedrin. be instituted and how- is it ,to function'l, 
Tbese are undoubtedly important questions for orthodox .i1ewry., bu~ 
they are outside my competence to discus,S' 

What· interested me, a good de~1 during 'my 'slay in Israel, and -may. 
interest you. is the ~ndition of religious life ·as it now obtains._ The 
touriat 'coming fo~ a brief ,visit-· is likely to be impressed most .sJ?,arply 
by the, extremes and to complain about them: There are 'the·'Nattirai 
Kanah" who do not hesitate to, resort to physical violence against 'those 
publicly ,tr~nsgressiDg .orthodo~ observance: There·are Jews ·in- I!!I.rael; 
fortunate_ly a small minority,-wh.o.on religious grounds boycotted-Henl 

~ Day wben the founder of the Jewish State was gloriouslybrought 'home 
to reat amoDg bis people; This·.same,.group boycotted the elections for 

. I.rael~s first parliamen:t and proClaimed excommunication' against 'thoie 
wb~ went to the polls. The:re are also e~trelJ.li~'f.:9 ' in-the opposite diree.; 
tion, fortUnately also a minority,. who· scoff"at' religiori, spum the Syna~ ' 
gogue and ridicule observers. It should 'be Baid .that 'the fanatical anti
religioniats are not as ,conspicuous ,or as vocal" as ·the ,fanatical -religion
isls, nor are these ·anti",religionists· in. Israel 88 demonstrative 88 anti~ 
religioni8ia in many otber countries. I am sure that the Freethinkers 
Society of. America who before·!every Day of:'Atonement·.sencl out an 
annual proteskhave no analogue ·in Israel. 

I ', was asked recently' by a newspaper reporter, what wouid liappen 
tc):itim in, Israel if he were smpking ' ~ cigarette qn -the 'Satibaili. My 
reply was that it would depend in what part of Israel that breach would 
be cO!Dmltted. [Q Tel 'Aviv he might go- relatively unnoticed. ]n Jeru
salem, he would probably be looked at askance. In Tiberias or-Safed, 
he might be reprimanded. Here and there he might encoun.ter an even 
more violent form of·protes,t. One can find analogouB reactions ()f public 
(lpinion in some closely-knit Christian communities in'the United States 
agai.Dst-public breaches of Christian observance. 

Buring my nine months atay in Jerusalem i- vi(!itec;l scores of syna
gogues on th,e Sabbilth~ refiecting a wide variety of Sephardic ~nd 
Ashkenazic Cong~gations, m08_t1y Sephardic-the colorfully carpeted 

. syn~gogue of the majestic Bokharan Jews,. tlie homely hut devout de
corum of the Jews from Baghdad, the humble piety-infused devotions 
of the Yemenite Jews, the indecorous but warm worship of' the Polish 
and Galician Jews, tile more formal atmosphere of the German Jews, 
and the dignifl.'ea·13el'vices of the Jeshurun Synagogue, Ashkenazic iri 
liturgy and Sephardic in accent,"which is the nearest approximation to 
a cathedral synagogue in' Jerusalem. In all the synagogues there is 'a 
generous sprihkling 'of youn.g people 'and 'children, in contra'st to sYna
gogues in Amer_ic&,' while the attendance of women ia a small. compact, 
segregated minori(y. in contrast to synagogue's in America. One gets 
the impression ' in Jerusalem on a Sabbath, unike Tel Aviv where Sab
bath is the favorite day for promenading: on the beach, thnt the Je'ru
salem.community is attending synagogue, though an occasional deviation 
to an art exhibit on a ,Sabbath morning' would' ,reveal that "some' portion 
of the population chooses , other ways of' observing the Sabbath. There 
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are 'even, more radical Sabbath observance deviations, 'as ~ns~nced by. 
the spectacle of a' group of. boys ,and giris in "8hol'ts~' hi.~ing thl',?Uin 
the·:streets,· to the disco,mAture of "a'. BtreimeJed, k~ftaned, . , ~a!locked, 
tidith-:bedecked Jew'hurrying toward }:lis,syn,agogue. An ultr~~'Il>e.~al o!>'
serVer might-:opine that even ,in view 'of the,deviations" and. bearJ~g I~ 
mind that stores and shops are-closed, and .public ye~icles ,are imm~bile~ 
the Sabbath is stm a large' common' denominator in the Jewish com"
~unitr. Ttljs is more' than ,'ca'n be sai'd for the average Jewish· ~o'mmu~ 
liUy .in .Americra; .' ", ", : ' " . 
,', ]n ille agr!cult~raI.settlementti, the Sabbatb' i~ 'felt i~ vB,rying' 4~~~eeB, 
but even in the 'Ieaat observant ones, it is felt .. There are no.n-r.eI~glou8 
setilements where sYnagogues' have ,be'ell: b,u~lt l,es~ f~~, the' s~e.l of .,the 
fourth .comman'dmen,t and m~r~ for' the :"sruce of..the.fl~tb ,comlP&ll:~men(., 
to ,give ,'elderly ,parenta:the' oppO~unity '19 ol)serve the Sabbatb'.' il.s· ,tJ:lIll.Y' 
wisb'., ,. ' " ,, ' .' , ' " , , " ' " ,': ' . , 
, As' might ,~ expected" th.e '~shalosh regalim;" 8i~nal~zing agr~cultural' 

seaso'ns, 'and historic :,national ,landmarks togethern are in shaft). f~I,I~. 
everywhere, wit}\ beautiful contempora!Y' a,ddit;pns, n:nd, fn' ~~me ;place". 
substitutions for. the ,traditional o~er.vanc,e. .' -:, ., ; ':', :." , ' . . ,' 
" 'An , interesting. experience; was a Raasover- Seder in. one, of, the,;n.on M
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relig ious '"kibbutzim", near the Sea of Galilee; It was ,mostly a' Service 
of song and dance performed 'by a choral group,of. the'youth. There'waa, 
however, a Haggadah. which bejng ·in- its ,fifteenth· edition. seemed 
almost to canonize the unorthodoxies'. The omissions · were, arresting, 
such as ,the Kiddush ~nd .the Four ,Questions, but tl!-,e "Ha, lachmah 
~nYa~!' .,ilnd .the "Sl!.efoch clJ~ma'~¢hah" ~t;re . ~ta!':l~~' f~r e~ce~le~t 
reaaons, And the ",Chad, Gadyali!' was re!1der~d In multiple ,varlatIons .. 
~uch of 'tl;le ~ontem'p,orary' loc81 color· w~s. ill. thai Haggadah, and' OI.1.e, 
or two' quaint excerpts (rom the Midrash, such taS the repriptarid of. the 
A:lm~ght:Y to 'the,ang,e. c}:lQr'us for tJl~:i,r insensi(h'~~ess ' J!1 ' ~in$'in,~"bef?~e. 
biiTI on the day .when the Egyptians, 'God's cJ;',e,atures, ~er~ . drow.nmg 
in;,ih(! se·a . .' 1 • ' " , ' : " '. .' .', ' 

, 'O~e ~f 'thC" ;~~n'g m,oth,er~' seated, . next 'to, me" with, a ,tone ' bot~ of 
~'~~, a~l,I, c~al,!en~~.,~i~:; "I . ~sh you rahbis,YiOuld.h!!lp, us. ~d:a way 
to make the tradltaons of the Sabbath and the FestlVa!s ~~amngful to 
o,u'~' cliildren. We, ~ecogh'i~e th~t OU! children need it an~ .w~ ~0I1't kilow 
how to provide.it tiecause in our early. revolt against traditi.onaljsm we 
have lost the thread', yet we know ',that :our ch'ildr~n lire ,missing 8oqle-
thi'ng which is valu~~le for 'their 'liv~s/' . ..'. . " .:, ,. ' , 

It occu~red to , me ' that it might be a Worthy: form,lof Ral,)binica( 
"chalu(zjuth'" for' a few .of our American Rabbis, competent in modern 
HebreW, to spend a few years in 8uch :kibbutzirn 'as this;', io~gratirig. 
themselves into . .the. life of ·the group, .sharing its constructive tasks, 
and. after winn'ing -their ,confidence, tJ:ying, together Wi~h ,them. to find 
the way to supply their children with what ,they lack anc;l need', a con
geni'al.and acceptable paltern of religio~s ideas, 'expressions and observ
ances. 

I 'should not like to close this phase of the report 'without addiog' a. 
word, about the place of the synagogue in the. urban life of the ,people 
as the· Illocus" for the expression' of ,great popular emotians, something 
quite 'apart from synagoguetropism in the ,conv:entional sense. , . : 

The first Purim in Medinat Israel saw thousands of Jews ,crowding 
the streets surrounding the cenh'al synagogue in Tel Aviv, exuberating 
i~ tile s0l:l0ds of the 'Megillah which pOured forth. from the amplifier of 
the 'Synagogue; ]t was more· a national than a religious demonstration. 

A group of prisoners,.of-war, just back 'from TransjordilD, rushed to 
~he Jeshurl1n Synagogue in Jerusalem with their ecstatic relatives at 
their heels. ,even before they went to their hdmes, and while their 
fathers and mothers were busily engaged' in bestowing kisses of .thanks
giving upon the .. parocheth ... ·ihe soldiers were, fraternizing and,sororiz
il!g 9/ith their best friends~ yet Borne of these young people .might feel 
embarrassed' j~ t~ey wer~ .denominated, "Synagogue JewB." 

When the. first an~iverBary' of :Medinat Israel was obserVed, the 'same 
syna,gogue ' was again the ' natural '-hab~tat of national" thanksgiving; In 

, a solemn procession two scrolls of the' Torah which had, been saved' from 
~ .. r Etzion and' l)ore ba:ttl~8Ca~s;were bro!lght 'in 'bY the Chief Rabbis 
,apd es~orted to the "Bimsh." There they remained through the "Maanv 
Service" under a "Ctitipah" which 'rested on the nozzles of ,foUr rifles 
hel~ by 'soldiers o:f the "Zvah Yisrael." The sp6ntaneous 'dance' with 
which the uMasriv" Service· closed, a' dance around and·around ,the syn· 
~gogue' in which the' Chief Rabbis and ,the Elders: of the SynagogUe 
~oined ,with the youth to tlie crescendo tone and rhythm of "Leshanah 
habaah biyerus~layim' habenooyah," .topped'off an emotional:experience 
wh'ich one cannot lil?pe 'to duplicate in 'a Iifeti~e. The sY.Ragogue that 
night was the eXPl':ession and the possession of' all' the people. 
" What is l? .be, the future of ·the Syriagogue in ~srael7 Fr~hitlY, one 

does not. ask. the question in Israel with the same sense of concerti and 
worry as one Bsks it in America: Not that om~ in Israel" is indifferent 
about th~ future of tile Synagogue ther.e, but that one feels intuitiyely 
that the survival of Judaism in Israel, whatever form it may take, is 
guaranteed by the fact that there is ,an Israel, while in America one 
~nnot take even ,the survival of Jews for grarited unless there iil :1\ 
vit!!1 S~agogue, .. 

. W·i11 Israel's Synagog.ue of the future be Orthoc;lox, Conservatjve O~ · 
Reform7 These definitions, difficult enough here, are even more difficult 
'in relation to religious life over there. One may conjecture about specific 
inanifestations. It is safe to predil;t that the decorum of worship )Viii 
improve, as the youth of today. reared in occidental standards of de
,corum"lJecome the elders of tomorrow. I doubt if the organ will invade 
even the liberal synagogues, because essentially it ·is· not an essential 
for religious worship. Any attempt 'to Uitroduce family pews is sure to 
precipitate a violent controversy, but it is foreseeable that the attempt 
will be made in the name of extending the principle of the equality of 
the,sexes from the political and economic spheres to the religious sphere, 
It ill: also foreseeable that there may be attempts to, revise the prayer
book, but ·with similar consequences of violent controversy. 

It might ,be properly asked, how the, huge im:migration' of Jews from 
North Africa and other Moslem lands is likely to influence these devel
opments. On fi1'8t thought, it would seem that they are likely to strengthen 
the orthodox trends in the synagogue, but not enough is known about 
the sociology of these,elements to predict how susccptibie they and their 
children might be to the pattern of their new environment. Much .may 
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depend on w1'!ieh of the political parties in Israel win!! the greatest accese: 
to their children. 

If my description of religiOUS life in Israel is approximately true to 
the facts, then it must be apparent that there is DO likelihood, at least 
in our time, of any significant inftuen<:e upon the "Synagogue in America 
emanating from the Synagogue in Israel, for the Synalfogue in Israel, 
in the foreseeable future, will be neither uniform nor unified, nor in
digenously characteristic of Israel as such. 

There is more likelihood that the American Synagogue may influence 
the development of the Synagogue in Israel, or more accurately. the 
synagogues in Israel, for if there will be synagogues in rarael which will 
make bold to introduce innovations, they will no doubt take courage 
from their precursors in American synagogues, and will try to benefit 
by the suceessee as well as the mistak,es of the latter. 

10 one respect, however, it mat be expressed as both a hope ·and an 
expectation, without ottending the aenaibilities of anyone here, that 
synagogues in brael will learn froa:1 synago,ues in America, namely 
in teepeet to the institution of the Synagogue Center, which may be 
termed a charaderistic of the Ameriean Syna,ogue of today. There is 
need for community «:enten in the cities and toWDI of Israel. For the 
m08t part these needs, to the extent t.hat they are 8UppJied, are presently 
supplied by the political parties and are of course, exploited for party 
purposes. If the synagope institutions could enter that fteld and add to 
their traditional function the element of weekday facilities for cultural 
and social activities, not only the synagogue would gain but alao the 
cause of Jewish unity would be the Itainer thereby. Fragmentation by 
parties would thus be met in aome degree by the Synagogue's "Klal 
Yilrael" challenge. Synagogue center;!, especially in the tOWDS, offering 
cultural and social facilities, would not need to descend to the levels eome
timee tolerated by such institutions in America. In Israel the youth i8 
more serious and more in quest of worthwhile nourishment and stimula· 
tion. Thus their .respect for the Synal!rogue might well be converted into 
an attachment and eventually a comDlitment. In an)' ease it would be a 
worthwhile experiment for an American Synagogue group to promote in 
Israel. And it would be received, I believe, with appreciation, and not 
with t.he disdain that greeta offers by American rabbis or laymen to 
advise Israel on its religious development while their own vineyard ie in 
a deplora,ple state. 

I am afraid I have fallen far short of the mark which my theme may 
have connoted. My net conclusion is, to advise for the time being a patient 
and thorough observation of the Synllgogue and religious life in Israel. 
and to be sure that we understand the phenomenon before we attempt to 
appraise it or to influence it, that-coupled with a bumble readiness to 
assist in such ways as may find some supPOrt in the local communities. 
Above all, I counsel humility, because one can only be humble in the pres
ence of a community which, whatever be its formal relationship to insti
tutional Religion, hu ovinced ~ s;pirit. and hal achieved a l)ocilll pattern 
such as the founders and prophets of Judaism would have blessed. 
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Foreword 
Compiled in [his pamphlet are dedara,tions of' prin<;iple ,and 

statem~m~; of position ·adopted' jointl'y over a .period ~f some te!I 
years by' [he c::onstituenf 'oJ:gan ii~tions of the Synagogue Council of 
Ameri~a and' the Nalional Community Relations Advisory Cou;"cil. 
These declarations ~nd statemen'ts set fo rth the views :of. the cOoperat
ing : organizations on a numbt!r of .specific issues lnvolv'ing, relation
ships bt!tween the s t~te andl'religion in .the ·lJ~i'ted StateS; reflecting 
the shared· ~onvicition of a ll the or.ganiiations that; for the safegwird
ing of relgio.us ,liberty it) our nation,' the' waU·of separation 'betwee~ 
state and church created by the Constitution must be sctupuJbusly 
maimained. " , 

The policies' and PQSlcions presenten ·here were formu'lated in the 
Joint 'Advisory Committee-af 'the Synagogue CO!lnci! of : America 
and; ,ti,e National Commun itY Rei'atiOils AdvlSo~ytOuncil and rat.i-
6ed;by the constitue~t ~rgariiiati(jn~ of both bodies, (For listS 'of con
stiruem or-ganizations, see the inside 6f die' ,back ,page of this pam: 
phlec.) The'y thus' 'have ' been approved by' major n'adonal rabbinic, 
congregationa l and community relations organizations. 

In the language of the resolution creating it, rhe Joint Advisory 
Committee was established "to make available to local Jewish com
munities such guidance and direm'jon as they may request .... " T he 
resolution directed that the Joint Advisoty C0mmiuee "keep the 
corqmunities advised' of its findings," and noted "that the methods 
of coping wi~h this problem in a, loca l commun ity must .take:; into 
consideration the local situation." 

The present cOfI'!.pihi. tion has been published in response to many 
requests for a concise, comprehensive and systematic presentation, 

• O';II; noll y c",a~ in 1947 . $ .h~ Jo in. Ad.;wry Commiuff OIl R~lilli"n and Public &I uca
, ion, .i .. >co~ .u~uM'I , w., b.o.dened by common <On",nr " I .he coo~r .. ;ns Olll.ni .. ,;on, ." 
enrompa .. _ny q ue .. ;on, _««. ing .~ P",I<' . ... ;on ol .d ill'ou, f.eNom ,h ••• he orll. n i .. , i"". deem 
prOper lor join. (on, ide • .,ion, ' 
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in one document, of the various statements adopted ar intervals dur
ing the past decade. It ,is it:'teqded as a general guide for Jewish 
or.ganizaribns, agencies and communities. ' 

It canno.t . be tQO strongly stressed .that, in ·the application of 
all these polICies to particular situations, ir is. n~essary to !be guided 
I:>y t~e fuUest knowledge not only of the surrounding local circ:um~ 
sta~ces bur ~f .{he . nationa·l .pi~ture as well. Unw:ise or .poorly-timed 
~cuons may ~~tenslfy community relations-problems without produc
Ing any ,positive results. The Joinr Adviso~y Committee therefore 
urges most earnestly that it be consulted for information and for its 
la tes~ posi,tion.at the pa,rticular time before any public action is taken 
in this delicate area. . 

Through the Joint Advisory Committee, [he constituent agencies 
of th~ Synagog.ue Council ? f America ,and, the National Communicy 
Relations AdVIsory CounCil are continuing ,to study the ,problems 
of the· relationship becween church and· state as [hey affect religious 
freedom. From time to time, and in light of cOntinuing study and 
c:l-)a nging conditions, additional statements and ~sibly mocJi6cations 
of positions set forth in .this pamphlet" may be published. 

4 

i 
I' 

J 

. Declarations of Principle 
These dUUwillions constilule II sllllemenl .0J principles /rorn 

which Ihe pOJitiorn 0/ 16i(many Jewish agencies on tlarious 

spea/ic practices are derif!!d. . . 

.. 

Religion has always been a'nd cominues to be the ce~tral core 
of Jewish life. We ur-ge all religious groups to unite in an intensified 

. national program, designed to enroll all the children of our country 
in religious educational insticutions of ,their respective faiths, We urge 
the religious bodies to avaiL diemselves of all media of mass com
munication for this program, such as tbe press~ radiQ, motion pictures, 
speakers' platforms, ~nd special dramatic ,projects. 

l'he American democratic system is' founded in Jarge parr upon 
ethical and moral concepts derived from the great re ligions of man
~ind. -The preseryation and fostering of these concepts are essential to 
.che. fullest realization of the -American ideal; and their growth and 
·deyel'opment as major forces in American life should. be the deep 
-co~~rn of 'every citizen. 

Religious liberty is an indispensable aspen of democ:;ratic' free
dom; , indeed it is the very foundation of Arnedean democracy. As a 
nation of people attached to many_ different ~eligious faiths, or to 
none, we owe our survival and our unicy. to' the universal acceptance 
of. [he uniquely A-:nerican concept that the relationsh!p between' man, 
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and GOd is not and ma,y not be subject to government 'contcol or 
regulation. 

The growth of democracy in' the United States is jq lar-ge measure 
. a pn;xluct of that unique principle in our basic law thar pu"ts religion 
outs:ide. the jurisdiction of the state.' Any impairment. of that prin
ciple threatens religious "iibeny and brings other basic freedoms into 
jeopardy. 

'The 'maintenance and· furtherance ·of. religion are the responsi
hilities of the 'synagogue, the church and the home, and not' of the 
public school" system; the utilization in any 'manner of. the time, 
facifities, 'persotmel, Ot funds of. the public school system for purposes 
of teligious instruction should noc 'be permitte& 

The .public schools must recognize the realities of religious 
differences in the community .and among their pupils. l.'hey should 
continue as {hey haye done throughout their ~istOl:y to teach -pupils 
that acceptance of and resp'ect for ' sudt differences are basic to 

American democracy and 'contribute · tow~rd h~rmonious living.in a 
free society. This 'implies no need, however, on the par~ of the public 
schools to teach religious doarines or to ·teach about religious 
doctrines. 

'-.~ 
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Statements of Position 
Religion and Public ' Ed~cation 

7:eaching 0/ "Moral- a11d Spiritual" Values' 

Insofar. as the teaching C?f "spiritual vaiues" may be understood 
to signify religious tea<:hin~, this must re":lain as it has 'been the 
responsil;ility of the home, t.he church and' the synagogue. Insofar as 
it is understood to signify tile .reaclling of morality, ethics and good 
citizenship, .a deep cOmmitment 'to such values 'has been successfully 
incu lcated by our public schools 'in successive generations of Ameri
€ans. The pubJk schools must ·continue to share .responsibility for 
·fostering a, commitment to these moral values; without ,presenting 
or teaching any sectarian or theological sources or .sanctions for 
sllch :valwis. 

"Obie~tive" or "Filc/ual" 'Teaching Aboll/ Reli'giol1 

The public schools must and should teac~ with full objectivity 
the role that religion has played in the life of mankind and in the 
development of society, when· such teaching is intrinsic to the regular 
subject matter being studied. We are opposed to attempts by the ' 
'public elementary and Secondary schools to go beyond this, and teach 
about the doctrines .of reli.gion. Without passing upon ·the question 
of whether or ·not .such. teachipg is inconsistent with the principle of 
separation of ·church and state, we believe that factual, objective and 
impartial teaching about the doctrines of religion is an un'!-ttain~.ble 
objective. Any attempt to introduce such ' teaching into the public 
scheiols poses the grave threat · of pressures upon school personnel 

. from ·sectarian groups and compromises the impartiality of teaching 
and the integrity of the public educational system: .QUI' opposition 
to such .teaching rests on these grounds . . 
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Teaching Qf a "CommotJ Core" 

We are opposed to any public school program that seeks to in
culcate as doctrine any !body of principles, beliefs or concepts that;s 
represented as the "wmmon core" ~f several or all religious faiths. 
The effoft to extract from the ,religions current among us such· a 
common denominator .o~ "common core" can lead only [0 a watering 
·down, a vitiation"ohll that is spirirually meaningful in every religious 

.. faith. We submit,. moreover, th~t .attempts at religious inculcation 
in the p~blic scl1ools, even of articles of faith drawn from all religions 
alld ~ndor-~'hy represe.nt~tiyes of.oill, viohit~ the traditional Ameri
can principle; of sep<\ration of church and state._ 

Use 01 "School Pt'emises lOt' Religious' Purposes 

We are op~ci 'to the use of public school premise~' during 
school hqurs for religious education, meetings, or worship. Where 
public school premises are made av.ailable af.ter school hours to civic 
groups outside the school system. they should be made available on 
the. same basis to religious groups: 

Religious Pt'actices and . Observances; . . , . . 
Joint Religious ,Observances 

'. ' . 

Mindfu'J of the dangers irih~ren1: in' anY'violation of:the traditional 
American' princip"l~ of separation of church ·and state, 'we are opposed 
to religious pranicesol' observances in ,tht~\"publiC" 'elementary and 
high sc;hools, .including: ,,_ 

The .re;lding ,?r recitation' of pr~yers 
-, 

.l ': .• The .'reading. oQf .-.the Bible' (except ~s: included in' a COU(se .JD 

Jiterarur:e.) ';', .-

The distribution of Bibles" or religious tracts, 
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. The·sing'ing·of religious· hymns 

The gr~nting of school credits for religious srudies 

The wearing of any' ty.pe ofclerical',garb by public school reachers 
, on school-premises_ 

The 'holding of public sc,hoQI c·lasses on the premises of religious 
insrirutions " . 

The ·takiC!8 of a religious cens~s of pupiJs 

We .are opposed to ,the observance' of religious festivals in the 
puh"lic elementary and high schools :because in our view 'such ob
stcv;lnc.e ~nsritutes a violation of ~he .traditional Aqlerican principle 
of . the separation of church and ,state, 

. Joint religiol!s observances, such .as Christmas,Chanu~ah and 
Easter-Passover, are in our Qpinion no less a breach of the ,principle 
of separation of church and state' and violate the conscience of many 
religions per~ns, Jews and Christians alike. 

Where religious holid~y obsel'vances are nevertheless held in . 
public- sdlools, Jewish chil<iren have a right to refrain f.rom participa
.riof" We rc;commend' that local Jewish communities take such action 
·as· may be appropriate w safeguard this righ~ of non-participation: 

Released Time and Dismissal Time 

We believe that Jewish communities are i.ustified in :?bjecting to 
released time or dismissal time programs, 

Inherent i.n disrpi$sal .time are many, though not all, of the faults 
of released · time: Nevenhdess, when confronted with· the necessity 

. -' of a .choice, we' regard disrflissal tirrle as ,less objectionable, 
Where a program of- released fime or dismissal time is 'in: effect, 

'·or ' may be adopted, the Jewish-community shall insist upon the 
.'following safeguards against possible abuses: , 
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1. No religious instruction shaH be given ·on public 'sChool 
premises; 

2. The administrative machiner'y of the public school system 
shall not be employed to record or encourage 'attendance at 
religious instruction centers of students ~ho avail themselves 

,,' of either pr9gram; . 
3. lhere shaH 'be no proselytizing on school ,premises; 

4. AH children participating in such progtams shall be dismissed 
together, and all grouping, separation, or identification by 
religion or· by .participation or non"participation in. such pro· 
'grams shal'l be avoided; ' . 

S. Children shaH nOt be assembled dn public school premises 
for the purpose of being led' to religious instruct'ion ' cen.ters 
nor shall" any representative of such religious ·instruction cen· 
ter meet the child.reo on such premises to facilitat.e the opera
tion of either program. 

Governmental Aid to Religi,otlsly Controlled Schoois 

We are opposed to governmental aid to ,schools under the super
vision or (Qn~rol of any religious denomination or sect, whether 
Jewish, Protestant, or Catholic, including outfight subsidies, tfans
portation, text-books and ether supplies. We are nOf opposed to the 
use' of any school for the provision of lunches, medical and dental 
services to children. 

Closittg of Ptl.blic Sch~ols~ Ott Jewish Hi~h ' Holy Days 

It is our view that whether or not public scohools should be 
closed' on Jewish High Holy day.s is exclusively an administrative 
question to . be' decided. by the public school authol;ities in the light 
of their own 'judgment as ,t~ the advant~ges ~r disad~a~tages involved. 
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In some communities the public: school authorities might find that 
the large !lumber of absences of Jewish children and teacohers make' 
it impossible to engage in any fruitful: educar,ional work and therefore 
justifies keeping the schools closed in the interests of economy and 
efficiepcy. 'In other communities, .public SCh091 authorities may reach 
a different conclusion. In either event, .the Jewish c~mmunjty ·can 
'have no special interest in the decision . 

Therefore, we recon,.mend: 

1. It shquld ~ the concern of the Jewish c,?mmunity that no 
Jewish child or teaclier shall be penalized for remaining away 
from school on a Jewish r~ligious holiday. . 

2. That Jewish or:ganizations or leaders should not request the 
public school system to dose the schools on Jewish religious 
holidays. 

3. Where the public school system, as a matter of school admin. 
ist-ration, wishes to close the scohoois on Jewish holidays, and 
requests an opinion from Jewish organizations or Jewish ·com
munity leaders, no objection shou l'd ' be interposed by such 
Jewish representatives, provided the rec:ord is made clear that 
tbe decision was made purely for administrative reasOns and 
that the Jewish conununity has not requested. such action. 

Religien and . Public Policy 

Su"day ObSerVa1JCe lAws 

The principle of religious liber:iy is i~paired if any person is 
penalized for adhering to his religious beliefs, or for not adhering 
to ·any religious belief, so long as he does nor' interfere with the 
rights of others or 'endanger the pubric peace or sec~r·4Y, .. 



We believe chat compulsory Sunday obserVance laws violate chis 
principle, since chey involve .the use of scate power co compel persons 
to ,confol'm to or -to refrain from ptactices that find their basic sanction 
in _particular religious 'beliefs and teachings: 

Acrordingly, we oppose the enactment or expansion of com
Pl1lsory Sunday observance laws. We urge that at the very least 
'ex'isring Sunday observance ,laws be amended to exempt from their 
operation persons whose religious convictions compel them to obser·ve· 
a .day ocher than Sunday as a religious day of rest. 

We do nOt oppose, and indeed regard as salutary, laws requiring 
gainfully occupied persons to observe one day of rest in each , week. 
We hold, however, that ·the choice of ·the day to be so observed shoult! 
be a matter of individual-preference .. 

Religious Symbols -on P,,,blic Property 

We oppos~ the erection of religious statues or the placing of 
religious symbol~ on publidYoOwned property_ - Public .parks. city 
halls, govemmental Qffice buildings and similar premises are pur
(;hased and' maintained out of taxes imposed upon all persons, irrespec
,tive of their religious beliefs o~ affiliations. The presence on such 
premises of religious ,statues or symbols constitutes in effeer a dedi
cation of the premises to one.sect ,or creed, to the exclusion of others. 
The expenditure of governmental funds or the use of govemmental 
properry for religious purposes, moreover, is a serious impairment 
of the principle of separation 6f church and state. Experience has 
shown that the placing of religious' statues· or symbols on public 
properry divides the community along religi9us lines and' brings 

. about inte[religi~us disharmony and acriinony. 
These ,evils are substantj~lI"y aggravated ~Jien-- religious statues 

• Thil oppos;lion .d~ lIOI n"'nd 10 Ihe IPPIOPliale dnignalion of pilCH of ,el ig:OU1 wnflhip-on 
mili, .. , in~ .. II. rion:' ond in mhe. eltablilhmenn whe.e ,the m_enn. of I'<'lIon ... 1 ore ' H" ie,ed, 0. 
n'> ,he muking of g.avt'S wirh . ymbOl. of 'he .eliaiou. fai,'t, of 'he ·dec ... ~, 
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or symbols are placed on public' SGhool premises. In such cases; 
sensitive and defenseless children, rather than mature 'adulcs. are 
principally affected. Moreover, ane~dance at school is Lnot voluntary 
but is by (,ompulsion of law. To compel children to obtain- their 
secular education in an atmosphere charged with a religion violative 
of their beliefs is to deny them their ful .1 religious liberty as well as 
to breach the relationship of confidence and crUSt that should mark. 
their scho.01 experience. 

Qtlestion on Religion in U.5. Census 

We are opposed to the indusion in the federal census-of any 
questions regarding religious affi·liation or belief for the following 
reasons: 

(i) . The asking of such questions by 'census takers would be in 
violation of che constitutional ,guaranty of freedom of religion. The 
United States Supreme Court has expressly declared thar, under the 
freedom of religion provision of the Bill of Righcs, no person may 
be compelled to profess a belief or disbelief in any religion. Persons 
questioned by census takers are subject to conviction and punishment 
as criminals if they refuse to answer. However, even if the element 
of compulsion be eliminated, we would regard the asking of questions 
about religious affiliation or belief as violative of the Constitutional 
guaranty ~f religious freedom. 

(2) The asking of such questioqs would'violate the constitutional 
guaranty of the separation of church and state; for it would, in effect, 
make the federal government an agent of religious groups and employ 
government instrumenta"lities' for "hurch purposes . , 

(3) The asking of such questions would constitute an unwar
ranted infringement upon the privacy of Americans. In a totalitarian 
society no interest of the people is deemed outside the jurisdiction 
and concern of the state. In a demodacy, on the ocher hand, the state 
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has only such powers and suc:i:J 'judsdiction as are f.reely gramed ·to it 
by the pe0ple; certain aspects of the people's lives are held:inviolable; 
chief among these is the relation of man to his.Maker. In a democracy 
com'mined -to .che lsepa"n1.tiori· of church and state rhe religion. of the 
people .is not' a'proper subje(jt of governmem inquir.y. 

(4) 'The asl.f:ing of su~h q~estions would c.reate a dangerous 
. . J .. . 

precedent, the' wnsequences arid implications of .which cannot be 
anticipared\ For no years our governmem has refrained from indud~ 
ing quesiions concerning religion in the census, Abandonmem of this 
tradition would inevitably lea,d to further encroachments upon the 
liberties of Americans. 

Joint Advisory Committee 
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fornia; Baltimore Jewish Council; Jewish Community Council of MetropOlitan 
Boston; Jewi~h CommilnilY Council, Bridgeport, 'Conn.; Brooklyn Jewish Com
munity Council; Community Relations 'Committee of the Jewish Federation of 

Camden CoUnly, N.J.; Jewish· c;ommunity Federation, Canlon, Ohio; Cincinnati 
Jewish Community Council; Jewish Community Federation, Cleveland, Ohio; 
Cnnnfilicul Jewi .• h C.<lmm"ni,y Rd"linn~. Cnuncil; Jewish F"derlllinn nf Od,,_ 
ware; jewish' C~mmunilY Counc~I' of Metropolitan E>euoit; Eastern Union Cj>un;y, 
N.J. jewish Council; Jewish CommunilY Council of Essex Counly, New Jersey; 

Jewish ' Community Council of Flint, Mich.; Community Relations Committee of 
the Harlford (Conn.) Jewish Federalion; Indiana Jewish Community Relalions 
Council; Indianapolis Jewish Community Relalions Council; Jewish Community 
Council, Jacksonville, Fla.; Community Rehuions Bureau of th., Jewish Federa
lion and Council of Grealer K ... isas Cily; CommunilY Relulions Comm;lIec of the 
Los Angeles Jewish Community Council; Milwaukee Jewish COllncil; Minnesota 
Jewish Council; jewish Federalion of New Britain, Conn.; New Haven Jewish 
COmmUnllY Council; Norfolk Jewish Community Council; Jewis!J Community 

Council of Pellh Amboy, N.J.; .Philadelphia Jewish Community Relations Coun
cil; Jewish Community 'Relations Council, PittSburgh; Jewish Community Coun
cil, Rochester; Jewish 'CommunilY R"iations Council of St. Louis; Commuriity 
Rdlll;ons Council of SIIn Di.,go; San Frandl<'(.:O. J.,wi~h Community Reladons 
Council; Jewish CommunilY Council, Schenectady, N.Y.; Jewish Community 
'Council of Toledo; Jewish Communily lCouncil of Grealer Washington, (D.C.); 
jewish Community Relalions Council of llie Jewish Federation of Youngstown, 

Ohio. 
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Wltll tlte SIIHag(lgll( e(lIlHd! (1/ America£' 

The Synagogue Council of America is the united religious voice oC American Jewry, 

representing Orthodox, Conservative and Reform Judaism, Operating since 1926 "for the purpose 

of speaking and acting unitedly in furthering such religiolls interests as the CO;lstituent members 

have in common, " it aims to advance the idea of an over-all religious representation so directed 

that it will be conducive to the dignity, prestige and effectiveness of the synagogue i~ its broadest 

aspect. 

Speaking ~s it does for united American Jewry in all religious matters, the 8fna,gogue 

Council of Amerjca has been called upon Cor many and varied tasks and functions. The "Collowing 

are some of the areas of diversified activity in which the Synagogue Council of America has 

represented American Jewry. 

GOVERNMENTAL L[AlSON WORK 

Outstandingly important is the work which the Synagogue Council of America carries out 

on bE"half of organized religiOUS life at the request of the American Government. Within the past 

few years the .Synagogue Council of America has been asked to participate in such matters as the 

following: 

• To provide the religious liaison officer for th:e American Military Government in 

Germany 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

To represent the American Jewish body in Civil Defense preparations 

To ·testify at hearings concerning the McCarran-Walter Bill 

To testify at hearings concerning FEPC legislation 

To testify at Senate hearings concerning the genocide bill 

To participate in State Oepartment discussions concerning various matters relating 

to German rehabilitation 

It is of interest to note that in all cases our representatives undertook these trips at their 

own expense. The only activity in which the Synagogue Council of America was partially sub

sidized (from the Joint Distribution Committee) was in the matter of providing the religious 



represen~ative in Germany. When t hat subsidy stopped, the activity was suspended. Since that 

time, as a result of the shortage of funds , much good work that had been accomplished heretofore 

in the matter of Gern;an-American ~ewish relationships has gone to waste an~ at the present time 

there is a serious impairment in German Jewish s piritua l rehabilitation . 

INTER-RELIGIOUS WORK 

Even greater than goverrunental demands upon o ur energies are those made upon our 

resources by the .many "Chrlstiall" religious and civic bodies. There is hardly a worth while 

""communal. activity with religious implications to which the Synagogue Council of America is not 

invited for full" participation. The following are but a few of the most important inter-religious 

activities in which the Synagogue Cou ncil of America has been asked to share responsibility along 

with the Catholic and Protestant groups: 

• Sponsorship .with International Council of Religious Education of the National Family 

Week 

• PartiCipation in the Religion in American 'LiCe program 

• Cooperation with the National Council of the Churches of Christ and the National 

Catholic Welfare Conference in j"oint proclamations on peace, social justice, etc . 

• Our personnel is continually being invited for active partiCipation in the religious 

acJivities of tlie Boy Scout and Girl Scout organizations. 

• As a result of many TV and radio appearances made by our' personne~ "on interfaith 

programs, thousands of requests for se r mons are made. These sermons are reprinted and 

mailed at" our 'expense. 

It is of importance to note that our people cannot attend all the conferences and con-

venti'o ns to which they are invited because of the lack of funds; and many requests for sermons 

fOllowing the broadcast s cannot be filled for similar reaso ns. In adpition, due to the serious 

lack of funds, the Jewish aspect of Church-Synagogue work always lags behind the more dynamic 

and well financed programs of our C h r istian neighbors. 

The Synagogue Council of America" is the "recognized agency in the eyes of the American 

Government (Department of Justice) in the matter of chaplain personnel for federal "pemi.l institutions . 

25 federar prisons ~re " being servic~d at the present time: by the Synagogue c"o~ncil" of America. 

More than anything "else, this "re'spo nsibility mea~s a " continual n~~ of r"eligious arti~les and "" 
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printed matter from our office as requested by the respective chaplains. Where the Christian 

inmates are provided for in 3: o:ost liberal fashion, the Synagogue Council of America very often 

finds itself forced to delay fulfilling ' the re quest of a chaplain becaus,e of. the lack of funds. 

RELIGIOUS·- INFORMATION SERVICE 

Since the Synagogue Council of Ame rica speaks for all the rabbinical and lay bodies of 

organiz:ed religious life in America, it i s o nly natu ral that we s hould be constantly taxed with 

request s for information, material and services . If t he Synagogue Council of America were 

properly e quipped to provide satisfactory fulfillme nt of t he demands made upon it, it could 

r ender a much greater service fo the thousands of J e ws who a r e co ntinually turning to it for 

a ssistance in innumerable ways. It will suffice to mention he r e some of the most consistent and 

costly projects which the Synagogue Council of Ame r ica has been carrying on for many years: 

• Furnishing Jewish calendar chart s to educationa l , industrial and governmental 

i nstitutions for guidan ce on dates of Holy Days a.nd festivals (25,000 yearly) 

• Requests for s e rmons a nd speeches ma de by r ep resentatives of the Synagogue 

Council of America .at various celebrations a nd public gatherings 

• The Synagogue Council of America has been c harged with the preparation of Jewish 

religious exhibits at · every World's Fair since 1926. Should any important exhibition take place 

in the very near future, the Synagogue Council of America would not find itself in a position to 

p r oduce a worth.whlle display. 

Many of our men have written excellent articles in many fields of Jewish cultural and 

religious life. Most important in this regard have been those articles which refer to Christian 

misunderstanding of Jewish values. T he request for these reprints has always exceeded our 

financial ability to comply with them. Failure to distribute this material leaves the inquirer 

t hat much less prepared to ans we r attacks . and insinuations by. people of ill will. 

We must remember that there are always being m .ade fresh attempt,s on the part of over

zealous religious b9dies to in troduce religion in our educational institutions. The Synagogue 

Council of America is t herefo r e always u nde r p ressure to wage relentless battle against those 

who. would seek.to unite Church 'and school , in opposition to the ideals of American democracy. 

The Synagogue Council ,of America however i.s n.ot capable of dOing the best possible ' job, because 

the lack of funds makes impossible . the p roper t ype of .public .r elations program . 
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ACTIVITIES ON BEHALF OF WORLD JEWRY 

• The Synagogue Council of America initiated the idea of having the Fast Day of th" lOth 

of Teveth accepted by world Jewry as a day of mourning for the Jewish victims of Nazi brutality. 

The idea was heartily approved by the r&.bbinate of Israel and the major EUropean Jewish, com-

munities, and the Synago gue Council of America was charged with the responsibility of drawing up a 

memorial service appropriate for ~I1, types of congregations. So tremendous was the dem,nd for the 

printed service that the Synagogue ;Council of America was caught completely unpr~pared for this 

deluge of requests and to this very day has not been able to prepare the necessary quantities of 
! 

desired reprints. 

• The same is the case with the religious service prepared by the Synagogue Council of 

Am e rica for the celebration of the Israeli Day of Independence . Here too the service drawn up 

was found so appropriate that the requests for copies have always 'outstripped our ability to supply 

the demand. I " 
, 

• When the UNESCO comini:ssion 'of the United Nations was formed, the FIRST Jewish body , 
:. : 

in,vited to serve on the United State·s delegation was the Synagogue Council of America. To~ay it is the 

onl;)' body that speaks for Jewish religious life in the deliberations of the Commission, while B'nai 

B'rith presents the lay view. 

CONCLUSION 

The Jewishpeople occupies the honorable pOSition that it does in 'world affairs and thoJlght 

bec a u se of its preeminent religio',ls coritributions to mankind. It is for our religious contributions 'to 

humanity that we shall continue to be honored. The non-Jewish world esteems very highly Jewish 

religious opinion and fortunately for American Jewry it ciolfi speak, through the Synagogue Council or 

America, with a voice or" united strength. 

American J~wry has long sought the ideal of unity. Many attempts have been made to 

unite various Jewish bodies, who, by virtue of their common interest and aims, should logically work 

under a single standard. Most of these n~ble efforts. have failed . The one enduring example of 

joint activity wherein major unifying elements take precedence over the less important elements 

or divisiveness has been and continues to be the Synagogue Council of America. Properly en-

coura ged by American Jewry, the Synagogue Council of America, in the noble traditions or our 

religious heritage, can lead the way to the greater unification and strengthen~ng of American 

Jewish life. 
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THE SECRETARY 0 ... STATE 

......... _TOH os, D.C, DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

In reply refer to 
Ole 

My dear Rabbi Goldstein: 

WASHINGTON 

August 16, 194-6 

House Joint Resolution No. 305, authorizing participation by the United States In the United Nati~ns 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), was signed by President Truman on July 30, 
194-6. The President then stated, "UNESCO will summon to service in the cause of peace the forces of edu
cation, science, learning and the orea tive arts, and ·the agencies of . the filzp., the radio and the printed 
word through which knowledge and ideas are dU'fus,ed among mankind." 

The legislation provides for the formation of a National Commission of one hundred persons, to serve 
as an advisory body to the Department of State. The Commission will con,sist of (a) not more than sixty 
representatives designated by each of sixty principal national voluntary organizations interested in edu_ 
cational, sc;1.entif1c and cultural ·matters. and (b) not more than forty outstanding persons selected by 
the Department of State. 

Under this legislation the Department of state is authorized to name in the first instance fifty of 
the principal national voluntary organizations, the remaining ten organizations to be selected by the 
Commission itself. 

It gives me pleasure to designate your organization as one of the first fifty organizations . Your 
confirmation of this designation by the Department of state, includ.1ng the name of the individual who will 
now represent 'you on the National Commission, will be appreciated as soon as possible. It is important to 
have your nomination not later than August 30, inasmuch as it i6 desired to announce the full panel of 
members early in September, and as it will be necessary to call the first meeting of the Commission in 
Washington not later than Sep,tember 23. 

I trust that the representatives of the first fifty organizations viII be_ not only persons dis
tinguished in their "fields and d~voted to the advancement' of internat·i~nal pea~~ through educational, 
scientific and cultural cooperation, but also individuals disposed to give the necessary time and at
tention to the ,establishment and conduct of the Co~ssion" It is expected that the C~mm1ssion, which ~111 
advise the government and serve as a link with national private organizations in matters relating to 
UNESCO; will meet at least once and perhaps twice yearly. In add.1tion, its memllers may "be called upon to 
serve as members of the executive and other committees necessary for the discussion and conduct of mat
ters relating to the activities of the OrganizatIon. 

A list of the fIfty organizations named by the Department is enclosed, . together with the text of the 
Joint Resolution and a copy of the pamphlet, uThe Defenses of Peace, Part I.1t This latter, I am sure, 
will interest you. The letter of trans~ttal to the Secretary of State will show you the importance the 
Department attaches to UNESCO and I particularly recommend to you the report of Mr. Archibald MaoLeish, 
Chairman of the United States Delegation sent to London last November, 

Enclosures: 
1". List of appointed organizations. 
2. H. J. Res; No. 305. 
3. Pamphlet . 

Rabb1 Herbert S. Goldstein, preside,nt, 
Synagogue Council of America, 

607 West 161st Street, 
New York 32, ,N,ew York. 

Sincerely yours. 

For the Acting Secretary of State: 

.~~'Q-,~ 
W1lliam Benton 

Assistant Secretary 



I. 

ORGANIZATIONS INVITED TO DESIGNATE REPRESENTATIVES 
FOR APPOINn.lENT ro THE 

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC, AND CULTURAL COOPERATION 

1. American Association for Adult Education 
2. American Association f or the Advancement of Science 
3. American ,Association of Museums 
4. American Association of University Professors 
5. American Assocla~lon of University Women 
6. American Book Publishers Council 
7. American Committee for t he International Union of Local 

Authorities 
8. American Council of Learned Societies 
9. American Council on Education 
10. American Farm Bureau Federation 
11. American Federation of Arts 
12. American Federation of Labor 
13. American Federation of Teachers 
14. American Institute of Architects 
15. American Library Association 
16. American Philosophical Society 
17. American Society for Engineering Education 
18. American Society of Newspaper Editors 
19. American Teachers Association 
20. Association of American Law Schools 
21: Association of American Medical Colleges 
22. Associated youth Serving Organizations, Inc. 
23. Association for Education by Radio 
24. Association of American Colleges 
25';" Chamber of Commerce of the United States 
26. Committee for Economic Development 
27. Congress for Industrial Organization 
28. Cooperative League of the U.S.A. 
29. Educational Film Library Association 
30. Farmers Educational and Cooperative Union of America 
31. Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America 
32. General Federation of Women's Clubs 
33. MOtiOn Picture Association of America, Inc. 
34. National Academy of Sciences 
35. National Association for the . Advancement of Colored Peoples 
36. National Association of Broadcasters 
37. National Catholic Educational Association 
38. National Catholic Welfare Conference 
39. National Congress of Parents and Teachers 
40. National Editorial Association 
41. National Education Association 
42. National Grange 
43. National League of Women Voters 
44. National Musical Council 
45. Natipnal Publishers Association, Inc. 
46. National Research Council 
47. National Social Welfare Assembly 
48. Social Science Research Council 
49. Society of Inde endent Motion Picture Producers 
O. Synagogue Council of America 
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RABBI SIMON G. KRAMER 
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SAMUEL ROTHSTEIN 
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W ILLIAM WEISS 
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.CHARLES P. KRAMER 
11"-.0'.', Stt""", 
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RABBINICAL COUNCIL 
Of AMERICA 

RABBINICA L ASSEMBLY 
O F AMERICA 

<:ENTR AL CONFERENCE 
Of AMERICAN RABB IS 

UNION OF ORTHODOX 
JEWISH CONGREGATIONS 

UNITED SYNAGOCUE 
OF AMERICA 

UNION OF AMERIC:AN 
HEI'IREW C:ON(;REGATIONS 

f5ynagogue Gouncil of america 
3785 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 32, N. Y. 

Dear Colleaguec 

WAdsworth 6-8930 

R.ABBI HIRSCH E. L. FREUND 
£",.II/ir·, D;"ilo, 

October 25, 1949 

"Religion in American Life" i~ the name of an 
under taking for the month of November, sponsored 
jointly by the Federal Council of Churches, the 
Synagogue COWlcil of America and eigh teen other 
national religious bodies. The Advertising Council 
has made its services available to provide an out
standing publicity program "to impress upon everyone 
the importance of religion and religious institutions 
and to awaken in every individual an awareness of bis 
own responsiblli ty to attend and suppo·rt the church 
or synagogue of his choice." 

The President of the United States and Mr. 
Charles E. Wilson, Chairman of the lay committee of 
RIAL - Religion in American Life - will open this 
national campaign with a four network radio broad
cast, followed by the utilization of every mas~ medium. 

Tied in with the national program will be vaFled 
activities in each local community . I warmly recommend 
your participation in .this project, which must be of 
benefit to all religious bodies. 

BJB:bh 



.DOII~ .. OI'J'IClAl. = .... U .. ,co. ......... TO 

THE SECRU" JlY OF I!IT"TE 
w ..... """ ... _ ",D"C, 

In reply refer to 
PL 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

JanUSI7 29, 1951 

~ dear Rabbi Ba~berger; 

It "SS a great pleasure to have you at the meeUng on January 
1; Bnd t.b,e Secretary has aaked me to exp~ss his appreciation for 
your interest in coming. 

You wlll recall that 8 number of questions were mentioned that 
could usefUlly serve as a focus of pub1ic discussion. I 8m enclosing 
a list of some of those that were referred to. 

We are hoping, in response to the " request of many of those who 
attended the meeting, to have a "second one-day conference probably 
on February 16. SO!'De of the topics that we hope to consider are:. 
current problems with respect to the fUddle East and the Far East, 
agenda of the Washington Confe rence of March 22 of the Foreign 
M1nisters of the American Republics, problems of foreign .military 
and econondc assis t ance, overseas information problems, and pro
blems of presenting the issues in the present world struggle. 

A formal notice ,,111 be sent to you with further details of 
the agenda. In the future, mee tinge wlll be devoted more to r~
celving the views of those who att...end with a rniIilmum of presenta
tion by Department officers. 

I hope you lOtIill let me know if you have any ideas concerning· 
the agenda for future :neetinf s or suggestions as to how such meet
ings can be made inc res s i ngly useful to the organization which yoou 
represent. 

Sincerely y ours, 

Enclosure. 

Francis H. Russell 
Director 

Office of Public Affairs 

RabbI Bernard J ~ Bamberger, President, 
Synagogue Council of America, 

no West Forty ... second Street, 
New York, New York. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 8, 1952 

My dear Friends: 

It is most grat i fying to hear that the three religious faiths you 
represent are preparing together for the observance of National Family r.'eek, 
May 4 to 11, 1952. This annual, cooperative effort of the Jewish, Protestant, 
and Catholic faiths to focus attention on the importance of the American home 
has my unqualified support. 

For the present, and perhaps for years to come, we as a Nat~on must 
give special attention to the need for protecting' our beloved country from 
those who see in our way of life a threat to their selfish purposes. In dOing 
so, it is essential that we understand correctly the nature of our "task. 
Without the guidance of God and without such spiritual qualities within our
selves as courage, honor, unselfishness~ steadfastness, ideall3:ll and love, the 
ablest of our military, political and industrial leaders cannot give us peace. 

It is in the family, in the wonderful security of loving, wholesome 
' relationships between mothers and fathers and children that we are first taught 
to seek divine guidance. I am not unaware of the fact that many families in 
the United States today are facing problems which made it difficult for them 
to give children the spiritual insights which are, literally, the breath of 
life. I have faith that our people will know how to deal with these problems. 
It is their right, as citizens, to work together to meet the basic needs of 
their own and their neighbors I families. Herein lies the fundamental difference 
between us and the "totalitarian countries. 

One of the most important out canes of National, Family Week next May 
should be a renewed feeling of responsibility, in communities throughout our 
land, for action which will strengthen family living. In furthering this 
action, people everywhere will be inspired by the knowledge that the three 
great churches of America -- Jewish, Catholic and Protestant -- are finding 
a common religiOUS motivation in their devotion to our country and to the 
famiiies which generate the moral power of our democracy. 

Rabbi Hirsch E. L. Freund, 
Synagogue Council of America, 

Reverend .Edgar ' M. Schmiedeler, O.S.B., 
National Catholic Welfare Conference, 

Reverend Richard E. Lentz, 

Very sincerely yours; 

National Council of the ChUrches of Chr"ist in the U.S.A . 

\ 

i 
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THe S£CAl!:TA AY OF. STATE 

W .. IH'HaTON, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

In reply refer :to 
PL 

Dear Rabbi Kramer: 

April 3, 1952 . 

The Department of state invites you to attend .a National 
Conference on U.S. Foreign Policy, to be held in the Depart
ment on May 6, 7 and 8, 1952. We have endeavored to give you 
ample notice of these conference dates in the hope that you, 
personally, can arrange to attend . If it is not possible for 
you to take part , however, you may designate a member of your 
organization to represent you in these discussions. 

In planning the agenda, we have tried to .take into con
sideration the suggestions of organizations at the closing 
session of the conference in the autumn, as well as those we 
secured in our follow-up mail1ngo We have cut down on the 
number of maj~r speeches allowing longer periods for questions 
and answers and for round tables . So that we may further 
meet your needs, will you please submit to us, not later than 
April 14 any specific questions you would like included in 
the round table discussions. 

Since hotel accomodat1ons ~are becoming very scarce in 
Was~ington! we recommend that you make your reservations 
directly wlth a hotel as far in advance as possible. 

We would appreciate having the enclosed Pre-Conference 
Registration Form filled out and returned to us as soon as 
possible . Since the auditorium has space for only two 
hundred people, it will be necessary to issue registration 
cards to the first two hundred persons who return the Pre
Conference Registration Form. 

Sincerely yours, 

~::, .. ;..., ///{Z, aU ... 

Francis H. Russell 
Director 

Office of Public Affairs 
Enclosures. 

Rabbi Simon G. Kramer, 
Synagogue Council of America, 

110 W. 42nd Street, 
New York, Ne'W York. 
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Pre/Hired by 
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R.bbi- Edw.rd T. S.ndrow, Ch.i ,m ... 
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MAY7.1., 1950 



NATIONA L FAi\l IL\ ' " \lEEK is a "i tal can· 
tri bution to Ollr democratic society. h comes 
at a time when the \\t)rld commu ni ty is in 
the midst of a "cold war." H uman con Ricts, 
diSCOnTen t, fr iction, an xiety have become 
the concomi tants of this atomic era. l Ve 

need the vast resources of knowledge in lhi~ 
world as well 3S social visio n to cope with 
mankind's problems. "Ve must unite th e ( 

medical, ed ucational, sociologica l and spirit· 
ual forces of the commu nity a'1d beg in at 
the root of society - the homes of th is land 
a nd the world. 

It is ax iomatic by now that the family is 
lhe basic social un it. The home is [he firsi. 
mOl,l lder of character. It is in the home that 
the child receives its elemem ary t raining in 
"social g ive and take." Psych iatrists and 
marriage cou nsellors tell us that the emo-
tional tensions and :leurotic symptoms of 
people ca n be traced to the instability of a 
father o r the immaturity of a mOlher. Mal· 
adjustments due to economic strain, fear 
a nn ignora nce ha\'e \o'Tccked marriages and 
have broken homes. Every ti me this happens 
a dem is made in. LIle social structure of 
Amcri.ca. Such social damage leads to neg· 
ative behavior, to the crowding of reforma
tories, to the I)reakdown of homes and 
neigh borhoods. It is necessa ty, therefore, to 
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combine e" ery possible skill to d~al with the 
complexities mal go into the process of 
marriage, the rearing of children, the creat
ing o f a home, the conserving o[ a famil y. 
The parent, the ph )'sidan, the sociologist. 
the educator, the social worker all have a 
r~ l e 10 pl:W in this serious task. 

tn addition. the spiritual idcals inherent 
in religion must round Out the pattern of 
the fam ily. With thcm, luch values as love, 
sa nctity, purity, stabil ity, responsibility of 
parents and children, companionship, fa· 
mi lial happiness dcvelop cnriched signifi
cance. 

Judaism has always stressed the integrity 
of the family inSliultion. From ancient days 
to our o\\'n the [amily has contribu ted to 
its perpetuation. It has been both a s0-

cia lizing and spiritualizing agency" in the
life of the indi"idual Jew_ 

National Family Week re-emphasizCs 
these profou nd val ues. l£ l\'e are to progress 
affirn13tivcly :u a demOCrdtlC fotce in the 
world • .-\merica must renc,\-' its devotion to 
the concept of the "dignity of man." That 
dignity and that worth stem from well ad
justed ind ividu als who aTe products of well 
integrated homes and citizens of happy 
families. ' 0" 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Home 
\Ve recomlliend that members of the falll 

i1y gather together rn liSlen to broadcasts 
presented by religious orga ni1.3lions ami 
Ol her groups during National Famil y , ·{Ted:.. 
T elecasts and dramatic perform:mces are 
being planned. l\'lembcrs of a fami ly ca n ( 
make good use of these 5pecial programs by 
discussi ng the p roblems prese nted and ana· 
lyz ing their releva nce La each and every 
home. SOlUe special fam ily obsen'ance of a 
relig iolls characler or in the nal ure of a 
rCl lIl ian is also suggested. 

II 
Synagogue Service 

\ Ve recommend a Famil)' Sen'icc duri ng 
N ati onal Family Week . This service should 
be de\'olcd 10 marriage and family life. 
There is ample material in Bi blica l a,nll 
~ahbinic li leratUre Cor group reading. It is 
urged Ih,at pa rCIllS and children panicipate 
in the sen-icc IXllh individua ll y and OOllec·
t i\'el y and th at the sermon be focused on -
National Family Week_ 

III 
Youth Groups 

We recomme nd t hat sy nagogues, com· 
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Illuni t), centers, Y·s. scnJemc'nt hotlses ar
range programs for th~ir )'oung J>wple. 
CILlI.J~, fralcrnitics. sororities, high school 
departm ents of sy nagogues and junior con
grega t ions should he encouraged to hold 
discuss ions ro n the topics suggested in this 
leaflC!t. There arc fi lms and \' i511:11 aids avail 
able: and the li l.era ture · suggested in this 
p:'II'11phle t can be used as a basis for discus-
sion _ 

IV 
Melttin9 of Men's end Women', O rg enilltions 

\ Ve rec0mlllenci that ' Vomen's grOll ps and 
Men's Clu bs in srnagogtle5 anel centers SCt · 
aside separate or joint meeti ngs for a dis
(:us.~ion of the faillily in Ollr time. It would 
be conducive to much fruitful thinki ng j[ 

:u least one llleeLing were Ilehl together. 

V 
Follow-up Progrems 

\-\'c recommend that synagogues, com· 
m~nit)' centers, and fraternal organizations 
plan follow-up programs. These programs 
may take the form of <I) Work-shops (2) 
leclUre se ries (3) Sludy.grollps or institutes. 
Not on ly should these programs be weU 
limed and organ,l1.ed, bill the leaders, 
speakers and counsellors be chosen fo r their· 
training. experience and competency in (he 
fi eld of marriage and ramil y life. 
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COMMUNITY CONCERNS IN NATIONAL 
FAMilY WEEK 

National Fami ly ' Veek is sponsored by 
t he variolls rel igious denominations. h is 
or sLich nationa l sign ifica nce that civic, 
edu cational and social age ncies togeth'er 
" 'itll the rel igiol.'S commu nions must co
operate in ra ising the 5landa rds of famil y 
life. 

I. The fami l), ca n be a force for p~nce 
in this world . The fear of :nomic war(are 
and the prolongat ion of the "cold war" 
ha ve affected the thinki ng o f mill ions. The 
famil y alone ca n g ive child ren the kind of 
love and secu ri ty ' '''hich would slTengthen 
morale and b reak. dow n anxieties and 
prejudices. T he home is a mi niature UN. 

2. The home ca n help cu rb juvenile 
delinquency which has increased in recelll 
~·cars . U nstable, u nsett led and unhappy 
home cand idons arc a facto r in the r ise of 
such negat ive beha dor. What is needed pri
mari ly is to develop homes wh ich are srable, 
responsible and happy_ Pa rents mllst be 
educated to accep t .th eir obl igatiom. T hey 
must not escape responsibil ities to their 
ch ild ren. They must not over-protect the ir 
o ffspr ing; neither must ther neglect them . 
Comradesh ip and warmth m ust be a con
t inuing process from the crad le to matu rity. , 



3. It is Lhe lotal cO:1I11Zunil)' which shares
in lhe dC\'c!opment of the ind iv idu al. 1\10 
socia l or educational agency has a monopo ly 
on the personali ty of the individual. Nor 
can any communal organ izatio n isolate 
itself f~om the nced~ of the' men, WOllle n 

an d ch ild ren who make up ~he comm unit y. 
The family has much to gai n from the 
schools, lhe health agenci es, lhe recreational 
fac ilities and the religious institu tions of a 
commu nity. Com mu nit y c~uncils, all labor
ing as democratic uni ts, can help integr:ue 
and make \"ital the famil }'. 

4. Co ndition ing and training youth for 
slIccess/tll mmTiage needs to be realized as 
a (;ominuillg, unfolding process. Mall Y [a(;· 
tors enter into such de\'elopment. A child 
must be given a sense of belo nging and a 
feeling of self-esteem. Such care and alIec· 

. (ion make emotional security possi ble. The 
journey through adolescence requires spe· 

, cial anemion and guidance. H armon y in 

the home, wholesome social opportun ities, 
econom ic security, training for a proper 
vocation, warm and insp iring relig ious in· 

fluences, a genu ine understand ing of love 
and its relation to one's mate, adequate 

prep~rat iori fo r marriage arc indispensable 
ractors in the bu il d ing of lhe famil y. 
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TOPICS' FOR DISC USSION 

I. Wh y has the Jew a universal reputation 
for strong Fami ly Life? 

a. Jewish family ideals through the ages 
b. Child rearing and Jewish education 
c. MULUal r~spect and integrity' 
d. Fami ly com patibil ity 

2. Arc JewIsh fami ly relations changing? 
a, Following the pattern of the envi"ron

IllCnl 

b. Social cha nges and increase ?f di
\"orce 

c. Dissoltuion of socia l restraints and 
cus toms 

d. The new Slatu$ of women 

3. Meet ing the 'Problems of Toda y 
a. Need for edu cat io n in marriage 
b. Steps to mij lurilY in lo\"c and sex 
c. Pre-marital Conferences anel Family' 

Counselling Centers 
d. Com lll ll':lit}' programs for paren t cd- ' 

llcation 

4. The fou ndations of family Lire 
a. The lega t con tract 
b. Economic adjustment and security 
c. Biological foundat ions 
d. Psychologica l factors 
e. Religious customs and ethical ideals 
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5. The Contribu t ion of the Fami ly to a 
Democratic·Society 

a. Del'e loping th t: personali! )' of memo 
bers 

b. Education in democrat ic procedures ' 
c. Equipment for participation in life 

of state· 

6. How can the Synagog'ue Contr ibute to. 

the Je'l'ish Home? . 
,I. Worship as a cohcsi"e force 
b. Spi r irual message as a guide to 

higher Jiving 
c. Celebration of holidays 
d . The common oond o(T orah and the 

moral law 
e. Organization of Young !\'iarricd 

Couple groups 

7. J ewish Community Org~[lization and 

the Fami ly 
a. Tota l resources needed for strength· 

ening of fa mily 
b. 1)lace 0(. rabbi~. social lI'orkers, ,Psy· 

chiatrists, center workers, educators 
c. Unity of commu nity and ~siti\'e ef· 

feet on home 
d . Leisu re ti me agencies, paren\s an4 

youth , 



S. What a Well Integrated Fami]" i\ l ust 
Have 

a. Economic securi ty 
b. )" Iental Health and Emotional Sta

bili ty 
c" Parell t-child affection 
d. Spiritu al and physical maturity 

SOURCE MATERIAL 
The following is a list· of J ewish and 

Ceneral references which may be used ill 

developi ng a p rogram for the obscn'ancc of 
Nationa\ Family Week: 
A H~ndbook of J udaism. by ... reyer W:u:fl\:l.n, rart I, 

ChJ.pter V, (Bloch Publishing Company, New 
York Ci t)') . 

The Fa mily in Time of Crisis. by S~muel H . Mark
O\\'i\1 (National Federatioll of Temple Sister-
hoods. Cincinnn;) . 

J ewish Family Life and l eu' ish Su rvil'31 , by Samuel 
Glasner (Union of American Hebrew Congrega. 
tions , Cincinnati) 

J ewish Fa mil y Life, by Sidnc;y E.. Hocni:; (Union of 
Orthodox Jewish Congregations, New York Cit}') 

Uride and Croom , A Manual for ~ Ia rriage. by Albert 
I. Gordon (The United Synagogue of Amerio. 
New York City) 

The Rabbi and the Pre-Unital lrlten·iew. lw 
Arnold A. L:Ul:cf (Conservative Jndaism, Vol. Vi, 
Nos. 2·5. 5080 Broad,,'ay. Ne\~ \orl; City) 

The Meaning of Ma"iage and the Foundat ions of 
the Family. by Sidney E. Goldstein (Bloch Pub· 
lishin:; Company. New York City) 

The Jewish Woman. 00. Leo Jung (Bloch Publish· 
ing Co .• New York City) 

The Three rillars. by·Deborah M. Mela med (Worn · 
en'l League of the Uni ted Synagogue of Amerio . 
New York City) 
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Planning a _j ewish Home, by the Committee on 
"'~rri~ge, Jamity .and Home (Centr.l.l Conference 
of Amerion RalJIJis, Maron, Georgia) 

J US t a~d pU r:lble I':lrenu , by j :lmes Lee El lenwood 
(So;ribner) 

We the I'arents, by Sidonie M. Gruenberg (Harper) 
Personal Problems of .£.\"e rydar Life. by Tn\"is and 

Baruch (0 . AppWon·Centu'1') 
Before Y Oll Marry, by Syl .. anus DUI'all (Assodat ion 

Press) 
Conserving Marriage and the Family. by Ernes t R . 

Crol't:$ (MacMillan) 
CuideJX>5l'; to Mental H c::: lth. Pamphlets issued IJ )' ' 

N. Y. Sta le Dept. of Mental Hygiene 
~la l e and Fem:lle, or ~!J'1Pret Me:ld (WilI i:lm 

Morro\\' Company, New York Cit)·) 
RL"So!l'ing Social Confliel!l. by Kurt Lewin (H" TJ>cr) 

ORGANIZATIONS 
The fo llowing publish p~llIphlclS. read· 

ing lists and other material for distribl1lion 
which " 'ill be fu rnished uPon request; 

:\mericn Instilllte of F:lmity Rebtions. 607 S . . H iII 
Slrtel. Los Angeles. CalifoTni:l 

:\~~ciation for Family Li,i ng. 28 E. j ackson Bl vd .. 
ChiClgo. m. 

Centr:,1 Conference of AmeriCln Rabbi~. Cindnll" li . 
Oh io 

Child Study Assod:ltion , 221 Wesl !"i7th St., Nel~ 
York City 

Children'S Burelu. Department of L100r, Washing. 
ton. O. "C. 

Je\\"i ~h Famil)' Service-~OI'lSultalion Cenler-500 W . 
58th 51.. New York City 

Family Service Associ:Hion, 19z uSingtoo A\"e., New 
York Cil)' 

. :\'~l ion,, 1 Conferellce on Family Life. Inc .. 10 E. 
40th 51.. New York 16. N. Y. 

l'l~nned Parenthood Federation of AmeriCl. 501 
Madi~n !\I·e., New York 22, N. Y. 

Uuion of Orlhodos jewi~h Congrqj-ltions. 50; 
lho.1(h,·ar , Nel,· Yor l.: .. 
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TYPICAL PROGRAM 

iI . Biblical Readings 
Leviticus X IX: i -IS or 
Deuteronomy VI: 1-9 or 
Psalm 24 

b. Selected readings from the Prayer Book 
c. Chosen readings Crom Source Material 
d. Sermons or Addresses on 

'; i\'farriage in a. Restless World" 
"The Divorce Rate and the Family" 
"T he Slatus of ' ,Voman -and th e 

Home" 
"Family Traditions in Judaism" 
-"The Home as a Social and Spiritua l 
Agency" . 

"The American Jewish Home of Tn
morrow" 

e. Discussion or Question Period 

Publ iJhed by 

-SYNAGOGUE ' COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
OFFICERS 

R~bh i n. J. B:unbcr,::er Mr. Samuel Rothstein 
Prtlidcn/ . TreaJurtT 

Rahhl Simon G. Kramer Mr. William W ein 
Vice- Presiden t Recording Secretary 

Rahlli Norman Salit Mr. Charles P. Kramer 
Piet·President Honorary Secre /ll ry 

Rabbi Hi,'Sd ! E. L. Freund 
£."ec"li~ Director 

.-lddili{)nli l r,oJ!i~s may ilt J"cur<;d at 5/ t ad. /0"0 111 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCi l Of AMERICA 
110 Wnl .U"d SI ... I • ~ . ... Yo'~ II , ~, Y. 

BRy."t ' .2M7 
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THE FAMILY-KEYTO HUMAN RELATIONS 

A PER.. .. ON must feel d1:lt he belongs s,omtc 

where. Life is social and people are born 

I 
!. 

to be social. The basic unit for this (oopera- I 
live impulse in man is' [he fa mi ly. What 
the n is .the family? It is the community of 
parents and children. It is the "home. 1t is .J.. 
the place where people lo\'c and are loved 
- where th e), are mutually stre ngthe ned . 
H ome is' \vherc the infam learns to walk, 
thi nk , tal k and care for himself. It is \\·hcrc 
mothers and fathers raise children , and 
where all joiilHy and h,armoniulIsly cnrich 
their own lives in the ma turing process of 
spiri tual and cultural growth. 

These are days in which the home alld ' 
family should be the mOSt vital .~ labiJi ling . 
agency for the commun ity. Slate and world. 
YCt. tensions and anxieties invade this safe 
Ilubo r of society. War in K.orea . military 
service and economic u nrest tend 10 llIuler· 
mine the family unit. Di vorce, and the tend
ency tn ·escape the re~ponsi bilities of home 
life indicate a lowered respect for d.le fam il y 
in certain circles. For some, hcime ·"o"flcn be· 
c·omes merely "a .pIa Cf; to sleep in .... Olher~ 
follow malerialistic conceptS in which lhe 
famil y is looked upon a~ a hypocritica l reli c 
of a bygo,le er:l. . 

N:lliona l Fami ly Week i ~ :l good nppor. 
Hlllity 10 renew o ur faith in th e f:llu il y and 
the best that it implies. The fmte ri ng o f 
~t rfmg and ha ppy famil y life is still lhe hasi.~ 
for ollr hope in the fut ure wel l.he i!):,:- of our 
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sudety. ·Th.: hUJllc (.ul ,tilltiCS Lo be lhc place 
\\·hcre childre" ;l1Id aJults rcecil'c thc ncces
sal')' eour;l g'c am.1 SIiSlellanc.:c which people 
[lecu for bou), amI spiri t. It is thc social 
agency whcre w;lI"I u tli anti de vot ion initiall y 
l.!elp dcvell)p the hUlllan 1',,:n;oll:.l ity, I"hi. II 
iil llIrll makes it heLLer cOJII"lH1 n it~, and 

" world . It i ,~ the p] ;I(,C wherc powerfl d il1l1l1-
C II CCS for g~1 call ue l ramferred lO succecd-
.i ng gC,neralions, . ' 

The I'res idc lll o f tilt:; Uniled Slales in his 
pnlclaili alic III for Natio nal Family Week 
cJHphas i ~,es lhe ~anClity of lin; family for lhe 
good or l\llIerit;a. He also takes c9gll,izancc: 
of the other <lgcncics in the community 
,whh:;h-, LOgether with th e homc. can llIake 
for a strong ~ieLy_ Among [hem arc lhe 
schools and rel ig ious instil,utions. Jud aism 
lias consta ntl y stressed this unhreilkahlc ,Hid, 
I[eces. .... ry rc:la Liollship. 

,I ews ha ve always 1J(.'C1l aWOlre of lh e 
unique va lue of the r~ lIIil )' . lIot only for lhe 
development of the human personality IlI.I[ 
fur th e sun'ival or Lhe individllal within the 
framework of his gro up. Judaism has noU!'
ished the fami l), by trad itions and ClIS IOIIIS. 
IL has cxen:iscd it creative in fl uence 011 Ihe ' 
home lhrough its religious emphasis on lhe, 

' val ues of life ami its Iculling of fait h in 
Cod as tile protecting l~athcr of all man
kind. The s}'nag'Ol,rue is for the Jew a bul
wark o r stl'ength and a powedul all y for .he 
home, The ob.-.erva nce of Sa bbaths and 
holida ys, the rit~s · and insl.i tutions ,~tlr; 
rOllllding birth , liar Milzvah"Cunfi\'ll [a lioll , 
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marriage alld death arc olJlil)a liollS" CUll
d tl(;i'e to strunger fal uil ), ;4ttadul1el1\s. Thc 
rdic;ious school. th i.; r,lllhi as preache r . pastor · 
amlleacher arc infl"u.;;mial reso urces for fa1l1-
il )" rusion alUl coopcrillion : . 

It i .~ important that we utili7.c N atiOllal 
Famil y \·VL'Ck Ihrough thcsc \ '3I"iol1s dlall
nels as a timel y opportuni ty to st rc llgthen 
Ihc home_ \ Ve sho ulli make l he hOllie J ewo 
ish in the · rcal sense o f the word - a home 
ill wh id} Cod ;l1ld lo\·c· and securit ), and 
t:oopel"lHioll res id e. I' lan ra111i l)' p rnje(:ls! 
Enrich your fami l), li fe Ihr9ugh sollie of the 
.~ uggestio ll s ami pTOgr.tms listed Ix:low! 
Help your fa mi ly un it build ·a bCLler Amer
i(;a! \ 'Ve can thu .~ help Jud aism sun ·i,·e 
IIH:aninc;·Cull y ami positi\'el y_ 

·SUGGESTIONS FOR fAMILY WEEK 

Individual· Home· Synagogue. Youth 

I. Become aO IU;lill1Cd with ,111 the t:~ lIl o 
1111111i( / ' resoul"ccs .whi ch exist f!lr intli"idual 
;lIul amil )' 11 ee(ls - synagogues, schools, 
agencies for ll1arital ad" ict: ami filmily con
su lu tion cen ters. cOlll!llunity I.:C lll.e l"S, hos
pitals and clinks, lihl"ilr'ies alld settlement 
houses - and kal"n to lake yO Il l" place \I" ithi n 
them_ 

2. Fathers lwd mothcrs shou ld leilrn hrl\\' 
best to shal"e home respollsi bi lities - Cam ily 
in come and ct;onOIll"t', hOllM:kec ping, leisurc 
li me activitic.~. mutua l lo,·c and respect, af-



(Cc.:tiOIl alltl c.nc for c.:hild rc n - as ,"ell as 
c.:o lllributiOi IS as ,I unilto cll arilil.'S, e.: ultura l 
agc ncics ami Jewish religious orga nizations. 

a. Chi ldn.;11 shduld [roOm birth be gi\'c lI 
;1 h;clinK of be iongi lll:,\ (scl.:urity) ami be 
made to lcd dc"t!ted to the famil)' through 
lo\'e as the tic. The relationship should bc 
sllch as \0 lIIake dlildren sa}" ·· 1 belo ne;: 10 

this fa lllil y, and it is beca use these people 
lo'·c me thaL I helong. I likc to belong. 
tilel:dore I IIItlSt li ~tclI to thelll . to my 
li,o lill.:r allli fathcr, and retai n Lhei r hhc so 
tilat I 1Il11)' conti nue LO !Jclo ng:· 

4. Sy n<lgO<Jue scrvkcs for fa",iiics - Fri· 
da}' night <Inti Sabbath morning with specia l 
\l"Ol"Ship and scrqlOn - IIOt only dur ing Na· 
l ional f .. ",ily \-\leek but re.:pealedl}' durillg 
Lhe yca r. The attcndance ilt scrnccs in a 
famil ), unit is a \,'arm expe.:ricl1l':c. It mak(:s 
relig io n a rallli l )' bond . . h is the fi ll.cst 
1I1l:L1,0t1 o [ sharing a spiritua l experience. 

5. EIII.;ouras·c thc ';'ariOIlS \Volllen's group;, 
a lld l\'lell 's Cl ubs in the s)'llagoguc and ce n· 

· ler LO discuss the (amil r , ;1Ilt! attend. En · 
wurage these ;lgclU;ics LO fostc r w~rk·shops: 
lecturc scries. or institutes Ott m~rriagc "nd 

. th e.:· ram ily. i\'ICll lal health a nd r;ItHi ly soci:.] 
.'>(; r vicc agencies can be o f utmost assistance 
in planning slIch gauu.: rinos. 

v. A special fall1il~' uighl at hume - pra)" 
ers, d inner, songs. g""dliles - gro up listcning 
to broadcasts - \' i ew ill~ oJ tciccasts. or dra· 
lIlatic p;cr forma nces relating lO fami ly life. 
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Let stu.:h iI fal1lily u i),tl lt. well prepilrcd amI 
plal1lled , p.:~ informa l. becomc the pancl'll 
for regular fa mi ly night.s a' l'OIlI C. . 

7. Co 011 a "fa mil y eXOlrsiOIl"- \' i~iL rd .. -
t il'es ll'1)l:thl:r or t he m\l.~Cll III S. li br.il ric~. 
theatres or rdigious imli lll1i t)lls in till: Ct,lltl· 
lIIulI il;),- .~pe lHf val:alioilS LOgether . 

S. U tili "c ;111 avail ab le vis ual ilids; fillns 
and pamphkl.S ror YOltlh diS<; lIss io lis 110'.11 a L 
home and at sy nag{)g llc.~, comillunity <:CI1· 
ters, \" 5, duhs, f"'Herni Lies, so rori t ies. jUllior 
wngr~gal iol' .~. 

SOURCE MATERIAL 

The fo llowing: is a lis t o£ J cw isll anti 
General rc(ercn<:es wi.id, lIIa y he used.i n 
developing a pnlg-r<l.1ll rO f 'he OhS(' I'V;JIH'C or 

N alion;d Fami l)' W~ck : 
Tile Syna:;o:::ue :11111 Llle Jewish 1-lvlIlI; vr TUI "onu'~ 

(Synag~llc C"ullcil o[ ~ l1Icl·ic..) 
,\ H:,~dlJook u[ .lu,!;,is11I, hy I>.l cycr W"xm~". Pan I. 
. Chap tcr V. ( lIIod, I'" hlishi"g Comp:my. Nc'" 

V.uk Cit)') . 
Thc Fa mily ill T imc <lr Ct· i~ i s. loy Samuel H .- ~fa rk · 

lI",il7. (N:u inll:1 1 I'cl!cr:U I"1I ,,[ TCI"plc SiSIct'houtis, 
.Cincinn~li) 

J cwi .• h Falfl il)- Li rc :lnd J cwi.dl Slln'iv~ l . hy S.~nl<,,: 1 

' GI;,sucr (Ullion of ,\ rncriC;11l Hchrcw Congrc;a· 
lion.~. Cinci n,, :Hi) 

Jewish ."arnil)' L ifc, loy Sid ncy E. Hoc"i::;: (Union of 
Onhodox .Jcwish Collgr::ga'iuns. Nc\v ' York Ci1t,) 

.lI ride and GI'IMUIl .:\ M:ullw l for Marriage. h ~' Alilerl 
I. Gonlnil ( f hc tJ uitCl.I Syn:lg,,;;m: o( ,\meriea, 
Ncw York Cit~·) 

Thc Rahh i and the l're·Marital In terview. b,' 
!\wold A. I.as~er (ConServatil'c Judaism: Vol. \' 1, 
Nos. 2·3. 3080 BroadwlI)', Ncw York Cit)') 
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The Mnning of ~h.rriai:t"C :llld the FoundOltioll' of 
the fa mil)'. by Sidney E. Coldstein (Bloch Pub
lishing Comr.any, New "ork Citr) 

The J('w i ~h \\oman, ed, l eo J uug (Bloch I'\lhlish· 
;n;; CO., New . York Cilj') . , 

Tile T hr('C l>il13n, br I)eloor:lh M . Mebmed (Wom
c,,', lelIgu(' of lhe Un itcd Srnagogue 0{ AmeriCt, 
New York City) 

On Be;Ilg Hum3n. by ~Ihley MotU:lgu (Henl)' 
Sehum~n) 

l' lanlling .1 ./e.\,i$h Home, by Ihe Com miu« on 
~ l:I rri.1ge. 1':,"lily :;l1ld HOllie (Cc:nlt:l.l Confer(',ke 
of :\merica n Rabbis, M~c;on . Ceorgia) 

J ust :t.nd Ou r:lble 1' .. renlS, b)' j:lmel 1..« fJl em~ood 
(Scrihller) . 

W(' Ill" I':o renu, 11)' Sidon;e M. Crucnberg (H :lrpc:I> 
I'el'sollal I'roblems of E\'er)',br Life, hI' Tr:.vis .. nd 

I\aruch (n , AppklOn.CetHur)') 
RefoTe You ~ I .. rr)', b}' Sr l'/:mlls I)"qll ( .. \~ociation 

I" '''''') 
('-".Il!len'illg ~hrriJ.!>e and Ihe Fami ly. by f.rne51 R. 

C ro\"eS (Mad l il13n) 
Cuidepos~ 1'0 fol ental HeJ llh . 1':Olllphlel5 iM"('o1 hy 

N, \ '. 51:l le Dept. of Mell l:,1 H)'g;enc. 
Malc lnd Female, by /\fargan::t Me:Jd (WiI!i:.m 

Morro'" Com»>ny. New York Cilr) 
Ronh'ing Soci:l! Connicu. hy 1\.", Lewin (Harper) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

The roll ow ing publish pam phlets, read· 
ing lists and ot lier ma terial ror d istri bu t ion 
which wi ll be furn ish('d upon I'e'lucst: 
,\ merion Imlillne o( F:lmil)' Reblinn', rm S, H i1\ 

Slreet. l.(U Angeles, C~llifornb 
A.",<od:llioll for Family 1."' ill~. 2lI E, I :lck~n n ll,l" 

Cllicl,\;O, III, _ 
C..ellcr.l! Conference (If ,\merio n R :.hhi ~, CinC"'";lII. 

Ohio 
Chiltl Siluly .. \ ~,wb'i(lIl , :?2t W~~I !,7Ih SI .. Ne\~ 

York Cil~' 

7 



Ch i1d rl:n '~ n ll l'l::"' , n cp:H1l11CII' of 1 ~l hor , Wash illg. 
lUll , n, ('~ , , 

J ewisll F~ m i l y Scn 'ire-Co,,_" h ,uinll ('.c; lIIcr- :IOO W, 
58lh 51., l\cw \'0'1'1. Ci l ~ 

F:lmily Sen-i,'C AS'<O(i:uiOl' : 1 9~ Lc" inllTnn ,.hc., ""'"'"' 
York Cilr 

N:uio ll :l l CUllfcrcno:c on !b ," i ly Lifc, Inc., 10 E. 
40lh 51 .. Nc ... Yorl.: Ir.. N. Y. 

" I:llmed 1':lfCmh(lO(1 I'C(\Cr:llioll o( Amcrie . , 00 1 
1<! ~ d ison ,\n: .. ;'1:"10 \'011; 22. N. Y, 

Uniu" of Onh."t"" J" .... i~ h Con~rC'~lIinll s , ~.o:. 
n ro.1d"-:l '-. ;'I:/: I\" Yorl.: 

PuMislled try 
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Rahbi n . J. R.1 Ol herg:cr 
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R abbi Simon r:. " ramer 
J' iu·Prclid"lIl 

l!.ahbi Nnrnlall 5al; t 

il l r. S:lm utl ROlhslri ll 
T ren.."ref 

Mr. Will",,,, \\'ci~ 
nec",dint: !kr;relnr;t 

Mr. Charles /' , Kr:lIllcr 
l' ice · P , eli t/e ll l /t ,m""n,y .y.cl"t:lnI)' 

R.1bbi W rsch E, L FTC,,;ld . 
£ .,(<<111 ' 11(: D i"ector 
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BRyonl , .UO 

~ 
WiiiU 



I: 

I, , , , 

_nB .......,CI"'- COJoI"UIII<;A~ TO 

THE BECRnARY OF STAT!! 
........ ,,.,..,.. ... D. Co DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

In reply refer to 
PL 

Dear Rabbi Kramer: 

September 11, 19,2. 

I am pleased to invite you to an all day conference 
in the Department of State on Tuesday, October 7, 19,2, 
to discuss the major agenda items for the Seventh 
Regular Session of the UN General Assembly. 

This meeting is being held at the request of a 
number of national organizations which are concerned 
with problems confronting the United Nations today. 
A tentative program for our meeting, to be held in the 
Aud1torium of the New State Department Building, Twenty
first Street and Virginia Avenue, N.W., and a copy of 
the provisional agenda for the General Assembly are 
enclosed. 

We sincerely hope that you can be present o However, 
if that is not possible, you may wish to designate 
another member of your organization as y~ur representat1ve o 

We would appreciate an early reply so that we may have 
time to forward selected materials for your study and 
consideration prior to the meeting. 

Sincerely yours, 

Francis H. R ssell 
Director 

Office of Public Affairs 

Enclosures. 

Rabbi Simon G. Kramer 
Synagogue Cou,ncl1 of America 
110 West Forty-second street 
New York New York 
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MOiie1~9r ~it\),",arck J. c~J>Oil 
,,' '. Ne'.t.ionn'l Catholic ' ll'e,lfer,i .. Con:flt>rence 

" ' l;\n2, il; o.,~aaohuse·tt.s A",e~u:a,' 
:\ ' " ' 1'i~~bl~tOn. D. c" ' 

.~ <:. ,~ 

. , . 

,Dear sir" "if ' 
The S'\'lagogue , Counoil, :pK:A~r1oa 19 CUM'i>lltly 
'r~appl''' 1.''''-n81:t. adin:~~l.!:!;.rat1ve !lcd, financial struoture, 

" and in order' to 'gain O\f,!Q;;t~!U'er ,pi cture w~ ore, ."",paring 
, ', 'aU!' Qrgenhatton ",1.t,li 'il1JJjiJ.:1ar' bodle.s euch '!os the 

'WO\Uond ' (JoUncU ijf :tl'i:e,';Churoh~. or Clu·i.st and your 
otrn:~ '. '~~~,~',,\: . 

" .. trborl!l~ l~il.i ~<>u!lell ~~,~~:;'ktJ,j.d ,,!leugh t 6 lG~ usb"ve , 
l). qop:; of ;ltD, I,nt1011'W'Q.p&rat1 ,O!lS Bl'dget for tb\l \lIlst 
yelll' 'f1,nc1 ' If" \'Ionder Wh;G:~.l\'!'P it might be PQssibl,<?' 
for ,us tb 'ob,taln a cClny ;df ¥Qur orgar.1antion'''" • 

, . 
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\ -: , 

.' , . 

... ;. ' .. , 
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~~;, ... 

. ,': 

.. ;.~ >;',' 
llEi '!lhould &!ijraOiato " ~~~ , ,, ""perst lOll in thIs matter • 

. " . . ,' 
\\'\lank you, in ,ndvlicce '. :' 

s1noer'~11. 
'.' 

BRbbi Mero H, Tan<inb'f~, '; 
Acting ED 

,' . ..... : 

.. ', .. .. 
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