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TANENBAUM Jan. 13, 1989 (480 words)
AUSCHWITZ NUNS' SITUATION HOLDS UP DIALOGUE, RABBI TANENBAUM SAYS
-By Tracy Early

NEW YORK (NC) — The refusal of a group of Carmelite nuns to leave their convent at Auschwitz has led to further
postponement of an international Catholic-Jewish conference on the Holocaust, according to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum,
chairman of the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations.

Rabbl Tanenbaum, who is also international affairs consultant for the American Jewish Committee, said Jan. 11 that
Cardinal Johannes Willebrands, president of the Vatican Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews, had written
to say that more time was needed for resolution of the convent issue.

The cardinal suggested postponing the conference, which was scheduled for Feb. 20-24 in Zurich, Switzerland, until
after Passover in April, according to Rabbi Tanenbaum.

A Vatican official involved in Catholic-Jewish relations, when asked about the situation, had no comment.

The conference, which would be organized around scholarly papers, was originally set for December 1987 in
Washington. But the IJCIC asked for a postponement after the controversy that developed over Pope John Paul II's
meeting at the Vatican that year with Austrian President Kurt Waldheim and subsequent Catholic-Jewish talks at the
Vatican.

Plans to hold the conference In the spring of 1988 were canceled because of new tensions, including the upcoming
second papal meeting with Waldheim in Austria and ‘*Waldheim’s exploitation’' of his papal contacts, Rabbi Tanen-
baum said.

Cardinal Wiliebrands told the Jewish leaders at the 1987 talks at the Vatican that his commission planned to prepare
an official document on the Holacaust and the historical background of anti-Semitism.

Rabbi Tanenbaum said the IJCIC recognized the importance that such a documertt would have, and despite tensions
that arose over various other incidents had sought to continue working toward the Catholic-Jewish conference, whose
work was envisioned as a contribution to the preparatory process for the document. Bul he said the convent issue became
a ‘‘trigger for reconsidering.”

Earlier atteampts at resolving the issue included an agreement that a center for prayer, meditation and dialogue would
be bullt off the Auschwitz grounds and the convent relocated there. But the nuns are resisting efforts of the church
to move them, Rabbi Tanenbaum said.

Rabbi Tanenbaum said the IJCIC respects the ‘‘noble intention of the nuns to carry out a life of prayer,’’ but wants
Auschwitz to remain intact as '‘a lasting reminder of what barbarism and anti-Semitism have led to."

‘‘It would be a desecration to convert Auschwitz into a chapel,"’ he said. ''You can't make a holy place-out-of-a place
of death and murder.”

Rabbi Tanenbaum said he had planned to conclude his service as IJCIC chairman with the February meeting. But
because of the meeting's postponement, he said, he moved the date up and was in'the process of transferring the
office to Rabbi James Rudin, interreligious affairs director of the American Jewish Committee.

Contributing to this story was Agostino Bono at the Vatican.

END
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Vatican dialogue with Jews postponed over Auschwitz convent

By Darrell Turner
RNS Associate Editor

-

NEW YORK (RNS) — An international dialogue between Jews and Vatican officials has
been postponed because of a continuing controversy over a Carmelite convent on the site of

the Nazi death camp at Auschwitz.
Ten nuns had been living at the convent since 1984, but the site became the focus of an

international controversy in January 1986, when a letter from a group raising funds for the
convent promoted it as “a spiritual fortress and a guarantee of the conversion of strayed
brothers from our countries, as well as proof of our desire to erase outrages so often done to
the Vicar of Christ.”

. Jewish leaders prolested the location of a convent on the site of the concentration
camp, which they wanted preserved as a memorial to the Nazi persecution of Jews.
In February 1987, Vatican officials and four European cardinals signed an agreement in
Geneva stipulating that “there will be no permanent Catholic place of prayer on the site of the
Auschwitz and Birkenau camps.” The Catholic officials agreed that the convent would be
relocated about a mile away from Auschwitz by Feb. 22, 1989.

But last November, Vatican officials indicated that the nuns were resisting the move.
Representatives of the World Jewish Congress said they would not take part in a Catholic-
Jewish dialogue scheduled to be held in Zuricch Feb. 20-24 unless the convent was moved.

On Jan. 6, WJC leaders joined with other members of the Interrational Jewish

Committee for Interreligious Consultations (1JCIC) in accepting a proposal from Cardinal
Johannes Willebrands, head of the Vatican Commission for Religious Relations With Judaism,
to postpone the interfaith dialogue until after Passover in April.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, who recently completed a year as chairman of 1JCIC, said the
Vatican officials reported they “have run into unexpected resistance from the Carmelite nuns,
who refused up until now lo obey Cardinal (Frantiszek) Macharski (of Cracow) and even the
Vatican and the pope.”

He said the Jewish leaders believe the cardinals are making “a good-faith effort to
resolve this issue,” bul he criticized the attitude of the Carmelite nuns.

“They are almost completely insensitive to what Auschwitz means to the memory of
the Jewish people,” Rabbi Tanenbaum said. “They seem to want to make a sacrament
out of it. To us, Auschwitz is a haven of Satan and, in the words of Pope John Paul himself,

a monument to barbarism and savagery.”
The American Jewish leader said he has been told by people who have visited the

convent that the only portrait in the building is one that depicts Edith Stein, a Jewish-born nun
who was killed at Auschwitz during World War 1I. He said the nuns' failure to memorialize the
uniquely Jewish victims of the death camp reflects “a uniquely traditional Polish Catholic
understanding of the Holocaust.” ) , N N

According to Rabbi Tanenbaum, “There is a genuine rage among Jewish survivors of
Auschwitz all over Europe™ regarding the nuns’ refusal to relocate the convent. He said the
situation “‘could be very dangerous™ if the Carmelites remain intransigent.

Elan Steinberg, executive director of the WJC, said he believes the cardinals were
“acting in good faith™ in the matter He said he believes 1t should be possible to get the
‘Carmelites to leave because “when the pope wants something done, the record shows,
it generally gets done.” '

Like Rabbi Tanenbaum, Mr. Steinberg said he is “fearful that this is going to turn inlo a
major confrontation™ if the convent remains al Auschwitz after Feb. 22. He said he has met
with several groups of Holocaust survivors and has heard talk of plans for public hunger
strikes and demonstrations at the site if the matter is not resolved

Eugene Fisher, head of Catholic-Jewish relations for the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops and the only American Catholic on the Vatican committee that was planning
the interfaith dialogue in Zurich, said he had no direct knowledge of the problems facing the
Vatican in the convent controversy and declined to comment on the matter.
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CNRMAR OF THE POLISH EPSCOPATE'S GOMMISSION 87-800 Wioclawek J20U3TY 23, 1989
FOB DIALOGUE WITH JUDMISH ul. Gdarska 2/4
tel. 243-56
Poland

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

Director

International Relations

The American Jewish Commitee

Institute of Human Relations

165 East 56 Street

New York, N.Y. 10022-2746 -

My dear Rabbi Tanenbaum,

I am very much honoured in having the opportunity, thanks

"to the congress in Vienna, to come to know you, a truely lea-

dihg and highly esteemed personality, both in the Jewish and

-in the Christian world. I have already expressed these fee-

lings in our personal conversatiom in Vienna, now I would
like to ackowledge it also in writing.

First of all I want to thank you very much for your let-

fe; which has touched me deeply. It reflects so well your

" profound commitment and your warm care for the cause of the

Christian-Jewish Dialogue.

As for the subject of your letter: In the last weeks
the whole of my time and of my efforts is devoted to this
one cause. Trying to do all my possible I have been a few
days ago im Krakoéw and after that in Warszawa, always in
touch with Cardinal Macharski. The much expected Cardinal
Macharskirs communiqué concerning the Auschwitz center is
published yesterday. There are unfortunately new aggravaiipg
complications which arose lately in a quite unforseen way.
The pressure exacted by some Jews and their a little too
one-sided view of the problem have brought about, as one
could well expect, a sharp reaction of some Polish poeple.
In this situation I am the more grateful for your letter,
so full of goodwill, understanding and sollicitude for the
future shape of the Jewish-Christian dialogue.



RMAH OF THE POLISH EPISEOPATE'S COMMISSION 87-800 Wloclawek ...
~ FOB DIALOGOE WITH JUOAISM ul. Gdafiska 2/4

tel. 243-56
Poland

Please, believe me, Cardinal Macharski and myself, we
are both doing everything possib1e to avoid the worst. Cardi-
nal Macharski would like tru®y- - very much "to place a spade
in the ground of the proposed new center", but he cannot do .
it at this momeﬂt, because the ground is not yet his property.

As I guess, in: the Macharski’s communiqué there are some
things which could be questioned from the Jewish point of view,
but in the present conditions it was really all what it was pos-
sible to do. I, personally, believe the turning point has been
reached. I am trying to understand also the Jewish sometimes
violent reaction because of the long silence from our side.

In two days I am going to Paris to explain our true intentions
and the new difficulties in realizing the Auschwitz project

which arose lately. I do hope to find, also outside Poland,

some deeply involved friends for the idea of the new Auschwizg
center which, as you know, has received the full support from
the Pope. It seems to me that this project directed so much to
the future merits indeed our common commitment and eddeazvsurs.

I am confident we have avoided the worst and shall conti-
nue from now on efforts for better mutual understanding and
dialogue in which I highly appreciate your personal commitment,
your sincerity and devotion.

With kindest regards
sincerly yours

I Aoyl Lty it
Bishop Henryk Huszyﬂé

.’?-5: ;z;;&btst‘ el et iféiﬁ-fﬁkcyz f;ﬁlfé;?-‘?‘xoqg
LCCCEARrIl r't At chd £@RGureye
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Le Métropolite de Cracovie, Franciszek Cardinal Macharski

fait savozr, que le projet de constructlon du Centre d'Informa- -
; Auschwui'z—Os_M
tion, d'Education, de Rencontre et de Pricrelest entre dans la:

phase finale de sa mise en oeuvre. Le projet concerne aussi bien
la localisation du Centre, en face duv Vieux Thedtre, que la des-
‘tination et la forme architecturale des batiments qui en feront
partie..La réalisatioh du projet commencera des la fin des for-
malités en cours. |
ecclesiale
I e fim s . .

En communion favec les Soeurs Carmelites d'Auschwitz, _.
le Metropolite de Cracovie declare, que les Soeurs restent
fidéles a leur vocation qu:Elles vivront dans leur nouveau
couvent, dés que celui-ci sera construit sur un terrain séparée
a l'intérieur du Centre avec lequel Elles resteront unies spi-
rituellement. Cet acte s'accomplit dans la charité et la géné-
rosite, pour le bien de la tolé?ance et du respect. Le batiment
du Vieux Thedtre concourra aussi aux finalités pour lesquelles

le Centre est fonde.

&CCW!-;L' Le 2% /uq.v-.:-f /‘3?9

o ;::ZAJ_GgﬁJ;J/-C:v"/- ZZ*JL“JL“*~V<1“



Institute of Human Relations
165 East 56 Streel

New York, New York 10022-2746
212 751-4000 FAX: 212 319-0975

The American Jewish
Committee

Theodore Ellenoff
President

Leo Nevas
Char, Board ot Governors
Robert S. Jacobs

Chair, National Executive Council

Edward E. Elson
Chay, Boara of Trustees

Sholom D. Comay
Ticasuter

Robert S. Rifkind
Secretary

David F. Squire
Assoviate Treasurer
Mimi Alperin

Chianr, Executive Commitiee

Ira Silverman
Cxocutive Vice: Prusudient

Vice-Fresiienms

Bernard Abrams
Orangu County, CA
Meta S. Berger
Chicayo

Herbert Cohen
Atlanta

Arnold B. Gardner
Bultaly

Jerome R. Goldstein
New York

Rita E. Hauser

Noew Yurk f
. David Hirschhorn
Haltmare

Alfred H. Moses

Wastungtun, 1.C
Mary Shapero
Detson

Jerome J. Shestack

Phibaatelphi

Gordon Zacks

Commbus

Nmrur.u! i"."’.."L""'JE
Morris B. Abram
Howard I. Friedman
Arthur J. Goldberg
Philip E. Hoffman
Richard Maass
Elimer L. Winter
Maynard |. Wishner

oy Vn.;ti;_i"ru>|:1u|-la
Nathan Appleman
David B. Fleeman
Martin Gang

Ruth R. Goddard
Andrew Goodman
Raymond F. Kravis
William Rosenwald
Shirley M. Szabad
Elise D. Waterman

Max M. Fisher
Hunwrary Chanr,
National Executive Council

Executive Vice-Presidems Emernit

Bertram H. Gold
John Slawson

February 7, 1989

His Excellency _
Bishop Henryk Muszynski
87-800 Wloclawek.

ul. Gdanska 2/4

Poland

My dear Bishop Muszynski,

| deeply appreciate your warm and thoughtful letter of January
25th. Your generous and sensitive words mean very much to me,
and | reciprocate your sentiments.

It is reassuring to know that the Carmelite sisters have assented
to the decision reached in.the Geneva Agreement between Catholic
and Jewish authorities in February 1987.

But | share your concern as to what might happen in the interim
period between that decision and the time it will take to con-
struct the new center. As you can see from the enclosed state-
ments, anger is rising in a number of Jewish quarters over what
is taken to be the violation of the 1987 agreements, and the
failure of any movement over the past thirty months.

In response to press inquiries, | have tried to issue some moder=
ating statements (see the enclosed.) But as February 22nd comes
closer, and if nothing happens of a constructive nature, | fear
that all voices of moderation will be overwhelmed by the angry
pronouncements, more than likely on both sides.

A key, it seems to me, would be to find an "interim center" al-
ready established in which the Carmelite sisters could carry on
their vocation of prayer and meditation while the new center
would be developed. | do not have any concrete idea of what is
meant by 'a sharp reaction of some Polish People,' but | do
believe that only some redgl action of some intefpim movement
would lead to reduction of strong statements on the Jewish
side.

Otherwise, | am afraid that we will have a dynamic developing
of ''reciprocal hostility' on both sides, and that would muddy
the atmosphere for a long time to come.



His Excellency -2= Febrﬁary 7, 1989
Bishop Henryk Muszynski : '

I do appreciate the real commitment of Cardinal Marcharski, the other
Cardinals and yourself to trying to resolve this difficult problem.
| pray to God for an early resolution so that we might be spared un-
necessary further alienation which would set back the reconciliation
that all of us desire.

With warmest good wishes, | am,

Respectfully yours,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

MHT: RPR

Enclosures



January 30, 1989

AUSCWITZ CONVENT. TO BE MOVED TO NEW CENTER
COMMENTARY

by Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum*

The announcement last week by European Catholic authorities that
the Carmelite convent is being moved away from the grounds of Auschwitz

to a near-by new center is a constructive move in the right direction.

In 1984 ten Carmelite nuns took over a former Nazi warehouse in
Auschwitz in which Zyklon-B gas was stored for use in gas chambers.
They converted the warehouse into a convent to pray for 'martyrs and

the unconverted.!

Nowhere in their fund-raising literature did they refer to the Nazi's

massacre of more than a million Jews In that death camp.

Jews clearly are not opposed to the Carmelite's prayers. And most
Jews understand the appropriateness of their honoring Polish Catholic
victims of Nazism. But Auschwitz was built by the Nazis for the primary
purpose of exterminating European Jews. Rather than an act of reconcili-

ation, the convent became a gesture of appropriation.

Significantly, five leading European cardinals, the Vatican, and
Pope John Paul 1| himself have understood the central symbolic meaning
of Auschw%tzhkgtfﬁghdewish people. | Contrary to_ear]ier misinformed
reports;>tgly haveifinalTy persuaded the Carmelite nuns to move their
convent to a new center of prayer and study, but off the blood-soaked
grounds of Auschwitz.

As the Pope declared to surviving Polish Jews last year, Auschwitz
is a monument to barbarism and anti-Semitism and it must remain intact

as a sign and witness to all mankind.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum is international consultant for the American Jewish
Committee.

rpr
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Judeo.Cristionos Swodent Baraarh
United States of Amorleas Wational Conlerence of
Comith dp Relncianss anten Jolrning v Sinagagns attah! rrldng on Unnamiala

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIETOFYC HRISTIANS AND JEWS
AMITIE INTERNATIONALE JUDEO-CHRETIENNE

MARTIN BUBER HOUSE

Foderal Repubdlle ef Germany

INTERNATIONALER RAT DER CHRISTEN UND JUDENa V.

Werlégtrale 3, 6148 Hopponhelm, PO Box 129 - Tr!. 04282 /50641

ICCJ. Pesttach 139, D-8148 Hopponheim

To the Members of the Executive Committee,

the Honorary (Vice=) Prssidents,

the Past Presidents,

and the Parmanent Observers

of the International Council of Christians and Jews

12 February 1990

Dear Friends,

Purthar to my letter of 10 January I am sending you
herewith the proposed agenda of ths mesting of the
Executive Committee to be held frem Monday, 3 Marca, 3
p.m., to Wadnesday, 7 March, at noon (at the latest).

AGENDA

‘T> Iececl oﬂcnmzmu:E:EEva'B

1. Opening

2. Apologies for absence

. Minutes of the 'meeting held in Lille, on 4 and 38
JUIY 1980,

4., Matters arising from the minutes

3. Report of the Chairman of the Executive Committee
{enclosure A).

6. GCeneral Secretary's report on ICGJ activities {n 1989
(englosure B), .

7. Treasurer's report with 18588 financiasl statement and
1990 budget (enclosure C),

8. Report on negotations to put
ICC) on a secure basis
Foundation),

9. Report on the examination of the

by=laws by A. BRuygers, J.

veld and R. Wirtz (commissioned by the

Meeting in Lille, englosure D),

Preparationsg for the Election of the new Board and

Executive Committee by tha General Meecting for the

years 1880 to 1882 (A list of nominations submitted

b¥ the member organisations is enclosed - enclosure

E L]

the finances of the
(International Martin Buber

Constitution and
Schone-
General

10.

PATRONS:

‘The Rt. Hon,

John A Fraser, MP,
Bposker uf tho Houac ot
Commons of Cnnada

The Rt Hos,
Bamenpd Weutherlll, MB.
Speakerafthe Kousecf Coms

mons of the United Kingdom .

of Great Britoin ond
Northemn irciand

MON. PRESIDENTS

The At Rev. nnd Re. Hon,
Lord Coggen,

former Archbishop

of Canterbury

Cardinal Alkert Dacourtray.
Arehovigue de Lyon
Primat des Grules

HON. VICE.PRESIDENT:
N Gerknzt M. Rlegaer

EXECUTIVE COMMITTES:

Presidont:
Dr Vieter Goidbloom, G €

Viee-Providenia:

Rab i Profosgop

Pr. N, Poter Livinsan

Dz Elfsnbeth Maxwell
Chalrman, Zxoe. Comm itien:

Sir Bigmund $temberg,
QSiJ). KCSG, JP

Troasuror:
Antoon Ruygsrs

Goacra! Scerolary:
Roev. Dr Jnpobus Sehomeveld

Mcmbery:

Robbi Enue Bandel
Judith Baak!
Suzsnpe Bldot
Gunnel Berpogled
Roev. Chriateph Knoch
Rabb! Dr. David Resen
Row. Dr. 8imon S¢hoan
Dr. Stefnn Schreines
Dr. Martin Bishr
Rudeit Wirte

Elliact Wright

BANKERS:

Dresdrier Bunk Keppenhelm
(BLZ 508 830 30)
Asrount No. 02232117 00

Posw! Choque Qfce,
Fraskiurt (BLZ 500 100 60)
Acrount No. 11664 + 808

MEZMBER ORCANISATIONS: Australla: The Councll of Christizas and Jews (Victorin) - Austria: Aktian goges don Antisemitismus In Osten
releh « Belpium: Contacts [ntoreonfagaionelt / Interconfossionsel Contact « Bradl:
dinn Councll sf Chriatlani and Jows - Fodaral

Coniclhe de Fraternidade CrivtlosJudalcs - Cannda: Cang:
Republie of Germany: Gescllschafton £02 chridttich - j0discho Zusammenarbelt ~ Deutsehor Koor

rat + Frande: Amitie Judde.Chrétionne de Franee + Groat Britaln: The Councll of Christlona and Jows « Ireland: Irfyk Councii of

. mrwtt’::t:humm Kristna
il ne
Christians and Jews - Uraguay: Confraternided Judeo Cri

OrIRGE
+ Lyenoli Tho 1srao! Interfaith Auzeclation - UHaly: Fedorarione delle Amicialo Evralce-Cristians Lo Italls - Luxcmboury:
ﬂcm_ﬁnm i i i = da; Ovzriugo run van Jeden en Christonon in Nedorland « Spala: Centro do Estudics
witzerland: Chrigt)ieh-Jadlpche m:xmememm o der
ena del Uruguay « Venesuels:

Bchwels

L
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11. Preparations for the election by the Qeneral Meeting of part
of the Advisory Panel (to servz from 1990 to 1383). (A !ist of
members. with the periods for which they wsre elected s
enclosed - enclosure FJ.

12. Proposal to admit ths Centre for the Study of Judaism and
Christian/Jewish Relations, Birmingham, to associated member-
ship of the ICCJ (proposal sponsored by the British CCJ,
enclosurs G)

13, Consequences of ths Exscutive Committece's decision to post-
pone the Jerusalem Colloguium.

14.  Venue of ths 1330 General Mesting (proposal: Prague, CSSR)

15. Yo;mg Leadership Ssction and Young Leadership Conference
1880,

16. 7CCJ Women's Seminar 1890,

17 hew Developments {n Central and Eastern Eureope and their
challenges to the ICCJ,

18. Contacts with Christian-Jswish friendship groups in Latin
America.

13. Consultation in Poland on "How do we remember our Martyrs?"
(Bishop Henryk Muszynski, Chairman of the Poiish Episcopa-
ie's ZSommission for Dialogue with Judaism, suggests to hold
tals caasultation during the annual "Auschwitz Week" held in
Croouw in cooperstion with the organisers of this week, the
Ciub ef Catholic Intellectuals in November 1980).

20, Detss and Venues of 1831 and 1992 colloquia and General

meetings,

Educstion Project: Suggestions by the Centre fer the Study of

Judaism and Jewish Christian Relatiens to hold & Europesan

consultation on Tertiary Education on Jewish-Christian Reia-

tions (i.e. in universities, theological seminars, teacher
training colleges etc.].

Strengthening of communication with the ICCJ member organi-

gsations in cooperation with the Ecumenical Foundation.

International Counci! meeting of Pax Christ{ in Vienna (invi=-

tation to the ICCJ to send representatives).

Any othar business.

Closing. “"-r

T - QROTECTED , PROGRAMS

A public evening is planned for Tuesday, & March, at 8 p.m. at
the Kurfiirstensaal on the theme "The Jews and the New Situation
in Central and Bastern Europs" with Dr Desider Galsky, President
of the Council of Jewish Communities in the CSSR, Prague, as main
speaker (The evening will be conducted in Cermany).

Yours sincerely,

Dr J. Schoneveld
Ceneral Secretary
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Sir Sigmund Sternberg o st

Rabbl Marc Tanenbaum
FAX 0101 212 876 8351

Dear Marc,

J.KCSG P Star House Grafton Pead
Longon NWS5 4BD
Tslephone C1-485 2538
Facsimile 01-485 4512

Date
0w%§th February 19350

Your ref

Y 4o

Many thanks for your News Relesases and articles which I read wiuia

great interest. I am
in yesterday’s Tines.

I am not content with
tell the nuns to move
otherwise.

attaching Religious Press Group announcewsnt

Muszynski’s explanation. If the Pope wlill
- they will move and no one can say

I am sending you draft Agenda for the ICCJ Executive meeting ir
Heppenheim. I would be interested to have your comments and, &as a
member of the advisory committee, I would be glad to hear if you

have any observations
With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

///’_““ﬁ—-—-'—“\

7

SI GMUND/M'ERNBERG ,

to offer us on any other matters.

G
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" Religious Press Groop :
Mr Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Prime
Mirister of Poland. suended 2
reception pven by Sir Sigmund
Stermberg. Convenor of the Re
ligious Press Group. yesterday
at the Polish Cultural Instiute
for repr=scniatives of the re-
higious media. Mr Karol Drozd,
direcior of the institute, re-
ceived the guests. The Polish
Ambassador snd Mr
Ambroziak, the Chairman of the
Office of the Polish Govern-

+ ment werc amang those present.
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Prime Minister of Poland, -
Mr Tadeusz' Mazowiecki, was
present at @ reception for vepre-
sentatives of the religious media
keld vesterday _at-the Poligh -
! . +Cultural “Institute =by - Sir

" Sigmund Sterobezg, Convenor of ,
}.". -sbe Religious Press Group. The |
g of the ‘Institute;-Mr
2 Karol-Drozd,.received. the
f, - goem s e ey -
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The Church and Racism:. Towards a More Fraternal Society

A Jewish Perspective

by
Judith H. Banki
Associate National Director, Interreligious Affairs
 The American Jewish Committee

The Church and Racism: Towards a More Fraternal Society, issued on February 10, 1989 by
the Vatican Commission on Justice and Peace, forthrightly denounces racism as contrary 1o Roman
Catholic values and teaching. It quotes liberally from papal statements and other authoritative
church documents which condemn racism as an ideology and discrimination based on racial, national
or ethnic distinctions. While religious prejudice is addressed less frequently, the document upholds
the basic rights of religious minorities within a given state, and calls for equality of treatment under
law. It declares that respect for differences, fraternity and solidarity are a "moral consequence” of
Christian teaching, and calls for persuasion, cducation', and le_gislation as appropriate methods of

counteracting racism.

In addition to calling for a positive appreciation of human diversity, the document includes
a number of specific references of immediate concern to Jews. It notes that Jews were often "the
object of serious humiliations, accusations and proscriptions” within Christendom during the Middle
Ages. It identifies the Jewish people as the primary victims of Nazi genocide; it specifies - anti-
Semitism as "the most tragic form that racist ideology has assumed in our century” and notes that -
anti-Semitism is still alive, supported by organizations with networks of publications and expressed
in terrorist acts against Jewish persons and symbols. It notes that some countries impose
restrictions on the free emigration of Jews. Imbortamly, it spe'ciﬁes that anti-Zionism serves at

times as a screen for anti-Semitism, "feeding on it and leading to it."

In its passages on Judaism’s legacy to Christianity, the document reflects a remarkable

* Elsewhere in the document, the right of the Palestinian people, like the right of the Jewish
people, to a country is noted. '



sensitivity. Whereas Christians have frequently succumbed to the temptation to blame the Jewish
background of Christianity for attitudes of racial superiority and exclusion found among Christians,
this paper clearly resists that temptation. God’s choice of the Jewish people and God’s love for the
Jewish people are upimeld and placed in a universal, not a narrow or chauvinistic, context. The New
Testament is described as reinforcing the dignity of persons revealed in the Jewish encounter with
God. The document firmly rejects any effort to find justification for iheories of racial superiority
in the Bible and notes .that such theories are Christian, not Jewish, distortions of the Hebrew
Scriptures. In this sense, the Vatican docuinent reflects notable prbgrm in assimilating Jewish self-

understanding.

IIl should be noted that the Vatican p:apcr invokes a number of United Nations documents
in suppoﬁ of various positions, but it conspicuously omits the infamous 1975 "Zionism is Racism"
UN General Assembly resolution from those included. The omission is clearly deliberate and is
honorable in intent. _ ' '

This document treats anti-Semitism largely as a racial phenomenon. It does not directly
confront the distinctive problem of Christian anti-Semitism that is based in a tradition of Christian
religious hostility to Jews and Judaism and in teachings of contempt about Jews that fed this
hostility. While this latter question is obviously critical 10 understanding and overcoming the
pathology of anti-Semitism, it does not fall within the purview of the Vatican Commission which
issued this valuable and timely document. It nevertheless remains a concern which we hope to share

with the appropriate authorities of the Roman Catholic Church in the near future.

We welcome the document on racism as an important contribution to the struggle against
hatred and discrimination based on racial, ethnic and religious differences, and stand ready to

‘cooperate in confronting these evils.

February 15, 1989
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From MICHEL ZLOTOWSKI
Paris

Although the February 22
deadline set at a 1987 meeting in
Geneva between Jewish leaders
and senior Roman Catholic
churchmen, will not be met, the
nuns of the Carmelite convent
on the site of Auschwitz death
camp will definitely leave “when
the building of a new convent is
completed.”

This understanding has been
given by the Father-General of
the Carmelites in Rome, Philippe
Sainz de Baranda, in a private
letter to Maitre iﬁ Klem.
who was co-chatrman of the
Geneva meeting.

“Inspite of the fact that | was
not involved in the discussions
which led to.the Geneva a

ment, my attitude  has n

clear and. concrete; the imple- -
agree- -,

mentation . of the
ment... must be total.,.”
. He had con his “wishes
and will” to the head of the
rmelite order in Poland, who
had “faithfully ampled" -his

who had accepted it too:

Cardinal Albert'de Courtray,

; Aschbishopofi Lyon; the head

of France's. Roman Catholic.:

bishops, haulsownmn aletter '

position-'and had, in’turn con--
veyed it to the Auschwn.z nuns, .

' i ‘..- s
P
.'. ,.‘ pr )

until new convent is built

to Maitre Klein.

His letter, received this week,
says that he and the other three
cardinal archbishops who par-
ticipated in the Geneva meeling
“‘regret and deplore™ the delay
inimplementing the agreement,
which was mainly due to the
strong resistance of the Polish
Carmelites.

Cardinal de Courtray also
states that the nuns will leave
Auschwilz as soon as the building
of a new convent is completed.

However, building has not
even begun yet, and there are
also doubts about its location
which, it is feared, may turn out

i

,.,l'- sy
l‘d"u.\ .

to be within the limits of Ausch-
witz,

Cardinal de Courtray's letter
undertook ta submit to the
Jewish participants in the Geneva

meeting before February 22, a2

new, definitive schedule for the
transfcr of the Carmelile nuns
from Auschwitz.

If this schedule did not mect
with approval, the four cardinal
archbishops would ask the

/(Father-Gcneral of the Carmelites

to find temporary alternative

accommodation for the nuns.
Maitre Klein told the “Jewish

Chronicle” that he would listen
very carefully to what his col-

1

‘-’?ﬂ

. :.‘_ A
.a'\'
‘

leagues had to say. He himself
would advocate the immediate
transfer of the nuns to a tem-
porary site outside Auschwitz.
Tullia Zevi writes from Rome:
Il four cardinal archbishops
Macharski(Cracow), de Cour-
‘Godfried  Danneels
{Malmu-Brusscls} and Jean-
Marie Lustiger (Paris) — visited
the Vatican this week to discuss
the Auschwitz convent issue
with Pope John Paul II himself
and the Secretariat of State,
trict secrecy was maintained
about the discussions,

* The Vatican has throughout
the dispute been sympathetic to

y‘l““

Jewish feelings.

A “Jewish Chronicle” reporter
writes: Earlier, a delegation from
the Board of Deputies in Lon-
don, headed by the Board's
president, Dr Lionel Kopelowitz,
had a meeting with Cardinal
Basil Hume, the Archbishop of
Westminster.

The delegation apprised him
of the concern among British
Jews that the Geneva agreement
‘was not being honoured. Cardi-
nal Hume, in his turn, expressed
concern and indicated that he
would contact the Vatican’s

. diplomatic representative in Lon-

don,
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Sir Sigmund Sternberg 051 «<csG e Star House Grafton Road
London NW5 4BD
Teisphong (1,485 25238
Facsimilg 01-485 4512

Date
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum ouhad March 1990
FAX 0101 212 876 8351

Your re!

Dear Marc,

Thank you for sending me your Fax, "Catholics Begim Facing Full
Truth of vatican and Nazis™ and also your FAX “Gerxzn Reunification
Calls for Wise Jewish Strategy". No doubt you are aware cf Racbi
Hier‘s correspondence with Chancellor Konl and T assune
that you read the Jerusalen Post internzticpal ediliocrn. T agres
with you that Worid Jewry and Israel ought nov to a2ipear &
primary agents oprosint ra:znlificaZiscr  =n7 zZhesressy hezoms
scapegoait=d.

I regret that Cardinal CiConnor is not able to ses me, but I will
be back in New York on Friday 23rd March. I have been

invited by Henry Siegman to a special dinner in honour of Prire
Minister Mazowiecki at the Plaza Hotel when he will be prasented
with the "Freedom Award”. and therefore I can see him either

24th or 25th. Can we have lunch with you on the 17th.

Unfortunateiy, some of your recent Faxes are nct ceuning throucgh

‘clearly.

With Xind regards,

Yours sincerely,

e

SIR SIGMLN( STERNBERG

P.5. 1 could meet the Ceardinal on Sawurday or 3unday, 24 or 25th
March.
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Sir Sigmund Sternberg © 510 KCSG P Star House Grafton Road
London NW2S 48D
Telephone 01-485 2533
Facsimiie 01-4854512

Dete
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum Ovrgth February 1950
FAX 0101 212 876 8351 . r

Our e

Dear Marc,

Thank you for your FAX of Feb 14th, With regard tec tha ICCT
programme, your suggestion is excellent. Could you give me some
ideas on how this could be done?

ts
w0
(1%}

m
.

T attach a letter from Isi Leibler. what ebhculd v
Aith kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

TS

}
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SIGMUNB/SGERNBERG
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

CONGRES JUIF MOMDIAL - CONGRESQ JUDIO MUNDIAL

14th Pebruary, 1990.

LE}: d4 1

Sir Sigmund Sternberg,
Chairman,

Executive Committaee,
International Council of
Chriatiane and Jews,

Star House,

104-108 Grafton Road,
LONDON NW5 4BD
ENGLAND .

Deaxr Sigmund,

Thank you for your letter dated 5th February. I will make a
point of trying to get together with you on my next visit to
London.

Unfortunately, I believe we stand on opposite poles on what is
to me a fundamental issue involving Jewish dignity.

I believe that Cardinal Glemp made anti-Semitic remarks and
behaved abominably. I am one of those who believes that, in
this day and age, when prelates make anti-Semitic remarks, we
should not dignify them by enabling them to distinguish
between anti-Semitic remarks directed at "bad" Jews as
distinct from "good"' Jews, An anti-Semitic remark is anti-
Semitic,

-1 appreciate that you may have a different approach from me on
these matters. :

I also believe that we could probably both benefit £from
discuasing such issues on a pexrson to person basis.

I will advise you in advance of my next visit to London and
hope we can get together,

R

5 Queens Rd Melbourne, Vicloriz 2004, Australla Phone: (0%) 828 8520 Fax: (03) 828 3555 Telax: AA31438

e’
[
0

BUDAPEST BUENOQS A{RES GENEVA  JERUSALEM  -LONDON MELBOURNE NEW YCORK PARIS

ROME

X
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However I will be trying to persuade you that wa havae to
maintain a dignified, intelligent but Lough approach to
Catholics on fundamental issues. I also regard as crucifal the
need to draw distinctions between those who s=eek better
relations with the Jewish people and those whe are anti-
Semites who should be isclatad and condemned.

Warmest personal regards,

Yours sincerely,
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Poles slam antisemitism

Press Grovp convened by Sir Sigmund

Hy the Forwign Editor swrpbepg
- The “Jewish trageay’ of the Second
The Polish Pnme Minister, Mr  World War “was ou.: sommon
Tadeusz Mazowisekt, and one of his tragedy,” he added

leading colicagues spoke out strongly
3gainst anuscmitism in ther country
durnng a visit 10 London this week
"W believe deeply that there should
be no antisemutism.” Mr Mazowiecki
told a mecting of the Reiigious Weekly

Mr Jacek Ambroziak, Mimster in
the Prenuier's GfTice, with responsibility
for inter-faith relations, said he Dclmcu
l"ml .\ma;nmul" 2roups were ' ‘margi-
nai." But the Government would take ]
SIFOng measures Lo counter them.

e ————

— The Universe, Sunday Feoruary $8, 1990

AS Poland prepares 10 restore dip-
lomatic relat:ons with Israsl this
monih = brokzn off by the commun-
st aovernment o 1967 — Prime
Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecks s3:a '
l.ondon thut the centribytian of Jews
1o Polisk culurs should be 07y cum.
meomuoerated.

Mymster acek Ambrozn:k 3aid the

Poh P ' by

"u

tribute to Jews

Auschwiiz cealy camp museum :§ (O
he reshapes 12 mak2 it clear that most
of the viciims werz Jews. An inter-
- .ppaal committee ncluding Jewish
cen-esentarives Wil supcrvise the
changes.

“The Cardinal josned Mr Mazowreck,
st a I Dowmng Street dinner at
which Mrs Thatcher spoke ¢l the dehi
vwed by the Britsh peopie 10 Poiisn
sorvizemen in the Sseond World W

The Cardinal pave his blessing to
an aid agency which heips pring essan-
tiai medical aid to Poland.

*Treze 15 much that will need 10 be
cone to help the Polish peopic 10 cope
with the panful economic changes
row 1aking place. One agency helping
te mest immediate needs is the Medi-
cal Aid for Poland Fund. [ would
encourage those who wish to send

sontfibctiens 10 thiy fund wt 16,

Warsick Road, Loaden SW5 SUD."
@5Spzaking at 3 press confercmee at
the Polish Embassy in London, Mr
Mazowiecki thanked the Church [or
“serving a8 an advocate of civic and
human righis” duning martial Jaw.
“The Charch at present hus an egorm-
ous undcestanding of our difficulty.
Ir's working to muke sure the volun.
tory and self- -help groups are formed,
especially w help the poor.”™
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The shadow of
Auschwitz

Diplomatic relations berween Poland sa¢
the state of Israel, broken off under Sovier
pressure . 8. are shortly to be re-
sumed; and the Solidarity-led government
bas set up an intamational commission to
redesign the museum at the Auschwitz
coneentration camp. Jhese were the two
most 1mporian ade by the Polish
Prime Minister, Tadeusz Mazowiecki, the
st non-Communist 1€ader of a Warsaw
Pact country, at a conference for the
religiou press in London last wee k. Mazo-
wieck: had himself requested the meeting
as soon as he was unexpectedly chosen as
Prime Minister last_September. He re.
ceived a letter of congratulations from Sir
Sigmund Sternberg, chairman of the ex-
ecutive committes of the International
Council of Christians and Jews, who
assured him that prayers had been offered
1n the synagogue for him and for Poland.
Mazowiecki responded warmly to the fet-
tex, and his press conference was 2 further
mark of granrude 1o Sterberg's initiative.
Though the embarrassing matter of the
Auschwiz Carmelite convent was barely
mentioned, it hovered in the background.
Mazowiecki is clearly determined toopena
new %gg%mmm:n.
“We and Jews”, he said through an
interpreter, “have lived for centuries on
the same soil, and Polish culturs would not
be the same had it not been for the Jewish
clement, The Jewish fragedy — the
greatest tragedy of World War I1 -~ way
also a Polish tragedy because the Polish
people also suffered greatly.” “So all those
Poles”, he went on, “who feel deeply and
who have a deep moral sense consider that
there shME%AmES&msmf That
was essentially what he had come to
London to say to the religious press.
‘ Some of the details were filled out by
Jactk Ambrosiak, head of the office of
religious affairs. This was the Stalinist
, found in every Communist country,
which had the unenviable and in the cnd
mmpossible task of controlling the Church.
Mazowiecki has retained the office but
tumed it into 2 kind of ministry of minor-

‘fties responsible for inter-faith relations.

000 Russizn Orthodox Christians
in north-east d are the es{ minor-

ity today,
E iu! Mazowiecki feels a spcaal re.spans:

bility toward the memory of the three
million Jews who lived in pre-war Poland.
‘Preserving an
cemeteries a.qd reli orus artefacts is a

rethink the Auzhwnz concentration camp
site is Mazowiecki's most imporuant ine

g movation: the Foundation m charge of it
ummmaﬂxbemdaupefmp:qwm

qn-p *an' Jl.-
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tves of Poland, Isracl and the Jewish
internanonal commupity
ﬁﬁnﬁﬁta musexm  was
devised in the Staiimist period and its
" primary am was 10 lustrate the evils of
Nazism. The aim now, said Ambrosiak, i
the tragedy of the Jewish
the cther victims. The restora-
ciplomatc reciations will ensire
Israels participation at all stages of the
process. Ncore hus vet siid whether there
wiil be a2 memoriai to ;he hemosexuals #ho
perished at Auschwitz: the Church — it is
already clear — will oppose the idea.

But the Church’s role is changing, As a
Catholic acuivist, Mazowiecki has a Domi-
pican  chaplain, Alexander Hankce-
Ligowski, which suggests that he will not
lack for theologica! advice. A grey-haired,
stooping figure 1o dark suit and dask tie, ke
is a cauyous intellzctua! rather than a
chansmatic_personality, t3 whom history
has n'é‘t‘-&f;ig a kindly hand. His pnmary
purpose in visiting Britain was to get heip
in controlling runaway inflation and re-
scheduling the crippling Polish debt. He is
concerned about German reunification. It

says much for Mazowieck: that despite -

these daunting wornies, he should give such
impornance (0 rmprovmg Polish-Jewish re-
lations.

—
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‘Ecumenical choir

The American choir known as the Gloriae
Dei Cantores arrived in Britain this week
to begin a 12-weck European tour which
will take them to Eastern Europe apd
finzlly the Soviet Union, with the direct
co~operation of the Russian Orthodox
Church. Through the personal involve-
ment of Metropolitan Pitirim of Voloko-
lamsk and Yunev, and Metropelitan Alex
of Leningrad and Novgorod, the choir is
scheduled to sing in several local churches

and monastenies in addition to its pro-.

gramme of major concerts in Moscow and
Leningrad.

All the members of the choir come from
the same ecumenical, semi-monastic,
mixed community at Cape Cod, Mas-
sachusetts. The Community of Jesus com-
prises some 300 residents of different
denominations, including Catholics. Mem-
bers or families are responsible for their
own finances and must hold jobs outside
the community, but some — the sisters and
brothers — have taken vows similar to
those taken by religlous, giving up “the
right to own, to cihoose and 10 marry”™,

Corporate - worship - centres on Holy
Communion, which is celebrated according
to the Episcopalian fitusgy — ale-s- -
community are ordained clerg
each day the Divine Office is 1
in Latin at seven.services acoo:
Be.nedxme Solemes me. E

‘11. ‘rn-ﬂ-f
- _“J' Ll

2t

dedication to Gregorian chant reflects the
view that it represents the authentic prayer
of the ¢arly undivided Church and conveys
a sense of ynity which Chnistianity needs to
recover. The, (iregorian music scholar, Dr
Mary Berry, of Cambndge. England, has
rrained the communiry extensively in the
chant, which the choir will also perform on
its European concert tour, and Cardinal
Hume himself will be one of the guasts at
thewr evenung concert at St Joha's. Smith
Square, London SW1, on 22 March,

The community hegain in the early
Sixties when Cay Andzrsen, who had
suffered 3 recurrence of a chitdhood dis-
ease which had made her an invalid,
experienced healing afier her fmend Judy
Sorenszn prayed for her. ft Trought their
rwo families together, and within a few
months their miristry cof teachung and
prayer. counselling acd healing had begun.
Today the community s a place of renewa!
where thousands come for retreat, coun-
sclling and healing

Death of a pioneer

The French Dominican theologian Marie-
Dominique Cheou who died on 11 Febru-
ary shortly afier reaching his 95th birthday
was no stranger to controversy, his nine.
tieth brrthday in 1988 beirg marked by the
republication of his book, A School of
Theology, Le Saulchoir, which the Vatcan
put on the Index in !942 Itis difficult now
to know what the fuss was all abeur. Le
Saulchoir was the name of the Demezucan
theologica: coliege which had beez in exile
ip Belgium since 1903, returning to France
m 1938. It could claim some sort of
eonfinuity with the srudy house cf Saint-
Jacques in Paris, founded iz 1229, where St
Thomas Aquinas taught. Superficially the
row was an inner-Dominican quarrel about

he place of Aquinas. Had the “Angclic
Doctor" {as he was known) said the last
word? Had he managed a timeless synth-
esis of Christian truth valid for all ime?
Yes, answered many Dominicans of the
time, notably the powerful figure of Regin.
ald Garrigou-Lagrange, professor at
Rome's Angelicumn University, Chenu was
one of his star pupils as was, at a later date,
the young Karol Wojtyla,

Chenu's book challenged the idea of a
“timeless Thomism”. He made the very
obvious point that a text could only be
understood in its historical, cultural, social,
and political context. There was no *disin-
camnate theology™. The way to study theok
ogy was to study its history, so as to

become aware of the different ways in

which Christian revelation bad been ex-

pressed. In 1942 these ideas seemed like a -

revival of the “Modernism™ condemned in
1907, so they had to be suppressed.
“Don't worry,” said Cardinal Emmanuel
Suhard, Archbishop of Paris, "m wenty
years fime evervons -~ Lo
L1
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Sternberg honour

Sir Sigmund Stern receiving the insignia of an officer
brother of the Order of St John from Lord Grey of Naunton,
Lord Prior of St Jobn, at the Grand mry(:hmd.
Clerkenwell, London, yesterday,




@ Annlhar gtmg has come the way of Sir
Sigmund Sternberg, venerable cham- *
pion of soclalism, Freeman of the City of
London, Lloyds underwriter, war veteran
and Industriallst. The Queen has also .
rscognlsod his Inler-!allh work.

T oo *
SIr Slgmund, whu lives In Gour‘lonay
Avenue, Highgate, was admitted to the
Order of St John, a emall band of people
who have demonstrated,
{raternal spirit of Christlan orders of

lmlghlhqu devoled to the alleviation of -

1 'tho con- ~

: suffering In the world™,

Presenting him with the order last
Thursday at the grand Prlory Church,
Clerkenwell, was Baron Grey ol Naun-
ton, Lord Prlor of the Order of St John.
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Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
Institute of Human Relations
165 East 56 Street

New York, N.Y. 10022-2746
U.S.A.

My dear Rabbi Tanenbaum,

I appreciate very much your profound commitment snd your sensi-
tivity regarding the most at the moment difficult problem of the Car-
melite convent., Thank you for your so deeply engaged letter of
February 7th.

I am fully sware thaet the statement of Cardinal Macharski, among
others because of its laconism, has brought about many quite sharp
reactions from the Jewish side. It seems to me that, from the very
beginning, the expectations have been much bigger than the real possi-
blities. That is why I travelled to Paris together with Father Musial
in order to explain better the true intentions of Cardinal Machars-
ski's comnuniqué., A little later, while in Rome, I phoned Or. Riegner
and tried to clarify some necessary points. In the name of Polish’
Commission for the Dislogue with the Judaisme I have also expressed
our view regarding his declaration enclosed in your letter. According
to my feeling the real difficulties are due not to the lack of willin-
gness of anyone from Polish side, but in the most part are wholly
objective.

Since I have written to you we have in this matter still some mo-
re positive developments. On the 27the January and the 9th February the
General of the Carmelite Order has written two letters, respectively
to Cardinal Albert Decourtray and to Mr Théo Klein,In both he has
expressed his full aspproval for the project of the Auschwitz center
of information, education, meeting and prayer, which includes also,
the presence of the Carmelite Sisters in the new place.

Concerning your Commentary on "Auschwitz to be moved to new
center" - for which I am deeply grateful! - I permit myself to add
some small remarks: You have written: "Auschwitz was built by the
Nazis for the primary purpose of exterminating European Jews". Now,
it is obviously true, but not from the very beginning. According
to the Encyclopaedia lIudsica /vol. 8 p. 871/ mass murder of Jews
begen in March 1942. And the first transport of Poles arrived
to Auschwitz the 14 June 1940. From this time on, during nearly two
years, the Auschwitz camp was fonctionning es sn extermination cemp

; pfimarly for Poles. It is of course quite possible, and even very
likely, that there were also some Jews among the prisoners defined
as "Poles", but they came to Auschwitz not as Jews, but as Poles.

ZAT Liono 827 04.1088 700 AL
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The first trensports of Jews, defined as such, arrived truly in March
1942 and the first Jewish transport sent to Auschwitz by R.S.H.A.
/Reichssicherheitshauptamt/ arrived the 12th May 1942. Such was the
real beginning of the systematic extermination of Jews decreted at the
Wannsee conference, the 20th January 1942.

Many thousands of Polish poeple were dying in Auschwitz already
since the summer 1940, and that is why, among others, as I have many
times repeated, Auschwitz has become for all the Poles, still during
the war, a holy symbol of martyrdoin of the Polish nation. Thus, under-
standing personally very well the feelings and the sensitivity of the
Jews, for whom the same Auschwitz has become the symbol of Shoah, I am
not able to see how convince in a plausible way iy compatriotes that
the Carmelite convent should be inoved at once, to a not yet existing
"interim center". And to the best of iy knowledge Cardinal Macharski
has really no possibility to create on the spot such an "interim
center". -

Truly I see only one issue: to intensify all our efforts to
build as quickly as possible the Auschwitz center and in the meantime
to learn to suffer each other in charity and to try on both sides
to abstain from hostilities in the spirit of our common-rooted faith.

I implore our God that the prayer, even the one of the Carmelite
Sisters, may not divide us, but bring us closer together, The idea
of the Auschwitz center of information, education, meeting and prayer,
which has ‘found—the-fuld -approval of the Pope, John Paul II, in his
address to the Jewish authorities in Vienna, merits without doubt
our common efforts in order to propagate it and to explain its true
meaning. It seems to me that only our common and genuine commitment,
which was at the very heart of Geneva II, can give an authentic
answer to the challenge of the present situation.

I pray the Holy One, ybur good wishes may become reality
and remain

respectfully yours

6{535 tf%?:;¢;,,4f Céaﬁzabr:;;.gaéﬁft

/-/ Henryk Muszyhski

Bishop of Wloclawek

Enclosure : Déclaration de la Commission de 1°' Episcopat Polonis pour

le Dialogue avec le Judafsae

For information: Franciszek Cardinal Macharski



(c) 1989 Los Angeles Times, February é4, 1989
February 24, 1989, Friday, Home Edition
SECTION: Part 1; Page 23 Column 13 Foreign Desk
LENGTH: 128 words
HEADLINE: THE WORLD

BODY: : .

The head of the European Jewish Congress protested delays in moving a
Carmelite convent from the grounds of the former Nazi concentration camp at
Auschwitz, Poland. Lionel Kopelowitz, the group’'s president, said in a statement
that the continued presence of the nuns there past an agreed upon deadline is an
affront to Jews. Vatican and Jewish 1leaders in 1987 agreed that the nuns
would leave the site by Feb. 22, 1989. "Until this problem is resclved, ‘ongoing

Jewish relations with the church will remain difficult,"” Kopelowitz said.
Vatican sources blamed the delays on logistics. The nuns have occupied a
building at Ruschwitz known as the 01d Theater, where the Nazis stored the
poisonous gas Zyuklon B along with the clothes and valuables of their victims.
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(c) 1989 Newsday, February 24, 1989

February 24, 1989, Friday, NASSAU AND SUFFOLK EDITION

SECTION: NEWS; Pg. 14
Other Edition: City Pg. 12

LENGTH: 105 words

HEADLINE: Jews Protest Delays

BYL;BE: Conpiled from News Dispatches _
wkEYﬁDRD; JEWS§ -CRfHULIC bHURbH; NAZIj; POLAND

BODY1:
The head of the European Jewish Conpress yesterday protested delays in

'moving a convent from the grounds of the former Nazi concentration camp of
Auschwitz. ’

Council president Lionel Kopelowitz said in a statement that the.continued
presence of the nuns past the agreed deadline was an affront to  Jews.

(c) 1989 Newsday, February 24, 1989

Jewish leaders were outraged in 1984 when the Carmelite nuns opened the
convent and demanded that they move so the death camp site in Poland could
remain a tribute to Jews killed there.

Vatican and Jewish leaders in 1987 agreed that nuns would leave the site by
Feb. 22, 1989. Vatican sources blamed the delay on logistics.
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Sir Sigmund Sternberg .51 KCSG JP o Star House Grafton Road
London NWS5 480D
Telephone 01-485 2538
Facsimile 01-485 4512

Rabbi Marc H Tanenbaun,
45 East 89th Street (18F),

New York,

NY 10128

Usa Date
27th February 19920 Our ret

Your re!

Dear Marc,
I attach draft letter to Isi Leibler, what do you think?

Yours sincerely,

-

7
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Sir Sigmund Steynberg
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Sir Sigmund Sternberg 0 St KCSG JP Star House Grafton Road
London NW5 4BD
Telephone 01-485 2538
Facsimile 01-485 4512

Mr Isi J Leibler AO,CBE,
Vice President,

World Jewish Congress, Date =
116 Kooyong Road, '

Caulfield, Oor:red

Victoria. 3161 26th February 1990

AUSTRALIA Z Your re! ERA> G106 3 g2 :1'-; ‘5;’5“5'5—

Dear Mr Leibler

Thank you for your letter. I fully agree with you that no one, Jew
or gentile, has the right to ‘dignify’ anti-semetic remarks and so

fully concur with your feeling that these nmust be condemned clearly
and unequivocally. I have made my position clear on this point on

many occasions.

Neither the Jewish people nor the Jewish purpose are served by
denouncing people and leaving it at that - my belief is that, along
with the strongest condemnation of all antisemites, must go an
effort to re-educate them, especially so when they are in a
position to influence not just tens but hundreds of thousand and
possibly millions.

I should welcome an opportunity to discuss these matters with you
in person. We have much more in common than what divides us.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

Sir Sigmund Sternberg



Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum

March 13, 1990

Sir Sigmund Sternberg
London, England

Dear Siggie,
Thanks for yourfax received this morning.

Cardinal O'Connor is in Rome this week. His aide will call me thissafternoon
and we will try to set your appointment with him for March 24 and 25. I will
let you know as soon as I find out.

I am eager to see you and Hazel for luncheon, but March 17 and 13 are difficult.

On Sunday, I am presiding at the wedding of a leading Jewish prosecuting attorney's
daughter, and have agreed to meet with their family on the 17th. The 16th or anytime
after Sunday would be good for me (hopefully also for Georgette) either for

luncheon or dinner.

I regret the transmission of faulty faxes. My machine was in disrepair
westerdey, but has since been fixed.

I look forward to seeing you and Hazel shortly.

Warmest regards,

,/\J\a\—)"’\’&___‘
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March 15, 1989

RESOLUTION
Adopted Plenary Session,
New York

The United States Section of the World Jewish Congress deems unacceptable
the failure by Catholic Church authorities to fulfill the two-year
commitment to remove the Carmelite Convent presently on the site of

the former Auschwitz death camp;

The Section notes the February 23, 1989 statement of the International
Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC) expressing
deep regret and profound disappointment that the convent has not

been closed in accordance with the undertakings by leaders of the
Roman Catholic Church to representatives of the Jewish communities

in Europe as specified in the Geneva agreement of February 22, 1987;

The Section supports the IJCIC decision included in the February 23
statement to postpone the scheduled meeting with Vatican representatives
on "the history of anti-Semitism, culminating in the Holocaust,"

until the problem of the transfer of the convent is resolved;

The Section notes that the failure to comply with the Geneva 1987
agreement has further damaged already strained Vatican-Jewish
relations and cannot be seen in isolation from other events in the
relationship. The convent controversy is symptomatic of a clear
pvattern by the Vatican to revise the history of the Holocaust and the
role of the Church during that terrible period. .

As an expressibn of anguish and moral distress, the United States
Section asks that the WJC Executive call upon its member communities
in 70 countries to refrain from meeting with the current Pope during

his future visits abroad.

The Section requests that its Chairman convey this resolution to
the International Executive meeting of the WJC convening ‘in Montreal

on May 7.
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cannot be seen in isolation from other events in the relationship. The convent controversy is
symptomatic of a clear pattern by the Vatican to revise the history of the Holocaust and the
role of the church during that terrible period.”

Rabbi A. James Rudin, president of 1JCIC, said he could not immediately respond to the -
boycott call because he would have to consult the member organizations of that agency first.
However, speaking in his capacity as national interreligious affairs director of the American
Jewish Committee, he said that organization was not advocating a Jewish boycott of papal
visits because “each Jewish community has to decide on their own.”

At the same time, Rabbi Rudin stressed that the American Jewish Committee is taking the
controversy “very seriously” and is “continuing to prm vigorously” for the relocation of the

convent.
03-15-89 9849
Critic charges mainline churches not meeting spiritual needs

Willmar Thorkelson

RNS Correspondent

ROSEVILLE, Minn. (RNS) — “Left-of-center” positions taken on political and social
issues by so-called “old-line” Protestant denominations are only partially responsible for thelr
decline in membership, a critic said here.

The main factor has to do with the sense of their members that they are not being fed
spiritually in their churches, said Kent R. Hill, executive director of the Institute on Religion
and Democracy, a “‘neo-conservative” group based in Washington.

He spoke to an interdenominational group at Advent Lutheran Church in this St. Paul
suburb, one of several appearances he made in area colleges and churches.

People leave their churches when they sense that the atmosphere is not conducive to
spiritual growth, said Dr. Hill, a Ph.D. in history who formerly taught at the University of
Washington, Seattle.

He said a study of the five top denominations in the National Council of Churches
showed an “incredible” decline in their memberships in the past 10 to 20 years — the
equivalent of a 700-member congregation closing down every day for 15 years. And he said
that the National Council of Churches itself had to cut two-thirds of its professional staff
because of declining support by its member denominations.

The decline in spiritual health by a church “precedes its polltu:al problem,” Dr. Hill
said. “When churches are not on fire for their falth any more, they become vulnerable to other
ideas,” he added.

“Utopian leftist political ideas are not just bad politics, which can lead to disastrous
things,” Dr. Hill said. “They are bad politics based on bad theology — they are utopian notions
of how to bring about a peaceful world that are invariably based on views of human nature
that are much more optmustlc than can be found in orthodox Christianity — Protestant or
evangelical.

. “Bad political 1deas — both left and right — often reflect thinking not in the
mainstream of historical Christianity,” he said.

Dr. Hill, who is writing a book about religion in the Soviet Union, told how, after
spending some time in the U.S.S.R. several years ago, he tried to alert U.S. Protestant social
ministry executives about the “severe repression and persecution” facing Pentecostals and
other Christians in the Soviet Union. He said he “ran into a stone wall.” The reason, he decided
later, was that these church bureaucrats “had a decided political bias which made them less

inclined to be responsive.”
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now about $5.5 million annually, represents about 4 percent of the Southern Baptist
Convention’s revenue.

Mr. McCartney said that percentage has been steady “for a number of years, and
we see no reason that should be changed.”

The sale contract called for $11 million when the sale was completed and $23 million
spread over 12 years, the commission said in a statement. In addition, the commission was to
have received 35 hours a week of time on the network, plus 3 percent of “gross receipts” for
30 years.

Mr. McCartney estimated the denomination has spent $50 million on ACTS.

ACTS programs are about 65 percent family entertainment and 35 percent religious,
Mr. McCartney said. The religious programs include shows by such denominations as United
Methodist, Roman Catholic and United Church of Christ, as well as Southern Baptist.

ACTS is available to about 9.2 million homes across the United States, he said. _

The former board chairman of the Baptist Radio-Television Commission, the Rev. John
Roberts, said the planned sale had “looked like a god-send” because the purchasers were to
assume ACTS’ debt and also continue the network’s mission as church leaders had
envisioned it.

To start the network, the commission borrowed about $10 million; about $8 million of
that is still owed, Mr. McCartney said.

Dr. Roberts said losses were expected in the early years of ACTS. The commission,
however, had anticipated the network would attract enough viewers that it would be able to
break even through the sale of time for commercials.

The president of the commission, the Rev. Jimmy Allen, said last summer that ACTS
had suffered from the Jim Bakker and Jimmy Swaggart scandals.

Response to “‘on-air” solicitation has dropped, he said. The Baptist Commission’s board
would be open to other offers, Mr. McCartney said, but the committee did not solicit offers at
its March 14 meeting.

| 9858
“Jewish group proposes boycott of pope in convent controversy
By Religious News Service

NEW YORK (RNS) — The United States Section of the World Jewish Congress (WJC)
has called on the international body to propose a Jewish boycott of meetings with Pope John
Paul 1I to protest the continuing presence of a Carmelite convent on the site of the Auschwitz
death camp in Poland.
In a resolution adopted March 15, the U.S. section of the WJC noted that European Catholic
authorities had failed to have the convent relocated by Feb. 22, the deadline that was agreed
to in an agreement reached in Geneva two years ago.
The convent on the concentration camp site has become a focus of protest by Jewish
Holocaust survivors and other groups which believe the site should be preserved as a
memorial to Jewish victims of the Nazis.
~ The agreement signed by four European cardinals in 1987 stipulated that “there will be no
permanent Catholic place of prayer on the site of the Auschwitz and Birkenau camps” and
promised that the convent would be relocated as of Feb. 22, 1989. When that deadline was not
met, the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC) said it was
“profoundly disappointed.”
The statement by the U.S. section of the World Jewish Congress said the failure to comply
with the 1987 agreement “has further damaged already strained Vatican-Jewish relations and
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03-17-89 : 9875
Catholic leader cites problems in movmg Auschwitz convent N
By Darrell Turner - e haren

_ RNS Associate Editor
(RNS) — Jewish leaders who are complaining about the continuing presence of a” ;' =
Carmelite convent at Auschwitz don't appreciate the difficulties involved in relocating the’ caig
facility and the 10 elderly nuns living there, says the U.S. Catholic bishops’ chief speclalist in

Catholic-Jewish relations.
“Things don’t work overnight,” the Rev. Eugene J. Fisher, director of the bishops’.

Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations, told RNS in a March 17 telephone interview. s

/iiPohnd is not the United States. You have to get permission for things.”
Dr. Fisher was responding to a statement issued two days earlier by the United Sfates

Section of the World Jewish Congress. (See RNS story No. 9858 of March 15). That group s
called on the international body to propose a Jewish boycott of meetings with Pope John Paul
II to protest the failure to relocate the convent by Feb. 22, the deadline that was agreed to by

five European cardinals at a meeting in Geneva two years ago.

The convent on the concentration camp site has become a focus of protest by Jewish
Holocaust survivors and other groups that believe the site should be preserved as a memorial
to Jewish victims of the Nazis. When the deadline was not met, the International Jewish
Committee on Interreligious Consultations cancelled a dialogue with Catholic leaders that had
been scheduled for Zurich, Switzerland, Feb. 20-24.

Dr. Fisher said that although Jews are “entitled to do whatever they feel is proper”
in response to the situation, he felt the boycott proposal was “a little odd” because the Vatican

was not a party to the 1987 agreement.
- European Catholic leaders bad indicated late last year that the delay was caused by the

refusal of the 10 elderly nuns to relocate. Although the Carmelites subsequently indicated that
they would move out of Auschwitz, there still has been no such achon and no new schedule for
the move has been announced.

“Part of it is simply finding a place for them to move to,” Dr. Fisher said. “They have
agreed to move. I believe them. It seems a little silly to make them camp out in the hills”

until a new facility is located.
The U.S. Catholic official also pointed out that since the convent is a single community,

the nuns could not be split up and relocated into different Carmelite facilities.
“I can well understand why it’s more difficult to move than some people do,” Dr. Fisher
said. “You can get cold in Poland in the springtime. Putting these 10 nuns out in the streets

isn’t the most benign thing to do.”
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The American Jewish Committee protects the rights and freedoms of Jews the
world over; combats bigotry and anti-Semitism and promotes human rights
for all; warks for the security of Israel and deepened understanding between
Americans and |sraelis; defends democratic values and seeks their realization
in American public policy; and enhances the creative vitality of the Jewish
people. Founded in 1906, it is the pioneer human-relations agency in the U.S.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, March 24. . . The following statement was issued today by Rabbi A. James Rudin, National
Interrcligious Affairs Director of the American Jewish Committee:

"The American Jewish Committee strongly opposes the resolution that was recently adopted
by the American Section of the World Jewish Congress in which the ‘Section asks that the
WIC Executive call upon its member communities in 70 countries to refrain from meeting
with the current Pope during his future visits abroad.”

"Instead of ‘refraining’ from serious interreligious meetings with the spiritual leader of the
Roman Catholic Church, what is needed now is an intensified effort both in this country
and overseas 10 address all the issues in the Catholic-Jewish encounter, especially the speedy
implementation of the agreement 1o close the Carmelite Convent at Auschwitz. The AJC
is working vigorously with our Jewish and Catholic partners to achieve this goal.

*The AJC believes that the genuine gains that have been achieved in building positive
relations between Jews and Catholics will be seriously undermined if the World Jewish
Congress resolution were 10 be carried out. Indeed, the AJC recommits itself to the vital
.process of strengthening mutual respect and understanding between Jews and Catholics, and
long experience has shown that wise policy keeps the lines of communication open, and

does not close doors."

The American Jewish Committee protects the rights and freedoms of Jews the world over; combats
bigotry and ‘anti-Semitism; promotes human rights for all; works for the security of Israel and deepened
understanding between Americans and Israelis; defends democratic values and seeks their realization in
American public policy; enhances the creative vitality of the Jewish people. Founded in 1906, it is the
pioneer human-relations agency in the US. . °

89-960-63
Pope.JAR3
PEIS/smm
3/24/89

AJRZ
Theodore Ellenof, President: Lea Nevas, Chair, Board of Governors; Rabert S. Jacobs, Chair, National Executive Council; Edward E. Elson, Chair, Board of Trustees
Ira Silverman, Executive Vice-President
Washington Office, 2027 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. Washington OC 20036 - Israel hg.: PO, Box 1538, Jerusalem 31410, Israel

South America hq. lemporary office) 165 E. 56 St, New York. NY 10022-2746
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Memorandum. from. . . . . WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

50! Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 e (212) 7555770

March 24, 1989,

To: Dxr, leon Feldman
From: Elan Steinberg j

Just a follow-up to my polnt that nobedy can be responsible for how
the nresa characterizes an organizational decision,

You will recall that we pointed out, at yesterday:'s meeting, that the
media's use of the word "boycott" was their characterization, not con-
tained in the WJC U,S., Section resolution, Similarly, as I had in-
dicated at the meeting, the media had characterized the LICIC postponee
ment of the consultation with the Vatican as “boycott"

Please note in this connection the attached February 27, 1989, item
from the NC NEWS SERVICE. '




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, March 24, . . The following statement was lssued today by Rabbl A. James Rudin, National
Interrcligious Affalrs Director of the American Jewish Committee:

"The Ametican Jewish Commitiee strongly opposes the resolution that was recently adopted
by the American Section of the World Jewish Congress [n which the ‘Sectlon asks that the
WJC Exccutive call upon its member communities In 70 countries to refrain from meeting
with the current Pope during his future visits abroad.”

i ' *Instcad of ‘refraining’ from serfous Interreligious meetings with the spiritual lcader of the
Roman Cathotlc Church, what Is necded now s an Intensified offort both in this country
and oversess to address all the Jssues In the Catholic-Jewish encounter, especially the specdy
Implementation of the agreement to ¢lose the Carmelite Convent at Auschwitz. The AJC
is working vigorously with our Jewish and Catholic pariners to achleve this goal.

"The AJC believes that the genuine gains that have been achicved in building positive
relations between Jews and Catholics will be scriously undermined if the World Jewish
Congress resolution were 1o be carried out. Indéed, the AJC recommits itsclf to the vial
process of sirengthening mutual respect and understanding between Jews and Catholics, and
long experience has shown that wise policy keeps the lines of communication Open, and
does not ¢lose doors.®

The Amorican Jewish Commitiee protects the rights and frecdoms of Jews the world over; combats

-~ bigotry apd anti-Semitism; promotes human rights for all; works for the sccurlty of Israel and decpencd

" undersianding between Americans and Israclls; defends democratlc values and secks thelr roalization In

‘American public policy; enhsnces the creative viality of the Jewlsh people. Founded in n 1506, it is the
“ploncer human-relstions agency n the US. :

PopeJAR3
PEIS/smm



=~ DAILYNEWS BULLETIN

ASITORS TO AUSCHWITZ CONVENT - In response, said Dimant, “the Polish offi-
SAY NUNS ARE NOT ABOUT TO LEAVE cials indicated to us that they were looking for a
By Susan Birnbaum . solution to the problem, although they were not a
; party to the agreement made in ‘Geneva. They

NEW YORK, March 27 .(JTA) -+ Two delega- | nevertheless would like to see that agreement
tions that visited the Carmelite convent at Ausch- | implemented.” T )
witz..récently saw- a newly erected 23-foot-high . ‘ ‘
cross there and say it appears that fRe fuons are = Problem R With rdinal

fiot planning to leave, despite assurances from - From those talks, Dimant said, he had the
—TCatholic officials to the contrary. sense that the power to resolvé the problem rests
A French-Belgian delegation that included a  with Cardinal Franciszek Macharski of Krakow.
Catholic priest was stopped from entering the Macharski, one of -the signatories to the
( convent last week, and a petition from the group 1987 agreement to remove the convent, wrote that
asking the nuns to leave was rejected. construction of an alternative center for “infor-
~The 10 or so nuns living in the .convent [ mation, edqu__praycr had
have not moved, despite an agreement signed by \‘“entered the final phase of its implementation.”
Catholic officials in Geneva two years.ago that As Dimant understands it, “it’s 'a question
pledged the convent would be relocated by Feb. now of the cardinal's agreeing to one of the
22, 1989, three alternative sites proposed, and apparently

The failure to make good on that promise [ the decision to agree on the site by the cardinal
has soured Catholic-Jewish relations worldwide. | is not moving as expeditiously as it should be.”
The presence of the convent on the site where “The impression that we were left with is
more than 2 million Jews were murdered is deeply that absolutely no work has begun on that alter-
offcnsivenminrﬂolocaust Survivors. (nate convent, since it has not been selected,” he

But it has also angered many Christians. A  said.

Belgian priest, Abbe -Bernard, accompanied two During its visit, the B'nai Brith Canada
officials of the French Section of the World -group was stunned and frightened to turn a
_—Jewish Congress on a visit to the convent last corner at Auschwitz and come upon men and
week, — women dressed in the garb of prisoners and SS

They—brought with them a petition, signed officials.

byiB!gO Belgian Catholic% asking for the removal They had unwittingly encountered Arnold
_of the convent Trom the Auschwitz site. Kopelson’s filming of the story of a Jewish boxer

“The nuns rejected the petition, and after ' from Salonika.

15 minutes of. discussion refused the delegation to « “It penetrated our very souls ‘to see that,”
(cntcr the convent,” the group reported to WJC especially when actors told them the uniforms
headquarters here. : were originals, Dimant said.
The group also said that the convent build- The Canadian group also visited the Majda-

ing has been “totally reconstructed” and that a nek and Treblinka concentration camps. It was
recently established, 23-Toot-high Christian cross Dimant’s first trip to Poland, and the visit to the
“symbolizes that the place belongs to the Catho- camps left a deep impression on him.

lics™ “I" want to. stress that we intensify our
—Making the visit were Gilberte Djian and /programs of bringing people to the camp sites,”
Serge Cwej airwoman and secretary- (he said. “No amount of literature, no amount of
.- general, respectively, of WIC’s French Section. | photographs can substitute walking into the

torture chamber of Auschwitz.”
‘Massive Cross’ Erected :
Similar firdings were reported by a B'nai WOMAN WHO HID CHILDREN IN I1ZIEU
Brith Canada delegation that recently returned RECEIVES FRENCH LEGION OF HONOR
from Poland. ’

Frank Dimant, executive vice president of PARIS, March 27 (JTA) -- The Jewish woman
B'nai_Brith_Canada, who led thc group of 16, who created a safe house for Jewish children at
described the new crucifix as *“a massive cross, Izieu, France, has received the prestigious “Le-
just towering alongslde the convent. - gion of Honor” decoration from President Fran-

“Since we had some survivors in our mis- cois Mitterrand.
sion, it was very difficult for them to understand Sabina Zlatin, a Polish Jew_who found refuge
and to witness this,” he said in a telephone call in France right before World War II, is the only
from Jerusalem last week. - survivor of Izieu, whose 44 children. were even- .

Dimant also said _his group “didn’t see - tually sent to Auschwuz by Lyon Gestapo officer
signs” the convent was being abandoned. “It.is Klaus Barbie.
well-kept,” he said. . Zlatin, now 82, created the home at Izieu
The group met with Polish government where she hid Jewish children when the Nazis
officials to discuss the convent and also the occupied France.

prosccution of Nazi war criminals residing in On April 6, 1944, Barbie ordered German

Canada, . soldiers-to arrest all of the 44 children, who were
The group included Dimant; Moishe Smith, between the ages of 5 and 17.

president-elect of B’nai Brith Canada; and R. Lou They were all deported to Drancy, a wa

Ronson, vice president of B'nai B’rith Internation- station to Auschwitz on the outskirts of Pari
al. They met with Acting Foreign Minister Jan Testimony about the deportations was used i
Majewski and Wladyslaw Loranc, director of the 1987 to convict Barbie of a range of war crim
Office for Religious Denominational Affairs. charges. He was 'sentenced to life imprisonment.

On the thorny issue of the convent, Ronson In his presentation of ‘the honor, Mitterran
told Loranc that the convent’s location at Ausch- encouraged Zlatin to continue in her effort
witz “is most painful to the world Jewish com- make the house at Izieu a memorial museum f
munity.” He asked government help to “expedite the children, so ‘that *“the memory of such
an early resolution to this problcm i great drama would be kept.”




=5

"DAILY NEWS BULLETIN

!_' . = - :
| MARCH 28, 1989
! | —

IDF RUNNING $330 MILLION DEFICIT
DUE TO HIGH COST OF THE UPRISING
By Hugh Orgel 3

TEL AVIV, March 27 (JTA) -- The Israel
Defense Force has accumulated a- deficit of 580
million shekels (nearly $330 million) as a result of
expenses related to controlling the Palestinian
uprising in the administered territories, according
to the Israeli daily newspaper Ha'aretz.

Quoting senior military sources, the paper
reports that a considerable percentage of the
funds earmarked for developing alternatives to the
costly Lavi fighter plane are bcmg used to cover
day to-day expenses.

-The [DF -will discuss the budgctary problems
in a long-range plan to be presented to Defense
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in early April, the paper
said.

Contrary to the IDF's expectations, the
Finance Ministry has not reimbursed the IDF for
expenditures related to the uprising. Some 80
million shekels (845 million) appropriated for the
IDF this year will not be transferrcd unnl ne.u
year.

According to the sources, the deflcn is
similar in magnitude to the sum designated by the
long-range plan to cover the purchase, through
1992, of two diesel-powered submarines from West
Germany.

The plan to order the submarines from West
German shipyards was put on hold by the chief of
staff last month. But the delay is now being
reconsidered at Rabin’s express orders, following
complaints by the Israeli navy.

The two Dolphin-class submarines will cost
approximately $450 million to produce. The deci-
sion to purchase them was made more than a vear
ago, after nearly 10 years of discussion of IDF
procurement plans. )

The navy is also due to get three new Saar
V-class missile boats, to be built in the United
States. There ar¢ no shipyards in the United
States building conventional submarines,

The Israeli navy is thought to have three
British Vickers 206 submarines that are at least a
decade old.

PIANO COMPETITION IN ISRAEL
DRAWS MUSICIANS FROM 22 NATIONS
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, March 27 (JTA) -- Fifty pianists
from 22 countries, including six Israelis, have
gathered in Isracl for the start of the sixth -Artur
Rubinstein
tion, regarded as one of the most prcst:g:ous
piano competitions in the ‘world. -

Of the 160 applicants who apphcd this year,
136 met the strict criteria for the selection: past
musical experience, previous awards and enthusi-
astic recommendations. From them, 50 contestants
were chosen.

They are competing for a gold medal and
$10,000 in first-prize money, as well as guaran-

ced appearances with leading world orchéstras

nd recording contracts.

Established in 1973, the international compe-
tion, named in honor and now memory of- the
te maestro Artur Rubinstein, aims to encourage
oung talent. It is open to pianists of all nation-
ities between the ages of 18 and 32, and is held
Israel every two or three years.

The prize winner will perform at a concert
ith the Israel Philharmonic on April 12,

international piano masters competi-

GROUPS SAY INCIDENT AT THE WALL .
SHOWS NEED TO PROMOTE PLURALISM
By Andrew Silow Carroll

NEW YORK, March 27 (JTA) -- An attack
last week by ultra-Orthodox men on a women's
prayer group at the Western Wall in Jerusalem has
angered some American Jewish groups and con-
vinced them of the need to promotc religious
pluralism in Israel. -

The American Jewish Congrcss Commission
for Women's Equality issued a statement Wednes-
day calling ‘on Israeli authorities to “protect the
rights of women who seek to pray at the Western
Wall* and to uphold fundamcntal pl’lﬂ.ClplCS of
equality and religious frccdom‘

The statement was issued by .I'uduh Stern
Peck and Bella Abzug, co-chairs of the commis-
sion’s -advisory committee, on behalf of *“AJCon-
gress and its international network of Jewish
feminists,” :

Ira Silverman, executive vice president of
the American Jewish Committee, said in a state-
ment that his organization “condemns unequivo-
cally the violent and unwarranted attack.”

He said the incident “‘underscores the on-
going need to promotc a strong measure of reli-
gious respect from the ultra-right.”

“Let us maintain our respect for one an-
other and refuse to allow differences of opinion
over points of Jewish law from becommg acts of
religious bigotry,” said Silverman.

Mark Gold, president of Americans for
Progressive Isracl, called the incident “evidence
of an escalation and intensification of religious
coercion and the lengths to which the ultra-
Orthodox will go 'to impose their views and
practices on others.”

Condemnation From Orthodox

The incident occurred on March 30 when
ultra-Orthodox men tried to prevent some 60
women from holding a prayer service at the
Western Wall, Judaism's holiest site. Police lobbed
tear gas to disperse the protesters, who had
begun to hurl metal chairs at the women, injuring
one of them.

Although accounts of the incident vary, the
women were said to have eschewed the carrying
of a Torah or the donning of prayer shawls, at
the request of Rabbi Meir Yehuda Getz, the
Religious Affairs Ministry official in charge of the
Wall. The ultra-Orthodox consider both acts to be
defilement when performed by women.

Gold, whose organization supports Mapam,
the United Workers Party of Israel, said there is
nothing in Jewish law that forbids women to pray
together at the Wall. He urged the government to
remove any rulings preventing them from doing
50.

An American Orthodox leader also con-
demned the incident this week. Rabbi Binyamin
Walfish, exccutive vice president of the Rabbinical
Council of America, said in a telephone interview,
“We arc against any kmd of vmlcnt activity or
protest whatsoever.”

Walfish said that he understood that Getz
had given the women permission to hold their
prayer service at the Wall, a ruling the ultra-
Orthodox protesters should have acknowledged.

“If they must protest -- and in a democracy
that is the right of every human being, whether
he is right or wrong -- there is' a proper way to
protest. Let them carry signs, but to throw chairs
is disgraceful.”
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April 4, 1989

Rabbi Mark Tanenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
165 E. 56th Street

New York, NY 10022

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum,

I fully support your speaking up forcefully on the convent
at Auschwitz.

The Jewish Congress, American or World, is getting worse by
the year. Half of their concerns are symbols or the past, which
would be too much for me even if I would agree with many of their
ideas and activities directed to the present and the future.

Sincerely, -

Matitiahu Tsevat
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THE DITCHLEY FOUNDATIONS
CONFERENCE
5-7 May 1989

POLICY CHOICES FOR ISRAEL

TERMS OF REFERENCE

1988 saw three developments of considerable significance for the

future of Israel: the up-rising (intifada) among the Arabs of the

occupied territories, the cutting by Jordan of financial and

administrative links with the West Bank and the acceptance by the

PLO of UN Security Council resolutions Nos. 242 and 338. In

addition there is a growing awareness within Israel of the

implications of the demographic trends within the country and in the

occupied territories; and the Soviet Union has given evidence, in

other regional disputes, of a readiness to play a constructive role.

It is an appropriate time, therefore, to consider the policy choices

available to Israel. The conference might focus on:

a)

b)
c)

d)

e)
f)
g)

h)

Demographic trends in Israel and the occupied territories:

immigration and emigration;
Israeli settlement policy;
the Israeli economy;

Arab attitudes, especially those of the PLO and the Arabs of the
West Bank and Gaza Strip (including Arab civil resistance);

religious fundamentalism;

Soviet attitudes and the implications for Israel;

attitudes in the West - tbe US, the European Community, Japan:
patterns for a settlement - security for all; territory for
peace; Palestinian autonomy or self-determination; the Golan;

Jerusalem; the role of the UN; de-militarisation and

international guarantees.

19.01.89



THE DITCHLEY FOUNDATIONS
CONFERENCE
57 May 1989

POLICY CHOICES FOR ISRAEL

OUTLINE PROGRAMME AND AGENDA

Friday 5 May

4.00 pm ' Tea in the Saloon (off the Main Hall)

4.30-6.00 pm Plenary Session I

(In the Library adjoining the Saloon on the
east side of the House.)

. The situation in the area. Changing
attitudes and role of the PLO. The policies
of the Arab states.

6.00 pm Coffee in the Saloon

6.15-7.30 pm Plenary Session II

Developments within Israel itself.
Demography. The policies of the two super-
, powers, the European Community, Japan and

: others.

7.30 pm . . - Announcement about the formation of Working
Groups for the Saturday Sessions

Drinks in the White Drawing Room (at the west
end of the House).

8.00 pm ' Dinner (seating plan in the Hall).

9.30 pm A bar is open in the White Drawing Room from
9.30 onwards

Saturday 6 May -

8.30- 9.25 am Breakfast

9.30 am onwards Group discussion to consider detailed aspects
of the conference's general terms of reference:

Working group meetings are held in the
Library, Tapestry Room and Velvet Room (the
Tapestry Room and Velvet Rocom are on the front
of the House on the western side.)

Group A
The policies of the PLO and the Arab States.

L - The influence of Islam. Arab attitudes

e towards negotiations and a settlement.
Implications for Israeli policy (sub para (a)
of the terms of reference).



9.30-11.00 am
1;.00 am
1l.15am-12.45pm
12.45 pm

1.00 pm

4.00 pm
4.30-6.0C pm

Before Dinner

7.30 pm
8.00 pm
9.30 pm

Sﬁnday 7 May

8.30-9.25 am

10.30~11.30 am

- 2 -

Group B
Developments within Israel and in the occupied

territories. Demography. The economy.
Implications for Israeli policy (sub
paragraphs (a) - (e) of the terms of
reference).

Group C

The policies of the super-pcwers, the European
Community, Japan and others. An
international conference, direct negotiations
or mediation. Palestinian representation.
Patterns for a settlement (sub paragraphs (f)
- (h) of the terms of reference).

NB The division into separate groups is
necessarily arbitrary. While concentrating
on the main topic devolved to them, groups
should not worry unduly about overlap where
that seems useful, even inevitable.

First Session of Working Groups

Coffee

Second Session of Working Groups

Drinks

Lunch

o

Afternocn Free
Tea in the Saloon

Third Session of Working Groups

Rapporteurs, in consultation with their
Chairmen as necessary, prepare brief reports
for circulation to the plenary session on
Sunday morning.

Drinks in the White Drawing Room

Dinner (seating plan in the Hall)

Bar in the White Drawing Room from 9.30 onwards

Breakfast

Plenary Session III (Library)

Presentation and discussion of Group A's report

Plenary Session IV (Library)

Presentation and discussion of Group B's report



1.45am-12.45pm

12.45 pm

1.00 pm

3.30 pm

4.00 pm onwards

Note 1l: Dinner

Note 2: Saturday

afternoon

Note 3: Luggage

21.3.89

Coffee

Plenary Session V {Libréry)

Presentation and discussion of Group C's report
Drinks
Lunch

Plenary Session VI (Library)

Final debate

Tea

Departure

Transport will leave for Oxford Station at
4.10 pm to catch the 5.03 pm train to London,
which arrives at Paddington Station at 6.13 pm.

Transport to Heathrow and Gatwick Airports
will be arranged according to need.

As dinner on Saturday evening is the main
social event of the weekend, guests are
encouraged to wear evening dress (black tie)
on that occasion if it is convenient for them
to do so - otherwise normal town clothes.

You will see that Saturday afternoon is free
between lunch and tea-time. The Foundation
usually arranges for its minibus to make a
brief trip to Oxford for those visitors who
would like to see something of that city.
Please let a member of the staff know if you

“are interested in doing this. Visits to

Blenheim Palace are also possible.

Those leaving at the end of the conference are
asked to leave their luggage (other than hats,
coats and hand luggage) outside the bedroom
beforé the last session, so that it may be
collected and brought to the Hall. Special
arrangements will be made for those leaving
earlier.



THE DITCHLEY FOUNDATIONS
CONFERENCE
5-7 May 1989

POLICY CHOICES FOR ISRAEL

LIST OF ACCEPTANCES
(28.3.89)

Conference Chairman

The Rt Hon Dr David Owen MP - Member of Parliament for Plymouth
(Britain) ) Devonport (1974-)(Plymouth, Sutton
. 1966-74) (Labour 1966-81, SDP 1981-):

Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State
for Defence, for Royal Navy (1968-70);
Opposition Defence Spokesman (1970-72);
Parliamentary Under-Secretary, Department
of Health & Social Security (DHSS)
(1974); Minister of State: DHSS
(1974-76), Foreign & Commonwealth Office
(PCO) (1976-77); Secretary of State for
Foreign & Commonwealth Affairs
(1977~79); Opposition spokesman on
energy (1979-80); Chairman,
Parliamentary Committee, SDP (1981-82);
Deputy Leader, SDP (1982-83); Leader,
SDP (1983-87)(1988-).

Professor Fouad Ajami - Director, Middle East Studies,
(usa) School of Advanced International Studies,

The Johns Hopkins University (1980-);
James P Warburg Fellow, Princeton
University (1973-74); Lecturer,
Department of Politics, Princeton
University (1974-80); Research Fellow,
Lehrman Institute, New York City
(1978-79); Foreign Affairs Guest
Columnist, New York Times (1978B);
consultant, Middle Eastern affairs, CBS

News.
Dr Meron Benvenisti - Historian, Social Scientist and
(Israel) author; Founder and Director, West Bank

Data Project, an independent research
group established to study and analyse
demographic, social, economic and
political conditions in the West Bank and
Gaza (1982-).

Mr Trevor Chinn- © . = Chairman and Chief Executive,
(Britain) - Lex Service plc.

Professor Nazli Choucri’ .. - - Political Science Department,
(usa) : : "~ +: Massachusetts Institute of

Technology (MIT).
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Ms Helena Cobban
(usa)

Mr Peter David
(Britain)

Mr Hugh Dykes MP
(Britain)

The Hon David Gore-Booth
(Britain)

-

Professor Gideon Gotlieb
(usa)

Mr J R Grundon
(Britain)

HE Dr Niels Hansen
(Federal Republic
of Germany)

= B @

- Guest Scholar, Brockings Institution

(1988~); Senior SSRC-MacArthur Fellow in
International Peace & Security Studies
{1986~); member, International Institute
for Strategic Studies, the Middle East
Studies Association of North America;
member, editorial advisory board, The
Middle East Journal, national advisory
boards of the Foundation for Middle East
Communication and the American-Arab
Affairs Council.

International editor, The Economist.
Conference Rapporteur.

Member of Parliament (Conservative)
Harrow East (1970-); Associate Member,
Quilter, Hilton, Goodison,:
(stockbrokers)(1978-); Member, House of
Commons Select Committee on European
Legislation; Member, European
Parliament, Strasbourg (1974); Chairman
(Vice=Chairman 1974~-79), Conservative
Parliamentary European Committee
(1979-80); Vice-President (Chairman
1978-81), Conservative Group for EEC;
Joint Honorary Secretary, European
Movement (1982-87).

Assistant Under-Secretary of State,
Foreign & Commonwealth Office
(FCO)(1989~); First Secretary, UK
Permanent Representation to European
Communities, Brussels (1974-78);
Assistant Head, Financial Relations
Department, FCO (1978-80); Counsellor,
Jedda (1980-83); Counsellor & Head of
Chancery, UR Missicn to the United
Nations, New York (1983-87); Head of
Policy Planning Staff, FCO (1987-89).

Law School, University of Chicago.

Regional Co-ordinator, Near East,
The British Petroleum Co plc.

Ambassador and Permanent

Representative of the Federal

Republic of Germany to NATO (1985-);
joined Foreign Service 1952: served in
Lisbon (1958-61), Berne (1961-65);
Deputy Consul-General, New York
(1965-68); Head, Mediterranean &
European Integration Desks, Foreign
Office (1968-73); Minister Counsellor,
Permanent Mission to UN (1973-75);
Minister and Deputy Chief of Mission,
Washington (1975-79); Head, Policy
Planning Staff, FO (1979~81); Ambassador
to Israel (1981-85).

O



Mrs Rita Hauser
(Usa)

Ms Drora Kass
(usa)

Dr David Kimche
(Israel)

Ms . Judith Kipper
(USA)

Mr Daniel Kurtzer
QUSA)

Mr Edward Mortimer

(Britain):
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- Partner, Stroock & Stroock & Levan

(attorneys), New York; US Representative
to UN Commission on Human Rights
(1969-72); -Member, Executive Committee,
Lawyers Commission for Civil Rights Under
Law (1969-78); Chairman, US Advisory’ '
Committee on International and Cultural
Affairs (1973-77); Member, Special
Refugee Advisory Panel, Department of
State (1981); Member, Advisory Panel on
International Law, US Department of
State; Chairman, Advisory Group,
International Parliamentary Group for
Human Rights in the Soviet Union; a
Director, the American Ditchley
Foundation.

Founder and Director, US Office,
International Center for Peace in the
Middle East; formerly psychologist,
Israel Defense Forces; Associate
Director, African & Asian Affairs, the
World Jewish Congress; Consultant,
American Professors for Peace in the
Middle East.

Chairman, Israel Council of Foreign
Relations; Director General, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (1980-86)

Guest Scholar, The Brookings

Institution, Washington DC; Consultant
on international affairs for ABC News and
the Rand Corporation; formerly member,
American Enterprise Institute; member,
Council on Poreign Relations, IISS,
Middle East Studies Association. -

Member, Secretary of State's Policy
Planning Staff (speechwriter for
Secretary of State and adviser on Near
Eastern Affairs) (1987-); joined US
Foreign Service 1976: served in the
Bureau of International Organization
Affairs; Dean, Heshiva College
(1977-79); First Secretary, (Political
Affairs) Cairo (1979-82); First _
Secretary, (Political Affairs) Tel Aviv
(1982-86); Deputy Director, Office of
Egyptian Affairs (1986-87).

Assistant Foreign Editor, Financial: : -
Times; Foreign leader writer, The Times.
(1970-86);  Fellow, All Souls College. N
Oxford (1965-72 and 1984-86); Senior: -
Associate, Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, New York (1980- 81].
a member, Programmes Comm1ttee, the
Ditchley Foundation. \
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Dr Kurt Muller - Retired as Ambassador to Cairo
(Federal Republic (1984-87); Ambassador to Ethiopia
of Germany) - (1965-69); Deputy Director, Political
Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(1970-74); Ambassador to Indonesia
(1974-77); Director, Department of
Cultural Affairs (1977-82).

Mr Richard Murphy - On secondment to Royal Institute on
(Usa) International Affairs, London; Assistant
Secretary for Near Eastern & South Asian
Affairs, US Department of State 1984-89)..

Mrs Ora Namir Member of the Knesset (Labour)

(Israel) (1973-); Chairman, Knesset Committee for
Labour and Social Welfare (1984-);
formerly Chairman, Government Commission
on the status of women.

Dr Martin Peretz Editor-in-Chief, The New Republic
(usa) '~ Lecturer in Social Studies, Harvard
University (1972-); Member, Board of
Governors, Hebrew University, Jerusalem;
Chairman, Board of Directors, Jerusalem
Foundation.

The Hon Thomas R Pickering United States Ambassador to the

(UsA) United Nations (1989-); Ambassador to
Jordan (1974-78); Assistant Secretary of
State for Bureau of Oceans, International
Environment and Scientific Affairs,
Washington (1978-81); Ambassador to
Nigeria (1981-83), to El Salvador
(1983-85), to Israel (1986-89); Member,
Council on Foreign Relations,
International Institute for Strategic

Studies.
Dr William B Quandt - Senior Fellow, Brookings Institution
(USA) X (1979-) (Acting Director, Foreign Policy

Studies Program, 1986); President,
Middle East Studies Association
(1987-88); staff member, National
Security Council (with special
responsibility for the Middle
East)(1972-74 & 1977-79); -author of
books on the Middle East and Editor, The
Middle East: Ten Years After Camp David

(1988).
Dr David H Sambar - Chairman, Sambar International
(Britain) . Investments Ltd, London; Chase Manhattan

Bank (1955-77), serving in Beirut, Paris,
Geneva, London and Head Office, New York
(Vice President); founder, investment
companies in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia
(1977-); Member, Lloyd's, Stanford
Research Institute, Mexican Academy of
International Law.



The Rt Hon Peter Shore MP
(Britain)

The Rt Hon the Lord Sieff of
: Brimpton
(Britain)

Mr. Henry Siegman
(USA)

Congressman Stephen J Solarz

Dr C W Squire CMG LVO
(Britain) -
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- Member of Parliament (Labour),

Bethnal Green & Stepney (1983-)(Stepney
1964-74); Leader, House of Commons and
Oppesition Spokesman on Trade and
Industry; Opposition Spokesman on Europe

(1971-74); Secretary of State for Trade
(1974-76); Secretary of State for the
Environment (1976-79); Opposition

Spokesman on Foreign Affairs (1979-80),

on Treasury & Economic Affairs (1980-83),
on Trade and Industry (1983-84); Shadow
Leader of the House of Commons (1984-87).

Life Peer (Conservative)(1980):;

Honorary President, Marks & Spencer

Ltd 1985-)(joined 1935: Director, 1954,
Assistant Managing Director 1963, Vice
Chairman 1965, Joint Managing  Director
1967-83, Deputy Chairman 1971, Chairman
1972-84, President 1984-85); Chairman,
First International Bank of Israel
Financial Trust Ltd (1983-):
non-executive Chairman, The Independent
(1986-); Director N M Rothschild & Sons
(1983-); Honorary President, Joint
Israel Appeal (1984-); Vice President,
Policy Studies Institute (1975-);
President, Anglo-Israel Chamber of
Commerce (1975-).

- Executive Directory Arerican Jewish

Congress.

Member (Democrat), 94th and 96th-99th
Congresses from 13th District, New York
(1975-); Member, Foreign Affairs
Committee, Civil Service Committee, House
Budget Committee; Chairman, Foreign
Affairs Sub-committee on Asian and
Pacific Affairs; Member, Congressional
Delegation to UN General Assembly (1983);
Member, Governing Council, American
Jewish Congress; Trustee, Brandeis
University Democratic Office.

Development Director, Cambridge
University Development Office (1988-);
joined Foreign Office (FO), 1959:

British Legation, Bucharest (1961-63), FO
(1963-65), UK Mission to UN (1965-69),
Head of Chancery, Bangkok (1969-72), Head
of SE Asian Department, FCO (1972-75),
Counsellor, later Head of Chancery,
Washington (1976-79); Ambassador. to
Senegal (1979-82); Assistant
Under-Secretary of State, FCO (1982-84);
Ambassador to Israel (1984-88).

.



KCSG
(Britain)

The Hon Roscoe Seldon Suddarth -
(usa)

Sir John Thomson GCMG -
(Britain)

Mr Merle Thorpe Jr : -

(Usa)
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Sir Sigmund Sternberg O StJ - Chairman, CRU Holdings (1983-);

Lloyd's Underwriter; a member,
Research Group for Labour Shadow Cabinet
(1973-74), Economic and Industry
Committee, Fabian Society (1976); Hon
Treasurer, Council of Christians and
Jews; Chairman, International Council
of Christians and Jews; Co-Chairman,
Friends of Keston College; Member,
Board of Deputies of British Jews;
Governor, Hebrew University of
Jerusalem; Chairman, Friends of Oxford
Centre of Post-graduate Hebrew Studies;
a judge, the Templeton Foundation;
Founder, .the Sternberg Centre for
Judaism.

US Ambassador to Hashemite Kingdom

of Jordan (1987-); Jjoined US Foreign
Service (1961): served in Mali
(1961-63), the Yemen (1965-67), Libya
(1969-71); Politico-Military Officer,
Bureau of Politico-Military Affairs,

State Department (1972-73); Deputy

Chief of Mission, Jordan (1974-79);
Executive Assistant to the Under
Secretary of State for Political Affairs
(1979-81); Deputy Chief of Mission,
Saudi Arabia (1983-85); Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State for Near
Eastern and South Asian Affairs
(1985-87). *

Retired as UK Permanent

Representative to the United Nations,
(1982-87); Director, Grindlay's Bank
(1987-); Director, 21st. Century Trust;
Head of Planning Staff, Foreign Office
(1967-68); seconded to Cabinet Office
as Chief of Assessments Staff
(1968-71); Minister and Deputy
Permanent Representative to North
Atlantic Council (1972-73); @ Head of UK
Delegation to MBFR Exploratory Talks,
Vienna (1973); Assistant
Under-Secretary of State, FCO
(1973-76); High Commissioner to India
(1977-82). .

President, Foundation for Middle
East Peace, Washington; Trustee,

‘International College, Beirut; member,

Board of Governors, Middle East
Institute; Chairman, Board of
Directors, American Near-East Refugee
Aid member, The Advisory Council,
American Ditchley Foundation.



Sir Brian Urquhart KCMG MBE -

(Britain)

The Rt Hon the Lord Weidenfeld -
(Britain)

Mr Casimir Yost -

(Usa)
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Scholar in Residence, The Ford
Foundation, New York; Member, Office of
Under-Secretary General for Special
Political Affairs, UN (1954-71); UN
Representative in Katanga, Congo
(1961-62); Assistant Secretary General,
UN (1972-74); Under-Secretary General
for Political Affairs, United Nations
(1974-86); Chairman, Program Committee
and Member, the Advisory Council, the
American Ditchley Foundation.

Life Peer (Social Democrat);

Chairman, (Founder 1948) Weidenfeld &
Nicolson Ltd (London); Weidenfeld &
Nicolson (New York); Wheatland
Corporation, New York; Grove Press Inc,
New York; Trustee Emeritus, the Aspen
Foundation, Colorado; Vice Chairman,
Board of Governors, Ben Gurion
University of the Negev, Beer-Sheva
(1976-); Governor, Weizmann Institute;
Trustee, the Jerusalem Foundation;
Governor, University of Tel Aviv
(1980-); Weizmann Institute of Science
(1964-); Bezalel Academy of Arts,
Jerusalem (1985-).

Executive Director, World Affairs

Council of Northern California.
%

Note: Please inform the Conference Secretary, Mrs Peissel, if these
biographical notes need to be amended for the final membership list.

28 March 1989



FOR RELEASE
APRIL 21, 1985

JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY
SPECIAL FEATURE (1,050 words)

(EDITORS: The following pieces present two sides on an issue. If you plan to use them, we urge

you to run both pieces together.)

PROPOSED BOYCOTT OF POPE IS ABSURD
By Rabbl Marc H. Tanenbaum
(Copyright 1989, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)
-=-NEW YORK

The headline on an April 2 New York Times story read, “Jews Divided by a Convent at
Auschwitz.”

If you read Peter Steinfels’ entire story, you will réalize that virtually all responsible Jewish
leadership are united on the issue of moving the Carmelite convent to another site off the blood-

soaked ground of Auschwitz. 3 )
Where Jewish differences do exist are in relation to the best methods for bringing about the

last stage of the convent’s removal.

As I told leaders of the World Jewish Congress directly, I am unalterably opposed to their
proposal calling upon Jews throughout the world to boycott meetings with Pope John Paul II. I regard
that melodramatic gesture as absurd, mischievous and counterproductive.»

At the March 23 meeting of the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations
held in New York, where I co-represented the American Jewish Committee, I went on public record
disassociating myself from both the concept and rhetoric of that “boycott™ resolution.

-

My reasons were as follows:
(1) The assumptions of that *boycott™ proposal are false and distorted. The facts qf the

situation are that the key Catholic fmthorities in Poland, Vatican City (including the pope), France and
Belgium have agreed in writing several times to remove the convent from the grounds of Auschwitz
and to move it to another center away from that death camp.

During 1988, while I served as chairman of 1JCIC, I helped European Jewish leaders negotiate
precisely such an agreement with Catholic authorities, including Vatican representatives.

Throughout these discussions, there was a remarkable sensitivity demonstrated by Catholic
leaders to Jewish feelings about the sacred place Auschwitz holds in Jewish memory and consciousness,
and that those convictions must be honored by removing the convent. :

Despite the initial great resistance of the Carmelite nuns, the Catholic authorities persisted in
honoring Jewish sensibilities and brought about, after difficult and complicated negotiations, the
present agreement.

They should be supported for that conviction, not maligned through reckless suggestions of
boycott. '

(2) The sole issue that is presently outstanding between Polish, other Catholic leaders and the
world Jewish community, especially European Jewry, is that of method.

There is the practical problem of their finding an interim place of domicile for the Carmelite
nuns until the new center is built of f the grounds of Auschwitz. s !

It is appropriate, even urgent, for Jewish leaders to continue to press for assurances that the
interim move will take place quickly as a sign of good faith in enacting our joint agreements.

But that is hardly the basis for invoking &n appeal for a worldwide Jewish boycott of Pope John
Paul 11, who has been particularly sympathetic to Jews on this issue.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is international consultant for the American Jewish Commiltee.



Sir Sigmund Sternberg 0.StJ. KCSGJP Star House Grafton Road
London NWS5 4BD
Telephone 01-485 2538
Facsimile 01-485 4512

Rabbi Dr Marc H. Tanenbaum

Director

International Relations Date .
Institute of Human Relations : 26 April 1989
American Jewish Committee Our ref

165 East 56th Street KD

N.Y. NEW YORK 10022 U.S.A. , Your ref

b_ar Marc

Thank you for sending me the article from the Miami Herald, 10 March.
1 would appreciate receiving the original as it is difficult to read the
faxed copy.

Please find enclosed article I have submitted to The Times relating to
the Sisters of Sion in Spain who, as you know, have received the 1988
Sir Sigmund Sternberg ICC] Award.

Kind regards.

Yours sincerely

) .

}{.
SIR SIGMUND STERNBERG

enc.



'THE PRESENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CGUNCIL OF CHRISTIANS AND ' 1.
JEWS' AWARD TO THE SISTERS OF SION - FRIDAY 28th APRIL 1989

The presentation by Queen Sofia of Spain of the Intermational Coumcil
of Christians and Jews' annual Sternberg award to Sisters Ionel and Speranza
of the Sisters of Sion for their sustained intellectual contribution in the
furtherance of inter-religious understanding focusses attention on the
activities of the Order whose 1100 members in 22 countries are called to
disseminate something of the joy and hope which inform their own liveé to
the varied peoples among whom they live. The royal occasion highlights the
particular achievements of the award-winners at the centre for Jewish-
Christian relations in Madrid,established by the Order with the ainm uf
witnessing to both Christians and Jews so that the former might lose their
traditional, almost unconscious prejudices and the latter appreciate that
Christianity symbblises more than Inquisi¢ion, persecution and hatred.

Indeed, the vocation of the Congregation of the Sis ters of Sion,
founded 140 years'ago, calls on the sisterhood to witness to God's faithful
love for the Jewish people. While the objectives of the founder of the
order, Father Theodore Ratisbonne, born into an a.ssin;ilated Alsacien-Jewish
family, were somewhat ambivalent, seeking to 'ca—operaié in the fulfilment
of the promises concerning the destiny of the Jewish people', inevitably via
conversion, and, a.t the same time, -a.‘void._ all proselytising, the upheavals
and developments of the\twentieth‘centpry, not least the Holocaust and Vatican
II, have led to a re-appraisal of the relationship between the two relgions.
Judaism is now explored in terms of its own self-understanding and the _
traditional Jewish ihte:?]:tetation of the Hebrew Bitle is validated alongside

the Christian interpretation.
Cn.another level the centurizs-lcng fate of Jewish communities has

brought to light a universal pattern of conflict between the powerful and the
oppressed, between the establishmentla.nd those who, because of a different
religion, colour or status are kept :Ln subjection. Thus sectioi} 13 of the
Order's constitution speaks of the threefold commitment of the éisterhood.
'to the Church, to the Jewish people and to a world of justice, jeace and
love', '

The organisation of the Sisters of Sion, which is self-supporting,
has its headquarters or 'generalate' in Rome and is divided into eight
provinces spanning four continents, with a special Contemplative Bra.nch,in
Lourdes. In the course of their apostolic duties the siters, like those of

‘ other religious orders, -come into contact with a wide cross-sectlon of the

poor and underprivileged whom they sustain with love and concern both in



2,

practical ways and through partaking of the other's existence. A sister in
Egypt, for example, shared the life of garbtage collectors in one of Cairo's
refuse dunps for five years; in a socially-and economically deprived district
in Tunisia,a sister established a dressmaking school for victims of

_ the moral and psychological misery generated by such an environment;
in Brazil a sister has found irpiration in the 'life of cortrete poverty,
animated by joy and hope’ of the population she has worked with for several
years, the majority of whom are dependent on subsistence agriculture.

The sisterhood is also closely involved in the sphere of education,
with schools for girls of all faiths in many countries of the world, the
first of which were established as early as .the 1850s. And of particular
relevance today is the rOle played by the sisters in the area of reconciliation.
The Mediterranean provincial headquarters is in Ein-Kerem, near Jerusalem,
where the sisters aim "to have a heart that listens constantly, that does
not judge, that sides only with humanity; a heart that listens to both
Jew and Arab, Moslem znd Christian, trying to understand and yet accepting
that it cannot'. The house of the sisterhood in Ein-Kerem also offers - s e
‘an oasis of peace and serenity' to all comers, prim}ily Israelis, who, '
in the words of one young boy, are made to feel that they 'are really
loved here', an invalumable gift td a people who have found, sadly, that
national sovereignty has not automatically conferred azcceptance.

In Ireland, too, the sisters play a healing role among the feuding

' Christian communities, psing their perception of Judaism as the origin
common to all Christia';é as a first step towards reconcifation. The
struggle tormach beyond sectarian division and achieve umity through love
was concretised in the marriage in z chapel of the sisterhood in Ammerdown
between a Protestant and a Roman Catholic from Northern Ireland, with . ..
clergy from both Churches concelehrating.

Where the Sisters of Sion are wnique among religious orders, however,
is in their contribution to Christian-Jewish relations which ~ldes at.the
basis of - their primary tasks. These are to discover the place the Jewish
people and Judaism hold in God's plan in the present and future as well as
'in the past, to help Christians recognise this place a.nd to help Christians
and non-Christians respect the values of Judaism and to be fratemal in
their relations with Jews. The intricate strands connecting the two faiths

are embodied in the Order's constitution, for example: 'The study and



experience of Judaism in its living historical reality, either in Israel or
in the diaspora, btrings new dimensions to our prayers, our understanding of
the Bible and our apostolic commitments', (section 87), while sisters all
over the world are active in furthering understanding between the foiths at
all levels. As one sister reported from Argentina: ‘we were ha.;bpy to hear
a Rabbl say in the Synagozue "These are the Sisters who transmit our
Jewish values to the Christians"',

Here in London the sisters are no less active, contributing, forxr
example, to 'remedial' religious education by producing a series of bulletins
in which various elements of the New Testament are analysed in their
historical context so that the anti-Jewish elements may be nullified. And one
of the sisters, Margaret Shepherd, plays a key role in interfaith work at
the Sternberg Centre for Judaism, the largest Jewish cultural centre in
Europe. :

While the issue of covenant has long been a point of contention dividing
Christians and Jews, the Sisters of Sion lead the way towards inter-religious
harmony through their recognition of the essential and .. timeless duality of
Cod's covenant. At the same time, their adherence to the concept of the
0live Tree not only as a biblical and universal symbol of peace, but as
the source of the Pauline vision encapsulated in the words of Nostra
Aetate: 'The Church cannot forget that she.diaws sustenance from the root
of that olive tree onto which she has been grafted,' ensures that they
keep alive the consciousness that in some nysterious.way, Christianlty is

1linked .to Judaism from its origin to its final destiny.



The Beatification of Edith Stein:
Ramifications for Catholic-Jewish Relations

by Judith Hershcopf Banki

Associate National Interreligious Affairs Director
The American Jewish Committee

Edith Stein was born into an Orthodox Jewish household in Breslau
on Yom Kippur, 1891, She was the youngest of eleven children, seven of
whom survived infancy. Her father died when she was not yet two years
old. Her mother took over and ran the family business and she was left
in the care of an older sister.

A brilliant, precocious and ambitious child, she was continually
thwarted in her efforts to achieve academic recognition by an anti-
Semitic headmaster who refused to award her the prizes she deserved. By
the age of_21, she had emerged as an agnostic intellectual with feminist
leanings. She became an intellectual disciple of Edmund Husserl, founder
of the philosophical school of phenome Transferring from the
University of Breslau to the University of Gottingen in 1213 to study
under him, and eventually became his assistant at the University of
Freiburg, where she received her doctorate in philosophy at the age of
25. Husserl was himself a convert to Roman Catholicism; and the
intellectual-philosophical circle in which Edith Stein moved included
several other converts. These professors and friends influenced her
strongly, as did reading the autobiography of Teresa of Avila. On
January 1 1922, she was baptized, taking the name of Teresa.

Unable to secure a university position because of her feminist
assertiveness, Edith Stein found a teaching post in a Dominican convent
school in Speyer. She taught novices and young women., She wrote and
lectured in support of women's and Catholic education; she also trans-
lated writings by John Cardinal Newman and Thomas Aquinas and attempted
to reconcile phenomenology with Thomist philosophy. By 1931, she was
quite well known as a feminist and a scholar.

~ For a brief time she taught at the German Institute at Munster, but
was abruptly suspended from her post in 1933 when the Nazi racial laws
excluded Jews from public office. That year, she entered the Carmelite
convent in Cologne and became Sr. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross. After
Kristallnacht, she fled with her sister, Rosa -- also a convert to
Catholicism -~ to a convent in Echt, Holland and asked the help of Swiss
friends to get them into a convent in Switzerland. However, on August
2, 1942, she and her sister were deported, along with all other non-
Aryan members of Catholic orders in Holland. Edith and Rosa were taken
to Auschwitz, gassed and cremated within a few days of their arrival.



There are two major sources of Catholic-Jewish friction in the
Edith Stein story. One has to do with her own attitudes towards Jews
and Judaism and her understanding of the reasons for iz :
‘the Jews. —The other has to do with a major reason being advanced for
her beatification. On the first point, the record is Incomplete, and
there are many assertions that cannot be proved. Stein is reputed to
have considered Nazi persecution as the fulfillment of the curse which
the Jewish people called down upon its head (i.e. the rejection of Jesus
as Christ) and It 1s claimed that she "offered her life for the conver-
sion of the Jews to the Catholic Church."” There is no first-hand
evidence to support these claims and a good deal to challenge them.
Stein's autobliography, which encompasses her childhood and youth, Life
in a Jewish Family, was written to combat Nazi caricatures of Jewish
life and reveals a reverence for Jewish people and tradition, parti-
cularly Stein's mother. Stein did not participate in any conversionary

— campaigns and is not known to have actively sought to bring other Jews
into the Church. She declared her belief that her own mother was in
heaven -- certainly suggesting she believed Judaism a saving faith.

- In any case, statements attributed to her as direct quotations must
be taken with a grain of salt, since her first biography, which provided
the basis for subsequent studies, was written by her novice mistress in
Cologne years after Stein had left there.

The most controversial aspect of Edith Stein's beatification is its
dependency on the claim that she died a martyr to Christian faith -- a
grounds for beatification in the absence of evidence of miracles. In
its most blatant form, this claim has issued from the Rev. Ambrosius
Eszer, the advocate of her beatification cause in the Vatican, who
asserted that "the motive of the Nazi action was odium fidei, hatred of
__the faith." OtRer Catholics have argued that EdIth died as a result of
Nazi-"repfisals" against the Dutch bishops for issuing a pastoral letter

~condemning the deportation of Jews. Both claims are questionable from a
Jewish perspective, and the first is objectionable. Jews-have pointed
out that Edith Stein was murdered by the Nazis for one reason and one
reason only, because she was a Jew. For the Nazis, religious faith was
irrelevant; Jewishness was a racial category. It may be true -- and
Jews should be sensitive to this point -- that her death may have been
hastened by the courageous action of the Dutch bishops, because the
Nazis had offered to postpone the roundup and deportation of "non-Aryan"

— Christians if the bishops remalned silent. But It is also true that all
persons considered Jews by the Nazis were slated for extinction, sooner

or later.

Edith Stein's conversion to Catholicism may be a sore point for
some Jews., It is, however, not so much her conversion but the suspicion
raised by some critics that the facts surrounding her death are being
distorted and manipulated in order to satisfy a technical requirement
for beatification that most offends Jewlish sensibilities. Edith Stein
was a willing convert but she was not a willing victim; at the time she
was seized and deported she was actively seeking to get herself and her



sister out of Holland into Switzerland. She did not die because she was
a Christian, a Catholic or a Carmelite. She died because she was born a
Jew.

It should be noted that there have been both triumphalistic and
sensitive approaches to Edith Stein's beatification from Catholic
sources. fr. Ewmﬂdﬂmﬂmwg;mms
a weapon against Jews and Judaism and her death a i

— hatred of —ChUrch, 1s triumphall € pouir ; C -
has been criticized, however, by other voices within the church.
of her own order of Carmelites have cautioned against using statements
attributed to her for polemical purposes. The Tablet, an English
Catholic journal, noted that the Vatican congregation's effort to fit
Edith Stein into a narrowly-defined concept of martyrdom "distorts the

——meaning of her witness for today." "If_she is a martyr," noted The
Tablet, "then so are the six _million other Jews who died in Auschwitz,"
and Dr. Eugene J. Fisher, the Executive Secretary of the Secretariat for
Catholic-Jewish Relations of the National Conference of Catholic

LBishops, has said: "In honoring Edith Stein, the Church wished to honor

all the Jewish victims of the Shoah (the Nazi Holocaust)."

Whether or not Jewish-Catholic tensions will escalate will depend
to a large degree on which of these approaches to the beatification of
Edith Stein dominates Catholic writing, thinking and teaching.
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Cross at Auschw1tz

A controversial convent at-a concentration camp
" ByElan Stemberg, jm:sk Tdegmpbw&gmq

23-foot-high cross stands atop the
largest Jewish graveyard in the
world. Auschwitz, the symbol of the
Holocaust, has been occupied by the Carmelite
nuns for five years.
In 1984, the nuns established themselves in
a building at Auschwitz that had served as a
storehouse for the poison gas camsters used by
the Nazis in the death camp.
Funds were raised for this convent, which is

support for the 1987 accord. This sadly is also
not true. ’Ihepopehasnotutteredawordon

" the subject.

desuibedas“aspiﬁmalfom'essandagmm ’

tee of the conversion of strayed brothers.”
Shock and znguxsh in the Jewish community
changed to hope in 1987, Following difficult and

extensive negotiations, European Catholic and

Jewish leaders signed an accord providing for
the convent’s removal by Feb. 22. 1989, But
the Church did not Eve up to its signed agree-
ment. Feb, 22 came, and the mms refused to

go.
Church spokesmen claimed that Poland had
not provided an alternate site for the convent.’

Not true. World Jewish ! Qﬂ%‘ representa-
tives have received wntten tion from

the Polish government of locales off the

grounds of Auschwitz available to the convent -

at any time.

Two weeks ago, a French Jewish delegation
accompanied by a Belgian priest visited Ausch-
witz. They broughfa petition signed by 800
Belgian Catholics asking the muns to leave.
The nuns rejected the petition and refused the
delegation entrance,

This delegation sent back the first photo- -

graphs alerting ‘the world that the nuns had

erected a 23 foot-high cross on the grounds.
Some spokesmen — Jewish and non-Jewish

— have said that the Pope has expressed his

Elan Steinberg is the executive director of the
World Jewish Congress.

",

Indeed, Elie Wiesel has wamned thatJohn
Paul II is attempting to "de-judalze the

"Holocaust.” The pattern of the pope’s behavior

is revealing: He twice embraced Kurt Wal-
dheim; in his visit to Mauthausen, he omitted
any reference to the suffering of the Jews there;
and he aggressively defends Pope Pius XII's
record of silence during the ye.ars of the
Holocaust.
Aletterfromlhedmanofﬂm]emsh
Students Union in Europe, Melinda Simmons,

~ asked us, “Are we unable to unite as one people

to defend those who were brutally murdered

" because they were Jewish?”

In response, Jewish groups on four conti-
nents have asked the international executive of

. the WIC to take ﬁrmachpnwhenltmeetsm

Montreal next month.

A compromise resolution bemg‘oomndered
doesnotaskforapapalboyuottbutcallson
Jewish commumities to refrain from issuing invi-
tations to the Pope when he travels abroad.

The Jewish communities around the ‘world
need our support in this initiative. If we cannot

- back them in this minimal expression of anguish

‘and moral distress, we risk betraying the mein-

ory of our holy martyrs.

'IheWJCwiIImtmdumanyJemshm
munity which out of moral conviction does not
wish to extend an invitation to the Pope while
the Auschwitz convent remains oocupied.

In her letter, Simmons plaintively states: “I
cannot believe that we are so scared of the
Catholic Church that we are willing to allow a
desetzaﬁon of the graves of the victims of

F'ﬂyymago.the]emshcmmntyh‘led
to forcefully act, out of fear and confusion.
Dare we allow history to repeat itself? ® )
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Date: 5 May 1989
TO: Rabbi Dr Israel Singer (New York)

World Jewish Congress
Queen Elizabeth Hotel, Montreal, Quebec, Canada

Copies to various individuals.
From: Rabbi Dr Norman Solomon

Subject: Resolution re Pope

I object to the Resolution by the American delegation to boycott all
meetings with the Pope until the Auschwitz Convent matter is settled
to our satisfaction. May I ask you to bring my views to the notice
of delegates for their consideration.

WJC has an enormous responsibility since it purports to speak on
behalf of world Jewry. 1Its diplomacy must be dignified, measured and
controlled. Wild outbursts, gut reaction and over-reaction may stir
the crowds and make it to the headlines of The Times; they bring the
WJC and the Jewish people into disrepute.

Political gestures are not read the same way on both sides of the
Atlantic; a pose which is entirely appropriate on the West side may
cause dismay on the East (in Britain we find this is true even of the
modest Channel which separates us from continental Europe).

These are the facts as I see them. Some nuns have squatted (a member
of the European Parliament reports that they. have no official
permission) in the Theatergebaude of the Auschwitz - Birkenau complex
with the intention of praying for forgiveness and reconciliation.
They have recently erected a large cross outside the building,
signifying that in defiance of the solemn undertaking of Church
dignitaries at Geneva as well as the known wishes of the superior of
their Order and the Pope himself they intend to remain. They have
some measure of popular support amongst Polish Catholics.

Until now official Jewish responses have been firm but dignified.
The Catholic position as expressed by Cardinal Decourtray and others
has been correct but ineffective. The Jewish side feels let down,
even deceived, that the undertaking that the nuns would leave by 23
February 1989 was not honoured. In the 1light of this failure the




promise that by July at the latest the nuns will leave (or rather, be
requested to leave) carries little conviction.

Firm

ere is room for a measured response such as a-reiuagl_;g_ggg%ge in

~~high-level dialogue until the--mattef is satisfactory resolved; the

IJCIC resolution of 23 _February 1989 offers- a model which if
necessary can be reinforced step by step.

ti expression by the Jewish side is called for.

Amongst the reasons that the American resolution must be rejected
are:

1.

a

5

3

It will gratuitously alienate a large part of the RC community
-—— world-wide who have not the slightest interest in the issue but will
rally to defend the honour of their Popeé. (Should—we —doless when
our leaders
religious significance for us that the Pope has for Catholics?) It
will change the agenda from "the Convent at Auschwitz", where we have
for which we can perhaps gain Catholic sympathy (at least
outside Poland) to "the honour of the Pope", where we have not.

case

are threatened, even though they do not have the

As the Pope would lose face by seeming to bow to threats from the
WJC it would be that much more difficult for him to bring about the
desired result. (The WJC's December 1985 "global campaign" to get
the Holy See to recognise Israel was likewise counter productive.)

Even if our other dialogue and educational activities continue,

~ the impetus .
( lost, probably more so here in Europe than in North America.

4.

and much of the progress of the 1last 20 years will be

It will be increasingly difficult for the Pope to continue-his
initiative

the

5.

- positive relationship with Jews and Judaism.
EE;L_EQEE“EE%iumWiSh tgdpgke#up_the"work“this__pngﬁgillhhave been
prevented by us continuing.

imperfect as they may be, to establish a new and
We do not know whether

You will ‘at a stroke’ generate hatred and increase suspicion

between Jews
guestion, in

6‘

T's

Whatever
whether you
reluctant to
authority of

Why

arm

and Catholics. "Why do you boycott the Pope?" is a real
a way that "Why did you kill Jesus?" no longer is.

the delegates to the WJC meeting decide it is doubtful
will persuade others to follow; many were distinctly
follow your lead on Waldheim. You will thus weaken the
WJC and increase tensions within the Jewish community.

our enemies? The aim of diplomacy should surely be to

keep attention on and arouse sympathy for our concerns. The American
resolution, if adopted, would assist those elements in the Church and
elsewhere which are hostile by giving them a "cause" more attractive
to and comprehensible by the media than ours.

Please, let wisdom and restraint prevail.



RESOLUTION UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED BY THE WORLD JEWISH
ﬁg?ﬁgESSgg;ECUTIVE, MEETING IN MONTREAL, CANADA,
» 1 ) ' '

-

-

Auschwitz is hallowed ground for us. Covered with the bones and ashes of
millions of martyred Jews, it has become a symbol of the SHOAH, a memorial

to the Holocaust.

Accordingly, the World Jewish Community was deeply dismayed when Carmelite
nuns seized a building within the bounds of Auschwitz, converted it into a

convent, and set up symbols of faith holy to them, but alien to us.

Our hurt is deepened by the knowledge that this very building was used by the
Nazis to store Zklon-B gas used for the extermination of Jews. Moreover, it

stands within grounds held inviolate when UNESCO added Auschwitz - Birkenau

to its world heritage list in 1979.

We were re-assured when in 1987 leading Catholic prelates met with Jewish
leaders in Geneva and signed an accord providing for the relocation of the

Carmelite convent no later than February 22, 1989, Subsequently, the Polish

Government endorsed this accord.

This deadline has passed without action, and no practicai measures have so

far been taken by the authorities of the Polish Church for the removal of

the convent from this site,



We deplore the failure of the Vatican authorities to support and insure the

implementation of the Geneva agreement.

It is therefore urgent that Pope John Paul II exercise his authority to

assure the removal of the convent from the grounds of Auschwitz without

further delay.

The WIC Executive records its endorsement of actions undertaken by its
member communities and affiliated organization that are in harmony with

the spirit of this resolution.

The WJC Executive further authorizes its President to appoint a Commission

charged yith overseeing the implementation of the above resolution.
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= united nations educational, scientific and cultural organization

I l [ s t organizacién de las naciones unidas para la educacién, la ciencia y la cultura
——————_  organisation des nations unies pour I'éducation, la science et la culture

7, place de Fontenoy, kelcphone: aatioaal (1) %u.nc{.mu —
_ ex ; 204461
Z0602 Pasis

Le Directeur général

rétérence : DG/4.5/01/7.3/POL {0 MAI 1389

Madame,

Par votre lettre du 17 mars dernier, vous avez bien voulu
appeler mon attention sur le projet d'installation 4'un couvent
de Carmélites dans un bétiment ziu camp d'Auschwitz.

Comme vous le savez sans doute, dés 1986 1l'inguiétude
suscitée par les projets d'aménagement et d'affectation au Carmel
du "Theatergebaude™ d'Auschwitz avait été partagée par mon
prédécesseur et par le Président du Comité du patrimoine mondial,
en raison de 1l'inscription du camp d'Auschwitz-Birkenau sur la

- Liste du patrimoine mondial. ;

A l'époque les autorités polonaises avaient été informées
par les soine de l'Unesco de “1'émotion gqu'avait soulevée .cette
guestion. Des consultations onf eu lieu entre des représentants
des différentes -communautés \intéressées et une solution
satisfaisante pour toutes les parties a été trouvée, sur la base
d'un accord de principe portant sur le respect di au site
d'Auschwitz. y !

Les contacts nécessaires vat étre pris avec les autorités
polonaises afin d'appeler leur attention sur votre communication.: .

Par niileurs, le secrétariit ne manguera pas de transméttré "
tous les éléments dont il disposera sur]cette question au Bureau
du Comité du patrimoine mondial iors de jsa prochaine session. .

Je vous prie dfagréer, Mad

, 1l'assurance de m=ma
considération distinguée. . o

Federico Mayor

Madame E. Sperling-levin

Présidente , :
Conseil des Femmes juives de Belgique A.S.B.L
Voskenslaan 137 '
‘B 9000 Gent (Belgique)

wugiyr



MAayYyY—11—s5%9 THL 14 : 2 AMER ICAaH TEMISH CoOMM . .S 1

FACSIMILE COVER SHEET
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
165 E. 56th Street

New York, NY 10022
(212) 751-4000 FAX: (212) 319-0975

WRANRRTRRARNIRANR

/ TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES 3
INCLUDING COVER SHEET

DATE: 4 //,//if TIME: -

TO: = ’ FROM:;

me DEPT.

FAX #: t Zé - d :is /

MESSAGE AREA

D IF THIS BOX IS CHECKED, PLEASE FAX BACK TO CONFIRM RECEIPT OF THIS FAX.

RESPONSE AREA

DID YQU RECEIVE THIS MESSAGE GARBLED? IF SO, CHECK THE BOX BELOW AND FAX BACK.
WE WILL RESEND.

D THE ABOVE FAX WAS RECEIVED GARBLED, PLEASE REPEAT FAX.

FAX OPERATOR




h Mﬁ"r"‘ll'—a“a THLi 14“"7“—?“"'-HNE.F__I,L.-_ECI"_{_TENIEH CoMmM . P a2

~ - - N - -
° s ey

' RESOLUTION UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED BY THE WORLD JEWISH

CONGRESS EXECUTIVE, MEETING IN POhTREAL CANADR.
MAY 8, 1989

Auschwitz is hallowed ground for us., Covered with the bones and ashes of
millions of martyred Jews, it has become a symbol of the SHOAH, a memorial

to the Holocaust.

Accordingly, the World Jewish Community was deeply dismayed when Carmelite
nuns seized a building within the bounds of Auschwitz, converted it into a

convent, and set up symbols of faith holy to them, but alien to us.

Our hurt is deeparied by the knowiedge that this very building was used by the
Nazis to stere Zklon-B gas used for the extermination of Jews. Moreover, it

stands within grounds held inviolate when UNESCO added Auschwitz - Birkenau

to its world heritage list in 1979.

We were re-assured when in 1987 leading Catholic prelates met with Jewish
leaders in Geneva and signed an accord providing for the relocation of the

Carmelite convent no later than February 22, 1989, Subsequently, the Polish L

Government endorsed this accord.

This deadline has passed without action, and no practic™” sures have S0

far been taken by the authorities of the Polish Church for the removal o.

the convent from this site,



We deplore the failure of the Vatican authorities to support and insure the
implementation of the Geneva agreement. |

¢

It 1s therefore urgent that Pope John Paul II exercisz his authority teo

assure the removal of the convent from the grounds of Auschwitz without

further delay.

The WJIC Executive records its endorsement of actions undertaken by its
member communities and affiliated organization that are in harmony with

the spirit of this resolution.

The WJC Executive further authorizes 1ts President to appoint a Commission

charged with overseeing the implementation of the aboye resolution.
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Sir Sigmund Sternherg © 51 XCSG o Star House rznun muad
London NWS 48D
Telephona (01.485 2538
Facsimile 01-485 4512

Date
Quur rat

Your re!

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 4 December 1989

FAX 0101 212 876 8251

Dear Marc,

1 am attaching a report handed to me by Henry Siegman and an
article in the Jewish World by him.

I have handed him my report on the trip to Poland.
With kind recards,

Yours sincerely,

7
SIGMUND STERNBERG

(dr”mt?'l‘{ .i-c; \V '\‘L‘l rod v St A !’lJ.'-r,.-.,}
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AJCONGRESS MISSION TO POLAND

Statement of Purpose

The American Jewish Congress Mission to Poland and Hungary, at a
time of historic change in Eastern Eurcpe, has <two primary

purposges.

The governments of Europe generally, and the leadzsrs of the various
reform movements Iin Eastern Europe, sce the American Jewish
community as a powerful and influential political factor in U.S.
foreign policy, including its economic component. It is a purpose
of our Mission to inform the leadership of Poland and Hungary that
the American Jewish community fully supports the democratic reform
movements in these countries, and that we will encourage our awn
government to do whatever it can to insure their success.

In this connection, we need to stress that we are impressed with
the commitment to human rights, equality, and cultural and
religious pluralism that has characterized the poiitical ideclogy
of the Solidarity movement. Its leczdershlpr has consistently
resisted the forces of chauvinism, xenophobia and anti-Senitisa
that are the hallmark of Polish reactionary nationallst movementcs,
Unfortunately, these groups continue to exert varying degrees of
influence in Poland and in other Eastern European countries.

Which brings us to our second purpose - the dangers of resurgent
anti-Semitism. Virtually all of Eastern Europe has a long history
of virulent anti-Semitism, both popular and official. Ehile
totalitarian regimes use anti-Semitism, they ars 3lsc
control it. With official restraints removed, wvery srocial
vigilance is requirxed <o prevert the ascerdarxcy sf the darker
forces associated witll resct ;ohﬁry rnationa.ist rovenents., Speciz.
efforts are a.so reguired tc deal with popu.ar antl-Ssritism.

Much of the inteilectuai .eadership asscclabed with the v
movement in both Foland and Hungery haveée consclously oFf
Semitism. We will et than kﬁﬁh that we arg aver
efforts, and comaend them, bel wisin Lo smplhiasize Tre
continued and increas=d "ig‘1a"cs,

In short, we intend to make it zlear to the political ard religious
leadership we will meet with that we ars xeenly awzze of the
extraordinary h*s*oruu . significance of what is h::.““iﬂg in thesae
countries, par,tcuﬁa:;y in Poland, a country that a-o o nistory of
oppression and martyrdom and of Zfrustrated rﬁvioha- aspiraticns.
We intend to follow these dovelopmerts cicsely, do what we can to
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encourage the progressive forces emerging in these societies. AL
the same time, we will menitor carefully the forthrightness with
which they will oppose anti-Semitism and reaction. If w2 have
learned anything from history, it is that anti-Semitisw and the
forces of reaction and tyranny go hand-in-hand. Tha Polish and
Hungarian struggle for freedom, human rights and naticnzl dignity
is therefore intricately 1linked to the battle against anti-

Semitism.



HEADLINE: JEWS CANCEL FARAL MEETING OVER AUSCHWITZ CONVENT ROW
BYLINE: By Fhilip Pullella

DATELINE: VATICAN CITY, May &

KEYWORD: FOFE-AUSCHWITZ

EODY:

Jewish leaders on Friday carcelled a meeting with Fope John FPaul at short
rotice to aveoid stoking controversy over a Catholic convent at the former Nazi
death camp at Auschwitz.

"It was mutually understood that some items ¢n the agenda had the potential
for exacerbating tensions, and it was considered more productive to reschedule
the meeting," the Anti Defamation League of B'Nai B'rith (ADL) said in a
statement as they arnncunced the highly urnusual move.

(c) 1989 Reuters; May 12, 1989

Vatican— Jewish relatiors have been sericusly strained over the community of
Carmelite nuns, who in 1984 established a small convent on the site of the
Ruschwitz extermination camp in Faland where more thanm a million Jews died.

Catholic and Jewish delegations agreed in Gereva in 1987 that the convent
would move to a rew building cutside the camp by last February 22 but the
transfer has not happeried.

Polish bishops said the rurs had rot left because the new building.was riot
ready.

Some world Jewish Ileaders were outraped that the Catholics had not
respected the deadline. Scme urged the Polish-born Fope, who visited Auschwitz
in 1979, to order thé nuns out.

Rabbi Leon Klenicki, head of inter-faith affairs for the ADL, and a member of
the delegation that was to have met the Pope, told Reuters the Jewish side
decided on Thursday night to call off the meeting.

"We felt that the audierce would have put the Fope in a very peculiar
situation, " Klenicki said.

(c) 1989 Reuters; bay 12, 138893

He stressed the Jewish decision should rict be interpreted as a snub to the
Fope, whom Jews have praised for his strong stand agairnst anti-Semitism.

Jewish scources in Rome said the ADL might alsc have been influenced by
fresh assurances by French Catholic bishops that the nuns would leave the camp
SCOGT. :

In another urnusual move which Church sources said would rnot be appreciated by
the Vatican, the ADL released the text of the address its U.S. national
president, Burton S. Levinson, was to have made to the Fope.

Levinson urged the Pope to "find an effective reply to the tragib
misunderstandings” over the convent.

"For the Jewish religious consciencey, this defiled plét of land where
rearly half of the six million were murdered, is synonymous with the Shaoah
(Holocaust) and must cry ocut in stark silernce to all future gernerations," his
text said. .

Levinson said Auschwitz should be "inhabited only by memories."
—



(c) 19839 Reuters; May 12, 1989

He said that a speedy resclution of the convert issue would "avaid much pain
and quell those resurgent, cminous ocutburts of prejudice"” that the Fope has
condemned.

The runs are to move into a building cutside the camp, rnext to a
multi-dencominational centre of information, education, meeting and prayer.

The dispute over the convent is the worst crisis in Catholic- Jewish
relations since the Fope received Austrian Fresident Kurt Waldheim at the
height of controversy aver his World War Two role in the German army.

Catholic— Jewish relations improved dramatically after the 1962-1965 Second
Vatican Council repudiated the idea of collective Jewish guilt for Christ's
death. They reached a high point when the Pope visited Rome's symnagogue in 1985.@



The Rssceciated Fress, May 13, 1989
\ May (3, 1985, Saturday, APM cycle
SECTION: Internaticrnal News

LENGTH: 309 words

HEADLINE: Jewish Group Carcels PMeetirg With Faope in Flap Over Canvent ﬁ

DATELINE: ROME
KEYWORD: Vaticarn— Jews

BODY:

A group of Jewish leaders canceled a meeting with Pope John FPaul II after
thne Vatican said it would ncot discuss a Roman Catholic convent at Auschwitz the
has offended many Jews, a group official said Saturday.

Jewish groups are upset about the presernce of a dozen Carmelite nuns on tr
site of the Nazi death camp in Poland, which has become a memorial to the 6
million Jews murdered in the Holacaust.

The Rsscciated Fress, May 13, 1989

Rabbi David Rasen of the Anti-Defamaticwv League of B'nai B'rith said group
members from the UNlTteo STtates and 1s1ael were to meet tne pupe rriday a4t vne
Vatican for three purposes: to compliment his recent document on racism, to as:
him to consider the situation of Jews in upcoming documents, and to discuss
the Auschwitz dispute.

But Rasen said that in talks last week at the Yatican, Cardinal Joharnres
Willebrands of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity sai
church leaders had not appraved of the agenda.

"He indicated that things cculdn't go ahead under those terms, " the
Jerusalem—based representative said in a telephorne interview in Rame. "We
decided we*re not going to hide cur agernda." :

He said the Anti-Defamation League, which oripgirally requested the meeting,
decided to put if off indefinitely.

"It was obviocus if everyone was insistent, there was going to be a clash,"
said,

He added,; however, that his group remains "completely committed_to the
continuity of the dialogue" betweeri the faiths. He said the disagreement would
The Associated Fress, May 13, 1989
rict hinder fruitful discussion of other issues.
A Vatican spokesman could riot be reached for comment Saturday.
Jewish leaders have expressed cutrage that the Carmelite convent has
‘remained at the Polish site of the death camp despite a 1987 pact with Roman

Catholic leaders to move the convent by early this year.

Catholic leaders say the nuns' rnew gquarters are not ready.



The Asscciated Fress, May 13, 13989
May L3, 198%, Saturday, AM cycle
SECTION: Internaticrnal News

LENGTH: 309 words

HERDLINE: Jewish GBGroup Caricels lMeeting With Foape in Flap Over Cornvent .

DATELINE: ROME
KEYWORD: Vatican— Jews

BODY:

R group of Jewish leaders carnceled a meeting with Fope John Paul II after
tne Vatican said it would not discuss a Roman Catholie convent at Ruschwitz the
has offended many Jews, a group official said Saturday.

Jewish groups are upset about the preserice of a dozen Carmelite nuns on t!
site of the Nazi death camp in Foland, which has become a memorial to the 6
million Jews murdered in the Holocaust.

The Rssaciated Fress, May 13, 1989

Rabbi David Rosen of the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B'rith said group
members from the Urnlteao STATes and L1SI"ael were Tto meet the pupe rriday at the
Vatican for three purposes: to compliment his recent document on racism, to as
him to consider the situation of Jews in upcoming documents, and to discuss
the Auschwitz dispute.

But Raosen said that in talks last week at the Yatican, Cardinal Joharmes
Willebrands of the Pontifical Courncil for the Promotion of Christian Unity sai
church leaders had rnot approved of the agenda.

"He indicated that things couldn’t oo ahead under those terms, " the
Jerusalem-based represerntative said in a telephorne interview in Rome. "We
decided we*re not going to hide ocur agernda. ™

He said the Anti-Defamation League, which oripgirnally, requested the meeting,
decided to put if off indefinitely.

"It was obviocous if everyore was insistent, there was going to be a clash," t
said.

He added, however,; that his group remains "completely committed_to the
continuity of the dialogue" between the faiths. He said the disagreement would

The Asscociated Fress, May 13, 1989
riot hinder fruitful discussion of aother issues.
A Vatican spokesman ccould rnot be reached for comment Saturday.
Jewish leaders have expressed ocutrage that the Carmelite convent has
remained at the Polish site of the death camp despite a 1987 pact with Roman

Catholic leaders toc move the convent by early this year.

Catholic leaders say the rnuns' new guarters are not ready.
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{c) 19839 Newsday, iMay 13, 19893
May 13, 1989, Saturday, ALL EDITIONS
SECTION: NEWS; Fg. 08
LENGTH: 114 words

HERDLINE: Jews Won't See Pope

1]

BYLINE: Compiled from News Dispatches
KEYWORD: JEWS; POFE JOHN PAULII; POLANDj; CATHOLIC CHURCHj; DISSENT

BODY:
- Jewish leaders yesterday canceled a meeting with Fope John Paul Il én sh
rnotice to aveid stoking controversy over a Catholic canvent at the former Na
death camp at Auschwitz. N :

"1t was mutually understoad that some items on the agernda had the potentia
for exacerbating tensions, and it was considered more productive to reschedul
the meeting," the AntiDefamation League of B'Nai B'rith said in a statement a
it anrounced the highly unusual move. .

(c) 1389 Newsday, May 13, 1989

Vatican—- Jewish . relations have been sericusly strained over the community
Carmelite nuns, who in 1984 established a small convent on the site of the
Ruschwitz extermination camp in Poland where more than a million Jews died.
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Rabbl lurael Finger
World Jewish Cengress
1 Park Avenue

NY 10016

New York

Ulslhl

4 May 1309

Dear

1 write to adwis: wou that 1 bave bedr fn conracy with the Pollsh Ambassador
in Longon aaking hizs to intervents wits his governpeat In finding temporary
accommadation for the fonven: tn Agachettz, vacdl sues time that permanent
acconmmedation carn be foand, | heve rewenn (2 Dbelieve that the Vatican
has done all It ctn in persascding the Follsh Chureh auiqorities to implement
the agteemant reschndd  regarcing the remeval of the Convent and 1 am
concerned that il we pressu:: the Varlean any further the effect will be
that Jewish Catholls  setatlenn will deleciorete ~ which would Le extremely
cegrettalile.

You have, no <oubt, Gken  Pehid Mare Tanenbaum's statsment, which has
iny  full agresinen:. Qur wmain cnemy s A% the Vatlcan or  Waldheim but
the PLO, who are making invodcs ba many Peuts of the world,

[ have Just ceturned from Sprin whaze 1 attendsd the presentstion of the
1ICC) Sty Sigmund Sterabery denezl Award o the Siiters of Sion. buring
my ®st8y It cowe 19 mv nellce that these was evidence of Arab influence
naving mantferted fisel! in a s gnificant form,

CONT/vuesns
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1 very mueh 5'1?,!1 that the Warkd Jewlsh Cengerees has out off all financtal
help to the [IC}] wnd the leceel Ingecfalth Aspoclation, snd {s not even
wiling 1o aporacr purticipaars  for eur coerference in Lille - particulars

enclosed for youe inlercst.
Kind regards.

Yours sincersly

SIR SIGMUND STERIBERG

eNnc.
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PARIS
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ROME
Piazza Scandeitn $1 I faund your louter condampardiug, [heulting, and offeasive.

IS0 wer beldeve this the World Jewish Cuagrees or | have to be lec-
Baad ¢ the prdlidsiles of Jewlih iife and the Lnpostance of the
PN T glaon do ot beldeva thut yov shenld be tha ome to prioritize
mattore winh regayd oo Weldieis, (he B, and the Caymelite Convent,
@y Bidrg mebvalily esplealdva,

Veur lettes ooe o Bolevanse o he sub acts of dicussion at
poud LU Swoevmdve,  ¥e sudll balieve thar the Cermellito Coavent in
Auseanin s s lesys of ehapidficnree, md 4t wis daalt wich 4in &
mpat wpuponetble womer. Dou' b glecyr seee your information ap gecomd-
baed Meperts.  Thai mattens sre Lo lajirtan?.

The World Sewlsh Oopgress $maldrra the dialogue with the
Chrd as e of Legportmog., and I casigialy do. ¥ the lsst ten vears,
slacy L besana the fectaetary Geukzdl of the WIS, T have not been ab-
feut Feotn any TJCIC moscing,  Tohdie 46 the foven in whiech we play our
topi, Lop oGt pely and, de oaur pragsent budpetazy editustiom, we
vilaanee thosg bodler which wo thiek teflocst the vicws of the World
vevdda Songtaes wops sflecivily.

In comcloglin § wosdd 1lke #¢ 2all youthet there ved unanimity
s thg WJC Exeeatdva rhap b cowaat ehould have been “amaved on
Feoarusry 22, 1930, and cha 58 meedrd vasched phonld huve been inm-
D lertad; nach gor thit sessedr 1e & day in which the violatien of
The epranatnt cotkiawsd te rriur.  Thie L8 po dnsur whizh, I baligve,
avaey feadtuedop eomcerred vich (hrlacfan=Jewish relatioms should take
payoueldy, creeaisiy jiadl ally snd fow the bertsrmant of the re-
Latiotumde tetween OFristface and Jews which we all saek.

Hith tame whnisn, Shebat Shalom,

Qo

ToYELL Sirger
1% s Seoravary Ganeyal
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ADL OFFICIALS CANCEL AUDIENCE
WITH POPE BECAUSE OF CONVENT
By Ruth Gruber

ROME, May 14 (JTA) -- The Anti-Defamation

League of. B'nai B'rith_backed off from a confron-
3ti i John ver the

presence of & Carmelite coavent on the grounds
of the former Auschwitz death camp.

In.a highly unusual and uncharacteristic
move, the ADL canceled on Thur fternoon
an sudience with' the pontiff scheduled for the
following day.

“It was muteally understood that some items

ONCY2 - men ™ -y

(

| defiled plot of Iland, where ne

on the ADL agenda had the potential for exacer-

and it was considered more

bating tensions
productive to reschedule the meeting for a later
time,” the ADL sald in a statement réleased here

by Burton Levinson, its national chairman, and
Abraham Foxman, its national director,

abbi Leon Klenicki, head of_ interfaith

affairs for the ADL, said, “ H-to—us
that the pope was not comfortable in considering

"¢ -question of the convent in Auschwitz,”

the
“He stressed, however, that the matter should
~mot be considered a setback in the Catholic-

Jewish dialogue.

“The dlalogue will continue. This is one

‘event in our relationship. The Vatican knows of

our friendship, and it is in the nature of friend-

ship to be critical,” Klenicki said.

. T —Omr purpose of the audicnce was to intro-
duce Klenicki and Rabbi David Rosen to the pope
as ADL' iaj i osen is
director of interreligious affairs in ADL's Jerusa-
lem office. :

“w ‘nd . :
standing” over the convent.

(ilcnce to all future genérations,” he said.

‘Tragl
Levinson had planned to read a statement

urging the pope ta involve—himself in having the

convent remov nschwitz grounds.
" Instead, he made the text of his statement
vailable to the news medla, It urged the pope to
ffective reply to the tragic misunder-

ious conscience, this
the six
million were murdered, is synonymous with the
Shoah (Holocaust) and must cry out in stark

“For the Jewish relig

Auschwitz should be *inhablted only by
memories,” he said. .
~——Jewish groups all over the world are dis-
mayed that the convent has not beea relocated.

A February 1987 agreement, signed in Gen-
eva by Jewish leaders and leading . European
cardinals, specified that the comvent would be
moved within two years.

Klenickl said that the canceled audicnce does
supports boycott of

i uschwitz ir,. which some
wish leaders have advocated, He said that he
nd Rabbi Rosen would be in Rome for_contacts
ith the Vatican every six months.

no
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DAILY NEWS BULLETIN

.WJC URGES POPE TO USE AUTHORITY
TO REMOVE CONVYENT FROM AUSCHWITZ
By Michael Solumon

'11-"1 g | '\"‘!| .

MONTREAL May 10 (JTA) Th’c\'World

: ;!ewiah Congress called on' Pope John' Pau,l II thns
~week  to “exercise his authority” to ‘order ‘the

prompt removal, of a Carmelite " convent from the
grounds of ‘the former Auschw:tz ,concentratlon

“camp. 2

The rcsolutmn, adopte,d unammously Monday
at a meeting of thc. WJC E)gecutnrc herc. sald the
pontiff’s action waa necessary to implement the
agreement anor European 'Catholic, cardinals,

.including...the; cardinal: of ‘Krakow,,, Franciszek

Macharsk:. signed with. Jew:sh leaders on Feb. 22,

- 1987, in Geneva.

It stlpulatcd tilat the nuns would vacatc the
convent in two years, But to date, they have

-made. no effort to move, and rcccnt!y thcy erect-
ed a cross on the grounds.

Explaining . the.  resolution, WJC Pres:dent
Edgar Bronfman.said, “It is not:only a matter of
the Auschwitz convent, but the broader.implica-
tions of historical . revisionism in.. which the
uniqueness of the Holocaust and the. murder of
the Jewish people is being suppressed.” .
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JEWS-VATICAN May 12, 1988 (870 words)
JEWISH LEADERS POSTPONE PAPAL MEETING ON CONVENT, OTHER ISSUES
By Greg Erlandson

VATICAN CITY (NC) — Top officlals of the Anti-Defamation League of B'nal B'rith postponed an audlence with Pope
John Paul Il, saying they feared '“exacerbating tenslons” over a Carmelite convent on the grounds of a former Nazi
death camp in Poland. ‘

The postponement followed & May 8 rasolution by the World Jewish Congress calling on the pope to use his authority
to resolve the lingering convent controversy and ‘‘assure the removal of the convent from the grounds of Auschwitz
without further delay."

The convent has yet to be moved, despite an agreement reached between European Catholic and Jewish represen-
tatives in 1987 to relocate it from the grounds of the Auschwiiz extermination camp to a slte just outside the camp grounds.

The convent issue was one of several llems on the agenda of the Anti-Defamation Leagua's five-member delegation
which spent a week meating with Vatican-otficials:

The recent Vatican document on racism and the treatment of Jews and Judaism in a planned universal catechlsm
also were discussed.

Israell Rabbl David Rosen, a delegation member, described the meetings as “"excellent.”

The delegation included Burton S. Levineo'n, national chalrman of the Antl-Defamation League, and Rabbis Leon Kienickl
and Rosen, newly appointed liaisons to the Vatican for the league.

The delegation had expected the May 8-12 visit to conclude with 2 papal audience,

However, it sald in a May 12 statement that the audience had been Indefinitely postponed. .

*‘Concerning the scheduled audience of an ADL delegation with Pope John Paul I, it was mutually understood that
some Items on the ADL aoende haed the potentlal for exacerbating tenslons, and It wee considered more producllve B
to reschedule the meeting for a later time,” the stalement sald. Co "- o

The Jewish delegation also releued a copy of Levinson’s planned speech to :he pope, In whlch he praleed the pope’el'_ .
“many statements’ condemning antl-Semitism and the Nazl genoclde. . -~~~ 17" . :

These words ralse “‘our hopes that your volce may find an effective reply to traglc mleunderelendingu between Cetholics ‘
and Jews over the continued presence of a Carmelite convent within the ex-concentratlon cemp ol Auschwltz." lhe _
text sald. : L Rt G4 SR e

“‘This defiled plot of land where nearly half of the 8 million (Jews) were murdered Ie eynonymous with the Shoah
and must cry out In stark sllence to all future generations, inhablted only by memerles," It sald, - '

The Vatican press office declined to comment on the statement or the distributed text. _

Rabbi Klenicki said the declsion to Indefinitely postpone the audience was made by the delegation.

in a May 12 Interview, Rabbl Klenicki sald Vatican officlals had made clear thelr concern for the *“presant complleele:l
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situation In Poland’’ and the Vatican’s reluctance to become involved In what it viewed as a local church matter.\? P

"Wg- do understand the_ultra-delicate situation which the pope Is In," said Rabbl Klenicki.

He expressed concern for what he termed the ““mixed message’ coming from Poland regarding the convant.

Despite the 2-year-old agreement that the convent would be moved, In recent weeks the Carmelites have repsired

‘the roof on the convent — an old theater where the Nazis had stored polson gas — and erecled & new cross, he said.

“We are gelling a very mixed message which puts us In a difficult situation,” Rabbl Klenicki said. ‘

The rabbi also sald some nationalist groups In Poland are “reviving the anti-Semitism of the '30s™ to distract people
from economic and other problems. These groups are clalming that “‘the Jews are trying to expel the nuns,’ he said.

The rabbl said the ADL *‘Is not against the testimony and prayer of the Carmelites,” but asks that they continue their
‘‘apostolate of prayer outside the limits of the camp.”

In February, Cardinal Albert Decourtray of Lyons, France, co-chairman of 8 1987 Catholic-Jewish meeting in Geneva
that established conditions for moving the Carmelites, told the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Con-
sultations that the project had been delayed because of “admlnislratlve ‘problems and problems relating to Polish and
Cathollc publle opinion.*

“‘i by next July 22, a timetable for the. move acceptable to Jewlish leaders Is not found, Catholic leaders will ask
Carmelite superiors to find temporary quarters for the nuns while they awalt construction of the new convent,” the
cardinal sald. : '

Rabbl Rosen sald issues like the convent dispute should not detract from the broad spectrum of developments In
Cathollc-Jewlish relations.

“'That is where we differ from other colleaguas in the Jewish community who tend too easlly to generalize from the
particulars,’ he sald. ' ”

Rabbl Rosen sald the league’s appointment of iwo rabbls to be its new lialsons wlth the Vatican was no accldent.
but a “consclous decision” underscorlng the league’s commitment to theological dialogue.

This willingness Is a ‘“tension’ with other Jewls_l! organizations, who see theological dialogue as ‘“‘off limits.”

‘‘From our point of view ihat is a totally unacceptable decislon,’” he sald.

On other matters discussed by the dalagallon. Rabbl Kienickl said the document on racism Issued by the Pontifical
Counell for Justiee and Paace was “‘one of the best documams issued by the Vatican In years and years.”

In talks on the planned unlvarnl catechllm. the delegallon expresaud hope thai tha qaleehlsm would include con-
cillar and post-conciliar mtementl on Jews and .Iudnlm """""""""" :
END
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"THE AUDIENCE of tho viglting
A'nal B'rlth’s Antl-Delamation
Len‘:ue delegation with F'ope John
Paul 11 was not caacelled but nierely

[ < . :

referring to last Fiklay's scheduled
mecling at the Vatlcan which was
¢alled off nt the Inst minute,

& upheat nweryment of the
s f\“rnn-unnnl“ was sholod ‘-’- ke
A x leadership, Buiton Levin.

son, national chalpmag and Abra+
ham Foxman, natlond) director. Ut
was “mutpnlly v = that It
wey! aﬁ_{lﬁgu_pmdmmol&a-de-

fer the audlence to “a foture time"
prcauRe Ttome flenw on the A
agenda” had the @
erbatlig tenslons, =+
“M x2eincd aminea fenny the dis-
tkreet sllence mialntained on hath
slides that the “Incidenty would be
shelved. -
Rahbl David Rosen. the other
ADL Valleaa-lialson, pdded: “We
spent a week ol very positive meet-
Inps with officlals of the Roman Cu-
1ia thint continued even after the &a-
e

otential for exaz-

pal nudicnce was portponed.,
met with the Segretari

the Commission for !%n.ll&lmu.ﬂ.da-
tlons with Judalem, the r
< Thicrre Hplou -
¢ludes 1sTam and olher nng-Chtln-

a piomsthe Commixslon for
Justice and Pence, and ollicts.™
“The W alicnp lialsons
have strong hackgtounds In ntecre
liglous and Intergroup relations:
Klenickl In Nor I
ea, gen in fsr u
en and W 0 ub% in_lreland.
Rose af a8 an Israell rabbl,
his alm ly contacts with the Vetican
wai to offet “an objective, balanced
and comipasslonate preseatation of
the toclel, teliglous and political re.
allly” of the country.

Levingon wea to have dellvered »
speech lo the pope that Included
severnl “ltems on (he agenda" of
Impoziance to woild Jewry, only
oné of which was deemed *‘coniro.
versial™ by the press..

The prepared peech bogan with 8
positive asaessment of the construe-
tive Polllbllllltl Inherent in the Vat.
lenn's recent documant on Mthe
church andreriam,” which contalns
d subsiantial section on antl-Semi-
tlsn ‘and mentions antl-Zionlsm as
somstimon sorving “'as = sersen fur
onil-Semitlim.**

__It also expressed "hopes™ thet: 1)

Klenlckf, ane of the two hew. *In dralling the
‘ADL-Vatlcan linlson officers, wan *

ced ™. the! It i) th

%ill finatly coms
EN’\':‘(I jiff;:!: ﬁt

forthzoming "uni-

fersal cateshigm™
the thice linporiant

Vatizan documsn's
Issuzd since 1965
alll Ly iTwBlicty
2) ‘Your [the
epe’s] voice may
ind an efleclive re.
ply to trapic misun.
derstanzings hes-
tueen Cetholles
ond lewg over lhe
continued prescnce
of 8 Carmallte con-
vea! withia the ex.
tsncaniiation camp
of Auszhwz."”

‘the spzach add-

our fzrvent hopes
that %rotherhond
Ty to
[ 1
12 e
Eost u\.niu:lE we
look 10 the ¢hurch
D zerve R A 20UICE
ef reconcilintion
and pesce in the ts-
flon through the
ull diplomatic 8
channels thatl ere g B
prerequisite to the
realization of that
cherlshed goal.” :

Rosen makes no effort td cover
up the source of conflict between
the Vatican gnd the ADL. “You
don't have (0 be s 1rca! rge o
dlseern what the so-called pinblens. -
Atlc Iszue on the ADL rganda was,”
he soys.

However, he fecls that a “healthl- .
er sliustion" hay been croated “in
which ws ere.forthright sbout lxsugs
that concern s and ri¢ not pre-
parcd to sweep them under the ear- .
pet. Btﬂur_lgm.lkunldaqggy.jlg
unusua! in the Jewlsh world, to witd.

. Tr Al We may
o (3] ye on this or that
l{ec!lie lasue does not In any way

stroct from the gsrgantunn:
chievements In the fleld of Jewlhe
Chilstlan relations over the past two
decndes.”
Regarding the Carmelits convent
Issue, Klenickl seya: “We do roalize
the vomplerities of sny natlons!

adBiaifiiss, ,
June 1987 pops Joha Pa
concentration camp during

{ te Poland.
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tre for Ipformation, . udflor atl the 1987 synod bn the
) ¢ edusaiion and %uzor In lﬁ::a:rugoi - lalty,..the oniyPals sho-{s.on tha
Last Friday's postponed ¢« the ex-conceritrallon camp of top advisory councils of both Genat:
! vapal audience bears litt] Auschwitz. The centre will also in. g imnpii;.!aam
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' : * rola in the Jowish- sUan aig > ¢ DOOK: an clate

positive’ contacts with the . 12°.") ‘. - with & Pollah.natonallst tlght-wing

Roman Curla, says the
Anti-Defamation League.

Billig reports from Rome *{

bishops conference's relatlonship
with the Vatican, arid etpecially of
the Polish with its problems con.
cerning the thurch-state relations:

present pope belng of Polish origin;
and the burcaucratle difficultles of
opernting In R communist country,

“But we have been assured at oir

meelings with high.ranking Curla’

ue.

./ 1nlupei0B3the
' /'mentioned thd bulﬂﬁng of this new *

" : - [ eenire us belng "'in the spirt of Jewe :  ton rath ularly today in Poland,
The Post's Lisa Palmier- ;--nmcn?um.'dm:: e “\nére liEs & roal danger of tlrring

however,

. Carmelites.
The Vatlcan har often mads If . 1

clear that although it suppozth the * to have said In his speech to the

decisions taken (n Genevs In thé _poru. which “would avold much

ast two years ot top-Jovél talks ' paln, _

stwaan Jewd and Catholics - at  ominous outbursth of prejudice that

ship, the pecullar situation of the fwhich Cardinal Mecharsk! promised . you gnd church represontstives have

:

to move the convent ~ the pops sbeentinuously ahd eloquently con.-
withes to permit the Polish'church demned over thy past dgcades, rad
to work Independently, without in-  would result In another major ste
terference fronf Rome. '

~ Vatlean
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o wil unr The some
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Rabbi A. James Rudin
Chairman

American Secretariat
Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue

MNew York, NY 10016

(212) 686-8670 4

European Secretariat
World Jewish Congress

T Rue de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Swizerland
(022} 34-13-25

Constituent Agencies
The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Strest

New York, NY 10022-2746

(2i2) 751-4000

B’nai B'rith International
1640 Rhode Island Ave., N.W.
Wiashington, DC 20038

{202) 857-6600

The Israel Interfaith Association
P0.B. 7733

Jerusalem 91077, Israel

(02) 63-52-12

Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, NY 10016

(212) 686-8670

World Jewish Congress
501 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10022
(212) 755-5770

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

May 16, 1989

Dear IJCIC Member:

We are sending you for your information several items of great
interest.

1. Reuters/May 12,
Convent Row."

1989 "Jews Cancel Papal meeting over Auschwitz

2. Associated Press/May 13, 1989 '"Jewish Group cancels meeting with Pope

in Flap over Convent,"

3. Newsday/May 13, 1989 '"Jews won't see Pope."

" 4, Los Angeles Times/May 13, 1989 '"Jews cancel Meeting with Pope ove

Auschwitz Issue."
5. Jerusalem Post/May 16, 1989 "Discreet Delay."

6. JTA/May 16, 1989 "ADL Officials cancel Audience with Pope because
of Convent,"

r

7. JTA/May 11, 1989 "HJC Urges Pope to use Authority to remove Convent

from Auschwitz.

8. Los Angeles/April 28, 1989 '"'Cross at Auschwitz."

------------------------- e P L P P e TN T

REMINDER..:.

- NEXT MEETING OF IJCIC ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 1989 at 9.30 a.m.

IN THE OFFICES OF THE SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL,

Thank you for your continued interest and cooperation.

9, NCatholic NS/May 15, 1989 "Jew

ish Leaders Postpone Fapal Meeting
Convent, other issues.,"
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MAY 16, 1989

T0s SIR SIGMUND STERNBERG, KCSG, JP

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTTIAL
FROMs: RABBI MARC H.. TANENBAUM

OUR "FRIEND'S" RESPONSE TO YOU IS TWPICALLY ARROGANT, CHUTZPADIK, AND STRIDENT.
I WOULD SUGGEST ONLY A BRIEF RESFONSE FROM YOU, IN KEEPING WITH YOUR DIGNITY
AND STANDING. SOMETHING LIKE THE FOLLOWING:

AS A MATTER OF ELEMENTAL CIVILITY AND COURTESY, I ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR LETTER OF
MAY 11, ITS TONE AND STRIDENCY ARE BENEATH COMMENT.

IT I5 EVIDENT BEYOND ARGUMENT THAT YOUFAPPROACH TO THE VATICAN OF THREATENING
WORLDWIBE BOYCOTT OF POPE JOHN PAUL II BY "WORLD JEWRY" HAS FAILED (EVEN THOUGH
YOUR FINAL MONTREAL RESOLUTION MODIEIED YOUR EARLIER WIDELY-FFUBLICIZED ULTIMATUM.)

IT IS EQUALLY EVIDENT THAT OTHER MORE EFFECTIVE AND STATESMANLIKE METHODS WILL
NEED' TO BE DEVISED TO BRING ABOUT THE RESULT THAT ALL OF US SEEK, NAMELY, THE
REMOVAL OF THE CONVENT OFF THE GROUNDS OF AUSCHWITZ AS QUICELY AS POSSIBLE.

FEW RESPONSIBLE JEWISH LEADERS WITH WHOM I HAVE SPOKEN BELIEVE THAT SUCH

A MOVE WILL BE ADVANCED BY ALIENETING THE POPE, THE VATEICAN, AND WORLDWIDE
UATHDLIC LEADERSHIP..

WITH ALL THE MASSIVER PROBLEMS. WORLD JEWRY AND ISRAEL, IN PARTICULAR, FACE

IN _THE MONTHS AND ¥EARS. AHEAD, WE NEED TO CULTIVATE THE UNDERSTANDING &R AND

SUBPORT OF MILLIONS OF CHRISTIANS AND NOT PROVOKE THEM INTO HOSTILE ENEMIES.

N.B. = Best regards!



INTERNATIONAL
COUNCIL OF
JEWISH WOMEN

18, RUE DE TEHERAN
75008 PARIS

President

Stella Rozan
 France

Auschwitz.

lution / St

Deeply offended by the imposition of thelr faith upon -

the Jewish dead in Auschwitz by the women of the
Carmelite order - |

We 300 women of the ICJW, meehng In Sfrosbourg on.
May 29 and 30, representing 20 European countries, -
Insist that the Carmelite Convent be moved forthwith
from the grounds of Auschwitz.

11-2’?90'30 respecﬂng the UNESCO Resolu’rlon of July _

This move must be effected by ..luly 22 1989 In kee-
ging with the agreement signed by 4 Catholic Arch—_-‘_."_-'

ishops and Jewish represen‘rohves in Feburcry 1987

We further propose that sulfcble ctcﬂon be ’rc:ken by. S
Jewish Communities worldwide to ensure that the Ca-~ =
tholic Authorities, the Polish Government and the Pu-."-
blic at large be made aware of the ?rec’r painfeltby :

he Ccrmell'res in"

Jews atthe continued presence of

'Passed uncmmously in Plenum on Tuesda Moy'aoj__u_ F

1989.




US REMEMBER. . .
FIFTH ANNUAL
DCAUST GATHERING
AND EXHIBIT
UNDAY — MAY 28, 1989

ar 1:00 P.

vt HOLOCAUST HEHORIAL MALL

HORE BOULEVARD & EMMONS AVENUE
_THE FOOT OF SHEEPSHEAD BAY, BROOKLYN, N.Y.

pants: » Rabbi Avi Weiss « Eemstem lamll‘y Museum of Jewish Herrlam )drn
Howard Golden = Cong. Chartes Schumer = Cong. Stephien Sora!z- Bkiyn DA Elizabeth
izman = Afissa Sarkin = Szl Zim « Rabbi jusecphl Sumi,z « Yesh. of Flatbush Ci

. of Manhattan Beach » Simon Wiesenthal Cir. » Ctr. for Holocaust Sludes .I WV,

HOLOCAUST
EMORIAL COMMITTEE

1424 SHEEPSHEAD BAY RD.
BOX 247, BKLYN., N.Y. 11235 m“
~ 1212) 807-4334 _ T
WITH THE SUPPORT OF EE!EML
STATE SEN DONALD HALPERIN, COUNCILMAN SAMUEL HORWITZ, BHKLYN BORO
OWARD GOLDEN STATE COMMITTEEMER HAL EPSTEIN & MARY TDBJN CHAIRMANC B

NILDA MIFWS, ASSEMBLYMAN QANIEL FELOMAN, ASSEMBLYMAN HOWARD LASHER
STEPHEN SOLARZ, CONG. CHARLES SCHUMER, BXLYN PARKS COMM. JULIUS SPIEGEL

ADMISSION FREE

——

he New York
Joard of Rabbis

Cordia_u}; invites you
fo attend its

NDOWMENT DINNER

paying tribute to

>bi Paul L. Hait

n the occasion of
his retirement as
cutive Vice President

Tuesday Evening, June 6, 1989
" at the Sheraton Centre, New York City

| bi Gunter Hirschberg, Rabbi Morris S. Friedman,
ident Dinner Chairman
Jack D. Weiler, Rabbi lsrael Mowshowitz,

ident, Advisory Counci! and

| Chairman, Advisory Council
orary Dinner Chairman

Liaison Committee

| iformation please call 212-879-8415

n the victim of a crime, find out about your lagal rights. Call the Jewish
"d Referral Service, (212) 753-2288.

6 - The Jewish Week, Inc. _
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WJCongress assails Auschwitz convent,
urges pope to act, but bars break in ties

By J.J. GOLDBERG

Despite growing signs that the
Vatican is not about to act to re-
move a controversial convent from
the grounds of Auschwitz, the
World Jewish Congress recently
turned down demands for a sever-
ance of worldwide Catholic-Jew-
ish relations as a protest.

Instead, the WICongress execu-
tive voted recently to *“‘deplore”
the Carmelite convent’s presence
at the former Nazi death camp,
which it called “hallowed ground
for us.” It also demanded “that
Pope John Paul II exercise his au-
thority to assure the removal” of
the convent “ without delay.”

The statement represented a
blunt attempt by the WICongress
to shift the focus of the growing
interreligious feud squarely onto
the pope, a former archbishop of
Krakow whose diocese included
Auschwitz. The pope has not yet
spoken publicly on the issue.

L
Meanwhile, the WIJCongress

-vote-was a compromise-between -

militants who want to tum up the
heat on the Vatican and moderates
who want to find some mode of co-
existence — apparently fearing the
convent may not be moved anytime
soon.

The convent, established by Car-
melite nuns in 1984 with Polish
government permission in an aban-
doned building on the grounds of

Auschwitz, has become a major
sore point in Jewish-Catholic ties.
“Everyone agrees that the con-
vent has got to be moved,"” said
Rabbi A. James Rudin, director of
interfaith affairs a1 the American
Jewish Committee. “It’s just to-
tally inappropriate — there simply
cannot be a Catholic place of wor-
ship on the grounds of Auschwitz.

L]

“But to say that therefore you
cannot have any conversations
with the Vatican or meetings with
the pope, when Catholic-Jewish re-
lations cover so many areas —
eliminating anti-Semitism, rewrit-
ing liturgy, ending stereotypes — it
just doesn’t make sense. These
problems are not going to be re-
solved by refusing to meet with the
spiritual leader of 800 million
Catholics, most of whom live in
Third World countries in Africa,
South America and Asia.”

Rudin is chairman of the Interna-
tional Jewish Committee on Inter-
religious Consultations, which is
recognized by the Vatican as its for-

.mal_partner in interfaith dialogue.

The committee, known by the acro-
nym IJCIC (pronounced “ijkik‘),
is made up of the WJCongress, Al-
Committee, Synagogue Council of
America, Israel Interfaith Commit-
tee and B'nai B'rith International.

A sixth group, the Anti-Defama-
tion League of B'nai B'rith. was a
member of IJCIC, but quit in 1983
to conduct its own 1nda;:“u¢m

THE JEWISH

CENTER FOR
SPECIAL

EDUGATION

Reception: 5:30 PM

cordially invites you lo attend its

Annual Dinner
Sunday, the Fourth of June, 1989

Guest of Honor

Mr. Eimer Tannenbaum

Vice President UMB Bank & Trust Company

Rabbinical Service Award

Rabbi Dale Polakoff
Rabbi of the Great Neck Synagogue

Parents of the Year

Mr. & Mrs. Gary & Ruty Koenig

Dinner Chairman

Mr. Ephraim Hasenfeld

at the Imperial Ballroom

Sheraton Centre Hotel
52nd Street & 7th Avenue, NYC

Couvert: $360 per couple
For Reservations and Journal Ads, please call:

718-871-1400

Dinner: 6:30 PM

Vatican diplomacy. ADL leaders
were in Rome to meet with the
pope at the time the WJCongress
was meeting in Montreal, but the
papal audience was called off over
the convent issue.

IICIC has held conferences with
the Vatican nearly every year since
1971 to review liturgies and iden-
tify areas of religious conflict. This
year's conference, which was to
have examined the roots of anti-
Semitism and the Holocaust, was
canceled in February to protest the
convent.

Catholic leaders actually agreed
to remove the convent from Aus-
chwitz, in an accord signed in 1987
in Geneva by four European cardi-
nals and Jeaders of the European
Jewish Congress. It set a Feb. 22,
1989, deadline to relocate the nuns.

The Geneva accord has been rat-
ified by IJCIC and by the Polish
government, but not by the Vatican
hierarchy. The Vatican's first offi-
cial word on the Geneva accord
came last January, when the head of
the church's interfaith relations of-
fice praised the accord in a tele-
gram to one of the accord s signers,
Franciszek Cardinal Macharski of
Krakow.

Omn March 4, however, a week af-
ter the deadline passed without be-
ing honored, the Vatican’s ambas-
sador in Canada wrote to the
Canadian Jewish Congress that the
HD&} SEE had “12keh no engage-

Chis” about the convent and con-
s1dercd it **the exclusive compe-
tence of the local Ordinary,”
meaning Macharski of Krakow.

-

It was that letter, according to
WICongress Executive Director °
Elan Steinberg, that “‘changed the
situation dramatically — the for-
mal denial by the Vatican that they
were bound by the Geneva ac-
cord.”

In response to the Canadian let-
ter and other alleged provocations
— including the erection of a 20-
foot steel cross atop the convent
and a petition by local Polish vil-
lagers denouncing “'Jewish pres-
sure " — several regional sections
of the WICongress have called on
their world executive to downgrade
relations with the Vatican.

The WJCongress-American
Section, the world body's largest
constituent region, voted in March
1o urge that Jewish communities
worldwide not meet with the pope
during his overseas travels. Such
meetings normally are encouraged
as standard WJCongress policy.
The American position was imine-
diately endorsed by the Executive
Council of Australian Jewry,

Then, in early May. the Central
Board of Jewish Communities in
Greece asked the WJCongress “to
interrupt every contact” with the
pope “and the Catholic Church in
general” until the convent is re-
moved.

The WICongress cannot enforce
a ban on Catholic-Jewish meetings
around the world, but its declara-
tions carry considerable moral

(Continwed on Page 33}





