*
AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
G406 4 b

% «

é’% +'O

7 S S
3>y

THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

Preserving American Jewish History

MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection, 1945-1992.
Series C: Interreligious Activities. 1952-1992
Box 11, Folder 13, Auschwitz - Carmelite controversy, 1987-1988.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(513) 221-1875 phone, (513) 221-7812 fax
americanjewisharchives.org



“to the world

ONFLICT OVER THE ESTAB-

lishment of a Carmelite con-

vent at Auschwitz—Ilike the

reverberations of John Car-
dinal O'Connor’s recent visj Is-
rael—illustrates boch rha:;:l?m
th@lﬂtility of certain critical ques-
tions at 1ssue between the Roman
Carolic Chue.and che Jewish com-
munity. That both of these potentially
explosive conflicts appear to have been
resolved is a demonstration of the
progress that has been made in Cath-
olic-Jewish understanding in recent
decades and a tribute to interreligious
diplomacy among both Jewish and
Catholic leaders.

In both situations, the AJC played
an active role, since it is in the area
of interreligious diplomacy thac the
AJC srm?%—la&s’hi—p haye made a
major contribution over the years. The
flare-up around O’Connor’s trip was
heated, but quickly resolved.

However rankled Jewish leaders
may be by the Varican's refusal to ex-
tend full and formal diplomatic rec-
ognition to Israel, they understand
that the Cardinal was bound by church
policy. However painful his reference

ews believe it w

iciously intended
e convent at Auschwitz is an-

other, much chornier issue. The es-
- —— -

tablishment of the Carmelite convent

at the site of the cam whose name

icausy_for Jews. arousecl impas-
sioned feelings among the Jewish com-
munities of Europe—particularly
survivor groups—and touched a vari-
ety of religious, ethnic and nartional
nerve endings. Embedded in this tan-
gled web are competing and conflict-

, still unreconciled views
of how Tthe victims of Nazism should
be mrm_g__naﬁiéa’.

The—Jewish communities of Bel-
gium, France and Iraly led the fight
against the convent—thus demon-
strating a point made by Tullia Zevi,

Judith Hershcopf Banki is Associate Di-
rector of the AJC's Interveligious Affairs
Department.

nual meeting: the Jews of Western
Europe now consider themselves to be
a third center of Jewish life, along with
Israel and the United States.

Even so, the AJC played a signifi-
cant role in the developments through
its interreligious, international and
ethnic contacts in the United States
and abroad. AJC staff and leaders

transmitted Jewish concerns to mem-
bers of the church hierarchy in Poland
as well as in Western Emd
suggestions for programs to deepen
Catholic-Jewish understanding, and
worked to keep channels of commu-
nication open.

The origins of the convent remain
unclear. In_1984 the Carmelites of
Krakow were given permission by the
Polish government to occupy a build-
ing on the outer edge of the camp.
ng on T3¢

—

Originally intended as a theater, the
building was used by the Nazisto store
supplies, particularly the Zyklon-B
gas used in the gas chambers. ™
Jews were neither consulted nor in-
ormed about this 5&15&;‘.11'@ only
learned about the convent the follow-
ing year, through the circulation,
elgg_m‘_f a fund-msmg brochure
y an | organization called “Aid to the
Church in Distress. € brochure
alled the convent Gatholics' gift to

tEe Pope . . ." claiming "1 E Car-
rmelites do penance for us who are still

wve,” reterred to “the victorious
power of the Cross of Jesus,” and pre-
dicted the convent would become “a
spiritual forcress, a token of the con-
version of brothers from various coun-
tries who went astray.

Thesé “triumphalist formulations
drew the obﬁmns and
Jews alike. The Christian members of
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“What is at stake is the question of bow the Holocaust is to be remembered.”

the Amitié Judéo-Chrétienne (Jewish-
Christian Friendship Society) of France
strongly criticized the fund-raising
tract.

Similar criticism came from a va-
riety of other Christian sources, rang-
ing from members of the Roman

— Catholic hierarchy to Catholic and

Protestant laypersons. Cardinal De-
courtray of Lyons, France, declared:
“It is the attemprt ro rocally extermi-
r%wwh'
of which Auschwitz is che symbol.

! Such amfiction and suffering has con-

/

hundreds of thousands of non-Jews
who were murdered there “deserves to
be_preserved in piery.” But, he noted,
“their murder was perpetrated as an
‘extra_measure’ . . . a matter of sub-
Je{.'tl_g_ the non-Jews to facilities
which were installed for the working
out_of the Final Soluuon. In truth,
Auschwitz, with its gas chambers and
its crematoria, was conceived, con-
structed and put to use solely for the
exterminati ews . . . Noris
it possible to forget that che Final So-
lution succeeded in part: six million

férred on the Jewish people, through | Jews slaughtered; the total disappear-

its“Thartyrs, a particular dignity that
is quite properly its own. And to con-

ance of Judaism in Poland.”

struct a convent at Auschwitz would, F™™~

for me, impinge upon that dignity."”
~The intensity of the Jewish re-
sponse—which was virtually unani-
mous—apparently caught Cardinal
Macharsky, archbishop of Krakow, in
whose ~diocese —Auschwitz-Birkenau
falls, off balance. A church leader sin-
cerely interested in Christian-Jewish
rapprochement who visited and was

profoundly moveg_h;m,h\ﬂrn, he
viewed the convent as an act of rec-

oncili ;_to Jews it was an act of
@Eﬁmgnatliﬁ.) The ensuing contro-
versy focused attention on the mean-

ing of Auschwitz for Poles as well as
for_Jews. In an article 1n the Polish

atholic weekly Tygodnik Powszechny,
editor Jerzy Turowicz emphasized that
Auschwitz "is also a symbol of the
martyrdom of the Polish people dur-
ing the Nazi occupation,” and asked:
“Do these two symbols really have to
divide our two nations?”

A powerful answer to this question
was delivered by Ady Steg, president
of the Alliance IsmT‘te Universelle ac
a “summit meeting” held July 22,
1986 in Geneva between memérs of
the Roman Catholic hierarchy from
France, Belgium and Poland and rab-
binic and communal leaders of French,

|

H
i
i

66 0nce again, 1% .
" church was acting
as if it could
substztute fOT the
Jewish PeOP ‘99

B S M ER

Our of the Geneva meeting came a
promise that reconstructive work on
the convent would be Ralted. Jewish
leaders interpreted thar as the first step
in relocating the convent, bur when
additional nuns were reported to have
moved into the building they feared a
resolve by the church to keep the con-
Vent at its present site.

A joint statement adopted ar a sec-
ond Catholic-Jewish “summit meet-
ing" (Geneva | mwsv
appears to have resolved the conflict.
The Catholic delegation, including

the archbishops of Paris, Lyons, Brus-

Belgta‘r_z_a’:_ug_[glan Jewry. Addressing  sels and.Lraﬁgg;._agreed to establish

the assembled church leaders, Profes-
sor Steg proclaimed that the Jewish
people had acquired, chrough the mar-

tyrdom of _its_children, “inalicnable

a center for 1

cation,
meeting and prayer . . . outside the
uschwitz-Birkenau camp grounds.”

175 understood By the

cwish dele-

rights ttmm:ed gation, including Grand Rabbi René

hat the memory of the tens and \_Samuel Sirat of
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nce, Theo Klein,

fpresident of the European Jewish Con-

gress, Professor Steg and Ms. Zevi,
that the new center will be some dis-
tance from the camp and that the Car-
melite sisters will be moved into it
within two years. The agreement rep-
resents a significant achievement.
The controversy over who “‘owns”
Auschwitz and how to commemorate
the millions who weére murdered there

—may appear unscemly and discastetul.

jut what is at stake is the ultimare
question of how the Holocaust is to be

‘remembered. It is some 43 years since

cHe gates of the death camps were
opened. Forty-five years from now,
when there ar€ no survivors left, will
the Holocaust be recalled as the pin-
nacle and culmination of centuries of
anti-Semitism, or as a tragic aberra-
tion? Will the story of the Holocaust
be told withour Jews? Indeed, it is
possible to take a guided tour today
through Auschwitz without learning
that Jews met a special fate there.
The fréquent invocation by church
leaders of the names of S¢. Maximilian
Kolbe and Edith Stein compounds the-
problem. Ihe former, a 2 Roman Cath-

olic priest who offered his life in place

%_—of another prisoner at Auschwitz, may

have died a martyr's death from a
Carholic perspective, but in.life he was

also editor of_an_anci-Semitic news-
paper and. tm::@mh'[y anti-
Semitic _Cartholic circle. As for Edith
Stein, a convert from Judaism who
died at Auschwitz a Carmelite nun and
who is a candidate for beatification,
Cacholics find it difficule to grasp why
Jews do not consider her an appropri-
ate personification of Jewish™ martyr-
dom. Indeed, this very lack of
sensitivity testifies to the dimensions
f the problem.

If the church views the Holocaust
only as something that happened to
innocent _ Christians and _Jews—
equally victims, equally martyrs—it
sidesteps the question Of anti-Semi-
tism and its own role in fomenting it
cross the centuries. Ir is this failure
to acknowledge and confront the poi-
son ar_the goor of Chrise iﬁ_n-_h'\\'ish- re-
lations that the ¢ witz

signifies to the Jews of Europe. &

—

\
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“HE CHAP_L N

Elie Wiesel

THE EXTENT of Christianity's re-
sponsibility for the Holocaust, ar-
gued by Christian clergymen and
scholars among each other and with
Jewish colleagues, occupied much
of a conference held in Oxford last
month. The conference, organized
~— by British press tycoon Robert Max-

well, and his wil‘c{._lw-
torian, was entitled “"Remembering
for the Future: The Tmpact of the
) ﬁa——ﬁw Geags! and pemoeide—ON Jews

Tireconclusions of the Christi
participants varied only in_the de-
greg of ﬂ.lhnblllt)f they assigned to
the tea ol the Church. But the
accent was on the prevention of fur-
_ther genocide,. ~—————

T HurgsToR Mmself and his fellow-
Christians was A. Roy Eckardt
. - ementus prolessol
ies at LeHigh University. in Bethle-
hem. Pcnnsylvania, quanug lhe
theologian
- “There is no Christian truth that |
g could defend with my back turned
=- L. towards Auschwitz... The problem
-.. is not merely a revision of Chris-
tian theology of Judaise, but a revi-
i 1sti 1l

: a
= { i he apel for
the m iené“ of mmgn of
\/ '}nn 1s to say, when the devil

ppears, he characteristically Gomes
in the guis
huma
Continuing i in the sme vein, Eck-
ardt found anti-Ju in the
_ = sence of Christian doctrine.

.- . “The reumection_of Jesus re-
mains a pri“n%ﬁﬁlpm uncepsing
==Source of the Christian world’s anti-

-~ Judaism,” he said, "How can the
" resurrection of Jesus be proclaimed

as the special, saving act of God,

without the Chnﬂ%gzﬁnlvn
ism [of Judai nd tnumphalism
i that helped lay the rai to
the murder cemres
———————

ECKARDT'S STERN judgment
was oppcud by olher Christian
It was a fellow

Methodist, l‘rof Franklin

as well as of

& i

Franklin Linell Yehuda Bauer

Christian triumphalism, the New Testament as the progenitor
of all anti-Semitic literature, and the daring new Catholic view
that Jews have their own valid way to salvation — all these
ideas were discussed at a recent conference in England on the
impact of the Holocaust on Jews and Christians. Ernie Meyer,
who covered the conference for The Jerusalem Post, sums up.

e 7N that Roman Cathotcs

ad admitted. at the Second Vatican
Council of 1965,

o salvation.”™

THE CONSENSUS, even among
the more conservative Christian
scholars, was that Christianity had
to learn to view the Je ion
in a more posilive light. as
mﬂWﬂ
bered, is nl:luahy in complete con-
flict with the established Christian
treatment of the subject. which in’
the past has held Jews up o con-
tempt for this reason. - t

The more positive view was [Anglican archbishops. “We share
stressed by
sometimes referred to as “'the father (
of Holocaust studies in AnTica.™
‘He' earned thi
pioneering work in challenging
Christians to rethink the meaning of
the Holocaust and anti-Semitism.
*The critical frontier of Christian
reology today,™

“is the r:waﬂu:gof the relationship
of the Chur:hei to the Jewish
people.”

He went on to say that the rrrurd:r
of the Jews in the heart of Christen-
dom continues to confront Chris-
tmuz with the major credibility cri-
8 -

nation vows. The perpetrators were,

We love beca uGod loved us first. mgly s:ored Chru.nanuy for its [deaid canips. e passed on the in-
But ll'a man sa formation to the Allied govern-
hulmg‘l\ ments. but had to watch mpolcmly

as nothing was done.

Speaking in his gentle manner,
Riegner prased the progzess tha

hgveﬁ@(lr trium “There .is cnough
is a liar. (gl.u Lt m:l“hc mas-
sive n:cunstructio and the memo-
ry of :ne"ﬂaﬁz‘&: can lead us.”

el =

that Jews have

their own valid ay to_salyation. e BISHOP OF Oxford. Dr. had been made in Jewish-Christia

“But we have to think carefully p.o- & ponee Loiced what wus  relations since the Holocaust. He
at ren of Ch y whea bably the most liberal and even  Singled out as & “revolutionary de-

we admit that there are other ways darmg vm- on Christian-Jewish re- velopment™ the Vaticun il declara-

tion Nostra Aetate of 1965. which
declared that God's covenznt with
the Jewish people had not been ab-
rogated. He similarly praised the
1983 Lutheran World Council,
which had “strongly and unani-
mously repudiated” the anti-Jewish
teachings of Martin Luther.

*But who is aware of these impor-

lations. He said that Christians had

1o rediscover Judaism as “a living

religion. not destined to be replaced
y Christianity.”

He called on Anghcans 1o slop
seeing Judaism s a f “Chris-
tians arc not yel clear on how to
relate the New Testament to lhc
Old.” he said.

“Itis not our prime task to me- tant changes?” he asked. “The
Ivtize.” concluded Dr. Harries. who | knowledge of these achievements is
Wat 16 ntly appointed ¢ ltant \Still confin "'r_o a small elite in our
on Jewish-Christian relations 1o the: tommunities,

Riegner said Chucgh statements

This view. T _must be remem-

the ly Jewish hope of secing

Franklin ]
- the Kingdom of God on earth.”

ittell, who is W s
8 defensive nature: that everything
that was being done;
that any altitude except one of
grﬂt;n.____[llnl could only make

attepsawoise. “Doessuch an evalu-

‘ption really stand up to our knowl-

ge 40 years later?” he challenged.
“'The chusches' position towards
the State of Israel. “lacks warmth
and boldness,” he continued. “How

f~ome affirm constantly in the
theological statements that the des-
tiny of the people of Israel is of deep
concern to Christians, and then for-
get this when it comes to delicate

because of his SOCIOLOGY PROFESSOR_Hu-
bert G. Locke, of the University of
Washin| d not engage in the-
ology. but made practical. more
down-to-carth observations. He
quoted from the book The Chris-
nan-Jewish Tragedy by the church
historian Conrad Henry Moch!-
ann, who wrote:

pology to Judaism on the
part of Christianity is long overdue,
The relationship between Christian-
ity and Judaism during the last 19

declared Littell.

its history. urch| centuries is an ethical problem \currem political problems?™
s in 1 and its| which 20th-century Christianity can
failed to live up.go their ordi- | no longer afford to ignore.™

4 SAUL FRIEDLANDER, professor
& Smdl.od:e.md‘lhefublad dm«brrhmoq.llT:IAmUm—
ions, baptized Chris- “scholars at the conf whose versity, himself a Holocaust survi-
- own books include one on the letiers  vor, made some trenchant observa-

during the Holocaust were mostly of |

USCHWI'Z

Gerhard Riegner

“We are Lwed watk the patadoy
that the Holovaust i apparently
without a clear impact on present:
day debutes. while at the same hime
it is constantly rephrased by the cul-
rure industry, and thus reinseried
into the gencral Western contest ™

In s surprising observistion, Fried-
lunder noted that in Germany, “u
manifest discourse abowt the ;'\u.m-
hility of nuclear holocaust may re-
veal a lutent feur of retribution,”

Also speaking n @ non-theolog-
cal vein, Hebrew Univernity history

professor Y;hn.@nﬁ;:t:r fent an air
of urgency to the Prive proceedings
with his impassioned warning: It
can happen again. Hitler was not o
madman: he was responsible for b
deeds. Warld War 11 was an ideo-
logical war for the supeniority of the
Germanic people. It could only he
cone by fighting the Jews - il was i
war against the Jews.”

One of the chief architects of the
conference. Professor Bauer spoke
of the Armeniun genocide by the
Turks during World War 1. and aba
mentioned “our brothers. the Gyp-
sies,” exterminated a1 Auschwitz,

AT THE CLOSING convocation in
London, Nobel Pzace Prize laurcate
Elre Wiesel sounded several theo-
logical notes. He said that at one
time. he compared “the Event™ {1h¢
Holocaust] 1o the revelation at Si-
nai. ~Auschwitz seemed 10 me an
anti-Sinai. Something essential was
re ere. and it will take us
nturies to unravel its mysterious
message.”

. Why did it happen? he asked rhe-
torically. Some ultra-Orthodox Jews
say, because of our sins. “This is 10
me obscene @ phemous. Any
reason offered is the wrong reason,
God? [ had my quarrels with Him.
Just as we cannot comprechénd
Auschwitz with God, we cannot un-
derstand it without God.”

Wiesel stressed that the survivors
did not turn against society. “They
did not become nihilists. All the 400
children who left SBuchenwald with
me in 1945 turned out to Be friends
of hurmakind. working for a better
future for their children - for all
children.™

- from wuon 'of ie- tions. While not of a strictly )
= from & book by Rabbi Eliezer Ber- ¥ How did 3 Gtuation develop in i nothing particu-  theological nature, they were highly W:{:e! had wmi;:ithmfﬁrﬂs
mmu. gt e o o 3 rmcud:: pe ”:‘r.;.ﬁ SEAI o "’“’ criticism in this o ompare Tsracl with the
the life of the Jewish people, come knowledgment of a truth, nerall ¥ el with th
Chiristianil Testament has JAvith only a few m:nyn bearing au- us here have come to recognize.™ & g age Nazis, and cast the Palestinians in
h%}mb thentic witness of spiritual resis- H:n‘;":' the Holocaust  ghe role of the Jews underY the an:.
Semity in hi erko-{| tance, he asked. RHA was widcly recognized as i He singled out Prof. Yeshayahu
nu s o POINTS GuT, “Exkardt said, the Littcrleis noted for having devel- %&gfu o REGNER !lﬁd as Jit did not seem to have any dm"" Leibowitz of Jerusalem for his in-
ament is the lpm- oped what he calls § Genocide Early  the elder statesman of the gmfef. it ion pisusn dor cul- decent analogies” in comparing :Ihe‘
gemlorol a mmve 0 ter- Waming System. ngtohim, ence. A Berlin lawyer, he was a co- s Y lity of Israeli soldiers to tha
national hate Titermmome—— gen ieCiave today resched  founder of the World Jewish Con- [ 1 CS€r™ society. “None of the m3- of S5 men.
To balatz-the picture somewhat, [ the stage where it is possible to iden- gress and is one of the leading ’°: w'd‘“'::‘ mmw":t*:m*:‘r:ﬁr He concluded by describing the
however, he also quoted several | tify potentially !‘ﬂgﬂ'd‘l ‘move- in Christian-Jewish dia- ;:;P;"'ﬂ directly influenced by it." C::ford r.‘onf:renct 1\‘. cah ca:lebu;;;:
* New Testament verses which can be criteria. fogue. In Switzerland during the war . * of memory from which all pe
.interpreted as including the Jew in uring the closing pu ing  years as the representative of the ) Hecontrasted this with theimpact may benefit. “The future of the
Sthe demand to love one's fellow of the conference at London's Cen-  WIC, it was his tragic fate to be the J-(al World War I on the intellectual world is totally interiwined with the
man. Thus, there is 1 John 4:19-21:  tral Hall, Westminster, Littell ring-  first to have authentic news of the and artistic scene. future of remembering,” he said.
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JEWS AND VATICAN OFFICIALS
TO CONVENE ON ANTI-SEMITISM
By Susan Birnbaum

NEW YORK, Dec. 15 (JTA) -- Jews and .
Catholics will gather at a conference in February
to examine the Christian roots of anti-Semitism,
according to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, chairman of
the International Jewish Commxttce for Interfaith
Consultations.

The conference is expected to initiate work
on a Vatican document that would challenge
Catholic teachings worldwide.

The conclave, scheduled to take place Feb.
20 through 24 in Zurich, is expected to be the
first of several meetings that will discuss the
development of Christian thinking from early days
to present times, including how it bears on anti-
Semitism and its relation to the Holocaust.

The conference is an outgrowth of a meeting
held in Miami on Sept. 11, 1987, between Pope
John Paul II and 206 Jewish leaders.

Soon after, a joint Jewish-Vatican con-
ference to explore the roots of Christian anti-
Semitism was approved by the pope. [

The conference is conditional on the removal
of a Carmelite convent at Auschwitz to a center
away from the Auschwitz grounds.. :

This was decided Thursday. by membcrs of
the international committee, the body involved in
Vatican-Jewish negotiations. The move must be
made before Feb. 20.

Tanenbaum said the upcoming confercncc
would “begin a serious scholarly examination of
the history of anti-Semitism in the Wcstern world
through the ancient, the mcdxcval and the modern
periods, culminating in the Nazi Holocaust"' gL w

Talks on the long-awmtcd documcnt w:ll
probably take several years to completc Thcy ‘will
involve careful cxammatlon of 11’ volumes of
Vatican records of thc ycars between 1939 and
_1945. reE po geds o
" Members of the’ Jewnsh group, wh:ch .mcets
with Catholics, - explamed their opposxtnon,ﬁ_to a
conference centering on the Holocaust.' = 5 o f‘ff

Rabbi Fabian Schoenf eld, a membcr of ‘the
committee and a past prcs:dcnt of thc Rabbmacal
Council of Amencn. cxplamed that thc Rabbnmcsi
Council position *“tends to 'agree with: the Hasxdlc
community,” which conducts dxalogue wnh Chris-
nans only on soclal 1ssucs aud not on theology,,e__
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" December 23, 1988

Vatican j JOll‘lS J ew1sh umt
in antl-Semltlsm review

By SUSAN BIRNBAUM -

. Representatives of the Catholic
church and the world Jewish com-
munity will meet in February to
launch a probe of the Christian
roots of anti-Semitism.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, chair-
man of the International Jewish
Committee for Interfaith Consulta-
tions, said the convening of the
conference would be conditional on

the removal of -a convent on the.-

_grounds of the-Auschwitz concen-

."tration camp. Tanenbaum is also |

.international affairs director of the

. American Jewish Committee.

The conference is expected w ini-
tiate work on a Vatican document -

. that would challenge Catholic --

teachings worldwide. It represents -
the latest stage in a 19-year work-
*! ing dialogue between the Vatican

.-and the international Jewish eom- -

fm:ttee, which was formed to co->

rdinate th 1d J wmhmmm_' nmu-" -
i ewor . .- dieval and the modern

I;'mty’sresponse
U views. T el

i
o

i : place Feb. 20%24111??1& o d:alog'u
=1t expected to first of sev- .~ saw the upcoming e a
1 - boon to the church. . 57 o

eral thathﬂd:smssthe‘

T development of Christian

el 29T 20 anY BTl

Themn'clavels scheduled to take ™ :+

Sem.lhsm and the re!atmn this had
to the Holocaust. -
The conference is an outgrowth
.of a meeting held in Miami on
Sept. 11, 1987, between Pope Paul
‘II and 206 Jew;sh community ﬁg—
ures from this country. Soon after,
a joint Jewish-Vatican conference
to explore the roots of Christian
a.ntl-Semmsm was approved by the

The decision to make the con.fer
ence conditional on the removal of -
~ the convent at Auschwitz was de-
cided in mid-December by mem-

bers of the international Jewish

committee, which is commonly

* known as LICIC (“idge-kick™). The

* group said the Carmelite mnvent
must be removed to a site away
from the Auschmlz grounds beﬁ.‘.-re
Feb. 20. <« :

Tanenbaum saxd t.he npcommg

. conference would “begin a serifs .-

. scholarly examination of the histo: -

ryofmh-Senut!mmthaWem‘ﬂ 5 i

world through the’ ancient, the aﬂ-{-'
‘minating-in the Nazi Eoioeaust." f
* . U.8. Catholicisin’s top expert
Cathnhc-Jemah relations said’ he

i

"',_--:'I'hebetterwemgetam

%fmm early days to presgnt’tuneg,“ +.0n what anti-Semitism is, the __;ht-

15P3ﬂﬁ“1|y as it bears on anti-

.\'.-'

) (Conﬁnudonmxzj" -8 !

~ of America, the modern Orthoda:

,enbaumtoRometwoweeks
__mnfemnce :

'
'
!
h '
] ;
.-I‘.I
Gt

! Vatican .. T |

(Continued from page 4)  __ %

: [ter we can oppose it, lookmgh-

ward positive contributions to bet-

{ | ter church teaching,” said Eugenei

Fisher, director of the secretariat
for Catholic-Jewish Relations At
the National Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops. : "?3?

Talks on the long-awmted doeu
ment will probably take sever:
years to complete. It will rely on,
careful examination of 11 volumea
of Vatican records of the years Pe-“
tween 1939 and 1945,

Spokesmen for the Orthodox 4y
community said the Orthodox rﬂ>-
binate would be keeping its, dia-
tance from the new stage ol: d.m;E
logue, at least at the begin -:
According to Rabbi Fabian'S %
feld, a member of IJCIC and a pa .-fg
presldent of the Rabbinical Cou unc 13

_rabbinate’s position on the ct u- ﬁ
talks“tendstoagreemththe
sidic community,” which’ conducts
dialogue with Christians only, br
social issues and not on theology 23

Schonfeld said.the" proceié
would be welcomed “f it will resulf
in a public admission of guilt 2
public. ncknowleglgmeng_p:t;

Christian rootaol‘anh‘ emit

Rabbi. Wolfe Kelman, ,é::eé"u .
vice presldent of the Rab'ﬁ ; —.‘I-

Assembly, the 'bq_ay oico ya
tive rahbm. was oné of J "‘-ﬁ
ish leaders who, accompanied ;Thn

""‘t
hed

‘.‘-tyrof A |}l
L EES L
“The other were Ge
R.legner of 'Geneva, former
tary-general, of the ,WJCong
.and a board m enﬂ:erof. £roupy
andetl.eonFeldmang Rutgers
Umvermty,seu-etary ; ]

.. Jewish megmpm‘ Zenss F;E

discuss the ‘po:

"".
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VATICAN OFFICIAL A NO-SHOW
ON AUSCHWITZ CONVENT DISCUSSION
By Susan Birpbaum

NEW YORK, Dec. 22 (JTA) -- Jewish repre-
- sentatives who met this week with Vatican dele-
gates to discuss removal of a coanvent from

Auschwitz now think it highly likely the Catholics "

are backing out of an agreement signed last year
to remove the convent.

As a result, members of the World Jewish
Congress reaffirmed Wednesday a resolution not
to partake in a conference on -anti-Semitism
scheduled for February, unless the. Vatican en-
sures that the convent at Auschwltz ls removed
to a site outside the camp.

. Rabbi Wolfe Kelman, chairman of the Ameri-
can Section of the WICongress. emphasized Wed-
nesday the failure of Johannes Cardinal - Wille-
brands, Vatican secretary of state for religious
- relations with the Jews, to appear Tuesday in
Paris for a meeting with Jewish officials to
discuss the issue.

Not knowing the reason for the prelate's:

absence, members of the WICongress said that it
looked “very unlikely” that the convent would be
removed by the Feb. 22 deadline. | ;
Professor Leon Feldman, American repre-
sentative of the International Jewish Committee

for Interfaith Ceonsultations, reported from Paris-:

Tuesday that the talks on rcmovmg the convent
had not materialized.
Vatican delegates signed an agreement Feb.
23, 1987, in Geneva . to create a Catholic ‘center
“for information, cducatmn. meeting and prayer
to be established outside the Auschthz-Bnrkcnau
camp grounds.” -
. The signed agreement further st:pulatcd thnt
“there will be no permanent Catholic place of
prayer on the site.”

Signatories included the cardinals of Brnssels‘j _
-~ home of the Carmelite order of nuns now . .
living in the Auschwitz convent -- Lyon,. Paris, .
Krakow and four other h;gh Catholic represcma-:-;-,.._-.

. tives. :

attending chnesday s meeting here.’

He was using the admission of probab!c_‘

- failure to show the futility of holding dmlosuu
on theology with the Christians, a posmon taken *
by many Orthodox Jews. ’ i :

- w————

- “I "take this' as a véry serious breach," sazd L ) b
Kelman. - Lot S3vs bk g 54
. The conclave between Cathollc and Jewsﬂl_,.’j._
dclegates has been scheduled to take plaoo m o
_ Zurich Feb. 20 through 24, conditional .on: the Bt
convent’s removal. The gathering was to be thc Lk
beginning of work on a8 document on the hnstorr.-'{ .
of anti-Semitism and the Church, e
“I told you not 10 run to the goyim,” yelled "
Rabbi Zvi Zakheim, a member of the WJConsress o
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