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FOR RELEASE AT l'IIIJ, 

REAIJ OF M~JOR BRANCRES RELIGIOUS .miRY IN ROSH HASHONIJ! 
MESSAGE TO AMERICAN JEWRY PRAYS HlR INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP AND 

PEACE TO GROW OUT OF WORLD LEADERS' DELIBERATIONS 

NEW YORK - In a message addressed to the entire Jewish community on the eve of the observ-: 

ance of the Jewi~h New Year, Rosh Hashanah, the president of the Synagogue Council 01 

America offered a prayer that "out of the deliberations of the leaders of men and of nations 

may develop the promise and the. prospect of permanent peace, and friendship and freedom for 

the fainily of man. lI The Rosh Hashonah message of Rabbi Max D. Davidson, president of the 

Synagogue CounCil, reflected the sentiments of the constituent organizations of the Council, 

which represents the national rabbinic and congregational associations of the Conservative, 

Orthodox, and Reform movements of American Jewry. The Synagogue Council of America com-

prises the: Central Conference of AmeriCan Rabbis, Rabbinical Assembly of America, 

Rabbinical Council of America, Union of American Hebrew Congregations, Union of Orth:ldox 

Jewish Congregations of America, and United Synagogue of America. 

Rosh Hashonah, "hich commences on sundown Friday evening, October 2nd, ushers in the' 

holiest period of the Jewish religious calendar. Orthodox and Conservative congregations 

observe two days of the Jewish New Year, Oe~ber Jrd and 4th; Rerorm coItgregations observe 

the first day. Rosh Hashonah is followed by a period of- uTen Days or RepentanceU which 

culminate in the Days of Atonement, Yom Kippur, observed from sundown, Sunday October lith, 

through sundown, Monday, October 12th. 

Fo~lowing is the , text . or Rab~i Davidson's Rosh Hashanah message: 

"The Svnago'gue COuncil of llmerica extends greetings .for the Jewish New Year to all of 

c :."t" felliws in faith in the .tu.ture. 

':As ' Jews assemble _for ' prayer this Rosh Hashanah we shall recite the three-fold rubrie 

of our prayer oook ,vlmch embody goals al?-cient in origin but strikingly contem]X>rary for our 

dynamic and swiftly-movirig society. 

liThe Malbuyot, (meaning 'Divine S,vereignty') which affirms the necessity of law and 
morality and the kingdom of' righteousness; the Zihronot, ('Remembrance I.) which bids us to 
remember and review the long unfinished history of man's struggle to attain his highest 
JXltential; and the Shofarot, ('The blowing of the ram's horn') which proclaims our faith 
in the ultimate triumph of justice and our hearty rope for a private and public J:>eace for 
all the peoples of our war-worried world. 

II At the very moment of our prayers, the leaders of men and of nations are set in a 
global panorama of persuasion, using the weapons of words, and the powers of conviction and 
the force of firm resolve. We pray that out of their deliberation may develop decision and 
deeds of honor; the promise and the prospect of permanent peace, and friendship and freedom 
for the family of man. 

We hold out our hands humbly in benediction to our neighoors, near and fer, and to one 
another, at this holy season ~n warm compassion and in love. n 

hhDJJD 
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Dear Colleagu,e: 

October 24, 1958 

CONFIDENTIAL AND URGENT 

RE: PROTESTANT COMMUNITY'S MISSION STUDY 
PROGRAM ON MIDDLE EAST 

This confidential letter is being sent to a carefully-selected group of influential 
Rabbis, to the leadership of local Rabbinic associations and local Synagogue 
Councils, a.nd to responsible lay community leaders_ Our purpose is threefold: 

. I) To alert you and your local Jewish community t o the current Missionary 
Study program on the Middle East of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U. S. A.; 

2) To inform you of the scope of this program, the nature of the materials 
being used, and how it is being carried out acro~~ the countrYi and 

3) To suggest how you and your Rabbinic colleagues - in cooperation with 
. o t her -leaders in your community - might- develop· an effective strateg-y---'--"""""""'
for counteracting some of the anti-l"ewishand anti-Israel attitudes that 
are likely to emerge from this progril.In. 

As. a result of a top echelon meeting which took place last week in New York City 
between the National C~)Uncil of Churches and the Synagogue Council, we expect 
that certain aspects of this study program will be modified in our favor. Never
theless, we feel strongly that it is still necessary for Jewish communities ·to know 
about this church prog ram and to be prepared for it. 

Am:nICAS HEBRE W COSCll.£C:ATION! WHAT IS THE MISSIONARY STUDY PROGRAM? 

Each year the National Council of Churches - the coordinating agency for 38 
major Protestant denominations representing 39 million Protestants - conducts 
a nationwide education program to lLcquaint the Protestant community with the work 
of its foreig n missions and to stimulate support for its overseas missionary effort. 

The study program is developed by the NCCC Division of Foreign Missions 
and is implemented by the Commission on Missionary Education. The COllunission, 
through its "Friendship Press," publishes textbooks, pamphlets, and study guides; 
distributes audio-vis~l aids; provides speakers, stimulates s eminars and 
institutes - all devoted to. e duca ting church-goers on themes selected for emphasis 
in a given year. 

The Foreig n Missions Study Theme for 1958-59 is The Middle East (liThe 
Church and the Christian 1.-tission in the 1.-tiddle East.") 

~co:ccc:ccc~:c:c--------~;;.~;-------~~~~,PAST PRESIDENTS:-cc:OC:--------cCCCCCOCCCC~CC~COc::c::_c"";C" 
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MIDDLE EAST MISSION STUDY Page Two 

WHA T IS THE SCOPE OF THE MIDDLE EAST STUDY PROGRAM? 

This program will be in full swing throughout the country from October 1958 through March 
1959. The majority of the Protestaht denominations are taking part in this eHort, channeling their 
program materials through their Divisions of Foreign Missions and their Divisions of Christian 
Education: The United Church Women, representing 10 m.illion Protestant women from various de
nominations, is the most act~ve participant in the program, with the Methodist and Presbyterian 
women's groups on both national and local levels appearing to be carrying out an especially vigorous 
effort. Altogether, the national headquarters of the NCCC and of the denominations are seeking to 
involve in this education project their affiliated 900 state and municipal council,S of chUrches, and 
145,000 local churches. 

On the local level, the study program will be conducted through: (2) LOCAL CHURCHES -
devoting an average of one week to the Midd le East thl'ough adult education c.1asses; men1 s, women1 s, 
youth club meetings; Sunday school classes; junior high, senior high and older youth religious c.1asses; 
and (b) LOCAL STATE AND MUNICIPAL COUNCILS OF CHURCHES - conducting orientation sem
inaJ;s and inter-denominational leadership training institutes for local ministers, directors of 
Christian education, program committee chairmen of chu.rch c.1ubs and women' s groups. These 
orientation courses will range from a single meeting, to a weekend retreat, to a six-week institute. 

The length and character of the orientation courses and study program classes will vary in 
each community, depending on the cali'l?er of the local Christian leadership and their interest in the 
subject. Interest in ~he program is widespread: Friendship Press study materials have been or
dered in "very large quantities," particularly by women1 s groups and local denominational book 
stores (of which there are 10,000 outlets). . 

WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THE STUDY MATERLALS? 

Friendship Press study materials includes more than twenty books, pamphlets, study guides, 
audio-visual aids, and several films llnd film strips prepared by the Church World Service ("Exiles 
in the Holy Land") and the NCCC Division of Foreign Missions ("Mid,-East Profile"). 

The major emphasis in the present printed materials is on the "Christian mission." that is, the 
relationship of Christianity to Islam, evangelism among the Arabs, and the relief and welfare role of 
missionaries. On these issues, the Jewish community is not obliged to comment. But we are given 
cause for 'grave concern by the treattnent in these texts of Judaism. the relationship of the Jewish 
people to I srael. and Zionism. 

With rare exception, these mission study texts: 

-present Judaism in the Toynbean image of a fossilized or expiring religion; 

-dismiss the religious and cultural ties between Jewry and the Holy Land; 

-impute dual loyalties to Jews who hold sympathies toward Israel and Zionism; 

-present the Arab - Israel problem almost entire ly from the Arab viewpoint, leaving the 
impression that Israel - and by implication, the Jews generally - are responsible {or the 
Arab refugee problem and other tensions in the area; 

- uphold the dangerous proposition that Israel may not be here to stay, suspending the case 
of Israel in mid -ai~ with no solid moral, historic, or political foundation. 

In addition, the texts and the study guides for discussion group leaders (who plan the curriculum 
for participating church groups) contain bibliographies which list resource books ,that are mainly 
pro-Arab· and critical of Israel. 
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WHAT IS THE NATURE O F THE STUDY MATERIALS ? 

Excerpts frOIT\ these texts , and our criticisIT\, are contained in the attached analysis of rep _ 
resentative books and filIT\S being used by the churches. (This analysis, prepa red by the Synagogue 
Council, has been submitted to the Commissi on on Missionary Education, together with a bibliography 
of additional resource materials acceptable to the Jewish community. The COIT\mission has agreed 
to distribute this analysis and bibliography to aU of its affiliated denominat ions. Our meeting with 
the National Council leaders also resulted in the i r agreement to send this material to all their local 
state and municipaJ councils of churches.) 

HOW IS THE STUDY PR(X}RAM BEING CARRIED OUT? 

Reports from local communities in which these mission study programs hav e been inaugurated 
deepen our concern. In Benton Harbor, Michigan, for example, the Berrien County Council of 
Churches initiated a "Community Leadership Training School" for "women's fellowships, social 
action committees, pastors , internationa l affairs groups , boards of religious education, and officia l 
boards." 

This is a six - week institute which began Sept. ZZ. The theme is "The Middle East" and the 
speakers are from the Arab Information Office, the American Friends of the Middle East, and the 
American Council for Judaism (billed as, "An American of the Jewish Faith Looks at Israel and the 
Middle East.") At the la.st session, on Oct. Z7. the Church World Service film, Exiles in the Holv 
La·nd, - an inflammatory and bia.sed account of the Arab refugee problem - will be shown. 

(The alertness of Rabbi Joseph Schwarz of Benton Harbor, who made repeated representations 
to the President and Executive Secretary of the loca l council of churches , has resulted in invitations 
to speak as panel ITleITlbers being extended to a loca l representative Jewish leader and to the Israel 
Consulate in .Chicago. Also, additional resource materia l s were made available to, the institute 
participants, including books, pamphlets, magazi ne reprints and bibliog r aphies, lists of filITls, film
strips, aud.io-visual and teachers aids presenting affi rmatively Judaism, Jewish history, Zionism, 
and Israel.) 

. HOW TO DEVELOP AN EFFECTIVE LOCAL STRATEGY? 

It is of crucial importance that you undertake the following strategy only after consulting with. 
your Rabbinic colleagues, the local community relations council , local Zionist Council, American 
Jewish Committee office, local Blnai B ' rith Anti - Defamation League office , and other appropriate 
local Jewish leaders; and then, vis-a-vis, the churches, only in a spirit of cooperation a nd mutual 
understanding. With these cautions observed, we urge you to begin .at once the followi ng action: 

1) Determine the extent of the Mission Study p r ogra m in your neighborhood and cOITlTnunity churches. 
Do this informally. 

Z) Do not over-react to the program. Do not attack the minister or church. Do not accuse them 
of pro -Arab bias . Do not detract from their j ust concern ·for the welfare of the Arabs • . Our ap
proach is to. help enlar8e community understanding or" complex Middle East issues and to encour
a ge Christians, especially, to understand Israel and Zionism through the perspective of the 
Synag08ue, JudaisITl and Jewish history. 

3) Call a ITleeting of your Rabbinic colleagues, Synagog ue leaders, corrununity relations executives, 
and other influential individuals to wor k out your own local strategy for reaching the Christian 
community. At a subsequent meeting, you migh t find it advisable to invite friendly Christian 
ITlinisters Or lay leaders to help work out remedial measures in their churches and councils of 
churches. 

4) Advise local council of churches ' executive secreta ries and the denominational dir ectors of 
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HOW TO DEVELOP AN EFFECTIVE LOCAL STRATEGY ? 

Christian education of the Jewish c ommunity ' s concern with r egard to the emphasis, the materials, 
and institutes. If the Arab-Israel issue is to be dealt with, emphasize their responsibility to 
present fai rly both sides. 

5) OUer to the local minister, denominational b ook - store , directo r of Chris tian education, program 
committee c ha irmen of church men's clubs, women' s clubs , youth orga nizations, church council 
secretaries additional resource materials - the enclosed Synagogue Council bibliography , the 
American Christian P alestine Committee ' s list of expert s peakers . 

6) Your local R abbinic association or local SCA should obtain in quantity copies of such inexpensive 
but authoritative reprints or booklets, such as: 

" The Refugee Problem - ' Today and Tomorrow" by Ellan Rees; "Research Group 
for EUr o pea n Migration Problems: special s tudy on the Middle I:a.st"; "Regional 
De velopment for Regional Peace"; and Comme ntary, ADL Christian Friends bul 
letin, and other reprints list"ed , in the Synagogue Council bibliography. 

Make a kit of these mate rials available to every local minis te r, church council secretary, denom
i national book store , or direc tor of Christian education. Encourage the distr ibution of these ma
terials a t stUdy group s , classes, and training meetings . 

7) Your loca l Rabbinic -Association or local SCA should stock a film library with such fine films as, 
"The Wilderness of Zin", "The Book and the Idol". (See e nclosed SCA bibliography.) Distribute 
thes"e films to church groups for programming in their mission study project. 

8) On a per sonal basis, meet with individ~l ministers close to you to discuss your concern; tnake 
available these printed or film materials; mail reprints with personal note to your church conta c ts. 

It is very important to our negotiations with the National Council of Churches that you keep us in
!oimerl of developments in your community with regard to the local churches' mission study 
progr am. 

Pleas e be assured that the Synagogue Council is ready to assist you. "in formulating your community 
plans to d ea l with this v ital matter . 

With cordial bes t wishes, 

~. J G/J'"'--;;( , ....... 9 ' ~'-
Rabbi h"raham 1. Feldman 
Chairman 
SCA Inte r nationa l Affairs 

Commission 

Sincerely your s , 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Exec;utive Director 

Rabbi Theodore L. Adams 
President 
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Following is the text of the letter which the Commission on Missionary 
Education has sent to 900 local Councils of Churches and Councils of 
Church WOlllen: 

COMMISSION ON MISSIONARY EDUCATION· FRIENDSHJ:P PRESS 

257 FOURTH AVENUE NEW YORK 10. NEW YORK OREGON 4·6407 

October 31. 1958 

Dear Friend: 

You are aware that the churches of your conununity have been using the 
interdenorninationally produced materials on the Christian mission in 
the Middle East this yea.r. You may also be aware alrea.dy that the Jewish 
cOllllllunity of Alllerica is concerned over the illlplications of these m.a
terials for their interests. In producing the materials the denominations 
which have cooperated have certainly had no intention of creating ill-will 
or Illisunderstanding. Out of our desire for you to be fully inforllled of 
the nature of the concern of our Jewish brethren we are sending the en
dosed statement prepared by the Synagogue Council of Alllerica. 

It is with the Synagogue Council of America that the National Council of 
Churches has the greatest degree of cooperative activity in matters of 
Illutual interest and concern between Christians and Jews. You are at 

"liberty to-·use-th"e- materiarenclosed in whatever viay you feeTinay- be- -- -

Illost creative of good-will arid understanding. Permission is given to 
quote frolll it or to use the material provided in any way which you be-
lieve will be instrumental in bringing this point of view to your churches 
constructively. 

We want you to know that the study of Christian missions in the' Middle 
East may give occasion to certain groups of people to exploit this interest. 
You should be particularly careful of this in planning prograllls for 
institutes or mass meetings of an interdenominational nature in your 
community. IT you have questions on any particular points we would be 
pleased to have you consult with the officers of United Church WOTTlen. _ 
the COlllmission on Missionary Education, or the National Council1s 
office of Councils of Churches. 

JAR:eg 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Allan Ranck 
Genera.l Director 



A STATEMENT BY THE SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

ON THE CURRENT MIDDLE EAST MISSION STUDY PROGRA M 

by Rabbi Marc H . Tanenbaum, Executive Director 
The Synagogue Council of America 

The current Middle East study program of the National Council of Churches has produced a wide
spread feeling of concern within the Jewish community in this country. 

Thi s concern grow s out of the fact that hundreds of thousands, perhaps millions, o f Protesta nt 
men, women, a nd young people ~re being called upon to study books and to look at films and filrn
strips dealing with the Middle East which, in the judgment of r esponsible Rabbinical and other 
Jewish leaders, misrepresent the Jewish religion, distort Jewish history, impugn the loyalty of 
Jews to America , and present ,unfa irly the case of the State of Israel a nd its r e lationships with its 
Arab neighbor s . 

No representative Jewish spokesma n would charge the Nationa l Council of Churches with setting 
out de liberately to spr ead distortions about Judaism and the Synagogue. nor t o defame the Jewish 
citizens of America. The record of friends hip and cooperation betwee n the majority of Protestant 
and Jewish peoples. both on national and local levels . is too consistently positive t o a llow for such 
a negative departu r e . 

The Jewish community recognizes that the Christian comrrlUnity, by' virtue of its th,,:ology, history, 
a nd commitment , has defined for itself an evangelical mission. and that this mission has created 
a particular relationship between Christians and fellow..-Christians in the Arab world , as well as 
between Christians and Muslims. The Je wi sh c ommunity also understands that it is natural to 
seek to stimulate greater knowl~d8e of these relationships through concentrated study of the 
Middle Ea s t a nd the interrelationships between Christendom a nd Islam. 

That this should lead to a virtua l crowding out of Judaism from its h i storic and con t inuing role ill: 
the Middle East, and to the deni gration of the present-day vitality and relevance of the Jewish 
religion a nd its spiritual heartland in I srael, is a situation whic.h Synagogue leade rs canno t ac
cept in s i lence. Not t o spe'ak out the Jewish mind on these issues would be a dereliction from au! · 
responsibilities to our fa i th and our people. 

The Syna gogue Council of America is there fore grateful to the Commission on Missionar y Educa
t ion for this opportunity to bring to the attention of the Protestant community the v iews of 
American Synagogue leade r s concerning the mission Study program insofar as they relate to 
Jewish conviction s. Thi s invitation to "set the re cord straight" and to see both sides of the coin 
i s in itself a reflection of the spirit of fair play that p r evails betwee n our two great historic com.
munities. 

One last w ord of preamble: it is no t possible in a brief stateme nt to comment on the twenty books 
and other additional resource material prepared by the Commission on "Missi'onary Education for 
this study program. To convey to you the nature and the fo r ce of Jewish reaction to the se mate
rials , we have chosen to comment on two of the books referr e d to in the Adult Study G uide on 
the Middle East by Mr . Y. Armajani as "study !exts" ; namely, Middle East Pilgrimage, by R. 
Park Johnson, and The Lands B etwee n . by-John S. B adeau . Comment is also added on the film
st r ip . Exiles in the Holy Land, distributed by Church World Service . Although thi s film - strip 
was not produced by Friendship Press, it is being used in s tudy programs together with the Press I 
othe r resource materials, a nd must be v iewed as contributing to the total impact of the program. 

THE P URPOSE OF THE STUDY PROGRAM 

Mr. Armajani defines two objectives for the Middle East study p rogra m and stresses that the 
resource materials are to be used with these goals in mind. One objecti ve: "to channel informed 
thinking into the context of the world mission of the church." On this purpose, obviously, the 
Jewis h community has no reason to comment. But the other major purpose of the study program 
i s what prompts and j u s tifie s our reaction: 

','. 
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"The purpose of the study program," Mr. Armajani instructs discussion group leaders (p. 4), 
"is to correct misconceptions by providing adequate information .. '. A study of the geography 
and the people of the area will lead you to a. study of the culture, social and political institutions., 
and the religious faith of the Middle East." Spelling out procedures for such study, the adult 
guide calls upon program committee chairmen to "make a" general statement" about "the three 
great monotheistic religions," among other fa.ctors in the Middle East. Later on, (p. 42). par
ticipants are asked to "distinguish between Judaism and Zionism". On the "Arab-Israeli con
troversy!!, the guide states (p. 13), "treat it briefly and as objectively as possible." 

The guide singles out the study of Israel and North Africa, "two of the most troubled regions of 
the Middle East." and underscores rather emotionally the importance of these areas: "The 
hates and fears of these areas create international problems of such complexity that they may 
affect the present and future lives of everyone in the study group. The importance of informed 
understanding for the individual Christian citizen can scarcely be overstated." Although the 
mission of the church in the Middle East is the central purpose of this prog~am, it is evident 
that the guide sets the stage for a substantial discussion of Judaism, Zionism, and Israel. 

MIS-INFORMA TION ABOUT JUDAISM 

The reader turns to the books of Drs. B.adeau and Johnson for "adequate information" which will 
help him develop "informed understanding". Clearly the authors have made .a serious effort to 
"correct misconceptions" held by the Christian about Islam and by the Muslim about Christianity. 
Regrettably, nothing comparable is attempted to "correct misconceptions" about that "religious 
faith of the Middle East" without which the other two might never have emerged into history. 

On the contrary, whatever references are made to Judaism and the Jewish people - and these 
are pitiably meager - appear to ~ misconceptions. Let the texts speak for thems:elves: 

The following is the sole evaluative statement about Judaism and the Synagogue found in the 137 
pages of The Lands Between, by Dr. Badeau: 

"Some Christians look upon the synagogue and Judaism as unenlightened holdovers from the 
past ... " (p. 105). Based on this "adequate information" one can imagine the kind of "general 
statement" a program chairman might make about Judaism. How Dr. Badeau reconciles this 
eyaluation with an earlier statement (p. 87) of fact that "there is obviously a community of 
ideas between the three religions of the Semitic origin - Judaism, Christianity, and Islam,lI 
is not quite clear. But even this assertion, which one might interpret as sympathetic, is 
insignificant when surrounded 'by Dr. Badeau's other allusions to Judaism and the Jews, which 
are consistently negative and derogatory. For example: 

"Aramaic he.d supplanted Hebrew as the popular speech of Palestine ... " and "Hebrew. long 
virtually a dead language ... " (p. 25). Not quite true; according to the Jewish Encyclopedia, one 
of the most authoritative Jewish scholarly works. "Aramaic was predominant by the s ide of 
Hebrew; it became the customary popular idiom, not however to the complete exclusion of 
Hebrew. Hebrew and Ararnaic were in common use." 

"Rac.ial invasions ... arnons the latest is the movement of European Jews to Israel ... " (p. 22) The 
Jews are not a "race," by any definition. The Jewish community does not regard the immigration 
of Jewish refugees to Israel as an "invasion". 

"This rich culture was not the exclusive product of Muslims ... Jewish scholars also played a 
significant. if minor role ... " One sentence later: "Moses Maimonides. the 'second' Moses of 
Judaism. produced theological and philosophical speculations that permanently affected Chris
tian and Muslim thought." (p. 40). On the one hand, the Jewish contribution is "significant" and 
"permanent"; on the other, it apparently must be viewed as "minor". (An instructive accoul!>t 
of Judaism's influence on the Koran, Mohammed, and Islam - another dimension hardly ade
quately alluded to in these study materials - is to be found in Judaism in Islam., by Prof. 
Abraham Katsh and in Jews and Arabs: Their Contacts Through the Ages, by S. Gotein.) 
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DUAL LOYAL TIES? 

Can the progratn cotnrnittee chairman and the Protestant student find tnore objective infortnation 
about Judaism in Dr. Johnson1 s book? Let us read the sole description of Judaistn in The Middle 
East Pilgritna.ge: 

"Judaistn is a non-missionary religion. currently troubled by the debates throughout the world 
between Zionists and non-Zionists. The question is whether Judaistn is a fortn of political 
nationalism connected with the State of Israel or a religious faith and culture held by loyal 
citizens of the countries in which they live." (po 56). 

This stAtetnent is nothing less than an insult to Judaism and the Jewish people. It rna.kes a travesty 
of Judaism which at no titne in Jewish history a nd by no group - except perhaps the minuscule, 
d issident, and unrepresentative Atnerican Council for Judaistn - was ever looked upon as "a 
fortn of political nationalism". (For an understanding of what the Inajority of American Jews 
think of the American Council, read Strangers to Glory: An Analysis of the American Council 
for Judaism., by C. Lieberman, Rainbow Press.) 

The implication of Dr. Johnson's statement that American Jews who are sympathetic to Israel 
are therefore disloyal to America is an unwarranted slur on the Jewish community. Fortunately, 
to our experience, this kind of thinking is not shared by many other Christians who hold a broader 
view of the nature of Judaism and of Americanism. (See next page.) 

Summarizing Drs. Badeau·s and Johnson's treatment of Judaism, one is forced to conclude that 
they have done unto Judaism what they claim the Muslims have done unto Christianity. The 
Muslim mind, writes Dr. Johnson (p. 80), holds "a distorted image of the Christian church" and 
this is because Muslims "do not know the real church." Sitnilarly, Dr. Badeau regrets that to 
the Muslim "Christianity is a familiar and false story." And he goes on to decry lithe long cen
turies of {Muslims I) opposition to Christianity." Do not some Christians hold "a distorted image" 
of the Synagogue? Is this in"lage not reflected in those T11.inds "who do not know" the real Judaism? 
And have Christians ended their "long centuries of opposition" to Judaism which they persist in 
picturing as "a familiar and false s tory"? 

After some 1,900 years of sharing in the Judeo-Christian heritage , how does one explain this 
failure in Christian-Jewish understanding? "There are some aspects of Christian witness," 
writes Dr~ Badeau, "that need to be soberly reconsidered .. . one is the tendency to be negative. 
There is a ... natural tendency to approach the Jew in terms of what is wrong with his faith ... '· 
Dr. Badeau refers to "Muslim" in this last sentence; I have substituted "Jew" in the belief 
that this pattern applies to us with equal force. 

Following this confession of negativism towards non-Christian religions, Dr. Badeau makes an 
eloquent plea to the Christian reader to "lay aside" his preconceptions about IslalTl and "to con
sider it as a living faith ... (that) makes sense to those who profess it and provides a powerful and 
practicable basis on which to build their lives ." One could wish that he had been equally sym
pathetic in his references to Judaism. 

Unhappily, both Drs. Badeau and Johnson appear ·still to cling to the old "evolutionary" school of 
Biblical interpretation of the Old Testament - regnant in the first quarter of the twentieth cen
tury critical work on the New Testament - which tended to negate the Jewish heritage of Chris
tianity. The fact is that modern Christian scholars are once again finding a spiritual sympathy 
with Jewish traditions and faith. As James Brown, a British Bible scholar educated at Oxford, 
has pointed out in an article entitled, "Christian Teaching and Anti-Semitism,JI (Comme ntary 
magazine, Dec. 1957): 

"Christian scholars in the last few years have broken through the old stereotypes of 
1st-century Judaism, and have done much to correct cornman misapprehensions about Rabbinic 
literature ... Christians are forcefully reminded that they are heirs of the Old Testament tradi
tion of belief and worship, for obvious reasons. Jesus was himself a Jew, of Jewish lineage and 
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descent, and it w~s to his own people that he directed his work in the first place; the first dis
ciples were also Jews. When, in the course of 6. single generation, Christianity passed over into 
the Greek world, it was only a stubborn insis -tence on the Jewish elements in its gospel - an 
ardent, inst.inctive monotheisrn .• a belief in 6. personal holy God who is Creator of all things and 
whose pu.rpose is revealed in history - em.bodied in corporate, essentially Jewish, form.s of 
worship which (historically speaking) prevented Christianity from disintegrating into yet another 
form of Greek religiosity." Mr. Brown concludes, "Inevitably, there is a new and fruitful meeting 
between Judaisrn and Christianity.1I Regrettably. this Christian point of view is nowhere to be 
found in these study texts. 

JUDAISM AND ZIONISM 

As to the discussion of Judaism and Zionism, called for by the study guide, Christians who have 
more than a surface knowledge of American history as well as of Judaism, will find nothing 
"sinister" or "disloyal" in the strong attac?rnents which most American Jews have towards 
Israel. As Dr. Oscar Handlin of Harvard University has written in Race, Nationality and Amer 
ican Life, (A nchor Books). 

"The Jew is not the only American to encounter this question (as to the character of the 
loyalties that attach an American citizen to a foreign nation) ••• As a nation we were never de
tached frOtn the rest of the world. Through much of American history the country grew by im
migration. The descendants of tnore than thirty-five m.illion itntnigrants now forrn a substantial 
part of our popUlation. It was expected that the hundreds of thousands of newcomers should re
tain ties to the places of their birth. Until very recently it was usual that aid wou.ld flow back 
from the New World to the Old - in the form of remittances or as assistance in the face of un-
usual disaster. 

"Furthertnore, the immigrants and their childr.en continued to take an interest in the 
political a£fairs of the old country. One need only remelTlber, in this connection, the struggle 
that lasted tnore than a century, on the part of Irish Arnericans, to secure the independence of 
Ireland ... " Comparable developments will be fo~nd among Americans of such diverse origins 
as the Germans, Poles, Albanians, Italians, ~gya rs, Czechs, and even British. Dr. Handlin 
concludes (p. 195"): "The American Zionism of the last fifty years, therefore, falls into a well
established American pattern. It is not the eccentric behavior of a single group, but rather the 
normal outcorne of the freedotn of g roup life in a democracy." 

This quotation obviously does not exhaust the discussion of the admittedly cornplex problem of 
nationalism. but it is sufficient to serve as a caveat to those who would accept without question 
such oversimplifications, of Zionism as found in The Middle East Pilgrimage. Furthertnore, the 
Christian reader who sincerely wishes to understand the depth relationship between J udaism 
and Zionism would find it of added instruction to reflect on a somewhat parallel question -
naITlely. the close association of Protestantism with certain nation-states (for exaITlple, the 
Anglican church and ·its relationship to the British government; the Lutheran church and its 
status in Sweden; the role of ArchbiShop Ma karios in the struggle for national independence in 
Cyprus). The question of national churches, their role in the affairs of nation-states, and, at 
the same time, their participation in the ecumenical movement pf world Protestantism poses 
arresting analogies with that of the worldwide peoplehood of the Jewish communities bound by 
common history, religious traditions, and culture with the people of Israel, and Ziorustn which 

'in it.s ultimate spiritual and cultural dimension - may well be viewed as the Jewish ·vehicle for 
ecumenical fellowship. 

Aga.inst this background, a truer understanding can be gained of the unbroken ties between 
Judaism and Palestine. To the thinking person there is evidently more to the relationship 
between the Synagogue and the Holy Land than is imparted by the wo-rd "nationalism" or 
that is ~xplained by the pressure for the rebuilding of a Jewish state that arose from the 
Nazi persecution of the Jews, however fateful this connection may have been. As Rabbi Kook, 
who was the Chief Rabbi of the Holy Land until his death in the 1930s, epitomized this 
relationsnip: 
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"The soil of Palestine and the Jewish corrllnunity are both part of holiness, vessels with
in which th~ divine- spirit is incarnate. What the Jew creates on the soil that God intended for 
His revelation, will, even sometimes against his conscious intent, become part of holiness." In 
surn, the real spiritual and ernotional roads to Zionism are mystical and religious. 

ARAB-JSRAEL "CONTROVERSYII · 

By now, TIlost people realize that the rivalry and dissension between Arab leaders overshadows 
the Arab-Israel conflict. If Israel were not in existence, there would still be no peace in the 
Middle East. Belatedly, many are be"corning aware of the fact that Western thinking and policy 
toward the Middle East have been dominated by certain myths regarding Arab leaders and Arab 
unity . Serious students of the Middle East agree increasingly that progress towards peace in 
this area can be advanced only through our serious reexa~nation of Western romantic a ssump_ 
tions and dogmas, a more realistic appr aisal of Arab political habits and the true natur'e of the 
Arab social revolution, and then developing a political and economic strategy based on the hard 
realities of the situation rather than on outmoded illusions . 

The curre~t study program of the Protestant cornmunity could make a formidable contribution 
to such clarification. But reading these study texts and viewing the film-strips, one can only 
fe e l that this program in its present form will only perpetuate confusion and unrealism, and 
indeed, ll'lIly even create auxiliary problems of stirring up antagonism towards the Jewish com
munity in the United States. 

Granting that there are conflicting interpretations of the facts, does not an "objective!! account 
as enjoined by the study guide - obligate the authors of these materials to present both inter
pretations before making a judgment? As is generally known, there are many responsible 
Protestant leaders on both national and loca l levels who are deeply convinced that for historical, 
legal, and moral reasons the creation 'of the State of Israel was justified, that the United Nations 

. did not "exceed its authority" in voting to create Israel, that the partition of Palestine need not 
have been !!tragic ll had it not been for Arab reckless intransigeance, that the Arab states and 
their leaders bear a major share of responsibility for the distressing plight of Arab refugees 
and continue to be the primary stumbling block preventing a humane solution of the problem, and 
that the Arab leaders TIlust be persuaded to make cOTIlpromises together with Israel if peace is 
ever to come to the Middle East. 

This point of view of Il'lIlny Protestant leaders is n owhere to be found in any of the study materials . 
A neutral reader of these materials must inevitably come away with the impression that it is the 
official view of American Protestantism, as reflected in these study texts and the film-strip, that 
the major, if not the total responsibility for the current situation in the Middle East is due to 
Israel. 

That this summary is not a partisa.n caricature of the viewpoint spelled out in these materials is 
attested to by the following excerpts from the study texts and the film-strip, Exiles in the Holy 
Land: 

ARAB REFUGEES (From Exiles in the Holy Land) - "Displaced as a result of the creation of 
Israel are over a million Arab refugees .. . " 

(From The Middle East Pilgrimage, p. l7): "Altoge ther, upwards of 700,000 Palestinian Arab~ 
were_ driven from their homes." 

Comment: Nowhere in these materials is it unambiguously stated that the Arab state.s openly 
viola ted the United Nations partition decision of 1947. passed by over two-thirds of. the General 
Assembly; that the Arab states committed aggression against Israel ; that there are clear rec
ords and the te'stimony of objective observers that the Israelis made great efforts to induce the 
Palestinian Arabs to stay; that it was at the behe st of the Arab leaders that some 650.000 Arab 
refugees left Israel being told that they wduld return with the victorious Arab arInies to divide 
Jewish spoils; that since the Arab-Israel war in 1948 the Arab leaders have used the misery of 
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the refugees as a political pawn in their incessant campaign of hos1:ility a gainst Israel; that 
Arab leaders have unequivocally rejected all international proposals for the settlement of the 
problem including the recommendations of various United Nations experts, the Srnith-Prowty 
Report of two U. S. Congressmen, and the Eric Johnston water scheTIle. In the words of Dr. 
Elfan Rees, World Council of Churches' Adviser on Refugees, "I dare to suggest that there is 
also a debt owed to the refugees by the Arab States themselves. The debt, that men of the same 
language,1ne same faith, the same social organization should at any ti~e in history feel due 
from them to their fellows in distress, the debt which in simple terms would involve regarding 
these people as human being~ and not as political footballs ." 

The Jewish comm.unity feels deeply that the fate of the Arab refugees is rightly a source of 
world concern, but the cha·in of .frustration can only be broken by modification in the attitudes 
of Arab governments. Those who are acquainted with the facts, know that Israel has repeatedly 
and publicly expressed its readiness to negotiate for compensation and partial repatriation for 
the Arabs who left their homes behind; that Israel has voluntarily removed from UNRWA as
sistance progrdIn 53,000 Arab refugees now being taken care of by the Jewish statej that more 
than 33,000 Arab refugees were reunited with their families in Israel. 

The key to the dilemma, some observers feel, is to be found not in the futile ritual of pointing 
the finger of blame at · one side or another, but in undertaking a bold stratagem in which nations 
and peoples interested in peace in the Middle East would issue a firm and decisive proclama
tion that the world is ready to help the refugees build new and better lives; in which full and 
unwavering publicity about the readiness would be cornrnunicated to all Arab countries and to 
the refugees themselves who have been systematically cut off from. knowledge of any facts which 
might diminish a diehard determination to have "all or nothing II of their claims satisfied; in 
which UNRWA personnel would be enlisted in such an information campaign; and in which Israel 
would not continue to be the sole party in the conflict which is chided to make all the sacrifices 
in order to break the deadlock. 

The time has come, it appears to many, for more candor and frankness about the Middle East. 
The international community would benefit by a course of reeducation - not of the Arabs 
alone, but of the international community itself on the Arabs. That reeducation will need to 
face up to the formidable amount of economic and social and political irresponsibility on the 
part of Arab leadership; that the policy of Arab leaders of upholding "national honor" as more 
essential than the relief of human misery leaves the Arab masses victims rather than bene
ficiaries, with neither honor nor tnaterial advantages; and that Arab rulers and politicians 
must be judged for what they do rather than for what they ·say. 

The Soviet penetration of the Middle East lends urgency to ~e need for a more constructive 
approach on the part of all Americans, Christian and Tew alike. "All men of faith," writes 
Dr. Badeau (p. 124). "need to stand together before the onslaught." IT Christian, Muslim and 
Jew can "rediscover and defend the basically religious view of life, (they) will have performed 
an indispensable service." 

CONCLUSION 

The Jewish community devoutly hopes that as Protestant men, women and young people gather 
to study the Middle East and its complex problems, that they will give serious consideration 
to these conce~ns and views of their fellow-Americans of the Jewish faith. We strongly urge 
that every effort be tnade to· insure that both sides of every question relating to the Middle 
East be fairly presented. Speakers, printed materials, films, film-str.ips, bibliographies are 
available to supplement those of the Friendship Pres.s. which will help give another dimension 
to Christian understanding of the Jewish views on the Middle East. They Synagogue Council 
of America will be pleased to answer any requests for program aids. 

S)'NAGOyUE CoUNCIL OF AMERICA 
110 WEST 42nd STREET· NEW YORK 36. N. Y .• BRYANT 9-2647 
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
ON CHIIDREN AND YOUTH 

1960 

330 Independence Avenue, S. W., Washington 25, D. C. 

CONFERENCE THEME AND FOCUS 

"Opportunities for children and youth to 
realize their full potential for creative life in 
freedom and dignity,· 

This is the heart of the theme chosen by the 
President's National Committee for the 1960 
"Golden Anniversary" White House Conference 
on Children and Youth. 

To promote those opportunitie3 was declared 
to be the purpose of the conference. 

On the first day of its meeting. Decem.ber 
16, 1958, after its visit with the President and 
the ceremonies of the opening luncheon, the 
National Committee turned its attention to the 
question of what the theme and foeu 5 of the 1960 
Conference should be. It heard the recommenda
tions of the Executive Coml.Tlittee, based on sug
gestions made by a special committee on Theme 
and Focus .. The balance of the "afternoon was 
used in discussion of this subject and that even
ing the members of the National Committee were 
divided into eight groups for further discussion. 
Each of these groups reported to the general 
session the next morning, and the Committee on 
Theme and Focus was instructed to consider all 
suggestion s made and report again. Final action 
came after the report of this Committee an the 
morning of the last day, December 18. 

Following is the statement adopted by vote 
of the NationalComrnittee, with the amendments 
agreed upon at the time the action was taken: 

"The purpose of the 1960 White House Con· 
ference is to promote opportunities for children 
and youth to realize their full potential fOr a 
creative life in freedom and dignity. 

"This effort will be based on: 
"I. Study and understanding of 

(a) The values and ideals of our s"cieiety; 
(b) The effects on the " development of 

children and youth of the rapid changes in 
this country and the .....arid; 

(Continued on page 5) 

February 1959 

PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE MEETS 

The President's National Committee for the 
1960 White House Conference on Children and 
youth met for the first time at Washington, D. C., 
December 16-18, 1958, received its charge from 
the President, and launched its preparations for 
the "Golden Anniv'ersar~ Conference, the sixth 
to be held since 1909. 

The executive committee met on the day 
befor"e the National Committee meeting to de
velop recommendations to put before the full 
committee, and again immediately following the 
meeting to set authorized activities in motion. 

The National Committee itself convened at 
the Shoreham Hotel on the morning of Decem
ber 16 and after a brief session in which they 
were welcomed by Miss Bertha Adkins, Under 
Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare, 
proceeded to the White House. There they were 
received by President Eisenhower and heard 
directly from him an informal expression of his 
deep interest in children and youth and his high 
hopes for the 1960 Conference. 

Back at the Shoreham, with their chairman, 
Mrs. Rollin Brown,presiding,NationalCommit
tee members met at luncheon with members of 
the President's Cabinet and other representa
tives of the Executive Branch. They heard Sec
retary Flemming declare that the 1960 Confer
ence should be free to make any recommenda
tions it chose to the Federal Government, to 
local government agencies, and to private or
ganizations, and promised. that in his Depart
ment any recommendations from theComerence 
would be given the most serious consideration. 
They also heard Mrs. Katherine B. Oettinger, 
Chief of the Children's Bureau and Secretary of 
the National Committee, just returned from a 
series of international conferences, stress the 



importance of the 1960 Conference as a means 
of building international understanding based on 
a common concern for the weHare of children 
and youth. 

Following the luncheon meeting, the National 
Committee members began their first business 
session, taking up immediately the question of 
what the theme and focus of the 1960 Conference 
should be. In day and evening sessions, in dis
cussion groups and in plenary meetings, the Na
tional Committee worked until noon on Decem
ber 18, when they adjourned, with the major de
cisions made that would ·enable Conference prep
arations to move forward. 

FolloWing is a summary of the decisions 
reached and actions taken: 

DATE 

March Z7-April 2:., 1960. 

PLA.CE 

Washington, D. C., March 27 - Field House, 
Univer sity of Maryland; March 31 - April 1- Na
tional Guard Armory; other time s - various 
meeting rOoms, hotels, etc. 

THEME 

Statement of theme and focus adopted, stat
ing in part: "The purpose of the 1960 White 
House Conference is to promote opportunities 
for children and youth to realize their full po
tential for a creative life infreedom and dignity ." 

COOPERATING BODIES 

Resolutions adopted calling for a Council of 
National Organization s for the 1960 Conference, 
and a National Council of State Co:rnrnittees for 
the 1960 WhiteHouse Conference; existing coun_ 
cils authorized to take respon8ibilityfor organ
ization. 

Resolution adopted requesting the Interde
partmental Committee on Children and Youth to 
serve in the 1960 White House Conference. 

COMMITTEES 

Action taken to establish four Major Com
mittees, in addition to the Finance Committee, 
each with a steering conunittee: Studies, Inter
pretation, Organization and Arrangerne nts, 
Follow-up. 

ATTENDANCE 

Decided that the planned attendance should 
be 6,000, though 7,000 invitations might be 
issued. 

QUOTAS 

Recommendations referred to Committee on 
Organization and Arrangements that alter pro
vision is made for special groups, including in-

z 

ternational, overall quotas be allocated toCoun
cil 01 National Organizations and National Coun
cil 01 State Committees to provide for general 
participation, including youth participation. 

REGISTRATION FEE 

The registration fee to be $15, but transpor
tatioo and other items to be additional charges. 

BUDGET 

Budget of approximately $1,000,000 adopted: 
or this amount $100,000 is to be allocated for 
studies and $150,000 for follow-up activities. It 
was estimated that "conference operations" 
would cost about $650,000. 

FUTURE ME ETINGS 

Dates of future meetings of the National 
Committee left for later determination, with 
suggestion that meeting be called for June, the 
latter part of September, or October. 

Meetings of Executive Committee set for 
February 27 and 28,1959, and May 8 and 9,1959. 

WELCOME BY UNDER SECRETARY 

The deliberations of the 1960 White House 
Conference will irifluence the course of events 
not only in the immediate future but in the year s 
ahead, Miss Bertha Adkins. Under Secretary of 
Health, Education and Welfare, said in welcom
ing the members of the President's National 
Committee. 

-None of us can foresee all the changes 
which will occur in the next fifty years: she 
said, -and in some ways I think we can live more 
happily if we do not know all that lies ahead. 
But we can at least take our share of responsi
bility now in helping to create a climate for our 
naUon in which children and youth will have 
greater opportunities in the future than they have 
had in the past.· 

MRS. OETTINGER'S REMARKS 

-No other White HouseConference planning 
group encountered the difficulties which you fac e 
in making decisions which will have meaning 
throughout a decade.· 

So Mrs. Katherine B. Oettinger, Chief of 
the Children1s Bureau, addressed the members 
of the President's National Committee at the 
opening luncheon. 

"Acc.ustomed as we all are to living in a 
world that changes," she said, "most of us. I a:rn 
sure, are almost daily confounded by the pace 
and the unpredictability of that change." 

Mrs. Oettinger spoke of the "literally thou
sands" of working group s which have been ex
pressing their objectives for this decennial 
event. She was acutely aware, she said, of the 



--l -.:! ' 
, 

- II 

Typifying the broadly representative character of the President's National Corrunittee for the 1960 
WhiteHouse Conference on Children and Youth are the se three Vice-Chairmen, conferring during the 
recen,t meeting in Washington: The Very Rev. Msgr. Raymond J. Gallagher. Assistant Director of 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Cleveland; the Rev. Dr. Williant J, Villaume, Executive Director of 
the Department of Social Welfare, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.; and Rabbi 
Marc H. TanenbaUIn, Executive Director of the Synagogue Council of America. 

international interest in the Conference. Just 
returned from extended foreign travel on offi_ 
cial business, Mrs. Oettinger said: 

"While abroad, I attended four conferences 
focussed on health andweUare probleIns-rang
ing from hunger and hornelessness to freedom 
from wmecessa.ry individual limitations for all 
humankind. Concern for children and youth in 
each country was held in common. In this 
friendly rn.utual exchange, we seemed to develop 
understanding that I do believe may be significant 
to our nattonls destiny. 

"I hope, therefore, that as you evolve a plan 
for the selection of Conference membership 
from our vast and va.ried nation, you may be 
able to plan for leader s from other countries in 
the world to pla.y their part in this Conference, 
60 that we can all think together on issues of 
mutual concern." 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES 

The chairmen of seven Conference commit
tees have been named by Mrs. Rollin Brown, 
National Committee chairman, since theOecem
ber meeting. These are: 

Committee on Studies; Dr. Eli Ginzberg. 
Committee on Interpreta.tion: Mr. Erwin D. 

Canham. 
Conunittee on Organization and Arrange

ments; Rev. Dr. William J. Villaume. 
Committee on Program - Dr. Philip S. 
Barba. Corrunittee on Invitations and 
Credentials - Mr. Robert E. Bondy. 
Committee on Youth Activities - Mrs. 
Rutherford Rowan. 

Corrunittee On Follow-up: Dr. Edward D. 
Greenwood. 

3 



NATIONAL COMMITTEE ACTION 

After extensive discussion, the National 
Conunittee adopted a plan of organization utiliz
ing Major Committees for the main areas of 
Conference work, a Steering Comrnlttee in each 
of these areas , and a Co~mittee on Committees 
and a Finance Committee, which had been created 
earlier by the Executive Committee . . A Commit
tee on Theme and Focus, which also had been 
created by the Executive Committee, made its 
report to the National Committee, completing its 
aSSignment. 

Every memb er a£ the National Committee 
will serve on one of the Major Cornrnittees, which 
are concerned with Studies, Interpretation, Or
ganization and Arrangements, and Follow-up. 
Steering Committees, of approximately seven 
meJrl)ers each, are empowered to act for the 
Major Committees within limits designated by 
the Executive Cormnittee. The National Com
mittee will be kept Unformed through progress 
reports of the activities of all committees. The 
Chairman of the National Committee was au
thorized to make the appointments to the Major 
Co,nmittees and Steering Committees, in c_On
sultation with the Committee an Committees and 
the Chairmen .....nom she would select. 

FollOWing is the proposal of the Executive 
Committee containing th e recommendations 
which were adopted: 

I. It is recommended that: 
(a) Each Inember of the National Com

rnittee be asked to accept assigI\Jnent on a 
Major Committee. 

(b) Each Major Committee will have a 
Steering Committee of apprOximately seven 
persons appOinted by the chairman of the 
National Committee with full pOwer to act 
for the Major Committee within the limits 
deSignated by the Executive Committee. All 
other actions of the Steering Committee are 
to be subject to the approval of the Executive 
Committee. 

(c) All members of the Major Commit
tee will be asked to convey to the Steering 
Committee information and suggestions 
pertinent to the task aSSigned. Members of 
a Major Committee may also be asked to 
accept assignments pertinent to the business 
of the Major Conunittee. 

The ,Steering Committee shall keep all 
meni> ers of the Major Committee informed ' 
of its activities through such means as 
minutes, memoranda, etc . 

Progress reports on actions of" all 
committees will be transmitted in summary 
form to all member s of the National Com
mittee. 

il. It is recom:me:nded that four Major Com
mittees, in addition to the Finance Committee, 
be created to function in the follOwing areas: 
Studies, Interpretation, Organization and Ar -
rangements, and Follow-up. . 
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ill. It is further recommended that the 
Chairman of the National Committee appoint a 
chairman for each of the Major Committees, 
who shall also serve as chairmen of the Steer
ing Committees, and, in consultation with the 
Committee on Committees and these chairmen, 
appoint the members and consultants of their 
respective committees. 

Glossary 

National Committee - ThePresident's Commit
tee of 92 meJrl)ers. 

Executive Committee - The Chairman, fifteen 
Vice Chairmen and Secretary of the Na
tional Committee and the members-at
larg_e. 

Major Committees - COmmittees responsible 
for major functional ~reas, five in number, 
according to present plans: Finance, Stud
ies, Inte.rpretation, Organization and Ar
rangements, and Follow-Up. 

Steering Committees - Approximately seven 
members of a Major Committee, (deSig
nated to act for the Major COmmittee in 
certain areas). 

Subcommittees - Small coriunittees for specified 
purposes, serving under a Major Commit
tee. 

Consultants - Persons with technical compe
tence, not member s of the National Co:m
mittee (who have been approved by the Ex
ecutiveCormnittee to serve with a commit-
tee). . 

STATE COMMITTBBS WORKSHOP 

A workshop on preparation for the 1'960 
White House Conference was held in Washing 
ton, D. C .. January 15 and 16, under the aus
pices of the National Council of State Commit
tees for Children and Youth. Representatives of 
ma ny of the state committees submitted ques 
tions for which they were seeking answers ~d 
reports of their own activities. These provided 
the basis of discussion, from which evolved a 
number of recommendations to the President's 
Committee, to the Conference staff, and to the 
National Council a£ State Comznittees. 

In conjunction with the workshop, the board 
of directors of the National Council met, and the 
National Council's annual business meeting was 
held. A major action taken was to constitute the 
present National Council into the National Coun
cil of State Conunittees for the 1960 White House 
Conference. 

On the day following the workshop, there 
was a joint meeting of the boards of the National 
Council, the Council of National Organizations, 
and the Interdepartmental Committee on Ch.il
dren and Youth. 

The next Con[ erence Reporter will report 
on the workshop and these meetings in more 
detail. 



Conference Theme and FocuB--Continued 
(c) And how family, religion, the arts, 

government, conununity organizations and 
services such as health, echJ.cation, and wel
fare, peer groups, and the behavior af adults 
in their interaction s with children and youth 
deter or enable individual fulfillment and 
constructive service to humanity. 
"Z. Examination of the degree of achieve

ment of pre~ous White ,House Conference goals 
and reconunendations. 

"3. Determination of the action that indi
viduals, organizations, and local, state, and na
tional government can take to implement con
ference purposes ." 

Members af the Theme and Focus Commit
tee were: Mr. Roy Sorenson, Chairman; the 
Very Rev. Msgr. Raymond J. Gallagher, Dr. 
Edward D. Greenwood. Mr. Joseph H. Reid, Dr. 
Ruth A. Stout. Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, and 
Dr. Ralph W. Tyler. 

In introducing the subject 01 theme andfocus. 
Mr. Sorenson said, "We are really seeking same 
concise description of what the Conference is to 
be about. We are not looking for an advertising 
slogan. nor a clever play on words. Our mission 
is to try to think about focus. rather than an 
exercise in word building. although we have got 
to find a way of describing our ideas in words." 

Mr.Sorenson recalled that the 1950Confer
ence focussed on the b.'ealthy personality of the 
child. and conunented that it "lookcd inward." 
"If there has been anyone thought which has 
been in the consultations and Incetings which 
preceded this Ineeting," he said, "it has been 
that this time we ought to look outside. as well. 
at our changing sOciety. but building on the 
ground that was taken in 1950." 

Memh er 5 of the National COInmittee were. 
supplied with summaries and abstracts of sug
gestions regarding theme and focus that had 
been made by the Joint Gonhirence on Children 
and Youth and by various advisory groups and 
individuals over the last several years. They 
also were given a report by Dr. Helen Witmer, 
of the Children's Bureau, on her studies of a 
possible theme and focus for 1960. These had 
been analyzed by the Committee on Theme and 
Focus, and in them Mr. Sorenson ·noted the fol
lOwing recurring emphases: (1) Our changing 
SOCiety, (Z) The strategic place of the family, 
(3) The creative potential of youth, and ("4) Im.
pleInentation and action. 

To provide the basis for discus sion, Mr. 
Sorenson offered. for the Executive Committee, 
the foUow:ing statement of theme: "Understand
ing conte:mporary change as it affects the re
sponsibility of home and conununity to enable 
children and youth to realize their full potential," 
and a nu:rnber of related observations and ques
tions regarding focus and areas of study. 

As reported earlier, discussion continued 
throughout this general session, in the group 
meetings that evening, and into the general ses
sion on Decemb er 17, when the Com"~~ on 
Theme and Focus was charged to bring in 

another recommendation based on the ideas and 
suggestions that had eInerged. ' 

In its final report, on Decenlber 18, the 
Conunittee proposed as a short statement of 
theme. or slogan" "Individual Fulfillme.nt in a 
Changing World:~ Beforea vote was taken, how
ever. it was decided to eliminate the slogan from 
the official statement, leaving it available for 
use as the need arises, but flexible and subject 
to change. 

What finally was adopted was a statement of 
theme and purpose. with a definition of the focus 
of the 1960 Conference, to give. in the words of 
the Chainnan of the Committee on Theme and 
Focus, "some guidance and direction to fact 
finding. state cOInmittee and national organiza
tion preparation, and program planning." 

A SUMMING UP 

At the close of the National Committee 
meeting, Mrs. Rollin Brown. chairman, summed 
up its accomplishments and described its spirit 
and purpose. saying: 

"Certainly you have felt a great surging up 
of inter est and dedication and concern on the 
part of your fellow-Inembers on this National 
Committee. You mu.st have felt the support and 
interest of the Chief Executive of this country. 
Surely you felt the determination of the Secre
tary, with whom we are most intimately asso
ciated. to be as helpful as it is hwnanlypossible 
to be without, in any way, pre suming to direct or 
dictate what you do. You must have been helped 
by the presence of the members of the Interde
partIn ental Committee and the official represent
atives of other agencies of Government. 

"Yoo. Inust have felt, also, that this is going 
to be a real team operation. 

"During the last fifty years our world has 
been shrinking, and we have talked about how 
small it is and bow rapidly we can get from 
here to there. But. now, you know, it is really 
expanding . Everything that is in the papers 
every day reminds us that we are reaching far 
beyond this planet. 

"SoIneone suggested that perhaps the theme 
of this Conference shruld be, 'Children and 
Youth on just one Planet.' 

"However it may be, we are going to con
sider our status here in AIner ica in terms oi 
what is happening in the world-let us say, in 
the universe-but we are gomgto think together; 
and we are taking into consideration, as has 
been said here on so many occasions, that one 
of the great strengths of this country' is the 
great diversity of our people. 

"This is one of the things that has made us 
different from other nations. and we find it un
comfortable anddiIficult to live with sOInetiInes. 
Yet we do succeed in pulling ourselves together 
in a most dramatic way. and purposeful way, 
when there is good will and interest and deter
mination and dedication-and certainly that is 
represented in this group." 
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Miss Bertha Adkins, Under Secre,ary of Health, Educa,ion and "'elfare, .. elcoming 
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P.o,,, ...... , chu .. :hmen who a.e membeu of .he Nadon,,1 Comminee • . Left [0 ri,ht: 
Harry M. Lind" .. ist . John Tannehill, Roben: E. Bondy, R"" .. O'.WilIi.m J. ~illa .. me, 
and Dr. H .. rs, Anderson. 
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REMARKS OF PRESIDENT EISENHOWER TO MEMBERS OF THE 
NATIONAL COMMiTTEE AT THE WHITE HOUSE, DECEMBER 16, 1958 

I assure you first of all it is a privilege and 
a great honor to welcome you here to this con
vocation-those who have been apP9inted to this 
traditional Committee, started fifty years ago by 
Theodore Roosevelt and which meets every ten 
years. It has become something that I believe 
we can now classify as a permanent part of our 
educational process, at least so far as youth and 
children are concerned. 

Certainly they had a great effect because 
President TheodoreRoosevelt was gravely con
cerned about · infant mortality and children's 
health. And nOWIaminformed thatthe percent
age for reaching adult life for a child born today 
is five times better than it was fifty years ago. 
I! a Committee such as this were responsible 
even for part of that progress, then indeed it is 
worthwhile. Such a record as that-and it has 
been repeated in different forms in 1920, 1930, 
1940 and 1950-is always a continuing challenge 
toward your understanding and your energy. As 
a matter of fact, your dedication to America's 
welfare is exactly what your concern aboutchil
dren means. 

Before such a group as this I am not gOing 
to be bold enough to make any very ponderous 
statements or any that are by any stretch of the 
imagination\to be interpreted as erudite. But I 
do like children-I have some grandchildren
and SO I think I can Wk a little bit before we 
disperse. 

I am concerned about the opportunity that 
is put before every child from the day of his or 
her birth until certainly he or she gets through 
high school. And of course, this starts at the 
home. 

Today there are 22 million working women. 
Of that 22 million, 7 and a half millio.n are work
ing mothers, and unquestionably a great number 
of that 7 and a half million are working because 
they have to help keep the wolf from the door. 
They work because they have to work. But if 
there is only a tiny percentage doing this beclJ,use 
they prefer a career to an active career of real 
motherhood and care for the little child, I should 
think they 'would have to consider what is the 
price they are paying in terms of the opportuni
ties that child has been denied. Certainly no 
one can do quite as much in molding the child's 
habit of thinking and implanting certain standards 
as Ca.J1 the mother. 

And next, I should put before the school, the 
Church. There is no one in the United States 
who needs to be told or reminded that aU free 

civilization rests upon a basis ofreligious faith. 
You can find this statement repeated in our own 
founding documents-in the Declaration of Inde
pendence. Recognizing that spiritual foundation 
of our civilization, if we are going to make 
America better because its children are better 
trained and better educated, certainly we must 
start with the very basfs on which our whole 
civilization is founded-and that is a deeply-felt 
religiOUS faith. 

Now, as to the school. One day someone 
calculated for me the waking hours of a child 
that are spent in the presence of his teacher 
during his school years as compared to those 
hours in his home. It is a figur~ which gives 
you a great feeling of respect for the good teacher 
and the hope that every teacher we have can still 
be better. And in their dedication, in their de
votion to this ideal of a better America through 
better children is , I think, one of our greatest 
hopes for the future. 

Lees remember that the teacher needs fa
cilities-facilities of every kind that make it 
possible to make his inIluence felt as he gives 
to these children real leadership. I hasten to 
add that I believe this is in a ver.y large degree 
the responsibility of the locality. Our Federal 
Government is not a highly-centralized form of 
Government. Certainly this was not in the vision 
of our founders. The responsibility of education 
rests upon you, and upon me, as citizens and as 
active members of our community in the city, 
district and state. It is only remotely, or at least 
indirectly the responsibility of the Federal Gov
ernment to concern itself with these things. And 
yet, it is a national need. So we do have ,to have 
a national kind of coordination that you people 
are here to achieve-leadership given by such a 
body as this-and where necessary and where 
some kind of emergency or unexpected need de
mands, then I should think: there are many forms 
of help that can be given when the locality simply 
cannot meet it. 

Nowlhave only one other idea or belief that 
some of you might find worthy of a little con
sideration. I think that we have to put at least 
one or two more years in our educational sys
tem before we say a man has graduated from 
high school, or at least from his local free sys
tem. As I understand it, and as educators ex
plained it to me once, the high school itself came 
about-and was established by localities, the 
school districts or city or town-because it was 
felt that it was the very minimum of education 
that every citizen of the United States should 
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have in order to discharge his local responsibil
ities. 

Now, if he wanted to qualify for broader re
sponsibilities in the educational field-getting 
that qualification through education-then he 
ought to go to a college, university or under
graduate school, and so on. But the high school 
ought to give him a good comprehension of the 
world in which he lives-his relationship to the 
community, to the rest of the world and certainly 
to the rest of the United states. And that was to 
be the limit of his education. 

I submit, first of all, life has become too 
complicated. If that was the standard then, the 
standard now is toolciw. Life is too complicated 
to be satisfied with the kind of education just for 
local understanding of local responsibilities. 
Secondly, I think that our youngsters are so much 
more ready to meet complicated small problems 
that I really believe we could do well by includ
ing what we call junior college, or certainly 
something near it, so that they can enlarge them
selves to the extent of their capability in a good 
high school system even if they never have the 
urge or opportunity to go to ,college. 

Talking about the precociousness of these 
children, my birthday was a couple of months 
ago. One of my grandchildren came and pre
sented me with a Nike missile made up from 
the pieces in a bOX, arid I thought maybe that 
wasn't too smart. The pieces ~d been glued 
together, and it really looked like a Nike. But 
when they began to inform me about the range 
of it-its usefulness and what it was all about
and what it could do and couldn't do-I realized 
I was learning some things from out of the 
mouths of babes which I should hav.e known from 
my own professional standing over a good many 
years. 

SO I say to you this is the business of giving 
the opportunity for education in the local free 
area where I really believe we should give a 
greater opportunity for education-the area right 
there where the child is close to his parents, to 
his own Church, all his own neighborhood in 
which he feels a litllefamiliar-before he tackles 
these higher realms of education. And ·as I 
understand it, that is not today our responsibility. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is a very great 
privilege to welcome you here, and I certainly 
do thank you from the bottom of my heartfor the 
time and intellectual effort you are giving to 
make this whole thing a real possibility of de
veloping the kind of plan that you believe the 
1960Meeting must follow, if it is to be success
ful. Goodbye and Good Luck. 

S 

CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE 

The size of the 1960Conference will neces
sarily be governed. by the facilities available for 
its general sessions. Except for the FieldHouse 
of the University of Maryland, where the open
ing session is to be held, the National Guard 
Armory, with a present approved meeting ca
pacity of between five and six thousand, oHers 
the best facilities for a Conference of this kind 
and it was therefore decided that the general 
sessions on Thursday and Friday would be held 
there. 

It was estiJD.ated that some seven thousand 
invitations would produce an attendance appro
priate for theArrnory. There was som e discus
sion of thepossibilitythat new physical arrange
ments at the Armory, permitting a larger attend
am:e, might be completed by the time; of the Con
ference, but it was decided tha.t planned attend
ance should be limited to· the Armory's present 
capacity. 

The Committee on Organization and Ar
rangements will. therefore, have the task of 
recommending the means of alloc ating some six 
thousand Conference places to the organizations, 
agencies and groups through whom participants 
would be proposed. It will have before it the 
suggestions that came from the Group on Or
ganization and Arrangements during the Na
tional Committee meeting that overall alloca
tions be made to the Council of National Organi
zations and to the National Council of State 
COlIllIlittees for the fixing of quotas for proper 
repre sentation by field of interest, regions, age 
groups, and so forth. 

INTERNATI.ONAL PARTICIPATION 
The desirability of international participa

tion in the 1960 Conference through properly 
qualifi ed persons was recognized in the Na
tional Corrunittee discussions. This matter too . 
was referred to the Committee on Organization 
and Arrangements for study a.nd recommenda
tions. 

BUDGET 

A budget of $1,000,000 for the 1960 White 
House Conference was adopted by the National 
COYllmittee. 

This sum includes $100,000 to meet the ex
penses of Conference studies, and $150,000 to 
finance follow-up activities. The balance is the 
amount estimated to be needed for Conference 
preparations and operations. 

In making the report which was approved 
by the National Committee, Dr. Hurst R.Ander
son, Finance Committee Cha.irman. said the 
members of the Finance Comnlittee were con
vinced this amount can be raised through the 
cooperative efforts of individuals, private or
ganizations, and GovernYllent, and proposed to 
"Carry forward in the spirit of this report." 



COOPERATING BODIES 

The National Committee took steps to es
tablish liaison with cooperating national organi
zations, with State Committees on Children and 
Youth that are appointed by the Governors for 
the 1960 WhiteHouse Conference and with agen
cies of the Federal government. To accom
plish this. the existing Council of NationalOr
ganizations and National Council of State Com
mittees for Children and Youth, which had been 
formed to help in the follow-up of the 1950 Con
ference, were asked to take responsibility for 
organization of the Councils that would act in 
relation to the 1960 Conference. The Interde
partmental Committee on Children and Youth 
was asked to help stimulate and coordinate the 
activities of Federal agencies in relation to the 
1960 Conference. 

COUNCIL OF !jATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Before acting on the relationship with na
tional organizations, the National Committee 
members heard a report by Robert E.Bondy, of 
New. York, Director of the National Social Wel
fare A ssembly and Chairman of the Council of 
National Organizations. He described how that 
Council had cooperated with the Council of State 
Committees on Children and Youth and with the 
Fede ral Interdepartmental C ommittee on Chil
dren and Youth s ince the 1950 Conference. Mr. 
Bondy also reported that the Council. upon being 
asked for suggestions , had recommended to the 
Executive Committee that provision be made for 
active participation by national organizations in 
the 1960 Conference and had offered itself as a 
device for inaugu rating and bringing into being a 
1960 Council of National. Organizations to serve 
that purpose. 

Upon the recomme ndation of the Executive 
Committee, the National Committee adopted a 
resolution "that there be created a Council of 
National Organizations on Children and Youth to 
provide for the most effective integration with 
Conference work of the n ational organizations' 
special activitieS, interests andknowl edge about 
children and youth." The fun ctions of thisCoun
cit were set forth in the r esolution as follows: 

·"1. T o stimulate national organization par
ticipation and program and policy determination. 

"l. Tokeep national organizations inform.ed 
of policy and program decisions and develop

. rnents i n program and Conference planning. 
"3 . To make available to the 1'960 White 

House Conference the knowledge , experience 
and re sources of national organizations. 

"4. To s timulate the cooperat ion and par
ticipatim of me mb ers of national organizations 
in the planning for and in the follow-up plans of 
the Conference." 

By the acti on taken by the National Comm.it
tee, crit e r ia for membership in the Council of 
National Organizations are to be "s imple and 

. 
broad in natur e, With membership open to all 
national organizations having it. major interes t . 
emphasi s or concern in children and youth, with 
particular refe rence to the focus of th e Con
ference." Organizations . on .th e Attorney G en 
eral's list. it was voted. would not be eligible 
for membership in the Council. F inal approval 
of organizations f or mern.betship in the Council 
would be by action of the E~ecutive Committee 
of the National Committee for the 1960 Confer
ence. 

The resolution also authorized the existing 
Council of National Organizations to proceed 
with the organization of a Council of National 
Organizations for the 1960 Conference, subject 
to the approval of the Execut ive Committee, and 
to serve in that capacity until the new Council 
has been formed. 

COUNCIL OF STATE COMMITTEES 

After hearing Mrs . Otto L. Falk, of Ocono
mowoc. Wisc ., Vice Chairma.n of the National 
Council of State Committees on Children and 
Youth. and a member of the National Commit
tee, describe the activities of that organization 
and its members, the National Committee pro
ceeded to vote on, and adopt, the follOwing reso
lution, which had been recom.mended to it by the 
Executive Committee; 

"We approve in principle the c reation of or 
affiliatim with an o rganizational structure that 
is able to se rve as the gO-between or interm.e
diary between the White Hous e Conference Staff 
of the National Committee and the Governor S' 
Committees in the States. 

"The E xecutive Committee recommends that 
the functions of the Council of State Committees 
be similar to those of the Council of National 
Organizations: and that the criteria (or memb er
ship of State Committees in the Council of State 
Committees be thos e (committees) that have 
been oIficially appOinted by the Governors of 
the various States and Territories; and that the 
existing Council of State Committees. se rving 
as a temp orary council, be authorized to pro
ceed with the organization of a Council of State 
Committees for the 1960 White House Confer
ence, to be constituted in accordance with the 
for egoing provisions and subject to the approval 
of the Executive Committee of th~ Conference." 

In discussion of this resolution. it was em
phasized that membershipin .the Council of State 
Committees fo r th e 1960 Conference would be 
limited to those committees designated by the 
G ove rnor s in response t o the request that c arne 
from the President through the Secretary of 
H e alth, Education and Welfare. It was brought 
out , h oweve r . that in instances where the G ov
ernor of a State did not appoint s uch a com.mit
tee. interested groups of that state could be r e 
lated to the Confer ence in other ways. 

INTmDEPAR TMENTAL COMMITTEE 

The National Committee members heard a 
report on th e interes t and acvitivies of the Inter-
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depart:mental Committee on Children and Youth 
from Miss Beatrice McConnell, chairman of the 
subcommittee which serves as liaison , between 
the Interdepartmental Committee and the 1960 
White House Conference. She explained that the 
Committee had been in existence for about ten 
years as a means of "coordinatil!-S and bringing 
together the .various Federal programs" con
cerned with children and the people 'Nbo are 
working in these programs. The subconunittee 
on the 1960 Conference, she said, had met sev
eral times to plan for its most useful role, and 
as its first concrete project was aSSisting in the 
preparation of a chart book containing resource 
materials for the use of state committees and 
others preparing for the Conference. She said 
that the Comrn.i.ttee would be available for any 
service it 'couldperformfor the 1960 Conference. 

Later the National Committee approved a 
resolution presented by Mrs. Oettinger, as fol 
lows: 

"The White House Conference requests the 
Interdepartmental Committee for Children and 
Youth to serve in the 1960-White House Confer
ence. While recognizing that th i s Committee is 
not the only channel for Federal relations, it 
has made four points in the way it wishes the 
Interdepartmental Committee for Children anc$ 
Youth to serve: 

"First, to provide the Federal Agencies' 
participation in policy and program determina
tion, in fact finding, conununications, and other 
aspects of Conference activity; 

"Second, to keep Federal GoverrunentAgen
des informed of policy and program decision s 
and of progress in Conference planning; 

"Third, to make available to the 1960 White 
House ConferenceCornmittee the knowledge and 
resources and experience of Federal Govent
ment Agenci es; 

"Fourth, to provide for participation of 
Federal Agericies in the follow-u.p plan of 
Conference." 

CONFERENCE HOUSING 

The greater part of the entire convention 
facilities of the National Capital area will be 
used by the -Golden Anniversary· white House 
Conference on Children and Youth. 

According to plans approved by the National 
Committee, the opening session on Sunday eve
ning, March Z7, 1960 will be held atthe Field 
House of the University of Maryland, at College 
Park, in the Washington suburbs. This is con
sidered to be the finest auditorium in the area, 
and will accommodate up to ZO,OOO persons. 
The excess capacity above the six: thousand ex
pected as official Conference delegates would 
permit invitations tobe issued to rnanyto attend 
this session only. Interest in the opening session 
is expected to be high if this isthe occasion when 
the President addresses the Conference. 

Various hotels and the conference facilities 
of Goverrunent agencies and private organiza-
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tions in Washington would be used for meetings 
during the next three days, Conference exhibits 
would be displayed at centrally located hotels 
where many delegates would be residing and 
major Conference me etings would be held. 

General sessions would be held on Thurs
day and Friday at the National Guard Armory, 
at East Capitol Street and the Anacostia River , 
in Washington. 

The Committee on Organization and Ar
rangements will have responsibilities for de
veloping a complete plan for the staging of the 
Conference, based on the decisions and recom
mendations that came from the National Com
mittee Meeting. 

RE=RATION FEE 

Included in the report of the Finance Com.
mittee was the recommendation that because of 
increased costs, the registration fee for the 1960 
Conference be fixed at $15, which is $5 more 
than in 1950. This too, was approved. 

The question of when the National Commit
tee wruld meet again was left for later deter
mination. In presenting this matter, the Na
tional Conunittee Chairman suggested that either 
in June or in September or October the Com
mittee might well meet to review progress made 
up to that time. It was left that the next meet 
ing would convene at the call of the Chairman. 

Dates were fixed for two meetings of the 
Executive Committee, on February Z7 and 28, 
and on May 8 and 9, to be held in Washington, 
D. C. 

DlSCllSSlON GROUPS 

In order that all members of the National 
Committee lTIight be involved in and contribute 
to major policy formation for the 1960 Con
ference, members. other than those serving on 
the Finance Comntittee, were divided into four 
groups corresponding to the four major areas 
of Conference planning activities: Studies, In
terpretation, Organization and Arrangeznents, 
and Follow-up. These groups met on the even
ing of December 17 to consider problems in 
their respective areas and develop suggestions 
that could be referred to the Conference com
mittees soon to be appointed. 

On the follOWing day, the National Commit
tee members in general session heard reports 
from these discussion groups. Dr. Ralph W. 
Tyler reported for the Group on Studies; Mrs. 
Berne S. J acobsen, for the Group on Conference 
Interpretation; Mr. Roy Sorenson, for the Group 
on Organization and Arrangements; and Mrs. 
Crecene A. Fariss, for the Group on Follow-up. 

These reports were recei ved with the under
standing that they would be referred to the ap 
propriate committees for study and action . 



SOME NOTEWORTHY TITLES 

As an aid to preparation for the 1960 White 
House Conference on Children and youth, the 
Conference staff has made available a read~ 
"list preparec! by Dr. Mary Ellen Goodman, Co
orginator of Conference studies. This repre
sents a sampling of recent books, pamphlets, 
articles and bibliographies on children and youth. 
Some of the titles listed are the following: 

BOOKS 
Childhood and Adolescence _ A Psychology of 

the Growing Person, L. Joseph Stone and 
Joseph Church. Random House, Inc., 457 
Madison Ave., New York, N. Y., 1957. 456 
pp. $6.50. scholarly, comprehensive, and 
readable study of psychological development 
frOIn ccnception through adolescence. 

Aznerica's Children. Eleanor H. Bernert. John 
Wiley .&r. Sons" Inc., 440 Fourth Ave., New 
York 16, N. Y., 1958. 185 pp. $6.00. Find
ings of the 1950 census are presented in 
terms of 'such factors as education, resi
dence, and work activity, showing the dif
ferences among children in various areas 
of the country. 

American Families, Paul C. Glick. John Wiley 
&: Sons, Inc., 440 Fourth Ave., New York 16, 
N. Y" 1957. 240 pp. $6.00. Presents an 
analysis of census data at the midcentury 
and includes inlortnation on marriage, 
family composition, and other aspects of. 
family life. 

A Parentis Guide to EverydayProblems of Boys 
and Girls - Helping Your Child from Five 
to Twelve. Sidonie Matsner Gruenberg. 
Random House, New · York. 1958. 363 pp. 
$4.95. This book brings together knowledg e 
from studies, observations, and experiences 
of parents of children ip. this age group. 

The Psychodynamics of Family Life: Diagnosis 
and Treatment of Family Relationships. 
Nathan W. Ackerman. Basic Books, 59 
Fourth Ave .. New York. 1958. 379 pp. 
$ 6.75. Outlines conceptual approach to emo
tionaldisturbance in the individual through 
analySiS of his family experience. 

TheHighSchoolin a NewEra. Edited by Francis 
S. Chase and Harold A. Anderson. Univ. of 
Chicago Press, Chicago, ilL. 1958. 465 pp. 
$5.75. Based on papers presented at 1957 
Conference on the ~ rican High School 
sponsored by the Univ. of Chicago in col
laboration with the National Citizens Coun
t;il for Better Schools. 

Emotional Problems of Adolescents. J. Roswell 
Gallagher and Herbert I. Harris. Oxford 
University Press,New York. 1958.174 pp. 
$3.50. Addressed to persons who deal with 
adolescents either in groups or individually, 
this book-by a pediatrician and a psychia
trist-emphasizes the importance of under
standing the stresses of adolescence. 

The Gang: A Study in Adolescent Behavior. 
Herbert A. Block and Arthur NiederhoHer. 
Philosophical Library, Inc., 15 E. 40th St., 
Ne w York 16, N. Y. 1958. 231 pp. $6.00. 
Describes Ol1ld analyzes the behavior of 
adolescents in a variety of cultures. 

PAMPHLETS 
The Pursuit of Excellence: Education and Future 

of America . Special Studies Project Report 
V, Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Doubleday, 
Garden City, N. Y., 1958. 49 pp. $0.75. 

Youth Groups in Conflict. U. S. Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, Washington 
25, D. C. Children's Bureau Publication 
No. 365, 1958. 52 pp. The Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
O!iice, WaShington l5, D. C. $0.25. 

All Children Have Gi!t s . Anne S. Hoppock, Bul
letin 100. Association for ChildhoodEduca
tion International , 1200 - 15th St., N. W., 
O!iers guidelines toward helping each child 
discover his own creative abilities, on the 
theory that every child has a cantribution 
to make to the development of ademocratic 
culture. 

Worrying About College? Fred M. Hechinger. 
Discusses the increasingly serious problem 
of gaining adn:littance to American colleges. 
No. 51-266. Issued by Public Affairs Pam
phlets,22 E. 38th St., New York 16, N. Y. 
Single cqly $0.17. 

U. S. Education: What's wrong: What's ahead. 
Special Report: Business Week, April 19, 
1958. Copies available at $0.50 each. Re
print Department, Business Week, 330 W. 
42nd St., New York 36, N. Y. 

ARTICLES 
More Challenge for llie Talented. Charles E. 

Bish. pp. 12-13, 19; and other articles on 
Education. General Federation Clubwoman, 
1734 N st., N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 
November 1958. 

School and Community Human-Relations Pro
grains. Joseph H.Do\lglass, Children. Jan
uary-February 1958, pp. 3-8. The Superin
tendent of. Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing OHice, Washington25, D. C. Single 
copies $0.25. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIES 
Bibliography on Your Child. A selected list of 

23 popular Government publications cover
ing child care froIn birth to middle teens . 
The Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington25, 
D. C . Single cCJ!y without charge. 

ASelected Bibliography on Juvenile Delinquency. 
Revised 1958. Abibliography prepared pri
marily for workers in the held 0'£ juvenile 
delinquency. Single copy available on re
quest from Division of Juvenile Delinquency 
Service, U.S. Department of Health, Educa
tion, and Welfare, Washington 25, D. C. 
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SUI1l1ARY OF HIGlILIGHfS CF FIRST qlIENrATION MEETING 

OF THE NAT rONAL ADVISORY COUKlIL OF SYNAGOGlIl COUKlIL OF AMERICA 

HELD DEC. 3, 1959, Kr THE HARMONIE CLUB, NEW YCitK ClTY 

HCSTS: HON. HERBERT H. LEHMAN Am MR. BENJAMIN LAZRlB 

Dr . Julius Mark, first vice-president of the Synagogue Council of America and 
Senior Rabbi ·of Temple Emanu-El, New York City, presided as toastma.ster~ He 
\l,'elc<;>med the members of the National Advisory Council to the Ilfirst progrs.m 
orientation meetingr1 of NAC. "Many of you,ll Dr. Mark said, "have come from a 
great distance to take part in our discussion which is des~gned, primarily to . 
demonstrate first, the need for the cooperation of community leaders lilce your
selves in our activities, and secondly, the ~ner in which your leadership can 
best be utilized to the benefit of the American and the .,Jewish community ~ 11 

Dr. Mark then intrcrluced former Senator Herbert He Lehman 'Whom he characterized. 
as lithe conscience of the nation. II 

§!IN. LEHMAN URGES LAY LEADERS TO HELP RESTCRE NKrION'S MffiAL STRENGTH 

Speaking as Honorary Chairman of the National Advisory Council, former Senator 
Lehman expressed his concern over "the decline of social and moral v~ues ·over. 
the past decade,l1most recently reflected in the television investigations. 

Pointing out tpat "it is not la'" alone that preserves justice but the ~ividual 
. convict ions of our people and their steadfast bel ief in ~oral principle, "Senator 
Lehman urged the members of the National Advisory CouncU, IIrecog~ized community 
leaders, to help us in our ' efforts to restore the moral strength of this country." 

Ser:: . Lehman stated that he regarded nthe National Advisory Council as a potential 
instrument for greater effectiveness" in advancing the moral and ethical dimensio~ 
of the Synagogue Councills work in national and internat::l.onal. affairs~ He pai~ 
particular tribute to the usefulness of the cooperative activities in ~ich the 
Synagogue Oouncil is engaged "'ith representatives of the Catholic and Protestant 
religions. The elder statesman underscored the success of this ",o:r.k derived from 
t he fact that the Synagogue Council uniquely represents the Reform, 'Orthodox, and 
Conservative movements. Concluding his moving statement with a plea to "lay 
leade~s to become the lactive ingredient n in this 'program,11 Sen, Lehman declared: 
il l can only hope that all of you ¥lill take back to Y9ur own communities, in 
addition to any other responsibilities vhich you may assume, the sense of urgenc,y 
that I feel at tbis moment in history. n 

~E N.rAMIN LAZRlB TERMS N.A.C, ''TURNING POIm" IN U.S. JEWlSH HISTORY 

The National. Chairman of the Advisory Council, Benjamin Lazrus, wo is the founder 
a nd former chairman of the board of Benrus Watoh Company, presented a searchi.ng 
background statement on lIthe areas in "'hic1;t the Synagogue Council of America has 
cooperative relationships vith the national C~tholic and Protestant church federa
tions, the United States Government, and the United Nations. 11 



As you know, Mr. Lazrus explained, ·lIthe Synagogue Council as the coordinating 
agency for the Conservative., Orthodox, and Reform Jewish communities, represents 
American Jewry as one of the ",three major faiths in national J international 
affairs, and 1,n -~nter-religious act'ivities. II In recent months alone, he noted, 
lithe Synagogue Council has been invited and has accepted the invitation from 
President Eisenho.,lsr to coordina~e Jewish religious participation in the 1960 
White House Conference on Children and Youth, the 1961 'White House Conference 
on Aging, World Refugee Year, the President's Conunitte:e on Government Contracts, 
the U.S. Committee for the United Nations, ~d the U.S. National Commission for 
UNESCO. During the past month alone, the Synagogue Council has been called upon 
to provide representatives at some eighteen important national and international 
conferences. 
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"For a group such as this," Mr. Lazrus added, "I need not underscore any further 
the great responsibility in terms of manpower and of leadership which these 
cha1~enges call for .. ,'. as a first and major step to help meet this extraordinary 
call for tne foremost Jewish community representatives Senator Lehman and I, at 
the invitation of Rabbi Davidson, joined to organize the National Advisory Council. 
We conceive this to be a resource group, a reservoir of experienced men in Jewish 
community life, people with great capacity and devotion, of natural leadership 
talents and committed to the strengthening of our religious ideals and making 
them manifest in the thinking and behavior of America. 

lIWe have been heartened with the enthusiastic response to our invitations to the 
outstanding men in the Jewish comml,mity, TOOay, our National Advisory Councll 
numbers forty communal leaders ..mose names constitute a virtual 'WhOT s Who' in 
Jewish life in America. We sincerely believe that the formation of this group, 
and activating it into serious participation in the affairs of the Synagogue 
Council of Amer:ica constitutes a turning point in the history of the Jewish 
community in America," Chairman Lazrus concluded. 

~IDENr DAVIDSON DESCRIBES NEW FRONrlERS OF COOPERATIVE SERVICE 

The President of the Synagogue Council, Rabbi Max D. Davidson, pointed up the 
significance and achievement implied in the participation of the NAC program of 
a leading Roman Cutholic MOn5-ignor, a foremost official of the World- Council of 
Churches, a tr •. S. State Department spokesman, and the head of the U.S. Committee 
for the United Nations. 

This experience of VOluntary cooperation between the maj or faiths and Government, 
Dr., ·Davidson asserted, i,s one of the great achievements of Ar ~ric:;:.n ~emocracy, 
even as it is a great opportunity. and responsibility. He stressed the need to 
strengthen these precedents of c,ooperation for the welfare of our nation. 

In order to render more effective the Jewish contribution to America, Dr.Davidson 
outlined proposals for the creation of advisory groups of Jewish eJq:erts in fields 
such as social ~elfare, foreign affairs, and other -vital areas of American life. 
He pointed out that there are experts and specialists ~orking · in the federal and 
state governments and in the universities ..mo have little or no communication 
among themselves •. "One of the services that \19. hope to perform is to provide a 
means for regular consultation for such outstanding scholars and research people 
~ho can perform a service far the Je~ish community and for themselves by pooling 
their skills in areas 'Where we desperately need more information, more research, 
pilot projects, and the lik~. This is, of c01B'se, "Dr. Davidson said, "some_ 
thing which can be done only under the umbrella of the Synagogue Council 'Which 
represents no partisan . group , but which seeks to represent the total and collec-
t ive religious . interests of otn' people. II · 



Dr. Davidson concluded with the hope that the Synagogue Council leaders 
would have the opportunity to meet at frequent intervals with members of 
the National Advisory Council with a view to¥lard hav~ng tl)e benefit of 
their experience end thinking in helping to shape those national policies 
which affect the fut1ll'e of the Je'ol1sh people. 
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THE VERY REV. MOISICNffi RAYlIOND J. GALLAGHER OF CLEVELAND ON CATHCLIO-JEWlSH TIES 

Magr. Gallagher pointed out that the religious communities of America are 
making an outstanding ·contribution in the field of social welfare.. He noted 
that the strength of their motivations is grounded in the morality and ethics 
that the three faiths share in common. He expressed his deep personal satis
faction over the cooperation and mutual helpfulness that have grown up between 
the Rev. Dr. William Vil1aume, National Council of Churches, Rabbi Tanenbaum 
of the Synagogue Counci1~ and himself in their service on the 1960 White House 
Conference on Children and Youth, the 1961 White House Conference on Aging, 
and in their inter-faith consultatfons 'With Secretary Flemming in Washington. 
Msgr. Gallagher said that the Christian faith has a great deal to learn and 
oan be greatly enriched by the historic Jewish tradition. III, as a Catholic, 
beg of you to support this effort to make the voice of the Synagogue and of 
Jewish tradition heard more effectively throughout the 'Whole of American 
life,1I Nsgr. Gallagher said. 

TH!LRELDRJICHARD M. FAGLEY. CGlMI§SION OF CHlRCHES ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAlRS 

The Rev. Dr. Fagley, 'Who is executive secretarl of the Commission of Churches 
on International Affairs -- a group 'Which represents the interests of 175 
million Protestants throughout the 'World in foreign affairs -- spoke of the 
gro'Wing and helpful cooperation bet'Ween the National Council of Churches and 
the Synagogue Council of America in foreign affairs matters of common concern. 
Dr. Fagley expressed a strong conviction that the Churches and Synagogues 
have a major responsibility in helping to define the moral issues of foreign 
relations problems as well as to take advantage of their personal. contacts 
vith churchmen around the 'World for purposes of mediat-ing international 
conflict·s and tensions between nations. He described experiences of the 
World Cou!lcil of Churches in contributing to solutions of problems in Korea, 
Viet-Nam, the Middle East, and in Latin America. Dr. Fagley said that the 
Churches and the Synagogues were only at the threshold of their greatest 
period cf service in this field. He said that it is essential for the 
Churches and Synagogues to train their best people in political science and 
foreign relations in order to make the Christian and JeWish traditions come 
to bear in the roost effective 'Way on the policy making of statesn:en. 

HaN. HARRY W. SE_IS, CHIEF LIAlSON OFFICER OF THE U.S. STATE DEPARrMENT 

Mr., Seamans, Chief Liaison Officer of the Office of Public Affairs of the 
Department of State, described the role of voluntary organizations and public 
opinion generally in the formulation of the foreign polfcy of the U.S. Govern
ment. Mr. Seamans displayed a variety of public opinion samplfng documents 
-which State Department officers regularly use to keep informed of the attitudes 
and vieVlS of the leadership of American organizations .. Mr._, Seamans said that 
special attention is paid to the pOSitions of the churches and synagogues of 
America since these represent some 100 million Americans, the largest cross
section of this nation's population. He noted that the three faith coordina
ting agencies -- the National Catholic Welfare Conference, the National Council 
o.f Churches, and the Synagogue Council of Arrerica -- demonstrated their extra
ordinary capacity in this erea through their joint testimony before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee and the House Foreign .Affairs Committee on foreign 
aid •. 



llON. THEmORE SMITH, UNITED STATES CClo1MITTEE FCR THE uNIl'ED NATIONS 

Hr. Smith, .Director of the U.S, Committee . for the United Nations , asserted 
that the miLjor problem confronting the United Nations is that . most people 
think of it as a remote institution; not an agency which is dire.ctly re
lated to their daily needs and concerns. It is evide~t to the thoughtful 
among us, Mr. Smith said, that the United Nations is lithe last great hope 
of mankind. 11 Clearly a major responsibility is to re:J,.ate Mr. and Mrs. John 
Doe in a meaningful way to the ,",ork of the United Nat ions. There are few 
institutions in American life that are better equipped to carry 9ut t~is 
responsibility of education, information, inspiration aboUt the ideals ~nd 
programs of the United Nations than the Churches and Synagogues of . America. 
Mr. Smith paid tribute to the Catholic Association of International. Pe~ce, 
the National Council of Churches, and the Synagogue Council for the con
tributions they have made in building moral support for the Uriited Nations. 
He expressed the hope that the National Advisory Council would become an 
important factor iil the work of the United Nations on a non-governmental 
basis • 

DINl'ER: PRESlDENr DAVIDSON PRESIDED AS TOASTMASTER 

In introducing RABBI ARTHUR HERTZBERG, Chairman of the International Affairs 
Commission ' of the Synagogue Council, RABBI DAVIDSON pointed out that his 
recent essay in the CHRlSTIAN GENI'URY on Christian evangelism among Jews had 
catapulted him into Unational prominence with Time Magazine, the New York 
Times; leading Christian and Jewish publications J among others, seriously 
~is~ussing . the , issues. that . he .raised. II 

RABBI ARl'HUR HERTZBERG, speaking on "Judaism and International AffairS", 
said that the Synagogue Oouncil is striving to demonstrate the continued 
vitality and reievance of the Jewish moral and ethical tradition to the life 
and death issued of our time. ''We are not seeking to impress our view; they 
are being demanded of us by the Cuth01ic and Protestant commuriities, the U.S ~ 
Goverrurent and the United Nations,; II He referred to the invitation to Synagogue 
Council from RALPH BUNCHE at the time of the Suez crisis, the missionary study 
program of the Nat ional Council of Churches, and the World Council of Churches' 
religious liberty study as examples of the radically new importance of the 
¥lark of the Synagogue Council in this field. RABBI HERl'ZBERG pointed out the 
urgent need .for long-range policy making on the par't of the Je'o1ish 'co.mmunity 
for the next decade or two. He stressed that we have the insights of our 
traditions, the experts, the brains; and the need, but the initiative needs 
to be t aken to pull all of t his together into a meaningful whole. RABBI 
HERTZBERG urged that the top c~mmunity. leilders of America join -with th~ top 
rabbinic leadership in this vital area. He expressed the helie!' that this 
meeting of t~e National Advis ory Council could become a turning point in ~he 
history of our people in elevating the discussion and service in international 
affairs to the highest intellectUal and practical levels .. 

RABBI MARC H •. TANENBAUM, SCA executive director, spoke on the role of the 
National Advisory Council in the total program of the Synagogue Counc'il. The 
'W1derlying thesis of the Synagogue Council and of Nat ional Advisory CauncU, 
he said, is that we are working to preserve the status and the security of 
the Jews in America. He pointed out that Jews number 3.-4% I;>f the total Ameri
can population~' but achieve majority status as one o.f the three major faith 
groUps in America. Domographers forecast that by 1975, the Jewish population 
-will number but 2 .- 2% or' the pop~ation; thus the effort to establish the public 
image of American Jewy as a majority faith group takes on more than thec):..;. 
retic"al importance. He noted that the Synagogue Council has been invited to 
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participate ·in .Yirtually every major national 81ld "international conference 
that seeks representatives from :the Catholic, Protestant and Jewish 
communities. He said ·it was unfortunate, if not tragic, that because of 
iack of :"bud'get and staff that the Council has not participated in such major 
nationl?l "programs as Federal C1vil Defense, the global strategy conference 
of the Naval War College in Rhode Island, in Purdue University1s Conferences 
on :Relig.ion and Economics., among many others.. RABB-I TAr-ENBAlM said that the 
National Advisory Council could help immeasurably in this area of providing 
effective representatives. The members of the National Advisory Council 
are being carefully selected in every major Jewish community throughout the 
country BO that at all times, the Synagogue Council and its constituent 
organizations will have available a resource group of people who ~ill be ,able 
to represe·nt the total. Je'.lish community at important governmental and non
governmental conferences in their areas. He noted that RABBI DAVIDSON had 
just ·appoint.ed two members of the National Advisory Council to repreeent 
the Synagogue Council at the 1960 W1;lite House ~onference on Children & Youth ; 
that MYRON SILBERT of Clncinnat~ has been of great assistance as an alternate 
member of the president! s Comm.ittee on .Gover·nment gontracts .. 

RABBI TAl£NBAUM concluded vith the hope that ~he tn8Iflbers of the National 
Advisory Gauncil Hill view this effort not just as another organizational 
cause, but as an unparallelled opportWlity for far.-sighted men to strengthen 
the s 'ecurity of .American Jewry in its most meaningful way. 

DlSClESION: 

SENATat LEHMAN, obviously moved by Rabbi TOlenb~umts statement, suggested 
that this be prepared in pamphlet form so that, ''We can submit it to a 
larger group than present here tonight". After referring to the concern 
he feels about the sta~us of the Jew as a "Minority Group", the Senator 
in most urgent te;-ms continued, "I think that it becomes increasingly clear 
that we must now take stepS to retain the position that the Jewish community 
has won for itself over the years. I think that what the Synagogue Council 
is doing is ext~emely important, and so far as it l~es in my power I 'Want to 
help. It is my great hope that this Council will grow into a really useful. 
organization. I th~nk it can~ It ".,111 not be easy. It will DEan convincing 
a lot of people. I hope it will be carried forward, No one here can doubt 
the validity and value of this Douncil and the work it has undertaken. I 
hope it "'ill grow in size and power and resources." 

As a direct result of these remarks am. after the meeting had adjourned, a 
number of those present volunteered both personal contributions and promises 
to arrange for local community functions. These included Louis Wolfson of 
Jacksonville, wo, though unab;Le to rema~n for the after~inner session, ""as 
so impressed with 'What he had heard and seen, that he suggested he ,",ould 
arrange a meeting in Miami Beach in addition to a substantial contribution 
to the '.lark of the Synag~gue Council~ 

l1r. Lazrus· also announced that a luncheon meeting of the Nutional Advisory 
Councll me1;llbers in New York City and tbe MetropolJtan area will be held in 
January. This would enable those New York City members not present to dls- . 
a,uss at first hand the highlights o~ the meeting and make plans for New York 
City activity. 

Most ot those present filled out quest~onnaires, ind~cating the areBS of 
interest in Whic~ they would like to serve the Synagogu!3 Council of Anerica. 

The meeting ad:journed 9 p.m. 
# # # 



~e undersigned view with dismay and deep concern the heavy cuts 
made by the House or Representatives in the appropriat.ion to carry out 
our Mutual Secur1 ty program for the" next fisCal. year . Particularly are 
we concerned over the drastic reduction made in the :tunds for economic 
deve10pment of the new and emerSins nations of Asia, Africa, the Midd1e 
East and Latin America. 

As others have eoncJ.uded, this radical. cut in the :funds avallab1e 
for our programs of' economic and military cooperation: will reduce the 
mill tary security of the Un1 ted "states; affect adversely our access to 
raw materials and markets; and weaken the support which these programs 
have af'1"orded our own eco~. 

But important as these effects are from a material point of view, 
we assert our most basic concern on other grounds . We maintain: 

1. !Ihat the issue between 1"reedam and total1tarian slavery 
in the world may well be determined by the course taken 
in the next few years by rising revolutionary forces 
DOV sveepiIlg through most of the former~ dependent and 
underdeveloped areas of the world. 

2. '!hat these revolutions of rising expectations are a mani
":testation or a great and -qrgent search for new meaning 
and new di¢ ty in the 11 ve"s of hundreds of m1l.llonS of 
peolUe. 

3. '!hat the great cbal.lenge to the United. states is to our 
mor8l. purpose " - and that our moral purpose demands that 
as stewards of God-given abundance in the world's most 
wealthy nallon, we must help with generosity and humility 
those nations and peoples who want to he2p themselves to-
ward better lives. " 

4. '!hat the present' moment in history confronts our nation 
with an unparalleled. opportunity to assume the ilDag1.na
tive leadership so urgently needed in waging a massive 
struggle age 1nst the basic enemies of mank1nd; namely, 
pervading poverty} ignorance, disease, and humiliation. 

Because the Mutual Secur1 ty program is designed to cope with the 
world-w.:I.d.e revolution which is the outstanding political fact of our age, 

" and because it is based firmly on moral values which are common to the 
major religious faiths of our country it has been supported consistently 
by·many religious organizations and. spokesmen representing Frotestants, 
Catholics, and Jews throughout the nation . 

(MORE) 



~ NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CllURCl!ES OF CllRIST, USA 

NATIONAL CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE CONFERENCE 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

Note to Correspondents: 

Dr. Kenneth Maxwell 
New York - ORegon 4-5000 
Washington - LI 4-2350 

Rev. James L. Vi zzard 
Washington - ST 3-1465 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
New York ~ BRyant 9-2647 

July 16, 1958 

~e attached Open Letter; signed 'by' 34 religious leaders, was made 

public today at a Joint Press Conference ~eld i .n the office of Senator 

Leverett Saltonstall by official repr~seq~tlves of the National Councl1 
-" , >, ," 

of Churches of Christ in the U.o S. A., tJ:l~ Natiqnal Catholic Rural Life 

Conference, and the Synagogue Council of ~er1ca. 

~e three· representatives, R8.bbl· M:a:rc" Tanenbaum, Dr. Kenneth Maxwell, 

and Rev. James L. Vizzard ~o requested joint time to testify before the 

Sena~e Appropriations Committee hearings now in process. 



Open Letter - 2 

Hhile we 

JuJ.y 14, 1958 
Signed: 

Rabbi Theodore L. Adams 
New York, New York 

Dr. Eugene Carson Blake 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Jacob Blaustein 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Ar~bishop Richard J. Cushing 
Boston, MassaChusetts 

Rev. Ed·\1l.n T. Dahlberg 
st. Louis, Missouri 

Rabbi .Max D. Davidson 
Perth Amboy, New .Jersey 

Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath 
Ne\>l York, New ~ork 

Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman 
Hartford, Connecticut 

Moses Feuerstein 
Malden, Massachusetts 

Abraham Finebe.re 
l'!ew York, New York 

Harry W .. Flannery 
Washington, ·D. c. 

Bernath L. Jacobs 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

MBgr. George Higgins 
Washington, D. C • 

. Bishop Gerald H. Kennedy 
Los Angeles, California 

Rabbi Isaac Klein 
Buf'f'alo, New York 

Philip N. Klutznick 
Park Forest, IllinOis 

Rev. MsgI'. Luigi Ligutti 
Des Moines, Io'W. 

uncritical toward certain specific 

# 

that the ;c~u~t~s.",'in;~~~~~~ 

Archbishop Robert Emmett Lucey 
San Antonio, Texas 

Rabbi JuJ.ius Mark 
New York, New York 

Bishop W. C. Martin 
Da1l.as, Texas 

Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr 
Ne,·, York" Ne," York 

Bishop' G. Bromley Oxnam 
Washington, D. C. 

Rev. Norman Vincent Peale 
New York, New York 

Rabbi Emanuel Rackman 
.Far RockaHay, New York 

Rabbi Ja90b P. Rudin 
Grea:t Neck, L.t., New ~ork 

Rt. Rev. HeDrY Knox Sherrill 
New ·York, New York 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Clevel8.nd, Ohio 

Bishop Julian Smith 
Chicago, Illinois 

Charles P. Taft 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Rabbi Marc II . Tanenbaum 
New York, New York 

Rev. James L. Vizzard, S. J. 
Washington, D. C. 

Mrs. Theo. O. Wedel 
Washington, D. C. 

Martin Work 
Washington, D. C. 

Bishop Woznicki 
Saginaw, Micl:Ligan 
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,cabor :Dah' Statelllent 
By RABBI MAX D. DAVIDSON, President 

The Synagogue Council of America 

Since the day when the first labor legislation in hiswry 
was promulgated through the Ten Commandments and thus 
given w me whole world, Jud;aism has sought the welfare of 
those who do the world·s work. The concept of a day of 
complete rest has been lcCeptl!d by only a minority of man
kind and it is the continuing task of civilized narions w in
sure the right of the worker to time for study, recleation lnd 
physical and spiritual lefreshment. 

It is not only lesr rhat is glorified in Jewish rdigious [each
ing. Work itself is t'Xllted. "Six days shalt rhou labor and 
do all rhy work·' is as much a pan of a Commandment as 
··Remember the Sabbath Day w keep it Holy". The dign ity 
of the worker, his rights and r.esponsibilities, are part of the 
philosophy of Judaism. 

In our highly organized society, methods of organization 
and the needs of employer and employee are in constant flux. 
Only by long-range vision by management and labor alike 
of both the spiritual and physical needs of the nation, rhe 
commun ity and the individual; only by the highest standards 
of ethics, justice and cooperation, can the welfare of aJi of 
us be made secure. 

The rranslarion of this viSIOn into a living day· by-day 
reality becomes aU rh t' more IJrgem against rhe background 
of the present international siituation. In the contest for the 



hearts and ~inds of men, the concept and the practice of 
free and ' responsible coop~ltion ' between employers and 
erl!ployees. in open good faith for the common weal of our 
cirlz~nry emerges as a major force for democracy. Th~ .leade;
sh.ip of bqth ll!-b6r and management have a fundamental 
resPonsibility to assure that this achievement of American 
society be maintained and 5ttengthened. 

In our abundant society, no one need lack the necessities 
and the comforts and the enrichment of mind and budy. 

This is the ancient Jewish ideal. This may well be the blue
print for tomorrow. 

<> The Synagogue Council of America is the national coor
-,,-":'diriating agency for the major branches of religious Jewry, · 

comprising 

Central Conference of Am,erican Rabbis (Reform) 

Rabbinical Assc:mbly of Almeric~ (Conservative) 

Rabbinical-Council of Ammica (Onhodox) 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations (Reform) 

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations (Orthodox) 

United Synagogue of America (Conservative) 

Additional copies of this Labor Message at 5¢ per copy, 

$3.50 per humin~ available from 

THE SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

110 WEST 42NO STREET 

NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

~~ .. 
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W(J! DAY STA'lE\IEIlT BY RABBI MAX D. DAVIDSON, HU!SIDEHT UF mE 

SlIiAGOOUE COUNCIL UF AMERIQ 

fIli.ction that is shared by God and lien, !!he un' ght:tf 
'" , 

Icreati.~ is a din.ne 

renews each daT the work of ""eation through the activity of men's minds and bodies. 

1he bistar:y of the human ra,ce i. the bisto17 of treedom tram ensla_nt. the , 

sr;ua1 and oft~n. s~OIr recognition of the dignity of man and of his labor0@ Mcit~ ~ 
r{\h6iSfOr biliil8Ie;' , fidist.oned'6, says the 1'alaudtJ:r: ~" ~ ~,.~.,.. 
Wrus prind. ' . ' 'this ',ideal, is unchanging. But the interpretation o~ that ideal 'u.U. 

chang.s trom generation to generation. Rele'"od trom chattel slav017 they have ( ? ) . . , - ' - . 

be." a dofln1 tiOn or treed in and.ont .tiDes it is still sought in s_ parts of the 

20th oont1l17 world. 

I1ei ther the sun nor, tho moon, nor the rights of ..... s_ still. Civilized ns~ 
, , 

have continuall;y sought to inere .. o the reward of bonest labor. '!ho growtll and prosperity 

of our count17 afford patent proof of tho practical. results ot such a policy. As the 

worker is given more' time for .tudy, far recreation, for physical and spiritual re

tresbment, as bo i. able, with hi. family, to eoj.". more _rort and more educational 

opportUD1t1es; as hl:B wage and his hours becCIIl8 more favor~bleJ as he has increased 

his sonse of responsibility and of ""eatiftnoss, the United States bas 1'1""" to greatnoss, 

and 'thiS 1~ ' ~ light '~ hOld ' out 'to those in darkness. (ff) 
There is no turn1ng backWard. '!he Kingdom 01' . ,God lies not 1n the past but in the 

tDture. 
~,"-1' . 

labar Day bas its)ll" tao mos.age for the people of the urn ted State. and for all tho 

peoples of tho earth. that in en abundant "orld, DO one need lack the nocessity and the 

comfort of mind and bodyl that those who do tho world's work ensure the world's welfare and 

are entitled to their just reward. 

"Establish !!hou also the work of our bends for llBl yea, the work of our handS, 

e8tablish . 'thou it." . 
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Lazrus Named Chairman of SCA Advisory Council 
Rabbi Hertzberg 
Warns Against 
Conversion 

A ptTsonal stateme n t of wha t 
sollie J ewish reanions are to reo 
I:cn dy -in u:nsificd -arms ' ,j . 

some I'rOLCSUnl grou ps to (0" ; 
vcrt J ews to Christ iani ty was 
written by the chairman of the 
lntcrhation<l! Affa irs Co!,nm ission 
of the Synagoguc Cou ncil of 
Amc ric,l, Rabbi Arthur Hertz
berg (R AA). Enti tled, "To Be
lieve - and to \Vail," the anicle 
appeared ·in the Sep t. 16 issue 
of Christian Century, lc:lding 
PrOtestant weekly. 

The thesis of the articlc- widely 
quoted in the nation's press, in
cluding lhe New York Times alUl 
Time magazine - was tha t Pro
testant efforts, to evangelize the 
J ews will p rove an embarrass
ment to both J e \~s and Christ ians 
and may even jeopardize the 
image of America before the 
world. The ,l nid c ,,';] S published 
,IS a reply to :t statement by a 
Pro testant o ificial, "'hkh appear
ed in the April 29 i ss~le of Chris; 
lian Century, who. urged Protes
tants to seck to win Jews to Chris· 
tianity with love ;lIld fr ie ll d~h i p. 

1_. _ _ _ He .sairl_thi.s.w ... s_ . no-,~.poss ib l e ,?c. 
j ~Hlse ··lIlany J ews Karccly have a 

religion." 
(Continut'.d 0" Pagt' 2) 

SCA Committee 
Heads Named 

A partial list of Chairmcn of 
SCA sw nding com mi ltees for the 
current o rganiz;ltional year has 
been an nounced b y Rabbi Max 
D. Daddson, SCA President. 

FIN ANCE COil" ... IlTT£E: 
]\h x S. Rosenfch:l. New York 
(UOJeA)_ 

SCO PE COMM ITTEE: 
R abbi Jay Kaurman, New York 
(UA HC). 

BOY SCOUT COMM IT TEE: 
Rabbi Norma n Sali t, New York 
(USA). 

(C()ulinuul 011 Page 2) 

Former Sen. Herbert H. Lehman reviews SeA National Advisory, 
Council program with newly appointed notional chairman, Benjamin 
Lazrus, right, and SCA President, Ral:!.bi Max O. Dav,dson, left, . 

Rabbi Davidson Sets Spiritual 

Tone For World Refugee Year 

The theme for the onicial 
launching b y vol unta ry agencies 
of the ir obsen'ance of World Re
fugee Year ~V") kt by SC.A I)re~i
(lent Rabbi ;\hx D. DaVIdson In 

his blessi ng before the luncheon 
o( the American Council of Vol
untary Agencies (or Foreign Ser· 

" vicc on Ju ly 1st at the Hotel 
Pl~ l;l, New York. City. 

A ppearing before 500 delegates 
representi ng the lll:1jor volu nta ry 
rdid and religious agencies o( 
America, R<lbbi Davidson sta ted, 
""'Iay the year here and now be· 
"'un be <I t its end a reunion of 
~ejo i cin g, and hailed as a jubilee, 
a journey of j ustice. May our 
bread be blessed by Thee, yea and 
by the mouths of the millions to 
whom bread will be gi~en . May 
our homcs be hallowed by the 
harried homeless to whom will be 
re)lQred through the awakened 
conscience or the world , home and 
hope and honor, when every ma n · 
shall si t under b is " inc and fig 
t ree and none sb~ 1I make h im 
'l fr;~id." 

(C()nlinlJctillll Page 2) 

MEMBERS NAMED TO 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Chairm:1Il Lazrus h;lS ;I n_ 
no unccd that the following 
have accepted membership on 
the Nationa l Advisory Council 
now in fonnalion: Al fred R . 
Bachradl; "fa Gu"ildcn', U rin 
Lehma n, Eil r! Morse, l\bx E. 
Oppenhe imer and Maurice 
Templesman of New York 
City: George Brussci, Jr. of 
Elmsford, N- yo; Na m an Cum· 
mings of Ch icago, IlL; Sam uel 
H . Darolf of Philadelphia, i'a.; 
Irving 1- Fain of Pawtucket, 
R . I.; Ki vie Kaplan of Boston, 
"h ss.; Joseph Meyerhoff of 
Baltimore, Md.: Charles S. 
Raizen o( New Rochelle, N. Y. ; 
Myron S. Silbert of Cincin
nat i, Ohio; and Benjamin H. 
Swig of Sa n Fr~nc i sc6, Calif. 
M ichacl M. Njsseison of New 
Rochelle, N. Y. will act as con
sultant to the NAC. Irving · 
Workoff of Bronx, N . Y. , will 
serve as directo r of develop· 
ment to the Council . 

Annour)~ement Made 
By Senator Lehman, 
HonorarY -Chairman 

'Former Sen. Herbert H. Leh · 
man; honora.ry [I ;,1 tiona ! cha iT/nan 
of the National Ad\'jsory Council 
.of the'- Srn~g~gue . CoulJlil- of _ 
America, has announced the ap· 
pointment of Ben jam in LI1.fU) as 
Chairman of the Na tional Advis
ory Cou ncil. Mr. Lazrus i) Chair
man of the Boanl of Benrus 
Watdl Go. 

Formation of the National Ad
visor y Council g rew out of a dis
cus)ion at the bricfing session 
held in WashinglOn o n M~ y 10, 
prior to the participation oC 32 
seA d~Jcl:,'"ilIcs in lhe confercnce 
called by Vice·President Nixun 
on behalf of the President's Com 
mittee an GovcTllmcnt Contracts: 
Mr. Lazrus, at this session, pointed 
out " ill view of (he lIIan y calls 
made u pon ~he Synagogul;. Coun
cil for participa t ion ill oHicial 
conferences of various kinds [rom 
governmental agencies su'ch <IS 

the Sta te Department, the Depart. 
nlCl1t of Hca lth, ~d ucat ion and 
\VeU~re, the Depa n mcllt of 
Labor ,lIld from Congressiona l 
committees, t.hin it would be <l d 
viS<lble to establish a Na tional 
:\dvisory Counci l as a rCSQ.urce 
so that there wo~ici b~ ' a~'ai la !Jl e -
representa tives and )pokesmen 
(rom our own groups who cou ld 
be askl>d to accept appointlllellts 
to various delega tions. \Ve would 
thereby be enabled to h,l\'c 'top 
brains and community experi
cnce' available at all times when 
we were called upon fo.r repre
sen tadon." 

Communit y leaders CrorTI 
throughout the couIHry were in· 
vited 10 join the Nationa l Ad
visory Council. The letter uf il1\, t
ta tio n stressed the fact tha t the 
Synag~gue Cou ncil "has by the 
logic o( eve n t> been forced to 
face the question of streng then
ing the Synagogue Council to 
dea l with the manifo ld problcms 
which now come 10 it from both 
national and intern:niOll<l1 gm'· 
ermnent ;] 1 departments," 
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Rabbi Davidson 
Joins in 3-Faith 
UN Prayer Card 

In con nection with observa nce 
of "United Nations Day" on Oe
tOOeT 2,1, the United States Com
mittee (or the United Nations is 
dist ributing a "th ree-£:litlt " 'sug
gened prllyer readings" c;.rd con· 
taining statemenu by the Rev. 
Dr. Edw in T . Dahlbeq;, p resi. 
dent of the Nationa l Council of 
Churches; Francis Card inal Spell
man of New York; and Rabbi 
Max O. Oaddson, president of 
' ~e Syn~gogue Council of Amer· 

In his te:» t, Raubi DllVidson ex
pressed lin: hope LII .. t the "Uni ted 
Nations be strengthened as a 
force for reconciliation," and, 
"ma y the peacefu l process of de
liberate ;.nd mutually·respecting 
discussion (:I ke the place of vio
lence and fo rte in resolving the 
problems of the world." 

The U. S. Committee (or the 
U.N ; is distributing the c;.rds to 
churches ;.nd syn;'gogue5 through. 
o ut tlJi n;.tioll for usc in S;, bb~ th 
flbsep'ances prior to October IN. . . ~ 

Aids Chinese Refugee Service 

HONG KONG - In a demonstrolion of the humanitarian concern of 
religiousl'y-commilled Jews for Ihe welfare of suffering people of 
olher faiths, Joseph Schlong, a Synagogue Council leader for over 
20 years, made a contribution ~ere last month in support of the milk 
bar service to Chinese refugees mainlained by Church World Service, 
the I>roleslanl overseas relief ogency. Mr. Schlong (left) is shown 
presenTing Q check to' Or:-Kenneth G:'Hobort, Hong Kong Direclor of 
the church agency. "The brOlherhood d emonstrated by Church World 
Service in serving milk doily 10 more than 15,000 persons through its 
seven milk bars, without regard to race or religion, is most com· 
mendable", Mr. Schlong sioted. " It meets with sympothetic response 
in the Jewish community which has had very wide uperience in relief 
work for refugees." 

I SCA ACROSS THE NATION 

TRAFFIC SAFETY: Leon j . 
Ell and Rabbi Irving' Lehnnan, 
spiritual leader of Temple Eman
uel, l\Iiami Beach, Florida, repre· 
sented the SCA al the American 
Bar Association Conference for 
thc President's Committee (or 
Traffic Safety held in l\fiami on 
August 24·25. ''Whenever the 
dri"er of an auto takes the wheel 
in his hands. be io,'okes the verse 
from Deuteronomy. 'I have set 
before thee life and death: there
fore, choose life," they Aid. 

UNITED NATIONS:" ~ior~i $ 
E. Adelstein, Robert Gam!ey, 
editor of the Inter·i\l ountain 
Jcwish News, Denver, and Rabbi 
Wi lliam F. Rosenbl um, SCA 
UNESCO delegate, represenLCxl 
SCA at the Seven th National COIl
ference of the United Stall:s Na· 
tiona l Commission for UNESCO 
held in Denl'er, September 29. 
The conferenct: was designed to 
advance more effective coopera
tion between r.he nations and 
peoples of North and South 
America. 

CITIZENSHIP CONFERENCE: 
Rabbi Uri Miller of Bahimore, 

,:\h1., seA vice·president, repre
'senled the Synagogue Council of 
,\m eric.. at the National Col).{er
ence UII Cili:lcnship on September 
16-19 in Washington. 

RECEPTION: Representatives 
of Lhe Synagogue Cou ncil of 
America lI tlended an offi ci:tl re
ception for the U. S. Mission to 
lhe FOU rfl"cn th General AS5embly 
of the United Na tions on Sep
tember I ! th at the Waldorf. 
The SCA rcpresentatives indlld· 
(:d Herbert Berman , SCA record
ing secretary; Israel Ber man, 
ch:lirman nf the SCA l1lission to 
the United Nations;' and Rabbi 
i\h rc H. T anenb:llI Ol, SCA Ex
ecu(h'c Director. 

. BOY ' scbui'S: Ra bbi" Nor· 
m~ n Salit of New York. City, 
PUt president, represented SCA 
among 5,000 of the nation's Boy 
Scollt leaders at their 11th Na
lional Training ConCcrcnce held 
Septembcr I to September 8 at 
the Unh'ersi ty of Michiga n, Ann 
Arbor. 

NUCLEAR TESTS: Rabbi 
Meyer Greenberg, President of 
the WashingtoD, O. c., Board of 
Rabbis, represented the SCA at a 
brie:~ng session held by the State: 
Department on the: Gene\";) con
rerence on the discontinuance of 
nlldear wealKlns tests. The ses
sion, which took place in the new 
State Deparunem building on 
JlIne 25, brollght the assemblage 
up to date on the negotiations 
between the United Slates, Eng
land and the So"iel Union. 

Committee Heads 
(Continlled from Page I) 

INTER · REL..I GIOUS CO]\·!
M ITTEE: Rabbi Mau rice J. 
Bloom, Ne,"' York (CCAR). 

RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES 
COMMITTEE: Rabbi David 
Gaiovensky, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
(RCA). 

I NTERNATIO N ALAFF AIRS 
COMMITTEE: R:.bbi Arthur 
Herubcrg. Englewood, New J er. 
sey (R A.'\ ). 

FAMILY R.: YOUT H WEL
FARE CO]\IMITTEE: Rabbi 
nern :, rd Lander, N. Y. (RCA). 

PROGRA?-.I COi\-IMlrrEE: 
Rahbi Julius Mark. , New York 
(CCAR). 

GENERA L ASSEMB LY COM· 
1\"IITTEE: Rabbi Abraliam M . 
Heller, New York (R AA). 

UNESCO COMMITTEE: 
Rabbi David de Sola Pool and 

Rabbi Will iam F. Rosenblum, 
both of New York. . 

UN ITED NATIONS M IS
SION COMM ITTEE: Israel Ber· 
man, New York. (UOj CA). -

World Refugee Year 
(Continued from Page I ) 

The ina ugu ration of World 
Refugee Year, which will be ct:le
bratcd by a series of local and 
nalional meetings to "awaken 
public opinion to the needs of 
the refugee." was addrcssed by 
Monsignor Edward E.Swanstrom, 
Executive Director of the Cath
alit Relief Serv ices, Na tional 
Catholic Welfare Confe rence; 
The Very Reverend Francis B. 
Sayre, Jr. , Dean of the Washing
tOn Calhedral. Washington. D. C. 
and Chairman of the United 
States Committee for Rcfugec:s: 
~nd the Honorable Hubert H. 
H umphrey, U. S. Sen ., Minn. 

SCA is a mcmber agency of the 
U. S. Commiw::e for Refll gees 

.and.is· represen ted on iu BO<lrd.of 
Directors by pas t SCA president, 
Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman of 
Hartford, Conn . 

Rabbi Hertzberg 
(Continued from Page I) 

\Vhile the Synagogue Council 
arranged for publication o f the 
J ewish re:ply, and while. too, 
Rabbi Heru berg holds offici al 
position in seA, the sta temen t was 
printed as his 0,",'0 and docs not 
constitute an officia l declarat ion 
of seA or of any of iu constituent 
organizations. 

Reprinu of Rabbi Hert!berg's 
:trtidc for d iHribu tion amo ng 
congregation membcrs, Christian 
clergy. mass mwi .. , and for other 
educ;,tion :mtl commu nity rcla· 
tions purpo$Cs arc ;tl'"illlbic (rom 
Synagogue Collncil at fiftee n cen ts 
per copy. 



seA Labor Day 
Message Broadcast 
Around the World 

Radio Free Europe and the 
United State, Information Agency 
broadclSt aro und the world the 
Labor OOlY statement of Rabbi 
f>bx O. O;II,jr\.oion, president of 
the Synagogue Coun cil of Amer· 
ica, · lOb'Cther with those of the 
National Catholic Wenare Con
ference lind the National Counci l 
of Churchu. 

George Meany, pn:sidcnt of the 
AFL-CIO, ..... rote to 6,500 labor 
union affi liates urging their use 
of the Catholic, Protestant, and 
Synagogue Counci l statements in 
their Labor Day programs. 

In his sta tement, which wa .~ 
unanimously approved by the 
delegates of the constituent or
ganizations of SeA, Rabbi David· 
son .a.~r~~ : ".~IW~~~,~age!l).e~t 
cooperation (or the common good 
is a major force for democracy in 
the world struggle for public 
opinion." 

Pointing lO the necessity for 
both labor and mana~ment to 
"a55eu the spiritual and physica l 
needs of the nation, the commun· 
ity and the individual" from the 
long.range poillt of view, Rabbi 
Davidson explained that, "in the 
con test for the hearts and minds 
of men, the concept and the prac· 
tice of free and responsible coop· 
erat ion between employers and 
employees ill open good faith for 
the CO Dlmon weal of our citizenry 
emerges as a ma jor force for 
democracy." 

"The leadership of both labor 
and management," he added, 
"have a fund amental responsi. 
bili ty to assure that this achieve· 
ment of American society ~ 
maintained and $lrengthened." 

T he meS5:lge was distributed to 
all rabbis and commun ity rela· 
tions councils. Lead ing newspap. 

··en.· of· the counlr.y ,published., the 
memse and congregational bul· 
ktins gal'!! it wide a t tention. 

The President's Corner 

... A Personal View 
L __________ ...:.....: __ -=-. • y ...... , M •• D. D."i.b..11 ----___________ -.J 

The org-.. niz.·uiona l pattern of 
the American J ewish communi ty 
is fio r rrom definitive. Among the 
scI'cral [actors· that make for 

nu idilY. we may 
mention two ex· 
amples. Large· 
sc.ale geographi· 
cal redistribution 
shows no sib'1l of 
slowi ng d own. 
The re lat ionship 

of American Jews and Judaism to 
Jews and Judaism in Isr.tel is not 
re t crystallized in a si ngle, simpk 
formula. 

when they are asking a Jewish 
question. 

The non· ~ynagogue agencies 
which still hal'e the greatest funds 
and the largest staib, and which 
would natur .. Uy be the last to 
want to acet:pl the fact of this 
change, are tIlt:m$Clves findin g it . 
neceMary to call in the Synagogue 
Council when high level negotia. 
tions with government and the 
no n.J ewish wmmunity arc reo 
quired. The Synagogue Counci l 
is ready to cooperate; indeed, it 
does cooperate with many of these 
agencies who hare rendered dis· 

However, three changes have tinguished sen ' ice, and who have 
de~eJoped and are now broadly del'eloped techniques and tech· 
·evld..-nt· 'to all, "cxcept ·to - a: : (c ,,~· ~ ni.cian$ .i f'l.:sp~o;i~ li zed fields. _ .. 
b .... oups and individuals whose It is when some of these alien. 
ra iSCln d'e~~ is disappearing with cics h ave stepped beyond the 
lIew eondmons. bounds of their competence and 

What ate these three changes? have assumed ... mandate ..... hich 
. Firs~ - the non.re l~gious repre· they ncver possessed that they 
~ntatlve of the J eWish commu n· have ru n afoul of J ewish public 
ny, local or national, is no longer policy and the new sense of pub
acceplable, either by Jews or by lie responsibility. When the Jew. 
non.Jews. Without going quite ish point o f view on social, politi. 
as far as Will Herberg, we have cal and religious questions and 
seen, in this generation, the problems is sought, it is Je ..... ish 
emergcnce of the Jews as one of religious teaching that is wanted. 
the three major ·denominations, Jews in America will be given 
a.n~ the recognitio~ of official re· aUt'ntion when THEY speak. 
hglous representatives as au then· with a religious voice. 
tic and authorita tive. Second - No single sub-denom· 

The catchword of a bygone 
generation, "cullural pluraliSm," 
is discredited and obsolete, Tbe 
very aeation of the Stale of Israel 
has made "nationalist" Jews 
e"erywhere but in brael an ana· 
chronism. CCl'lainly in the twO 
6elds in which the Synagogue 
Council has its most extensh·e. 
activity, viL, conGict with go''Crn' 
ment agencies and with church 
bodies, we .see .that. it.is only .with· 
representatives o( the religious 
conununity lhat they care to deal 

ination (Orthodox, Reform, Con· 
servat ive) (".m arrogate to itself 

jointly from rabb is and laymen, 
from congreg-.aional and rabbinic 
bodies. By tIle 5.1 111e token, a uni· 
lateral presentation by laymen 
;lIIdJor congrega tion:!1 organiza. 
tions, ei ther alone, together, or in 
con junction with mm· religious 
groups, would be, and is, reo 
[,.trded as an anti . rabbinical 
cabal, and carries no authority. 

The obsolescent nOD.religi ... 'us 
associations who have heretofor ~ 

been the self·appointed spokes. 
men for American Jews w ... uld 
very much like to encourage such 
anti.cJericalisffi. They would like 
to see differences exposed and ex· 
bibited in public thus, by divid· 
iog Ihey. hope.to conquer. 

Go" ernmem, chUTch bodies, 
aDd other agencies can bear and 
understand the J e ..... ish voice on ly 
when it speaks in religious ac. 
cents, in religious tones; on ly 
wben it issues forth from the joint 
chorus or congregalional and 
rabbinic authorilY. Tha t is why 
the Synagogue Council of Amer. 
ica, despite iu meager funds and 
small staff, has bun 50 elf«th·e. 
By coming to a common consen· 
sus, the Synagogue Council can 
present a single poin t of view on 
behalf of the J ewish religious 

.message. 

HAPPY 
NEWYEAR 

Foundations Support SeA 

the privilege of spea king for the 
entire J elv ish cgm mu!lity. They 
may not be exactly equal in 
strength, ill number of affilia ted 
individuals, in number of rabbis, 
in number and size of congrega· 
tion~, in rabbinic and teachers' 
training schools, in deparunen ts 
and programming; but each of 
the three groups is so large and 
so well o rg-.tniled and well sup
poned, cam h:ls $uch able lead· 
en, each is so well intrenched and 
so inUuentia l, that not one o[ the 
three can be diuegarded by the 
othcr two. Increased recognition of the 

I'alues of SCA's program is reo 
flected in comributions receil'ed 
from important national philan. 
thropic foundat ions. The Read· 
er's Digest Foundation, an an· 
nual comributor, tu nsmitled this 
year 's contribution with the com· 
ment, "We arc glad to hal'e the 
privilege of furthering ... the 
valuable service that your organi. 
zation is perfonn ing." 

A substantial donation was also 
received from the Cecil B. Dc 
l\·fille Trust, appropriately set up 
[rom the proceeds of the motion 
picture. ''The Ten Command· 
fllf.:IIU." Concern for the promo-

. tion of National Family Week 
prompted the Shell Companies 
Foundation to >!lIocate a grant 
to SCA for the specific use of that' 
program. 
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There are CCTtainly areas of 
interest and intense aClivilY in 
which ODe may be more con· 
eerned thlln tbe olber, but el'en 
here the cooperalion and partici· 
r~ation of all three is required if 
a J ewish religious voice is to be 
heard by tbe outside world. Any 
other I~rocedure would dissipate 
eHeeth'e response, and would 
hold a divided Je\OITy up to ridi· 
cu le and disesteem. 

Third _ Sill t-c Judaism docs 
.1I0t make the 5."\me distinClion be
tween clergy and laity as do other 
religious groups, :my approach to 
the non.Jewish world must come, 
not froUl rabbis alone, but 

llAn r { IC I " I 
Chocolates 

• D.,li,Mhl .~lcctlo". of 
",ello-d:a,k or ..,ilk (ho(olg.", 
..,1 .. latllua; or P",,,e 
F t1J'u and NIlb. 

• ApJ>l'Op,,:at~ ... ortm~nt. 
for .. dulU and (1IIld •• II_ 
f or ~eI'Y Jewisll hoUd"y. 
W.itco for boli&ly b''QC bura. 

BARRICIN. 



seA Leader E.lected CCAR President; 

Strong Support For Council Urged ~ -
Rabbi 8crn:,m l J. B~mbcrscr . 

a forme r president of the Syn;!' 
l:j:oguc Council, was elected presi
dellt .of the Central ConfcrcOl;c 
o f .'\mcric:m RabbiS:H the o rlf.! ui . 
zali~I1's scl'cmicrh annual con
,'cmion concludtd on Ju ne 28th 
in Bretton WOOt\5, N .. H . · 

In " a rCl~rt to the CeAR CO I1 -
,:cntion. Oil . Ule Synagogue Coim 
(ii, SCA Vi~e· J>rcsidcnt, Rabbi 
J uli us ' lIJa.rl:. . cha innan of the 
Ce AR c.1 ~lcgation to .SeA, urged 
a strong resolution in support of 
the Cou.ncil. I~abb i l\br.k. as~cd 
£? T •. :t . "com mil1nc ll ~ on the part 
o[ _, 'itKl iy id ua l members . of the 
Cenu'al Conference of American 
Rabb is to gO b:ld . to thei r COill
ni uni t ies :1Il0 ,,"ork actively.dur-. 
illg the cQllIi ng .. lUon lhs. to· assure .. 
tha t the Synagogue Cou ncil rc
cei,'c a subsUlntia l a llocation from 
ou r local "'cHare funds." 

He ~ddcd th~t " If cadI of thc 
major \"el(are fu nds a llocated a 
minimum of $1,000, the Syna. 

Worth Quoting. 
" It is most appropria te tbat in 

such a fearfu l, fateful time, repre-
5Cnta tive leaden or the Jewisb 
and Cbristia n com munities 
ibould be drawing close together. 
as we ha,'e been doing in recent 
)·ears. For this bridge of reconcil· 
ing relat ionship, major aedii. 
must be g iven to the magnificent 
leadership of tbe Synagogue 
Council of America, as exempli 
fieri in your re tir ing president, 
Rabbi .. \ dam$, ill his predc<es~r. 
wbom I delight to cla'iJn as a 
friend, Rabbi Feldman. and in 
)'our indefa tigolble and inspiring 
Executh'e Dir« tor, Rabbi Tanen· 
baum, to name only a few:' 

Re". Dr. Kelll lcul L. Ma ..... · 
well, Director of the Depaq· 
mellt of ImerTlational Af· 
fain, National Council of 
Churches ;Lt SCA Allllual 
Dinner, J une 16. 

. . my hope is fo r guidance 
a long lines not a lread y well· 
traveled by the commun ity rela· 
tions agencies. h seems to 'me thai 
the pressing nced at the moment 
is for rel igious leadership on such 
moral issues as the following: 

. 

gogue Counci l would qu icldy be·· 
come established ai it deserve) .to 
be." 

In support of his recommend;I' 
tion Dr. Mark ]XIinted out tha t 
" the Nationa l Cathol ic and I'ro
LeStant dlurch bodies, the ' Vh itc 
House, the State Depan men t, ami 
federal agencies of our govern· 
ment increasingly turn to the 
Synagogue Council as their liai· 
son with American J ewry. T he 
thesis tha t the Catholic, I'rotes t· 
ant and J ewish rcligious com· 
muni ties conStitute the th ree 
major fai ths o£ America, ;j lld to· 
gether represent the [;lrgest cross· 
sect ion of our nHion's popu la. 
tion, is now a fact of l ife in Ameri· 
can socie ty. 

....::!! h ;J.~ !Jerome simila rly a (act 
of life that the represe ntativc 
agencies or these three religious 
commun ities a re the Nationa l 
Council of Churdles, t[lL: N;I' 
tiona I Catholic We]{are Council 
and the Synagogue Council of 
America;' Rabbi Mark said. 

• • 
T esting of nuclear weapons; 
Negotia tiom over European se· 
curity and the German problem; 
scarqty in the m idst of abundance 
(inflation at home and under· 
development abroad)". 

A letter to SCA [rom R obert 
O. KalZoff of Balt imore, .Md. 

"Individ uals and families are 
turning 1lI0 r c and more to syna· 
gogues and rabb is'on a local Ic \'el 
tha n they h;J. \'e ever done in 
America. Commun ities and or· 
b'ilrLiza tions are turn ing more and 
more to j ewish n:uional religious 
bodies for moral and e thica l 
guidance in situations where pre· 
\' iously they might have turned 
elsewhere." 

" . . . As recen tly as fifteen years 
.Igo, parents demanded a wa ter· 
ing down of religio n for their 
children. Now there is ·more and 
more ~emand for intensive reo 
l igious educa tion." 

SCA President R abbi Max 
D. Davidson in an in terview 
with the New York H erald 

. Tribune, published na t ion. 
ally by the Herald Tribune 
News Service. 

Ame ';«I~' l e ad ing Fund Raise. fo r 

SYNAGOGUe AND RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS 

BERNARD S. KARMATZ 
Banke", Securities Bldg: 

Phj lll . 7, Po. - PE 5-3199 
251 W. 42nd St., N. Y. 

WIsconsin 7-2789 

Co/Uu//,,'ian without ob ligation 

Rabbi Mark Calls 
. For Stronger Laws 
Against Obscenity 

Strong legishHion and CfICClil'c 
Jaw enforceme nt against the d is
tribution of obKene and sa lacious 
li terature were urged by Rabbi 
J ulius Mark, SCA vice.presiden t, 
in his tcnimony Augun 28 before 
the joint he:l r ing held in Wash· 
inglOn, D . C., by the Senate Sub· 
committee on Ju\'en ile Delin· 
qu en cy a nd Const itutio n a l 
Amendmen LS. 

Expressing alarm over the anti· 
soci;11 beha\' ior among our you th, 
Ra bbi "'Ia rk said, "T he very fu t· 
urI' of o ur civ ili ~a tion is depend. 
en t upon ou r successful solut io n 
of this (rightening p roblem. 

"A s to the need for impro\,jng 
ou r homes, our schools, ou r soc;:ia/ 
;J.gencies and our churches and 

. .!yll itgPgUt;S making a ore;! tc r im· 
pact U]XI1l our ),ounb'$(ers, ~ tha t 
they CiL n be tra ined in ' the way 
tha t thcy 5houl4 go'," added 
R abb i Mark, ·· there CLn be no 
question." He ]XIimcd out that 
"'Most of our sta tes :uld ma ny of 
o ur d ties ha\'e laws aga inst I..hc 
d istribut io n of obscene and ~aJa · 

cious literature, but these laws 
are frequently not enforced at 
a ll o r. if a viola tor is apprehend. 
ed, he ii o ften set free after pay· 
ing a sma ll fi ne." 

Appearing on the personal in· 
vitat ion of S<:n. Estes Kefauver 
(Oem., T enn .), subcommittee 
chairman, Ra bbi Mark urged the 
com mittee to effect quick passage 
o f the ·Iegisla tion it contem plates 
beca use it wou ld "strengthen the 
hands of our law cnforcemem ·of· 
fici als ... by imposing heavier 
fin es and making jail sen teilCCS 
longer and ~andatory." 

rLACE YOUR ORDER FOR 
MAHZORIM NOW! 

1. SERVICE OF THE 
SYNAGOGUE, New Yellr 
and A tonement (Ashkeno J.) 

BJ' ADLER 
Bou .. d in I Vel. _ .................. 12.75 
Boand in t Voli . ....... _. __ ...... S.O. 

2 . MAHZOIt HA·SHALEM 
S , PH ILIP BIRNBAUM 

A. hlle .... 8 " .... i .. I V.I • ... t .n 
S re n! 8o .. n. I .. 2 V,Is • ........ S.U 

3 . HAMAHZOIt 
BJ' BEN ZION BOKS ER 

(A ahlle .... ) 
8o .. nd In I Vol. . . ....... 3.00 

4. MAHZOR for New Year and 
Atonement IAshkenaz j" 
. BJ' RAB BI CLAZER 
8011" .1 I .. 1 Vol ••......... ......... S.SO 

~ . MAHZOIt for New Year lind 
Atonement (Ashkenoz) 

BJ' P HILLIP S 
Bo .. nd In I Vol • ..•. ......... ...... 2.n 
~ond In 2 Volo.. ... ...... ........ .. 3.00 

6. MAHZOR AVODAtH ISRAEL 
S INCER·PHI LLIPS-ADLER 

Boo .. d In 2 Vob. 
A, hkt .. u or Sfn d ............. 3..5 0 

Hebrew Publishing Co. 
79 Delancey St ., N . Y. 2 , N. Y. 

Rob bi Theodore L. Adams, out· 
going SeA president, receives a 
plaque inscribed with a tribule 
to his leade rship d uring hi5 two
year term of office from incoming 
president Robbi Max D. David
son, ot SeA Annual Dinner, June 
16. Messages o ccloiming the work 
of Robbi Ad ams a nd Se A we re 
received from President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower and many other 
na tionol lea ders in gove rnment 
circles ond Cathollc ond Protes· 
ton : chu rch federations. 

seA Girl Scout Award 
T he Girl Scout Comm ittee 

of the SCA h:ls revised the reo 
quirements for earn ing the 
Menorah Award, and hou pub
lished them in a booklet avail· 
able a t 25 cen ts. The sterling 
silver pin COSLS $2.50. Both may 
be obta ined from the Syn:l. 
gogue Council of Amer iC:L, 110 
West 42n<l Stree t, Suite 628, 
New York 18. N. Y. 

9 h£. !But 9'r.otn (jn-ad 

[IRmEl 
d.£ only t'«UUt InoJueu and tot lJ 

in 9 am.ui t:!?iJ.on.{£'!Zi.on 

IN A WI D &: VA RII!' 
TO SU IT 

EVER" T ASTE 

F I" " w , .. £.. 11 " ..... 0 1 
SLIVOWIn:. W ...... .. 

VODM. CH ... .. ....... , 
S .... ""LlNC lIu"cu .. . 

Vr.""OUTH 

CONCO R D . n ll "'AL . 
now a/80 in nllo~ 

a.n cl h a.lf lI:a.Ilon • 

C;ertified Strictly Kosher by 
Rabbi Isaac Halevi Herzog 

Chief Rabbi of Israel 

Available 'at Your 
Local Liquor Store 

Importtd by 'wt!Z 
CARMEL WI N£ CO., INC. 
S80 fiftfl An., N.Y. 36, N.Y. 



We Christians have-long agonized over the problem 
of proselyting the jews. In our struggle we have too 
often neglected to wonder what the Jews think. about 
attempts: to convert them. Prompted by George 
Sweazey's article "Are Jews lnten~ed to be Christians?" 
in the April 29 Century. Arthur Hertzberg herein 
~upp:J~~_ U!' "Vlth _some ]t;Wish opinion on the subj'ect. 
Rabbi Heruberg is chairman of the International Af
fairs Commission of the Synagogue Council of Amer
ica and chairman of the committee on international 

An Undenominational Weekly 

September 16, 1959 
. . 

peace of the Rabbinical Assemb1y of America (the 
conservative 'rabbinic movemeot). Rabbi of Temple 
Emanu-EI in Englewood, New Jeney. he is an associ. 
ate in the se~inar of rel.igion on the Columbia Uni. 
versity faculty and a fellow of the Lehman Institute 
of Ethics of the ' Jewish TheologiCal Seminary of 
America. Rabbi Hertzberg. is also the author of_The 
Zionist Idea, a historical analysis of the Zionist move
ment. published in April. 

To Believe-and to Wait 
Protestant efforts to evangelize the' Jews will prove 
an embarrassment to both Jews and Christians and may . , 

even jeopardize the image of America before the world. 
ARTHUR HERTZBERG 

... PERHAPS it is imprudent and even presumptuous th~logy against a radical new proposal. , In his ap
for a Jew to comment on the current ,debate within proach to the Jews he seems to walk consciously and 
Christianity on the mission of the church to the Jews. resolutely on the highroad marked out by his Chris
The issues that have been raised in this -debate must, tian ancestors ~hrough the centuries: he believes that 
however. concern him. if only because the validity of he brings them ,the higher truth which has conie to 
Judaism as a faith and the present estate, both spirit. replace;u:td indeed fulfill what ·he considers the par-
uaI and temporal. of the Jewish community are once tial truth of Judaism, . 

- - - - . againcunder-analysis-from-Ghristhin-perspective"- ---: .. ::--- ,----~ . __ .-._-- - --- --"'--'.' .- '. - ' . - _ ...... 
To say the obvious and expected first. Jews cannot One' JeWIsh Answer to EvangelJSm 

-

but prefer Reinhold Niebuhr's proposal of two years Such a classicist no doubt expects the Jew also to 
ago (which represents a position not far different nom react in the antient way: 'to debate about aU the 
that which Paul Tillich is known to hold) that there biblical texts that have so often been a Jewish-Chris
be theological coexistence between Judaism and tian battleground and to argue : against the truth and 
Christianity till the end of time_ Nonetheless. one divinity of the Christian revelation. In the medieval 
must agree with Niebuhr's most recent critic. George age, a Christian classicist would agree. the discussion 
E. Sweazey ("Are Jews Intended to be Christians?" in could never reach itS fullest stature on' either side; 
The Christian Century for April 29. 1959), that co- for Christians 'too often vitiated the spiritual pdwer 
existence would represent !l theological revolutiop. of their case and mission by invoking force, and' Jews, 
Sweazey's assertion that, since New Testament times, even if they might have wished to proselyte for their 
the Jews have always been a, if not the~ prime target . faith. were d«;barred from doing so, Hence a 20th 
of Christian proselytism. seems undeniable. Nor can century Christian like Mr_ Sweazey is. to his credit; 
it be gainsaid that. on Sweazey's premises. proselytism very . insistent on the responsibility of the missioner 
is an integral element of that evangelism which is the today to recognize the equal rights of Jews in our 
"Great Commission" of the church, and that to excise democratic society and to labor. in Christian love. for 
it by making theological peace with Judaism would their ~omplete religious liberty. By the inherent 
call all Christian evangelism into question_ Sweazey logic of this acceptance of freedom. mcha ,Christian 
thus appears as the defender of classical Christian undoubtedly would welcome free competition with 
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a Jewi6h mis.si(lnary mowment, which. is possible in 
the democratic world today. This indeed. is the 
"answer" of some Jews to Christian evangelism: they 
are proposing a new departure for Jewry, something 
which has been foreign to ~t for at least as long as 
Christianity has dominated the West; i,e., campaigns 
are being announced for conversions to J ucla.ism. 

Obviowly the debate between Sweazey and N iehuhr 
arises in part at least from the situation in America 
and the Western world today. So does the movement 
for Jewish missionary activity; such an undertaking 
would have been unimaginable in medieval times, 
in a world dominated by papal power or in John 
Calvin's Geneva. The 20th century Christian-Jewish 
encounter cannot therefore be understood in purely 
theological terms. Sweazey knows as well as N iehuhr 
that the church and those whom it would convert
and those who would convert it-all live in history. 
P..er~p-s_.w.e ~can .discuss ,the _meaning._of .both .Christian. 
anCi.· Jewish . faith better ·.dteT a journey through ~he· 
complexities of the present. Perhaps it will then ap
pear that ·a revived Christian mission to the Jews will 
involve Christianity in problems that cannot be solved 
in the way Mr. Sweazey suggesu: by a self-denying 
effort to end all mention of Christ in Rotary dub 
invocations and to reduce the large pre~nce of Chris
tion forms in the public schools. 

Areas of Sensitivity 

With varying degrees of precision, Mr. Sweazey 
seems to know several things about the present con
dition of the Jews in America which predispose him 
to believe that Christian proselytism among them is a 
real possibility. The most prominent of his arguments 
.isrnat "many Jews in America scarcely have a reUgion." 
that "even those who cherish a strong sense of the 
JHdaic tradition often seem to hold it as a sort .of . 
super-intense patriotism. without personal awareness 
of the God or the religious teachings of their fore
fathers." Second. he is aware that American JeWry 
has not yet conquered the last frontier, namely, fun 
pe~n.aI . ::~4· ~a1-·~<;ceptCl.nce . by a ;.society which 
politely but thoroughly practices exclusion of the 
Jew. This awareness is implicit in Mr. Sweazey's sug
gestion that "friendship is important" and in his em
phasis on the fact that 98 per· cent of Christians with 
a Jewish background indicated in a questionnaire 
study that they had begun "to look toward Christ 
because of friendship with a church member." Mr. 
Sweazey also alludes to the discomfort cawed Jews 
by Christian observances in the public schools and 
the like. He IUggests that in approaching the Jews 
"churches can do more to encourage better inter
group relations, not primarily to make a straighter 
highway for the Lord but simply because of the self
sufficient value of .good. feeling and appreciation. 
Christians must be encouraged to discountenance prej~ 
udice against Jews wherever it appears." 

Sweazey's awareness of these sensitive areas in 
Ameri~ Jewish experience prompt him to a geJ:l
eralization which appears to make him slightly un
comfortable. What he is saying is that the strength 

of Christianity in Jewish-Christian encounter is Chris
tendom; i.e., the fact that Atnerican society is primari
ly Christian and that even in this tolerant age a reli
gious minority lik.e the Jewish continues to feel the 
p~ssure of the overwhelming majority in many fonos. 
But Swe"azey points out that the convenion of Jews 
to Christianity out of their desire for betterment of 
their personal . status in society would represent the 
equivalent of "rice Christianity." and dearly that is 
not what any sensitive or committed Christian desires. 

As Mr. Sweazey emphasizes, those who woulq uno. 
dertake to evangelize American Jews have something 
to offer which (in their view) is much more religiowly 
valid and exciting. Large numbers of Jews, they say. 
have no real religious convictions, only group loyal
ties and a sense of involvement in the history and 
destiny of their people; they 3!e therefore ripe for . 
the true spiritual experience which Christianity can 
gjve. ~~D.l~ -:rh.c; "" pre!1:1.i.s~. ,9P.,:which· t,JJis c~_n~"P9i~~, 
rests can be questioned on several groUl~ds. Statisti· 
cally. the rate of synagogue affiliation has risen dramat
ically in the last decade or so. By now, at least three
fifths of all American Jews belong to some synagogue. 
(See the present writer's anicle on religion in the 
American Jewish Yearbook, I958.) At least another 
fifth is in the broad sense identified with the synagogue, 
and, more significantly still. probably almost nine 
out of ten Jewish children in America receive some 
training in the Jewish religious school. A very recent 
and elaborate study of this question (see the New 
York Times, May 29. 1959) confirms this fact, indeed 
shows that in the last decade religious school atten· 
dance has risen at a higher rate in Jewry than in 
any other American religious group. 

The Revival 01 Religion Among Jews 

While Jewish leaders differ in opinion as to the 
quality of the religious revival that these figures be
token. there can ' be no doubt that this is not .the 
Tecord of a group in Bight from iu religious moor
ings. Three decades . ago, American Jews behaved 
primarily. like . an erpn~co ~i.n(Jrity; tQdaYA.tJe .religi9J,lS.! 
organizations are the centtal and stabilizing insti· 
tutions of Jewish life. Granted that this religious 
identification is to some degree merely . the formal 
expression of secularism and group loyalty, is Juda
ism's situation essentially different from that of the 
major Christian denominations~ 

The various churches are consistently examining 
themselves as overly secularized ethnic and clas.s 
temples o~ "togetherness." For example, Roswell P. 
Barnes emphasized before the last (1957) General 
Assembly of the National Council of Churches of 
.Christ (of which body he was then associate general 
secretary) that the statistical evidences of growth in 
church membership were not "adequate criteria for 
judging religious values or the inHuence of the 
churches iIi society." Dr. Barnes urged that organized 
Christianity ·slough off all standards of institutional 
success and look for leadership to saints and thinkers 
rather than to organizers. 

Leading rabbis would echo these words--indeed 
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have done so. They too know, that the swift growth of 
synagogue membership involves them in the ~me 
danger of becoming merely "organization men," and 
they too are trying to .we the oppon~nity of this mo
ment to teach their people faith in the God of 
Abraham. In sum, American Jews. do not look to the 
church down the street as the bearer of a pure faith, 
.undefiled by what is wrong with contemporary Amer
ica-if only becaose its' minister is quite likely. and 

. his bishop or presiding elder is almost certain, to be 
telling all who will listen that the struggle for piety is 
as hard a fight among Christians as among Jews. 
There can be camaraderie' in this battle, but there 
is no overwhelming evidence that it is more nearly 
won at one end of the street than at the ' other. 

Christians. The AmeriCa that we know would then be 
at an end. 

These re8ections lead to · a consideration of the 
two great turning points in the, life of Christianity in 
our generation: the radical change in the nature of 
its encounter wi$ Eastern faiths and. the trend to-_ 
ward Christian ,reunion that is symbolized by ' the 
ecumenical movement~ A Christianity that mwt re
think. its relationship to its traditional mission fiefds 
and that is lerioU$ly attempting to reunite is dearly 
so changed that this changemwt affect, and be affected 
by, the JeWish-Christian encounter_ 

As recently as 1955 S. C. Carpenter could write. 
in the -widely read Penguin volume Chrntianity~ that 
"others are either ignoran.t of what is happening or 
strangely blind to tht significance of ~e fact that 

Grounds lor Resentment Asia and Africa are gradually becoming Christian." 
Clwly. American Jewry is today no more disinte- Dr. Carpenter's confidence in Ch~istianity's success is 

grating--becawe of ·iu -intemal ·ills -than- is American- not sharM .by. Edmund Perry, who writes .in.his. 1958 ' 
Christendom. Like Christianity, Judaism is self-<on- volume The Gospel in Dispute: 
sciowly and proudly at home in this free society of For the first time in iu entire history the Christian faith 
ours and it resentS any implications, no matter how is on the brink. of a decisive encounter with the other major 
subtly put. that it is looked on by others as a com- rdigioUi l)'Itemt of the wodd' which are now determined to 
munion to be desttoy~d. Being human. Jews will be deine thc 'elKOunter in their own terms., •.. The missionary 

. f th ff d b f Pr inroads of Christian faith into these other religions have 
SUSpicIOUS. 0 e pro ere em races 0 a otestant- been made by an offensive church against defensive r:cligions. 
ism. that may be trying to convert them through lovt, Henceforth the Church has to meet a counteroffensive by the 
using honey rather than vinegar tactics: They will other religions, for there is a resurgence of vitality especially 
tend to brood again on the horror of the nazi years, in Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam, and this resurgence is 
when the Munks. the Bonhoffers and the Berggravs. characterized by a feverish -missionary zeal which puu the 
who stood as Christians for decency, wer.e not the sole Church on the defensive_ - '- - No contemporary devotee of 

anyone of these older faiths is willing to think of his faith 
spokesmen of Christianity; for there were Christian u ~prdiminary faith which should give way to , o;r lead 
chaplains with_ the nazi armies and, unlike the Com· intO Christianity. __ . From his point of view, Christians' 
munists, the nazis ' were never formally excommuni- claimI to uclusive a-uth and gnce in the Gospel are the 
cated by any of the historic Christian denominations. same fabric as the attitude of racial and cultural superiority 

Jews will contemplate the pronounced anti-Zion- which characterued the political and economic domination 
ism of many church circles and note that every single of Asia and Afria by the white man. 
state · that has arisen in Africa and Asia since World Today therefore. for the first time in iu history, 
War-II-even Nasser's Egypt, which is anti-Christian- Christianity is in ' a "JewiSh. situation." Judaism has 
has- found almost unqualified support. in organized been marked from its beginning by a tension between ' 
Christianity, except Israel. This is not the place to the universal and the panicular, between God who 
enter into the merits or assess the moral guilt of [hose speaks to and about all men and the incarnation of 
issues;,.But--one -fact is --plain-:·-an -·aggressive -Christian -, ·that- faith -in -·the · parti~ular destiny""and needs · of·-t-he_~ 
mission to Jewry can only break open the scars of children, of Abraham. Isa,ac and Jacob, who are its 
thest wounds and stir up -the bitter passions of yester- bearers. Christianity appeared ' in the world aonounc
day. The possibility of Jewish-Christian cooperation ing itself as the universalism of Judaism. incarnate 
and symbiosis. which is a chief glory of America, will . in the m'essiah who had come, and stripped of any 
be lessened if not destroyed. particular reference to Jew or Greek, But today 

Nor can a Protestantism n;t-issionizing among Jews Christianicy. is the rdigion of the West and primarily 
expect" the Roman Catholics to maintain a benevolent of whites. It remains. of course, a gospel addressed to 
silence. By iu very momentum, sucb an effort will aU men; and yet it cannot but know that. in the here 
soon, if not immediately, tum into a broader attempt and 'now; it is ·solidly rooted in' one geographical area 
to conven all Americans to Protestantism. Catholics and in on.e cultural organism. 
have certainly read the many 'statements of recent 
years that South America is the great Protestant hope. A. New I7lh Century? 
They know that they are often regarded in Protes- A Jew does not have the right to suggest to Chris-
tant circles. exactly as Mr. Sweazey regards Jews: Lt_. tianity how it shall Solve its own basic dilemmas on 
as being Catholics because of their Irish. ltalial) or the contemporary scene. He does, however, have both 
Spanish ethnic memories. but a. peoplt. bereft -of true the right and· the duty to speak about the meaning of 
religion. It will take no ,imagination for CathoHcs to Christian evangelism for the future of America in its 
react to a Protestant mission to the Jews, conceived life-and-death strugglt for the. minds of men in the 
as an effort to dissolve. the JtwUh community. by dos· non-Christian world. America as it whole and all that 
ing whatever roads are open between them and other it stands for will go dc:>wn to defeat and disaster if 
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our age is made into a new 17th century, a time of 
"wars of religion." The peoples of Asia and Africa 
will respond to our American leadership only if what 
we offer as " a oounte$ith to communism is Dot 
Christianity or eve.n Judea-Christianity, but rather 
the grea'test of all American values: the vision of a 
world order in which all men serve, side by s~de and 
help each other to be true to themselves, to their 
own hopes and aspit:ations. 

Let me add that in the next cemury American 
society and ' indeed the whole Western worldwilI 
.inevitably tend to become pluralist in a much more 
complex way than ever before. A few years ago 
America took the first step toward opening the door 
of iriimigration to Asiatics and Africans 'by assigning 
modest quotas to that pan of the world. And now it 
has admitted Hawaii to statehood. That means that 
more and more Buddhists, Hindus and" Moslems will 
come to our shores, because America cannot be true 
.either to itseif or to its responsibilities if it .refuses 
them entry. The pluralism of our society will therefore 
have to i:ak.e on a different cast. No longer will it be 
merely Jewish..christian or religious-secl,Ilar. 9ur soci
ety will have to devise a framework in which religions 
essentially foreign to each other .will be able to meet 
in the common market place of an America which is 
steadily becoming a microcosm of all humanity. A 
revived Christian evangelism reassening its "Great 
Commission" to convert, a,nd hence to dissolve, all 
other faiths will not only embarrass America before 
the world; it will undercut our foreign policy and lend 
new fuel to the appeal of communism in the East. 

. elati~m of himself, then, clearly I, the Jew, am living 
in the greatest error, for I contiI"!-ue to reject the 
"highest. light" that God has vouchsafed. But the con
verse is also possible: If 1 udaism is true, then the 
Christian "h~ "arrogated to himself the claim of being 
the true Israel,· made a man into God, and falsely pro
claimed the Law to be .. brogated. For classicists like 
George Sweazey' and myself, there is no escape from 
living in the gravest danger. for we have bet our life 
and our salvation on one of ·these two possibilities_ 

How then can we refrain from trying to convert 
each other? How can we seriouSly propose to live in 
peace? 

It seems to me that the clue to an answer is to be 
'found in the very ecumenical movement within whkh 
Mr. Sweazey is laboring_ The Eastern Orthodox 
Church is part of the World Council of Churches, 
though it is known not to have surrendered one iota 
of iu conviction that other bodies with which it is . 
sitting are not true churches_ 

The Ecumenical Spirit 

But what of the "Great Commission"? A classicizing 
Christian like Mr. Sweazey might share every one of 
my fears and yet declare, "God helping me, I can do 
no other." Assuredly the social consequences of a faith 
cannot always be allowed to detennine its expression. 
But on the other hand it is obvious that American 
society and the world need theologies that are at once . 
true to themselves and yet make possible a reasonable 
peace among religions. 

Several rationales for such cooperation in the ecu
meniCal movement have been suggested, with partic
ular mIphasis on the fact that each church remains 
free. and indeed commissioned by its own light to 
conven members of other denominations. It is none· 
theless dear. at least to an outside observ_er like myself, 
that the meaning of ecumenicity is in the ultimate 
sense eschatological. It represents a largely unspoken 
acceptance of the premise that the church is likely to 
remain divided on matters of faith and to live with 
this division; that the· historic denominations will, 
despite some normal traffic across the variow lines, 
not engage in an all-out attempt to destroy each other; 
and that the question of which of the many churches 
is Christ's true church will be left for, the judgment 
of God at the end of time. If this be not the inherent 
meaning of ecumenic"ity. then the Protestant response 
to Pope John's recent call for a council of churches 
makes no sense_ What Protestantism asks as the pric~ 
for attending such a meeting is acceptance by the 
Roman Catholic communion of the idea that Protes
tants have a right to the danger of living outside the 
authority of Peter's successor, until God shall judge 
between them. 

The Danger for Cla.ssici.sts 

No one who · believes in a divine ' revelation can 
possibly be satisfied with the easy answer that every 
one of the great religions has some good in it and 
tha't all are therefore equally valid. If this be true, 
then idolatry and paganism have had some uses, for 
they certainly produced great aesthetic values, at very 
least in ancient Greece. I for one am not much happier 
over th~ Niebuhr·Tillich idea (which Franz Rosen
zweig prefigured) that Judaism and Christianity are 
both aspects of a larger reveiation and that they exist 
to correct and supplement each other. Being a classiciz
ing Jew, I stand with classicizing Christians like George 
Sweazey in insisting that these two faiths cannot both 
be ultimately right. If Christianity is God's true rev-

] can only propose to Christianity as a whole and to 
Protestantism in particular that this premise on which 
it is refounding modem Christianity. and this demand 
that it is making of the Roman Catholics, be applied 
in the relationship of all religions in the modern 
world, both East and' West. Let us stand separately 
for our various truths. Let w stand together for the 
peace of society_ Let w not do to one another that 
which is hateful to any of us_ And let us await the 
judgment of God. 

Additional Reprint-s- - 15~ per copy - May Be Obtained From 
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October 6, 1959 

Dear Friend: 

Knowing of your interest in inter-religious relationships, 
I thought you would find of value the ~nclosed reprint from 
the CHRISTIAN CENTURY on the issue of intensified efforts 
of some Protestant groups to convert Jews to Christianity. 
We feel that Rabbi Hertzberg I s reply is a thoughtful, original 
and constructive contribution to the Christian-Jewish dialogue. 

While the Synagogue Council of Am.erica arranged for publica
tion of the Jewish reply, and while, too, Rabbi Hertzberg holds 
official position within SeA, the statement was published as 
his own and does not constitute an official declaration of SCA 
or of any of its constituent organizations . 

Reprints of this article for distribution in your Congregation, 
among Christian clergy, IIlass media and for other education 
and community relations purposes, are available from SCA 
at fifteen cents per copy. 

t: UN STITUENT ORCANI7.ATIONS We would welcome your keeping us informed of what uses you 
make of this document. 
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Sec. Benson 

Asks seA Help 

On Slaughter Law 

Secretary o( Agricuhure Eua 
Uen son has invited SeA 10 n omi
na te the Jewish member o( ana· 
tional advisory conuniuee 10 me 
Seuetary on implementing me re
cenlly paS!;Cd Humane Slaughter 
Law. 

111 a letter to Rabbi Theodore 
L Adams, seA President, Secre
ta ry Benson wrotc that the law 
pro" ides that one member of the 
advisory committee is to be are· 
presentative of a religious orga ni
"l,alion . Other committee members 
will rcpn:scn t livestock raisers, in
dustry and labor in the meat 
packing ind ustry, humane so
( ictics, the Government and the 
b::ncral public. 

Rabbi Adams has a ppOiDu.:d a 
sp eci<l l cnmmiltl'e of represenla
li,'cs of SCA's six constituent 
OIgencies to designate a J ewish 
a Ulhnrily acccptable to the entire 
Jewish community. 

The functions o f the advisory 
comm ittee will be to consult with 
the Secreta ry o f Agriculture and 
m:lke recommendations relative 
to hu ma ne sl;lUghtcr, as required 
by the law, wh ich specificall y de· 
fines Sdlcch ita as h umane. 

I n his len er, Secretary Benson 
e:o;plaincd th'lt the religiom rep
rcsclll<ltil"C must be '·a person 
familiar wi th the R-quirements of 
religious faiths with respect to 

51.l ugh ler ." 
T he 1;1\\1 has no t nforccmen t 

prov isions. ] t specifics certain 
types of Slaugh ter of an imals and 
fowl fo r food, including Schechita, 
as hum:l ne and there£ore in COIll" 

pliance "with tin: public policy 
of the United States." After J un .. 
30, 1960, me law forbids all agen 
cits o f the Federal Govern men. 
to buy any livestock o r poultry 
from processors who usc slaughter 
methods not sped lied in the law 
as humane. 

Seplemher-Oclober,1958 

THREE·F AITII APPEAL - Rabbi Theodore L. Adanu, 
SCA President, (cenfer) joined with Bi8hop Fltlton}, Sheen 
( right) and the Rev. Edwin T . Dahlberg, President o/the 
National Council 01 Churches ( lelt) in a three-Iaith plea in 
Washington recently lor a foreign aid program commen
surate with the obligationll 01 the world's richest nation 
toward COUlltrie" and people" illlleed. Rabbi Adam" headed 
a d elegation 0/30 national Jewish leaders. 

Three-Faith Effort Helps Assure 
More Adequate U.S. Foreign Aid 

The national Catholic, Protes
tant and Jewi~h religious agencies 
a re beillg credited with a major 
role ;n mobilizing public support 
for passage of the Mutual Secu· 
rity Program in Collgress during 
the l:lst session . 

SeA, representing the J ewbh 
religious community, participated 
,vith Ca tholic and ProteStant 
Opokesmcn in a number of act ions 
in bchnlf or an adequate foreign 
nid program. 

I. The em pha~ i s by representa· 
tives of the three religious (Om· 
.trLunitics in join t testimony bt:. 
fore the Senate Appropri<ltions 
Committcc on the moral obliga. 
t ions of Amer ica to untlcr-dcvcl· 
oped nations was widely regarded 

as a major contr ibution to the 

reversal by Congress of an unsym· 
pathetic a tti tude and itS suppOrt 
of President [ isenhower's request 
for increased appropriations. 

O n July 18, R abbi Max D. 
Da\·idson of Perth Amboy, SCA 
First Vice-PresideDt, tes tified be· 
fore that Senate (Ommittee on be
haU or SCA and its constituellt 
o rganiza tions. H e declared the 
official view of SCA to be that an 
increa$C and ex pansion , rather 
than a cut, in mutual aid funds 
.... as urgently needed and that " in 
admini s tering our ma teria l 
wt'alth and lechnicaJ skills as a 
truSt given us by the CreatOr for 
use in the service of mankind, we 
sha ll bring hope to millions of 
JK:ople." 

(Concluded 0" Page 2) 

AMEHICA 

Cheshvan.5719 

Participation 

By U.S. Jewry 
The Synag'lglle Counci! -Qf· 

America has bttn officially in· 
vited by the U. S. Department of 
Health, Education and \Velfare 
10 coordinate participatil}n or the 
Jewish community in the 1960 
\ Vhite House Conference on Chil· 
dren and Youth, Rabbi Theodore 
L. Adams, SCA President, has an· 
nounced. 

A ''''hite H ouse Conference 
con CCTIled with America·s chil· 
dren and you th has been held 
every ten yean since the first one 
in 1909, called by President Theo· 
dore Roosel'elt. The purpose of 
each con ference is to mobili~e 

gove rnmen tal a nd voluntary 
~gencies and organiza tions, as 
well as ci tizens of lay and profes. 
sional backgrounds to assess, 
study ;lIld improve the well·5cing 
of the nation·s chi ld ren and 
youth. 

The SCA, Ihe Nat;l}nal Catho. 
lic \Velfare Confcrem:e and the 
National Council of Churches 
hal·e been asked to mobilize the 
three major religious communi· 
ties for the confe rence, which will 
Ile held in Washington, D. C. in 
!\larch 1960, Rabbi Adams said. 

Rabbi Adams also announced 
th~t Rabbi ]\"<l rc H. Tanenbaum, 
SeA E:o;ecutive Direnor, has been 
na llied a meml>er of the Inte r im 
Plann ing Group for the con fer· 
eme. In that capacity, Rabbi 
T~n(;nbaum took part in June in 
a meeti ng of that commiuc<;, to· 
gether with Msgr. Raymond J. 
Gall~gher, assis(~nt director of 
l he Catholic Cha ri ties Bureau of 
Cleveland, and Rev. W illiam J. 
Villaume, executive director o f 
the Oil'ision or Christian Life and 
Work of the n epan'llen t of Soci;!! 
Welfare of lhe N~tional Council 
of Churches. Dr. Bernard Lander, 
Professor o f .sociology at Hu nter 
College and De3 11 o f the Ycshiv~ 

(Conciolled On Page 2) 
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1960 Conclave 
(Concluded From Page J) 

Unil'crsity GrJdualC School, is 
sen.ing as cOllSullan l to S~A. 

Msgr. G~lIaghcr, Rabbi Tanen
uaum a nd R ev. Dr. Almon R. 
Pe p per, d irector o f the Depart
mCnt of Soci~l Welfare o f the 
P rotestant Episcopal Church, re p
resenting the N~tional Council of 
Churcllcs, Ill~t with two federal 
offic i ~ls to clarify the role of reli· 
gious groups in pl~n ning the or
ga n i1ation fo r the conference. 
The officb ls were Dr. Katherine 
B. Oettinger, chief of the Chil
dren's Bureau of the Department 
o f H ealth, Education a nd Wel
fare. and Charles Schotlla nd, as
sistant to the Secretary. 

President Eisenhower will ap
I>oint a na tional committee of 
about 50 outstanding national 
personalities which _w ill work 
with federal and state officials 
and agencies in developing the 
w nference program. More than 
500 national organizations wn· 
cerned with the welfare of Ameri· 
can children and youth also will 
participate. 

3-Faith Help For Foreign Aid 
(Concluded From Page J) 

Charles P. T<1 ft . Mayor of Cin· 
cin nati and promim::nt laymen on 
the General Board of th~ Na 
t io nal Council of Churches, testi· 
fied [or the Proteuan t commu
n ity. Father J ames L. Villard. 
Vicc·Chairma n of the Catholic 
Associatio n for International 
Pcace, tcStified for the Catholic 
cOllllll uni t}'. 

2, SeA p:l nici pa~cd in making 
know n to the House o f Repre
sentatives the ··deep concern" of 
the three religious commun ities 
ol'er:t series o{ House curs in <lp
propria t io ns for lhe mutual aid 
program_ This position wa~ e"
pressed in a n Opcn Letter to Con· 
grc~s on July 16 signed b y 34 dis· 
tinguished Catholic, Protestant 
<lnd J ewish leaders. 

Tht: document was l'rescnted to 
Sen. Lenren Saltonstall of 1\"laS/la
chusclls, Senior Rel'ublican memo 
ber of the Senate Apl'rol'riations 
Commillee by Father Vizzard; Dr. 
Kenneth L. Maxwell, Director of 
the DeJ>3runent of International 
Affairs of tbe Nadonal Council of 
Churches; and Rabbi Marc H. 
Tanenbaum, SeA Executh'e Di· 
rector. 

The Statement declared tha t 
"the great challenge to the United 

States" in the world o f today was 
·'to o ur moral p urpose" and that 
the House cu rs ··not only throws 
into questi?n the abi lily o f the 
United States to provide leader· 
ship in helping to create the con
ditions for world freedom a nd 
peace but also casts dou bt orl th~' 

seriousness o f our moral re~pon · 

sibili ty." 
The signers were: Rabbi Theo· 

dore L . Adams; D r. Eugene l.ar· 
son Blake; J acob Blwstein: Arch· 
bishop Richard J. Cushing: Re,·. 
Edwin T. Dahluerg: Rabb i Max 
D. D avidson; R ab bi j\h urice 
Eisendrath: Rabbi Abra ham J. 
Feldman ; Moses L Feue rstein: 
Abraham Fineberg; H arry W . 
Fla nnery; Bernath L. J acobs; 
j\ofsgr. George Higgi ns; Bishop 
Gerald H . Ke n nedy; Rabbi Isaac 
Kle in ; Philip N. Klutzn ick; R e\,. 
;"isgr. L u ig i Ligutt i; Archbishop 
R obert Emmett Lucey; R abbi 
Julius Mark; Bishop W. C. Mar
tin; Dr. Ke nne th L. Maxwcll; Dr. 
Reinhold Niebuhr; Bishop C.' 
Bromley Oxnan; Rev. Norman 
Vincent Peale; Rabbi Eman uel 
Rackman; Rabbi Jacob P. Rudin : 
R t. Rev. H enry Knox Sherrill; 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver; Bishop 
Julian Smith; C harles 1'. T aft; 
Rabbi Marc H . T anenbaum; R ev. 

Stern Presents SeA Gift 

M,Jf(A!iA oj Japan, a seru)Us sludent 
of Jewish religion and history, receitied Mr. and Mrs. Custa" 
Stern, leading SeA National Sponsors, during their recent 
visit to Japan. The Crown Prince is shown being presented 
with a rare prayer book in behalf 01 SeA, in token.of appre
ciation Jor his work in "having done more than any other 
Japanese to further Japanese-Jewish understanding." Mr. 
Stern reported to SeA that while there was in Japan a small 
group of Japanese intellectuals who are intensely inter
ested in Judaism and Israel, "recent reports 0/ hlrge-scale 
conversions 0/ Japanese to /udai.5m are exaggerated and 
unfounded." Mr. Stern has been a generous supporter oj 
the International ARain program oj SeA, 

JOHNSTON HAILS 

ADAMS' SPEECH 

The address b y Rabbi Theo· 
dore L. Adams, SeA President, 
at the February Wbite House 
Conference has been lauded 
b y Eric Johnston, cbaimlan of 
the conference. 

Mr. Johnston wrote Rabbi 
Adams that "no nne could have 
given a more forceful , learnec;l 
and stimulating address Ihan 
you rs," adding that "the dra· 
matic way }'ou made your 
IMlIms won the approval of all . 

.I am deeply indebted lO you 
for your in"aluable contri· 
bution." 

James L. VizzMd; Mrs. T heo. O. 
Wedel; i\ l artin Work and B ishop 
Womicki. 

The Open Letter was reported 
as a page o ne story in the New 
York Times, which carried the 
text in full, and was widely pub
lished in major newspapers of the 
nation. 

3. A su~tained d fo ft has been 
underta ke n to deep~n public un · 
derstandi ng a nd su ppOrt o f the 
basic issues in con linued ade
qU<ltC foreign aid. based o ri the 
\ 'Vhi te House Conference on For
eign Aspects cif U . S. National 
Securily, in which SeA partici
pated. 

T he effort is being sponsored 
by the Committee (or Interna· 
tional Economic Growth, which 
was set u p undcr the chairman· 
ship of Eric J ohnston following 
the White H o use Confere nce last 
."ebruar y. 

As a major step in (he (ollow.ul' 
public information program, tbe 
Committee has published the ad· 
dress delivered by Rabbi Adams. 
and has made it available, .along_ 
witb other addresses at the Con· 
ference, lO a nation·wide audience 
bol.h in print and in recordings.. 

T he addresses and photographs 
of RJbbi Adams, Bishop Ful tOn 
J. Sheen, and D r . Dahlberg. Presi
dent of the Nat ional Cou ncil of 
Churches, together with those of 
President Eisenhower, Secretary 
o f State Dulles, Adlai Stcvenson 
and fonne r Presiden t H a rry S. 
TrurlL,lII, appear in a book be.ar· 
ing: the same tit le as that of the 
w n rerem;e. 

Sponsors o f the Committee (or 
International Economic Growth 
includ e from SC.-'\: Rabbi Adams: 
Rabbi Aaron Blume nthal; Rabbi 
Max D. Davidson ; R abbi E isen
death; Rabhi Feldman; i'I r. 
Feuerste in: Mr. Jacobs- Rabbi 
Mark; and Rabbi Solomon J. 
Shar(man. 



Constituents 

Laud SCA Work, 

Urge Support 

LAZRUS NAMED TO HEAD NEW 
FOUNDATIONS COMMITTEE 

Aid U.S. Prayer Day 
In response to a request from 

the Wh ite House, the SCA Execu
tive Boaed has given support to 
President Eisenhower's Proclama
t ion o( a National Day o( Prayer 
on October 1_ Dramatic indications of in

creased moral and material sup
I>oft for the program of SeA from 
constituent agencies is refiectt:d in 
the official resolution" adopted at 
recent com'eminRs of the agen
de!>. 

The Central Con(crcncc of 
,\mc ri can Rabbis commended 
SeA "for the dignity and distinc
tion with which it ha.:; represented 
Juda ism in relation"ships wil.h the 
United Nations, our Government 
and Church bodies, and for olher 
notable contributions." 

Reaffirming support of SCA, 
the CeAR delegates at thei r Junt: 
Convention in ehiGlgo. urged 
"our members to mobili7.e greater 
fina ncial suppOrt for its program 
Lhrough the Obtain ing of ade
quate grants [rom community fed
eration and welfare funds, and 
through contributions from con
g regations and individuals." 

Delegates to the an nual con
vemio l1 of the Rabbinical Coun
cil o f America at i'l'Iiami Beach in 
July noted "with satisfaction the 
new a reas o[ activity and the di
re(lion taken by the Synagogue 
Council o f America during the 
past year." The delegates also 
termed "of pennanent impor
tancc" the role o[ SCA "' in repre
senting the interests of the total 
Jewish commu nity in both gov
ernment circles and in inter-reli
g ious ,u:tivities with Catholic and 
Protestant groups. We pledge our 
~u pport to this program." 

T IIC R" uuilli t;"l Assciliuly of 
America c011\'Clllion at Kiamesh" 
L;lke, N. Y. ill l\l ay I;w dcd SeA as 
"the national coord inati ng body 
through which the Orthodox, 
Conscrvative ami Reform rab
uin ic ;l lld cong'rcgatioll;11 org;l lli
t.ations spe~k ~ nd work together 

Ren jamin uzrus, President o[ 
the Henrus 'Vatch Company and 
Co-Chairman o( the SCA National 
Sponsors Committee, has been 
al'pointed Nation~1 Chairman of 
the SCA Foundations Committee, 
it has been announced by Rabbi 
Theodore L. Adams, SeA Presi
dent, and Jm;eph $chiang, Na
tional Chairman of the SCA Com
miuee of Sponsors. 

Rabbi Adams said d lC Founda
tions COiUmittee was established 
in response to lhe growing a~pt
ance by iUa jor philanlhIopic and 
rescardl fo unda tions of various 
S<.:A special projectS. 

·"The .synagogue Council, u(;;. 
cause of itS unique role in repre· 
senting the American jewhh re
Jig iou~ commullity uefore the 
United States Government, the 
Un ited Nations and the PrOtest· 
ant and Catholic communi tics, is 
being called upon to an ever
growing degn:c to undertake spe· 
cilic research, workshop and pub
lication programs which ace urg
ently needed (or greater under· 
standingo[ the Jewi~h community 
::nd its role in American democ· 
racy," Rabbi Adams explained. 

"Correspondingly, the!K: major 
~oundatioDli ace increasingly in
cluding the Syn:agogue Council in 
tbeir basic programs o( granlS and 

ill the 1l.1me and interest of the 
jewish rel igious communi ty o( 
the United States:' 

The delegates pledged their 
~continued loyalty" to SCA and 
urged thc mobiliza tion of better 
tin;lIlci ,, 1 support Trom J ewish 
t;O llllll un;11 funds and from syna
gogues and individuals. 
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other financial support," he said. 
Ee explained that Me. Lazrus 

would direct aCtivities oE the SCA 
Foundations Committee in coor
dinating such rel~tionships with 
the family, corporation and other 
philanthropic foundat ions. 

The other members of tlle 
Foundations Committee a re: 

Rabbi Adams, Herbert Berman, 
R;lymond L Dickinson, commit
tee adv isor, Dr. Benjamin Fine, 
H erbert HellShcl, Dr. Bern;) rd 
L;)nder, R abbi Julius Mark, Dr. 
Norman Salit, Joseph Schlang, 
Rabbi Saul Tepliu, and former 
St;)te Sen. Albert Wald. 

SUPPORT 

HIGHLIGHTS 

ADVERTISERS 

The Nat io nal Counci l of 
Ch urches and the Catholic com
munity provided similar support 
in uringing the text of the Presi
dt:nt'~ proclamation to the widest 
possible audience_ 

announces a new 
FUND-RAISING 
PLAN 

Available 10 religiOtJ~, philanthropic 
and educalianal organizations. For 
full details, simply wrile on YCKIf 

organirolion', Jellemeod fa, 

BARTOM'S Dept. S8 .0 h"alh An. 
"Hklt" I, M. Y. 

@TI •• no .... BARTON'S j. 

i you, SlIoronlee W. ko.her, 

,,, ... 011110. CONtiNENT'" CHOCOI"'fS 

:1)1" ;1)'U~ 

VAR~ 
extends best wishes for a 

HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS 

NEW YEAR 

TEXT BOOKS OF MERIT 
HEROES AND HIGHLIGHTS OF JEWISH HISTORY 

by Mordeca i .\1. Lewittes 
Pan I $1.75, Part II $2.25, Part III $2.50, Part IV $2.50 

.\lODERN HEBREW by Harry Blumberg and 
Mordecai ;\ 1. Lewiues 
A fi rst-year course in reading, grammar, and conversation. 

SELECT READINGS IN HEBREW LITERATUR E 
by H'lrry Blumberg and Mordeca i i\{. Lew ittcs 1.50 

i\WDERN HERREW GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION 
by Harry Blumberg 4.00 

HEBREW SHORT STOR IES by E. Horowitz 1.50 
MODERN HEBREW LITERATURE 

by Zeldner and Epstein 
HEBREW ENGLISH DiCTIONARY by M. G . Glenn 
VOCABULARY OF JEWISH LIFE by A. M. Heller 
SPEAK HEBREW_ Conversation book by Daniel Persky 
THE STUDENT BIBLE by Mordecai M. Lewittes 

2.25 
!I.50 
2.00 
1.25 

Genesis in two parts. Each Part 1.25 

HEBREW PUBLISHING CO. 
79 Delancey Street, Nt!w York 2, N. Y. 



Rabbi Adams Urges Action 

On 3-Faith 'Summit' Meeting 
Direct mutings of Catholic, 

Protestant and Jewisb leaden 
sbouJd be held a t both national 
and interna tiona l level",:u. a vi~l 
step toward solution of. pressing 
problems at both levels, Rabbi 
Theodore L. Adams, SCA Presi
dent, has sunngly urged. 

A "summif' meeting of the best 
minds in the thrl't faiths to mobi
lize moral and sp iritual resources 
to help ease world tensions and [0 

lay the fou ndatio n for greater in
ternational COOp CT.ltio:" was ad vo
cated by Rabbi Adams as one of 
tile planks of h is adminis tra tion's 
program fo r the comi ng year. He 
urgt:d the SCA to act p.romptly 
and vigorously in backing such a 
meeting. 

This idea was paralleled by a 
similar proposal by the Rev. Dr. 
Edwin T. Dahlberg, presidelll of 
the Na tiona l Cou ncil of Churches, 
who recently ca ll ~d (o r an " Inter
na t ional C eo·Theological Year." 
Dr. Dah lberg suggested that the 
National Council of Churches, 
" in coopcr:uiun with other rel i· 
gious bodies around the w.o rld, 
initiate plans fo r an International 
Geo.TheologiC:.t1 Year, compar· 
able. to the Internat ional Geo
Physica l Year." He urged thal 
jla r ticipauts "should include not 
onl)' the best think.ers in Judaism, 
Catholicism and Protenan tism, 
but of a ll fa iths, ' 

R abbi Adams, in an address be· 
fore the July annual convention 
of the R abbinical Council o( 
America, a conslilUent agency of 
SCA, a lso urged the immed ia te ex
Illoration of d irect ta lks between 
"the responsible leaden of our 
three fai tlu " in lhe Uni ted States 
10 deal with growing inter-fa ith 
tension$. 

He said such meetings were 
needed to deal with the (act that 
"a pattern of tensions" was emerg· 
ing in the United States "betwu n 
Catholics and Pro testants, Catho
lics and ' Jews, Proteuants and 
J ews and between Catholics and 
Protesta nts and Jews." 

He .said that these tensio ns were 
de\'eloping and grow ing on fun· 
damental church·stil te ' issues and 
on Middle E.Ist I.{u(;~l iun s. Citing 
the issue of separation of church 
nnd state in respect to public 
schools, the SCA President as· 
serted thm, with minor excep· 
tions, the Jew ish grou p is n.ow the 
on ly religious comm un ity which 
persists in urging the reten.,tion of 
the non·~ctaria n chOlracter of the 
pub'lic school, a stand "which has 
brought American j ewry into in· 
creasing conAict with th~ Protes-

tant commun ity." 
He reported tha t Sunday clo$

_ ing laws "have become 11. llUIjor 
bone of contcn tion between 
American Jews and, Christians 
.m d told his rabbinical colleagues 
that "unless Y)me formula is de. 
\' i5OO lor safeguarding the reli· 
gious liberty of Sabbath-observing 
j ews, this issue will becomc in· 
cr~a.'iingly ' ·olatile in communi· 
ti~s across the nation." 

Israel and the Middle EaSl.simi
larly has become the focus of pro· 
rou nd d ifk re nces between the 
j ewish (ommunity nnd large $eg. 
m(:nlS of the Cathol ic .1Ild Protes' 
(a n t communi ties. He warned 
that Cathol ic, Protesta nt and j ew. 
ish IC:Jd~rs \\'ho s~ek to minimiJ:e 
the$C te nsions on a loca l level arc 
Loster ing .m iU)Jsion which will 
one _day "blow up in ;,tll our 
r",ces." 

In recen t months, R;,tbbi Aaron 
Blumenthal, in his report a5 out· 
going presidenl to the annual 
com-ention of the Rabbinical As
sembly of America, a constituent 
agency of SCA, called upon SCA 
to Qrry for .. -ard consulta tions 
l~ading toward such a summit re
ligious conference. 

Dr. Maurice Eise nd ril th, presi. 
dem o( the Uuion of American 
Hebrew Congregations, a const! t· 
uent agency of SCA, retu rned 
from a world tour during which 
he met with leaders of major 
Oriental and Occidenta l fa iths 
and, in his report, urged tha t SCA 
cont illue its ta lks "with American 
institu tions o r. Protestantism and 
Cathol icism [Oward the incr~ased 
mobilization of rel igious fo rc~s in 
the pursuit of world peace." 

Discussions on such p roposals 
have been taking plac~ between 
representatives of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, the 
Catholic Association for Interna· 
tional Peace, The National Coun· 
cil of Churches and SCA. These 
c:onsultatiom a re being conducted 
for SCA by its Interna tiona l Af· 
fairs Commission, headed by its 
cha irman, Rabbi Abraham J. 
Fddman of Hanford, Conn. 

~ 

CORRECTJON: Dr. Samson 
R . Weiss, Execu tive Vice Presi· 
dem of the Un ion of O rthodox 
J ewish Congregations of America, 
W;IS listed in the last issue of 
HIGHLIGHTS as a member of 
an SCA lommittec in charge of 
preparing an o rder .of pra yer 
readings for thc Israel T enth An· 
nil·c rsary observance. Dr. Weiss 
was IlOt a member of this com
mittee. 

seA Launches 
Grass Roots 
Educational Plan 

A long.range program to bring 
the story of the \O'o rk, accomplish. 
ments and Objectives of SCA di· 

. reetly to the grass roots of the 
America n j ewish community was 
\'igorously implemented during 
the p itSt year. 

SCA officiit ls and representa· 
t il'cs appeared at a wide variety 
of meetings to describe SCA ac
th' ities in the fields of coopera· 
tion with Christian organizations, 
in cooperatio n wi th va r io us 
branches of the Government and 
in various Uni ted Nations act ivi· 
tics. 

Similar "get.acquainted" meet· 
ings a re sch~duled for a number 
of cit ies during the coming or· 
ganiza tional year, according 10 

Rabbi The<ldore L . Adams, SCA 
President. 

A l}'pical gather ing ,,'ns one a t 
which Rabbi Marc H . Tanen· 
baum, SCA Executive Dire(lo r, 
addressed the Ba ltimore Board of 
Rabbis, of which Rabbi Samuel 
Rosenhlatt is President. R:,bbi 
Ta nenb~um also spoke at a lunch· 
eon meeti ng of the Philadelphia 
Board of R abbis of which Rabbi , 
Pinchus Chazin is President. 

Rabbi Maurice Bloom, SCA 
dekg-..t te from the Central Con· 
ference of American Rabbis,spo ke 
in Baltimore to the newly-org-,m · 
ized federa tion of Jewish Broul' 
erhoods. 

A mel:: ting of rabbinic and lay 
lcOlders, sponsored by UlC Massa· 
chusct ts Board of R abbis, of 
which R ol;t nd B. G ittclsohn is 
I'resident, and fo r which R abbi 
Albert Goldstein acted as chair· 
man, heOl rd a report from R abbi 
T anenb:aul\l. Lnter the SeA Ex· 
ecut ive Oirecto r addressed a 
s-roup of memhers of the ,.yen· 
chester County Board of Rabbis 
:md a number of p residents of 
Westchester area congregations. 
Rabbi Irving Koslowe is J>resi· 
dent of the \Vestchesler rabbini· 
ca l body. R:lbbi Aaron Dlumen
th~ l, ~t whose synagogue the 
meeting was held, served as chair
man. 

Dr. Bernard Bamberger, a Pas t 
President of SCA, discussed SCA 
Olctiv itic, a t a meeting held in 
T remont T emple in the Bronx of 
wll ich R abbi Bloom is spiritual 
lc .. der. Rabbis and Jay leaders 
from Onhodox , Conservative and 
Reform congrq,''3 tions Oluended . 

E~ rli e r in the year, ROlbbi Wi l· 
li:lm F. Rosenblum, a Pas t I'rcsi· 
dem of SCA, addressed a mee ting 
;It the congrega t ion of Rabbi Ber· 
nard KligCeld of Long Beach, 
N. ]. 

seA. President 

Featured On 

CBS Network 

Rabbi Theodore L Adams. 
SCA Presidenl, was the guelt 
speaker on a' special Rosh H a· 
shanah program on Church of the 
Air o,'er the CBS radio ne twork 
September 21. 

Choir music was provided by 
Congreg:1I ion SheariLh brael 0 1 
New Yorl:. , olden J ewish .congre. 
ga tion in the Unitl'd Slates. 

SCA sponsoretil"'o o ther series 
of programs, one 011 the Sunday 
Radi~ ChallCl of WOR.Aiutua l 
Broadcasting SYlllCm, and r.he 
other a new WMGM series. 

Speakers under SCA sponsor· 
sh ip on the Su mlay Rild io Ch'lpci 
Jlilvei llcluded Rabbi Arth urChicJ 
of Genesis Hebrew Center, Tuck· 
ahoe, N. Y. and R abbi i\'la urice 
Bloom of Tremont Temple in 
the Bronx. 

Prom inent Catholic, Pro testan t 
.lI1d Jewish clergymen record(:d 
o ne - minute inspirational mes
sages as sta tion breaks for the 
WMGi\1 brondGlst, "Take ~ 

Break." 
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An informal reception prior to the first program meeting of Notional Advisory Council brought together, a mong others, the following; 
(left to righ t) Myron S. Silbert, Cincinnoti, Ohio; the Rev. Dr. Richard M. Fogley, CommiS$ion of the Churches on Internotionol Affoirs; the 
Very Reverend Msgr. Raymond Gallogher, Nalional Catholic Welfore Conference; Philip Kasakove, New Rochelle; Joseph Horlom, Hozle
lon, Po .; Hon. Herbert H. Le hman; SCA Vice President Rabbi Julius Mark; Theodore Smith, United States Committee for the United Notions; 
Louis Wolfson, Jocksonville, Flo. 

Flemming Confers 
With Three Faiths 
On Welfare Needs 

Hon. Arthur S. Fk mming, Scc· 
retary of the U. S. Department o[ 
Heah h. Education and \Velfare, 
urged religious leaders to take an 
active role in nationw ide efforts 
to meet the social weUare needs 
of the American people. 

The Secretary addressed a meet
ing of representatives from the 
National Conference o[ Catholic 
Chari ties, the National Council 
of Churches and the Synagogue 
Council of America during lI. n 
a ll.day consultation held No\,. 23 
at the U.S. Departmen t of Health, 
Education and \VeUare. The 
three·fa ith delegations met in 
Wash ingto n a t the invita tion of 
Se<:TCt"ry Flemmi ng to review the 
hea lth needs of the aging and 
public assistance to the needy. 

A series of workshops on the 
(Continued on page 3) 

Sign Contract For 
Shehitah Research 

A contract for a research study 
to improve methods of handl ing 
;mima ls in connection with She· 
hitah was signed this month by 
the Join t Adv isory Comm ittee of 
the SCA and the National Com
muni ty Rela tions Ad visory Coun
cil, and the Armour Research 
Foundation of Illinois Inst itute of 
Technology. Rabbi Max D. Dav
idson, president of SCA, and Mor
t imer Brenner, co·clJainnan of 
the J oin t Ad\'isory Committee, 

(Continued on page 4) 

MARVIN J. SI LBERMAN 

In Memoriam 
The death of Mr. and Mrs. 

Marvin J. Silberma n of Scarsdale, 
N . Y .• who perished in the Pied
mom :\irlines CT<lsh on Friday, 
Oct. 31, evoked widespread grief 
among the delegates of the con· 
stituent organizat ions of the Syna· 
gogue Council of America. Mr. 
Silberman , a Na tional Secretary 
of the Sy nagogue Council and Ihe 
fLrst Nationa l Chairman of its 
Sponsors Committee, had just 
consented to represent the SCA 
at the Board of Directors meeting 
of lhe Conference on J ewish Ma
terial Claims Aga inst Gennany, 
sclJeduled for Amsterdam, J anu· 
ary 31 , 1960. Following is the 
statement issued by the SCA: 

"With stu nned and anguished 
heans we acknowledge the tragic 
loss of our beloved friend and fel · 
IO\\'-<l ffi cer, Marvin J. Sil berman, 

(Contin ued on page 2) 

Lehman Urges NAC Play 
Role in Restoring Mora 
Strength in Community 

Hon. Herbert H. Lehman, hon
orary chairman of the SCA Na
t ional Advisory Council, decried 
the "decl ine in the general se nse 
of social and moral values" in the 
na t ion at the fi rst program meet· 
ing of the newly·formed National 
Advisory Council of the Syna
gogue Council of America, Thurs
day, Dec. 3, at the H armonie 
Club, New York City. 

Mr. Lehman explained that 
those who have been "keenly 
aware of the crumhling of social 
and moral \'alues over the past 
decade might ;olmost wekome the 
recent television investigation 
which, because of its shocking im
paCt and the widespread popu
lari ty of the medium, served, I 
hope, to awaken many thousands 
to the faCt that the u aditional 
portra it of the upright, fo rward · 
looking American is showing very 
evident signs of decay." 

N ational Advisory Council 
members from all parts of the 
country heard Mr. Lehman ap
peal for greater participation of 
lay leadership in religious move
men ts as "a strong motivating 
force, to help restore the moral 
strength of the community." 

The Advisory Co unci l was 
formed on Nov. 8 as a means of 
mobi lizing "q ualified lay leader· 
ship, bOlh loca lly and na tionally, 
in support of the work and pro· 

gram of the Synagogue Council 
in national and international af· 
fairs." 

Rabhi J uli us Mark, SCA "ice
presidem, presided at the after
noon session which heard Benja
min Lazrus, nat ional chairman of 
NAC, d iscuss the ach ievements of 
the Synagogue Council in the 
field~ of in ternational relat ions, 
social welfare and inter-rel igious 
cooperation. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Named to National 
Advisory Council 

A virtual "Who's Who" 01 
American J ewish leaders com
prises the N ational Advisory 
Council of SCA. T he followi ng i$ 
an up-to-date registry of NAC 
members: 

Alfred R. Bachrach. Sta nley R. 
Broff, Ira Guilden, Orin Lehman, 
Joseph i\f . Mazer, J akob M ichael, 
Earl Morse, Max E. Oppen· 
heimer, Maurice Tempelsman, 
New York City; George Brussel 
Jr., Elmsford, N. Y.; Phi lip Kasa· 
kove, Charles S. Raizen, Robert 
J\.f. Wei tman , New Rochelle, 
N. Y.; Richard Koch. J ersey City, 
N. J: Ph ilip M. Klutznick. Park 

(Con tinued on page 3) 
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Religious and Political Figures 
React to Evangelism Dialogue 

-rhe Christian-J ewish d ialogue 
.. ,'cr e,'angel ism and its implica
tions for our 1I00tion's foreign pol
icy t;(; nt ill ued to e,'oke significa nt 
rc,H:tiollS in tlu ... ·n,nion·s preS5, as 
\l'dl :IS from U.S. Go\,ernllie lll 
,lIld religious leaders of the major 

. fa iths. 
T he dialogue "mle to public 

:Ollention with the publ ication of 
; (11 :,rticle in the April 29 i~ue of 
the Christian Century by the Rc' .. 
George Sweazey in which he 
urg::tl I'rotestams to intensify 
thei r d rort>; to win J ews to Chris· 
t ia nity, Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg. 
d' ;lirrn" n of SCA's International 
-" Ifairs Commission, wrote a per
SO llal reply in the Sept. 16 issue 
of the same leading Protestant 
weekly in wh ich he asserted tha t 
increaseu evangd ism among J ews 
would embarrass both Christians 
aud J ews and might even jeop~ 
ardi r,e the image of America be
[ore the world. 

Officials in the White H ouse, 
thc State Department. the U.s, 
CongreS5, the United 'States In
fo rmation .. \geney, and the Cath· 
olic OI lld P,-otestant communities 
have reacted with great interest 
to the articles. 

III a letter puolishcd in the 
On. 21 issue of Christian Cen-
cury, Rev. Sweatcy denied that 
"there is a ncw movement to 

proselytize the Jews. There is no 
such 1Il0,'CIllCm and the impres
sion that there is OI n :Iggressil'e 
ncw a ttem pt to prosc lyt i!e would 
surcl ), arouse decp rescmlUcnts." 

He added th;lt "ule otfice on 
the Christia n Approach to the 
J ews o[ the Na tional Council of 
CIlurcilc5 " is :It prescnt dor· 
ma nt," Re\,. Swe:'1.er concluded: 
"Rabbi HerulJcrg is right in say· 
ing tha t the ancient logical di· 
lemmas will have to have better 
solutiolls than I proposed. His 
splendid an ick is a good ex.am· 
pie of how to look for them." 

The Re\,. J ohn F. Cronin, ;1$. 

siSlant di rector of the National 
Ca tholic Welfa re Conference, 
poi nted out that "proselytizing 
eJforts . often ${ir ,the group in· 
volved to a renewal and deepen
ing o f thei r own tr~dition , Such -
is happening to us in Latin _"mer· 
ica. Such may also be the result 
for the J ewish commu nit}' in the 
United States, dJallengi ng many 
to re-examine and deepen their 
religious heri tage." 

A White Ho use spokesman 
praised Rabbi Hem .berg's article 
as ··the work of a strong and gen
erous spiri t:' adding tha t .. the 
Preside nt has the highest regard 
for the re ligious t raditions of our 
people, indecd, a ll people ," 

SCA Director Sees Increased Cooperation 
Between Federations and Synagogue Leaders 

Emcrgcm:c of a "n(!w pau ern 
o[ cOOpcr~tion" bctw~cll religious 
and soci~1 welfare (orcc~ in the 
Jewish commu nity tha t "may well 
transform American J ewry in tO 
one of the most effectively or· 
g.tn ized and 5pirilUa ily vigorous 
communities in J ewish history." 
was prt:dicted l>y SC .. \ Exe(Uti,'e 
Director Raubi .\I;.rc H , Tanen· 
bOlum, 

R:.bbi T :menbaum rev iewed 
the history of the rclation5hip be· 
twccn religious leaders :lIld social 
worker~ odore the 28th General 
Assembly of the Council of J ew. 
ish Federations and Welfare 
Funds on Sunday. November 15, 
:,I t the FairmOIlt Hotel in San 
FranciSl;:O, California. He ad· 
dressed the workshop on "Com
munity Federa tion - Syn<lgogue 
Relat ionships" together with Ben· 
jamin Rosenberg, Executive Di· 
rector of the Boston J ew ish Fed
era tion. 

"In the 1920s ;md 19!10s," ex
plained R abb i Tanenbaum, "an 
atmosphere of sharp antagonism. 
mutual honil ity and suspicion 
pre,'a iled between the R abbi, the 

social worker, and by extension 
his employer, the community fed
eration, sep;lfating them into \']r· 
tu,d enemy camps:' 

T od ,IY, howe"cr, "the sources 
of psychologiClI d istance. , _ hOl\'e 
bccn increasingly remol'ed," he 
added, ",md ,I ne"' ;lt11l0sphere of 
rcspt:Ct :1Od trust has been gen· 
eratt-xl." T he Rabbi and his con
gn:g;lt ion recognize the need in 
the commu nity fo r the special 
skills of the socia l .services and 
both thc soci;(1 worker and the 
cOlnmunity k-deration h;lve d is
t;Ol'cred that "J ewish life today 
would lx:" spiritual and cultu ral 
orph:1II without the presence and 
impau of the Synagogue and the 
R ~ bb i." 

Rabbi T anenbaum pointed 
out that ulis rdatio nsh ip has re
sulted in cflectil'e collaboration 
in ma ny areas of Jcw ish li£e, in
cluding education, recreation, $0-

cial and (Uitur"l aClil' i tie~. Co
oper"tion on a policy making and 
planning level has already tak~n 

pl;(ce in sudl cities as De troi t , 
Chiclgo, Buffalo and Schenec
tOld )"~ he nOted. 

R .. bbi T a ncnb;lum .. dded that 
the e;l:U~ IH and SUt;t't:ss of such 
(ooperlnion depended upon the 
caliber or "grass roou leadership" 
and that progress could be accel
era te<1 b), such agencies as the 
Council of J ew ish Federations 
and WeUare J--unds a nd th~ Syna. 
gogue Council of AmeriCI and its 
connituent organi1.a tions. 

"'lIong the tollal>or:. th·e activi
ti('1 that th ese nat ion .. 1 a,l;c ncies 
could promote are: stimulating 
loyalties to a IOt,,1 numnVTlity 
structure ;lIId to the Syn:'gogue: 
providing skill., ;1011 resources in 
staff. publk:niolU OInd community 
progrll ms: the tr;.illing o( effec· 
t ive communi ty and Synagogue 
leadership; the establishmc nt of 
a "commun ity·wide climate that 
\\'ould insist on ,. thorough J ew. 
ish ed ucat ion and somc t;Ommit· 
rnent to J ew ish rdigious prac
tices ;\5 (fileri,1 fOT publ ic flOsi . 
lion." and the reslOring o f the 
noble r motiv~ t ions of "T!eda· 
kah" to r,epl<lce the prescnt all 
11)1) \'ulg;u fund-raising cam
paigns. 

Kramer, Berman Named 
Committee Chairmen 

Ch'ITies P. Kt:llllerof New York. 
City (U.-\H C), former officer and 
member of SCA for tWO decades, 
has been designOited chairman of 
both the Comticution and Nomi
nations committees of the Cou n· 
cil. \\Ir. Kramer. who ten yeal'$ 

~go as ch"i rma n uf the Sc." Com
mittee on Scope. hclpc<l reorg;m · 
i1_C the SCA progr<lm. has rece ived 
a mandate to review the co nsti tu· 
t ion and nominations procedures 
of the Cou ncil. 

Herbert Berman of Fa r Rocka
way, N. Y., (U OJCA) SCA record· 
ing secretary, has bee n appoi nted 
"ational chairman of the FederOiI 
Institut ions Comm ittee of the 
SCA . His committee is charged 
wiul reasseMing the SCA program 
of pro\' id ing ch~plains and reli
gious a rticles to Federal correc
tional insti tu tions. 

George .'\lien , di rector of the 
U.S.!...), . decla red ,... it does 
strike me as highly )<llu(a r1' that 
th is kind of rational dialogue is 
being cOirricd o n." 

Hundreds of copies of Rabbi 
Hert7.bcrg's .. rticle ha"e been or
dered by communil )' relat ions 
countils ;md rahh i ~ from :J lI pan s 
o f the nation for usc in inter
religious progr~ms, for Syna. 
gogue adult educmion progr;lIllS 
~0<1 for college students. 

Marvin Silberman 
(Continued from page J) 

and his cherished wife, R uth, 
whose sudden deauls leave a deep 
and p;linEul void in America n 
Judaism. As the fi rst Nation:,ll 
Chairman of the Sponsors Com
mittee, and a$ a recentl y elected 
Secretary of the Synagogue Coun
cil of Americ;', Marvin lett an in· 
delible imprint on ou r people 
and our fa ith. H is gen tle spiri t, 
his wisdom and statesma nsh ip. his 
dC"otion and beneficence endear· 
ed h im to el'ery branch of Juda . 
ism within the Council, The 
officers and delega tes and the 
Nationa l Advisory Council of the 
Synagogue Council extend heart
felt condolences to the bereaved 
fam ilies of j\'hlrvin and R-uth. In 
their sorrow m .. y the Almighty 
comfort them wiu) all who mourn 
among the Household of Israel:' 

An approp riate memoria l trib
ute to Marvin and Ruth Sil ber. 
man is being planm:d by the 
SynOigogue Council. 



Rabbi Theodore Adams, Benj. Lazrus 
Named to German Claims Conference 

RABBI T. L ADAMS 

R ~!JLli Thco<lore L Adams, 
former SeA president, and BCllj ~ 

min Laaus, Ch<lirman of the SeA 
National . .l"dvisnry Council, have 
been ;ll'l'ointcd offi( ial SCA re p
rcsenutivcs to the Board of Di· 
rectors of the Confe n:nce on J ew
ish !\ Ia tcrial CJ<lims Against Ger
m.m y. The Confcn:ncc is dlarged 
with the responsib ility of allocat
ing Germa n fu nds to survivors. 

Tht Board meeting will be 

held in Amsterdam from jJlluary 
29 through february 2. 1960. 
Rabbi .'\da ms will represcnt the 
Synagogue Council nn the Execu
tive Commi ttee o[ the Claims 
Confen:ncc. I'rescm SeA repre
sentatives suu:ced Samuel Roth.
stein, fo rmer seA. t rc~surcr. and 
;\loses I. .'Clicrstcin. presid ent o f 
the Union of O rthodox J ewish 
Congregation) o f America, both. 
of whom represented the SC:\ 
with distin<;tion. 

seA Across The Nation 
\Vt:.rkshop for P~ace: Former 

Se,\ I'resident Rabbi Abraham J. 
Fcldman, Hartford, Conn .. dis· 
C\lS~NI interreligious cooperation 
fo r PC<lCC ,It a workshop of the 
U ~\HC <;OIlI'CIJlion, Nov. 18, in 
Miami Beach, Fla, Rabbi Feld· 
1ll,II1 drew on h is SCA experience 
in coopcratioll with lhe Na t ional 
Council of Churches and the Na
l ion<ll C u holi( Welfare Count;il 
to expl;Jin the "issues that unite 
ami Ihe issues that dil·ide." 

Fellowship Dinner: SCA vice· 
president R;.bbi Ur i Miller 
(RCA), Baltimore, addressed on 
l>Cc. 2 the Fellowship Dinner of 
the Synagogue Cou ncil and the 
Board of Jewish l\ linisters of 
Greater Montre;d, the two o rgan· 
izations tha t form part of the Re· 
ligious Welfa re Committee o f the 
Canadian J ewish Congress. 

N3rcotics Control: Rabbi Mor· 
ton Leifma n (RAA) has been des· 
ignated to represent SeA Oil the 
Ad Hoc Committee for a Narcot
ics Founda t ion. 

Centenn ial Commission : SCi\ 
President Rabbi Max D. David· 
son has accepted the invit;Hion of 
l\1<l jor General Ulysses S. G rant 
1.11 , Cha irman of the Civil War 
Centennial Comm ission, to serve 
on the seven-member R eligious 
Cooperath'e Counci l o f the Com · 
mission. The Religious Coopera
ti ,'e CounCil wi ll assist in Lhe 

p l;lIlning of the rf'iigio u5 aspects 
of the forthcoming fi ve 'ye:Jr cen· 
tenn ial of the Civil W,lT, sched
uled to begill e<lrly ill 1960. Rabbi 
Edg~r F. J\lagnin of Los f\ ngeles 
has <lu:epled to serve as one of the 
four hOllor<l ry members. 

Religion in Schools: A confer· 
e llce Orl rC; I:»cssmem of policies 
0 11 religion ami the public schoob 
is being held Iq the J oint Advis· 
ory Commi ttee of the SCA and 
the N:ltional Comm un ity Rela· 
tions Advisory Cou nci l December 
13·15 a t the Stephen S. Wise Con· 
gress House in New York. City. A 
rq>Ort of the (Onference will be 
published in the next issue of 
HIGHLIGHTS. 

Boy Scouts: The Synagogue 
Counci l o f America, in a state· 
ment issued on the Fiftieth Anni· 
\'ersary of thc Boy Scouts of 
America, described " the Boy 
SCOut movement ~s a m:Jjo r factOr 
in streng thening the moral fiber 
of American life." 

"Now more than e,'er," the 
sta tement added, "when o ne 
mora l crisis after another con
fron t~ :I confused world , re l'er 
t nce fur God and respen for 
ne ighbor must underlie every a p
rro<lch and all human relation· 
ships. if the world alld human 
va lues are to sun'iI'e." 

Relig ion: Cardina l Spellman, 
Re,'. Dr, Eugene Blake, former 

BEQUEST FORM FOR SeA 
For Iho~e .,-ho wish to indude tbe Syna!;ope Couad l of 

America in their " 'iIIs, the followin!; is su~~e~ted for the guid
ance 0 1 t estalor~ :n>d the altornc ys who aid in the preparat ion 
o f the ir will s : 

I ~h'e Q."I beqll.eQth to the S""Qgog .. e Co .. ncil oj Ame ric., 
I" c_, oJ lhe S IQte 0/ New York, Ihe M ..... oj S . _ 
10 Ihe II. se o/Ihe gel/eral pur pose. o/Ihe progrQm 0/ the Sy"a
gogue Co .. nc il 0/ Am ericQ, 

Executors are adl' ised that the Synagogue Council of 
Americ~ rna,. also quali(y (or ~ants (rom r~siduary eslalu or 
"hroad" legades " 'here the testator expresses the intention 10 
donale 10 the promotion o( Je"' i ~h relilJioll.s unily. 

Flemming Confers 
(Con t inued from page I) 

confcrt'n(e topics wa. conducted 
by thr: Vcr )' Rev. J\ [sgr. Raymond 
Gallagher of the CiithoJic Chari· 
tics, Rev, Will iam Villaume of 
the Nation:! J Council of Churches 
;lIId Rabbi Marc H . Til ile nbaum, 
SC-I. (;x(;cuti,'e director. Dr. Be r· 
na rd Lander, Ch:tinnan of the 
SeA Commi:»iOll on :Fa mily :J nd 
Youth Welf<lre and Rabb i Uri 
:'IIilJcr of Baltimorc, SCA vice· 
p residellt, headed the SCA dele· 
g'ation. 

The SCA delegation included 
Phi lip Bernstei n, executive di rec· 
tor of the Council o f J ewish Fed· 
e r;nions and Welfare Funds 
(CJFVVF), Morris Zclditdl, CJF 
WF direClOr of sodal planning, 
:lnd Sidney Hollander of Balti
more. past Cj F'VF president; 
R abbi Robcrt p , j acobs of Oli~· 
ette, Missouri; J udge N;nhaniel 
Ely and lsa,1( 1--ranck of Wash
inglOrI, D. C.; Rabbi David Pan· 
itz of I'aterson, N.).; Rabbi AI · 
bert Schwartz of Pe rth Amboy, 
N. J. and Rabbi B"lfour Brickner 
of W:tsh inglon, D. C. 

. .1, meeting of the three·f<lith 
groups is scheduled for Feb. 2 in 
New York City to discuss the 
d rafting of a joint st<ltement on 
residence requ irements for pub· 
lic assi. timce. 

presiden t of the National Coun· 
ci l of (,:h urches, and Rabbi Max 
D. Dav idson, SCA president, 
joined in commending Religion 
in . .I,merica n Life (RIAL) on its 
11th annual campa ign to increase 
worship :luendance a t all churches 
and synagogues. 

The SCA statement pra ised 
RIAL "for the extraordina ry con· 
trilou tion it has made in fostering 
a deepened sense of comm itmen t 
on the part of America ns o f all 
faiths to their Hou~e$ of wor· 
ship." RI AL is a no nsectarian 
movement sponsored by a lay. 
men 's committee composed of 
members of the major fa iths and 
supported by 24 nat ional reli
giOUi bod iei. 

Advisory Council 
(Continued from page I ) 

Forest, III. J acob M. Arvey, 
Nathan C:U "llll iugs, Ch i( :Jgo. 111., 
Edw:Jrd H . Henenson, Stamford ; 
Herman G. Handmaker. Louis
ville, Ky.; David Sih 'er , Augusta, 
Ga.; J acob Blaustein. j oseph 
i\'l eyerholf, Baltimore, l\fd, 

Also: Samuel H . DaTOft', H :J rry 
S. Sylk, Phil;ldelphia, Pa.; Irving 
Fai n, Pawtucket, R . I. ; Dewey D. 
Stone. BrocklOn, Mass.: A.braham 
B. I'olimky, Sa n Diego, Cil li£., 
Benjamin H. Swig, San Francisco, 
C~ lif. ; Samuel 'V. Ba nowit. Bev· 
e r ly Hills, Calif.: l\I yron S. SiI· 
bcrt, Cillcin nat i, Oh io; Louis E. 
Wolfson, J acksolH'i lle, Fla.; Mor.e 
M. Feld, Houston. Texa~: JO$l:ph 
Harlam, H azleton, Pa.; Benjamin 
S. K;m, Milwaukee, W isc. 

Michael M. N isselson of Ne ll' 
Rochelle, N. Y., is consultant 
to the advisory council <llld Irving 
Workoff of New York City, IS 
director o f developmen t. 

Lehman Urges 
(Continued from Page I) 

Rabbi Max D. Davidson, SCA 
PrC$iden t, described thc program 
of the organ i~at ion , poi nt ing out 
the need for crea t ing an " inven· 
tory of experts" to assist the Syna. 
gogue Cou nci l in such vital areas 
of nationa l concern as foreign af· 
rairs; (amily, ma rri<lge alld youlh. 

Guest speakers ind uded the 
Very Rev. j\·rsgr. Raymond Gal
lagher o f C levela nd, of the Na· 
lional Catholic Welfare Confer· 
ence; the Re, '. Dr. Richard ]\'1. 

Fagley, executive secretary of lhe 
Commission of Lhe Churches on 
In ternationa l Alfa irsof the World 
Counci l o f Churches and the 
Interna tional Missiona ry Coun · 
cil; Harry W. Seamans. chie f liai· 
son officer o f the Office o f Public 
Service in the State Department: 
and Theodore Sm ith, executive 
di rec tor o f the U. S. Com mitte!: 
for the Uni ted Nations. 

Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg of 
Englewood, N. 1., ch:J irma n of 
the SCA International Mra in 
Commission, and R abbi Marc H.
Tanenbaum ,SeA execu l i,'e direc
'or, addressed the e\'en ing session. 



SCA Agencies To Take Part in 1961 

White House Conference For Aging 
RADIO-TV - FILMS 

In prcp:nation for the 1961 
White House Conference on 
Aging. all SCA OIb'Clicics will be 
cmvassed fo r rq>OTu on their <Ie
th'itics and stud ies on aging in 
lhe local communitir:s. These 
findings will be incorpor<ltcd into 
I'arious papers to be delil'ered at 
SCI'e ral of the workshop seuions 
and will have a bea ring on the 
recommendations emergi ng from 
the sessions. 

Rabbi lIh rc H . Tanenbaum, 
seA executive d irector and co
chairma n of the I'bnning Com
miuee on Religion, lI t 11 rece n t 
meeting. recomme nded surveys 
by a ll three faiths. Papers based 
on these surveys would olfcr a 
unique conuibutiOll to the field 
of aging, he "Mened. Such papers, 
written in depth. with a philo
sophical and historical back
ground, could be used by semi
naries,librar ies, Government and 
various organ izations concerned 
with the problems of aging to pro· 
vide insights into the role of reo 
Iigion in this vital area, he said. 

Some of the topics to come un· 
der discussion at the workshop 
sessions will be: deepening the 
possibility of sp iritual growth of 
the aged: stressing the role o [ the 
congreg~ tion in sh~ping ~ttitudes 
towa rds o lder people; creating 
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new serv ices to meet the needs of 
the aged ; bringing re ligion into 
the li\'es of older people in insti· 
tutions: il nd developing iI new 
program in the congregations in 
rcbting to the o lder people on 
.. person to person basis, both in 
their homes and i n ~titutions. 

Approximately 3,000 delegates 
are eX I>ccted to take part in the 
<:onfere nce. They will b~ divid ed 
into 20 sections with four or fil 'e 
workshops in e~ch section. Pres· 
ent plans prol' ide for 150 dele· 
g<lt:s for ellch section. The con· 
ferc llU: is schedu led to take place 
january 9·12, 1961, in Washing· 
ton, D. C. 

seA Materials 
The following SCA nuu· 

rials may be ordered from 
Synagogue Council of Amer· 
ica, Suite 628, 110 West 42~d 
Street, New York 56, N, Y. 
G irl Scout Award 

Requ iremenu Booklet .25 
Girl ScOUl Menorah Pin 2.50 
fi ve·year jCI'.'ish Calendar .15 
Sabbath Attendance Char t 
for j unior Congregations Free 
UN PrilyerCard Free 
Labor·:\Ianagt:ment 

Relations Statemellt Free 
"1'0 Believe and to Wa it," 

a J ewish statement 
on evangelism . I 5 

"The I:ternal Light," the NBC 
radio network prognm of the 
Jew ish Theological Seminary of 
America, featured a broadcast 
statement by SCA President, 
Rabbi :\h:< D. Davidwn, on De· 
cember 20th. 

NCC 
"Pilgrimage:' th~ Nationll 

Council of Churches' official net· 
work rad io program, featured a 
discussion on "Religion in the 
Public Schools" between Dr. R . 
Lanier Hunt, Director of NCC's 
Deplirtme nt of Christian Educa· 
tion, and SCA Exec:utive Director, 
Rall!)i Marc H . Tanenba um, 0 11 

its December 6th broadc:tst O\'er 
the America n Broadcasting Com· 
pany's networl; . Quincy Howe, 
noted veteran news cOmmentalOr, 
was the moderator, and Mihon 
Cross the announcer. 

Radio Chapel 
A Khedule of $peaken [or the 

Sunday Radio Chapel, broadcan 
by WOR·Mutua l, was arranged 
by the Synagogue Council of 
America during Nove mber. 
Speakers included Rabbi Morton 
Leirman , ass istant di rector of the 
Rabbinical Assembly of Amer ica 
(No". 15): Rabbi Israel Kia van. 
('xec:util'e secre ta ry of the Rab· 
binical Council of America (Nov. 
22): and Rabb i Mordecai Wax· 
man, spiritual leader of Temple 
Israel, Great Neck, N. Y. (No\'. 
29). 

Shehitah Research 
(Continucd from page I) 

signet! the agreement. 
The SCA was authoriled by iu 

constituent agencies at a meeting 
i'\01'. II to ser ... e as depository of 
funds for the research project. 

RlIbbi Emanuel Hober, coord i· 
n:J(o r of the Shehitah defen~ 

program of SCA lind the NCRA C, 
reported thou the internationally 
renowned institute would unde r· 
t<lke an intensive sclclltific analy. 
sis of methods of h.mdling ani· 
mals in preparation for Shehitah 
:md compare them with non·She· 
hitah methods. On the basis of 
iu fi ndings the Institute would 
dCI' ise ncw methods in te rms of 
humaneness and practicabil ity. 

Should the research d isclose 
more humalle methods of restrain· 
ing animals before Shehitah than 
those now in use, the j ewish or· 
ganizations would recommend 
tha t the ir methods be modified 
accordingly. They asked however, 
that any legislation enacted de
fine as humane the methods 
foulld to be humane by tlte study, 

juS[ as the act of Shehitah has 
bet:n defined as humane by Fed· 
era! law and most state laws. 

It was also reported that action 
by J ewish o rgan iutions prevent
ed or postponed adverse legisla· 
tion on Shehilah in 10 of the 15 
states where such legislation was 
introduced last year, and suc· 
(ceded in making some revisions 
,n legislation which passed. 

Representatives of J ewish or· 
ganizations asked postponement 
of state action on Shehitah. wht:re 
such laws were being considered, 
until com pletion of the studies. 
They also asked that if a state law 
should be enacted, it should fol· 
low the fede ra l law in definill g 
Shehitah as a humane method. 

In the meantime the J o int Ad· 
visory Committee is intensifying 
its program of ed uca tion and in· 
terpretation of the signi ficance of 
Shehitah as a religious observance 
.l.nd iu humaneness as a method 
of slaughter. 

seA Chairman 
Rabbi Dadd 1-1 . P.mia, Spirit. 

u ~1 lead~r of T emple Em;lIltJe!, 

Paterson, .\:~w J CI"SC),. and for· 
merly of W<lshington, D. C., has 

been appoinH:d ~ational Chair· 
m,ln of the SCA BroadcaSting. 
Tele,·is ion·}-·ilm Commission. 

As Chairman of the National 

CommissiOIl, Rabbi Paniu will 
b:: responsible fo r coordi nating 

the common in teresu of the Con· 
scn'<ltl>'::, Orthodo:<, and Reform 

R'lbbinic and COIrgreg,uion,,1 as· 
sociations in the field of mass 

communications, embracing ra· 

dio, television and motion pic· 
tures. 

"SWEET" WAY 
TO SAY 

HAPPY CHANUKAI 

• n.H,htful Mieetlou ol 
1IItllo-dark or ..,1111 ~te 
mllliatura: 01' PI< ..... 
Fl'\lI~ alld Nllt&. 

• Appl'O»ri.t40 .....,rtmnr. 
for adlll~ . lId eblldf'CII
for eve.,. J ewilh boll"" 
Wrl~ for bolld&:r brocb o/'ft, 

FOR INFORMATION ~""Of;~ 
011 OIIr Fulld.Ra;iallll' IJ 
Plan, writ40 1.0. 
Dept. '7 
Banid .. 1 C.,,·"ln 
H · lt ~l .1 Ave. 
Lone 1aI."d Clq 1, N. Y . 
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eareers ilt /lewislt ,eofllfllllltitll Service 

]n response to m:l.Il )' inquiries for informnlion a bou t 

career and vocational ol,porlunilics in profC5sionailieids 
of sen 'ice 10 the American lewish communily, the Syna. 
gogue Council of AllIe rka, as the nat iun al coordina ting 
agency for the Conservative, Ol'thodox and Reform con· 
gregational and rabbinic organizations. has compiled 
this di rectory. 

Deta il ed in fo r n,llltiotl is avai labl e on tra ining, career 
oppo rt unities, al1ll sc1lolarships h y w riting to the spe

ci alized organizations listed here. 

Careers in .1ewish Education 

Rabbi Hyman e li:movel', Consultant 
National CommiUcc 011 Tcac)u~[' Education 

and Welfar e 
Amcl'icall Association fOt, Jewish Educntion 
1261 Broadway 
NewYorkl,N. Y. 

Careers in Jewish Social Wark 

Mr. Gilbert Kahn , Personnel Director 
Council of J ewish F ederations and 

Welf.tre Funds 
729 Seventh Avenue 
New York 19, N. Y. 

In(IUirics should he sent to the Personnel Department 
concernin g social work ca reers in Jewi ~h Family and 
Children's Agencies, institulions and Welfare Federa· 
tions (com muni ty organization lind planning). 

Mr. Arnuif Pins, Training Associate 
Bure.ttl of Personnel an~ Training 
National Jewish Welfare Board 
145 Ell st 32nd Street 
N e w York 16. N. Y . 

Inquiries should be sent to Ihe Bureau of Personnel 
.. . , . • . .. _ .. ------- :- --_ .. -

Career.Ii in The Rabbinate 

Orlbodox: 

Rabbi Morria Finer, Direclor 

COllllllunily Relations Service 

Yeshiva Unive rsity 

186th-Strect anll"Amstcrdam Avenue 

Ne ..... York33,N. Y. 

Dircctor.of Adlliissions 

Hebt·cw Th eological College 

3448 Douglas Blvd , 

Chica go 23, lIIinoi s 

Reform: 

Rabbi Hcrbert Bri.chto,Assistllot Dean 

Hebrew UJlion College - Jewish Institute 
of Ucligion 

40 WCll t 68th S trcct 

New York 23,N. Y, 

Con8ervative: 

Rabbi SeY llloul· Sie gel, Advisor to Students 

Jewish Theological Seminary of AmcriCQ 

3080 Brolltlway 

New York 27,N.Y. 

Inquiries should be sent 10 tile above instituljon~ 

cOllcerning careers as Cantors, Directors of Religious 

Education , Youth Directors, and Teachers. 

* This directory is issued by the Synagogue Council of 
America, n o West 42nd Street, New York 36, N. Y., 
in coopera tion with the participating or ganization8. 

/lewisII Jlo/II DallS 
/960-/966 

The Synagogue Council of America, repre

senting all phases of Jewish r eligious life in 

the United S tatc~, presents this calendar of 

Jewish holy days and religious festivals for 

.the years 1960 to 1966 for guidance in regard 

to absences of J ewish students and· employ

ees, and the possible IIrrnngcment of dates 

for examinations, registrations, assembJies, 

etc. , so as not to conflict with these J)(~ly days, 

All these Jewish holy days find religious 

festival s, as well as the weekly Sabbath, be

gin on the preceding evening at sunset, 

Synagogue Council of America 
Constituen t O rganization s 

CENTHAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY OF AMERICA 

RABBI NICAL COU NCIL OF AMERICA 

UNION OF AMERICAN 
HEBREW CONGH EGATIONS 

UNION OF ORTHODOX J EWISH 
CONGR'EGATIONS OF AM ERICA 

UNITED SYNA GOGUE OF AMERICA 

TII~!J service i . marie pOIJllible lhrOli.gh 
generous volullta,.y cont,.ibution, to the 



HOLlDA YS 

ROSH HASHA NA H 
(New Yellr) 

YOM KIl)PUn 
(DllY 0 1 Atonement) 

SUKKOS 
(Feast of Ta bernacles, commemorating 
the (Iwelling of the Israelites in tahcr· 
nacles in the wilderness) 

SHEMINI ATZERES 
(Eight h Da y of Assembl y) 

,nd 
SIJl.ICHAS TOHAH 

(Rejoicing of the Law) 

CHA NUKA H 
(Feast of Lights. commemorating the 
redcdication olthe Holy Tem ple by the 
MaeealJees) 

PESACH 
(I'assover. commemorating the c)[odus 
from EgYIII) 

SHAVUOS 
(Feast of Weeh. commemorating the 
Revela tion on Mt. 'Sinai ) 

• The intermed iate days of Sukkos and Passover, tile 
full holiday of Cilunukah do not involve absences 
Irom school or office. 

Synagogue Council of America 

CALENDAR OF JEWISH HOLIDAYS 
1960-1966- 5721:5726 

(AJll10lidaya begin at Runaet on the evening before date mentioned) 

5721 
1960 

SeJ)t.22 
SeJ)I.23 

Ocl.l 

Oct. 6 
Oct. 7 

to 

Oct. 13 
"d 

Oct. l~ 

Dec. 14-
to 

Dec. 21 

1961 

April 1 
April 2 

to 
April 7 
April 8 

May 21 

May22 

5722 
1961 

SeJ)t . II 
Sept. 12 

Sept. 20 

Sept. 25 
Sept. 2& 

" 

Oct. 2 
ond 

. Oct.3 

Dec. 3 

" Dec. 10 

1962 

April 19 
April 20 

to 
April 25 
April 26 

June8 

June9 

5723 
1962 

SeJ)t.29 
Sept. 30 

Ocl.8 

Oct. 13 
Oct. 14 

10 

Oct. 20 
"d 

Ocl.21 

Dec. 22 
to 

Dec. 29 

1963 

April 9 
April 10 

to 
April IS 
April 16 

May 29 

May 30 

572~ 
1963 

SeJ)t. 19 
Sept. 20 

Sept. 28 

Ocl.3 
Oct. 4-

10 

Oct. 10 
"d 

Oct. II 

Dec. 11 

" Dec. 18 

196. 

.Mar.28 
Mar. 29 

" April 3 
April 4-

May 17 

May 18 

5725 
1964 

Sept: 7 
Sept. 8 

Sept. 16 

Sept. 21 
Sept. 22 

" 

Sept. 28 
"d 

Sept. 29 

Nov. 30 
10 

Dec. 7 

1965 

April 17 
April 18 

to 
April 23 
April 24 

June 6 

June 7 

5726 
1965 

Sept. 27 
Sepl.28 

Oct. 6 

Oct. II 
Oct. 12 

" 

Oct. 18 
"d 

Oct. 19 

Dec. 19 

" Dec. 26 

196. 

AprilS 
April 6 

I. 
April 11 
April 12 

May 25 

May 26 
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Of'FI CE HS 
IIAIIIII ~II\X U, OI\V IOSl,JN 

P'~""Ut 

II I\ UUI JUUUS ~I"'II" 
V". ·P""lIu. 

ItllllDl un! ~lItt!:n 
Viu·I'''J iJ~", 

PIIIUI'GRJ;l;NE 
T'I~j~'" 

HERBERT BERMAN 
II"Q.Ji"l S"n''''y 

'MARVIN J. SILBEI\.MAN 
co".,p""tlm, $."""., 

RABBI M,uc H. TIINENIIAUM 
,",,""'i'" Oir."o, 

IRVING WOflKOFf' 
D;r~uor of Dc~lo"mc'" 

CONSTITUENT 
ORGANIZATIONS 

n.bbi"ietJ Council of Ame.ic. 
RABBi EMANUEL RACKMAN 

1' .. ,;4 •• , 

Il>bbi"iai AUtmbl, 01 /1'11(';(' 
RABBI ISMC XLEN ".JUI_ 

Ceou.! ClInt.Hnee of Amerio" R..abbil 
RABBI BERNAAD}. BAMBER.GEI\ 

P.~;J",I 

UDioo of Qnbodo:c J .... ,.b 
CoaVCp.iOD . of .America 
MOSES I. FEUERSTEIN 1'",;4,.. 

U .. ;,td, S,I\l&O,UC of ... ","Iao 
BERNATH L J .... COBS P,,,iJ. 

Union of Am.d .... H.b,1tW Co"8IfJJuoo. 
R./&BBI MAURICE N. E1SENDRATH 

'.niJw,1 

Religious and Political Figures 
React to Evangelism Dialogue 

The Christian-Jewish dialogue 
ovcr evangelism and its lmplic;l. 
tiuns for our nation's foreign pol
icy continued to evoke significant 
fCactions in the nation's press, as 
well as from U.s. Government 
;end religious leaders of the major 
f:.itl,s, 

The dialogue came to public 
;clu.: mion wilh the.: pull!ic.lIiOIl o r 
a ll :utide in the April 29 issue of 
the Christiao Century by the Rev, 
Gco.>rge Sweney in which he 
urged l'rotestanl5 to intensify 
their dforts to win Jews to Chris· 
tianity. Rabbi ArtllUr Heruberg, 
chnirman of SCA's International 
Affairs Commission, wrote a per· 
sonal reply in the Sept. 16 issue 
of lhe same leading Protestant 
w(.'t:kly in which he asserted that 
increased evangelism among J ews 
would embarrass both Chri$lians 
and Je ..... s and might even jeop
:udize the image of America be· 
fore the world. 

Officials in the White Hou.iC, 
lhe State Department, the U.s, 
Congn=ss, Lhe United States In· 
forma tion Agency, and the Cath
olic and Protestant communities 
have reacted with great interest 
to Lhe artides. 

In a letter published in Lhe 
Oct. 21 issue of Christian Cen
tury, Rev. Sweazey denied that 
"Lhere is a new movement to 

pro.sclytitt Lhe J ew$. There is no 
such movement and the impres
sion that there is an aggressive 
new auempt to proselytize would 
surely arou.iC dup resentments." 

He :'Idc..led th:u "the offict on 
the Christi:", Appl'oa" h to the 
J ews of li lt: Natiun:11 Council of 
Churchl:s i .~ :1t prCl'Cnt dor· 
mant." RCI'. Swc:lu'y t:"uclmlecJ: 
"Rabbi H ertzhe.:rg i .• right in say· 
ing that the :mciellt log ical di· 
lemmas will have to have bette r 
solutions than 1 proposed. His 
splendid art icle is a good exam
ple of how to look (or them." 

The R ev. J ohn F. Cronin , as
sistant dircctor of thc National 
Catholic WeU:lre Conference, 
pointed out that "proselytizing 
efforu o~ten nir the group in· 
volved to a rtnewal and deepen
ing of their own uadition. Such 
is happening to us in Latin Amer· 
ica. Such may also be the muh 
(or the Jewish community in the 
United States, challenging many 
to re-examine and deepen their 
religious heritage," 

A White Hou$C spokesman 
praised Rabbi Herubcrg's artide 
iU "Lhe work of. a strong ~nd gen· 
erous spirit," add ing that . "Lhe 
President h:u the highest regard 
for the religious traditions of our 
people, indeed, all people." 

SCA Director Sees Increased Cooperation 
Between Federations and Synagogue Leaders 

t:tllcrgence of a " nell' p;HWtn 

uf coopcration" betwecil religious 
:lIld socia l welf:ne ro rcc~ in the 
Jewish community that "may well 
transform American J ewry into 
olle ~f the most crreclil'CI)' or
ganized and spiritui111)' vigorous 
comlllunities in J ew ish lcistory:' 
was predicled by SCA i::xecutive 
Director Rilbbi Marc H . Tancn
unum, 

Rabbi T anenuOlum rcvic lved 
the history o{ thc rel:uionship be· 
uvcell rclibiou~ Jcaden :md socia l 
workers beforc thc 28th Gcn~ral 
:\sscllluly of the Co ulldl of .Iel'o'· 
ish l;Cl!c.:r:l ti" .. ~ aUlI Welfare 
I'-und! on Sunday, NOI'cmber IS, 
at the F:lirLllolll H otd in San 
i'rancis(.'O, C:\Iiforlli:1. He ad· 
drC:S5Cd the workshop un "ConI' 
llIunity Federntion · Synagogue 
Rel.:ltionships" toge.:ther with Ben
j:unin Roscllberg, E){ecut iv~ Di· 
rector of thc Boston Jewish fed· 
~ralion . 

"In the 1920s and 1!.l30s," ex· 
plai ned Rabb i T:mcnb;lIlIu, "~ n 

.soda! worker, and by extension 
his cmployer, the community fed· 
e.: ralion, separating them into vir_ 
tual enemy camps." 

Today, however, "the sources 
o{ psychological distance ... have 
becn increasingly removed," he 
added, "and a new atmosphere of 
respect and trust has been gen
.crated." The Rabbi and his con
gregation recognize the need in 
the community for the special 
skills of Lhe $OCial strvices and 
boLh the social worker and the 
community.· federatioll have dis· 
covered Lhal "Jewish life today 
would !>c a spiritual :md cultun\ 
orphan without the presence and 
impact of the Synagogue and the 
RabUi." 

Rabbi Tanel,lbaum pointed 
out that Lhis relationship has reo 
suited in effective collaboration 
in many areas of Jewish life, in
cluding education, fCaeation, 50-

cial and cultural activities. C0-
operation on a policy making and 
planning level has already taken 

Rlibbi Tanenbllum auded that 
Lhe c){tem and success of such 
cooperation depended upon the 
caliber of "grass roou leadership" 
and !.hat progress could be accd
eratril by such :Jgencies as the 
Council of Jcwish Federations 
and Welfare Funds :Jmlthe Syna
gogue Coullcil of America and its 
constituent orgllnizatiolls. 

AUIOllg the colln\)ora tivc activi
ties that thcse naliOll al agencies 
could promote are: stimulating 
loyaltics to a total oommunity 
structure ami to the Syll ,'goguc: 
providing skills ;111([ rcsources in 
stalf, publica ticltls "tltl wlIllIIunity 
programs: the trllilling of effec· 
tive community allti Synagogue 
leadership; the estalliishmcnt of 
a "community.wide climate that 
would insist on a thorough Jew
ish education nnd some comm it
ment to J cw ish religious prac
tices <IS criteri;1 {or public posi. 
tion," and the restoring of Lhe 
nobler motivations of "Tzeda· 

Kramer, Berman Named 
Committee Chairmen 

Cha rles P. Kralller of New York 
City (UAHC), former officer and 
member of SCA for two decades, 
has been designated ch:lirman o( 
both the Constitution ;lnd Nomi· 
nations oommittus of the Coun· 
cil. Mr. Kramer, who tell )'e~n 

ago as chairman of the SCA Com· 
mittee on Scope, helped reorgnll ' 
ize the SCA program, has receive{1 
a mandate to revicw the COl15titll' 
tion and nominations procedures 
of the Council. 

Herbert Berman of Fa; Rodw
way, N. y" (UOJCA) SCA record
ing secretary, has been appointed 
national chairman of the FederOlI 
Institutions Commiuee of the 
SCA. His committee is charged 
wiLh reanessing the SCA program 
of pro'Viding chaplains and reli· 
gious articles to Federal correc
tional institutions. 

George Allen, director of the 
U.S.1.A. declared ". it does 
strike me as highly ~Iut:uy that 
Ihis kind of rational dialogue is 
l>eing carried on." 

Hundreds of copies of Rabbi 
Hertzberg's article have been or
dered by community relations 
councils and rabuis from all parIS 
of the nation for use ill inter
religious programs, for Syna . 
gogue adult education programs 
and for college students. 

Marvin Silberman 
(Continued from page 1) 

and his cherished wife, Ruth. 
whose .sudden deaLhs le:lve a deep 
and painful "void in" American 
Judaism. As the first National 
Chairman of the Sponsors Com· 
mittu, and as a rectntly elected 
Secretary of the Synagogue Coun· 
cil of Americ;l, Marvin left an in· 
delible imprint on our people 
and our faiLh. His gentle spirit, 
his WiscJflllI amI statcsillanship, his 
devotion and beneficence endear
ed him to every branch of Juda. 
ism within the Council. The 
officers and delegatcs and the 
National Advisory Council of Lhe 
Synagogue Council extend heart
felt condolences to the bereaved 
families of Marvin and RuLh, In 
their sorrow may the Almighty 
comfort Lhem with all who mourn 
among the Household of hnel." 

An appropriate memorial trih-



To thE' Central Conference of Ar.If!rican I(al,bis, 

CollelJlJ\les: 

it is with cor.sideretJle pleasure 'hut t Sll~mit this my first 

report liS ch.ilirlllll.n of yo'''r df'lelJ~tos to the Synilgoyue Counei 1 of i;~Tlc .. 

During the pasl yecr. lhe 5ynoyO<;ue Coulicil of ;.Ir;Ericu, HCitlonCil , 

the Hc[ot'r:'I, Consen-alive ;':00 ~Jrl~odox mOt' Cfllt:lIlS of Jud.i.sm - of which the 

LO the non - Jetl'ish cOlRSJllunlty .. 

The nGtional Cotholie ilnd i-'rotesliinl churcb I'odies, the White 

Ii~use. It-.e State 1K:plirtment. f~der.l b\:jencies of oor (;Qvermnent, the t;nitcd 

Notions and its ;j,ft"i114:1ted 8\1encies lncreosiogl)" tUrTlca to the 5ynilyoyue 

COl,lnci! ss Heir lil'ilon 1'i~th f,ffi!Tici:ln k""r). The thesis tl":ot the C<lt-holie, 

Proteuo_n"t olld Jew is h relltJious cO~r.!!J:\ities constitute the " Three ,\ajor 

fcllhs" of i,merico, "nu toyethcr repres£lit the loruest cHss-seclion ~f our 

n"lion~s POj)ulolinr. , is now &. fc.ct of life i~ :~. 'lieri c ;Ti society . i t hr.s 

!-.eCOmf' silJl.ilcnly ;:: f OCl of !ife t! jat." Lhe rcpresentiHive c.gen(""ies of these 

th ree rc1igiQ l! s CO"'l!!un~r.ics o;t(; the f';ulional Counc-il of GhlJrehes of Christ 

i!'l t.b? P , S.i~ •• t hf:' i\ ... tiotl<.J1 CuLliOlic i"Jf;>lFure COllferer:ce ,,'nd the Syn",gooJ\; i!" 

.I n t ~'o ClUjor gre uS: 

<I) ".he rc-l"lloIlShir- of {JoHrnment to the lhree r.a "!. io~al 

co-onhn.:.tiny u<Jencies: 

to) The reliJtiollshiji of It:~ three Il&tion .. l cl>-ordimtt.i.IIY 



To the CC~H 

GOV FRMIENT: 

" 
" 

The hi'Jhest agencies of our vovenment called upon the l\alional 

Cour.eil of Churches, the Nittlom.l Catholic ~'elfQre Conference an.J tile 

SynegOQue Council to eo-ordinate the IJl:I.rlic.ipi:tion of t heir reSrEC l h 'e 

communiti.es in the (':hi te !louse Conference On Foreicn kid and Trol.1e-

(Fehru;.ry l%b), the 1460 Wh i lt: House Conference un Children .. no Youth, the 

1961 \!"t",ir.(' HO'Jse Conference on the nging and the PreSident's Gomm:i.l l ec on 

!;OV8rnmcrot Contracls . ihrougt, tl'.e uyency of SCi.. •• !'It: e e l .. !;' pl .. yt:d i:.i sigr.ificun t 

role in £'ac,h of these flIOe:il'llds. OIH former presldenl, k ... i-,h ;. to r <l l:.,m J. 

Feldmen, \l.'oS on thE' PCfXjTGr.I of the f"oreign ,dd Cor.ferencp., Ito'hich jllcil.luCO 

Presi.dent Usellilol'Oer, tt.e lo.le :;ecretiH)' of Stale, John Foster O!Jl1es, former· 

President Tt-\l:Tl.r:, Adlai S teVensoR, <tod others: .i. ",'us honored to present lhe 

positi.on \)f tile .lea-ish COmManlly before the Governrocr.t Controc1.S Curiference 

called ~y V ice-rresldern Nixon in ~i!.S'llngtOn 011 l4ay llv 1959 .. 

TOIJelhttr ~1ith spokesmen from the C&ttlolic ano Prolestant agenCies, 

SC A represent.ti'ies Lestified jolotly before the ;louse Forei\jn ~{fEjrs 

COlnmit1.cc .00 the SeTl(ile Foreign Nehlions Colltf!liHe~ in support of the morul 

impertltives ullderiyin<J our foreiyn <tid prOtJr8111. [t is si\lnificant ' tnat the 

repon OD tI.t' r; 'iHUol security le~isli;i!ion or th~ !Jous:e j-"orell,;n ji ff~irs 

COr:lmittre wt'oicil ,,·~s ~all e public in Jtol:~ l%q iilcorporoad much of r.he liinglloge 

of the T.es:timonlp.s presentt!G L ~' tl:e three reliiJio\,ls tly~ncies, inclucing thot 

fllj,dr.. tlirOuiJll t. be ogency of Set" t.he CC~:i ,,&S iO\'it.ed to name 

consultunt.s to &;. I~OQ:lMjtt.(;!! of Cor.grt:'ss on i ht~ mOTCil alltJ reJi(,jjous uspects 

of lhe .SpiiCC ~TogTurn of t he {l nitC(1 S tutes . 
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lR April 1959, ear exec.the vice-pnaideat, Rabbi Sianey L. IegDer, 

p .rUeipated as a al!lIbel 0' the SCA deleoaLlon in s three-raitb seeLing wit~ 

Hea. Artbur ,Ie_log, secretary of the U. S. Oeparttent of. fle.itll, Educatlon 

bnd _Hare, at "Meh OVi, social Qlf~re program {or you-th, the dieabled and 

the aged was disGussed. 

IllIhbl t·.ld ..... "" Is ellol ..... of the hler •• tlo •• 1 Alfair. Co ... l-

5sion of tll~ S)I •• gogue Couneil bnd a past pres!dont. WtiS appointed lJy tbe 

Council to ttte Leard of direcl.ors of the United SUtes Corai ttee for aefugees. 

As t. only Kabbi OIS the bCNIrd, be repre5ented in Iiit)' 1~9 the Jewilh 

eO!IIIIUoity at lhe ,",ite ileuse ConteRoee on Kefiligeea, .hieh hU.lDChed OWT 

gO.,.TSRot's offield pertieipclion in World Kefl:tQee Year. Kat ·bi reld_1I libo 

_as active as tile Jewioh eo-cbaai.rD8D. representing SCA, of the People-to-

People fOllDdtJ.tioft estabiiJhed ,by President £iseob •• r in 1956. 

These _ro hiyhllgbts of tbe actiVities In which the Je"ish reli910utl 

com"D1t1 was npresented on i peer-to-peer huil tbroYCJh tbe Syn.g~ue 

Cofltncil IOIith Catholic aDd ProtesUanl bodies in relationship to GoverD_nt~ 

to render sigllifictiflt aanice on the U. S. NetiOllliol CQmlliulon Cor lJ!ItESCO as 

the Couacil's official representathe.. aabhis Nonmn GentenCeld and Balfov.r 

Hrickner serve on a day-to-dtiy ousis Oil representatives: of SCA at Statl! 

l)epartli:8nt bri~flngs on foreign polle)" 8t meetings of the U. S. COll1lllit.tee for 

the Unlted NMt1oDI, ~nd tbe like~ 

I ~Ifa-REUG 10l~ : 

AS 0. result gf thelr "orkillQ i.ogetber ill the above aelivities c the 

t£C, the f'.Ct!C; and tbo 5(.;;.. Dave deveUped e dose aRd l'iarf!Oolou5 rehtionstJ;p 

t."a~ 1s tl.:i.!.e unprceedented. Perhaps the acid test Gi tlle- strength of the 
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tl8' IJetweon tbe ~tioaal CO\lDeil of ChMrehea uDd 1be S)'ftcgogue CowoeJi was 

round 11:; the nDrtfr in 1IIbi~h this .i.ttPOll8Dt Protestant bod)' responded to the 

COQCorD of the SCA o:onStltueoL agencies in eonftw:etioD wtth its mission styd}" 

culled QpoG by the Co_ll5ion on IrIhsiol:l8ry Edu.catton to SL'Jdy during 1%8 

the tAiddh .East IJ t~Dtion. The ~terialJ prep.ared for the ctlUTcbus were by 

and large uDtj-Zion:st, anti-israel. end presented Jl:ldaiSII! in II fof!\liilive light. 

As a result of a nric5 of consuha:.ioDs he tween represen.talives of the 

SYBCi'dO\Jue Couneil {:;.nd the t\.l.Iuoniil Council of Ch\lN~5. the roLe virtllaH} 

reversed ilself. The!ll"..G distrl hlJted .. lIICa:orandum 1-0 all of its tiHili'Hes 

I 
urQiBd thcot tae JeJii;h /-iGsitilln t.e fairly presen l.ed In all d!scuS!iions concerned 

with t he ~iddle East. SigniCiclaotly, the ftl81Tt'JranduJI stated (Octo!ter 31.1958): 

"It is I:!ith tbc S)'!lllgogue Council of A_rica that the f'iill.lonal 

Councjl of Cturcties hu the tJree.test degree of co()per~the a'!livity io 

matten of Ul81!.UIl illterest cod cancero ~etWeeD Christians ~nd Jews/" 

At 1 t5 fifth "':trIo Order SUdy Coeferenee, t.eld in November 1956 

representative as the only officid ,Teaish con$llitant. III Fet-nan 1959, 

to the ..;cner~l t o .. rd of thr N.t i onal COi.l~ci1 ~hieh ISe'l in !!JarLford. 

ille C le\'d"I!~ Conference adopted .. r~r-reae~d DJ resolvtion e .. !Illlg 

u~ the World Coul\cil or C!H;]'t:h.,s and the ~tion ... l COllJ~ eil's Ue-pilrtmeot of 

iu~vpteti a I1:Eo!"tioi. - t he finil in !i:c hl ': l~r)' ~r t~ C;~uneil - ncognh:irtg 
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S,aagogae Cou.neil repre.eatati.ves were a180 iavhed t& pawticlpate 

in tbe dedieatios of tbe inter-Cbueb c:entar, new fie_ York heac:quarters 

Cor AMericiD Protest.8ti •• , oe October 1~. 1958. 

III additiol to the close relatioRSbip tNt has developed betweeE 

repreaentui.e. of the National Csttwlie lWlfst'8 ConCereA(:;, and tbe Catholic 

Association for .lAteruatloraal Pettee 0& lhe (ontign aid iSlNS, the SYD8gogue 

CoucH d1l1ring tbe past year coed"'tted. '\uletly and .ithout publicit)" II 

pilot huftlOD relathtn. tr;Orhbop in Cathol1c parochi:,.."l ilnd senior hlgb SChools. 

Tills 'ilftill c.arried out aeiniy in New York ,U1:.1 N!w Jeney _ith too ofUcie! 

blessiRgs sf tile bil),0pI aDd _nligRorl flup$"n.l.sing tae d!cceUD 5ebooh. 

An uDpublic1zed me.tiDtiJ Ofi C~tbolic-Jewilh relatioJ'l. VII Mid last P\cveblbe r 

PolAder S)'Bl!IijGgtae Council &luspicel wlth 8 leQd!~ Catholic pd(tIl"""6d~cator W$ho 

dhcQstJed "ita. refresiling fruatnesa i.ssyes of eOCDOII COKern to t>ottl fait.hs. 

I~TEI!/!AL JEW!SH ACTlHT;E.S: 

Synagogue Council abo su«-eeded i.1 baving appointed Rabhi Joaep), 

R. Solc;-veicMfI:, ISbooing Ortbodox 3cholar, lo a special advisory comittee on 

hYlfl8ae 51a~hter leglalat1em to Sec~ttlr)' o.! Agricultilre Ezra T. Benson. 

Through the Jo1llt Advisory- ~omGIittee witb the National Cormwnity P.ehtlonl 

Advisor), CouncU. Synogogue COllflcil played &8 active role in defeadhg 

Shebltah as a h!I!Une fora of ,laughter hott OU the federal ilRd Slate lcgllla-

tive levels .. 

Ar.IOA{! othsr internel activities of tho Coul'lcil were: represenu.lion 

Oft the Ccliference 0) je~jsh i'ftatel"ial Chim; Al)2i.ast Germany, preparation of 

iii speciill prayer service for ~he observ<l.rI~e of !sr&i!:l ~tI tee.th bnftlyerse.ry, 

deieD5S ·of the rigtns of S?I":tXltr. Qbservers, apposition t6 the religiolls cen.ufi. 

oppositi.oD t" religJoo in the publi.: sthools and other wiDhtioDe of the 

Cburcb.-Sutf pl"intivle, ur.r:l de\'eiopl!'.em of t! l~Ads!)me iJenorah ;\w~.d for Girl 

5':;O\,lt5 of lhe .letll i 6b faith. 



IIIPOIT ON 1IIi Sf_U£ CIlUNOIL or AllillCA 
To l .... <:eAR - 6 -

C"'ttlt.&t~on. bet .... tbe SynagOQM CoucH age.oie. bad. Itaffa 

of the ProteHa!ll aad CttbUo ag.acie. toot plNe reQardiRg tM b&llMoga 

or ,lie .ya.g09NI la tile s...th. 

CON;I!l!!IO"; 

OR a budget of $50.000. with one iull-ti .. executive, OPe part-tige eons~ltamt 

H Cllhol1c-Jeeh.h reletleRS, ODe pert- t hee publlc reialiens penon, end two 

.eentariel. It iI .ot)vlol;18 that if tbj. iD'P81uabl. progralll 18 to bo preserved, 

the Je'lfialt c~1\y _It beltlr itself to provide the Syoagog\l8 Co~ncll 

with 4 rellpaet,ble !'INlet ..... hsre 1A the vichlilJ of $75,000 to UOO,OOO. 

Beeause of tlte IIUCCtlll of the SYDti\1ogue COOl.cil in be~o.iDiJ the 

elas",.t thhg ta a Jewisb spokes_a, preUlIlllS MYC Leguo to br exerted in 

SO&B qMITter. 1ft ~18b orgaalz$ti.oal life to 11.it tbe ett~tlyeaea •• f 

the CoucH. I belleye tHt the CCAa, which tool! the loUtlthe in foyDdifig 

the Council in l~b. btl it '''"tal relpollilbilhy to r~silt 't\Cb prellMrea 

to reduce SCA \0 K -eat aAd latff.otive ".ccle.iastical front". I hope t~t 

the fint .tep r.!e !light ' tOlibt" 'uot!ld be to .8dopt ill at4"'01Ig feothLioa of 

tnlpport of tbe Counell. O\.lr IJ.coz:ci sup sbodd be • coanlt.ftt 011 the pert 

ot individubl _miters of the CCAft to go back te tboi'r COJPWn1.1.i.el ond wod 

bctlvely ' durlDg t~ e~iov ~Dth, to •••• re that the Synagegue CO~8cil rece i ve 

a lubstaDthl alictOatioD trOll our local _U.re Cu nds.. lC each of :be Ilif'J.r 
~.~ 

welfare !\lnds slloeated 6 ",into .... tf of $1.000, the SYillgOGae Cguncil .. odd 

qult'l, beeo~ eAubli.hed as it deaervu La toe. 

Jvliut Mark , CbeirlC:l8 
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RELIGIOII IN AMERICAN LIFt 

300 Fourth Avenue 
Hew York 19QJ lL-Y~.. '. 

NEW YORK __ Robert D. Murphy, Under Secretary of State for Political 

Affairs, third from left, was honored by Religion In American Life, Inc •• 

at its tenth annual dinner bere. With him from left are! Dr. Edwin T. 

D~lbergt of St. Louis, president of the Nation~ Council of Churches; 

Francis Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop of New York; Robert T. Stevens, 

president of J.P. Stevens & Co., RIAL national , ~bairman and former Sec-

retary of the Axmy; and Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum· of New York, executive 

director of the Synagogue Council of America. : Cardinal Spellman gave 

the invocation and Dr. Dahlberg the benediction. Rabbi Tanenbaum, 

vice-chairman of the RIAL Board of Directors, reported on the advert is-

~ng and promotion program of RIAL, which obtains $8.000.000 worth of 

free time and space annually for advertised messages through The Ad.-

vert ising Council. The nonsectarian program encourages regular worship 

attendance and seeks to strengt~en national, community and family life. 

(30) 
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FEIJE:lATION - SYN.\GOGUE REIATIONSHIPS 

RA;BBI MI\RC H._ TAlIENBAUll, New York 

hecuti~ Director, Synagogue Council -of Ai:!ier:!.ca 

"Not.h!ng haa ever been said 'for the first t:!nie, II 
d.eclared Hobbes, undoubted,ly paraphrasing EccU~8.1a5tes: 
"Everything bee been said before by someone else, who did n'ot 
discover it. II 

This rather melanchcly observation must inevitably 
con...~ont anyone who considers the question of "Federatlon_ 

. Synagogue Relationships". Virtually an entire Torah, both 
she-blkhtav-and she-b'al peh, a -written. and oral law, has 
grown up a"Qout this issue • .('i.lld ' like the Torah, Im.J.o bo, 
everytbin&: is in it. Thel'e is hardly an aspect of Federation
Synagogue rela tionsh~'8 tba t has not been treated already 1n 
allIloat every possi1Jle d1JIension. Pe;rcholcglca.ll.y, 8oci~o
gically, ideologically, "everyth~ bas been. said before by 
someone' else." . 

Ph1li, ~rnl3tein, while aBsoc1at~ director of the 
CJFt'1F", pre:tty 'much said everyth:i.ng that deserves to ·oe said 
on the generalrelationshlps between community organizations 
and: Synagoguee, when he spoke on. "Jewish Unity in America," 
at the national convention of the Rabbinical Assembly of ft~r1ca, 
June 24, 1952,' in Cleveland •. He then we:Q.t on to say most of what 
is ~.,orth say-fJlg about Jewish education in. relation to the com
tlUDityand. the Synagogue, in an article in ,the Spring, 1959 ' issue 
.of Jewish Education. 

:rsebE HAS PRODUCED IIAPOOBYPHAil 
AS WELL AS "TORAlIII 

The CJ}'\o.'F papers of 1954 by Rabbi Albert Gordon off 
neWton CeIlter and Saul Che:miack of \vinnipegj the 1955 papers 
of Samuel Rubiner of Detroit and Rabbi Ralph S1mon. of Chicago; 
~nj~ Rosep.berg's statement on If The Role of t~~Syna:sosue 
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1n Conmwn1ty Organization and Planning" presented 1n 1956 
before the National Conference of Jewish Communal Service; 
the incisive statement by Maurice Bernstein on It,The 'Role of 
the Center, the Synagogue, Jewish Education . " Are '!hey Building 
a Cc;mcept or Community, or Are theyCreatirig Separate Loyalties?'" 
presented in June, 1958, at the West Central Region of the CJFWFj 
and Merrle Garvett's comprehensive .memoranda to "the Committee on, 
COlIIinUIiity Organiz'atlon - not only a Torah, mY friends, but an 
Apocrypha and PeeUdepigraplia as well .• ; 

And. this ot' couree' does not t.&ke intb account the t!pbst.~ 
B+b;Llcalir 11terf!,tln'e publ.lshed by the Ibtlonal Jewish '-fellare Board 
in ita. tvo volumes of selected articles on "Jci!'lsh Community Cente.r 
Relat~onBhlpB Hlth Synagogues", these publicat;lons· fairly well :pre
clude any significant additions to the discussion of leisure-time 
activities Be they relate to Synagogue-Centers and Jewish Community 
Centera. Who can improve on the clarity a..l']d comprehensivene-s~ of 
the trenchant stateJ;Dents by Rabbi Morris Adler on 11Center and 
Synagogues: Rolea in Serving American Jewry, 11 and by Sanford 
So 1 eDder on liThe Place of" the Jewish COI!D:Iluni ty Center in Jewish 
Life 11 ? Conservative Judaism, the RecoDstructionist, Commentary, 
the Je\o11sh Spectator, the CCAR Jonrnal, Synagogue Councll Highl1§hts 
- all have written, commented,' annotated, 'footnoted in the best 
tradition of Rashi, the Tosaphists t and the Responsa 11terat~re. 

AJ.i o:r~' this has posed a critice.l-ethicaJ. problem for me.: 
·How couJ.d I in good conscience justif:r my traveling cross-continent 
to talk-about a subject that, in!!IY mm Judgment, was tho:roughly 
talked out. 

But, as in most instances or sucn mo~l crises, our 
tradition. has a redeeming role to play, and it helpeo_ resolve, or 
at ~east alleViate, my crisia by insisting that, I1Although your 
ancestors have left you a Torah, you are nonetheless obligated -to 
write your· awn. l1 Roughly translated -into the conte!!Iporary i:Uom" 
our tradition feels, l1ke the_ farmer, that running ·the milk through 
the cow a second. time Is bound to mke it pome out richer. 

t have had the benef+ t . at seeing in '¥lvanye ~ outline of 
Benja.In:1p Rosenberg's' presentation. From that I , have the impression 
t~t he :will ~e~escope for us the maJoz: features of the subject of 
Community Federation-Synagogue Relationships: the primary problems 
that ~ist· and suggestions for possible resQlutionB .• 
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Under these circumstances; it was my feeling that I 'could 
be of greatest usefulness by not 'trying. to .duplicate hie approach, 
nor by reiterating wbat aJ.re.e.d.y bas been said by others who have 
appeared here. 

The positIon of executive director' of the Synagogue Council 
of America which- isi as' you know, .the coord1narting body for the 
national rabb1n1cand congregational organizations of the three 
movements of Juda1sm --- Orthodox, Conservative, and Ref~ -.:. does 
offer ~ ~que vantage point f'r~ which to view the Jewish scene, 
.il!ld it is frOll1 six ;years of looking through .this particular bay 
window that· I would share witb you same observations ~hlch, hope
fUlly, w1ll be relevant to our discussion. 

PREDICTS INTEGRATED CMruNl'l'Y STRIDl'URE 

My first observation is that American Jewry is slowly but 
1llexora bly moving tpward ·the creation of an integrated comuni ty 
structure tba.t, in time, rray well become ~ of the moet effectively 
organized and spiritually v18orous cOllJllunities in Jewish history. 
Despite both theoreGical and practical problems which hinder the 
growth of intr6-eaTlImaJ cooperation 1n a nuober of local Jewish 
communities,.the eigns point unm1eta.:kably to the. emergence of a 
Jewish comnunal structure that is increasingly characterized by 
mutual aid ~ coordinated aotivity made possible largely through 
the growing understand1llg, acceptance" and reconciliation of the 
Jewish COJ!I!Iltmity federation and the Jewish communal 'Worker, on the, 
one hand, and the Synaeogue, the Rabb1., and the Synagogue leaders, 
o:n the oth~. 

SEES YOUIIGER LEADERS REJECTIl'lG STEREGrYl'ES 

A major portent, as well as a major factor, accounting 
for this new IBttern of· cooperation" 1s that a significant percentage 
of the younger leaders 1n both the federations and Rabbinic groups 
"have grown increas1ngl.y 1mpatte nt with the stereotypes which have 
put psychological distance ~tween th~. N\n"tured on the spirit of 
realIsm and forthrightness which Is a distinctive American trait, 
they have in the1r own ~,ds -discredited the artIficial distinctIons, 
the OUWOl"Il 1Jmges and c~lches of the past., 

In the America o~ the 1920s and 1930s, the heyday of Ralph 
Ingersoll and the vp.lage atheists, ~n atmosphere of sharp an~onlam, 
mutual host1l1 ty and suspicion prevailed between the rabbi and the 
social 'Worker, separating them in.to virtual eneDl3" camps. 
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The Rabbi regarded the soc1al. worker and, by extension, 
hie employer, the conmnm1ty federation as 1rredeembly secul.arlet 
and dedicated to under.mintng the moral authority of religion. 
The soCial. worker -- and this Ws a generiC term for: all practi
tioners of the social science disciplines -- viewed. the Rabbi 8S 

either a I1theqcre.tll .l bent on subduing the community to his 
ecclesiastical will, or as a bmnbling, unenlightened and inept 
practitioner of an archaic profession that was hardly useful or 
relevant to the pressing social and economic needs of' tlet period.. 
On either account, the social worker held the Rabbi and the Sj'llae:ogue 
in 1011 esteem. 

In the last two decades, these atereotypes have been 
larGely discredited and the sources of psychological distrust which 
have kept apart the major religious and soc1al wel.:fare forces 1n 
Jewish life have been inoreae1nsl;r removed. 

CALLS S!NAGOOUE AI!D FEDERATION "INDISl'ENSAllLE PARTNERS " 

The collapse of the ideologies of the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, the emergence of a secure and econamdcally eelf-eurflclent 
Jewish middle class, the active leadership of many Rabbis in the 
affairs of the federations and the participation of social ~rkera 
and federat;ton professionals in Synagogue life - these developments 
have helped create a new atmosphere of mutual regard and trust which 
1ncreas1D.gly prevaiJ.e 1Il Jewish life today. ' 

By and large, both the Rabbi and. the social worker, the 
Synagogue and the community federation, believe each other "to be 
indispensable partners in a cooperative enterprise conducted by 
Jews for the welfare of Jews. 

The Rabbi and the Synagogue not only value the special 
"sld.1.ls, "t4l.enta, ~ facilities :provided for their congregwlts and 
"the community at large by the social. worker and the social welfare 
"agencies sponsored by the :federations; they believe as well that 
t~ese services -- marriage and :famUs cOUJlseling, care of the aged, 
vocat1onal guidance for the young, Jewiah education, and hospitals -
are fundamentally religious in insptration ~motlvatlon" and therefore 
are deserving of the highest regard and statuB in the communa~ scale 
of values. 

A leading Jewish theologtan recently expressed this con
viction in these words: "Rov much of self-sacrifice, of love for the 
people, of sanctification of the Holy Name, are to be found. in the 
modern Jews, 1n their will to suffer" 1n order to help! The zeal of 
the pious Jews ws transferred to their emncipated sons and grand
sons." 
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RABBI STRESSES VITAL ROLE OF SOCIAL WO!lEER 

I take pride in the fact that the Synagogue Council of 
America has played some modest role in helping to create this kind 
of understanding of the respective roles of the Synagogue and the 
:federations in Jewish life. Three years ago, the then pre,a1dent 
of the Synagogue Council, Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman. of Hartford, 

.Conn., a Reform rabbi, delivered a speech before the Conservative 
Rabbinical Assembly of America. He stated quite emphatically: 

"I recognize no secularism in Jewish cOllDllunlty life. 
As a son of the synagogue and 1 ts servant, I recognize the. t in the 
specialization of the functions of life which now is the mode of 
'life :which we know and which we cannot change if we l/ouId, we have 
speCialists in every area of Jewish life. And I suggest to you 
gentlemen that because one 1s a specialist in Center work and 
another is a specialist in Family work, Family Welfare or Casework, 
and yet another is a speciallst in a.dm1nistration of the Home for 
the Aged, or the boepi tal, or the foster bome program, be is not 
by reason of working in these organizations, he is not outside the 
scope, the influence, tbe periphery of the S~agosue. 

He, too, 1s doing the Lord IS work. He is doing the 
Synagogue's work. And I ttn"n to him again and again. I turn to 
him as an expert in an area of life in which I cannot have expert~ 
ness, and "refer to .him the tasks in waich he bas greater competency 
than I have. He is not my hateful competitor! He 1s my welcome 
co-,·rorker in. the life of the Jewish cOImllunity.1I 

MAP GUIDES TO COOPERATIOII 

In this spirit, the Synagogue Council established a Joint 
Consuitative CoD1Ild.ttee with the National Jewish 1 .. relfare Board to 
explore ways of helping resol ye local problems bet""een Synaeogue 
and Jewish Community Centers. At the Ja,nuary 1957 meeting of that 
joint committee, I proposed that both SCA and JWB for~u1ate guide
lines for local Synagogues and Cen"t·ers that would 1llcorpora te 
roughly these four. elements: 

1. He view Jewish cominunities throughout the country as 
instruments created voluntarily to meet the total religious, sccial 
and cultural needs of their individual members as Jews and as 
ci tieens. 
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2. We support and encourage every institution in the 
Jewish cOlIIIllunity whicb answers these needs. We 1)rge cooperation 
among all these institutions which are dedicated to the advance
ment of these purposes. ' 

3. Among these Instl tutions of Jewish community life, 
we believe that the Synagogue, as the historic repository of 
·Jewish spiritual val.uee and tradition, and the Jewish Community 
·Center, as the agency for fostering creative Jewlsp aSSOCiation, 
have primary contributions to make to the enrichment of collective 
Jewish life. 

4. We believe that these contributions to the enrichment 
of Jewish life and Jewish creativity can be immeasurably enlarged 
through the enlightened cooperation between. the rabbinic and lay 
leader~hlp of the Synagogue and the professional and lay leadership 
of tbe Center. 

This desire for cooperetion is not confined to broad 
generalizations and verbal statements; it finds significant ex
pression in joint programs on 'local as well as on national J.evels. 

NOTES MUTUAL USE OF SERVICES AND FACILrrIES 

A recen.t survey on the relationships bet'ifeen Jewish 
Commuri.1ty Centers and Syr>.B.gogues, i"hich 1s undoubtedly knc;om to 
you, revealed that "close to three quarters of the 102 Community 
Cen.ters reporting have either formal or informal representation 
of' Synagogues on their boards. Over a third of the Centers con
duct activities in Synagogues and a half of the Centers provide 
program consuJ.tation or other services to congregatione. Over 
forty per cent of the Centera reported use of their facilities 
by Synagogues and a quarter indicated they receive active 
assistance !'rom the Synagogues in the conduct of Com.unity 
Center prosrama.; Over a third ,of the Centers eta ted they con
ducted acti vi ties jointly w1 th congregations _" 

Impressive as 'are these facts, th~ relationships between 
Centers and Synagogues are not without their problems and tensions. 
Yet , . a discerning crt tic:: like Sanford. Sol ~.nder, in commenting on 
the ab9ve survey, pointed out that these Joint efforts can 
"help the Synagogue enhance its religious end eduoational w0rk and 
can "enable the Cent~r to brpaden its effectiveness in enriching 
Jewish group life •. 11 
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Coopel"f3.tion between Synagc.guee and Bureaus of Jewish 
Education, both on en individual congregational and Inter
congregational be.sis, is grO'W'ing. The experience of t he United 
Hebrew Schools in Detroit 1s an instance of the- reasonable 
possibilities of- "CoIDDluMl "responslbl1.1ties for Jewish education. n 

And one can "onlj hope that wbB.t occurred he~, -at the Oneg Sbabat 
session OIl. Jewish educat~on yesterday:. ilUl give added impetus to 
Buch JOin.t · pl..amrl.1ig and, programming for deepe"n ing" and strengthening 
Jew18~. educ;at+op. ·· . 

erN JoiNT ACTION OF COI.fMUNlTy A!!Il RZLIGIOTE INsTITUrIONS 

I need not go into detail about the impressive growth in 
cooperat~on in the field of community relations between the NCPAC 
and the Synagogue Council on the national scene and, OD the ~ocal 
level, between the CRes and tbe Boc~al action commissions of the 
Synagogues and Temples. The Reform moveraent, 'which pioneered in 
social ac~ion proSl~ in their Temples, is now being closely 
followed by the Coneervative and Orthodox congregational b~les, 
nnd the prpspecte f or a strengthened community relatione pr~ 
grows dail<'. 

Even the social welfare. field, in which the Synagogues 
·have h8d less pre.cticBJ, involvement, i~ ~merging a.s an area for 
cooperati7e activit y. Secretary Flemfr..g, of the U. S. Department 
of' Health, Education, and Welfare, bas invIted ;re}Jl'esentatlvee from 
the three-faitb communitiea to lleet with him and. :'is ataff on No
vember 23rd, · to explore infol1Dally Bocial ·welfare. issues, ~uch as 
the role of govel""Il!l!en.t in meeting the health need~ at older people 
and public assistance. He invited the National Ca.taollc Welfare 
Conference, .the . National Council of Churches, and t he Syr.agogue 
Councilor America. 

}lbile 8ynr.gogues have both moral and practical concerns 
~or our senior citizens, ~heSynagogue Counci~ recognized it had 
~ot technical qom~tence in this. area and, consequently, it invited 
·the CJ1i"llF to join as offi cial members of' the Jewish delebration. 
Thus, in ad.dition to representatives f'r0!!l the Conser·.ratlve, 
Orthodox, and ~ef6rm Movements, our d,eleoation will. happily i.ri~ 
clude Philip Bernstein, ·Morrie ~elditc~, ~. Roland Baxt of t ·he 
Jewish Occupational COUIl91l. . 
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ORGANlZE LOCAL SlTlAGOGUE GROUPS 

In his paper on "Jewish Unity in America", before the 
Rabbinical' Assembly in 1952, Philip Bernstein asserted: "When we 
come to religion we haven't progressed nearly as far toward unity 
as in. other respects.... In. most cities there :1,8 no provisIon for 

. joint th1nk!.ng" 'cooperative planning and ,unified action on a con
tinuing-basis by our· rabb1e and Syn;s.goguea as a groUp •. ~1 

Seven yearS 'ha.~e passed since trat comment was mde, and 
it will interest you to :know that there are today forty-two local 
Rabb1n1c ASBoc1a.tloDs ."and local Synagogue Councll.s. Virtually all 
of· these bave come into being without outside stimulation • . In fact, _ 
last ,night I received a lang- distance telephone call from a West 
Coast community that is eager to establish such a .Council. 

The performance and usefulness of these groups is uneven. 
Some are effective in helping create a religious consensus in the 
local community; others exist in name only, f~ounderlng .about, 
organizations 111 search of a cause. There are some people in the 
non-Synagogual agencies 'Who are 'Worried. about these local rel.igious 
groups. They fear them as threats, if not immediate then eventual, 
to· the local CRC's. 

MY strong personal belief Is that such anxieties are un~ 
Warranted. Unwarr8.J.,ted 'With one condition: These groups must be 
given guidance and a specific program. t·hat Is appropriate to their 
character 4 Where they have not been given such gUidance, they do 
tend to get into the hair of the local CRC's and community councils, 
and vice-versa. In a limited way, imposed by the limitations of 
staff and budget, the 'Synagogue Council has been trying to meet 
this .need •.. 

It deserves to be stressed that there bas taken place 
equally sIgnIficant growth in cooperation among the rabbinic and 
congregational bodies on the national level, both through the 
Joint Advisory. Committee of the NCRAC and the Synagogue. Council 
and within the Synagogue Council ·itself. Only when the national 
religious bodies scrap among the:maelves from time to time do the 
nelo7spapere -pay them attention; sensationalism has .always mde the 
front pages. But the quiet day-to-da;r cooperation that. takes place 
in dozens or meantngful way~ · is · conf1ned, like good news, to the 
obituary pages, if it 1s published at .all. 
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SYJIlAGCGUE COtmcIL m:LPS AllAY DISPUTE 

Let me give you one illustration: All of you know' about 
the unhappy episode ,,, hen Jel'lish organizations were jockeying 
into position for the phantaslz.ed meeting with Khruschev. If you 
read the .statement issued by the 23 organizations in connection 
with that fiaSCO, ' you would have noticed that a delegation of five 
persons 'was to be named for the Eabolas ponim of the Soviet Premier. 
One of tl1e five was to be a rabbi. Before the Synagogue Council 
became involved in this matter, the· names of 27 different rebbis 
were submitted from a variety of sources. 

Philip Klutznlck' begged our President, Rabbi Yax Davidson, 
to help him out. 'After a series of meetings, and through the prece
dents and. formula of arriving at decisions t.hat are acceptable to 
our six agencies, the Synagogue Council was able to name a single 
candidate who \18.9 to represent the Orthodo.."<, ConservatiVe, and 
Reform groups. In. itself J this may appear unimportant; but I can 
assure you that had not the Syne.gosue councn ;,een in existence, 
this situation, like many others, would have became a national 
disgrace, a hilul hashem. 

Clearly, as Salo Baron. has pc-in ted out, in these 
varieties of ways the American Jewish communit.y J like Jeliish 
communities that preceded it throughout history, is manifesting 
demonstrably lithe mystic urge for Jewish unity". 

UNl"TY POOES DANGERS, TOO 

The foregOing is the asset side of the ledger. Obviously, 
there are liabilities. Despite all the movement tm· .. ard cooperation 
and coordination, there is- not one of us who is unaware of ~bbis 
who resist becoming part of this community process, of Synagogues 
that prefer to go 1 t alone. And we ask, why? 

Th~re are evidently a num'bez: of reasons, but one aasured.J.y 
deserves our ser.lous consideration., and this is that sometimes we 
can pay too high a price ~o~ unity. The price of Jewish unity might 
be 'a regimentation of practlc-es. It might be a famal conf'ormity, 
without essential conviction. The price might also be, and I have 
seen it happen, an ultimate indifference to Jew~8h life, a type of 
cynicism, which says: ' Let the hierarchy -- that is, the philan
thropic balabotim anQ the professional . executives, who all to ~re
quently operate on the principle that ver es hot di meah zost d1 deah 
let tle:sehandle the affe.irs of the Jev1.sh community. They will have 
their mm ~y anyhow. The price of so- called unity might also be 
the lfiping away of all honest differences in the interpretation of 
tpe substance of the Jewish heritage. Instead of' having the wholesome 
aliveness of eluv'elu, they ,iould establ ish an author! tarian. dogmatic 
~ only. 
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BOLIS "mTELLECTtIAL SECTARIANISMII IS VITAL ANi> cREATIVE 
, 

Rather severe criticism has been made during this assembly 
of "sectarianiemf! among the brenches of Judaism. The implication 1s 
that sectarianism 18 ipso facto destl"uct1vej and that religious. 
rivalries are the primary hindrances to effective carmnunity co-
opera tiOD. Here 1 . too" we ought to be careful Dc:>t to be carried 
"away by oversimplifiea tioD. 

Last year, ~he Synagogue Council sponsored "s study by a 
young rabbi-sociologist, Jacob Sodden, on "The Impac~ of' Suburbani
zat10n on the Synagogue II .. Sodden surveyed in depth the leadership 
and membership of some 83 synagogues, Orthodox, CODversatlve, and . 
Reform, in Nassau County, New York, as to their religious attitudes, 
practices, and behavior. He discovered among other things that, 
despite the differences in labels, there are hardly any differences 
in religious patterns. A leveling out process haa taken place in 
Suburbia, with religious distinctiveness being reduced to the 
lowest. common denominator. Clearly this is not the healthiest 
state of religious affairs. . 

We ought not confuse ideological sectarianism with 
institutional sectarianism. Maintaining sectarian differences 
for institutional purposes, for building quantitative strength. 
t~~uGh numerical accretion of members is subject to deserved 
cr·it1cism; but a sectarianism that derives :from honestly-held 
ideological differences, from differing theological approaches 
and commitments, is not only desirable, it 1s essential for 
~ew18h spiritual creativity. 

This is what the Rabb!s meant when they enjoined 
KINAS SOFRII<I MARBEH HOKEMA.! the competition of the scribes 
increases wisdom. Taus federations and community organizations 
need to guard against bringing to bear community pressures 
against religious groups an issues of p?inciple for the sake 
of having them conform to some vague and· specious notion of' a.n 
Ame~ican Judai~. 

SURVEY REVEAL'S RABBIS PIACE COMMUNITY TRAINlNG lAST 

I referred above to the resistance of same rabbis to 
cqoperation with community organizations. In 1954, the Synagogue 
Council sponsored a study on liThe Training Needs and Functions of' 
the American Rabbi. II Conducted by Gera.""'Ci Engel, another young 
rabbi-sociologist, 'the survey interviewed 431 cO!JD'D.Unity ra"ob1s, 
Conservative, Orthodox, and Reform, in order to determine their 
attitudes about the various functions they are called upon to 
perform in the active rabbinate, and also to ascertain how they 
would have their· rabbinic seminaries modify their curricula. to 
help students prepare more ad~quately f'or the present-qay 
rabbinate. 
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According to his findings, the overwhelming majority of 
the rabbis felt that their seminaries should emphasize training 
in religious activites, euch as sermons and theological studies; 
formal education for teaching of children and adults; and pastoral 
counsel1.1'l5 which they termed "extremely important ll

• (In another 
study by Rabbi Jeshia Schnitzer on "Rabbis and Pastoral Counseling, II 
he found that 85 per cen.t of the rabbis in the three branches also 
regarded training in. pastoral counseling as essent1al to their 
ministry). According to Engel Ie survey, "the rabbis express least 
concern for training seminary students for community service". . 

Engel offers no analysis for this latter finding. Can it 
be, one 1s tempted to speculate, that the rabbtls other onerous 
duties - as adm1nistretor, performer of rites, autonomous com
munity leader, social worker, ambassador to the non-Jewish com
munity, and the rest - leave him no time? Does he believe it 
sufficient for others to run the community's affairs, vrithout 
his participation? Or does he regard his own Synagogue as the 
conmllml ty entire unto itself? 

There is no use jumping to unwarranted conclusions. 
If it 1s true that tpe comrnrunity 1s moving at an accelerated 
speed tmrards greater cooperation and involvement of the ve.rious 
elements of' the Jewish group life, and the rabbis in the exact 
opposite direction, then_we 8-~ faced with a serious problem. 

As I observed. in my article on "Religion", in the 1959 
American Jewish Yearbook, there is a movement af.oot in the 
rabbinic seminaries to emphasize theoretical scholarship at the 
expense of practical rabbinics, and this ,-TOuld tend only to 
confirm the direction that rabbis lean toward as reported by 
Engel. 

CONCLUSION 

My concluding observations are several: 

While the successful creation of integrated programs 
serving the total Jevrish comml,.Uli ty will depend. on the lfisdom., 
resourcefu2ness, and willingness of the grass roots leadership, 
the national agencies, such as the CJFWF and the Synagogue Council 
and its cODstituent organizationa, have an e:-qually great responsi
bility, as well as opportunity, to provide national leadership and 
initiative which can help make possible more intensive and wide
spread cooperative activity among all elements of the local 
Jewish communities. 
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The CJFWF and the SeA, as the respective coordinating 
agencies of the federations and Synagogues of America, can help 
create a national pattern of cooperation between l'abbis and lay 
professionals. They m1g.'-lt begin by m..king avaiJ,able the results 
of studies of Jewish communal structures of the past, such as 
the Vaad Arba Harotzot (the Council of Four Lands), the Gemelndes, 
the Consistlores, the Kehlllot, in which rabbis and ParnassiI) 
laymen yonducted in splendid cooperation and effectiveness all 
the affairs of the community, giving visible demonstration to 
the concept of K'lal Yisroel, the unity of the Jel'Tisb pe9ple. 

They can help interpret, wi th.iri the context of' a 
total Jevish community framework, the concept and the inner 
significance of the social service agencies and the Synagogue 
for the individual Jew and the "Jeu collectively. 

They can help open heretofore unopened channels of 
communication between their constituencies. The rabbi stUI 
needs to be shown that, through cooperation with the co~ 
munityorganizations, he can be helped to carry out mo:.."e 
effectively his authentic functions as rabbi, teacher, and 
preacher, and that his people can best be served, without 
underminL~g their loyalty, through cooperative activity with 
other Jewish agencies. . 

They can help :n:ake available a knowledge of the 
skills and resources possessed in abundance by both grouPs: 
staff :personnel, publications, research, and surveys, as well 
as community programs which have not funneled down in any 
meaningful way to their respective constituenc1es. 

They can help jointly in giving more ef~ective training 
to community and Synagogual leadership by ~roving standards of 
leadership, and establishing a community-wide clilIa.te that would 
insist on a respectable Jewish education and some commitment to . 
Jewish ~ctices as criteria for public position. 

T~ey can help interpret fund-raising and charity within 
the historic tradit.ion of Tzedal!a.h, and thus· establish motivations 
·for giving on. the highest planes, rather than on the all-too
prevalent practice 01'- vulgar social pressures. 

These are but partial examples of the kind of communal 
health and strength that would and can be brought to Jewish life 
if the national leaders~lp of the ~ederations and synagogues, in 
concert with their local affiliates, enlarge their present co
operat"ive efforts, and nudge into life tl!e still slumbering giant 
whose seven~league boots are yet to be tried. 



13 

FEDERATION - SINAGCGUE REIATIONS!IIl'S 

Directions and Prospects 

BENJAMIIi B. RCSEllllERG, Boston 

Executive Director, ASBOCiated Jewish Phl1antt~opies -
'-____ COlIibined Jewish Appeal of Grea tor Bostono_-.:. __ -, 

Much has 1?een said and written in the past ten years 
about . the "back to the synagogue II movement and what it means for 
community organization patterns and directions. . There is no 
question that this phenomenon, which gained in strength in the 
momentous post-World War II years and came into full flowering 
during this decade, will have far-reaching effects on the 
directions of Jewish community life. 

I would like to consider briefly some aspects of this 
subject, revi~. recent developments in the relationship of 
synagogues and Ot~ community organizations, and attempt to point 
up d~ections for constructive partnership relations. 

All of us, I 8!ll sure, will agr:ee that the -oack to t.he 
BY!J6gogue movement is a phase of the general revival of religion· 
80 characteristic of our country since World ~""ar II years. 

''\-lie eB ehristelt sieh, so :ludelt·s sieh" 1s as true 
today as when Heine said it first, more than one hundred yeers 
ago. 

, SECULAR ASPECW OF RELIGIOUS REVIVAL 

Studen.ts of the current sceIle agree furthermore that an 
important cheracteristic of the rei1g1ous revival 1s that often it 
appears to be a "rel.lg:l.ousness v1thou1;. religion - rather a · l"i'RY· of 
sociability or belonging." 
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As Oscar Handlin Buccloctly puts 1 t: 

~'The return to the synagogue is almost entirely 
soc1al.ly oriented. People do not become members out of the 
pursul t of God but out of a need to associate themselves 
with their neighbors in. a !Z1ea."11ngi'ul vray. II 

The strong, soclal, secularistic elements 1n the 
synagogue are recognized by rabbinic and congrega t1anal 
groups, and many of them are greatly concerned with the 
problem of instilling more rel igion into our religious 
awakeninc. 

This 1s not 'the time nar the place to cODsider 
:further this phase of the problem. Suffice it to eay that 
all elements recognize the pervading Bocial factors in the 
current synagogue or "religious" revival . 

FEDERATION - SYNAGCGUE 
GROWTlI STEl£ FReM SAME ROars 

It 1s furthermore recognized that the same social 
forces which generated the new religious interest, have also 
been at work in strengthening our communal organizations, 
bringing renewed interest, act! vi ty and manpower to the 
various causes end services which make up the totality of the 
organized JewiSh community. This 1s naturally eo, eince we 
are talking about the same people.. It isn It we in the syna
gogue and they in the communal agencies - or vice-versa. 

How vre, whether in the synagogue or in our other 
communal activities, exploit, in the best sense of the term, 
these social forces, will in a large measure determine the 
future vitality and direction of the causes or services in 
which we are interested . And again, today, we are talking 
from the pe~8pective of our central cammQ~ity organizations. 

SEE COMPATIllIE GOALS AND PERSPECTIVES 

Basically, the unique goals and perspectives uf 
Federation are compatible with those of the synagogue. 
Both have the same broad objectives in view - the well- being 
of the total community; an appreciation and acceptance of 
social responsibility; respect for human. dignity; elimination 
of Buffering; the attainment of a full life within a democratic 
framework; fulfillment of social needs through a sense of be
longing, 
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The specii'lc purposes of Federation - and these 
establish its perspective - are centered around: 

1. Financing and planning for services 

2. Development of a high standard of service and 
a recognition of the need of professional 
discipline and skills in the rendering of 
services 

3. Involvement of all segments of the community 
in leadership; participation ~d use of th~ 
services 

4. Respect for diversity of ideoiogical approaches 

5. Developmen.t of Iiew leadership 

6. Recognition of the inter-relationship of services 
and development of constructive relationships 
among agencies 

7. Concern with economical and efficient administration 

Let us now consider from the perspective of Federation 
sOme. of the many communal act1vities in "Thioh our central organi
zations and the synagogues are involved. 

CULTURAL SERVICES ARE nIDEX 
OF BOTH PROGRESS AND PROBLE!'£ 

Jewish Education and the field of Leisure-Time and 
Cultural Services illustrate the inevitable relationship between 
the synagogue and. communal agencies, as well as the distance 
which we have yet to travel, to bring together these major 
communal forces in a more cooperative and ponstructlve working 
partnership. 

The recent National Study of the American Association 
. for Jewish Education, pOints to the steady growth of congrega
tional schools. In 1948 some 82.7 per cent of all Jewish pupils 
in the United States were in congregational scho91a. In 1958 
this proportion grew :further to ~. 5 per cent"_ 
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CITES GAPS JJi .mImE EDll::ATION 

, The national fl tudy confirms the general opinion. that 
much progress has been rrade, during the past d.ecade, in some 
facets of Jewish education toward interesting parents and. 
community leaders in the ~oblems of Jewish education; to'k-ard 
increasing enroil.ment in the "Jewish school; and toward pro
moting in the children a sense of JE!'W'ieh identii'ication and of 
satisfytng feJ.J.owshlp. At· the same time the stild.y makes clear 
that ltttle, indeed, has beenaccomplisbed toward teaching our 
chlldreJ.1 the literary and historic culture of the4' people. 

The Bt~y poipts up 8e~eral serious gaps: 

The inadequacy of time devoted to Jewish schooling; 

The lack of'" personnel, qualitatl.vely as well as 
quantitatively; 

The multiplicity of synagOguel schools in the face 
of shortage of teachers; 

The spliritering off of the available supply of 
teaching resourc~s; 

The lack of inteera,ted and. coordinated effort in. 
the field of Jewish education; 

The lack of' community effort for jo1nt em"'Cllment, 
community interpretaq.on, standardization of service, 
teacher training. 

These ~CDe a most serious problem for the ·future direction 
of .tewish education. Whatever a .cOlJm!.unity's structure may be for 
community-wide planning and services in Jeviah education, we accept 
·our community's stake in the enhB.ncement and strengthening of 
Jewish educational services in our community. Thus, we sbare with 
religious and educational bodies their deep concern for the many 
problems in the JeWish educational field. 

IiO'lES EXPANDJJiG SERVIcEs OF SYNAGOO1lE 

The expanding role of the synagogue in the area of 
Leisure-Time programs presents an increasing challenge to orderiy 
~ommun1ty· planning in which the synagogues and Jewish centers c~ 
relate themselves to ~ch other as complementary institutions in 
the ~c;mnunity, rather than institutions in conflict. 
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Synagogues, like Jewish centers, are fam11y·centered 
agencies. MOre and more they lay claim to the time and loyalties 
of th!ir membership from cradle to golden age. The synagogues 
have reached into the nurserY-Pre-school·day camp programs; they 
have popularized the young adults and. young couples groups; and 
they are very much 1nvol ved in golden age programs. 

BELIEVES CONFLICTS ARE 
BASED ON MISUNDERSTAND= 

Since the earlY years of the synagogue-center movement, 
the synagogue-center has presented a challenge to the Jewish 
community center movement, and there lave been serious questions 
raised about the rationale of Jewish centers and their place in 
contemporary Jewish life. Differences and conflicts resulted 
basically tram ~8understandings of the respective functions of 
center and. synagogue; and the lack of' recognition that centers 
and synagogue were essentially complementary institutions in the 
cozmnun1ty, each having something unique to offer. 

sanford Solender, in his pa per on liThe Place of the 
Jewlsh Community Center 1n Jewish Life" pointed out that "the 
place of the synagogue in this field of work vis_awvis that of 
the Jew1ah commtmity center, can be understood best by clarity 
about the functioDS of the synagogue and the Jewish community 
center in American Jewish life." 

Both the lIational J",iBh Wel.fluoe Boerd and the lIational 
Synagogual bodies ' have attempted to arrive at mutual 'clarif"1ca
tiona of these respective ftmctions. The trend. seems to' be 
towardS a sharper ' de~ineation of the respective roles of the 
center and. of the synagogue in the community. As Mr. Solender 
again states, "Each of the cOllll!lWllty l a resources, the synagogue, 
the federation, the family agency and others, is conard tted to 
meeting same aspect of the needs of Jewish persons or groups. 
Fram its distinctive role, each gains its concept of service, 
personnel and. facil! ties. " 

The Jewish Center field 1s clearly one in 'which much 
ren:ains to be done to bring our synagogue and centers to an 
appreciation of the respective roles they are to play an the 
Jewish communal scene. 
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SYNAGOOUE PLAYS IMPORTANT 
ROLE III COMMUNITY REIATIONS 

The temper of our times is such that often the most 
effective action in community l'elatlons can be, and. is, carried 
on through s~~o6ual bodiee and especially t}~ough the rabbinate, 
locally or nationally. The synagogue can" and very often is, the 
outpost :or courageous action on issues that divlcle our community. 
In this connection, it ie nOWTorthy that on the iaRues which have 
d.ivided the south, the rabbinic bodiee gave significan.t leadership 
to the progressive point of view. This was true in. the field of 
civU liberties, problems of integra:tlon, problems of separation 
of chtn"ch and orete in. our public schools. T'ne national religious e.gencies 
are members of the National Communlty Relations Adv1s'ory Council, 
and effective joint programs in this area between 8.YDaGDgUes and 
federations may develop in the future. 

OBSERVES SYNAGCGUE 's 
Il/CREASIlIG Th'TEREST :iN 0l'ilER = 

.Another field. in which synagogues are 'becoming in
creasingly active 1s that of counseling. Pastoral counseling 
has been a traditional rabbinic responsib1lity. The "shalothll

, 

traditionally brought to the rabbi, have extended beyond questions 
of r "i hal to the Iilost intimate and pressing problems of family · 
l.ife. 

With the development of spectalizedskilla and fields of 
service in. "the area of guid&.r.ce and counseling, this func tio!] of 
the re.bbinate became attenuat·ed. Today, however, Deny synagogues, 
especially in the larger cities, are establishing counseling de
p:uotments, or at least referra.l services t.o the CQIlllIll.mal Jewish 
FaInily and Vocational Gu1dance services. Here I too, fUrther 
exploratione are in order to exemine ... increaseQ.. opportonitlee 
for constructlye inter-!'eJ.a.tionshlps between synagogues and 
communal ·services. 

There ls yet anoth.et- field,. in. which the interests 
and ul ti1lla te goals of synagogues and other communal organiza tious 
are in.ter-related. This is the bro~d field. of Jewish culture, 
Jewish scholarah1p, research creative work in Jewish ~etters, 
the training of personnel for transmitting -these cultural values 
to future generations. It is not f'ortu:t tous that it was the 
Council of Jewish Federations & We!fE.re FWlds which sponsored 
the recen:tly concluded study on National Jewish Cul tural Ser-... ices 
.in America. For our co:mmUJilty org&..l1izat1ons have been concerned 
now. for SO!Ile t1me with the <;ontinl2i ty of Jew.ish cul tura.l. values ~ 
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Aga.in, the very forces llhieh shape the cha.~cter of the 
American Jewish community are leading us to the inevitable historic 
conciusiar.; that now P.z:lerlcan Jewry must rely on its own energies 
and rcsou.t'Cca to strengthen its cuI turel founda tiona and develop 
1 ts mro. scholarship and leadership in this f'ield. 

Other services which reflect the common interest of 
synagogues and the centrel comcunity orcanizatlon includoe: 

1. Community organiza tion. f'Ol~ lm.8lu.~uth 

2. Chaplaincy Services 

3. Internal Jewish community problems 

a., Arbitration Beards 

o. Codes of "fair practiccfl of quasi-religious 
functi0narics - mohalim; funeral directors 

SYNAGCCUES llEll' TIl CAJ.lPAIGNlliG 

Beyond the specific services which were just reviewed, 
our synagogues are 'heiDI; involved in our COtmlUnity campaigns, and 
can become assets in one of the most vital jobs 01' the central 
organization. . 

Some of the specific ,'laYS in which Syna.g03ueS have 
'become act·ive paz'ticipants in the campaign include: 

A. Utilization of Rabbis as !3peakers at educational 
and. campaign meetings 

B. Utiliza tion of the synagogues as a nucleus fOl! the 
organization of the campaigns in the outlyin3 a reas 

C . Orga..ization of man- peller for the campaign through 
congregat.ional c.:mnnittee 

L. Inter-congregational cOtDlclls for mass solicitation 

The Bonds for Isr9.el organization bas :zmde most· eff"ective 
use of synagogues :in the promotion o.f bonda E:alES. Representing 
established community structures, rThich could be: used as an effect
i ve chB.r.l!lel for the promotion of bonds sales; the synagogues ~ve 
ind~ed become, in. must communi.t:::.es, the 'i1ucleuc for an increasingly 
Bucces;lful sales prograD":. 
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SEES LACK OF COORDINATION . 
JJJ BlJIT....DING FUND CPJ-1PAIGNS 

A D'1Ost.ly unchartee. a...1"€a in the field of campaigning is 
that of bt~il.dinc fund caepaigns. There is no question that the 
capital fund drives for health and welfare agencies, as well as 
synagogues, have resulted. in great drains upon tile community's 
reSOUl"'Ces. This area, w'hich involves the "largest expen<l.i ture 
of funds, bas probably the least degree of coordination. 
Communities bave generally accepted the prirlci1'le of tim1118 
to avoid conflicts in major campaigns. But very little planning 
has been evident beyond timing. Certainly in the field of syna
gogue building and the :l"elated building programs for Jewish 
educa'~ion little, if anything, has been. accomplished to co
ordinate end relate the building proGra.ms to the needs of the 
total COIllDlUnlty, and to the possibilities of utilizing existing 
bulld:l'.ngs. 

R%IGICUS VALUES VITAL 
IN muiERSlIIP DEVELOPMENT 

Leadership Development is one of the most constant 
and vexing problems of our' communities, and one witll which we 
ha-re concerned ou:t'selves formally and 1nformalJ.y for a long 
time. While a number of interesting and productive experiments 
have been condUcted in various cODmluni ties in leac.ership training, 
there ia common agreel!lent that genuine leariership h'3.s to fP.'OVl 

out of interest~ out of understanding, and out of a sense of 
loyalty to Jewish valUes. Obv~o:.1s l'y, such values cannot ~e 
nlU·tUl~ed in a vacClum, and the home, the school, our as,;!nciea and 
the 9yT1.Agogue all play their vHal ro;Lea. No lonc-renge program 
for the development of Jewish communel 1~adersh1p can succeed 
without full utilizat!on. of the reso~rces of the synagogue and 
of the potential for cooperb.tive relationship with 3ynagogual 
leadership. 

IMPACT OF SUBlJRBIA 
AFFECTS /'J.L AREAS OF SERVICE 

The irop=lct of the synagogues in the areas we just des_ 
cribed, snd the relationshipe which those of us concerned with 
cOImnunity plannJng ·have to these areas, have been sharpGoec. by 
.That i s :perhaps the most drnmatic deY~lopmerl,t not only in Jewish 
community life, but in the national life of our ~ountry, namely, 
the move~nt to the suburbs • . 8ubi.l!"bia las emerged as a key factor 
in cO!IIDluni ty plan."llnt3 and. social ·welfare for the entire country. 
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As the report of our Committee on Community Organization 
pointed out in 1957, nvirtua.lly every field of communal ae~'Vice 
is affected, agencies in the old as well as in the new areas, 
funds for opera. tine needs and capi tal purposes - changed 
rela tianships among agenc ies ruld people. n 

cALLs .SYNAGa::UE "FIRST 
EXPRESSION" OF ORGANIZED C!WMUNITY 

In ::mny of the rapidly growing suburban areas, the 
synagogue 1s the first expression of an organized commtmity. 
Education., leisure..:time activity, COIm!lUnity relations, even 
campaign or~nlzation and other organizational activities 
center in. the synagoguej and while synagogue membership may 
represent only a small proportion of the Jewish population 
in. a given, ~uburban. community, it is the core, the organized 
core, with which the agencies of the central community caD 
establish lines of communication. 

It is the tmique role of the central Jewish community 
organization to take the in1~ative and exert leadership in invol
ving the synagogues ~ a constructive planning process with 
other cO!IDI!Unal forces and agencies. There are, of course, road 
blocks which hinder effective community planning, especially when 
the perspectives of different forces may vary. 

URGES flWlK RECOONITION OF PROBLEMl 

We have to be realists and recognize the problems 
which confront us. 

The back- to- the-eynagogue movement is not back to 
lIone synagogue. II Although we are an increasingly homgenous 
group, we recognize and respect the differences in ideological 
identification . The multiplicity of synagogues, however, often 
with concurrent inter-synagogual conflicts, or at be~t with 
different levels of interest and appreciation of community 
problema, l:Ii9.ke it difficult· to rea.ch a common ground for dis
cussion, consultation, and possible agreement and planning~ 

It need not be over-emphasized that some of the 
dlr""':ficulties stem f'rom personal vested. in.terests and, some
times, l1prim_donna l1 complexes. These ind!vidual problems 
can. thWart sound community planning, whether the prima donna 
is a lay-leader, a community organization executive or a 
rabbi. 
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We often lack a comon language and we Bee a gap 
between the standards and stills which our COlIlDlUIli ty services 
have forged during the past two decades, and their understanding 
and acceptance by the rabbinic group. In this connection, it 
should be noted. that the synagoglJe groups" especially the~r 
rabbinic leadership, my be just as impatient with tt.e com
munity workers who are 111'itera.te in Jewish cultural and. 
religious valuee J as we in cOlIID.UIli ty work may be 01' a synagogue 
leader vho is an. "am haaretz tr in the appreciation of professional 
acetal workconcep~s and practices. 

It is pertinent to observe that one of the problems 
we meet &0 often 1s a confusion in. terms when we tr.r to con
sider synagogue relations. What do we mean by synagogue? To 
same, synagogues mean the ~bbls - and when they speak of pro- , 
greBe or problema, they think of the acta of a rabbi or group 
of rabbis. And when they speak of synagogue involvement, they 
mean the invol veIlIent of' rabbis. 

It is important that this point be clarified. 

SYIiAGo:lL'E AND COMMUNITY 
LEADERS OFl'EN THE SAME 

The synagogue movement involves the membership and 
leadership of the syna30gue who~ as statei before, are the very 
people most deeply concerned and intimately associated with other 
communal services and agencies. The movement involves the rabbis 
who also, as individual ~bers of the commml.i t y, are very often 
involved as membel's, leaders or beneficiaries of one or more of 
the comunity's services. In other words, the synagogue and its 
leadership cannot be distilled and separated from the rest of the 
community's stream. of associations, interests and causes. It 1s 
rather a plus component which can bring greater depth and added 
significance to the endeavors of the orgallized co~unity in 
behalf' of the weli'a:-e of the total commun~ ty, 

Vested interests reflected in established structures, 
programs, and personnel pose difficulties in. any attempt at 
shaping nev directions. Sometimes lilll:!.ted personal and agency 
horizons can aleo obstruct our efforts to reach n~~ plateaus 
of service. Here we must re"eIJQhas1ze that this problem i8 
equally applicable to established community agencies, as it 1s 
to the synagogues. (Somet1Ines the nature of a commun.1ty ' s 
prOBI'Wll will depend on who got there Tli'astest with the moatest. 11

) 
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PRaaml POSED 1IY DISPARrrY 
nl l'!!QFJ!:SSI9!lAL PRAC'tICES 

Another obstacle 1e the laa 'between prof'sBslonal practices 
preva1l1ng in our health, welfare and group VQl:'k agenc1es, aed theil:' 
lIIlderstarW.ng by tile IS&IlBral eomun1 ty. Mall.)' people, far example, 
just don't w:xlerstatld what 'We mean by social -group 'IIOrk. 

The ~DCurBlon of the B~UeS 1h mao;y" areas of service 
may be-Oat the expense of etamertia which the professional, fields 
have deve~oped, espeoially in Jewish educatlon, ' ln grouP work, In 
counselfng. But often this 1s possible only Decauee the ' agencies 
theIt1eelvss, "in particular commnnities, have permitted, or have been 
forced to accept, 8 lower level of professional service, or because 
the leadership in these comrmip1t1ea has never rea.l.ly " appreciated the 
nature of prof~B81ooal1y directed programs and. Bervicesw 

PRIOR:I:rlES CREATE MAJOR_ T!lS!lE 

The problem of priorities cen pose seriouB obetSelesa We 
are pressed hard from m8ny areas. We operate in 8 dyn8m1c community 
setting 1n which Pl~cticBlly all fields of service make constant de
marna on our co.mmun1ty planning, reao\)rceS and persOnnel, whether it 
is in "the field " of the aged, health, le1eur8 p time activities, famil.y 
problems. Our c"ommurrltiee lack the resourCes to do "adequate planning, 
and only too of~n tlie job of ~1nteining constant communication with 
the" synago~ rece!vea a low priority rating. 

Secondly," our co~~t1ee lack the f1nanclel resources to 
be able to undertake demona"tration progI'&ID.8 and pilot services J 

involving ey'nagogues aod. agencies in an effort to test pOBsibill~ies 
of coordinated. services under community auapiees. Such efforts would 
involve heavy investment or " manpower and of finan.ce"s~ "am "there is 
always the problem of d1 verting funia from sorely needed services to 
DeW experiments. 
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SOME CUJllEPIlm'S FOR FEllEllATIOlIS 

Basic to any effectlvto role that federations can-play in 
relationship to synagogues 1s the recognition ana acceptance of 
federations r expaodlne role in plaonins for increaelog1.y broader 
areas of community service. 

1) Federations muet, accordinslY, take an increasingly 
act! va role in those aress of co-ordination and planning Which 1n
volve syDagoguee and other agencies, such aa synagogues aOO centers, 
synagogues and B~au of Jewish EdUCation, community relations 
agencies etc. This can no longer be exclusively a bl-latera~ 
process between a specific ·locel agency and the synagogue, for the 
prob:!Bms with which they deal heve broad colllZllWl1 ty implications 
transcending specific agency responsibil1ties. 

2) Federations "ehould"assume "" aIld maintain the initiative 
in strengthening the chanbels of co rmmm1 cation among agencies and 
synagogues 1n constructive efforts. 'this involves meetings, f'ace
to-face relationships, patience 1n 8ge1£108 out areas of co-operation, 
in developing actual opport1m1 ties for programs in Which ali groups 
can participate in a cl1mata of mutual raspect. 

3) Yle should explOre opportunities for increased communi
cation among the staffs of e.gencil3B and those · of the sYnagogues. It 
Is · intere.sting to note that , at· the last two conferences· of Jewish 
cotn!,lllDel Elervice, oUr professional workers dealt· wIth the question 
of JeWieh values in sodisl work eni discuBeed the need for · continuing 
meetings throughout the year ·UDder the sponsorship of the central -
organization in order to gain a better underst anding of Jewish values 
and further lines of eo!!lZ!ZWl:1catlons among the various· agencies reeder" 
1Dg coim!l.un1ty service. The professional workers suggested increased 
involvement of rabbis 8S lo:ilviduals and aa groupe in the work of 
~e National conference of Jewish Co.f!lt!IWJ8l Service. 

EMPIIASIZES INVOLVEMENT OF SYNAGOGUE 
IEAllI:RS TIl FEDERATION PIAliN.lNG 

4) We should. seek gester involvement of the synagogue 
leaClers who de~rm.1ne the nature of congregational programs in the 
Federation's community jJlanniiig and fillB!lCing aotivities, particularly 
in deallngwlth Bpec1i'ie proJects which oould :!Bad to waatefuldupli" 
cation· or confl1c.t. · . 
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·. It has been po1nted out that too often Federat1on
Sll'lagOgUe relationships have been char:e.cterized not by collf'11ct
ing iSsuss, -b'ut rather by a neglect of oppOrtunities which would. 
arise if there were a mutual concern to raise the level 'of cooper-
ation. . 

URGES nFAIANt!§D Bf'~SENTATION" ON BOARDS 

5) ~e1Bted to the need for maintaini,,€! chennels of 
COmmunication 1s the need for bsleneed representation on boards 
am comittees of Federation. 

The pr1nci'p¥ of securing ba.lanced repreaentatlon- on 
committees provides assurance that the verIous religious view
points will be included indirectly but effectively In all areBS 
of federatio~ sctivity. This form of indirect representation 
is, of course, not c1earcut. MaDy community .leaders are promi
nent in congregational affairS. And, s1m.1larJ,y 1 congregational 
leaders are frequently drawn from the ranks of community leaders. 
The more the line of demarcation between synagogue leadership aod 
COmmunity leedership is clouded, the more effective the co~pper
ative efforts between Federation and Synagogues. This goes far 
beyond the gesture of securing formal representation from syna
gogues on Federation bodies. Wi tb.out 9incere mutual. effort at 
fnvolvement, formal representation is only too often "paper" 
representatiOn. 

cms GIH~lNG RECORD OF 
SYNAGOGUE-FEDERATION COOPERATION 

6) There is 8 grow1ns record of' experience on effect-=
ive am constructive Bym'_gogUe-commllD1 ty' agency-cooperation. The 
JeWish Welf'are' Board published tvo volumes on Jewish CODlInunity 
Center relatioosh:f.ps with synagogues, These are devoted., to a 
large extent, to direct case records. of effective commjm1ty Co-op
eretion with synagogues 1n the field of leisure-time activ1 ties, 
This, of courSe 1 1e on.ly a beginning. . It 1s important t~t we 
continue to develop a body of knowledge baaed on these experiences, . 
to help us in each of our local Situations With the specific 
problems with which \o7e may have to_ .cope J . eo1!llllllD.1ty by co.mani ty. 

a) 'The Detrol't experience is perhaps tJ'I.e cut
atand1Dg example among the largE!' cities of community
synagogue cooperation 1n the field of Jewish education. 
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b t o The NeW York F9denttlon has a religious ei'fairs 
department" under tli~ direction of a staff' member who is a 
rabbi. The purpose of the department is to establish more 
effective communication between Federatioo, its severel 
departments and the orgaDized. religious SI:'oupe in New York, 
and thus to briDB !foout greater involvement of these gl'OUP~ 
in the cB.m!.Je.1gn and- program of Federation. 

cl There are a number of other examples of synagogue 
involvement 1n the affairs· of conn;nunal agencies. 

In at least one city, the" Federation is conduct
ing 8 leadership institute for synagogue members. 

In man;r communities an effort 1s made to mobl;t12,8 
the manpower of the congregations for year-round 
education purposee aa well as for funi-ralsiog. 

There are eX&ilples of co-operation between case 
work agencies and, B3'MSOgueS in -marriage -90unsel
ibg, · and el'forts at develop1ng referral service 
between the synagogue am. the counse:UI18 service. 

One community reports a program sponsored by the 
Jewlsh VocatIonal Service am the Synagogue, 
offering group aoa personal vocational counael~ 
ins end coll.ege selection counaeline for teen-age 
atudenta. 

We must recognize realistically" that tl1e instances of close 
co-operation tow8xU obJectives of joint planning o'f services find 
programs, leeves much, ae yet, undone. Here the Jewish federations 
have a direct opportunity and responsibil ity for initiating and guid
il'lB such collaboration. 

This can be done without infringement upon the distinctive 
aspirations., beliefs tun practices of the agencies and the synagogues. 
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PROPOSFS NATIONAL AGENCIES 
SPTlR IOCAL COOPEBATION 

7) Synagogues are local expressions of national move-
mnts. The natiohal yarent bodiee can play a positive role in 
nurtur,1ng attitudes of co-operation between member congregations 
em federatiotia . It mas be helpful to contlnueexplorat1on on 
the natlor..al level at the problems Which we experlence dey-to-da'y 
iIi our convrnm1 tieB. A better UDierstand.lcg by the national leader
ship of the problems of local communities may lead. to increasingly 
constructive n::lat1onships between synagogues and local agencies; 
emF can have an iuiportent role in bringing together national leader
ship f~r this purpose. 

8) The seminaries ann gr&dU6.te training schools for 
teachers aoC!. communal Yorkers are 1IiIportant aspects of" this problem. 
The field of Jewish communal service he 8 long recognized the imPort
ance of Jewish culturel values 88 component.s in training for the 
field of JeWish conmnmity eervice . !t i8 equally important that 
eduoation fOI' the rabbinate ana for Jewish educat10n include e knowl
edge and tralniog 1n JeWish communel services, 'l'hlS can be achieved 
only on the basis of mutual unieratandlng and acceptance of each 
field '6 significant role ill the total pattern of Jewish life. 

CONCT1~ION 

After all is said and. do'ne, the course" of Federation
Synagogue rala:t1ohah!ps will be played out on the local seeDeD in 
each community where Federations and Synagogu.es exist. The natUI'e 
of any positive relationship 01' of conflict of d:mamic partnership 
or a:pathy and. lethargy will be determined !.n each instance not by 
theories, not by nat:1onal a1rectlVes or national trams, but- by 
and thrOugh the 11 ving together, the struggling together 1 the" work
ing together of people. In each cOJ1lIl.llUlity, the futW:'B will be" deter
mined· by the history and the ir.te",·st of the leadership; by the 
nature of the leaderslilp 1n the Federations and the SyUaaoguas; by 
the competence of the Federation executive and tile rebbie. 

If there is conviction about thet role of Federation, if 
there 16 mutual regard and- respect, the community will move forward
tOward strengthening ita JeWiah cultural foumat1ons am the improve
ment of ita services. 

1162!FS-2/60 
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OPl'ORTUNITY AT TI£ COMMUNITY lEVEL" 

Dr. James M. Nabrit, Jr., Dean 
Howard University School of Law and 
Member, President's Committee on 

Government Contracts 

Reports from Workshops 

RECEPrION 

The Reverend John F. Cron.in, S. S. 
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Mr. !1(: rman Edl :1 sher~1 
I) i rf'e tu I" 
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~r . Calhert N. ~llis 

Presidellt 
JUIli<Jtil Col J ege 
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The T/ev. Edward L. R. Elsoil 
National Preshyterian Church 
Connecticut Ave. at N St., N. W. 
Washillqton, D. C. ' 

The· Rcv. Errwst Coble Estell, Sr. 
St. John Baptist Church 
2109 Thomas Avenue 
Dallas 4, Texas 

Mr. James C. Evans 
. Civi I ian ·Assistant to the 

Assistant Secretary of Defense (MP &R) 
Room 3A914 
The P-elltafjoh 
Washillgton, D. C. 

Miss Jean Fairfax 
Nat i oual RC!presentat i ve for 

Southern Pro!,Jrams 
A.llwrit~nll Friends Service Committee, Inc, 
~o South I::!th Street 
Pili I.adelphia 7, Pennsylvania 

The !lev. II. AJbion Ferrell 
Episcopal CI.aplai~ 

Canterhury Iiouse 
::.!333 Fjrst Street, N. 'w. 
Washillgtoll, D. C. 

The- I(cv. Wal i<lce E. Fisher " 
Tile Lutllcran Chureh of ' tile 

lIoly Trinity 
31 "South Duke Street 
L<JIIC;Jstl~ r, '·elll1syl vo.ni a 



The Very Re~ ; ";5gr. j. ~. Flaherty 
Superintende~t 
Diocese of Richmond 

' pepartment of Education ' 
807 Cathedral Place 
~~~h,n:Qnd '20, .virginia 

,The Rev. Albert S. Foley , 
Department of Social Sciences 
Spring Hill College 
3669 Old Shell Road 
Mobile, Al abama 

:The Rev. Richard A. G. Fost~r 
1927 Silbert . 
Oakland, California 

Rabbi Emmet A. Frank 
Beth El Hebrew Congregation 
3830 Seminary Road 
Alexandria " Virginia 

Mr. Isaac Franck ' 
Executive Director 
Jewish, Community Council 
of Greater Washington 

14'20 New YOrk Avenue, N. 'W. 
Washington 5, D. C. 

The Rev. Monty Wilfiam Frazier 
701 Union Avenue 
Yeadon , Pennsylvania 



~~ iss Wi Ima E. Gaines 
~136 West Jefferson Street 
Philadelphia 21. Pennsylvania 

The Rev. Rnlph A. Gallagher 
Director . 
Loyola University 
Lewis Towers 
820 North" Michigan Avenue 
Chicago 11, I1~inois 

The Rev. George P. Ga)lo~ 
Greek Orthodox Community 
"Evangelismo" 
22-24 . West Preston Street 
Baltimore 1, Maryland 

The Rev. Samuel L. Gandy 
Dean 
Lawless Memoril:!l Chapel 
Dillard University 
New Orleans 22, Louisiana 

Mr. George V; Gardner 
Labor Relations Consultant 
2308 Wycliffe Avenue, S.W; 
Roanoke, Virginia 

Mr. A. G. Gastrin 
President 
Booker T. W~shington Insurance Co. 
5th Avenue 'and Seventeenth Street,N. 
Birmingham, Alabama 

I . 
The HeY. Jo'hn P. Gates 
Bethesda First Baptist Church 
Wilson Lane at Cordell Avenue 
Bethesda 14, Maryland 

Rabbi Norman Gerstenfeld 
The Washington Hebrew Congregation 
2329 California Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

The Rt. Rev. Carey A. Gibbs 
Presiding Bishop 
Daniel Payne College 
Birmi"ngham, Alabama 

Mr. D. R. Glass 
President 
Texas College 
Tyler, Texas 

The Rt. Rev. Joseph Go~z 
Bishop 
African MethodIst Episcopal Church 
11116 Wade Park AVenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dr. W. L. Graham 
General Secretary 
Board of Lay Activities 
Christian Methodist Episcopal 

Church 
1235 Fifteenth Street 
Augusta, Georgia 

The Rev. William H. Gray, Jr. 
Bright Hope Baptist Church 
12th and Oxford Streets 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

The Rt. Rev. S. L. Greene 
Senior Bishop 
AfricarJ Methodist Episcopal Church 
1105 Fountain Drive, S. W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Miss Evelyn L. Green 
Director 
Program Department 
Board of 'Women t s Work 
The Presbyterian Church in 

the United States 
341-A Ponce De Leon Avenue,N.E. 
Atlanta 0, Georgia 

Mrs. Thomas P. Green 
407 North Hite Avenue 
Louisville 6, Ken'tuckY 

Dr. Lloyd E. Gressle 
Dean . 
The Cathedral Church of St. John 
10 Concord Avenue 
Wilmington, Delaware 

Mr. Mortimer P. Griffith 
44 Fairbrook Road 
Saxonville, Farmingharn, Massachusetts 

Mr. James Guinan 
Director 
St. Peter Claver Center 
014 Seventh Street, S. W. 
Washington 4, D. C. 



Or. Cameron p. Hall 
Execut i ve· 0 i rec tor 
National Counci 1 of Churches 

of Christ in the United 
States of America 

297 Fourth Avenue 
New York 10, New York 

The Rt. Rev. J. A. Hamlett 
President 
Christian Service Center, Inc. 
2112 North Fifth Street 
Kansas City, Kansas · 

The Rev '. Edward L. Hanna 
First Methodist Church 
33 Church Stl'eet 
Moravia, New York 

-The Most J.lev. Phillip M. Hannan " 
. Chancellor 

Archdiocese of Washington 
Ch~ncery Office 
1721 Rhode Island Avenue. N.W. 
Washington 6, D. c. 
The Rev. Charles. F. Harlins 
Wesley Methodist Church 
1802 East Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona . 

The Rev. Vladim ir E. Hartman 
Director 
Department of Research and 

Church Planning 
Council of Churches, National 

Capital : Area ' . -
1751 N Street', N. W. 
Washington 6, D. -C. 

The Rt. Rev. K. C. Hatcher 
Bishop 
Third Episcopal District 
Afric~n Methodist Episcopal Church 
11009 Wade P3rk Avenue 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Miss Flora Hatcher 
H9usin9 and ~oine Finance Agency 
Office of the Administrator 
Washington 25, 0.- C. 

The Hev. W. F. 11<1 th<1way, Jr. 
Ingleside Methodist Church 
Post Office llox 600 
Ingleside, Texas 

The Rev. ll<Jrold L. Hawkins 
Chaplain 
The Baptist Hospital 
Alexandria, Louisiana 

The Rev. \'Ial tel' H. Hellman 
President 
California Distric~ of the 

American Lutheran Church 
201 South Mission Drive 
San Gabriel, .California 

Mrs. A. R •. Henry, Chairman 
Department of Christi~n Social 

Relations 
Woman's Division of Christian 

Service of the Board of . 
Missions of Th~ Methodist C,~urch 

bOO Wilson Avenue 
Menomonie, Wisconsin 

The ReV. John Henry Hester 
Mount Pleasant Baptist Church 
400 North Ohio Avenue 
Atlantic City, New Jersey 

The ·Ut . Rev • . Ernest L. Hickman 
Presiding Bishop 
Thirteenth Episcopal District 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
16563 La~a lle' BOulevard 
Detroit ' 21~" ~!ichigan 

The Rev. H ~ ileecher Hicks ' 
Ait. Olivet Baptist Church 
428 East fila i n Street 
Columbus 15, -Ohio 

The Rev. John J. Hicks 
Union Memot:ial ~iethodist Church 
208 North Leffingwell at' Pine 
St. Louis 3, Missouri 

The Very Rev. Msgr. G.G.Higgins 
Director 
Social Action Department 
National Cathol ic Welfare Conference 
1312 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W. 
Washin{lton. D. C. 



The Rev. Daniel Hill 
Qean 
School of Religion 
Howard University 
Washington 1, D. C~ 

The Very Rev. Stephen J. Hogan 
St. Luke's Church 
,4925 East Capi tal Street 
Washington 19, D. C. 

The Rev. William Hogan 
Catholic Council on Working Life 
607 Oakwood Boulevard 
Chicago 15, Illinois 

Mr. J. ClintCln Hoggard 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Board of Foreign Missions 
African Methodist Episcopal 

Zion Church 
1328 U Street, N. W. 
Washington, O. C. 

The Rev. D. J. Hughlett 
Director of Christian Education . 
African Methodist Episcopal 

Zion Church 
2411 West Walnut S.treet 
Louisville, I(entucky 

Mr . Lawrence F. Hunt 
Executive Director 
nX:A . 
12th Street ilranch. 
iai6 TL~eifth Sh~eti N. W: 
Wasll1ngtonj D; c. 
Dr. ,A. C,h~tles H~nt~r 
~ledical Clinic 
110-~ Fourth Street, South 
Columbus~ Mississippi 

Miss Ruby Hurley 
Regional Secretary 
National Association for the 

Ad.vnncement 'of Colored People 
059-~ Hunter Street, N. W. 
Room 107 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Mr. Jack Hurt 
Deputy Assistant Director 
Bureau of Employment Security 
U. S • . Department of Labor 
Washington 25, ,D. C~ 

The Rev. B. Wilmer Inghram 
St. Paul African Methodist 

EPI scopa I . Church 
982 Sixth Street 
San Bernardino, California 

, 
The Rev. E. Franklin Jackson 
John Wesley African Methoijist 

Episcopal Zion Church 
14th and Corcoran Streets, N. W. 
Washington 9, D. C. 

The Rev. J. H. Jackson . 
President 
National Baptist Convention in 

the United States of America, 
Inc . 

3101 South Parkway 
Chicago, Illinois 

The Rev. L. K. Jackson 
The St. Paul Baptist Church 
)938 Adams Street 
Gary, Indiana 

The Rev . Michael K. Jacobs 
St . Regis ,Reserva~ion 
Post Offi ce Box ~r . 
Hogans6urg~ New York 

Dr . D. Trigg 'James 
Executive Secretary 
Southeastern Jurisdictional 

Counci) 
The Methodist Church 
63 Auburn. Avenue, N. E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 

'fhe Rev. A. H. Jarmon 
5500 Scovill Avenue 
'Cleveland, Ohi o 



Miss li 11 ian :J'ch-ns'on . 
, Secretary . 

Woman's .Division of Christian 
Service of the ~~thodist Church 

Board of ' Missions of the Methodist 
Church 

150 Fifth Avenue 
New Yor~, New York 

Dr. Mordec"ia Johnspn 
President 
Howard University 
Washington 1, D. c. 

. Mr. Willard Johnso.n 
President 
Committee for International 

Economic Growth 
1082 Connecticut Avenue, N. W. 

" Washingtoll 6, D. C. 

Mr. Harry S. Jones " 
Executive Secretary 
North Carolina Council on 

Human Relations 
Room 209 
121 East Thir4 Street 
Charlotte, North Ca,roli.na 

The Rev. Q. L. Jones 
The Fourth Street Baptist Church 
817 West Fourth Street 
Owensboro, Kentucky ' 

The Rt. Rev. Frederick D. Jordan 
Bishop 
Eighth Episcopal District 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
1937 Peniston Street 
New Orleans 15, Louisiana 

Mr. Charles Judd 
2045 Reading Road 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio 

The Rev. Demetrios G. Kalaris 
Saints Constantine and Helen 
Greek Orthodox Church 

' 4115 Sixteenth Street, N. W. 
Washington 11, D. C. 

Mr . Robert E •. KelT 
President 
Mary Grey Hosie,ry Mills 
Bristol, Virginia . . 

The ~ev. Thomas, Kilgore, Jr . · 
Friendship Bapt"ist Church 

" 144. West 131st Street 
New'·-York 27, New York 

Dr. Samuel Kincheloe 
President 
Tougaloo Southern Christian 

College 
Tougaloo, Mississippi 

The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr . 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 
454 Dexter Avenue 
Montgomery, Alabama 

The Rev. Dow Kirkpatrick 
St. Mark Methodist Church 
Peachtree at Fifth Street, N. E. 
Atlanta 8, Georgia 

Rabbi Israel Klavan 
Executive Vice President 
Rabbinical Council ' of America 
331 Madison Ave,nue 
New York 17, New York 

Rabbi Isaac Klein 
Temple Emanu-EI 
Colvin and Tacoma Avenues 
Buffalo , New York 

Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Kodani 
3460 Wilshire Boulevard 
Suite 301 
Los Angeles 5, C~lifornia 

Rabbi Jacob Kraft 
Congregation Beth Shalom 
18th Street and Baynard Boulevard 
Wilmington 2. Delaware 

Mr. Charles P. Kramer 
Roe & Kramer 
Counsellors at Law 
68 William Street 
New York 5, New York 



The Rev. S. L. ,.Laviscount 
St. Mark Congregational Church 

. '210 Townsend Street 
Rox:bury 21, Massachusetts 

Dr. J. L. Leach 
3007 Industrial Avenue 
Flint, Michigan 

The Rev. G. Avery Lee 
First Baptist Church 
200 South Trenton 
Ruston, Louisiana 

Dr. Howard W. Lee 
West Main Baptist Church 
West Main and Lockett 
Danv"il1e, 'Virginia 

Dr. J. Oscar .L~e 
Executive Director 
National Council of Churches 

of Christ in the United 
Sta·tes. of America 

297 Fourth Avenue 
New York ;lOt New York 

Dr . Irving Lehrman 
Rabbi 
Temple Emanu-El , 
1701 Washington Avenue 
hliami Beach 39t Florida 

•• : , : J . • . " , i:' ' . " , 
The Rev. Donald R. Letit'i 
Hoi~ Trinity L4theran Church 
Allsto~ Way and Byron Street 
Berkeley 2t California 

Mr. James ·H. Lewis 
Office of the Chairman-President 
Afro-Arne'rican Life Insurance 

Company 
Post Office Box 660 
Jacksonville, Florida 

Dr. Herman H. Long 
Director 
Race Relations Department 
American Missionary Associat{on 

Division 
80ard of Home Missions 
Congregational Christian Churches 
Fisk University 
Nashville t Tennessee 

The Rev. Ira Ba Loud 
St. Paul Methodist Church 
Routh and Munger Streets 
Dallas, Texas 

The Rt. Rev. Edgar A. Love 
Bishop 
The Methodist Church 
Baltimore Area 
828 North Carrollton Avenue 
Baltimore 171 Maryland 

Mr.s. Fred E. Luchs 
1020 Oakland 
Ann Arbor, 'Michigan 



Dr. Robert McC~n 
First Baptist Church 
Fifth und Madison 
Clarli:svi lie. Tennessee 

"The Rev. John F. McClellan 
Cnrist Congregational Church 
95z5 Colesville Road 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

Mr. Grady McCu llough 
Post Office Oox 1093 
Tularosa, New Mexico 

Rev. Rouert J. McEwen. 
Boston College 
Departme nt of Economics 
Ch2stnut Hill 67, Massachusetts 

Thp. Rev. Charl(~s L. McGclVern 
Christ Church 
538 Walnut Street 
M;Jcon, Georgia 

Mr. Eugene McGovern 
4~ Dorchest er Road 
Rockville Centre, New York 

Mr. L. po. McHenry 
408-J~ South Main Street 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky 

Mr. Thomas McHugh 
17596 Wildermcre 
Detroit 2i, Micliign n 

,," , '""', . . ,., 
The Rev ~ John G: MacKi nnon 
First Uniiaria~ S~ciety of 

Wi lmington 
BOO Washington Street 
Wilmington, Del aware 

The Rev. Archibald V. Mclees 
Moderator 
Brooklyn Catholic Interracial 

Council 
Holy Rosary Rectory 
14] Chauncey Street 
Brooklyn 3~, New York 

The Hev. Eugc~ne McManus 
SL Augustine's High, School 
Josephite Fathers 
2600 London Avenue 
New Orleans 19, Louisiana 

The Rev. Rohert B. McNeill 
First Presbyterian Church 
First Avenue at Eleventh Street 
Columbus. Georgia 

Mr. Wade Mi.lc k i e 
Director 
Merit Employment Program 
American Friends Service Committee 

Inc. 
1608 Government Street 
na~on Rouge, Louisiana 

Mrs. John W. Mahaley 
Box 429 
Coudersport, Pennsylvania 

The Rev. James W. Malone 
Office of the Su"perintendent 
Department of Education 
Diocese of Young"stown 
Youngstown 3, Ohio 

The Rev. Chester L. Marcus 
Racial and Cultural Relations 
Counci l for Chri'stian Social Action 
United Church of Christ 
296~ West 25th Street 
Cleveland i3; bhio 

Rilbbi Ju I i us Mah , , . 
Congregation Emanu -EI 
1 East 65th Street 
New York 21, New York 

The Rey~ John P. Markoe 
The Creighton University 
Oma ha 31. Nebraska 

The Rev. George N. Marshall 
First Unitarian Church of 

Niagara Falls 
639 Main Street 
Niagara falls, New York 



The Rev. T. B. Maston 
Southwestern .!3aptis.t Theological 

Seminary 
Seminary Hill 
Fort Worth 15, Texas 

Mr~ John-P. Milligan 
Assistant Comm.issioner of Edueation 
Division Against Discrimination 
State of New Jersey Department 

of Education 
1100 Raymond Boulevard 
Newark 5, New Jersey 

The Rev . Georgia P. Mitchell 
Payn~ Memorial African Methodist 

Episcopal Church 
Madison Avenue and Laurens Street 
Baltimore 17, Maryland 

The Rev. Patrick J. Molloy 
Church of the Blessed Sacrament 

Rectory 
5017 Northland Avenue 
St. Louis 13, Missouri 

The Rev. Mark M. Moore 
First Methodist Ch4rch 
Center and Monroe Streets 
Galax, Virginia 

The Rev. John H. Morgan 
First Unitarian Church 
101 East North Shore 
South Bend, Indiana 

The Rev. C. P. Morris 
Executive Secretary 
Methodist Board of Education 
North Carolina Conference 
Box 6667, College Station 
Durham, North Carolina 

The Rev. S. S. ·Morris, Sr. 

Elder C. E. Moseley, Jr. 
Field Secretary 
General Conference of Seventh-D~y 

Adventists 
8640 Eastern Avenue, N. W. 
Takoma Park, Washington 12, D. C. 

Dr. L. B. Moseley 
The First Baptist Church of Pittsburgh 
Bellefield Avenue and Bayard Street 
Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania 

Dr. Walter G. Muelder De,. 
School of Theology 
Boston University 
745 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston 15, Massachusetts 

Mr. Henry C. Nabrlt 
First Baptist Church (Lauderdale) 
682 South Lauderdale Street 
Memphis 5, Tennessee 

The Rev. ~. Everette Neese 
United Church of Christ 
First Congregational Christian Church' 
3000 Grove Avenue 
Richmond 21. Virginia 

The Rev '. -Grover D. Nelson 
Westminster Pr-esbyterian Church 
McGrits Bridge_ Road and Speller Street 
La~rinburg, North Carolina 

The Rev. James H. Nelson 
Post Office Box 264 
Sumter, South Carolina 

Mr. John P. Nelson, Jr. 
312 Civic Center Building 
238 Loyola Avenue 
New .orleans 12, Louisiana 

General Secretary Dr. William Stuart Nelson 
Genera!" Board of Education of the Dean 

·_ African Methodist Episcopal Church Howard University 
414 Eighth Avenue, South Washington, D. C. 
Nashville 3, Tennessee 



Mr. G. Leon Netterville, Jr. 
Treasurer 
Louisiana An~4al Conference 
The Methodist Church 
1870 Harding Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Mr. C. B. New~~l 
Director 
United Steelworkers ' of America, 

AFL-CIO 
District 9 
1330 Center Street 
t.ethl,~hem, Pennsylvania 

The Rev. David H. Newson 
Watchung Presbyterian Church 
395 Watchung Avenue 
Bloomfield, New' Jersey 

The Rt .. Rev. D. Ward Nichols 
Secretary 
Council of Bishops 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
209 Edgecombe Avenue ' 
New York 30, New York 

Dr. Raymond J. Nielsen 
First Baptist Church 
137 Wagner Road . 
Morg'antown, West Virginia 

Mr. Michael M. Nisselson 
President 
Community Acceptance ' Programs 
501 Madison Avenue 
New York 2<::, New York 

The R(~v. Dennis Nyberg 
Lake Harriet Methodist Church 
4901 Chowen Avenue, South 
Minneapolis 10, Minnesota 

Mrs. Emile M. O'Bee 
617 West Walnut Street 
Milwaukee 12, Wisconsin 

Dr. John J. O'Connor 
5115 Moorland Lane 
Bethesda 14, Maryland 

The Rev. John L. O' Hear 
St. Paul's Church 
Fairmount at Coventry 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

The !lev. Hobert W. Olewiler 
Grace Reformed Church 
1405 Fifteenth Street, N. W. 
Washington 5, D. C. 

The Rev. George H • . Orser 
Bon Air Metbodist Church 
Buford Road at Bon View· Drive 

. ~on Air, Virginia 

Mr. J. R. Otis 
Editor-Publisher 
The Southern Observer, Inc. 
Post Office Box 217 
Tuskegee Institute, Ala~ama 

Mr. Lawrence A. Oxley 
The Pigskin Club of Washington, Inc. 

· 3017 Sixteenth Street •. N. E. 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Madison F. Pacetti 
'Law Offices 
C~ldwell ., Pacetti t Robinson and 

Foster. 
West Palm Beach, Florida 

Mr. Eugene C. Pa-tterson 
Vice President and Executive Editor 
The Atlanta Journal and Constitution 
Atlanta 2, Georgia 

The Rev. William K. Parrish 
West End Methodist Church 
625 South Main Street 
Pittsburgh 20, Pennsylvania 

Th.e Rev. Joseph A. Pelham 
Di rector 
Department of Christian Social Relatio n's 
The Diocese of Michigan 
63 East Hancock Avenue 
Detroit I, Michigan 

The Rev. Fountain W. Peniok 
People's Institutional Baptist Church 
24th Avenue and East Fir Street 
Seattle 22, Washington 



n.e: Rev' • . Alnion R': Pepper 
Director 
Department of .Christian Social 

Relations 
Protestant Episcopal Church 
281 Fourth Avenue 
New York, New York 

· Mr. R. O. Pierce 
President 
Pierce's Pharmacy, Inc. 
1805 Adams Street 
Monroe, Louisiana 

Elder A. V. Pinkney 
Secretary 
Industrial 'and Public Relations 
Allegheny Conference of Seventh-Oay 

Aventists . 
Post Of.fice Box 21 
Pine FQrge, Pennsylvania 

The Rt. Rev. H. Thomas Primm 
"Bishop 
Tenth Episcopal District 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Paul Ovinn College 
Waco, Texas 

Dr. Samuel D. Proctor 
President 
Virginia Union University 
Ri chmond, Virginia· 

Mrs . Richard G. Pullen 
President 
VirgInia Conference, Woman's Society 

of Christian Service 
The Methodist Church 
4630 Franconia Road 
Alexandria, Virginia 

The Very Rev. Fr. Germanos Psallidakis 
SOl North Rodney Street 
Apartment 6 
Wilmington, Delaware 

Mrs. Roger L. Putnam 
Director 
Catholic Scholarships for Negroes, Inc. 
254 Union Street 
Springf·ield, Massachusetts 



Mr. Kjllg S . Range 
RJII~le Memorial llaptist Church 
36DH IlIdiall;J Avenue 
Chicaoo, Illinois ' 

Th~ Rev. 'fhofll'-ls J~ Reese 
DirC!ctor 
Catholic Welfare Guild, Inc . 
Diocese of Wilmington 
1200 North Broom Street 
W limington 6, Deldw-.Jrc 

Ri.lbbi Sidney L._ Regner 
Executive Vi-ce President 
C~ntrJl Conference of America n R:ibbis 
40 West 68th Street 
New York 23, New York 

Th ~ Rt. Rev. Fran!.; MilJison H.dd 
President 
Council of Bishops 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
4505 Argyle Terrace. N. \V . 
Washington ~l, D. C. 

The Rev. Frederick E. Reissig 
Executive Secre tary 
Counci I of Churches National 

Capital A.rea 
1751 N Street , N. W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Dr. C,ul F. Reus s 
Executive Secre tary 
Board for Chri.stian Soci;.Jl A.ction 
American Luth eran Church 
57 Ea'st Main Street 
Columbus 15, Ohio 

Mr. Grant ReynOldS 
Couns e lor ..:.It L<Jw 
:.!O Depot Plaz :l 
White Plain s , New York 

Tile Rev. Spencer M. Rice 
S;.Jint Simon's Episcopal Cilurch 
623 Hagar Str ee t 
Sdll Fernando, CaUforni'-l 

The Hev. George William Riddle 
Dwight Uaptist Church 
520 29th Street 
Gadstlen, l\Jl.Ibama 

Mr . P..,ul M. Rilling 
Executive Director 
Virginia Council on Human Relations 
216-C Broad-Grace Arcade 
Richmond 19, Virginia 

Or. Dewey R. Roach 
!\cat.lemic Dean 
Belmont College 
Nashville 5, TenneSSee 

Tile Rt. Rev •. Msgr." i~hn B. Roeder 
Vi ce Chancellor 
Archdiocese of Washington 
Ch..,ncery Office 
1721 Rhode Island Avenue, N. W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Mr . J. M. Rollins. Jr. 
Staff Representative 
The Board- of Christian Education 

of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States of America 

~ox 1086' 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Mr. Samuel Rothstein 
Hoth stein & Korzenik 
Counsellors ..,t Law • 
51 Chambers Street 
New York 7, New York 

Mr. Freuerjck , B. Routh 
~ssist~nt Director 
Southern Regional Council, Inc. 
Hoom 432 
63 Auburn Avenue, N. E. 
Atlanta 3, Georgia 

The Rev. Pet er H. Samsom 
President 
Uuitarian Ministers A.ssociation 
20401 Hilliard Road 
Rocky RiveT Ib, Ohio 



Mr. Sol Satinsky 
Frankford Woolen Mills, Inc. 
Wister · Street and Godfrey Avenue 
Philadelphia 38, Pennsylvania 

Mr. David A. Sawyer 
Executive Director 
D. C. Council on HUman Relations 
Room 208 
District BUilding · 
Washington 4, D. C. 

Mr. Dallas Sells 
President 
Indiana State AFL-CIO 
910 North Delaware ·Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Mr. Llewellyn J. Scott 
The Bl essed Martin DePorres Hospice 
38 Eye Street, N. E. . 
Washington 2, D. C. 

Dr. W. M. Shamburger 
First Baptist Church 
Tyler, Texas 

Mr. Francis· G. Sha.ne 
Executive ~ecretary 
Commission on Civil Rights 
United Steel Workers of America 
1500 Commonwea 1 th Bui lding 
Pittsburgh 22, Pennsylv.ania 

The itt. Re~~ \ierbeh ·Bell Shaw 
Pres i~i~~ Bishop 
SixtH · Episcopal District 
African Methodist Episcopal . 

Zion Church 
520 Cross Street 
Wilmington, ·North Carolina 

Mr. J. Ray Shute 
Pres iden t 
Unitarian fellowship For Social 

Justice 
408 A Street, N~ W. 
Washington 2, D. C •. 

Mr. Courtney Siceloff · 
Director 
Penn Colt!lluni ty Services, Inc. 
St. Helena Island 
Frogmor~, South Carolina 

.The Rev . H. Richard Siciliano 
Direct.or of City and Industry 

Department 
Synod ·of Pennsy~vania 

The United Presbyterian Church 
in the United States · of- America 

Payne-Shoemaker Building 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

Rabbi Morris Silverman · 
State of Connecticut 
Commission on Civil Righis 
500 Capitol Avenue 
Hartford 15, Connecticut 

Rabbi William B. Silverman 
The Templ e · 
Congregation Ohabai Sholom 
5015 Harding Road 
Nashville 51 Ten nessee 

The Rt. Rev. B. J. Smith 
Presiding Bishop 
First Ep~scopal District · 
Christian Methodist Episcopal 

Church 
8126 South Calumet Avenue 
Chicago 19; Illinois 

The Rev . E. C. Smith , 
Metropolitan Baptist Church 
1225 R Street , N. W. 
Washing ton, D. C. 

7he Rev . Emerson W. Smith 
Associate Secretary 
BoarJ of Social and Economic 

Relations 
The Methodist Church 
740 Rush Stree t 
Chicngo III Illinois 



The Rev. Paul L. Stagg 
First Baptist Church 
North Royal Avenue and First Street 
Front Royal, Virginiu 

The Rev. Arthur M. Stevenson 
Assistant Secretary 
City and Industrial Work 
Presbyterian National Missions 
United Presbyterian Church in the 

United States of America 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York 10, New York 

The ·Rt. Rev. Luther Stewart 
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FOLLOWING its establishment by Executive 
Order of President Eisephower in 1953, 

The President's Committee on Government Con
tracts-which is charged with the task of eliminat
ing discr.imination because of race, religion, COIOl' 
or national origin among employees of firms hav
ing contracts with 'the Federal Government-im
mediately began an extensive program of education 
and information aimed at focusing national atten
tion on the problem of discrimination. 

In addition to its offices in Wash ington, D.C .• 
the Committee established fully staffed regional 
offices in Chicago--to service the Midwestern 
States-in Los Angeles-to handle problems aris
ing in the Far Western areas; it prepared and is
sued a number of pamphlets and booklets pinpoint
ing the case against discrimination on various 
fronts ; it produced and distributed two prize-win
ning motion pictures; it issued car cards, posters 
and window displays; it began publicatiop of a pe
riodic newsletter; its members traveled from one 
end of the country to the other to fulfill speaking 
engagements before widely divergent and opin ion
molding groups, organizations and trade associa
tions, and efforts were speedily begun to enlist 
the support of every stratum of American society 
calculated to bring home to America's citizens t he 
moral injustice, not to say the ev il, of discrimina
tion in any of its forms. 

In furtherance of thfs educational policy, the 
Committee's attention was turned toward the Na. 
tion's organized religions, and the question of how 
such groups-individually and collectively--could 
be enlisted to support actively the broad aims of 
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INTRODUCTION 

the Com.mittee itself, and of President Eisenhower 
in establishing the Committee in the first place. 
From this thinking, and from the various individ
ual discussions held by Committee members with 
representatives of their religious faiths, there 
arose the idea of holding a national conference 
of religious leaders, to which the outstanding 
spokesmen-both clerical and laY--Qf the var ious 
major faiths could be invited. The result was the 
first federally sponsored Religious Leaders Con
ference;which was attended by some 450 delegates 
from the 3 principal ' f~iths, and which was held 
in Washington on May 11, 1959. 

The conference' was frankly experimental and 
exploratory in nature, with little more than hope 
on the part of the Committee that it would result 
in anything other than a suggested approach to 
the problem of discrimiJ).ation from a religious 
viewpoint, and, optimistically, a code of principles 
aimed at blueprinting the Committee's overall 
task. Even following the conference, and despite 
its apparent success, progress-for some months 
thereafter-was necessarily slow, with no imme
diate and clear-cut picture emerging as to whether 
the qmference had been anything more than an 
optimistic, if outwardly success"ful, experiment. 

Today, however, just a little more than a year 
after that first conference, the experiment has 
blossomed into an active, growing and militant 
reality. A Religious Advisory Council to The 
President's Committee, growing out of the recom
mendations made at the Religious Leaders Con. 
ference, has been established, and is now active, 
with the Council holding its first meeting, in 



Washington, exactly a year .after the original con
ference--on May 11 of this year. At this latter 
meeting, the Reverend Dr. A. Dudley Ward, Gen
eral Secretary, Board of Social and Economic Re
lations of the Methodist Church, was elected 
Chairman of the Council, with the following named 
as Vice Chairmen: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, 
Executive Director, Synagogue Council of Amer
ica; the Reverend John F. Cronin, S.S., Assistant 
Dir~tor of the Social Action Department of the 
National Catholic Welfare Conference, and the 
Reverend Dr. J. Oscar Lee, Executive Director, _ 
Department of Racial and Cultural Relations of 
the National Council Of Churches of Christ in the 
United States. Miss Dorothy. I. Height, Associate 
Director, Leadership Service, of the National 
Board of the Young Women's Christian Associa
tion, was elected Secretary. 

Created by unanimous vote of the delegates to 
that first Religious Leaders Conference of May 
11, 1959, the Religious Advisory Council is com
posed of some 26 prominent clergymen and lay 
leaders, from key areas throughout the United 
States, and has as its purpose to act as a liaison 

group betw.een The President's Committee and the 
more than one hundred' million Americans who are 
affiliated actively with congregations of the Cath
olic, Protestant and Jewish faiths: 

Because the Religious Advisory Council marks 
an historic and sign ificant milestone in the con
tinuing fight against discrimination in the United 
States, and because .it had its inception in the dis
cussions and recommendations arising from the 
Religious Leaders Conference of May 11, 1959, 
The President's Committee feels today that a re
port on those discussions and recommendations-
concerning as they do all those interested in and 
involved in the advancement of the cause of Civil 
Rights-is particularly timely. The report is not 
a verbatim one; it is instead an edited and synop
sized recording of the outstanding talks given at 
the Conference, together with a digest of the more 
pertinent findings of the religious leaders at the 
conference. It is hoped that it will be of help to 
all those concerned with the problems growihg'. out 
of discrimination, and will be one more weapon in 
our constant war against this insidious, immoral 
and un-American evil. . 
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THE CHALLENGE 

by 

The Honorable Richard M. Nixon 

Vice President of the United States 

The Religious Leaders Conference, held in May 
of 1959 under: the auspices of The President's 

Committee on Government Contracts, was in my 
estimation one of the most significant meetings 
ever called by a government agency in Washing
ton. Present at it were approximately 400 individ
uals. who represented 22 major religious denomi
nations in the United States and approximately 
100,000,000 people throughout the count ry. 

To -bring people of this stature to Washington 
for an all-day meeting of necessity required a very 
great purpose, and, in planning this conference, we 
tried to make sure that what we had planned in 
terms of an agenda would make the visits of the 
various conferees to Washington worthwhile . 
You will be a better judge of whether this purpose 
was achieved when you have read over the balance 
of this report; but, in anticipation of your so doing, 
may I give you, here at the outset, some indication 
of the general purposes of The President's Com
mittee on Government Contracts, of vihich I have 
the great honor to be Chairman. Mr. John Roose
velt will expand on these purposes in his remarks, 
yet I feel it is incumbent upon me to give you some 



indication of how we felt the religious leaders of 
America could help to implement those purposes. 

As you may know, every government contract 
has in it a clause providing that there shall be no 
discrimination in employment because of race, 
rel igion, color or national origin. This clause has 
no legal basis. It is included in a contract by 
Executive Order. The President appointed the 
Committee on Government Contracts--composed 
of Government officials and of representatives 
from the business community and from labor 
organizations-for the purpose of implementing 
this clause. 

But where you have a clause of this type wi thout 
legal methods for enforcing it, the question arises 
as to what a Committee can do to encourage 
compliance. 

In the first place, there is always the discre
tionary power of a Government agency~where an 
individual or a firm is in violation~to deny a Gov
ernment contract, or even to revoke one where a 
contract is already in existence. The Committee 
during the course of its existence has not resor ted 
to that particular device so far as the great ma
jority of the cases with which we have been con
cerned are involved. 

What we have done, on the other hand, is to 
conduct throughout the country a program of con
ciliation, a program designed to gain compliance 
with this clause from the parties concerned by 
enlisting the aid of management, labor and rep
resentatives of the general public. 

Let me put the case a little differently. We often 
think, when we have a provision of law, or for that 
matter, a clause like this in a contract-which pro
vides that there shall be no discrimination because 
of race, religion, color or national origin----.,.that that 
in itself is an answer to the problem of prejudice 
and discrimination. As all of you know, such is 
not the case. The contract is only as good as the 
wi ll of the parties to keep it, the will of the people 
to obey the law. 

It is true that enforcement proceedings can be 
helpful, but in the long run, unless public opinion 
supports -the law, unless public opini'on supports 
the contract, you will have great difficulty in 
getting anything other than ~ompliance in letter, 
and ~ot in spirit; and compliance in letter is not 
enough in dealing with this very difficult problem 
with which we are confronted. 

For example, we have found, dur·ing the course 
of our investigations over the past few years, that 
some companies will have a policy of nondis
crimination, but that there will be no qualified 
applicants of particular racial groups to fill those 
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positions. In other cases, we have found that a 
company may have a policy of nondiscrimination, 
and there will be qualified applicants, yet the two 
just,d.on't get together because of lack of informa
tion as to the policy of the company. 

Here is where the nation's religious leaders cpme 
in. Here is where representatives of management 
and of labor, and where educational leaders and 
representatives of the various social agencies are 
able to render the service which the contract can
not bring about, and which this Committee
despite all of our activities----cannot render. 

Because religious leaders-going back to the 
grass roots--can inform prospective employees of 
the clause in company contracts, and of the op
portunities that are available. In addition, such 
leaders can assist in helping to develop among the 
various minority groups the talents and the quali
fications which will enable the latter to obtain the 
employment to which they are entitled. 

Which is one reason why"this Commitee, in times 
past, has called meetings of the top industrial lead
ers who have Government contracts, as well as 
sessions with representatives of the top labor 
unions in the country, and of representatives of 
the various social agencies. It was a reason, on 
this occasion, for calling an assembly of the rep
resentatives of the major religious denominations 
in the Un ited States. 

We wanted to learn from these various religious 
leaders what our Committee was to regard as its 
responsibility. At the same time, we wanted the 
religious leaders to know of the opportunities ex
isting for them in this area, and which they could 
exploit -when they returned to their various com
munities . 

But above that, if I may state the case in a some
what different light, may I say that in this whole 
field of discriminatiori and prejudice in the United 
States, there is a vital need for recognition that 
this is basically a moml problem, as well as a legal 
problem. 

Which is why we said earlier that we felt the 
Religious Leaders Conference had the opportunity 
of being the most significant meeting ever called 
by a government agency. Because assembled at 
it was a tremendous amount of power, power in 
the best sense of the word, power for good. 
Among the delegates was the power to go back 
to their various communities, and to mobilize the 
moral support of the American people-not only 
for policies of nondiscrimination in employment

. but support in the broader sense for the whole 
program of Civil Rights, for all Americans, re
gardless of their background. 
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Its Origin and Functiofls 

by 

John A. Roosevelt 

The Religious Leaders Conference of May 1959 
was a history-making event, because, as Vice 

President Nixon has indicated, it was the first 
time our national government ever called together 
clergymen and laymen of some 22 major faiths, 
to seek their advice and counsel on the problems 
involved in the question of equal job opportunity 
for minority groups. 

Now the reader may say to himself that "equal 
opportunity is a simple matter of right and 
wrong-moral right, political right, economic 
right-and the concepts of individual liberty, and 
the equal status of man, are factors which have 
made this nation unique in the human family." 

Yet you know and I know that mere words do 
not accompJish the fact; that, regardless of what 
we may say or think, many individuals still are 
barred from work on which they qualify on every 
count because of their race, color or creed. And, 
apart from the moral considerations 'and human 
heartbreak incurred, such practices can affect our 
national economy, and even our national security. 

Three-fifths of the people of the world are non
white. Large numbers of them are not yet com
mitted either to democracy or to Coriununism. As 
these people measure the two ways of life, they 
are going to discount what we say about freedom 
and democracy unless we back up our words with 
actions. They need to be shown beyond question 
of a doubt that we practice what we preach. 

Equality is moraUy right. 
That is so evidently true that it goes without 

saying. 
Certainly there is no economic sense in limiting 

equality. On the contrary, there is every eco
nomic reason to expand it, to recognize equality 
of opportunity as an economic imperative. 

I would like to enlarge upon this idea for a mo
ment. Defllands for goods and services a~e grow
ing faster than the manpower pool. which produces 
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thein. The produ.ction of goods and services is 
expected to increase about 25 percent between now 
and 1965. But our labor supply will increase only 
about 10 percent. Therefore, if our national econ
omy is to continue in a healthy state, and if all of 
us are to enjoy a reasonably adequate standard 
of living, ways must be found to fill these jobs and 
to meet our manpower needs in the future. 

A part of the answer lies in the untapped reser
voir of t he millions of members of minority groups 
today who are unemployed, or employed at levels 
far below their potential capacity. (Actually, the 
rate of unemployment among Negro workers is 
more than double the national rate.) 

Discrimination in employment opportunities is 
causing us to waste most of the potential of what 
amounts to more than 10 percent of our total 
'Iabor resources. This frightful human waste 
comes a~ a time in our history when our Nation is 
strugglfng not only to maintain its position as a · 
great democracy, but for survival as well. On all 
fronts-:.-military, scientific, industrial, agricul
tural, scholastic, intellectual-the Russians are re
solved to master us and the arts and skills in which 
we have long enjoyed leadership. 

We cannot, and we must not, continue to let 
prejudice erode Ollr manpower resource. It is too 
high a price to pay for something that bent!fits 
none and hurts everyone. 

At this point you may be wondering what the 
President's Committee on Government Contracts 
has been doing about this, and where we are going. 
lwould like to sketch. 'in broad outline, the policy, 
areas of responsibility, and some of the ar;com
plishments of the Committee. 

The President, in August of 1953, appointed the 
Committee on Government Contracts and charged 
that Committee with the responsibility of insur
ing through the contracting agencies that the non
discrimination clause contained in every Federal 



contract is complied with. The Committee's au
tority is based on the Executive Order. It estab
lishes equal economic opportunity as the policy of 
the United States Government. 

The contractor pledges hims"elf not to discrimi
nate between employees or applicants for employ
ment because Of race, religion, color or national 
origin. This pledge not to discriminate covers hir
ing, promotion, upgrading, transfer, rates of com
pensation, and conditions of employment and 
termination. In other words, nondiscriminatory 
hiring policies are only the beginning. The Execu
tive Order requires, and the Committee insists, that 
there be no discrimination in any aspect of employ
ment on work performed under Government 
contract. 

The membership of the Committee is almost as 
important to its success as its charter. The Gov
ernment and ten public members represent the 
highest levels of business, labor, and government. 
As you know, Vice President Nixon is our active 
chairman. He conducts our meetings, taking par t 
in the shaping of our policies and decisions. 

The Committee itself does not have enforcement 
powers. However, inasmuch as the non.discrimi
nation clause was, by Executive Order, made an 
integral part of each · contract, we do have the 
power to see to it that it is enforced through the 
contracting agencies and its officers. 

Since milli.ons of Government contra<;ts are 
signed each year, involving billions of dollars, you 
can see that millions of American workers are 
brought under the protection of this program. 

Our Committee receives complaints from ind i
viduals and associations and it is our job, through 
our staff, to make every effort to rectify a sit uation 
where discrimination exists. But the Committee 
does not wait for a complaint before examining the 
employDllmt practices of contractors. We have a 
compliance review program under which the Gov
ernment agencies make annual reviews of their 
principal contractors, to determine whe~her they 
aTi~ carrying out the provision of the nond iscrimi
nation clause, and to take corrective action if dis
criminatory situations are revealed. Dur ing the 

. past year more than 500 contractors' plants were 
examined and r~ports made to the Committee. 

As I have said, the Committee itself is not an 
enforcing body. The extent of the Committee's 
jurisdiction is to advise, recommend, and educate. 
If the Committee determines that a contractor is 
not in compliance with it .. programs, it may recom
mend that no contract be awarded at the stage of 
precontract negotiation, or in the event that there 
have been contract violations, that no subsequent 

to 

contracts be awarded to him_ As a result, the 
Committee has been able to bring about some sig
nificant and encouraging changes in the employ
ment patterns of many industries in all parts of 
the country. 

Substantial progress has been made, yet much 
remains to be done. ]n investigating instances in 
which minority groups were not represented in t he 
labor force of specific factories and offices, the 
Committee has been told by employers that no 
qualified minority applicants have presented t hem
selves. One reason for this is that Negroes are 
understandably reluctant to apply for a job unless 
t hey have good reason to believe that they will not 
be rejected because of their race. Another reason 
is the failure of enough youth of these minority 
groups to train themselves for skilled employment. 
Equal opportunity cannot exist so long as certain 
groups in the labor force are undertrained. To 
help stimulate the youth of minority groups to 
train for skilled employment, Vice President Nixon 
called the Youth Training Incentives Conference in 
Washington 3 years ago. 

Other facets of the Committee's educational pro
gram include a series of pamphlets. Various dif· 
ferent car cards carry our message in trolley cars, 
subways, and buses. We have two movies, one 
titled "COMMENCEMENT," which has been pro
jected thousands of times; and a newer one, "THE 
NEW GIRL," which deals with the problems of 
initial hiring of Negro girls for secretarial and 
stenographic positions. The latter is now avail
able for groups which want to show it. Radio 
and television stations have carried our message. 
Two. Equal Job Opportunity weeks have been ob
served. Our Newsletter goes to nearly 10,000 
leaders in intergroup relations. Conferences have 
been held in different parts of the country, includ
ing leaders in business and industry, labor, social 
agencies, and Government agencies. And we 
have made annual reports to the President, copies 
of which have been widely distributed. 

To what does all this add up? Progress, cer· 
tainly; but there is more, much more, beyond the 
Committee's jurisdiction, that needs to be done. 

Now it might be asked: "What can I do? What 
could the. religious leaders, who .assembled in 
Washington, do?" 

In the latter case, of course, upwards of a hun
dred mill ion worshippers were represented in the 
various religious faiths of the delegates to our 
Washington conference-more than half the pop
ulation of the United States! ]t was the Commit
tee's feeling that the leaders of these various 
faiths could help their congregations understand 



the problems that arise from discrimination, and 
could do much to correct it. 

As for the individual who is concerned with the 
problem, it might be well for him to cons ider some 
basic facts : 

The demands of our economy today are creating 
a new economic climate. Negroes cannot .cope 
with 1960 problems by· using 1940 slogans. And 
every American can playa memorable and inspir
ing role in their various communities by.cooperat
ing with the ' schools, with vocational guidance 
counsellors, with parent-teacher associations, and 
with social services and fratern;11 orga.nizations, 
in getting across to . minority youth the message 
about the greater job opportunities that will ar ise 
in the future, and of the necessi ty for these 
minority youths to train themselves adequately, 
now, for these opportunities. 

The statement that there is no use or no purpose 
for minority youths to prepare themselves for jobs 
which are not available now is part of a vicious 
circle. It exists in the minds of many in the 
minority groups and is related to conditions which, 
in many instances, are no longer applicable. 

By focusing attention on the changing economic 
climate, and try helping to provide a pool of 
trained minority youth manpower, we can also 
effectively meet the argument of employers who 
cli ng to the beni"ghted and outmoded concept that 
there is no interested, trained source 'of minority 
youth manpower. We can report to the employ
ers whom we personally know that many firms 
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are changing their previous discriminatory em
ployment pract ices. 

To the parents of minority youth-and to the 
youth themselves-we can offer a note of en
couragement: If they will diligently apply them
selves to obtain the required training, they will 
be able to compete-regardless of race, color, or 
creed-in many of the major job markets of today 
ap.d tomorrow. 

We can focus public attention in our communi
t ies on the moral commitment of each citizen to 
assure all Americans unrestricted access to jobs 
in keeping with their aptitudes and abilities. 

But these are only suggestion.s---everyone re
alizes the t remendous challenge, and, yes, the 
opportunity for moral persuasion-that the prob
lem of job discrimi nation among minority groups 
poses. The problem is a national one, but it is 
only with the help of every American that the solu:.. 
tion will be found. 

Finally, I would like to quote the word.s of Presi
dent Eisenhower, who said of equality among 
men: "Most of us in the United States, as part of 
our religious faith, believe that all men are equal 
in the sight of God. Indeed, our forefathers en
shrined this belief in the Declaration of Independ
ence as a self-evident truth. Just as we strive to 
live up to our fundamental convictions, we con
sta~lIy strive to achieve this ideal of the equality 
of man. We have been making progress-sub
stantial progress- towards that goal ." 



COMMENT 

Rabbi Juliull Mark FrtI. 'ltc~ S. Ha.rntrnt 

The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

A. Philip Ra.ndolph Alfred E. Drillcoll 



Prominent clergymen and lay leaders from mos.t of the 

major faiths in the United States attended the Religious 

Leaders Conference spoitsored by The President's Committee on 

Government Ccmtracts in 'the spring of 1959. "All of t~em proVid

ed invaluable help and. guidance t"o the Committee in its un

ending fight against discrimination and prejudice in the hiring 

practices of the nation's top employers. The prepared talks 

of those who were in1Jited to become a part of the scheduled pro..; 

gram-representing · as they did divergent religious, labor and in- " 

dustriiU areas~1vere particularly inspiring, however, and 

the salient points b"ought out by the principal BPeakers 

will be found in the following pages. 
"'" 

The Editors. 
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Rabbi Julius Mark 

V ice President 
Synagogue Council of America 

A S ONE of the Vice-Presidents of the Synagogue 
fi Council of America, it gives me a great deal 
of pleasure to extend to you the greeti ngs of the 
religious Jewish community of our country, Those 
of us who are affiliated with the Synagogue Coun
cil of America welcome this opportunity to join 
with the churches of our nation in reaffirming the 
religious and moral principles which undergird 
and are basic to the objectives and the program of 
the President's Committee on Government Con
tracts. 

In the unsettled world in which we are living, 
with its fears, its anxieties and its perplexities, 
these principles, rooted in the moral law, and in the 
ethical standards of the JUdea-Christian tradition 
.and American democratic idealism, assume an un
precedented importance and practicality as guides 
to our collective and individual lives. 

Concern for social justice, human rights, and in
dividual freedom is deeply rooted in th is tradition. 
In Jewish religious teaching, much thought is de
voted to those rights and privileges which are mor
ally the heritage of every human being, regard
less of hi s ancestry: the r ight to work, to educa
tion, to housing, to the use of public acCommoda
tions, of health and welfare services and facilities, 
and the right to live in peace and dignity without 
discrimination, segregation, or distinction based 
on race, religion, color, ancestry. or national 
origin. 

At this very moment, a conference of tremen
dous importance is being held in far-off Geneva, 
where the foreign ministers of the most powerful 
nations on the face of the earth have gathered to 
consider how war may be averted and peace be 
securely established. Certainly, particularly on 
occasions like this, ' it is essential for our nation 
to indicate to the world that it is strong. The 
real strength of America is derived from the 
unity of its citizens. Such unity is hardly possible 
when some citizens because of race, religious dif
ferences or national origins are made second-class 
citizens. In America there must be only one class 
of citizenship. 

The rights that belong to every human being be
cause he is a human being, the rights that belong 
to every American because he is an American, are 
the practical expressions of universal brotherhood 
which is basic to Judaism, as well as to Christian
ity, and is expressed in the utterance of the 
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prophet Malachi, "Have we not all one Father? 
Has not one God created us all 1" 

One of the ancient Rabbis of the Talmud once 
was asked the question why all mankind is de

. scended from one couple, Adam and Eve; and the 
reply he gave was, so that no man will ever say 
that he belongs to a superior race or a superior 
people, but t hat all men have a common ancestry, 
a ll men are crea ted by one God. 

All men are made in the Divine Image, they 
have equal spiritual dignity, they are entitled to 
the same rights and are brethren in the sight of 
God and man. 

This teaching of Judaism has been confirmed by 
modern anthropology, which asserts that there are 
no superior races or inferior races. Superior in
dividuals, in ferior individuals among all races; of 
course there are. But that all depressed .races, by 
a change in environment and by an op:portunity for 
education and for proper spiritual and moral de
velopment, can become advanced. 

It has been affirmed by the best in the Ameri
can tradition. the statement in the Declaration of 
Independence, that all men are cr.eated equal, and 
t he Bill of Rights of our Constitution conceives of 
all men as brothers. 

I n the light of these traditions, the Synagogue 
Council of America, and its constituent organiza
tions which represent the orthodox, conservative 
and reformed Jewish bodies, have consistently de
plored the discrimination against any minority 
group, in any phase of our communal life, and 
especially in tlie matter of employment. 

Much of the troubled condition of the world to
day m'ay be traced to such social injustices, as well 
as to the misgivings of large s€ctions of human
kind concer ning the degree to which opport unities 
for decent livelihood exists for them in our present 
economic society. 

In pursuanc€ of antidiscrimination policies 
adopted by the Synagogue Council of America in 
November, 19.44, and reaffirmed on numerous oc
casions by the Council, collectively and by its con
stituent organizations separately, the Synagogue 
Council of Amer ica wholeheartedly supports t he 
active extension of fair employment practices, and 
now again pledges itself and its resources to ad-. 
vance this program until complete inteRration is 
realized throughout the land. 



The Synagogue Council and its constitu~nt or
ganizations will continue to urge the Rabbis and 
the religious Jewish lay leaders in their local com
munities to lend every cooperation to The Presi
dent's Committee on Government Contracts and 
all those agencies responsible for the implementa
tion of American employment policies. 

It is only through the implementation of such a 
program, as a part of the ideals of our religious 
and democratic traditions, that we can hope to 

. evoke the forward vision of American leadership 
toward the achievement of a new world in which 
all men will enjoy the fruits of their labor in peace, 
in dignity, and in freedom. 

Francis S. Harman 

Vice President, National Council of Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America 

I T IS my pleasure and privilege to bring you 
. greetings from The National Council of 

Churches of Christ in the United States of Amer
ica. Thirty-fol!r Protestant, Anglican and East
ern Orthodox communions established this Coun
cil, to do for them those tasks better done jointly 
than separately. However, the Council functions 
only within the scope of its delegated responsi
bility. 

You are here today as individual churchmen be
cause you are to make specific commitments in 
terms of the activities of a single Government 
agency. And so I am somewhat inclined to para
phrase the words of Priscilla to John Alden, and 
say during the day, "Speak up for yourselves, 
John!" But within the area that you have author
ized the Council to speak for you, that is, in terms 
of broad general principles of morality and reli
gion, let there be no mistake about it: within this 
area the Council wishes to speak positively ami 
unequivocally. 

We believe that all men are created in the image 
of God, that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with inalienable 
rights, included among which are the rights to life, 
liberty and pursuit of happiness; that bias and dis
crimination impair these rights. Therefore, they 
contravene the highest Christian ethic. 

Second, we believe in the inalienable dignity of 
mankind. The Council, as your spokesman, be
lieves in human dignity and in its preservation. 
Therefore, anything that tends to impair, to humil
iate, to limit or to handicap the dignity of the 
individual, we deplore. 

Third, we believe in freedom under God, free
dom to work and to worship, freedom to live and 
to learn, without discrimination based upon race, 
or creed, or color, or national origin. 
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Fourth, we believe that human life is sacred . 
Therefore, we deplore any personal habit, any 
business practice, any community taboo, that tends 
to take away from that sacredness of human life. 

Our nation is founded, as you well know, upon 
the accumulated wisdom of the English common 
law, upon Greek philosophy, and upon the Judea
Christian ethic, the Fatherhood of God, and the 
brotherhood of man. 

Today these foundations are being challenged by 
a ruthless and a militant and an evil system. which 
regards the individual liberty as an empty phrase. 
which a,::cepts the thesis of dialectic materialism as 
the be-all and end-all of existence. In these diffi
cult, hard years of cold war, we cannot afford the 
luxury of prejudice. We cannot afford the self
indulgence of bias and discrimination. 

Last week, the-Secretary of Labor, speaking ·in 
New York, referred to ours as an exploding popula
tion, and decl~red that during the next two decades 
it is imperative that we tF3in intelligently and 
utilize wisely our total manpower if we are to 
measure up to the opportunities, the responsibili- . 
ties, and the challenges that confront us today. I 
do not feel that we will choose a low road. My 
concern is lest we accept something lower than 
the highest. 

When I was a student at Harvard Law School. 
I attended · Epworth Methodist Ch urch in Cam
bridge, and I remember the title of a sermon, "The 
Sin of the Second Best." And in the course of that 
sermon the minister declared, "it is not the lowest 
that keeps us from the highest." 

So it seems to me that as churches and as indi
vidual .churchmen we are challenged to be true to 
the highest and noblest that we know, 

Last Sunday, in our various places of worship 
we sang many hytp.ns. May I lf~ave with you one 



stanza of one of those hymns that seems to me to 
reflect what the National Council of Churches 
would h~ve you keep in mind today; . 

o Lord and Master of us all, 
Whate'er our name or sign, 
We o'wn Thy sweat, we "hear Thy call, 
We test our lives by Thine. 

Rt. Rev. Monsignor Paul F . Tanner 

General Secretary 
National Catholic Welfare Conference 

I T IS most fitting that religlolls leaders should 
be gathered together to discuss problems con

nected with discrimination and employment. While 
the Church 'is concerned primarily with the spirit
ual welfa,re of map-kind, it is also aware that social 
and economic conditions can be powerful forces 
for good or evil. 

Eighteen years ago. Pope Pius XII noted that 
upon the form given to society; whether confQrm
ing or not to the Divine Law._de·pends and emerges 
the good or ill of souls, depends the decisiQn 
whether men do actually, in the detailed course of 
their .. life, breathe the healthy, vivifying atmos
phere of truth and moral virtue, or· the disease
laden and often fatal air of error a_nd corruption. 

Before ~uch a thought and ·such an anticipation, 
how could the Church, solicitous for the ·welfare 
of her children, remain an indifferent onlooker in 
their danger,remain silent or feign not to see 
social conditions which, whether one ' wills it or 
not, make' difficult or practically impossible a full 
Christian life. 

It was in such a context that the Catholic Bish
ops of the United States issued last . November 
their statement on discrimination .and the Chris.:. 
tian concept·. The Bishops noted the denial of 

. basic human rights for the Negro. They stat~ 
that this was evident in the fundamental fields of 
education, job opportunity, and housing. Flowini 
from these areas of neglect and discrimination are' 
problems of. health and an assorted train of 
evils so often associated with consequent slum 
conditions 

Our Bishops further noted that our Negro c~ti
zens wish 'economic advancement based on merit 
and skill. They wish _acceptance based upon 
proved ability and achievement. No one who 
truly loves God's children will deny them this 
opportunity. 

I can add nothing to these direct and · "forceful 
statements. 1" can only wish you all success, as you 
try to implement in a "concrete manner the pro
found religious truth that we are all brothers 
under a Loving and Almighty Father, our Creator 
and our Lord. 

The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

PMtor, De",t,,· Avenue Baptist Church, Montgomery, Ala. 

I WARMLY welcome the opportunity to be 
with you on this o~casion because the sub

ject of our discussion has such profound implica
tions of human and 'economic importance. I am 
sure that a. group C?f such distinguished leaders of 

16 

thought will be able to develop ~onstructive and 
lasting proposals. 

Unfortunately, in our nation the moral determi
nation to deal with the evi l of discrimination has 
been neither deep enough nor consistent enough. 



There has been some progress, but even the most 
casual observer must admit that we are far from 
the Promised Land in the area of equal job oppor
tunity. The tragic truth is that discrimination in 
employment is not only dominant throughout the 
South, but is shamefully \videspread in the North. 
particularly in great urban communities which 
often pride themseves as liberal and progressive 
centers in government and economics. 

This discrimination in employment has resulted 
in an appalling ,gap between the living conditions 
of whites and members of minority groups. 

We need not look very far to see the inj urious 
effect that discrimination in employment has upon 
the psychological and moral life of t he victims. 
To deny any group honest work and fa ir pay is 
not only immoral, it. is almost murderous. It is a 
deliberate strangulation of the physical and cul
t ural development of the victims! Few practices 
are more detrimental to our national welfare than 
the discrimination with which the economic order 
is ,rife. Few practices are more thoroughly sinful. 

The churchman who ministers to the poor or 
economically insecure section of the populat ion 
knows well t hat morality is influenced by poverty. 
It is infinitely harder for hungry men with hungry 
children to respect the property of others than it is 
for the well-fed and the well-housed. 

But there is more than poverty which cor rodes 
morality. When an individual is subjected to sys
tematic humiliation, cont empt and r idicule as an 
everyday feature of his life, it is hard for him to 
think of his tormentors as brothers. Moreover, 
under the incessant beating of effective propa
ganda drums, many members of mi nority groups 
become convinced of their inferiority. With the 
destruction of t heir self-respect there follows a loss 
of respect for others and a deterioration of moral 
values generally. 

This fester ing sore of discrimination also debili
tates the white person. It so often victimizes him 
with a false sense of superiority, thus deprivi ng 

. him of genuine humility, honesty and love. It 
causes him to treat his brother as a means to an 
end, substituting an "I-It" relationship for the 
," I-Thou" relationship. At its lowest level, this evil 
results in brutality, and its most inhuman expres
sion in lynchings, bombings, and outrageous 
terrorism. 

It is clear from all of this that the problem of 
discrimination in employment is not merely a 
political issue; it is a profound moral issue. Since 
the Church is the guardian of the morals of the 
community , it cannot look with indiffer ence upon 
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thi~ pressing problem. A religion true to its nature 
must always be concerned about man's social condi
tions. Religion operates not only on the vertical 
plane but also on the horizontal. It seeks not only 
to integrate men with God, but to integrate men 
with men and each man with himself. 

This means, at bottom, that true r eligion is a 
two-way road. On the one hand it seeks-to change 
the souls of men, and thereby unite them with God; 
on the other hand it seeks to change the environ
mental conditions of men so that the soul will have 
a chance after it is changed. Any religion that 
professes to be concerned with the souls of men and 
is not concerned with the slums that damn them, 
the economic conditions that strangle them, and 
the social conditions that cripple t hem, is a spirit
ually moribund religion in need of new blood. 

This. therefore, becomes a grave challenge to the 
Church and to churchmen. To meet it, all churches 
must accept the obligation to create the moral cli
mate in which fair employment practices are 
viewed positively and accepted willingly. We must 
ut ilize the vast resources of the churches and syn
agogues for the many educational functions they 
can employ, and for which they have highly devel
oped skills, facilities and experience. However, to 
possess resources is worthless without the will to 
be effective. The time has come when the churches 
are needed by their people and their nation as 
never before. They, uniquely, can. break the 
deadening silence which engulfs the well-meaning 
white people of the South. 

Everywhere, the white Southerner who deplores 
t he evils of discrimination and segregation com
plains that, to speak honestly, or to employ Ne
groes, or to work side-by-side with them, will incur 
community hostility and scorn. He fears to speak 
or act in the absence of respected company. No 
one fi lls th is need so perfectly as t he clergyman. 
If he speaks out not pnce, not guardedly; but with 
the firm and eloquent confidence that truth pro
vides, a small strea,m of support will grow grad
ually to a mighty river. I have said many times 
that I have faith that millions of white Southerners 
want to end the dying order of discrimination. 
They need spiritual leadership and guidance. The 
churches must provide it because they possess it . 
and have the moral duty to do it. If they fail, his
tory will record that, in this tumultuous era of 
change, the churches were unable or unwilling to 
furnish moral leadership. This would be a grave 
indictment, and must not be the judgment for our 
age. 

While the churches have a moral responsibility 
to create an atmosphere conducive to fair employ-



ment, the Government alone has the power to es
establish the legal undergirding that can insure 
progress. We appreciate that the Government has 
made some moves in this direction. We rejoice 
that Federal Government contracts clearly define 
the principle of non-discrimination. Now it is our 
task to support the government in its responsibility 
to enforce compliance with the law. 

As churchmen, we naturally would prefer that 
men would voluntarily comply with the require
ments of such contracts, but no one knows better 
than we do the problems and limitations of main
taining order and moral growth merely by means 
of persuasion and convincement. Love and per
suasion are virtues that are basic and essential, 
but they must forever be complimented by justice 
and moral coercion. Without love, justice becomes 
cold and empty; without justice, love becomes sen
timental and empty. We must come to see that 
justice is love, correcting and controlling all that 
stands against love. 

Precisely because we cannot endure in love or 
justice the erosion and demoralization to minority 
groups that spring from discrimination in em
ployment, the Church must be the first segment 
in the nation to stand firmly, not merely for the 
enunciation of the moral principle of non-discrimi
nation, but it must also encourage and stand· be
hind the Government when it carries out its obli
gation in refusing or withdrawing Federal con
tracts from those employers who do not in fact live 
up to the letter and spiritof the non-discrimination 
clause. 

The Church must have the courage and the reso
luteness to support the Government when it de
termines to make examples of industries in drama
tically cancelling large contracts where the prin
ciple of brotherhood is violated. For, in refusing 
to operate strictly within the framework of the 
contract, employers violate and degrade human 
personality-and our most sacred trust. 

Beyond this, there is a major job for all of us 
to tackle. We must work for the enactment of 
Federal and State fair employment practices laws. 
The existence of such F.E.P.C. laws, at state and 
national levels, is not merely for economic benefit 
of minority groups. Such laws are essential if 
our nation is to maintain its economic growth and 
prosperity. 

I cannot close without stressing the responsi
bility laid upon leaders of minority groups to stim
ulate their youth to prepare themselves for better 
jobs. Doors are opening now that were not opened 
in the past, and the great cha llenge facing mi-
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nority groups is to be ready to enter these doors 
as they open. No greater tragedy can befall mi
nority groups at this hour than to allow new op
portunities to emerge, without the concomitant 
preparedness and readiness to meet them. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson said in a lecture back in 
1891 that "if a man can write a better book, or 
preach a better sermon, or make a better mouse
trap than his neighbor, even if he builds his house 
in the woods the world will make a beaten path to 
his door." Certainly this has not always been 
true. But we have reason to believe that, because 
of the shape of the world today and the fact that 
we cannot afford the luxury of an anemic democ
racy, this affirmation will become increasingly 
true. So we must strongly urge our youth to 
achieve excellence in their various fields of 
endeavor. 

Throughout this talk I have spoken repeatedly 
of t he need for action in the area of job discrimina
tion. The words are not spoken lightly. I am 
not unmindful of the price that those must pay 
who act. 1t will often be high in inconvenience 
and unpopularity. But we must not allow any
thing to prevent us from making the ideal of 
brotherhood a reality. We cannot be a sheltered 
group of detached spectators, chanting and sing
ing on sequestered corners, in a world that is be
ing threatened by the forces of evil. We must 
work assiduously, and with determined boldness, 
to remove from the body politic this cancerous dis
ease of discrimination, which is preventing our 
democratic and Christian health from being real
ized. Then and only then will we be able to bring 
into fu ll realization the dream of our American 
democracy-a dream yet unfulfilled. A dream of 
equality of opportunity, of privilege and property 
widely distributed; a dream of a land where men 
will not take necessities from the many to give 
luxuries to the few: a dream of a land where men 
do not argue that the color of a man's skin deter
mines the content of his character, where they 
recognize that the basic thing about a man is not 
his specificity but his fundamentum; a dream of a 
place where all our gifts and resources are held, 
not for ourselves alone, but as instruments of serv
ice for the rest of humanity; the dream of a coun
try where every man will respect the dignity and 
worth of all human personality, and men wil1 dare 
to live together as brothers-that is the dream. 
Whenever it is fulfilled we will emerge from the 
bleak and desolate midnight of man's i!1humanity 
to man into the bright and glowing daybreak of 
freedom and justice for all of God's children. 



A. Philip Randolph 

President, International Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters and 
V ice President, AF L-C IO 

W RILE man cannot live by b read alone. 
neither can he live by the things of t he 

spirit alone. For the good and more abu ndant life 
requireth that he possess both bread and the things 
of the spirit. 

According to Matthew XV, 32, J esus Christ ex
pressed His concerl1 about the plight of the com
mon people when He said: "I have compassion on 
t he multitude for they .. . have nothing to eat; 
and I am unwi ll ing to send them away fasting 
less they f aint on the way." 

Such was the apt Biblical injunction wh ich The 
Reverend Monsignor Higgins offered at t he great 
AFL-CIO Conference on Unemployment in Wash
ington, April 8, 1959. 

It seems evident that unemploymen t is not in
evitable; it is the result of economic maladjust
ment. It exists largely either because of a lack of 
adequate knowledge of t he nature of the operation 
of our market economy, excess greed for profi t, or 
the absence of moral forth r ightness to face eco
nomic realities. More and more it is becoming 
increasingly clear that the resolution of t he prob
lem of unemployment is not beyond t he inter nal 
therapeutic capacity of our economy. 

But racial unemployment · is something else 
again. 

Stl'angely enough, thel'e is such a thing as racia l 
unemployment. Few persons · knowledgeable of 
t he problem of race, industry and labor will gain
say t he fact that Negroes are still the first fi red 
and last hired. They are the beneficiaries of a 
full employment economy and they are the victims 
of a deficit employment economy. 

With the march of the revolution of automation, · 
marked by the advance in science, industrialism 
and technology, which is a threat to t he unskilled 
wo,rker--of .which Negroes represent, proportion
ately, the largest single group in our work force
Negroes must acquire, along with white workers, 
new skills through apprenticeship and inplant 
train ing systems, as well as enter approved schools 
for technical and scientific training, in order that 
they may constitute a v'ital and necessary segment 
of the productive machinery in t his Vl:!St nuclear 
revolu tion of today and tomorrow. 

Certainly, no form of racial discrimination 
should be permitted t o, stand in the patl) to prevent 
Negro workers from taking their place. upon a 
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basis of equality, merit, and ability, in our expand
ing. dynamic, and viable economy. 

It is obvious that the manpower of the new 
scientific era into which our country and the world 
are entering will be increasingly qualitative. As 
technology- changes and automation proceeds 
apace with the challenge of the space age, indus
trial job classifications will change, and workers 
will have to be trained and equipped to fill these 
new industrial needs. 

Wit h Negroes constituting one-tenth of th e 
manpower of the nation, the United States will 
not be qualified to meet the Russian Soviet chal
lenge of trained manpower and scientific progress 
unless the total work fo rce of the country is pre
pared with the necessary skills; but this is obvi
ously impossible with discrimination in unions 
and industr y, and even the Government. Thus, 
racial discrimination, which denies Negroes t rain
ing and employment to play their par t in industry 
upon a basis of equality with white workers, is 
committing national suicide. 

E m ployment records will show that discrimina· 
tory policies toward Negro workers, in some in
dustries and unions, constitute a tragic and 
monstrous and costly wastage of manpower and 
possible skills and talents that might serve Amer
ica effectively in its competition for survival wit h 
the growing material might of the Soviet Union. 

The marked disparity in the comparable eco
nomic positions of Negro and white workers, and 
their v ulnerability in periods of economic malad
justment, is clearly reflected in the facts of 
unemployment and income distribution. 

In confirmation of this observation, it is suffi 
cient to point out that during the week of March 9, 
1958, 14.4 percent of the total nonwhite civi lian 
labor force in the United States were unemployed. 
The comparable rate of unemployment fo r white 
workers 'vas 6.9 percent. It is significant to ob
serve that, although only l out of every 10 
persons in the labor force is nonwhite, more than 
l out of every 5 persons unemployed during 
t he above-mentioned period was nonwhite. 

One of the basic reasons for the economic plight 
of the Negro is due. as has been well set forth in 
a report of the National Association for t he Ad
vancement of Colored People, to discriminatio n 
practiced by some trade unions. For instance, 



some Negro workers-and qualified ones-are 
flatly denied membership in some unions. All of 
the railroad operating unions, such as Engineers, 
Firemen, Conductors, Trainmen, deny Negroes 
membership through a color bar in the constitu
tion·. Some other unions exclude Negroes by tacit 
consent. Other forms of discrimination consist 
in assigning Negroes to racially segregated aux
iliary locals, which have penalized Negro workers 
in terms of job limitation, and job progression to 
higher levels of skill and wage differentials. 

Relative to the acquisition of skills, Negroe~ 
quite frequently run into an iron waH of dis
crimination. In most · cities, a Negro boy wbo 
t ries to get apprentice training in the skilled trades 
finds himself blocked, for in most craft unions he 
must have sponsors within the union. · Since there 
are no Negroes in the union, there is little chance 
that a Negro will get the required sponsors. Here 
is a case of a Negro being unable to get a skilled 
job because he does not possess skilled training, 
and he is unable to get the skilled training because 
he has no sponsor in the union, there being no 
Negroes in the union, or the particular union local. 
This is important to note because all local unions 
of a national or international union do not react 
uniformly to the problem of the Negro worker. 

But the whole problem of discrimination against 
Negro workers does not lie at the door of t he trade 
unions. Business is also culpable; and so is the 
Government. 

If contracts are aw~rded employers by the 
Government, which provide that there shall be no 
discrimination in employment policies based upon 
race or color, and Negro workers are excluded 
from jobs by the unions covered by the contract, 
then the employers are just as responsible for this 
condition as the unions that deny Negro member
ship. 

For, in the last analysis, a trade union-if tolQ 
by an employer with a Government contract that 
there will be no jobs for anyone under the contract 
unless any qualified worker, without regard to 
race or color, who seeks a job is given fair con
sideration-will have no alternative except to bow 
to this nondiscriminatory policy, and let down 
its barriers to all workers. 

If the Government were to make it explicit to 
employers that, unless the nondiscriminatory pro
visions of the contracts under which certain proj
ects are developed are observed, contracts will not 
be awarded them and. if awarded, will be. can
celed, the employers seeking the said contracts 
will have no alternative except to bow to this non-
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discriminatory policy of the Government or forfeit 
the business. 

Thus, the problem of racial discrimination on 
jobs under Government contract is tripartite in 
responsibility, involving Government, employers 
and trade unions. 

Racial bias in industry, trade unions and Gov
ernment has ever been attended with raCial unem
ployment and low living standards; if not human 
trial, anxiety, insecurity, fear and loss of hope. 

During the Great Depression, according to the 
National Health Survey for 1935-36, 36 percent 
of the colored males and 28 percent of the colored 
females in the urban labor force were unemployed, 
or were on emergency work. The corresponding 
figures for the white urban labor force were 21 
and 19 percent, respectively. 

Now, the extent to which various sections of the 
population are forced upon public relief is a fairly 
good barometer of their economic weakness or in
security. According to the Unemployment Relief 
Census of t he Federal Emergency Relief Admin
istration, in October 1933 the relief incidence 
among Negroes of the country as a whole was 17.8 
percent, or twice as high as the corresponding 
white rate of 9.5 percent. 

Here then is but a sketchy indication of the dire 
economic and soCial ravages cif raCial prejudice 
upon the Negro worker, the wages of whom are 
the mainstay of the Negro popUlation. Go into 
any urban community today and you will note~the 
enormously .higher incidence of relief grants to 
Negroes over whites which, of course, is the· direct 
result of the lack of economic and industrial op
portuni ty enjoyed by Negroes in comparison with 
whites. 

Unless Negroes acquire greater trade union 
protection, greater scientific and occupational 
training for new tasks to help operate the Ameri
can industrial and economic machine under the' 
increasing tempo of the revolution of automation, 
their economic and social status will worsen, re
sulting in their possible transformation. into a 
slum proletariat-fertile soil for Communist 
dogma. 

Only when all workers, Jew and Gentile, Negro· 
and white, Catholic and Protestant, native and 
f.oreign, work together in the same · industry, on 
the same jobs, uti] izing similar skills, solve their 
industrial and craft problems in the same union 
halls, and build their unions together under the 
same leadership in the true spirit of unity and 
broth.erhood, only then will the American trade 
union movement and American business fulfill 



their historic. mission, enrich our democratic her
itage and uphold our Judeo-Christian traditions, 

Of course" Negro . workers. are making some 
progress, both within industry and trade unions. 
They are winning a new status, but the progress 
is not enough; it is too slow. In an age of nuclear 
change and nEiw problems of space challenge, with 
increasing e~phasis on' speed, the resolution .of 
problems of social and racial justice also must be 
accelerated at 'a higher tempo. Negroes don't have 
the time to wait for individuals to make up their 
minds to be jti::St and fair. The Government, trade 
unions, and industry must move with expedit ion in 
this field of N~gro-white relat ions to help achieve 
economic brotherhood. Our Government cannot 
afford, in · vieW of the impending conflict between 
the gatheringr forces of the f ree world order of 
democracy an4 the slave world order of Com
munism, comp}acently to stand by while one-tenth 
of the populati'on lives under the stigma of second
class citizenshl'p. 

In this grav,e hour of crisis, of conflict between 
the Western democracies and the world of color, 
or uncommitted peoples, the United States can ill 
afford the luxury of indulging in racial discrimi na
t ion and segregation. 

According t9 E~mo Roper, well-known public 
relations and research expert, discrimination and 
segregation, b~ed upon color, race, religion, na
t ional origin, or ancestry do not only constitute a. 

major cost in terms of moral prestige in the world, 
but also a vast economic burden. He estimates 
that..discrimination . and _segregation .in this. coun
try represents a staggering annual toll and cost of 
30 billion dollars. Thus, it is obvious that racialism 
in America does not pay. On the contrary, ' it is 
basically uneconomic, and places into the hands of 
the enemy of the free world, the Soviet Union, a 
powerful propaganda weapon. 

No t:;me is more aware of this than Vice Presi
dent Nixon, whose timely trip through Africa met 
with widespread acclaim, and manifests risi ng 
expectations for respect as well as aid from the 
Uni ted States in particular, and the free world in 
gener al. 

Hence, neither organized business, nor organized 
labor, nor the Government, nor the American peo
ple, can afford to tolerate racial discrimination and 
segregation today. It is not only morally wrong, 
but America will not be able to serve as a leader 
of the democratic and moral forces of the free 
world, and she will not be worthy of t,his respon
sibility and honor, should she fail to clean her own 
house of the sin of segregation and racism. 

The abolition of racial discrimination in every 
area of American life will constitute one of the 
most productive and challenging investments 
which can be made for the moral stability and 
strength of our own country and world democracy. 

Alfred E. Driscoll 

Pre.sident, Warner Lambert Phllrmaceutical Company, 
Morris ·.Plains, N.J . 

To BE SELECTED as the spokesman for indus
. tryon the 'subject of basic American .human 

rights-is indeed an honor. It is of some concern to 
me th3:t industry should need a spokesman to plead 
this ~aus'e. The basic principle of equality of op
portunity for all has been so firmly inculcated in 
my heritage, ·in my political experience and my 
business' li fe . as to become second natu re. . 
. During my first term as Governor of New Jer

sey. we framed a new Constitution, writing into 
t hat dQ9ument for the first time in the history of 
these United States, a "living Bill of Rights." 

The personal satisfaction I felt in the accom
plishment of this Constitution revision-particu
larly its Bill of Rights-was expressed in my mes
sage to the New Jersey Legislature early in 1949. 
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I canr:lOt better state my I>entiment on .the subject 
of equal opportunity, . which is the theme of this 
conference of religious leaders, than to repeat my 
words of more than a decade ago, .addressed to the 
New Jersey Legislature: . 

"We have sought to secure the inherent dignity 
of mankind by the elimination of discrimination 
because of race, creed, color or sex. The best evi
dence of the productivity of your planning is to bc 
found in Article I of the new Constitution, express
ing the social, political and economic ideals of the 
present day in a broader way than ever before in 
American constitutional history . ... " -

"The keystone of our American heritage is the 
importance of the individual person. To support 



this principle wars have been fought and count
less men have sacrificed their lives .... " 

"Neither in our domestic life nor in our inter
national relatiOns can we permit the abuse of fun
damental guarantees of individual liberty and of 
national sovereignty to be used as a means of either 
personal or national aggrandizement." 

"We shall attack prejudice and discrimination 
because of race, creed, cowr or national origin and 
seek to eliminate the cause of these twin dangers. 
By so doing, we will 'not only be promoting the 
common· welfare, but will also be neutralizing a 
major portion of the propaganda ammunition 
presently utilized by the antagonist in our cold 
battle to preserve and improve our American liber
ties. " 

The New Jersey Constitution states what] re
gard as a clear and understandable basic Ameri
can principle of equal opportunity for all: 

"No person shall be denied the enjoyment of any 
civil or militaT1J right, nor be discriminated 
against in the exercise of any civil or military 
right, nor be segregated in the militia or in the 
public schools, because of religious principles, race, 
cowr, ancestT1J or nat~onal origin." 

I am proud of those words which form a basic 
tenet of the Constitution of the State of New Jer
sey. Acceptance of the morality which underlies 
that document, as well as the Constitution of the 
United States with its Bill of Rights, will greatly 
assist us in wiping out the abuses of fundamental 
guarantees of individual liberty which still exist 
in this country of ours. A realization that human 
rights are based on moral law as well as temporal 
law will help us attack prejudice and discrimina
tion wherever and whenever it appears. 

All of the policies of the Warner-Lambert Phar
maceutical Company, including employment based 
on merit alone, have been adopted because we be
lieve in them. The concept of equal job opportu
nity exists not merely as a matter of principle, but 
as a matter of business common sense. We are in 
a highly competitive business. The only way we 
can manufacture the best possible products at the 
lowest possible cost is by utilizing every, bit of 
knowledge and skill we can lay our hands on. It 
would not make sense to let the color of skin inter
fere with our objectives, and it would be uneco
nomic and wasteful for us to restrict our selection 
of employees to people of any creed or color. 

Frankly, Warner-Lambert has no problem of 
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discrimination. Let me explain that point. Ours 
is a highly cosmopolitan organization. Of our ap
proximately 9,300 employees, 3,900 are overseas. 
Our international operations include nations of 
every country outside the Iron Curtain. Most of 
these countries are represented within our domes
tic organization. Our people are long accustomed 
to working side by side with many different races 
and nationalities. 

This cosmopolitan atmosphere has successfully 
prevented the germination of any seeds of d iscon
tent over the mingling of minority groups. Hap
pily, I can report that during my tenure as 
president of the company I have never been called 
upon to arbitrate a question of racial discrimina
tion. We have never been embarrassed by criti
cism of our employment policy in this respect. We 
have never been put to the necessity of publicly 
stating that we have a policy of nondiscrimina
t ion. As a result, this policy appears nowhere in 
the written annals of the company. It is taken 
for granted by everyone. 

The nearest thing we have to a.formalized state
ment of equal opportunity appears in our Em
ployees Handbook which tells new employees that 
they will be judged on ability alone, and that pro
motions within the organization are made solely 
on the basis of merit. It reads: 

"It is the company's aim to identify employees 
of real ability and to encourage their devewpment. 
This policy, coupled with individual consideratwn 
and the performance appraisal system, enables 
every employee to advance according to his own 
capabilities." 

A second factor in our business which eases the 
problem-helps to make it nonexistent-is the 
fact that we are deeply engaged in scientific re
search. That is a field which knows no bounds of 
color, creed, or sex. In our laboratories we have 
Negroes, Indians, Chinese, Japanese and many 
other races and n'ationalities. The respect for 
ability alone is inherent in this kind of an opera
tion, and I know of no instance in which a differ
ence in race or religion has presented a problem. 
One of the fascinations of research is to be found 
in the dedication of those engaged in it as they 
pursue their search for truth. In research, as in 
life, the truth is generally basic. The Bjble tells 
us: "Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free." May I express the profound hope 
that in the days immediately ahead the leaders of 
the world powers will find and agree to those basic 
truths that shall in our time permit us to emerge 
as an international society of free nation~, where-



in the rights of the individual" will be respected 
and safeguarded. 

You may be interested in an experience we had 
prior to World War II which illustrates what I 
mean by the universality of our nondiscriminatory 
policy. The manager of our German affiliate dur
ing the rise of Hitler employed several Gennan 
scientists who were of the Jewish fa ith. For a 
number of years he protected these men in their 
jobs, sometimes at the risk of his own safety. 
Heavy pressure was: brought on him to dismiss 
them. He was interrogated- several times by the 
Gestapo. He was severely criticized, sometimes 
threatened. 

Another example comes to mind. Our corpo
rate audit and systems department works with all 
the other departments and divisions of the com
pany. Those in this department are constantly in 
contact with our managers and others in plan ts at 
our various locations in the United States. Yet, 
the highly successful head of that department is of 
t he Jewish faith and his first assistant is a Chinese. 
At one time or another, this unit has included Ne
groes, Italians, once an Australian, and many 
other nationalities. It is significant that this unit, 
highly cosmopolitan, is regarded within the com
pany as a training ground for top financia l posi
tions in other divisions. Right now, one of the 
Negroes whom I mentioned is working in the In
ternational Division as financial planning director 
at our Morris Plains, New Jersey, headquarters. 

Our Far East regio.,al manager, Charles Chang, 
is a Chinese who escaped from his Communist
dominated homeland. So highly do we regard his 
ability that he represented our top management in 
recent highly important negotiations with t he t9P 
management of several companies in Japan. 
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I have cited the company I know best, not be
cause I believe Warner-Lambert has any better 
record than many other American corporations, 
but rather because I believe private enterprise in 
the United States has made, and is making, prog
ress along the road that leads to our ultimate goal : 
"One first-class citizenship for all." 

As the president of a corporation engaged in 
business throughout the free worM, I am awar e 
(l) that I am a member of a minority group, and 
(2) that our country has suffered a loss of respect 
as the result of intemperate statements and ac
tions by some of our fellow citizens. Intemper
ance in word or deed never leads to the mutual 
understanding that is so necessary if we are to 
solve our problems at home and achieve peace 
among the nations. 

Let me leave you with this thought. There are 
many good jobs avai lable today for members of 
minority groups if they have the skills required. 
All too often, unfortunately, they do not have the 
required knowledge and skills. This bespeaks the 
need for better educational opportunities fo r our 
citizens. Good jobs are vacant for -lack of quali
fied applicants even in many of our cities where 
unemployment is heaviest. Industry must accept 
some of the blame for this situation because it has 
not encouraged our nonwhite citizens to qualify 
t hemselves for jobs on the higher levels. In fact, 
all of us, whether we belong to so-called majority 
or minority groups, must accept a share of the 
blame. With today '5 urgent need for. workers 
with the necessary skills, industry can no longer 
tolerate even the least measure of racial or re
ligious discrimination if our economy is to con
tinue to expand at the rate required to meet our 
obligations at home and abroad. 
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The highlight of the afternoon session of the Reli
gious Leaders Conference was th.e workshop pro
gram, which was set up to develop, imofar as pos
$ible, a grass roots application of the principles set 
forth in preceding pages of this report. In the 
1vorkshop discussions, each of 'which was directed 
by a religious leader-delegate to the conference, ' 
efforts 1vere made to rotate the Questions and 
observations on a geographical basis, in order to 
obtain the different points of view of the many 
delegates who attended the conference from widely 
separated and divergent parts of the country. 

To kindle these discussi01t-8, the agenda of each was 
broken down into two principle key Questions 
designed to stimulate tM thinking of the delegates: 
(1) What is the nature Qf the problem as applied 
to a given community? (2) What can be done 
about it, what are the particular community 
resources available in each locality to' launch a SltC

.cessful, community-wide fight against racial 
discrimination? 

From this basic approach, the various workshop 
groups evolved a pattern of attack against the 
problem which was designed to mobilize the moral 
force of religion in the fight against racial dis
crimination. The reports of each of these work
shop discussions, as presented by their individual 
leaders, f0l!ow : 
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WORKSHOP "A" 
by 

Rev. John F. Cronin 

Assistant Director, National Catholic Welfare Conference 

I SHOULD like to stress three points in t his 
report. First, our workshop felt that, gen

erally speaking, people throughout the country do 
not know adequately the work of The President's 
Committee on Government Contracts. There are 
whole parts of the country where people have not 
heard of it and where people, accordingly, do not 
know their rights under it. 

lt wastherefore suggested, .i! possible, that some 
change be made in Committee procedures and 
policies, one of which being, for example, to pub
licize, state by state, the number of employers who 
hold Government contracts, so that people will 
know their rights under these contracts and be in 
a position to enforce and support them. 

The second point brought out was that the Gov~ 
ernment itself is not doing enough to carry out the 
program of this Committee. Technically, the Com~ 
mittee does not deal with Government employment, 
but a good many people did bring up the poi~t that 
the Government, as an employer, does quite a bit 
of discriminating, and that far too often there is a 
ceiling beyond which it is very difficult for people 
of minority groups to pass. 

But what was sPecifically brought out in this 
regard was the moral issue brought out by Vice 
President Nixon, namely, the feeling that the Gov
ernment is not at all levels sufficiently aware of the 
moral importance of the problem of racial dis
crimination, and of other forms of job discrimina 
tion, and that accordingly it is looking at this 
usually only from a legalistic point of view ~nd not 
from a moral point of view. 

Therefore, the feeling was that the Government, 
itself. particularly the Executive Department, 
should do a great deal more to let people know of 
the moral importance of this issue. 

A third point that was brought up was that this 
religious group should not just meet and disband, 
but that we shouJd continue on various levels the 
work that was begun at the Religious Leaders Con~ 

ference. The specific suggestions for continuing 
the work of this group were along two levels: 
First, a national level, that from this group, and 
others equally competent, there be formed a Reli
gious Advisory Council to The President's Com
mittee, which could help religious groups by giving 
us a forum, a platform, and an occasion to get to
gether so that we could formulate a common pro
gram for implementing religious ideals which our 
leaders so well stated. particularly in the last three 
or four years; and which would come up perhaps 
w ith a kit of materials, a "do-it-yourself" work
shop kit. which would tell religious people what 
resources are available for implementing their 
ideals on a community level. 

By taking the people who came here, and in turn 
forming sub-committees. at the community levels 
and working together, knowing our .resources, 
mobilizing the combined force of religious activity 
in the community, and then arousing public opin
ion, directing activities on the basis of exchanged 
ideas-the · best information from different parts 
of the country-we would have ultimately a uni
fied, mobil ized, organized, religious Voice of Amer
ica, speaking for justice, equality. and fair oppor
tunity for all. 

WORKSHOP "B" 

by 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 

Executive Director, Synagogue Council of America 

I HAVE a real problem reporting to you on 
what Workshop "B" came forth with as rec

ommendations. It is a problem, because, number 
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one, there was an embarrassment of riches, and, 
number two, there is apparently such a widespread 
consensus of concerns, as well as an agreement on 



the strategy for implementirig these concerns, that 
I am afraid I cou ld simply say amen . to Father 
Cronin's report; because essentially what he re
ported to you represents, by and large, the thinking 
of the people who participated in Workshop "B". 

After our people became acquainted with each 
other, I decided to get from this sophisticated and 
representative group of clergy from the three 
faiths, as well as lay religious pe()ple, a fact-find
ing survey about how many of them, before they 
came to th is Conference, knew about The ·Presi
dent's Committee on Government Contracts. And 
[ asked for a show of hands. A good sixty-five per
cent of them felt that they had known something 
about it. I was rather astonished at the propor
tion of the group that said they had not known 
about its existence, and even those who did raise 
their hands and said they did know about it, esti
mated that what they did know could fill a thimble. 

So it seemed to me that this was part of the 
background which we need to establish as part of 
the problem of dealing with the education pro
gram, the fact that The President's Committee on 
Government Contracts, which has been in opera
tion for five years, has not really gotten through 
to this very important segment of American lead
ership. 

Our discussion began in a practical vein.by seek
ing to determine how does one, as a religious 
leader in a local community, find out whether dis
crimination is being practiced in industries, par
ticularly those which are under Government con
tracts. The second line of thought t hat was pur
sued was, assuming there are ways of determin
ing discrimination, what do we DO? What does 
the individual minister, rabbi, and priest do to help 
eliminate such discrimination? 

And so we went into some detail as to a pro
gram of determining the existence of discrimina
tion in a local community. Ana I think both the 
question and the answer were summarized in a 
statement provided by a member of our group, a 
charming lady from Ohio who is a member of the 
City Council of Cincinnati. In brief, it was fe lt 
that ministers. priests, and rabbis are in unique 
positions, both passively and actively. to ascer
tain the degree of discrimination in their com
mun ities. Passively, they are in a position where 
members of their congregations come to them for 
all kind~ of counseling, and in the process of lis
tening to the concerns and perhaps the grievances 
of the members of their congregation. they are a 
ready source for ascertaining whether an indi
vidual r:nember of a congregation feels that he has 
been aggrieved in seeking to obtain employment. 
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Our group thus was of the opinion that, number 
one. however . a re·port comes to you, whether 
through an individual or whether through a group, 
it is the responsibility. and indeed an opportunity, 
for clergymen in individual churches, in minis
terial associations, and in interfaith bodies, to un
dertake as a group to go to the firm which has been 
charged with discrimination, to meet with the 
president of the firm or the personnel manager, 
and in a friendly, constructive spirit see if it might · 
be possible to prev~i1 on their consciences, to pre
vail on their good will, and to persuade them to 
alter their policies in accord with the nondiscrim
ination clause. 

Secondly, it was felt that a very practical way 
of determining whether discrimination obtains 
would be for interfaith bodies to obtain from the 
Department of Commerce ·lists ·of firms which do 
business with the Government; to go over these 
lists and single out those firms which are known 
to discriminate, and then to arrange for such 
meetings with the key people for such an educa
cation process. 

Members of the Negro clergy in the South felt 
that there is a deep undercurrent of constructive 
feeling on the part of white clergy members, of 
ALL the three. faith groups in the South, and that 
what is needed is some stimUlation to galvanize 
them into action, to undertake a program of ascer- · 
taining whether ·there is discrimination taking 
place in their communities, and if. such does ob
tain, to pursue remedial measures. 

Another group pointed out that the remedial 
measures which they would like to see imple
mented wou ld include, particularly in southern 
communities, the creation-not ·just of interfaith 
bodies to deal with these complaints-but the cre
ation of citizens' committees. It was felt that if 
members of the three faith groups, as a body, 
would undertake to call upon the mayor of the 
community, and organize a citywide body which 
would devote itself to this problem, that perhaps 
such a body would be the best instrument ,for 
undertaking a fact-finding study of the incidence 
of such discrimination in their communities. And 
then on the basis of such fact-finding studies to 
propose remedial measures to the heads of the 
industries. 

After the proposal of such remedial measures, 
and after adequate and due consultation, if such 
remedies were not forthcoming, then this body, as 
a representative citizens' group, would feel justi
fied in coming to The President's Committee on 
Government. Contracts and filing complaints, and 



would continue to stand by as a coopera ting body 
with The President's Committee, to -implement in 
terms of public opinion and public persuasion the 
compliance procedures in that community. 

There was a specific suggestion, too, that mem
bers of the clergy are in a unique position to be 
of service to the heads of industries, with a view 
toward helping them in their recruitment proce
dures, and a specific suggestion was made to the 
effect that members of the clergy could guide per
sonnel managers to Negro colleges and universi
ties, to help them recruit able and competent 
young Negroes for skilled professional and tech
nical positions in their firms. 

I want to register that members of our work
shop felt that there was a vast area here which has 
not begun to be explored in terms of liaison be
tween The President's Committee on Government 
Contracts and the national church bodies. It was 
specifically proposed, and approved, in our work
shop that the staff of The :president's Committee 
should establish effective liaison and communica
tion with the three major denominations, with a 
view toward having the national conventions of 
the three faiths put this problem of employment 
integration on the agenda of their nationa"l con
ventions, educating church and religious leader
ship, and having them take action on the basis of 
this education. 

It was also felt that a program of information 
. is needed to be carried out in church and syna
gogue mass-media. 

There was detailed discussion, and I think it 
reflects the consensus of our group, that church 
leadership needs to take an active position in sup
port of legislation now pending before the House 
and Senate in terms of fair employment practices, 
and it was specifically proposed that as part of 
the record of this Conference tha,t a list of the bills 
now pending before the f{ouse and the Senate be 
made available to all of the Conference partici
pants, with the bills listed by number and by 
name, with a brief resume being giveri of these , 
measures, so tha,t the people who came here, when 
they returned home, could work to let their Con
gressmen and their Senators know where they 
stood on this particular issue. 
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It was ~Iso resolved by Workshop "B" that this 
group undertake, individually or collectively, to 
support legislation which would place The" Presi
dent's Committee on Government Contracts on a 
statutory basis, and enable it to obtain the neces
sary funds with which to carry out its responsi-
bilities. . 

There was much concern in our workshop that, 
if the people who are present carry out the pro
gram which they have outlined for themselves 
when they return to their communities, they will 
be imposing an unusually heavy burden on the 
present small staff of The President's Committee, 
and it was thought that everything possible should 
be done to create the base of public support which 
would enable The President's Committee to en
large its staff and to widen its responsibilities. 

There was much concern that the understand
ing which was generated at this Conference not be 
dissipated with people, in order to give them a con
tinued instrument to work With. So our work
shop proposed that an advisory committee, a na
tional Religious Advisory Council, be established 
on a continuing basis, both on a national and, if 
possible at a later date, on a regional basis, keep
ing in mind that The President's Committee, active 
and useful as it has been until now, consists of but 
twelve or fourteen very busy people, and that for 
such a committee to increase its effectiveness it will 
need every possible helping hand. 

Such a Religious Advisory Council, to work in 
collaboration with The President's Committee, is 
an urgent necessity. 

The second recommendation that emerged from 
this group was that there was greater need for the 
kind of "do-it-yourself" kit that Father Cronin 
referred to than perhaps other kinds of more e)!.:
pensive literature. Our people felt they were pre
pared to work, and they wanted a simple mimeo
graphed outline, showing what we can do wheQ. 
we get back to our various communities to begin to 
dig into this problem, and to contribute on the 
basis of a very deeply felt conviction that religious· 
leadership has a central and primary responsibility 
in assur ing that this problem becomes part of the 
American past, and not so much .a part of a worri
some present. 



WORKSHOP "C" 
by 

Mrs. Theodore O. Wedel 

FOr:!!?~ . .P.r~8ident, United Chu.rch Women of America 

A FTER a question and answer period, we di
rt vided into small groups for discussion of the 
question of what can we, as religious leaders, do 
about the 'problem of racial discrimination. "As 
with the other groups, a lot of very good sugges
tions came out. I will give you just a few of them. 

One suggestion was "that the clergy in a local 
community might very well get together on an 
interfaith basis, and arrange meetings with top
level management and union leadership. for dis
cussion of this problem of discrimination in em
ployment. And it is felt that, in such meetings, 
information could be shared, and both union and 
management officials could be given the assurance 
that the religious leaders of the community were 
concerned about this problem, and if business and 
unions were willing to move ahead in breaking 
down barriers in employment, the community, or 
at least the religious leaders of the community, 
would try to support them with community feeling 
that would make this a possibility. 

A number of suggestions were made related to 
young people of minority groups. It was sug
gested, for example, that in the South we need to 
encourage the parents of Negro boys and girls to 
see that their young people get adequate voca
tional training, even though they know there are 
no job opportunities at the present moment in 
their local communities; because opportunities will 
open up in the future, and even if they have to go 
out of the community for jobs at the present time, 
this may be a good thing in terms of waking up the 
local community to the losses it .is suffering by its 
discriminatory practices. 

It was also suggested that the church might, 
in some instances, provide vocational counselling 
for young people if such .counselling is not ade
quately provided by the school system. It was even 
suggested that some churches, in places where 
there is no good vocational training-particularly 
for minority youth groups-might themselves set 
up vocational training programs for young people, 
using the members of the church who are them
selves skilled as instructors. 

It was suggested also that churches and church 
groups might think about providing scholarships 
for able young people; that frequently the difficulty 
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is a financia l one in terms of young people get
t ing adequate training or adequate education, and 
that the church ought to help its own young peo
ple through counselling and advice, not only to se
cure adequate training, but to go and knock on the 
doors of places which have not formerly admitted 
members of minority groups. 

It was pointed out that often a pattern develops 
in a community of assuming that "X" company 
does not employ members of minority groups, and 
after a while such minority group members never 
go there anymore to seek employment. We must 
continue to keep the pressure on. by having. mem
bers of minority groups go with regularity to ask 
fo r such employment. 

The church, church groups and interfaith groups 
might also investigate the situation in their 
local communi.ty as to vocational training and 
apprenticeship training, and we may discover it is 
not llearly as good ·as we think it is, particularly 
for members of minority groups. 

On the whole total question of discrimination in 
employment, it was s·uggested, and this has been 
suggested by the other groups, that meetings simi
lar to this one might well be held on a regional, 
state, or local basis, because we felt a need on the 
part of all of us .and in our local communities for 
much more information on this problem and on the 
work of The President's Committee; that religious 
leaders in a local community might very well set 
up informal groups to hear complaints about 
discrimination. 

It was reported that, in one state, the State 
Council of Churches has set up a committee which 
has offered to hear complaints in this respect. It 
is also pointed out that, in many places, the 
NAACP, which has been so helpful in filing com
plaints, is now being put under a great deal of dif
ficulty, and that perhaps councils of churches or 
interfaith groups may have to pick up and be the 
agency which files complaints in these areas. 

It is suggested that churches may very well pub
licize the fact about employment in a community, 
and thus expose discrimination in business and in 
unions. It was also suggested that there is very 
real need brought out" by some · of our southern . 
members for councils of churches and interfaith 



groups in the South on an integrated basis, and it 
was suggested that national organizations ~ould be 
very helpful to .us here. 

It was suggested, also, that church groups study 
the problems of discrimination in employment, and 
carry their study out in action, surveying the com
munity, using the films that are available through 
The President's Committee, which would be very 
good educational material; and that we tryon a 
national level to get nationwide businesses and 
chains to make national policy with regard to 
employment, which might then filter down to the 
local level. . 

We ought to--all of us who are here and all of 
us who work with our church constituency back 
home--support the legislation that has been talked 
about, making The President's Committee a perma
nent agency; that we ought to write to our Con
gressmen concerning that; and we concluded by 
saying that the job of the church is to educate the 
consciences of people, and to try to create a climate 
in our local communities where this vicious circle 
of discrimination in employment, and all that goes 
with it, can be broken; and the church should start 
by setting its own house in order. 

WORKSHOP "D" 
by 

Reverend A. Dudley Ward 

Secretary of the Board of Economic and 
Social Relations, the Methodist Church. 

W E WANT to express, first of all. our great 
thanks to The President's Committee for 

bringing us together, and for .giving us the oppor
tunity to educate ourselves on the important arm 
which we can use for bringing about social justice. 

The seeond thing is that we respond w ith enthu
siasm to the moral challenge which has been given 
to us, and we believe that it is our responsibility, 
as Christian leaders and Jewish leaders in the com
munity, to take the responsibility of making this 
moral leadership our own and of translating it to 
our constituents. 

Third, some speeific suggestions: First, that the 
staff of the Committee take the questions which 
have been raised here, and determine whether the 
existing lit erature which we publish covers these 
questions directly. Second, that when a complaint 
is filed, there be an attempt to keep the complain
ant informed of the steps which are taken to deal 
with his complaint. 

We want the people to know that there are s ix 
million Government contracts in existence at the 
present time. This requires that lists be made 
available in communities through t he Committee 
and the Department of Commerce. 

Then there was a strong statement made that 
the Committee itself; The President's Committee, 

. ought to give evidence in many parts of the cOlm-

30 

try of its greater sincerity in complying with the 
merit employment provisions in the contracts 
themselves. It was pointed out by illustration 
after illustration that there are evidences of only 
token compliance, and this does not create a good 
public relations opinion of the Committee. 

It therefore was strongly suggested that one 
of the very best ways that good education can take 
place in these United States by the Committee 
would be by some very well and strategically
placed cancellations of contracts. This would do 
education a great deal of good, and also be help
ful in t he work of the Committee. 

A further suggestion was made that we create 
an inventory of the schools, colleges and technical 
institutions training minority persons in lOCal com
munities. and that people in these local communi_ 
ties attempt to correlate these inventories to the 
opportunities which are being made available or 
could become available. 

It was also felt that, since the Government ac
tually is paying for the training for technical jobs 
of many people, especially in those places where 
new contracts are being signed, that it has a right 
to demand that training programs be interracial 
and integrated in every sense. 

The staff of the Committee was requested to send 
to the conferees at this Conference a list of a ll 



those who have attended previous cOli.ferences of 
this sort, in order that we might know in our com
munities the people whom we should contact. 

We emphasized strongly the need of regional 
committees, comparable to The President's Com
mittee on· the national level ;. that we should appeal 
to top management for practices of merit employ
ment in the first ' instance, before going to lower 

echelons in the company. Also, that there be re
quired by the Committee, and that authority for 
such requirement be sought, that, when an appli
cant is applying to a firm that has a Government 
contract, that he also receive, in addition to the 
application form, a notice that this company has 
a Government contract, and that he has certain 
r ights under this contract. 

WORKSHOP "E" 

by 

Reverend J. Oscar Lee 

Executive Director, Racial. and Cultural Relations Department, 
I National Council of Churches 

F IRST, it was suggested in our workshop that 
the Committee could help tremendously in 

educating us to the possibilities of this program, 
and by aiding in conducting similar programs on 
the local level, in which we as religious leaders can 
go back and invite businessmen, community lead
ers, and labor leaders to hold such a meeting as this 
one. 

It was also brought out that in our t.raining pro
grams we have both skilled and nonskilled who 
are not being used. And our problems rest pri
marily with industry and with labor unions in 
utilizing this untapped reservoir. It was felt the 
Committee could aid us by bringing pressure to 
bear on both parties. 

It was also mentioned that this is a moral is
sue, therefore the group that is here probably can 
do the most good when it returns, by establishing 
local committees within our own church and with
in our own denomination, and through this be able 
to meet this problem of discrimination. 

We were also cautioned, and I think well, by a 
Congressman, · that, when we return to establish 
these local committees and to work with these 
other organizations, that we know the individuals 
we are contacting in the organization and whom 
we are asking to work with us, .so we don't get en
trapped in some of the committees that aren't too 
well disposed toward the work we are trying to do. 

WORKSHOP SUMMARY 

by 

Dr. James M. Nabrit, Jr. 

Pres':dent, Howard Unit'ersity 
and 

Member of The President's Committee on Government Contracts 

I SHOULD like to say a word or two about 
some of the foregoing suggestions. One, 

of course, is that there has been· a lack of infor-
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matian about the program of the Committee and 
what it is doing. To some extent that observation 
is grounded in reality. 1 think, however, as far 



as the Committee is concerned, it has attempted 
to use all the media of communication known to us 
to bring to the attention of all of our citizens the 
work of The President's Committee, and I think 
that, first of all,' our lack of knowledge may be' 
specific rather than general. In general, we know 
about the Committee. We may not know specifi· 
cally about , its operation. That defect, it would 
seem to me, ought to have been remedied by the 
discussions we have had in this conference. We 
hope that, as you go back to your communities, you 
will translate the information that you have ac· 
quired among your associates, so that we may 
have an ever.widening area of persons who know 
these specifics about the Committee. 

We, on OUI' part, will attempt to enlarge our use 
of the media of communications, to keep you 
abreast of what we are doing, and to inform others 
of the specifics of the operation of the Commit'tee. 

It has also been suggested that there should be 
support given to bills which have been presented 
to Congress, which have as their objectives giving 
statutory authority for this Committee-which 
now operates by virtue of Presidential order. 

We know the advantages of statutory authority, 
and we welcome the support of the Conference, 
and we shall welcome all of the aid you can give in 
having the Congress enact legislation to make this 
a' statutory committee. We have heard innumera· 
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ble suggestions for im'proving our work, ranging 
all the way from a method by which we may in· 
crease the motivation among minority groups to 
methods by which we may improve the training 
which they may receive, methods by which we may 
enlist the services of the interfaith groups in our 
various communities, in our relationships with 
management and with labor, in order that we may 
remove some of the obstacles that now prevent the 
full realization of fair employment. 

We have heard it truthfully said that there is 
discrimination in Government employment itself, 
I would be the first to acknowledge that that is 
true, but I should say that there has been an overt, 
strong movement o~ the part of Government to 
remove, within Government, discrimination among 
minorities. Any assistance which you can give in 
strengthening that movement, and supporting it, 
the Committee would certainly welcome . . 

As you know, that is not the business of this 
Committee, although it is of interest to this Com· 
mittee, and certainly it is of interest to all 
minorities. 

I have notatt~mpted to refer to everything that 
was said in the reports. I merely wanted-to sum
marize some of those things which seem to us to 
be so basic to the future program of the Com· 
mittee. 
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33 

by 

Vice President Nixon 

I T 'SEEMS to me that one theme runs through 
all of the foregoing reports, namely the neces

sity of not just talking, of not just coming to 
Washington for a meeting and then returning and 
doing nothing; but, on the contrary. the necessity 
of following up with specific action. 

It is our Comm.ittee responsibility, of course, to 
t he extent that our limited staff will allow it •. to 
provide the means and the instructions which will 
be helpful to you and your colleagues in assuring 
a follow-up, And we will do the best that we can, 
and we w ill particularly appreciate suggestions 
that you may have, some of which we have heard 
earlier, and others of which we hope we get by mail 
or otherwise, specifically as to how you and your 
colleagues can be of assistance in your communit ies 
in this great work. 

The other theme to which I would like to return 
in closing also ran through each one of the fore
going reports, and that is that we are dealing here 
with not j ust a legal issue; we are dealing here not 
with j ust an economic problem, but ·we are dealing 
with fundamentally a moral issue. It would be 
presumptuous for me to discuss morality in a group 
of this type. But if I might perhaps put this mean
ing and the greater cause in which we are a ll inter
ested in a larger context, I think it might be a 
proper note on which to close this Conference. 

As I read my newspaper this morning, and as 
you did, I am sure we all noted that the headlines 
were dominated by international crises, apd by the 
economic struggle that is taking place in Africa, in 
Asia and in other newly-developing countries in 
which t he champions of freedom and those of 
totalitarianism are already engaged. The head
lines tell, in fact, of one of the great conflicts of 
human history, a conflict of ideas as well as of men. 

Now, if we analyze those headlines, not only 
today, but tomorrow or next week--or last month 
for t hat matter- we will find that they deal almost 
exclusively with military, politi~al and economic 
power. There is the implication, that if the United 
States and others \vho stand for freedom and jus
tice with us, are strong militarily, stranger t han 
any potential aggressor, that this gives us some 
reasonable assurance against an attack which 
would mean the destruction of civilization as we 
know it. 

There is also the implication that, apart from the 
military aspects of this struggle, if we are strong 
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economically, if our factories can produce at a 
greater rate than the rapidly expandi.ng economies 
of the Communist countries, that we need not fear 

-that they will eventually reach a place where their 
production, being greater than ours, will bring 
us to our knees economically and result in our de., 
feat without war. 

I think all of us realize that there is. of course, 
great necessity for military strength, in view of the 
kind of a world in which we live, and a lso for the 
development to the maximum of the eeonomic 
capabilities of the United States and the free 
nations. But I know that all of you will agree with 
me when I say that we could ~ake no greater mis
take than to present the case of the United States 
for freedom on the same grounds, and in the same 
terms, that the forces of totalitarianism have 
chosen. If we do, we might win, but we would 
deserve to lose, because we have something more to . 
offer, something more than atheistic materialism. 
And that is why this meeting, dealing as it does 
with this very difficult and complex subject, and 
elevating 'it to a moral plane, serves a very useful 
purpose, not only within the United States but also 
insofar as the impression of the United States 
abroad is concerned. 

Let me give you another example to bring home 
the point. I recently addressed a conference con
vened in Washington on the problems of India. 
Several speakers at that conference advocated aid 
for India, such as technical assistance, develop
mental loans, and increase of private capital. 
They advocated that aid on the ground that. if we 
did not help India, it might come under Communist 
influence, and that therefore this was reason ' 
enough, and certainly the primary reason, for the 
United States to help India. 

Now, from a practical standpoint, there is not 
any question but that when you go to the Congress 
to get an appropriation for a program that 'will 
spend money in other countries, there must be 
some justification from the standpoint of nation.al 
self·interest. And there is national self-interest 
without any doubt-make no mistake about that
insofar as our technical assistance, and our eco
nomic program abroad for the underdeveloped 
countries of the world are cOncerned. 

But I have been to many of these countries. 
have been in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, 
and I can assure you that the people of these coun
tries, and their leaders as well, certainly do not 
want to be in the position of pawns in a great 
struggle between one power center and another. 
The people of these countries want progress, tind 
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they want aid, and they would prefer to have their 
progress with freedom rather than without it. 

But on the other hand, it seems to me that we 
could make no greater mistake , than to present to 
the world the case for American interest in, and 
support of, these economic assistance programs 
solely because our own selfish interest is concerned. 
There is a moral issue here--the traditional con
cern that Americans have always had for people 
anywhere who are in want, misery, and disease. 
And by letting the people of India, of Africa, of 
other countries that we aid know that, in addition 
to our national interest, we have a primary hu· 
manitarian interest in' them as fell9w hu"man be
ings. This is in the great Judea-Christian tradi
tion of our nation, and presents a far better, and 
I think a far more accurate, picture of what Amer
icans really believe. I am confident it will cer· 
tainly make a much better impression on the coun· 
tries abroad. 

Now, if I may, I should like to relate that to this 
Religious Leaders Conference. Recently I had a 
very interesting conversation with a visitor from 
Africa. His name was Tom Mboya. He is just 
29 years of age and from Kenya Colony in Africa. 
And of the various leaders of the world who have 
.;ome to my office, and whom I have met in other 
countries in the last 5 or 6 years, he is one 
of the ablest, one of the clearest, thinkers of any 
it has been my privilege to meet. 

He had some cOIT)plaints about some of our poli
cies, but he expressed those complaints mod
erately, dispassionately, in a way that showed 
that he understood our problems, as well as feel
ing very deeply the problems of his own people. 
And when he finished, he apologized to an extent 
by saying, "I trust that I have not spoken too 
frankly and too candidly with regard to my criti
cisms of your policies." Very honestly my feel
ing was this: If ] were in his place, I wonder if I 
could . have been as dispassionate, as moderate, as 
reasonable as he was. 

One thing that he said made a tremendous im
pression upon me. I have heard it said before, but 
never by one who had just taken, as he had, a 
6-week trip around the United states. He said, "I 
don't need to tell you, Mr. ,Vice President, because 
when you were in Africa you saw this (and in 
Asia, incidentally, I ·saw it also) I don't need to 
tell you that it is very difficult for Americans to 
talk equality among peoples and nations abroad, 
and to practice discrimination and prejudice. at 
horne." But he said, "I would like to go a step 
further; after traveling through your country, I 



find that you, have made more progress, and that 
more Americans are deeply concerned about this 
issue, than I had realized before I came." And he 
said, "I think this story should be more adequately 
told than ithas been." 

And I thought that this was certainly a very fine 
statement for him to make. Then he went on to 
say, "But, above all, those of us who live in coun
tries like mine study the development of your great 
nation; and the great principles of freedom and 
equality which we always associate w ith the 
United States have inspired us." And, he said, 
as far as this whole area of discrimination is con
cerned, "I would hope that the people of the Un ited 
States could present to the whole world, and par
ticularly to · this great exploding continent of 
Africa, the continent" of the future, a picture of a 
people concerned to fight discrimination and prej-
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"'udice, not because nondiscrimination pays eco
nomically. which it does, not because nondiscrim
ination in some areas is illegal, which it is, but 
because nondiscrImination and recognition of 
equality is r ight. morally right." 

And this is the lesson i leave to·you. If you will 
go back to yoli r communities, you who .can speak in 
these terms so eloquently, and help to mobilize 
the moral consciences of your com.munities, then 
you will not only help this Committee, you will 
not only help the peoples who suffer from preju
dice, but you will help present to the world what 
we need in the world today-the picture of a na
tion not simply sitting on its missiles, not simply 
relying on its trem~n!1ous productivity and its fac
tories, but the picture, of a nation and a people who 
believe in certain moral values. and' who practice 
them as well as preach them. 
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---~~---- THE RESULTS 



b~ : 

Margaret Garrity, Executive Director 

The President's Committee on Government Contracts 

A S those of you who have read this report 
1"1. will know, the Religious Leaders Con
ference of May 1959 was productive of a number 
of significant and valuable suggestions for imple
menting the work of The ,President's Conunittee 
of Government Contracts. Particularly was this 
the case in the various workshops, where the con
ferees attacked the problem of discrimination 
from a practical" as well as regional level. As a 
result, the workshop leaders were able to pre.sent 
to th~ Committee, at the close of the conference, 
a detailed" program of steps they felt should be 
taken to bu"ttress the Committee's fight against 
discrimination by firms holding contracts with the ," 
Federal Government. 

In summary, these suggestions in
eluded: 

1. Establish a li~ison group or ad
visory council of religious leaders 
from the various major faiths, 
which, working independently of 
The President's Committee. and on 
a regional level, would work di
rectly with management in bring
ing to the latter's attention the 
moral injustice of discrimination. 

2. Mobilize the combined forces of 
religious activity throughout t,he 
country into a unified attack on 
discrimination. 

3. Support legislation designed to 
give statutory authOrity to The 
President's Committee. 

4. Provide the means for educating 
the general public, and particularly 
minority groups, in the functions 
of The President's Committee, and 
in the rights of minority group 
members under Federal regulation. 

5. Prepare a "How to do it" kit of 
materials which would enable 
regional and local groups and com
mittees of religious leaders to ad
vance the work of The President's 
Committee in fighting discrimina~ 
tion at such levels. 
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It is a . pleasure to report at this time that vir
tually all of these suggestions have been acted 
upon in the months that have elapsed since 'the 
Religious Leaders Conference was held. Most 
prominent among the ~uggestions, and the one 
receiving almost unanimou's approval among the 
conferees, was the idea for a liaison group or 
council of religious leaders. 

Since the concept of the Religious Leaders Con
'ference had developed originally from a series of 
meetings between members of The President's 
Committee and a nucleus of five outstanding re
ligious consultants, the latter proceeded immedi
ately after the close of the conference to put their 
ideas into action. These consultants-Father John 
Cronin. Dr. J. Oscar Lee, Rabbi Marc 'Tanen
baum, Dr. A. DUdley Ward, and Dr. Leonard P. 
Aries, of the Nationa l Conference of Christians 
and Jews-met frequently during the summer and 
fall of 1959, and, by January of this year, were 
able to present to the Committee a plan for a Re
ligious Advisory Council to The President's Com
mittee on Government Contracts. 

Under the plan as presented, the Council would 
be composed originally of no more than 20 
outstanding lay and religious leaders from each of 
the major fa iths. With its first members selected 
by the five consultants mehti,oned above, in coop
eration with The President's Committee, the Coun
cil would be asked by them to serve ona voluntary 
basis in their respective communities, and to func
tion as individuals rather than as representatives 
of their various denominations. The purpose of 
this was to enable the Council more easily to shift 
the emphasis of its activities from the clergy to 
the laity. At the same t ime, it was felt that, being 
freed of the necessity of obtaining church approval 
for each of its activities, the Council could work 

. more efficiently, and with far greater chance of 
success. 

At its meeting of January 1960, The President's 
Committee on Government Contracts unanimously 
approved the idea of the Council, and encouraged. 
its spokesman at that time, Father Cronin, to be
gin the work at once of organizing the Council in , 
company with his associates. 

This was accomplished during the late winter 



and early spring, and the first meeting of the Re
ligious Advisory Council was set for M,ay 11 , 1960, 
the anniversary date of the Religious Leaders Con
ference. At this first meeting-which again was 
opened by Vice President Nixon. in his role as 
Chairman of The President's Committee--the for
mal organization of the Council was completed, 
and a slate of officers was proposed and elected. 
As chairman, the Council selected Dr. A. Dudley 
Ward, with Father Cronin, Dr. Lee, and Rabbi 
Tanenbaum designated co-chairmen. 1\1iss DOl·
othy I. Height, Associate Director, Leadersh ip 
Service, of the National Board . of the Young 
Women's Christian Association, was named 
secretary. 

So quickly was the Council able to begin its work 
that, at its final meeting of the sea.son in J une, t he 
Subcommittee on Education and Information of 

. the President's Committee heard from Dr. Ward 
concerning the Council's aims and objectives. 
These were (a) ~ distribute widely among re
ligious groups and communities the many publi
cations available which pinpoint the problem of 
discrirriination, and what can be done about it; (b) 
to mobilize the support of religious groups at the 
community level in the nationwide fight to achieve 
equal job opportunity: (c) to develop interest in 
and support of legislative authority for t he work 
of The President's Committee on Government Con~ 
tracts, and (d) to persuade religious leaders to in'
voke moral sapctions against employers and union 
leaders who fail to implement the concept of equal 

. j,ob,opportunity within. their particular operations. 
.More specifically, the Council-again independ

ently of The President's Committee-gave evi
dence of its intention to carry the fight against dis
crimination to a degree ·that has not ·been possible 
within the limitations of the Government Con
tracts Committee. 

The Committee, under the terms of t he Execu
tive Order by which it was created, has no di rect 
power to cancel federal contracts held by COI'l)

panies deemed guiltY-of discrimination. It can re
fer for investigation complaints of such discrimi
nation, and ask for a report of the findings from 
the particular agency of the Government con
cerned. It can only recommend to the agencies 
cancellation or not as the individual case warrants. 
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With the formation of the Religious Advisory 
Council , however, as a national, regional, and.local 
supplementary force working with-although in
dependent ly of-the Committee, it is now apparent 
t hat the educational activitie;:; of the Government 
Contracts Committee will be tremendously ad
vanced. 

Particularly is this so in view of the Council's 
avowed intention to carry out the other sugges
tions listed at the beginning of this report. For 
one thing, the Council announced its support of 
Congressional legislation to give statutory recog
n ition to the work of The President's Committee. 
For another, the Council set up machinery "for dis
tributing literature prepared by The President's 
Committee, and similar interested groups and or
ganizations, calling attention to the problem of dis
crimination and its effect on the entire nation. 
The Council also has been 'given copies of a simple 
and brief list of suggestions for use at regional 
levels in attacking the discrimination evil, and it 
has made plans for wide distribution of this ma
ter ial through its various church organizations. 
Lastly, the Council's plans call for a series of re
gional meetings in various parts of the country, at 
which the problem of discrimination will be ex
plored, and means for combatting it at local levels 
proposed. 

It is with the knowledge of these definite, con
crete achievements on the part of the Religious 
Advisory Council, ' stemming as it did from the Re
ligious Leaders Conference . reported on in these 
pages, that the members and staff of The Presi
dent's Committee on Government Contracts share 
with the Committee Chairman, Vice President 
Nixon, the belief that the Conference was one of 
the most significant ever convened by a govern
ment agency in Washington. Because t he Con
ference resulted, too, in the various active steps 
listed in t his report- steps which have been and 
are being taken even as this is written-this re
port cannot close without thanking Dr. Ward, his 
vice chairmen, fellow officers, and other members 
of the Council for the significant progress they 
have achieved. With their help and prayers, it 
seems certain that the long and sometimes despair
ing fight against discrimination, in ali its ugly 
forms, soon will end in final and complete victory. 
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An informa l reception prior to the fi rsl program meeting of the Notional Advisory Cou ncil broughl loge,her, a mong others, the following: 
(left to rig ht) Myron 5, Silbert, Cincinnati, Ohio; the Rev. Dr. Richa rd M. Fagley, Commi!05ion of the Churches on International Affa irs; the 
Very Reverend Msgr. Raymond Gallagher, National Catholic Welfare Confe rence; Philip Kosokove, New Rochelle; Joseph Harlom, Hazle
ton, Pa.; Han. Herbert H. Lehman; seA Vice Presid ent Ra bbi Julius Mark; Theodore Smith, United Stotes Committee for the United Nations; 
Louis Wolfson, Jacksonville, Fla. 

Fle mming Confers 
With Three Faiths 
On Welfare Needs 

Hon. Ar thur S. Flem ming, Sec
n::tary o( the U. S. Deparunen t of 
Health, Education and Welfare, 
urged religious leaders to take an 
active role in nationw ide efforts 
to meet the social welfare needs 
of me American people. 

T he Secretary addressed a meet· 
ing of representatives from me 
National Conference of Catholic 
Charities, the National Council 
of Churches and me Synagogue 
Council o[ America d uring an 
all-day consultation held Nov. 2~ 
at the U.S. Departmentof Heal th, 
Educatio n and Welfare. The 
three·fai th delegations met in 
Washington at the invitat ion of 
Secretary Flemm ing to rev iew the 
henhh needs of the aging and 
public assistance to the needy. 

A series of workshops on the 
(Continued on page 3) 

Sign Contract For 
Shehitah Research 

A contract for a research study 
to improve methods of ha ndling 
animals in connection with She
hitah was signed this month by 
me J oint Advisory Commi ttee of 
the SCA and the National Com· 
mu ni ty Rela tions Ad visory Coun· 
cil, and the Armour Researc.h 
Foundation of Illinois Institute of 
Technology. Rabbi Max D. Dav
idson, president of SCA, and Mor· 
t imer Brenner, co-cllairman of 
the J oint Advisory Committee, 

(Continued on page 4) 

MARVIN J. SILBERMAN 

In Memoriam 
T he death of Mr . and Mrs. 

Marvin 1- Silberman of Scarsdale, 
N. Y., who perished in the Pied· 
mont Airlines crash on Friday, 
OCt. 31, evoked widespread grid 
among the delegates of the con· 
sti tuen t organizations of the Syna
gogue Cou ncil of America. Mr. 
Silberman, a National Secretary 
of the Synagogue Council and the 
Il rst Na tional Chainnan of iu 
Sponsors Committee, had just 
consen ted to represent the SCA 
at the Board of Directors meeting 
of the Conference on J ewish Ma
terial Claims Against Germany, 
scheduled [or Amsterdam, Janu. 
ary 31, 1960. Following is the 
Statement issued by the SCA: 

"Wi th stunned and anguished 
hearts we acknowledge the tragic 
loss of our beloved friend and fel
low-off,cer, Marvin 1- Silherman, 

(Continued on page 2) 

Lehman Urges NAC Play 
Role in Restoring Moral 
Strength in Community 

Hon. Herbert H . Lehman, hon
orary cha innan of the SCA Na
tional Advisory Council, decried 
the "decline in the general sense 
of social and moral values" in the 
nation at the first program meet
ing of the newly·formed National 
:\dvisory Cou ncil of the Syna. 
gogue Council of America, T hurs
day, Dec. 3, at the Harmonie 
Club, New York City. 

Mr. Lehman explained that 
those who have been "keenly 
aware of the cnlmbling of social 
and moral values over the past 
decade might almost welcome the 
recen t television im'estigation 
which, because of its shocking im
pact and the widespread popu· 
larity of the medium, served, I 
hope, to awaken many thousa nds 
to the fact that the traditional 
porlrai t of the upright, forward· 
looking American is show ing very 
evident signs of decay." 

Nation al Ad visory Coun ci l 
members from all parts of the 
country heard Mr. Lehman ap
peal fo r greater participat ion of 
lay leadership in religious move· 
ments as "a strong motivating 
(orce, to help restore the moral 
strength of the community." 

T h e Adv isory Cou ncil was 
fonned on Nov. 8 as a means of 
mob ilizing "qualified lay leader· 
ship, both locally and nationally, 
in support of the work and pro· 

gram of the Synagogue Council 
in national and international af
fairs." 

Rabbi Julius Mark, SCA vice
president, presided at the after
noon session which heard Benja
min Lazrus, national chairman of 
NAC, discuss the achievements of 
the Synagogue Council in the 
fields of international relations, 
social welfare and inter-religious 
cooperation. 

(Continued on page ~) 

Named to National 
Advisory Council 

A virtual "Who's W ho" of 
American J ewish leaden com· 
prises the National Advisory 
Counci l of SCA. The following is 
an up· to-date registry of NAC 
members: 

Alfred R. Bachrach. Sta nley R . 
Broff, Ira Guilden, O rin Lehma n, 
J oseph M. Muer, J akob Michael, 
Earl Morse, Max E. O ppen. 
heimer, Maurice Tempelsman, 
New York City; George Brussel 
J r., Elmsford, N . 'I.; Philip Kasa
kove, Charles S. Raizen, Robert 
M. Weitman , New Rochelle, 
N. Y.: R ichard Koch, Jersey City, 
N. J; Philip M. Klutznick, Park 

(Conti nued on page 3) 
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Religious and Political Figures 
React to Evangelism Dialogue . 

The ChriHian·Jew ish (! ialogu(; 
over el'angelism and its implico.
lions for our natio n'S foreign pol. 
icy COlHinued to evoke significant 
reactions in the nation'S press, as 
well as from U.s. Govern ment 
:md religious leaders of the ruajor 
fa iths. 

-:.rhe dialogue C'J.me to public 
;,uention with the publication of 
an anicle in the April 29 i.s:;ue or 
lhe Christian Century by the Rev. 
Gcorge Sweazey in which he 
urged j'rotestants to intensify 
th.;;ir dforts to win Je,,'s to Chris· 
t i~lllity. R<ibbi Arthur Hertzberg, 
cha irman of SCA's International 
,\It .. irs Commission, wrOle a per· 
sonal reply in the Sept. 16 issue 
of the same leading Protestant 
weekly in which he i1sserted that 
increased evangelism among J ews 
wou ld embarras.s both Christians 
and J ews and might even jeop· 
ard ile the image of America be· 
fo re the world. 

Officials in the While Hou~, 

the Sta te Department, the U.S. 
Congres.s, the Uni ted States In· 
formation Agency, and the Cath· 
olic and ProteStant communities 
have reacted with great interest 
to the articles. 

In a lette r published in the 
Oct. 21 issue of Christian Cen· 
IUry, Rev. Swealey denied that 
" there is a new movement to 

proselytize the Jews. There is no 
such mov~ment and the impres· 
sioll that there is an aggres.sive 
new attempt to proselytize would 
surely arouse deep resentmenti." 

He added that "thc nlfice on 
the Christi~Ul .-\ pprollch to the 
J ews of the NatiOllal Cou ncil of 
Churches ... is a t present dor· 
lI!.ant." Re\' . Swcazey lundudcd: 
"Rabbi Hertzberg is right in say· 
ing that the ancient logical di· 
lemmas will ha,'e to have bette r 
solutions than 1 proposed. His 
splendid art icle is a good exam' 
pIe of how to look fo r them." 

The Re,'. J ohn F. Cronin , 113' 

sis tant d irenor of the National 
Catholic Welfare Confere nce, 
poi nted OUt that "proselytizing 
efforti o rten st ir the group in· 
volved to a renewa.! and de~pe n. 

ing o f their ow n tradition. Such 
is happening to us in La lin Amer· 
ica. Such may also be the result 
for th~ J ewish community in the 
Un ited States, cha llenging many 
to re·exa mine and deepen their 
religious he ri tage." 

A White House spokesman 
praised Rabbi H eruberg's article 
as "tbe work of a strong and gen· 
e rous sp iri t," adding that. "the 
President has the highest regard 
for Lhe religious lr:lditions of our 
people. indeed, all people." 

SeA Director Sees Increased Cooperation 
Between Federations and Synagogue Leaders 

Emergence of a "new pa ttern 
.of coopcradon" uctween re ligious 
:md social we]f;jre forces in the 
J ewish community that "may well 
transform American J ewry intO 
one of the most effectively o r
ganized and spiritually vigorous 
communities in j ew ish h i~tory," 
wa~ predicted by SCA Execu til'c 
Director Rabbi Marc H . T illlen· 
b:,um. 

Rabbi T;,nenbaum rel' iewed 
Lhe histoq' of the relationsh ip be· 
twcell religious le;jders and sociitl 
workcrs beron: the 28th General 
Assembly of the Council of J ew. 
ish feder~t ion5 :.md Welfare 
}-ullds 0 11 Sunday, No\'cmber 15, 
at the Fairmont Hote( in San 
Francisco, California. He ad· 
d ressed the workshop o n "Com, 
munity Fcderlnion - Synagogue 
Relationsh ips" together with Ben· 
ja min Rosenberg, Executive Di· 
rectOr of the Boston J ewish Fed· 
e ration. 

"In the 1920s and 1930s," ex
plained Rabbi Tanenbaum, "an 
atmosphere of sharp antagonism, 
mutual hos t ility and suspicion 
prevailed bet\\'~n the R abbi, the 

$oci<tl worker, and by extension 
his employer, the community fed
eration, separat ing them into vir· 
tua] enemy camps." 

Today, however, " the sources 
of psychologiClI d ist,lIl(c ... have 
\)eeu increasingly removed," he 
~Idded , "and a new atmosphere of 
respeCt and trust has been gen· 
crated." The Rabbi and his con
gregation recogn ize the need in 
the community for the special 
skills of the social services and 
both the soci~1 worker and the 
community federa tion have d is· 
covered that "J ewish life today 
would be a spiritual and cuhurill 
orpha n without the pre~ence and 
impaCt of the Synagogue and the 
Rabbi." 

R abbi T anCi,lbaum pointed 
out that this re lationship has reo 
suited in effeCtive collaboration 
in man)' areas of J ewish life, in· 
c1ud ing C<iucation, recreation, so· 
cial and cultural acth'ities. Co· 
opcrlltion on a policy making and 
planning level has already taken 
place in such ci ties as Detroit, 
Chic.lgO, Buffalo and Schenec
tad y. he noted. 

Rabbi Tanenba um .. dded thac 
the extent li nd success of such 
coopcrat ion depended upon lhe 
caliber of "gra~s roots Ic .. dership" 
and th,ll progress could be aceel
erat(:d by sudl a6't:ncics as tbe 
Co uu c:il or ) cw i:d l Fedcr:nions 
" lid Wclfarc Fllmis :lI ll.!lhe Syna. 
gogue Council of t\meri<.~, and its 
conuituent org-dnization,s. 

Anlong the collat..><)r;uive activi
ties that thcse nalion,,] 'Igencies 
could promote 3re: st imulating 
lo)'alties to a tota l community 
$lructure and to the Spngogue; 
pro"iding skill~ ;lUd resources in 
staff, publicatiol1s ami community 
progra ms; the training of e ff~c· 

t ive community and Synagogue 
leadersh ip; the t:stab lishmcnt of 
:1 "wmmunity.wide climate that 
would insist on a thorough J ew. 
ish cd uciltion and some com mit· 
mcnt to J ewish relig ious prac
tice~ as critl: ria for public posi. 
tion," :lI1d the restori ng of the 
lIobler mOtivat ions of "T zeda· 
k~h" to replace the prcI-Cn t all 
tOO . \'ulgar fund .ra ising cam· 
1l<ligIl5. 

Kramer, Berman Named 
Committee Chairmen 

Charies t'. Kr:ml(:ro( Ntw York 
City (UA HC), former officer and 
member of SCA for tWO decades, 
has been designated chairma n of 
Iwth the Constitution and Nomi· 
nations committees of the Coun
cil. i\-lr. Kr<llller. who tell ycan 

H. BERMAN 

ago as cha irman of the: SC.<\ Com· 
mi tlee: on Soope:, helped re:OfJp ll ' 
ize the SCA progrnm. ha~ rece ivcd 
a m:lIlda te to review th(; constitu· 
t ion and nominations procedurcs 
of the ·Council. 

Herbert Berman of ·Fa: Rocka· 
wa)', N. Y .• (UOJCA) SCA record· 
ing secretaT)', bas been appointed 
national cha irman of the Federal 
Inst itutions Committee of the 
SCA. His commiuee is charged 
with reassessing the SCA program 
of pro"iding cha plains and rel i· 
gious articles to Federa.! correc· 
tional institutions. 

George Allell, director of the 
U.S. LA. decl~red " .. . i t does 
strike me as highly sal utary that 
this kind of rational dialogue is 
being C' .. rried on." 

H undreds of copies of Rabbi 
Hertzberg's article have been or· 
dered by commu nity rela tions 
councils and Tilbbis from all par ts 
of the na tion for use in inter
religious programs, for Syna
gogue i1dult eduC<ltion programs 
and for college students. 

~larvin Silberman 
(Continued from page 1) 

and his cher ished wife, Ruth. 
whose sudden deaths leave a detp 
and painful \'oid in American 
J udaism. As the first National 
Chai rman of the Sponsors Com
mittee, and as a recently elected 
Secretary of the Synagogue Coun. 
cil of America, Marvin left an in· 
delible imprint on our people 
and our faith. H is gentle spiri t. 
his wisdom and statesmanship, his 
devotion and beneficence endear· 
ed him to every branch of J uda
ism wi tllin the Council. The 
office rs and de l~gate$ and the 
National Advisory Counci l of the 
Synagogue Council ex tend heart
fe lt condolences to the bereaved 
fami.lies of Marvin and Ru th. In 
their sorrow may the Almighty 
comfort them with a ll who mourn 
among the Household of Israel." 

An approprIate memoria l trib. 
ute to Marvin and Ruth Silber· 
man is being planncd by the 
Synagogue Counci l. 



Rabbi Theodore Adams, Benj. Lazrus 
Named to German Claims Conference 

RABBI T. L. ADAMS 

Ruubi T heodore L. Ad:lIllS. 
fO flllcr SeA president, and Ben ja
min Lanus, Cha irman of lhe SeA 
Nationa l Ad\·jsory Council, have 
ucell appoiuu:d official SCA rep
resent;Hives to the Board of Oi
rCC;lOrl> or lht' Omrf'Tt'nn : on J ew. 

ish ~hteri:ll CI:lims AgainSt Ger
m'In )', The Conferenct is d larged 
wilh the rcspousibiJity o( a llocat
ing Gennan fun ds to sun' ivon. 

The Board meeti ng w ill bt: 

J anua ry 
29 through February 2, 1960. 
Rabbi Adams will represent the 
Synagogue Council on the Ex.ecu
t ive Committee of the Cbims 
Confercllce. Prt:SCIlt SeA repre
sentatives succeed Samuel Roth
sccin, former seA treasurer, ancl 
l\'ioses 1. Feuemein, president of 
the Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of .'''merica, both 
of whom represented the SCA 
with distinction. 

seA Across The Nation 
Workshop for Peace: Former 

SCA Preside nt Rabbi Abraham J. 
Feldman, Hanford, Conn ., dis· 
cussed interreligious cooperation 
for p~ace at a workshop of the 
UA HC conventio n, Nov. 18, in 
Miami Beach, Fla. Rabbi Feld· 
man d rew on his SCA experience 
in cooperation with the National 
Council of Church~5 and the Na· 
tion;!l Ca tholic Welfare Council 
10 explain the "issues that unite 
and the i.~s u es that dh·ide:· 

Fcllo",·ship Dinner: SCA vice· 
president Rabbi Uri Miller 
(RCA), Balt imore, addrened on 
Ikc. 2 the Fellowsh ip Dinner of 
the Synagogue Council and the 
Boa rd of j ewish Ministers of 
G reater j\·lont rea l, the two orgim · 
iu tions that form part o( the R e· 
ligious Wel(are Commit tee of the 
Canadian j ew ish Congress. 

Narcotics Control: R abbi Mor· 
ton Leifman (RAA) has been des· 
igmHe<.t to represent SCA on the 
Ad Hoc Committce for a Narcot· 
ics Foundation. 

Centennial Commission : SCA 
President Rabbi Max D. David· 
son has accepted the invitat ion o f 
,\h jor Cenera l Ul)'sses S. G rant 
III , Chairman of the Ch' il War 
Ccntennial Commission, to serve 
on the $Cven·member Religious 
Coopera tive Council of the Com· 
mission. The Rel igious Coopera. 
tive Council ",,'ill assis t in the 

p lann ing of the rdigioul aspects 
of the forthcoming five·yeilr cen· 
tennial of the Civil War, sched· 
uled to begin e~ rl y in 1960. Rabbi 
£dg:H F. Magnin of Los Angeles 
has ~ccepted LO serve ilS one of the 
fou r honorary members. 

Religion in Schools: A confer· 
ence on reassessment of policies 
on religion and the public schools 
is be ing held by the j oint Advis· 
ory Comm ittee of the SCA and 
the National Community R ela· 
tions Advisory Council December 
U·15 at the Stephen S. Wise Con· 
gress House in New York City. A 
repor t of the conference will be 
published in the next issue o r 
H IGHLIGHTS. 

Roy Scouu: The Synagoglle 
Council of America, in a state· 
ment issued on the Fiftieth Anni· 
versary of the Boy Scou ts of 
:\ merica, deKri bed ··the Boy 
Seout mo"ement as a major fa ctor 
in strengthening the moral fiber 
of American li fc." 

"Now more than ever," the 
statement added, ·'whcn one 
moral criSIS after another con· 
frO IllS a confused ,,:orld , rever· 
cnce fo r God and respect for 
neighhor must underlie e"ery ap· 
proach and all human relalion· 
ships, if the world and human 
values are to survive." 

Religion : Cardina l Spellman, 
Rev. Dr. Eugene Blake, former 

BEQUEST FORM FOR SeA 
For those ",·ho wish to ind ude the Syna«ope Council of 

AmericII in their will,;., the followin;: is sug«e.;ted (or the p id· 
IInce of tU II110rs ond the a ttorneys who a id in the prepllr lltion 
of their willi: 

I ,il'e anll lH!qlleath 10 the SynaKo~lIe COli neil 0 / Anterico, 
Ine., o/ the Slate 0/ N_ York, Ihe aunt 0/ $ ............ ......... .... . 
1o Ihe li se o/the general purpuu:. 0/ the program 0/ lIae Sync
I"oglle COII /!eil 0/ America. 

Executor. are advised tbat the Syual"oJ"Ue Counci.l of 
America mllY ::11110 qual ify for gt"lUl tli from residuary estate, or 
"bro:.d" les:acie-s where the test::ltor eXprelileli the intention 10 
donAt.: 10 the promotion of J ewish re li , ioull uni l,., 

Flemming Confel·s 
(Con tinued from page I ) 

confere nce topics was conducted 
by the Very R(.:v. i\h gr. Raywond 
Gidl;lgher of the C,nholic Chari· 
lic5. Rev. William Vill~ume of 
tht: Nationa l Council of Churche$ 
and Rabbi Mlt rc H . T anenba um, 
SC.·\ cxeculi,·e director. Dr. Her· 
nard Lander, Chai rman of the 
SCA Commission on Family and 
Youth Welfare and Rabbi Uri 
i\ l ilkr of Balt imore, SCA vice· 
president, he3ded the SCA dele· 
gation . 

The SCA delegation included 
Phil ip Bernste in, execu th'e di rec· 
[Or of the Council of jewish Fed· 
era tions and \Velfare Funds 
(CJFWF), Morris Zelditch, CjF 
Wf di rector of social pla nning, 
and Sidney Hollander of Balti· 
morc, past CJFWF presiden t; 
Rabbi Roben 1'. J acobs of Olh'· 
t n e, M issouri ; J udge Nathan iel 
Ely and Isaac franck of Wash· 
ington, D. C.; Rabbi David Pan· 
iu of Pa terso n, N. J.; R abb i AI· 
bert Schwartl o( Perm Amboy, 
N. J. and Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
of Washington, D. C. 

A meeting o( the threc·faith 
groups is sched uled for Feb. 2 in 
New Yorl:. City to discuss the 
dTilfting of a joi nt statemenl on 
residence requirements for pub· 
lic assistance. 

president of the Nation:ll l Coun· 
eil of Churches, and Rabbi Max 
D. Davidson, SCA president, 
joined in commending R eligion 
in America n Life (RIA L) on its 
I I til annual campaign to ino-ease 
worship attendanceatal! churdles 
and synagogues. 

The SCA statement praised 
R IAL "for the ex traordinary con· 
tribut ion it has made in fostering 
a dt:cpened se nse of commitmen t 
0 11 the part of America ns of all 
faiths lO thei r Houses of wor· 
ship." RIAL is a nonsectar ian 
movement sponsored by a lay· 
men's committee composed of 
membeu of the major faiths and 
supparlt'd by 24 national reli· 
giouli bodiel. 

Advisory Council 
(Continued from page I) 

Forest. Ill. j acob M . Arvey, 
Na than Cummi ng~, Chicago, 111.; 
Edward H . Benensolt, Stamford; 
H erma n G. H andmaker, Lou is
ville, Ky.; David Silver, Augusta, 
Ca.; j acob Blaustein, j oseph 
Meyerhoff, Baltimore, Md. 

:\Iso : Samuel H . Daroff, Harry 
S. Sylk. Philadelphia, I'a .; In'ing 
Fain, Pa wtucket, R . I.; Dewey D. 
Stone, Brock ton, Mass.; Abraham 
B. I)olimky. San Diego, Ca lif .: 
Benjamin H . Swig, Sa n Francisco, 
CaliL; Samuel W . Banowit, Bev. 
erl~ H ills, Calif. ; i\1 yron S. Sil· 
bert, Cincinnati, Ohio; Louis .E. 
Wolfson, J aCksonville, Fla .; Mose 
11-1 . Feld, Houstoll, T tXJ5; j oseph 
Harlam, H azleton, Pa.; Benjamin 
S. Ka tz. Milwaukee, Wisc. 

i\-l ichae! M . Nisselson of Ntw 
Rochelle, N . Y. , is consultant 
to the ad visory council and Irv ing 
Workoff of New York City, is 
d irector of development. 

Lehman Urges 
(Continued from P~ge I ) 

Rabbi r-.-rax D. Davidson, SeA 
President, described the progra m 
of the org~ nization, pointing out 
the need for creating an '·inven· 
tory of experts" to auiu the Syna. 
gogue Council in such vital areas 
of national concern as foreign af· 
fai rs; famil y, marriage and youth . 

Guest speakers included the 
Very R e v. 1'.lsgr. R aymond C al· 
lagher of C!c"e!and, of the Na· 
tional Catholic Welfare Confer· 
ence; tht: Rev. Dr. Richard M. 
Fagley, executive seo-Clary of the 
Commission of th e: Churches on 
International Affa irsof the World 
Council of Churches and the 
fnterna t iona l Missiolluy COUll. 
cil; H arry W. Seamans, ch ief liai· 
son officer of thc Office of Public 
Service in the State Department: 
and Theodore Sm ith, exccutive 
di rector of the U. S. Comm ittee 
fo r the United Nations. 

Rabbi Arthu r Hertzberg of 
.Englewood, N. J., chai rm~ n of 
the SCA International Affairs 
Commission, and Rabbi Marc H. 
Tanenbaum,SCA executive dirtc· 
'or, addressed the e\·ening session. 



SCA Agencies To Take Part in 1961 

White House Conference For Aging 
RADIO-TV-FILMS 

In preparation for the 196 1 
Whitt House Conftrence on 
.-\ging. all SeA agencies will be 
canvas.scd for reports on their ac
tivities and studies on aging in 
the local conununitii,:$. These 
findings will be in(Orporated into 
\'arious papers to be delivered at 
several of the workshop sessions 
lmd will have a bearing on the 
recomme ndations emerging frow 
the sessions. 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, 
seA executive director and (0-

cha irman of the Plann ing Com
mittee on Religion, at a recent 
meeting, recommended surveys 
by all three faith s. Papers based 
on these surveys would offer a 
unique contribution to the field 
of aging, he asSt:rtcd. Such pap~rs, 
wrillen in depth, with iI philo
sophical and historical back
ground. could be UsM by semi
naries, libraries, Government and 
various organizations concerned 
with the problems o( aging to pro
vide insighu into the role of re
ligion in this vita! area, he said. 

Some of the topia to come un
der discus.sion at the work.shop 
ses.sions will be: dtepening the 
possibility of spiritual growth of 
the aged; strtssing the role of the 
congregation in shaping atti tudes 
towa rds older people; creating 
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new services to mee t the needs of 
the aged; bri nging religion into 
the lives of older people in insti
tutions; and developing a new 
program in the congregations in 
relating to the older people on 
a person to person basis, both in 
the ir homes and institutions. 

Approximately 3,000 delega tes 
are expeCted to take pan in th! 
conference. Thev wi!1 be div ided 
into 20 sections ~'ith (our or five 
workshops in each seCtion. Pres· 
Cnt plans provide for 150 dele· 
gates fo r each section . The con· 
fen;nce is scheduled to take plac.:' 
J anuary 9· 12, 1961 , in Washing. 
lOn, D. C. 

seA Materials 
The foll owing SCA mate· 

rials may be ordered from 
Synagogue Council of Amer
ica, Suite 628, 110 West 42nd 
Sueet. New York !6. N. Y. 
Gir l Scout Award 

Requirements Booklet .2S 
Girl Scout i\'lenorah Pin 250 
fi ve·year J ewish Calendar . IS 
Sabbath Auendance Chart 
[or Junior Congregations free 
UN Pra)"!:r Card free 
labor·;\ lanagement 

Relations Statement f ree 
"To Belie\'e and to W ait:' 

a J ewish statement 
on evangelism .15 

"The Et. rnal light," the NBC 
radio network program of the 
J ewish Theological Seminary of 
Amcricil., featufrd a broadcast 
statement by SCA P~s ident , 

Rabbi i\'Ia" D. Davidson , on De· 
cember 20th. 

NCC 
"Pilgrimage," the N~tion al 

Council of Churches' official net
work radio program, featured a 
discussion on "Religion in the 
Public Schools" brt\,'een Dr. R. 
Lanier Hunt, Director of NCG's 
Department of Christian Educa
tion, and SCA Executive Director, 
Rabbi Marc H . Ta nenbaum, o n 
its Drcember 6th broadcast over 
the American Broadcasting Com· 
pany's network.. Quincy Howe, 
nOle"'; veteran Ht:W~ (Olllwentatol', 
Wil.5 the moderator, and Milton 
Cross the announcer. 

Radio Chapal 
A schedu le of speakers for the 

Sunday Rad io Chapel, broadcast 
by WOR·Mutual, was arranged 
by the Synagogue Council of 
America during November. 
Speakrr5 included Rabbi Morton 
Lei rman . assistant director of the 
Rabb inical Assembl y of America 
(Nov. 15); Rabbi Israel Klavan, 
e )(ecutin: secre tarv of the Rab
binical Council of 'America (Nov. 
22): and Rabbi l\·fordec.ai Wil.X
ma n. spiritual leader of Temple 
Israel, Great Neck, N. Y. (Nov. 
29). 

Shehitah Research 
(Continued from page I) 

$igned the agreement. 
The SCA was a~thorited by. its 

constituent agenCies at a meeung 
Nov. I I to serve illi depository of 
runds for the ~seil.Tch projrct. 

Rabbi Emanuel Holzer, coordi
na tor of the Shehitah defense 
program of SCA and the NCRAC, 
reported that the internationally 
renowned institute would under
take an intensive scientific analy. 
sis of methods of handling ani· 
m:lls in preparation for Shehitah 
and compare them with non-She· 
hitah methods. On the basis of 
its findings the Institute would 
dev ise new methods in terms of 
humaneness and practicability. 

Should the research disclose 
more humane methods of restrain
ing an imals before Shehitah than 
those now in use, the J ewish or
ga nizations would recommend 
that their methods be modified 
accordingly. They asked however, 
that any legislation enacted de· 
fine ~ I $ humane the methods 
found to be humane by the study, 

just as the act of Shehitah has 
been defined. as humane by Fed· 
eral law and most state laws. 

I t was also reported that action 
by J ewish organizations prevent
ed or postponed ad\'erse legisla. 
tion on Shehitah in 10 of the 15 
SlateS where such legislation was 
introduced last year, and suc
ceeded in making some revis ions 
.n legislation which passed. 

Representatives of J ewish or
ganizations il.sk.ed postponement 
of state action o n Shehitah, where 
such laws were being considered, 
unti l completion of the studies. 
They also asked that if a state la ..... 
should be enacted, it should fol · 
low the federal law in defining 
Shehitah as a humane me thod. 

In the meantime the J oint Ad
visory Committee is intensifying 
its program of education and in· 
terpretation of the significance of 
Shehiuh as iI. ~Iigious observance 
And its humanenes.s in a method 
of slaughter. 

SCA Chairman 
R abbi David H . Panit~ , Spirit · 

ua l k .. der of T emple Emanuel, 
l'atCI":;OIJ, i'\o.:w J ersey, and for

merly of Washington, D. C., has 

been appointed Na tional Chair· 

man of the SCA Broadcasting. 
Television·Film Commission. 

As Chairman of the Nationi!.l 

Commission. Rabbi Panit.z will 
be responsible for coordinating 
the common interests of the Con· 
serva tiv::" Orthodo)(, and Reform 

Rabbinic and Congrcg:nional il S' 

sociations ill the field of maS$ 

communications, embracing ra· 

dio, television and motion pic· 
tures. 

" SWEET" WAY 
TO SAY 

HAPPY CHANUKAI 

• Dell,bl!lil HleetloM ol 
mdio-darlr. or mlllI eilocolllw 
mlnJatul"Cl: or POI"' 
FruJw and Nuw, 

• AlIlIroorlat, ""ortn:lenta 
for .,julta and tbUd~ 
for ~..,. JtwWI bollda,. 
Write for baUd..,. brodl~"', 




