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DRAFT 

The American Jewish .C.ommitt.ee, th.e Anti-Defamation Le_a_g.ue of B':nai Brith, an<;! 

The American Jewish ' Congress deplore the ·re$~l ution adopted' at the Executive meet

ing of the World Je\'fish Congress in Montr~al; May 7. 1989, calling ori its 
· ... 

member communities in 70 countries to· refrain from meeting:-with ' the current 

Pope during his future v.isit.s ·.abroad~. _ 

. . 
The failure by the CatholiC Church of Poland to.-fu.lffll 'the two_.,.year old. 

commitment to remove the Carmelite convent presentiy on the site of the former 

Auschwitt death camp i~ indeed ·a cause for serious cbncern; We believe it 

essenti a 1 that :· commi tments .:made be k~pt and we· ca.11 ·on the European church · 

leaders who were also signatories to the ~g_reeme~t and ·~t~e V~tican· -- whose 

support · for the agreement we h1'Ve reason to assume. -- · to ·work toward a speedy 

resolution of _this painf~l problem. 

. . . 
At the same time, we cannot ·forget t hat J_ewish-Catholic_ relations extend over ~ 

much broader range of issues than the .Auschwitz c·onvent problem. Since Vatican II 

and the adoption of Nostra Aetate in 1965.much pr ogress has been made in 

stre~gthening mutual respect and understanding betwe~~ Jews and Catholics 

worldwide. 

A more positive attitude toward Jews and Judaism and .ar:i affi_rmation that God's 

covenant with the Jewish people remains unbroken .have found ·_expression in 

Catholic .teaching on the highest level. _· 
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There remai:n issues of dis.agreement on poi·itical and diplomatic matters ., and 

some of these have led . to Catb.ol ic-Jewish tensions in the past and may lead to 

tensions in th.e future. The absence of full diplomatic;: relations between the ., 

Vatican and the State of Israel deserves particular mention as one such issue. 

But we believe that these outstanding problems will not be resolved by refusing 

to meet ~ith the spiritual leaders of the Roman Catholic Church, 

Such a course can only exacerbit~: tensions and make it more difficult to find 

appropriate solutions. 

We therefore declare our readiness to maintain our dialogue with the Roman 

Catholic Church on all levels because we believe the search for reconciliation 

to be our joint responsibility from which we are not free to desist. 
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Embassy of the 
POLISH PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC 

Press Off Ice 

2640 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20009 • 234-3800 

POLISH AUTHORITIES ON CARMELITE CONVENT IN OSWIECIM 

/A statement by the Off ice of Government Spokesman/ 

The Carrnelite convent application for taking over the 

building for a cloister at the former concentration camp in 

Auschwitz~Birkenau was approved by the Off ice for Denomination

al Affairs in· J. 983. Earlier no single institution or organizat

ion was interested in place at which the convent is situated 

now. It was a storage facility for a local C'ooperative. 
It was only in· 1985· that . representatives of certain Jewisl 

communities presented obj.ections to the location of the conven· 

there . At that time 4irect contacts between representatives of 

Catholic Church. in Poland as well as other European countries 

and representatives of Jewish ·organizations took place •. On Feb 

ruary 22, ·.1987, in Geneva, an agreement was ·reached. It stipu.
lated the construction of the Center for Information, Educatio 

Meetings and Prayer to which tne Carmelite convent would be 
moved. To date the Center has not been built and the convent 

remains at i .ts previo:us sit:e. 
In this context protests of Jewish groups from abroad 

visiting the site of the former concentration camp took place 

at the cioister. 



-.. ··- . 

: .. 

State authorities are not involved in .the above matter. 

Nevertheless they anxiously wish that the dispute be resolved 
. . 

in the spirit of the Geneva agreements. The application for· the 

location of the Center of Information, Educ~tion, Meetings and 

Prayer was submitted by the Metropolitan Curia in Krak6w on March 

· 10, 1989. On March 15, _the same year a 9roper site was reconnnended 

by the Bureau of Architecture and lJrbari Development: and the final 

decision rega_rding location was made on J .un.e 15 by the- Mayor of thE 

city of Oswi~clin. 

The question of star_ti!'-g the construction and its: ;financing 

does not involve state authorie_ties but only tfi_e par.ties· to tfie 
Geneva ~greement. However the state autho;rities are concerned . . . . . 

. b.y-. ·~rr.o:Wi:ng tens-ions over the case ot the convent and they appeal 

for ·restraint,. understanding and ca·lro ,. espe_cially at the place 
. .· . 

which is the symbol of· -martyrol~gy of ·-:mil_lions o;( people of dt.f~ 

ferent religions and nationa.litie's. 1'11-rtn-e·r · ;fanptng of .ten.sions-
. . . ~ . 

has also negati'"Ve international. ":i::mplica.tions··;: egpe_c.ial~y _on the ev1 

of the SOth anni-versary of tfi.e ·outbreak o;f. World Wa'l' t:r. lt weak.,.. 

ens th.e signi.ficance ?,f the ·JUa:rty;rol09y o~ JE!Ws· and P~le's-. 

we are for qtiickly taki~l<{-measnred and ,f_a,t,r step$' to :t.ul,~f·ll 

the Geneva agreement._ 

.X -X ..:X 

Polish authorities will make ef.f.orts to contribute to 

the resolution ·of the conf lic.t'. 

• 
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OECLARA TION 
/ 

OE LA OOMMISSION OE L'EPISCOPAT POLONAIS POLR·'·LE. OI°ALOGUE 

AVEC LES JUIFS 
... 

Suite a l 1 enonce du Or Gerhard Riegnel"', co-President du Conseil 

directeur du Cong res Ju if- m.ondial/ CJM/ a Geneve, rapporte par l 'Agence de 

Presse Internationale Catholique dans le n° 4 du 4 janvier i989, je suis 

dans (•obligation d•y apporter quelques precisions. 

1. ·rous les documents de l 1 Eglise catholique d 'une certaine 

importance concernant les relations avec les juifs, ont ete depuis 

longtemps traduits en · polonais et sont facilement accessibles 

aussi bien dans le pays tout entier que dans chaque diocese. 
-

Actuellement la publication complete, en langue polonaise, et en 

un seul volume, de tous l~s textes concernaht ces problemes, est 

-· en -:- co·ur-s . de preparation. Ils ont, ·par ailleurs. fait l 'objet 

d'etudes et de travaux universitaires. · 

2. Le Cardinal Joseph Glemp·, Preside·nt de la Conference Episcopale 

Polonaise et Primat de Pologne, et l 1 Episcopat polonais tout 

entier, appr ecient l'importance du projet propose par le Cardinal 

Franc isz ek Macharski, Metropolite de Cracovie, pour la 

construction du Centre d ' Information, d'Education, de Rencontre et 

de Priere a Auschwitz. 

3. Le role du Centre . d 'Auschwitz - tel que 1 iEglise catholique le 
' ' 

COOjfOi t - a ete C lairement clefini pal' le Pape, . qui, S ~ adressant 

aux autorites Juives a Vienne, a affirme : "Parmi les multiples 

initiatives d 1 aujourd ' hui qui sont prises dans l'esprit du Concile 

pour' · 1e dialogue Judeo-chretien, je voudrais indiquer le Centre 

pour l'information, l'education, la l"'encontre et la priere qui va 
• I 

itre realise en .Pologne. 11 a pour objectif d'etudier la Shoah, 

ainsi que le martyre du peuple polor:'ais e,t des autres peuples 

_eul'opeens, i l'epoque du riaticinal-•ocialisme, et de se ~onf~onter 

a eux sur le plan spirit.uel. Il est a souhaiter que ce Centre 

produise de feconds resultats et serve de modele a d'autl'es 

. _,,. 
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nations. Les initiatives de ce genre -produiront egalement des 

fruits pour la convivence de tous les groupes de la soeiete et les I 
inciteront a ~·engager en faveur d'une attention reciproque pour I 

l f 
les faible·s, les delaisses, les marginaux, a surmonter l 'hostilite / 

et les preJuges, a defendre lea droits de l'honine, ~n particulier 

le ~roit a la libert6 religieuse, pour chaque personne et 

eommunaute." Par ces paroles, le Pape, a definitivement donne au 

projet du Centre d'Ausehwitz, oriente vers l'avenir, une dimension 

ecclesiale -et universelle. 

4. Les diffieultes retardant la realisation du projet du Centre eomme 

le deplacement du Carmel d'~usehwitz, ne proviennent en rien de l• · 

. mauvaise volonte, mais sont · toutes de nature objective. Elles 

resultent en partie de formalites administratives, en part·ie de 

l' histoire meme d 'Auschwitz, de sa signification et de la valeur 

symbolique de ce lieu pour le peuple polonais. De mime que pour 

les juifs, Auschwitz est le symbole de la Shoah, de meme pour tous 

'6f<·.:-.J. ,_,,,.: ·---·-- _ ___ · _;__ . __ _ _!es Polo'l_aj..a~·uschwitz reste le symbole du martyre sanglant de la 

nation polonaise. 

Pour nous, la construction du Centre et le deplacement du Carmel · 

sont aussi importants l'un que l ' autre pour l'avenir, dans 

l'esprit m~me de l'accord. signi l Gen~ve, le 22 fevrier 1987. Ce 

projet de Centre est oriente d • une maniire tellement evidente vers 

l'' avenir . ll doit servir a l 'education des generations futures. au 
- -

perfectionnement de l ·'information et a l 'approfondissement de la 

comprehension mutuelle. Il merite sans aucun doute de la part des 

chr~tiens et de la ' part des juifs , la Juste reconnaissance de sa 
' \ 

valeur, l'engagement sincere et les efforts communs. 

Au nom de la Commission -

Mgr Henryk Muszynski 

President 



Dear Mr. Leiblar, 

Thank you for your letter, I believe that we agree far more than we disagree 
on the countering of anti-Semitism. 

It is a matter of [:)oth conviction and practice with me that no one, Jew or 
gentile, has the right to 'dignify' or tolerate ant~Semitic remarks. I 
fully concur with yoir feeling that these must be cotr...,fe'n'Mf. clearly and 
unequivecally. The record willl show that I have made my position clear 
on this point on many occasions, and in many parts of the world. 

At the same time, I am persuaded t hat nei~ber the Jewish people nor the 
Jewish cause are served by stridently denouncing people and leaving it 
at that. That may relieve the emotions but it generally effects no change 
for the better. 

My ~elief is that, along with the strongest ~ condemnation 
of allj anti-Semites, there must be an effective strategy and program to 
change their views, especially when t hey are i n a position to influence the 
attitudes ,;and behavior of not just tens but hundreds of thousands, and 
possibly millions. The decisions of Vatican CouncilJ I! on Catholic~Jewish 
relations is a dramatic exam9le, I believe, of the positive changes that 
can be brought about in t he Jewish interest. 

I should welcome an opportunity to discuss *9 these and related matters 
in person. I do believe that we share very much in common. 

With kind regards , 

vo~rs sincerely, 

Sir Sigmund Sternberg 
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HIS EXCELLENcY 
TADEUSZ NAZOWIECKI 
PRIME MINJ;STER ELECT 
THE REPUBLIC OF .POLAND 

WARSAW ( ?}, POLA.ml 

IN BEHALF OF MANY THOUSANDS OF JEWISH ~EADERS. THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, WE WISH 

TO EX'!'nID TO YOU OUR HEARTFELT CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES ON YOUR 

ASSUMPI'ION OF THE OFFICE OF PRIME MINISTER OF POLAND. THE JEWISH PEDPLE HAVE 

HAD A LONG AND CO~EX HISTORY WITH THE NATION .OF POLAND, AND WE EAGERLY 

SUPPORT EVERY MOV»fENT TOWARD THE ESTABLISHEMEN.T' OF DEMOCRAcY, ECONOMIC JUSTICE, 

A.~D .HUMAN RIGHTS. 

WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT· JEWISH LEADERS: IN THE \\URLDS OF COMMERCE, TRAPE, AND 

FINANCE WILL WANT TO PLAY A.'i APPROPRIATE ROLE IN HELPING POLAND ACHIEVE 

ECONOMIC GROWTH AND STABILITY. WE HOPE IT IS NOT MISUNDERSTMID IF WE MAKE REFERENCE 

TO THE FACT TH.AT THE CURRENT ~A$SE OVER 'IRE MOVEMENT OF THE CAR.).fELITE CONYENT 

OFF 'rnE GROUNDS OF AUSCHWITZ:' TO THE A9REED UPON NEW CONvENT COULD BECOME A SERIOUS 

OBSTACLE TO PERSU.t\DING THE WESTERN WORLD OF THE NEW SENSIBll.::tTIES OF THE 

EMERGING DEMOCRATIC POLAND. WE .ARE PREPARED 'ID DO WHATEVER IS NECESSARY TO HELP' 

IN THE CALM AND MUTUALLY RESPECTFULJ,i RESOLUTION OF .TliIS HIGHLY P1JBLICIZED PRDBL.EM. 

AGA:m, PLEASE REST A;SSURED !!DX OF. OUR HEARTIEST BEST WISHES AND OUR PRAYERS~: 

FOR GOD'S RICHEST BLESSINGS OVER YOU, YOUR FAMILY. THE SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT, AND 

THE FUTURE OF A R~IVED DEMOCRA€IC POLISif NATION AND ProPLE. 

RESPECTFULLY YOURS,, 

SIR SIGMUND STERNBERG RABBI MARC. H. TANENBAUM· 

LON:OON, ENGLAND NEW y0RK, N. Y. 
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Church balks over Auschwitz convent · 
NEW ·YORK (JTA) - The "fr~ dialogue" with the Vari· 

·· tong·promised removal of the can until the convent is moved. 
Carmelite convent from Ausch· Weiss also said the Polish gov· 
win has been indefinitely post· emment should bear responsibil· 
p6ned by a Polish Catholic car- ity for the co_nvent and suggest· 
dinal, a move that Jewish leaders ed a travel boycorr of Poland by 
say will severely strain Catholic· Israel and world Jewish organiza· 
Jei.vish relations. ·tions if the siruation does not 

Cardinal Franciszek Machar· change. 
ski, the archbishop of Krakow, Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, who 
announced on Vatican radio has been deeply involved with 

__ t\,ug. ~ tha~ the buil~ing Qf a the convent issue, is taking a 
proposed interreligious informa. more conciliatory approach. 
'tion center was now 'an impos- He said that Polish leaders had 
sibility.' told him in the past few weeks 

The announcement drew criti- that Machan;ki's commitment to 
ci:sm from the other three Ro- build the convent and the cen· 
m~n Catholic cardinals who ter by 1990 'was firm.' 

CARMELm CONVENT which 
ar the heart of a longocand ing Clll 

1roveny. 

were signatories to the agree· But, Tanenbaum said, the re
ment reached two years ago to cent demonstrations have 
remove the nunnery from caused a backlash in Poland and 
Auschwia. 'touched off a furious reaction solved. 

Cardinal Albert Decpumay of among Polish Catholics who The group also urged the car 
Lyon, France, said that the now suppbrt, even insist, that cellation of Jewish participatio 
agreement made with represen- the Carmelite convent not be in observations to mark the 50t 
tatives of world Jewry in Geneva moved.• . anniversary· of the outbreak ( 
on Feb. ZZ, 1987, 'is mandatory In his statement, Marcharslci World War 11, scheduled to ta~ 
and . binding on those who said he was suspending action place in Poland Aug. 30 to Sep 
signed it. Its decisions cannot be on building the· center since, 4_· At the same time, it issued' 
re-examined.' 'because of lack of respect for call ro Jews around the world t 

His statement was :supported the riuns and for their human suspend trips to Poland b 
by Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger, and Christian dignity, the peace groups or individuals. 
archbishop of Paris, and Cardi- to which they are entitled was Recent sermons by Pope Job 
nal Godfried Danneels, head of disturbed. ~hristian conven· Paul II seem to imply that th 
.the Cad1olic church in Belgium, tions, the.symbols of faith and of. Christian covenant with Go 
both of whom also signed die _piety, were not respected.' superseded the Jewish covenar 
1987 agreement. Israeli officials said recently with God and that die Christia 

The proposed information that the Polish deputy foreign covenant was forged because < 
center wano have been built off minister had indicated to Israelis ".Israel's infidelity.' 
the site of the former death that ·his government would ln· This conflicts with previol 

·camp and was to have housed rervene in the mam:r. statements by the Pope th; 
the convent as well. Earlier this month, Decoumay God's covenant with the Jev 

Marchmki attributed his deci- solemnly promised that the.con· was 'never revoked." 
sion to halt construction of the vent will be removed 'at its ear· The statement by Europca 
center to ' a· violent campaign of liesr' and blamed the delays on Union of Jewish Students sai 
accusations and defamation, and 'local bureaucracy" in Poland. that the combination of d: 

. offensive '- ·not only verbal - The Federation of Polish Jews · Pope's remarks and Macharslci 
aggression, which echotd up to of the United States urged in a announcement 'seems to imp' 
Auschwitz.' statement that the Catholic· that the Catholic Church b• 

· The campaign, Macharski Jewish interfuith dialogue be SUS· . lieves that the Shoah was retr 
said, was the work of 'certain pended until the conflict is re· · bution for the Jews' inflddicy.' 
W esu:m Jewish circles.• . . ,J;; 

Jewish_ organizations have re· ~'.";: "."" - ..CLIP AM,~, s_AVE- - - ,"'.".. ~ 
1
n _?:5;t 

acted with oumge, not only at I " "" '• · · -" ' · : "'\ ~-.. . · . ;:~ ·\ . 
Macharslci's nullification of the 1 , i.

1 
-- · - _ .. ' -~ ~ 

agreement to move the convent, w 
but at the wording of his state· ;'( 
·ment. UJ J 

ti~h=~~~:~1~~s~~ifu; ~ DONT DRIVE ••• Let us ship your car anywhere In the U.S.~ i 
me convent's removal, and dem· A. • weekly service to Flo Ilda & callfomla . 1 
onstrationshavebeenmounted ~ FORGE MOTORS : 
at the convent itself. I AUTO TRANSPORT, INC. · 

Last month, seven New York 
Jewish activists climbed over the h · mi 18, E. BRIDGEWATER (508) 378-noo · . .i:.. 
fence surroundi112 the convent C:.~ - .. -CUP AND SAVE .. - .,. """'" -~ 
and asked to speak with the 
nuns. They were beaten and ----
dragged elf the grounds. 

This demonsmtjon reportedly 
incensed Macharslci. Sources in 
Europe say that Macharslci 
called the demonstration 'vio
lent and intolerable' in a meet· 
ingwith local priests. 

Rabbi Avraham Weiss, who 
led the demonstration at Ausch· 
win, called for Jewish leaders to NEW ENGLAND'S ·#1 : ----------- .~ - ··---- ' _____ . -· - .: '---- .. ' --·---· .. . ·- ' . .. --.. ·~ 



Vatican ·urges Relocation· of Convent at A~schwiti 
. ' . - '• . . . ' . 

Co~tinued From Page Al visit lo the Vatican today. Catholic leaders have said· they la• 
"This is a very positive and very Im- money for construction and have a 

Jews,." said a statement issued here to- portant s tatement and I welcome it pealed for outside help. According 
.~ay. It was signed by Johannes Cardi· warmly," said Rabbi ·Rudin, who said the 1987 accord, the nuns are to move 
nal Wlllebrands, a senior Vatican off!- he had personally received the news a site about 600 yards from "the peri 
clal, who as President of the Commis- from Cardinal Willebrands this mom- eter of the concentration camp." 
ston for Religious Relations with the in?; .. . . Jews began objecting to the nur 
Jews has been Involved in the dispute. We are movi.ng to· an equitable solu- presence at Auschwitz shortly after t 1 

Though it was not a direct order for lion;" h~ added, "in wh~7h there should convent's establishment in 1984 in. 
the nuns to move, the statement was be no winners. or losers. . . . building once used to store deadly ga~ 

. There was . als.o po~1t1ve reaction Polish catholics argued In respon 
seen by Catholic and Jewish figures as ai:nong ~athohcs, mcludmg the French that there was nothing offensive abc 

·the Vatican's clearest public commit- Bishops Conference. The Rev . . J~an nuns who lived a secluded life of pray 
ment yet to resolve the controversy_. Dujardn~, secretary to the comm1ss10~ at a site where many Catholic Potes, 

Under the 1987 agreement reached in for relations wl~h Jews at th~ bishops eluding priests and nuns were a; 
Geneva, the convent was to have been conference, said the Vatican had killed · ' 
relocated by February of this year, but ::c1eare~. the horizon:: and endorsed Aft~r the deadline set by the Gene 
the interfaith center has yet to be built. the ~pmt of Geneva. · _But he told re- agreement passed in February, Jew· 
Jews have mounted protests, culmlnat- porte1s th.at the relocation of the.nuns groups from outside Poland sta€ 
ing In a violent clash between Amer- was not hkely to _take place until _the protests, one of which ended when F 
lean Jews and Polish workers at the new center was built. ish workers at the site beat and ejec1 
convent in July, and these have Time of Construction Uncertain seven American Jews who had enter 
prompted the Polish Catholic hierar- At the Vatican, Father Fumigalli to- the convent. · 
chy to suspend the accord. day said the question of when and how The dispute became even more bit 

Glemp Called for Renegotiation the prayer center would be built would when. Polish church officials said ti 
Last month, Jozef Cardinal Glemp, be lef~ to the Polish bishop in whose dio- wer~ abandoning plans for the c 

the Primate of Poland, called for rene- cese Auschwitz lies. · structlon of the new center. Cardi 
gotlation of the agreement and de- " It would not" be realistic to talk Glemp criticized Jews in language t 
scribed the church officials who negoti- about the number of mont!hs or years many Jews called anti.-Semitlc and 
ated it as "not competent." The church Involved," he said, " The central point fensive. In the furor, Cardinal Gle 
officia ls included Fianciszek Cardinal is to build the center and it i.s important canceled a planned visit to the Un; 

. Macha rski, the Archbishop of c racow, that the Holy See will cont ribute eco- States, scheduled to begin Sept. 21. 
in whose jurisdiction the convent · Is nomically." Despite the anger on both sides of 
situated, and .three other European Father Fumigalli declined to dis- dispute, some Catholic and Jev 
cardinals. · close how much money the Vatican leaders in Europe have played d• 

After those three Cardinals issued a would contribute to the building costs. the confllct, calling It merely an : 
statement declaring that the agree- Cardinal Glemp has estimated the cost tant rather than a threat to relat 
ment should be upheld, the Polish of the center a\ $2 million. between the two faiths. But one pn 
church's Commission for Dialogue Although part of the land for the new nent Eurqlean rabbi expressed r• 
With J udaism called o~ Sept 6 for new. center had already been bought, Polish today at the Vatican's st,atement 
talks with Jewish le~ders on relocating · 
the convent · ;· · · . 

Over the months; Jewish spokesmen 
repeatedly appealed to Pope John Paul 
11 to intervene In the case, but on sev
eral occasions the Vatican insisted that 
the convent Issue was a matter for the 
Polish church to resolve. Today's state
ment appeared to rever se that stand. · 
~'This Is. int.ended to contribute to a 

more ' serene·' iltmosi>here ln . the dia
logue between Jews and Christians,'' 
said the Rev. Pier Francesco Fumagal
li, an aide to cardinal Wlllebrands, 
after distributing the statement. . "I 
hope we will be able to brighten up the 
mood.'' 

Today's statement was published in 
the official Vatican Bulletin, which im
plied, according to a -Vatican spokes
man, that it had the end>Orsement or the. 
Pope, who as Archbishop of Cracow be
fore Cardinal Machar5kl first proposed 
the convent, which was established In 
1984. . 

Today's statement was met with 
?DSltlve reactions from Jewish spokes· 
men In Europe and the United States. 
Rabbi James Rudin of New York, .who 
:eads the International Jewish Com
nittee Committee for · lriterreliglo1,1s 

-! . 

Text of Vatican Statement 
i 

,· s~~t~ol'heNni
0

Y~Tlmet .", · ·. 1 ·, •• ~ _ !~- • . 

ROME, Sept 19 - Following is the text, .transiaied from thf 
French by The New York Times, of a Vatican statement today on thf 
Jewish-.Cathol~c .~isput.e oyer a conv~nt .at the site of the Auschwit; 
deathcamp.: ·· ._ .. ·:··,:,, .. ,. <:·"'::"- · · . 

The commission of the Holy See relations between Christians am 
for re ligious relations with Juda- · Jews. · 
ism has acknowledged with satis- · The Holy Father, In effect, in hi· 
faction the communique pub- .address to the Jewish communit· 
lished on Sept. 6, 1989, by His Ex- of Vienna on June 24, 1988, ex 
cellency Msgr. Henryk Muszyn- · pressed the hope that " this centc 
ski, president of the Polish Epis· produce fruitful results and serv 
copal Commission for Dialogue . as a model for other nati<•ns." 
with Judaism. The prayer and the lift- of dev< 

tion of the ' Carmelites, whos 
monastery will be In some way c 
the heart or the center, will cor 
triblllte decisively to Its success. 

The expressed intention to pro
ceed with the establishment of a 
center of information, of meeting, 
of dlalogu_e and of prayer, as 
called for m the Geneva declara
tion of Febr~ary 1987 Is received 
positively, because the Holy See is . 
convinced that such a center 
would contribute in a significant 
way _to_ lhe deyelopment of good 

· In. order to sustain the impl• 
mentallon of this Important b1 

. costly project; the Holy See is pro 
pared to CGntribute Its own fina1 
clal support. 

JOHANNES WILLEBRANI 
· Preside. "?:>~~~~-1'U..9~~.;~,~~~;.P.!e~ .~fter a 

~:t?i!'t!~'f-~~+::*~ :r..~1"'.·f~'c, N~~ . ~/~~}\·~-:::\":,.;p~t-~,~-~~: ·· . . ":"::-----'-:-:--~~--------'-'::---'...:......'-----------



'MOVE I BY VATICAN :-. 

APPLAUDED IN U.S. 
Bishops and Jewish Groups 

See Healing of Tensions 

By PETER STEINFELS 
The Vatican's declaration backing 

relocation of a Roman Catholic convent 
from the site of the Auschwitz death 
camp removes a serious Impediment 
to belier Catholic-Jewish relations, 
leaders of the church and of Jewish or
ganizations said yesterday. 

The statement "eases tensions and 
puts a welcome end to a problem that 
has plagued Cath<>lic·Jewlsh relations 
since the Carmelite convent was 
oper.?d in 1984," said Seymour D. 
Reich, the pfesident or B'nal B'rlth ln· 
ternational. Mr. Reich currently serves 
as chairman of two umbrella group~ of 
Jewish organizations, the Conference 
of Presidents of Major American Jew· 
tsh Organizations and the International 
Jewish Committee for lnterreligious 
Consultations. 

Similar evaluations came from 
spokesmen for the Ant"Defamation 
League, the American Jewish Con· 
gress. the Union of American Hebre~ 
Congregations, the Synagogue Council 
of America and the World Jewish Con
gress. 

New York Prelates Agree 
John Cardinal O'Connor, the Arch· 

bishop of New York, and Bishop Fran· 
cis J . Mugavero of Brooklyn ·q~ickly 
endorsed the Vatican statement. "It is 
my hope that it will help to heal the 
wounds that have been suffered during 
this controversy," said Bishop Mu· 
gavero, who was formerly In charge of 
Catholic-Jewish relations for the 

. .. .. ....,,..:.:,.· 

· ..... : .. 

American bishops' conference. uoc1a
1 

,. 

"The beginning of a beginning," Car· ·The Vati'can has expressed support for the relocation of a Carmelite dinal O'Connor called the· statement 
when questioned yesterday by televl· convent from the site of the Auschwitz death camp in Poland, above. to 
sion reporters. "Now we're going to an interfaith prayer center to be built outside the camp. have to set about the business of reoon· .. · ___________________ ....._ ________ _ 
clliation, of trying to dissipate what-
ever bitterness has developed." cause for concern," he said. "We will the statement opened the way to a re-

bi ba a- not be silent until the nuns leave." newed "dialogue that deals not with 
tiona cons 1 n Rabbi Weiss said the Auschwitz con· complaints we have with one another 

ee sal yesterday's vent was "part of a larger Vatican at· but seeks to address jointly the larger, 
statement con 1rm "the usefulness tempt to de-Judaize and Christianize far more serious issues that beset our 
of the quiet diplomatic discussions that the Holocaust." Jewish relations with society." 
have been going on between Jewish the Vatican can be fully normalized Rabbi Ianenbaum said, "Coming on 
representatives and Vatican author!· "only when this process is halted," he the eve oTihe Jew1sfi High Holy Days, 
ties for the last sev-al years." said. this statement will change the tone or 

RabbiAvraham Weiss,whooccupied Other Jewish reaction was much topicofalotofsermons." 
the convent's porch with six other more positive. "I am delighted that the Elie Wiesel, the Nobel laureate and 
demonstrators In July and was beaten Vatican has broken its silence," Rabbi survivor of the Nazi horror, called the 
by Polish workmen, reserved judg· Alexander M. Schindler, presJdent of statement "a new beginning in the dla· 
ment on the Vatican statement. It in· the Union of American Hebrew Con· Jogue." Mr. Wiesel said he was "grate
cluded no specific timetable for the gregatlons, said. ful to those Catholics, the powerful as 

1 convent's relocation, and "with a his· Henry Siegman, executive director well as the humble people, who ~aised 
1 tory o~ broke.n . agr~men,~, ~.e':L,~~ -:~f~~:~.t~.~.r.~an Jewish ~ongres~. sa~d . their voices wit}}. ou~.'',: . . · •. :·.; •. , :;: J 

' 
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Mr. Elli Wohlgerenter 
Jewish Telegraphic A~ency 

Rabbt Mare H. Tanenbaum, international relations consultant of 
the American Jewish Committee and rei'tit:ting chairman of the . 
Inte.rnational Jewish Cotnr"li t tee for Inte rrelig ious Consul tat ions (I JC IC) 
today announced that Vatican spokesmen reported that "the Carme 1 i te 
conyent built on the grounds of Auschwitz:t is now in its final 
pnase of r-ealiztng the movement of the convent away fr.om the 
boundaries of the former Nazi death cam°!). 11 j 

Tanenbaum also .reoorted that on January 24th, Cardinal F. Macharsky, 
archbishop of Cracow, issued a statement de~&aring that "the new 
convent will be built away from the boundaries of the former Nazi 
camp, along with the interreligious center for prayer and· information. 
The convent will be constructed on separate grounds inside the 
new interreligious center, so that it will be in the vicinity ·or· the 
camp but well outside tts boundaries. 11 

· • ~ · 

Cardinal J0hannes W~llebrands, President of the Vatican Secretariat 
on ~eligious ~elations with the Jews, today in Vatican City exoressed 
11 gratitude and support for the decision" and for Cardinal Macharsky' s 
announcement • 
.. 
qabbi Tanenbawn, who oresided over IJCIC' s negotiations with European 
Jewish leadership headed by Theo Klein, president of CRIF in Paris, 
.and with rour Roman Catholic cardinals, today welcomed "Cardinal 
Macharsky's announcement as a sign of good faith which Cardinal 
Wi1lebrands and the four European cardinals have demonstrated throughout 
:kkRxexlii11iaud:::.tx this difficult crisis." 

The four Eurooean cardinals. in addit ~on to Willebrands, were 
Cardinal deCourtra:r of Lyons, Cardinal Lustiger of ':laris, Cardinal 
Danee ls of Belgium, and Card lnal Macharsky. 

"These f'ive Catholic leade r-s," · Tanenhaum said, "have understood the. 
profound meaning of Auschwitz to the Jewish oeople and have sought to 
honor the sanctity o~ that horrible death cam.p to Jewish memory 
throughout their negotiations against great resistance from the 
Carmelita nuns and some traditional Polish Catholic leaders. From 
the very ~ginning, I felt strongly that the Jewish people have a stake 
in supporting their allies in this cause, and not to wealten their 
ere di blli ty by recklessl!f atte.ck~ng them. That judgment has been 
justified by this action. We now await the next practical steps that 

11i11 :t.aR translate this clearcut commitment into practical r-eality." 

After the coavent is moved, Tanenbaum said, we Will need to reooen in 
IJCIC and with the Vatican the ·discussion of our plans for holding a 
se.ries of consultations oti the history of anti-Semitism in the Christian 
West, culminating in the Nazi holocaust. Those conferences may well · 
lead to a major declaration of the part of the ~atican for uproqting 
the~ µoistonous weeks of anti-Semitism throughout the world." ··:. 
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His Excellency 
Bishop Henryk Muszynski 
87-800 Wloclawek 
ul. Gdanska 2/4 
Poland 

DK:s.J!X 
My Dear Bishop Muszynski, 

I deeply appreciate your warm and thoughtful letter o~ Janµary 25th. 
You~x generous and sensitive words mean very much to me, and I 
rec1?rocate your sentiments. 

It is reassuring to know that the Carm~lite sisters have assented 
to agu.emamx reached in the Geneva1Agreement betmeen Catholic and 
Jewish authorities in February 1987. · . 

But I sha.r~e your conce r.>n as tow hat might happen in the interim 
period between that decision and the time it will take to construct 
the new center. Ae you can see from the enclosed statements, · anger 
is rising in a number of Jewish quarters over what is t aken to 
be the violation of the f987 a~reements, and the ~ailure :Rm of any 
movement ove~ the past thirty months. 

In response to press inquiries, I have tried to issue some modera.tiong 
statements (see the enclosed.) But as F~ebl"Uary 22nd comes closer, 
and if nothing he.opens of a constructive nature, ·r €ear that al 1 
voices · of moderation will be overwhelmed by the angry pronoucero.ents, 
more than 1 ikely on both sides. 

A key, it seems to me, would be to find an "interim center" already 
established in which the Carmelita sisters could ce.rry on their 
vocation of~ prayer and meditation while the new center would be 
develop_ed~ I do not have any concrete idea of what la meant by 
"a sharp reaction of some Polish people," but I do believe that 
only somec:r.eal . action of some intertm movement would lead to 
reduction of strong statements on the J'ewish side. 

Otae rwise, I am af'ratd thet we will have a dynamic dev·eloping of' 
"reciprocal hostility" on both sides, and that would muddy the 
atmosphere ror a long time to come. 

I do anpreciate the real commitment of Cardinal Marcharksy, ~B.RXHl~, 
the other Cal"dina1s and yourself to trying to resolve this difficult 

- p~obeem. I pray to God for an warly resolution so that we might be 
spared unnecessary :rurther alienation which would set back the 
reconctlation that all of us desi~e. 

With warmest good wishes, I a~~ 

Res~ectfully yours, 

; 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES 

'mE AUSCHWITZ'' CONVENT, 'mE HOLOCAUSl\ AND THE .JEWS 

by Marc H. Tanenbaum 

Since the close of Vatican Council II in 1965, no event has challenged 

the integrity of Catholic-Jewis~ relations as has the construction of the 

Carmelita convent on the grounds of the Auschwitz death camp. 

In 1984, a small group of Polis~ Carmelita nuns quietly transformed into 

a convent an old theater used by Nazi SS troops for storage of Zyklon-B gas 

with which they murdered several million Jews, Poles, and others in their gas 

chambers. 

'lb.a first information about the convent appeared in a fund-raising brochure 

distributed in Belgium in 1985. Prepared by a Catholic traditionalist group called, 

"Aid to the Church in Distress," the pamphlet stated that the convent enables 

"the Carmelites to do penance for us 'Who are still alive," and characterized 

it - --- -.. . -.:~-:-..: ~lfi;,a·.:~·~ :.- · as "a spiritual fort~ess and a guarantee of the conversion of 

strayed brothers from our countries." 

'!be reaction, especially among Je';rish survivors of Auschvitz in Europe 

and elsewhere~ vas immediate and filled 'With rage and resentment. None of the 

literature promoting sup1'-i of the convent contained a single reference to the 

systematic mass killing of t'WO million Jews in that Vernichtungslager (annihilation 

camp.) The vague, mystical reference to "the conversion of strayed brothers" 

resonated aa a triumphal appeat to pursue the dead even beyond the grave. 

In subsequent months, the Carmelites erected a 23-foot cross, which is nov 

the dominating religious symbol ofer Auschwitz. Both the promotional brochures 



~usohvi tz convent - 2 p -

nd the dramatic cross signify to many Jews - end sympathetic Christians - who have 

'cently visited the co11Vent, that Auschwitz is now being commemorated as a place 

entially of Christian martyrdom. 

es 

·,ether consciously intended or not, a revisionist scenario of history has been 

Christians were the victims, not Jews. '!he sileace over the murder· of 

unt"olding · thet no Christians were murderers. If the pattern were to continue, it is 

Jevs suggests ,.. 
\e that in fifty years Auschwitz will be perceived as having nothing to do 

not inconceivabl•_ 
· ~ermination of the whole of European Jewry, nor with the demonological 

vi tb the planned eXt 
· , 1c1de culture - which prepared the way for the Nazi holocaust. 

anti-Semitism - the de~ 

(· ; and Christians with whom I have spoken since 1985 are fully 
Many thoughtful JevJ. 

· ' "lat more than a million Polish catholics, among them 
aware of the tragic real1tf:t., . extermihated) 

. ·. · :-e/ukwHliakfu in Aaschwitz since June 1940. 'lbe Carm.elite 
bishops, pries:t.a, and nuns, w~ 

:.inl1 believe, haV9 both a religious duty and moral right 
nuns and other Catholics, I fii 

t.he souls of their kinspeople. 
to m·ourn the death an~, pray !or ·~ 

' 

.. 
No Je\IX 

. ·> 1 or is critical of such appropriate acts of 
of ··c'onscience opposei. 

memorialization.,.:"&.1t Auscb.vitz cannot 
~ allowed to become transformed into e Christian 
be 

t
L::-.·t ~.he actuality of that purgatory for the Jewish 

"holy i'lace" ua supersedes or displaces \. 

peopre·;; .· 

A distinguished Catholic cardinal of F~nce, who· has been at the center of this 

controver3y. has spoken to the core issue with ut~;" clarity. Albert Cardinal Decourtray 

'ic Bishops, has declared: of Lyon, president of the French Conference of Catho~t 

"It is the attempt to totally exterminate t~ J?-ws that we call the Shoah, 

of which Auschwitz is the symbol. Such affliction and Juffering bave conferred on the 

Jewish people through its martyrs a pa~ticular digniJ. that is quite ~roperly its own. 

And to construct a convent at Auschwitz 'Would, for m'' impinge U;>on that Hgnity •" 
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Cardinal Becourtray, joined by three other Roman Catholic cardinals, have 

been meeting with Jewish leaders during the past several yeaRs. In their 1987 

.Geneva agreement, they arrived at a common mind on tvo major pointsr first, 

Auschwitz must be preserved in its integrity as a memorial to the Shoah in the 

terms described by Cardinal Decourtray; second, :.tkll a new convent is to be built 

in 1990 as the first structure in a planned Catholic-Jewish dialogue and study 

center some 500 meters away from Auschwitz. 

'!be Carmelita sisters, vbo refused for two years to move off the grounds of 

Auschwitz, have finally acceded to the expressed vill of their superiorif_n Rome 

and iax Cnacow, among them Pope Joµn Paul II, who reportedly made two private 

interventions. Jewish survivors of Auschwitz, and most other Jews throughout the 

world, aontinue to be distressed, fearing that the nuns will remain at their present 

site into the i~ef'inite future, inseXtiv'1y proceeding to 11de-Judaize" the 

meaning of A"usch'witz through their ,symbols and activity. 

That distress is intensified by some recent manifestations of Polish anti-

Jewish expressions, recalling the violent and relentless anti-Semitism of traditional 

Polish Catholic society over the past three centuries. 
(in PolandJ 

'Ibe fact of anti-Semitism/in both its political and religious rorms is not 

~ nell. What is new·: is that there is la core group of Roman Catholic churchmen, led 

by Franciazek Cardinal Macbarski, arbhbishop of Cracow, and younger Polish intellectuals 

and activi~s, who are ashamed of their country's anti-jevish hatreds of the past 
'-""' 

and are committed to creating a more positive and mutually respectful future with 

the Jev1s~ people. 

'!he removal of the Carmelita convent from its present site and the 

preservation of Auschwitz in its primordial reality will be a decisive sign 

of how real is their determination in shaping a better future .for Catholics a'nd 

Jews in Poland# and elsewhere throughout the world. 
--Rabbi Tanenbaum, international relations consultant for the A'merican JeYish Committee, 
is immediate past president of the International Jewish Committee 66r Interreligi.ous 
Consultations. 
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AUSCHWITZ CONVENT IS BETWEEN POLES AND JEWS; 
>.·"·':·: . w::. IT IS NOT A v AT,ICAN-JEWISR CONFLICT . r-~ 
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. ;It is a PQSitlve thing that the meeting of the WotJd Jewish 
.,,l·. ··.;.· · 

· Consre$s E~ecutive .i.n Mo~tieal during early May adopted a 
. ,. . ... . . •: . ·, 

resol~~,i,ni ~~ndo~lng an ·earlier. pronounce~en~ of its American 

Sect1~~ ·c~:i.frn·~ for· a wo~ldwide Jewish boycott of/Pop~ John ·P~ul 
~I. ., ~ 

: .·. : l 

WhJie:·t}tis latest ' ctlon may in dme help ease the mouilting 

tensions .in;V~tican·Je~isti ·relations •• the worst I have seen · · . .. . . . . . . . , · . . 

. during· the past 30 · yeari :..~ much qamage has been done, a.i;id it 

.. will tak~ -~o.nsidei-a:bte~ kno.wleqge~ experie'.ilce and wisdom to · .. .' ' . . 

correct. t~e Pl'~s.ent t.roubled situation~ 

. · The 'CQ.re of . the . .-pro.bi em remains the. presence of the . 
•• .• • • • - • .., ; ' . • • .. . 1 . • 

Carmellte convent on :the :grounds of Au~chwitz. 

The pious. deterilli~ed ·n·uns created the problem by their ... · ·. . . . . . . 

unilateral transformin3 of a Nazi warehouse used for storing 

Zyklon-B .sas into a convent~ But some Jews. I believ_e. have 

misconstrued the stubborn Carm~Ht~}¥.'ii~t· , .. · ., _: 
• ' . ~ .. ~·",:J~:-,~: .. ~..... ' ,·· I .: 

The r_em~v~l ·of the convent to other ·quarters ,;. which has 

been agreed· upon by an parties •• is overwhelmingly an issue 

.·· 
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that concerns the Polish. CathOlic Churc:hf the Polish go~ernment, 
. ; ) ·t"···::.:·i. . 
the Carmellte Orde~ and world Je~ry. 

j · ~· . . ,, . 

By church11aw and discipline. only the Polish church ha:s the 

power to remove the convent, which is u.nder its jurisdiction. The 

pope and the Vatican have _much influe~ce, but not the d_ecision· 

making power. and ther:e is a basic difference between power and · 

. ' ~ influence. , I • : 

Last week. Card~nal )an Willebrands, Vatican Jie~d ot 

Catholic·iewish relations, .. at a meeting with several .of :us, · . ' ; . . .. 

· confirmed th~t the P~lish Catholic church possesses decl$ive 
'l 

. . . . . . .i 
authority to move the Carmelite co~v.e.nf to .a new centei'.: . 

. but some Jews in. their naivete .. believe· that the pope is 
. ' . .. . 

in°faUible in everythiilg .in th~ ·Catholic's world. , . . . . .·. . . . . - . I. 

.. · . _A1i h~ __ ·has:: ~o _d~: iS·i~·a,·i>:"hiS"f~n;gers~.i~d ·!~:~_ :conveft ~~d :~\ 1 .. \ 
·· ~~e ·nu_.ns :would.,disapJ)ei.-.:"fr it lias: .. .Dot . .disappe~r~4_\,er. · ·'.. , · -

• .. " ~ .. , ,.., . . ·: '. , . . :· • ~ : I ·:. 

obviously the pope doe$ not ·want it,.to;· therefore, ~ . ott the · 
. · . . • . . . : _, -·.'.-r-··(··: . '..·~· -. · ··--···· ·- -......... . 
p~pe. · . · . • · . ( >.~ I~ 1 

wei1, th~ V~tl~an . a,lso knows_ ho~ · to pfa,' :·.t~~/ 'k~~tt g_!:~e._ ··~ 
My .i~tuitio~ te~Is. ~e_· .,. I don•t ·.:y~t have hard ~·- ·~{Jice. i·· o ·····. t_·, "' 

co~firm it ·-- cha~ when the varican and th~. ~f~ '.~.r~~a{i.on \ ., .. 
. . ' . . .,, .. ~ . . l ·\ \ . . . _,. 

League cancel;e.<f their scheduled me.~~i~'.~~'~a~1fa~~ ~h~ itst 

time -to 'my kd~wledg~ that ha~ .h~t>p~ned: __ ·;~r~h Ja !Je~h gro~p in 3o 
. . . •' . . . l \ . . . 

. years since v .adcan ·cotmcil· II •. the Vatican was ~ignaling that it 
' . • I • ~ • 
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does not like this boycott trifling with its Holy :Father. If it 

confin.ues; I'm. afraid there will be fun her rep·:riss.ls. 

Meanwhile, the issue -remains as it was at the beginning. The 
. . 

convent, which .distorts the meaning of-Auschwitz .to th~ Jewish 

S)eople, must be removed to a_n interim place until the new center 

and convent •• which the pope committed himself to .support.in 

Vienna jn June 1988 •• .are constructed . 
. ... 

That is the issue that must be negotiai'ed directly. wis¢iy 

and with calm effectiveness by world Jewry, the Polish Catholk 

author'ities and the Polish government. · 

Rabbi Marc· H. Tanenbaum is inter11a1ional cc~sultant for the 

. Americall Jewish Committee. 
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-~USCHWITZ, WHERE MILLIONS ·OF JEWS WERE MURDE~iED BY THE NAZIS, IS 
UNIQUELY SPECIAL TO THE JEWISH COMMpNITY; TO CALL IT EMOTIVE 
WO~D BE_ A ~RASS UNDERSTATEAMENT .Auschwitz both symbolizes and 
s~maar1zes the Holocaust for Jews. Establishment of jthe con
vent has aroused impassioned feelings among the Jewish communi-

·---_ . _ tie .s ___ o_f _E.ur_o pe. - .pa r_t.Lcu l.a r_ly_ .s.u.r.v..Lv.o.r.- g.r..o.u.p s -·- I-t-ha.s- t.ouched--- --
re l~ous, ~hnic and na!-.!_onal nerveendings. 

But POLISH CATHOLICS WERE MURERED TOO AND THE NUNS WISH TO PRAY 
FOR THEIR SOULS./BishopHenryk Muszynski of Wloclawek,chairman of· 
ltahe Polish Episcopaate's Commission fora Di/alogue wit~h Juda
i~m, w~t'e· ~HT on Februar~ 24,1989,~~ou have. writaten, "Ausch
w1 tz was builit by the Nazis for h e p$1.r1mar¥-Y pJ'urpose of 
ex+t'terminating im'Europlean Jews. "Now, it is j;job~iously tq\ue, 
but not ·from the very beginning .According to the EJl.".)"clgpp~ 
Judiaica, v 1 8, p871,~s murd~ of Jetij> began in~rch 19~-~ 
And · rs:it transp!ort of oles artlrai ved t~o Auschwi trz 
the 14 June 1940. rom this ~ime on , ~during~ nearly two years~, 

j1the usc w z cam was · · extermination campDE-
primarilyu for Poles.It is of course quit e poss1 e,a even 
verylikelythatthere weraea also some Jewsa among the pplrisoners 
defined as "I;oles"but they came to Asuchwitaz not as .Jews? but 
asPoles. The first rtranspJorts of Jews, defined as such, arxa
rived truly in March 1942 and the Jewish transport sent to 
Asuchwitz by RSHA araxrived the 12th Ma 1942. uch was xtahe real 
beginning of e sys em aic ex xermination of Jews deccred at 
tahe Wannsee1 condfereance, the 20th JANUARY L942'/Many thousands 
of fPLolish people we'il:e1 dying 1n~Auschwitz already since 
t3'6hd summer 1940, and~hatx is why a'mong others as I have many. 
times repea.t~ed, Al'suchwitz has becomes for ./tahe jPOL.ES, 
STILKLK DURING THE wf..R~, A HOL\(Y SYMBOL OF' LMARATYRDOM OF THE 
pOLI,llt~ NAITPON. jftftus UIDNERSTRANDAING /PLERSOANLLY VERY WELL 
THE FEEALINGS AND TAHE SWENSITIVIT.Y OF ~T;ffiE jEWS FOR LWHOM LTHE 
SAME •aWSUCHWITZ HAS BECOME THE SUYMBOL OFsHOAH, I am notx abale 
jto seea how to convince in a plausible way my compatriotsthat 
the Carmeli te convent should be moved at once to a not .l"yltet)l 
existing "interim center" DESPITE THEIR PIOUS INTENTIONS THEIR 
PRESENCE HAS GENERATED ENDLESS MISUNDERSTANDING WHICH IS NOW 

- TURNING TQ___ I LL WILi.:. Embeddeq. in this tangled web .are c.ompe!-.inga~d 
confl.icting self-perceptions of Jewsa,· Roman Ca'tholics, Poles and 

I • 

other national groups; vastly differ~nt under,tanding of history, 
still unreconciled views o~ how the victi~s of ~~zis~ ·shotild be 

~ memorialized. Jewish communities of Belgium, France and Italy 
have led the fight against the convent (Jews of estearna Europle 
a third center of Jewish life, alorig with . Is~ael and the v.s.) 

WJC AAEtCENT
1

LY COSIDE.fiRAED .. A WORLD ~JEWISH BOYCO~ OF PJP II 
WHERAtV~AR HE WENT ANb TAHE WITHDRAWAL OF JEWISH PARTICIPATIOIN 
IN JOJINT FAITH ENTERPLRISES ALL OVER THE WORLD. MORE MODEARATltAE 
COUNSELS PREVAILED. 

BUT THERE WAS A STRONG SENSE OF CRI$IS MERELY POSTPONED FATHER 
THAN AVOIDED. ALTERNATIVE TACTIC TO APPLY AS MUCH PRES URE AS 
POSSlYLE BEFORE NEW JULY DEADLINE EXPIRES. THIS HAS MADE IT MOREA 

2 
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A GLOBAL ISSUE, A ~E- OR- BREAK TEST FOR CHRISTIAN-JEWISH RELA
TIONS FOR IT;CHALLENGES THE SINCERITY OF A FAR WIDER GFROUP THAN 
THOSE DIRECTLY CONCERNED WITH THE AUSCHWITZ CARMELITES. 

( 

FR-OM THE JEWISH POINT OF VIEW CHRISTIAN. JEWISH RELATIONS ARE ONLY 
WORTH FOSTERING IF OVER A CRITICQL ISSUE LIKE THIS THEY CAN 
.DELIVER ·SATISFACTIION. ·- .. - - - - . - -- _ . -

. I 

DISTINCTIONS BeT WEEN CAT~OLICS, ANGLICANMS AND PROTESTANTS ARE 
LOST, ON MANY~ ORDINA1R~Y JEWS. THEY SEEM TftO SSEE THE AUSCHQIT~ 
CONVENT AS A ~ATANT PIECE OF AG.fhRE¢ssION WHICH DEDMONSTRATAES 
THE TRUTH OF T,HE OLD SUSP/ICION~HAT NO CHRISTIANS EXZPRESSION 
OF GOODWILL T WARDS JEWS, W~ATAEVCER DENOMIANTION IT COMES LFROM 
CAN EVER BE REALLY TRJISTEp, 
~ ; 

TAHERE IS NO EVICDENCE HOWEVCER THAT4 TihE NUNS MO~IVES A~E 
CONSCIR_YSLY ANTISEMITIC; THEYHAVE OFFERED TO PRJtY FOR THE JEWISH 
V.ICTIMS OF' AtfS61IWITZ AS WELL .. THAT IN ITSELF IS A PERFECT EXAM
PLE OF THE FUNDA SUNDERS HE ROOT OF THIS 
CRT~, FOR MANYJk( }tJEWS G EETED THE OFFER AS COMPOUNDING HE 
OFFENSE. 

~ 
IT SEMS TO BE TqHE CASE THAT EVEtN TAHOSE IN THE CHUR;CH WHO HAVE 
BEE~N .MOST_SYMNPAT~HA~TIC TIO THE ' JEWISH GRIEVANCE HAVE SCARCELY! 
GRASPED _ EXA4TLYJ' WHY- 'I'JBE· 1ssuE- Ts- 'To·-· THE JEWS-SOI-MPORTANT. 
CARDINAL JOHN 0' CONNOR T"s REFERENCE TO THE HOLOCAUST AS JUIDQA
SISM 'S 'GIFT TO THE WORLD WAS NOT MALI.CIIOUSLY INTENDED BUT IT 
WAS PAINFUL NONTTHELESS . QATHE NUNS PROBABLY DO NOT BEGIN TO 

-UNDERSTAND; NO DOUBT THAT IS WHY A MOVE THIS JULY SEEMED A FAIR 
SUBSTITUTE FOR A MOVE IN FEBRUARY . 

AUSCHWITZ . STA_\'WS FOR THE UNQIUENE,SS -OF THE HOLOCAUST. TO REGARD 
IT AS THE sc:Eft~F ONE MORE DREADFUL MASSACRE, ONLY IN DEGREE WORSE 
TRHAN COUNTLESS OTHER HWJIMMII'i'IES OF MANTO MAN. IS TO IGNORE 
THAT IT WAS THE FOCUS OF AN ATTEMPT TO WIPE OUTA THE WHOLE JEWISM-
RACE. - , 

EVEN TO MENTION THAT HUNDREDS OF THOYSANDS OF A'.jCHRISRTIANS WERE 
NAZIS THERE COUPLING JEWISHN AND NON-JEw!SH 

~~~~~~~~-:P.-.~~~~::-:-:~;:;.;,;.!!!;~~~~~~~~~~~~JEWS 
~~~~.u;i..c-...,~1.1.L&..U...--4~~~~!:......1'.J.L~Q..a........, __ ~~--=~.lJ.&j~OF 

BUT ANGER SEEMS TO GO DEEPER EVEN THAN THAT •. EUROPEAN JEWRY HAS 
ENT ITS WHOLE EXISTENCE IN THE SHADOW OF CHRISTIANITY UNDDERA 

P ERAPETAUAL IPLREssuRE T~ DISAPPEAR, Tio coNVEfRT, TO GIVE UP. 
WS BECAME AWAARE OF EV EERY CHURACH, CHAPEL, CONVENT OR CROSS 

AS AB OMINOUS SYMBOLIC R PROACH TO THEM FOR REA)..INGIN AS T}JIEY 
WERE. I . ·e,: 

TO THE JEWS OF ERUOPE CHRISTIANITY WAS NOT A RELIGION OF THE LOVE 
O,tF GOD BUT A RELIGION OF HOSTILITy~OWARDS JEWS . . · A CHRISTIAN 
CHAPEL IN AUSCHWITZ, NOW TOPPED BY A CROSS, FEELS TO THEM LIKE AN 
ATTEMPT TO HOUND THE DEAD EVEN BEYOND THE GRAYE - OR EVEN TO 
CELEBRATE JEWISH EXTERMANATION AS A KIND OF CHRISTIAN TRIUMPH. 

3 



- 6TIH·sttans; f..dSi§trates --··both the depth and the .. v-~fi[fffl§ .@ · --··- -
~ certain critical issues between the RCC amd the Jewish commun1t) 

~~iht~·e~~iii%t~~lltlrf /QWf .~siho~JB~Y.~· ~'=n&":~~~~~~~ 
In 1984 carme'rrc:s ofCracow were given ' permission 

.1 

-<: 

· Govt-:--tc> occupy a building on the outer edge of the camp.Origi
nallyintended as a theater, the building was used by the Nazis to 
store supplies, particularly the ~yklon-B gas used in the gas 
ahamhers. /.Tews w.ere. never consulted nor 1.n forAmed a ·bout this 
u~cis1on, Ana on.iy iel!aI lied auoac Ute convent: th€ following year 

t~r'b'WAn!2it~f6Ru!~i'i~3 ~£iNet8irW~ odhuarc1ti~aisin broc~ure by 

<tll\we·~~<\.tW cfJ>r>.pHR~n~ olics gift to t
1 

to the "victorious power o ross of Jesus, 
f e convent wou e 

. . come as r ua · fortress, of the 
_ conversion of . brothers from ~s countries wtfo went 'il"S4J¥a:i. "_ ,_ . ~ 1 b"l 

5~~ ~< _(}.A Y"'VV\_ 

These t.riumph~li~t " formulationshrew objections from Xans aznd 
Je~s ali~e{Christ1an members Amit/ie Judeo-Chrfetienne(JXC Friend
ship J~c~~·y of France c riticized fundraising pamphlet.) 
D~h el ian protests 
Car inal Decourtray of Lyons,France, delared: "It is tftie ..dat~mpt 
to ~#otally ~xterminate the Jews that we cfall th~ Shoah, of 
_wfhich Au~ch~1tz is l'tthe s y mbo};..:;> 
fSUch aff l1ct1?n and sulf f er1ng has conferred on the Jewish peop
ple through it s marty rs a pi!rf~ i cular dignity that is quite 
/properly its own . I And to construct a convent at Auschwi t .z 

. would, for me,imping e upon that dignity." 

Cait,dinalk .Macharsky- who visited and was profoundlymoved by Yad 
-Va emn,v/1ewed txhe con v ent a s an act ofl reconciliation;to1 

Jews it was an act ·of appropriation . 6.' 
Ensuing controversy focused attention on the meaning of ~uschwit;-\ 

· (!or POiev a .s well as for Jews . In article in Polish atholi~ J 
wee-k:ry-;fYGODNIK POWSZECHNY, emphasized that Auschwitz is also a 

1 symbol of the martyrdom o'f- the Polish people during the Nazi '\ ----:----.;.,~------~....-~~--:~~=---;:---:;--~~---:;-:;---,-
r"4,.i,~ occupation," and askedl 11 Do these two symbols really have to 

divide our two nations?f.efying church authorities toclose their 
convent and move out, they have signalled their defiance by 
erecting a prominent cross above the old theater building they 

: -are occupying in the concentrtion camp compound. 
They were supposed to be gone by Feb./ 23, a date aGreed after 
top-level negotiations between JEWS ANDCHRISTIANS. 

· ··· cHURCH HAS NOW PROMISED THEY WILL LEAVE IN jULY but there are not 
many Jews who believe it. 

1 J 



CHURCH OF COURSE WOULD BE QUITE PROPERLY OUTRAGED BY THE VERY 
SUGGESTION,. BUT VERY FEW JEWS WILL HAVE EVEM AN INKLING OF THE 
REASON WHY PRECENSE OF A COMMUNITY OF NUNS IN AUSCHWITAZ PRAYING 

(

FORPEACE AND FOB THEDEAp MAKES PERFECT CHRISTIAN SENSE. THE 
JEWISH INSTAINCT IN A JPLACE LIKE THAT IS JTO LEAVE IT AS DE°BO
LATE AS POSSIBLE, PHYSCIALLY MORALLY AND PHILOSOPHICALLY . . 

-· I' . .. . . -·- - . - - . .. . . . .. - ___ .. _ . -·-- .. .. . ... . .. .... ·- .... 

AUSCHWITZ JS NOT SACRED TO JEWS,; /T IS THE VERY OPPOSITE Of' 
SACRED. TO EXTRACT SOLACE OR MEANING FROM SUCH THINGS LET ALONE 
FIND HOLINESS THERE IS TO TBY TO MITiGATE THE EVIL, TO PRETEND IT 
WAS SOMEHJOW NOT AS BAD S IT REALLY WAS AND TO BEtITTLE 

,.,- I MIL!J.ONS WHO DIED THERE./~T AUSCHWITZ THERE WAs a CHAPEL FOR TAHE 
'CONVENIENCE' OF MEM ARS OF THE SS.THAT IS '.f.O SAY WHEN THE 
DEVIL APPEARS HE CHARACATACXERISTICALLKY COMES IN THE GAUISE OF 
GOD AS WELL AS OF HUMAN BEINGS . /Elie Wiesel ata one time compa
reJ!i the" EVENT" (the HoloxcaUSAT)tof the rev1_elaf}ion ata Sinai. 
Auschwitz saeemeed to me an anti-Sinai. Something essential was 
revclealed there and it will take us centurioes tro uinravel its 

. mysterious message/Justr as we cannot comprehensd Auschwitz with 
- God, we cannot understand it without God. 

[

BUT THE CHRISTIAN INSTINCT IS THE EXACT REVERSE; IT IS TO SANCI._l-· 
FY SUCH A PLACE. CHRISTIANS CONSECRATE THEIR CEMETERIES, BUILD 
SHRif'is WHERE ACCIDENTS op EXECUTIONS HAPLPENB, CELE:l3CRA'i'E 'I':KHEIR 
MARATYRS AND CALL THE JPLA.QE OF LMARTYDOM HOLY. THERE IS ALSO A 
COVNET OF NUNBVS ON TAHES SITE OFL THE GALLOWS ATA TYBURN 
PLJRAYING FOR JPEACE AND JFOR LTHE DEAD./ 

THE TOTAL LCONTRDITCTION BETWEEN THESE TWO AP~JROACHES TO AUSCH
WITZ HAS HIDDEN T,(HE FACTA EACH SIDE IN' ITS M WAY IS TRYING TO 
EXPRESS ITS UTMOST SORROW AND GRIEF, BUT AUSCHWITZ IS TH.£ LAST 
PLACE ON EARTH ATA WHICH JEWS CAN BE EXP~ECTAED TO LOOK ON CHRIS
T N . IS T E CHRIST 0 
MUS GIVE AY-FOR THEY· WERE NOT ONLYf AMONG j;'THE VICTIMS; THEY 
WERE AMONG THE MURDERERS. 



OP-ED' 
NEW YORK TlMES: 

POLES AND JEWS: NEED. DE-MONSIPRIZING 

. by Marc H•· Tanenbaum 

It was the firs~dialogue" between Polish Catholics and Jews in the United 

States. It took place about seven years. ago in a slllllinary in Oak Park, Michigan, 
8 . 

which speoialbeJl' in training Catholic priestv or Polish origins. 

i~A" . 
As the Polish and Jewffe/"delegations" began their coversations, the first 

exchanges quietly beca~e intense, heated, and finally revealing. 'lbe Jews -

partioulBrly those born and ratied in Poland before and during &:>rld War II -

&anted only to talk about the vicious anti-Semitism that assaulted them and. 

devtroyed most of their families. 

1be Polish C~tholics - including those born in the Uni•ed States: - focused 
. VI 

·almost entirely on how Polish Christians aad . saved Jews from the Nazi_s. 'Pl}y There are 
_m~ 
Ttrees planted in the 'Path or the 1!{ighteous' in Jerusalem's Yad Vashem memorial 

JinrJOCmlll!'llXBKJfX~ honoring •the ~hteoua Gentiles' of Poland than from any other 

country in Europe," several of them kept repeat6ng. 

It took three days of exhausting, often excruciating talk before the Java 

end Poles~;were able to acknowledge the abyss in their differing perceptions of the 

same period of history that their peoples had experienced in "the ol~ country." 

Jews -today are re-experiencing· that abyss asf. they read the callous and 

shocking words of the present Primate of Poland, Cardinal Josef3k Glemp of Warsaw. 

The cardinal, son of a Polish muzhik, inhabits a world in which th9 pride of the 

Polisih C!lthol'ic church. fused vi th the mystical nationalism of that battered country 

is so defensive and paranoid that he has space ·ror Jews only as outsiders and enemies. 



2 -

That is hardly a new vision in Poland's history and culture. Poland adr has been 

probably one or the most battered countriies in Europe over centuries. Partitioned and 

enslaved at least four times since the 17th century, wiped out repeatedly as a nation 

by foreign invaders, dismembered J the Nazis and the Soviet Union during World War II, 

Poles experience their identity overwhelmingly as victims of outside forces. 

And through much of that threatened history, the Catholic Church bas been the 
~- . nationalism, 

mainstay defetler of Polish unity,/language and culture. 

While . .rews, particularly escaping German Jews of the thirteenth century, st first 

encountered Poland as a country of refuge, the relatively large size of Polish Jewry, 

their emergence as the backbone of the urban mindle class lodged between the nobles and 

the serfs, resulted in bitter competition, envy, and finally vicious hatred. 

Jews - who constituted by 1765 some ten percent of the Polish population in 'Warsaw 

and in other major cities - constructed their society as the chief world center of Judaism, 

with a magnificently rich religious, educational, and social life. Much of that culture 

was Yiddish-speaking (derived from their German origins) and led frequently to the ch8rge 

thQt they were not authentic Poles, but a separate nation within tbe Polish nation. 

1bus, Poles and ~evs became isolated from one another • When Poles suffered from 

ext.ernal invasions fr·om the Mongols (13th century) and the Turks (15th century),· and later 

from the Swe·fos, Aust.rians,m Prussians, and Russians (1772-1Sl5) who dismembered Poland, 

the Je..,s ~ . . ~~' ofl}imes were made the scapegoats for their fright~ suffering. 

The "success" of the Jews in va·atly enriching Polish business, professional, and 

cultural life - and even sharing in the military defense of the nation against its endless 

inv.ders - was perceived irrationally a~d exploited purposefully by political parties 

such as t_he Ngtional Democratic Party and even more react1ona1ry and fascist groups (such 

as NARA), all tt in intimate alliance with the Catholic Church, as a threat r~the~ than 

as a source of support and enrichment. 

The incessant vulnerability of the Polish nation, the ancient Christian demonology 

of Jews as "Christ-killers" and the "anti-Christ," resulted in the most visious riots, 

pogroms, blood bibels and vio~ent persecutions that Jews · experienced more intensely in 
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Poland than almost anywhere else in Europe. During the Nazi holocaust Jews were indeed 

saved by some dedent Polish ~atholics, but many were handed over to the Nazi~ or brutally 

killed by Polish peasants and others. 

When Cardinal Glemp orates about alleged "Jewish superiority," 11Jewish control over 

the world's mass media," and "Jewish campaigns of anti-Polish propaganda," he discloses 

how d3eply his spirit is mired in that ancient Polish History 0f defensiveness and paranoia. 

Jews are still the outsiders and pariahs to sacred Polish natibnhood. 

How dare they lay claim to Auschwitz as their Armageddon? 

1'he Carmelita · nuns, int conformity with the traditions of the mediegal ohuroh, are 

defending both the dignity of the Church Militant and the honor or Polish nationhood. '!'bat 

is the sum total of the present reading of Polish history from ~ich a millenium of Jews 

~nd Judaism are exclufed. 

When Jews hear :Ska Cardinal Glemp's provocative speeches, they reenact the 

horrendous experience of Jewish victimi~ation for centuries in Poland, in which the Catholic 

Church -was a primary fouDt:of .anti-Jewish demonology. 
t~~ . 

Should t~neshomon readings of Polish histor1 an:i culture continue in this 

"cycle of .re9iprocal hostility, 11 there is small hope of any Polish-J~wish und9rstanding, not 

to speak of reconciliation. 

Somehow, some way, wiier, rational minds and spirits in the Polish and Je\11.sh 

communities must find a way out of this deadlock of history. 1bese palimpsests of radically 

contrary readings of th,"'! historical record in Poland. need to become unpacked and share:d 

with both Poles And Jews in a SJirit 4f mutual knowledge, and finally, in mutual empathy. 

It is probably asking tor too much, but it would be a providential act if 

Cardinal Glemp in his forthcoming ~isit to the United States (beginning on September 17th) 

could see the challenge of "de-monstorizing" Polish-Jewish relations aa bis central mission. 

--Rabbi Tanenbaum, international relations counselor to the .Ameridan Jewish Committee, 

is immediate past president of the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious 

Consul tat ion. 
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SHOULD 1-K)RLD ,JE\.f:rr BOYCOTT THE POIIB? 

; '! 
; I by Ra.bbl Marc H. Tanenbaum 

: l Should Jewish co~munities around the YOrld boycott meetings with 

'. :~ope John ?aul II when he visits their countries? 
I ' 
' . 
; •. 'lb~ Amemca~ section of the World Jewish Congress on March 15th 

; ; proposed ~hat the WJC Executive at its 11.ay 7th meeting in Montreal ·"call 
I 

;) upon its member communities in 70 cau~tries to . refrain from meeting vith the 

'. 
: '. current Pope during his future visits abroad.~ 
!• 

'!be reason given bv the WJC for this proposed "boycott" Cas ne\fspaper. 
It• 

: : heedltnes called it} was due to the "failure by Catholic Church authorit!!es" 
1 ~ 
; ~to close dovn the Carmelita convent on ~uschwitz grounds by the February 
' . 
I . i: 22, 1989, agreed-upon deadline. 
J ' I ; 

~ ... J f" _ At t~e March 23 meeting of the Inter .natioaal Jewish Committee for 
.·, ... . . . 
: l Interrel.igious Consultations (IJCIC) held_ in New Y,..rk, I went on recsrd as 

n--dis~ssociating myself from tmtt both the "concept and the rhetoric of that 

'

1· .1 f 11 11boycott" idea. My reasons were as o ovs~ 
! ' 

. ~ 1 
1) During l9BS,\ while I served a s 

\ . 
IJCIC chairman; I helped .European 

I! 
I : Jewish leaders 
I f 

' .... \ 
negotiate ~ agreement with Polish and West Euro~ean Catholic 

I ' 
'.! cardinals for (a) closing down the convent; (b) moving it to another center 

i j that is to be built off t~e grounds of Auscldritai and (c) after much xsix 
' 

j / resistance, persuadfng the: Carmelita sisters to agree to move to the new 

! l ' 

.

·,·.· j' center. witi1dtxisqdxnx~ -
·- . ~ -including the Pope and the Vatican 

, j • · 2) The fact is th~t European Catholic leaders.have agreed to . the 
•l crudely, 
; i Jevish terms. This . to put it mdly. bas been a Jewish "victory" in te rms 

of preserving Auschwitz as a sacred memorjAl' ~ ~h ~ 
of principle and p~licy •. What re!!la1ns outs ~!ffid·18g uetfi'e'-ittell?8d Jeir.rSiu~~ngttMs 

nuna · to ·an interim convent untii the new· center of -mediation is built away 

Polish Catholic authorities ass~re me they are vorlci·ng at· ' .th t 
from Auschwitz• holy soil. · .a task now. 

In· that ·perspective, does · it make BJ!Y.· Sense to proclaim a J~wish 

11holy ·var11 against the Pope, to excommunicate him around the. world'l '!bat is 
responding 

boY manv Catholic friends are ~fUl!iX:Rx to.this proposed WJC boycott • . 

~ l 
I 

! . \ 
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