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AMERICAN REVOLUTION
BICENTENNAL
ADMINISTRATION

May 21, 1976

Rabbi Marc H Tanenbaum
National Director
Inter-Religious Affairs
American Jewish Committee
165 Bast 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum

The Bicentennial Conference on Religrous Iaberty 1s now over
From all that I have heard -- bolstered by my own personal feelings
-- 1t was a great success, far exceeding anything which we dared
expect

As one of the Conference speakers, you played an important
part in this success For this, I truly wish to extend appreciation
-- my own as well as that of the Conference Planning Committee  As
an indication of the seriousness taken by all, i1t 1s noteworthy that
not one speaker had to cancel out at the last minute' And every
address 1t seemed to me was unique in 1tself and injected a2 major
dimension into the total thinking of religious liberty

To say now that the Conference 1s over and cur work concluded
18, of course, to be farcical The concern for religious liberty is
never finished Iaberty i1s scarce across the world and 1s a fragile
flower, easily crushed even here in our land

Our purpose in a real sense was to lift this up to attention

In this I believe we achieved some success and the ripples from the
Conference will be expanding for a long time For your role in this,
Most sincerely,

again, we thank you

Francis G
Conference
FGB/err
philodelphia Bicentennial
s oy FRANCIS G BROWN CHAIRPEASON % REV LAVONNE ALTHOUSE # RABBI CHARLES LACKS # BISHOP MARTIN N LOHMULLER % Tithiea ol

REV WILLIAM J SHAW VICE CHAIRPERSONS % WILLIAM B MILLER SECRETARY % RUFUS CORNELSEN TREASURER s NANCY L NOLDE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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May 16, 1975

Rabbr Marc H Tanenbaum
National Director
Inter-Religious Affairs
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Rabbi1 Tanenbaum

| was pleased to hear from Rabbi Mortis V Dembowitz
that you are considering our i1nvitation to present one of the
major addresses to the Bicentennial Conference on Religious
Liberty to be held here 1n Philadelphia, April 25-30, 1976.
You may recall that sometime ago you Kindly agreed to the use
of your name as a member of the National Committee for the
Conference.

As perhaps Rabbi Dembowitz told you, plans have moved
rapidly ahead since then In January, the Protestant/0Orthodox,
Roman Catholic, and Jewish commumities of Philadelphia agreed
to cooperate 1n the sponsorship and support of the Conference,
the first such joint venture 1n this city The Conference will
1involve some 400 persons and will be the only national event,
to our knowledge, dealing with 1ssues of religious liberty and
freedom of conscience.

Specifically, we 1nvite you to be the main speaker at
the morning session on Wednesday, April 28, on the topic,
liContemporary |ssues of Church/State Relations!' This address
will be followed by three shorter speeches dealing with different
aspects of the theme The three speakers scheduled here will be
the Constitutional lawyer, William Ball, on the topic '"Religious
Liberty and Education", Dr John Raines, Assistant Professor of
Religion at Temple Umversity, on '"Religious Liberty and the
Distribution of Power', and Dr. Elwyn Smith, Provost of Eckerd
College, Florida, on "Cival Religion'.

I will not presume to suggest what 1ssues you might
wish to speak to 1n your address, should you accept our invita-
tione Perhaps 1t will be helpful, however, for you to know
something of the background of Planning Committee discussions.

FRANCIS G BROWN CHAIRMAN
REV LAVONNE ALTHOUSE % RABBI CHARLES LACKS + BISHOP MARTIN N LOHMULLER # REV WILLIAM J SHAW VICE CHAIRPERSONS
WILLIAM B MILLER SECRETARY s REV RUFUS CORNELSEN TREASURER # NANCY L NOLDE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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We started with the premise that First Amendment guaran-
tees speak to considerably broader 1ssues than those normally
1dent1fied with traditional 1ssues of church/state relations,

1.e , that the demandsof contemporary society move the meaning of
religious liberty far beyond traditional concerns for freedom of
worship and from ecclesiastical entanglements. We further under-
stood that religious liberty--with 1ts natural derivatives of
freedom of speech and action--1s both the ground and guardian of
all other liberties and i1nseparably related to them The full
and umimpaired right to think and believe freely 1s the basis of
all economc, social, educational, political, and legal rights.

A phrase 1ntroduced 1nto our discussions by Dr. Franklin
Littell, Conference program co-chairman, was ''soul liberty', as
used by William Penn. Dr. Littell defined this as 'the affirma-
tion of the i1ntegrity of the human person and his right, i1ndivid-
vally and 1n community, to make his own ultimate commitments."

We have also been concerned with the fact that religious
liberty can exist only where other liberties are also achieved
and that one cannot speak of 1t apart from the functional freedoms
such as right of assembly and association, right to own property,
freedom to teach, and the access to accurate i1nformation.

| trust these few comments will be helpful. They are
not meant 1n anyway to be restrictive. Either Rabbi Dembowitz
or Rabbi1 Lacks, both of whom are Planning Committee members, will
be able to give you further information and | would be pleased to
talk with you about 1t, 1f you wish,

The enclosed background material provides additional
information We are suggesting your speech be 40 minutes. Honorar-
1um would be $300. We would also pay your travel, hotel, neals,
and related costs. While we recognize the pressures of your
schedule, we are asking all speakers to participate, 1f at all
possible, as full Conference members for 1ts duration.

Under Conference auspices, we are setting up a Speakers
Bureau to schedule talks by Conference leaders to area churches,
synagogues, and community groups. A special emphasis will be on
the two days preceding the opening of the Conference, April 24-25,
which will be marked 1n the Philadelphia area as Religious Liberty
Sabbath and Religious Liberty Sunday. Should you agree to be a
speaker, we would like your permission to list your name on the
Bureau roster Local groups would then be asked to get i1n touch
with you directly to make the necessary arrangements and set
honoraria.

We are negotiating with a publisher 1n New York for a
volume of Conference papers, and would also need to know 1f you
have any royalty agreements with any firm which might conflict
with these arrangements.
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in addition, we would need up-to-date biographical
information and a recent photograph for use in Conference
publicity. We hope further that you would be able to make
available a copy of your speech text, not later than April 1,
1976, so that we could make 1t available in advance, with the
proper embargo, to the press and to speakers following you at
the same session.

On behalf of the Conference Committee, may | express
the sincere hope that you will be able to address the Conference
on this major topic. We shall look forward to hearing from you
soon.

Sincerely yours,
Nancy L. Nolde

Executive Director

NLN td
Enclosures

cc Rabb1 Morris V Dembowitz
Rabbi Charles Lacks



The attached '"Statement of Understanding'' concerning the
develcpment of Conference program has been approved by the officials
of the Metropolitan Christian Council, the Roman Catholic Archdiocese

of Philadelphia, and the Board of Rabbis of Greater Philadelphia.



STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING

BICEWTENIJAL CONFERTNCE ON Rel IGIOUS LIBERTY

The Bicentennial Coifircace on Religious Laiberty wvill be a national
six=dzy event to be held 1n Fhiladeiphia April 25-30, 1976, It wall convene
400 rcligious laberty scholars, historians, clergy, academicians, rights
leaders, and others frow across thoe nation.

The purpose of the fonfercnce wi1ll be two fold 1) to celebrate
the God-given right of religious liparty and to comnemorate the Constituticnal
guarantees and the heritage of this liberty ond the freedom of conscience in
the I1fe of the nation, 2) to provide a study forum for the re~cxam.nation
and re-assessment of the foundations; history, contumorar; wmlications, and
futurc prospects of this sacred libcrty and the rights of tne 1ndependent con=
ecience. It vili oe both @ ciiebrat on and a critrcal re-affirmation of the
coicepts of the digmity and invialsoility of the nunan persun wnich have their
roots, and have been nurtured, 1n our Judeo-Christian traditions.

Relvgious liberty cannot be equated with liberties and rignts in
other 2reas as though 1t ware one among many or paraliel to tnem. The freedom
to tyve and act eccording to conscicnce 15 the foundation of all other rights
and their cmef condition and quarairan. The integrity of endeavor, indeed the
endcavor t.self, 1n every other area--iegaly social, pelitical, ecgromic,
educational=-~depends upon the basic right of freedom of conscience.

To express this concern, however, is nct to say that the Conference
will dzal with substantive matters in all these areas. The Conferwnce willi
be fyrmly grounded 1n the concern for religious liberty and wnil underline the
intrinsic inter-relationship between it and the other liberties. General Con-
ference topics will include  foundation of our heritage of religiocus libertys
conscience and socrety, rights and responsibilities of dissent, contemorary
issues 1n church and state relations, rciigious liberty in the 1nternstional
scene and future prospects Tor religicus liberty. More specific mssues dise
cussed 1n panels or in seminars will range from First Amendment guarantecs,
to civii réligron, to issues of ciergy confidentiality, to tne rights of privacy.

As a joint program of the (hWrstian and Jexish communities in the
Philadelphia ares, the Corference wy'! 1iself be an embodunent of the spyrit
of Am=rican religious piuralisme It wili therefore not seen the formation of
consensus or the development of Confererce Ltatements. ior will 1t functicn
as a iegislative or action body. Its aim will be to foster respectful and
critical dralogue, open sharing by groups and 1ngisiduals about truths and
concerns as they understand and experience tnem, and freely listening to the
thoughts and persuasions of others on the most pressing fssues of religicus
liberty.

In providing this forum for study of these timely and wmportant
questions, the Conference will meke a signmificant contributron coth to
scholarly depate and to ccumenical unde~standing and ceoperacion. In bringing
the spotlight of public opinion te bear upon vital i1ssues 1t will contribute
to deeper understandirg and renewed comnitrent to the bas ¢ concepts under-
lying our free socrety. It s right and fitting that those most benefiting
fran religious liberty——memoers of our religious comwnity--should takc the
lead 1n the development of such a Conferances

- 000 -
L/u/75
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

FO-PA-D-M
date September 9, 1975

to Rabbi Marc Tanenba /
from Murray Frledmzil.n?ﬁ!1 /)F

subjeoct Your Participation in Bicentennial Conference on Religious Liberty

WNPURJOLUD

I believe Rabbi Charles Lacks here in Philadelphia has invited you to take

part 1n the above concerning which I have written to you last year I worked
very hard to see to 1t that you would receive an invitation to deliver a major
seminar address on April 28 in the morning Rabl Lacks indicates that you
agreed last spring to participate but I would appreciate 1t 1f you could confirm
more specifically to me so that I can finalize this I can give you more details
later on 1in connection with this most important national meeting

MF r



Bicentennmial Conference on Religious Liberty
1520 Race Street

Philadelphia, Pa 19102

Telephone  215/563-2036

SPEAKERS BUREAU

April 25-30, 1976
Philadelphia, Pa

A Conference Speakers Bureau 1s being organized to help meet the
number of requests received from Philadelphia area churches, synagogues, and
community organizations for speeches by Conference leaders and others on the
religious liberty theme and related concerns

If you wish to have your name listed on the Speakers Bureau roster,
please f111 out the following form and return 1t to the address i1ndicated at
your earliest convenience No arrangements wi1ll be made without prior clearance
with the speaker 1nvoived and no speaker will be asked to fill more than one
assignment or to speak at a time when the Conference 1s 1n session

Conference participants who receive requests other than those
channeled through the Speakers Bureau are asked to notify the Bureau of these,
for 1ts records

Brief biographical i1nformation and a recent glossy photo shculd be
returned with this form

To

The Rev Howard G Hartzell

Bicentennial Conference on Religious Liberty
¢/o First Baptist Church

17th & Sansom Streets

Philadelphia, Pa 19103
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

NAME RABBI MARC H TANENBAUM
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTERE
ADDRESS __ 145 FAST SATH STREET.

NEW YORK, NEW YORK ZIP 10022

PHONE NUMBER  212-751-4000 Ext 209

EXPECTED ARRIVAL DATE__April 27, 1976 EXPECTED DEPARTURE DATE_APT21 29, 1976

Could you plan to be 1n the city Saturday, April 24, to fi1ll engagements prior
to the opening of the Conference Yes No, or to remain 1n the city
for engagements the weekend following (May 1-2) Yes XX No
Honorarium desired
Title and general topic area of speech
RELIGION TN AN AGFE QF VIOLENCE

Photo and bio material enclosed YES « 1
Date £ )[

Signature



FOR COMFEPENCE USE OMLV

Bicentennial Conference on Reiigious Liberty
1520 Race Street

Philadelphia, Pa 19102
Phone  215/563-2036

REG'S>TRATICN - SriAKERS

(Please print or type)

Name RABRT MARC H TANEA3ZAUM
AL RICAN JeWISH CC L'LLIITE
Address 165 FAST 56T1 STTILCT
NEW YORK, NEU YORK Z1p 10022 phone No (212) 751-4000 . t 279
Area Cod=
Arrival Date Anmral 27 1976 Departure Date Anril 29 1975
Will you be accompanied by your spouse? Yes 140 Mo

If you do not plen to stay at the Folidey [nn, please give other Confrerence

address, 1f krown

May we have your perrnssion to ncluce our speeck either 17 rull or eaite

with your azareval, 1n the Corfe-z ce 200< AES

4 5

—  t— — — PR——

Biogrenhica 1rfo-~.“10n e d phc o> _~~lo.e

Do you wis™ *9 2,3 vashe” Ttoy z - t T . _




October 10, 1975

Ms Nancy L HNolde

Executive Director

Bicentennial Conference on Religious Liberty
1520 Race Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19102

Dear Ms. Nolde,

Thank you very much for your thoughtful letter of
September 30th.

I wish to confire my acceptance of your kind invi-
tation to address your Bicentennial Conference on
Religious Liberty on April 28th, at 9 a.m., in
Phaladelphas.

I will plan to confine mry presentation to the 30-35
minute limit that you suggest.

1 look forward with much pleasure to seeing you and
my many other friends in Philadelphia at that time.

With warmest personal good wishes, I am,

Cordially yours,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
Interrclgfious Affairs

MHT RPR

cC Rabbi Morris Dembowitz
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September 30, 1975

Rabb1 Marc H Tanenbaum
National Director
Inter-Religious Affairs
American Jewish Committee
165 East L56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Rabbi1 Tanenbaum

Rabb1 Morris Dembowitz has shared with me the good news
that you will be able to accept the i1nvitation sent you earlier
to address the Bicentennial Conference on Religious Liberty on
Wednesday morning, April 28, at 9-a m , 1n Philadelphia

The enclosed copy of the original letter sent you
outlines the arrangements, all of which remain the same, except
that we are asking plenary speakers to 1imit their addresses to
30-35 minutes because of scheduling concerns

We hope that you will be able to participate i1n the
entire Conference, and, of course, will underwrite all the costs
involved 1f you can We are looking forward to welcoming you 1n
Philadelphia and with anticipation to your valued contribution
to the Conference

Sincerely yours,

Q“ﬂ:;HBﬂbzc. ;}Zﬂziiﬁﬁélﬂ"

Nancy L™ Nolde
Executive Director

NLN td
Enclosures

cc Rabbi Morris Dembowitz

FRANCIS G BROWN CHAIRMAN
REV LAVONNE ALTHOUSE # RABBI CHARLES LACKS % BISHOP MARTIN N LOHMULLER + REV WILLIAM J SHAW VICE CHAIRPERSONS
WILLIAM B MILLER SECRETARY % REV RUFUS CORNELSEN TREASURER % NANCY L NOLDE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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May 16, 1975

Rabb1 Marc H Tanenbaum
National Director
Inter-Religious Affairs
American Jesnish Commttee
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Rabbi Tanz=nbaum

| was pleased to hear from Rabbi Morris V Dembowitz
that you are considering our 1nvitation to present one of the
major addresses to ithe Bicentennial Conference on Religious
Liberty to be held here 1n Philadelphia, April 25-30, 1376
You may recall that sometime ago you kindly agreed to the use
of your name as a member of the National Committee for .he
Confercnce.

As perhaps Rabby Demoowitz told you, plans have moved
rapidly ahead since then In January, the Protestant/Orthodox,
Roman Catholic, and Jewish comumties of Philadelpnia agreed
to cooperate 1n the sponsorsnip and suoport of the Confcrcnce,
the first such joint venturc 1n this city The Confererce vall
involve seme 400 persons and will be the only national event,
to our knowledge, dealing with 1ssues of religious liberty and
freedom of conscience

Specifically, we 1nvite you to be the main specaker at
the morning session on Wednesday, April 28, on the topic,
"Contemporary |ssues of Church/State Relations'' This address
will be followcd by three shorter speeches dealirg with differunt
aspects of the theme The three speakers scheduled here wnll be
the Constitutional lawyer, William Ball, on the topic '"Reli1gious
Liberty and Education', Dr John Raines, Assistant Profcssor of
Religion at Temple University, on '""Religious Liberty and the
Distribution of Power', and Or Elwyn Smith, Provost of cckerd
College, Florida, on "Cival Religion'.

I will not presume to suggest what i1ssucs you might
wish to speak to 1n your address, should you accent our 1nvita=-
tion. Perhaps 1t will be helpful, nowever, for you to know
sonething of the packground of Planning Committee discussions

FRANCIS G BRODWN CHAIRMAN
ALV LAVONNe ALTHOUSE & RABD! CHARIE, LACKS % BISH™P MARTIN N LOHMULLER % REV WILLIA t J SHAV/ VICE CHAIRPLRSONS



Rabby Marc H Tanenbaun =,
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We started wath the premise that First Amendment guaran-
teces spcak to considerably oroader issues than those normally
1dentified with traditional i1ssues of church/state relatjons,
1.¢ , that the demandsof conlemporary society move the meaning of
religious liberty far beyond traditional concerns fof freedom of
worship and from zscclesiastical entanglements We further under-
stood that religious libcrty--with 1ts natural derivatives of
freedom of speech and action-~1s both the ground and guardian of
all other liberties ard i1nsepararly related to them. The full
and umimpaired rrght to think anu believe freely 1s the basis of
all economc, social, cducational, political, and legai rigrts

A phrase i1ntroduced 1nto our discussions by Dr. Franklin
Littell, Confercnce program co-chairman, was ''soul Iiberty', as
used by Wiliiran Penn Dr Littelil defined this as '"the affirma-
tion of the i1ntegrity of the buman person and his right, individ-
ually and 1n community, to meke his own ultimate commitments.'

We have also-been concernea with the fact that religious
liberty can exi1st only where other liberties are also achieved
and that one cannot speak of 1t apart from the functionasl freedoms
such as right of assembly ana association, right to own property,
freedom to teach, and the access to accurate i1nformation.

| trust these few comments will be helpful They are
not mzant in anyway to be restrictive Eirther Pabby Dembowitz
or Rabby Lacks, both of whom are Planning Comm ttee members, w1l
be ablie to give you further 1nformation anw | would be pleased to
talk with you about 1t, 1f you wish.

The enclosed background material provides additional
information We are suggesting your speech be 40 minutes Honorar-
1um would be $300 We would also pay your traveil, hotel, neals,
and related costs. while we recognize the pressures of your
schedule, we are asking all speakers to participate, 1f at all
possible, as full Conference m=mbers for 1ts duration.

Under Conference auspices, we are setting up a Speakers
Bureau to schedule talks by Conference leaders to area churches,
synagogues, and comnunity g-oups. A special emphasis will be on
the two days preceding the opening of the Conference, April 24-25,
which will pe marked 1n the Philaacelphia area as Religious Liberty
Sabbath and Religious Liberty Sunday  Should you agree to be a
speaker, we would like jyour permission to list your name on the
Bureau roster Local groups would then be asked to get in touch
with you directly to make the necessary arrangements and set
honoraria

We are negotiating with a publisher i1n New York for a
voiume of Confererce pepers, ard would also need to know 1f you
have any royalty agreements with any firm which might conflict
with these arrangements.
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In aadition, we would need up-to-date biographical
information and 2 recent photograch for use i1n Conference
publicity We hope further that you would be able to make
availlable a copy of your specch text, not later than Apmli 1,
1976, so that we could make 1t available .n advancey with the
proper embargo, to the press and to speakers following you at
the same session

On behualf of the Conference Committee, may ! express
the sincere hope that you will be able to address the Conference
on this major topic We shall look forward to hearing from you

S00N.
Sincerely yours,

&é“czq 24.&4&’-

Nancy LfKNolde
= Executive Director

NLN td
Enclosures

¢¢c Rebbir Morris V. Dembowitz
Rabby Charles Lacks
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Bicentennial Conference on Religious Liberty
1520 Race Street

Philadelphia, Pa 19102

Telephone  215/563-2036

F

GENERAL |INFORMATION - CONFERENCE SPEAKERS

HOTELS

Rooms for Conference speakers and other leaders have been reserved
at the Holiday Inn, 4th and Arch Streets, Philadelphia Reservations should
be made by returning the enclosed card to the hotel Conference headquarters
will also be at this hotel Check-1n and check-out time at the hotel 1s NOON

EXPENSES

The Conference will pay the costs of travel, hotel, meals, and other
related expenses for speakers

Travel Travel by car wi1ll be reimbursed at the prevailing rate
Travel by air and train will be reimbursed at economy class rate

Hotel Please check the accuracy of charges debited against your hotel
bi111 and sign the b11]l as authorization for payment before

checking out

Expense sheets will be sent to you later These should be
returned to the Conference 0ffice at the conclusion of the Conference The
honorarium will also be paid at this time Advances against expenses may be
requested from the Conference 0ffice

MEALS

All Conference members will make their own arrangements for meals
with the exception of the Conference banquet on Thursday evening, April 29
The Holiday Inn, 4th and Arch Streets, has 1ts own restaurant and there are
numerous other good and 1nexpensive places to eat 1n the area

(Jewish participants who observe strict dietary laws are asked to
contact the Board of Rabbis of Greater' Philadelphia for i1nformation about names
of restaurants 1n the area where these laws are observed The address 1s
117 South 17th Street, Philadelphia, Pa 19103 Telephone No 215/563-1463)

SPECIAL EVENTS

Reception  Speakers and other Conference leaders will be the guests
of honor at a reception given by Philadelphia Protestant/Orthodox, Roman Catholic,
and Jewish leaders on Sunday evening, April 25, at 5 p m , Ballroom, Holiday Inn,
Lth and Arch Streets

Banquet The Conference banquet 1s scheduled Thursday evening, April 29,
Ballroom, Bellevue Stratford Hotel, Broad and Walnut Streets, Philadelphia

Public Meeting A meeting designed to promote the Conference theme to
the general public 1s scheduled Tuesday evening, April 27, Cathedral of SS Peter

and Paul, the Parkway, Philadelphia /

N
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GENERAL INFORMATION - CONFERENCE SPEAKERS -2-

SPOUSES

Spouses of Conference speakers are 1nvited to attend all Conference
plenary sessions, the opening reception on April 25, and the banquet Thursday,
April 29, as guests of the Conference

The Conference regrets that 1t cannot underwrite travel, hotel, meal
or related costs for spouses

TRAVEL DIRECTIONS

Philadelphia 1s readily accessible by various means of transportation
The Pennsylvania Turnpike and [-95 both lead to the city Amtrak trains arrive
at the 30th St station (fifteen minutes from hotel) regularly Express buses
use the downtown terminal Airport limousine service every thirty mnutes from
front of hotel

Parking 1s free at the Holiday Inn, 4th and Arch Streets, or i1n the
lot behind the Friends Meeting House, 4th and Arch Streets

CONFERENCE BOOK

Negoti1ations are underway for publication of a Conference book with
the understanding that all scheduled Conference speeches will be original con-
tributions Please i1ndicate 1n the space provided 1n the enclosed form 1f the
Conference may have permission to include your speech--either in full, or 1n a
form edited with your approvakein the book Proceeds after publisher's costs
have been met will be used to defray Conference expenses

SPEECH TEXTS

Speakers are asked to send copies of their speeches by April 15 to the
Conference office so that copies may be run off for distribution to the press--
with an embargo for publication at the time of delivery

REGISTRATION

Conference registration will open at NOON, Sunday, April 25, Holiday Inn,
Lth and Arch Streets

- 000 -



Bicentennial Conference on Religious Liberty

PLANNING COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

Chairman Francis G Biown, Gcneral Secretary, Philadelphia
Yearly Mcering of the Religious Society of Friends

Vice-Chairpersons The Rev LaVonne Althouse, Pastor, Salem Lutheran
Church, Philadeliphia

Rabbi Charles Lacks, Immediate Past President,
Board of Rabbis of Greater Philadelphia

Bishop Martin N Lohmuller, Vicar General of the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Philadelphia

The Rev William J Shaw, Pastor, White Rock
Baptist Church, Philadelphia

Secretary Dr Will"am 8 M l'er, D rector, MP-esbvterian
Historical Society, Philadelphia

Treasurer Dr Rufus Cornelsen, Executive Director, Mestropolitan
Christian Council of Philadelphia

Members

Bishop James M Ault, Presiding Bishop, Philadelphia Area, United Methodist
Church, Philadelphia

Dr Edwin B Bronner, Librarian and Professor of History, Haverford College,
Haverford, Pennsylivania

Mr Albert D Chernmin, Executive Director, Jewish Community Relations
Council, Philadelphia

Mr Anderson D Clark, Affiliate Artists, Inc , New York

Rabb1 Morris V Dembéﬁltz, President, Board of Rabbis of Greater Philadelphia

The Rev Charles V Devlin, Executive Director, Cardinal's Commission on
tuman Relations, Philadeiphia

The Rev Charles H Diamond, Bicentenmial Coordinator, Archdiocese of Philadelphia

Bishop Alfred G Dunston, African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, Philadelphia

Dr R H Edwin Espy, Chairman, Project F 0O R WA R D 176, a Bicentenmal
Project of the Interchurch Center, New York

The Rev Everett Francis, Chaiiman, Ecumenical Task Force on the Religious
Observance of the Bicentennial, New York

Dr Murray Friedman, Regional Director, American Jewish Committee, Philadelphia
Dr Charles W Fu, Department of Religion, Temple Umiversity, Philadelphia

Rabb1 Harold Goldfarb, Executive Secretary, Board of Rabbis of Greater
Philadelphia

The Rev Josesph L Joiner, Pastor, Mother Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church, Phitadelphia



PLANNING COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP (Continuea) -2

The Rev Dean M Kelley, Secretary, Ecumenical Task Force on the Religious
Observance of the Bicentennial, New York

Rabbi Bertram W Korn, Congregation of Keneseth Israel, Elkins Park,
Pennsylvania

Dr PRobert Kreider, Foimer President of Bluffton Coliege, Lima, Ohio,
Member of Executive Committee, Mennonite Central Commttee

The Rev John A Limberakis, Archpriest, Greek Orthodox Community of Phila-
delphia, Pastor, Church of the Annunciation, Elkins Pa-k, Pennsylvania

Dr Franklin H Littell, Professor of Religion, Temple Un.versity,
Philadelphia

Dr Frederick E Maser, Executive Secretary, World Methodist Historical
Society

Mr William R Meek, Associate Professor, Schoo' of Social Work,
Unmiversity of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia

Br John M Moore, Editor, Quaker History, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

The Rev Hugh J Nolan, Professor of Theology, Immaculata College,
Immaculata, Pennsylvania -

The Rev Bernhard E O0Olson, Director of Inter-Religious Program,
National Conference of Christians and Jews, Inc , New York

Dr John € Raines, Assistant Professor of Religion, Temple University,
Philadelphia

The Rev F Lee Richards, Rector, 5t Peter's Episcopal Church,
Philadelphia

Mr Jochn H Sardeson, Executive Director, Greater Philadelphia Region,
National Conference of Christians and Jews

Dr John C Shetler, Chairman, Metroii1tan Christian Council of Philadelphia,
Conference Minister, Pa Southeast Conference, United Church of Christ,

Collegevilie, Penrsylvania

The Rev Grant Spradling, Consultant in the Arts, Umited Church of Christ,
New York

Dr Murray S Stedman, Department of Political Science, Temple University,
Philadelphia

Dr Frank H Stroup, Executive Secretary, Philadelphia Presbytery, United
Presbyterian Church in the U S A

Dr Margaret B Tinkcom, Executive Director, Philadelphia Historical
Commission

Dr Cynthia C Wedel, Associate Director, Center for a Voluntary Society,
Washington, D C

Dr Don Yoder, Associate Professor, Department of Folklore and Folklife,
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia
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NOT FOR FURTHER CIRCULATION

BICENTENNIAL CONFERENCE ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

PLENARY SESS[ONS TOPICS

Sunday, April 25 Afternoon--Registration
(Part || presentations are intended as
Monday, April 26 expositions of a related aspect of the
major speech, not reactions to 1t, and
A.M.--PLENARY | although shorter 1n lergth, of equal

impor tance )

Part | Keynote Address Foundations of our Heritage--
Sources and Traditions of Religious Liberty

Part Il Religious Liberty from Several Traditions
One Speaker each
JEANISh
Protestant/0Orthodox
Roman Catholic

Tuesday, April 27

A.Mo==PLENARY 11
Part | Address Conscience and Society--The Rights of
Prophecy
Part Il The Contemmorary American Experience of Conscience

and D,ssent
One Speaker each
The Peace Testimony
Civil Disobedience
A New Shape of Dissent

Wednesday, April 28

A M.--PLENARY [1!]

Part | Address Contemporary lIssues of Church/State Relations
) [
Part 1| One Speaker each
Education

(Parochial School, Amish, et al, Bible Reading, etc )
Religious Liberty and the Distribution of Power
Civil Religion

Thursday, April 29

A.M --PLENARY 1V
Address Reli1gious Liberty and the International Scene
Eg;gﬁl_ The Global View (One Speaker)
Part_Il The American Respons 2111ty (One Speaker)

P<M —=PLENARY V (300=-600P M ) Reports of Semnars & Discussion

Friday, April 30

A M --PLENARY VI
Part |

Part || Two Addresses  The Prospect foir Religious Liberty

Continuation of Seminar Reports and Discussion




Speaker

Probable

Bicentennial Conference on Religious Liberty

SPEAKERS COMNII1RMED

Dr_Franklin H Littell, Professor of Religion, Temple University,

Keynote Address - "Foundations of Our Heritage, Seurces and
Traditions of Religious Liberty"

Dr Robert McAfee Brown, Professor Religious Studies, Stanford University,

Speech - '""The Protestant Tradition of Religious Liberty"

Dr Vh1liam Jones, Pastor, Bethany Church, New York
Head of Operation Breadbasket New York

Address - "Conscience and Society ~ The Pights of Prophecy"”

Dr__MWilliem Sloane Coffin, ur , Chaplain, Yale Umiversity,

Speech - "Cival Disobedience!

William Ball, Esq , Constitutional lawyer (fought case for Amish which

led to Supreme Court decision 1n 1971)
Speech - '"Religious Liberty and Education'!

Br _Philip Potter, General Secretary, World Council of Churches

Address - "The Global View of Religious Liberty"

Dr M K Curry, President of Bishop College, Dallas, President

of United Negro Coilege Fund
Address - ''"The Prospect for Religious Liberty"

Dr Cynthia C Wedel, Associate Director, Center for a Voluntary Society

(Former President of National Council of Churches)
Address - "The Prospect for Religious Liberty!

Dr John C Paines, Assistant Professor of Religion, Temple University,

Speech - "Religious Liberty and the Distribution of Pawer"

The Rev Theodore Hesburg, C S C , President of Notre Dame University

Address - '"Religious Liberty and the International Scene--The
American Responsibility"

Dr Elwyn A Smith, Provost, Eckerd College, St Petersburg, Florida,
Former President of the American Church History Society

Speech =~ "Civil Religion"

Or Rober* Gordis, Professor of Bible, Jewish Theological Seminary, New York

Speech -~ '""The Jewish Tradition of Religious Liberty"

- 000 -



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date

te
from

April %, 1975

M T b
e Feisam N X

WNPUeJO U DU

I am enclosing a xerox of a preliminary recommendation of
the bi-centennial conference on religious liberty that is
being planned here in Philadelphia by the three religious
faiths, You will note that I have pressed for your
inclusion on April 28, 1976 under a category of contemporary
1ssues of Church-State Relations I am sending & copy of
this to Gladys Rosen who I believe is watching bz—centennial

programming for the agency
‘l‘UA) ™ ‘ﬁ

MF s
cec  Gladys Rosen YN;(/ M “Cp’
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- L2A AWNiae: Vo S =Nel OF KBl w OO SHBIRTY

2R0GRAM COMMITTEE

RECOMMENDAT!ONS FOR PLENARY SESSIONS

(One to be chosen 1n cases where

Sunday_ Apri} 25 several names are listed)

Afternoon--Registration

Even1ng--Hosp1talltx/Recept1on

Monday, April 26

A M --PLENARY |
Chairman, Bishop Lohmuller

Part | - Keynote Address [Foundations of our Heritage
—-Sources and Traditions _of Religious _iderty

Speaker --Franklin H Littell
Part || - Panel Religious Liberty from Several Traditions

- Jewish-- M"ﬁf; %mwh._,

- Protestant--Robert McAfee Brown

- Roman Catholic--John T Ellis, S J

Tuesday, April 27

A M =--PLENARY 11
Chairman, Francis Brown

Part | = Address (Conscience and Society-_Rjqghts and
Responsibilities of Dissent

—— e —

Speaker _J@% Jessie Jackson
{ 2) or william Jones, Head of ”
Operation Breadbasket, New York

3) Wyatt Walker
Part Il - Panel The Contemporary American Experience of
Conscience and Dissent_

- Pacifism (i1ncluding amnesty and CO questions)
--Dr Hutchinson, Douglass Stedre, John Coleman,
Dr John Yoder (Mennonite)
- Cival Disobedience--William § Coffin, Jr
- Rights of Prophecy--Gayraud Wilmore, Andrew Young

' I B oo
‘PA\.&W\-’;\;- (W J




PROGRAM COMMITTEE 2
p RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PLENARY SESSIONS

Wednesday, April 28

A M --PLENARY 111
Chairman, Rabbi Lacks

Contemporary Issues of Church/State Relations 2

W —_— f:t\/ij/’L&‘f‘-W" L2

Speaker ——MaFe~TaﬁEnbeum, Balfour Brickner,.Fhéodore—Hesburgn,
Avery Dulles, S J , (Rep ) Robert Drinan

-—--j-,,_‘ o " —

Part |1~ Panel (Further development of above)
- Education
(Parochial School, Amish, et al, Bible reading etc )
-=William Ball

- Relig ous L1berty and the Distribution _of Power

-—John Ra1ne5

- L1val, Relagion
--Elwyn Smith

Thursday, April 29

A M --PLENARY |V
Chairman, The Rev William Shaw
Religious Liberty and the Internatignal_Scene

Part | - The Glcbal View
Speaker--Phi1lip Potter

Part Il- The American Responsibility — 1
Speaker—~BarTour=8r 1-ekner ’7? ¢ R TN

| { / E4
oy

Friday, April 30

A M —-PLENARY V
Chairwoman, The Rev LaVonne aitnouse

Speaker——Peter Berger
Martin Marty
Or M K Curry, President of Bishop College, Dailes
(°resicent United Negro College Fund)
Charles Whelan, S J , Associate Eaitor of Amer,ca
Conference Conclusion Chairman Francis Brown

£

(Panel presentations are 1ntended as expos T ons o a reia*ea aspect o
argth,

the major speech not reac*,ons to 1° and aithough s~o-ter r |
of equal imoortance )

laXatal
-



Bicentenmal Conference on Religious Liberty
1520 Race Street

Philadelphia, Pa 19102

Phone  215/563-2036

DAILY SCHEDULE

April 25-30, 1976
REGISTRATION  Sunday, April 25 Noon - Evening Philadelphia, Pa

Monday, April1 26 9 am -6pm
Holiday Inn, 4th and Arch Streets

SUNDAY, April 25

500-700pm Reception for Conference dignitaries, participants, and guests
Bal lroom, Holiday Inn, L4th and Arch Streets

DAILY SCHEDULE

-

MONDAY, April 26, through THURSDAY, April 29

9 00 -11 15 am PLENARY - Friends Meeting House, 4th and Arch Streets

11 156 = 11 45 a m Coffee Break

11 45 100 pm SECTIONS

100- 215pm Lunch
215- 315pm Fi1lm Program (optional)

and
Post Plenary Discussion (optional)

3 30

530 pm  SEMINARS (April 26 through April 28)

SEMINAR REPORT GROUPS (Apral 29)

FRIDAY, Apral 30

900 -1030pm SEMINAR REPORT GROUPS
10 30 -11 00p m Coffee Break

1100 -12 $lpm  FINAL PLENARY

EVENING SCHEDULE

MONDAY, April 26 — 8 00 p m  PLAY
"The First Hundred Years'
0ld First Reformed Church, bth and Race Streets

TUESDAY, April 27 -8 00 p m PUBLIC MEETING
Speaker - Dr Elie Wiesel
Friends Meeting House, Lth and Arch Streets

THURSDAY, April 29-7 00 p m  CONFERENCE BANQUET - Arts Program by Affiliate Artists
and The Religious Communities for the Arts (RCA)

Ballroom, Bellevue Stratford Hotel
Broad and Walnuts Streets



BICENTENNIAL CONFERENCE ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

SEMINARS

as i1llustrations
(The examples 1n the parentheses following the topics are given
of the kinds 23 questions with which each Seminar might deal They are not 1ntended
as exhaustive or binding )

Free Exercise of Religion (Deprogramming of converts to religious sects "The right
to be different collectively'' Effects of new property and tax laws Church/State
1ssues )

Moderator Rabbi1 Bertram Korn, Senior Rabbi, Congregation Keneseth Israel,
Elkins Park, Pa

Discussant Dr Dean M Kelley, Executive for Religious Liberty, National
Council of Churches, New York

Rel1gious and Ethnic Minorities (Rights of conscience of minority persons and groups
n pluralistic society Role of religious organizations Issues raised by ethnic/
religious affirmations Examination of Melting Pot concept )
Moderator Dr Dennmis J Clark, Ethnic Studies Association, Philadelphia
Discussant Dr Murray Friedman, Regional Director, American Jewish Committee,
Philadelphia

Reli1gious Liberty and Public Education (Supreme Court decision on prayers and Bible
reading 1n public schools Teaching of ''scientism'' and other ''secular values' 1n
public schools Rights of school children and their parents Rights of the commumity )
Moderator Dr Joyce Bailey, Assistant Professor of Christian Education,
Drew Umiversity, Madison, New Jersey
Discussant Dr James E Wood, Jr , Executive Director, Baptist Joint Commttee
on Public Affairs, Washington, D C

Religious Liberty and Private Education (Questions raised by the Supreme Court ban
on provision of '"auxiliary services! to non-public schools Exclusion by private
1institutions which get tax benefits of applicants on basis of religious or ethnmic
background )
Moderator Dr John R Coleman, President, Haverford College, Haverford, Pa
Discussant Monsignor Edwark T Hughes, Rector of Qur Lady of Fatima Church,
Secane, Pa , former Superintendent of Schools, Archdiocese of
Philadelphia, former Moderator of Department of Education of
Pennsylvania Catholic Conference

Cival Religion (Identification of national aspirations with religious values Impact
on secular and religious 1nstitutions and other areas )
Moderator Dr Roland R Hegstad, Editor, Liberty, Seventh Day Adventists,
Washington, D C
Discussant Ms Eli1zabeth Bettenhausen, Secretary for Social Concerns, Lutheran
Church 1n America, New York

Conscience and the Limits of Civil Obedience (Affirmation of rights of individuals
and groups to make ultimate comm tments and witness to them Confrontation with
forces which undermine personal dignity and 1ntegrity Criteria for action )
Moderator Rev William J Shaw, Pastor, White Rock Baptist Church, Philadelphia
Discussant Dr Richard J Niebanck, II1, Secretary for Social Concerns, Lutheran
Church 1n America, New York

Rights of Privacy and Clergy Confidentiality (Clarification of 1ssues How essential
1s privacy? Are there i1nstance when 1nvasion 1s legitimate? Appropriate responses
when rights are violated Responsibilities and role of religious organizations )
Moderator Dr Robert G Stephanopoulos, Pastor, Saints Constantine and Helen
Cathedral, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

Discussant Dr Dieter T Hessel, Associate for Adult Resources and Social
Education, United Presbyterian Church 1n the USA, New York




Women's Liberation and Rights of Conscience (Sexism i1n social, economic, political,
and religious structures )
Moderator Ms Judith Ann Heffernan, M Div (St Maur's Theological

Seminary,
Ind1anapolis), Educator, Philadelphia

Discussant Dr

Patricia Budd Kepler, Director of Ministerial Studies, Harvard
Divinity School, Cambridge, Massachusetts

Mass Communication and the Formation of Human Values (Morality of ''controlled news "
Propaganda

Advertising as handmaiden to consumer society )
Moderator  Dr

Murray S Stedman, Jr , Chairman, Department of Political Science,
Temple Umiversity, Philadelphia
Discussant Or

Robert Lewis Shayon, Professor of Communications, Annenberg School
of Commumications, University of Pennsylvama

Genocide as National Policy and Resistance Thereto (Related evils of repression and
persecution as the ultimate pathological opposite of religious liberty )
Moderator

Dr Homer A Jack, Secretary-General, World Conference of Religion
and Peace, New York
Discussant Sister Ann Gillen, Executive Director, National

Interreligious Task
Force on Soviet Jewry, Chicago

The Agqing and Rights of Conscience (Does society have an obligation to keep qualified
people 1n the working force after age 652

Are the social and 2conomic problems
resulting from retirement the responsibility of voluntary organizations or government?
In what areas should there be cooperation?

Moderator Dr

R Alvin Wilson, President, Gray Panthers Project Find, Inc ,
Cherry Hi1ll, New Jersey

Discussant Ms Maggie Kuhn, National Convener, Gray Panthers, Philadelphia

Religious Liberty and International Affairs (Daily new violations in such areas as

Korea, Chile, Philippines, Southern Africa, Rhodesia, etc Umited Nations Covenants

and Declarations International responsibility and unanswered questions )
Moderator Ms

Alba Zizzama, Office for World Justice and Peace, Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of New York

Discussant Dr

Richard M Fagley, Executive Secretary, Commission of the Churches
on International Affairs, New York

The Military/Industrial Complex and the Concerned Conscience (The challenge of war to
ethical resources Issues raised by entanglement of economy 1n military/industrial
complex Fresh ways of responding )

Moderator

Sister Margaret McKenna, Medical Mission Sisters, Philadelphia
Discussant George Lakey, Friends Peace Committee, Philadelphia

Medical Ethics and Rights of Conscience (Euthanasia, abortion legislation, ethics of
organ transplants

Guidelines for use of new scientific discoveries )
Moderator The Rev

Bruce Hilton, Director, National Center for Bio-Ethics,
Madison, New Jersey
Discussant

Sister Margaret Farley, The Divinity School, Yale University,
New Haven, Connecticut

Prophecy (Rights of 1ndividuals and groups to speak out against restrictions and
1njustices of the status quo )

Moderator Dr

Ira Eisenstein, President, Reconstructionist Rabbinical College,
Philadelphia
Di1scussant

The Rev David Gracie, St Barnabas Church, 3rd and Dauphin Streets,
Philadelphia

- 000 -




[ start]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



g 2
] : L CONFERENCE ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
2 % BICENTENNIAL CONFERE RELIGI LI Em Y
% L"-:" 1520 RACE STREET * PHILADELPHIA PENNSYLVANIA 19102 * TELEPHONE (215)
) <
ﬁb ’*S‘ An Inter Faith Bicentenmal Program of The Metropolitan Christian Council of Philadelphia
7776 191° o The Roman Gatholic Archdiocese of Philadelphia and The Board of Rabbis of Greater Philadelphia
RECOGNIZED BY =
AEVOLUTION
BICENTENNIAL
HouSTRATY March 15, 1976

Dear Friend

| write to bring you up-to date 1ntormation about the Bicentennial
Confurence on Religious Liberty and to request your participat on in two addi-
tiona) ¢vents, as your schedule permitz, on the day on vhicn yeu will speak,
as follows

1) Press Confercnce 7o oe nrtd 10r spead' =1 > 3 toe ro-n ng plereny
.ess1on mmediate'v folloving 'hat se<s c1 at appiov mately il 30, in thz Jones
°oom, 'owbv level I|intiday Irn, &in ard [rch Streets Press Conference charrman
will be the Right Pev J Brooke ilosley, Assistant to the Bishop of the Diocese
of Pennsylvama of the Ipiscopal Church

2) Posi Plerary Discussion Session To be held Monday through Thursday
for spcakers of the moriming plenary ot the same day, following lunch,at 2 15p m,
1n the Conyngham =oom, lobby ievel, Hol.day Inn, %4th and Arcn Streets

The purpose of tnmis session 1s te give Conference participarts a
chan.c to tall to speckers, ard che spe=hers *fo tall with each other 1n the compeny
of participarts (Ne guestion and ansier per ~d 15 scheduled 1n the plenary ) 1re
ses3 ot will be listed as 'ocot onal! on the Conference progrem and 1t 1 antici-
pated the audience will be both smaller end morc specifically concerned with the
topi1c than that of the plenary session so that tne chance for genuine conversa-
tion will be greatly increased Chairman for this will be Dr Marion de Velder,
General Secretary of the Reformed Church in America

Other program concerns are these

"Friendly Presence!" Ui der auspices of the Yearly Meeting of the
Society of Friends, a corps of persons to be knovn as "The Friendly Presence' 1s
being tra ned 1n nor-viclent teck~ jues and wiscipline  Tnese persons w i1 pe

present at all Confererce plenarv scssio~s ana mans of the smaller mee.ings to
help kecp the peace We expect tna. the Conference wiil be carried out wvithout
difficulty, but we will be prepared for any eventuality

Conference Seminars Informaticn about ieaders and top cs 1s ¢iven
1n the enclosed materiat  You are welcome to participate 17 any one of these
sessions, or to range among them, as you wish

Text of Your Speech Wa would like to have this, 1f possible, bv
April l--and at the latest by April 15--so *hat copies can be made available 1n
advance, with an embai go,for the press

philodelphio Bicentenmnual
Pennsylvana
S0 your chikdren el

6 FRANGIS G BROWN CHAIRPERSON  REV LAVONNE ALTHOUSE % RABBI CHARLES LACKS % BISHOP MARTIN N LOHMULLER e chifars

-

XECUTIVE DIRECTOR
REV WILLIAM J SHAW VICE CHAIRPERSONS * WILLIAM B MILLER SECRETARY % RUFUS CORNELSEN TREASURER #% NANCY L NOLDE EXEC
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March 15, 1976 -2-

Hotel Registration If you have not already done so, please send
1n your hotel registration card as soon as possible An extra form 1s enclosed
for your convenience

Banquet Conference speckers will be seated at the head table as
honored guests (Thursday, April 29, at 7 p m , Ballroom, Bellevue Stratford
Hotel ) The program for this 1s being produced by Affiliate Artists and the
Religious Communities for the Arts

Expenses (Speakers from out of town)
Travel Travel by car will be reimbursed at the rate of 12¢ per mle

Travel by air and train will be reimbursed at economy class
rate

Hotel The Conference will pay your hotel bill at the Holiday Inn,
Lth and Arch Streets, Philadelphia It will not pay for
extras such as phone calls or room service Please check
the accuracy of charges debited against your hotel b1ll and
sign the bill as authorization for payment before checking out

Per Diem The Conference will provide a per diem of $20 for meals
and other expenses

Expenses (Philadelphia-based Speakers)

Expenses incurred 1n connection with Conference participation
will be reimbursed

Advances may be requested from the Conference 0ffice as required
Write Blﬁgntenn1a] Conference on Religious Liberty, 1520 Race Street,

At the Conference, advances and/or reimbursements will be available
from the Conference 0ffice, lobby floor, Holiday Inn, 4th and Arch Streets
(Honorarium checks also will be provided frem the Conference O0ffice )

We look forward to welcoming you 1n Phi1ladelphia and to your contribu-
tion to the Conference |If you require further information or there 1s any way 1n
which this office can be of assistance, please let me know

With every good wish,

Sincerely yours,

C?Mm.? Prme il

Nancy L Nolde
Executive Director

NLN td
Enclosures



Bicentennial Conf.rence on Religious Liberty

SEMINAR READING LISTS

Seminar - Free Exercise of Religion

Berger, Peter Sacred Canopy Doubleday

De Albornoz, Carrillo Religious Liberty Sheed and Ward, 1967

Hudson, Winthrop Great Traditions of the American Churches Harper Bros

Kelley, Dean Vhy Conservative Churches Are Growing Harper and Row, 1972

Littell, Franklin From State Church to Pluralism Doubleday

Seminar - Religious and Ethnic Minorities

Elazar, Daniel and Murray Friedman Ethnic Succession in America The Phila-
delphia School Story Institute of Human Relations Press, 1975 (Order
from American Jewish Committee, 165 E 56th St , New York, NY 10022 )

Friedman, Murray Overcoming Middle Class Rage Westminster Press

Glazer, Nathan and Daniel Moynihan  Beyond the Melting Pot M I T Press

Greeley, Andrew Why Can't They Be Like Us? (Pamphlet) Institute of Human
Relations Press (Order from American Jewish Committee--see above )

Seminar - Religious Laiberty and Public Education

American Association of School Administrators Religion in the Public Schools
New York Harper and Row, 1964

Boles, Donald E The Bible, Relagion, and the Public Schools Ames, Towa Towa
State University Press, 1963

Dolbeare, Kenneth M and Phillip E Hammond The School Prayer Decisions From
Court Policy to Local Practice Chicagoc Unaversity of Chicago Press, 1971

Douglas, William O The Bible in the Schools Boston Little, Brown and Co , 1966

Freund, Paul A and Robert Ulich Religion in the Public Schools Cambridge
Harvard University Press, 1965

Laubach, John H School Prayers Congress, the Courts, and the Public  Washing-
ton, D C Public Affairs Press, 1969

Religion in the Public School Classroom  Washington, D C Baptist Joint Commttee
on Public Affairs, 1975




Bicentennial Conference on Religious Liberty

SEMINAR READING LISTS Page 2

Seminar - Civil Religion

Benne, Robert and Philip Hefner Defining America A Chrastian Critique of
the American Dream  Philadelphia Fortress Press, 1974

Ellul, Jacques The New Demons New York  Seabury Press, 1975

Lazareth, William, ed The Left Hand of God Philadelphia Fortress Press,
1976

Mead, Sidney E The Nation With the Soul of a Church New York Harper Forum
Books, 1975

Seminar - Mass Communication and Formation of Human Values

Fore, William Image and Impact How Man Comes Through in the Mass Media New
York  Fr.endship Press

Johnson, Nicholas How to Talk Back toBYour Television Set Atlantic Monthly
Press, 1970

Shayon, Robert L The Crowd-Catchers - Introducing Television E P Dutton

Shayon, Robert L  Open to Criticism Beacon Press

Skornia, Harry Television and Society McGraw Hall

Seminar - Conscience and the Limits of Civil Qbedience

Chazan, Barry L. and Jonac F Soltis, eds Moral Education New York  Teachers'
College, 1973

Childress, James F Civil Disobedience and Political Obligation New Haven
Yale Unaversity Press, 1971

Curatorium of the C G Jung Instaitute, ed Conscience Evanston Northwestern
Umaversity Press, 1970

Finn, James, ed A Conflict of Loyalties The Case for Selective Conscientious
Objection New York Pegasus, 1969

Long, Edward LeRoy War and Conscience 1n America  Philadelphia Westmnster,

1968

Madison, James "Memorial and Remonstrance," in The Complete Madison, Saul K
Padover, ed New York Harper, 1953

MacIver, B M, ed Conflict of Loyalties Port Washington Kennikat, 1962




Bicentennial Conference on Religious Liberty

SEMINAR READING LISTS Page 3

Murray, John Courtney "Selectave Conscientious Objection " Huntington, Ind
Our Sunday Visitor, 1968

Potter, Ralph B , Jr War and Moral Discourse Richmond John Knox Press,
1968

Rohr, John A Prophets Without Honor Nashville Abingdon, 1971

Seminar - Genocide as National Policy and Resistance Thereto

Bedon, H A "Genocide in Vietnam” The Iine Between Legal Argument and Moral
Judgment," Worldview 17 LO-5 F '7L

Dawidowicz The War Against the Jews, 1933-45 New York Holt, Rinehart, Win-
ston, 1975

De Rlenchrt, Amaury Sex and Power in History New York  Davad Mckay Co ,
197

Safire, William '"Mr Ford's Secret Sellout What Happened When Our Shah-
Forsaken Clients, the Kurds, Turned to the U S " New York Times, Feb 5,
1976

"Pious Platitudes About Genocice The U N Anti-Genocide Treaty " Christianity
Today 18 94 M 1 'L

Also suggested are United Nations publications on Genocide Convention and

encyclopedia articles on genocide, international crimes, human rights, and inter-
national law

Seminar - Rights of Privacy and Clergy Confidentiality

"The Right to Praivacy " Church and Society, November-December 197L New York
United Presbyterian Church U S A

Miller, Arthur R The Assault on Privacy University of Michigan Press, 1971

Raines, John Attack on Privacy Judson Press, 1974

Westin and Baker Databanks in a Free Society Quadrangle Books, 1972

Seminar - Aging and Rights of Conscience

Adler, Joan The Retirement Book New York William Morrow & Co , Inc

Butler, Robert N , M D Why Survive Being Old in America”? New York Harper and
Row

Tournier, Paul Learning to Grow 0ld London Student Chrastian Movement, Ltd




Bicentennial Conference on Religious Liberty

SEMINAR READING LISTS Page |

Seminar - Religious Liberty and International Affairs

Bates, M Searle Religious Liberty An Inquiry. International Missionary
Council, 1945

Moskowitz, Moses Human Rights and World Order Oceana, 1948

Murray, John Courtney, S J We Hold These Truths Sheed and Ward, 1960

Nolde, O Frederick Free and Equal World Council of Churches, 1968

The Umited Nations and Human Rights U N Office of Public Information, 1973

Seminar - The Military/Industrial Complex and the Concerned Conscience

Lakey, George. Taking Apart the War Machine Whole 1ssue of WIN Magazine
Available from WIN, Box 5,7, Rifton, N Y 12471, @ $ 30

Boserup, Anders and Andrew Mack War Without Weapons Schocken, 1975

Pleck, Joseph H and Jack Sawyer, eds Men and Masculinity BEnglewood Cliffs,
NJ Prentice-Hall, 1974

Taylor, Richard K Economics and the Gospel United Church Press, 197L

Seminar - Medical Ethics and Raghts of Conscience

Jakobovits, Immanuel  Jewish Medical Ethics Bloch Publishing Co , 1975

Katz, Jay and Alexander Capron Catastrophic Diseases Who Decides What?
Russell Sage Foundation, 1975

Moonan, John, ed The Morality of Abortion Legal and Historical Perspective.
Harvard University Press, 1970

Ramsey, Paul The Patient as Person Yale University Press, 1970

Tancredi, Laurence, ed Ethics of Health Care National Academy of Sciences, 1973

Journal of Current Social Issues Fall 1975, special 1ssue on medical ethics
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SEMINAR - FREE EXERCISE OF RELIGION

The cornerstone of religious laberty an this nation i1s the theologi-
cal and political concept we define as separation of church and state Its
history flows from two parallel quests the search of religious dissenters for
the freedom to practice their religion denied them in their own countries and
the struggle of non-rsligious or anti=religious intellectuals and others against
the religiously motivated vositions of their gove-mments Its concept recognizes
that the compulsory function of government cannot be merged with the voluntary
nature of religion because to do so would undermine democratic decision-mnaking
and compromise 1ndividual conscilence

In application of the separation principle, howewver, 1t 1s not always
clear what the Founding Fathers haa in mand  Scholars suggest that there wall
never be a final resolution of church/state 1ssues because the matter 1s more a
question of historical understanding than of technical law The best defense of
religious liberty 1s seen as the religious organizations of the nation going
about their business wath purpose and i1ndependence Some issues and questions

Taxation Under present policies, some religious organizations accept
substantial government subsidies i1n the form of tax concessions Others have
misused their tax praivileges by engaging in business ventures in competition wath
businesses wnich must pay taxes  Still others violate the principle of separation
by accepting community services vnaid for by tax dollars A related concern 1is
government use of the power of taration to influence legislation  How serious
are these violations of the separation orincinle® Should more stringent measurss
be taken to stop them” Or would such action bscome a matter of unjustified state
interference” What guidelines can be developed and who would be proper parties
to this endeavor®

Dsprogramming Are the interests of religious liberty more spscifically
served by the young people of the Children of God and similar sects who resist
deprogramming or by their parents wno seek to "rescue" them®

Military chaplaincy Does haistoracal practice justify continuation of
this arrangement” To wnat extent does 1t violate tne separation principle”? Should
individual religious bodies be charged with this resvonsibility® wWould the con=-
cept be better served 1f chavlains remained as civilians?

Adoption Courts' i1msistence that adoptive parents be the same religion
as the natural parents raises numerous questions about the free exercise of reli-
gion

SEMINAR - RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC MINORITIES IN A PLURALISTIC SOCIETY

In the first two centuries of this nation's life America was seen as a
grant melting pot Recognition in recent decades that this 1s a pluralistic society
severely jolted wadely help assumptions People began to discard the assimilation



concept and to take a more realistic view of the immense ethnic, racial, cultural,
and religious diversity of the nation  Blacks, American Indians, Spanish-speaking
people, and other minorities have become increasingly articulate and active in
combating the injustices vaisited upon them by the monopolistic theory.

QUESTIONS How can relagious organizations cooperate to affarm the
uniqueness of indivadual ethnic and religious groups in a pluralistic society?
How does pluralism intensify religious liberty problems? How ease them? How have
religious organizations in the past used their power to defeat cival justace To
defend a1t”

SEMINAR - RELIGIQUS LIBERTY AND PUBLIC EDUCATION

The ruling of the Supreme Court banning prayer and Bible reading in
public school continues a matter of in*ense public concern To some, the decision
seems based on a determination to eradicate America's memory of 1ts religious
heritage and open the doors to the teaching of "scientism" and other secular values
Others see 1t as a fundamental bulwark in the defense of the principle of radical
separation of church and state  Sporaaic attempts to pass a "prayer amendment!
which would authorize recitation of "mon~denominational' prayers have been opposed
by nearly every major religious denomination as a vaiolation of the religious liberty
of children Despite the ban, public schools i1n many areas continue dally prayers
and Bible readings

QUESTIONS Are practices of Bable reading and scrapture reading in
public schools serious First Amendment violations? If so, should there by increased
efforts to stop them”? Could an emphasis upon the distinction between the practice
of religiron and the study of religion open the way to a solution® What would be
acceptable guadelines for development of such studies® Who would be the proper
parties to such an enterprise” What should be the role of religious winstitutions
in this situnation®

SEMINAR - RELIGICUS LIBERTY AND PRIVATE EDUCATION

In a landmark case last May (lleek vs Pittenger), the Supreme Court
raised anew the issue of church/state relations i1n education in striking down
as a First Amendment violation the system in Pennsylvania of providing "auxiliary
services" to non-public schools The 1ssue raises serious doubts azbout the con-
statutionality of sumlar "auxiliary services" funded by government in Pennsylvania
and elsewhere and a host of potential problems

QUESTIONS Is the provision of auxiliary services a violation of the
separation principle” | What are the rights of minority groups taxpayers (e g
Roman Catholics) as over against those of the religious majority” What wall hap=-
pen to the quality of education in public schools i1f private schools close and
channel their studentsglnto public schools? What should be the attitude of
religious bodies? How can they work together most effectively to meet needs and

ease tensions?

Another 1ssue 1nvolving private education cancerns the exclusion of
minority group members on the basis of their religious beliefs, e g , Bob Jones



Unaversity Most of these institutions receive indirectly at least some tax
benefits

QUESTION Is religious liberty violated or supported in such a
si1tuation®

SEMINAR - CIVIL RELIGION

Official manifestations of religion in public life range from the
printing of the words "In God We Trust" on our coins, to the use of prayer in
the inaugural of public officials, to Sunaay worship services in the White
House  Some religious leaders and others see these practices as evidences of
moral strength and a sure sign that "God 1s on our side " Others view the
practices as a serious First Amendment violation and a dangerous evil in whach
the nation 1tself becomes the standard of 1ts own morality

QUESTIONS How did religious symbols shape the political and economic
development of this nation? Which symbols were emphasized and which were 1gnored
and with what consequence? How did political and economrc realities in turn
affect the religious ethos? What lessons can we learn from past instances in
which nationalist enthusiasm has dimmed the voice of conscience and made the
State the ultimate good®” How can religiocus institutions best use their resources
to guard against evails of navional arrogance which deny the hope of the Founding
Fathers that this nation would be "a defender of freedom" and "an eremy of
oppressyon!

SEMINAR -~ CONSCIENCE AND THE LIMITS OF CIVIL OBEDIENCE

The guarantees of religious liberty and freedom of conscience embodied
in the Declaration of Independence and other fundamental national documents re-
flect the basic concept of personal dignity, integrity, and inviolability which
are the heritage of our Judeo-Christian traditions. While U S courts have been
careful to define religious liberty in negatave terms, 1t can alsc be understood
as the affirmation of the rights of the indivadual alone and i1n community to make
ultimate commitments and to witness to those commitments Confrontation, there-
fore, wath forces which undermine these rights becomes inevitable The most
notable recent history of the use of civil disobedience tactics to achieve responsi=-
ble social goals were that of Dr Martin Luther King and the anti-Vietnam war demon=-
strations

QUESTIONS What constitutes an "unjust law"? What criteria can be ad-
vanced as a guide 1n determining when civil disobedience 1s a necessary form of
action? Should 1t always be the last resort? Is present legislation too lemient
1n dealing wath instances of "disobedience"? Too strict® How can Americans
disagree waith each other in motives and expectations while at the same time co-
operating to build a more just society” What should be the mimistry of religious
organizations to dissidents? Should religious organizations themselves ever
practice civil disobedience®?

SEMINAR - RIGHTS OF PRIVACY AND CLERGY CONFIDENTTALITY

In perhaps no other area recently has public outrage been so specifically
focused as 1n revelations that government agencies have used their powers to col-
lect information and spy upon citizens who hold so-called "questionable" views



Religious organizations and leaders especially have been the targets of these
investigations Recent disclosures indicate, for instance, that the CIA has
infiltrated and used the overseas mission agencies of the Protestant and Catholic
Churches for its own purposes - especiaily in Latin America (Essentially this
practice allegedly has followed one of more of these aspects = CIA use of mis-
sionaries as voluntary spies or conduits for funds, CIA manioulation of church
persons without their knowledge, CIA harassment of church people with "dangerous"
views ) While the most flagrant violations appear to be ended, the issue 1s one

of continuing concern especially for those groupc and indivaduals in society who see
their role as prophetic

QUESTIONS How essential 1s privacy to the individual TWhy? Are there
instances in which invas.on of privacy 1s legitimate? What guadelines can be
used to determine these” To what extent should religious organizations cooperate
or not cooperate with government agencies in this area What 1s the resporsibility
of religious organizations to those whose rights of privacy are jeopardized or
threatened?

How can religious organizations most effectively guard against unjustified
interference by the state® Are there instances in which suchactions by the state
are justified” What are the moral and ethical issues involved in a church person
workang covertly for a government agency® What 1s the responsibility of religious
orgamzations to clarify and promote these 1ssues to the general public?

SEMINAR - WOMEN'S LIBERATION AND THE RIGHTS OF CONSCIENCE

Sexasm has been described "as any attitude, action, or institutional
structure which systematically subordinates a person or group on grounds of sex "
But the word has only recently come into use Equalaty of the sexes was not a
concern of the Founding Fathers The promises of the American dream were valid
only for the white Anglo=-Saxon male  Social economic, and polatical structures
have made women "second class citizens throughout American history, thereby deny=-
ing them freedom of action and association which are the natural derivatives of
Inberty of conscience Nowhere has this been truer than in religious institutions

QUESTIONS What are the moral, ethical, and social issues of the
women's movement for equality in society? How can equalaity and non-daiscrimination
in law be translated into equalaty in fact? How can both men and women be helped
to change their stereotyped ideas of six roles and attitudes”? Are women the best
ones to solve their own problems? Is women's liberation a movement against men or
a move towards achievement of wholeness in society? What 1s the role of the reli~
gious institutions?

SEMINAR - MASS COMMUNICATIONS AND THE FORMATION OF HUMAN VALUES

The concentration of economic power in a highly technical era has created
a society characterized by mass production, mass distribution, and mass consumption
Handmaiden to this sequence 1s mass media advertising which provides the financial
undergirding for, and implicitly and explicitly controls, the editorial content of
mass media channels of television, radio, and prant Thus the values of consumerism
become a primary message reaching the American public Other messages to a large



extent are muted or lost Passivaty and the perpetuation of a host of stereo=
types are reinforced and the possibilities for sharing of knowledge and a range
of views are submerged in the over-riding corcerns of small groups in control

At the same time, although the worse excesses of the Watergate era
appear to have been corrected, the government continues 1ts system of "controlled"
news Ameracans, by and large, learn about their government, particularly con-
cerning overseas involvements, what 1t wants them to know Thus they are denied
access to accurate information which 1s essential for liberty of conscience

QUESTIONS In what way does the monopoly of mass media power threaten
basic institutions in a free society” What alternatives to monopoly power are
feasible® What are the moral and ethical i1ssues involved in this area®? What
are the implacations for, and responsibilities of, religious organizations? What
are the rights of the advertisers? Would they be infringed”

SEMINAR - GENOCIDE AS NATIONAL POLICY AND RESISTANCE THERETO

A1l early religions were systems for producing divine sanctions for
cementing society and reinforcing the status quo Religious rites were used as
a means of tricking the gods into fulfilling this role

The development of the Jewish religion (the Covenant) represented a
radical break in this tradition However, whenever the ambiguities of life be-
come too overwhelming or nations or community of persons come undeir particular
pressures, they are tempted to revert to the pattern of ihe early relagions and
ask the gods to serve thelr particiular needs

The Crusades represented this response 1n the Middle Ages In the 20th
Century, the pattern i1s continued in the murder of more than half of the Armenian
Christian commnity, of six mrllion Jews, and in mass slaughter in the Sudan ana
Uganda, among other places

Genocide and 1ts related evals of repression and persecution is the
ultimate pathological opposite of the concept of soul liberty = the term used by
William Penn to describe the right of the person, individually and in community,
to make ultimate commitments and to witness to those commitments

SEMINAR = THE AGING AND RIGHTS OF CONSCIENCE

Every day L,100 men and women become "senior citizens" and for many
of them the advent of their 65th birthday means that their lives become hedged
about by social, economic, and other structures of the system which seriously
1mpange upon their rights of freedom of conscience, and the freedom of action
and association which are 1ts derivatives Most notable are the changes in life
styles required by mandatory retirement

QUESTIONS Does society have an obligation to keep qualified people
in the working force after age 657 Are the social and economic problems re=
sulting from retirement the responsibility of voluntary organizations or govern=
ment” In what areas should there by cooperation® Are any areas exclusively
and obviously the responsibility of one or the other? Should the government
subsidize voluntary organizations for the care of the elderly”



SEMINAR « VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS AND ECONOMIC POWER STRUCTURES

Liberty of conscience depends upon there being a sufficiently diverse
distribution of power in a society in crder that dissenting opinion has a chance
to be heard and 1s not immediately crushed into obscuraty or silence  Without
this possibility, discussion and dissent can never move from the level of ab-
stract discussion 1nto the actual practice and public policy of the everyday
world In this last quarter of the 20th century, the tremendous concentration
of power 1in national government and giant multi-national corporations brangs
into serious question whether this nation's checks and balances system 1s still
sufficiently healthy to insure the rights of conscience

QUESTIONS Is there sufficiently wide and diverse distribution of
power in the United States to guard the concrete effectiveness of religious liberty
and freedom of conscience” What are the moral and ethical issues involved in
unlamited growth and gigantic size” Fow can more effective controls be exercised
of U S corporations whose international operations jeopardize freedom of con-
science 1n overseas countries? Snould the United Nations be party to the control
of multi-national corporations? What are the implications of the Fourteenth
Amendment's creation of a fictional "person" (1 e , the corporation) for First
Amendment guarantees” What are the implications for religious and other volun-
tary organizations in the present situation in which the U S tax structure tends
to penalize middle and lower income classes thereby reducing their powers of
discretionary givaing to such organizations? How can religious institutions best
aird those whose rights of protest and dissent have been violated or curtailed as
a result of this situation?

SEMINAR -~ RELIGICUS LIBERTY AND INTERNATIONAL AFFATRS

Even a superficial glance over the world scene reveals the tragedy of
daily new vioclations of religious liberty  Apartheid, racaial discrimination in
varying forms, arbitrary arrests and detention, torture, curtailment of religious
liberty - these and many other peiversions reflect disregard and contempt for
human dignity and erode the foundations of freedom, justice and peace  Some
progress has been made in the development of international responsibilaty for the
promotion of and respect for human rights in the growing sense of the inter-rela=-
tionship of all peoples and 1n the recognition that what happens in one part of
the world vitally affects all other parts American religious organizations
have played an important role in promoting concern for rights abroad tc the Ameri=-
can publac

QUESTIONS What 1s the relationship between religious liberty and
other rights® What lamitations should be placed on their exercise® What inter=
national standards and safeguards are available to protect rights”?” Is 1t pos-
sible to develop an international ethos concerning these rights? What has
been/should be the role of U S religious organizations particularly with a view
to articulatang the "conscience of mankind "

SEMINAR - THE MILITARY/INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX AND THE CONCERNED CONSCIENCE

Democracy's severest problems arise when differences or dissent appear
to jeopardize national safety or umity Thus a distinction musi be made between



legitimate demands of conscience and the obligations of the citizen to the state
and nation, and between a transcendent religious orientation which 1s absolute
and the basic claims of a civil government to patriotic loyalty and obedience

to the laws of the land

QUESTIONS How can objective guidelines be developed for determining
the good faith, 1 e , the "conscientiousness" of the objector? Of the 12),000
men covered by President Ford's ammesty plan, more than 100,000 have yet to
seek clemency” Is blanket amnesty the answer” Or should some program of condi-
tional and selective amnesty be sought”? Who would be hurt 1f amnesty were granted”
Should the fact that a war is "pooular" or "unpopular", or that i1t 1s "defensive"
or "offensive" be a determining factor? If a personal decision that a given war
1s "wrong" 1s sufficient to permit a single indavidual to declare 1t mull and
void, what happens to representative government and to tne Constaitution 1tself?
What are the implications for national defense? What are the responsibilities
of the nataon's relagiocus organizations in this 1egard”

Do conscientious objectors have the raght to withhold the percentage
of their taxes which would be used for war purposes? Can the government reguire
pacifist groups, e g , the Society of Friends, to waithhold federal income taxes
from the salaries of 1ts employees”?” How far can the State move in such areas
without jeopardizing sanctity of conscience?

SEMINAR -~ MEDICAL ETHICS AND RIGHTS OF CONSCIENCE

New scientafic discoveries, new laws and new practices ralse daily new
i1ssues relating to the ethics of medical and scientific practice and rights cof
the individual conscience The Karen Quinlan case made euthanasia a front page
issue Raight to ILafe groups fight the Supreme Court rule permitting abortaion,
while feminist groups wage campaigns to maintain 1t and keep 1t from being modi-
fied Other areas of increasing concern deal with organ transplants and "unneces=-
sary surgery", behavior control, genetic engineering, and counseling

QUESTIONS What are the guidelines for limitations of use of scientific
discoveries® Does the medical profession develop ethical standards apart from
those of, or does 1t reflect, those of society® Are medical ethics "relative!?
Who should meke the decisions about what constitutes a "bearable life"? Who
should bear the costs of extended 1llnesses? What are the issues involved in

"death waith digmity"”? When does a patient have the right to refuse life-extending
treatment® Is the fetus human® Does 2t have raghts”®

SEMINAR - PROPHECY

Religious liberty has two dimensions - the negative fostered in decisions
of the U S courts and the positive seen as the affirmation of the right of the
independent conscience Confrontation with any force which violates this right
(soul liberty) is inevitable In the civil sphere, dissent from the restrictions
and injustices of the status quo 1s termed cival disobedience In the religious
community -~ prophecy

One dramatic expression of prophecy surfaced in the experience of the
Puritans who felt called to speak out the truth as they saw 1t, regardless of



the consequences The tradition continued with Quakers who were moved to aisturb
the peace of Anglican services, particularly such persons as William Penn, George
Fox, and Elizabeth Fairfax

In the Twentieth Century the spirat of prophecy has been expressed as
a sign of the unbreakable conscience in the lives of such men as Dietrich Bon=-
hoffer, Franz Jdgerstitter ard othsrs who were martyrs of Naz.sm

Other contemporary instances include that of James Forman calling for
rights of Blacl people from the purpit of Riverside Church and the ordination
of eleven Episcopal women in Philadelphia in 197}  Issues of prophecy involve
the very future of the religious community because they inevitably speak to
i1ssues of spiritual life and death
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We write to 1nvate you to attend the natiorai sicentennial Conference
on Religious Liberty to be held Apri1l 25-30, 1976, 1n Philadelphia, under the
auspices of the Metropolitan Christian Council of Philadelphia representing
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from you
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\rnoto by Robent S Haivey)
WILLIAM B BALL constitutional lawyer from Harrisburg told
participants in the Bicentennial Conference on Religious Liberty
last week that religious liberty in education was dechning and
threatened with extinction Friday Rabbi Marc H Tanenbaum
(cirectly behind Ball) said others must not be indifferent to the
honest feelings of Catholic parents who feel wronged by the
American system with regard to nonpublic school aid

Rabbi: ‘Catnholics
Viust Be Hezard
Cn School Aid’

Persons who disregard out of hand the feelings of
Catholic parents on the nonpublic school aid question are
failing 1n moral responsibility, a noted Jewish leader said
here last week

Rabbi Mare H Tanenbaum national interreligious
affairs director of the American Jewish Committee
(AJC) said 1t 1s ime to listen to and dialogue with
Catholic parents and to find what we can do positively ’
to aid them

It bothers me terribly that many good Catholic
people friends and neighbors and parents of
ciiuldren who are friends of my children feel they
are being dealt with unfairly by American society
Rabb1 Tanenbaum said at the Bicentennial Confer
ence on Religious Liberty here

Many of the Catholic parents I know are middie
class people with limited financial resources who are
having a difficult time making ends meet

All of them pay taxes wnicn go to support the public
education system and they carry the additional burden
of having to pay added tuition for their parochial school

He said he knew from personal experience that the
anger and resentment of Catholic parents are real

From an ecumenical and mterreligious per
spective and for me personally 1t 1s a failure of
moral responsibility {o be indifferent te these honest

- feelings of Catholic parents and simply to continue
to say no to them by engagmng only in support of
amicus briefs that result in demial of any financial
relief to these hard pressed people

Rabbi Tanenbaum noted that the Philadelphia
chapter of the AJC has recently come out 1n support of
the nonpublic school auxihary services law of Pennsylva
nma The new AJC policy now supports educationally
diagnostic and remedial” services such as guidance
counseling testing and services for the improvement of
the educationally disadvantaged as long as they are
provided outside the nonpublic school

It 1s a matter for Catholic educators to determine
what measures are required to reduce their costs of
running their schools ' he added But that does not
absolve any of us outside of the Catholic community from
remaming indifferent to the quality of education the
health and welfare that affects the hives of 15 milhion
children who happen to be Catholic "

—BOB ZYSKOWSKI
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Rabbi Asks National -
Dialogue on Abortion

PHILADELPHIA (RNS)—A
promunent rabb has urged that
interreligious leaders find a way
to de sectarianize’’ right to hfe
1ssues and 1ssues and promote a
national dialogue on their moral
implications

Rabbi Marc H Tanenbaum,
national director for interrel
gious affairs of the American
Jewish Committee, made the
appeal iIn a paper on Con
temporary Issues of Church
State Relations’ given at the
Bicentennial Conference on
Religious Laberty here

Discussing what he called ‘“‘the
Catholic agenda” 1n the United
States Rabbi Tanenbaum
asserted that right to hife 1ssues
and aid to parochial schools

have 1n fact been projected to
the nation as the Catholic
equivalent to what Israel and
Soviet Jewry mean to American
Jews "

He commented that ‘ the right
to life 1ssues are profoundly
moral, theological questions
which presuppose a specific
theological and doctrinal com
mitment, Israel and Soviet
Jewry are far more human
rights and national self determi
nation 1ssues which do not re
quire theological assent as
preconditions for support "’

For years Rabbi Tanenbaum
claamed, “‘Cathohic leadership
has publicly advocated the
abortion and other rnight to hfe

1ssues as Catholic’ 1ssues These
have become rallying points
mvolving Catholic 1dentity and
in effect the mobilhization of
Catholic peoplehood *’

According to the American
Jewish Committee leader, the
effect of that formulation of
i1ssues 1s that if they are
ceived 1n the opular mmc;)e as
“Catholic 1ssues’ they need not
necessarily be ‘‘Protestant’ or
‘Jewish’ or broadly ‘American’
1ssues

(Asked later about the em
phasis being given by the US
Catholic Conference and the
National Conference of Catholic
Bishops to the 1dea that abortion
1s not an exclusively Catholic
1ssue, Rabbi Tanenbaum said he
felt that was a relatively recent
emphasis on the part of Cathohe
Church officials )

Rabbi Tanenbaum called on
‘interreligious 'statesmanship’
to ‘“‘desectariamze the right to
hfe 1ssues and find creative ways
to engage thoughtful, caring
Americans of all rehgious trach
tions 1 a national dialogue
whose ultimate end must be a
movement to humanize the
human condition ’

Withregard to aid to parochial
schools, Rabbi Tanenbaum
affirmed his commitment to the
principle of church state separa
tion, but said he empathized with
the position of many Catholics




L RLe Gng on Nelprae hife sty
~Tax aid a matter of religious liberty?

Abortlon? Conference hears all sides

- By Rick Casey
NDH Special Can resnomnt

PHILADELPHIA —_Cathollt_ and -other
parents who want to send their children to
 parachial schaols should receive tax-aid as
a matter of religious !|bprty ‘Catholic
church efforts to seek-a. ronsmutmnal
.amendment restricting abortions are a
violation of the rel|g|ous libertyof others.

"These contrastlng pmposﬂmns, force—

fully argued by two différent speakers in a

' spare, 172-year-old Quaker meeting house

_here, were testimony to the fact that 200

years after the founding of the first nation

which prohibited state. rellglon important
issues of religious I|berq-I femain unsettled.

The occasion was a’ Nauonal Conference
on Religious Liberty, co- sponsored by the
~Metropolitan Christian -Council of Phila-

~ 53 delphia; the Catholic Archdiocese of Phila-

delphia and the Board of Rabbls of {'reater
Fhlladelphla ' :

About 300 persons from around the
country discussed, issues rangmg from

e ] BALL - nCR phato by Rick Casay

" “deprogramming' of young people in-

volved in unfamiliar sects to the-holocaust
of six million Jews under Nazi Germany. .

- The case for church school aid as a matter
‘of religious liberty was made by William
~Ball, a prominent Catholic " lawyer from

Hamsburg, Pa., who has handled.religious
liberty cases involving Amish and evangeli-

ligion,’

-lems of religious liberty the nation faces.”

_ commandments.

-of secular humanism is every bit as obnox-

“alternative increasingly difficult.

Frankiln Li!teil professor -of rellglon at
Temple University, Philadelphia, told of at-
tending his ‘daughter’s graduation cere-
mony which included hymns he described

as’ patrlohc “chauvinism of the worst sort.”

1 wuuld much rather have my daughter
graduate from an orthodox Jewish or a very

conservative Catholicrschool than one-

which gives ‘forth this mishmash of re-
‘" he said. "’Thnlg is an arrngance on
the part of the public school authorities

- which indicates that Ihey have last sight of

the fact that education is primarily a matter
for the parents and the: |‘am1l\.r The children
do nni belong to the state.”

. The Rev. Dean Kelley, executive for re-

ligious liberty at the National Council of

Churches, called the issue raised by Ball
“one of the most pervasive unsolved prob-

-Ball noted that'a major reason Cathaolic
school systems had been-established was
the Protestant control of public schools.
He cited an 1859 case in which a Boston
court upheld a public school teacher who
had beat with a stick the hands of an 11-
year-old Catholic boy for a half hour, offer-
ing to stop as soon as the boy agreed to
recite the Protestant version of the 10

While such an occurrence is unlikely
now, Ball said whalt he called the “religion’

ious to sume religious parents as was the
Protestantism of public schools to the Bos-
ton boy, his parents and priest.

In addition, while’ earller generatlons
could establlqh church schools, said Ball,
inflation, increased taxation and state-
enforced standards’ for schoals make this

He cited the case of a group of parents
who were convicted of criminal violations
because they insisted on sending their

_ .children_to_their own Bible-oriented

school, which did not meet some 600
regulations included in a volume presefted

to them hy the qtate depanmem of educa-.

tion..

The school, sa_id Ball, was producing
children who scored above average on na-
tional tests, but failed to provide such
requirements as a multi-media library
staffed by a certified operator and to teach
required curricula in social studies, health
and citizenship, the contents of which the

- ‘cal parents who ob|ect to public schoollng parents found agamst their religious be-

-for their children. -

Ball's argumems drew a measuré of sym-

* pathy, if not wholehearted support, from

some liberal Protestants-who are - dis-
, enchanted with-public schools.” * .

ln the conferencc s keynote address, Dr

liefs,

“In the t_riai the. prosecution repeatedly
pointed out that the school was 'unchar-
tered,” that is was not in compliance with
the 600 ‘minimum standards,” ** said Ball.

“The pastor-plincipal on the stand,

U.S. government spied on
church groups, clergy

WASHINGTON (NC) — Church graups
and clcrgyme-n — particularly those .in-
volved in the pro-civil rights or antiwar

. movements — are among several hundred

thousand Americans who ha\-'e been under
surveillancé by federal agencles, accord-ng
to a Senate report. e de ;

' The Senate Select Committee. on Intelli-

© gence, in its final report, “Intelligence Ac-

tivities and the. Rights of Americans,'” said
. its investigation established that “the
targets of intelligence activity have ranged
far beyond persons who could properly be
characterized as enemies of freedom and
have extended to a wide array of citizens
engaging in lawful actwlt\f 2 :

“The government has often undertaken
the secret surveillance of citizens on the
asis of their political beliefs even when
‘e beliefs posed no threat of violence or
“~on’ behalf of a hnsnle iorelbn

fﬂpcri said.

\and nghter cuntmls are
rislation,” the report said,_
Fance activities threaten

¢ REPORTER
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to undermine our democratic society and
fundamentally alter its nature.”

Religious gro_ups-.'su(f-h as the Anti
Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, “As-
sociated Catholic Charities” (possibly Balti-

more, but the report was unclear) and the

lay-edited Catholic magazine Coni-
monweal were on an “enemies list” of or-

ganizations to be given special attention by -

a special Internal Revenue Service unit.

Clergymen_and religious organizations
were also victims of government “dirty
tricks.” 'The.American Friends (Quakers)
Service Committee was on a list of organi-
zations and individuals targeted by the CIA

“and FEl to have their [omlgn mail upened

and inspected.

Indesc rrblng efforts b)-' the FBI to contact
employersarfunding organizations to have
targeted individuals fired; the report said,
“For example, priests who allowed their

. EhurcHes to be used for the Black Panther

breakfast programs were largeted, and
anonymous letters were sent to: their bish-
ops.” = k i

again and again tried to explam that he d|d
not want a charter since a charter would
signify the school’s agreement with all of
the standards,_some of which were reli-
giously unacceptable.”

Ball said the case is on appea_l,
Concern for the feelings of parents such

"asthose spoken of by Ball was expressed by

Rabh Marc lanenhaum national inter-
:ctor for the American

Jewish Committee, o
—— T N

_Speaking of Catholic school parents who
feel they are being treated unfairly, Tanen-
baum said, “It is a failure of moral respon-
sibility to be indifferent to these honest
feelings of Catholic parents, and simply to

“What do Russia and China have in

common today? They both hate Jews;" he -

said. "What did Martin Luther and the pope
have in commuon? Their hatred of Jews.”

Noting that recent discussion has
focused on how so.many Jews could go
passively to-their deaths; Wiesel asked,

“How do you éxplain how so miany kll[ers
remained Chr.stlans?“

* Seyeral 5peakers praised the confcrcnl:c
as the sort of. serious appraisal the bicen-
tennial ought to foster, rather than the
jingoistic -national and religious-exercises
that are expected to predominate. By way
of example, Tanenbaum-displayed a knit
red; white -and blue skullcap-that'was pre-
sented to him recently.

MATTER OF OFiNION: A listener responds to: Potter, ceme_r_._Heshwgh. N

continue “fo say no to them by engaging
only in support of amicus (friend of the
court) briefs that resuil in denial of any
financial relief.” .

He said the American }E'w:sh Co-mmlrtee
now is seeking ways of finding constitu:
tional aid to Catholic schiools and has sup-
ported an al.lxillafy services bill in. Pennsyl-
vania. :

It was Tanenbaum who raised aborti‘on"

politics as a religious liberty issue.

A constitutional amendment being
pressed by the Catholic church, he said,
“would result in the imposition of a sec-
tarian morality on the society at large.”"

“It is a Catholic version.of the temper-

" ance struggle,” he said. “You can impose a

moral position.on a society, but if it is not

-based on asubstantial rno ral consensus itis

only an external victory.”

Althoughit doesn't affectas man ¥ peoplc
as the school aid and abortion quest:ons
Kelley suggested that the “most acute'"re-

1|grous liberty issue today is “dcprogram-'

ming."

Kelley cited the actlvmes nf Ted P.'n rick,
who has been hired by parents fo snalch
their children from such groups as the

"Chuldren of God and the Rev. Sun Myung

Moon's ‘Unification church. Patrick’s

methods often involve what Kelley called

4 kldnapplng and days of a barrage,of psy-
chological pressure tactics appiled agamsi

" the young person’s will.

Ncllng that Patrick defends his practices
by charging the sects with brainwashing
and that several courts have dismissed kid-
napping charges against him, Kelley said,
“The problem is that there is proof of what
Patrick is doing. There-is as yet no proof
that the rehgmus groups are domg; wh1t he
says-they are.”

Conference panicipnms focused on reli-
gious liberty problems around the world as
well as in"the United States. .

Elie W:esel a writer who survived Nazi
concentration camps, spoke of the holo-.

'caust and the furces that led to it.

The confergnce featured some guerrilla

theater on torture of political prisone’rs in
Latin America, and an unusual daily Tunch-

eon service, served byapolitically-criented
.collective known’ as “The Fatted Spraut,”

which provides simple meals for cunier—

ences, weddings and other gatherings. -
The only hint.of jingoism came in a

speech by Father Theodore ‘Heshurgh,

president fthe Umversrty of Notre Dame,
who calléd it “a curious ‘paradox. that

* America is one of the most criticized coun:

tries on earth, especially if one listens to.UN
debates, and yet, atthe: sametime Amenca
is the country which most people: would
prefer to li
chopse.” -+ 7 e

 Hesburgh talked of slavery and rac cisma as
tragic flaws in the United States, but con-
cluded, "One would hope that America,

* the nation the most varied in population,
most endowed by the perennial promise of -
its founding documents, most affluent in,

resources, most powerful in arms; most
committed to world peace and freedom,
might find some new expression to 'ms'pirc

- and lead the world at our present sad junc-

ture, just as it did in 1776 when conditions
for hyman freedom ‘and dignity were
appreciably worse, !hough less w:deiy

.known and lamented.” .

D Philip Potter, géneral secretary of the

; World Council of Churches, disagreed.

" Ame rica did sel apattern for many other
countries,” he said. 1 would say that what
Father Hesburgh said was true at the end of

World War 1. I'm not sure now. The deep- - °

contradiction's within America itself ‘and
withthé rest of 1heworld have to be faced.”

In an address to the conference, Potter
cnt_ed,l(nrea and nations in Latin America
where “many Christians have been -‘im-
prisoned, tortured and even killed because
of the exercise of their religious llherry for
the sake of the poor and oppressed,”" and

added that “the U.5. government and U.5.

multi-national and other entérprises have
appeared to undergird oppressive re'gimes

which flagrantly violate human rights in- -
" .cluding religious liberty.” 5

nif they were: frec 10






