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BISHOP MAHER CALLS ON CHRISTIANS
TO 'PROTEST SOVIET STAND ON JEWS
CAarm Jew
By Religious News Service (1-8- ?3)

B

SAN DIEGO (RNS) -- Soviet Jews are}suffering an "outrageous violation
of human rights,” the Catholic bishop of San Diego said in a statement
released here. y

"A million Jews in Russia are deprﬁbed, among other things, of the
right to emigrate, the right to the free exercise of religion and the
right to develop their own cultural life," said Bishop Leo T. Maher..

Christians should join with other ﬁhericans, he said, to protest
against arbitrary arrests, confinement in mental institutions and
"the growing acts of intimidation heaped upon™ Soviet Jews.

Bishop Maher suggested that Cﬁristﬂans use the following prayer:

"For the Jewish people of Soviet Ru551a, that they may be permitted
to live in accord with their cultural and religious heritage, we
pray to our Father and God of us all Our heavenly Father hear our
prayer." .



CATHOLIC JOURNRL URGES
TERCHING 'ABOUT' RELIGION
(fﬂr‘ i AE/

By Rellg10us News Service (1-2-73)

NEW YORK (RNS) -- The Tablet, weekly publication of the Catholic
Diocese of Brooklyn,has urged that attention be glven to the possibilities
for the academic study of religion in New York City's public schools.

While proselytization would be undesirable and ﬁnconstitutional, says
an editorial in the Jan. 4 issue, education "that strives to igncre reli-
gion's influence on mankind™ is inadequate and distorted.

"The Supreme Court school prayer decision rejecting all forms of
worship in public schools went out of its way to encourage the study
of religion in those schools,” the editorial says. It also notes that
the National Council on Relligion in Public Education lists more than
50 school systems in 28 states that already offer religion courses.

The Tablet suggests three guidelines for the effort to introduce
religion courses into public schools:

-- Discussions should be held by PTAs, school boards and other groups
to build community understanding and support,.

-- Community interest must be ecumenically based with FEnvolvement
of the Jewish commaunity.

-- Proponents should avoid excessive claims of what may be accomplished
through this one approach.

b

“The academic study of religion is a single, limited, but valuable
element,” the editorial concludes in connection with the thlrd guideline,

"Tt should be presented as such, recognizing its possibilities and
its limitations. However, given the difficult facts of living in our

city, the issue shouldn't be ignored.”
<=



URGE FORMATION OF ECUMENICAL AGENCY
TO CE;{_OSTER JEWISH-CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE

R Few.lel 3 .

NEW YORK, Feh. 4 (JTA)42The formation of an
ecumenical agency to foster Jewish-Christian dia-
logue in the United States has been urged by the
board of directors of the United Church Board for
World Ministries, overseas missions arm of the
two-million-member United Church of Christ. The
agency would serve as an American counterpart to
the World Council of Churches’ Committee on the.
Church and the Jewish People, which has for some
vears been sponsoring talks between Jewish and
Chrigtian leaders. It would coordinate but not dup-
licate existing activities, and would include conserv-
ative evengelicals, Unitarians and Roman Catholics
2s well as mainline Protestant denominations, the
Board said.

In asking the directors to recommend formation
of the agency, Rev, Dr. David M, Stowe, executive
vice=-president of the United Church Board, said
that this is a time of ‘‘heightened uncertainty and
even tension’’ between Christians and Jews in the
U.S, ““The news media have carried a flock of re-
sentful or suspicious Jewish reactions to Key 73's
announced intention to ‘confront every person in
North America with the gospel.” Such phenomena -
as ‘Jews for Jesus’ confirm Jewish fears that they
are to be made the targets of a proselytizing cam-
paign,’’ Dr. Stowe said,

These concerns about renewed Chr1st1an interest
in evangelism are ‘‘added to deep and lingering hurts
springing from the widespread refusal of Christians
to rally to the Israeli cause at the time of the Six~
Day War in 1967,” he said. Current Jewish question-
ing of Christian evangelism ‘‘raises crucial ques-
tions for the whole style and intent of our work
around the world,’’ Dr, Stowe declared,

ARCHBISHOP CONDEMNS EXIT FEES

BOSTON, March 8 (JTAYsIRabbi Samuel Ken-
ner, chairman of the Soviet Jewry Committee of
the Jewish Community Council of Metropolitan
Boston and chairman of the Committee on Cath-
olic-Jewish Relations of the Archdiocesan Ecu-
menical Commission, commended Cardinal-
Elect Archbishop Humberto S, Medeiros of Bos-
ton for his recent statement criticizing the Soviet
government for exacting exit fees from Jews
seeking to emigrate,

Archbishop Medeiros said the exit fees are
nothing more than ‘‘a mere pretext designed to
obscure the despicable blackmail demanded for
the free and legitimate exercise of the basic hu-
man right to leave one country for another.*’
Over the decades, he added, the Soviet Union has
‘created and manipulated anti~Semitism as a ‘*po-
tent weapon of social control. Therefore, today,
our Jewish brothers in the Soviet Union remain
a special target of this demand for ransom.”’
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-« The French
Church Hits
Bias to Jews

PARIS (AP)—The French
Catholic Church has issued
a
0

%1

document urging an end

anti-Semitism and in-

directly approving creation
the state of Israel.

The document tells French
Catholies that “the Jew mer-
its our attention and our
esteem, often our admira- |
* tion, sometimes our friendly
.\ and brotherly criticlsm but !
- _ always our love. N
) 1t is perhaps what he has’
: jissed most and that In
~ which Christian conscience*
* has been the most guilty.” i
ki, The document was entitled

., Pastoral Orientations on the .

" . Attitude of Christians® To-
ward Judaism. *
5 It was drawn up by a:
_+ study group of French Cath-!
" © olic bishops, and formulated’

. lntheconuxt.ofa.lﬁﬁdec-l

laration by Vatican IO, the

* Second Ecumenical Councﬂ.i
. That declaration absolved
<~ Jews from guilt in the death

e

d

. .
NEW YORK POST, TUESDAY, APRIL 17

E

., of Jesus Christ. i
.. 'A Great Act’ i
{L The French Catholie docu-

ment was welcomed by the

. chief rabbi of France, Jacov
. Kaplan, as “a great act by
" the Church toward which

Judaism Is greatly sensitive.”
It urged the Christian
faithful to fight the perpetu-
ation of anti-Semitic char-
_acterization of the Jew as
. 'wg ysurer, ambitious, com-:.
spiratorial and a deicide.” °
The document, mindful of.
the Vatican's refusal to rec-
ognize Israel since It was’
created 25 years ago, skirted .
i delicately around the Issue,
and did not use the word
Israel. But it sald notably:
“Universal conscience can-
not refuse to the Jewish peo-
ple, who have suffered so’
many vicissitudes through-
out history, the right and,
the means to a political ex-
istence of their own among
. the nations.” .
. Cites Injustices g _
*  The document, in an equal-+
ly veiled reference fo the
Palestinian people, went on:
“This right and this possi-*
bility of existence cannot be |
refused either to those who,
as a result of local conflicts.
stemming from this return,
are presently the victims of |
grave injustices. "
‘Let us turn our attention
to tms land visited by God
and let us deeply hope that’
. it can be a place where alli
.2 innabitants, Jews and_non-}
Jews, can live in'péace”| -*5
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= <1« CATHOLIC PROFESSOR: PRINARY REQPONSIBILITY
' FOR CRUCIFIXION RESTS ON ROLIANS
CATH IEW.
By Religious News Service (ﬁ-l7 73)

PHILADELDHIA (RNS) =-- “Pr1mary respons*billty" for the cruci-
fixion of Jecsus falle on the Ronans rather than the Jews, according
to a University of llotre Dame professor.

Father Jefirey G. Sobosan, 8. C .Ss, says nodern scholarship shows
the first century "Jewish 'leaders7_uho vere involved in it were in
truth not representatives of their peopie but Ronman puppets who
carried out a Roman rather than a Jewish policy."

The priegt, who holds a doctorate fron Noire Dane, wrote on "The
Trial of Jesus" in the gquarterly Journal of Ecumenical Studies,
published here by Tenple Unich51fy.

Citing nunerous other biblical researchers, Father Scbosan
contends that the four New Testament Gospels conuain the foundations
of a Christian tendency to hold the Jews accountable for the
crucifixion.

He dces not feel that such statements as the Second Vatican
Céuncil's declaration reiszting allegations of collective Jewish guilt
and renouncing antimaemlt1=m'are adequate to deal with the Lkistoric
questlons of the trial of Jesus and the Gospels accounts.

Father Sobosan argues that Vatican II statenents were generally
grounded on "the contention that the death of Jesus cannot be blaned
nerely on the designs of men sinceihigs death was == theologically ==
a necessity in oxrder to eifect atonenent for the sins of all nen."

That approzch, he adds, failsfto deal with the historical data .
and refiects a "cond=scension" toward Judaism as a religion by
addr9551ng Jéws as an ethnlc or racial community.

— — - — = R e, _._._.,.._-,\..

“In his article, ?ather Sobosan dlﬂcussos in detail what the
Gospels say about the role of Pontius Pilate, certain "Jdewish leaders"
and "the crowd"” in the condennation and execution of Jesus.

; 1
He states that the Gospel of John, which he identifies as the nost
"anti-Jewish" of the four Gospels,ﬁpreserVes a tradition of Roman
action against Jzsus, KHe uses that as one indication that Jesus was
tried and condern2d in a Roman court.

The Notre Dame professor is not willing to disniss as "unhistori-
cal" the accouzits of action by a Jéwish Sanhedrin against Jesus. But
he says it iz 2ifficult to know what role the Sanhedrin piayved in
the First Century.. He raises the poqsluJT;ty, suggested by a Jewish
scholar, ahm. coSus nay have been brought tefore a iegsser Sanhedrin
than the one including the Ligh priest. '

Father Sobosan cites Eduard Lqpse, a Lutheran, wkho has outlined
27 violations of Jewish law, codified later than the time of Jegus,
in tke Gospel accounts of the appearance before the Sanhedrin,
{



He also clains that ""the crowd" nmentioned in the Gospels as
calling for the crucifixion cone to be identified as '"the Jews" in
the Gospel of John, consicdered the last Gospel to be written,

The priest believes "the crowd" really refers to a group gathered
to call for the release of Barabbas, who was released by Pilate,
according to the New Testanment.

In a Gentile world, where Christianity noved early in its histo“y,
"the crowd" becane the was, and the role of the Rcnans was played
down, he holds,

John's "nmythical inlerpretation" of the role of the Jews, Father
Sobosan says, "has insinuated itscif in%o Churistian thinking,"

The traditional thinking, ke sars, nvst be subjected to "the
conpulsion of truth." Christian allezations of Jewish guilt ia the
crucifixicn continve to cause "an ainost impassable cleavage between
Judaisn and Christianity," according to Father Sobosan,

Encounter with the truth on the trial of Jesus, he states, nust
include Christian willingness to acknowledge "the ;egzt‘nacy of diverse
paths to God," Be ends with a quote from biblical scinolar Father
Doninic 1, Creossan:

"The often repeated statement that the Jews rejected Jesus and
had ¥in crucified is historically untenable and nust, therefore, be
renoved fron our thinming, and oLr writing, our teachzng, preaching,
and liturpgy,

()



CATHOLIC LEADERSHIP DEF ENDS

EXISTENCE OF JEWISH STATE ~ pry 2.

PARIS, April 18 (JTA)YIn a sweeping new doc-
ument that redefines Roman Catholic attitudes
towards Jews, the French Episcopate has called
on its faithful to revise their thinking on Judaism
and recognize the ‘‘political existence’’ of the
Israeli State. The six-page statement, entitled
¢“Pastoral Orientations on the Christian Attitude
of Judaism,’’ was termed ‘‘a great act’’ by Chief

~Rabbi Jacob Kaplan of France, :

The document, prepared during the last two
years, was presented Monday afternoon by the
Rev. Father Bernard Dupuy. It was drawn up by
a study group of French Catholic bishops, and .
formulated in the context of a 1965 declaration by
Vatican II, the Second Ecumenical Council; That
declaration absolved Jews from guilt in the death
of Jesus Christ,

The second of the document’s four main claus-
es constitutes the first position by the French
Prelates on Israel as a State. “‘Universal con-
science cannot refuse the Jewish people, who have

. so suffered in the course of history, the right and
the means of their own political existence among
nations,’’ the document said, adding ‘“Nor can
this right and these possibilities of existence-be
denied by nations which...are presently victims
of unjust situations.”’

Abandon Stereotype Of Jews

The paper made no mention of the Palestine
question, although some observers took the ref-
erence to ‘‘means’’ as a justification of Israeli
military ventures against Palestine guerrilla
groups. The paper called on Christians to aban-
don age=-old stereotypes of the Jew, This includes,
the document declared, dropping the false accus- |
.ation that Jews are *‘guilty. for the Passion and .
death of Jesus Christ.”, i

Rabbi Kaplan said this finding of the Episco=
pate ‘“‘repaired the gravest omission’’ of previous
conciliatory texts issued by the Catholics. The
document took exception to some traditional
Church notions when it said that *“We cannot de-
duce from the New Testament that the Jewish peo+
ple have been stripped of their election.’”’ Accord-
ing to Rabbi Kaplan, this finding marked the first
time that the French Episcopate sought to deepen
the dignity of the J emsh peoples' permanent vo-=
. cation,
Fmally, the document defended the right of
. conversion: ‘““We must recognize the right of
- everyone to extend his worship without being sus-
pected of wanting to separate another person from
his community in a blameworthy manner. Far
from seeking the disappearance of the Jewish
community, the Church sees itself as searching
for lines of contact with that commumty.” the
document said. '




.. FRENCH EIERARCTY!S STAND

ON cENS IS ﬂl}‘)mlmm

CA7H SEW. REL.
By Religious Néws Servica (4-18-7 )

PARIS (RN3) == France's Roman Catholic bighopa have categorically
recognized the rights of the Jewishk people to their "own political
exizstence," strongly conuemned ant*mSemit*sm, and "indixrectly" approved
.of the State of Israc;u

In a statement widely hailed by the Jewish community in France,
the documeat drafted by the French bishops'! Committee for Relations
with Judaism urged Catticlics not only t0 shew their love fc_ Jéws
but to urders and Juﬂhiam, - i

Drawn up "in" the cpxrit" of the 1965 Vatican II Declaration on
the 3Wa but, sowe said, “surcassiug" that document, the French
bishcps® statement cbvioazly roted the Vatican's refusal to recognize
Israel since it was created 25 years%ago, but deﬂlared

_ "Unlversal congclenca cannot refuae to the Jewish people who
have suffered so maty vicissitudes t_.roughcut history, the right and
thke means to a political existence of their own ancng the nations,"”

The Grand Rabbi of France, Jacob Kaplan, said it constituted
a "great act" of the Catbolxc Church

" Jewish lay circles in France were alsc prompt in pralsi“g the
statement, which was released just prior to the dEWlSh feast of the
Pasacver and lz2es than a week be forn Eaater. '

The rastoral document, which plares iteel? strictiy cn religious
grounds, is addressed to Catholics.  Nomethzless, Rabbi Kaﬁlan sa;d
it was an important affirm atlon in t.e pOlltical spner

Also, in a veiied reforence to the Palestinian Arabs dlSplaced
in the establishment of Israel, the bishﬂps statement affirmed its
s;mpathy'and*"the rzght to pollticalfexiatence" of these displaced
peoples a

"let us turn our attention to this land visited by God —
us deeply hope that it can be a place where a2ll its inhabitants,
Jews and non-Jews can live in peace,'l the statement said.

'In going "further'" than the Vatican II document on the Jews,
cbservers said.the French bishcps statement declared that "the Jew
deserves our attention and our esteem cften DU, admiration, somethimes
our friendly and brotherl y criticism, but always cur love."

The bishcns went on to state that’ "it is a theolcgical Juridical
and histerical error to held the chish people...guilty for the
passion and dezth ¢ Jesus Christ." f

They alzo said that "it is not pcasible to view the Jewish
religion as simply one of the religions existing on earth L




EE S The bishops said it is time that Christians 1ost thedr tendency
to regard Jews according to cliches forged by a ''secular aggressivity"
and they denounced such "infamous qualificaticns.'

"Anti-Semitism is a heritage of the pagan world," the bishops'
statement charged, "which is still being reinforced in a Christian
climate by pseudo-theclogical arguments."

The docuvents told the Catholic faithful to fight the perpetua=
tion of anti~Semitic characteriza*ions of the Jew as '"usurer, awnbi-
tious, conspiratorial and a deicide."

. Om



ISRAEL'S ORTHODCX APELRUD
FRENCH CATHOLIC STATEMENT

CATH SEW - N
By Religious News Service (4-15-73)

JERUSALEM (RNS) -- A French Roman Catholic Bishops' Conference statement
reccgnizing the rights of Jewish pecople to "their own political existence,”
and strongly' condemning anti-Scmitism has been warmly grected here by Israeli
Jewish Orthodox lecacdership.

Chief Rabbi Shlomo Goren, spiritual leader of Israel's Ashkenazic
(Western) Jews, said the French tishops! dcoument would help lecad to under-
standing and fcllowshin among nations.

His counterpart, Sephardic (Eastern) Chief Rabbki Ovadia Yosef, expressed
hope that other Churches, "inciuding the Eastern Orthodox Christian," would
fcllow the French Catholic lead.

Religious Affairs Minister Zecrah Vlarhaftig, declared that the document
of the French bishops' Committec for Rolations with Judaism would help to
foster "international and inter-denominational understandinc.ﬁ

Dr. Warhaftic added that he hoped the Vatican would follow the French
example and "cfficially reccgnize the State of Israel."”

The bishops'! statement, addressed to Catholies, took note of the
Vatican's refusal to recognize Isracl since it was created 25 years ago, but
declared:

"Universal conscience cannot refusc to the Jewish people, who have
suffered so many vicissitudes throughout history, the right and the means to
a political existence of their own among nations.™

Al Hamishar, a jeftist daily, praised the French pastoral document as
"simply unbeclicvable™ in comparison to the "prevailing international climate
of intolerance” and to the "lukewarm attitude of the Vatican and of many
Protestant Churches toward Isracl."

In a veiled rcference to the Palestinian Arabs, the bishops! statement
also affirmed its sympathy with and "the right of political cxistcnce" of,
these displaced pcople, .

Urging the Catholic faithful to fight the perpetuation of anti-Semitic
characterizations of the Jew as "usurcr, ambitious, conspiratorial, and
a deicide," the French prelates! document said:

"It is a theological, juridical, and historical error to hold the
Jewish peoplc...guilty for the Passion and Death of Jesus Christ."



WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS LEADER
HATLS FRENCH BISHOPS' STATEMENT !

Chrw Sew.ReL.
By Religious News Service (4-24-73).

NEW YORK (RNS) -- The Secretary—Genpral of the World Jcwish Congress
declared here that the French Roman Catholic bishops' "comprchensive™ state-
ment on the Jews is "a milestone in Cath*llc Jewish relations' and could serve
as a model for other episcopal dcclarat“ans. S

Stating that the French bishops'! document goes beyond the 1965 Vatican IT
statement on Jews, Dr. Gerhart Ricgner of Geneva, said the French statement
"does not limit itsclf, as Vatican II did, to exposing the spiritual links
between Christianity and Judaism and “helr historical sources, but accepts
the Jewish community as a living recality from whose splrltual message
Christians still tuduy bene;l* N

Dr. Riegner, completlng a spcaking tour of several U.S. citics, pointed
out in an interview with Religious Ncws Scrvice that the French statement
marks "the first time any one bishopst conference in the Catholic Church has
tried to deal with the whole range of Catholic-Jewish relations," and it
should be considered "most important” ta;further relations.

The document, centitled "Pastoral Oricntations on the Attitudes of
Christians Toward Judaism," was issucd" on the eve of the Jewish observance
of Passover (April 16). The statement, wndely hailed by France's Jewish
community, recognized the rights of the Jowish people to their own fpolitical
existence," strongly condemned anti-Scmitism, and "indirectly" approved of
the state of Isracl.™

The document also urged Catholics not only to show their love for Jews
but to understand Judaism. It said "Che: Jew deserves our attention and our
esteem, often our admiraticn, s mhtlncs our friendly and brotherly criticism,
but always our love."

"Enti-scmitism is a heritage of the'pagan world,™ the statement said,
"which is still being reinforced in a Chrlstlan cllmate by pseudo-~ theologlcal
arguments.”

-Dr. Riegncer said that co ntra“y tc Vatican II, the French bishops' decument
"does not avoid thd political aspects oF | Chrlstlan Jewish rclations.” He noted
that without rcferring to Israel by name, the statement recognizes that the

‘Jewish people cannot be refused a means of political existence among nations.

The Jewish lcader, who has been a strong force in bringing tcgether
current on-going dialogue with the Vatican and the World Council of Churches
through the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations,
said the French document illustrates the "considerable progress...made in
dealing on thc highest level with thesc major Christian bodics.”

"Christians must understand Jews as, they understand themselves," said
Dr. Riegner, "and not as they would like Jews to be. Only on the basis of
mutual respect can we hope to overcome the difficulties of the past and lay
the foundation for a new relationship ini the future.”

The World Jcwish Congress lecader pcinted out that "in uncquivocal
language,™ omitting all the qualifying phrases of Vatican II, the French
dacument statced "it is an historical, theslegical and legal crror t> render
the Jewish people indirectly guilty Qf the Passion and the dcath of Christ."”




FRENCH CATHOLIC STATEMENT ON JEWS,

ISRAEL, DENOUNCED BY ARAB CIRCLES

RoﬁﬁqA$rﬂig J TA)]'?-‘An international con-
troversy stirred by the French Episcopate’s
declaration upholding the right of Jewish people
to Statehood. is causing consfernation in Vatican
circles. The declaration was denounced by Arab
circles as “‘pro-Zionist.”* Aides of Pope Paul
VI were described as being ‘‘alarmed’’ at the
reaction and were said to be studying the issue.

The declaration, which was two years in prep=-
aration, was released in Paril April 16, In it the
French Episcopate called on Catholics to revise
their thinking on Judaism and recognize the
‘‘political existence’’ of the State of Israel. Sev-
eral days later the Archbishop of Paris said that
the document was a religious and not a political
statement. 1

Arab commentators accused the Catholic
Church of siding with Israel and hinted repris-
als against Catholic missions in the Middle East.
The Algerian newspaper, E1 Moudjahid, a semi-
official organ of the Algiers government, warned
that the attitude expressed by the French bishops
might prompt a reappraisal of the ‘*toleration
that the Arab countries have shown so far to-
ward the activities of Christian missions.’”’ The
Lebanese Embassy in the Vatican called the dec~
laration‘‘regrettable’’ and complained that the
French church which always found open doors in
Lebanon was now supporting Lebanon’s enemy.

The Vatican has refrained from commenting
publicly on the declaration. Vatican press sec-
retary Federico Allessandrini said in response
to questions last night that he had nothing to add
to repeated pronouncements by the Pope on the
Arab-Israeli conflict. Pope Paul called again for
peace in the Middle East in his Easter message
last Sunday. Allessandrini remarked, however,
that the Church’s position on Judaism ‘‘has been
defined by Vatican II,’' a possible implication that

the French bishops’ déclaration was gratuitous. .




ARAB AMBASSADORS IN FRANCE
HIT DECLARATION OF BISHOPS

By Religious News Service (4-25-73)
CA4T8 JTBW, _ ;
PARTS (RNS) -- Ambassadors of Arab states accredited to France have
issued a joint statement attacking a declaration by France's Roman Catholic
bishops upholding the Jewish people's right to nationhood.

A recent pastoral document drafted by the French Bishops' Committee
for Relations with Judaism clearly alluded to the state of Israel, declar-
ing that "universal ccnscience cannot.deny the Jewish people, which has un-
dergone so many vicissitudes in the course of history, the rlght to and the
means for its own political existence among nations."

At the same time, the bishops' statement affirmed "the right to political
existence™ of Palestinian Arabs displaced in the establishment of Israel.

The Areb ambassadors' statement charged that the Bishops' declaration
"represented interference in politics ih favor of Israel."

Expressing "surprise” that the Prench episcopate "had laid upon Christ-

ians the obligation of approving the state of Israel," the ambassadors
declared:

"This is blasphemous, because by 1dent1fy1ng the Zionist state with
Gedfs purpose, (the bishops) had ipso facto condemned the Palestinian people
-- the sons of Ismael -- to a new dlaspora and to further injustice.”

The French bishops' document, whlcg placed itself strictly on religious
grounds, also strongly ccncemned antl-samltlsm, urging the Catholic faithful
to whom it was addressed to fight the Derpetuatlon of anti-Semitic character-
izations of the Jew as "usurer, ambitious, conspiratorial, and a deicide.”

The document declared that the Jéw{"deserves our attention and our esteem,
often our admiration, certaln_y sometlmes our friendly and brotherly criti-
cism, but always our love." :

!

The French Catholic Church statement has been warmly pralsed by Jewish

leaders in France and Israeli aovernment officials.

On the other» hand, El Moudjahid, the semi-official newspaper of the
Algerian government, has hinted at A“abgreprlsals against Christian mission-
aries in the Middle East and elsewhere.] :

In an editorial, the paper said that the Roman Catholic Church's apparent
siding with Is»asl mlght prompt a reappralsal of the "toleration that the
Arab countries nzve so far shown toward |the activities of Christian missions."

Earlier, th2 Lebanese Embassy at the Holy See remarked in a statement
that "the land of Palestine belongs to the Palestinian pecple -= not to the
French bishops.™" ' _

It was "regrettable,™ the embassy statement said, that the French Church,
"which had always found open doors in Lebanon for its religious and cultural
activities™ was now "supporting that country's enemies.”



RIEGNER HAILS CATHOLIC DOCUMENT
"ON CHRISTIAN-JEWISH RELA TIONS

NEW YORR April 23 (J TAJS The French
Roman Catholic document on Christian-Jewish
relations issued last week was praised by Dr.
Gerhart Riegner, Geneva, Secretary-General of
the World Jewish Congress, as going beyond the
1965 Vatican II statement on Jews. Dr. Riegner
stated that the French Episcopate declaration for
the first time rejects the still remaining anti-
Semitic teachings of the Church which they label
as **psudo-theology,’’ accepts the permanency
of the Jewish people and its spiritual message,
as well as its right to a ““political existence’’ of
its own.

He said that the document, titled “Pastoral
Orientations on the Attitude of Christians To=-
ward Judaism,’’ issued April 16 on the eve of
the Jewish observance of Passover, *‘should be-
come a milestone in Catholic-Jewish relations
and serve as a model guideline for similar pro-
nouncements by national Episcopates.’”’ The
French statement, according to Dr. Riegner, .
““does not limit itself, as Vatican I1did, to expos=
ing the spiritual links between Christianity and
Judaism and their historical sources, but accepts
the Jewish community as a living reality from
whose spiritual message Christians still today
can benefit.”’

Dr. Riegner, who brought together current
on-going working communications with the Vati-
can and the World Council of Churches through
the International Jewish Committee on Inter-
religious Consultations, viewed the French docu-
ment as dramatizing ‘‘considerable progress in
efforts we have made in dealing on the highest
level with these major Christian church hndies,”’

The International Jewish Committee consists
of the World Jewish Congress, the Synagogue
Council of America, the American Jewish Com=~
mittee, the B’nai B'rith, and the Israel Jewish
Council for Interreligious Contacts, Dr. Riegner
has been in the United States on a three-week
speaking tour, briefing Jewish leaders in various
cities on a wide range of World Jewish Congress
a.ct1v1tles. ;




" REACTIONS CONTINUE ON
EPISCOPATE STATEMENT €474 S&W

PARIS, April 26 (J TA)’?Chief Rabbi Jacob
Kaplan of France said today that he attached ““no
particular importance*’’ to the equivocal response
by certain Vatican spokesmen to the document on
-Jewish Catholic relations issued last week by the
french Episcopate., The document called for an
e
J

nd to anti-Semitism and recognized the right of
ews to a “‘political existence of their own among
e nations of the world,”’

‘“The Vatican is a prisoner of its own Middle
East policy,’” Rabbi Kaplan told the Jewish Tele=
graphic Agency. ‘‘It is under great pressure
from the Arab countries and its attitude is not
surprising under these circumstances,’’ he said.

The Vatican has not commented officially on !
the French bishops’ declaration, But Vatican
press secretary Prof, Federico Allessandrini
told reporters in Rome yesterday that the Vati=

can’s position on Judaism ‘‘has been defined by
Vatican I1.”” He added that ““There is nothing
changed in our position.’”” French Episcopate
circles here interpreted Allessandrini’s re~
marks as a rebuff to their document, But they
maintained that neither Allessandrini nor the
official Vatican newspaper, L’Observatore
Romano, ““‘can be considered as official Vatican
representatives,’’~



NORTH AFRICAIl PRELATES OPPOSE
FRENCH STAND ON JEWISH STATE

By Religious News Service (ﬂ-27—73)
CATH JEW.

ALGIERS (RNS) -= The North African Roman Catholic Bishcps Confer-
ence has criticized a recent French Catholic bishops' declaration
upholding the Jewish pecple's right to naticrhood as a "linking of
politics with religion in a manner that is to be rejected.”

According to Algerian Radio, the North African prelates issued a
statement at the conciusion cf a thrse-day plenary session in Oran,
Algeria, | '

The broadcast quoted the statement as saying that "serious ambigu-
ities of an exegetic and theclcgiczl nature have led to.a harmful
confusion between Judaism and Zionism," /

"In the present circumstances,'|the statement went on, "this _
(French bishops®) document must be regarded as an acceptance of a 'fait
accompli' =- the vioient occupatlon of a land w1thout regard to the
demands of JUSt’CE- :

"No one can abuse God's design go Justlfy an injustice, no matter
of what nature. 5

The French document, issued by the Bishops' Committee for Relations
with Judaism, without neming Israel, [declared that "universal conscience
cannot deny the Jewish people,..the right to and the means for 1ts ;own
political exisience among rations." f

At thz same time, the French doqumeqt affirmed "the rlght to

polltlcal exzvtenue" of Arab Palest1n1an refugees.

The North African b*shops, in thelr Oran statement, insisted that
"the Palestinizn pecples' right to existence is an essentlal factor in
the Middle East problem," and that recognltlon of the factor is "a
first step towards psace, i s ‘.

"Respect for the demands of international justice is the founda-
tion for peace vz tween peoples, " the bishops concluded.

The statnﬂcnu was 51*nﬂd by Cardinal Lecn-Etienne Duval of Algiers;
Archbishop lliciiei Callens of the rrelature of Tunis, Tunisia; Arch-
bishop Francisco Aldsgundo Dorrego of;Tangier, lorocco; Archblshop
Jean Chalbert of Ruray, Marocco, é.

Also by Eiznop Jdeon Scotio of Cohqtunthe, Algeria; Bishop Guido
Attilio Previtzli, Vicar Apgstolic of! 'Tripeli, Libya; Bishop Paul
Pierve Pinier of Constantlne, retired; Biskcp Henry Tessier of O"an,

~and Auxiliary Bishop Gaston Jacquier of Algiers.



FRENCH BISHOP TO 'CLARIFY' STAND N FRIDAY, MAY 18, 1973
ON JUDAISHM FOLLOWING CONTROVERSY
cAar.

By Pellglous News Serxlce (S 18- ?3)

PARIS (RNS) -~ The French. Eplscopal Committee for Relations with Judaism
plans to publish supplementary remarks to its recent bold document urging .
Catholics to recognize the rights of Jews to a separate political existence.

The document published in mid-April had drawn wide praise from Jewish
communities in France and elsewhere in: Europe but was criticised on a number
of points by French Cardinal Jean Daniélou and by prelates in North Africa.

A complementary text will "bring clarlflcatlons", a communique by the
committee announced.

The communique, which hints that certain expressions in the original
document could be re-examined, noted that "Our pastoral orientations on the
attitude of Christians towards Judaism raised sharp reactions.,

"We acknowledge these reactions with respect and emotion as those of men
affected in heart and bedy by the confllct and sad events in the Middle East.

"The Eplscopal Commlttee feels it must recall that the evocation of the
political realities made in the document, in a brief but clear manner, has
no other goal but to take conscience of the demands of justice."

"Our pastoral orientations must be read in their-special focus," it said.

"It is never honest to separate certain affirmations from their context. We
stress once again that the text is aimed essentially at enlightening and pro-
moting a religious attitude of Christians towards Judaism. This does not
prevent us from llstenlng wlth attention and to esteem deeply the requests

of the Moslem faith." :

The communlque said that.the committee will examine "in what measure
certain expressions can lead to abuszve interpretation in either a doctrinal,
or philosophical sphere.™ It commented that "some constructlve remarks have
been expressed" by critics.

The original document, entitled "Pastoral Orientations on the Attitudes

of)Chrlstlans Toward Judaism,”™ was issued here on the eve of Passover (April -
16

Widely hailed by France's Jewish community, Israeli officials, and other
Jewish spokesmen, the statement recognized the rights of the Jewish people to
their "own political existence," strongly condemned anti-Semitism, and "in-
directly™ approved of the establishment of a state of Israel.

Ambassadors of Arab states accredited to France issued a joint statement

attacking the declaration as an "interference in politics in favor of Israel.”

The North African Roman Catholic Blshops' Conference criticized the French
bishops' decument for, among other things, giving expression to "serious ambig-

uities of an exegetic and theological natu:e that have led to harmful confusion
between Judalsm and Zionism.™



T

FORMER VATICAN -AIDE: CHRISTIAN-JEWISH
RELATIONS PRESENT A COMPLEX ISSUE

By Tracy Early
Religious News Service Correspondent
’ S22 - '
NEW YORK (RNS) -- Catholic=-Jewish relatLons today present a complex picture
of slowing down in some Ways but advancing in others, according to the former head
of the Vatican office for Jewish relations€ﬁ'

While such issues as the State of Israel and the Palestinians have created
difficulties, debates over these issues have' stimulated greater interest in Jew1sh-
Chrlstxan relgtions, Father Cornelius Rij} k,sald in an interview here.

And though the development of Catho;xc+ueu1sn relatlons appears to have slowed
down on the level of the hierarchy, he said, nonetheless decentralization in the
Church has resulted in national b1shops confereaces taking more responsibility in
this field. % -

Father Rijk, who resigned on Jan. 1 after serving six years in his Vatican
post, now directs the SIDIC center in Rome, an educational agency working in the
field of Jewish-Christian relations,

He came to the U.S. for a 3-4 week lecture tour at the invitation of the
Synagogue Council of America, an umbrella organization representing the rabbinical
and congregational bodies of aIl three branches of American Judaism -- Reform,
Conservative and Orthodox.

Father Rijk said he resigned from his 6ffice &t the Vatican because he felt
the primary need in Jewish-Christian relations was educational and he could work

more effectively in that area through SIDIC.

"There is almost complete 1gnorance in®Christian circles regarding the Jewish
tradition,'" he said, observing that most Chrlstlans had a conception of Jews drawn
only from the Bible and knew nothing about the1r history since the time of Christ.

But the current debates over various 153ues in Jewish~Christian relations

" have led mors people, particularly youth, to develop greater interest and ask why

such difficulties exist, he said.

Contrasting the situation in Europe with th&t in the U.S,, Father Rijk said the
relatively large number of Jews in this cuuntrv meant that Jewish-Christian contect
on the social level was a common occurrence.. "The problem is to deepen the under-

) standing theologically," he said.

In Europe, Father Rijk said, most countries have only a small Jewish population,
so there is less social contact and prEJudlCéS can more easily develop. At the same
time, he said, the smaller amount of social contact has resulted in the focusing
of interest in Jewish~ Chrlstlan relations on’ re;lg1ous and theological questions.




_ Father Rijk, who said his own interest developed out of biblical studies,
* believes the relation of Christians to Jews ultimately remains, as stated by the
! Apostle Paul, a "mystery" (Rom. 11:25).

The movement to overcome differences does not aim at some final merger of
the two faiths, he said.

Through Jesus, Christians are linked to the Jewish people, he said, but there
will always be "a tension" between them because of their different understanding
on some issues.

But he said that instead of Christians trying to resolve the tension by
persecution or attempts at conversion, as they often did in the past, they could
find ways for the tension to be fruitful, with Christians stimulating Jews to be
better Jews and Jews stimulating Christians to be better Christians.

A fundamental difference, Father Rijk said, is the Christian emphasis on the
redemption they believe has came in Christ while Jews say the redemption has not
yet come. 3

But Chrigtianity also knows that the final redemption has not yet come, he
said, and they can therefore work with Jews to “prepare for the final kingdom of
God."

Father Rijk also pointed out that although Christians would disagree with the
way the three elements, the religion, the ethnic group and the land are united in
Judaism, they also had something to learn from it.

"A danger in Christianity," he said, "is that as a universal religion is
can become an abstract doctrine with a separation between life and fgith. The
Jewish religion, remaining linked to a geographical area and an ethnic group,
teaches Christians scmething about an incarnated faith."

Citing examples of progress in Jewish-Christian relations, Father Rijk said
the recent document issued by the French bighops was "a beautiful statement." And
the criticism of it by the North African bishops, he added, was no more than was
to be expected and also a further sign of the decentralization that is allowing
development to progress.on many fronts.

(Father Rijk was interviewed before the announcement came thit the French
bishops would publish "supplementary' remarks to 'clarify" the statement.)

Father Rijk said he did not know anything about the present status -- or the
location even -- of the document on Jewish-Christian relations he helped prepare
as a Vatican official for issuance as an official Church statement.

If it were to be issued now, he said, it would need further revision in the
light of such developments as the French bishops' statement. But he said Vatican
authorities were reluctant to issue anything dealing with this area because it
led to involvement in theological=-political conflicts they preferred to avoid.




(PR

He also noted that the current situation of Christians in Arab countries is
"not easy at all," and that the difflculties would likely increase if the Vatican

spoke out on Israel

“The Vatican has to tey to keep a balance,? Father lek said, it there is a
question how far as a Church you can make compromlses. .

He predicted that Vatican recognition of the State of Israel would eventually
come, but said that it, along with recognition of Jordan was being help up because
of the lack of a peace treaty. -




#%5¥3%8 JESUITS IN LEBANON REJECT

FRENCH BISHOPS' ISRAELI STAND R
CATHN TBW-.
By Religious News Service (5~ 21-73)

BEIRUT (RNS) ~- A group of 43.Jesu1ts in Lebanon has rejected
the April declaration of France's Roman Catholic bishops on the Jewish-
: peOple and the State of Israel for rcllglous and political reasons.

When the statement of the Frepch Episcopal Committce for Rela-
tions with Judaism was published April 17 it drew praise from Jewish
communities around the world but was criticized by French Cardinal
Jean Danielou and by prelates in lNorth Africa. The committee later
announced that it will publish "supnlnmentary" remarks to "bring
clarifications” to the original statement.

In their statement, which was 1ssued before the French bishops
anncunced plans to publish the supp;ementary document, the Jesuits
declared that the birth of the Stntq of Israel "has causcd the excdus
of hundreds of thousands of refugces. :

The Jesuits, who described themselves as Lebanese, /Americans,
Dutch, Egyptians, French and Syrians., said that "in the climate of
hatred thus crcated, this state has considered its survival possible
only by continually extending its borders and by pursuing a ceaseless
war against the legitimate inhabitants of Palestine, trampling under-
foot the human dignity and the rights of hundreds of thousands of
innocent Palestinians, as well as of Egyptian, Syrian and Lekanese
refugees, so as to insure the state' S continual d0m1nat10n of the
occupied territories." :

l

They pointed out that the Prench bishops' document had not used
the term "Palestinians," and charged that it had thercfore confirmed .
“the Zionist thesis that there is n? Palestinian people."

In what the Lebanese Jesuits called "a serious (and apparently
“deliberate) omission," they notcd that the bishops had called on the
"universal conscicnce' to recognize the Jewish people's "right and
means to its own political existcnce among the nations," and had asked
"the nations" to recognize this rxght for the '"victims," who, the
Jesuits said, "remain anonymous."

The Jesuits asked if "the cx1&tence of the refugecs is only the

consequence of the bhattles lost by the Arab countries,"” and whether

" these countries ought then to integrate the refugees so that they may
have possibilities of existence.” ‘Such an argument, they said, signi-
fies "that onc does not grant to Palestinians the r;ght to their cwn
political existence,” {
In the bishops' document, the Jesuits said, opponents of Zionism
had been condemred for their politi?al positlon, being reminded, in a
condescending way, that they 'ought not allow themselves to be carr1ed
away by political positions,which are well-meaning but hasty.' This,
they said, had made the text a political statement and a statement of
political "Zionism,,.," y

Y

i
|



o A A Turning to some religious aspects of the bishops' document, the Jesuits

agreed "that it is not possible to regard the Jewish religion simply as one

*. of the religions existing on the earth." But, they asked, "The fact that one
tells a person clearly that (0ld Testament) promises have been fulfilled, that
today there is no longer any question of waiting but of welcoming Him whom
the prophets foretold and awaited -- does all this constitute a 'desire to
draw, in a disloyal way, a person away from his community?'"

They rejected the bishops' use of the term "Eternal Covenant" to refer
“to what they described as the "Ancient Covenant," and held that to present
"Jews and Christians fulfilling their vocation following different paths,"
as the bishops had done, is to "deny that Christ came to abolish the wall of
separation between Jews and pagans, so as, in the suppression of the 0ld Law,
to make both one." ‘

In discussing the theme of the "Promised Land" in connection with the -
State of Israel, the Jesuits charged, the bishops had made "the Jewish people
itself the Messiah, according to a 'collectivist' interpretation, which even
in the classic Jewish theology, is not traditional and which has thrived only
in opposition to Christianity and with the realization of Zionist ideology.™

In conclusion, the Jesuits declared that "every good Christian in the
name of justice ought then to reject such Orientations; but above all, every
good Christian, in the light of the 'sense of the faith' proper toevery mem-
ber of the people of God, has the duty formally and publicly to reject this
arroneous teaching." :



- THEOLCGIAN SAYS CATHOLICS MHST
CLEAN UP OWN 'WATERGATE' -

CATH STW. (
By Religious News Service (6 12- 73)]

DENVER (RNS) - Roman Catholics have to clear up their own "Watergates™
- with respect to the sanctity of lifc be‘cre they can achieve credibility on the
abortion issue because thousands find the Catholic position hypocritical,
according to a noted Jesuit scholar .

‘The rcason for the hypoecrisy, said. Pather Walter J. Burghardt, S.J., of
New York's Woodstock Jesuit Community, lluS "in at least threce other
areas of our commitment to life... Thesc |{dre our Watergates. I mean,
Jewish life, encmy life and the quality:of life."

Speaking at a National Catholic Hcaﬁth Assembly -- sponsored by the
‘Catholic Hospital Association -- the Jesuit affirmed his own stand
against abortion. But he said the Catholic pos1t10n is ncvertheless hypo-
critical and produces agony for Catho¢1cs.

Initially, said the editor of preshlglous review, Theological Studies,
the Jews will ncver forget the persccution they have received at the hands
of Christians, adding that Jews were "not altogether happy with Vatican II"
which "lacked any note of contrition or repentance for the incredible suffer-
ings and persccutions Jews have undcrgoné in the Christian West."
‘ L !

MAre you surprised that countless Jews are not impressed with our
anti-abortion stance, our arguments for_?anctity of 1ife?" he asked.

Father Burghardt said a "fresh theology" of Judaism is nceded with
a "profound scnsc of sorrow for our un-Chrlstlan past.”

He also criticized Catholics for thelr statements about the sanctity of
life while "calling for all‘I out war, atomic war, to hell with the casualties
—-- “a'nd—-consequences,.’ T D TR -n~H4

He said no onc in Nagasaki or leoshlma is listening to the Catholic
stand on the sanctity of life. ’

The third "Watergate" for CatholicSL he observed, is the quality of life.

He related that non-Catholics ask h1m how many Catholics are concerned or
involved in.the consequences of tecn—age marriages, unwanted children,
young girls who arc raped, children who starve because of the population
explosion. . ] _

"We have not given to the quality of life nearly the same attention
we have given to the sheer naked life itself., We have put limits on our
love," he said. _

During his talk to an assembly that drew some 1,200 cxccutives of
Catholic hospitals and nursing homes, Father Burghardt said while persons
working in Catholic hospitals are dedicated to pﬂo ectiing lives, they
often have an 1nd1ff_rent attitude to soc1a1 issues’ Odtaldc thc hospital.




CEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY OFFERS
DEGREE PROGRAM IN JUDAIC STUDIES

By Religious News Service (8-28- 73)
CA7n SEw.
WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS) -- An undergraduate degree program in Judaic
studies is belng inaugurated at Columblan College of George Washington Unlver-
sity this Fall.

Dr. Calvin D. Linton, college dean, said the first degrees will be gran-
ted in 1977. Among the resource materials that the private, non-sectarian
school hopes to use in the program is' a bequest of more than 100 pieces
of rare Judaic manuscripts and codices from Myer Katz of La Crosse; Wis.,
an alumnus of Columblan College. q

In Dr. Linton's view, the interdisciplinary program will be "highly
valuable for the increased academic understanding of the interrelation of
Judaism, Christianity and classical thought and of their intermixed influ-
ence on Western civilization."

Describiﬁg the influence of Hebraic culture on Western civilization,

‘he pcinted out that "one cannot, for example, get very far in Dante, Shakes-

peare or Milton without coming to grips with Hebraism at its ultimate
source -- the 0ld Testament."”

A Hebraic studies program, Dr. Linton said, "clearly transcends' the
ephemeral "relevance' all too often associated with shifting fads for various
'ethnic' or 'activist' studies.”

Courses for the program will be offered by the classics, history,
religion, anthropology, art, philosopPy, and political science departments.



«.ia e NUNS-SUPERIORS SUPPORT AMNESTY
: FARM WORKER BOYCOTT, SOVIET JEWS

' " By Religious News Service (8-31-73
d'ﬁl'f— o € g{;;_ == lETaes : Y, _

WASHINGTON, D,C., (RNS) -- Resolutions supporting amnesty for young
American in exile because of objections to the Vietnam war, the boycotts
of the United Farm Workers Union, and Soviet Jews wishing to emigrate from
the USSR were among those :adopted by a national organization of Roman
Catholic nun-superiors meeting here. U L '

‘During their week-long assembly (Aug. 27-31), the more than 500 superiors
provincials and administrators belongirg to the Leadership Conference of
Women Religious (LCWR) spent most of their time in workshops, although
SOme  tocik time to demonstrate for the farm workers and Soviet Jews.

‘Within the framework of the Gospel Beatitudes, the nun-superiors studied
and discussed in depth topics such as'the wse of congregational resources,
the urban scene, prayver, ministry. to the aging, non-violence, population

problens and craucatisn, ;

They also heard a talk by Archbishop Helder Pessoa Camara of Olinda-
Recife, Prazil, who urged the nuns to "live™ the Beatitude of meekness.
He told them that meekness is "the inner security of someone who remains
at peace, of someone...putting herself in God's hands..."

£
Another speaker was outgoing Lcﬁﬁ'president Sister Margaret Brennan,
‘I.H.M.'superior general of the Immaculate Heart of Mary Sisters, Monroe,
Mich., who said nuns must ask themselves if they are continuing "God's
Saving merciful love" by aiding the poor and oppressed, or identifying with .
wealth and worldly power and thereby moving to "deny the Gospel and hold
back the kingdom.™ ' ®

In the resolution on amnesty theJLCWR assembly said that it "supports
the position that amnesty be granted to all those in exile who by their
action objected to the war in Vietnam."

The LCWR was urged to "continue to support the United Farm Workers Union,
especially regarding the boycott of lettuce and grapes, and in their attempt
to achieve justice in secret balquﬂflections."

While this is the first such resplution adopted by an LCWR national
assembly, Sister Mary Louise Lynch, assembly spokeswoman, said many of
the religious communities had been boycotting non-UFWU lettuce and
grapes for some time now. 4 ' ' '

" At S5 a.m. on Aug. 30, about 60 Sisters, along with about a dozen members

of the UFWU and a few Catholic priests, gathered with lighted candles at

the Washington wholesale produce receiving warehouse, talking for about

an hour with managers of iettuce and grape sections about non-UFWU produce.

| . . ; T

Another resolution stated that the LCWR "continues its support of the

cause of Soviet Jewry by urging U.S. senators and congressmen to pass the

Jackson-Mills=Vanik legislation which would withhold 'most favored nation'

status, credits and credit-guaranteés from the Soviet Union until that

country allows for free immigration/of its citizens.™ '

'/ For about. 15 minutes each noonfhour during the week-long assembly,

-groups of Sisters ranging in size from six to 20 walked silently back . . .

and forth on the sidewalk in front of the Soviet Embassy herej some of

them wearing their traditional nuns{ habits (but carrying no placards, '

which is prohibited). - - e s 27 2 e S s




Sister Lynch said the nuns spent the time in silent prayer and meditation
on the plight of Soviet Jews.

Other resolutions adopted included one on abortion, "enccuraging
participation of religious communities in the effort to assure legal protec-
tion for all persons from conception to death and in the education of our
society through the use of corporate power vested in hecalth care and edu-
cationa% facilities and social service ministries of cur reupective congre-
qtions.

Another resolution called on LCWR regional units to "protest the admin-
istrative cutiiacks in federal funding insofar as it affects health, education,
welfare and rcusirg programs, and investigate how regions can locally

encourage individual congregations to '£ill the gap' through use of buildings,
space, funds, etc." 1

The major superiors also protested, in a resoluticn directed at Pan
American World Airways, the recently inaugurated dissemination of a "low
life card" pointing out to male passengers how and where to approach
prostitutes in cities around the world served by Pan Am.

A resolution, concerning alleged sexual discrimination against women
professors and administrative personnel at Cathclic University of America
here, was referred to the LCWR's national board. It was asked to request the
university's board of trustees to "conduct a thorough investigation of its
policies regarding the recruitment, advancement and tenure of women as faculty
and administrators, and to their appointment as trustees."

As provided by the leadership conference bylaws, this past year's vice
president, Sister Francis Borgia Rothluebber, 0.S.F., director of the
School Sisters of St. Francis, Milwaukee, was elevated to the LCWR presi-
dency for one year. Elected vice president was Sister Francine Zeller,
0.S.F., superior general of the Sisters of St. Francis, Joliet, Ill, The
LCWR Secretary is Sister Rosemary Ferguson, O.P., prioress general of
the Sisters of St. Dominic, Adrian, Mich.
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Religion and

Foreign Policy
Coorl. -~ Lo/

For the past few years, Jewish organ-
. izations in the United States have made
us aware of the persecution of their co-
religionists in Russia. The Administra-
tion, the State Department and the Con-
gress have been persuaded to exert pres-
sure on the Soviet Union to terminate this
abuse of power. Their eiforts have been
highly successful, at least in the area of
relaxing restrictions on emigration.

The Jewish appeal for vindication of
the right to religious freedom and the
right of emigration guaranteed by the
charter of the United Nations has ¥ound
widespread pluralistic support. We do
not regret that in this instance cur na-
tion’s foreign policy has been shaped by
moral considerations. We have never be-
lieved that pragmatic nationalism
should be the sole guide of our foreign
policy.

The fact that concern over religious
persecution in other countries can in-
spire pressure from Washington should
inspire Catholics to abandon their tradi-
tional timidity in behalf of persecuted
Catholics in otner countries.

For years there has been a harsh and
unrelenting persecution of Cathelics in
Lithuania. This has gone aimost unre-

orted by the media in this country. Isn't
it time for Catholics to make the same
use of the demacratic process as their
Jewish rneighbors in order to change this
situation? Religious persecution of
Catholics has taken place ir recent years
in the Ukraine, in Poland, in Cevlon and
in Nigeria. With few exceptions, these
persecutions have been largely unre-
Egrted and the U.S. State Department
ﬁ"s done nothing to alleviate the situa-

on.

We support improved international
relations with all countries, but we also
believe that United States foreign policy
and particularly U.S. trade shouid be
employed wherever pcssible to bring
about compliance with the ideals set
forthin the charter of ihe United Nations
to safeguard religious freedom. And it's
high time that Catholics became cen-
cerned in a praciical way about the
plight of suffering Catholics elsewhere.

—Mszr. Joseph W. Baker



CATHOLIC-JEWISH DIALOGUE
YTON NOV. 27-29

By Religious News Service (10—26-73)
i
WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS) -- The first national-level workshop on Catholic-

Jewish relatlons will be held Nov. 27- 29 at the Bergamo Center in Dayton,
Ohio, it was announced here.

H“;
i

Father Edward H. Flannery, directq? of the U.S. Catholic bishops'
Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relatiphs, which will sponsor the workshop,
said the three-day assembly will be held in collaboration with the Cincinnati
archdiocese's Commission on Ecumenlcal’and Interfaith Relations and the Dayton
Christian-Jewish Dlalogue group. &

The workshop theme is "Dialogue, Dynamism and Direction,” said Father
Flannery, and will feature special sessions on "The Peoplehood of Israel,"
"The Sacred Scriptures and Dialogue,"” "Catholic-Jewish Relations and Educa-
tion," "Anti-Semitism,” and "The Theology of Judaism."

Speakers will include Father John Pawlikowski, C.S.M., trofessor of
socio-political ethies at the Catholic ‘Theological Union, Chicago; Dr. Eva
Fleischner, associate professor of religion, Montclair (N.J.) College; and
Rabbi Irving Greenberg, chairman of Je@ish studies at City College, New York.
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Criticizes High Court On 'Aid' Decisions

RABBI SEES TIME COMING WHEN CATHbLICS,
JEWS MUST OPPOSE 'UNIVERSALIZATION?'.

C ATw - S6W. o
By Religious News Service (12-3- 73)

DAYTON, Ohio (RNS) -- The "universalization of culture"” has created a
crisis for both deeply committed Catholics and Jews, according to Rabbi Irving
Greenberg, chairman of the department of Jew1sh studies at City College of
New York.

A major speaker at the first National Workshop on Catholic-Jewish Rela-
tions at Bergamo Center here, Rabbi Gréenberg said the crisis is one of
1dent1ty -- the difficulty of afflrmlng one's own distinctiveness and values
in a secularized society. i %

A

There is a point beyond which Cathollcs and Jews "cannot simply surrender

to universalization," he said. -

Both groups have "a common agenda.to explore with humility™ for the first
time those elements in their tradltlons that "are viable, or can be made
viable," elements that are dlstinctive, but must not be adhered to at the
expense of others. e

The three-day workshop was sponséfed by the Catholic-Jewish Secretariat
of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, headed by Father Edward Flan-
nery, in cooperation with the Commlsszon on Ecumenical Affairs of the Catholic
Archdiocese of Cincinnati and the Dayton Christian-Jewish Dialogue group.

Rabbi Greenberg said part of d;scovery of identity involves "not the ‘dis-
tincitveness of myself, but the dlstlnctlveness of the other.™ Part of the
"common agenda” for both groups "is the dlscovery of the pain of the other
and making it a part of my own.“ ‘

Rabbi Greenberg said Catholics: aﬁd Jews "together have to learn to swim
in the media and the sea of the people" despite their distinctiveness. Both
religions are not yet at the beginning of such a process, he added. "To the
extent that we haven't scratched the $urface of the new media, we have been
out-shouted in many cases and valid messages have been drowned out."

The Jewish leader, calling for greater sensitivity between religious
bodies, defended the Catholic position on government 'aid to non-publlc‘
schools. He said that his own “Amerlcan Jewish community has grown up in the
orhtodoxy of church and state in a klﬂd of unthlnklng and uncritical way."

He called the 1973 U.S. Supreme Court decision banning aid to church-
related education one of the "most dlsapp01nt1ng the court has ever made.

The ruling recalled the Supreme Court decisions ‘of the early 1930s in
which it was held that there can be found no constitutional way of regulating
hours or allowlng certaln kinds of social securlty welfare, he said.




He said the Supreme Court, then and now, lacked the "imaginative capacity”
to work out problems of great concern to certain groups of citizens.

Conceding that there are legitimate questions of Church and State
involved in the school aid issue, Rabbi Greenberg said his answer would be
"that the correct response is to make the life-saving or critical help avail-
able and tg n to build in some protectlons to avoid the dangers of that:
system."

He called upon Jews and Catholics to work together in re-creating the
distinctiveness of both groups.

"It is literally impossible to do moral justice to the other unless the
other is present all of the time," he observed. "The language we have inherited
and the culture we are a part of are so deeply suffused on every level with
distortion, steleotype and put-down that it is impossible to correct it without
the presence of the other person." He said "each Christian liturgical center
should have a resident Jew, and vice-versa."

The speaker told the workshop group that the struggle for understanding
on the part of -both groups will not be easy, but will involve the shattering
and abandonment of certain elements in their cultures.

"I offer you a paradox: Christianity has a possibility at this time in
particular of being Christians to Jews, of bringing the message of love and
hope."™

Rabbi Greenberg said the Nazi Holocaust has been compounded by the "abso-
lute isolation of Israel" today and this has led to depression and loss of
hore.

The feellng of isolation and hopelessness now prevalent "is the most try-
ing experience I have had in my life as a Jew," he added.

He said he "always knew that oil talks louder than morality, but I
didn't expect it to be the Christian bag and I don't think it should be. What
it boils dewn to is whether Christians will become a satelite of the modern

—eluture.”

In remarks summarizing the workshop, Father Flannery warned that the oil
crisis in this country can result in a resurgence of anti-Semitism in this
country during "a cold Winter."

Archbishop Joseph L. Bernardin of Cincinnati called for—a continuation of
the Catholic-Jewish dialogue.

"There is still a great deal of misunderstanding,” he said, urging efforts
to counteract it.

He said there is a need "to get to the grassroots level a little more
effectively. I'm afraid that in so many of our ecumencial and interreligious
conferences and institutes we end up talklng to ourselves.”
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CATHOLIC SCHOOL'S GRADUATE COURSE
WILL BE HELD IN JERUSALEM

<oTe JEW.
By Religious News Service (12-4-73)

COLLEGEVILLE, Minn. (RNS) -- St. John'!s University Graduate School here
announced that it will offer two three-week Summer 1974 graduate courses
on Judaism and the 0ld Testament -- both will be held in Jerusalem,

The principal instructor will be Father Thomas Wahl, 0.S5.B., a member
of the Catholic university's theology department. Some of the lectures will
be delivered by resident scholars in Jerusalem. The first course deals with
ancient Israel in its geographical context, while the second covers the
psalms and wisdom literature,

Father Wahl said an important feature of the special program, open to
graduate students, religiocus and qualified laymen, will be the opportunity
for students to experience the Middle Eastern social traditions.



 CATHOLIC, JEWISH RELATIONS

ARE DISCUSS&D IN BELGIUM ';
ERRe S i -
By Rel1g10us News Service (12-12- 73)

ANTWERP, Belgium (RNS) -- Matters as ancient as the Bible and its message
for mankind and as. modern as the Middle East conflict came sharpky into focus
here when delegates representing the Roman Catholic Church and world Jewish
communities met to evaluate Catholic-Jewish relations on a global scale.

The conference was the third annual meeting of the Liaison Committee of
the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity and the International Jew1sh Con-
sultative Committee on Interreligious Relatlons.

_ The three-day parley was under the.chalrmanship of the joint presidents
of the Liaison Committee: Msgr. Charles Moeller, a Belgian professor of philos-
ophy, who is secretary of the Vatican's:Christian Unity agency, and Dr. Zwi

§'Werblowsky, dean of humanities at Hebrew University, Jerusalem, and pre51dent

of the Israel Interfaith Committee for.Interrellglous Contacts.

Prior to the meeting here, membersVof the Liaison Committee met for a day
in Geneva with officials of the World Council of Churches.

A joint communique issued at the close of the Antwerp conference summar-:
ized agreements reached. They ranged from a commitment to pursue common
studies of the moral and spiritual foundations of human rights and religious
freedom, through acknowledgement of theirelationship of Biblical traditions to
modern nationalism, to adoption of joint efforts to combat racism and antl-
Semitism throughout the world. 2 ;

Concerns were also expressed and éhared over the situation of Christian
partners in mixed immigrant families ini Israel, over the continued harrassment
of Soviet Jews, and over the "urgent pllght" of Israell prlsoners of war in
Syrla.

_‘:,,

Among the Americans attending the meeting were Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum,
director of Interreligious Affairs of the American Jewish Committee; Rabbi
Henry-Siegman,. 'executive vice- pre51dent‘of the Synagogue Council of Amerlca,
and Father Edward H. Flannery, dlrectoraof the U.S. Catholic bishops' Secre-
tariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations. ﬁ

According to Rabbi Tanenbaum, a co-secretary of the Liaison Committee,
the Antwerp talks were "by far the mos:, constructive and mutually helpful,”
and reflected "the growth in genuine friendship and reciprocal understanding
between the Catholic and Jewish representatlves.“

Father Pierre de Constenson, the new secretary of Vatican Office for
Catholic-~Jewish Relations, in the course, of remarks at the meetlng descrlbed
his experiences in France under the Na21 occupatlon.- :

"In Framce," he said, "we were cured radically of anti-Semitism by the
Nazis. I know where it leads to. I can never be anti-Semitic."

Msgr. Moeller noted that Chrlstlans and Jews had "two dlfferent ways of
expressing their universalism!"But," he| emphasized, "we can never forget

that the Christian universalism proceedg from the universaiism of the syna-
gogue. There is therefd%e not division between us, but diversity." ¢

"We Cathollcs,“ he told the Jew1sh,delegates, "need your exlstence, we

; need your point of vlew, and that glves me hope for the future.”



== “PARTICTEATION IN 'HOLY YEAR!

CARDINAL MANNING INVITES NCC

A= o £and G
By Religious News Service (2-26- 74)

LOS ANGELES (RNS) . The National Council of Churches, made up of 31 Pro-
testant and Orthodox Churches, was invited here to share in the U.S, celebra-
tion of the 1975 Holy Year proclaimed by Pope Faul

Cardinal Timothy Manning extended the invitation in welcoming the Council's
Governing Board to Los Angeles. He is chairman of the U.S. Catholic bishops'Ad
Hoc Committee for the Holy Year. . :

‘The prelate listed the Holy Year, whlch has the theme "Renewal and Recon--
ciliation," as one of several present ard - forthcoming observances in which
all Chrlstlans can participate. ! .

The 1974 World Population Year, sponsored by the United Natlons, and the
u.s. blcenpennlal were other items on Cardinal Manning's ecumenical agenda.

The Archbishop of-queAﬁgeles said that he knew a more formal invitation
to the National Council to share in the Holy Year would be issued by Bishop
James Rausch, general secretary of the U.S. Catholic Conference.

And, he added, invitations also will be issued at local levels.

In his remarks before the National éouncil‘s.Governing Board, Cardinal
Manning referred to tensions that sometimes arise in the ecumenical movement
because of the "deep commitments" of varlous communities.

He alluded to the Darochlal school ald issue and to abortion as two tension
rproduc1na topics. -In scme such cases, he said, tension can be a "creatlve
force" in sparklng ecumenical growth and understanding..

As an example of "creative ten51on," he mentioned a 1973 situation in which

:a National Courcil draft statement opposing parochial aid resulted in a break
-in the relations between Bishop Rausch and the Interreligious Committee of
- General Szcretariesy-~whose other members are the chief executhes of the

National Council and the Synagogue CounC1l of America.

Re-establishment of coOmmunication between Bishop Rausch and the interreli-
gious committee, -Cardinal Manning said,: ‘shows the "strength and depth of true

- ecumenical growth and understandlng Wthh has taken places."

On abortion as an ecumenical 1ssue, ‘the cardinal said that the Natioral
Council was aware that Catholics remain in "deep agony" over the present
situation. ”



. While the Council has taken no offiecial position on abortion, a study
paper accepted for study by member Churches is seen by some as favoring
- the right of women to make individual decisions on termination of preganancy .

Let me state that I accept and agknowledge that Christians are already
part of the same family,“ Cardinzal Mannlng told the Governing Board.

Greeting from the Los nnneles Jewish community were brought to the
-National Council by Rabbi Meyer Heller of the Board of Rabbis of Southern
California.
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. VATICAN OFFICIAL SAYS JEWISH-CHRISTIAN

DIALOGUE HAS NOT SLOWED DOWN
| Eﬁ ¥ MR March 26 (JTAVY-A leading Vati-

' can official declared today, ‘I do not believe the

' Jewish~Christian dialogue has slowed down, On

 the contrary, it is very much alive and well.”” In
his first appearance before a Jewish audience,
The Most Reverend Jean Jadot, Apostolic Dele-
gate in the United States, said that-an ““apparent
regression’’ in Catholic-Jewish relations should
not be seen as alarming. Rather, it is an indica~
tion ‘‘that a new stage of more sober and serious
facing up of problems has begun.’’

The Apostolic Delegate made his remarks in
an address to 400 persons at a dinner of the Syna-
gogue Council of America at the Essex House.
The Council is the coordinating body for the na=
tional rabbinical and synagogal organizations of
Conservative, Reform and Orthodox Judaism in
the United States. Commenting on the signifi-
cance of the Apostolic Delegate’s appearance be-
fore a Jewish audience, Rabbi Irwin M. Blank,
president of the Council said that it was evident
that “‘the process which the late and much beloved
Pope John began in opening up discourse between
the faith communities continues under Pope Paul.’

Referring to a “‘troubled past’® which has
marked the history of Catholic-Jewish relations,
Bishop Jadot cited ‘‘the heavy debt that lies on the
Christian side in coming to terms with our past
alienation. "The struggle against anti-Semitism is
not over,”” the Apostolic Delegate declared. ‘It i
merits our constant vigilance and should retain a |
first priority on our common agenda.’’

In his address to the dinner guests, Rabbi
Blank described a series of formal consultations |
with representatives of the Vatican which the Syn-
agogue Council of America has participated in, He
said that these consultations weie responsible for
a recent statement by a Vatican spokesman that
the Roman Catholic Church no longer advocates
the internationalization of Jerusalem. According
to Rabbi Blank, the Vatican’s earlier support for
the internationalization of the Holy City was a
major source of tension between the Roman Cath-
olic Church and world Jewry.

Consultations with representatives of the Vati-
can, he noted, have been carried on by the Inter-
national Jewish Committee on Interreligious Con-
sultations, of which the Synagogue Council of Am-
erica serves as international secretariat and co-
ordinator. The other participants in this com-
mittee are World Jewish Congress, thg Israel
Interfaith Committee, American Jewish Commit=~
tee and the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai
B’rith, Rabbi Blank stated that in a communica~
tion to the recently~held Conference of Islamic
Countries in Lahore, Pakistan he had offered to
join with religious representatives of Islam and
of the Christian churches in an international con+
ference on Jerusalem.




== R Key Factor In Preserviﬁg Western Civilization E

.APOSTOLIC DELEGATE CALLS FOR EXPANSION
OF DIALCGUE BETWEEN CATHOLICS_AND JEWS

By Robert L. Johnston !
Religious News Service Staff erter '
CATH . TEV. A-29Y
NEW YORK (RNS) -- Describing the dialcgue between Christians and Jews
_as M"altogether special,™ the Roman Catholic representative cf the Pope in
the U.S. told a Jewish gathering here that the “spiritual renewal" of
~Judaic and Christian traditions may be bhe key factor in preserving Western
civilization.

"The awesome task confronting mankind and our tradition places a high
price on our dlalocue," according to Archbishop Jean Jadot, Beligian-born
- BRpostolic Delegate in the .U. .S.
While declaring that the struggle a§ainst anti-Semitism "is not over™
.@nd should remain "a first priority on odur common agenda,"™ the prelate said
tpphat Jews and Christians "must sustain and advance our dialogue and at the
gﬁ “same time increase our cooperation to contrlbute to the solution of grave
*and pressing problems the world in whlch we live faces."

, The archbishop spoke at a dinner of the Synagcgue Council of America, .
which represents Conservative, Orthodox}and Reform Judaism. His appearance
bcfore the Council was described as the|first occasion when a papal repre-
sentative addressed a major Jewish organization in the U.S.

Commenting on the significance of the Apostolic Delegate's appearance
before the Jewish gathering, Rabbi Irwih M. Blank, president of- the
Synagogue Council, said it showed that {'the process which the late and much
beloved Pope John began in cpening up discourse between the faith communities
continues undzr Pope Paul.! foo
. ol .
Archbishop Jadot, referring to a "troubled past™ which marked Jewish-
~ __ Catholi¢ relations. of the past, said _he,was "aware of the heavy debt that
lies on the Christian side in coming tdrterms with out past alienation."
But, he added, "I am ccnfident that Chr;stlans will not flinch before it. n

Acknowledging that the ecumenical m%vement among Christians and the
Jewish-Christian dialogue has appeared to have "slowed down™ in recent
years, he attributed this to the fact that initial enthusiasm must "spend
itself in order to enter upon the more difficult and perhaps less exciting
course that is often referred to as thejlong haul.'"

"Such apparent regression (in interreligious dialogue) should not alarm
us, but rather assure us that a new staqe of more sober and serious facing
up of problems has begun," he stated.

With regard to Jewish-Christian relatlans, Archbishop Jadot said both
religious groups must confront the past; "painful and disedifying as it
has been...so-as flnally to be able to put it aside and concentrate fully
on our present and our future." %

3
Archblshop Jadot acknowledged that despite Vatican II's rejection of

anti-Semitism "in clear terms" the struggle against anti-Semitism "is not

over. It merits our constant vigilance,; and it should retain a first

priority on our common agenda.™ _

7 ' [
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Urging collaboration between Jews and Christians on national and world
problems, the prelate said also that "we should stand face to face in open
and candid dialogue. The success we may have in solving the problems of
others may well be measured by that we have in solving our own."

Citing such problems as "peace,-justice, poverty, alienation of youth,”
the archbishop said their solution can be greatly aided by M™unity of purpose
and spirit" and achieved bv pluralistic efforts. "In our very differences,"
hc observed, "we can fruitfully join .our talents and energies to serve the
cemmon good." '

In elaborating on the two-fold task of sustaining dialogue and address-
ing world problems, Archbishop Jadot said: "This latter task should not be
difficult for us. In basic ethics Judaism and Christianity hold common
princinles and tenets and have a common inspiration, centered on the love
of God and neighbor."

Archbishop Jadot assertcd that prominent among the forces working to
save humanity "must be thé traditions of Judaism and Christianity," which,
he said, lie at the rocts of Western civilization.  He added that the .
religious traditions Mecannot afford a policy of isolation or of attempting
to 'go it alone.'"

He said there are "powerful and hostile forces that would and could
destroy the values that the religious traditions have brought into bein

"Today, Christianity is engaged in a great effort to renew itself,”
said the archbishop. "It is also committed to...dialogue with Other great
world religions. And its dialogue with Judaism is, as we have seen, alto-
gether special -- 'because of ocur common patrimony,' in the words of Second
Vatican Council."

He warned that ultimately "the fate of the Western world may flnally
depend on the success of our spiritual rencwal. L

Archbishop Jadot asked if it is not possible that "the decline of our
spiritual traditions in the past have been considerably due to the enmity
that has separated Judaism and Christianity, the two spiritual fonts of
our civilization. Religion has as a result spoken with a split voice and
thus lost its influence and relevance."

"If such speculation has any validity," he said, "the price on our
dialogue is high indeed."

Commending advances in Jewish-Christian understanding in the U.S., the
papal representative said the "pace set here has been a fine example for
the rest of the world.” .

He lauded both the Synagogue Council and the U.S. Catholic bishops for
their work in festering Jewish-Christian relations.

"T do not believe," Archbishop Jadot stated, "that the Jewish-Christian
dialogue has slowed dﬂwn On the contrary, it is very much alive and
well."™

= PAGE -10-
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B Mnrjurie Hyer

~  The contlnuing contro-

versy over a national policy
“ on abortion is taking a
heavy toll on ecumenical
relationships,

Attitudes toward abortion
have heightened old inter
denominational suspicions,
forged new alliances and
then sundered them almost
as soon as they were cre-
ated.

Since the Supreme Court
decision of January, 1073,
which removed virtually all

* legal curbs on abortion in
the first six months of preg-
nancy, the major activity on

- the question has under-

- standable, come from antl
“abortion forces secking to

Anti abortion forces have

come together - into the
. “Right to Life” movement.

* The movement had its start

in the Roman Catholic

Church, whose storng anti”

"~ abortion posture was Inpart
responsible for many of the
stalutes overturned by the

- Supreme Court decision.

2 In more recent months—
particularly as Right to Life
groups mounied a massive

© - demonstration marking the

© first anniversary of the Su-
preme  Court

fort by this movement to
poriray opposilion to abor-
tion in. ecumenical terms
- that down-played Catholie
¢ leadership in the fight
. against legal abortion.

Then came the Senate sub
hearings . in

committee

decision— .
" there was a determined efe

) Clunh\Stoke [B.C, , | g
“Abortion Issue Sirains Ecumemcal Amﬂy N

March on propesed amend-

.ments to ovtlaw abortion.

Testimony In behalf of
antiabortion legislation was
led by four cardinals of the
Roman Catholic Church. It
was, ohserved John Cardinal
Krol of Philadelphia, the
first time in history that the
church in this country had

- ever mounted such a legisla-

tive offensive,

There was other testi-
mony from Protestant and
Jewish leaders suppm‘ting
antiabortion legislation, but
it came late in the afterncon
— after all of the TV cam-
eras and most of the report-
ers — and senators — had
left.

One of those who was rel-

egated to the late time spot,
Jean Garton, =& Lutheran
Church-Mlqsouri Synod lay
woman [rom Pennsauken,

N.J., subsequently called the -

arrangement a “tactical dis-
aster.”

The wife of a Misspuri
Synod pastor complainad:
“With all respect, trotting
out the American Catholic
Church's brass before cam-
eras and reporters Is not -he
best way to prove to the
public that abortion is no: a
religious issue, or more spe-
cifically a Ruman Catholic
issue.”

More recently two non-
Catholic officers of the Na-

- tional Right to Life Commit-
tee have leveled new criti-
cisms, ' .
Marjorie Mecklenburg, a -
_United Methodist who is -
chairman of the national
committee, and Judy Fink,

secretary, expressed dismny
over the formation by the

United States Catholic Con- ;

.-ference of a National Com-

mittee for a Human Life

- Amendment.

. Mrs. Fink, who also be-
longs to an organizalion
called Baptists for Life, said
the Catholle Church's
“separatist attitude can only
serve the purpose of the

“abortion groups who want to

prove once and for all that
abortion is truly a Catholie
issue ...”

After Initially expressing
criticism of the Catholic
group, Mrs. Mecklenberg

said in a telephone inter- -

view from her home in Min-
neapolis that she was “still
very hopeful” that the

united front could be main-

tained.

“I am hopeful there will
be a positive gain oul of the
numbers of organizations
springing up,” she said.

Strain of another dimen-

slon on ecumenical relations

generally came from an offi-

cial action last moath taken;
—by the general board of

the American
Churches.

The 200-member board ac-
cused the Catholic bishops
of attempting to “coerce the
conscience and personal
freedom” of Amerians
through what they called a
“crusade” against abortion.

The statement said the
anti-abortion legislation the

Catholic hierarchy supports
would “violate the theolog-
lcal and moral sensitivities,
and hence the freedom, of

. Baptisi

" other church bodies.”

thaw. i

It was some {;f the stroné-,
est official ecriticism of a;

- Catholic viewpoint by a lib,

eral Protestant body since:

the post-Vatican Cnun..ll[

_,n

Two leading Catholic ofti-:
clals—Archbishop WHliam:t .
. W. Baum of Washington and-

" Bishop James Rausch, gem'.-

eral secretary of the Unltetll
States Catholle C'mference* )
~—consider, the development‘," .
sufficiently ~ serious that$'
they have scheduled a cofsy -
ference with officlals at.
-Baptist Headquarters in an'
ley Forge, Pa., in an cffortg. 4
to clear the air, : '

\ i



(> NEW CHRISTIAN MENTALITY TOWARD JEWS
IS ADVOCA“ED BY A CATHOLIC AUTHOR
CATH TSw.
By -Religious News Service (4-9-74)

NEW YORK (RNS) -- The author of a new book on anti-Jewish prejudices
found in European Roman Catholic religious teaching said here that Catholics
everywhere must "create a new Christian mentality™ toward Jews, espcially
in Biblical interpretation, liturgy and theoiogical concerns.

Stating her belief that centuries of Christian tradition fostering anti-
Semitism has permeated Western society, Mrs. Claire Huchet Bishop, Catholic
author of "How Catholics Look at Jews," called for new exegesis of the
New Testament and a "new theology regarding Israel."

Speaking at a luncheon marking her bookfs publication here by the Paulict
Press, she urged Christian churches to make further changes in educationzli
materials by removing all vestiges of anti-Semitism and to teach respect for
Judaism "as a legitimate living religidn."

! ;

Mrs. Bishop spoke at the American Jewish Committee's Institute for
Human Relations, New York and was intrcduced by Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, the
Committee's national director of interreligious affairs. Father Edward
Flannery, executive secretary of the U. S Catholic Conference's Secretariat
for Catholic Jewish Relations, also too; part.

While observing that there has been|much improvement in Catholic teaching
materials concerning Jews since VaticanlII, Mrs. Bishop said her analysis
of two studies by Catholic universities{in Rome and Louvain, Belgium, "will
come as a shock" because much 1gno rance and hatred remains,

: She cited as examples the trad1t10n§l myths which claim that all Jews
are responsible for the Crucifixion, that the diaspora is a "curse™ by
God upon the Jews and that Judaism noﬂl?nger exists as a living religion.

Mrs. Bishop also noted that the Catholic materials studied refused to
recognize the killing of 6 million Jews by the Nazis and the establishment
of the State of Israel.

Declarlng that Biblical "commEutatogs" and catechists of the pre-Vatican
II era are mainly responsible for perpetuatlng anti-Semitism in religious
teaching, the highly-respected French Catholic author said the anti-Jewish
"econditioning process™ of Christian culture requires many changes in rellglous
teaching materials,

g i

Among them are the deletion of derogatory language about Jews, changes
in the Passion story, the elimination or'clarification of the "blood curse”
from St. Matthew's Gospel, and clarifications on the diaspora, the sayings
of Jesus, post-Biblical history, Blbllcal interpretation, and other areas
of Catholic teachlng

She said that with regard to the lltérgy, Christians should understand
the Hebrew origins of ritual and urged that those liturgical elements which
build resentment and hatred of Judaism should be eliminated.

Mrs. Bishop also pointed out that Jews conceive of the Messiah as a royal
or priestly leader, but not as a divine figure, adding that the "false
equation between Jewish and Christian conceptions of the Messiah underlies
the myth of the Jews as wilful de1c1des..

1
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. Commenting on Mrs. Bishop's book, based on studies which the American
Jewish Committee sponsored, Rabbi Tanenbaum said it marked "the growing
commitment of Catholic leadership to take the initiative in uprooting the
poiscnous weeds of anti-Semitism in Europe, the U,S. and elsewhere "

He observed that the Rome and Louvain university studies were zonducted by
Catholic institutions, the book was written by a Catholic author and published-
by a Catholic publishing house. .

Father Kevin Lynch, C.S.P., president of Paulist Pfess, said th? books will
be disseminated as widely as possible among Catholic bishops, educatcrs, and
all who have a role in forming attitudes in the Catholic Church.

He said he believed this book would help the Cetholic Church achieve a
"positive outreach"™ on the question of anti-Semitism, especially among younc
. people.

=0

Nun Tells Bishops: Jews Are Not i
art®-= 'Legitimate Object of Evangelization' .

By Religious News Service (4—29-?4)
CR7H TEW
HOLYOKE, Mass. (RNS) -- The Jewish covenant with God "was not destroyed
by the coming of Christ" and, therefore, Jews are not "a legitimate object of
evangelization” for the Catholic Church, a nun told delegates to the Region I
meeting of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops.(NCCB).

Delegates included the bishops of New England's 11 dioceses and archdio-
ceses as well as priests, religious and lay people of the region who took part
as non-voting delegates.

"Input” from the meeting will be evaluated by the bishops in a May 6 meet-
ing and forwarded to Washington NCCB headquarters for review. The results
of 12 regional meetings throughout the U.S. will be collated and presented to
the bishops' Fall general meetlng.

To some, said the nun, Sister Kathleen Keating, S.S5.J., "conversion to
Christ and Nazism share the same goal -- the extermination of Judaism." Many
Jews see Christian evangelical efforts Pn the same light as pogroms, inquisi-.
tions and ghettos, she said. Sister Kathleen pointed to the anxiety shown by
Jewish leaders over possible “overzealdus_proselytlzlng" during last year's
nationwide evangelical effort, "Key '73."

Judaism, she said, is a "vital, living feligion" whose faith and tradition
deserve the. respect of Christians.

At the same time, the nun pointed out, the Catholic Church must take care
in its attempts to evangelize in a pluralistic society, not only among non-
Christians, but among other Christian Churches also.

(more) : PAGE -10-



Protestants, she said, "can understand evangelization, but might wonder
whether preaching the gospel implies a conversion to Christ or to Christ
through the Catholic Church. If it means the latter," she warned, the move
"could wipe out ecumenism.”

Sister Kathleen, a faculty member at Our Lady of the Elms College in
Chicopee, Mass., was one of four panelists at the session. The others were
Father Daniel J. Harrington, S.J., of the Weston College faculty. Father
Hugh Crean of Springfield, formerly of the American College in Louvain,
Belgium, and Dr. David O'Brien, an author and Holy Cross College professor.

Sister Kathleen's fears met with some disagreement from Father Harrington,
who said that "if we have something to say, we should say it, in a calm and
respectable way." The Church's message, he said, must be proclaimed.

But Father Crean said that as different faiths "discover self-emptying,
self-giving"™ there wiil come a time when "all that rises must converge' --
quoting Pierre Tielhard de Chardin.

The Church has been "too whiney™ in its response to social issues, said

Dr. O'Brien in his presentation, and that response has hampered evangelization
efforts.

The gospel message, Dr. O'Brien said, is not comforting, but is rather a
call to people for righteousress. "The challenging words have been turned
into comforting words." The way to Christ is through human development, he
said, and they cannot be seit in opposition. "It's not honest to say that
we're a Church committed to justice while giving people no alternative job to
building the B-1 bomber."
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EDITOR ASKS JEWISH UNDERSTANDING

“GF CATHOLIC STAND ON ABORTION "_

| CRTET - A
By Religious News Service (5-14-74)

HUNTINGTON, Ind. (RNS) -- The editor of a national Roman Catholic news=-
weekly here called for understandlng and sensitivity by Bmerican Jews for
the Catholic position on abortion, likening abortion to the "very horrors”
forced on Jews by the Nazi Holocaust

ertlng for the May 26 issue of Our. Sunday Visitor, Father Albert J.
Nevins, M. M., editor-in-chief of 0SV, said, "I wanted to cry out in my own
agony to all those Jewish agencies which have united to oppose my and
millions of others' views on abortion." '

Father Nevins noted that in an earlier column (May 12) he urged Jewish
agencies seeking Catholic support for Israel to reciprocate by affording
Catholics support on abortion. But he said that he "made a mistake... There
can be no give and take. Human life in:every form is the most sacred gift
of God; concerning its disposition, there can be no compromise.”.

He said he expected criticism from Jewish' sources, adding that it is
understandable considering Jewish sensitivity on the entire question of
Nazi horrors. :

But Father Nevins said his own understanding of the Jewish suffering was
deepened recently when he saw the television production of Leon Uris' "QB
VII" and himself-felt the terror of Nazi concentration camps.

“I went to bed in great despondency and depression, ove“whelmed by this
graphic reminder of the barbarisms men can perpetrate on fellow human beings
who differ from them only in aCC1dents,f said Father Nevins.

It was then that he said he felt "agony™ over the opposition of some
Jewish agencies to the pro-life position, adding "in the name of God, don't
‘you-realize—-that-you“are-approving -the-very horrors that were forced on
you? Please understand our viewpoint."

The Maryknoll priest said "our feelings about abortion and experimenta-
tion with living fetuses bring the same revulsion as the crimes wrought
against you. Human life is human life..."

Statlng that Hitler killed Jews because he saw them as "less than human,"
Father Nevins said the only difference between Hitler's madness and the
experiments on human fetuses is "the acecident of age."

"Wwhat I am appealing to Jewish groups to understand is that for millions
of us our feelings are just as deep, as:sincere, as horrified, and as des-
-pairing as was thelrs for the genocide perpetrated on their own people,"
he said. ' r

- ' (more) PAGE -16-



R "Some have called abortlonlsts murderers," he contlnued ot strong
word. Yet, in ou» view, they bear the same guilt as did those who followed
Nazi dlrectlves and animalized fellow human beings."

Asking Jewish groups to respect "our sincerity," Father Nevins said
"we are not just Catholics, but also millions of Protestants, and even many
of your own...And we are hurt, terribly hurt, by the lack of sensitivity
of fellow-humans who do not understand the sacredness and the imperitiveness
with which we regard our p051t10n.

Althcugh he observed that in this country "we can still protest“ (whlch
was not possible in Germany and Poland), he said "a great darkness is once
again descending upon the land, and under one pretense or another, the
innocent are being put to death.

"From your own agony is it possible that you cannot fail to understaﬁd
ours?" he asked.

=0



BROOKLYN DIOCESE, ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE
JOIN IN APPEAL FOR MIGRANT WORKERS ;
CATH 3EW: ,

By Religious News Serwvice (5-28-74)

NEW YORK (RNS) -- A Catholic-Jewish relations group sponsored by the
Brooklyn diocese and the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith urhed Christ-
ians and Jews here "to sen51tlze themselves™ to the cause of migrant farm
workers and work to correct farm labor 1ngust1ces.

l
Observing that a "new harvest" is underway across the country, one that

depends upon the labor of the migrant workers, the Catholic-Jewish Relations
Committee of Brooklyn and Queens said it was calling attention to the "plight
of these disadvantaged members of sociedy."

In a statement, the committee noteé.that America's migrant farm workers
are the lowest paid income group in the mation -- averaging about $1,500 a
year in individual income. It added that the farm worker's life expectancy is
49, the infant mortality very hlgh heallth corditions poor and educational
opportunltles scandalous. [

The statement pointed out that faré workers are "organizing and struggling
non-violently to change the conditions under which they live and work," and
declared that "our committee wishes to go on record as supporting the workers
in theit efforts to organize." L :

"We also support those who are urglng Congressional action to have the
farm workers included under the prov151ons of the National Labor Relations
Act," the statement added. : E

The committee endorsed the work of jthe United Farm Workers, under Cesar
Chavez, "to bring human dignity to the workers in our fields and to alert
the rest of the nation to the inhumane condltlons of employment in so many of
the country's farm and ranches.”

Declaring a sense of solidarity with the National Council of Churches, the
Union of American Hebrew COHgTEGaCIOHS, and the Natlonal Conference of '
Cathollc Blshops the commlttee Staced:.
"We call upon our brothers and sisters, Christians and Jews, to sensitize
themselves to the farm worker cause and ito work together in their
local communities to correct the present system of injustice.™

Co-chairman of the commlttee-are Fether Joseph G. Konrad of the Brooklyn
diocesan ecumenical commission, and Rabbi Josiah Derby of the
Anti-Defamation League, New York City. !
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THE MAN WHO DESIGNED 'LEVI'S!
RECEIVES ‘A JESUIT DEGREE

By Religious News Service (6- 4-74)
CATH YW
SAN FRANCISCO (RNS) -- Walter Abraham Haas, Sr., the man who made
"Levi's™ a househeld word and a campus: commonplace, received an honorary
Doctorate of Laws at the 115th commencement of the University of San Francisco.

In its citation, the Jesuit school declared that "as president and then
chairman of the board of San Francisco's cwn Levi Strauss and Company, he

builta veritable empire on a solid foundatlon of blue denim and copper
rivets.

"We applaud Mr. Haas for this success, and generations.of students will
forever hold in benediction the names of Strauss, Koshland, Stern, and Haas,
without whom countless students would have nothing to wear.™

.For the past half-century, the citation noted, "he has given generously
of his time, talent, and wealth in the name of community service."

Mr. Haas has served as président of the Jewish National Welfare Fund
and the Jewish Welfare Federation of San Francisco, and has been director
of the Save the Redwoods League and the Friends of Recreation and Parks.
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CATHOLICS CAN LEARN FROM JEWS
HOW TO DEFEND THEIR INTERESTS,
JESUIT PRIEST SAYS g A7H &/

" PHILADELPHIA, June 18 (JTA):-American
Catholics are ‘*political pygmies,’”’ compared to
American Jews, in creating public understanding
and acceptance of Catholic positions on vital
questions affecting their interests, a Jesuit schol-
ar declared in a commencement address to a
Catholic high school here.

The result, the Rev, Virgil C, Blum of Mil-
waukee, told the graduating class of Cardinal
Dougherty High School, was that Jews are treated
in the mass media **with respect, decency and
fairness, while much of it treats Catholics with
total disrespect, indecency and unfairness.'!

Rev. Blum, president of the newly-formed
Catholic League for Religious and.Civil-Rights,
cited a list of media incidents he said defamed,
rldiculed or showed “‘insensitive treatment of

thiugs Christians hold sacred.’’ In contrast, he
_8aid, American Jews have organized to defend
their interests so well that *“it {s impéssible to
imagine the press, radio and television beinganti~ |
Semitic, distorting the news about Jews, suppres-
sing and misrepresenting facts about Jewish gath~
erings and activities.’’ .

He commended Jewish leaders, in particular,
for knowing that ““in American democracy the peo-
ple are king,’* and that the *political clout’’ of the
Jewish community, in the legislative, judicial and
executive branches, ‘“is directly proportionate to
its ability to create public understanding and ac-
ceptance of their ideas, values, principles and ob~
jectives; to fashion popular attitudes; to create pub~ |
lic opinion favorable to their causes.'!

Calls PEARL Anti- Catholic

He said American J Jews have orgamzed 25 na-
‘tional interest groups, which he said were headed
by the American Jewish Committee, the American
Jewish Congress and the Anti-Defamation League
of B’nai B’'rith, He said the three agencies alone
had scores of regional offices and budgets of mil-
lions of dollars, while the 49 million American
Catholics do not have a single organization with ,
*the sole purpose’’ of influencing public policy to- |
wards their rights as American citizens,

But, he added, the three Jewish agencies were |
members of an “anti- Catholic group,’’ the National
Coalition for Public Education and Religious Lib- |
erty (PEARL), Its purpose, he charged, was ‘“to }
deprive Catholic school children of all federal and
state educational benefits,’’ The Jesuit scholar pro-
posed, as a major contribution to the nation’s Bi= I
centennial observance, that Catholic lay persons .
either join or support ¢‘Catholic groups modelled on
the highly successful Jewish interest groups.’’ i
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_Dr._Jacob: Kaplan,. the _Ch:eg . (1965) declaration on relations- be-'f
. Rabbi.of France—,apd Rabbi. “‘tween the. Roman Catholic Church
Jais, " the,. Chief- Rabbi- of . Pans, and the Jews and the document
clashed at.the-annual meeting last approved last year by the French |
week of the Paris' Consistory, . the - Episcopate and- its pres:dent, Megr
main  Jewish - religious organisa- . Elchinger, . the Bxshop a .,_of-.-
tion in the city, when Rabbi Jais ' Strasbourg. ;g .
claimed ~;that. the. aim _of - the  Dr Kaplan . saxd that &om a
Roman Cathgliex€hurch : was - the. study -of both+ documents he -had -
¢onversion nf..?ews.. Dr. szla.n re- ‘found no grounds for believing,
jected fhistues i that the Church aimed at.the con-
- .- Rabbi-- Qia’...to!d .the - 350 -version of: Jews and- he could not
,deleﬁxes ﬂnr.\u‘:e ultnnataeam of . aecept this claim. ... .-
the Vahcan.a.nd?..of the Church in: " . Mr Emile Touan, the secrgtgry
general..was:fo: convince - Jews:. of . - fold- ; the. ~Consistory --that +only 4
the truth. of | Chiistianity and-thé” ' 12,000- of.-the~300,000 -Jews -living
divinity of.Jesus-and in view. of = in Paris ' wers. members. and he:
this ..there-could”;be :no. didlogue. - criticised this-as .insufficient.. The
between. .. the~ ,symgogue _and  annual budget-“of- 16 - million -
church. =7 = :° “francs (about. £1400000), was a
Replying,.- Dr Kaplan f;ulnaﬁ;;i record. . :
he could..not; agree wi . “The. -delegates mcluded Baron :
Jais’" remal"ksg :whick implied.-eriti- - .. Alain de: Rogbhschlld the pres:dent
cism of therFrench.Rabbinate- for: t of the: Ceml. Cons:story. L

praising. t.he:Ecumenm.l Couneil’s: mim




Meet Dave Starkman Of Toronto; He Digs Wells

A JEW FIGHTS AFRICAN DROUGHT
-- FOR U.S. CATHOLIC BISHOFS
Comm .SewW.
By Religious News Service (7=25=74) .
NEW YORK (RNS) -- What's a nice Jewish boy like David Starkman doirg in
Upper Volta working for Catholic Relief Servic:s?

Working for the poorest of the poor.

The Yale University student from Toronto, Cnt., is helping to fight the
drought that has plagued ;ne sub-Sahara recion of West Africa for six years,

mainly through the restoration of old water wells and the building of new
ones .

During a recent visit to the Upper Volta town of Dori, two CRS execu-
tives, Msgr. Andrew Lanci, assistant executive director, and Msgr. Wilson
Kaiser, Bfrican regional director for the sub-Sahara region, saw, first-hand,
the results of the young Canadian's work of six nonths.

"David is a rernavkable ybung man," said Msgr. Landi. "His erergy is
boundless, and how ne is able to makehis micro-fund allotment ($200 per
project) go so far is a mystery to me."

He described the young man's accomplishments as "fantastic."
Said Msgr. Kaiser: 'Vou P“ow, o gave me a real good feeling when
Msgr. Landi and I concelebrated Mass at the mission in Dori (in an area just

borderlng the Sahara cssevt) and David gave the first reading. Talk about
ecumenism -~ this was the »eal thing."

David, a 6-foot-2, 20C-povnder, joined the U.S. Catholic bishops'
overseas relief operaticn last Januarv. -After a brief orientation in
Ouagadougou with Tom Kelly, fhe CRS program director in Upper Volta, he was
sent to Dorl. - 1

Engaged in what is pcrhaps the most vital development work in the sub-
Sahara region, the local villagers @’ 1 pitch in to heip David, providing
the labor. CRS supplies the materia a and David offers leadership and
-direction. '

Mr. Starkman collaborates with a Peace Corps wvolunteer and a French
priest who heads the local mission. Although he receives only $200 to
complete each "well' project, he somehow seems to comdlete every assignment.

While the cdays are long and arduohs, David appears to thrive, the visit-
ing CRS officials noted. They returned to the U.S. with glowing praise for
the young Canadian and his determ;natﬂon to do a job that sometimes seems
so impossible, yet is so crucial. -

i T
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REMOVE SU3PICION, HOSTILITY FROM DISCIISSICNS
OF ABORTION, CATHOLIC-JEWiSH UNIT URGES
"t ;

By Religious News Service (10—14-?4)

ROCKVZII CSHTRB, N.Y. (RNE) -~ ~w=1ty-two Jewish and Rcman Catholic
leaders hare have arpealed for debate and discussion on abor-ion that deals
with issues only ard urged those engaged in the controversy 1o refrain from
"name-calling, the use of inflamuatory  language, and the imputing of bad
motlves" to individuals. :

In a statement issued by the Catholic-Jewish Relerlons Com11ttne of
Nassau-Suffolk, which inciudes most of- I Long Island, the committee urged all
Catholics and Jews to "jcin us in this comnitment® to do everth..ng possible
to remove "personal hestility and Su%plC‘Oﬂ" from the abortion cuestion.

2 The statement, which had been disciissed by the committee for several
months, is believed to be the fimst of dits kind issue by a Jewish-Catholic
group in the U.S,, according to Father George P Graham, Catholic co-chairman
of the committee. ,

Father Grhem, chief judge of the Rockville Centre diocesan mar riage tri-
" bunal, said the call for restraint and: civil discourse was especial.ly appro-
prlate during the current pol;tlcal campaign when "abortlon will certalnly
be one of the issues.”

While the commlttee took no stand on abort;on itself, the statement's
appeal recognized the right of all parties to the debate "to hold and express
deeply felt moral and polltlcal 0p1n10ns.“

The committee is made up of 22 Jewnsh and Catholic members and Rabbi
Theodore Steinberg of the Malvern, N.Y., Jewish Center is Jewish co-chairman.
Other Jewish groups represented are the. .Long Island Board of Rabbis, the
American Jewish Committee, the New York Federation of Reformed Synagogues,
and the Anti-Defamation League, B'nai B'rzth. Catholic members all represent
the Rockville Centre dlocese. ¢

. Father Graham said the*statement speaks only for the committee, not for
the diocese or the Jewlsh organ;zatlons represented.

He said the purpose of the statement was ‘to "create an atmosphere" in -
which "ecivilized discussion™ can take place. One of the committee's concerns
was the hostility exhibited by pro-abortion and anti-abortion factions.

While the '"name-calling incidents" have subsided, he said, "positions have
hardened" and the danger continues to exist.

The statement itself observed that the U.S. Supreme Court's ruling on
abortion had not ended the controversy and that many people, Catholics,
Protestants and Jews, consider abortion a "very serious ethical question.”

"We agree that argument and dlscuselon shoeld be concerned with abortion
itself and not with Catholies and the -Catholic community- or with Jews and
the Jewish communlty X the statement asserted.

. "We hope that it is p0551ble for this 1mportant controversy to take place
in a way that emphasizes, issues rather than personalitieés., We pledge our-
selves to do.all we can so that our conv1ct10ns may be expressed without
personal hostility and su5p1c1on in such a way as to make p0351b1e our con-
tinued liV1ng together," the statement added.
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~= POPE'S DELEGATE TELLS U.S, JEWS:

DIALOGUE A NECESSITY,'NO 'LUXURY' :

 Cate . TEW.
By Robert L; Johnston s /’/’7/'7
Religious News Service Staff Wpiter

NEW YORK (RNS) -~ The Pope's personal representative in the U.S.

. told a group of distinguished Jewish leaders here that the dialogue

between Jews and Christians is ''no longer a luxury, but a necessity"

and that it should set an example of "fraternal understanding and
love" for the whole human family. .

But he warned of a ‘‘gap" between the professionals who conduct
the dialogues and the religious communities they represent, and
declared that this gap must be eliminated. -

Archbishop Jeah Jadot, Apostolic Delegate in the U.S., said that
his respect for the Jewish community compelled him to speak of 'reali-
ties of relations” between Jews and Christians, not simply the "common

‘faith" that they share but also the "convictions which divide us.V

Turning spec¢ifically to Jéwish—Catholic relntions in the U S.,s
which he said have 'recently run into rough waters,” he said that omn
the Jewish side there are the questions of Israel and Soviet Jewry
while on the Catholic side there are abortion and aid to non-publlc
schools - _

Speaking at a luncheon sponsored by the American Jewish Committee
which brought together Jewish leaders from all three branches of
Judaism, the archbishop said some Catholics feel slighted because
they bave helped on issues close to Jowxsh hearts, but that the favors
have not been returned, :

He challenged these assumptions, declar;ng that "it would no

~doubt come as a surprise to many of you that you have been so success=-

ful in gaining Christian support for the causes of Israel and Soviet

Jewry, While Christian support has been substantial, it has often
disappointed Jews." b

. "In any event;" he added, ", ..the causes of Israel and Soviet
Jewry are far from won." And he went on to point out that "these
issues should be a matter of real concern for all men of good

Archbishop Jadot, whose personal intervention in behalf of
Israeli prisoners of war last year in Syria was acknowledged at the
luncheon, said it is also ''false" to say that abortion and aid to
non-public schools are strictly Catholic issues., In addition, he

. said, "we must also.question the proposition that 'the Jews' have
uﬁgopposed efforts aga1nst the liberalization of abortion laws or to
“obtain aid for private schools."

"There is, to my knowledge, no single position on these two
issues to which all Jew‘ah groups would subscribe, " he added,

Noting that the'"very nature of our dialogue" could be damaged
by such formulations, Archbishop Jadot suggested two. avenues of
approach to continuing dialogue. : .

(more) PAGE ~19-
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. "First " he said, ""the basis of our dialogue must be our shared
spiritual patrimony. It cannot rely on a policy of reciprocity that
would demand a pairing of issues which are to be traded off on-a one-
to-one basis.. Dialogue is open=-ended, not programmed for results."

Secondly, the ”*chbishop stated, "the questions of abort1on and
aid to private schccls should be sub;ected to a fuller, deeper and
more open dialogue." -

Archbishop Jadot said that the "difficulties" which exist between
Jews and Catholics can be attributed "not to a failure of dialogue,
but to a lack of it." He said the situation indicates tensions have
arisen because a "gap exists between our respective communities and
the professionals who represent these communities-in formal dialogues.
It is absolutely necessary to narrow and eliminate this gap."”

Speaklng to. the fuuure cf. Jéwish—Christian relations, the Belgian=-
born papal representative said "some have become pessimistic’™ and he
admitted that pessimism is "so easy" to give in to. But he added:

"1 dannot shére that view, The success of our dialogue over the
last. nine years (since the Vatican II declaration on the Jews) is the
reason for my optimism.

"I do not wish to overvalue dialogue or see it as a panacea for
all our ills. It can be esteemed, nonetheless, as a precious instru-
ment of rationality and good falth in the relations between our two
communities. Any success that we have in handling controversial
problems today will lead to greater Jew;sh-Chr;gt:an understanding and
cooperation in the future."

. He stressed that teday's tensiors, if we iace them with courage,
may well turn out toc bc the occasion for a giant step towards the goal
that we have set for ourseclves.,

"The chief QbStﬁcle."_the archbishop declared, "is not,..hostility,
as it may have becn in the past. Today, it is perhaps a fear of one
another. It is also apathy. The great dangers are that we do not have
enough trust in one another, and that we are tempted to ignore %ne
another,'" he added.

Yet, the remedy is simplé' step up our efforts, our dxalogne.
It is my hope that the impetus in this direction will come from both
the Jewish and Christian communities," he said.

"Dialoguc iIs no longer a luxury, but a necessity. Jews and
Christians shoicld set an example for the whole human family .-- an
example of fraternal understanding and love.'" Archbishop Jadot went
on to concluce: '

"More importantly, it is my firm hope that in our efforts we will
not rely solely on human inteliigence and goodwill, but will turn to
God, making our. own the prayer cf Soclomon: " 'God of our ancestors,
Lord of mercy, who by your word has macde all things, grant me wisdom,
consort of your throna, and do not reject me - from the number of your
.children."

The préelate was introduced by Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, national

director of interreligious affairs for the American Jewish Ccmnittee

which sponsored the luncheon. The rabbi called the appearance of
Archbishop Jadot a "symbolic moment' because it came at a time when the

“basic values of Judaisnm and Christianity concerned with making life :.

.more humane are being challenged in the world. It is also symbolic, he
added, because of "cur seeking together, in the biblical and prophetic
tradition," a contindation of that spirit of "caring and loving the

. other person' which thé two great traditions espouse.

Earlier, Leonard Yascen, national co-chairman of the Interreligicus
Affairs Ccmmiss1on of the Committee, cbserved that the presence of
Archbishop Jadot signaled "a new cra of friendship and trust" between
Catholics and Jews in the U,S, O : . PAGE -20



AMERICAN PRELATE SEES ECUMENISM

STRESSING TBASIC SOCIAL JUSTICE®
By Religious News Service (10-18-74)

VHTICAN CITY (RNS) -- The theme of "ecumcnism“ has taken the spotlight
in discussions and reports here at the international Synod of Blshops of the
Roman Cathollc Church. .

Archblshop Joseph L, Bernaxd;n of Cincinnati, Ohio, in a written
"intervention" presented to the 209—membe“ assembly, called for a radical
level of ecumenism, a focus on. "ba51c social justlce.

The month-long Synod is deallng w1th "Evangelization in the Modern
World.™

"The interdependence of the globe today," said the American prelate,
"is the condition which calls us to make international social justice a
constitutive element in our evange11z1ng ministry and message."

1___ £

He said it was "a fundamental axlom of the Chrlstlan faith that the
goods of the earth are destined for all -peoples. The Christian conception
of the world is that we are destined to be a community, not a competlng
crowd. Our interdependence means that we live locked together in a limited
globe." : i
: " :

Bishop Derek Worlock of Portsmouth, England, speaking on behalf of one’
of the English-language study groups of delegates, appealed for "more _
understanding between religions,” with each extending its understanding to
see and accept ‘"a certain theological legitimacy" in all faiths.

M"Having reaffirmed the necessity of a very basic unity," Bishop Worlock
told the assembly, "one must not exclude a pluralism of expression, of
liturgy, of regulations, and . . . £t0 a certain extent in theology and
religious instruction.™ Yo . :

(The English prelate has recently written articles calling for greater
understanding of "hippies,"” and others "who adopt alternative life styles.™)
i

e freporter™ for- another of the-Encllsh speaking groups, Bishop Patrick

D'Souza of Varanasi, Indla, conflned hls remarks to the search for unity
among Chr1st1ans. ,

"One obstacle to the spreading of the Gospel,™ he told the Synod,
"is the stubborness in not recognizing in practice the brotherhood that
binds us together through Baptism, even though Baptism is understood and
expressed in different manners in different Christian Churches.”
- "We must remember," he said, “that Christ is the Savior of all human
beings, including those who live in parts of the world where the Christian
Church does not exist or is not v151ble "

~(@ore) PAGE -1-




PLIGHT OF JEWS IN EAST EUROPE
By Tova Kamins gaym gEW.

NEW YORK, July 14 (JTA) 2¥ ¢“Major cities
are without rabbis and there has been no train=
ing of religious leaders for a number of years.*’
This was one of the observations of Rabbi Arthur
“Schneier-of-the Park East-Synagogue -and -of Rev,
Thurston N, Davis S,J, of the United States Catho-
lic Conference in a press conference here today
to further emphasize the situation facing Soviet
Jews. The press conference came as a result
of their recent trip to the Soviet Union and Po-

- land.

The two clergymen who have been to Eastern
Europe previously were distressed that all the
emphasis has been on the emigration of the So-
viet Jews rather than on the continuation of a
- Jewish spiritual, religious and cultural life in
Russia.

Rabbi Schneier said that ““even if the rate of
emigration is accelerated, we must reckon that
the majority of the three million Soviet Jews will
remain in the country and should have the right
to perpetuate their religious and cultural heri-
tage.’”” Both Rabbi Schneier and Father Davis
expressed hope that the American Jewish com-
munity will consider this factor as well as that
of emigration. ‘

In addition, they also made observations re=-
garding the overt state of disrepair and neglect
of Jewish cemeteries and synagogues in the USSR
and Poland, The ¢enturies-old cemetery. of
Odessa is in danger of liquidation by authorities
under a law which states that any cemetery .
which has not had a burial for 25 years can be
liquidated. The Nozik synagogue, the only remain-
ing one in all of Warsaw is a shambles, Win=
dows are shattered and the area is_surrounded . _
by mud and dirt, There is great difficulty in get-
ting 2 minyan during the week and sometimes on
Saturday. _

Rabbi Schneier and Father Davis succeeded
in securing a promise from the Polish Director
of Religious Affairs, Kazimierz Kakol, that within
six months, the Nozik synagogue would be fixed
up and designated an historical landmark. They
also obtained a guarantee that 110 Soviet Jews
-would be allowed to go ta Budapest to study in
East Europe’s only remaining Rabbincial Semi-
nary. The Soviet government refuses to allow
rabbis from other countries to come to Russia,
but they made the concession of allowing-a few
" Russian Jews to study outside, the clergymen said.

————— .k _%_%




e In turn, Cardinal Francois Marty of Paris, representing one of the
French-speaking gmoups, pointed out that the "sources™ of ecumenical unity
went "far back into the past.” ’

In this context, he underscored the importance of referring back to
the 0ld Testament te arrive at a "proper" understanding of evangelization.

He said thet "the Judeo-Christian uniqueness, as such, has a universal
value as an archstype . o o the t»aditions of the 01d Testament £ind their
fulfilliment in Chrast,.™

The French carndinal added that a Christian will better understand the
Gospel message if i or she grasps the meaning of the self-disclosure of
God in the 01d Testament.
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Willebrands Heads Agency On Judaism ¢

NEW VATICAN:G COMMISSIONS WILL _%
CONFER WITH JEWS AND MUSLIMS

Care JewW. e
By Religious News Service (10- 22—74)

VATICAN .CITY (RNS) --.Two new Vatlcan commissions have been created to
deal, respectively, with relations between the Roman Catholic Church and
Judaism, and between the Church and Islam.

The announcement was made here, Cct. 22 by Vatican Press officer
- Federico Alessandrini.

Hitherto, the Vatican Secretariai for Christian Unity has -dealt with
Jewish relationships, and the Secretariat for Non-Christians has been
responsible for relations with MuSlims.

Cardinal Jan Willebrands, Pre51dent of the Christian-:Unity secretariat,
will be president of. the new Commlssmon ‘for Judaism.. The secretariat's
secretary, Father Charles Moeller;. w111 be vice-president of the new
commission. :

. The Commission.for Islam will have as .its President, Cardinal Sergio
Pignedoli, who is president of the Secretarlat for Non-Christians, . Msgr.
Pietro Rossano, secretary of the: Non-Chrlstlans secretarlat will be
Vice-President of the Commission for: Islam. #P;

Following Mr. Alessandrinils ann;uncement Father Moeller read a
_ statement concerning events leading: tp. the creatlon of the commission for
Judaisms )

He said that contacts between the Vatican and "important Jewish
organizations" had led to an officiall meeting in Rome in December, 1970,
where a decision was made to set up an international "llaison committee™
between the Catholic Church and Judalsm.

"On the Jewish side," he said, "the members of ‘this committee and their
alternates were named or appointed by the.international Jewish Committee
for Interreligious Consultation, "which. represents the principal tendencies
of contemporary Judaism and also its:more important geographical groups.™

"On the Catholic side,™ he went Ln; "members of the Haiscn committee
were named by Pope Paul VI accord1ng o proposals made by the President of
the Christian Unity Secretariat.” g

v e -._Father Moeller-said-that-the 1nternat10nalllazax1 committee had held
three session -- in Paris (December, l971), Marseilles (December, .1972),
- and Antwerp (December, 1973), :

" "It was ‘principally from thelﬂﬁsax commlttee,“ he ;said; ™that the
suggestion came to create a special commlsszon for Catholic- Jew1sh relations.

Its scope will be to promote and foster relations of :a religious nature ..
. between Jews and Catholics."

. Father Moeller 'said the new.Comﬁission-for Judaism "will be at the
disposal, within its competence, of all those concerned with Jewish-Catholic
relations in order to supply them w1th information and recelve infermation

- from them. .. ."

i
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Later, Dr, Joseph L. Lichten, consultant for the Anti-Defamation
‘Leacue of B'nai B'rith in Rome, and one of the Jewish members of the liaison
committee, told Religious News Service that eight Catholic theologians of
various natlonalltles would be named as consultants to the Commission for
Judaism,

He said that although "a desk" assigned to contacts with Jewish
communities had long existed at the Vatlcan, its activities were "ambiguous.”
He welcomed the new Commission for Judaism as giving "a stronger, more
formal base to these act1v1t1es, which hopefully will lead to more meanlng-
ful results,” -

Dr. Lichten said that the new commission "represented a great step
forward towards closer understanding and cooperation between the Catholic
Church and world Jewry."

Regarding the new Ccmmission for Islam, Mr. Alessandrini pointed out
that the Secxetariat for Non-Christians had taken the initiative, from the
first years of its existence, of sending good wishes to the world of Islam -
at the end of the lMuslim holy month of fasting,; Ramadan, "This initiative,”
he said, "had helped to develop cordial relations between Christians and
Muslims at all levels."

"Subsequently,¥ the Vatican spokesman continued, "contacts increased
between Muslim religious leaders and representatives of the Catholic Church.

"In 19€4, a Pontifical Institute for Arabic Studies was founded in
Rome. In 1970, the Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs in Cairo spontane=.
ously asked to visit Rome to inaugurate a relationship of friendship and
collaboration with the Catholic Church.

"During 1974, contacts of a rel;g1ous nature intensified between the
Catholic Church end Muslims,., In April, the President of the Secretariat
for Non-Christians had a cordial meeting with King Faisal of Saudi Arabia,
and in September, officials of the Secretarlat went to Cairo to visit the
Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs.

"At the end of this month (October}, Muslim religious leaders from
Saudi Arabia will be in Rome for talks with members of the Non-Chrlsglans
secretariat.”

=0= o




INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
HAILS VATICAN UNIT ON JEWS
CATH. JEW
By Religicus News Service (10-28-74)

NEW YORK (RNS) -~ Establishment of the new Vatican commission for
relations with the Jews has been welcomed by the International Jewish
Committee on Interreligiocus Consultations (IJCIC).

Jewish officials signing the statement expressed hope that the new
Commission would advance movement "toward mutual trust and cooperation in
the interests of our respective communities and the entire human family."

Signing were representatives of the five Jewish organizations making up;
the IJCIC: Dr. Gerhard Riegner, secretary general of the World Jewish Con-
gress; Rabbi Henry Siegman, executive vice-president of the Synagogue
Council of America; Rabbi Mare Tanenbaum, interreligious affairs director
of the American Jewish Committee; Rabbi Solomon Bernards, interreligious
affairs director of the Anti-Defamation League, and Professor Shmaryahu
Talmon, chairman of the Israel Interfaith Comnittee.

Their statement noted that establishment of the new Commission grew out
of a series of consultations between Cathclic representatives and the IJCIC.

Contacts between tha Vatican and Jewish organizations led to an offi-
cial meetipg in Rcme in December 1970, where a decision was made to set
up an international liaison committee.

This committce has met in Paris (December 1971), Marseilles (December
1972) and Antwery (December 1973). Out of its discussions grew the
proposal for es=eblishment of a special Vatican Commission to foster rela-
tions between Catholics and Jews.

Jewish relations had previously been handled by the Vatican Secretariat
for Christian Unity. Cardinal Jan Willebrands, president of that Secretariat,
has been named by Pope Paul to serve as president of the new Commission.

Representatives of the IJCIC are scheduled to meet with the Commission
in Rome Jan. 14-16.
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VATICAN AIDE ON JUDAISM
ARRIVES IN JERUSALEM
CRA -~ S
By Rellgzous News Service (11-15-74)

JERUSALEM (RNS) -~ Father Pierre de Contenson, 0.P., executive secfetary
of the new Vatican Commission for Judaism, arrived here Nov. 14 for two-
weeks of consultation on Roman Catholic-Jewish relations in the Holy Land.

. Father de Contenson, editor-in-chief of a definitive edition of the wors
of St. Thomas Aquinas, told newsmen here that his commission, which is
affiliated with the Vatican's Secretariat for Christian Unity, is concerned
"strictly" with."religious," as distinct from "political™ relations.

 -0- | | FAGE -11-



ECUMENICAL DIRALOGUE BCRN OF LOVE, .
VATICAN LEADER. SAYS IN LECTURE .- !
CATH TEW. b
By Rellglous News Serwvice (11-2 i-?4)

WRSHIRGTON D.C., (RNS) - The nature of ecumenical dialogue cannot be
grasped without recognizing that it is born of "the pressure of lave," the
Vatican's top ecumenical officer sa1d here.

"Concern for unity in the Chrlstlan heaft feeds on the charity of God
himself;" said Cardinal Jan Willektrands, hcad of the Vatlcan Secretarlat
for Chrlstlan Unity. -

Delivering the Paul Wattson lecture at the Catholic University of America
here, the carcdinal said the ecumenical mcvement begins "when we realize the
tragedy of schisms and divisions and becomp certain that unity is essential
to the Church."

_ "It loses its meaning and its truth if it ceases to respond Wlth all
its power to the highest demands, " said the Dutch-born prelate.

In the lecture, named for the late faunder of the Atonement Friars (and
Sisters) who co-sponsored the lecture with Cathclic University's Schocl of
Reoligious Studies, Cardinal W1llebranhs presented three: "methods of dialogue,"
one from the New Testament, another from early Church history, and a thlrd
from the present. ) b
|

While the instance of Chﬂlst's conversatlon with the Samaritan woman
at Jacob's well, recorded in St. John‘s Gospel, cannot be equated with
dialogues in tha current scene becausg "Christ is the Lord whose dialogue
with His world is unique," still, said the cardinal, this account can be

a "certain model of ecumenical dialogue before its time."

A schism existed between Jews and Samaritans at the time so intense that

" neither had anything to do with the other, so the woman of Samaria was :
surprised that Christ spoke to her. Cardlnal Wlllebrands commented on how
Christ treated this schism. i

First, although Jews were not welcomed to do so, Christ chose to pass
through Samaria, which is "proof of His freedom of m1nd and His recsolve
'to accomplish hls work! (John 4:34)," the cardinal said.

- - Then,=Christ "initiated the convepsatlon by asking the woman for a drink
of water, which was counter to Jew1sh*customs. "So Christ's decision is a
.bold one, ecumenically courageous; " he said.

But at the same time, "Jesus does not compromise with the truth," stating
clearly that "salvation.comes from the Jews,™ explaining to the woman that
true worship of God is M"in splrlt and in truth." -

Flnally, the dialogue leads the yoman to acceptance of Christ as Messiah,
taklng her step by step through the obstacles in her own personal life and
"helping her to day bare her moral problams -- for there is no conversion
without acceptance of one's: own splrltual poverty," Cardlnal Willebrands
asserted. -

"We must first graép that Christ starts from our problems, our sufferings,
our concerns,"” he said. - "Many of our ‘dialogues are evasions of reality.
Uncon501ously we often dlscuss problems to avo1d comlng to gr1ps with life,™

(e
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"We talk as though from outside," he-observed. "Jesus goes to the
heart of difficulties to resolve them. He centers the discussion on the
- woman's own anxieties, éenters into her:searching and her sorrow and from
- thence illuminates, purifies, vitalizes her and arouses her fervor.

"Christ's dialogue is always a'comfort,'an encouragement. In this way
He is master of all our dialogues. Christ's dialogues lead to action; they
prompt commitment to the service of the Kingdom."

A second "method of dialogue™ Cardinal Willebrands presented was the
Deed of Union of 433, which asserts the unity of Christ as perfect God and
perfect man, agreed to "after many ups and downs" by Cyril, patriarch of
Alexandria, and John, patriarch of Antioch.

While a schism over the "two natures' of Christ was resolved through
this agreement, Church unity survived for only six years, after which the
"quarrel broke out afresh."

"None the less," said Cardinal Willebrands, "the Deed of Unzon is an
historic achievement that can serve as a model for other conferences,
discussions, negotlatlons and dlalogues which aim at restoring doctrinal
‘unity between churches.”

"Pope Paul VI recognized the importance of this fifth century formula
during his visit in 1967 with the late Orthodox Patriarch Athenagoras when
he asked in a speech rhetorically:

™Did not St. Cyril of Alexandria consent in 433 to abandon his beautiful
formulation of theology in the interests of making peace with John of Antioch,
once he had satisfied himself that in splte of divergent modes of expression,
their faith was identical?!"

Cardinal Willebrands emphasized that Cyril's act "presupposed that it
is possible to express the faith in different ways, provided that the essen-
tial elements of that faith are ensured.”

-The third "method of dialogue" the cardinal set forth is that which is
. underway at the present time between Roman Catholic theologians and those of
~ several Protestant, Orthodox and Jewish families of faith.,

A difference between the dialogue of Cyril and John in the fifth
~‘century and those of today is that a schism was resolved then, whereas "at
present we find:ourselves in a situation where schisms are already many
centuries old so that we have grown apart in nearly all fields of Christian
life, as for instance, theological thinking, liturgy, canon law, spirituak-
1ty, etc." the cardinal said. .

e be%gdtge burden of many centuries of hlstory," he noted.

The task/he held, is "very different from what it was at the time when
opposite theological approaches met and even clashed with each other within
a still existing and living unlty,“ he said. "Is this task therefore much
heavier, or impossible?"

"Human efforts will always remain.a‘duty in the service of Christ, and
it is only in this way, enlightened by:the Holy Spirit, that we can under-
take them with the certainty that fazth and hope can give us," Cardinal
Willebrands said. .

"The hzstory of the ecumenlcal movement is still very young compared
_ ‘'with the history of divisions we have to learn much more from reflection
Y and experience. I am confident that the work, its methods and the reactions
“to it will grow in maturity and effectiveness for the benefit of the Church
and its unity, in obedience to God and for the glory of His Name,”™ he said.
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~ATICAN RIDE REPORTS OF
A VIS TO ISRAEL
ORI~
By Rellglous News Service (1ll- 29 74) -

JERUSALEM (RNS) -- Father Pierre de{Contenson, 0.P., executive secretary
of the new Vatican Commission for Judalsm, said here he was convinced that
the "great majority" of Jews and Arabs in the Holy Land wanted peace and an
equitable sharing with each other of the "God-given" riches of area..

. The French Dominican priest was in Jerusalem for meetings with top
Jewish and Christian leaders.

-In an interview with Religious News Service, Father de Contenson
emphasized that the Commission for Judaism was "purely religious” in
character and scope, nct at all concerned with "politics" or "proselytation”

or “theological disputes,”

Rather, he said, it was concerned only with "reducing mutual bias,”
and with "fosterlng better mutual understanding and cooperation in fields
of common interest.” :

The 56-year-old scholar, who served|as editor-in-chief of a critical
edition of the works of St, Thomas Aquinas, said a highlight of his two-
week visit to Israel was his participation in an academic exercise at Hebrew
University in Jerusalem that was devoted:.to discussion on the influence of
Jewish philosopher Maimonides’, and Arab thinkers on Aquinas, and Aquinas'
influence on.medieval Jewish theology.

Father de Contenson, before being named executive director of the
Comnission for Judaism, which was set up, in October, was in charge of the
"Jewish desk"™ of the Vatican's Secr:tarlat for Chrlstlan Unity, with with
the new agency is affiliated,

He said he first encountered "the Jéwish problem” as a French prisoner
of war in Germany, where, he explained, he witnessed a "cruel discrimination”
against his Jewish.comrades by prison guards and officials.

Pather de Contenson added that he had also found some anti-Semitism
—~—among  certain’Réd Army officers after hlS prison camp was liberated by the-”
Russiarns, .

During his stay in Israel, the Vatican official managed to have a
wide range of contacts -- from ultra- Grthodox Yeshiva Colleges, through
University.faculties to a leftist- secular Kibbutz, as well as with Israel's
Chlef Rabbis and th: haads of Christian Churches.__

He sald he was struck by "the complexity" of the situation in the Holy
Land,.arising not merely from "Arab-Jewish" confrontation, but also from a
"mosalc“ of Christian denominations and a "variety™ of Jewish interpretations
of Hebraic traditioms,
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Bishops' Aide Hails Document On Jewish Relations
-

'THS BASIS FOR GENUINE DIALOGUE | For Release: Fri., Jan 3, 1975
BETWEEN THE CHURCH AND SYNAOGHD'} or .later Je;

CATH. TEAY: REL ] GUARD AGAINST PREMATURE RELEASE
By Rellglaas News Service

WRSHINGTON, D. éfr%RNS) -- The exécutlve secretary of the U.S. Catholic,

bishops' Secretariat for Cath011c~Jewlsh Relations declared here that the
new Vatican document aimed at implementing the 1965 Vatican II statement on
the Jews was "worth waiting for" becéuse it "solldlfles the basis for genuire
dialogue between the Church and the Synagogue.

1
Father Edward H. Flannery said the new guidelines, issued in Rome
‘and released Jan. 3 ™may be seen as'the fruit of the dlalogue between Chris-
tians and Jews that has taken place since the Council.”

Acknowledging that a previous draft or "working paper" of the current
. document existed and that "certain excisions" were made, the. priest said
"as regrettable as some of them may be, they should not prevent a just
evaluation of this final version on 1ts own merits."

"The important thlﬁq new is that this implementation of the Conciliar
statement (Nostra Aetate -- Declaration on the Relationship of the Church
to Non-Christian Religions) be fully implemented itself.".

The new document, entitled "Guldellnes and Suggestlons for Implementing
the Conciliar Declaratlon "Nostra Aeta*e " was issued nine years after
the Vatican II declaration it seeks to 1mp1ement and apply. Five years
ago, a working paper of the new uocument was prematurely released in Baltl-
‘more and then held in abeyance by the Vatican.

(While Father Flannery did not mentlon what aspects of the working paper
were excised, the original text of that working paper made public by Cardi-
nal Lawrence Shehan of Baltimore in 1969 included a section  calling on
Christians "to respect the religiousisignificance of the state of Israel;

a sentence which read, "All intent of proselytizing and conversion is ex-
cluded"; and a section in which Catlplics were urged to ask pardon of their
Jewish brothers for painful exiles, bersecutions'and moral pressures.).

Signed by Cardinal Jan W1llebnands, president of the new Commission for
Religious Relations with Jews establlshed by Pope Paul last October, the
document makes a strong plea for "real dialogue," joint social action efforts,

commen prayer and study and research among Catholics and Jews.

Father Plannery said the issuance of the new document "gives us much to
do in the years to come and should, hopefully, give a new and strong impetus
to the promotion of Cathollc-Jew1sh understanding and cooperation in our
dloceses i . v

»
12

The Cathrolic official went on to|note that "in clear and firm terms" the
new document "repudiates not only anti-Semitism but also anit-Judaism which
characterized so much of traditional|thinking about Jaws and Judaism.™

- | S

Father Flannery said the document recognizes the "richness and on-going
vitality of Judaism,” and in this way "solidifies the basis for genuine
dialogue between the Church and the Synagogue."

‘He said the long-awazted document "goes well beyond™ the vatican II
declaration on the Jews. B
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RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE, 43 WEST 57TH ST., N. Y. 10019

.... AUTHORITATIVE CABLE AND WIRELESS REPORTS OF MAJOR

RELIGIOUS DEVELOPMENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1974

ISRAELI CATHOLICS TO GET TAX BREAK
IN VISITING ROME ON HOLY YEAR

By Religious News Service (11-21-74)

JERUSALEM (RNS) -- Catholics in Israel will receive special concessions
on the travel tax if they wish to participatec in Holy Year celebrations in
Rome. : :

For clergy there will be a total exemption from the tax, and for the
laity a two-thirds reduction, both effective Dec., 15 and continuing through
1978S.

However, Alitalia Airline is contending that the concessions ahould
apply to all Christians, not just Catholics, sincé.: the Vatican is stressing
the ecumenical character of this Holy Year.

If restricted to Catholics, only a few hundred might take advantage of
theoffer; whereas “Isracl “expects 20,000-40,000 Christians to visit Jerusalem
and other Holy Places of the country as part of a package pilgrimage to Rome
and Buropean shrines such as Lourdes.

Israeli Catholics wanting to take advantage of the tax break must show
a certificate from the Latin Patriarchal Viear, Bishop John Caldany.

The Holy Land Travel Agency has already announced a schedule of cheap
group flights.

-0-
POLAND'S COMMUNIST LEADER SRYS
'NORMALIZATION' IS UP TO CHURCH
By. Religious News Service (11-21-74)
WARSAW (RNS) -- Normalization of church-state relations does not
depend on the Polish state, the country's Communist chief, Edward Gierek,

said at his first press conference.

"Everything achieved to date has been on the state's initiative,” he
said. "Now it is the turn of the church.” '

"It may be that in matters so all-embracing concerning man’'s morality,

to which after all nobody is indifferent, we shall find a common road one
day," he said,

(more) PAGE -1-
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Ina méssage broadcast by Vatican Radio in June, the Catholic primate
of Poland, Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski, was strongly critical of government
economic and social pclicies.

He criticized pressures to get workers to do so-called voluntary work
on Sundays and religious feastdays, and called for just wages sufficient to
enable workers to maintain reascnable living conditions for their families.

About the same time, Cardinal Kardl Wojtyla of Cracow complained, "The
government promised full normalization of state-church relations in 1970,
but this promise was never kept." He urged Pclish authorities to halt
atheist education of young people, which, he sald often led to al1enat10n
between parents and children. :

POllSh Catholic bishops, in a jcint pasteral last December, accused
state autherities of encouraging sexual permissiveness among youth through
sex education courses in state schools.

0=

CATHOLIC BISHOP: 'MDD“R?‘ TRLNDS
ARE AFFECTING FINLAND'S PZOPLE

By Religious Nous Service (11-21-74)

VATICAN CITY (RNS) -- Although almost the whole population of Finiand
are baptized Christians, the negative influence of modern trends are making
themselves felt, according to Catholic Bishop Paul Verschuren of Helsinki.

In an interview broadecast over Vatican Radio, he said religious ins-
truction in schools was under fire in Finland, abortion had become legal in
most cases and efforts were underway to make dlvorce easier.

Participation in worship, said Bishop Verschuren, is very limited, with
Finns attending church on the average of less then twice a year.

The bishop pointed out that Finland has only 3,000 Catholics among a
total population of 4,800,000. He said Finland is the most Lutheran country
in the world, and that_lt and another Lutheran country, Iceland, are the
only European countries in which Catholics are still dependent on the
Vatican's Congregation for the Evangélization of Peoples.

Catholics in Finland, Bishop Verschuren said, are looking to the future

as a challenge, despite the difficulties facing them, and are in close
dialogue with other religious groups.
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
Israel Office '

date December 13, 1974

to Marc Tanenbaum
from M. Bermard Resnikoff

subject

Today's lesson is on how to cuss out Mark Temnembaum
in many languages.

Wenn der Amerikanska Rabbimer Temnenbaum worde die
Juden und die Christen zuzammen kezdemenyezesere
machen, so zagt der Rabbiner Lorenz das nagy
szukesegunil van az Izrael irani Rormszeuv novelesere.

Attached are six clippings on reactioms in the Knesset

to the Pilgr:l.mage tours.

Regards. _
;3
r.'_,/‘
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Jerusalem ('HM) _— D:e ge-
strige Knesetsrtzqng_wurde von
Parlamentsvorsitzenden Israel Je-|
sckajahu mit einer Gedenkminu-
te_an die Opfer des Terroristen-
|anschlags auf das . tscherkessi--
sche Dorf Reichanije ' erdffnet,
Bei “diesem 'Anschlag - war- :m
Familienvater, ums Leben,’
kommen wihrend seine Gatt[n
schwere Verle;aunsm erlitt..

Der'  Knesset - Vormtuhde
sprach im~Namen -des . I-Iause.s
der leidtragenden: Famihe. ‘dem
ganzen Dorfe und der gesamten
[T'scherkessengemeinschaft---in Is:|
fithl avs. Der verlétzten -Fraii
wiinschte er baldige Genesung. - .

L Wir werden nicht rasten und
ruhen bis die Mbrder ausgerottet
sein ‘werden”, gelobte- der Knes-
Bet Vorsatunde it

* .

Im Verlaufe der gestrigen
{Sitzung griffen zwei Abgeordne-
te religibser - Parteién’das Tou-
ristikministerium wegen  seiner
Zusammenarbeit mit dem Vati-
ikan in der Organisierung des
[,Heihgen Pilgerjahres 1975™ an.

Der- Abgeordnete der Thora-
front Schlomo Lorenz fragte
Touristik-Minister- Kol im Rah-
men einer Intorpeﬂat:on. ob_die
Pressemeldung, - -das ‘unter den
| amerikanischen Juden wegen dle-

rael-innigsies Beileid- und Mifge-|1

ON REJCHANIE

demn Vatikan grosse Entriistung Tourlsuhmmstm auf, “eine- fast
herrsche, auf Wah-heit beruhe. . 1dentusche Frage . wurde. duch
,Touristikminister. Kol steilte dem RNP a\bgemdnemn Plnchas.
diese Behmrptung eptschieden in|Scheinmann zuteil. " ... .
Abrede. Das’ Jewish American|- Aof Antrag des Abgeordneml
Committee organisiere 1m Ein-
vernehmen mit dem Vatikan -Pil-
gerfahrten  von . Juden und|Finanzausschuss verwiesen, der
ge-|Ohristen nach Israel und dafiir| Aufbesserung der Renten - fiir
gebiitire ihm hochste Anerken-|Nazi -Invaliden vorsieht. Diese
neng. Katholiken und Protestan-| Kategoric erhilt Renten von Is-

ein' Gesetzesvorschlag an- den

sich, als Botschafter des gutenl'-'e" sind, als die iibrigen Ent-
‘Willens erwiesen, die mit allem schiidigungsrenten. Der Finanz-

ischen Ter-|Minister stimmte der- Uberwei-
gr‘“‘md‘“m“ gi“o W"‘bmg; Sting des Voﬁl:hlages an den F-

aé« fur. Amlmgis md. Sicher-
heit Navon gab bekannt, dass
der - Sicherheitsminister + einen
Beauftragten ins Ausland entsen-
den wolle, nm-nékere Informa-
tionen iiber-die im Ausland le-

dem vnu'kamschen Amschuss zur
Ommmrung des Heiligen , Jah-
res io Kontakt, um christliche |

. W&!I.f::lu'er aus den USA und an-|penden  Dienstpflichtigén zu sam- ||
deren* Lindern zu' veranlassen, | msln, Verschiedene Anderungen

im_Rahmen ihrer Pilgertour von|pei der Emberufnng Zum- Dlemt

Léwenbraum (Rakach) | wurde |

ten, die Israel besuchten, haben|T8¢l, welchie jedoch -weit gerin-|

e S

Rom aus auch die heiligen Stét-
ten ‘des Christentums in Jerusa-

lem und Bethlehem zu besuchen.
Dies sei, in jeder Beziehung —
politisch, mrhchal’tlidl omd- pro- |
pagandistisch — dml Staate ls- 1
rzel von Nmzen und stelle keine
Assimilierungsgefabr ‘fiir Juden
dar, die-von den Erleichterun-

m,sm?!é;im
28553 TOYY 724 1

mnnw *vopy gua‘is |

o

gﬂl des Touristikjahres mach)|
Ron ehenfalls _profitieren. -

ser Zmammenarbext Tsraels ‘mit

Eme ihnhche Antwort du
|

| THE JERUSALEM

e T e |

POST
- 4 Xl 1974

1.\\- KO] | defends o i!

! ecuméﬁical tours.
Jerunuam Post. Knesset Reporteronn

Tourl.lm Minister. Moshe Kol has
discounted charges’ by Aguda and

NRP Members that the

tours for American Jews and

Christians arranged by
jcan Jewish Committee
celerate minﬂlation

qgg.l tion-time

-the Amer-
could ac-

Shlom ]'_pr]m (Aguda) and Pinhas
. (NRP), _the Minister

Sheinmann
praised the great
to Israel’'s ceuse by

assistance rendered
“Catholics and

Protestants in the U'S, in collabora-
tion with the Amerlca.n Jewlish Com-

mittee.

—

.




N swuay mag Yo

(=1

o |
D901 L9 ndeana e J B
28553 10%® 724 1 .p ' '

| ] \ - l
,I ur- Kﬂ?.é} ,
el Aviv) ’

|
f
1'

A ZSIDO-KERESZTENY

Mose Kol miniszter vnsszantu:tot!a vnllasos

Lhrmﬁlm(}\xl}ixeletmﬁaﬁﬁﬁl}. Mose Kol turizmus-
nyi miniszter kijentette a Kneszetben, hogy Tennenbaum Mark
mmmuummrmmmmm
hmmﬁhm&mm&ﬁuvmwnw
mdﬁk és keresziények beszervezésével egyiitesen hoz Lzrfielbe
mmm.Amwmmzmm
Sok, mind ‘a protestinsok, akik ‘Tennenbaum’ rabbi kezdeménye-
zésére az orszégha ellitogattak, nagy mmléyd&dwﬂaﬁmak
Tzrfielrd] és tobb silyosan elitélo nyilaﬂmntol tettek 2 tem!rmr-

vezetek gyitkos akeidirdl.

Dr! Reznil;ov rabbi, az Ameri-
kai Zsid6 Tanics izréeli, fllandd
megbizottja, aki e kérdéssel, fog:

lalkozik, kitin6 médon gondoz-| V28Y %
. :tesen az orszéigba-érkezett 'turis-

zaa tt}ristﬁkhtf"_‘gm'kor_”az orszig

—|-

lasos  Kképvisels

‘! A
ba ér‘[kemek. A turisztikafigyi mi-
nisztérium nem' vesz részt’ ennek
az akciémak az irfinyitdsaban,
/de természe-

té.knak megxadja mindazon szol-

y gﬂmisokat./amelyetet _més to-

ristacsoportok: kapnak.,

Kol miniszter Lérinc Slomo
('I‘érahﬁ Front). é Pinchész
Schemmann (VNP) képvmo]ﬁk in
terpell4cibira vélaszolt.’ A két val
megemlitette,
bogy. informécibjuk szerint az
idei szentév idején a zsid6 €s ke-
resztény turistik egylittesen elf4-
togatnak R6éméba is, amikor Iz-

rhel felé tartanak, vagy- amikor

innen hazamennek. A két képvise
16 &llitdsa szerint ez az akcib|
megiitkGzést keltett'az amerikai
és eurdpai zsidésig széles korei-
ben. - .

Kol turisztikaiigyi miniszter ki-
jelentette, mincs -tudomésa arrdl,
mintha a vildg zsid6siga korében
komolyabb ellenéllis mutatkozna

(T
rvvv“ rv\ AN Y \~ QAN NWWMMWNU\_JW\N

lZRAEL MNTI ROKONSZENVET KEL]‘

TURIZMUS

keépviselok tamadaaat

az Amerikai Zsidé Tanacs akcioja ellen”

e terv ellen. Az Amser'.ih.l 28166
Tandcs a kbzbs tumta-pmgramo—
kat évek-6ta bonyolitja, és abban
nincs semmilyen asszimilicifs ve
szély,  Ellenkez8leg, kiderillt,
hogy az akcié erfsitette a keresz
tények és zsidbk kozowi bariti

szélakat, a kolesdnds vallisi meg .

értés szellemét € az Izrdellel kap
csolatos rokonszenvet. Kiilondsen |
a mmtam 1d61:bcn hnngsﬁlynz

és-nem szabad az ilyen kﬁmele-
dést. indokolatlan - gyanakvissal

visszautasitani. Szeretnénk, hogy*
|ha a VI Pl pépa 4ltal dekle-

rélt szent év fokozni a katolikus

zarindoklist Izrfielbe. Megemli-

tette a miniszter, hogy ennek ér-

dekében — mint a sajté mar an-

nak idején k&zlte — < :
latogatfist tett- a Vm:
aho) a péipa fogadia.

Az6ta'a mimisztérium i!hndﬁ .

kapcsolatot tart fenn a Vatikﬁn .

turizmusiigyi & szentévi bizott-
sfigival. A kapcsolat célja, hogy
'a Réméba ellitogaté toristdk mi-
nél nagyobb szdmban jGjjenek Iz

.| rdelbe is. A’ miniszter végiil még

leszdgezte, hogy ezeknek:a litoga’ -
tasokinak igen nagy a politikai ér-
téke, nem is szélva arrél,  hogy
igen fontosak gazdasdgi és turiz-
msﬁgyl vonatkozésban i is.
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