*
AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
G406 4 b

% «

é’% +'O

7 S S
3>y

THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

Preserving American Jewish History

MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection, 1945-1992.
Series C: Interreligious Activities. 1952-1992
Box 13, Folder 2, Black Hebrew Israelites, 1978-1979.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(513) 221-1875 phone, (513) 221-7812 fax
americanjewisharchives.org



January 30, 1979
A James_Rudin
" Inge Lederer Gibel .

4 i thqught you would_be in;erested.iﬁ ihis excellent séries-on
the Black Hebrew se£t31n Israel. Based on my own meetfng with
them, I-thing the.téam that. researched this did an eminently
fair;Job and you'll Se interested in'the'cbmpafisbn to other
cults, | | - ' '
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Encibsures-

cc: Judith Banki
Milton Ellerin _
Haskell L. Lazere/Steye Denker
Marc H., Tanenbaum , '



- THE LIVES of blacks In America's

FIIDAY, JANUARY 18, 1873

T™HE Jr‘musm.dm_posr : L

urbsfu ghettoa are a tale of poverty,
raclgm, crime and sgualor. Fre-
quently, therefore, they seek refuge
in religion and messlanic culta.
Buch a cult .was the Jonestown

. People's Templt in Guayana where,

two months ago, over 800 members -

dled In a ritual mass sulclde. -
The ‘shocking event has ralsed
questlons about cults In general — in
the U.8. there are said to be §,000
religious and non-religlous cults, In
Israel it has raised questions about
the 1, 400 Black Hebrews who have
come/tn the country during the last
10 ygars, The largest concentration

is In Dlmcma.. but members of the .

and Eilat.
Israell governments throughout

_these 10 years have falled to develop °

a clear policy regarding the group. -
" At first the authorities treated them - -
- with benign neglect. But as thelr

numbers grew, and as their
presence caused concern in the

Negev towns where they concen-’
" trated, the authoritles were deterred.

from any extreme action — such as
deportatlon — by fear of an-
tagonizing Blacks In Amerlca,

Three months ago the Minister of .

the Interlor appointed a commission
to examine the situation of the Black’
Hebrews, This commission, headed

sect also llve ln Arnd Mllzpe Ramon .

by NRP Knesset Meinber David

Glass, must comé up with a solutign.
Far the local authoritles in Dimona
and Ardd are ne longer prepnred to .
accept the status quo.

The Black Hebrews are equally
dissatisfied. They want to ‘be
relocated In a asttlement of their
own. So far the Ministry has not been
. prepared .to recommend such

.resettlement of the group, most of *

whom are in [srael illegally and are
Amerlcan citizens,

A team of Jerusalem Post.

reporters — Joan Borsien, David

Richardson, Zvl Ben Nahum — has
in recent weeks Investigated the .

by the

reluc
cluding the police and the Interlor

gathe
egations of nelghbours and
former eult members, who expreas-

ed fears about the cult's values, |
bohavisur and control over Its' " -
memYpew, and by local officiels In
Dimopa and Arad who want the .

Black Mebrews removed Irum thelr

tOWrI iy
lL serieg of flve articles, In- ¢

&n lmerv!ew by Harry Wall, . .
cult's leader, Ben-Ami ;
Carter, Whe Jerusalem Post will try |

cIudI
with .

to pmcnt the facts a.nd the Issues.

Black Hebrews and thelr problems,

"Hmnm rmmeur How were we lo
know that so mfv would want fo
comg horof" ehudit Huebuer,

- Deputy Diréctor General of the
3 fnteri‘nr‘ Minlstry, January 1979 .

THE BLACK HEBREWS are &
relatively small and obscure group

by Amerlcan standardas.

Sacretive and Insuler, they are rul-

ed by a charlamatic leader who has
Eiven them anew, purposeful Identl-
iy by pramlsing them utopld.

_The group emsrged In Chicago ln.,
the aarlz“mm. when saveral

hetto
cvangellsts began preaching Black
nationglism grafted onto a form of

Judalgm as a way out of the Black

Ameriean predicament. They maln-
talned sthat Black was not only
beautiful but alse the colour of the

a4 O Testament patriarch

who formed a covenant with God.
Ben-Aml Carter and Shaleak Ben-
Yehuda, founders of the Black
‘brews, wmg atep further and ad-

\‘nualgd Black Zlonizm.' The

of thelr foll had not
kept "the lnw,“ they !lid and had
en punighed with ex.

Ve and alnmj Nw. in

poasessions, plek up thelr crosses,
and accept the guldance of their
prophecles by moving to Liberle."”
“Just ‘a8 our people whef they
came oul of anclent Egypt could not
enter directly Into Israel," Carter
explained several years ago, "also
at the end of this captivity we could
not enter directly Into Isracl. There
were certaln mores of the decadent
soclety of America — modern Egypt

-— which had to be cast off In the

wilderness."
Thera were defections, But moat of
the group, which seltled on a 1,200-

dunam tract 80 miles from -
. Monrovin, weathered two years of

Liberla’s shaky economy, primitive
conditions, and attempts by govern-
ment officlals to deport them.

: Carter and Hhaleak used the
African sojourn to help the group

‘shake off the shackles af

Negrotlam." They atrengthenéd
thelr followers morally and
spiritually and tranaformed them

. fram atercotype ghetto 'Blacl:s Into a

proud,
‘They were dlatlm:t from other
"natlona by virtuc of their

of Arniag all Black Hebrews
must return to thelr original
homeland, [aracl.

Operntlng out of the Abelta
Hebrow Cultural Centre on 47th and
Cottage Grove, the two men

successiully pmselnued several.

hundred Black Christlans, Black
Moalems, and Blacks whao con-

sldored themaelvea Jews but for the -

most part had not converted. By July
1967 they had persuaded 184
hellevern o “lell all thelr wurldl,y

- sitrlet moral code,
cnﬂmﬂul dress and Hebrew names,
not to mentlon their still-evolving
rellglous p‘hl!o:uphj'.

AT THE END of 1967 the cult |

leadership sent enc of its members,
Charles Blackwell, to Inrael, “‘lo apy
out -the land lke a modern day

Joshua.'" Blackwell, a former-

Chicage foundry worker who today
Ia the head of the Black Hebrew com-
munity In Arad. went to Kibbutz
Ma‘abarot a3 & \uluntur and

remained there for 18 monthd, Ha
observed kibbute communel-jilfe,
probed the nuances of the Law of
Return as it applicd to Falasha
Jews, learned to apeak Hebrew
fluently, and repovted back — In the
words of Carter — *"on the ways and
customs of the people nurmnlur Hw-
fng In The Land.**

g‘hen four other Black Hahnwn —
Willy and Tekla Buller, Glorla
Verner and her son David — entered
Israel in August 1069 as tourlsts.

. After a reunion with Blackwell at

Mn'abarot, the five were brought to

American who wrote hla doctoral
theals on the cult, beld that In

"faatats had by lllen complsted thelr’

— as the

ashing for admission under the Law
of Relurn, while not apecifically
stating that they were not Jews, the
Black Hebrews thought they were
belng very clever. It was not thelr
reaponsibllity, the cuit leadership
subsequently told Lqunds, if-ihs

Israell authorities dld not catch onto

thelr ruse. 1

THE INTERIOR MINISTRY'S
deputy director-general, Yehudit
Huebner, wha Is In charge of the pop-

Arad, then & new devel L lown
belng populated selectively,;by
David Mnimon, head of the Arad
Employment Office, and Uzl
Hatmovich, secrctary or the lics.l
councll. °

The Blacks were glven work and
housing; every effort was madé to
Absorb them Intg the communily —
even when it became evident that

{ registration: dtpaﬂment
recalls that the governmenl was un-
suré of what atatus to give this se-
wnd. group:

T “Most were \ﬂm!mm1 and children
who had no financlal résources,” she
sayy. “They told us they had ‘come
b’ to be free arid. not slaves In
America, and that

Sheswn out ol uberll We declded to

thay were not, au had originally been
imed at the Devel Ardas
Referral Centre, '*Falasha Jews who
had spent time In the U.B."
In November 1808,
Jowlshness was atin \wlng de'haleﬁ

while thelr .

and .gave

ey had been .

ham tlmporlrj lmualng and Ihree- 2

asith-visas in the

:ul.lnnnl pﬂ:!q Md before them —
that_the Black” Habrews wore nol
fawa, However, since the Interfor
.Minlatry was reluctant to break up
tamilies, it

The m was hampered h:.r the. -
ce of the authorities, In- -

‘Minlsiry, to cooperate with this fact-. ;
effort. But it was spurred ;

ficlent " funds, and virtually none of

t0 be admitied as luurlus.
ailpulaling that they.were not en-
Attted to housing privileges. The 70
maen were taken In by the familles

- _ahready living In Dimmona, and they

eaused conalderable. overcrawding.
Early In 1871 yet ancther group
arrived. Thistime it was the Housing

them hpted ta renew thelr visad.

: The Interior Minlstry then decided

— In 1072 — that no more Black
Hebrews were to be allowed Into the

' munlﬂf. but gave no guidellnes on

 how to distinguish belween cult

' members and legitimate Black
tourists. New recrults circumvented
. ll!‘pnrl screoning by passing

Minislry that dr ity
tor the r e
Ramon municipality was told that 11
“'Black Jewish families" wnnled to
seltie In the Negev.

"We tock them glmly. with m‘b
shaught to their colour," says Zvi
Wianan, who was deputy mayor at
the time. "It meant ancther lot of

fspmea would be lit up each night in

our town.™
Yhe group's ranks awelled as new

M. Dimona, the ‘Negev dcvelop-'

- mwiit town with experience In absor-

by the Religl
second group, mostly women ml

- children, appeared before officials

at Lod Alrport. Calling themselves
Black Hebrew Israelites and claim-
Ing that their anccstors had been ox-
Ited from Isracl 4,000 years ago, they
asked to bé admitted to the country
as Immigrants under the Law of
Return. They purposely gave, b‘om;
abou

thelr Jewlshnesa,
Morrls Lnunds. Jr .» & Blach

Mag Jewa fro varfous
: . ihe exotjc Blacks were
'ﬂqomad with oper arms. They

were glven 12 flota id the Nitzahon
:gllhuurhmd, as we]l as loans for

and furniture. (The childeen
ware admitted Lo locgl schools and
Jobs were found for the adults,
~ Four months later - in March 1810
| — & third group, clalming to be the
fathpra and husbandy of the Biack
[ Hebrows llving in Dimone, arrived
! in Inrnel. Among them were Carter
, and Bhaleak, Interlop Minlstry of-
I ! £

arriving from the U.8. on
surist visas were quickly absorbed.
n October 1671 an estimated 230-300
Miack Hebrews were living In Isracl,
mast of them illegally, [l was then
Ghat the Interlor Ministry declded te
take a hard line. Alrport officlals
weare ordered to turn back any Black
Hebrews arriving without a return
Heket or sufficlent funds, and the
@eersheba office of the Interlor
Ministry wos Instructed not to ex-
tend ﬂw lnurint visas of those who
Il Iriends

‘and uutlvcu in Dimona, -

A8 A RESULT new membora arclv-

s off as tourl

and -
pllgrlma Intent on “baplizing tlleir

children In the Jordan.”
Thia led to lengthy Interrogations
“-and conslderable harassment for all
. Blacks entering Israel — among
them Bayard Rustin, (one of Iarael's
_slrangest supporters in the
Amerlean Black eommunily), and
actor Lou Gosset (of "*Rools" fame,
who clalms he waa pulled from
passporl eontrol lines slx times and
thet n gun was held to his head).
Even the world head of the Bahal
faith was subjected to similar in-
dignitles. -
Al tht same time, the

ed with round»ter !.Ir.-mm and nur-'

I'Rutlngerl

Interlor Mlniltry took anostrich-like
Mlma hury! Ing its head In the sands
of bur

° Only those Black: Hebrews con-

-vieted of pelly erimes or involved In
_the Axe Murder (an Intra-cult aquab-
* ble which reaulted in one Biac!

d;
Ing” from hatchel wounds) wer'\:
deported. The others were left In
legal llmbe — without identity cards,
rights or responaibllities.

When 68 Black Hebrews renounced
their American eltizenship In
November 1573,
Minlntry ignored .the aftuation,
though the U.S. Embassy claimed
Israel was now legully responsible
for them.

Complaints from realdenll of Arad
and -especially Dimona about the
overcrowded apartmenta {reported-
1y ovor 20 pcople per unit), overflow-
Ing sewage, excessive nolse, and |
usurped public facilities went un-
Anawered or were [nvestigated by
one of several commitiecs that’

_renl.-hed no conclusions,

Mintslry began lo fsaue deportation
orders ond prgmised ln expel "'in
stages” all cult w'hnae

, eult b con-
finued to get past alrport officials
and make thelr way to Dirona. And,

_tourfat visas explred.

Then, In December 1972, the
Bupreme Court ruled that the Black
Hobrewa could nol be considered
Jews and upheld Inlerlor Minlster
Yasel Burg's rigint to deport them —
but also suggested thal those Blnck
Hebrows alrendy Hving In Tarael be

,pl.‘l'lll'll“l!ﬂ to remaln. VWith that the

ding to one rellable eatimate,
there arc 'al lenst 1,400 Black
Hebrews lving In Iurnel l.:n!nmI —the
cxact ia
they wore never lssued identity
cards ond do not I:nve to register
births.

Pagt lwn in thia serles will be appearing
on Rundiy. .

the Interior .



. ''New York Amsterdam News,"

NEWSBEAT)Black Hebrews II'

- American Blacks, Jews intervene with Israel

By JOAN BORSTEN

“The Stule of Israel is racist to the-

core...we call for a full boycott of
Israel, its producls, and its lourist
ventures.' — Aslel Ben Israel,
"Minisier of the Hebrew Natlon of
Israelites," in an interview with the

tober 1077.

'SOON AFTER his irriva! in Isracl N

March 1970, Ben-Am! Carter, the
spiritunl lcader of the Black
Hebrews, made it clear to Israclis

that his followers were not, as some

rabbis stated, ‘'dark-skinned
brethren who practised Judaism ac-
cording to Ashkenzal tradition.'” No,
they were Hcbrew Israclites, a
*‘nation''  whose identity, cuiture,
history and language had been stolen
by those who call themselves Jews.

Carter announced to all who would
listen that there was a world con-

spiracy to conceal from his followers

their true identity as the original
Hebrews of the Bible. At a series of
press conferences he lald claim to
the Land of Israel ''to the fullest ex-
tent of its biblical boundaries,”
declared that a mlilllon more Black
Hcbrews were getting ready to
‘'come home'' to laracl,
predicted that. Armaggedon would
occur in September 1977,

JERUSALEM POST

Qc- -

and

After a period of catastrophe,

"pestilence, and famine, he deelared,
* the Black Hehrews would be
. .restored to God's favour 'and world

- leadership. From their capital in

Jerusalem,

**Northeast Afriea,'

" Carter propheaicd, the Blacks would

January 21,

- Messengers,"'

be a guiding light for the African

continent and the entire world, He
himself would lead them as the
messiah.

Black Hebrews who had arrived in

Israel before himi'and had become
amenable to converalon were
brought” back into . line, and
friendships with ‘'non-believers"’
were terminated. Any attempts by
cult ‘members to integratc Into
Israeli society were discouraged by
Carter. Chlldren were withdrawn

from government schools In order to -

be educated in the ways of the
“*Kingdom of God.'' Reclations
between Jews
deteriorated as the cult appropriated

. public bombh shelters for classrooms,
- maternity wards, and wedding halls.

The group’'s rock band, ‘'The Soul
practised until. late
each night, lgnoring conplalnla from
nmghhoura

The Black Hebrews alao moumcd.

what locals deacribed as a "hate and
terror campaign.' After the Housing
and Absorption Minlstries refused to

1979

and Blacks,

nilocate them additional apartments
(because they were not. citizens or
immigrants), Blacks attempted
forcefully to occupy several flats and
then an agricultural site opposite

- Kibbutz Beit Kama.,

WHEN THE Interior Ministry refus-
ed to issue special work permits for

them (because they were in the
country as tourists) 30 Blacks,

watched by a television team and -

forcign correspondents, cntered a
Dimona supermarket, fllled their
baskets with approximately $1,000
worth of goods, and refused to pay
the bill. Derogatory remarks about
the Israclis were coupled with anti-
Semitic comments and charges that
the “‘whites" were impostors.

"The local press dismissed Carter
as a trouble-maker and a crackpot,
but in the International medla the
prcacher made hecadlines as the
spokesman of a group of Black

Jews* discriminated against by the

“racist’ Israclis, “‘forced' by the
government to live 20 per flat,

“‘banned’ from public schools and -

public health facilities.

In the U.S., indlvidual
members who had been deported
from Isracl or turncd back at the ale-
port mounted a parallel public
rclations campalgn, taking thelr

cult .

casc to the Elack preas, the Comntis-
sion for the Elimination of Raclsm,
the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, the Organization of .
African Unity, the Arab League, and
the United Nations Ad Hoc Com-
miltee on Palestiniana, - :
The ““New York Amasterdam

" News,' the largest circulation Black

newspaper in the U.S., frequently .
reported the anti-Isracl charges and.
supported the cult editorially. A
Black radio statlon in Chicago .
devotcd many evenings to the group
and, according to one source, ‘‘'made
constant references to. '‘Brother
Sadat' and his ‘coming war to kill the
cvil beast,' while pledging further ef-
forts to ‘join the nation in Dimona.'

Isracll hasbara cfforts In
American Black communitles were
torpedoed. Moshe Gllboa, the Israell
Consul-General in Atlanta, com-
plained that the *‘furer over the case
of the Black Hebrews had harmed
Isracl's image among Negroes inthe
American South' and had also
harmed '"the good relations which
exist between Jews and Blacks Inthe
South."

THE ANTI-SE M_ITIC. anti-Iaracl

" crusade was documented by the.

Anti-Defamation League of the B'nal’
(Continmed on page 4 col, 3
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Amencans intervene for Black Hebrews

ICnnlInurd Iromn puge 1) .
B'rith In New York. Included in tlla_
thick plle’of newspaper clippings .—'
some from the “New York Times," -

*Chicago Tribune,"” "Chicago Sun.
Herald,'"

Times,' “‘Miaml
“Baltimore Sun,” and *“New York
Dally Mirror'-— are flyers publish-
ed for dissemination in the ghettos;
pamphlets, and a letter written in
December 1973 to all -Black con-

. gressmen by Shaleak Ben Yehuda,
" one of the sect's two founders and

then the Black Hebrew's *Chargé
d*Affaires' In Jerusalem, -

““The Black Community In
Amerlea should be aware that the
government of the United States has
allocated the Jewish State of Israel

in its present crisis over two thou--

"sand billlon dollars,’”” wrote Ben

Yehuda. **A great percentage of this
figure consists of Black America‘a

tax dollars. This has brought about °

economic. hardships on Black
Americans and has reduced the
social programmes geared toward the

 Black community's survival. In ad-

ditlon, the eight hundred million
dollara raised by the United Jewlsh
Appeal for the recent Yom Kippur
War'was given primarily by Jewlsh
merchants in America whose
busineases survive sclely from
cconomic cxploitation of the Black
community."

Shalcak concluded with a call for
the total- economic boycott of all
Jewlsh-owned businesses, thé crea:
tion of a Black congreasional lobby
almed at denying further funds to
Isracl ‘‘for use agalnst Black
Amecricans living'in Isrnel,”” and ‘‘an
immediate and complete Investiga-
tion and release of Black Hebrews
now jailed and held Incommunicado
in Ramlie prison."*

In his book, ‘*Black Hcbrew
Israclites from America.to the
Promised Land,"” published in 1876,
Ben Ychuda repeated — and
elaborated on — theac allegatlions,

Jeultural”

Anothar item In tho ADL flles isan
October 1877 *Amsterdam News'' In-
“terview with Aslel -Ben Israel,
=/ “Ministor of tho Hebrew Nation of
Israelites,” who charges that the 1.-
000 Blacks living ‘in Dimona are
“kept In total, complete isolation —
they cannot lcave,.and any person
who tries to visit them Is refused en-
try. It they persist, they are jaued
and deported as were we.'

1t is slgnificant. that thls is the
most recent clipping of its sort in the
ADL file. In the last 12 months the
Black Hebrews have refrained from
attacking the State.of Israel and lts
"raclst" pollclca.

ACCORDING to 'nuthoruatié;é'

sources, the Black Hebrews' silence
is the result of a meeting held last
November in Dimona with Bayard
Rustin, one of Israel's strongest gup-
porters In the American Black com-

. munity. Rustin reportedly told

Carter to, change. his tone, and
promised to take the cult's ease to

. his friends at the Amerlcan Jewlsh
the American Jewish |

Commlttee,
Conference, and the ADL. e
In February 1078, rather than loae

Rustin's support, the three Jewlsh-

organizations took the unprece-
dented step of writing a critical letter
to Interior Minister Burg. (Some
ADL leaders, among them Arnold
Forster, general coynscl, opposed
their.organization's decision to write

* the letter, saying the Black Hebrews
. were an internal Israeli affair.)

Stating that the' Black Hebrew
problem *‘has already been utilized
by enemies of Israel to falsely raise
allegations of raclsm and to em-
barrass Black Amerlcans who have
been outspokenly committed to

* Israel's support,” the letter outlined

a scries of recommendations:

* The community should be allowed
to join the Histadrut (and be entitled
to all the employment,-medical and
benecfits, Including

asaistance with the hnoking and
business aapecu of tn,e 8oul
Messengera, Sebognene s
* There 3hould bea dlsgqsslon with
the Interlor, Ministryp-as to the
‘feasibility of relocating the Black
Hcbrews on a kibbutz where they
could produce ‘'vegetarian food" for
the citles of Israel.

¢ Former members of the Dimona’

community who have been deported,
but atill have wives and children in

Dimona, should be allowed brief -

viaits to their famillies prior to the
resolution of the problem. 4

* Both the government and the
lendership of the Dimona communi-
ty should refrain from making
critical statements for a perlod of six
months: , :

As a result of this letter,
which was never acknowledged by
Burg,
membership facilities to the Black
Hcebrews. And on March 7, 1978, a
thoroughly - reformed, conclilintory

Shaleak Ben Ychuda (author of the

~1973 letter to Black congressmen),
informed Rustin and “other par-
ticipants in the Dimona confcrence'
that “both communities In the land
of Israel...are now coming together
in one spirit, a spirit of
righteousness...moving in this direc-
tion our communities can be
goodwill ambassadors In Israel and

- the Jewish communities, speakingin

synagogues on an international level

- throughout the world," -

The Shaleak memornndum atatea
that the Black Hebrews:
* accept Histadrut membcrahlp

."*as a show of devotion at this polnt in

our history'';

* wish to be acceptcd fully as
citizens of the State of Isracl with all
the rights and reapon:lbllltles this
fmplies; < .

* agree to, lnslst that any new
members go.through the “‘normal

- Immigration' procedures required

of all new citizens of Israel;

L

the Histadrut extended

¢ agrce to refrain from critlcal
comments for scven months.

. .Bernard . Resnikoff, 'the :Israel.
representative of thé Amerlean
Jewish Committee, attributes the
Black Hebrews' volte-face to a
genulne change In attitude. Carter,”
says Resnikoff, Is not the same
belligerent spokesman of two years
ago. Now he is friendly, nf!able.
paclfic, reasonable.

Both Forster, who has lnlcrviewcd
the Black Hebrews for Amerlcan
radlo and visited them in Dimona,
and Zev Furst, director of the ADL's
Isracl office, have not been con-
vinced that “‘any meaningful change
has occurred in the attitude of the
Black Hebrews toward Israel and
the Jews.' *“*We wish it were
otherwlse," says Furst.

The third Instalment of this series will
Appenr lomorrow.
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© Cults critics charge secrecy, strictness and ‘bramwashmg

Jerusalem Post Staft

THEIR GRACEFUL, turbaned
women, clad in modeat ankle-length
gowna, radlate an Inner peace. The
tall, athletle men, wearing distine-
tive knitted skullcaps and fringed
Afrlean-otyle dauhikis, perforin even
the moat menlal of taska with o sense

of purpose. The ehildren are earbon .

coples of thelr exotle parents — hap-
py, healthy and bursting with iel!-
confldence.

Yet Interviews with former cult
members, interviews with gome of
the Amerlicans, Israells, and Black
Jews who have been allowed to
observe  the comununity, indlcate
thet life In the Black Hebrews'
“Kingdom of God' may not be all
that sublime. The rules are atrict,

" compllance mandatory, dlssent not

tolerated, and discipline scvere. In
the past two years there have been
cialma, gsome of which have reached
the presa, of unresolved dla-
appearances, involuntary confine-
child brutalty. confiscated
resources and pusaports, and ex-
treme paranola among the sect's
leadership.

"At flrst belng with the Dimona
group was very good,'" remembers
M. a former Black Hebrew. *'I
thought It would work out, Most pco-
ple were llke me, black Jews or
blacks who consldered themselves
Jews, What we wanted was to slay In
the Land. I don't know about the
others, but even In the States I did

_quite o bit to_campalgn for Israel

when It first got atarted.

“Things started to change & fow
years before that 1977 deadline,

- which they sald wao going to mean

the end 'of the world (Ben-Aml
Carter, spiritual leader of the Black
Hebrews had predicted a War of Ar-
mageddon which would destroy the

* forces of evil and restore his sect to

world power). The place got erowd-
ed with lots of newcomers, different
from ua, They starled crowning

Carter messinh, putlting hls pleture .

up on the wall, They'd tell people to
belleve In them and what they were
doing, brainwashing them, getting
thelr minds and controlling them.
They'd get on you real bad.

"Tl]cy started thls polygamy

thing,” letting the men take up to
seven wives, and never letting the
“old wives get used to it. People were
beaten if they whined about golng to
work or if they were lazy. Children,
too, Or they'd tell them ‘go’ and put
them out for 40 days to wander In Lhe
desert. Or we'd all go to this moun-
tain near Dimona and he'd make the
people step forward, if they'd been
asking ‘why thia' or "why that'. You
can't ask questiona. A lot goesa on you
Just aren't supposed to know about.
Carter would pretend he waa going
to run those people out. Then they'd
start crylng and saylng, 'sonicone
have mercy upon me'.'

Othar observera of the scet also
noted that the group has changed
significantly since membera firsc
arrived In Isracl In late 1969, Some
those who preceded Carter to Isracl,
for instgnce, consldercd themselves
Jowa and some aven had agreed to
undergo halachle conversion.

It is also clear that, until at lcast
1073, the Black Hebrew communities
in Arad and -Milzpe Ramon func-

_ toned autonomously from Dimona.

Arad was even considered by some
observers to be a breakaway group.
It wag friction among the three com-
munities that led to the 1972 “Axe
Murder."” Cult members from Arad
and Mitzpe Ramon, wanting to join
Carter, were rejected on the grounds
that a new Influx of bellevers would
“aggravate’ Dimona's problems. A
clash, involving six Black Hebrews,
followed and resulted In the death
from hatchet wounds .of Cornell

‘Kirkpatrick., Relations were ap-

parently so stralned followlng the
murder that some Black Hebrews in
Arad and Mitzpe Ramon asked the
Israell police for protection against
thelr fellow scectarians from
Dimona.

It ‘scems that only- after the
murder did Carter and his d-in-

himaelf the ""messiah born of thc
spirit with’ no mother like other
mothers,” * and Ben-Yehuda, “‘en-
dowed by the Holy Ghost,” tightened
thelr hold over the group.

They became stricter about |

matlers of dress and drugs.
Cigaretten and lquor {except wine)
were forbidden, In Liberia, the
members had become quasl
vegetarlana, Now they were
prohibited from ealing fowl, fish,
meat, dairy products, refincd sugar,
or soyn. Everyone was expected to
fast on the Sabbath, from sundown
Friday to sundown Satucday, Movles
were banned because of cxccaalve
sex and violence, i

Gentile or "slave’ names were
dropped and appropriate Hebrew
names adopted. Many RBlack
Hebrews do not know the original
namea’ under which thelr co-
religlonists entered the country.

The seet was also ovganized as a’
collective. Originally, the group had
llved one or two familiea per flal,
Now up to 20 people shared an aparl-
ment, pooled thelr resources and
salaries,

‘*About that time they stopped let-
ting you read Looks or newspapers
or listen tothe radlo anymore,™ says

t".‘.‘ull. members were encouraged to

withdraw from all but easential con- .

tacts with Israelis. All outalders
came to be viewed-as suspect, and in
particular those who had ‘*stolen™
the Black Hebrews' true Identity,
namely the Israells,

Morris Lounds, Jr., lhu Black
American politleal selenlist who
wrote.his doctoral thesis on the cult,
had interviewed half of the Black
Hebrew adulta when he was accused
of being a spy, although an unwitting
oneg, for .the enemics of the Black
Hebrews, He was nol permilted to

lete his research.

command, Ben-Yehuda, move to
consolidate the three Black Hebrew
communities under one rule., They
brought in new reerults loyal to thelr

. philosophy and encouraged the

departure of those who could not
make the transitlon from Black Jew
fa religlon) to Black Hebrew (a
natlonality). Many left the group. At
the same time, Carter, proclalming

An internal police force was
organized Lo guard the Dimona {lats.
Lounds rveporis thal the cult
lecadership belleved the Israeli
government, Amerlcan authorltles,
and "forces of cvil'” were conapiring
to bring about the cult’s destruction.
He also says children were taught
how to hchave In the presence of cul-

‘slders und drilled on the "correct”

answers to qucstlon: they might be
+agked.

Todey, obacrvers say. the Black
Hebrews have so withdrawn into
themsclves that nelther the Interlor
Ministry nor . the police, nor even
their nelghboura in Dimona, Arad,
and Mitzpe Romon, can say with
assurity that they have any real
knowledge about the group's Inter-
nal activitles.

The authoriifes do not know the ex-
nct number of Black Hebrews living
In Tsrael. They do not know how
many children have been born here.
Neighbours say that the mothers
deliver bables In the homb sheiters
under their [lats whlle tom-tom
drums arc beaten outstde to muffie

~ the eries of women In labour,

The exact number of deaths of
group members Is fiot known out-
slde. The Ministry of Health office in
Beeraheba has signed three death
certificates in len years, but the
Dimona chief of police, Url Shalev,
thinks there are about 20 graves
belonging to the Black Hebrews In
their cemetery outside Dimona.

The Tsvacll reaidenta In Dimona's

Shikun Nitzahon are generally reluc- -

tant to talk about thelr Black
Hebrew neighbours. When asked,
they complaln about nolae and over-
crowding.

One Dimona housewife, who for
cight years has shared a common en-
trance with some Black Hebrews,
wns more oulapoken: "I just don't
want to know much about them. Like
everyone else here, 1'm seared, ' she
said. *'1 just mind my own business."
She clalms that some of the
members have disappeared, and
that she has secn bodlea carried out-
side late at night. Thia clalm was (n-
cluded in the High Court brief and
was also reported to the Glass Com-
mission. **We see people with their
heads shaved. We saw a man the
other day eleaning the patlo area on
his hands and knces with a Lliny
broom. It wau his punishment for a
weck. Bul we don't know what's go-
ing on, They are really tght-lipped.
They wouldn’t tell us anything If we
nsked."”

The daily llvea of the seect

"members (900 in Dimonn, 400 in

Arad, 100 in Mitzpe Ramon, and 201n
Eilat) are directed by a divine coun’
cll of 12 “princes,” each symbolical-
ly represcnting one of the anclent

‘tribes of Israel. The princes arc ap-

pointed to the council by Carter.
Lounds writes that they are ap-
parently subservient to Carter's

lshes and that decisl
cd at Lhrough consensus rather than
by majority. The *“divine council,™ it
scems, |8 responsible for the cone
tinuous transfer of Black Hcbrews
between the three localitics.
(Israelis In Arad sey that they have
difficulty knowing the Identity of
their Black nelghbours becouse of
the frequent changea. One who llves
above a Black Hebrew flat saya that
{ts occupanls are completely rotated
twice a month.)

In Dimeona the group maintains an
inlernal security force headed by a
minister of defence, A juatlce

. minlster metes out punlahment to

those who lransgress the group's
laws. _An interior minister Issues
“lemporary' identity cards that
look official; Negev poliee have been
under the agsumption that the cards
were printed by the Isracll govern-
ment.

An education minister runs the
“Kingdom Schocl.'" Although Black
Hebrew children are frce to attend
Dimona. public schools, they do not
do so.

The sect also trains Its own
midwives, carrfes out clrecum-
ctsions, and adminiaters herbal
cures for
{itlotles are not permilted and dis-
cases arc treated by falth healing.

A finance minister Is In charge of
the communal budget. Observers of
the group say that the revenue is
derived (rom performances and
record albums by the rock band,
profits from the sale of jewelry and
leather goods produced by the group,
¢ontributlons from friends and famj-
ly abroad, U:S. soclal securily
payments reecived by individual
members, and paychecks from
members employed by Isracll con-
cerns. Some of the men work at Arad
ard Dimona textile mills, the Dead

arec arriv- |

various lllncases. An- |

Sca Worka (or "Live Sca' as it {s -

(Canllnued on page 4, col, )



e (bunlmued Irom wluﬂ“).. e

struction crews. Accordl‘hg‘ to some
sources, new members are required

to transicr control of their American -

credit cards, bank acoounls and-
property to the secct.

Former members of the group
havie said that followers must also
turn over official documents, such as
pasaports, to the leadership. Black

asked the U.S. Emhassy to replace
"‘lost'’ passports.

“"Without a passport It 13 difﬁcult
for an American black to make it In
Isracl, unless he is llving with the

“group,’”’ explalns a source close to

the scet, *'By taking the paasporls,
Carter has cven a stronger hold over
the members."The interior ministry
never deports any Black living in
Dimona."

Carter's depulien a]ao control thc
activitics of the group's branches in
the two satellite communities.
Charles Blackwell is the leader in
Arad. He alone deals with the
government, the police, banks, and
landlords. The first Black Hebrew to
arrive in Isracl, Blackwell possesses
a legitimate Iaracll identity card.

The leader of the Mitzpe Ramon

communily Is Gabriel Ben-Israel.’

There, male members are employed
by thc municipality .to clecan the

.+ slrects—and . ga.rdcna
called Jby the group), “and in” cons 1

- Ben-lsr ael M
‘agsigns the city Black Hebrew man-

" power and also collects nll pay -
.cheques.

When the Glass Commisslion arriv-
ed in Mitzpe Ramon recently on its
fact-finding tour, It asked permis-

. sion to meet with local members of
‘the group. Permission was denicd

beeause Ben-Israel was not in town

. and could not be consulted. Neither
Iebrews who have left the group

Blackwell nor Ren-Israel can be in-
terviewed unleas permiasion fa first
secured from Dimona.

Many single black women join the
cuit sceking just this kind of ex-
tremely structured, highly-
organized, male-dominated way of

- life that emphasizes a striet moral

code. They themsclves are often the
products of broken homes and
divorces. Some end up leaving,

" -however, when they discover that

among the Black Hebrews, women
have status inferior to men and are
separated, at least informally, dur-
ing ritual wm'ship and eommunal ac-
tivitica.

"All women are expectled to do is
cook, clean, take care of the
children, sleep with their husbands,
and producc one baby cach year,"”
says M.

In Dimona, Israell neighbours
complain about child-beating among

* the blacks. They report that‘

*children;’ even! “toddlera,

other forbidden foods from Israclis

are hcaten scvercly, as arc.

youngsters who whimper or- cry.

* *‘They start punishing them for ery-

Ing when they arcn’t even old enough

to know better,'' says one Dimona .

resident.
+ A professional In the health fleld,

‘who has been eloae to members of
the group, describes as child abuse

some of the disciplinary measurcs
meted out by cult members in an ef:
fort to insure that the children comp-
ly with the *'Divine Behaviour.” He
claims that one child he personally
knows was locked In a bomb shelter
for a prolonged perlod of time, suf-
fering mental damage as a result,

; One former member was attractad -
- to the scct because she believed the
: men would provide her sons with
_ positive male role models:

“Thﬁy
don't have crime or juvenile delin-
quency in the group,' she aays, "'The
problem s they arc too strict. Half of
those pcople arc aggravated:

“they're in this thing, they've got to |
“stay in; so they take it out on the
. kids, They never talk to a child.
Right away they arc.ready to beat .
them. And when they do, they beat

the children for hours," she claims,

Scveral Israclis have reported that
mombers of the group who wanted to
leave it were a.n'u.id of the conse-

who “in-+"
_nocontly accept candy, lce cream or

Crelt’ 5. crifics charg ge brainwashing’

~quences:” They ' askéd Iaraclly - for-
“temporary shelter and help. .
“We helped a° woman wha had
been locked up once for drinking N.
quor. She was terrified," a former
- Sherut La’am volunteer in Dimona
recalls. ''She wanted out because,
she said, the women there are-
treated lke slaves. Shc was also,

" frightened. So we hid this woman in

our flat, supplied her clothes, and got

her to Tcl Aviv where an Isracli
helped her leave the country.”

" A former member rccently said:
that some members of the group-
would leave if they could, but are not.
strong enough to do so. "'Some just-
want to live in Israel. They could”
work in factories, live in kibbutzim

and farms,'" she sald. “But the

leaders got hold of the people's.
‘minda "

The Glass Comimission is aware of
some of these allegations, but tends
to disregard them. Zvi Zilker, mayor
of Ashdod and a member of the com-
mission, sald: ""We aren't interested
in what goes on Inside the Black
Hebrew community. Our {rame of
reference is determined by the
appeal to the Supreme Court by a
Dimona citizens committee, Our job
is to find a solution that will put an
end to the friction which has arisen
in Dimona between the Israells and.
thc Black Hebrews." -

.« = (To be continued}
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NEW SB@AT/BI&CE;: Hebrews V.
A settlement for the cuw

By DAVID _I_HCHARDSON
“In Dimona, where the total popula-
tion is 25,000, we cannot {gnore the
presence of 1,000 Black Hebrews to-
day, and maybe double that number
in five ycars."

- MK Jacques Amir, mayor of
imona,
. January 1979

ISRAEL'S Black Hebrew com-

munities live as a nation within a na-
- tion, apparently acccuntable to no

one except their messlanic leader,
Ben-Ami Carter.
For years their neighbours have

complamed about the noise they
maie, the overcrowded apartments,
the overflowlng sewers, and the
decline in property values.

For years their pleas went un-

answered.

Finally, seven months ago. con-
vinced that the Interior Ministry had
finally crossed the line betwecn
benign neglect and Irresponsibility,

" a Dimona citizens' commlittee filed a

suitinthe Supreme Court agalnst the
}inisters of the Interior, Health, and
Education as well as the Dimona
Municipality.

" The suit was — ironically ~ en-
dorsed by the Blacks themselves

who were equally anxtoux to resolve
the dilemma, preferably by being
relocated in an agricultural settle-
ment of thelr own.

The court did not act directly on
the suit. Instead, it recommended
that Interior Minister Yosef Burges-
tablish a fact-finding commlssion to
look into the matter and recommend
what steps the zovernmenl should
take.

Burg ‘subsequently appolnted a
commission headed by MK David

Glass who in the last two months has |

visited Dimona, Ared, and Miizpe
Ramon to gather Information from
local residents and officials, as well

| as the sect leaders.

The commission was also
presented with two police in-
telligence reports on the group. One
of the reports, leaked to the press a
few wecks ago, recommended that
the group be deported because of the
**eriminal activities and
associations’' of the members.

Glass claims that the police

reports were largely based on sup-
positions, and not on any intlmate
knowledge of the secrétive sect. He
attaches considerably more Impor-
tance to the opinion of- the local
'pohcc chiefs In Dimona and Arad
who say that they have not found
anything “dangerous or subversive"
about the group.

A high-ranking official in natlonal
police intelllgence, however, has ad-
mitted to The Jerusalem Post that
rumours of criminal activities by the
group have "‘never been properly in-
vestigated, as the Black Hcbrews
are not viewed as a major priority.””

WHAT THE GLASS Commlission has
learned, however, 1s that residents’
complaints only point to the tip of an
iceberg.

The ramifications of the :

problems are far more complex and °

serious, cmbraclng soclal
{bnntlnurd on pugr 4, col, Sl .
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(Continued trom page 1) )
racinl and, ultimately, political
problems such as the sensitive fasue
of aettlement.” | '

In a discussion with The Post,
Glass elaborated on the options fac.
Ing hils commnilssion.

The first I3 not to do anything that
radically affects the status guo. This
would be Lhe lecast desirable
{although not the moat Improbable)
decision as far as the Israells of
Arad, Dimona,; and Mitzpe Ramon
and the Blacks themselves are con-
cerned.

An altemaﬂvc Is to remove the

. Blaecks from thelr congeated

“quarters” and disperse them'
.. throughout Israel, But this, too, la

¢ Bernard. Resnlkoft,

]

‘wJewish . Cummitlcc, 2

unacccptable to the group as it does, ~

not take Inte account thelr com-
munal life style.

A third possibllity 1s to deport
them from Isracl, This is the leant
probable option as expulsion would
olmost certalnly provoke protests
here and abroad. "Asa Jew, I find it
difficult. to accept that our people
who suffered for generations
because they were a strange minorl-
ty would behave in such a fashion,"
asays Clasa.

The final option Is to glve the Black
Hebrews the agricultural settlement
they first asked for in 1971,

The Post has learncd that the

: Glass Commlission is in fact llkely to
* recommend this. Glass himaelf 1s

sald to have reached an agreement
with sect .leader Ben-Aml Carter
that, In exchange for the establiah-
ment of a settlement, and the rightas

“and privileges of Israell resldency,

Carter would guarantee that no new
members would be allowed to join
the group. .

Underlying the commission’s ap-
proach s an acute awareness of the
raclal ramifications of the problems,
which transcend "Israel's borders
and affect relations between the
Black and Jewish communitics In
the U.S. .

The Israell government's position

+ — or lack of one — has prompted
* charges of discrimination and

raclsm by the Black Hebrews and
thelr Amerlean supporters, The
deportation of llegal immigrants
and. the harasament of innocent

Black tourists whowere suapected of

A SETTLEMENT FOR THE CULT?

p!n‘nnlng to joln the scet have fuelled
anti-Isracl sentiment in the:
Amerlcan ‘medla,
generally portrayed the Black
Hebrews as a harmless group who
wanl to execrcise thelr rlghla as Joews
and live In Israel.

The governmeat Is sensitive to the
nuances of the problem in the U.S.
and Glass has met with
representatives of American Jewish
organizafions es part of his com-
mission's inquiry. L

the ‘leenal s

which have '

Isracl's problem. This ralses the

" fuestion: Why should the host coun-

try be responsible for keeping an
alien who remains In the country il-
legally and decides to rellnquiqh his
citizenship?

According to the cnnsulur nrllclnl
the U.S. embassy sces the problem
of the Black Hebrews as “*an Internal
maller” which Israel must solve.
The embassy can only act as an In-

Stermediary in bringing some of the

complaints of the group to the atten.
“itlon of the Israel! authorlllu, lnld

rrepresentative of the Ameﬂnm""'lhe official, . ..

says: "It ls.
proper Tor 4 sovercign state 18’ think
through the inturnalional ime
plications of its declstons.”

In Israel, sympathy for the plight
of the scet has been diminlshed by
their steadily mounting demands for
the privileges of legal residence
without & willingness to assume the
concomitant obligations.

It scems clear that the Black
Hebrews are not Interested in ser-
ving In the army, attending govern-
ment schools, paying taxes, or
abiding by public health regulations.

Several lsracli officlals inter.
viewed by The Post say that they
suspeel criminal behaviour within
the secretive cult, doubt their loyalty
to the state and would like to sce
them deported immediately.

Glass, who ‘opposea cxpulsion,
mentions the legal problem that thia
would create. "'Many of the Black
Hebrews have unilaterally renounc-
ed their American cltizenahlp and
have destroyed their passports In
certain cages. Technleally, Lthey are
stateless’ and begas the
question, 'Where o7

Not back to the United States. At
least not the 66 scct members who
have [ormally renounced Lheir
American citizenship at the U.8. em-
bassy In Tel Aviv.
passports is irrelevant and insuf-
ficient for forfeiting citizenahip. Ac-
cording to a senfor consular offlelal
at the embasay, the United Statey ia
not at all reluctant to take back
anyone who has not renounced hlg
citizenship.) -

" Bul the statcleas blacks are

The officlal acknnwluds d {lm.l the
* embassy does keep In touch with the
group — au consular officer
peviodically wisits them In Dimona

. — but only because it la a slzable

concentration of Americans llving in
Israel.*” _
One nim of the visits to Dimona la

to investigate appeals by U.S,

citizens that family members have
left home and may be living with
Black Hebrews in Israel.

WHILE THE Glass Commission has
been thorough in investigating the
group’s relations with the surroun-
ding communities and Lthe Inter-

national dimensions of the problem,"

it _has not shown an cqual In-
terest in probing the Black Hebrews®

"internal affairs.

Glasa belleves that allegations of
biznrre eult behaviour, harsh dls-
cipline, and cruelty lo members are
Inrgely unfounded. The committee (s

nlso not interested In Investigating,

the personal backgrounds of the
Blacks.

Yet there are those, aware of Lhe
Glass Commission's readiness to
consider a scltlement as a solution,
who arc opposed to such a step.

The fear that isclating the Black
Hebrews in a desert scttlement

(Deatroying © would only further remove them

from the scrutiny of publie
autherities, making it more difficult
to, control their eonduet, As in the
U.S., so amony Lhese officlals ns

well, the spectre of what happened in |

Jonestown, Guyana hps had an {m-

act. . . d 2ty
But Glass fecls differently. "'I am

not in tavour of comparlaans wllh
Guyana," he says. ""That kind oftalk
can only reinforce such o process."
Morecover, others note, there arc
similar secets within Judalam, .and
nobody is suggesting that these are
potentlally dangerous groups.”

If the Black Hebrewy are glven
their own settlement the state will be
quite capable of controlling what .
goes on inside, he says.

It the scitlement proposnl is
adopted, each member or family
would be Interviewed before br.-lng
. lssued an identity card. "'If anyone-
. does wish to leave the, group or hos
complaints about mistrentment, that
would be the time to act,” Glass
says. He adds that dny osolution
would have to Include an
“educational programme'’ as well,
without elaborating.

Glass Is also not speclflec about the
group's practice of polygamy. He
&zsserts that If they became clilzens
*the Black Hebrews would be sub-
.Ject to the state's laws, unless the
Jaws were changcd to adapt to the
gl'nup s practices.”

The commission has apparently
already concluded its Inquiry.
Within a few wecks il will submit ita
reeommendations Lo the Minister of
Interior.

Certainly it is faced with a dilem- |

ma. A recommendation for a aettle-
ment would open a hornet's nest of
problemsy. There would be criticlsm
from various gquarters about such
allocation of land and resources.
There would be fears about lsolation
of a strange cult. There would be
serious questions of permilting a
group to live in Isracl which Initsin-
ternal behaviour -contravenes the
law — as in the practice of polygamy
— and the gencral mores of the
soclety, however widely deflned.
This, of course, has been the case
untll now, because of government n-
decisiveness. With a seltlement, the
government would olficlally sanc-
tion the cull and Ita behaviour
putterns, ¥
And If, as some oftlcinly suspect,
the moderate politica) tone adopted
by the group in the las! few montha ls
only an expedlent ruse to help ad-

vance the scttlement alm, there
would also be conslderable political
embarrassment for Glasy, the com-
mission and the government, If after
the alm was achleved, Black Hebrew

, lenders would In future agnin be

tempted to resume thelr charges
againat the State and the legitimacy
of Zlonism.

On the other hand, the commlisalon
certainly feels the pressure of the
residents of Dimona and Arad, who
want the Blacks removed. Thoy will
no longer permit the Ministry of
Interlor to pursue {ts favourite do- .
nothing policy.

And it feels the presaure of the

- Blacks.whe also find thelr .preacnt,..

circumsmn es Intolerable. i

Plainly tfxcrefore the qucsuaa ‘ot
the Black Hebrews can no longer be
ignored, The government will be
compelled to deal with It al the
highest level.

Oddly, howewver, It will be ealled
upon to conslder granting support
and legitimacy to o cult which
shares the fundamental
characterlistics — as listed only this
week in the *'New York Tiimes™ — of
most cults now under Increaalng
susplcion In the U.5.:

1. They have a charismatle leader
who says he has been gliven new, ex.
clusive revelations about Ged or
reality. These who do not belleve nre
considered not only wrong, but evil,
2. The leader creates a family, often
a communal lving. arrangement.
Members often take new names

“ when they join and sever Lles w]th

thelr families. -

3. The leader sets nbaolute rulea, not
necessarily following them hlinsell,
4. The group has an apocalyplic
world view, in which maral rules

. may be discarded in the service of

the leader.

5. Certain behavlour-control techni-
ques are practised, usually in n set-
ting isolated from the outslde world.

" Members see the technigues as a

religious regimen. Outslders eall
them brainwashing,

T'he oddity ia the price the pmunt
government will have to pay for Lhe
failures of its predecessors — but Dr,
Burg, the Interlor Minlater, will not
have even such an excusc. :
(This is the concluding article inthis
Jive-part series.)
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. report, why haven't the pollce come

' members of the sect have entered

‘cumstances, using false passports or

. when the 'Brmsh inspected the Im-

BLACK HEBREW BEN-AMT CARTER/

(Contlnued from pnge 13

Carter admits to being 38 years old,
but he dismisses age as irrelevant
because of his belief in immortality.
+ "We are phasing out death and are
on the path toward solving the
mysteries of cverlasting lite,” he
says simply. *'"The Bible shows that
some of the prophets lived to be 900
ycars old. I am positive thnt follow-
ing the way of rightcousness, some
of our people will live to he 600.""

Shifting easily from mystleal
beliels to present concerns, Carter
strongly denies all the allegations of
criminal conduct in the/sect. **They
are comﬂletcly false,’ f he declares
tlatly. **They smack of the same kind
of police_attitude and discrimination
displayed toward black- people In-
America.” 5

"1f there is something to the

tous," he declares. “Isay,checkour
record, and then put the cards on the
table,” his volce riaing for the first
time. .

He doces admlt. however that
the country under illegal cir-

intentionally stayinz after their
tourist visas have expired.

“When & man is fleelng from the
land of oppression, he will take
whatever measures he can to join
the Kingdom of God," (This is the
term used by the Blick Hebrews to
‘describe their movement.)

Carter ecompares the illegal en-
trivs of his followers to similar tac-
tics used by Jewish refugees during
the Mandatery period. "They had to
throw thelr passports overboard

migrant ships."

- What about nelghhuurs who claim
to hear loud screams from the
bombshelters?

*'The shelters are “herc our
women deliver  their bables.
Sometimes the mothers shriek from
the pain" he replics.

Carter denies that members
wishing to leave the group are held
against their will,

"YWe do have some 'yerida'," he
says, “'but only try to stop drop-outs
By moral persuasion, And If we can't
convinee them to remain, we will
even take them to the airport.”

Carter claims that the new |
members arrive In Isracl im-
poverished. “*All they bring are emp-
ty pockets, hearts of pain, and a mul-
titude of problems.” He disavows
receiving large sums of money [rom
the United States or, as has been

nllegcd from Arab nations.

Qur condltion Is known In high |
places and we do have people In sym- :
pathy with our movement. Bul we i
neither seek, nor desire, money from |
abroad. Money only confuses |
things,"' he adds. “'But anyone who t
can, pays ‘tithes’ of 10 per cent of his !
earnings to the community." N
Carter has repcatedly stated his o
beliel in his group's ultimete ascen-
dancy to the power structure fn !
Isracl. He 1s mlffed about being left !
out of the Middle East peace talks.
“How can (Jimmy) Carter and |
"Begin conduct negotiations about the |
futu:e of this land without taking us
into consideration,” he asl:u in all
ezrnestness. . .0 B
""The proble‘n is not wn.h Ihe
Egyptians or Palestinians,"" 'he con-
tinues, *'It is that we are chosen for a
special mlssion — to bring
_righteousness to the world. The hrat
-:.tcp toward that Js the establishment
of the Kingdom of God here in Israel,
from which rightcousness will”
emanate to all the nationa."" «

The concern with "'righteousness™
looms large in Carter’s thoughts and
app=ars to stand for the set of beliefs
‘that separates the Black Hebrews
from the evil institutions and deca-
dent societiey outside.

The crisis in Iran was also p"edm-
table according to the Carter world-
view. “Iran is caught up in the
prophecies ‘of God. The guiding
prophecies from the Bible have
taken the people there aiong their
path.”

Carter's belief in his ab'hty to help
shape world cvents has apparently
grown with the increased control he
has exerclsed in rccent years to
galvanize-his followers.

My role has evolved and chanzed
progressively,” he says. "I ha\c a
prophetic missiom to fulfil. To es-
tablish the Kingdom of God.”

Strong words from a man who, ten
yearsago, wasa storefront preacher
in Chicago's southside.

Yery httlc is known about Carter's
American past. According to an

+ authoritative source, he was born

Gerson Parker and raised in the
ghettoes of norih Chicago. Following
a trade school education he wor]-cd
for & while as a metallurgist. '

This information was discovered
by Morris Lounds, the black
American sociologist who lived for a
time with the Dimona group and
wrote his Ph.D. thesis on the sect.
According to Lounds, Parker's
(Carter) rendezvous with his
prophetic destiny came one day in
Chicago when an clderly man ap-
proached him 2t a water fountain
and asked if he had heard of the an-

‘cient Black Israelites. -

- This apparently was the "sign"
thal moved Carter to arganlze the
Black Hebrew movement at the
" Abeita Culturc Center, one of the

many cvangelical churches dotting |
There, ;

the Chicago ghettoes.
members were recrulted for the
journcy into the Liberian
‘'wilderness' in preparation for
deliverance to the Promised Land. It
has, from the beginning, been a fun-
damental tenet of the group that the
+ first'and cnly authentlc Israelis were
black people who were exiled from
Isracl over 4,000 years ago. It was:
the mission of the ploneering nucleus,
::t0 restore the land to its pfoper
. owners,
Carter arrived In‘Dimona in 1970

© presumably the same government

with the third group of families and ;

soon after assumed control as the
self-designated messlah. "No man
can pass Into salvation of the
+almighty God except he come by the
door. And I am that door,” Lounds
quoted Carter as saying. It is not
clear why he charnged his name to
. Carter, although Lounds attributed
this to a belief in a mystical past
wherein the sect leader had been
reincarnated scveral times with
differcnl names. ;
The pattern of Carter's rise, then,
parallels that of charismatic leaders
of other autecratic ecults. From
cbscure origins he has risen o a |

_ position of absolute authority, ser- |

ving &5 guru and father figure to his
unquestioning acolytes by means of
an unchallenged elaim to divine in-
spiration.

Carter’s present concern s to get
the proup out of the overcrowded
apartments in Dimona, Arad, and
Mitzpe Ramon. “We would like to
have our own agricultural settle-
ment where we can raise

organically-grown fruits and
vegetables." he says. “"We also want
the rights and privileges of other
citizens living in Israel.”

Indications are that the Glass 1
Commission (the public inquiry bady |
headed by MK David Glass looking
into the matter of the Black
Hebrews) favours a similar solution,
probably a settlement somewhere in
the Arava. Under this arrangement
the group would be given mobile |
homes, electricity, water and

assistance extended to other
settlements. '

The commission would also
recommend giving legal resldency
status to thoszc Black Hebrews |
presently living in Israel.

In exchange for this arrangement,
Carter has committed himsell to

preventing new - members from joln-
ing the sect, In a bid to stem the
arrival of illegal immigrants. "We.-
are the onl;,- ones that !'nowwhoth::y
(prospective members) are. We will'
keep to our end of the bargalu," he.
declares, _:____

" Carter, who acknowledges to hav-
ing three wives and fifteen children, |
sidcstepsthe question ol‘stapp!ngthe.
group's practise of polygamy, which,
is contrary to Israell law.u
“Polygamy is a negative term used |
by the West to descrlbe a part of.

© African clvilizatlon. We find it*

strange that a man has one wile,
whom he can't control,” he says,’

. eriticizing the high rate.of divorce.in.

Western societies, "We do not per-:
mit divorce in our ‘:.mgdam.." Lol

Would the group be willing to stop |
recrufting fellow blacks In the:
United States if given a setuementi
and legal residency as the Glass|

‘. Commission may recommend? !

Carter affirms that it would and.
that, Instead of prosletyzing in:
America, "“"We will grow from births .
and by conversions to the movement
by others who have seen the
rightecousness of our ways." |

In previous statements to the -
press, - Carter has declared that .
**there are two million Black!
Israelites in America waiting to!
come home soon." Despite this ex- !’
agperated figure there are probably |
many Amerlcans who have been
urged to join the Israeli community.

Carter is convinced that his'

~ prophetic messianie mission will ul-;

timately be recognized throughout!
the land. It's realization, he avers, -
will not depend upon eoercien. "Our
movement will spread naturally as
others recognize the righteonsness of |
our ways." Righteousness involves:
adherence to the group's doctrings: |
vegctarianism, faith healing.’
abstinence from smoking, drinking,
alcoholic beverages and using phar-;
maceutical drugs, and complete’
isolation from the *“‘contaminating!

influences’ of the outside world.

' am positive the nation will soon]
ask us to assist in the steucture of the’
land,” he declares. One of his first
acts in office, says Carter, will be to
close down the cigarette factories m
the country.

What happens to those lsmelis
who object to the Black I'Iebruusl

movement?

“*Anyone who doesn't agree has a|
conlrm’crs; with God. and not with
me." answers Carter, *We are con-|
tent to wait and live in peaceful cnex-
istence with the Israclis, as ultimate-!

‘Jy they will see the wisdom of our

ways and come forth to join us.”
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» Ben-Ami Carter: Ultis itrr":a_atej.y t

January 23,

By HARRY WALL )

TO HIS 1,400 followers he s called,
alternatively, the Prince of Peace,
the Chosen Prophet, and the
Mesaiah. To the Israell authoritles
and the residents of Dimona he s
known as Ben-Amlil Carter,
spokesman and undlsputed leader of
the Black Hebrews,

No real understanding of the
hermetically-sealed cult can be had
without some Insight into the man
who shapes lts self image (and thelr
view of the "decadent world" out-
slde), is the ultimate authority over
ita rigid disclplinary and ceducational

systems, and who offers peace of .

mind and eternal salvation to his
troubled followers In exchange for
their independence.

T'o interview Carter It Is neceasary
to pass through measures of prolocol
not unlike those reserved for a head
of state. Arrangements must be
made well [n advance through a
“*spokecaman’ and reporters are
carefully screened for proper
credentlals,

“You would not expect to meet the

president of any other nation
. without strlet procedurea,' says El .

Yakim Ben Isvael in Dimona's
, Shikunat Nitzahon, where the group,

is headquartered. El Yakim, a tall
and muscular former college basket-

" ball player, 1s the "*Divine Minister
" of Finance,"

one of the sect's council
of twelve clders appolnted by Carter
lu ndmlnister the affalrs of the
“mini-nation.’
The courtyard of the shikun is fill-

. ed with the scent of raw sewage, lhe

dafly accumulation of densecly-
packed apartrents housing 20 or
more members per unit, Later in Lhe
maorning the waste will be cleaned up

by a sanitation crew of the sect, .
“which has strict rules concerning

personal hygicne,
On the concrele benches are

" seated young hlack women dressed

in colourful dashikis and flowing
jallabias, thelr blissful eountenances
striking an Incongruous note awinidast
the squalid environs, Young males
passing by exchange greetings in

+ Hebrew flowing lyrically to the

endences of black English,

After presenting my press creden-
tials, which are carefully scrutinized
by El ¥akim and another man, Iam
taken to a second-floor apartment in
the neighbiourhood and led through a
curtain into n sitling room. It Is
gsparsely furnished with a few wicker
chairs, a small table carved from a
tree trunk, and some African knick-
knacks, remnants of time spent in
Liberia. There Is no indication of
overcrowding as by day the sleeping
mals are rolied up and the children
are outside playing.

The room is spotless, and the
aroma of fresh vegelables being
prepared for lunch wafts from the
kitehen, Carter is not there.

e Toraclis will ; }a:am us’

Newsheat/Black

Hebrews TV

“lead the group.

Ben-Ami (;u.rl.t-r. leader nl the Dlack I](-!}rt-ws. with followers in

Dimona.

The normally sceretive secel
members are even more susplicious
as [ had arrvived the day after a
nativnal police report on the Black

{David Rubinger)

Hlebrews wny leaked lo the press,

alleging bizarre behaviour and

eriminal activities by the group.
Following a thorough, but polile,

interrogation of my aimis, I am told
that Carter will soon he coming.

How, I ask, was Carter chosen to
""You know the
deliverer by his works," El Yakim
cry&t!cally answers,

"What are the works?"

“*He has led us out of Lhe land of op-
pression (USA) and from the
Liberian wilderness to the Promised
Land,'" says the bearded scctarian,
“And he has purged us of our bad
habits nnd aupcrstitlnna He I3 our’
Moses.'

The cnnveraatlon is periodically
interrupted by a young man,
presumably in dircet contact with
Carter, who has additional questiony
about my visit. A corpulent woman
quictly serves tea flavoured with
honey (refined sugar is prohibited by
the sect's dietary laws), and I spend

the remaining time discussing the !

group's ecconomics with the |

“minister of finance."

Presently, Carter enters the room
unannounced, dressed In a blue
dashikl and a while turban wrapped
around his afro-cut hair, Tam startl-
ed by his youthful appearance and
delicate features, not what T had Im-

agined for the omnipotent head of |

- the group.

Carter is ‘a handsome, bearded
man of slight build, sharp profile
aceentuated by high cheekhones,
and lang, slender fingers. His

almond-shaped green cyes radiale |

warmth and gentlencss. His manner
of speech is soft and precise. He

chooses his words carefully, and |

responds paliently to queslions. A
man accustomed to deference, he

bears himseclf with ‘undeniable
authority.
For the purposes of the interview,

(Contloned un page 4, eol, 1)



September 15, 1978
M. Bernard Resnikoff
Inge Lederer Gibel

In read‘lﬁg.your- Seb;:etaher ‘10th memorandum to George Gruen re
the black Hebrew§ of Dimt;na, 'particql‘_i'iﬂy .t'he last paragraph, P
it occurred to me that the information attached should be

'shared with Hilton Ellerin and 1 am taking the Tiberty of so

doing. Ml ton recently rais_ed a question relating to such

& fcrthéoming visit with this department and he may want to

follow up further with you or Gegroe a?t@ he has read your '

report, whi’ch, by tﬁe way, 1s the best thing of its kind

© - I've yet seen.

LILG/es
cc: E;«lﬂfoﬁ Ellerin
“Bertram H. Gold

Beorge Gruen
Jarc H. Tgnenbaun



September 15, 1978 \
M. Bernard Resnikoff \ \

Inge Lederer Gibel \\ \

In reading your Soptember 10th memorandum to George Gruen re ‘\
the black Hebrews of Dimona, particularly the last paragraph, o E _
it occurred to me that the information attached should be % |
shared with M{1ton Ellerin and 1 am taking the 1iberty of so 1/
doing. Mflton recently rafsed a question relating to such |/
a forthcoming visit with this department and he may want to \

follow up further with you or George aft®: no has read your

report, which, by the way, 1s the best thing of its bind

I've yet seen.

ILG/es

cc: HMilton Ellerin
‘Bertram H. Bold

George Gruen
,ﬁigc H. Tanenbaum



September 10, 1978
George Gruen
M. Bernaxd Resnikoff

Upon my returm to my desk from vacation, one of the things I found on
it was a copy of your July 12 memo to Richie Maass, plus enclosures,
dealing with the umresolved problem of the Black Hdsbrews in Dinona.

When Bert Gold was here he helped me sece that, even though your mewmo
was by then one month old, the issue is still alive requiring some
follow-up attention.

Hence, this report which brings you up to date on everything to be
learned hers. The slight delay in the collection and transmission of
this data was caused by the need to make time for a field trip to Dimoma,
as well as the return from vacation of the former €ity manager of that
cormmity who continues to be our most authentic source of information.

B

In terms of inter-organizational cooperation on your end, you should
know that that portion of the attached report dealing with the trip to
Dimona is being shared with David Clayman, American Jewish Congress rep-
resentative here.

Please note especlally the refemence in the report dealing with unconfirmed
but persistent rumors that expelled Blsack liebrews, now in the U.S., aro
placning to return, ‘estensibly for the purpose of visiting wives and
children, but this time in the company of respectable and nationally
proainent American black leaders as a way of embarrassing the authorities
into granting them a three-month tourist visa. In view of the way that,
up to now, the Ministry of Interior and the police have stone-walled the

_situation, this could lead to further incideats, both hers and in the U.S.,

about which the Washington office and the Inter-religious Affairs Depart-

 ment have correctly complained in the past. If the rwror can be verified, -+

I believe the department and this office should mount a cempaign of 1ntar--
pretaticn and suasion to aveid the ugliness which, for all we know, is
precisely what is intended.

MBR: jw
cc: Bert Cold
Washington Office

Jﬁ?} Office
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From the Israel Office of the American lewish Committee
Rehov Ethiopia 9, Jerusalem 95 149 Tel. 228862, 233551 Cable: Wishom, Jerusalem

September 10, 1978

Black Hebrews Revisited

Back in April of this year, Naomi Levine, then Executive Director of the
American Jewish Congress and I called upon Minister of the Interior Yosef
Burg, on behalf of the national community reiations delegation, then in
Israel. . The purpose of the visit was to inquire why no response was re-
ceived to a February 17 letter to the Minister co-signed by Naomi Levine,
Bert Gold and Ben Epstein of the ADL and to press for a quick reply and
_an early solution of the problems resulting from the unresolved legal
“status of the Black Hebrew community in Dimona.

In that conference with the Minister, about which there was a separate

report at the time, he showed considerable charm. For a politician he was

also considerably frank by acknowledging that there was no response to the
February 17 letter because he didn't know what to say. He did acknowledge

that the problem persists, especially as the black Dimona community has -
maunted a campaign to swell its ranks by the infiltration of Blacks, in '
ones and twos, who, upon arrival, destroy their American or other passports,
losing themselves in the community without any official record of their

being in this country. Both Naomi and I encountered actual experiences

of important American Blacks, including quests of the AJC, who felt them-
selves harassed upon arrival at the port of entry, and singled out for

special interrogation by the police, with consequences leading to changes

in relationships with American black leaders, many of them with a fine

record of support for Israel. The Minister said he deeply regretted these
incidents but insisted that Israel felt compellad to exercise the right:

of any sovereign state, making discretionary judgments about who may or

may not enter the country.

Months later, in a continuing consultation with the American Jewish Congress
representative in Israel, David Clayman, it was agreed between us that Dave
would take leadership in this matter, just as we agreed that I would take
leadership in other matters, these decisions resulting from the agreed-upon
areas of concentration on the national level. Consequently, Dave called
upon the Minister once again at the beginning of the summer who, in effect,
repeated his position stated back in April. He said to Dave that 'if we
insist on a formal reply to the original February 17 letter, he would write
such a letter in which he would indicate that the matter was .referred to a
committee but, once again with disarming frankness, conceded that there it
would die.

More cheerful developments took place elsewhere. Following a teiephone
conversation between George Gruen and Alexander Allen, of the National Urban
League, the League staff wrote George on July 5 to which was attached a
June 20 letter from Ben Ami Carter to assorted friends in the U.S. complain-
ing that "there has been no actual implementation of Histadrut decisions

2.
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summarized in a Narch 2 letter from Histadrut Secretary-General Yerucham
Feshel to Hr. Bayard Rustin. That statement may have beea true at the time
but it no longer 1s. 1 had once reported to Georgas Gruen that part of the
problen of implemeating the Hidtadrut decisions was local bicterin?

the members of the Dimona Histadrut. That has subsequently been e hﬂnated.
based in part on pressure from the national offica, represented by Nr. Paltiel
Segal end I have in our posssssion in the Israel office a writtem record of
the agreement of the local Dimona Histadrut to accept Black Hebrews as mesders
of the organization, with the first members actually enrolled on July 3. Asked
to abjure his charges against Histadrut, Hr. Carter acknewledged in writing on
July 11 the "everlasting friendship of trust, coeperation and understanding
with the Histadrut and its affiliated offices”, specifying the successive m—
bership registraticas of working members of his cozaumity em each londay, the

day sat asfde for this purposa.

Encouraged by this data, but in the interests of getting a " full picture of
the black commmity of Dimona in all of its aspects, a field trip to Dimoma
was oryaaized on September 6. The findings from this visit are appended hereto.



Dimena Fleld Visit, September 6, 1978

Armon Loredo, Hayor of Dimona

The problem started back in 1967 uhen the first ceatingent of Blacks

arrived from Liberia whica, 48 sheuld be recalled, was not that gracious

to this small community. Eaploiting the cuphoric atmosphera in 1967,

they wers quickly acceptad by Isvael, and despite their clsim that they
were returning to their homeland, and, as a matter of fact, the first coa-
tingent was acceptod as temporary residents. The situation worsened sharply
and quickly when thelr claim changed from belng Jews to being the eriginal
Habrews. Tearing up thefr American passports upon arrival, and fssuing
their own "{dentity cards®, they were seea as being without slatus and heaca
without privilages. They wera mot, and are not, elilgidle for free scheoling,
or social welfare servicss bacasss, in a tachnical sense, they do net exist.
Tha 111ezal pracitice of polygamy exacarbates the situatian.

Euessing that the conzunity consists of soma 880 zo0uls, Hr. Lorads denied

that there 13 any race problem - pointing 0 the Indian population of
Dimona which, by now, i3 some 123 of tha nopulation with no racial prodlem
existin?. In answer to a question, Bir. Loveds acknowledged that they do
not violate municipal laws, hut irritating probless @xist. Example: the
beating of a tow-tom two days before childbirth, to drown out the wailing,
disturbs the neighdors. Anothaer example, the way they live - sozetimes
eight or more to 3 room - has depressed sroperty value end adjacent naighbors;
ﬁtiﬂ?ﬂ to se@) thair homes, ccmplain that they are Tusiy £0 get 503 of a

afr price. _

Because the Blacks have mo legal status, thay are sot eligibla for work per-
rfts or vork referral by the labor exchange. Still, sany of them do worx
because of the general m=anpower shortage in the avea. But they do menial
work at the lowest vung of the economric scale. Thosa who <0 wovk denefit
from social security and the ether social welfare bemefits gencrally con-
ferred upon the working comsamity. But, he ceacluded, {7 thay want to live
here, thay sust abide by the law.

Asked 1f he wanted some mossaga deliversd to his white and dlack frieads in
the U.S., he appealed to the U.S. that Israel aas enoush problems without
baing saddled with additional, unnecessary problems. GLoes this tiay, little
country have to be a vefuge for all kiads of people? [o we bave to sclve

everybody's problems?
- Israel Havon, Dimona Actiag Mayor, vepresenting REP

Let's gat ona thing straight. This group iz here fllegally. o self-respect- "

ing country would allow peupla to stay on 1llegally, but Israel did, ériginally
granting three moath tourist visas. bould the U.S. have done that? |
guarantee not. . :

Because of this basic fact, Havon, whe was mayor ia 1963, had to act accord-
fagly. He was witness to a soeies of 1llecal acts, such as the infiltration
of additional community mesbers, with the result taat the black ceamwnity was
craating its own society within the larger Israeli society. As a vesult, and
fulfillfing the legal dutjes develviag upen him, ha 1ssued orders not to admit
children of the commaumity into tha schoal systsw. _ -

" Mo
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Learning that I was scheduled to sze Mr. Carter later fa the day, Er. Jlaves
cawtienad e that Hr. Carter 15 the only spoksszan for the group. will avd
allew onyone else to 3peak 0 outside visitors and that, therofore, there is
no way of testing the wveraeity of shat Fr. Carter would be saying.

Avner Shitrig, City Hnaﬂ- r

Fr. Shitrit's operational principle 1s this: the Black commuysity presents
both legal and bumnitarian problems. tntil the legal problems ars solvad,
ho desls with the humsnitarian ones. Thus, medical services sre uot denfed
to anyone needing aad wanting them. Famicipal sarvices, such as garbige
coliection, ave provided saiformly throushout the city despite the dwieas
tax differential.

bisona Slacks ip the workisg force wis are sistadrut mn get tha full_
range of servicas as do other Histadrut mesbers. #Hore, scme non-distadrut
pebers enjoy se=s Histadrud bemafits. :

In answer to & guestien, Hr. Shitrit deserined the community a8 quiet ind
law-abiding, generally.

Albert Abutbal, Head, Local histadrul Council

Kalp was offered the Tirst group of arrivals bacause they were adnitted as
tesporary vesideats. #How, despite the legal cloud, the rationale for the
continued offer of Histadrt services s besed on huwsaitarian Hrounds.

The nuzber of curreatly enveolled Histadrut mesders s abent 130-140. Asked
thy tha nuadar {sa’t grealer, Kr. Abutbul sald becouse ne wmore applied. Bat
be did say thatd an oxceptien was made fr the case of tiis cosmumity 20d cven
waezployad werkers are still eslisinle te Join iiistadrul, payiag tae mintmal
wembersalp fess. And, he added volmmtarily, he invided Br. Lavter 1o for s
conference at which time he solicites additiona] mex=dbersaip but none cama.
Heanwhile, while iistadrut does mot place people in work, or evea sake re~
forrals, informal methods Save baea used to widen jod opgertunities fer the
black coxmumily 3ad, ¢n 2 sofe of triumaph, Hr. ADutdul told me taat there
are pew some 10D blacks morking in the bisona taxtile Tagtory.

In vespoass to a guastiom, br, Abustbul stated Tlatly and unconditionally
that all tha cenditions eaumarated in Ar. Heshel's Harch Z letter kave been
fzplencatad. More tham that, help bas been provided ¢o the black comunity
in 8 variety of informal ways; classes, Folkdancing; trips.

Unliza the mmfcipality, the lador excasnge and the Tiie, br. Abutbsl
ackncidadged that Histadrst i3 a non-governaental ageacy and i3 therafors
fres to do a5 1t sses fit without baing boumd by the lack of the communiiy’s
legal status. Haverbheless, Histadrut urges lasbor exchange to hirs people
and cartainly =akes ro distinction 1o services rendered to Histaﬁrnt E8uhSPS
aecording to color. '

Hote: Gusing the coursa of the ceeting, thors was the sest interastiag
cbaervation thag, ameng all the generally poasitive reports from all sources

k|
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on this day, Mr. Abutbul was the only one to mentien that there was a legal
matter involving the black commumity that was on jts way to reach the Supreme
Court. This called for a sepavate fnquiry.

Bea Ami Carter, the Prince Chancellor, Original Hebrew Israclits Hation

Unlike previous appearances to which this writer was witness, whan ir.

Carter was ballicose, dstached, agoressive and imperious, this time, he

wvas pacifie, conciliatery, friendly. ODrinks were sevved by a vavishing beaaty
and his posture in his threme-like armchair suggested that he would devete all
the tine wanted for the consultation.

Hr. Carter acknowledged the veracity of the {nformatien 1 had baan getting
during the day concerning Histadrut mszbership., Yes, sionday is wegisimation
day and wesbers of his cosmunity centinue to register. These carclled enjoy
full zembership. Uhile mesbers of his communtty in Arad aad Hizpe Ramon ave
experiencing seme difficulty, here in Discana things are going well. In fact,
even unémployed mesbers o7 his camunity are now eligible to joim lccal Hista-
drg;. In brief, Histadrut "has fulfillad or is fulfilling all the promisaes
rade. ” . :

The problem, then, i3 not Histadrut, but the Jabor exchange, which has been '
a problem for the last sevem years and is still a broblem. The exchanga dogs, —
pot issue labor parmits bacause of the legal problsm. Thersfors, those who

got Jobs, and enly becaese of the mansower shovtage, were paid lass than others;
nﬂu.‘r;owwar. with thalr Histadrut mesdershins, the salary level has becons
equalized. ‘

© . He, Carter has kept his part of the zgreemont im full, has dasistad
from public stataments and has issuad a statsaent promising cempliance with
the law 1o ail of its aspaecis. Stil), at thls time, &r. Carter has no contact
with any goverament official, the problem remains ultimataly a political ona,
and the Miaistry of Interisr shows no evidance of wanting to get The prodiem
solved. Hevertaeliess, itr. Carter wanted 1% known taat there has been tremsn-
dous change ia the last ien years - aad this on both sid¢es. As far as ais

cn group is concernad, there have baen no sore depoastrations, a public
statement was issuad that thera §s no wish o offend the State of Isreel in
any way and bahavior is moderate.

Hr. Carter was just a 1fitle bit evasive about figures. Lhea 1 asked hin
what percentage of his comumity & now mesbers of Histadmsi, he replied about -
one-third. How much was this in actual nuwzbers? He dida't know offbhand.

He had to send his aide, Shambua, to tha office to ¥ind cut. The answer came
back that there were 250 wen, women and children pow vegistered.(a far cry

from the figura provided by Hr. Abutdbul). IH# any case, the combinaticn of
the percentace figure and thae number figure suggests a community of about

1.000 souls. (There is an {ntaresting insight to be shared about the mawe

- Shawmua. Tanis §s the first time I met anybed, with that name. dand yet it

is a perfectly legitimate Biblical name - see Humbers 13:3. This suggests
how the group visws The 3ible as i1ts referent.) :

Wr. Carter beliaves thera has beem a tremendous change in the last ten years.
Certainly the group has discentinued fts demonstrations and belizves fis

4’.-
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conduct can be charscterized as belng modevate. Thers 13 no wish to offend
Israsl but, to tell the truth, there has been no contact with any govermmsnt -
official becausa the problem, ultisately, is all political. The MHinistry of
Interior does not seem to be veady to try to rese'lm the lageﬂ problea.

A§<ed What message br. Cartsr would wish to pass on o his friends in the U.S., he
said that he wants to stress that ais grouwp is reither anti-Isracl mor anti-
Jewish, Its orly objestive is to do geod. Curreat priorities include living
quarters end jobs. As to the legal problam, the group weuld accept the status
of naturalized citizens and makes the following proposal im all of 13 cospon~
ent parts: to bs gives a pleca of land to grow their cun food; to agree to
waintain the present population level without increase; after a three year
peried, based on parformanda and axperience, the group mm]d expect offictal
permission to allow a fixed population imcrease. =

Tha conference was amicable in every respact.
Dr. Gershon Hiner, formsr City Manager and aow, Adviser to the Havor

In every case of contradiciory figuras, t.aa onas subaitted by Hr. Cartar are
Eoys accuraie. '

The court case mentioned originated out of the less oF property value on the -
part of neighbers adjacent %o the black cmmuniq. -

Rabbi Ra!r‘n Simon of Chicago was involvad in this cexmunisy in its pre-Cartor "
s¢age and continues to be an authontic scurce abcut tha origias of the oroup.



Appendix

#ith respect to the court case mentioned in this report, hard facts are
difficult o get at this writing. The Ministry of Justice was not helpful.
The legal adviser at the Ministry of Interior knew nothing absut the matter
at all, daspita ths fact that his Kinister appears as a defendant in a case
officially submitted to the Supreme Court, sittiag as a High Court of Justics.
The clerk of the Supreme Court knew nothing about the matter at the time of
inguiry but promised to check and get back ¢o us. There has beea no rusponsa
up to this writing. Firally, I calied the Disona lasyer represeating the
plaintiffs who, cheerfully and promptly, acknonledsed that the matter was in
fact brought to the High Court of Justice which concluced that there §3 no
reason uhy the legal status of the dlack community should net be reselved.
Consequently, the Court asked the Knesset Law and Justice (occmitiee t0 formiu-
lata 1ts rocommendations as €o how the matter could be settled legally. 1
told the Dizona Jawyaer that the matier required swift resolution, bectagse
the problem continues to Tester, arnd there 13 now a rusor that scms vimona
blacks now in the U.S., after having beea ejected by Israsl, are plamning to
come back to visit thelr wives and children but, this time, in the campany
of prestigious American blacks (1ize Er. Rustin?) in order to safaguard.their
adwission. Thersupen, the "awyer endorsed py owa thought that 1t would not
be amiss to encowraga tha ancsset committes to move quickly o this. All the
Bora so becaus® tha high Couwrt askad the commitiae to arvive at a decision
“sgon” without defining that term with gmatar pracision. ilerce, the letier
to H.K. David Glass, aitached. : 4 . ey



- Bspeember 19, 1878

#H,E. Bavid Clzds
Chaizman, Constitucional BLaw
and Justice Committes '

- The Xnesset

Jerusalam
Desr Pavid,

1 taks the liberty of writing you this le**9r of wurgsacy in
consultation with By associate 3. Pavida Clayman of tho
2mgrican Jewish Congress. _ -

It has boen reliadly lonrned frow & varioty of sourcas that the
High Court of Justice has referved to your Cosmittee ths fostering
problam of the Bloek Yebrows in Dimona with the regquest that yvur
Conmiztes ccms up “sooa™ with preposals IOP thd soiution of the -
la2gal problons cencerasd wita this gossualily.

You asy wmt to know ghat the Auorican Jowlsh cozssnity continues

to have prodlems with the leadorahip of the black cozmumity in the
U.S., maay of whom have a fine record of support for Israsl, wio
contiane to a3k troudblesome questions sbout the status of tke blask
coxmmity ia Disoma. Theve have besa soxe uzly incidents in the
past 2ué one warrants thag thers may be others 3o follow.

12 cur continuisg-effort tv win support for Isvael on bohalf of

dsfiaed Azerican constituencies, iacluding the American black coa-
mumity, ve urge you ond yonr Committes to formulato acceptable
proposals a2s guickly a3 pessiblo so that this provlea, with conse-
cuengss for both homan and public relations, row tem yoars. .0ld, cem °
be solved ence oad for all.

¥r. Clayman and I ere at your dispesal to provide you with such

backzrowmd informstion g3 you may require. BNeanwhile, we oxpress

ralief that tho matter 15 in yocur hands end we yish you successful
doliberations. .

Sincorely yours,

Dp, M, Eoymand Respikoff @

ec: David Clayman !’_imor_-- israel Ofdlce



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date February 3, 1981
to Marc H. Tanenbaum CONFIDENTIAL

from Judith H. Banki
subject BASIC Report on Black Hebrews.

You asked me to give you a report of the luncheon meeting with members

of the BASIC group. George Gruen's report (attached), which must have been
written immediately upon our return from the meeting, is comprehensive, and
I see no reason to duplicate the process.

I would add only one comment to George's excellent report. According to my
notes and personal recollection, Charles Bloomstein tried to bridge the gap
between Rustin's view of Ben Ami Carter and Joe Allen's, with a kind of
interim position. In the long run, he said, he shared Rustin's assessment
that the Black Hebrew commumity is "indigestible." However, to. give the
group every benefit of the doubt, and to test out whether Carter has really
moderated his opinions, he believed the commmity should be assisted by
granting its members temporary working pem:Lt.s.

Even Rustin does not believe that mass -expulsmn is the answer. He feels
if the leadership of the commmity were expelled (after appropriate: public
relations preparation), the bulk of the membership would depart voluntarily,
with some perhaps trying to mtegrate into Israeli soc:Lety This may be an
opt:l.mlstlc assessment.

JHB :mr

cc
B. Gold
G. Gruen
I. Gibel

Y.
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date February 2, 1981 ' CONFIDENTIAL
to Bert Gold

from George Gruen

(0818 Fip.d 3k Lo d V.8 vk U

subject BASIC Report on Black Hebrews

First the good news: At the luncheon meeting with members of the BASIC group
there was unanimous and lavish praise for the invaluable help that Bernie
Resnikoff as an individual and the AJCommittee as part of the "Jerusalem Com- )
mittee" of American representatives provided to the delegation. They said they
couldn't have done it without our help.

Dr. Burg assured the group that the airport procedures would in fact be modified
to eliminate the impression of racism in singling out Blacks for investigation.
This was not put in the report so as not to make it appear that Burg was acting
in response to BASIC pressure. The other good news is that Dimona Mayor Jacques
Amir was able to strike a deal with Ben Ami Carter whereby in exchange for
turning over housing units for rental to Dimona Black Hebrews, Carter permitted
672 individuals to be fingerprinted and identified by both their original
Christian names and their new Black Hebrew names.

Now for the bad news: At today's meeting it quickly emerged that there is a
fundamental split among the members of the delegation as to what ultimately should
be done. Rustin firmly believes that Ben Ami Carter is a dictator; that his
present moderation is purely tactical; that he still believes he has a divine
mission to inherit the land; that his adherents in the U. S. have recently opened
offices in Washington, Atlanta and Houston and in several African countries in
order to recruit new members to the movement; that these people will continue to
attempt to join the group in Israel irrespective of any formal agreement to limit
the community to present members and their children; and that the Black Hebrews
are basicly an "indigestible" element in the country and are creating a time

bomb that will eventually explode. Consequently, Israel would be best off to
expel the leadership who are conspiring to keep the rest of the community under
their control. Rustin's big caveat is that this can only be done once Israel has
established procedures that make it crystal clear to everyone that this is not a
matter of racism. Charles Bloomstein shares Rustin's assessment.

The contrary position was presented by Alexander (Joe) Allen, who believes that
while the group may be quaint it is making a positive contribution to the plural-
istic Israeli society, is committed to non-violence and notwithstanding his
original aims, Ben Ami Carter has modified his position and become pragmatic.
There are many "nuances" for options between expulsion and complete citizenship.
The interim recommendations provide a means of testing good faith on both sides.
Lewis Carter III of the NAACP tended to agree that the Dimona housing-for-identi-
fication tradeoff showed Ben Ami Carter's pragmatism. However, he said, the
leader of the group in Arad, Prince Heskiahu, still speaks in the prophetic
rhetoric that Israel is ruled by an unjust regime and that in the messianic era
it will be replaced by the Black Hebrews, who call themselves the Original Hebrew



Israelite Nation.

The report avoided making recommendations on the ultimate resolution of the
problem, ostensibly because this was a matter for the sovereign state of Israel
to decide, but in fact primarily because the BASIC group couldn't agree. The
practical recommendations in the report represent a unanimous consensus. (Dr.
Archie Buffkins, who had to leave the group before the end of the trip, called
Rustin to indicate that he fully endorsed the report. Marion Logan, who signed
the report, could not attend today's meeting so I have no idea where she lines
up, although in the past she was closer to Allen's than Rustin's assessment of
the Black Hebrews.)

Rustin told me after the meeting that he did not expect the present Israeli
government to reach any fundamental decisions on the matter before the elections.

The Jewish representatives at the meeting were not asked for any public action.
Our offices in Israel could monitor whether the airport arrangements had in

fact been improved. The one issue on which we were asked to help was to impress
upon the Israel Government the need to issue temporary work papers for those who
had been duly identified. This was an especially serious problem in the case of
those individuals who had managed to break away from the Dimona group and wanted
to 1ive in Israel on their own. They face terrible economic problems and harass-
ment from the police. If it were possible to make employment, housing and social
services available to them, more persons might be encouraged to leave the Dimona
group.

Bayard Rustin noted that the Ethiopian Archbishop was prepared to administer
charitable funds for a sociai service program for those who left Dimona and

that Rustin would try to raise some money for them as well. He thought the group
of Black American Jews in which Katya Azoulay, Inge Gibel's daughter, is active
could be a useful channel for helping the defectors from Dimona get on their

feet and run interference for them with government agencies.

Consul Benny Abileah told me privately afterwards that there were legal problems
with some of the persons who had left the Dimona group. The Isra21i police see
no good reason not to deport them, especially since some have resorted to crime
to make ends meet. Because of the polygamy practiced within the community, it
is often hard to determine who is legally in which family. One woman who left
the Dimona community with her two children could not get U. S. passports or
Israeli identify papers for them because Ben Ami Carter would not allow the
midwife who delivered the babies to sign certificates attesting that the woman
was indeed their mother:

- Rustin was unhappy at the distortions in the U. S. and Israeli press coverage

of the report and was planning to write letters to the offending papers. He

had taped a radio interview on the contents of the report which was sent out

over 140 Black radio stations. (We can get a cassette if you see a further use
for it.) He is also planning to write a column that will be syndicated in about
100 papers summarizing the group's recommendations. (He was angry at the "dis-
tortion" in the Jerusalem Post story (January 28, 1981). I presume he objected
because it highlighted one aspect of his personal views rather than the con-
sensus report. Abileah reported that the Post and Ma'ariv had carried editorials
supporting the report, but he had not yet seen the texts.

The group at today's meet1ng confirmed that through an overs1ght one paragraph
of the Addendum ‘upon which they had agreed was omitted from the report. The



.

paragraph in question is included in the New York Times story. It belongs after
the second paragraph on the Addendum page and reads: '

"Any closed community with a highly authoritarian structure
tends to raise problems for a wider society in which it exists.
This group has an ideology which sets it in direct opposition
to some of the values of the Israeli society. For instance,
their seif-proclaimed messianic vision includes their sup-
planting the present legal Israeli Jewish regime. We can
fully appreciate the concern and anxiety that Israel and
Jews have given this peculiar ideology."

For your confidential information, Bayard Rustin told me that Prince Assiel
Ben-Israel, the Chicago-based representative of the Black Hebrews, has appeared
three times on platforms with PLO representatives and reportedly supported

. their position. Another source told me that Assiel has been implicated in
credit card thefts and other crimes. Rustin said he would give me copies

of hostile literature the group is distributing in Chicago.

I would suggest that in'view of all of the above we continue to keep a Tow pro-
file on this vexing issue. In terms of the American community, Black and general,
Tet BASIC carry the ball,with us helping only where necessary to correct dis-
tortions in the media. The BASIC group did not request formal endorsement by

us of their report. Our help in facilitating their inquiry has been acknowledged
by them. If called upon, we could say that their report appears balanced and their
interim recommendations reasonable. However, in view of the unresolved underlying
issues, I don't think we should at this point recommend any definitive action

to the Israeli Government. The BASIC group told us that in contrast to their

last visit some three years ago, when many Israeli officials did not consider

this a serious issue, now everyone they spoke to felt that this was an important
matter requiring resolution. In this sense their mission was helpful in further
raising Israeli consciousness on the international repercussions of this issue.

GEG/el =N

P. S. I am enclosing the Jerusalem Post stcry of January 28, ]981 to which
Rustin objected and the memo sent out by NJCRAC.

cc: Andy Baker/Roger Nathan
Hyman Bookbinder
Eugene DuBow/Harold Applebaum
Inge Gibel/Judy Banki :
Abe Karlikow
M. Bernard Resnikoff
Seymour Samet
Marc Tanenbaum
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black cult
is ‘dictator’

F:¥: "'B§ JOAN BORSTEN
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Rustin sa

“*" Jerusalem Post Reporter
* Describing Black Hebrew leader
Ben-Ami Carter as a “dictator,”
 veteran U.S. civil rights leader

+| delegation’s report, he felt he had a

. Bayard Rustin told The Jerusalem
* Post that he would defend Israel’s
* right to deport the members of the
" cult, TR
©  Rustin came to Israel at the head
" of a six-member delegation of civil
" rights 2nd black leaders to in-
_ vestigate “human rights in [srael™ as
. they pertain to the Black Hebrews,
" The delegation spent 11 days
" meeting with members of the sect in
Dimona and Arad, defectors from
the sect, Israeli officials, and U.S.
-Ambassador Samuel Lewis. They
presented their findings yesterday at
- a press conference. )
’ ¢ group urged Israel to quickly
. reach a decision defining the status
of the sect, and also called on the
government to issue work permits
to sect members and to continue ef-
forts to upgrade their housing.
Although Rustin® accepts the

4 “*moral obligation” to speak per-
sonally about the_ 1,200 Black
Hebrews living in Dimona, Arad, |
and Mitzpe Ramon. .
“If a group of Nigerians had
‘entered the U.S. illegally, refused to
| obey our immigration-laws and
practised polygamy, I don't believe
: a single civil rights leader wouid
uestion America's right to deport
them,” said Rustin, I feel the same
“way about the Black Hebrews and
Iszael. T will not let the question of
_‘colour obscure my belief in
_democracy and abhorrence of dic-
tators. [ will not engage in a double
standard. If the Black Hebrews do

.not abide by Isracli laws and iniend

~to replace the present order of
things, they are a threat to the
state.” C y

Rustin s2id that he cannot tell the
Israeli government how to handle
it's 12-year-old dilemma. .

“Israc] must determine whether
Ben-Ami Carter still believes what
he originole szid — that he und his
ierit the earth and that
the Jews zrz impostors in Isreel. If
that is still the case, the Black
Hedrews sore indiresiidle. If on ihe
Citor hard — us hic current poblic
statemcnis indicate — he has
changed his tune, the group is
digestible.”

(Comtingsd on page 2, eol. 7)

THE JERUSALEM POST
Jan. 28, 1981

| . RUSTIN

(Continued from page oae)
Rustin personally believes that

" b

Carter is still bound by his original

_principles — which were ex-

pounded to the delegation once
again this week by the head of the
Arad Black Hebrew community,
Charles Blackwell. :

“I wonder,” asked Rustin, *if in
this kind of controlled situation (in
the sect) Blackwell could possibly
say what he did without Carter’s
permission?”

Rustin admitted that he has not‘

"been able to substantiate charges
frequently levelled against Carter
and his lieutenants by formeér Black
.Hebrews, who claim that their pas-
sports and bank accounts were im-
unded by Carter, that it was dif-
icult to leave the group, and that
families were separated as a method
of discipline.. ; :

were true,” said Rustin.

“Carter is a dictator and dictators
don’t have the same moral stan-
dards as democratic leaders. Hitler

. almost anything.” oo

:  “We cannot forget that we see
only what Carter wants us to see,”
he said. “'I did not see children with
malnatrition in Dimona. But I

Hedieve ~members . of /the ' Baptist

-4 3 e

fcomimunity (who'say that most of -

the Black Hebrew children they
have sheltered in past years arrived
suffering from malnutrition). The
Health Ministry should go in and
check every child. It is not right that
this group can deny any government
the right to investigate what is go-
ing on. .. - L T T
. What Rustin, like every other

. member of the fact-finding mission,

did emphasize was his belicf that the
government could end the current
untenable situation by diffusing
.Carter’s control over his band of
followers. -~ s, 3

Instead of relocating the entire
cult on an isolated moshav, as was
recommended by the Glass Com-
mission report, Rustin would give
all Black Hebrews currently in
Isracl — including those who have
left'the group and are living on their
own' — the legal right to live
anywhere in the country as long as
they obeyed national laws.

In response to the frequently-

would increase anti-Semitism
among U.S. blacks, Rustin felt that .
blacks and Jews would overcome
the anticipated tension as they had
other problems. .
ther members of the mission
were Alexander Allen, vice-
resident of the Nziional Urban
eague; Charles Bloomsiein, of the
A. Philip Randolsh Educational
Fund; Dr. Acchie Rufiking, of the
tusk force ea Intcruationzl Yiskar

~wuesticn s L razl; Lewis Caricr, of
the Netional Ascociation for the
Advzncement of Coloured People;
and Mrs. Anthur Logen, of the

Nztional Cour.cil of Negre Women.

“But [ wouldn't be surﬁrised ifit’

and Stalin were capable of doing -

voiced fear that deporting the cult -

.« By



CCMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL

443 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016 L4 684-6950

January 30, 1981
Memo -
TO: NJCRAC Member Agencies ; 2

FROM: Rabbi Israel Miller, Chair and Judge Jerry Wagner, Vice Chair, NJCRAC
Israel Task Force

RE: News Accounts of BASIC Report on the Black Hebrews in Dimona

You will recall from earlier communications from the NJCRAC Israel Task Force
that the status of the Black Hebrews (Original Hebrew Israelite Nation), centered in
Dimona, was to be the subject of a mission to Israel by BASIC (Black Americans in
Support of Israel Committee). .

As you may have just recently read in your local papers, a mission of seven
.BASIC members spent eleven days in Israel and issued a report of their findings with
regard to the status of the Black Hebrews and the related problem of Israeli measures
to stem the influx of potential new members of the cult. The BASIC report (enclosed)
can be summarized as highly positive in that it exonerates Israel of "official
racism" (p. 3-4) and takes note that the Government of Israel has committed itself to
improve the status of the Black Hebrews (p. 6-7) and screening procedures at points
of entry (p. 4-6). The report sympathetically acknowledges the nroblems posed to
Israel by a group that refuses to acknowledge the authority of the Govermment of Israel
and the routine immigration and census procedures which are the necessary right and
normal practice of all democracies (p. 1 and 8; General Recommendations 1 and 2).

We have enclosed a copy of the January 30 report by David K. Shipler in The

New York Times which is a gemerally accurate reflection of the BASIC findings and
recommendations. This article parallels most closely the thrust of the BASIC report
and its sympathatic appraisal of Israel's dilemma. Unfortunately, however, scme of
the news stories and headlines we have seen discussing the BASIC report have been some-
what inaccurate or misleading. For example, the headline and lead paragraph of
Wednesday's story in The Washington Post (enclosed) ascribes to the BASIC mission a
position on the question of deportation when, in fact, as The New York Times accurately
reports, BASIC "carefully avoided advising Israel on whether it should deport the

+ 1,200 to 1,500 members of the sect or_allow them to_remain." The headline of the
Baltimore Sun article is also misleading in its emphasis.

Recommendations

1. Where the local press has inaccurately reported or headlined the BASIC find-
ings, local agencies should share the text of the BASIC report (and, perhaps,
. The New York Times article) with the appropriate members of the editorial staff
_ of your local paper.

2. Communities should exercise their individual judgment with regard to sharing
- the report with other influentials and media people who might be interested in
this subject.



wle

This memo, as well as the previous communication from the NJCRAC Israel
Task Force reflects continuing consultation with an ad hoc committee of NJCRAC
member agencies consisting of the American Jewish Committee, the American
Jewish Congress, the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith (all three mentioned
in the BASIC report and several news articles for their role in assisting the
mission), the Jewish Labor Committee and the National Council of Jewish Women.

All of us will be meeting with BASIC on Monday February 2, 1981. Any
relevant information or additional recommendations developed as a result of that
meeting will be shared with you as quickly as possible.

In the meantime, kindly send all news articles on this matter as soon as
possible to Charney V. Bromberg who is, as you know, staff director of the
NJCRAC Israel Task Force, and do not hesitate to consult with him as the need

- arises, -

- IM/Jw:gl
 EX, ITF (W)
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From the Israel Office of the American lewish Committee
Rehov Ethiopia 9, Jerusalem 95 149 Tel. 228862, 233551 Cable: Wishom, Jerusalem

September 10, 1978

Black Hebrews Revisited

Back in April of this year, Naomi Levine, then Executive Director of the
American Jewish Congress and I called upon Minister of the Interior Yosef
Burg, on behalf of the national community reiations delegation, then in
Israel. . The purpose of the visit was to inquire why no response was re-
ceived to a February 17 letter to the Minister co-signed by Naomi Levine,
Bert Gold and Ben Epstein of the ADL and to press for a quick reply and
_an early solution of the problems resulting from the unresolved legal
“status of the Black Hebrew community in Dimona.

In that conference with the Minister, about which there was a separate

report at the time, he showed considerable charm. For a politician he was

also considerably frank by acknowledging that there was no response to the
February 17 letter because he didn't know what to say. He did acknowledge

that the problem persists, especially as the black Dimona community has -
maunted a campaign to swell its ranks by the infiltration of Blacks, in '
ones and twos, who, upon arrival, destroy their American or other passports,
losing themselves in the community without any official record of their

being in this country. Both Naomi and I encountered actual experiences

of important American Blacks, including quests of the AJC, who felt them-
selves harassed upon arrival at the port of entry, and singled out for

special interrogation by the police, with consequences leading to changes

in relationships with American black leaders, many of them with a fine

record of support for Israel. The Minister said he deeply regretted these
incidents but insisted that Israel felt compellad to exercise the right:

of any sovereign state, making discretionary judgments about who may or

may not enter the country.

Months later, in a continuing consultation with the American Jewish Congress
representative in Israel, David Clayman, it was agreed between us that Dave
would take leadership in this matter, just as we agreed that I would take
leadership in other matters, these decisions resulting from the agreed-upon
areas of concentration on the national level. Consequently, Dave called
upon the Minister once again at the beginning of the summer who, in effect,
repeated his position stated back in April. He said to Dave that 'if we
insist on a formal reply to the original February 17 letter, he would write
such a letter in which he would indicate that the matter was .referred to a
committee but, once again with disarming frankness, conceded that there it
would die.

More cheerful developments took place elsewhere. Following a teiephone
conversation between George Gruen and Alexander Allen, of the National Urban
League, the League staff wrote George on July 5 to which was attached a
June 20 letter from Ben Ami Carter to assorted friends in the U.S. complain-
ing that "there has been no actual implementation of Histadrut decisions

2.





