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DRAFT STUDY OF TRE DROPSIE STUDY 

Background of the Study 

This $tudy deals with the attitudes .toward other groups 
. ~ - --....... 

found in the teaching m.ate~ials us~d i :n Jewish ~le~~ntary~ 
. . . . . U\,'-!t:~ ~ 

and daf scilools i,~ the U.S.A. It · is· a:~ ~tte;mpt to ~a,- th.e 

. :manner in which Jewish textbooks portray other religious;· ethnic, 

or racial groups~ and also to show how Jewish groups·picture 

each other. 

Religioust ethnic. racial. or other coM!tiunities in inter-

. ,action, encountering outside groups · in coo;:ieration or in·. dialogue, 
. ~ . . . 

in competition or tension, may regiater · t~eir·attitudes tovard 

the others .either in a friendly, ne1:1tral form .• or in a hostile 

one. A reflection of any one of these attitudes can often be 

found in the text·~o:>ks o.f each ·gttoup.. Each culture or sub­

cu1ture tries to transmit to the child a certs.in ime..;e of itself 

. and of the outer world. 1n education, includi·ng religious edu­

cation~ the idea.ls and values propounded· and stressed are usually · 

determined by the value system and idea.ls of' the society in -
~7" reflecting· its domin~nt attitudes and t>e-l'iets. • . More-· 

over, under certain coz:idi ti.ons, . the school i t~eif arid eonse- . 

quently, to a . cert.ain . degre~, the texteooks .used, Elre .bound to 

have an impact upon the rising generatio~s, helping .to·strengthen . 
· · . Hfli.t'f_.t'ri · · · . · . . 

their valµe s;rste~. and ' causing lhem te>. react. in a specific. way·. 

The Jewish co:mmµni ty is no e;ice.ption to this rule. It ia·· 

the i'unetion of its sch.o"Jls, or reli::'.-ious schools, to implant 

Jewish ideals, to . contribute. to the survival of Jewishness or 

of the Jewish group snd to inculeat.e · 10Ya:1ty to .it, to aequaint 

the rising senerati:m with the .tenets of Jewish re.li ·ion and 
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""" culture -(as. the case may b~.J 1:lette, -too, the school and 1 ts 

textbooks both :reflect Jewish _ society and its attitu.dea; and 
/-.... . 

,.may' have an impact . u.Pon society by ~ass~ on to the rising 
"'--.-/ 
generatio??- traoi tio:P-s, values, ~d ideas. 

. . 

The present inquiry is c()ncerned mainly with the possible 
. . . """"' . . 

. impact of" the textbooks upoti . t~e . childr~n ~ ..the--~}) inter-_ 

· SrO~P .and 1ntf1-g~oup -,r;oelations. now do Jewish textbooks visualize· 

_ the ~ewish com:nunity in its relations with other communities. 

-with religious,. ethnic, and racial ·groups? how do they regard 
. . ' .. .. . 

the non-Jewish ~roups, arid ho~ docs ·each Jewi~h group .envisage 
. . 

its relation with oth~r Jewish groups? 

This project, con.ceived as a Jewish selt"-stu.dy, is one of 
. . . . 

. .. . 
several auton&nous .inquiries. initiated and encouraged by the 

out · _ 
American Jewish Committee, and carried/at academic institutions 

in the United States. . Tl:le Prote.stant survey wae ·conducted by 

D.r. Benhard B. Olson at ·Yale university Divinity .:ichool. and 
.. ·· ~- . 

studies of Cath~lic textoo~ks~oarried out under ·the direction 

or FatheP Trafford 1-Jaher or St. Louis. University._ ~·1b,ile thesb 
. i) : 

three studies do not employ _a unU'ied methdlogica.l appl'oach,. 

· and the research design~ are. not identical, .the studies share 

a common .aim: to contribute to the pluralistic soci~ty in 

which diverse gooups can live together ._without ·impinging 
. -. . ) - . - Ill 

upon om anothers freedom, by suggesting ways or alpi.nating_ · 

_ ·rrom religious education text~~oks prejudice of one group · · 

a .-:i:a.inst iiu:Sffthelj and to _help. implant in each an under~tanding 

of the other .. 

The Dropsie College In~ergroup Project was· carried out 

under the supervision of Dr. Bernard D. Weinryb, with the res~arch> 
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analyais, quantitive computation~, ·an~ p~eliminary. reports 

the ·responsibility of in-. Daoiel . qarni~k. .Dr. Meir Ben Horin 

served aa a'conaultant. 

This ~ummar7, Jqnqnr11 . p~pared -by the American Jewish 

Commit~ee, att empts to provide .in concise· form the maJor 

. rindine;~ · of the Dropsi~ study' o~· Jewish school textbookf• 

the scope, limitation.$, and proc.edures of the .survey. ; and . 

some necessary inf'orma_tion regarding t.he nature of _the Jewish 

school system in the United States • 
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The Jewish CoillDlUllity and its School 

Between 5.oo.ojooo . arid 5.500,000 Jew.a live in the v. S.J. 

~o~ay, .over @or. whom are Am.e.rican born.. The latter ~e 
mo'stly the sons and daugbters--and grands.ens . and granddaughter~-- . 

of the 1.imnigrants who came to this country during the last 60-80 
many of them from 

years • . 1D1sti:JxfwJ!Jll Eastern Europe. 

Each of the immigrant groups buil.t .up its own institutions 
! • ' ' (reli~ious. cultural, political, social~ ·philanthropic; educ~tional • . 

fraternal_, welfare_. etc.) Jome of them modified .. transplantations 
· · . · / ; in response 

from "old country," ·others spring~ng up/~o. new needs •. 

Thus there exist today in the U. S.A •. three. main Jew1.sh · 

reiieious . denomina~ions (modern Grthodox, ~~nslrv~tive, and ~e-
. . · .. . : . ~on- S"t t\~~6l)ut}.(. ~ l~ . 

form) ai:td a numper or~_-_Qr. ~~mi~sec.uJ,..ar/Organizations 

( 
·O Zionist, Hadassah-Womens' Zionist. group, Paley Zion. Religious. 

Zionists, etc. labor groups), eivic-protective {American. Jewish 

Colll!ll.ittee, American 'Jewish Congress, AntipDefamation League of 

B'nai ff'rith, Jewish Labor CommitteeJ, fraternal ·and/or service 

organizations (B'nai B1rith, The Nationai ·Councii of Jewish 

.. Women, Workmen's Circle, L.abor Zionist Order, ·and others); 

a ne~ all ~arts of welfare organization~ (Family Ser.vice, 

Child Care, H'eaith, Vocational . Service,, etc.), cultural, eduea-_ 

tional, recreational, and many others. To these -should be added· 

a number of institutional frameworks for aid to Jews abroad. 

Jews:, like other immigrant groups,, were confronted with a __ · 

certain paradox: on the one hand, the desire to assimilate and 

~ i.ntefgrate ·into American society--which means acceptance 
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of the vaE\les and'attitudes of the majority group;--and on 
-6. sh""'l\-t...t~ .. 

the other· hand, the desire to· maintain a common Jewish- heritage 

and to silrvive as a group. Unlike mos~ other - immigrants. however, 
- · in the 

the Jew{ came from ·a ininority situation b.mllxa count~y of immi- -

gration and was highly se.na.itive to anti--alien trends and· group 

differences in America. "seeing in them++rightly o:r wrongly--
- l 

a repition of European anti-Spitism." 
- - . . "" -

In recent years, what has been t-ermed/\ "revival df Jewish 

reli?;ious life" has _ taken -place. in the u~ ·s., for a variety 
. ..· . iJI! . . : 

of reasons (the ef.fects of the Nazi hol:i{caust, sensitiveness-
. . 

towards anti-Semitism, the impact of ·the establishment ' of the 
the. \'·b·,· ('tc ~\\t\\'C1'4S ~d+"~ fct"" . . _ _ : 

State · ~f Israel_," etc.) Memee~ship in .Jewish ·organization·s .is 
- ~ 

estimated to have doubled during the years 1935-1955. ~ 

Between 1949-1956 the _number · of' s~agogues ·affiliated with the 
. - .. . 

Reform movement (U-nion of .Ameriean Hebrew Congregations) 

increa,sed bax. 3.5. 2~ from 392 to ,530. and· those of· ._the -Con,-

servative movement (United.· ~yne.gog\.l.e . of> America) increased 

599 
2 

, 64.1%, from 365-- to '.) . 

l 
Bernard .D. Wetnryb, ''.Jewish ·Immigration and Accommodation to 
A':'lerica_. ". Publica.tions of the jewish His tozi-ical Society, ·­
XLVI, No. 3 (19S7), pp. JBO ff.• 400-402 (Reprinted in_' : -
Marshall Sklare ed., The Jews. Social Patterns of an 
American Gr~up, Glencoe, Ill., 1958, pp.4•22). --

2 American Jewish Yearbook, ·1950', pg. 154; l9$7, pg. 4; 
1958~ pg. 114. 
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~ modern . 
-MG those 0£. the/Orthodox gr·oup 

gations) grcw·:from 509 to 720. 

Je...AS\. . 
(Union of Orthodox Congre­,.. . 

To this ma1 be added as many 

a; 2,000 un~affiliated synagogues--mostly Or,thodox-~with 
lo..../ 

half a million or mo.re members. 

These trends run paralle1 to the general 9reli ~ious 

revival n in America. .However, whil& inst~tution&i rel.it;I;on 

. serves generally as a mee.ns Of Peligi.OUS ident~ication, · 

among Jews it. serves also as .a . symbol or Jewish group 1dent~.ica­

tion, but not necessarily solely reli<ious in character. 

:'fb.1le Jewish group identity may be expressed .in various 
.s'\~~~~~e««!lv . . . . . . . . 

ways. l!lal.;:H"' • rtfael, marrying within the faith (endogamy), 

and association with some B8rm of ·Jewish or~anizatlonal life, 
. enterprise 

the most purposeful 12J:&e for group survival is t~ought to be 

the stress that parents and leaders place on J ewish education· 

for their children. 

~ver half a million children are attending Jewish schoolS 

in Ameri¢a. Taking as a basis the data of the. fiational Study 

of' Jewish ~duostion. ro·r 19$83 ther-e ·were in . that·. year :553~600 
.. 

children attending some· J.l}oo Jetiish schools,· a 'growth or · 

1)1.2~ as oomn-ared -with ~948. b7 f'ar surpassing the estimated 

ratio or ·11ntbf growth of the Jewi~h child populution genera_lly. 

Am:}ns Jewish children .of el&lTlentary school ages (5~14) ~Ol:lt 

~0-45% attend Jewish schools--in smaller co?n.J;Unities at a much 

higher r ate (Camden. 

Arizona 89·.3%). 

. 
~ . J. &7.6%; .Savannah, Ga.· 96.4%; Tucson, 

If it 18 "kept in· minri that the average length of Jevillb. 
elementary seho~lin3 is 3 ·to 4 t ears. or less than half 
or th~ total · ~chool age per1od •• ~t~e esti mate that. 40.50% 
of .Je..,ish children receive Jewiah instruction at any one . 
time ..... :ould therefore i:" ply that well over 80~ or JewiiJl 
children receive ao~e Jewi~h schooling at fame ti.J#e during 
.. ha gf ~n~ ~Ac-o ~P Al~--~~e-- ~-~A~, n -• n 
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l'lie Je~sh pel.igious school ~ in-America is large.ly 

. supplementary to the public school sys.tezn with the pupils 

attending either· in th& a:fternoon when they leave public 
Sc.A-~'-~~ 

~chool and onA.Sun~ays; or on Sundays nlo~e~ Day (parochial) 

. schools accommodate about, l/10 of' the \•!hole Jewish school 
' . . . · 

- populati~n. ·The bulk of the Jewish . s·cbo1'ls are o:f an elementary 

character; only e. f'raction o"f the .!'&wish s chool popu~ation . 

,(6 • . 7%) continue. their Jewish stU:dj thr'.>ugh high school age. 

The period .of time spent. ~n most Jewish ~hildren 

in the ·Jewish school (with the ' excepti-0n ·o~ the ~ay school) 

is co1'lpara tively shQ~t. The average child spend~· in the 
· entire 

Jewish ·achool between halt a year and a year of the/ti.lr.e he 

sp.ends . in the public s¢hool~ 

3 . 
UtUesa otherliiiso i~ntified, all .rigures -come from this s·tudy 
as published in Alexander H. Dishkin and Bri ·z. · Engel.eman, 

. Jewl sh ~ducat ion in the United States, ·r, N.Y.: American 
Association ~tJr ~e~ish ~~ucation, 1959 

&. ibid, pp. 4.o •• !J za.,-'q ff 



The vase maioncy of American Jewish 
schools however, (88.5% of eo.collmeot) · 
are u~der congregatio~al auspices of the 
chree religious dcnom.ioacions, with the 
Conservative group accounting for 39%, Re­
form for 28%, and Orthodox for 21 '7"o· 
While most of the Sunday schools are con­
neaed with the Reform movement, about 
one-half of the weekday afternoon schools 

. are Conservative-sponsored, and almost all 
the whole day schools are of Orthodox origin. 

'P.moUmer.i by TypB of s~hool 

Full time day schools 
Weekday afternoon schools 
One day SWlday schools 

Total 

No. % 
42,651 7.8 

261,287 47.2 
249,662 45.0 

553,600 100.0 

P.rwollmen; by Roligic11S.Ctilltmzl Orinitt::ion 

Orthodox 
Conservative 
Reform 
Yiddish 
Other or multiple 

% 
21.0 
38.6 
28.l 
1.3 

orientation 11.0 

TOTAL 100.0 

THE OBJECTIVES of Jewish education as 
. formulated in the different curricula include 
knowledge (Bible, history, cust?~· ~ebrew, 

. Yiddish) ; praccices and part1~1pauoo, be­
liefs and attitudes (understanding of Juda­
ism, heritage, etc.) and a sense o~ ~elonging . 
and idenrificacion. Some ad.diuo~ ob· . 
jeaives .are: "to explore the t~chings of 
Judaism and the ide~ of Am:ncan .?ern~c- : 
racy for reciprocal mflue~ce . .. or . co l~· 
culcate . the universal 1d~ of Israel s. 

.· 

·! 

JEWISH RELIGIO 

prophets • . . . coward . . . involvement in 
service for freedom, brotherhood and peace." 

"values and attitudes are mostly oot for­
mulated as a disciplioe, but left to be devel­
oped by the teacher. As the new edition of 
the Conservative "Curriculum. Outline" ex­
plains: 

· "Values are not ro be ueared :is subject· 
maner, oor merely as verbal s!oga!ls and for· 
mul:is. They cannot be taught directly through 
preaching, discussion, or rarionali:ai.tion, nor 
cao chcy be acquired quickly. . . through a 
single course, or fro:n a speci:tl text O:l v:tlues, 
or ethics. . .. The child le3r as v:llues best by 
living chem and by W3Cching others live chem. 
•.. In school it is rhe reacher and the principll 
... wirh whom the child idenrifies. He al­
ways learns more from the te_::cher rh3n from 
the curriculum . ... The skill wirh which the 
reacher ucilizes various form~ of group discus­
sion co make siruarioos described in the con­
tenr studied ... releva:lt to the daily life and 
experiences of his pupils will coouibute 
greatly coward m:i.kiog these values function in 
their lives." 14 

s 
A ew words describing some basi dif­

feren s becween the concem of J ewi and 
Christi curricula may be helpful ac this 

istory is the hiscory of n echnic­
socia!, eco-

I ouis L. Ruffman and Ochers, C11rr1 lum 
Ou ine for the· Conirov:tionaf School revise di­
ti , New York: Uoired Synagogue Commission on . 
Jewish Education, 1959, p. 14. · · 



Character of Jewish Textbooks 

A few words decribing the b~sic tiiff'erences between tbe 
or 

content &:wt con Jewish .and Christian curricula may b& helpful 

at this point. 

Jud$is:m evolved into a historical ~eliGion \rlth very 
- . ...,.....-.-~ ~~ "-· 

iittle, ~~~?.t .. ~P~~~~~ .. ?P d~~~-;j, ~-.-~~~~~!:~~·~with Cbristiani~y, 
~;aligion. ;i;}]liJ;~,·~-~~~o~~~-;~~ to~ f~i th· an~~clr~ It 

is for the most part conc.e'rned wi th ob;ervanceof-th;·· legal or . 

moral ·code,, with good. deeds,and o thez- :t>ehafflr traits, and not 

with the .fQrmulation of a creed. 

Moreover, since the Jewish schools p·.~aee a strong emp}laais 

on "t'f>ansmitting heritage"- the curriculum i.a heavily weighted 

with "knowl~dgett suijects. Analysis reveals that the bulk 

(60% - 80%) .of time ~s taken up. with .language instJ0.1ction, 

(Hebrew/Yiddish) prayers. custom~ and -0eremonies. ~ibl~ and · 

some Talmud•-subje~ts into which exi:;licit iµter~r01:JP or inter­

relation~ do not enter ~ except insofar as the textbook 

may specifically apply the lessons Qf the past to current 
mention 

hi.story and/concrete religi::>US of Ethnic grQUJ>S in today' S. wor1d. 

(There is, of course, much mention ot Tloutaide" groups in "t;ae 
n · · · as applying 
lDible bu~ this study conaiaered intergroup references/only/to 

co.ntemporary group~; ancient group.a . such as the Philistines and 
es 

Moabitl$were not te.ken ·into account.) 
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Some indications· or how the various Jewish. scho~l systems · 

allot their. a·lass~oom: time . will show some slight differenoea 

with regard t ·o the mnount o:f. ·time in whi ch intergroup relations 

might arise; 

·1. The usual· Conaervat"ive 6ongreg.ati,onal School baa a .four­

~ five and a hall' hour week1y prograt!l• a.bout . three . . . ~ . 

2 •. 

hours ·of w!:dch ape . spent . on -language ·and prayer,. two 
. . . . .' . . . 

· · hours · o~ histor.y, customs, :ceremon ies and l}..olid.ays and 

o~e> han hour on art and song. Sinc·e intergroup ·con-

tent would most likely .arise · in . the study of b~sO~ry, 

lt may be. ~·een that · only · a rr,~c.tion. br(th~ .. that .two 

ho~ period would expose the children to integroup · · 

material . .. ?1uc~ the Sam& may be safd fOI' the :f.iVe . 

day Talmud Torah and ·tor the all day school (insofar 

as. the Jewish studies ~e conce.rned .. ) 

The .Reform Congreg<Jtional Sch9ol has some three-day 

pI"ograma, but. mainly two~d on~-d~y· programs. The 

. .. 

one-day programs ~e largely given ov.er tD history. custo.ms, 

c eremonies and holidays, as· well as ethics and h~nce 

have a · 1argel' rel_ative e~osure · to intergroup content. · 
. . 

The two-and three-day prog~ams begin to approximate 
. ' 

the situation in th~ ConseI"Vative system. 

3. The one-day sU.nday School Program, un1'elated to con~: 
'-._,._ '-...,_ ; .--.. I .,--.. , .. ~--­

gregational schools, is qsual.ly. arr.anged i'or very young 

children and hence centers around' btblic~l themes, . 

holi~ays. et~.· with relativel.y ' little 1:ntergroup -content • . 

. , .. 
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4. The Yiddish Schools tend to have relatively little 

intergroup content in the lower grades. In 

0 Mit·elschule" {~igb school) the intergroup (and . 

.8kll id~ological) content becomes quite important 
...... 

even in the "languagf0 mate!"'ials. · 

S.. 'l'h.e Lu~itcher "rel~ase-hour" ~;:;effort is ~1-
most totally devoid.. of' intergroup content. · But. this. 

is not the case in ·its .Yesniva program, partiouls.Dly 

the "literary" material for the early yearsand pre ... 
' . . 

teens. However, even here, the percentage of time 

spent on material with · intergroup content is snall .. 

6. Pre-teen youth movement materials tend to ~e devoid 

of intergroup content, and the older groups also show 

relatively little1 eeaeeine with these • 
. ' . 

7. The American Council ~or Judaism spends the highest 

perce.ntage of time with intergroup (and ideological) 

materials. Virtually all or their teaching activity, 

even when biblical themes are studied, relates to 

.current intergroup relations. The·y also have a well­

detined program.for differentiating themselves from 

the remainder of the Jewish groups and trends and hence 

even when discussing _plll"ely religious obse~vance are 

intergroup orient~d. 

While t.hese variations may. be attr-ibuted to the dil'ferent 

Jewish school systems, they are less true in the actual class­

aince there is a certaip inter~ 

change in·the·use of textbooks•-one group at times using text­

books published by another group. 
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;)erhaps the most important distinction is that the v ery 
~ 

nature of Cb~i s tian doctrine and teaching entails a comparia16n 

between Chrisitianity lllld Judaism; this is slmpl7 not true 

of J ewish re1 ·; gious teaching;_1~ ... ~1stianity was originally e. 

J'evi.O aeo'; ita beliefs and practices are rooted 1n Jewiab thought 

and the earlies' 14eologteal cooi-licts ooecuzsred within 

the matrix of Judaism. Whether or not a particular 0hris t1an 

textbook holds the Jevs collectively responsible tor the 

Crucifixion of and death of Jesus, it is impossibl e to 

set forth Christianity w'ithout reference to Judaism. Chris tim 

education t liUS emb:r-aces the encounter with Judaism in both 

historical and doctrinal c ontexts as well ns within the frame-

work of contemporary relations. 

In Jewish s.chool textbooks, on t he other hand, the 

Chri stian-Jewish encounter is for t he most part i n the 

c ontext or modern or rece nt times and is soeln l rather than 
( 

doctrinal and theological. Because of the nature of Ju :.~aism 

as a r olig i on (historical, r ather t han dogmatic), of' the 
0 

char acter of early Je,,..ish writings ( lack or men t ·i. on of J esus ) 

a nd the Jewish school curr icu lum, (emphasizing concrete subjec~ 
I 

matter) Jewi sh-Christ i an rel s tl onshi~tend t o be d& scribed 

pragmatic, a l ly. 

/' ) -;-':"- ! 
///A .t_.1 / ; /L·1 · 
(... ~~- ..... . ( . " .. , /) 

"// v 

The Chri s tian i nterpreta tion fr om Biblic a l oassa;~es s uc h 
as Isaia.."1 53. as h aving r e l evance t o Jesus are, of ~ t~ur se . 
not acc~pted. There e~i ~sts Jewish apologetic 1-1Aitings, roostlbl 
of the _PQiddles ~ges, vJh ich deal wi t h Christ tArlt ilv . h1~t: t-h ,,. ,.,. 
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Scope, . Limitations and ~iethodologz of the Studl 

The Dropsie Study inveat!geted a_ large sample of ·220 

items, 1nclu4ing books, plays and perio~icals; dra;.in_trcim 
. * 46 or:·~anizational and individual publ1sh$:rS._ Several 

criteria w~re used in selec~ing these ite~. The list o~ 

textbo~ks compiled tor the dationB.l. ~tudy of Jewish ~dueatiou 

. (195~) helped determine ~ich items ·are m~re widely used in 

the schools. DUt the obje~tive was to· include materials not 

only of the principtt.£ rell;oua "denominations" o~ Ju~aiam 
in the u. s., but alsQ ·o~ such smaller groups as the Axnerican . . . 

Counc.il £or Judaism)as vell as. the teJtt&publish.ed. by the mQre 

inportant centr~l community agene~es, Yiddish school orJani~ations, 

Zionist youth orzanizations, and inde?endent publishing houses. 
. . 

The aim or the study w3~ to a~certain what Jewish curriculUDl 

~aterials teach, explicitl1 ar.d by ~plication, in two broad 

areas: Jews in rel£tionship to non-Jews1 a.~d Jews in relationship 

to other Jewish groups • . To what extent do the materials rere~ 

to outside groups? What t~emes serve as oecasions ror inter~ · 

group ref'erences? · Oo the tr.ttteriaJ.s contain prejudice1, -and al.so, 
. . .. 

do they combat preJudice through at'.firmative, identit'jing .· or 
. ' 

eorre.ctive statements . a.bout other groups"?. 

Iri setting up procedur_es to determine bias, the aUllhor 

or this S.tudy was aware O~. certa~n problems inher~nt in the 

\'err purpose of' relisious 
ir 

A list of the publishers 
and langua~e . :type, · · 
appendix. 

scho~l textbooks. For~ whether the 

and their breakdo-wn.· into publisher · 
.. maT.• round in the. 
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.religious school is ·daen ae the . tr~s~~o~· a ~~41 or 

faith. or a sot or ·!llOrll and •thical ai:titudes • . or of ~07 

.identiftcat'l.:ln and loyalt1. th~ t·e~tbo~ks will periore~ ·.. . 

st~ss t~• distinctiveness of tne· partieul~r faith-particularlJ 

so in a pl.~alistie .a~iety wh•r& d~v~r~e · rsligi~us and. c.ultura1 

groups co-(!)Jdat in cooparat1on. competition-,. · ~d · aometimss · : 
.. . . . ' ' .. . 

.. · eo.ntlict. ~has is or1 the unique histo:ry • Tal:~~s,. and belief's 

.of the ingroup is thus neceas~ry in order to help separate ·1t · · 

1"rom the· surrQUDding commu;-.~t71 .but . theH _ia tbe hf!zf-ai•d th.at 

it m8..J encourage ••e a ·detensive·or P".>lemic&l ~ttltude toward 

the "othe?"s." 

~:oreov~. eacl:) re~1g1.~o.s c~lty has at aome point .in 

~sbbl'T su.ffe~ed at the hands of others. Reco~nting the&$ 

. . 
persons. explaining and Ju.stit7~ t~fJits plight and son;.etkies 

even turning ~ff()rlng i nto a ~ort or v.irtue. · Bu~ th~a of 

viotmlu.ti<>.n and par•ecl.Ltion al40 c~ll for th~ im:aze of ari 

opp21easor. This ia e. pPoblom ~or all re~igioua . groups·; but 

p~ticula.rly for .ravs. who have lived as a minoPitJ for . the-· . 

paat 2,coo ·years. A. desc~iption 6f the Jewish past which · 
. . 

omits t :-.e _persecution b ._. the Cttu.saders li!ho· exttm:ina.ted Jewish 
.. . 

c~.unities ir£ the ' llth A.'ld 12th centuries; the Ir.qui•itio:.: of 
- - '• . . . 

5pain and ?ortugal in tbs 1$tb thrvugh 17th centur1; th$ 

.., · <!hm!alni t%ky" ~ssaclres in the . U~raine ( 1648) ; the programs· 
. . '-'· . . . 

in esari!t. RUs oia ia ( l 9 • 2Cth ce~ tury l . and th• ~I•~i cat~t:ropb£ 
in our own ti.me would be a ralse and at. di~torted histoi-y. Ana 

it. vo..:.ld also be a di~tortion t .o . t~y tottb.alan.ee" . e .i:;.ch at~ry 

or peraecuti.;,n b~ an instance in which nori-Jews helped ·Jews. 
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These instances certainly deserve e. ·-piaee in the history 

book. and they provide an important corrective, but ~at 
· · . . _ . major 

in propsr perspective they do n~t chm~e the/pattern o:f the _ 

event. 'l'b.e auth.or or editor of -Jewish curriculUlll lll&t-erials . 

is' thus !"aced· with the di:f.fieult ;;robiem 0£ how t~ avoid 

falsify.iilg Jewish history \!diile ~t the same t:Une ref'raining 

- .from i.mprea$1ll8 upon the yoring the 1.ma~~& 0£ the victitnizer~ 
~1~s\t. ,..~~1;-~ · ,,_. ~\(h1.t _ 
~as persecutor~ an_d oppressors.~ . In the words, -

negative- ret?er-en_ces to .- the persecutin:; "others,. cann;,t be . 

avoided in -every eas~, ·· just as f'avora!)l~ images of' sell' 

are in~vitable ax-in the· case of any eo?m!litted group. 

Realistically, the problem of th& textoooksis there~ore 

le.ss whether they have any negative re.f'erencea at al.l, than 

how these ~easure up in relation to the positive ref~rence~ •. 

Do positive images o.f£set the negative one.s OI' viU versa? 

%MiX A th~U9;httul hm~d:J.iUB of' -the materiai.s ought not to 

~ield a · totally negative image of the outside. 

Tb.e Re search Procedure- .. 

· 'i':-.8 cor.cept or· "prejudice'• and _it.s Opfosite has been 

used here · ae an orga..."t'lizlng principle. Prejudice may be de­

fined as a way ot .feeling., a b~as ·o:r- di.sposition consisting 

of commonly shared attitudes of hostility, contempt~ mistrust 

or devaluation of the members or the particular social, re­

iigious or ethnic group,4 because t."-ley 'happen to belong t.o 

that group. naxA_ Its _ op;.~osite is not nearly the Cl~seneaL 

of pre_judice, but a pos! tive expression or· accepting a.~ 

acknow:J,.ed.gment· or. tru, . etfort to correct dist~rtion. Iha 
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analytiqal ·categort•a arei . . 

di!ltartion. 
. . 

(~. °Fi~st Ca?:!9 an i n8l'-1'nt rab~le of 
~hristians, a ragi.ng inob of Fren~bllten 

aid Germans w~o had taken i nto their · 

~ind~ to tare £orth to the Iloly .City 

&n~! to.· dri -ve 

·o~ I~h~l.11 ) 
out t"r~ thence the ~ons 

.. , -
~-Prejnd1ce: aece~tance, aci-.:;~wl~~•nt, · correction 

-
The Po;>e W-G& triendly. ije was opposed 

to t~e inquisit!on.r.) 

Tbtt taxtb~Jks ~ve been. quantitative~y anaJ.j-zed~ ·c.ountin;. 

the relati•elj .frequenci~s qt .prejudice·d." anti-prejudiced. · 
. . 

" and neu·~al Pef~rencee. • . Th,e '.JU'lit oC meaa~ntent ·was a .sentence 

·or ·a · pic.ture.~ 

Balance ·and Imbalanc.e 
I ' 

. . ~ 

A3 previous.ly DWn~ione~,. the p~obl~m ~a baa1cl!lly ·not 

... · tiihhther· a text contai.-ris. sane ne~.::~tive · o~ poaitive a~iuUncea ..:­

both are ap~ar~~tly ~nevitable--but the extent ot each • . 

Sentences .or ;¥ ictures ·with il~tergi..ou:~ ~~it~nt ~er~ sc~red . . 

6 . . 
Althou£h they vary in len~tb and !.;.pact~ sento:t.'ces are m.o:re · 
unir~rm than other l.,lQits or :ie~sureroent~ auch. a:a par&.g!"_apha 
or chapter-a. · 
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then rated tQ deter.mine whether the textbook ·was: ,.positively 

inbalancedu (txgx i -.e. contained niore positive than negative 

s '~atements-) o~ ·negatively inbalanced. The- ·· concept fl~alancen 

thus gives · an indication of the :A.irection in:_ Which the inter-

. group conten t is· oriented.. ; (The concept Qf' inb.alanee may. be . 

simply understood as the re1::;tive t'requeQ.cy . o~ pr~ and c·~n .. 
- ~tatements. b_ut in content .analysis,· the mathematical proced~e 

-£'or determining ·1nbal_anc~. is a 11 ttle m~re ~ompl1cated, ·because. 

the r.eutral statereents also enter into the tabulations. A more 

Qetailed discussion or these methodological question is· to b~ 

_i'ound in the app.en~x. ) 
·, ' 



?re;Occupation 
<::::::> 

The. term "pre 6ccupation" simply describes the extent 'to 

which. any given textbook. ~entio~ outside gr~ups.. !he "coefficient 

of prvccupation., is a simple mathematical per.centage, ex-

pressing the rstio of sentences or pictures having intergroup 

content to the' total number of sentences .and pictures in the 
' . 

,,...... ' 

· book. Pr~ccupation serves as the sort or index of the degree 

to which o~ group relates itself to othersllllXBX Tn the ease of 

the Jewish school, curriculum materi~ls dealing ~itb custolllS• 
. . 

cerem~nies, a.mt"holi'day~, prayer. song or language manuals are· 
. . . 

£or the most part, 0 introVttlted" and pay _little attention to 

the outside world. SiJ!lilarly, .purely relig ious textbooks. 

in ·contrast with Christiantiy, make few refere~ces to other 

relis ions. 
Whigh . 

· '!'he items w~ch t~nd ~o h.ave~cQeffleient · or preoccupati9n 

are. usually history, biogra~by, and bo~ks. dealing .. with eomparative 

rel~r,ion. Generallj~ it .is the subject matter· of the curriculum 
. "' ":- . . . 

rather than the _publisher tyPe (~rth~dox, Consarvativ~, Reform. 

Zionist, etc~) which determines the extent or preoccu;.ation with 

other ·groups. 

Total preocfiipation i n all of the 220 llramk curriculum 

materials anal~zed ranged from· 0 pe~cent to 89 per~ent. In · 

the :~ igh ranges of p~eo.ccupation~. however, . (61-89 p.ercent) 

there are only a limited number ... -a total of· 17 · textbo,~s, while 

in the low rar.3e5 (O - · ~O perce~t) there. are a~ost ha.l.f, 

precisely .loo .items, the rest being divided imong the inter­

mediate ranges. The total preoccupation f'lgure for all texts 

d:>ea not go beyo~d an averag~ of' i4 per cent. 7~ 
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7 . 
1 • . . 

-For comparison 5 s.ake· 1 t .should be mentioned_ that" the st. Louis . 
Universit7 study of Catholic :t~xtbo:lk$ revealed 8 pra01::CUpa ti"on 
figure of 51.4. percent, and the Yale Div! 1ty SchoJl study ot 
Protestant curricula (F&ith and Pre udice . Yale University 
Press, r. Ber • .son, .eveiled intergroup 
preocc~at~on 1'igl;lreS- raxiging front 66.5 pe~cerit to 87.9 percent· .. 
among the rour ~ax· lrot~stant. currieula analyzed. 

- : 

.. 
·. 

' . 



-17-

Five group categories were d6v1sed in order to olassU7 

and organise !f'e different contexts in which the Jewish text­

books ~t non-Jews. The group categories are: 

I Non Jewish Religious Broups 

II Non Jewish Ethnic Majo~ity Groups 

III Non Jewish Ethnic Minorit1 Groups 

IV Non Jewish R4cial Groups 

V Non Jevish Soeio-Econondc Groups 

These distinctions were considered necessary in analyaing 

the Jewish school material ·because Jewish history is the 

history of an ethnic-religious group. which includes social. 
cultural 

economicVtihd pol-itical aspects of group life. 'Cb.us. while 
.. 

Christian religion textbooks will tend to ht1D!!•tf7 write about 
' 

Jews qua Jews (with some var1atio~ such as"HebrewS"~Israelites") 

.Jewish textbooks will identi.fy non Jews in a variety or con~{(; 
,) 

.g.eF9 1 i.e. as Swedes or Russians (ethnic majority or minority), 

as Roman Catholic or Ukranian Orthodox (religious), as l andowners 

and peasants (socio-economic). 

The following table ill ustrates the average coefficient of-' 
preoccupation for the five group categories according to pub­

lisher typ1, combined mx average over publisher typa<3 and total 

coefficient of preoccupation per publisher type. 

rt ·wbO 
Tne forty odd publishers .tiult issued the text were or anized · 
into eight ~oups. The first rive denote orricial reft 1ou / 
deno~1nat1on• The Jiddish publicatioIJJusuallv stemmfft~8-. s 
semi-la'bor .naoup.;.., ,6, are t t th "J "' ~.oo •.ram 
"I b °"" ~ pu oge . er to make «111tm;g number six 
~um er se \·en covers "publications ot Zionist publica tions and • 
lin~ber eight are all others" including independent pub-

s .rs and central oom.~unity organizations and a;.re i 
bureaus or J&wish educa tion and private publishers.nc es. 
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, ~D.!lh-~ee~:.!t~io~n~s~n~d~=al•""'=o~e 
The at ma)or~t1 ot intergroup ref'erences in Jev1ah 

. . . 7 
school Jll6ier1~• are non•directioaal. that is, neither 
.. ~- ~ ./. I ,; . ,-: 

l~reJ~iiO'ed 0. ant1·p~jud1ce4. tlhen d1rect1onaJ. assertions 

~: A / t;be7 U'e ovarwbellllinglJ' poai Uva (anti-pre .Ju41oe4). 

</· '-~ .r,~~/pre Ju41ced assertions are rarel7 doctrinal. but tend 

/! · to · t>~~h1sto~1oal 1n contents in t-ecounting dh•tdaz historical 

1 11~~1enoe~~~1 ·t:_cmn~r or contemp./.arr pere~outors are railed 

,~· . ··. ;r:~~a~;1;:,:.:h:: :::::=::· ~ =~ l;::. to 
.. ..... ·· i · I · · 

, ;' an 'tn41vidual 9hris ti~ perseeutor. rathei- than the 
!'""' . ···.; ·. 

/ . e q:r:.~ ~1st1.in1t7 • vill· .. ·• ' be t~ to taak. . . -t . . --~ 

" 

Il)-:group categOl"J'- I (Ifoh-Jevi@. Religious Groupe) 1511 
/ ' ' . . 

. 
) 

I • l 0 

(·76) or the Jewish c~~1oul~ .ma~e:r1'1a ana~ped for ' t.i)l{! 
. - · · ; ( ~t1-p~~Judictf3 and 

stud7· shoved 1.mbalanoe, 88~ or lt poa~tive, ~ ~~attve . 

(prejudtcll. While the number or books shoving negative 
. 1· 

imbalance was, in absol~te terms/higher for this group 

category than any other category, the number or ;> osltively 
' 

imbalanced textbooks vas almost ei8}lt times as great. The 

negative coimnents were largely tound in books consisting or 
stories taken from popular Yiddish writers. These re­

printed stories and poems by Eastern European ~lddish 

writ~rs tend to communicate the attitude ot man1 or the 

oppressed Eastern European Jews--sametimes fearful, some­

ti=ea contemptuous and mocking t oward the European peasant 

around him. 

Bg "A goy ( ~entile) is a thier ••• a goy, alone, knows 

that he is a thie:f ••• we ha~ a sh i ks!_ .. (~entlle maid) 
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once ••• the thievish aOPt." 

(translated trom Yiddish) 

The verrf same ~ook, however. in.eludes such a positive 

"A priest vould never resort to lying.• 
\ 

' '. In gz.oup category II (Non-Jeviah Ethnic Majorit7 Groups). 
'-,r . 

4S~ (99) ot tb8 Jewish curriculumma~erials shoved imbalance. 

9?,~ ~~}.;;:pz-e~·~e and S~ preju41c~cl. Negative =::t in 
fl. ·.· • 

.. this ce~ego17 'm~j:dteated itaal.t' 1n several · inatances in the 
• 'T • • ~· 

1'<?~: ~i;/lnv1~~~1.aons betv,een cult~ea and 1n sene-:)"-

e.11~e~ -~~~-~~= ' · . 
.. , ~"I~ w;uld be un'Just to yiev the ohaaid' a _indulgence 

I . ~ 

/ ~tox1cating beverag~e in ~ eame -11~~.Qe 
; · eenaeleae drinking 

1

ot th~ Russf.an or . J>oli~« 
/ "..... i. • . •. 

., . eas~' vhich as a rol~ tranarorm1;rnto drUnken 

'b.easts." 
I 

Bowev~~· the varo~h and good feeling generated toward 

othtrcultur.ea. societies and states is to be round much more 

orten, p.µ.t1cularl7 aa regards the Jews• grra'fful feelings 

tovarda the u. s.: 
"we otten hear of Jewish contributions to American 

life. What contributions can you think of tha~ 

America has made to Jewish lite?" 

In several instances. pos·s1ble distortion is offset b;y 

corrective materiel: tor exarnple, a story wh1oh contrlists 

a l earned and sympathetic Arab with a rich, proud bu t illiterate 

a nd anti-intellectual Jew. 

I 
I 

\ 
i 
! 

I 

l 
! 
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ln group category- III1 (Non-.Tev:!sh -Ethnic lUnorit7 

Groups) i2% (26) ~r the ~urriculum mate~ial ~reyeals ·imbalance. 
967= ~os·itive · end · 4~ neg~tive. The. =-·p~eju~c.~d refe~·~ . 

enc& ~hich occ:urred in this category;Wti:S: '4c £6ifow~ng 
· ea:rriea:ta1 e 
cr•n•c•*-ws! 

"For ·l>'lBily 7ears ·the boy pev ~P 8.I:l.ong the 

· ~ick~ ~~.~~<· . 
Howevel", .much mo~e · ~haracteri.sti-c -~~e._ sym• .-

' . . 
patb.et~c and at.firmative outlook f:'orw.sr_d others gronps: 

"Try to ·trai.Ii yourseU not to react 

with preconeei <ved opinions townla~ · 

· gr_~ups outside your own exper ier~ce .• 

Try to tbirJt or Jbri!.i_tians. -- !~egroes. 

: .Italians (etc.) . ns individuals to be liked 

and judged in their .own right.n -

In ~oup c~tegory iv Ofon-Jewish Racial· Group~} 16% _. 
: ' 

(36) .of the materi~ls showed U.bale.nce.94~ anti-prejudicet{ 

and 6% prejudice;! The two instances or · ne~ative imbalance 

in . this eateg~ry ~e·sui·~ed · r~om . nn•s ~ar( icatUz.~- d~s.cription.s 
- rathe~ than direct ·hostility to the -group · involved. Thus,° 

in ·one story"a ~eg~o is 'described as ~vi~g ·"/e~tul. th~~k 
lips and ·big .white teeth." 

Her~ aga·in~ the positive ad &nt1-prejudiced c~ents .. 

(which out~e negative by 'Jf4 times) are iiiuch more: . . 

ch.araeteristie: 

" t""bite •. · Brown, black and yell·ow .... a.11 men 
: · .fr9m -·· 7 . 

are brothers. f~am one father, on(!io!~er •• ; 

one land--the world ••• one GQd ••• tbe d.U'feren~e 
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. is only the color, the rui"ture i s 'the same." 

In group cateq;ory V • (Ilon-Jew}.sh ~ocio-;E11:onomie Groups 
~ . . . . 

12'~ (26) . ot the ~aterie.l~ sh~wed imbala.nc·e. ~.ta 88% anti-
. . . . .. : . . 

prejudiced and l2;s prejudic~d. The negative imbalance 
. . re . 

tended. to be exPressed ·thrqugh hositillty and a:kjection 
. . 

of occasional e~icature, a~ for ·~~ample~ in the ·rollow-

i.nz two ~ · · · : . . · · .... . 

n1 was especially delighted when I · 

laid hands on a "?o:ish land owner .. 

I yelled ou~ ~n his ear and called. 

i~ +iddish- '~~ng the otner ·w~es. 

you cah pUre_hase, Jan.Uord) a Pariai~ ' : : . . . . . . . ... 

·bearta~h~:, ~Y mine :f~ll. upon your ·head!" 

-· 
. "'The peas~nt 

: ._ ·· .. · unpf etiirbed 

. . 
who rode with them . slept ." 

.. A> • 
' " . . . (:(.... ' . . >e4. ... ·~ . 
like tee tru~· B.feu. b . ·. · · · 

Howeve~. ~ sympathetic portraye..l of .. t~. striv·ings 
' . 

9f tzariou~ so~io-ee"onomic" groups -is a~ain>more charac.teristic 
. . ... 

or the curricula: 

.. "Today, . there are. la-=:s gi'ying workers · 
·· ·to . 

the right to or;zanize and/fight ·for 

their _demands. but in the be'gir.ning ·_every . 

s~e,p of t~1e - w~1' was ·a hfll"d struggle·." · : · 

If we compare the positive and ne~ative . state~~nt as a 

simple :ratio·, the abs:'>lut& value (whether postive -:ir nega~ive )· 

or the · rn.ll!Jber v111 tend ·to be ·very high and vi.11, in the· ease 
the 

of the Jewish acho=>1 :mate:>ials, reflect. J. great predominentL 

· of ·anti- :.:rej'udiced ·statements. qver pr_ejudiced. statements. · 

I:f the mor~ ::::::t:J_xJ 'ho~t.ficient of imb~~~c~" is- us_ed (which 

• " ,_. · • .,. --- L - .. ..... .... _ _ .:._ __ i ~:t--&..~--' ~'\,...- _ ...... _._, ..... 4' 
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value' of the positi:ve or negative numbers Will · ~op~ (Obv,.ouslyt 

if• given textbook .contains 10 Bnti-prejudiced· etatements. ·· . . ·. . . 

and one ~rej\ldiced state~ent it ia 90~ positive; if the same 

textbook also contains 100 neutral senten~es,the over8-ll 

positive imb~ce will be 1~,,er._ . In the .tollo~ing table 

we have illustrated both the simple ratio and the coef£icient 
non•· 

Jf imbalance for the 8 publisher types 1n the five ~ewis~ 

group categories. 

··!, 

·. , , 



----·· -"'--·. . ... . - . .... .. .. . - --- . - ---- -

Publish~r Type 
. Pei. ~ ~ -

(j 

GROUP 
CATEGORIES .. 8 \ .. · c~mbinel_ · l 2 3 !± s 6 7 . .. 

I N on- Jewish Simple Rati o ~100 ~o ~ 100 -f. 88 +100· + 87 - 71 499 .. -+ 93 _Re lg . Groups. 
: . 

Coef.fi cient 
of Imbalance ..r,.037 +. 007 -\- . 06J +. 022 +. 229 + .043 -. 018 +. 053 +. 037 

I I Nan ... Jewish 
Ethnic Maj. 

Simple Ratio + f.00 + 98 I + 99 ::: .. -f 93 + 100 . + 95 + 87 + 98 + 97 

Group Coeff i e ient 

/ 
of Imbalance +. obo 1+.023 +. 043 +. 010 -f.029 +oCE8 4 o004 .+. 0 27 +· 025 

~re. 

I ' 
~ 

IE Non-Je,~ish Simple Rati o - -100 + 100 + 100 + 100 + 100 f 86 -+ 98 . + 94 
Ethnic M-in, 

Group Coef.f icimt 
of Imbalanc.e - -. 029 '-'+ . 096 .d- .131 + . 500 : + . 050 +.1C4 + .J27 -+ . 118 

I V Non- Jewish Simple Ratio - - + 100 
Racial 

\ + 9. 7 -+ 100 + 92 . .. -. + 100 + 99 + 98 

Groups Coefficient · - 't..:. :.::-. 

o.f Imbalance 0 0 +.coo '~ +. 146 +.533 · -f:..129 i + .lll +.263 ·+. l83 
... 

·• 

'+ 98 V Non- Jewish Simple Ratio +roo +95 4- 99 t 92 · + 100 + 93 + 71 + 96 
Socio-Economic i 
Groups Coeff'i cient 

of Imbalance +0225 +. 014 +.009 +.056 +.118 +.OID2 @ +.063 +. 042 

\ 



· In ad~ition to - inv~stigating . ilka- ~ow Jewish sobool 
. . . 

textbooks write ab~ut non-Jel-11sh groups, ttq..s · study explored 

the . Wa'y-' . various .Tewish groups write about One another. 

The sam.~ methodological epp:roachwls used, and the analysis 

is based · on 'th~ :f.o-llcn.;ing group categortes: P.~ 

. . Clrou~ Cat~gory V.I . Inti'a-J~~ish~e'iati ons. 

VlI 

n VIII 

Group · ft : IX 

Preoccupation . 

Intra-·Jewish Political-Cul tur.al 
'Relations (i-.e., - Zionism, l!i:o-er · . 
910~) et.e.) ~Fr, ~) 

. Intra-Jewish Subetbnic - F.el~tiona 
(i.e., Ashkenazim and sef'ardim, 
German,(~a~tern_European Jews. 
etc.) · ~~- _ 

Intra-Jewish Socio Econom.ic 
Relations 

If preoccupation serves as an inciex -0~ one group's con 

cern with .anothei; ~d - or the tensi9ns between them,. there ·1s 

little of ~ither'_-iri th& pres:ent day Jewish eonm:unity in America. 

~any- . ~1r1·erences (c~untri o:f origin, langUae,e adherence.­

ideology) have been gradually disolved in the second and 

thtrd. generationa. The : nrillt_ip11eity or insti tUticinal: l~ya1tjea 
. . · preserve .afid - · · 

IU1az engendered by the attempts to/support _ partieularist~c 
. . 

trends lead &ore to a variety of introverted interests than 

to .tension between t_~e grou~ As ' resu.lt . .- there is. witl;lL"l 

the Amerlc~n Jewish . com::~ity today ve_ry .. little conrlict and 

dlal~g~e ab~ut basic problems of ~·&1 -th_t. ideology, attitudes 

and belie£s. The difi'e:::·ences have at le9-st been BUbmerged 

. 'ff. not completel-y :e~d.· ~ecd>nc iled.· . 
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'!'he-· sole ·exc~ption is probably the Ame:-ic.an ·Co'unc 11 

fo:r ~d&:~' Pormin~ -a .very sma11 ~o~it~ in .Jew~sh 

lite, and being a campe.rati~e newe-omer·. the Council · tends 

to define itselt in contrast or opposition -to other jewish 

tn°'OUpings. 
. . 

Less than 9% of th$ total 1esaon materials shov pre-

occupation with ano.ther ·Jewish si:.-oup.. There · a.re. however, 

· considerablf di.ff'ere~ces b~tveen o~e Jew: sh group an<i ..anotbfJr~ 
. · . · .. ~the . -· · .. · . · 

Preoec.Upation rangea ·rrom. 17~~mater1a1s ~UBLlSHED by Zionist· 

gi-oUps aiid 1$.6~ b~uncil for. Juds.iSll'l ~ovri to 2.zi: ~ 
the Hassidic-Orthodox group. , Intra-Jewish preoccupation is · 

revealed in t~e following table: 
. ~· ·. . 

{Mak~. ph.oto C_Qpy· O~ page 103 Of . st\1dy) 

( .. 

. . 



VI 

VII 

VIII 

IX 

103 

Average Coefficient of Preoccupation, by Group c~tcs~!ies VI-!X 
{ Intq;~-Jcwi~h), According to Publisher Type;C"Cornbir.cd. Avcrag~ ~ 
Ove·r Publinhcr Types, -~f:':.eisnt....-e~:eeeeeu.p-ati~1 FeP 

'!l~,.... .... :"11, .. ..._c fon G....,oup Ca .. '- ·· -s~-t e~ iTJ ·. IY ~~ - ::1. -Co www c o c 

Group Catec;ory Publisher Type 

1 2 3 ' !• 
C- 5 6 7 8 Combined 

Intrc.-Jewish Relie. 
;-lelatione .009. ;009 .026 .049 .132 .002 .002 .023 .023 

Intra-Jew. Politico-
cultur~l Relations .034 .ooo .037 .022 .017 .055 .144 .031 .041 

Intru.-Jou-. Subethnic 
Rela.tions .026 .006 ·.018 .029 .006 .oo5 .024 .012 .016 

Intra-Jewish Socio-
Econo~ic Relatio~s .009 .007 .012 .005 .001 .003 .008 .011 .008 

Total . .078 .022 • 093 .105 .J.56 .06.5 .L78 .011 . .088 
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•' . 

-Per lXlost of the lliJut publisher tyPes. it is. the . 
. . . . · . . ~ . :·. ·· . . 

category of" lntra•Jewish politicail}culturai retat-ions 

which ·ranks fir~t in preoccupation~ · ~ · In practice, · :. . 

most of these rerertdes ~e ~oncern~d llith Z.ionism • . its . .. 

h~story, leaders and .institution. Tt1is is readil}' under-- -.. . . .. .. ' . 

standable in the ligb~. ot the iril.portan~e of" th~ movement .. 
.and i .ts -achievements in· .recent years, includ.ing the establi,sh- · . . 

. -. m~nt .and de,,.elopment :or . the ·.st~te = ot IsraeL.· ·· The _ ca~gory -
. . . . . . . .· ~ . . 

- - -of Intra-Jewish ltefigioua ttelati~n5 which would be concerned 
. . ._ -. . I . ; . . 

with differences of bell~~ Anterpre*at1.on and practice • 

. ranks fi-rst :o~ly among Beform ·and '·c_.o:un~il ~or Judai-~ • . 

Direction alld Imbalance · · · · . : 

As in the le .s~n ma-terial deali~ ~i~h. /on:!rJews, . -. · . 
- . ·_ ~ntra- -

the gr.eat majority ot st~tenients de.aling· with ailla _Jewish /zroup 

:f e1at1ons were ~o:D-directional, t;s.t is,· rieu~ral or · aa_ctual. 

However, among those books er o:ttier mate~ials. which did revea1 
1 • • • - • 

imbalance., there was a higher . de~ee.'o.f neg~t1ve imbalance 

than wa~ revealed in . . the materie.ls d~aling witb , non~Jewish 

groups. Thia may be because .. the ' J"ew1sh edticator- and ·publimer. . . . . 

is not bound by' a minor-ity ' psycho1ogy when .·dealing with 

internal Jewish matb;!r$ and :t;eels fi'eer to .eriticize o tbe~ 
. . 

Jewisli gI'oups, or it :may be. because the ?'el.igf.ous and iucritriorx 

ideologica:l dif~erences between Jewish grou~s. are a s~urce 

or more vital interest. 

In .eategory VI. Iritra-Groul? Religious Relation·s_, only 

14 materials (6%) showsiir.lbalance .• 53$ prejudiced_ and . 

47% anti-prej~diced • 
. . 
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This is th.e only category in which tb.1'ee of the pub • 

lishert typEB show only negative . imbalance, one publisher 
. number or ' . 

type shows e. greater/negative.ly imbalanced · than positively 
' 

im)>alanced materials, and one publisher type shows an ·equB..1 
. ' 

' number~ or ·positively and nesatively imbalanced :material&. 

This miBht arise f'I'om the competitivenes~ of each of the 

reli~ious wir.gs ot Judaism witb one another. (But 1~ · 

i;Jhould be reme$bere~.tnat we are dealing with very small 

numbers here. Whereas a total 0£ 68 mate;:•ie.ls · shoved pro­

oceupatiQn in this category, only 14 were iJnbal&nced~ 8 

negatively and o 'posit1vel.1".) 

The negative rerex-ences tend to be .doctrinal·,. although 

.frequently _.placed in historical settuigs. ··For ~xa.mple,, the 

Reform wing of Judaism and the. American Council for Judaism 

occasionally imply that the services of the Orthodox are 

unattI'aetive and unesthetic • 
. .:;t-

eg One author speaks of ~eform as being/ first1 

.rran effort ••• to beautify their synagogue services." 

An American Council tor · Judaism. author asserts 

·that thr.'.>ughReform. nAll the i?nportant things that prevented 

Judaism .from becoming a great religion ••• were left out,~· and 
states . 
tm~tt1m that Orthodoxy followed 0 the old customs ·or the ghett~." 

on the other hand the Or.thodox group• both general and 

liassidic, tend to _ imply a character defect on the part of Re­

t'ormed Jews : 

eg "So called Liberal Jews are mostly quite·in-
di!'t'erent to all reli·~i-OllS. u . . 



.. 
0 U 1 tm· really hard. pre~s~d. OUJ' Reform Rabo5 · 

will .b& slad to fl-ae ~ .fieO!JJ my. oath.,. . · . , .. 

Hostility ste~:dng . ro~ or di~ected ·to the Con$ervative · . . . 

wi..~g is minimal. 'The~a was. only one .instance of negative ·iln­

. ·ba1ance. .. Yid~ishists abov little p~eoccupa.t~.:>n or . imbalance, 

although the little i3 positive. Similari1.• .the . non~ Jrthoc:b.x 

· Zionist an~ -·the ·He~rew language type:s show least preoc~upa­

. tion in _this cate~ory and ~o imbal~ce· . .. 

In gr~p .. categor:r VII~: Intra-J~w.isb .:·Po11tical . ~d Cul- · 
• • • •• • t 

tUPal Relations, only 40 ot the it.ems (18y;) sh.owed· imbalance, · . . .. . . . . 

. 9~ positive ~d ti% ;negative. ·: In almost _all .ca~Gs 1 -positive · . .· : :' . . 
irubalance . w~s directed ·t~.ward ~e· question :or Zionism Mel 

. ' the ~';;;: orf\1::!t: Mo:s.t reference~ to . ~hi~ . si,b jec t . b7 

.-the anti-Zionist Ame.ri'can Counn~l of' Judai~, while reject­

in:~ ···zi~sm, · W'ere . n:~-yert~elesa ~i~~ed·.· ·Th.ere was,. hoWever. 

o~e prejudi~e~. · ~etf&rence/ impiyi~e · a dlabor.~s~ :itotive on :~he 

part _or Zionists: · 

. eg "This ·or-;-aniaatiol'.l ·(Zior;imn) took ad~antage " 
. •, 

~f ·tne ~ay the 2~s.te.Pn J&WIS and SOm6 or the 

.frigh~e.ned Jews trom Germ~ .felt•" . 

In the cue . ot th~ .z~~nist . publics.t.io~ tne -z) ositive 

lmbalanee. resulted . .trom ·attemt-:ts ·to correct an :ex-me in 
. . 

nstion&:lj:stic - teel1r.#. . · . . , . . ~ 

n·~& national i~eal re.aches : .t"ul~ilment.~when 
. . . . . . . ~ . . . .. 

. · .. 

it is combined with ·a human ideal broader 

and wide!' in s~ope than. ·i tselt. ". · 

.. 
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In group category VIII,, Intra-je"fish Sub-E.tbnic · Rei~tions·, 

17 ot ~he Publication• ( 16;0 showed i;l!balanci;., Bil% P~.t'.!,. ~ 

lZ:fo neg~tive. In t~e very few I.}8S&:•tvQ. inst~c!!s1hos ilit_y . .J 

is e:tpressad towa~d Weste~ and. Central European Jews: 

eg nThe bi .. ~est foe.ls . in the world are the ·Germai 

· (Jews) ••• for a kl-oner theyt d sell. their o~ 

t'athers." 

Also occasionally the Lu.thuanian .·Jew, · who is tradit.ionally 
') . . . 

0~r·aa Y...issouri," that is,. skeptical in nature,. comes in ·£or 

$om& playf'ul rid'iculet but with~ut rejection a~ hostility. 

Ger.erally, the Jewish CUJ."riculum mat., .ia.ls ·J'eflect goodwill 

~o.ng . the dttrere;,:; co~un1tie~.: . . 

"All Israel are co~ades; -whe~ver th& Jew 

· and however difr~rent. still ~e . is Is.r~el." 

In Group category· IX, Intra-Jew:lsh Soc1o-Eeonomic .Relations, 
. . 

28. (l~'"of the items -aho-wed fmb~l~ce~ .:ill. positive~ l'lot ~ml) 
. . 

was t h is category conce~ned with the injunctions to be ch.&l'it- · 

able (as an important -function. _or'_. being a . Je~) .and the most 

di\:rete ·and eonat.:ructive f.:>r~s o~ eharit}', · bv.t also· with the: .. . . 
. ' 

injunctions 'to 8how· unde.~st_mdi~ and compassion for other 

classea. 

Again. ti' · we show the relat.i onship betwe~2:' prejudiced.· and· . 

an~i~prejudiced at~te:nents as 8 simple ratio, the . absoiute val uef. 

ot t~e numbers; whe~h.er ·po.sit.ive or negat.ive, · ~ill be .higher~ " 

If we· inclutl~ the . .neu~ral ststernents, the s.~ol1:1te -. valu.e o!" the 
. . . 

nUlnbers will drop • . Both f1gures .ar>e given on table I • 
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. . 
.·· 2UALITATIVE · A:1A~YSIS. · .· 

S,elf•Otber Image.a · 

'.)ur qUhtative analy.Sis. meaeured the degree and direction 

Q.f . interg~oµp . eon~e11t in Jewidh .. $cllOo1 ~~t.er~al.s • . ·Eut ·school 

materials· ~so co·n-~ain :3tat~ment~ ·~ whiel.i .- ~i~ not ret~.r 

to speciri.c . outgroups. but neverthele'ss deepl.y ei':t"ect th~-. 

image of rise~ and ~other! For ex~ple, a sentence ·sueh 

es ft ••• the hor:ror s~eping. the .. old wo~ld in those eenturies 

. ~f' · the C~ad'":vith th~i~ m~ess_ an_d ma~s:acres carried 
. . 

···out under the pre~ence or religiont1
· does not id~ntil"y .a 

s,ecifi.c c:>ntg;raoup, .~t .. aff'ords an idea. or how ·the autbor 
... 

conce.ives the environment at a certain . time~ ·Thu~, we 

have supplemented our qualntitative analysis with a quali­

tative analysis expressed in cl.ascriptive t~rros. ~hese · 

descripti.on5 of' ·the· fmage.s of· seU and . ~ther' (in tals c~se · 
1'other" means . both Christiana and otb.er Jewish grou~st 

are :here broken down by .Ort~10~0~~ · Cons~~vatiyer-e Reform .· 
. ' ~ . . . . . ·: . .. . 

" and · the ... A~eric.sn Coun~il' for JUdai_~, . t~e latte.~ 
0

bec::ause _· 

of its distinctive positio_r. which 'iepa:ratea it shaioply 

an seve-Pal ~.saues !'rom the R.eform. movement.· . . . , ; . 

~hodox . Imar:;e~ .. · 

~· - Judais:rn is · a .relig;ion of law Which has ab-
. ' . . 

solute· authority over th~ .Jew; adherence to the law results 

in personal moraiity ·and tl. devotion. to social: ends: 

· u.The see;et. (~.r success) 01".Jawish eommunal.-·lite •• _.. 

may be summed up in the concept of 'rorah ...... w:.~ich 

truly harmonizes the interests of. the individual 

with -the ne~cd.S ot so~iety; it ·drawa them i~to . the 
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service of the coxnrnunity.n 

R_eligiotis (Orthodox) Jewry· has achieved an exemplary 
. . . ' 

rightousness. and owing _to this rightousness ha~ fmil · . 

survived unbeliebeable adversity. Much of the Orth¢dox 
. . 

wir~ of Judasim has adopted tne conc.ept of Jewish nation-

ho~d. Th.is nationhood, . however, is fused to a .specific 

religious fol"?l'l and content. 

Other ·. 
Christianity 

When ·portrayi.ng Chr1st18lity, tho Orthodox generally 

employ a gentle .. approach but epgue the- social ·s~periority 

of Judasim; 

· ~Take Christianity. 

ideais ••• but lt ~t-ovi4ed no tool,1or their actual 

. execution. As a result, Christian theology 

has been .led to take a profoundly pessimistic 

view ~r :uan' s nature, perverted b.y" zigD.i:K original . . •, 

sin~ 1ncap~ble ~t overeonl.ing i~s 
.. . 

· inherenc evil tendancies. Dm.x. It . follows that 

man cannot shape- this ·world 1~ the spirit of God~ · · . 

. XML~&!UIBK.·~~·Jihli•.Xciltia~UliX.D:f! t:4P-liI~u.ui '. 
1•At best he can try tQ express all his this worldly . 

inciination=iJ .... and to loris for salvatior..-n·ot through 

meritorious works but through faith 1n the ultimate 

. de.st~ction of this wo~ld and in th& o ther-world.ly 

:Kingdom -of Heaven. '' · 



· · ·.rews 

"While the Jews had not onl~ the loftyideals 

but .al.so the means of' exucution-the mitzv.otb." 

. .n And aeain ! "Liberal. !'r,otestants· tried, in their 

:manner. to give deeper significance to ohriatian 

doctrines sna Sjl!lbols •••• Moreover; they could 

·always point to Luther who asserted tbe freedom 

and rights of th& individual; after· 1!111. 

Christianity is essentially a. doctrine, address• 

ing itsolt to m~•s beliefa allowing his actions 

ever ane~ to grow £reely rrom hia convictions ••• 
. . . 

Not so in JuC.si&n (whloh adheres to) ••• a law eom- · 

.fronting the individuaJ. with a claim to absolute 

authority and C!:ll}!;ot be challenged by personal 

· b&lief's. "II . 

nJu48ism is stignatized !!.S being .inf'erio:r to 

Christianity because it _does not st~ees f'aith 

but. law~· •• (but) strong per~~fonali ties who are- not .. 

· able to- submit (to rat th).~ .are i'orced to break 

w1th.reli3:ion.~ .. n · . ' 
. -

n~his d_if.fieulty. ·iS' · f .S:cad by ariy ~eligion which. 

, demands flsti th rather · than le ad.lng to it. (by lawl. n 

CMticisin of other Jewish groups, interestingly$ . is 
or 

sharper tb.an criticism ~ Christianity. 

Cons~n:ativa Judaism., according- t:.:> th& Orthodox authors, 

with historic continuity. Conse~~atives are· depicted as 

lacking a strength of their co~vietions: 
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· "Bet:;een the Orthodox and the liberal Jews 

ebt-..;re stands the svaying f1.gUr6 ot the· Con­

serv:itive Jew-those who have nei&her· ths 

3tre1:.gth to profeos .• ru ·.aiem nor thAt of re-
. . 

jeetins it: p&opl~ 'Whose.home- is conducted along 

ritual lines 1 but ru> not restric·t theWlelvee 

out.side their h .·mes; who stay. away .from bu.ai~&ss . 

on nab:>.ath, but rftc':Jive tbe ?l:!Ouey t~e post.-man 
. '· . 

. brin3s and t' it' necessary. clo~e · a deal to:>.'' 
. . 

-· · Ref'e>l'lll Jew/.lf'1 is st.lll l'lore $h&l'ply cr1ti~1zsd.. Reform. 

~Towry 1$ accusei:i ot dcct-it. lack ot int~gritJ, a.ud of being 

Q88S .~ti.ilationists" even· !LS VG?'e th& 2ellenistic c.Tews of tbfl . . 

~··ecea~~m · pe~iod.. :1·~fOrJ11 ( aometl,::·es · called Liberal) .iews 

are also accused. of reli,~ious 1ndti'1'erelitism: 

"So called ltbaral Jews are ~os_t~y ~ui·te 

indifferent to Ju,::aism aa to all religion. 

Thay have bro.ken with the traditional law·ot 

Ju·; a1sm. rn· the-ir youth they_- ·at1l.l h;eEa> some· 

· · thing about those vestiges or Ju· aism ··ti:hich . 

the reior:n movement · tole~atea •••• tibernl 

J'ud~iam· hes alir.o$t entlrel1·levelle1 the 

edir~ee of. Je~ish tru~itiot~ ; bUt des~lt• re-· 

~eated err~rts it hs.& no~. been able to pUt 

a..~)thing ltorthwh11e in 1.ts place. TD.us -it 

exh.a...Asta itselr ii1 a mere negation of tre.d~tion.: " .. . 

We r:.ay, po.rn.d-;>xic!l.UY e:;:Jugh. aesert that the 

reliJ ious consc i ousness 01' liberul Je>;e~· ·~:3 ts.r 
as they poas-eas any• merely .ccr:r r1t5es the.ir;>wn. a:war~-

------------~~·-~~~~· ~n ........ ~~s~!~. t-·~}a~t~~ne~ no longer reall7 adhere to the . Jewi$h .. 
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Zioniaa 

· The ideals of Zion ism are s~athetically regarded by 
.. 

Orthodox Jewry, but t he Zionist movement is criticized insofar 

as it baa be~n emptied o~ ~eliGious content: 

" :iy separsting the Jewish nation from i ta religion, 

Zio~· iam has sinned against the very spirit of 

history in lbich it believed in; for the Jewish 

national structUl"e n~ver harbored any other 

cul.turai content than the Jewish rel1:tm." 




