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THE JEWISH THEOL..OGICAL.. SEMINARY OF AMERICA 

NORTHEAST C:OANER BROAOWAV ANO t22ND STREET 

Seine :Eminenz 
Augustinus Cardinal Bea 
R o m a, Italy 
Via Aurelia 527 

Ihre :&ninenz, 

NEW VOAK 2'7' N Y 

Den 22ten Mai, 1962 

Ich stehe noch immer unter dem Eindruck unserer Aussprache 
im November Seit Jener Stunde lebe ich 1m Gefuehl der ueber-
wael tigender Wichtigkeit des Tnemas, das wir beruenrt haben und des 
heiligen Ernsts unseres Unternehmens Tief 1st meine Dankbarkeit 
dafue~ dass die Vorsehung es mir gestattet hat, im Dienste dieser 
hohen Aufgabe zu stehen, und inbruenstig flehe ich Gott an, dass Er 
in Seiner Gnade es Ihnen moeglich machen moege,diese maechtige Auf
gabe, die Hoffnung vieler Jahrhunderte, im Sinne der prophetischen 
Voraussage zu erfuellen 

Im Geiste W1serer Aussprache und mit Ihrer Erlaubnis, habe ich 
die Ehre, Ihnen das beiliegende Memorandum zu uebersenden 

Die Idee dieses Memorandum abzufassen,verdanke ich der 
Inspiration, die Ihre guetigen und verstaendnisreichen Worte und die 
Tiefe Froemmigke,it und Weisheit Ihrer Persoenlichkeit mir zuteil 
werden 11essen 

Das Memorandum ist von der Leitung des American Jewish Committee 
stud1ert worden, die direct an Sie schreiben wird, um ihre Identi-
fication mit dem Memorandum zu bestaetigen ' 

Die bruederlichen Erklaerungen ueber die Wichtigkeit der Ver
besserung der Beziehungen zwischen Katholiken und Juden, die Papst 
Johannes XXIII und Ihre :&ninenz abgegeben haben, haben das juedische 
Volk auf der ganzen Welt rnit Hoffnung und Erwartung auf grosszuegige 
Taten seitens des bevorstehenden Vatican Council erfuellt 

Iarf ich dieses Schreiben mit tiefempfundenen guten Wuenschen 
.fUer Ihr persoenliches Wohlergehen schliessen 

Et sit splendor Domini Dei nostri super nos, 
et opera rnanuum nostrarum dirige super nos 
et opus manuum nostrarum dirige 

Mit vorzueglicher Hochachtung, 

Ihr sehr ergebener '• ,.!) 
Q £w •''" Q. 'Iii! J OS I, I( Q er; €.,a[. w.k 

Abraham Joshua Heschel 
1 



I 

ON I!~OVING CATHOLIC-JE'IJISH RELATIONS 

A Memorandum to 

His Em.1necce Agostino Cardinal Boa 

President 

THh S~CRE'?ARIAT FOR CHRISTIAN UN.ITY 

Submitted by 

Abra.ham Joshua Heschel 

New York 



\ 

INTRODUCfI ON 

irTith hurr...ility and in the spirit of commitment to the living 

mosse.ge or the prophets o:f Israel, let us consider the grave 

proble!!lS that coIU'ront us all as the chilaren o~ Goao 

Both Judaism and Christianity share the prophets' belie!" 

the. t God chooses age?'ts tibrough '"'hom His wi 11 is mi;;de known and 

His work done throuzhout historyo Both Judaism and Cor1st1an1ty 

live in the certainty thet mankird is in need of ultimate re

demption~ that God is involved io hu.o.an history, that in relations 

between man e.nd ru:m C--od is at ste.ke; that the humiliatioo of 2ilaD. 

is a disgrace of God; that the i~frur>y of a vicked act is 1nf'in1tely 

greater than we ere aole to i~acine. 

He who oppresses e. poor ri..an insult.,. 11is Maker i> 

He who is kind to tihe neeoy honors E.un. 

Proverbs J.4.31; see 17:5 

The universe is done9 l1be ereater oasterp1ece e~ill undone. 

still in the process of being created$ ia historyo For accomplish

iog His erand design, God needs the help of maoo Man is and has 

the instrument of God which ha may or ms:/! not use in consooance 

with the grand designo Life is clay .. and ri£bteousness the 

mould l.O which God wants history to ce sne.ped.. .E.ut huma.o beings.11 

instead o~ fashiooing the clay, deform the shapao 

Goa calls for mercy and righteo~sness; this demand of His 

can.rot be satistiea only in the temples, in spaoe, but in h1s~ory; 

in time. lt is within the realm of histo17 that -man has to carry 

out God's missiono 
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i 1e e.na tne prophets employ aifferent standards. To us the 

moral state of society for all its stains and spo~s. seems fair 

and trim,, tlh1 le to the prophets 1 t is dread.f'ulo So many deeds 

of charity are done. so much decency e-.anates day and nicht~ to 

the propaet satiety or tbs conscienoe is callousness and flight 

from reeponsibilityo Our standards e.re modest, our sense of 

injustice tolerable. timid, our moral indignation 1mpermanent6 

yet human violence is interminable, unbearable, permanento 

To us lite 1s o~ten s~ro~c, :n the prophet's eye the ~orld reels 

in confuaiono The prophet makes no concession to man's frailtyo 

Exhibiting little understanding for human weakness, he seems 

unable to extenuate the culpability of man. We and the prophets 

do not have th~ sa~e quality of sensibil~ty in common. 

Who could bear living in a state or disgust day and night? 

Tb.e conscience builds its confines# it is also subject to £atigue, 

longing for some comforto Yet those who are hurti.11 end Be Who 

inhabits eternity, neither slumber nor sleepe 

The propbet is sleepless and gre.ve. The .frankincense ot 

some deeds of charity !ails to :fum.1.gate the cruelt1eso Perhaps 

the prophet knew more about the secret obscenity of aneer unf'airness, 

about the unnoticed ma.l~gnancy 0£ established patterns of in

difference. than most of us care to know, a knowledge which he 

does not ascribe to his own intelligence or power ot observation. 



The prophet's ear is directed to Cod, his soul 1s over

whelmed by His ~ord. Yet the prophet's eye is directed to the 

human scene~ society at:d its cond~ot are the main theme of his 

speeohes. He is "an assayer and testern of the people's ways 

(Jeremiah 6 27)o This is the outstanding characteristic of 

the prophets ooenness to the historic situation, to the divine 

cail ard its de~ands. In their eyes the human situation ~ay be 

a divine emergencyo 

TH.ri; SI.1.1' ULNJ:SS OF F.r 'I?SD 

It is such s. si tuatic.n taa t we !ace today t.~hen the survival 

of Mankind, includ~ng its sacred legacy, is in balance. One wave 

ot 1-iatred, preJudice or conten1pt 1aay oeg.in in its 'IAake "&he de

structior of all ~nkind. It is therefore of extreme importance 

that tae sin.t'ulness of thoughts o~ suspicion and hatred and ptw

tieularly the sirfulness ot any con temptuou.s utlierance, however 

flippantly it is rooant, be r.mae clear to all mankind. This 

applies in p&.rtic~le.r to such tho~fhts and utterances about in

dividuals or groups of other religioos, races and nations. Speech 

has power a.rd few men realize that wo~ds do not fade. What starts 

out as a sourd ends 1n a deed. 

PROPOS~LS Foq !i-''IPROVIKC C~IROLIC-JElil~H RELA1IONS 

rhe following propose.ls are oftered in the sincere hope of 

improving ~utuallv rruitful relations between the Rolll:in Catholic 

Cuurca and the Jewish co"!lraunity. They are also motivated by the 
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equally sincere conviction that the Churcn 1 s vigorous repudietion 

of anti-Semitism - forthrightly expressed in various Papal state

ments and other Catholic writings - must be accompo.nied by an 

authoritative clarifica~ion or religious teachings which lend 

themselves to anti-Jewish interpretations and whl.ch have been 

frequently abused to support anti-~amitic ideology and activ1tYo 

Anti-~e.m1 tism is an ancient aI"d co;nplex evil, •Jhich cannot 

be ascribea to a single cause. ~or c&n responsibility ror its 

perpetuation be invested ir one particular institution. Yet# 

in response to the prophetic call for justice, and out or re

spect for the six million innocent martyred~ we must ask that 

.!!.!. institutions - polit ical, civic,. end religious - examine~ 

and uproot possible sources or anti-Se~itiam in themselves, 

and \Je must confront; each of the sources. including invidious 

rel1e1ous teachiogso Foremost El.!llODf: theJe is the slanderous 

claim that ttthe Jews" are oollectively responsible for the 

CrucU'iYion of Jesus. that because of this t'le Jews are accursed 

and condemned to su!.t'er a1spers1on and deprivation throughout the 

ageso 'Ihis charge hes been used by e.nt1-Semites tor ee,nturies, 

to justify the most cr~&l and inhumen treatment of Jews, it has 

even been aQvanced to Justif1 the rate ot six million Jews 

during the Nazi holocausto 

Because we recognize th.at the Po"l!an Catholic Churc~ re

prasents a rock ot sol1darity6 belief, end morality in the world 

where so many values in the moral, ethical, and religious spheres 



h.a.ve foundered# we ae~ the Church's assistaPce in putting an 

end to such slanderous religiou~ teachines, and in thus assuring 

that an~i-Semites can claim no sanction in Catholic religious 

teachingso 

v•e are conscious tmt -chc forrnularies t..sed in the subaequent 

propose.ls ~by need further a~olificatioo and developrr~nt as re

gards the detailed execution of ttb.::i. tover is decide a uponJI and we 

will be hapoy to continue our d1sc~ssion tor the purpose of 

greater clarification. 

FIRS1' PPOPOSP.L 

There has never been an age uhicb. has witnessed so much guilt 

and distress, agony and terror. At ~o time has the earth been 

so soaked with blood; at oo time has man been less sensitive to 

God. 

Ao age 01. supreme anguish and extreme horror calls. for woras 

of supreme spiritual grandeur, for aot1ons the moral rorce of 

which will purify the lives of many generations to come. 

The forthcoming Ecumenical Council, ~hich has already evoked 

the eympathetio in~eres~ of the entire world cor;munity, provides 

a.n exceptional opportunity for tb.a Church to exert its moral 

ini'luence by reaffirming its oppos~tion to persecution and bigotry. 

and i~s condemnation of the sin of anti-Semitism. Ue wo~ld hope 

that the Ec'Wflenical Council will issu~ a strong declaration 

stresa~ng the grave nat~re or the s1n of anti-Se~!tism as in

corepatiblo ~ith Catholicism and, l.ll general$ with all morality0 
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Ue recognize" however., that a. condemnation of violent bigotry 

will not deal wi m one o.r the most profound e.nd pervas1 ve roots 

of the problC.!:1~ that the urgent duty or righting against the 

hatred tn&t hss oroucat Upon the Jewish people unparalleled 

horror torougho~t the eges roquires a rejection of false religious 

teachings if. 

Therefore; we consider it a. matter of supreme urgency tor 

the EcW!lenioal Council to reJect aPa to condemn those ~ho assert 

that t!:lc Jews as a people are resporsible for the Crucifixion 

of Cbrist, t~at because of this. the Je~s are accursea ana con

demned to suf£er aispcrsion ana deprivation throughout the ages; 

ana to declare that cal.lillg ~ Jew Christ-killer is a grave sine 

This conuemnat!on shoula be disseminatea 'Widely under the 

highest autr_o..t'ity o~ tbe l'(oman Catholic Church to all who are 

charged \·Li.th the preacn.i.D£ and teaching mission of the Church 

and to all uh.o a.re responsiole for the sp1r2t11al guidance of 

the :fc.1thfulo 

Sue~ a request soems to us consonant with Catholic doctrine 

as i1e u.oa.ers'Cand 1t • I. t is our uno.erstand1ng that the Church 

holds the sins of all mankind respo~sible for the death of Jesus~ 

ar.d teaches that he foreordained his own death in keeping with 

the Church's a.octrine o! God's redemptive plan.o 

~11th gracious encouraeement of Vatioan authorities, the A.'Tlerican 
J a 1i.s 11 C o-n.'"'"i t tac au::mi tt ed two tt.E. r c: cr::i a, 11 Ihe ..1.rta,:~ of tha J ei.i 
in Cetnolic ~eaching" (June 221 1961), and "Anti-Jewish Elements 
in Catholic Li turgy11 (Nove"!!oer 171 1961) o ln these aoc..i.rna.a.ts; 
at~ention was drawn to sources cf nisunaerstanding and hostility 
in Catholic t ·extbooks and liturgy and it was requesteo. that the 
Church seek appropriate measures to eliminate these possible 
baBes of rGligio~s prejudiceo 

- - - - -. 
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SECOND PROPOSAL 

As $t. Thomas said over 600 yem-e ago» no u~n or group of 

zten can be hindered in "Worslu.pping God in the way in \'h1Ch they 

co~sc1ously, freely, srd in virtue cf the lieht of tt~ir con-

science choose to "1ors"lip rlb1, provided tr..at it is obvJ.ous 

this "lcthoa of worship?ins God is not anti.-t ... t..rl~n o:r anti-socis.lo 

While ·ue would not inpint:e t.pon the rights of any religioua 

group to seek adherents throug~ persuasion. we cannot but reel 

distressed that in the eyes of the Chu:r-ch the holiness of the 

existence of tb-e Jews as Jevs, in th:;ir loyalty to the Torah, 
1 • / .......... 

is not ncknowleagedo /Ttlr'obg~cut tbc centu:r~es O\ll' people bave 

paid such a hieh price 1n sul'f£ring and ~~tyrdom tor preserving 

the Covenant aDQ the lesacy oi holiness in ~aita ana aevotion. 

To this day our people labor devotedly ana with coiilI!litment to 

educate their ohilcren in the Jays of the Toraho--........_~~nuine love 

implies that Jews oe acc~pted as Jewa. 

Tuus, it is our sicoe~e ~ope that tbe Ecumenical Council 

would ac~no~ledge tne 1ntegr1tJ £nd permanent preoio~sness or 
Jews and Judaism. 



T3IRD PROPOSP.L 

The Biblical i~perative includes ~ore than the exercise 

or justice. ~ore tha.~ doing, it asks for love, deeper than 

justice, it refers to £Cod and ev1lo ttseek good ar.o ro,; evil ••• 

H~te evil ana love good ana e~tablis~ justice in t~e gate" 

(~mos 5 14aol5a)o 

"It has oeen told you, 0 m.1ll:r whn.t i::i good, and wria.t does 

tne Lord reou1~e of you but to d~ ~~~tice, and to ~ove kironess 

(aesed) 1 and to walk hu.irbl7 with vo,U" Cod" (~cah. 6 8) - <lotn,e 

Justice as well as loving kind~ess. Tho prophets tried to erc1te 

i'ervor, to .nake hesed o.n object of love. 

1'111at tho Lord rcaul.re s of rr~ :i. !3 nore tlis.n doing one's task, 

f'uli'ill1ng orie 's duty. To love L-nPlies o.o i".l.svi:;ia.ble th:i.rs"t, 

a passionate craving. To love ::ieans to t~arsfe~ the center of 

one's inner lire from the ego to ~~e ocject of one's love. 

However, we do not love him w:i.o is ..... n.l.cnoHn. '(no1 lec.[a and 

charity are i~terrelated. 

Icnorance breods suspicion, Just as false knoule~e £encrates 

d!stortion. In o..ir ere, few Catnolic or1ects and lay'1len pos3ess 

adequ& te information about Jeia sh life and tl'ie .spir i t'.J.al and 

moral di.:iension ot Jewish exisi.,ence in ths last t~~o thouse.nd 

years. I"C o~ld be i~porta~t to assert 1~ a conciliar state~ent 

tne net'd on the pa.rt of Catholics -co seek "'llU'Cual underz'CandiI'g 

c~ Je~s and t~eir trndition. This would i~ply a pro0 rE..:ll that 

t1ould seek to eli'lll.r.ete abusive anc derogatory stereotypes about 

------ - ---- -
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Jews and Judaie~P e.g. the supposed cont~ast in the field of law 

between the harsh Je~1::h enforc~meot of the lex talionis and 

the God of T Jra th of the He brow bi.olc ~d God or Love of t ee Gospels~ 

It would help to cou~~eract t.:'.lD ~isconc9ption of ~he period 

betueen tho ro turn f'ro-ra. the .bo.b"jloniari oxile anc th.e bcg:i.n."1ings 

or C\..irict1a."'l.ty a s one. or oo'lt:!. .,.,<.lou.s decl-'1.e ,, to cull attenti on 

to t oo freat S?1rit~al 1 ~or~l, ~d -nto llectual vi~dl~ty Of the 

J~wis~ poopl~ auriPg t'l1e la~t 2508 y~arsg t he tedch~~g, JO~ship 

and o)..aerve.'1co, ~o dJ.sser l.rato positive .in..:o_.mu.tlon alout Je ,rn 

a1d JudaisT, to pro~~te ~utual understa~dlDg an~ a greater mutual 

comprenension of the is~~es oetwccn us er.i0. al~o o: the ricnness 

o~ each ot~er'~ he~1tareo 

Fro~ ~~a other side, t~e~e is subs c~ntial ~£noranco aI:long 

J'el-1 s as to tne true relation ship bet,,.c;"" .le1:111sh coy.::..aunities 

and the Cnurch throughout n1story. Sone JewE see the Church's 

record re£ai'ainz the Je.'izh people as o.ce of unrelieved antagonism 

a.oa hostility, they k~o~ a~out t~e yellob s~a:r and the ghetto, 

but oot about the many Papal dcclar~t~ons cordemn~ng aot1-Jewish 

violence and the efforts of Cnurch aut~orities to protect Jews. 

Trus, mo.re knowledge ard cxchn.nge of 1nfo1 mution is neec.eo. on 

two levels, knowledge ~nc uccerc tandin~ about J~caism es a v1ta1 

rel1&1on; and nonest~ unapolccetic viewi~g o~ c~thol1~-Jewish 

relatioos in past anc prcser t. ?or these purposea~ it coulQ 

become a so~rce of great oleesing if . 

1. A "!orum" be estatliscec wich the s~pp~rt and 

approval of the Ch'l..I'C~ 1~ which klowledge about Jl.lda1s.~ would 

be "19.de available to Catholic- p!'ie sts and theologians.. Tnrough. 
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s~ch a forum problems of gre~w i~portaoce could oo discussed. 

views exoha.."lgad and issues a0literated by Jev.1s"1 nnd Christian 

scholar:. o 

2e Besenrch urojeots and publ1cat1o~s arranged jointly 

by Catholic and Jewls~ scholarso 

3. ~ decla.ra.t~on shoula be issued rea.l'!'irm1n3 earlier 

Pe.pal arid 'Vatics.n pronoum.ement s encouraging cooperation a."llong 

religious groups in civic affairs to p~o~o~a t~o com~on good 

(1oeo,, neie,'1.borhood improvernentg works of charity, combatt1ng 

juvenile delinquency, group an-ca.go"1isms,, eto.) Fortunately, 

such cooperation alreacy goes on in m~ny parts of the ~orldo 

I~ so~~ ?laces ho~ever, Lt ls dif:icult to engage Catholics in 

even the moct ~orthy civic cooperation projects~ oecause of 

the resis~arcc of local ecclesiastical au~horlty. we believe 

t"mt iorhicg toGGtt er at an obJective work fo~ love of rello~ 

man wo~la in itself add consiaerably and d£oisively to the 

purification of the souls ana tne creation of a climate of 

mutual respect. 
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FOUR'TH PROPOSAL 

Tne prophets• preoccupation with justice and righteousness 

bas its roots in a poT:ertul e.we.reoess of in.1uqt1ce, a sense 

for the monstrosity of inJuaticeo r..rortlists of all ages have 

been eloquen~ io sineing the praises ot virtue. The distinction 

of the prophets was in their remorseless unveiling of injustice 

and oppressi.on, 1n their comprehension oi social,, pol! tical 

and religious evils. 

Justice is precious, inJus~ice exceedin5ly common. One 

of the troubles seems to be that we have delegated the concern 

!or justice to the judges, as if justice were e matter for a 

te~ spec1el1stso The proptets insist that justice ~ust be the 

supreme uid active concern o! every mano It was no~ to the 

judges but to every member of the people that the words of the 

Lord are directed: "seek justice, correct oppressiong defend 

tha fatherless$ plead for the widow." 

There is an evil which most of us condone and are even 
-

guilty 0£. i.ndi.1'ference to evil. i~a reroai.n neutral, impartial,. 

and not easily moved by the wrongs done unto other people. 

Indif!ereoce to evil is more insidious than evil 1tselr; it is 

more universal, more contagious, more dangerous. A silent 

justification, it makes possible an evil erupting as an exception 

becoming the rule and being 1n turn accepted. 

The kno~ledge of evil is something ~JU.oh the first man 

e.cquire<l, it tias not something that the prophets had to discovero 
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The eree.t co'1tr1butio.ll tc hW11$.4! ty i as thoir di scovcry of the 

evil of !ndif~ero~ceo Ono u~y be decon~ and sinister~ piou~ and 

sinful. I a~ ~y brot?:Wr 1 s keeper. The prophet is a person who 

suffers the he.ri""s c.o::-c u.nto others. tJhsrever a crirre ia com-

m1tted, it is as if the p~op~~t were thG v1ct1r and the preyo 

Above all tne prop~~t's wora is a call to repe~tanceo 

I u~c.s"l yoJ.r~elves, make yo1.1rsclves clcar..u (Isaiah 1•17). Su.ch 

cleans!ne ~ust l:e an ongoi~g process. As lone as t~ere is 

hatred in one P~art, or pr~jun~ce disserrinatc~ 1~~orc public 

utteranceg textbook, or jo~rnal, there is ari ov£~rid1ng urgency 

to cry o~t ~gai"st it. 

J ei1s h~ve rocot,.P.izeo. ana recognize w1ll1rgly a.r'a ,3r:ltefM-lly 

the sacr1!'1c1e.1 tvortt aorie in tae past by merbers of the Catnolic 

coro.""l.unity~ beta clergy a.nd la~ /1 ::.~ ccha.J.:t' of persecuted Je"'s• 

'1:7e can only tnank the Jll11ic.hty for tm.e. Yet we ro'l.4.9t alao 

re;CO[;nize that fo~ every Catholic 11ho came to the aid and 

assi 0 tc.ncc of Jews, there wer~ ~Wldreds of others - also loyal 

Church l"'f'l."lbers - l-'hO 1- rre a.t best indifferent to the f~te of t.o.e 

Jewish co!'I'iunity, and who .feiloc. to resist or corde:.mn anti-Jewish 

utt~rances &nd atrocities, part1eulerly du~irg the ti~e or the 

Nazi er.e.o i' an.y Je .. u; are col"IV1nced tna~ t:ne failure of the great 

majority of European Cataolic Church leaders tc speak out frankly 

and publicly aeainst a.oti-Se~1t1sm entailed ~ufferiDg tor Jews 

on many occasions end in many placeso therefore, 1n order ror 

the Church to more !'ully and e1fectively dis~em1tla.t~ to its 



APPENDIX A 

NOTES ON THE ORIGIN OF THE IMPROPERIA 

In the opinion of an eminent Jewish liturgical scholar, 

Dr. Eric Werner , the text of the Imuroperia, in addition to its 

obvious anti-Jewish impact, is particularly offensive to Judaism 

because it is a deliberate inversion of an ancient Jewish litany 

By drawing on a Jewish hymn of thanksgiving (of rabbinic source) 

and adding a sharp antithesis to each line, the author of the 

!mproperia gives tne entire litany a powerful anti - Jewish tone. 

The following comments on the origin of the Improperia represent 

Dr. ~erner's scholarship . 

The anc!e~t Haggada for Passover, the famous ?essah-ritual 

of the Jew1sn home , contains the followi~g litany 

How many abunda~t favours hath the Omnipresent per 
formed upon us. 

1 If he had broug~t us forth from Egypt, and had not 
inflicted Judgment upon the Egyutians, it would 
have been sufficient. 

2, If he had inflicted JUSt1ce on them, and had not 
executed JUdg~e~t upon their gods~ it would have 
been suffic lent . 

3. If he had executed Jud gment upon their gods, and 
had not slain their first -born, it would have been 
sufficient • 

~Author of T~e Sacred Brid~e Studies on the Liturgical and Musical 
I nterdependence of Church and Synagogue During the First Millenium. 
(London-~ry 1959) ~ Professor of Liturgical Mus.1.c at the Hebrew 
Union College - Jewish Irstitution of Religion, participant in the 
First International Congress of Catholic Church Music , Rome 1950, 
articles in Atti del Congresso . 
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4. If he nad slain their first-born, and had not be
stowed their wealth on us, it would have been 
sufficient. 

5. If he had given us their wealth and had not divided 
the sea for us, it would have been sufficient 

6 If he had divided the sea for us , and had not made 
us pass through on dry land, it would have been 
sufficient 

7 If he had made us pass through its midst on dry 
land, and had not drowned our oppressors in the 
sea, it would have been sufficient. 

8. If he had drowned our oppressors in it, and had not 
supplied our necessaries in the wilderness during 
forty years, it would have been sufficient. 

9. If he had supnlied our necessaries in the wilderness 
during forty years, and had not fed us with manna, 
it would have been sufficient. 

10 If he had fed us with manna, and had not given us 
tha Sabbath it would have been sufficient 

11. If he ~ad given us the Sabbath, and had not brought 
us to Mount S1na1, it would have been sufficient. 

12. If he had brought us near to Mount Sinai, and had 
n')t given us the Law, .1.. t would have been suff1c1 ent. 

13 If he ~~a given us the Law , ano had not led us i nto 
the land of Israel, it would have been sufficient. 

14. If he had led us into the land of Israel and had 
n~t built the temple, it would have heen sufficient. 

This litany seems to go back to the second century before 

the Christian era.1 It is, in turn , based upon a passage 

1cr ED Goldschnndt, The Faggada for Passover with commentary, 
1953 , idem great CoI!lr'lentary to the Hag~ada (in Hebrew) Jerusalem, 
1959. 
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in the earliest collection of m1drashim, called Sifre. There we 
2 find the lead1n~ motif of the Hebrew litany. It was obviously 

written while the (second ) Temnle still stood, and no word indi-

cates even danger to the Sanctuary It is, with little deviation, 

common to all Jewish traditions. 

Not quite so clear is the textual history of the Improperia. 

Modern scholarship is inclined to see the Vorlage of the Latin 

Improperia in a set of twelve Troparia in the Bvzantine ritual of 

Good Friday.3 These Troparia are today attributed to Sophronius, 

patriarch of Jerusalem (634-8), actually they aopear first in a 

Georgi an Kanonarion, discovered and published in 1912 by c. 

Kekelidze 4 They appear in the Byzantine Typikon of 1122, 

accompanied by antiphons and 12 corresponding lessons. (8 from the 

E-oistles, 4 from the Gos-eels) .5 The Place of the antiphons was 

taken, in the Ro~an rite, by the Imnroperiac It would be, however, 

overhasty to a,ssume that the Georgian-Byzantine version has simply 

been transplanted to Ro~e. For already Baumstark has tentatively 

dated an earli,er Svriac Vorlage in t he fourtn century. 6 And, as we 

shall demonstrate later on, the Roman text is considerably closer 

to the Hebrew model than the Byzantine. 

2M1drash Sifre ed. M Friedmann I. p. 131-32, Vienna 1864 

3cr A. Bai.nnstark, "Der Orient und Die Gesange der adoratio crucisn 
in Jahrbuch fur Li.turgiewis~enschaft, II p 12. (1922). So also 
Dom Brou in Revue gregorienne, XX, XX.I, XXII, (1935-37) Oldest 
texts of the Troparia in Papadopoulos Kerameus, Analecta Hieroso
lymiticae ., II 1894, and J. B Thibaut, Ordre des oI'fices de 
la semaine sainte a Jerusalem du IV au X si~cle, Paris 1926. 
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{Footnotes cont'd from pg 3) 

4c . Kekelidze, Ierousal imsky Kanonar , VII. veka. (Tiflis 1912) 

Ser E. wellesz , Eastern Elements in W~stern Chant , Oxford 1947, 
pg 22 ff where a r!ch bibliography is given . 

61111 faudra1t, dater du rve si~cle ces;norceaux de aplendide 
poes1e ou l'on renco~tre ~J~ les ideas des Improperia 
occidentaux ••• (Ba.llTlstark, Liturgie Comoa~e, p 105) 

7The texts after A Baum.stark, in Jahrbuch f~ L1turgiewi ssenschatt, 
II . p. 11-13, 1922 and Pauodop ~erameus . Analecta 

Stach olo ias II 189 Also Tr1od1on Rome 
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The Greek text related to the Improperia is found in 

stanzas 3, 8, and 12 of the Troparia attributed to Sophronius, 

also in a poem w~ich ~ay be best described as a paraphrase of 

these Troparia. The English translation follows ~e Greek 

text (which appeared in the original memorandum). 

3 

Thus saith the Lord 
to the Jews ,n. My peoole ~ 
what have I don~ unto thee? 

or wherein have I troubled 
thee? ~ I have given light 
to the blind (' I have 
cleansed the leners 
I have raised un men that 
were laid on their beds 
My people c. where in Have 
I grieved thee c. and 
what return hast thou 
made to me? > Anger in 
return for manna vine
gar for water i Instead 
of loving me you have 
nailed me to a cross > 

In future I will no longer 
love (you) I will call 
my Gentiles c. and they 
shall glorify me ~ with the 
Fat11er and the Spirit c. 

and I will give unto them 
everlasting life. 

12 

a 
When to the cross c. trans

gressors nailed the Lord 
of Glory He cried out to 
them ~ Wherein have I 
grieved you or wherein 
have I provoked your wrath~ 

Before me ~ who deliver
ed you from opores:non<? .. ,. 
And now "' what return do 
you make to me? Evil for 
goodness In return for a 
pillar of fire you have 
nailed me to a cross "' In 
return for a cloud ~ you 
have dug me a tomb u In re
turn fo,r the mann& "' you 
have offered me gall ft In 
return for water you have 
given me vinegar to drink "' 
For the future I will call 
the Gentiles and they shall 
glo_">ify me with the 
Father and Holy Spirit. 

Stretched out on the Cross c. thus, 0 Lord. didst 
thou cry out A For what deed x do you wish to slay 
me, O Jews? Because I bound up those of you who 
were paralysed? because I raised up the dead 
as if from sleep? because I healed the woman 
W1. th the flow of blood? r- because I had pity on 
the Canaanite woman? ~ For what deed do you wish 
to slay me, 0 Jews? "'"' 

But you will look upon Him Whom you pierced 
Christ, 0 transgressors. 
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We turn now directly to the Latin text of the Improperia, 

to which only a few observations rnay be added, in order to 

elucidate the history and recension of the Latin text. 

Latin Text 

R Popule meus, quid feci tibi? aut in quo contristavi te? 
responde mihi. 

(1) Qu1a edux1 ta de terra Aegypti parasti crucem Salvatori tuo. 
) 

{Trisagion) 

(2) Quia eduxi te per desertum quadraginta annis, et manna cibavt 
te, et introduxi 1n terram satis optimam parasti crucem 
Salvatori tuo. 

(Tr1sagion) 

(3) Quid ultra debui racere t1b1, et non feet? Ego quidem 
plantavi te vinearn meam spec1osiss1mam et tu facta es mih1 
nimis amara 

(3a) aceto namque sttim meam potast1, et lancea perforasti latus 
Salvatori tuo. 

(Trisagion) 

(4) Ego propter te flagellav1 Aegyptum cum primogenitis suis et 
tu me flagellatum tradidisti. 

R Popule Meus ••• 
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Latin text cont 'd . 

(5) Ego te edwri de Aegynto, demerso Pharaone in mare Rubrum et 
tu me tradidl sti princ1pibus sacerdotum. 

R Popule meus • • • 

(6) Ego ante te aperui mare et tu aperuisti lancea latus meum 

R Popule meus • • • 

(7) Ego ante te prae1v1 columna nubis et tu me duxisti ad prae
torium Pilati . 

R Popule meus • •• 

( 8) Ego te uavi. manna per desert um et tu me cec id is ti a.lap is et 
flageJ.lis . 

R Popule meus • • • 

(9) Ego ~ ootav1 aaua salutis de petra et tu me potasti felle 
et acteto . 

R Pooule meus • • 

{10) Ego qropter te Chananaeorum reges percuss1 et tupercussisti 
arunm.n e caout meum . 

R Popule meus •• • 

(11) Ego dedi tibi sceptrum regale et tu aedisti cap1ti meo 
sp1neam coronam. 

R Popule meus • 

(12) Ego t e exaltavi magna virtute et tu me suspendisti in 
patibulo crucis . 

R ?ouule meus • • 

According to most Catholic comme~taries, the Latin Improperia 

are viewed as two oarts of one poem.8; Generally , it has been 

9 attempted to derive the Improperi a from scriptural Texts Durandm 

8Thus P. H 
op .cit, L 

Schmidt , op . cit. II p 794f, a l so Lechner-Eisenhoefer 
Brou, op cit , and many others . 

9All Catholic scholars follow here Durandus, op cit.VI, cap.77/8 

(Rationale divinorum officiorum, Venice 1519) 
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suggests as the scr iptural sources the passages MICHA VI, NUM XIV, 

ISA XVI and JCS VI P S~hnn.d t gi vas t-1IC~ 6 3-4, DEOT. 8 2, 8 3, 

8 7, IS 5 4, JER 2 21, PS . 68 22 ( =69 21) . A~d indeed , a super-

ficial resemblance to the texts in question cannot be denied , but 

it is confined to tne very first verse , and to the passage from 

Isaias and the Psalms. Everything else is sheer conJecture . 

We shall, on the other hand, endeavor to show that the 

entire text of the Improper1a can be traced to an original 

Hebrew-Rabbinic source, of which the last remaining version is 

the Passover litany quoted above lO The subsequent philological 

examination puruorts to explain why the Im~roperia with all their 

dramatic imuact appear so viciously anti-Jewish in spirit and 

intent . 

We notice first certain repetitions of motifs The de -

liverance from Egypt of verse 1, is again stressed in verse 5, 

the piercing of Christ ' s body (verse 3a2 ) is mentioned again in 

verse 6, a~d the vinegar to quench Christ ' s thirst occurs again 

in verse 9 This alo~e indicates that an original text has been 

corrunted by editors and scribes. If tPis lack of order is not 

conspicuous as. in the Byza~tine Text , it is still quite obvious . 

Seen as a whnle, the Improperia contain 14 stichoi, if we 

count the opening "Popule meus 11 {the refrain) as one verse, and 

divide verse 3 in two parts, for in their present form its two 

lOPossibly Dura.ndus still had an inkling of an ancient Hebrew 
source for he writes "Cantat autem sacerdos quas hebrai ce in 
persona salvatoris •• Poµule meus quisque cantat in persona D::mini 
loquentis habrae1s ideo intelligit Dominum hebraice ••• " 
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parts are not clearly connected The Hebrew litany counts 15 

verses, as the number 15 stands f or the JH, the abbreviation of 

the Lord's name If we discount the opening phrase of the Hebrew 

text which serves as a preface, we arrive again at the number 14, 

as i~ the Latin More imoortant t han this coincidence are the 

amazing Hebraisms in the Latin Text . (They do not occur in the 

Greek Text.) We note first certain pivotal words w~ich connect 

successive verses 

1 - 2 

4a-b 

u - 5 

5 - 6 

6a-b 

9a-b 

lOa-b 

lla-b 

eduxi, 

flagellavi - f l agellatum 

Tradidisti 

Mare 

aperui - aperuist1 

potavi - potasti 

percussi - percussist i 

dedi - ded1st1 

This device , well known to the student of the Bible as pro

gressive narallelism or anadinlosis , is a clearly Hebraic poetic 

device Still, certain verses appear to lack it, e g. verses l 

and 8 If we, howev er , translate tentat~vely the Latin text into 

Hebrew , the narallelism reappears again with astounding force 

.01 ~~ · e ;~ t', n•l; '1n~~1M Mn~ , ; f JY i1oy~ 1 'J C~ •n~7~mt ff / 
. nly 1~il1 n1 p;n l 'J n;~;~ nn ~ 1 i lini tn i ~n;~~~ ~ 
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These identities let us conjecture that the author of the 

Latin Jmpro~er~a had before him a Latin translation of a Semitic 

Vorlage and that he followed this text much closer than the 

Byzantine Tropar~. It should be observed that all pass.ages 

occuring in the Hebrew litany, which refer to the Torah or to the 

Temple, are carefully e1liminated .n the Latin Text. This is quite 

understandable from the Christian point of v~ew. It seems even 

possible that the anonymous editor of the Jewish ?assover ritual 

knew about some Christological interpretations of the Hebrew litany; 

for we find 1m..media tely after it a sUIT1I11ary in late Talmudic prose 

which closes with the rather unexpected words 

He led us to M".>unt Sinai, gave us tne Torah, brought 
us to the la~d of Israel, and gave us the Temple for 
the atorement of all our sins. 

(Templum nro remissione omniurn peccatorum) 

This sounds like an apologetic description of the Temple's 

functions and has espec1ally at this point an exceedil"lgly strange 

ring To be sure, atonement of ~ins belonged to the Temple's 

functions, but it was never considered its main significance, the 

active nrop~etic opnosition against the Temple's ceremonial testi-

fies to this fact We surmise that the idea of the Temple's power 

of atonement is here stressed as a latent defensive argument 

against Christian1ty's main doctrine of Christ's vicarious atone-

ment. 

What can this hypothesis explain" The t'ebraisms in the Latin 

Text and the conjectured Hebrew translations lead us to surmise 

that the author of the Vorlage (a) knew the Hebrew litany, and (b) 
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wrote in a language close en0ugh to Hebrew to reproduce the sharp 

Parallelisms and antitheses This language would have to be West-

Syriac - Aramaic, the author possibly a father of the church of 

Antioch or Jerusalem, and here we recall A. Baumst ark' s theory 

that the twelve Tropar ia of the Byzantine r ite originated in the 

syro-jacobite region or even go back to an ancient Jerusalem 

tradition.11 

llcr A. BaUI'lstar1c, Liturgie Compar£e , Chevetogne, 1939 , 2nd ed. 
p 105 11Je pense surtout ici, 'a la fl~rie close des douze 
idiomeles du vendredi -Saint , at+ribu~s pour cet~e tradition 
syro-jacobite a saint Cyrille de Jerusal em ••• Ind&pendamment de 
l ' age des differentes versions dens lesquelles se uresente le 
texte syr1aque , •• 11 faudra1t dater du IV s1~cle ces morceaux 
l'on renc ontre deJa les idees des Imuroperia occldentaux du 
vf>ndred1 - Saint". 

• 
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FOR IY.MEDIATE RELEASE 

CARDINAL BEA TO ACPEAR AT INTERFELIGIOUS DINKCR 

IN llfEW YORK ON BEdALF OF INTER..~ATIONA::.. UNIVERSITY 

11P?..O DEO" IN ROME 

A dinner with Augustin Cardinal Bea, inter-

nationally known for his leadership r le at the Vatican 

Ecumenical Council, will be held by tne American Council 

for the International Promotion of :Democracy Under God 

(C.I P.) on April 1st at 6 00 P.M at the Hotel Plaza, 

it was announced here today by Henry R Luce, Chairman 

of the American Council. 

J. Peter Grace, ~resident of the American Council, 

hailed tne Cardinal's impending visit a.S "a significant 

step forward, demonstrating how people of all to.iths and 

origins are coming together to work for the values they 

cherish." 3erving as hosts, in addition to Messrs. 

Grace and Luce, are .A. M Lederer and Paul Felix Warburg 

of New York, Vice Presidents of the American Council. 

The American Council, under whcse auspices Cardinal 

Bea is visiting New York City, is incorporated in Rome 

as well as in New York. It is the sponsor of the 

C I P z,s the non profit educational membership corporation representing the 
lnternatwnal Universi£y of ::,ocwl Studies (Pro Deo) and z,s entitled to receive contr1but1ons deductible for tax purposes 
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International University for Social Studies "Pro Deo" in Rome ---
Cardinal Bea, said Mr Luce , "will aC.dress some 300 guests of 

the American Council and the University on 'Civic Unity and 

Freedom Under God '" 

Guests of honor and speakers include the Rev Henry Pitney 

Van Dusen, Presilent of the Union Theological Seminary, Rabbi 

Abraham Joshua Heschel, Professor at tne Jewish Theological 

Seminary, dis Excellency Muhammad Zafrulla Khan, President 

of the UN General Assambly, and U Thant , Secretary-General of 

the Lmi ted lfations 

Opening presantations will be made by Mr Luce, Editor-in

Chi.ef of Tir;ie, Inc., ;?Ublications, and Mr Grace, President o:f 

W R Giace & Co , followe~ by official greet1ngb and statements 

on "Pro Deo.' §. 11 work by Governor Nelson A Rockefeller and .Mayor 

Robert F Wagner Fathar Felix A Morlion, founder and Bres1-

dent of "Pro Deo" University, will sum.mariz.e the proceedings 

and describe the common denominator, "Civic Cooperation for 

Freedom Under God, 11 the basis of the University's work 

Francis Cardinal Spellman will deliver the invocation 

?rayers for the common purpose will also be offered in the 

traditions of the maJor religions of East and West 

"Pro Deo 11 University is dedicated to teaching the social 

sciences in terms developed and enlightened by modern American 

political and industrial progress The faculty of 240 is 

drawn from 11 nations, the 2,000 students, from 58 They in-

elude Catholics, Protestants, Jews, Moslems, Hindus and 

Buddhists 
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Cardinal Bea, renot"1ned scholar, was appointed by Pope 

John .iCXIII to create and guide a department without ~recedent 

in Church history--a permanent Vatican secretariat for develop

ing relations with other religious groups "Few have labored,'' 

1'1r Grace said, "with such devotion and effectiveness to ad-

vance mutual understanding and reciprocal esteem amo1ng members 

of all faiths and communities 11 

Cardinal Bea has said "The greatest challenge to our 

generation is the problem of group antagonism how to 

build peace with love understanding and respecting him whom 

we love and therefore his opinions as well It is the pri

mordial duty of all groups of man.Kind to unite for the purpose 

of overcoming hatreds of the past " 

To these ends, the International University of Social 

Studies "Pro Deo" has held eight meetings in Rome. attended 

by representatives of 21 religious groups from 48 nations and 

conducted in the spirit of the Agape (Agap~, Greek word for 

fraternal love, was the name given to the first brotherhood 

banquets ) Nr Warburg said "It is fitting that the present 

meeting, convened in the same spirit, takes place in New York 

City, examplar of America's religious, cultural and social 

diverbity, and, as the home of the United Nations, symbol of 

the pluralism of all mankind " 

The International University for Social Studies, founded 

i.n 1944, is the chief instrument of "!!:.£ Deo," a movement 

devoted for more than 30 years to the advancement of democracy 

under God throughout the world 
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The members of t~e Planning Committee for the American 

Council , serving in their individual capacity, are David 

Danzig , Chairman, John P.E Brown, Miss Jane M Hoey, John 

J Meehan, Rev William Van Meter, Taylor M Mills, Rev. 

William A Norgren, Mrs Ethel C Schroeder , John B Sullivan, 

Rabbi Marc tl Tanenbaum, and Msgr John J Voight 
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CIVIC UNITY AND FREEDOM UNDFR GOD 

Address by ttl.s Em1ner1ce Augustin C2rc1nal Bea 
For the Agap~, New York, April 1, 1963 

I am truly grateful to be able to address a few words to 

this gath~r1ng, orgeni~ed b/ the Ar.ler1can Courcil for the I~ter-

national Prom0t1on of Democracy U~aer God. I wan~ to eApress my 

deep JOY in seeing such a l~rge number of dLst1ngu1shed personalities 

from the civic, cultural~ social, economic and religious pnrsuits. 

It is a very promising sign of o~r ti.mas th~t such people gather 

i.n serene and tra-t-er nal C'On 1c.rsat.1..on on the themP • "Civic UtLi .. ty 

And F?~e.Jom Under God." Whvcver 1'as followed nat~onal and inter-

national life will admit without hes::coti.on that such a gathering 

inElpt.ret.l by such a thene wcu:..d hardly have been possi.ble but h.-2nty 

or t~ir~y years ago. It is a sign that the men of our cwn time are 

more dee"?lY reflecting on the profoundly spir.L.tual basis of human 

existence, in order to build ~pon this founoaticn a future strong 

enough to resist the sar1ous d&ngers that threaten us. 

The theme, "C1v.i.c Unity And Freedom U'lder God," is well-

chosen From the title one almost instinctively realizes that here 

the two most profound tendencies and anxieties of modern man are 

touche<! U?On the anxious striving for unity and the equa!~y pro-

found desire for li.bert_y. There 1s a polarity to these two concepts, 

that makes for a constant tension between them. In a certain sense, 

a large part of the problems of mankind today can be reduced to the 

d1ff1culty of harmonizing 2-.!L practice these tendencies towards unity 

and towards liberty, without doing harm to the £!!.El or sacr1f1c1ng 
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the ~h.!!:· The difficulty 1s simply the practical conc1l1at1on of 

the innate dignity of ~he human person w~th his social nature, for 

according to the biblical expression, "It is not good for man to be 

alone!'» In fact, ~ature itself inserts the hl.A.tnan person, from the 

first monent of his existence, not only into the family or i~to ~he 

various relJg1ous or civic forms of society, but also into the great 

Family of Nations, i.~to the whole of humanity. 

1) Tc1ay the irclination or t~e drive to~ard unity is 

pdctLcYl~1ly &trorg , a~d see~s based on the vc:y dir~ction and buLlt-

in logic of the mo~ern world The quLck arid easy travel possibilities 

that bring ~s daLly lnt~ contact with so m~ny ~e~ple; mass commun1ca

t::.ons that keep us informed of events wnich take place in every part 

of the wc~ld; the repercussions of events in one co~ntry on the rest 

of the wotld, and the increasirg interd~pendence ca~sed by political 

necessity, by cultural, economic ~nd scie~t1fic de~elopments--all this 

is drawing the world together i.nto a conscious comm •. mi.ty of mankind. 

Our large cities best illustrate this drive towards un~ty and the 

tensions of this thrust -- as in the rush-hou~s, when all are pushing 

and colliding against each other in airports, streets and subways -

each running after his own Job and each pursuing his own interests. 

This last image al so illustrates the fact that the mere i n

crease 1n phy~ical conta~ts amo~g men does not suffice to create a 

deep and authentic unity. The experience of the most murderous of 

all wars, and tne more or less persistent threat of a still more 

devastating war are clear proof that the means that are brl.ngi.ng people 



-3-

and nations clo,ser to ona another f\<~si.eally can certa1r.ly be 

instruments for those who want to creata unity. But these means can

not create unity by thenselves, in fact, they can become the 

instruments of our ~wn dest.cu~tion. 

Why is this? Because the unity of which I speak is not the 

unity of many well-oiled wheels and parts of a machine.. The unity 

in question l.S esse"ltl.ally and pre-eminently a !11.-man work. It is 

the co~sc1oll~, freG decision of responsible pers~as to un~te w1th -
other re~ponsible p~rscns, ~n order to live together in peaceful 

harmony. It is th~ conscious encounter of ~ men, the mutudl 

excha~ge in giving and receiving what each cne has, not merely of 

material goods, but also, and above all, of spiritual riches. This 

exchhnge is at the same time a ~~o~ of selfg1v1ng as is witnessed 

in every au~hent1c friendship, especially in the true love of man 

and wi.f e 

2) In order to build up this unity consciously we. cannot be 

lulled by the mere repet1ti.on of the words "llnity" and "liberty" . 

We must penetrate into their profound meanings. 

a) First of all, liberty. Liberty is the human right 

to be oneself and freely to decide one's destiny according toore'c o~n 

conscience, without the interference of others . Conscience, of course, 

excludes anarchy, and confirms the existence of a whole world of 

moral obligations and thus also of man's duties regarding his 

fellow-men. After all, man carr1e s out these obl igat1ons i.n order to 
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obey his own conscience. Thus, since there 1s question of fulfilling 

his obligations 1n a conscious and free way, it is clear that man has 

the duty to seek the truth in order to know his obligations, and to 

form h1s co~science correctly. Only if liberty of conscience is 

understood in this way will it be resolved in profound unity. This 

liberty requires every person and society as a whole to respect the 

free decision of others. Let me add at once an obvious point: the 

destiny of a person, so essentially, profoundly autonomous, cannot -
be merely eerthly, momentary and trans~toryo 

b) On the other hand, JUst as man appreciates more and 

more his innate gift of freedom, no less is he becoming aware of his 

innate desire for un1tyo Man, inserted into society since his birth, 

can only develop in society, that is, in a reciprocal giving and 

rec~1v1ng with other persons w~o are as free and autonomous as him

self, as 1nd1v1duals, or as united in society. In this rece1v1ng 

from other persons and from society, and in making his own contribu

tion, man enriches himself, develops his own personality, and con-

tributes to the complete development and full manifestation of the 

immense potent1al1t1es latent in himself and in humanity. In this 

development and manifestat~on, all nations and races, with their 

specific characteristics, their varied creations of human intelligence, 

and their distinct cultures have a place. All are working together, 

inserting thread after thread in that magnificent carpet which is 

the human family, on the way towards its proper development and its 

proper destinies. 
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3) ~~at is the law that go~erns these mutual exchanges, the 

law of the promotion 0£ unity? Pope Jo~n the Twenty-Third once sa1d 

that in his own life, he always tried to emphasize wha~ tends to 

uni.te men, to accompany every man as far along hi.s way as posDible 

without betraying the demands of Justice and trutn~ The law for 

creating uni.ty is truth, JUscice -- and we can add - charity, or 

more generally, that law which is written 1n trJ.n ts heart,, prompting 

him to do ~hat is good and to avoid ~h~t l.s evil. Each of us, 1n 

fact, exper1 (!Onces d£.1ly that _nternal lElw of tension met1t1oned by

the anci.ent poet, OV1d• "V1aeo mel'!.ora proboque deter1cra sequor" 

"I see what i.s gcoi I? .nd a!>prcva it, yet oftE::.n I am followi.ng what 

is wrong '' Ey thi.6 we confess our awareness that some rhi.ngs, from 

the specifically human point of view of the conscience, are good 

a"d oth~r things are evil; and that the obligation lies with us to 

opt for the good things and to perform them, and, on the other hand, 

to avoi.d what is evil. A li.berty that does not conform to this law 

is no liberty, it undermines unity and creates anarchy. This is 

the very cause of mutuel. destruction. A unity that does not respect 

this law may eventually create a certain form of unity, but it is a 

unity not of freeandresponsible men, but of slaves. 

4) What I have said so far has not yet exhausted the rich 

reality of the relations that are possible to man w1th other free 

men. When man retains and develops the salutary, orig~nal freshness 

of his existence, when he keeps a spontaneous and profound vision 

of the whole dimension of life, not distorted by blunders or by 
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alleged ph1losoph1cal or sc1ent1f1c claims, then he has the sense 

and the awareness that his personal relations reach beyond and above 

the l~vel of human so~1ety. 

You bear w1tnes.:; to this fact, gentle'llen, you who represent 

in a way the whole world, also the most ancient cultures and 

religions. The sc~ences, especially history and ethnology, also 

bear witness with you. All testify that ma~ is aware of his deepest 

relations relations that cannot be disregaraed -- to a Supreme 

Being who is peraonal, pat~rnally grave, but st~~l, benevolent, 

infinitely more wise and good than all hurea~ fathers. 

Th:::..s Bei.'1g stands at the origin and at the erd of tetrporal 

hunian eYlstence. To him man appeals in his most solemn moments, in 

hcurs mcst compelling and desperate; and he appeals to hi~ as the 

Almighty Guide of human events and destinies. This Supreme Personal 

Being is, at the same time, the ever present witness to man ' s 

actions, a witness who appro~es, praises, and rewards the good 

action, who reproves and condemns the evil one. Moreover, according 

to the well-known phrase of the non-Christian poet quoted by St. 

Paul in the Aeropagus of Athens, "for we are God's offspri.ng" 

(Acts 17 28), man feels himself somehow related to this mysterious 

personal Supreme Being, for man is made into the likeness of God. 

Therefore, man knows that between himself and God there exist 

those mutual exchanges in giving and receiving, somewhat similar 

to those reciprocal exchanges he has with his fellow-men. When man 
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is aware that he stands under the paternal and grave authority of 

tr1s Supreme, Personal Being, and respects his own liberty to decide 

his own destinies under this authority and according to it, then man 

is also aware that all his actions, be they right or wrong, have 

good or bad repercussions on his relations to God, his Supreme 

Author.Lty. It is by this faithful awareness that man s destJ.ny 

in the hereafter is shaped and decided. 

See~ in this light the law of unity, th~ reciprocal 

exchange of mat~rial and spiritual rLches with h~s fellow-men 

this law of truth, Justice and charity -- ls not an abstract law, -

suspended in t~e air. No, this law rests on the pat~~nal and grave 

authority of a Personal Godo 

* * * * * 

In conclusion, there is no need to belabor the point that we 

urgently need to strengt:hen "Civic Unity in Freedom Under God". 

The urgency is clear enough. If ever there existed the anxiety 

a~d need to establish the basis for peaceful living, it is here 

in the city that Ls graced by the United Nations. 

In order to emphasize how much I appreciate the difficult 

work of this organization, it suffice& to make my own, the words 

from the radio-message of Pope John the Twenty-Third with 

reference to the Cuban crisis· "To promote, favo:- and accept 

negotiations, at every level and at any time, is the norm of 
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wisdom and prudence t~at draws forth heavenly and earthly blessings 0 

Surely you, who are, so to say, continually engaged 1n the struggle 

to free humanity from the grip of the exhausting and terrorizing 

armaments race, surely you will understand how important and 

necessary 1t is that your work be supported by a strong and 

efficacious will for peace, a desire widely spread throughout the -
nations represented here. 

The .American Council for International Promotion of Democracy 

under God, which arranged this gathering, constitutes, I believe, 

an important beginning, sponsored by the .American Council and other 

National Councils -- the International Pro Deo Un1vers1ty in Rome 

makes its own contribution to support the movement for peace, to 

promote the meeting of all men of goodwill of every nation and 

religious conviction, who accept the platform: "Civic Unity in 

Freedom Under God •11 

I have tried to sketch what can be the basis of such an 

encounter. I leave it to the speakers who follow me to develop 

its various aspects. I conclude by expressing the wish that the 

idea of such fraternal encounters -- whatever may be their concrete 

forms -- may spread rapidly in the world. It is a question here of 

an extremely important and urgent work. In fact, not only the 

material peace of the world is involved, but also an orderly 

and harmonious development of humanity toward its natural and 

supernatural destiny. 



Rev Henry Pitney Van Dusen 

RESPONSE TO CARDINAL BEA 
, 

Pro Deo "Agape" Meeting 

April 1, 1963 

Amid the plethora of sweeping generalizations regarding the 

fate of Society in our day -- many of them platitudes or clicnes, 

or more often, misleading half-truths 

us have built up an allergic immunity 

against which many of 

there is one generaliza-

tion which appears to win well nigh universal acceptance It 

poses a paradox, or in any event, a seeming contradiction 

On the one hand, as qis Eminence has so clearly reminded 

us "Today everything drives to greater unity" -- especially 

the shrinking of traditional distances and physical carriers of 

all kinds, and the ever-advancing enmeshment of peoples, their 

economic processes, and -- less tangible but more ultimatPly 

significant -- their welfare 

On the otner hand, divisions and antagoniE:ms within the 

body of Humanity reveal little ameliorat10n, on the contrary, 

they often appear to sharpen and deepen, almost in direct propor-

tion to accelerating enmeshment of the peoples who make up Mankind. 

One of the factors wnich impedes rather tnan furthers the 

conquest of this contradiction is faulty, often superficial, 

sometimes inexcusably sentimental diagnosis For example, as 

I am confident His Eminence would agree, the basic issue is not 

between the corporate unity, on the one hand, which both fundamen

tal principle -- the underlying kinship of all men (in the view 

of Religion, as sons of God) -- and the practical necessities for 

peace and well-being w1thJ n an interdependent tfumanity require .AND, 
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on the other hand, the individual freedom which is the inherent 

right of persons This tension and struggle lie largely within 

Nations. On the World Scene, the issue is, rather, between the 

larger unity which both a common Humanity and practical exigency 

demand AND the lesser unities of Race, of Nation, of Class which 

have been built up across the years and are today invested with 

inherited sanctities and artifically exaccerbated preJudices 

and fears. 

Still another obstacle to resolution of the contradiction 

is reliance upon inadequate prescription of cures for Mankind's 

fateful, perhaps fatal, disease of disunity Those of us who 

have lived our adult lives through the past half-century have 

heard one after another nostrum proclaimed -- oef ore the First 

World Jar, EDUCATION betw~en the Wars, advance of SCIENCE and 
... -

ECONOMIC INTERDEPENDEN~E, today, TRAVEL and CLOSER ACQUAINT.AlTCE 

OF PEOPLES None of these calimed cures, nor all of them together, 

have availed to forestall two wORLD CCNFLICTS embroiling virtually 

all Humanity and the endemic threat of another and final Armageddon 

Specific focus of our concern is can the forces of faith, 

both individual and corporate, contribute to cure, and, if so, 

how and how much~ This query must be faced in the context of a 

realistic recognition that the historic RELIGIONS have perhaps 

more often aggravated than alleviated conflict among and .between 

Peoples. Between Faiths, one thinks of the Christian Crusades 

against Islam Within a particular Faith, one recalls that 

sequence of ''Wars of Religion" in Western Christendom, which 

Dr. Arnold Toynbee keeps reminding us stained Europe through 

the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries, leaving an aftermath 
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of scars and scandal. As he rightly points out, the curse of 

conflict germanated by Religion arises partly from false claims 

to exclusive possession of all Truth and, therefore, right of 

forced conquest of dissent, partly also from the sanctification 

of basically political and economic aims with religious sanctions 

In our day, the call comes to all men of religious faith, 

both individually and, so far as their Institutions permit, 

corporately to enter into sympathetic, open-minded, open-hearted, 

and above all, humble discourse and dialogue, seeking first of 

all deeper understanding, then mutual trust, then genuine fellow

ship, and finally community of conviction and possibly of commo~ 

action Such effort is no substitute for such instrumentalities 

as the United Nations and related Bodies, but rather the creation 

of living ligaments, if you will, spiritual cement, without which 

the structures of World Organization will remain no more than 

stone piled upon stone -- forever threatened with disintegration, 

collapse and resulting chaos 

It is to that task that the Movement under whose auspices 

we meet tonight, as I unde rstand it, issues a ringing and command

ing summons 



His Excellency Muhammaa Zafrulla Khan 

RESPONSE TO CARDINAL BEA 

Pro Deo "Agape" Meeting 

April 1, 1963 

All values affecting man are oased upon tne concept tnat 

each human being is capable of achieving the highest stage of 

moral and spiritual development and that his personality must 

be respected The Quran takes note of diversities of race, 

color, language, wealth, etc , which serve their own usef~l 

purposes in the social scheme, and describes them as Signs of 

God for those who hear and possess knowledge (30 23) But none 

of these confers any privilege or im~oses any disability The 

Quran says that God has divided mankind into tribes and nations 

for greater facility of intercourse Neither membership in a 

tribe nor citizenship in a state confers any privilege, nor are 

they sources of honor The true source of honor in the sight 

of God is a righteous life (49 14) In his Farewell Adaress, 

the Prophet sai.d "You are all brothers and are all equal 

None of you can claim any privilege or any superiority over any 

other. An Arab is not to be preferred to a non-Arab, nor is a 

non-Arab to be pref erred to an Arab " 

Islam has established a universal brotherhoodt stressing 

that brue brotherhood can be established only by virtue of man-

kind's relat1onsn1p with one another through God "Hold fast, 

all together, by the rope of Allah, and be not divided, and 

remember tne favor of Allah, which He bestowed upon you when you 

wore en~mies ann He unired your hearts in love, so that by His 
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grace you became as brothers, and you were on the brink of a pit 

of fire, and He saved you from it. Thus does Allah explain to you 

His commandments, that you may be rightly guided" (3 104) 

Domination of one group by another in the do~~stic sphere, or 

of one people by another in the international sphere is a potent 

cause of disturbance of peace, and is strongly condemned in th~ 

Quran God does not approve of the division of His creatures into 

groups .for the purpose of domination of some by others, and when

ever su,ch an attempt is made God's purpose works for the uplift 

of those who are dominated or oppressed. 

Ec,onomic exploitation of one people or country by another 

inevitably leads to domination by the exploiter, and develops 

into a threat to peace The Quran prohibits such exploitation, 

and stresses that an economy based on the exploitation of other 

peoples and their resources is not beneficial in its consequences, 

not does it endure Only such economic development is beneficial 

and enduring as is based upon the exploitation of a country's own 

resources and an equitable sharing with others of the bounties 

which God has provided for each people 

Islam seeks to bring abou t reconc111at1on between the fol-

lowers of different faiths and to establish a basis of respect 

and honor among them It holds out to them the hand of cooperat~on 

and friendship on a basis of righteousness "Surely, those who 

have believed, and the Jews, and the Sabaeans, and the Christians, 

whoso believes in God and the Last Day, and acts righteously, on 

them shall come no fear nor shall they gr1eve 11 (5 70). They are 

all invited to unite on the basic principle which all of them 

profess to believe in. "Say, 0 people of the Book, come to an 

agreement on a principle common between us and you, in that we 
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worship none but Allah and that we associate no partner with 

him, and that some of us take not others for lords beside Allah11 

(3 65) 

Islam stands emphatically for freedom of conscience 

one must make his choice, and accept or reJect in absolute 

Every-

freedom whatever he chooses to believe in or to deny "There 

is no compulsion in matters of faith, for surely guidance has 

been made manifest and distinct from error" (2 257) 

Islam bases itself upon ~eason and observation, and invites 

people to the consideration of its teachings on that basis "The 

truth is from your Lord, so let him who will, believe, and let 

him who will, disbelieve" (18 30) "There have come to you clear 

proofs from your Lord, whoever will therefore see and recognize 

the truth, it will be for the good of his own soul and whoev~r 

will remain blind to it shall only harm himself''' (6 105) 

It is explained that complete freedom in the matter of con

science and bel~ef is essential for the fulfillment of the Divine 

purpose It would be easy for God to compel belief inasmuch as 

He has power even over the consciences of people, but they must 

be left to decide for themselves "If thy Lord had enforced His 

will, surely all who are on the earth would have believed togetner 

Wilt thou, then, force people to become believers'?" (10 100) 

Clear directions have been given with regard to the manner 

in which the message of Islam is to be conveyed to mankind "Say, 

'This is my way I call unto Allah on the basis of uncerstanding, 

I and those who follow me'" (12 109) 11Call unto the way of thy 

Lord with wisdom and kindly eAhortation, and reason with them 

in the way that is best Surely thy Lord knows best who has 
strayed from His way, and He knows bes~ those who are r ightly 
gu:..ded 11 

( 16 126) 



Rabbi Abraham J Heschel 

RESPONSE TO CARDIN.AL BEA 
,, 

Pro Deo "Agape" Meeting 

April 1, 1963 

When Israel approached Sl.D.ai, God lifted up the mountain 

and held it ove·r their heads, saying "Either you accept the 

Torah or be crushed beneath the mountain." 

The mountal.D. of history is over our heads again. Shall we 

renew the covenant with God? 

In the words of Isaiah 

"The envoys of peace weep bitterly ••• Covenants are broken, 

witnesses are d.espised, there is no regard for man." (33 ?-8) 

This is an hour when men all over the world have a dreadful 

sense in common, the fear of absolute evil, the fear of total 

annihilation. An apocalyptic monster has descended upon the 

world, and there is nowhere to go, nowhere to hide. 

This is an hour when even men of reason call for accommodation 

to absolute evil and preparation for disaster, maintaining that 

certain international problems are weird, demonic, beyond solution. 

Dark is the world for us, for all its cities and stars If 

not for Thee, 0 Lord, who could stand such anguish, such disgrace? 

The gap between the words we preach and the lives we live 

threatens to become an abyss How long will we tolerate a situa-

ti.on that refutes what we confess? 

Is it not true that God and nuclear stockpiles cannot dwell 

together in one world? Is it not true that facing disaster to-

gether we must all unite to defy despair, to prevent surrender 

to the demonic? 

What words are worthy of being spoken at this distinguished 
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assembly? Only words that would be strong and relevant to those 

who are in distress are wort~ of bel.Ilg spoken at th.is auspicious 

occasion. 

The minds are sick. The hearts are mad Humanity is drunk 

with a sense of absolute sovereignty, and our pride is hurt by 

each other's arrogance. 

The dreadful predicament is not due to economic conflicts. 

It is due to a spititual paralysis 

This is an age of suspicion, when most of us seem to live 

by the rule Suspect tb.y neighbor as thyself. Such radical 

suspicion leads to despair of man's capacity to be free and to 

eventual surrender to demonic forces, surrender to idols of power, 

to the monsters of self-righteous ideologies. 

What will save us is a revival of reverence for man, un-

mi tigable indignat ion at acts of violence, burning compassion for 

all who are deprived, the wisdom of the heart. Before imputing 

guilt to others, let us examine our own failures 

What all men have in common is poverty, anguish, insecurity. 

What all religions have in common is power to refute the fallacy 

of absolute expediency, and insistence that the dignity of man 

is in his power of compassion, in his capacity for sacrifice, 

self-denial 

Our era marks the end of complacency. we all face the dilemma 

expressed by Moses "I have put before you life and death, bles

sing and curse. Choose life." Religion's task is to cultivate 

disgust for violence and lies, sensitivity to other people's 

suffering, the love of peace. God has a stake in the life of 

every man. He never exposes humanity to a challot:ge without 

giving humanity the power to face the challenge. 
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Different are the langi1ages of prayer, but the tears are the 

same. We have a vision in common of Hi..m in whose compassion all 

men's prayers meet 

"From the rising of the sun to its setting My name is great 

P.mong the nations, in every place incense is offered to M;y name~ 

and a pure offering, for My name is great among the nations, s~s 

the Lord of hosts." (Malachi 1 11). It seems to me that the 

prophet proclaims that men all over the world, though they con

fess different conceptions of God, are really worshipping One God. 

the Father of all men, though they may not even be aware of it 

What will save us? God, and our faith in man's relevance to 

This is the agony of history bigotry, the failure to respect 

~ach other's commitm.en~, each other's faith we must insist upon 

loyalty to the unique and holy treasures of our own tradition and 

at the same tl.lD.e acknowledge that in this aeon religious diversity 

may be the providence of God. 

"Pious men ot all nations have a share in the world to come, 11 

and are promised the reward of visio Dei. "I call heaven and ear~h 

to witness that the Holy spirit rests upon each person, Jew or 

Gentile, man or woman, master or slave, in consonance with his 

deeds. 11 

God's voice speaks in many languages, communicating itself 

in a diversity of intuitions 

The word of God never comes to an end No word is God's 

last word. 

Man's greatest task is to comprehend God's respect and regara 

for the freedom of man, freedom, the supreme man1f,estat1on of God s 

regard for man. 
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In the words of lhs Eminence Cardinal Bea, "this freedom 

means the right of man to decide freely and according to his own 

conscience regardi.ug hJ s own destin;y " 

Man's most precious thought is God, but God's most precious 

thought is man 

A religious man is a person who holds God and man in one 

thought at one time, at all times, who suffers harms done to others, 

whose greatest passion is compassion, whose greatest streugth is 

love and defiance of despair 
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euch ~b-uea aakea it peaaible f'.o~ ••114•at• to uaooiat• nil 

cha.r-ae•~iatic• vith all Jevs. and to think e~ J•w& aa a ha'•--
.a-ic14•, cruel aa.4 ••t•rid1artio people. 

Ma1Q' ••xtlk>•k• alao •how Pd"'iBl.1 ty ilk c&lliJIB Jeve ,,. 

41.tr•r.•' n.aea ~u Ol~ and iew T~•ta.Ment cont$'Xts. ln le&~Olle 

abo•t the 014 Te•t .. en•, wL•ie th• ~~~q er-e- ~rea•nt94 !..n triend-

171 Po•1~iY• taah1oa~ tae1 uau& 17 ar. ne.aed 'Hebraw•tt or 

"Iaraali•ff•" IA •ew 'i'••~ae.n\ leasua, 'tth•.re the prevaillq 

a"ltitu4• ia nege.1i1•• ucl uatrien.dl1'+ "J•wa' 1• the e~aonl7 

.... ._.... •in•• taat u th• nu• 1A u.a• tod.&7 • th• vat!lol ie 

aiu4e.i• ia ilk•~ ~o 11all0cii::.t• J :va .. 1~n the cot!ll1et c!e::-cribe4 

ia the l•v reatataeat) but Rot wi~ t~• 11Yillg pe~pl• to wha. 

k4 reY•al-4 diaaelf • •ho upheltl e't'•n th.cough ::.artyrdo• the 

tai'*h i.a th• QJUI and liYia& God w&icn aa4• Cb.2'1•,iaaity poa•1'1•. 

'l.h.• atu4Ul°' ia J1Dt ...... tna.ffieieatl.r aware t!l.~t the " .... ebew•;i 

e..ra4 'la.r.•11'••,- who are p~hAD•d !or ~~•~r leyalty u.ad '...-c•ioa 

'10 Godt u. ttbe #atAfl peoJ. l• a.a the .Tewa. 

~--Y••ping g•n•rali~atioa, 0YeJ.1111..a1li!ieLticn ac4 ¥e.P'tial~t~ 

1» the u .. ~t ~tu.•• n•~• LQI.lo be~n reeowiizc~ by ~etoln n ~• 

•tialut11 tox a.att• ..,..•1•ie -.tti tud.e .. r. ~1:\1# 1/J;.t!i.&r ?ratfcrd i ' r. 

ttaher, alraaf.7 ... t»tioneti a• ere o! tht t...::.t ... !.cui ~ntholiec co> 

&erAed witlt. ~n• i.ap~et o! suh aatt-.ti~l on. tha idndA or atudut•, 

quot•'· ... n ol>jecti '"'~'lble pusa:r~ :f'rc• a Catholie te•tbeo.ti 

~'.l"be J~~s, on tc~ ~ Rtri...r~ t 01 +n~ b~d ln.fl•erce 

of 'their pri4• ._.,,1 bypC\<"r1. ay h1 nct•r•d the s.r.reed 

et ihe kaoYl•dg• oz Go4 ••Ong other n~tion8.#30 

OomJB•fitO f&the~ ~art 

•rat&nt17i the ~ro)1~~ ~&r~ io t~a b~~d ~w•ep in 

th• auth•r'• a'••-ntt h1• lac.a. ot oar• 1a t~e 
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1. ft• lewt..a lae.e.qrellDA ot CAri•tiU1'1' i• e.r•e:o. s.p.oret. 

~ C•thollo• an lus•l7 ua"an .r a.tatlaait7•• 

lwta Miete. Soae »&aN6•• P.•• ta. ~- t*at 

'~• 11-.1. t1f. ••• ate\ 11.r.n.ou t• i.b• Cai;atlie Olruch. 

"a.D iaap1.red ... whoa • -. .. '4> wri.•• tlt.• 

4il1'•rut -•ll•r l!iooka wll.1.Aah •a,.riH 1t ~ 

Kw.j/. ra... eaa w a. 4oll~ tu•~. •~14 au•• 
thuk tu Catkol1e ChJU.roG~ to~ the li~l•• • 43 

2. l'lt.•H u• M ret•~•• 4- .r..t&l• •• a i.1111~ after 

ih• ~nA or ci..i.111idit7. levlal religtQ• pne•i•Mt 

hol~ 4qa, •M., u. •••orlMf ••11 t.a tb• hater& •1 

ta• AU1o."t »u•. ?he Caactli• eh4ot; i• 11•• tu 
ia»Ma•iOA th-.~ J"4d• •• a fa1't t ettUed. to nln vi.tit 

•i.. t•u4ic1 ol Ob.riatiaai_,., u- ritil ts1. •• 4"tn•t1oa et 

'he f-pl•. !i"h• leva ol la,•r as•• thu are .... t• 
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•beu8h Oath•lio• ~•11•.,.. Olui.•tittait7 to b4t th• t JlZ1ll• 

••n ot l•d.ai•• i• t!l•~ aet a rea~ouibUit~ •o ••H• 
tu• JdU• .,,atSav.•• u a UYiq laithf 

~. ~ em.ala ot tM15a,. l"'•" pku .. .t: tl'-.tu Ai•'-~ 

aM pre--.t.t u • t•l•• ll&b.•• Ju> uapl•s 

•fh• J••· .. "llgi•Ai•••· -··· •• , ••\J ... -
'1la S~aaiall l&pj.•ltiu.. lu' onl7 •• M:pti ... 

man..~. taoWA ...... Ha~•· lews no R-1'H'1.._. 

tll•1r •wa Mllcton ,, .... ne' .-o1•n•ct• Jevi•k 

..aelan ... 1i ~ba- aaq Jwe, ot .Uir O'Wll f~ 

will, u ... rMM th• Catl\olio Clniroll, v-. ~'i•M.• 



h!Hn 
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toU.vM ~•'lloli• pl'a•ti.•••• 7n ._.. i.MJ.uu• ... 44i 

It 1• ut Matio:tH~4 'that J.wa no p»•t1•" "*llei~ 

.wa "11cie& wen •n•rel7 ~l••t-4 ~ th• ctrll 

•..U~1tl•• tl ao• liJ tl1• Chlu'cll.. lleat ISanAM• 

e011Yen.i • .aot of '1ltd ... ova tne will, .-. G4v 

Jlft9MIN aat th• 'th»•at ot ez.P•laloa. 

fn3 ..i41o94 'tea.cl-iJla!' :ibc11t 3ns u th'! MtN'i&le exaaiaeC 

~ •• tall iJl"to oertain ca'beg-.... .Iites 

l. ...laa.1.•~• iatU"preta,iOQ (••&•, •l• .a4. 

ffllM'iiY• NSpoui\111'1 flt tile .Je•a !'OZ' tu 

en.11'id.oa1 t•lc14•i "cvaM p .. pl••i J•v• 

H~-'tHl lt7 Id). 

2. O'tr-*iapltn.a,1•u aa4. aweepb.g •'-•--•• (•·••• 

4uor1p•1• et tk• ~ .... t Jj&riiali'Q' .b the 

ut ot ... taa •1ewa"). 

'• ti.Jut •r U..ourat• eoapari•_. (••I•• tll• nliglM 

ot 1•" ••· ~· :1'•11-1 .. ot l.•••>· 
4. la'Y141e•• ... er laac~ <•·•·• •ea:r-a.1. J•.,.,• 

8bl"4Vd.r•'7 Jn110
) .. 

~. c.iaal•• <••i•t tulure to»~' JU..1• as a. 

l1Yil&g religioa). 
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aa4. Aake a -.04kez'f ~ JU:a• (X•'r•wa 6i6). ~ ~ilt 

ae-.. aon dOaou 1• '" •ka lD \Ile 1 ... , •S...• ...,.. 
.. d.1.Dg '° ~· '•••1..Jao~ .r tb.• •au "'""'l•t •tr 
tM;r u.t. n..a it, tJM;r wuld aner M.Te •n...Ui.M the 

lien .i P.r.1"' (I ooda'Jd•a• ai&); w~l• •• •• a. 
... .....,, pn~ ... 1-c k now 11a, 79• 4~ n. •7 

9U M'1M81 .... ia .... 801.'' '° lq 'ft.bat Mn'& 
oa Ua. 

• ••• ~ of all •.all• U4 eoUiti ... "" •1a~•H4 

~tU.r ... t••~ ~ uaK• n4 acaiut ld• aui•'' 
(.f•elu 212). O.W•• aJld l-.u wen '1le ...tn...n. 
-.. •then, ~ ainl•ten ot Ria I'aaai.a.i lahe be

Vaiw' 1.1.a, F•-.r uue4 iu.. aac! .._ ftJ9t 4••.ene«. 
II• .•J ......... 

.. r an w• dai.b4tltl ot Ill• Qa..Ul1• tenes *t.• e.H ••~1ri.ng 

ff487 l•~ 1na•u ~aruo7 "•• Clu-181:1..na .- ~we. 

K.mli••l raeu1 
1'Aa~ ~· Qkuo~ 1• eaa.n* ulto.a• !l•r 11'tl.._. u .. ,~,. 

•••• 'Wwut. 11on.--Ca.Uli .. 1• 1ad..16atitt b7 ••rh.1.A •baq•• u the 

11~ ~ ~tne tM lut •ix 7•e.ra. ?ta.u, 1D 19,5, tub~ 

Coacr•a••tea et lii'•• rd.aUiM .... iu •lutw• MM! .ru ~ 
3.,,. cun..a1 -. '"' lntq MPY1c•; aM.. i• 1958, attu tM ..

••aei•a ot i-'0»• Jou llIU, ref'•HS•• w "J>•.rf1d.1 l\a.Cu1• a.tt4 

"puflil• JU.&14&" ••n ~•ed tz.o. 'll• ho4. .r.n...,. p~-.J•· .t. 
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1959, ta• .fellowing ••~E.oc. ~•• dzetl>pe4 troa 'h.• .A.o• of Coaae

eraUOA ot 'fke HuaaD lao• (c•l•b.r•ffd u ~ul o~ *9 l1aaa ot the 

.:ae.red. leen, '-h• .lleaai.Jlg ot tit.• Hol.7 liMU-uen•• the P•u• ot 

CU!•• .a. llq1 and oa tne ti.rs• 1ri4B.T of e.-. ao.u\ta)t 

•laeok~ til\all.7, witil •1•• ot pit~ up~n '1\e ellildzell 

ot \ha' rao• which vu 1or so lone a tlae t117 cho••A 

&fftl•t ad l•t 'thy .8lo~4. wJUeh 11aa emc• invoked 

upon. ~· ill •ena•aacu~, uv d•••••G 11..i' >A •h• alH 
in• alea.n.iag tle)Od •t ~ed.a.pti~• «!ad. •tel'aal l1t••q 

.fiaall,-, 1A l~, tiUa sqtu.e• waa 4.ro'~" ho• '-b• .B•p'.1 .. oz 
CoaT•rt•.c 

"laAln•n• J~caa per.tidiu • na;>\le "l•bni.eu 

._,erai1~1on••·· 

£•¥!'.!'~• bz JQ!lge 

~ liolJ' .lM'a n••-tl.7 ezpr•••ff. aeaait1•1v Mt tlh• ~~e-

&11-l• aU-:l•ai Ue int.ee'pr•ta,ioa or noh .ret"r•ao•• 1& alau-ed 

lt7' Ce.'3a•lie thi:a..~•~•, ltoth iD. ...nro,,. ai:t4 •ha Uzd.ted Jta••·•· 
l:1 e.t"ti•l•a. "cwt•••• lechrea °' 'boob., sellela. -.. 

~lO&iaas lu.T• QAlled ro~ .~.D~· iA C••h.olio .... hi.a& ~here 

i' ~·• upon J•~•• ~or great•~ •ailt.aa1• on '11• •lo .. 'bctA4a 

lHt*wffS l•4aiaa aad OU-ia•t.auit71 1'•~ • atfl~aati.oD. •f tO.• lftiall 

r-oota ·Ot ~tiuJ..• aad tu J•wi•b.M•• of l•n.a1 1u a tl"tlU 

ia'-rp2'ek'1oa OS ta• :r ... 1011 .. which wlll place •u reapcnaa1~l.1t,
iutea4 et lqi.ag it ~n tile Jewia 

!>"Pl•• 

A ooaprehansiye suz.e7 ot va,holio teso~lng• ai..o.' lew•• 
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- ha. Pal lierna, S • .D.S-. (ht 91bHfM •a..nti•M• '' I• 
•MAI .!I 61.MlJ.l•:t ruia 1$), w aln.e, lMea .. ti. ...... 

•mm "' -~esam 
--~t.c 1 ..... MuiJ1c • c..-.U.-lewJ.d i-el*U.,.. 11...-. 

ff-. ti.a --~ .. t• •t •••~•eat• \f 8Ullaft Oarii.U tuldlllfJJt. Aftlt

'Wi•...., ., ...._i J.UlU. o • .a ... 1 1.1....rt •• ..., d M.ll•t nap. 

Aar1-• ... ~...... ••»p •1 u.i :r ..... Jen •· o•BH.a 

~ .. -. »..- ~'ffn1'7 cv.•i..A.h :r • ._ ..i.a. tdop. '· 1 .. , 

.aA .-.n. 
bpat•~Ml U •wYW&l ccutri• &ft 'WN'ktl\g tor-~ 

nl.att ... NWMa. a.-.~_. ,. ... - u. a.pl•~ -th eoe
.tlra'8nl&al hllto-0.ri..tM.- ill A.Jt.-aiaa., Md.~1- hil•...OW.-.. .... 

111 ~"' ....... c .... u. ~ ~ Z....•l u ~ ......... 

MM.MN.m 
~ .... ,_ hM ..... 41....... 1• .. lbU ..... ._ ...... 

ia *" i..n ~ ~u. .... a... - -.:&UP IY&!l! ac 
"MM • .,.. - ... la .. ·-1 --~' ., ... o •• -.u.. Ubu7 

M•••la•la.. 

A »~-.1. a C..-011....Jwtp nl&Ueu, lpfll!i•< er 
JlatmM •• k91WiM1 .Bl!!J1!!.M!..Altn.Jll, jM ¥M' 
tetMat» Mt.Md! ~t• ll&.W ""-'"' (Jin! ... ) y ,UU•W 

ta.....,.. 
Ia ea~lia DUe•Mll ~ ~ ••w, pod.Un .qpn-.lll 

J.a "11..ot.4 hea •"- w .... OM nA ,OlieaU.CID f~~ tFUQl.9 

-



- Z'1 .. 

nlatM th• ~into iadtl' to tile Jwisa Puao••r, &a4 eoa

timl••• 
•20 ~ - wi'thwi rea•:Yattoa - ta.at \'ll• Jn• 

nJ"~M. ov ...o.td 1a to tors•• •ll• na..,.. ~ 

au•l.•u itt -.uq -.:1'17 Cla.riatlaa ee~at.1.oa v .. 

.1 .. 1ak. BL• biallopa ot tMq art ue AM••.on 

•I la Jn• (or 14, coud.Dg l--.1 aa4l ~) •• •. 

11le Ie,pe• 0£ tll• ... 114dle ,..._ e• .. t••4 pne"••i.ona 
•t Jeva - b.ollldiaa i-•nffu•J.ou 1>7 •ld4e~. Bu• 

-.ovcJa. Catboliea, 1adiTi.k'9.1 •lDU' lul•tM.. pan1-

c1;atecl 14 pennu•i•a - ffelt ot $h• rhJ•ioal kiJlt -

.. to l•••• a l.aatJ.ac ni•,.rttet ia tht Iliad• of 1..-. •••• 

1'o a•e14 evn tae a;;~• ot aleM.•.ri ~ Jolul 

XI.Ill U.pp ... '11.• ••• ·~t!Ue J\ttaeia• .fro. the 

u~ •£ Cieo4 ~ •••• C• *- n•• ot u• 4o l•••• 
\l\U ian• •1••• tba ~r.F '• elia1••'• •lu4.u .f"9 

on wo.l'U ... 14•49 abcn1i Jp•"l .. 46 

l't wotid ut be '"~•l ta awggea,, hov..,..r. that thia 

peeit1•• •\ti.ft.fl• 1'u MU. a4.Qpted D1' tM ~~holi• PH•• .. 

a whOle. 



1'h.• •tt1t~d•s of O.~h011t.t>tovara Jew• &ac1 Judaias. t~4.aq' 

.. en&• all t;ba vq !res rore•i~h~ u4 uaderatand1~, u •xpr .. atd. 

111 "a• etfor-tas ol 1-oi.• Jeha lillI u.d: certatn. C•~Uc l•adu-a1 

-o ,ace-old boatilit1't Y1~~1n.gly or unv1tting17 k•p' aliT• 111 

• .., pan• or the ~ lntreb ~ouun1v. 

~ aoral obligatio.a. or r•li~io~ to 1.Jlapire loT• .all:d 

n•l*I• for ell 'the 41lllb• or Go4• •a well -• tu n•-4 for 

\Ulit' la a world ~hr•aten•4 "1' ••t•~•l~ .ad totalital."l.ian 

•p;reaaloa, 1hmau al\ md to nlig1ou$ i-reau-'1c•a tha' hav• 

ee&rred the re1&•1onah1p ,,_'1f•fll \atb~lica and l.w.a tor •al&1' 

a•••z-aitou. 

?o ~lift tlt•t a •ririt or !004 will -tewe.rd ~•01,le •l 

other ~aitha 11&7 ab.ate •h• Rt1 ... • ~b c r,BllVJ11t7,. 11• 

:Hep.atMl1 :-•~••• .. ill ~~!v•t• aad. \diboo.t k'Ut-l1e1t'7t 

l'tl•• 81• Rel1n••~. ~P• Joea X:.~III, ••u•• ~r•~ia• 
41.neti••• to l>a iapef t~m tb• V'•tiod - 'tbJ:O~ 

~piiopria~e abe.iuwtla au4 ~cco~ to eataaliah .. 

•••hod• -- fer 1atroT111g Catholic li~ r•gar<!iJ:aS 

;_.,,, and Jllt.ai•t u«. •ll~\)ttgh. a proo••• Qf sel.f-atu.d3 

aad ••lt .... o:rnotioa udertu• a va.riou• ~o:unt.i:"i••-. 

for cleaaaiag all Ca~holic edaeat1ona1 p~~l~~atiallJI 

ead k1"0$~•• 01 i.aaco11.rate, 41atorie1, tle~d•roua 

or pHJudiced. atatea•nt• vhich :r-etle•t upoa Jew• 

oolle~tiY•l7. 
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tu.t w.. P"O•• ~ .. ...._,, •• ~ .....u.a..s • 
,.altlYe 1Mluat1 ... • '" pldrt •t th Va.'4.•aa• 

•anl.ap .. •• ~lnills qiri-..1 •oalriK"1• 

•t l•v• as4 ~ ... to th• ~11110~• Yal••• of 
etrilS....•1.U. tile -:hvell' • i••Uc ,...~,!.•• tla&' 

~ UNl Ul4 a~lritul llte et ldd.• la ri.'al ... 

•MUm»erUT wud. u me!!! ,., •ur .. , 'tM .ia.1Un• 

••l•• ~ .. J ........ •p1•1ffalq .. rilNU 
,...J.e W.N• e6il'tft'9PieD M e1YllJ.aat1 .. aa4 ftlisUa 

-4ff. ......_, tua'Rri•• -c•· 
"•• ••••• o1 tM J.ao1...a J..a...ll O-i''" ...... a». va•~ 

tl• ,..,.... t. t•mrias ooo,.rattoa U4 u&•~•t-..tb« •nra 
•Uaiou Miil n.iel poqa 1A tu Ua1te4. S.atN - lMlin• 

\a&-. ** tap""--' d Ca*'>l1e "MJU.q• •'bo•" .._ IStte l• • 

.._., tfaa• •1 ••••tou PJ.:ortue• '9 tile spiritiwl ltM11'. tJI ......... 
w• a.ff ~ a. -.n1" nal--t&17 atWSioa, ...... ,_,. 

.......... -4 8Jmtlo •"P•Ml•• i..t' fft•••~•4t dd tG pl.ee• 

_. .. nt... aa4 Hao'U'•• -' -. il•soMl ot ...,. d'ton ..s. .... 

Mk•tit ~r•hu -4. 



.. 
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i. P•;• P1u XI, addr•n ts ielglan. l>ilgrlaa, _,.p\.Uar 1.938. 

2. .Pal Deann, .LA\ &,\11(• S!!!!. !A ~tt•t.ne•• eU.t49!!t 

(¥ai-iei C~ers ~iolU.eaa, 195~). P• 6. 

j. J•ha l. tt.ac ad o~ers, PA£.Yt~!f1!z J!! .,.-Jriet ('tM 

Ca..,,ll• S.eial Std!•• .. •ri••; hw toas ~ad..li•~. IM.t 

l~), P• 65?. 

4. l.et1s~ tna :rata•r Butau ff DI". Mo••• J~ ot .- Aael'1.c• 

.J•wiah C-'.tt"t ftq 26• 19.5-<• 

~. M.J1.M vJ.th CKlt* 1 114 8fit•l l!l.1d•• Ccnu~•t ! 
(C1'.ri.•t1M Bnilh•.r• h~ll•••toat '" "-·• .,UQU, .u..n.
•ot•i h. M111'7* • Coll•I• rn•• l.95'7), ~·~ 32. 

•· lo• .X..tur• Chu.r@ IJ.!t•n (lew lorlu Jus!.ger Bro•., IM. , 

1~5) P• '1· 

?. 7.Jyin~ •6~ Cbla•t Co.r•t I, P• C"t7. 

8. - ru.t~' P• 251. 

9. D:i4.1 P• 246. 

10. n.i4 •• P• 25?. 

11. lAoa .'l. tscleil aM. H-4•l•iae A.U'01l, fht Kew !! It••• 
(!!le J117s~ioal BMJ" of ~llri•t _.eriea ot S•lisio11.S 1enM>o.Ut 

Pa\er.oa, In Je~se71 St. ~tho~ G\Lild. P.ttffa, lS.50)~ I>• 39. 

12. Ion c. DRP•~t7, 9!•llJ!•s !! U)l• ... tag (••v Iorks ?ll• 

Jraee hll>liehiag Collp•rq, l,_7) 9 P• 101. 

q.., ..- JT.aou •· c .. eill.1. lt'US0•1 R2"!£U• -4 i'£a&'i1•• 

, (Ckieapi !.o7ol.a fJn1T•ra1-,. 1~•••• 19~) .. "W~ 

l•. l~DH Jti!ll Cb:!i•'• Ceu~M l, p. l,O. ----- -
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15. Deqhez-Q', 2£• !a•t pp. ~l-92. 

16. Geerge lohl'lson, Je=o•e L. aann.n and ~iat•r H. ~ol'U..JU.o•, 

l!'-1• &•torz (l!l•w Ycr-k 1 .&usigu Sroa,. • IMs .. , l ~ 31) , 

PP• , ... ,. 

11. !!~l!• !•r t••'ue11~, trealatetl. i. . B4a.lt1 K.no:.w: {Loa4;iat 

Ae9' 6 1l-.M, 1~54-)· ?:h• ..-e1••• aoaaaA$n \lpca reU..1 •u 
1• go•• ao ha~ •~'11 1h• t~•• taat 1• 8\411. grco~, vlla• 

will ~eeoae ot '51'1• '"• that :us al.R•ar.b \lli•d up?"' 

ia. 11!!!• the ••r"•• 8el111&atff llpQ r••4t ".oe uto 7U\lt 

.Ser1bft• an4 rhu1ae•• ••• 1t ::..11 t~ 7ou •• e«Ka)'lai• 7ou 

latllea''• ~••k.oa..ng." 

19. !ll t.H• l,'fl••~t •~lai.ne4 1'7 Jo••pia r. -t•tau (Jb"ooltl~, 

••w ferk• Oordrail•Z1li'7' of 'lu rrecU.Clll• 'lloed, 1,56), 

P.P• 269-?0. 

20. W.vi!I !l!!l Gbrlna .Iii& t@o!J i•llAA•• C?v•• ,m 
(Mlf'1at1an k•U.ra .:11t.liaa•i0ti.J J:Jll4 ••• l -~~ ft1-.

•'•• a,. 11917•• eollege Fnaa. 1958), P• 140. 

21. l)1•·· p. 141. 

22. l•JmMa., !a• !!!•, P• •5a• 

a,. Jei'~!M d.U 9U:l•tt ~'!Pt !• P• 2,). 

.... !1;!4., ~· 2''· 
15. 1uuc !&» ~i!1• lljl,\\ ~PM!! #•J.\ecft C••r~.! !! 

(C.ut••lu bothers !llbl1$e'1on1 244 ed.1 vinoae, ~ 

eota1 )t. Jlal7'• Collop .Pre••• 1958), p .. 01. 

a. x.... !.t.• .,,,., ., p ... 21. 

2"). &l?iM Wi.Ul yH',&•!· ~.! .!llt p. l~ .. 

aa. 1'nes sttt fan•'!= 9:!!!9• !, p. 12., 
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2'· JOI>. 7. •oll, F9iih .!!!1 l!! O?!P'H (.i•llgloa alld Li~•, 

I T•l. I; 71;.h 8' .. ' 1W:atiq1~ !H.1.ana1 Oar JQD.dq 'li~J.1011 

•r•aa, 1950), »• 216. 

JO• So~• u• idetil1•4 _,. ,1r*~•r ft.Uer. 

Jl. TJ>atton .P. Kala•:r• "As ~ath.ol1c ..okcol O\U"'Ricul• atiC. 

p .. 121. 

U."riA1 "J.'lL CH\tSi 22E!t lll• P• 163. 

l.19!1 ~ Cli~ia's (i!U•• !• ii• ~)8. 
L1fiY lliY! 2H!llt COUae ll!t R• 215. 

F-.l J>eaus• ~ Oatttll!M ol\r-eti!M• ll !! l;?•upl,! !! !! 
11~~· (Fu-ia' ~ald•r• ~oaieu, ..1952), J>• 75. 

36. .u~on:r J. J'l;raa9 ~.,.,. I~ en11 ....orette aa4 '1otb.u ftU7 

~-. A!. B11t1e.g !!, .2£ :Ip th { '41l• \..a.~llollc lUp ~l 

ileligioa .. •ri••s lew IqRks Ja4Uq, In~. t l ' f49)i P• 71 

,7. Boll, 2i.• ei•·• ;. 224. 

~. 1 .... •· O•r1Mt''' x ••• 111sai4ou u4 J..U~Jl3 L. oa•uiaer, 
vein*yitz !!! Qt1U!~l1'-! (TM C•tboUe ..,001al ~tw1••• 

.... eri11a4 B•w York1 .ua4lie.r, Illo., l~'l), P• 96. 

~"· ao11, !2• a!·, P• J~. 

40. Laux, !i.. -!.!!• • _.... ~. 

(•&ahinatom, L. ~.i ~. Ja•holi.c ~iblical ...ae~c~a,ion 

•f Aae~1ea--?h.4t ca•holie CD.1.Tcrai t7 ot ..aerie••) 



[end] 

Original documents 
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THE AMERICAN .JEWISH COMMITTEE 

AJC'• Program in Catholic-~ewieh Relations 

A.JC is participating in three types of activities in coopera

tion with tJte highest personalities in the Vatican. All of these 

activities are interrelated. 

1 Civic Unitv -- The American Council for the International Pro-
motion o!Dilllocracy under dOd ' ' 

This ls part of a civic movement whose aim is to bring to

gether' men of all faiths to foster the spirit of civic unity. Ite 

theme is a simple one - "Civic Unity and Preedom Under Ood." It 

aeeks to "overc19 the hatreds of the past" and "build peace with 

love ••• understancltbg and respecting him whom we love and therefore 

hie opinions •• well." These are its atma as enunciated by Cal'!dinal 

Bea in whoae honor the American Council sponsored the meeting on 

civic unity on Monday, April 1, 1963. 

Thia moveaeftt is iftternational; counterpart Councils exist in 

France and Brasil, and efforts are being t'llade to launch similar or

gani•ationa ln other countries. Members of all religious faiths, as 

well as unbelievers and secular humanists, are eligible, even wel

comed, to join. The chie.f instrument of thie movement is t:he Inter

national University of social Studies Pro Deo in Rome, for which the 

councils overseas eeek to mobilize support . 

The degree to which this movement ts dedicated to the improV&...... 

ment of intergroup relations, may be judged by the descriptive mater

ial in the pro~aia of the April let meeting as well as by the eelec

tion of speakers on that occasion. .,{Exhibit A) Thia indicates how 
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much can be gained for improving intergroup relations by cooperation 

with thts movement which is capable ot enlisting the public support 

of such important persons. The public acknowledgement by Mr. Grace 

at the me•tlng of A.JC• a contribution to_ l~~ _work ta an indica,ion of 

the growing aceeptaace on their part of A.JC leadership in the...!fte1~ 
of intergroup relations. In brief, these people, new to this field, 

are willing and eager to utilize our experience in helping them ad· 

vance the cause of civic unity9 in which they ,are interested. 

The comaon prayer in 1.5 languages, which was an integral part 

of the eveaing•e program, represents a high mark in r~liglous emley 

reaching fa be)'oad the occasion of thle one meeting. In fact, the 

meeting f.teelf muet alao be regarded aa an achievement since it per

fected a f ol'IS:at of cooperation among di~rae groups and will be du

plicated aa f:ar aa possible in other regions of the country. 

That thl• movement baa the support of the highest Vatican prel

ates -- cardinal Cieognani, Papal Secretary of State. Cardinal Bea 

and the Pope ld.mself, :la demonatratecl by the attached telegr• from 

the Vatican. (EJdiibit B) 

ll Religlou.e Confrontation 

stnee tba calling of the Ecumenical Council by, Pope John 

XXItl in 19.59 A.JC has been involved with the highest Vatican author• 

itiee in 4ts~eton cleelgned to aid Catholica in their examination 

of catholic teaching regarding Jews and .Judaism. Three scholarly 

memoranda ba\re been submitted to the appropriate Ecumenical 
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Commlsaien dealing with these matters. As a consequence, His Eminence 

.Augustin cardinal Bea 4urf.ng hie recent visit to the U.S. agreed to 

diacuas ln coaeiderable detail hia viewa reguctlng the issues raised 
a.. 

by the AJO memorandalh. In preparatioR for this historic meeting an 

exchange of memoranda took place between Mr. Danzig of AJC al\d 

Pather Scbaidt, Secretary of Hie Emineftce Cardinal Bea, the purpose 

of which was to ~larify the raatte.ra to be discussed _and to make al'"• 

rangement• fer the appropriate Jewish religtoue leaders and eeholara 

to take pal"t in 4iecuaaions. (See att'ached memorandum to Father 

Morlion whieh explaf.u in detail AJC'a role in this matter. (Ex-
(Dr Abraham Joshua Peschel, ~oted J~ish theologian and a pro

hibit C) f essor at the Je~1ish Theological Seminary, collaborated with AJC 
in the submission of the scholarly memoranda and ~oined one of 

Three things were essential for tbl• •eeting: AJC's delegations to 
Cardinal Bea at th~ Vatican ) 

a) An agread-upon aet of 4Ua•tiona. These were f1rst 

agreed upon in telephone conversation between A.JC and Fath~ Schmidt 

and later n.bmittecl in writf.ng. 

b) A representative group ot prominent Jewish reli.gioue 

~·r~e~L~?Jrequired to aeet Wh Cardinal Bea. (kc... 

c) The Vatican needed to be assured of utmost secrecy. 

The dlecusaien lasted approximately lt hours. '1'he questions it 
- \ 

dealt with are eontalned in the attache4 memorandum CExhibi~ I)). 1. 

It 'Willet be under~oocl that this wee a eensu.ltation rather than a 

meeting to negotiate dlfterences. tt was an historic occasion, 

being the first time that a Card~nal visited an institution 8\lch as 

the AJC, and doubtless the first time at which profound theological 

issues of auch ill.port to Catholic-Jewish relations were discueaed by 

responaible pereone, though the dlscuasione were conducted in an un

official and inform.al manner. It was OUl" feeling at the conclusion 
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' of the dleeuaaton that e•er, effort vae beiftg made by these liberal 

force• within the Clmrch with whom we were ln communication to 

brtng about a eigniftcant clarification of Catholic teaching regard• 

lng Jews and Juclaisa. with great potetatlal benefit to bo~h cOUllllUftl• 

ties. It was essential that the conficleatlality of these meetings 

be maintained since so much depends upon t~ proper timing tn bring

ing Jewish concerns before the Ecumenical council. 

III International University of Social Studies Pro Deo 

A.JC cooperation with the International University in Rome 

has the following purposeaz 
... 

a) The Uni.eraity le the vehlele through which commna\cation 

ts maintaf.aed with the Vatican on matters that are of deep concern 

to us. sut>port of the 1Jnivereity la therefore vitally lml>ortant. 

b) The U1\f.•ersf.ty also conducte a program of research, and 

teaching in the field of lnt•rgroup relatione, reaching out to highly 

placed churchmen, df.p1.omats and polltloiane in varioua eountrles. 

The A.JC Chair on Intergroup Relations at present filled by Otto 

Klineberg, prominent social psychologle~, represents a permanent 

eontributioa to the development of greater interest in intergroup 

relations in aoaae, in church circles and in University and govern

me~tal circles elsewhere in Europe. 

4/4/63 
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