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-THE WEEK IN RELIGION

BY RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE

FOR RELEASE: Weekend of
Friday, April 7, 1972

SPECTACULAR GROWNTH OF EVANGELISM THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
MARKED BY VARYING COMMITMENTS TO JESUS, SCRIPTURE

A revival of evangelical fervor in Christianity is sweeping the world --

from the highly emotional "Jesus £reaks," to the "world reconciliation"
of Taizé, to the more subdued "Catholic Pentecostalism” -- and it has
widely been described as "a new Springtime in the Church.”

Amid questions and warnings, the revival continues to burgeon in
almost every region =- even behind the Iron Curtain and in the USSR itself,
according to reports.

Growing rapidly in the U.,S. and Canada over the last four to five
years with the advent of Jesus People, neo-Pentecostalism, new theatrical
and musiecal treatments of Jesus Christ, and even underground newspapers,
the "new evangelism" has been lauded, lampooned and lashed. But the
phenomenon, as some critics call it, persists.

Keying on personal commitment to the person of Jesus and involving
a new emphasis on Scripture, prayer and "things of the Spirit," the
revivalist movements shun institutional religion for the most part but,

in some, cases, are looking toward structural renewal.

What's happening?
-- This year, Explo '72, an endeavor of the Campus Crusade for Christ,

is ‘setting its sights on 109,000 students filling Dallas' Cotton Bowl in

——

June'for.training in evangelistic ministry.
-- Also in June, .more than 15,000 persons are expected to take part
in an international Catholic Pentecostal conference at the University

of Notre Dame.
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-- More than 100 Christian denominations and groups have joined to
form Key 73, an offshoot of consultations that started in 1967, to "blitz"
the continent next year with an evangelistic crusade.

Initiated by the United Methodists, the plans have been endorsed by
the American Baptists, the Anglican Church of Canada, all three major
Lutheran denominations, the United Church of Christ and even the Church
of What's Happening Now.

Branching out in all directions -- one of its weaknesses, some say --
the evangelical revival is not necessarily promoting church attendance.
But Dr. Martin Marty, professor of Church history at the University
of Chicago, sees "surprisingly concrete forms of a new religious commitment -
among the young."

On the heels of an overwhelmingly successful regional conference of

the Catholic Pentecostals (Charismatic Renewal) in New Jersey last

—

February which drew more than 1,200 leaders, several hundred youngsters
—_— e ————

turned out at a Catholic seminary in Huntington, Long Island, for the

fourth in a series of North American "preparations™ for a world Council

o 5 i’
of Youth in Taize, France, next year.

In 1971, meec;;;;h;;ZE‘EE*iazzéfs ecumenical community drew almost
50,000 young people from 75 different countries. Members of wvarious
international "cells" have met with youth in 131 countries since 1970.

While many American Roman Catholic bishops have taken a "wait-and-see"
stance on the Catholic Pentecostal movement =~ which now may have as many
as_EE0,000 members coast-to-coast, thé bishop in Rockford, I1l., broke

—— "-—————.___\\-

the ice and established a “charismatic" parish.

The parish has no boundaries, includes non-Catholic "signed-up"
members and is rooted directly in the tradition of the charismatic renewal.
Yet, for many young people groups like the Catholic Pentecostals

" are tied too closely to the institutional Church. True religion, they
h-‘__

——

hold, 1lies outside the churches.
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Establishment types, however, like evangelist Billy Graham, Harvard
theologian Harvey Cox, and the liberal Catholic prelate, Cardinal Leo-Joseph

Suenens of Belgium, have applauded the movement. .Some church leaders
believe that the "communes” of the Jesus groups are setting up precedents
for religious life today.

Kenneth D. Nordin, writing in the Christian Science Monitor, put the
new revivalist groups into three categories: those_seéking reform of
existing churches; those moving outside the church but staying within the
Judeao-Christian tradition, and those rejecting Western religion altoczther.

He said the Catholic Pentecostals are in the "vanguard" of those
seeking reform, while the Jesus People and the Chilcren of God are examples ~—
of those staying within the tradition. Other groups have moved toward

Eastern mysticism, Oriental gu»us and the like. The Hare Krishna movement

is one of the most visible of the groups with féﬁples in 20 cities.
.-“‘ *

Still another category might be added -- that of Satan worship and
. ———

the occult, based on real feelings that there is a personal power of evil —
in the world and that it is alive again.

Conjecture about the future of evangelical religious revival --
which is also taking place in some orthodox Jewish groups -- is rampant,
and many religionists have questionéd the theological staying power of
some of revivalist movements.

The former editdér of Christianity Today, Dr. Carl F.H. Henry, recently

asserted that the Jesus Movement has only a "limited future" because it

is "vulnerable to all varieties of excess and deviation.™
———— -

He said the so-called "Jesus freaks™ run the gamut from the abberatiocnal
to authentically Christian. However, he observed, the religious counter-
culture has led to some attempts to probe deeply into the Biblical heritage
of Christianity and that "many thousands" meet for Bible study and prayer.

One Episcopal clergyman in Denver is fostering a group of mostly
young people who meditate, pray and share their possessions with one another,

even to the point of taking temporary vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. —
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On another tack, an Anglican cleric in Capetown, South Africa, warned
that the Jesus revolution too closely parallels the youth movement taken
over by Hitler in the 1930s.

Dr. John Bowers said: "There are always dangers in a movement based

on emotion. It becomes escapist and intolerant, uncritical and easily
swayed to the excess of an emotional hysteria."”

Pope Paul, while citing certain "curious and bizarre" aspects of
_the "Jesus cult,"” observed, nonetheless, that "wpere the Church exists,
interest in Christ cannot but be lively and intense."

Implying that the current interest in the person of Jesus is part
of a reaction against attempts to de-mythologize the historical Jesus, i—
he said Christ now appears "more real and more living than ever."

For Dr. Eugene L. Smith of the World Council of Churches, the emergence
of the Jesus movement proves that people are unwilling to live in this period
of great uncertainty and insecurity without faith. But, he said, like ——
all mass movements the phenomenon of the Jesus people combines elements

He also noted that this renewed interest in faith is not limited

te Christians, stating that there has been a proportiocnately strong,

if less publicized, effort among Jewish youth.

In June, a five-year dialogue between Roman Catholics, some
':‘-l-n.‘_‘__-__ :
Pentecostal Churches and Anglican and Protestant participants in the
._________'_‘—i—-—

charismatic renewal will be launched in Switzerland.

The object of the lengthy dialogue will be to focus on the role
of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Christian and the Church. The

dialgoue will not direct itself to problems of structural union but to

the issues of unity in prayer and common witness -- an evangelistic thrust.
-—_—
The future of the Jesus movement -- now breaking up into "cults" and

—

institutional-type arrangements in many places -- remains clouded despite
the ocutspoken enthusiasm of many conservative Protestants and Pentecostal

Catholics.



RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE -5~ WEEK IN RELIGION
One reason is that while there is a basic fundamentalist theological

cast to the evangelical revival, including literal interprétation of the

Bible,; personal commitment to Christ and strong adherence to'healing,

——

"tongues," and other gifts of the Spirit, those in the revival are largely

i social radicals.

'They reject many of the material aspects of life formerly attached

to religious conservatism, seeking communal living and a detachment from

—

~—— worldly goods. There is also a marked de-emphasis on theology.

Archbishop BRthenagoras of the Greek Orthodox Church of Great Britain
warned last Fall not to judge young people in the Jesus movement because
of their ignorance of doctrine. "Their rsdiscover: of Jesus and their
love for Him must be the unique criterion of the Church's appreciation."

Anglican Bishop Eric Treacy of Wakefield, England, said the growth
of the Jesus movement "has something important and uncomfortable to say
to the Churches....There is a hunger for Jesus."

"Maybe their hair is long," he said of the "Jesus people™ in particular,
"and their clothes are weird; maybe this sophisticated world scorns their
simplistic approach to life. Yet, they are bringing into a sharp focus
things that the institutional church has lost."

One result of the growing evangelical revival, especially on the
college campuses but also in many prayer groups and communes, is the almost
total lack of denominational identity. The sharing of religious experiences

is very strong.

Protestants, Catholics and often Jews are enmesned in what has been

described as "a true grassroots movement" which may eventually spur

—

a closer relationship between all reigious denominations.

Undoubtedly, during its continuing evolution, the Jesus revolution
will sow confusion among the People of God, annoy the religious establish-
ment, and be set back by many of its own inbred failings. It has already

been accused of being "elitist" and "too structured™ in its own way.
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How well the new evangelism can accommodate itself to changes in
established religion, how much depth and how much staying power the revival -
will muster, and how significantly the move back to a personal Jesus can
confront the social dilemmas of today's culture are just a few of the
questions hanging over the evangelistic revival,

The answers are yet to come.
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Will the

Jesus Revolution
Revive
Anti-Semitism?

The Jesus revolution is not intentionally anti-Semitic, but
its peculiar type of enthusiasm and Jesus worship have been
shown to be principal ingredients of anti-Semitic attitudes.

RICHARD GELWICK



+ THE NAZIS’ demonic destruction of Jews made
many Westerners think it had put an end to the
folly of anti-Semitism by exposing its irrationality.
But anti-Semitism never died at the root; and today
it 15 coming into the open again, thanks to the new
religious dogmatism of the Jesus revolution.

Assessment of that revolution has varied. Some
view the ' Jesus freaks” with amusement or curiosity.
Some applaud the new movement as a return to
morality and religion, a rejection of drug use and
sexual promiscuity. Others recognize in it a familiar
American pattern inherited from revivalism: that of
individualistic salvation won through a religion of
emotion. Still others decry its anti-intellectualism,
its biblical literalism, and its naive assumption that a
personalistic religion can solve the world's complex
social problems.

Some social scientists and theologians, however,
discern far more serious dangers in the Jesus revolu-
tion. They have shown a possible causal connection
between a bad theology, ““Jesus is God,” and a social

pattern that discriminates against Jews, the “killers

of God.” That is, they perceive an interrelation
between a Jesus-centered religion and Hitler's mur-
der of 6 million Jews. We would be wise to take
note of their warnings. Not that they consider the
Jesus revolution intentionally anti-Semitic. But they
have come to the conclusion that this movement’s
peculiar type of enthusiasm and Jesus worship are
principal ingredients of anti-Semitic attitudes.

Charles Glock and Rodney Stark’s study Christian -

Beliefs and Anti-Semitism (Harper & Row, 1966) is
probably the most thorough examination to date of
the interrelationship of contemporary Christian be-
liefs and anti-Semitic attitudes, both religious and
secular. These authors find not only that old reli-
gious views (many of which have been repudiated
or corrected by church leaders) continue to pro-
mote anti-Jewish sentiments; they also find a causal
connection between certain types and forms of
Christian belief and anti-Semitism. The linkage
begins with literal interpretation of Christian
dogma: the careful theological definitions of ortho-
dox Christianity are converted into simplistic ver-
balisms that answer the need of religious certitude.
Thence arises particularism, or what Glock and
Stark call ““a disposition to see Christian truth as the
only religious truth” (p. 208). This outlook results
in a twofold attitude toward non-Christians: mis-
sionary zeal and hostility. Since “the faith is open to
all mankind,” the outsiders should be confronted
with the choice of accepting or rejecting Christiani-
ty. But if they reject it, “the hostility latent in

Dr. Gelwick is chairman of the religion and philosophy de-
fraitment, Stephens College, Columbia, Missourt.

particularism is activated” (ibid.). The danger of
the Jesus movement is that it thrives on the very
elements that, according to Glock and Stark, foster
anti-Semitism.

Concrete Examples

The alarming aspects of the Jesus revolution first
came to my attention on the college campus where I
teach. In a course on the Hebrew Scriptures, I found
myself up against a fresh Christian literalism that
refused to take an investigative approach to the
material. One Jesus movement student in the class
pointed up the problem when she said: “If Jesus is
God, and God inspired the Bible, then Jesus wrote
the whole Bible.” Such a reduction forecloses all
alternatives — for instance, seeing the Hebrew Scrip-
tures as also having a valid Jewish interpretation.

That same semester I undertook to lead a theo-
logical study conference for students from three
colleges in our area. But the proceedings were
blocked by a virtual sit-in by Jesus people. They had
signed up for what was clearly announced as an
academic theological conference, and they came in
numbers; but, committed to proclaiming their own

© views, they would hear no other. Eventually we had

to stop the conference and try to deal with this
conflict. It was never resolved. The statement of one
of the Jesus people explains why: "I thank God that
I don’t need any theologian or Bible commentary to
tell me about you, Lord. I know that you have come
to me and talked to me through your son, Jesus.”
Here the chain from literalism to particularism and
dogmatism to hostility was verbally manifest. Hold-
ing to a literal type of belief, the student was
absolutely sure of his faith and resented even the
views of Christian scholars who differed.

Soon after, a Jewish student came to me to ask
what she could do about the Jesus people who kept
trying to convert her. She had tried to explain to
them her own -views and tradition, but they con-
tinued to harass her. For example, coming to break-
fast she would find at her place a magazine telling
how an entire Jewish family on Long Island had
converted to Christianity. Events: like these give rise
to a concern over harmful effects stemming from this
new movement.

Destructiveness of Deicide Notion

It is in its Christology that the anti-Semitic poten-
tial of the Jesus revolution is most ‘evident. Jesus
people frequently advance a claim that neither the
New Testament nor orthodox Christianity would
make; namely, that Jesus is God. Such a claim fuels
the mistaken belief that the Jews are guilty of
deicide, the crucifixion of God. Those creeds of the
church and those New Testament passages that assert



the divinity of Jesus always do so very carefully, so as
to maintain Jesus' full humanity. But the Jesus
movement’s theology ignores the intricacies' of ex-
plaining Jesus' relation to God and states unequivo-
cally that Jesus and God are the same. Such simple
identification gives invincible authority to their
beliefs and justifies disdain of the non—Jesus person.

The deicide belief is destructive in two important
ways. One is described by Glock and Stark. They
found that the “killers of God” notion was a main
element in the public’s acquiescence in persecution
of Jews. They write:

Without the reinforcement provided by the deicide tradi-
tion, the link between particularism and religious hostility
would probably still remain. The simple fact that Jews
remain outside the “true’” faith would be enough to sustain
a degree of hostility. But it seems certain that this hostility

could be significantly muted if the deicide issue could be
laid to rest once and for all [op. cil., p. 210].

The Jesus movement’s “theology,” instead of help-
ing to lay that issue to rest, is reviving and teaching
it to a new generation.

The second way the deicide notion is destructive
is described in Richard Rubenstein’s provocative
book After Auschwitz (Bobbs-Merrill, 1966). A
scholar in the field of religion and culture and at
one time a student of Paul Tillich, Dr. Rubenstein
has developed some of the psychoanalytic implica-
tions of the mythic consciousness of Christianity. He
notes that the Nazis were really fighting two wars,
one against the Allies and the other against the Jews;
and their irrational preoccupation with extermina-
tion of the Jews at the risk of losing the war against
the Allies shows that they aimed at much more than
nationalist expansion. The Nazi movement was a
demonic rebellion against the moral restraints of
Jewish-Christian civilization and a drive for abso-
lute freedom of behavior. The Christian heritage of
hatred of the Jewish people as killers of God
provided justification for monstrous atrocities. The
Nazis really wanted the death of God in order that
everything might be permitted, and then served this
wish' by pretending to be the avengers of the
crucifixion of God at the hands of the Jews. Ruben-
stein points out a striking parallel between the
convinced Nazi and the satanic priest of medieval
times. That priest, he says,

celebrated the Black Mass, not because of lack of belief, but
because he hated God and wanted to invert normal religious

standards. Had he really been an unbeliever, he would not .

have been so dependent upon religion to determine the
character of his rebellion. He would in all probability have
found bertter and more constructive ways to occupy his time.
The Nazis were religious rebels rather than genuine un-
believers [p. 2].

While we cannot say that Jesus people are at
bottom fascists or haters of God, the realities of

Auschwitz and anti-Semitism are far too serious for
us to take lightly a new popular movement that
feeds a main root of Jewish hostility. Rubenstein
makes vivid for us the tremendous social conse-
quences of unexamined and faulty theological be-
liefs. Instead of being the innocent errors of chil-
dren, such beliefs may be the death sentence of whole

peoples.
Religious Origins Undeniable

The persistence of anti-Semitism in our civiliza-
tion has been explained by various factors: ethno-
centrism, the need for scapegoats in periods of crisis,
the tendency to stereotype groups and ascribe to
them the shortcomings of a few individuals, the
problems of the authoritarian personality. These
may indeed have been preconditions for violent
forms of anti-Semitism, though they are no excuse
for it. In any case we live in a time of worldwide
insecurity, and in such a time it is always risky to
compound the causes of anti-Semitism. For the fact
is that hatred of the Jews originates to a large degree
in religion. Glock and Stark face this fact. They note
first that many studies of Nazism apparently re-
garded the holocaust as so exceptional that it re-
quired new explanations — “the effects of education,
social class, ethnicity, personality factors, politics,
child-rearing practices,” the link between circumci-
sion and the “castration complex,” etc.- But they
missed completely the obvious explanation; namely,
centuries of religious prejudice.

At the same time, Glock and Stark test their own
thesis on the relation between religious particu-
larism and anti-Semitism. They find that while such
“secular” factors as education, occupational prestige, -
income, rural-urban origins, age, politics and sex
may be relevant to other forms of bigotry, they do
not account for the hostility against Jews. Logically,
of course, this does not prove their theory the right
one, but we can hardly ignore their evidence.

The revival of a potentially anti-Semitic theology
in the Jesus movement comes just at a time when
many church leaders are bent on removing causes of
conflict between Christians and Jews. Instructions
from the World Council of Churches and the
Second Vatican Council, as well as denominational
assemblies such as the Lutheran World Federation
and the House of Bishops of the Episcopal Church,
have directed their constituents to make every effort
to eliminate all forms of anti-Semitism and to
counter the erroneous teaching that the Jewish
people bear the guilt for Jesus' death. Maintains the
World Council in its statement: “In Christian. teach-
ing the historic events which led to the crucifixion
should not be so presented as to fasten upon the
Jewish people of today the responsibilities which
belong to our corporate humanity and not to one



race or community.” Also, the Jewish-Christian
dialogue is an active movement directed toward
exploration of positive relations and avenues of
joint action for both communities. Some theologians
see 1 this new situation a frontier for one of the
most creative of today's religious explorations. Ac-
cording to Peter Schneider (The Dialogue of Chris-
tians and Jews [Seabury, 1966]), for the first time
since the separation of Judaism and Christianity in
the first century there is the beginning of a major
rethinking of theological assumptions and differ-
ences.

T heological Implications

Is there manifest in the Jesus revolution enough
theological clarity and impact to justify our con-
cern? Some observers, among them Lowell Streiker
(The Jesus Trip [Abingdon, 1971]), contend that
the Jesus people are activated more by feelings than
by well defined ideas. The Jesus movement is still
too diverse and too spontaneous to have a developed
creed. Despite its lack of systematic theological
reflection, however, it evinces among its followers the
familiar behavior of religious dogmatism. The un-
critical use of scriptural passages, the repetition of
American fundamentalism’s clichés, and the bind-
ing of members into a community leagued against a
wicked world show a loss of self-confidence which
demands a leap to an absolute and often unexam-
ined answer. Nevertheless, the movement is not a
direct extension of fundamentalism and its revolt
against modernism but rather an authoritarian an-
swer resurrected from the pages of American reli-
giosity's history. Today's Jesus-obeying disciples are
new pilgrims seeking the fulfillment of an illusory
American dream — the dream of a Kingdom of God
suddenly attained. In their implicit and unrecog-
nized set of religious assumptions and patterns lie
the dangers and seeds of anti-Semitism.

Further, the Jesus revolution is reviving some of
the front-page controversies of the 1g6os. The
“death of God"” movement represented, among oth-
er factors, a recognition that to make identical Jesus
and God is to advance the possibility of atrocities
such as Auschwitz. Commented a Christian student,
after listening to a Jesus disciple’s “conversion”

appeal: "If that's what God means, then 1 would
prefer not to believe in God at all.”” Certainly, once
again we are faced with the problem of how theolog-
ical beliefs may lead to behavior that is inhumane
and contradictory to positive ethical values. Ironi-
cally enough, the Jesus movement could spark a
reaction that would revitalize the ‘“'death of God"
movement.

The threat of anti-Semitism emanating from the
Jesus-revolution is a concrete presentation of the
current problems of religion in America. Ours is a
secular society living on a religious heritage that is
but dimly understood. Most people lack the knowl-
edge that nowhere in the New Testament is the
claim advanced that Jesus is God. In the Gospel
According to John, for example, statements that
Jesus is the Word “and the Word was with God,"”
and that “He who has seen me has seen the Father,”
cannot be read without an appreciation of the
careful distinction between Jesus and God made by
the writer himself and of the special philosophical
appeal he was directing to his own Hellenistic
culture. Yet it is precisely the lack of such appreci-
ation that accounts for many of the worst elements
of our religious past. The dogmatism stemming
from biblical literalism — including the charge of
Jewish guilt — is accepted as true by secular people.
Glock and Stark found that the religious basis of
anti-Semitism extends far beyond the membership
of religious groups: “‘Only 5 per cent of Americans
with anti-Semitic views lack all rudiments of a
religious basis for their prejudice.” Though the
churches may be accepting the challenge of trying to
rectify the damage done by centuries of erroneous
teaching and deeply rooted prejudice, there is a
much larger public holding these views — views
gaining reinforcement as the message of the Jesus
movement is broadcast by the mass media and by its
own free-floating missionaries. It was not a large and
active group of anti-Semites that made possible Hit-
ler's persecution of Jews, but a small group which
was permitted to act by an indifferent public. And
the indifference originated in the unexamined no-
tions of its members’ consciences. Until Americans
become more selfcritical and more sensitive to
religious issues, we cannot safely accept every reli-
gious revival as an unqualified good.

For additional copies, write to:
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith
315 Lexington Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016
or your nearest regional office
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May 15, 1972
To: Religious and Communal Leaders

From: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, National Director of AJC
Interreligious Affairs

Subject: Some Issues Raised by Forthcoming Evangelism
Campaigns: A Background Memorandum

Recent announcements of a forthcoming series of nationwide campaigns of
Christian evangelism have begun to raise concern in the Jewish community
about the potential of these programs for intergroup tension and misunder-
standing. The intensification of Christian evangelism raises two different
questions for Jews: 1) How much of this forthcoming activity will be
specifically directed to the conversion of individual Jews or the Jewish
community? 2) Assuming that Jews are not singled out as special objects
for conversion in these forthcoming campaigns, what are the implications

of this "new evangelism” for the pluralist character of American society,
as well as for the unfolding nature of Jewish-Christian relations?

In response to the first question, it should be emphasized that none of the
nationwide campaigns described below is specifically directed to Jews or
the Jewish community. Nevertheless, those specialized groups and organ-
izations which are committed to winning Jews for Christ have recently
stepped up their activities. The American Board of Missions to the Jews
(Beth Sar Shalom Fellowship) -- a Hebrew-Christian movement -- has mounted
a direct conversion effort at the Jewish people through well-financed naticn-
wide television programs and full-page ads in major daily newspapers ("So
Many Jews Are Wearing 'That Smile' Nowadays'). The "Jews for Jesus" move-
ment and the Young Hebrew Christian Alliance (YHCA) have concentrated their
missionary attention on Jewish youth on the college campuses, apparently
riding on the wave of popularity of "the Jesus movement." The Broadway
rock musical "Jesus Christ Superstar" - shortly to be made into a film in
Israel - which was recently the center of controversy over the portrayal of
Jews in the Crucifixion of Jesus, both contributed to and is a by-preduct
of this movement.

The answer to the second question will depend largely on how these campaigns
develop, how effective they are, and in part, how the Jewish community, and
others, respond to them.

It is apparent that both the general evangelism campaigns and the specific
Hebrew-Christian missionary efforts will confront the Jewish community and
others, during the coming months - and perhaps the next several years - with
one of the most complicated and challenging intergroup and interreligious
problems. How to assure freedom of religion and at the same time preserve
the diverse, pluralist character of American society in the face of tend-
encies to regress to an earlier "Evangelical Empire"™ which imperially acted
as though Christianity and America were one and the same; how to preserve
the substantial gains that have been made in recent years in Jewish-
Christian understanding, and at the same time to communicate to Christian
evangelists that the Jewish people reject any theological views that require
that the Jews be "saved" by ceasing to exist as members of the historic
Jewish faith and people, are at the heart of this task of interpretation.
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In response to requests for guidelines and suggestions from the Jewish com-
munity - especially from Rabbis, Hillel Directors and Jewish parents - the
AJC Interreligious Affairs Department has prepared this background memoran-
dum* for the purpose of: (a) providing information about the various pro-
jected evangelism campaigns, and Hebrew-Christian movements; and (b) sug-
gesting approaches for articulating a Jewish response to these efforts in-
sofar as they affect the Jewish community.

CURRENT EVANGELISTIC CAMPAIGNS

One of the most striking phenomena in recent American religious life has
been the renaissance of evangelical Christianity. The period since the end
of World War II has witnessed an extraordinary advance by evangelical groups.
These groups are today growing at a rate which exceeds the expansion of the
mainline denominations and the rise of the general population. In recent
years, evangelical bodies have increased their membership 500-700% while the
major denominations and the Roman Catholic Church have increased by only
75-90%, barely keeping up with the rise in general population.

The contemporary evangelical movement continues to articulate the traditional
theological concepts of fundamentalist Chrlstlanxty but with increasing in-
tellectual acumen. The message of evangelicalism is articulated through

a highly skilled and effective utilization of the mass media.

At the heart of the evangelical thrust is the revivalistic ministry of
Billy Graham who stands today as perhaps the single most prominent religious
leader in America. The popularity of Dr. Grzham has given prestige to a
conservative Protestant message which for generations had been relegated by
many observers to the fringes of American life.

The articulation and spread of this evangelistic message has become in the
last few years a preoccupatlun among younger Christians. The growth of the
"Jesus Movement," the rise in evengelical seminary enrollment, and the ac-
celerated pace of young people choosing church vocations, all testify to the
fervor and spread of evangelism.

The last several years have witnessed a proliferation of mgjor conferences
on evangelism. Since the 1966 Berlin Conference, meetings have been held
in the United States, Canada, Latin America, Africa and Asia. These ses-
sions have brought together evangelists, pastors, educators and lay people
to develop strategy for evangelism on a regional basis. The next major
conference will be world-wide in scope involving 3500 delegates in 1974,
probably to be held in India.

Although evangelistic activity has chiefly been the concern of conservative
Protestants there are growing indications that mainline Protestant bodies

as well as Roman Catholics are being influenced by the intensified interest
in evangelism. Thus the National Council of Churches has announced plans
for the development of a new program unit called Evangelism/Celebration; the
World Methodist Council last year adopted a global evangelism emphasis to
culminate in a world conference in 1974; a world Baptist mission of Recon-
ciliation is scheduled for 1973-75; the General Assembly of the United
Presbyterian Church voted to increase its evangelism budget from fifty to

* The factual information in this document is based on research by Gerald

Strober, Consultant on Religious Curricula and specialist in Evengellcal
Relations for the AJC.
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eighty thousand dollars; the major Reformed bodies in America participeted in
an evangelism conference in 1971 and the American Roman Catholic hierarchy
voted to support a nationwide evangelistic effort organized by 100 Protes-
tant groups for 1973. (There are an estimated 200,000 members in the
Catholic Pentecostal Movement.)

Perhaps the two most outstanding evangelistic events planned for the next
eighteen months are the International Student Congress on Evangelism (known
as Explo '72) to be held in Dallas in June, and Key '73, a year-long effort
that will undoubtedly attract immense interest in the general as well as
religious media.

Explo '72 is a project of Campus Crusade for Christ, an international stu-
dent movement with 3,000 staff members operating on 450 campuses, with a
reported budget of 18 million dollars. Bill Bright, the President of Campus
Crusade, is the chairman of Explo. Billy Graham has agreed to serve as
Honorary Chairman. Explo is expected to bring 100,000 Christian young
people to Dallas during the week of June 12-17. The delegates are to meet
in 100 concurrent working sessions aimed at training them effectively "to
witness Christ" on their campus or in their local area. Bright, in dis-
cussing the purpose of Explo recently said, "Explo is a spring-board to

train thousands of college students and generate a movement for Christ which

will sweep our country and the world. We are seeking to saturate the entirs
nation with the claims of Jesus Christ in 1976." Explo will gain national

visibility through nightly television services from the Cotton Bowl. The
event will close on June 17 with an all-day festival keynoted by Billy
Graham, and attended by a projected 250,000 people.*

An indication of the surfacing of the ideology of "America as a Christian
nation" at Explo '72 is to be seen in a recent statement by one of the most
prominent leaders of the "Jesus People,” the Rev. Arthur Blessitt of the
Children of God. The 30-year-old evangelist said he "hopes to get Presi-
dent Nixon to make a public statement as to whether he is personally com-
mitted to Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior." Mr. Blessitt observed,
according to Religious News Service (March 29, 1972), that Explo '72 plans,
among other things to send teams of Christians to witness during the
national political conventions this summer and spoke of his hope "for a
man who has a personal commitment to Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord who
will arise on the national political scene.” He added that he expects
Governor Reuben Askew of Florida, who will lead his state's delegation to
Explo '72, to mention his commitment to Jesus Christ when he delivers

the keynote address at the Democratic National Convention in July.

Even more important for its potential impact is the Key '73 evangelistic
effort to be launched early next year. This program which has the active
support of over 100 Protestant denominations cites its aim to "blitz" the

conti t pext vear wi an_evangelistic cru e, "to nfront people with
f Jesus Christ b roclamation and demonstration, by witness

*0ther movements in the "Jesus Revolution" include the Inter-Varsity Chris-
tian Fellowship; Young Life (1,300 club affiliates); Youth for Christ
(represented in 2,000 American high schools), Teen Challenge; the Pente-
costals (estimated 10,000 members); and the Catholic Pentecostals (who are
committed to the Catholic Church). There are an estimated 600 Christian
Communes across the country.
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and ministry, by word and deed." Key '73 has been in the planning since 19€7
when a small group of leading evangelicals met at a hotel near the Key Bridge
in Washington, D. C., to share their desire for a major national evangeliza-
tion campaign. The plans have been endorsed by the American Baptists, the
United Church of Christ, the United Methodists, the three major Lutheran
denominations, and the Anglican Church of Canada, among others. Key '73

is administered by an executive director on loan from one of the major
Lutheran bodies and by a fifty member central committee. Its organization

is somewhat loosely structured in that each denomination will decide the
precise form of its participation. There will be, however, an extensive
sharing of materials and resources. Following the pattern of the Graham
organization's success, mass media will be emphasized.

EVANGELISM AND "JEWS FOR JESUS"

One aspect of the significant increase in evangelistic activity has been the
intensification of efforts aimed at converting Jews to Christianity. Most
of these efforts have been conducted by long established organizations in-
volved with Jewish evangelism, (American Board of Missions to the Jews;
Hebrew-Christian Alliance) but there have been indications of independent

or off-shoot groups formed to evangelize young people, i.e. "Jews for Jesus.”
To date there has been no evidence to suggest that the major evangelical
groups or personalities are directly involved in the campaign to win Jews

to Christ although the possibility exists that such activity could occur,
especially if the Jewish mission groups should succeed in attaching them-
selves to the major evangelistic events scheduled for the next several yearc.
(See attached ad from Eternity magazine.)

There are an estimated 100-150 local and national organizations of Hebrew
‘Christians. According to Christianity Today ("Turning on to Jeshua,"Dec. 17,
1971) , "Most mainline denominations have now quietly closed their Jewish
evangelism offices but independent agencies continue to proliferate, and
Jewish evangelism departments are still operated by Chicago's Moody Bible
Institute and the Bible Institute of Los Angeles."”

The Young Hebrew Christian Alliance (YHCA) was formed in 1965 to promote
"Messianic Judaism." It claims several hundred members among young Jews w:o
believe they are "completed Jews™ by following the Messiah Jesus. YHCA and
other Hebrew-Christian groups have sponsored Hanukkah parties, celebrating
Jesus as the Hanukkah Menorah, or Eternal Light of the World. In Phila-
delphia, they sponsor "The Hidden Matzoh" (The Afikoman), a meeting house &t
which groups of young Jews meet to sing, pray, and testify to Jesus as their
personal Messiah. In San Francisco, Martin "Moise™ Rosen of the American
Board of Missions to the Jews heads the "Jews for Jesus” group. In New
York's Columbia University, a "Jesus Week" was sponsored from April 30-May 5,
1972, featuring a series of lectures, films, multimedia presentations, and
concerts for the purpose of "presenting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior."
~The Planning Committee for Jesus Week included several Hebrew-Christians

of the Alliance Jewish Fellowship and Beth Sar Shalom Hebrew Christian
Fellowship.

In Miami, Shalom International produces training materials - including
"The Five Jewish Laws" - to help those witnessing to Jews to use "the right
terminology."
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According to Newsweek magazine (Bpril 17, 1972), there are "5,000 or so
Hebrew Christians who worship at the American Board of Missions to the Jews'
two dozen 'outposts' throughout the U.S.; it is estimated that perhaps as
many as 100,000 other converts attend Sunday services at Protestant
churches.”™ Together with some 60 other similar organizations, the American
Board operates almost entirely with money and ministers supplied by evan-
gelical Protestants, Newsweek reporte.

ERGROUP A INTERRELIGIOUS IMPLICATIONS

A number of basic issues are raised for Jews - both as American citizens
and as adherents of Judaism - by these developments which call for the most
careful consideration:

1) Does the revival of "the new evangelism" pose a real threat of regres-
sion to the early "Evangelical Empire" stage of American history which
equated the Kingdom of God with Protestant republicanism (see The Righteous
Empire, by the Rev. Martin Marty), and supported a Christian theocratic
conception of American institutions? Do these tendencies threaten to erode
the ground of pluralism, which made possible the liberal Christian under-
standing that the Jews are full partners in the American republic?

2) Can the Hebrew-Christian notions of "Messianic Judaism" and "completed
Jews through Christ" reverse the recently emerging Christian "theologies

of Judaism" which view the Jewish religion as a living, permanent faith,

a source of truth and value to its adherents?

For Jews to speak of the Jewish roots of Christianity is to contribute to
the enrichment of Christian self-understanding. For Christians to see

their relationship to Judaism solely as one of fulfilment and supersession
is in fact an act of negation of Judaism, for the daughter faith denies

the mother the right to an independent, self-determined existence by totally
absorbing Judaism within Christianity.

A pumber of major Christian theologians* have clearly affirmed that, on the
basis of the New Testament, the believing Christian must acknowledge the
continuing validity of Judaism. At the heart of the Hebrew-Christian

claim is the fundamental issue of Christology which Hebrew-Christians do
not appear to comprehend at all from the perspective of Judaism. The

issue has been stated forthrightly by Rabbi Jakob Petuchowski in his book,

Heirs of the Pharisees:

"To consider Jesus as the Messiah may have been, from the
point of view of the Synagogue, a factual mistake (in light
of the absence of a fundamental change in the elimination

% Professors Krister Stendahl, W. D. Davies, Markus Barth, Coert Rylaarsdam,
Franklin Littell, Roy Eckardt, the late Reinhold Niebuhr and Paul Tillich,
Revs. Edward Flannery, Gregory Baum, Cornelius Rijk, Msgr. John M.
Oesterreicher, Rosemary Reuther, Monika Hellwig, Dr. Albert Outler, Dr.
James Parkes, Dr. Johan Snoek, Rev. Joseph Fitzmeyer, Rev. Bruce Vawter,
Rev. John Pawlikowski, Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan, Rev. William Harter, among
others.
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of evil in history and other signs of the Messianic Age--MT).
But it was not a religious sin. To consider Jesus as part
of a divine trinity was another matter altogether. A 'Son
of Noah' could believe that the one God had divine ghittuph
(associates) and still qualify as one of 'the righteous men
among the nations.' B 'Son of Israel', however, was bound
to such a radical form of monotheism that he wass unable to
distinguish between a monotheistic trinitarianism and a
polytheistic tri-theism...A Jew who believed in divine
'associates' was simply considered an idolater, and could
not enjoy, in the eyes of the Synagogue, the status ac-
corded the Gentile Christian."

3) Should Jews oppose conversion campaigns by Christians directed at Jews,
and vice versa? Here, too, the views of Rabbi Petuchowski are instructive:

4)

"We admit that the wholehearted Jew and the wholehearted
Christian have no need to convert each other to their re-
spective faiths; they would, indeed, be untrue to their
divine calling were they to do so. But our world is not
populated by wholehearted Jews and Christians. It is in-
habited by the religiously uprooted, the spiritually des-
titute. Not every offspring of Jewish parents actualizes
his Jewish potential. Not every pagan born into a Christian
household does, in fact, become a Christian. The world is
full of only nominal Christians and nominal Jews. The Syna-
gogue has a primary obligation to win over the nominal Jew
to a full acceptance of the 'yoke of the commandments,' just
as the Church as a primary obligation to lead the nominal
Christian to Jesus, and through Jesus, to the Father. But
addressing himself to the mass of agnostics, atheists, and
religiously uprooted, one cannot always discriminate and
distinguish between those of Jewish and those of Gentile
origin. Church and Synagogue, in entering the marketplace
of ideas, must offer and describe their wares to all comers,
and must answer the queries of all questioners. And it may
well happen that, here and there, the Jewish answer will
appeal to the nominal Christian, just as the Christian an-
swer may appeal to the nominal Jew. Of course, Jews con-
sider a wide occurrence of the latter alternative as highly
unlikely. Why should the twentieth century be more propi-
tious for the Christian mission to the Jew than the last
nineteen centuries have been? But theoretically the pos-
sibility of a limited kind of 'two-way traffic’ must be
granted...But this possibility must never be more than a
peripheral concern. It must be granted and openly faced

in order to make a true and honest 'dialogue' possible.

It cannot, however, be the sole content of that 'dialogue’
itself. That can only be concerned with the tasks and

the challenges which confront us in common."

Is there a possibility that the evangelism campaigns with their emphasis

on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus may provide new occasions for
negative and hostile portrayals of Jews in the Crucifixion of Jesus?
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That such a possibility exists is evidenced by the controversy over the
stereotyped views of the role of ‘the Jewish people and the high priests of
Israel in the Broadway rock musical Jesus Christ Superstar.®* Writing in

a recent issue of The Christian Century, Dr. Richard Gelwick, Chairman of the
Religion and Philosophy Department at Stephens College, Columbia, Mo., stated
that he sees the "threat of anti-Semitism emanating from the Jesus revolu-
tion" on the basis of a "dogmatism stemming from biblical literalism --
including the charge of Jewish guilt."

To anticipate this eventuality, this writer communicated such concerns to
Dr. Billy Graham, who had repudiated the "deicide" charge during a sermon
at his Charlotte Crusade in March, 1972. 1In reply, Dr. Graham wrote on
April 18, 1972:

"I appreciate your encouraging comments concerning remarks
I made in Charlotte. I have made a point of doing this

in every sermon that I preach concerning the death of
Jesus Christ.

I shall most certainly see that this emphasis is made in
the forthcoming EXPLO '72."

5) On March 1, 1972 the Rabbinical Court of Justice of the Association of
Synagogues of Massachusetts issued an official decree declaring, inter alis,
that "a person born of Jewish parents, when he joins the so called 'Hebrew-
Christian' movement, abdicates his rights as a member of the Jewish faith.”
This is an understandable response on a juridical level but raises the
guestion of a more adequate response to the conversion of young Jews to
Jesus on the part of the Jewish community. Do not such conversions con-
stitute a judgment on the failure of our organized religious institutions
and our homes to communicate meaningfully Jewish ideals, values, and ex-
perience to our own young people?

SUGGESTIONS

With issues as complex as these, it would be foolhardy even to suggest
that a clear-cut plan exists for coming to grips with what is essentially
the situation of the Jew in the diaspora. But perhaps these starting points
may be in order as a way of beginning to approach these serious challenges:

1) Seek to place the question of "Evangelism and the Jews" on the
agenda of Jewish community relations councils, rabbinic boards, local
synagogues and temples, AJC chapters with a view toward initiating a seri-
ous, informed discussion and education program on the issues outlined in
this document.

2) Appropriate Jewish representatives who are prepared to deal with
these issues on the basis of adequate study and information should seek to
place these concerns on the agenda of interreligious and Jewish-Christian
institutes and dialogue groups. (Such a discussion has been arranged with
the staff of the National Council of Churches.)

* An analysis of this production by Gerald Strober is available from the
American Jewish Committee.
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3) Jewish scholars, skilled in addressing interfaith groups, should
be invited to discuss these issues in a constructive sp1r1t wlth 1oca1
Christian or 1nterfa1th ministerial assoexatzons.

4) Carefully-w;itten and balanced articles on these issues should be
placed in appropriate Christian and religious periodicals and journals with
a view toward sensitizing the Christian community to Jewish concerns.

5) Radio and TV programs involving the most competent and informed
Jewish spokesmen should be used.

6) Special attention should be paid to Jewish youth on the university
campuses with whom these issues might be discussed directly from the per-
spectives of Jewish tradition.

7) We would caution against panicky reactions, against baseless
suspicioen of all Christian motivations in approaching Jews for dialogue
or interreligious programming, and against withdrawal from the arena of
interreligious activity. Jews have benefited greatly and substantially
from increased Jewish-Christian cooperation in recent years: in revised
and improved Christian textbooks, in training programs for Christian
teachers, in massive Christian support for Soviet Jewry, and in increasing
sympathy for the cause of Israel. These gains must not be lost through an
irrational reaction to movements which rely on persuasion and not coercion.

Finally, we would very much appreciate if you would keep us informed
of any developments in your community relating to these issues, both in
terms of evangelical activity and Jewish programmatic responses.

ab
091172
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DEVELOPMENTS IN EVANGELISTIC DRIVES
STIR CONCERN OF JEWISH LEADERS

By Tracy Early
Religious News Service Correspondent.

NEW YORK (RNS) -- Developments associated with two upcoming
evangelistic efforts, Explo '72 and Key '73, have aroused apprehensions
among Jewish leaders. ;

The latest expression of thzs concern is an ll-page document sent
" to Jewish leders by Rabbi Mare ‘Tanenbaum, -nationdl interrvéligicus affairs™
d1rector for the American Jewish Committee here.

Rabbi Tanenbaum, a prominent participant in Jewish-Christian dialogue
activities, urges that the question of "evangelism and the Jews'" be placed
on the agenda of both Jewish groups and Jewish-Christian institutes and

dialcgue groups.

Such a discussion has been arranged with officials of the National
Council of Churches, he says.

Rabbi Tanenbaum warns Jewish leaders against "panicky reactions"
and "baseless suspicion of all Christian motivation in approaching Jews

for dialogue."

"Jews have benefitted greatly and substantially from increased
Jewish-Christian cooperation in recent years: in revised and improved
Christian textbooks, in training programs for Christian teachers, in
massive Christian support for Soviet Jewry, and in increasing sympathy
for the cause of Israel," he observes. "Thase gains must not be lost
through an irrational reaction to movements which rely on persuasion'and

not coercion.”

. He also notes that Explo- '72 and Key'73 are not directed specifically
toward Jews. Explo '72, the International Student Congress on Evangelism
sponsored by Campus Crusade for Christ, has the goal of bringing 100,000
Christian young pecple to Dallas for a week (June 12-17) of training

, Key '73 is a program to promote and coordinate nationwide evangelistic
efforts next year by a wide range of Christian groups, including a number
of national Protestant bodies and some Catholic dioceses. )

But Jewish leaders are apprehensive that groups aggressively seeking
to evangelize Jews will gain impetus by attaching themselves to these
national efforts. Such groups include the American Board of Missions
to Jews, tne Hebrew-Christian Alliance, Young Hebrew Christian Alliance
and Shalom International. Ancther group called Jews for Jesus is headed
by Martin "Moise" Rosen of the American Board of Missions to the Jews.

"It is apparent that both the general evangelism campaigns and the
specific Hebrew-Christian missionary efforts will confront the Jewish
community and others, during the coming months -- and perhaps the next
several years -- with one of the most complicated and challenging inter-
group and interreligious problems," says Rabbi Tanenbaum.

(more)
PAGE -4-
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Jews are concerned, Rabbi Tanenbaum's paper indicates, not merely
by direct efforts to convert Jews but by expressions of such general
goals as winning the nation to Christ and making the U.S. a Christian
country.

. Statements by some Christians that they hope for election of national
political leaders who are committed to Jesus Christ also have disturbing
implications from the Jewish point of view.

"Do these tendencies threaten to erode the ground of pluralism,
which made possible the liheral Christian understanding that the Jews
are full partners in the American epublic?" asks Rabbi Tanenbaum.

And on the theological side, he asks whether current developments
may reverse the movement among many Christian theologians to recognize
Judaism as a complete faith not requiring "fulfillment" by Christianity.

Southern Baptist Evangelist Billy Graham, as the most prominent
figure among evangelical Protestants, appears to stand in a position to
play a key role in resolving some of these questions.

Rabbi Tanenbaum reports that he wrote Mr. Graham after the evangelist
had told his Charlotte crusade audience that they should not blame Jews
for the crucifixion of Jesus.

In reply, Rabbi Tanenbaum said, Mr. Graham said he included such
a statement in every sermon he preaches on the death of Christ and that
he would "most certainly see that this emphasis is made in the forth-
coming Explo '72. Mr. Graham is honorary chairman of Explo '72 and will
speak at its closing session. He is also a leader of the Key '73
campaign

On the question of evangelizing Jews, Mr. Graham has taken a middle
course, making no direct, personal effort to convert Jews as such,
but appealing for all, "Protestant, Catholic or Jew," to respond by
coming forward at his evangelistic services.

A film produced by the Billy Graham organlzatzon, "His Land," pleased

also caused misgivings by its use of the theme of Christ as the fulfillment
of Judaism, and by interpreting the return of the Jews to Israel in terms

of conservative evangelical theology.

In his comments to Jewish leaders, Rabbi Tanenbaum not only raises
qQuestions about Christian evangelistic efforts, but also suggests that
the conversion of some Jewish youth indicates something lacking in
the spiritual life of Jewish communities.

"Do not such conversions constitute a judgment on the failure
of our organized religious dinstitutions and our homes to commmunicate
meaningfully Jewish ideals, values and experience to our own young
people?” he asks.

And in a list of suggestions to Jewish leaders for dealing with
the issues raised in the paper,he says: "Special attention should be
paid to Jewish youth on the university campuses with whom these issues
might be discussed directly from the perspectives of Jewish tradition.”

=-0=
PAGE =5~



TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

Gerry Strober
Allan Goldberg

"Sharing Messiah" Seminar - Explo '72

June 22, 1972

cc: Will Katz

Isaiah Terman

As requested, here are some observations and impressions on the mission to
the Jews seminar at Lovers Lane Methodist Church which, by the way, is a
very attractive building.

The panel consisted of Manny Brotman, Rev. Martin Rosen and Harold Sevener
al, Jews for— Jests,

representing

ssianic Jewish Movement on

and the American Board of Missions to the Jews, respectively.
seated at the same table located at the front of the pulpit.

'ﬂ’ley were
The audience,

eventually numbering about 375, was mostly of the under 25 crowd with per-

haps 50 middle-agers.

At Rosen's request, I saw about 12 hands raised from

those identifying themselves as "either Jews or Jewish-Christians', many
wearing Jews for Jesus buttons.

As you pointed out, the location was rather far removed from the center of
Explo activities. As I recall, the only mention made of Explo was at the
end when the invitation to dimner at Beth Sar Shalom was extended. It was
announced that there would be enough time to return to the Cotton Bowl for

the finale.

The~tone of the session was not particularly strident, there being little
I did hear a murmured "right-on" when Rosen

need to "sell" the audience.
talked about how good it was that many young Jews were turning to Jesus,

but that was about the extent of any display of enthusiasm.

Sevener spoke the least of the three and seemed to have the least impact on

- the audience.

He read from, and recommended, The New Jews.

It was the first

couple of pages of the selection entitled "The Celluloid Jew'" from which he

read.

it was to show the uniqueness of Jewish experience.

the message.
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It seemed as if there was same jockeying for position between Rosen and
Brotman. If so, Rosen probably came out ahead by getting laughs. He
managed this by relating his first encounter with Christian ritual and

his ignorance of it, with the very clear implication that all American

Jews are totally ignorant of Christianity. The most meaningful thing

Rosen (or anyone else) said was that when a Jew considers accepting Jesus

as the Messiah, he views it as cutting himself off from his history, cul-
ture, and civilization. He said Jews are brought up to view Christians

with suspicion due to the centuries of persecution at the hands of Christians
and for these reasons Jews must be approached slowly and with patience.

Brotman, on the other hand kept pounding away at "techniques" for talking
with Jews about Jesus; say Messiah rather than Christ, New Convenant instead
of New Testament, a completed Jew rather than convert. All three panelists
thought it important to refer to Jews as the Jewish people. After Brotman
would speak on how important it was to understand what turns Jews off, Rosen
would tell the audience not to worry about terminology or trying to "under-
stand" Jews -- "just be kind and patient". (Kind of like salesmanship vs.
seduction.) Suggestions for engaging Jews in conversation about Jesus in-
tluded talking about the Middle-East and fulfilling a "spiritual vacuum".
According to Brotman, since Jews are generally ignorant of even the Original
Testament (my words, not his) because they don't use it for prayer, a Christian
should read the prophecies for his Jewish friends.

Tonsum up, the seminar lasted from 3:00P.M. to L:LS5P.M. It was my feeling that
for the purpose of winning Jews to Jesus, misleading if not inaccurate infor-
mation was given out. There was no opportunity to ask questions of the panel-
ists. The audience dispersed rather quickly after the seminar and the conver-
sation seemed to center on transportation to the Cotton Bowl.

Very best regards,

<l

P.S. It was great having you in Dallas. You were a smash hit at the Flagship

_ program. Many thanks.

AG:ba

. Enclosures
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HOW TO SHARE MESSIAH SEMINAR EXPLO '72

Purpose: To better equip those attending with practical information and
materials to share the Messiah with their Jewish friends.

Panel of Paricipants

1. Mr. Mannie Brotman - The Messianic Jewish Movement International.
2. Rev. Martin Rosen - Jews for Jesus.
3. Mr. Harold Sevener - The American Board of Missions to the Jews.

Topics

A. Briefly tell us how and when your organization came into existence and the
areas of outreach from which you have had the greatest reponse.

B. What is basic to a spiritual understanding of the Jewish people.:

C. Wwhat should one avoid in w:tnesszng to Jewish people so as not to "turn
them off."

D. What should one emphasize in his witnessing to Jewish people (keeping in
mind their spiritual background)

E. How can you cause a Jewish person to become 1nterested in spiritual things?

F. How can you cause a Jewish person to desire "what you and others have?"

G.. How do you clearly present the plan of atonement in the Me551ah° (methods,

! materials, and demonstration)

H; How do you follow-up with Jewish people whether they find the Messiah or not?

I. What major questions do Jewish people have and how do you answer them?
(The Trinity, killing of 6,000,000 Jews, etc.)

-J. What is the future of Jewish work and how can one be involved with your

organization?

Concluding remarks - Moderator
Brief time here for purchasing or picking up free literature.
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L82-0588
June 29, 1972

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, N. Y. 10022

Dear Marc:

Mort Yarmon has by now--I hope--spoken to you about the rather large favor
we have to ask of you.

Dr. Peale has written a booklet entitled ONE NATION UNDER GOD for distribu-
tion by the Foundation for Christian Living to its regular recipients,
numbering about 600,000, and to schools that request it.

He has made an effort to make the booklet as nondenominational and inter-
faith as one can make a discussion of the religious influences in American
history.

Enclosed is a typescript of the finalized manuscript. The only thing miss-
ing is a brief introduction in which Dr. Peale quotes from the Supreme

Court rulings of 1962 and 1963 forbidding Bible reading and prayer as rituals
in public schools but urging the inclusion of material about religion in
classrooms. I e

Now, what we would like to ask of you is this: Could you take time from
your hectic schedule to read this material and let us know whether you think
it would be acceptable to the Jewish community for use in schools and make
any other observations you would care to make.

I would like to ask you to address your remarks to Dr. Peale, but it would
expedite matters if you could send them to me at the above address.

I hope this request does not place too large a burden on you. We would be
most grateful for your help in this regard.

Myron Boardman had a most pleasant visit in Jerusalem with the head of your
igtian hospitality program. Thank you very much for having the arrange-
ments made. . —

Best wishes,
Claire Cox
CC:hl



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

MEMORANDUM

June 1972
To: Religious and Communal Leaders

From: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, National Director of
AJC Interreligious Affairs

Subject: Some Issues Raised by Forthcoming Evangelism
Campaigns: A Background Memorandum

Recent announcements of a forthcoming series of nationwide cam-
paigns of Christian evangelism have begun to raise concern in

the Jewish community about the potential of these programs for
intergroup tension and misunderstanding. The intensification of
Christian evangelism raises two different questions for Jews:

1) How much of this forthcoming activity will be specifically dir-
ected to the conversion of individual Jews or the Jewish community? -
2) Assuming that Jews are not singled out as special objects for
- conversion in these forthcoming campaigns, what are the implica-
tions of this 'new evangelism" for the pluralist character of
American society, as well as for the unfolding nature of Jewish-
Christian relations?

In response to the first question, it should be emphasized that
none of the nationwide campaigns described below is specifically
directed to Jews or the Jewish community. Nevertheless, those
specialized groups and organizations which are committed to win-
ning Jews for Christ have recently stepped up their activities.
The American Board of Missions to the Jews (Beth Sar Shalom Fel-
lowship) -- a"Hebrew-Christian movement”-- has mounted a direct
conversion effort at the Jewish people through well-financed
nationwide television programs and full-page ads in major daily
newspapers (''So Many Jews Are Wearing 'That Smile' Nowadays').
The "Jews for Jesus' movement and the Young Hebrew Christian
Alliance (YHCA) have concentrated their missionary attention on
Jewish youth on the college campuses, apparently riding on the
wave of popularity of "the Jesus movement.'" The Broadway rock
musical "Jesus Christ Superstar' - shortly to be made into a film
in Israel - which was recently the center of controversy over the
portrayal of Jews in the Crucifixion of Jesus, both contributed to
and is a by-product of this movement.

The answer to the second question will depend largely on how these
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campaigns develop, how effective they are, and in part, how the
Jewish community, and others, respond to them.

It is apparent that both the general evangelism campaigns and the
specific Hebrew-Christian missionary efforts will confront the
Jewish community and others, during the coming months - and per-
haps the next several years - with one of the most complicated
and challenging intergroup and interreligious problems, How to
assure freedom of religion and at the same time preserve the di-
verse, pluralist character of American society in the face of
tendencies to act as though Christianity and America were one and
the same; how to preserve the substantial gains that have been
made in recent years in Jewish-Christian understanding, and at the
same time to communicate to Christian evangelists that the Jewish
people reject any theological views that require that the Jews be
""'saved'' by ceasing to exist as members of the historic Jewish
faith and people, are at the heart of this task of interpretation.

In response to requests for guldelines and suggestions from the
Jewish community - especially from Rabbis, Hillel Directors and’
Jewish parents - the AJC Interreligious Affairs Department has
prepared this background memorandum* for the purpose of: (a) pro-
viding information about the various projected evangelism campaigns
and "Hebrew-Christian'" movements; and (b) suggesting approaches for
articulating a Jewish response to these efforts in so far as they
affect the Jewish community.

CURRENT EVANGELISTIC CAMPAIGNS

One of the most striking phenomena in recent American religious
life has been the renaissance of evangelical Christianity. The
period since the end of World War II has witnessed an extraordin-
ary advance by evangelical groups. These groups are today growing
at a rate which exceeds the expansion of the mainline denominntions
and the rise of the general population.

The contemporary evangelical movement continues to articulate the
traditional theological concepts of fundamentalist Christianity
but with increasing intellectual acumen., The message of evangel-

*The factual information in this document is based on research by

Gerald Strober, Consultant
Evangelical Relations for the AJC. © = C o  culd &nd specialist in



icalism is communicated through a highly skilled and effective
utilization of the mass media.

The articulation and spread of this evangelistic message has be-
come in the last few years a preoccupation among younger Chris-
tians. The growth of the "Jesus Movement," the rise in evangelical
seminary enrollment, and the accelerated pace of young people
choosing church vocations, all testify to the fervor and spread of
evangelism,

The last several years have witnessed a proliferation of major con-
ferences on evangelism. Since the 1966 World Congress on Evangel-
ism in Berlin, meetings have been held in the United States, Canada,
Latin America, Africa and Asia. These sessions have brought to-
gether evangelists, pastors, educators and lay people to develop a
strategy for evangelism on a regional basis. The next major con-
ference will be worldwide in scope involving 3,500 delegates in 1974,
probably to be held in India.

Although evangelist activity has chiefly been the concern of con-
servative Protestants there are growing indications that mainline
Protestant bodies as well as Roman Catholics are being influenced
by the intensified interest in evangelism. Thus the National Coun-
cil of Churches has announced plans for the development of a new
program unit called Evangelism/Celebration; the World Methodist
Council last year adopted a global evangelism emphasis to culminate
in a world conference in 1974; a world Baptist mission of Reconcil-
iation is scheduled for 1973-75; the major Reformed bodies in Amer-
ica participated in an evangelism conference in 1971 and the American
Roman Catholic hierarchy voted to support a nationwide evangelistic
effort organized by 100 Protestant groups for 1973. (There are an
estimated 200,000 members in the Catholic Pentecostal Movement.)

Perhaps the two most outstanding evangelistic events plammed for

the next eighteen months are the International Student Congress on

Evangelism (known as Explo '72) to be held in Dallas in June, and
Key '73, a year-long effort that will undoubtedly attract immense in-
terest 1n the general as well as religious media.
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Explo '72 is a project of Campus Crusade for Christ, an inter-
national student movement with 3,000 staff members operating on :
450 campuses, with a reported budget of 18 million dollars. Bill :
Bright, the President of Campus Crusade, is the chairman of Explo.g.
Billy Graham served as Honorary Chairman. Explo has brought ¥
100,000 Christian young people to Dallas during the week of June
12-17. The delegates met in 100 concurrent working sessions aimed ‘
at training them effectively 'to witness Christ" on their campus '
or in their local area. Bright, in discussing the purpose of Explo
recently said, "Explo is a spr i

students and generate a movement for Christ which will sweep our -
country and the world. We are seek;gg to saturate the entire nation
with the claims of Jesus Christ in 1976.'" Explo gained national
visibility through nightly television services from the Cotton Bowl.
The event closed on June 17 with an all-day festival keynoted by
Billy Graham, and attended by an estimated 250,000 people.*

The Crusade is no longer confined to campus. More than 100,000
laymen are trained each year in lay institutes held at small inter-
church meetings or large denominational gatherings.

Its international staff works in more than 50 countries. (Bright
and his group are out "to evangelize the world by 1980.") Their . .
main multi-million dollars headquarters is at Arrowhead Springs
near San Bernadino, California., The Crusade operates centers in
Manila, London, Switzerland and Mexico.

An indication of the surfacing of the ideology of "America as a
Christian nation' at Explo '72 is to be seen in a recent statement '
by one of the most prominent leaders of the "Jesus People," the ‘y
Rev, Arthur Blessitt of the Children of God. The 30-year old
evangelist said he '"hopes to get President Nixon to make a public
statement as to whether he is personally committed to Jesus Christ
as his Lord and Savior." Mr. Blessitt observed, according to
Religious News Service (March 29, 1972), that Explo '72 plans,
among other things, to send teams of Christians to witness during
the national political conventions this summer and spoke of his
hope "for a man who has a personal commitment to Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord who will arise on the national political scene.,"
He added that he expects Governor Reuben Askew of Florida, who led

* Other movements in the 'Jesus Revolution'" include the Inter- .
Varsity Christian Fellowship; Young Life (1,300 club affiliates);
Youth for Christ (represented in 2,000 American high schools),

Teen Challenge; The Pentecostals (estimated 10,000 members); and

the Catholic Pentecostals (who are committed to the Catholic Church).

There are an estimated 600 Christian commmes across the country.,
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his state's delegation to Explo '72, would mention his commitment”’
to Jesus Christ when he delivers the keynote address at the Demo-
cratic National Convention in July. :

Even more important for its potential impact is the Key '73 evan-
gelistic effort to be launched early next year. This program “
which has the active support of over 100 Protestant denominations
cites its aim to “blltz" the continent next year with an evangel-
istic crusade, "'to share with every person in North America more
fully and more forcefully the claims and ind message of the Gospel of

Jesus Christ, to confront people “with the gosggl of Jesus Christ

by proclamation and demonstration, by witness and ministry, by

word and deed." Key '73 has been in the plamming since September '
28th = 30th, 1967, when a small group of leading evangelicals met
at a hotel near the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Arlington, Va., to
share their desire for a major national evangelization campaign.
The plans have been endorsed by the American Baptists, the United'’:
Church of Christ, the United Methodists, the three major Lutheran,
denominations, and the Anglican Church of Canada, among others,

Key '73 is administered by an executive director on loan from one .
of the major Lutheran bodies and by a fifty member central commit~
tee. 1Its organization is somethat loosely structured in that each -
denomination will decide the precise form of its participation.
There will be, however, an extensive sharing of materials and re-
sources. Following the pattern of the Graham organization's suc-
cess, mass media will be emphasized.

EVANGELISM AND "JEWS FOR JESUS'

One aspect of the significant increase in evangelistic activity has
been the intensification of efforts aimed at converting Jews to
Christianity. Most of these efforts have been conducted by long-
established organizations involved with Jewish evangelism (American
Board of Missions to the Jews; Hebrew-Christian Alliance) but there
have been indications of independent or off-shoot groups formed to.
evangelize young people, i.e. "Jews for Jesus." To date there has
been no evidence to suggest that the major evangelical groups or ‘
personalities are directly involved in the campaign to win Jews to '
Christ, although the possibility exists that such activity could
occur, especially if the Jewish mission groups should succeed in
attaching themselves to the major evangelistic events scheduled for
the next several years. (See attached ad from Eternity magazine.)

There are an estimated 100-150 local and national organizations of :
"Hebrew Christians." According to Christianity Today ("Turning on
tqﬁeshu&," Dec. 17, 1971), "Most mainline denominations have now
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quietly closed their Jewish evangelism offices but independent .
agencies continue to proliferate, and Jewish evangelism departments
are still operated by Chicago's Moody Bible Institute and the Bible
Institute of Los Angeles."

The Young Hebrew Christian Alliance (YHCA) was formed in 1965 to
promote ''"Messianic Judaism.'" It claims several hundred members
among young Jews who believe they are ''completed Jews'" by following
the Messiah Jesus. YHCA and other ''Hebrew-Christiamn" groups have
sponsored Hanukkah parties, celebrating Jesus as the Hanukkah _
Menorah, or Eternal Light of the World. In Philadelphia, they spon-
sor '"The Hidden Matzoh" (The Afikoman), a meeting house at which .
groups of young Jews meet to sing, pray, and testify to Jesus as
their personal Messiah. In San Francisco, Martin "Moise'" Rosen

of the American Board of Missions to the Jews heads the ''Jews for
Jesus' group. In New York's Columbia University, a "Jesus Week"
was sponsored from April 30 to May 5, 1972, featuring a series of
lectures, films,multimedia presentations, and concerts for the
purpose of "presenting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior." The
Planning Committee for Jesus Week included several‘nebrew-Christians
of the Alliance Jewish Fellowship and Beth Sar Shalom '"Hebrew-
Christian' Fellowship.

In Miami, Shalom International produces training materials - in-
cluding "The Five Jewish Laws' - to help those witnessing to Jews
to use "the right terminology."

According to Newsweek magazine (April 17, 1972), there are "5,000
or so 'Hebrew Christians' who worship at the American Board of
Missions to the Jews' two dozen 'outposts' throughout the U.S.; it
1s estimated that perhaps as many as 100,000 other converts attend.
Sunday services at Protestant churches.'" Together with some 60
other similar organizations, the American Board operates almost
entirely with money and ministers supplied by evangelical Protes-
tants, Newsweek reports. -

In a survey conducted among B'nai B'rith Hillel directors and coun-
- sellors at 80 college and university campuses, the Hillel Founda~
tions report (Comment from the Campus: The 'Jesus Freaks' by Samuel
Z, Fishman) that 50 out of the 80 schools surveyed report activities
by one or more conversionary groups. While only 15 of the 50 cam=-
puses reported that Jewish students have been converted by campus
evangelists, schools such as the University of Michigan, U.C.L.A.
and the University of Pennsylvania estimated the incidence of Jewish
conversion to Christianity was as high as 25 or 30, According to
Time magazine (June 12, 1972), Rabbi Samuel Cunin of UCLA estimates
that '"young Jews are converting to Christianity at the rate of 6,000

to 7,000 a year," He provides no data on which he bases his statement.
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The Hillel survey makes the following observations about the moti-
vations for Jewish apostasy:

"Analysis of students who have responded positively to the
temptations of the Jesus movement reveals several types
of background. For a number of individuals the attrac-
tion seems to be the current step in a series of experi-
ments, and follows involvement with drugs, transcendental
meditation, Eastern religion, astrology, etc. It is the
latest manifestation of the student's fundamental rejec~
tion of family, synagogue, and community. The articula=
tion of the reasons for such rejection touches many points.
In some instances there is a long history of personal con-
flict between parent and child. In other cases, in the
words of one respondent to the survey, 'some Jewish stu-
dents seem to welcome a change from stilted, middle-class
Jewish values to a hippy, primitive, fundamentalist life-
style.' A number of the converts have been encountered
by the Hillel director in counselling situations, out of
which has come an indication that psychological factors
play a decisive role in accounting for the students'
behavior. One director described a young man whom he had
counselled as 'shy, withdrawn, and rejected by his peers.'
Another told of a boy who was 'always in trouble, jealous
of his older sisters, unhappy with himself, and in con-
stant conflict with his parents,'

"The relegation of all 'students for Jesus' to the category
of the emotionally disturbed would be a gross simplifica-
tion, for it would overlook significant factors in the per-
sonal histories of those who do not show signs of personal-
ity disruption, From various parts of the country there
are reports about individuals who 'come from a Yeshiva back-
ground’ or have had 'very positive and strong Jewish back<
grounds,' or who 'do not see themselves as being in conflict
with their parents or their community.' The descriptions of
these young people focus on one central issue: the true
meaning of faith. One student reported that she had never
heard her rabbi or teachers discuss this fundamental ques~-
tion, Another indicated that for him Judaism had been pre-
sented only in its ethnic and cultural dimensions, without
reference to issues of faith or belief. Others claimed that
they had never had a genuine spiritual experience within the
Jewish setting., Still another complained of the lack of
*joy' in Jewish life -- 'so much of Jewish concern and prac-
tice revolves around tragedy.' Some declared that they felt
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no sense of community and followship within the Jewish
setting. Comments such as these suggest that, in the
words of one Hillel director, 'these people are not
freaks. They express a legitimate, spiritual need
which we have failed to meet and which we must now do
if we are worth our salt as rabbis,'"

INTERGROUP AND INTERRELIGIOQUS IMPLICATIONS

A number of basic issues are raised for Jews - both as American
citizens and as adherents of Judaism - by these developments which
call for the most careful consideration:

1) Does the revival of 'the new evangelism' pose a real threat of
regression to the early 'Evangelical Empire" stage of American :
history which equated the Kingdom of God with Protestant republic-
anism (see The Righteous Empire, by the Rev. Martin Marty), and
supported a Christian theocratic conception of American institu-
tions? Do these tendencies threaten to erode the ground of plu- .
ralism, which made possible the liberal Christian understanding
that the Jews are full partners in the American republic?

2) Can the "Hebrew=Christian'' notions of '"Messianic Judaism'" and:
"eompleted Jews through Christ" reverse the recently emerging
Christian ''theologies of Judaism" which view the Jewish religion
as a living, permanent faith, a source of truth and value to its
adherents?



For Jews to speak of the Jewish roots of Christianity is to con-
tribute to the enrichment of Christian self-understanding. For
Christians to see their relationship to Judaism solely as one of
fulfilment and supersession is in fact an act of negation of
Judaism, for the daughter faith denies the mother the right to

an independent, self-determined existence by totally absorblng
Judaism within Christianity,

A number of major Christian theologians* have clearly affirmed
that, on the basis of the New Testament, the believing Christian
must acknowledge the continuing validity of Judaism. At the
heart of the Hebrew-Christian claim is the fundamental issue of
Christology which Hebrew-Christians do not appear to comprehend
at all from the perspective of Judaism. The issue has been
stated forthrightly by Rabbi Jakob Petuchowski in his book,
Heirs of the Pharisees:

"To consider Jesus as the Messiah may have been, from
the point of view of the Synagogue, a factual mistake
(in light of the absence of a fundamental change in
the elimination of evil in history and other signs of
the Messianic Age--MT)., But it was not a religious
sin. To consider Jesus as part of a divine trinity
was another matter altogether. A 'Son of Noah' could
believe that the one God had divine shittuph (associates)
and still qualify as one of 'the righteous men among
the nations.' A 'Son of Israel', however, was bound to
such a radical form of monotheism that he was unable
to distinguish between a monotheistic trinitarianism
and a polytheistic tri-theism...A Jew who believed in
divine 'associates' was simply considered an idolater,
and could not enjoy, in the eyes of the Synagogue, the
status accorded the Gentile Christian."

*Professors Krister Stendahl, W. D. Davies, Markus Barth, Coert
Rylaarsdam, Franklin Littell, Roy Eckardt, the late Reinhold
Niebuhr and Paul Tillich, Revs. Edward Flannery, Gregory Baum,

- Cornelius Rijk, Msgr. John M. Oesterreicher, Rosemary Reuther,
Monika Hellwig, Dr. Albert Outler, Dr. James Parkes, Dr. Johan
Snoek, Rev. Joseph Fitzmeyer, Rev. Bruce Vawter, Rev. John
Pawlikowski, Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan, Rev. William Harter, among
others,
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3) Should Jews oppose conversion campaigns by Christians directed
at Jews, and vice versa? Here, too, the views of Rabbi Petuchowski
are instructive:

"We admit that the wholehearted Jew and the whole-
hearted Christian have no need to convert each other
to their respective faiths; they would, indeed, be
untrue to their divine calling were they to do so.

But our world is not populated by wholehearted Jews
and Christians. It is inhabited by the religiously
uprooted, the spiritually destitute. Not every off-
spring of Jewish parents actualizes his Jewish
potential. Not every pagan born into a Christian
household does, in fact, become a Christian. The
world is full of only nominal Christians and nom-

inal Jews. The Synagogue has a primary obligation

to win over the nominal Jew to a full acceptance of
the 'yoke of the commandments,' just as the Church

has a primary obligation to lead the nominal Christian
to Jesus, and through Jesus, to the Father. But
addressing himself to the mass of agnostics, atheists,
and religiously uprooted, one cannot always discriminate
and distinguish between those of Jewish and those of
Gentile origin. Church and Synagogue, in entering the
marketplace of ideas, must offer and describe their
wares to all comers, and must answer the queries of all
questioners. And it may well happen that, here and
there, the Jewish answer will appeal to the nominal
Christian, just as the Christian answer may appeal

to the nominal Jew. Of course, Jews consider a wide
occurrence of the latter alternative as highly unlikely.
Why should the twentieth century be more propitious
for the Christian mission to the Jew than the last
nineteen centuries have been? But theoretically the
possibility of a limited kind of 'two-way traffic'
must be granted.,.But this possibility must never be
more than a peripheral concern. It must be granted
and openly faced in order to make a true and honest
'dialogue’ possible. It camnot, however, be the sole
content of that 'dialogue' itself. That can only be
concerned with the tasks and the challenges which
confront us in common.,"




4) Is there a possibility that the evangelism campaigns

with their emphasis on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
may provide new occasions for negative and hostile portrayals of
Jews in the Crucifixion of Jesus?

That such a possibility exists is evidenced by the conrrovnrsy
over the stereotyped views of the role of the Jewish people and the
high priests of Israel in the Broadway rock musical Jesus Christ
Superstar.* Writing in a recent issue of The Christian Century,
Dr. Richard Gelwick, Chairman of the Religion and Philosophy
Department at Stephens College, Columbia, Mo., stated that he
sees the '"threat of anti-Semitism emanating from the Jesus revo-
lution” on the basis of a "dogmatism stemming from biblical
literalism -- including the charge of Jewish guilc."

To anticipate this eventuality, this writer communicated
such concerns to Dr. Billy Graham, who had repudiated the "deicide"
charge during a sermon at his Charlotte Crusade in March, 1972.
In reply, Dr. Graham wrote on April 18, 1972:

"I appreciate your encouraging comments concerning
remarks I made in Charlotte. I have made a point
of doing this in every sermon that I preach con-
cerning the death of Jesus Christ.

I shall most certainly see that this emphasis is
made in the forthcoming EXPLO '72."

5) On March 1, 1972 the Rabbinical Court of Justice of the
Association of Synagogues of Massachusetts issued an official
decree declaring, inter alia, that "a person bormn of Jewish
parents, when he joins the so called 'Hebrew-Christian'
movement , abdicates his rights as a member of the Jewish
faith." This is an understandable response on a juridical
level but raises the question of a more adequate response to
the conversion of young Jews to Jesus on the part of the Jewish
community. Do not such conversions constitute a judgment on
the failure of our organized religious institutions and our
homes to communicate meaningfully Jewish ideals, values, and
experience to our own young people?

* An analysis of this production by Gerald Strober is available
from the American Jewish Committee.
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SUGGESTIONS

With issues as complex as these, it would be foolhardy even to
suggest that a clear-cut plan exists for coming to grips with

what is essentially the situation of the Jew in the diaspora.

But perhaps these starting points may be in order as a way of

begimning to approach these serious challenges:

1) Special attention should be paid to Jewish youth on the
University campuses with whom these issues might be discussed
directly from the perspectives of Jewish tradition. In many
cases, one-to-one relationships with skilled counselors, com-
mitted fellow Jewish students, or effective rabbis and teachers
will be required. _

2) Seek to place the question of "Evangelism and the Jews'
on the agenda of Jewish community relations councils, rabbinic
boards, local synagogues and temples, AJC chapters with a view
toward initiating an informed discussion and education program
on the issues outlined in this document,

3) In situations where the need is indicated, appropriate
Jewish representatives who are prepared to deal with these issues
on the basis of adequate study and information should seek to
place these concerns on the agenda of inter~religious and Jewish-
Christian institutes and dialogue groups. (Such a discussion has
been arranged with the staff of the Natiomal Council of Churches.)

4) Jewish scholars, skilled in addressing interfaith groups,
should be invited to discuss these issues in a constructive spirit
with local Christian or interfaith ministerial associations where
the local situation requires,

5) Carefully-written and balanced articles on these issues
should be placed in appropriate Christian and religious periodicals
and journals with a view toward sensitizing the Christian commumity
to Jewish concerns. AJC will be providing such materials, including
articles on "Jesus and the Jewish Tradition."

6) We would caution against over-reactions, against baseless
suspicion of all Christian motivations in approaching Jews for
dialogue or interreligious programming, and against withdrawal from
the arena of interreligious activity. Jews have benefitted greatly
and substantially from increased Jewish-Christian cooperation in
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recent years; in revised and improved Christian textbooks, in
training programs for Christian teachers, in massive Christian
support for Soviet Jewry, and in increasing sympathy for the
cause of Israel. These gains must not be lost through an ir-
rational reaction to movements which rely on perauasion and not
coercion.

Finally, we would very much appreciate if you would keep us in-
formed of any developments in your commmity relating to these
issues, both in terms of evangeli.cal activity and Jewish program=-
metic responses.
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In the morning the Commlttee met with representdtives- of “the'“National
Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council: Mr. Philip Jacobson and
‘" . ‘Rabbi"Balfour ‘Brickner: i'The purpose -of -the" meetlng “was to ‘discuss a
-“=prreposal by the" NJCRAC to' -establish "a méans ‘for obtalnlng thé views
6f Jewish' scholars -onisocéial §tudies manus‘c'ripts.: NJCRAC woiild be
27it.the mechanism’through which publlshers‘ meterials would: be channeled
to -a -small: panel: of :Jéwish-scHolars for eriticisni-and comments® The
reactions would then be consolidated and forwarded to the publisher,
together with the names of the scholars participating. This proposal
was made to the Research Committee in lieu of a prior one where pub-
lishers would receive a list of Jewish scholars that would serve as
consultants to individual publishers. The NJCRAC stated that it was
important to have a more structured approach and they would prefer
to direct the manuscripts to selected scholars; feellng that NJCRAC
would have more influence getting them to cooperate in the project.
It was stressed that there was no attempt at censorship --"that the
NJCRAC would merely be providing a service. SRR

Dgring the discussion that followed publishers raised several ques-
tions: how much time would the process involve; at what stage of
preparation would the materials be submitted; would such a service
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not establish a precedent whlchfwould“have to be followed with other
minorities interested inr‘content of dnstructional materials? Publish-
ers indicated that there were several stages during the publishing
process at which they might involve consultants such as the suggested
panel of scholars. Eg-hj;t Yoo P n;ﬁﬂﬁ

Agpannfll e 20l ttread orieiv 0 Sowing
It was observed that the serv;ce would :appear to be giving the "stamp
of approval™ of the Jewish communlty to a manuscript, although this
was not the intention. NJCRAC reaffirmed that the concept would
function only with a publisher's willingness to use the service.
+- --The, question was. raised as; to;whether the. servzce,would-extend"to
I.1assessment~ of authorsx hatrthe'publlsher hasror -8, ahout to contract

ot to determlne.lf ‘they . represenipmhe spirit of;: NJCRAC beliefs. While

Lt

“the publlshers were very appreciative of; thepantegrlty and coopera-
tion the NJCRAC was willing to provide, they would be most reluctant

oo EQ, submit,: unpublished.-manuscripts -to, such-a service;; v In .addition,

publishers felt it would :be;more prqduetlvertoaworkﬂyith the experts
directly rather than through a committee. After more discussions,
.a'rnew,: jcompromisejsuggestion was put iforward :(; That ;the NJCRAC:;set
up .3, cconsultant service which 1ndiv1dqglnpuhk1sherswcould contact
d:reetlny—Puhlzshers eould‘dlseuss'their project.w1th NJCRAC who
would then provide the names of scholars who ‘might serve as authors
or as consultants. Publishers would also have the option of sub-
,“mnttlng{thelr manuseript ;to,.a panel of .scholars. selected by NJCRAC.
«-This would provide-latitude ;and.-flexibility for publishers . The
~serviee-would, apply:to.ithe full:range of print and-non-print instruc-
tlonal materlals.q ThErAAP -would, 1nfonm members -of the - Seheol Dzv151on,
ly SOllClt publlsher partlclpatlon. It was further agreed Lhat thms
mode would be -experimental in the beginning:and subject :to,-change and
improvement as both pﬁﬁllshef'and NJCRAC gained experience from the
worklng‘relat10n5hlpa-\ [k Sk vt pien JU T4 0 B To BALIU A N A b £ 1
AT s Yol LR Tt b shionune s wad@ek Bl 0 uEE SR M oapsie Y dainel
Itupas agreed‘that representatives of sthe. NJCRAC~and AAP.-would -refer
i thlS new. proposal,to—thelr organlzatlons fon appreval In the .mean-

would be avallahle fop ccmsultz_ng.Jt Aa,soonTas agreementwls reached

3{' by.the two gx-c:n.q;;s,J AAP.will notifly.publishers of the service..:
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ACGNEW APPLAUDS JESUS MOVEMENT
IN TALK TO GREEX ORTHODOX

By Reiigious News Service (7-7-72)

HOUSTON (RNS) -~ Vice President Spiro Agnew gave wholehearted support
to the Jesus Movement at the 21st biennial conference of the Greek Orthodox
Church of North and South America.

Americans shouldn't be put off by any superficialities that seem to
appear in the movement, he told the Orthodox clergy and laity. "Our. job is
to make a place in the established churches for these young idealists."

The Vice President, who is of CGreek descent, was as enthusiastic for the
new breed of religious zealots as he was adamant against the New Left anti-
establishment radicals among youth three and four years ago.

"For the last half decade,” Mr. Agnew said, "America's institutions have
been strongly tested by our younger generation. The siege seems finally to
have been lifted and our institutions have withstood the assault.

"But now there seems to be a new challenge. This time a positive one,
coming from another direction. In the communities and on campuses all across
the country, many of them the same campuses that in 1968 were being torn -

“apart by-New-Left revolutionaries. -In -them-a new wave-of-youthful searching

- is spreading. Our young people are rediscovering religion... and many of
them bring to religion the same ebullience they previously brought to the
protest movements.™

This time, Mr. Agnew said, there is a difference in goals.

"Protesters of the 'Sixties hoped to dismantle the establishment. But
these new idealists ...hope to make religion the central concern in American
lifel.."

He took note of their enthusiasm. “We many be a bit disturbed by the
enthusiasm of these young people who rediscover old truths. They tend to
believe they have hit on something entirely new. Every generation re-invents
the wheel in its own mind."

The Vice President's virtual endorsement of the religious revival repre-
sents the highest notice it has received to date in official circles. The
movement, while generally favored, often is criticized for excesses of some
of its participants and because of the notion of many that, although it is
now six years old, it is simply ancother fad.

Mr. Agnew said, "Just as the culture and traditions of the 0ld World
influence the New, established religion can welcome and direct the youthful
religious zeal. The older generation will always approve of the goals of the
young if they are based in fundamentally sound principles.

"The new wave of youthful religious enthusiasm is based on the soundest
principle of all, the principle that man needs the discipline of religion to
conquer the beast within him and that he needs the comfort and solace of
religion to sustain him in desperate adversity."

The Vice President is of Greek parentage, and although his father was a
Greek Orthodox member, his mother was an Episcopalian. Mr. Agnew is a member
of the Episcopal Church.

w0
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GREEK COURT UFHOLDS CONVICTICIT
Cr' JOURIALISTS O PROSELYTISH

By Religious News Service (7-10-72)

PATRAS, Greece (BRNS) -- A Greek superior court here upheld the
coaviction of journalist George Constantinidis, a Greek evangelical,
on charges of proselytism, but suspended a five-month prison sentence
for three years,

Ir, Coastantinidis was convicted in liay in Pyrgos on iwo counts
of proselytizing, one for sending New Testaments and evangelical
booizlets to grade-school students four years agce and the other for
sending such literature to five adults.

He was sentenced to four months in jail on each charge. The
sentences were combined intc a six-months' jail term and six months
of nolice surveillance.

A defense attorney argued in the appeal beicre the superior court
that the 70-year-old writer and editor hacd been convicted before and
should not be jailed.

George Stenos, chief defense. counsel, .appealed_-the_decision._to-the
Greelk suprene ccurt, challenging the constitutionality of what he
said is a law that strzps a non=Greek Orthodex citizen of the freedom
to beliecve whatever he wishes and spread it in spoken or written word,

In 1839, Iir, Constantinidis was acquitted on charges of prosely=-
tizing by a court in Karditsa. He is associated with O LOGOS, a
publishing house that is a subsidiary of the New Jersey-based American
Mission to the Greeks.

Spiros Zodhiates, president of that mission, flew to Greece for
the Constantinidis appeal,

The constitution of Greece allows freedom of religion, but there
are laws against proselytism in the predominantly Orthodox country
which has a state Church.

At stake in the trial was whether the sending of New Testaments
in modern Greekk and non-Crthodox religious booklets constituted
proselytism. The superior court agreced with the lower ccurt ruling
that preoselytism was involved in the sending of a booklet callied
"Reconciliaticn with God™ because it was nct requested by the
recipients.

The New Testaments were sent in response to ads placed in news=-
papers by the American llission tc the Greeks..

Defense lawyers argued that the proselytism issue was moot since
the material was cither confiscated or burned before it was read.,
They also said that the reiigious liberty provisions of the constltu-
tion should cancel out the proselytism laws.

(inore)
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The theological issue of the source of salvation was also involved
in the case.. '"Reconciliation with God" stressed the principle of
forgiveness through faith in Jesus Christ. Mr. Zochiates and other
supporters of lir, Constantinidis argued that the document contained
nothing coantrary to Christian teaching,

Two Crthodox priests and a high school principal contended that
forgiveness can come only thircugh an Orthodex priest and salvation
cannot be found outside the Greelkx Crthodox Church.

A defense attorney noted in his summation that the penitent thief
on the cross asked to be remembered by Christ and the "Lord did not
askt him to wait until they could find an Orthodox priest for him to
confess his sins and receive absolution,"

As to the distribution of modern language lNew Testaments, the
prosecution said that the Greelk constitution forbids the translation
or circulation of Bibles except in the ancient, approved versions.

—0-

AUSTRIA TO PAY TEACHERS' SALARIES
AT CATHOLIC FAROCHIAL SCHOOLS

By Religious News Service (7-10-72)

VATICAN CITY (RNS) ~- Fron now on the Austirian government will
pick up the full tab on the salaries of teachers in Austria's Catholic
parochial schools.

This is a key point of an agreement reached here between Vatican
City State and Austria, with an "exchange of documents cf ratification"
of a "supplementary convention'" between the Holy See and Austria,
signed in Vienna on ifarch 3, 1971,

The agreement was a supplement to a "scholastic convention"
agreement of July 9, 1962, on the basis of which the Austrian state
contribution tc Catholic teachers' salaries was 60 per cent of the
total.

Under the new ''convention,'" the govermment salary subsidy will be
100 per cent.

Signing for the Holy See was Cardinal Jean Villot, Vatican Secre-
tary of State, and for the government, Austria's Ambassador to the
Holy See, Hans Reichmann. '

In a comment on the action, Vatican Radio observed that 'the
requests made by parents’ associations and the Catholic Teachers'
Association in Austria have been granted.

"T'ree from material worries, the Catholic schools in Austria can
now dedicate themselves more intensely to the mission that is properlily
theirs -- that of training the young in harmonious collaboration with
families and with state educational institutions in the spirit of
the declaration of Vatican II on Christian education,'’

-
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REGULAR BAPTIST CHURCHES
OPPOSE KEY '73 PROGRAM

By Religiocus News Service (7-10-72)

SAN DIEGO (RNS) -- Messengers to the 4lst annual conference of the
General Association of Regular Baptist Churches voted unanimously to oppose
Tecumenical evangelism" as represented in Key '73, the national evangelistic
effort scheduled for next year.

In a resolution, they asserted that Key '73 ignores the warnings
contained in I John 4:1 and II John 9-11 against cooperation with certain
people and that it ®includes leaders from apostate denominations.”

Maintaining that Key '73, through its loose structure, is "opening the
door to confusion about the central message of evangelism," the delegates
went on record as being "thoroughly opposed to any ecuemnical evangelism
which seeks to promote unscriptural cooperation without regard to the doc-
trinal position of the participants.”

They also resolved to warn GARBC members "of the confusion which
will result from a Key '73 program that allows the presence of liberals,
Roman Catholics and others whose social gospel or sacramental gospel is not
the gospel of Christ,"” reiterated the warning of Galatians 1:3, and urged
the GARBC's pastors and people to engage in a program of evangelism "that
honors the full intent of the Great Commission and insures the purity
of the local New Testament church.! '

Reports received here said that 38 churches were received into
the fellowship in 1971 and 21 were dropped "for variocus reasons ranging
from dissolution to disagreement with the separatist stand of the
Association.”

As a result, the Association now has 1,443 churches, with a membership
in excess of 250,000 persons.

In missions activities, it has five approved agencies that have
enlisted 1,500 missionaries in the United States and overseas. Through
their work, the Association reported, there are approximately as many
GARBC congregations in other.lands as at home. '

Maj. Gen. Gerhardt W. Hyatt, the U.S. Army Chief of Chaplains and
a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod clergyman, addressed messengers on the
problems and opportunities facing chaplains today, notably the rapid
growth of drug addiction and alcoholism.

Col. (Chaplain) William V.V. Goldie, director of personnel and
ecclesiastical relations in Maj. Gen. Hyatt's office, was awarded a
distinguished service leadership plaque for his 29 years of active duty,
from 1943 to 1972,

The Association announced that it has 17 chaplains in the Army,
five in the Navy and four in the Air Force.

Dr. Viggo Olsen, medical missionary in Bangladesh with the Association
of Baptists for World Evangelism, gave a firsthand report on the turmoil
that led to the creation of that country last year. He compared the
struggle to the American Revolution and Declaration of Independence.

In other actions, the messengers:

-- Commended California's Legislature and Supreme Court for decreeing
that the Biblical view of creation "is to be accorded equal validity in
the teaching of science in the public schools.™
(more) : PAGE -20-
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-- "Heartily™ recommended use of the King James Version of the Bible
and urged that "great care™ be taken in the use of modern versions.

-- Commended and encouraged President Nixon "in his firm stand against
communism in Vietnam."

-- "Unqualifiedly" denied and refuted the theory of evolution "in all
its forms,"

-- Opposed "all forms of anti-Semitism, both in America and especially
in Commrinist countries, such as Russia.”

-- Opposed "the modern trend toward the abolition of capital
punishment.™

The General Association of Regular Baptist Churches was founded in
Chicago in May 1932 by a group of churches that had wichdrawn from the
Northern Baptist Convention (now the American Baptist Convention) because
of doctrinal differences.

-0=-
WORSHIP IN THE STREETS PLANNED
DURING NATIONAL COUNCIL ASSEMBLY

By Religious News Service (7-10-72)

DALLAS (RNS) -- The National Council of Churches intends to take
to the streets for worship during its Triennial General Assembly here in
December,

Representatives from local members of denomination's holding
Council membership and NCC assembly committee personnel met here to
finalize plans for a street worship service that will launch the meeting
set Dec. 3-8.

"Jesus did most of his preaching in the streets, and we want to do
the same," said the Rev. Bill Tiemann, pastor of St. Mark Presbyterian
church here.

"The theme of our assembly is !'The Demands of the Gospel in a World
of Conflict,' so we're going out where the conflict is -- in the
streets," said Robert Rambusch of New York, a member of the committee
planning worship for the assembly. Mr. Rambusch is a Roman Catholic

layman.

In a push toward getting local churches more involved in national
religious affairs, more than 1,000 NCC delegates will hold the "public
demonstration of Christ's love" on downtown streets.

According to plans hammered out here, assembly members, delegates
and local church members will parade from the Fairmont Hotel, assembly
headquarters, to the First United Methodist church, a distance of some
four blocks, carrying banners and marching to music provided by groups ranging
from local mariachi band to the Dallas Symphony Orchestra.

The church's exterior will be given a specially designed, colorful
facade for the occasion. The designer will be Peter Wolf, well-known
theatrical designer from Dallas.

"We are asking the Dallas community tc join us in our religious
célebration because we realize the importance of the church reaching
the people, said Dr. Roger Ortmayer, of the NCC staff, chairman of the
worship group.

"No longer can the church serve as an abstraction. It must become
involved," he said. -0- PAGE -21-
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CHURCHES GEARR UP FOR AGGRESSIVE
EVANGILISTIC CAMPRIGH: XKEY 73

Most Christian Churches in America are gearing up for an aggressive cvan-
gelistic campaign more broadly bas.e.d than any in history.

Key 73 will be publi¢ly launched in late 1872 and run through the follow-
ing year. Its chief purpose is "to share with cvery porson...more fully and
more forcefully the claims and messages of the Gospcl of Jesus Christ.”

Participating groups -- over 130 of them -I— are diverse , including maine
line Protestants, evangelicals, Pentecostals, indcpendent associations and
some Roman Catholic diocescs.

weoo___ _Nothing exactly like Xey 73 is on record. It cannot before completion
be comparcd with the "great awakening" that swept America, first in colonial
days and again shortly after U.S. independence,

Spurred in part by réncwed spiritual searches, Key 73 has been ecaccfully
plannced and orcanized. The planning, in fact, is a chief reason why so many
different groups can work together under the same umbrella.

Refleeting a trend of the times, Key 73 allows for extensive local,
regional and denominational self-determination in style and program. This
means highly organized and flexible Churches, conscrvative and liberal thcoleo-
gics and Protestant and Catholic liturgical forms can find a place under the
Key 73 umbrella. _

The approach of Evangelist Billy Graham and a mecting such as Campus Cru-
sade for Christ's "Explo 727 do not sum up the stylc of Key 73. Some Graham
crusades and other mass meetings will be involwved; yet so w:.ll "house church®
Bible study and other small groups.

To a limited degreec, Key 73 recalls the intcernational -Crusade for Christ

that flourished in America and Western Europc after World War II.
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However, Crusade for Christ was almost cxclusively a program of the main-
line Protestants. It initially set out to asscert religion as a major force
in world reconstruction but, in some estimations, ended up putting more stress
on swelling church membership rolls and raising funds for denominations.

While Xey 73 aims at th@ingIChristian congregations and organizations
become "more effective redemption centers," institutional considerations have
been kept to a minimum. The stress is on spirditual renewal, including the-
need to Yapply the message and meaning of Jesus Christ to the issues shaping
man and his society in order that they may be resolved.”

Dr, Carl F. H. Hnery, former editor of Christianity Today magazine and
a leading evangelical Protestant theolegian, spearhcaded Key 73. Meetings
to explore the possibilitics for a cmsade.began at the Key Motel, across from
Washington, D.C., in nflington, Va., in the late 1960s. The motel is onc
reason for the name Xey 73; another is a passage in Colossians 2:3, according
to the Today's English Version of the New Testamecnt: '"He (Jesus) is the key."

The planning was not rushed; more and morc persons were included in the
conversations. It was not until late 1970 that Dr. Theodore A, Raedeke, an
official of the Lutheran Church;Missouri Synod, was named executive dircctor.
Dr. Henry has remained in the background.

It was not clear at the time whether Key 73 would find a welcome among
the ccumenically-minded, activist denominations wherc evangelistic campaigns
are often greceted with frowns. There was some haggling within Churches on
endorscment of Key 73, but by mid-Summer, 1972, holdouts were few.

The Episcopal Church declined endorsement not because it opposed Key 73,
according to Presiding Bishop John E. Hines, but because it had no money to
contribute on a national level., Dioceses and local congregations were urged
to take part.’ The United Church of Christ took no action on Xey 73 on the
national level, but some gcegraphic conferences of that denomination have

decidcd to participate.
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On official levels of the main-line denominations, the most negative
attitude has come f£rom the United Presbyterian Church, whose evangelism staff
voiced reservations about what it called Key 737s '"wague™ plans for public
presentations and complained that it is “para;ecclcsiastical.“

Some fundamentalists also tock a dim view of Xey 73. The annual mecting
of the General Association of Regular Baptist Churches voted in July to
oppose "ccumenical evangelism™ because some groups involved were "apostate'
in that denomination's eyé%.

Throughout the Spring and Summer, Key 73 found favor among several Cath;
olic bishops and organizations. Bishop Charles H. Helmsing of Kansas City;
St. Joscph, Mo., said in Aprii that Catholic involvement can give a "truc
" image" of his Church's deep interest in evangelism,

There was some anxious speculation on what reaction more conservative
Protestants might have to Catholic participation. The objection of some
delegates to the Spring mceting of the National Association of Evangelicals
was credited with turning that organization away from official endorscment.

However, practically all of the NAE's constitucnt denominations werc
already invelved and the negative vote came when only 120 of 800 voting dele;
gates worc present.

The welcome given b& Evangelist Billy Groham to Catholic participation
offset most evangelical anxictics. Some main:linc Protestants, on the other
hand, voiced reluctance about being too eloscly identified with Mr. Graham
in Xey 73.

Most potential in-fighting that could be expeeted when so many groups
are brought together in a common enterprisc has been avoided by the flexible
Xey 73 agenda.

Subjcet to adaptation on local and regional levels and within denomina-
tions, Key 73 is projected in several stages, beginning with the 1572 Advent
scason. An "Advent Repentance and Prayer Thrust' will be followed in January,
1973, with a national television special and other special presentations. An

Easter Celebration is also scheduled for television.
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Lay community surveying and witness, Bible study, youth cutreach,
leisurce study and work, state fair missions and arts-oriented programs arc
spread across the months of 1973, leading up to a Covenant Celcbration after
Christmas. '

Materials, both printed and audio-visual, will be provided by the
natioral Xey 73 exeéutive comnittee, but therce is no list of "musts™ for par-.
ticipants.

Local parishes of Baptists, Catholics and Methodists can decide to do
the whole year in cooperation. State and eity councils (or confercnces) of
churches can take the lead. A congregation may take part in one ecumenical
program and do all the rest on its own. '

In many regions, cooperative planning is undez"way. For example, in New
Hampshire convocations on cach end of the Is‘l:ate were set to help local churéhc;

implement Key 73 cobjecctiwves, In New Hampshire, participants include the
Priests! Scnate of the Catholic diocese, as well as the Diocesan Council of
the Laity and the Sisters' Council.

Explaining Xey 73 to New Hampshire Catholics, an a rticle in Concern, the
dioccsan monthly, said: "'Calling our Contincnt to Christ,’ the theme of
Key 73,is not intended to launch another ecumenical movement, to erect some
new and powerful ecclesiastical structure.

"Under God and through the Holy Spirit's power, Xey 73 will unite
Christians in a common task, will present the claims of Christ by proclama-
tion and demonstration, through witness and ministry, by word and deed."

A similar assessment of the potential impact was made in the Scuth by
United Methodist Bishop W. Xenneth Goodson, wecently transferred from
Birminsham to Richmond. He said: "Key 73 offers to be a significant thrust

for us in an aggressive, confident witness to the world. There is strength

in unity J
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Yot not to be overlooked arc apprehensions that have arisen among some
U.S. Jewish leaders on aggressive Christian cvangelism, especially at a time
when several groups have announced intentions of converfing Jews to Christiani-
ty.

The activities of the American Board of Missions to the Jews and Jews for
Jesus -: neither related to Xey 73 -- have alarmed synagogue officials.
Responding to these fears, Rabbi Mare Tancnbaum noted that Key 73 is not dircc-
ted specifically toward Jews. The national director for interreligious
affairs of the American Jewish Committee urged increased Jewish-Christian dia;
logue, instead of more efforts to convert Jews. _

Jows concerned about the impact of Christian evangelism in their mJigiou;
comnunitics were heartened by strong stands against anti-Semitism taken by the
two largest U.S. Protestant denominations -- the Southern Baptist Convention
and the United Methodist Church I-- in the Spring of 1972. Both of these Chur-
ches arc major Key 73 boosters. Their blasts against Christian attitudes of
superdority over Jews in many ways paralleled Vatican II's Declaration on the
Jews .

Through a widely distributed publication of its Board of Evangelism, the
United Methodist Church informed its congregations about the concerns of
Jewish lcaders as Key 73 approaches and reported Rabbi Tanenbaum's statement.

=0-
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55 WEST 42 STREET, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10036 « LO 4-3450
memo September 13, 1972
To: Commissien on Church-State and Interreligious Relationships
From: Milton I. Goldstein, Commission Chairman

NATIONAL JEWISH |

‘as our meeting takes place on Friday.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL

Subject: Agenda for Commission Meeting -- October 13

As you already know, the next meeting of our Commission will
be held on QOctober 13, at the offices of the NJCRAC, 55 West 42nd
Street, New York City, beginning at 10:30 a. m. We plan on going
through lunch, and should conclude no later than 3 p. m. inasmuch

The following is our agenda:

1. The so-called Jesus Revolution: "Jesus Freaks,"
"Key '73," "Jews for Jesus," "Campus Crusade for Christ.” These
and other manifestations of evangelistic fervor, some of which
are directed to Jews, are the basis for a great deal of apprehen-
sion within the Jewish community, particularly in respect to Jewish
students on the college campus. We will have reports of these de-
velopments, and should consider what recommendations we might have
for our member agencies. Enclosed are background materials that
may be helpful in preparing you for the discussion.

2. The Treatment of Jews and Judaism in School Textbooks:
The enclosed minutes of a meeting held with a committee of the
Association of American Publishers on July 7, 1972 will serve as
background. The Commission's subcommittee may have a recommenda-
tion to offer in respect to the proposal outlined in the minutes.

3. Tax Credits and Other Tax Benefits in Aid of Nonpublic
School Parents: A report will be made of recent litigative and
legislative developments. The Joint Program Plan for 1972-73 notes
the opposition of the NJCRAC agencies (the UJDJCA dissenting) to such
tax benefits. Has the Commission any suggestions for coping with
this problem?

4. Religious Holiday Observances: NJCRAC staff has made an
informal inguiry among a number of local member agencies regarding
their experiences with Christmas programs in the public schools in
recent years. You will have a report of the responses we have re-
ceived, on the basis of which you may have recommendations for deal-
ing with this perennial problem.

- 373
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This being a luncheon meeting,‘it will be .helpful for staff
to know whether you plan to attend. If you have not already done
so, please return the form below.

I look forward to seeing you at the meeting. Best regards.

sab
enclosures

To: Mr. Milton I. Goldstein
I do | do not . _ plan to attend the Commissién

meeting scheduled for Friday, October 13.

Name :

(please print)




Cﬁ** BITHOP CITES G‘IO\'ITH
RASWEANITY IN AFRICA

By Religious News Service (9-14-71)

WASHYILLZ (BYS) ~- An Anglican bishop said here that he is
"almoat numb" when he sees the tremenduous growth of Christianity. in
Afr;ca, especially in Kenya, Plgeria and the Congo.

Bishop utcphen S. Neill, the Fondren Lecturer at Scarritt College
here, discussed the upsurge of Christianity in Africa.

.The bishop, who has heen associate General Secretary of the World
Council of Churches and an assistant to the Archbishop of Canterbury, sa.
that Christian grewth in Africa depends upon five forceu now operating
on the continent. :

-(more) ; PAGE -11-
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One force, he said, is the mistrust which mapy Africans have for
the Christian chwurch and the desire to return to a native African
church. '"They Zeel that when the white man came in with the mis-
sionaﬁies they swept away puch of the African past,' Bishop Neill®
stated. -

"However;'" he added, '"many Africans know they cannot return to a
small society, for a larger scciety nrovides human cieativity, self-
development and fulfillment."

"The materialism of the Vest" is another force in African life,
said Bishop Neill, who since 1969 has been professor at the University
of Nairobi, Airicans who were formerly poor are now convinced that
they can be rich, capitalizing on the wealth of patural resources
on the African ccntinant, he said. "The question i3, will the African
be able stand up against the forczs of materialism?"

Islan is also a foice in Africa, the bishopr noted. But "the
language of Arabic is rot the key to themodern wsorid. Africans want
to learn German, Russian, Chinese and English, and so far there is no
sign of a mass movement toward the religion of Islam,"

Two other foxrces in Africa are the inroads of Western Christianity
and the training of African theologians, Bishop Neill concluded. He
said that foreigners who go to Africa now must become servants of the
people. African Christianity is now indigenous with five or six .
African bishops, African mugic is used in worship services and an
increasing number of native ministers are serving the Christian
_ communities, 'said the Anglican churchman. N e

-0- uk,///ﬂ\j
NATIONAL BAPTISTS CONDEMN
ABORTION AND STZRILIZATION

By Religious News Service (9-14-71)

CLEVZLAIID (RNS) -- The president of the National Baptist Conven-
tion, U.5.A., Inc., svoke out at its assembly here against abortion
and the sterilization of women., Delegates supported his stand.

Dr. Joseph H. Jackson, who earlier was re-elected to his 19th
term as president of the 6.3 million-member body, compared abortion
to euthanasia as a destroyer of life. He condemned the forced steri-
lization of relief mothers as "too high a price to pay for relief."
The solutions he offered.to the convention attacking abortion and
sterilization received speedy approval by the delegates.

At a news conference, Dr. Jackson said the Church never before
had taken a stand on abortion. He said that sterilization of female
welfare recipients had recently been proposed in some states and that
the conventior's board of directors had approved a statement condemning
this proposal last June.

"Personally,'" Dr. Jackson said, "I don't feel that a woman should
accept relief if she has to close the gates'cf birth." 1In part of a
prepared speech that was not delivered here, Dr. Jackson stated that
"a dollar in exchange for the right of life and a threat to the vitals
of one's being is a dollar for damnation." The text also called
legalized abortion "materialistic and selfish."
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GROWTH OF CHRISTIANITY IN AFRICA ACCOMPANIED
BY CHURCH ACTICN ON CONTINENT'S PROBLEMS

New sounds are coming from Christianity in Africa.

The voices and vibrations are of vital, growing communities struggling
to speak for themselves and to handle agoaizing political, ecumenical, tribal,
economic and racial challenges.

Signs thaé the''vitality of'phristianity (is) throbbing 'in the heart of
Africa," an assgrtion of the All Africa Conference of Churches, domiﬁated
reports from the vast continent in the Fall.

-- Memberships are spiraling, particularly in Kenya, Tanzania and other
countries in eastern Africa.

-- Nativz leaders are gaining new perspectives on the role of Chris-
tians ig their nations.and on Africa in the Christian world at large.

== Churches are collectively tackling refugee, rehabilitation and
edﬁcaéional problems.

g Naw initiatives are proposed in Christian-Muslim dialogue and cul-
tural uﬁderstaﬁding.

‘== Black cﬁurchmen in white-dominated-colonial or quasi-colonial
regions of theé south are directly confron:iﬁg racist systems.

-- Mission-founded denominations are coming cf age in terms of making
their own administrative decisions and conducting their own evangelism.

he church in Africa "has a future and possibilities more dazzling
than anything we can imagine," says Dr. Noel King, a leading U. S. scholar

on African religion.
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Numerical increases in the 20th Certury are already dazzling. In 1900
there were about 4 million African Christians, about half in the Orthodox
and Coptic Churches of the north. Today the total is estimated at between 97
million and 135 million, with slightly l2ss than half Roman Catholic, about
30 per cent Protestant, 15 per cent Orthodox and Coptic and the remainder
categorized as "African Independents.”
Based on current rates, Christians are expected to number 350 million
" out of a total population of 768 million by the year 2000,

Mission efforts are one reason for the growth, and probably the major
reason, but a host of indigenous groups have sprung up in the past 20 years.
These "break-away' Churchss are the fastest growing religious bodies in some
regions.

Yet, despite the statistics, Dr. King adds a proviso to his optimistic
forecast on the future: The Church potential will be fully realized in Africa
only if the church can dissociate itself from the "misdeeds” of "rascally
self-appointed friends of the past.’”

That process of dissociation -- "ARfricanizing” the church -- is cne of
the most crucial issues. It brings problems of its own, while also spurring
creative energy. One challenge is to work out new structural and ideological
relations between mission agencies and the Christians in couniries keenly

~Aware of their independent status.

Christianity is at once the oldest and the newest world religion
on the African continent. In Egypt, Ethiopia and other areas of the
north, roots go back to apostolic days.

One tradition holds that St. Mark took the Christian Gospel to Egypt
before 50 A.D. Thriving communities existed in the Second Century and

Alexandria became a significant theological center.
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Christianity was taken into Ethiopia and across north Africa. St.
Augustine was a Fourth-Century African, Then in the Seventh Century,

Islam swept across the north from Arabia and by the 11th Century was
dominant, although the Egyptian (Coptic) continues and Ethiopia withstood
much of the Islamic forces,

Africa below the Sahara was cut off from Christian contacts by Islam,
and it was not until the 1l4th and 15th Centuries that significant missionary
work in West Africa was begun and much of that faded in time.

The 19th Century brought the great missionary boom in Africa. Along
with the missionaries came hospitals, schools and Western ideas and ways
of worship, some of which were resisted by adherents of tribal religions
which remain dominant in many regions today. But Christianity began to
take root, to build an African foundation.

While evangelists are still sent to sub-Sahara Africa (they are not
generally welcome in the predominantly Muslim north). from America and Europe,
the missionaries, more and more, are specialists in medicine, economic
development, technology and social services.

Increasingly, the African Christians conduct more of their own
teaching, preaching and theological induivy. They are freeing themselves
from Western philosophical and liturgical forms, and that process has given
rise to the indigenous groups.

In Zaire, formerly the Congo, the Church of Christ on Earth, founded
by Simon Kimbangu and commonly called the Kimbanguist Church, is one of the
fastest growing denominations. It combines African motifs with Christian
belief in a way particularly attractive to the people.

In Zaire's Katanga province, a Catholic charismatic movement known
as "Jamaa"™ appeals to, and is limited to, married adults. Fcunded by
a Belgian priest, "Jamaa" is more human-centered than some Western

theologians would like;but it is making an impact.
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Across Africa indigenous Christian or near-Christian groups preliferate
-~ the Cherubim and Seraphim movement in Nigeria; the Legionof Mary (Legio
Marige) inKenya; the Church of Christ in Africa, a splinter from Anglicanism,
also in Kenya and the African Brotherhood Church in the east.

Many of these are Pentecostal, emotional and reflect an African belief
in the holiness of life.

Meanwhile, Catholic, Orthodox, Anclican, Baptist, Methodist,
Presbyterian and Lutheran Churches are also prospering, yet all to some
degree are de-Westernizing themselves -- with the exception of the white
denominations of South Africa.

The Rev, John G. Gatu of Nairobi, head of the Presbyterian Church
of East Africa, recently explained that Africans are turning to Christianity
from tribal religion because it cuts across national lines and is adaptable
to changing times.

He also explained that the Africans are changing the liturgy and music
and many organization patterns to fit the needs and circumstances of the
masses.

Bather Joseph Lecuyer, C.S.Sp.! the superior general of the Holy Ghost
Fathers, says that the mission work of his order inTanzania is a "solid
success" and Catholicism there is becoming "really African." He happily
lobks forward to native Christians assuming responsibility for the church
work so that missionaries can move on to other areas.

More and more mission-founded Protestant Churches are gaining
independence. In all Churches, a great increase in native bishops, priests,
preachers and teachers is noted. Bishop Abel T. Muzorewa, the first black
United Methodist leader in Rhodesia, has emerged as the leader of the
opposition to the white minority government.

Churches, black and white, in southern Africa -- with the exceptions
of the Portuguese colonies of Angola and Mozambique -- are making louder
protests against apartheid (racial separation) and white-dominated social

and political systems.
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Catholic, Protestant, Orthodox and Independent Churches are stepping
up combined efforts to care for refugees, overcome tribal conflicts,
alleviate poverty, forge a viable "African theology™ and plan for industrial
and technological development.

New attention is being paid to Christian-Muslim dialogue. In early
September, seven Catholic bishops, including four Africans, in Senegal
and Mauritania called for intensified dialogue, particularly on Christian-
Muslim marriage.

An Islam in Africa Project has existed in west and central Africa
since 1959 when an ecumenical gathering in Ibadan, Nigeria, urged study
and action on how Christianity can approach Islam.

The "Africanization" of Africa and its Churches can and does bring
troubles, as in Zaire where President Mobutu Sese Seko has forbidden the
use of Christian names in baptism and an explosive church-state clash ensued.
The edict threatened jail sentences for priests who disobeyed.

Some commentators conclude that radical nationalism sees all churches
as foreign and, therefore, appeals to the traditional tribal belimfs which
may lie under the surface of "superimposed" Christianity. The possibility
of short-lived conversions is recognized as a real issue by churchmen.

But a comment by Bethuel Kiplagat, a Kenyan, on African literature
most likely applies to culture at large, at least in sub-Sahara Africa.
"The church is here to stay," he said.

A U.8. church official put it another way: "The center of Christian
strength in the year 2000 will be Africa, not North America."

=-0-
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GROWTH 'AT ANY COST' OPPOSED
BY BAPTIST FUNDAMENTALISTS

By Religious News Service (10-3-72)

FATRFAX, Va. (RN8) -- The "hyperpromotion” in some fundamental Baptist
bodies came under sharp criticism by a number of speaker: at the Z21st
annual business, preaching and study conference of the B:ptist Bible Fellow-
ship International here.

Hyperpromotion was described as the 'grow big at any cost” philosophy
some congregations are pursuing, according to Dr. John Bords, pastor
of Bethlehem Baptist church here, where the four-day conference was held.

Such congregations, he contended, 'sacrifice the basic principlés of the
Biblical concept of growth through prcaching the message of salvation
through Christ and depending upon the Holy Spirit to do His work.,"

An example he gave covered a congregation which engages an evangelist
"personality’ (one who is known) who, however, "doesn't have a consistent
or questionable Christian testimony,” he aaid.

Some congregations "have even had singer Johnny Cash" to participate
in evangelistic services, he said.,

The Baptist Bible Feliowship was organized 21 years ago by Baptists
who "take a strong fundamentalist stand on the Bible" and are "not
isolationists but are ceparatists,” in respect to the Southern and American
Baptist Conventions, Dr. Bond said.

The conference was devoted primarily to a series of sermons by
several speakers designed, according to Dr. Bond, to "exalt Christ™"
and challenge the 1,700 delegates from a number of states to launch
new churches.

In other matters, delegates pledged $675,000 in the annual "Christmas
Missions Offering," which is used primarily to build hLomes - for
missionaries abroad and to establish Bible institutes and churches there.
During the organization's fiscal year, which ended June 30, more than
$4 million was given by the 2,008 congregations in affiliation with the
Baptist Bible Fcllowship for missions and toward support of the Baptist
Bible College at Springfield, Mo., it was reported. This was the largest
amount received in the fellowship's history.

Dr. A.V. Henderson, pastor of First Baptist church, New Castle,
Del., was elected to a one-year term as president of the fellowship,
succeeding the Rev. Parker Dailicy of Xansas City, Mo. Re-elected vice-
president was the Rev. Howard Ingram, pastor of Trinity Baptist church,
Abilene, Texas.

With about 1.5 million members, the Baptist Bible Fellowship has
been called the fastest growing religious movement in the country.
Local congregations are autonomous, with their own programs for "winning
people to Christ, baptizing and teaching them," Dr. Bond said.
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SPANISH AUTHORITIES PERMIT BLESSITT ’ FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1972
TO CARRY CROSS, DISTRIBUTE LEAFLETS

By Religious News Service (10-6-72)

.SAN SEBASTIAN, Spain (RNS) -- Overruling an action taken by frontier
police, Spanish authorities authorized U.S. evangelist Arthur Blessitt to
take up his cross again and make a missionary journey through Spain.

Mr, Blessitt, 31, who is making what he calls a "Round-the-World-Jesus-
Trip," carrying a ninety-pound wooden cross, was detained for questioning by
Spanish customs authorities when he arrived from France at the border station
of Irun on Oct. 3. '

. The police confiscated his cross, pending a decision by higher authori-

ties. :

) 'I_The evangelist arrived in a Land Rover, with his wife and four -children
.. and a fellow American evangelist, Gary Davis.

The vehicle also carried a large number of leaflets Mr, Blessitt intends
to hand out during his trek through Spain.,

. After questioning, Mr. Blessitt and his group were allowed into the
country, but without the cross.

Mr. Blessitt and Mr. Davis appealed to the provineial government authori-
ties in San Sebastian and to the local Roman Catholic authorities.

The appeal met with a favorable response, and Mr. Blessitt was given
clearance to retrieve his cross and embark on his walk throughout Spain.

Formerly known as the 'Minister of Sunset Strip" (Hollywood, Calif.),
Mr, Blessitt won public attention by trudging across the U,S., and the British
Isles bearing the cross and holding religious rallies. '

Accompanied by co-workers, the evangelist carried the cross through
England, Scotland and Ireland in 1971, °

A similar pilgrimage was made in 1972, with services being held in
Glasgow, Scotland, and Belfast and Londonderry in Northern Ireland.

oy PAGE -1-
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POPE PAUL SUPPORTS DIALOGUE
WITH NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS

By Religious News Service (10-6-72)

VATICAN CITY (RNS) -- Pope Paul met here with 50 scholars invited to
Rome by the Vatican Secretariat for Non-Christians to discuss the major
religious traditions of Asia and Africa and the problems facing the Church
in those continents.

In his address to the group, the Pope recalled that dialogue with "the
different forms of religion™ was one of the "main objectives" of Vatican II.

It was with that objective in mind, he explained, that he established
the Secretariat for Non-Christians in May 1964, "in an effort to help create
a new climate in relations between the Catholic Church and the following of
the other major religions."

The pontiff conceded that there is "a heavy burden on the road to dia-
logue, which has the task of overcoming the limitations of language and
culture.”

"Everyone expects to be fully recognized and loved for himself, with
the values and differences of his own culture, he said. "How many misunder-
standings and conflicts, how much bitterness, have been born in the course
of human history by this proud closing of oneself, which prevents understand-
ing of one's brothers! Without love, there is no real understanding."

Pope Paul affirmed that "the Catholic Church possesses in her spiritual
heritage, and especially in the example of her Founder, the reason and the
stimulus for effective love of man -- whatever the cultural or religious
tradition to which he belongs."

"We cannot hide the Catholic Church's own desire to see the followers of
the major non-Christian religions also manifest the wish to know the Church
in the same way in which our heart is open to them," he said.

He expressed hope that the day was near when "all religions will unite
their efforts in the service of man, his liberty and his dignity."

"Do you not think that today, more than ever, mankind needs to find
help and guidance from men who are genuinely religious?™ the Pope asked.
"You know that religions contribute to peace, fraternity and justice. They
inspire ethics and arouse hope. Even social relations become difficult when
this reference to the living forces of the spirit, of which religions are the
highest expression, is lacking."
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o BURGEONING NEO-PENTECOSTAL MOVEMENT
SEEN AS FLALE OF HOPE IN N. IRELAND

-t N
T el e e

. — ~Anid blast of boubs and crack of rifle fire, and ringed by the
rubble of bro<en bodies and smashod hopes that is Northern Ireland
today, a genf.le revolution has begun that a érwwing nunber of
Christians kalieve may provide thé assentiallkey to a lasting peace
in the-strixe-wrﬁcked provinée.

It is the slowly but steadily burgconing neo-pentecostal ‘novement,
that, accocding_to the editors of Loggs, an internmational charisnatic
journal, s:itruck fire in Belfast in 1971.

Unnc ticed by the outside world, and scarcely discerned, even in
nost pars of Ulster, through the pé_.ll of smoldering bitterness, ''the
fii'e_of the Holy Spirit," as tile Logos editors point out, has ever
since buen cutting through the steecl wall of Roman Catholic-iprotestant
division with the sharpness of a laser bean.

Following a '"ministry of witness" trip to Northern Ireland-eérlier
this year, Father 'Philliz_:- Kelly, a Roman Catholic priest fron Dartnouth,
Mass., declaréd: '"Catholics and Protestants alike are bg:i.ng touched
and healed of différences_ by the Holy Spirit...I truly beliecve that the
Lord Jesus is ra.isiﬂg up a2 people to Hinself (in Ulster), with new
hearts and new spirits.”

Father Kelly, who was acconpanied on the trip by the Rev. Joseph
Petree, a Methodist evangelist from Greensboro, N.C., said their days
and nights were filled with "ninistry and personal contact with both

Catholics and Protestants,' and added:

‘
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"Marvelous and sonetines strange things sceenmed to happen all
the time. People in the north are unbelievably tense, apparently
fearful about what will happen next, but the Holy Spirit is very
definitely at work there."

A sinilar assessnent of the situation has been given by the Rev.
Phil E. Strecter, a Pentecostal pastor in Belfast, the beleagured
capital of Northern Ireland.

"To a man without faith," he said in the Sept. - Oct., 1972,
issue of Logos, "Northerm Ireland nust seem as if Thomas Carlyle's
statenent is correct, that 'God sits in Heaven and does nothing.'

"Yet, the very opposite is true. During the past 12 months, the
Holy Spirit has been wondrously active in Belfast in gentle revolu-
tion."

"It all began," said Ilr. Streeter, "on a lionday norning in 1971,
when a Roman Catholic Belfast business nan, Frank X, asked me to lay
hands on hin so that he might rececive the baptism of the Holy Spirit."

Frank, it happened, had first learned of the Pentecostal experi-
ence fronm a fecllow business man and close friend, who is a deacon in
Mr. Streeter's church. Then, one day, Frank hearcd about the neo=-
Pentecostal novemnent among Roman Catholics at the University of Notre
Dame in the U.S,

"This was exhilarating news to Frank," Ir. Streeter said, who
quoted Frank as saying, "Then it belongs to us, as well as then!"

It was this understanding that led Frank to nake his request.

A week and a half later, followinz a period of preparaticn, Frank
was baptizecd in the Holy Spirit. IIr. Strceter describes the event:

'"We prayed. I was anazed to see Frank on his knees, hands lifted
to heaven, calling on the Lord for the endownent of His Holy Spirit.
No inhibitions, whatsoever, I noted. Placing ny hands gently upon his
head, I called upon the Lord, and we praised Hin together. Suddenly,

a quiet flow of tongues issued from Frank's lips, and a seraphic glow

spread over his face.
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"The first Catholic Pentecostal in Northern Ireland, I reflected

in awe."

Sincethat noment in 1971, according to Mr. Strecter, the pente-
costal fire in Belfast has continued to spread, not spectacularly, but
steadily anong lay Catholics. It has pierced the centuries~-old wall
of nutual precjudice and united individual zgroups of Catholics and
Protestants in prayer neetings that "dispensed with sectarian labels”
and were "girdled by the living Christ."”

Meanwhile, in another -- separate == ecuinenical effort to show
that Christians can be united through their faith, rather than divided
by it, a group of 12 Roman Catholics and five Protestants from the U.S.
spent six weeks this Sunner in Irecland, primarily in Ulster but also
in the Irish Republic.

Ecunenical from its inception, the operation was organized by
Father David Bowman, S.J., an official of the National Council of
Churches, and the Rev. Wesley Baker, an official of the United Presby-
terian Church,

In Northern Irecland, the group was divided into snaller units,
Protestants teaned with Catholics to the extent possible, and assigned
to work in a varicty of prograns:

-=- Assisting the Corryneela comnnunity, a group that operates a
place on the Northern Ireland coast where people go to zet out of
troubled arcas for a few days of rest.

-= Workinz with a group in the Ardoyne district of Belfast re=-
building sonc houses that had been burned out.

-- Conducting prograns for children in the Londonderry Creggan
Estates, onec of the "no=go" Catholic areas which the rcesidents had
closed to outsiders and that werc later forced open by the British
Arny .

== Taking children to England, Wales, and Scotland for holidays

away from the fighting,
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== Dirccting activities at a youth center for Protestants in
the Sandy Row arca of Belfast,

== Working at youth canmps in Ulster, including a nountainside
canp and one on the coast.

In Dublin, the capital of the Irish Republic, groups helped out
at centers sct up for refuszees coningz down from the North.

The Anerican ccunenical team included two Protestant seminarians
and their wives, a couple of Catholic priests in graduate studies, a
nun, and sone college students,

In still another recent instance of ecunenical concern for
Northern Ireland, seclected churches were designated as prayer centers
in 12 different areas of Edinburgh, Scotland, as part of 2 united
Day of Praycr for Peace.

Organized by clergy of the najor Churches, the day (Sept. 25)
was designed to coincide with the opening of a political conference
on the future of Ulster at Darlington, England, under the chairman-
ship of Willian Whitelaw, British Secretary of State for Northern
Ireland.

The Churches involved were the Church of Scotland (Presbyterian),
the Roman Catholic Church, the Scottish Episcopal Church, the Congre-
gational Church, the Churches of Christ, and the Society of Friends
(Quakers).

Dr. William C. Bigwood, noderator of the Edinburgh Presbytery of
the Church of Scotland, who was the spokesnan for the organizing con-
nittee, said:

"Many of us hope that the occasion will lead to the formation of
informal inter-church groups that will maintain this concern beyond
the day of prayer."

A like hone was voiced by the editors of Lozos:

"The sane God who is pouring out his Spirit today on all flesh
with such impact that a whole world is being shaken, is the same God
who will respond to intercessory prayer...for the descending of the

Holy Spirit...upon the Enerald Isle,
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"Intercession for wounded Ireland can and should be made in
prayer groups, sanctuary worship scrvices, in believers' ncetings,
personal devotions...in short, in cvery opportunity the Spirit pro=-
vides,"

Finding a solution to the dilernma of Northern Ireland will, it is
cornonly belicved, require a great deal of dialogue and careful
negotiation.

"But, " says Father Bernard J. licGuckian, S.J., a native of
Northern Ireland, "dialogue and negotiation without vision and imagi-
nation will bring no solution."

And no solution will be forthcoming, he warns, unless the dis~-
cussions are carried on "in an atnosphere of charity and forgiveness."
Charity and forgiveness, Christians believe, arc gifts of the

Holy Spirit,



Interreligious Affairs Department
IMPACT STATEMENT: Evangelism

DRAFT
11/16/72

~ One of the n"nut‘ aignificﬁ:tm in"mteuporary Christimm
1ife concerns the intensification of programs of evangelism.
The recent youth congress popularly known as E’xﬁlo '72 and the
fortheumi.ng year long evangelhti: effort known as Key 73 (which
takes ad 1:& theme 'cllli.ng our ecntin.nth c'hrut“) are tvo
prime _nani.sfa,stltlens of_ the increased battcntton bq‘!.ng given
- evangelism by the ‘churches. . i C e
The focus on wsngelm rai.na smral serious quesl:iona g
for Jws: Lo |
~\ 1. How much of the projected evangelistic sctivity
@ will be opeéifik:n_ﬂy dwtd to the coaversion of
individual Jews. o the Jewish commmity? |
2. What effect will these progrmss have on inter-
| group and cmity rohtiohk? | '
3. What tmpact will such p:ogzéﬁning have on the
‘emerging Christian “thaologiu of Judaism' which
'view the Jewish religlon ss a living, valid, parnenant |
faten? > |
4, Hhai.ara the implications of :pig evangelism for
the pluralist éharaeter of American society?



,
A m"tak& thaie;d in aleizﬁg tho Jevish commmity to
- "7thnu problm and has auggested possible approaehes for doal!.ng
" with them. Ve hm also met with Christian leaders to smi.ti.ze |
'then to our concerns. RS : |
| ‘In order to aystmtieany deal with thc ‘questimns raiued o
A.by the new wangel!.sn we plan to dsvnlop a year: long program
centoud around Evungclm and the Jews. 'rhu progrm vill be

o, adnintst:ered :hnugh mtionl. JAD and will be funded thrwgh

_curmt operat!.ns bndget._ He plan to work ar.ti.vely thraugh '
~our chapters w!.th Jcnc's, local rabbi.n:l.c ansoc‘.l.at.:lons, Jewish
aem:l.naries and academtcisns and key Christian contacts in o
: tupondtng to these hsuaa i.n a cmtmt!.ve spirit. -

. In & moxe spectfi.c sme tha prngram would. -

s 1 . Give special attmtlnn to Jwish youth on tha
unimstty and collese campuses wi.th whcm these
1g8ues might be discussed directly from the per-

| spactives of Jewish traditi.ons In many cases, one
to one relationships wil:h skilled cmelors,
cmitted fellw aeudente or aft‘ective rabbia and
tmhers w!.tl be requi.rad In addivion, we plan
to em:end this pcttvity for l:he ﬂr_st time to the |
' high schools. . - F4 P,



«3e
2. aeek to place the quastion of Evangelism and the
Jews on the agenda of the Jewish commmity relatioms
councils, rabbinic beards, locel congregations, and
AJC chapters with a view toward initiating an informed
discussion snd education program on these issues.

3. Encourage appropriate Jewish representatives who
are prepared to deal with these issues on the basis

of adequate study and information to seek to place these
concerns on the agenda of inter-religious and Jewish-
Christian institutes and diaslogue groups. |

4. Stimulate discussion on an inter-religious basis
on the nature, status and future of pluralism in America,

5. Contimue and deepen relationships with Christian
scholars on the development of a theology of Judaiem.

The program would also involve:
‘1. The convening of Jawish scholars, commmity relations
specialists and youth workers to discuss and evaluate
the nature of the problem and to develop ongoing

strategies for systematic and systemic treatment,

2. The convening of a national interreligious comsultation
to deal with the varies issues involved in the new

evangelism.



-
3. The commissioning of research to determine the
incidence and effect of évmgolm as related to the
quhh community with particular emphasis on youth.

4. The preparation and dissemination of varied
materials stressing the positive aspects of Jewish re-
ligion and culture.

‘5. Field assistance in specific situations involving
commmity tensions caused by the new evangelism.
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PRINCE OF PEACE
IS BORW AGAIN

Sermons, songs and pageants; millions of cards and yards of wrapping
paper borrow Bible phrases quoted by Samuel Taylor Coleridge in concluding
his poem, A Christmas Carol:

"Peace, Peace on Earth! the Prince of Peace is born."

Is it mockery, this annual festival of peace in a world of no peace?
Cultural conditioning supported by commercialism? Fond memories of Santa
Claus and stockings hung in the joy of childhood?

Or hope? A hope of peace stretching over centuries; an annual reminder

that the earth has a hopé for peace.

1972: the Prince of Peace is born again, into a world aching for peace,
When, in nearly 2,000 years, has Christmas come to a peacefulleafth?

And the world of people and nations was not at peace when, according to
the Gospel of Luke, the birth of the Christ child was announced to shepherds
in the field and the heavens reverberated with a chorus:

"Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among men
with whom he is pleased™ (RSV).

The angelic choir was hardly describing the condition of Palestine or
the Roman world. It was heralding a gift, God's gift: peace, the possibility
of peace, the hope of peace, | ‘

Individuals and nations seem all too inclined to leave the gift wrapped,
or treat it as an antique ornament too fragile to be removed from the box-

and hung in the living room.
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Yet the Word, the announcement of the gift's reality, is not lost.
Lurking in history and hearts, the hope for peace refuses to be smothered
in tissue, distracted by tinsel or tossed aside when the tree turns brown.

Lawrence Ferlinghetti has written:

"Christ climbed down

from His bare tree

this year

and ran awaYeesee!

From what? Away from breakable stars, electric lights, "televised Wise
Men," fake white beards and "jinglebell heaven," says the poet.

To where? To the night "of everybody's anonymous socul" to await the
"unimaginable...impossibility,..of Second Comings."

As theologians and poets, both ancient and modern, remind a not too
attentive world, the unlikely nature of God's gift of peace is precisely what
makes it remarkable. Hope hangs on in the knowledge that the gift is not
withdrawn, as Christopher Smart wrote:

"God all-bounteous, all-creative,

Whom no ills from good dissuade,

Is incarnate, and a native

of the very world Hec made,™

But some Christmas, as it is celebrated in the U.S. and many other
parts of the world, obscures the message and meaning of the nativity of God's
Good News. Indeed, voices ask if the commercial thrusts and social demands
associated with Crhistmas have not turned W. B. Yeats into a prophet.

Yeats, the Nobel prize winner for literature in 1923, was led to wonder
by the advent of Christmas if Western society's Christian goals were giving
way to viclence and savagery. He asked,

"And what rough beast, its hour come round at last,

Slouches toward Bethlehem to be born?"
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Some look at plastic creches, Santa Clauses in sanctuaries and
Christmas parades filled with Walt Disney characters and say, with poet
Charles Olson, "dirty Christmas.” These critics would phase out Christmas
as it has developed, possibly even giving up the December 25 anniversary
in favor of nativity celebrated throughout the year.

Early Christian histroy lends a degree of support to those who despair
of modern Christmas. As is generally conceded, the exact time of the birth
of Jesus is not known. A strong tradition placed the event on the 25th of
the month, But which month?

For at least three centuries, the church designated various days of the
year as "Christmas,™ yet "in most places there was no special feast of the
Nativity," according to Father Francis X, Weiser, S.J,, in "The Christmas
Book,™ .

It was not until the reign of the Roman Emperor Constantine that the
Western church, centered in Rome, declared Dec. 25 as the feast of the
nativity. Father Weiser notes that the church did not "rule that we know
the precise date of Christ's birth, but merely assigned a certain day in
order to unify the celebration of a religious feast of such importance.™

A part of the reason Dec. 25 was chosen by the church was a desire to
"replace the popular pagan celebration of the winter solstice by the festivi-
ties of a truly Christian holiday," says Father Weiser.

The late December Roman celebration was the "Birthday of the Unconquered
Sun,™ holy in the cult of Mithras, and marked by great public festivities
and feasts honoring the sun god. Holidays marking the winter solstice, or
Yule, were common among ancient people in the Northern Hemisphere, the
solstice being the time the sun was furthest south of the equator in the
earth's revolutions,

The church tried hard to root out the vestiges of the Yiule festival
that remained in the ™ass of Christ,” wnich is what Christmas means, That
it was not totally successful is rcadily apparent. In common practice, Yule
and Christmas came to be combined, and it is easy for critics of the mcdern
observance to contend that Yule conquered Christmas instead of Christmas

transforming the Yule.
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The various "put Christ back in Christmas™ campaigns over the past few
decades in the U.S. have particularly called into question the enormous
attention to gifts,

While the giving of gifts at Christmas certainly bears relation to God's
gift and to the presentations made to the Christ child by the Magi, the
exchange of presents near the time of the solstice also has a "pagan" origin.
Romans gave and received on January l. After Christmas was set on Dec. 25,
the gift-giving took on more Christian meanings, though all predominantly
Christian cultures do not put their gift time.on the same day in the. Christmas
season.

The Christmas Eve visit of Santa Claus in the U.S., as Father Weiser
explains, is a combination of two European customs: small gifts left in the
name of St. Nicholas in stockings on the night before Dec. 6, the festival
of that saint, and presents children believed Jesus left under Christmas
trees on Christmas Eve.

Despite the religious significance which giving and receiving gifts can
have, questions can be raised about the Christian relevance of the practice
as it has developed in the U.S.

Are there links between the frazzled nerves, obligatory packages and
debts incurred in December and "glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace...?" Is there time and energy to deal with hope for peace?

Usually, somehow hope edges through, for some people, making Christmas
worth keeping. After all, the gift of Ged is like Francis Thompson's
relentless "hound of heaven.” The hope for peace is not dependent on human
initiative; the heavenly host of Luke didnot appear on cue from a society
seeking God's incarnate love.

Ged, the New Testament declares, called the first Christimas celebration
because of his own favor. The absence of a date inthe Bible is itself
significant, for it does not limit or restrict nativity. Christmas in July

or October? Why not,
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Yet the church was not misled in wanting a special, common occasion
to celebrate the birth of Jesus, to join all believers in a carol of jovy
and hope for peace.

Even in the commercial, exhausting modern version of Christmas, the
repetitious Yule customs and sentimental memories never quite escape the
haunting song of the angels. As Oliver G. Powell says in a Christmas
prayer: _

"Hallelujah, God! You've had your say again, Christ is born, There
is a light no darkness can put out, There is a faith no doubts can destroy.
You've given us hope again."

0=
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THE YEAR IN RELIGION - 1972

By Religious News Service

A surge of spirituality and concern for public policy dominated

American religion in 1972,
The religious communities and culture in general experienced what

many saw as steps in a new spiritual revival. There were intensified
-‘_-_‘____-___'—'_-_-_._‘_..-—F‘-_--‘

evangelistic thrusts and growth in the charismatic or neo-Pentecostal

S—"

Jovenonts

At the same time, religious commitment and priorities were brought
into the Presidential election in an unprecedented way.

Other highlights included election of a new Orthodox Ecumenical
Patriarch, choice of the first black president of the National Council
of Churches and the first black gemeral secretary of the World Council
of Churches, holding of the last NCC General Assembly, advances and
defeats in the ecumenical movement and continued religious involvement
in such trouble spots as Northern Ireland, southern Africa and the
liiddle East,

The growing strength of the charismatic movement was seen when
nearly 12,000 people attended the Sixth International Conference on the

e

Charismatic Renewal in the Catholiec Church, held at Notre Dame. And

" e

an unofficial Lutheran charismatic conference drew 6,000 participants

e 8

in Minneapolis, The first official dialogue of Catholics with non=-

Catholic Pentecostals was held in Zurich, And an ecumenical charismatic
gathering in Stockholm had 10,000 in attendance.

The year also saw a strong emphasis on evangelism, In June some
85,000 young people attended Explo 72, an evangelism congress held in
Dallas by Campus Crusade for Christ, The first Sunday of December, the
beginning of Advent, opened the preparatory period for Key 73, a nation=-
wide evangelistic effort to run through 1973. Over 130 dcnominational
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"bodics and other religious groups, including a number of Catholic

dioceses, are participating. lir. Grahan continued to draw large crowds
to his crusades, held in 1972 in Birmingham, Charlotte, Clcveland and
Nagaland, a renote section of India that was celebrating the 100th

anniversary of Baptist work therc. Astronaut James Irwin, a Southern

—————

Baptist layman, entered the field of evangelisnm,

The Jesus llovenent, a blending of old-time religion with hippie

. T

life style, appecarcd to have subsided to ..some extent, however, and the

R

Children of God, accused of estranging young people from their families,
‘..___,_...--""-'__'_'_“-———-..
were reportedly moving out of the courntry.

In the morc conventional measurement of religious life -- church

menbership statistics =~ there was little evidence of significant

%9)'\'novement, though some Churches continucd the pattern of declines

ﬂ;

reported in rccent years, while others, particularly conservative
groups, were inpressing observers with their growth, Financial

receipts were gencrally going up, but the advances were often more than
offset by inflation,

In the 1972 election, President Nixon became the first Republican
Presidential candidate to win a majority of Catholic votes. He pléased
Catholics by sending a letter to Cardinal Terence Cooke commending his
efforts to get New York's liberal abortion law repealed; In what some
observers saw as part of a national resurgence of anti;abortion senti-
ment, the legislature voted for repcal, but Gov. Nelson Rockefeller
vetoed the repeal neasure.

When a Presidential Commission on Population Growth and the Ameri:

can Future, headed by Gov. Rockefeller's brother, Johm D, III, issued a

report favoring abortion, President Nixon joined Catholic officials in
expressing opposition, And Catholics held a Respect for Life Week in
October to cemphasize their concern over abortion, along with problens
of the elderly, youth, the family, poverty and peace, Ir. Nixon's
long-standing support for parochial school aid also helped hin gain

Catholic support,
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With less success, Sen, lMcGovern appealed to Catholics by stating
that he too favored aid to parochial schools, and that he would not
sponsor abortion legislation as President but leave it to the states.
He chose a Catholic, Sen. Tom Eagleton of Missouri, as a running mate,
and when Mr, Eagleton was replaced, picked another Catholic, Sargent

Shriver.
Despite some exceptions, the Presidential contest tended to divide

Protestanig according to their position on the conflict between liberals

stressing church act;on_EEEEEEEﬂEEEQ_EQQISmmand .poverty and conserva--

tzves emphaaiz1ng individual conver51on and personal morality.

e o A i e A i

Sen. JcGovern, son of a Methodist minister and himself briefly a

student for the ministry, had been influenced by the social gospel and
SR B R LT e e

reflected 1ts _moral idealism. He drew support from numerous churchmen

— St

identified with the ecumeuical movement. They particularly applauded

his pledge to withdraw U.S. forces from Vietnam, a central concern of
religious groups throughout 1972.

In January, 650 Protestant, Orthodox, Catholic and Jewish partici-
pants in an NCC-initiated Ecumenical Witness in Kansas City declared
that the Nixon Administration's Vietnamization policy was immoral. A
panel established at the gathering later issued a report accusing the
U.,S. of violating Nuremberg principles. While there were fewer nmass
demonstrations in 1972, churchmen issued many statements against the war.
And in New York, Catholic nuns for the first time held a demonstration
at St. Patrick's Cathedral to press the archdiocese to take an anti=-war
stance.,

In July, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC general secratary, accussd the
U.5. of deliberately bonmbing dikes in North Vietnan and said Presicdent

Nixon was refusing to see churchmen who wanted to express their concerns

aBout the war, ther John Mclaughlin, S.J.,)a White House staff member,
accused Dr, Blake of "uncritical opinion;;I;g." One of the first acts
of Dr, Philip Potter after he succecded Dr. Blake as general secretary
Nov, 1 was to write Mr, Nixon urging that he sign the Vietnam peace

treaty then under consideration.
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Dr. David Hunter, deputy gecneral secretary of the NCC, was one of
several churchmnen who visited North Vietnam during the year, And some
North Vietnamese churchmen participated in the Second International-
Assembly of Christians in Solidarity with the People of Indo-China,
held in Quebec in October. A committee appointed there drew up a
statement, eventually signed by an international group of 72 prominent
theologians, charging that U.S. policies in Indo-China had caused a
disaster approaching genocidal proportions. The National Conference
of Catholic Bishops, meeting in November, reiterated its 1971 call for
an end to the war. And in December, the NCC General Assembly in Dallas
called for a halt to U.S. bombing and advocated amnesty for war resist-
ers,

Two of the most prominent anti-war churchmen, the Berrigan brothers,
were in the news throughout the year;. In the Harrisburg (Pa.) Con-
spiracy Trial, Father Philip Berrigan, S.S.J., and six others were
tried on charges of couspiring to kidnap Henry Kissinger and commit
other illegal acts of protest. The jury could not agree on a verdict
for the conspiracy charge, but convicted Father Berrigan and Sister
Elizabeth licAllister on secondary charges of smuggling letters in and
out of the prison where Father Berrigan was serving sentences for
earlier anti-war acts. Father Daniel Berrigan, S.J,.,, was paroled in
February from the sentence he was serving for destroying draft records
in Catonsville, lid., in 1968. And in November, parole was announced
for Father Philip Berrigan, to be effective Dec. 20.

Taking a different approach, the Southern Baptist Convention said
at its annual meeting in Philadelphia that the war should be ended by
achieving U.S. objectives =-- release of U.S. prisoners and preservation
of South Vietnamese independence. And it declined to endorse amnesty,

While churchmen in the anti=war movement genmerally backed Sen.
McGovern, President Nixon had the support of many conservative evangeli-

cals, including his long-time friend, evangelist Billy Graham,
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A majority of both liberals and conservatives in the religious
conmunity welcomed Mr, Nixon's February visit to China and his trip
to the Soviet Union in kay. During the latter visit he became the
first American President to attend a service at the Moscow Baptist
church,

Many, though not all, black church leaders opposed lir, Nixon,
interpreting such positions as his stand against busing as indications
of an anti-black attitude. Under the leadership of the Rev, Ralph
David Abernathy, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference endorsed
Sen, lMcGovern. The Democratic candidate was also backed by the Rev,
Jesse Jackson, who formed a new black development organization,
Operation PUSH (People United to Save Humanity), early in the year
after breaking with lir., Abernathy.

The inportance of busing as a symbolic issue in race relations was
evident in the support given Gov. George Wallace on the issue prior to
the assassination attempt that took him out of the race. And the first
official dismissed by Mr. Nixon after his reelection was Father Theodore
Hesburgh, chairman of the U,S, Civil Rights Commission, who, like many
other religious leaders and groups during the year, had spoken out
against the President's views on busing,

A majority of Jews continued their tradition of voting for Demo-
cratic Presidential candidates, But the percentage voting for lir,.
Nixon was twice or more what it was in 1968. Backers of the President
praised him particularly for his support of Israel, whose security
continued to be a matter of acute concern to Jews in a year that saw
Japanese terrorists sympathetic to the Arab cause massacre 26 people,
including 14 Puerto Rican Christian pilgrims, at the airport in Tel
Aviv, and Arabs kill 11 Israeli athletes at the Munich Olympics.

| President ixon was under pressurce from Jews to hold up trade
agreements he concluded during his visit to the Soviet Union as long as
exit fees were imposed on Soviet Jews wishing to emigrate. Senator
licGovern, seeking to check Mr, Nixon's inroads into the Jewish community,
supported Jews on the trade issue and expressed a "moral" commitment to

Israel,
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Religinus groups were reprcsented at the [iami Ecach conventions
by Jesus People and SCLC officials, local religious leaders seeking to
prevent violent confrontations, some churchmen elected as delegates and
others giving invocationsm and benedictions, Cardinal John Krol of
Philadelphia gave the benediction following President Nixon's speech
accepting renomination.

Among the clergymen who waged successful campaigns of their own
were Father Robert Drinan, S.J., a Democrat reelected as a Representa-
tive from Mass,; the Rev. Andrew Young, a Democrat elected as the first
black Representative from Georgia in this century; the Rev, William
Hudnut III, a Republican elected as a Representative from Indiana, and
the Rev. Walter Fauntroy, a Democrat reclected as the nonvoting dele-
gate to the House of Representatives from the District of Columbia,

An inmportant event in the Orthodox world was the death of its
spiritual leader, Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I who brought
Orthodoxy into the World Council of Churches and reestablished relations
with Rome., His successor, Patriarch Demetrios I, was lowest in senior-
ity among the prelates of the Holy Bynod of Constantinople (Istanbul),
but more prominent candidates were vetoed by the Turkish govermment.

Women and ethnic minorities continued to break barriers in the
religious world during 1972, Sally Priesand became the first woman to
be ordained as a rabbi in the U.S., though a woman was reportedly
ordained in Germany in the 1930's. Episcopal bishops of the U,S. voted
74-61 in favor of ordaining women, but some Anglo-Catholic or '"high
church" groups had warned that schism could result in the 1973 General
Convention if the Church approved ordination of women. Disappointment
was expressed by many women when Pope Paul opened certain minor clerical
orders to the laity but specified that gomen were excluded.

Dr. Philip Potter, a Methodist from the Caribbean, became the first

black and first Third World WCC general gecretary., Dr. Sterling Cary,
-—-“_-—"-"-‘-ﬁ-—-.._“.‘_

a United Church of Christ executive, became the first black NCC presi-

" dent, United Methodists voted to merge the last of their separate black

and white regional conferences.,
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Spanish-speaking Americans received greater attention in church
circles in 1972 than they had previously. And increased emphasis was
placed on the needs and potential contribution of Aﬁerican Indians.,
Indian spokesmen and many white sympathizers were expressing respect
for the values of native Indian religion, particularly in coanection
with ecology.

Along with the advances of individuals, there was a novenent to
insist that the churech should not only end discriminatory practices,

but takc positive action to ensure that certain groups were repre=-

sented accoxrding to set percentages, The NCC, for exanmple, set(éggzzgﬁhj:D

e

for women, blacks, youth and members of the laity on its governing
board,

Churchmen assecssing Vatican II ten years after its opening found
ecumenical advancce among its nost significant contributions, though
they called for further strides., The changed climate was demonstrated
when Archbishop lMichael Ransey of Canterbury became the first Anglican
primate to preach at St., Patrick's Cathedral in New York.,

Announcement at the end of 1271 that a Catholic-Anglican committee
had reached substantial agrcement on the doctrine of the Eucharist
helped ecumenists begin the new year with strengthened hopes. On a
visit to England, Cardinal Jan Willebrands stayed at Archbishop Ramsey's
London residence, Lambeth Palace, and became the first Catholic since
the Reformation to say Mass there,

A joint committee of the NCC and the Catholic Church issued a
report favorable to Catholic membership in the NCC, and a report favor=
ing Catholic membership in the British Council of Churches was issued
in England, Council leaders in the U.S. expressced hope that a re-
structure plan approved by the General Assemnbly would nake the NCC a
nmore cffective organization and make a Catholic application for member=-
ship more likely. The restructure, which followed restructurec moves in
several denoninations, eliminated the tricnnial General Assembly, and
concentrated authority in an enlarged general board, now to be called

the governing board,
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The Congregational and Presbyterian Churches in England accomp-
lished the first merger in that country since the Reformation, becoming
the United Reformed Church, But after years of debate tho Church of
England turned down a plan of union with the Methddist Church, which
had approved it.

The Consultation on Church Union (COCU) got a set-back when the
United Presbyterian Church voted to withdraw, an ironic hilow'since COCU
was initiated in 1960 by Dr. Blake, then chief executive officer for -
United Presbyterians. Further stepé toward a threatened éplit in the
Presbyterian Church, U.S, (Southern) werc taken, but in a move toward
reconciliation the Church elected a prominent éonsefv#tive, Dr. L.
Nelson Bell, as moderator. The Lutheran Church—miséoﬁfi Synod continued
to be embroiled in controwersy over alleged doctrinal laxnesé atzits
Concordia Seminary in Bt, Louis.

Jewislhi~Christian relations werec strquthened through such develop~
ments as Christian expressions of support for Soviet Jewry and an
upprecedented dialogue arranged by the American Jewish Commitfee and
tpe Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, Statements
condemning anti-Semitism were passed by the quadrennial General Confer-
ence of the United lethodist Cpurch, the Southgrn_BaptistIConvention
ahd the_SBC—related Baptist Convention of Israel, But.Jews\expressed
fears that Kéy 73 and otherlevangelistic activity wouid iocrease efforts
at proselytization. Jewish-Christian relations were also troubled b&

statements from some Christian sources accusing Israel of unjust actions

: against Palestinian Arabs,

i

It was disclosed, as the year closed, that in 1938 Pope Pius XI
ciommissioned an American Jesuit, Father John LaFarge, to draft am.
enqyglical_condeming anti-Semitism. The Pope died dm éarly 1939 and the

document, though completed, was never published.
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In Northern Ircland, Protestants and Catholics battled on despite
efforts of many churchmen, including Billy Graham and other visitors
from the U.S., to work for peacc. In a move that it hoped would allay
the fears of Ulster Protestants and prepare the ground for eventual
uniocn, the Republic of Ireland c¢liminated its constitutional provision
that gave special status to the Catholic Church.

In the Phiiippines, Christians found themselves fighting Muslims
in disputes over land on the island of Mindanao early in the year,
However, this was overshadowed by later developnents when martial law
was declared,

Southern Africa continued to be a troubled area. The South Africa
Appcals Court rcversed the conviction of Anglican Dean Gonville ffrench-
Beytagh on charges of violating the Terrorism Act, but he decided
nonetheless that it was advisable for him to leave the country. Angli-
can Bishop Colin O'Bricn Winter was expal;od from South;West Africa for
siding with striking black workers. The head of the Finnish Lutheran
nission to South-West Africa, the Rev, Mikko Ihamaki, went home for a
furlough and was not allowed to return, In Rhodesia the Catholic
Bishops Conference and liethodist Bishop Abel Muzorewa took the lead in
denouncing proposcd terms for a settlement between the white government
and England.

At a Cbutril Committee meeting in Utrecht, the WCC voted to con-
tinue ard double the fund goal for its Program to Combat Racism. It
also voted to setl stocks it held in companies doing business in snuth;
ern Africa, In the U.S., the 'corporate resporsibility' movement to
bring stockholder challenges or sell stock in companies involved in
southern_Africa, as well as those manufacturing wnr.materials or carry;
ing out other activities consideored socially harmful, gained momentun,

| Sone black-ruled areas of Africa saw troubled church-state rela-
tions also, .In Zaire the Africanization program of President Mobutu;
which-included a requircment that Christian baptismal names be replaced
with African namcs, brought him into conflict with Catholic Archbishop

Albert Malula., The Vatican approved use of African mames, and the
&



RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE -10- THE YEAR IN RELIGION - 1972

cardinal then agreed to accept that and other parts of the President's
progran,

In Uganda, Président Idi Anmin followed up his expulsion of Asians
living therc by ordering a number of Christian missionaries to leave.
Churches were active in efforts to rescettle the Asians.

A brighter spot was the Sudan, where the WCC and the All Africa
Conference of Churches played a role in ending a civil war between the
ruling Arab [uslims and the Christian and animist Southeiners.

In the U.S, some church groups stepped up cfforts for recestablish-
ment of diplomatic rclations with Cuba., And in Europe acceptance of
political changes resulting from World War II was evidenced with formal
recognition of the now German-Polisihh boundary =-- first by government
treaty and then by Pope Paul's appointment of Palish bishops for the
former German territories. The willingness of the Comnunist government
of Poland to accept religion as a continuing influence was shown by the
official welcone given Cardinal Krol, who is of Polish ancestry, when
he visited the country.

Supported by the Vatican, Spanish bishops became morec critical of
the Franco regime, and were warned in turn that the governnent would not
allow interfercnce., The Ukrainian Rite of the Catholic Church continued
its cfforts to gain autonomy while remaining in communion with Rone,

Refusal of Jchovah's Witnesses to perform military service, salute
flags and subnit to other government requirements brought them into
difficulties in Singapore, South Africa, Nigeria, Malawi, Spain and
elsewhere,

Religious groups continued to involve themsclves in a2 wide variety
of social issucs during 1972 -- lettuce boycott, prison reform, gun
control, consumcr rights, drug abuse, divorce, civil liberties. Bepre;
sentatives of religious groups werc at the United Nations C@oference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in Santiago and the UN Confcrence on the

Human Environment in Stockholm,
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Churches maintained various programs of aid -- to victins of
fighting in the Sudan, Bangladesh, Burundi and Indo-China, to develop-
ment projects for impoverished groups in the U.S. and abroad, to dis-
aster victins in the Philippines, South Dakota and storm;damaged areas
of Pennsylvania and New Yorlk.

Churches were involved in discussions on various aspects of sexu=-
ality, and a regional unit of the United Church of Christ carried out
what was thought to be the first ordination of a declarcd homosexual,

In the world of entertainment, considerable attention was aroused
by "Marjoe," a novic portraying the consciously-fraudulent cevangelisn
of a young man whose parents had promoted him as a child preacher fron
the age of four. The NCC, U.S. Catholic Conference and Synagogue
Council of America for the first time gave Interrcligious Film Awards
-~ to "Fiddler on the Roof," "One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisevich"
and "Garden of the Finzi-Continis.," Various religious groups raised
objections to sone television programning, particularly the showing of
X and R rated novies and prograns dealing with violence, abortion and
interreligious marriage.

Lovers of art were shocked when an apparently berserk mam with a
hanmer attacked Michelangelo's Picta at the Vatican. Experts found,
however, they could repair it so that the damage would be virtually
unnoticeable.

Supreme Court decisions bearing on religion included rulings that
Anish children were cxenpt from laws requiring high school attendance
and that the death penalty as it had been administered was unconstitu-
tional,

Perennial issues that made the news from time to time during§ the
year included tax exemption for religious organizations and church
property, freedon and authority in the church and problens of recruit-

ing and holding clergy, the latter leading to increased use of the
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pernanent diaconate in the Catholic Church, Christian cducation was
the subject of a pastoral letter of U.S, Catholic bishops, their first
pastoral since 1968, Popc Paul sounded several warnings against
radicalisnm in the Church. And there was renewed debate over the mili-
tary chaplainecy, both because of the Vietnan War and in connection with
the court martial, ending in acquittal, of Navy Chaplain Andrew Jensen
on adultery charges, a court martial strongly denounced by his denomi;
nation, the Amcrican Baptist Churches (formerly American Baptist Conw
vention),

A progran. in the Baton Rouge diocese that would have allowed
divorced Catholics to return to the sacraments if they thought they
could do so in '"good conscience" rececived wide publicity, and then was
suspended by the Vatican,

Anong the religious figurcs who died in 1972, in addition to
Patriarch Athenagoras, were Mahalia Jackson, the gospel singer; Lord
Geoffrey Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury from 1945 to 1961; Cardinal
Eugene Tisserant, dean of the College of Cardinals; Joseph Fielding
Smith, president of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter:ﬁay Saints

(Mornon), and Archbishop Ruben Josefson, primate of the Church of Sweden,

-0-
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religion.

No Jewish leader serionsly
anticipates attempts at forced
conversion in America, where
the power of government —

the constitution. '
But Jewish sensitivity on the
subject of proseltyzing has been
heightened in recent years by
reports that thousands of young
Jews are joining such organiza-
tions as ‘““Jews for Jesus.” On
(college campuses particularly,
Jmappemh!&hawme
strong appeal for young

of nominally Jewish -
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"Apollo 8 has a message for_you,"

5 Fifty million people around the world were glued to
their television and radio sets, watching and listening
as three bold astronauts made man's first trip around
the moon, In a typically American twang, a voice from
: outer space went on through the stillness of the night
10 (to read the first verse of Genesis:

In the beginning God created the heaven and
the earth.

> Then another voice, and another, rang through the
air as each of the three took his turn in reading the
first ten verses of the Bible. They ended:

And God called the dry land Earth; and the

L gathering together of the waters called he Seas;
and God saw that it was good,
And then ...
2% "And from the crew of Apollo 8 we close with
good night, good luck, and Merry Christmas and all italics
God bless all of you -- all of you on the good
earth."
30

Christmas Eve, 1968, was a memorable night in the
history of mankind.
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became New York, and the Baptists, who found their new
home in Rhode Island, to name only a few. Our Amish
and Mennonites also were among the oppressed who found
liberty in the New World.

The philosophy of religious freedom in America has
enabled these and other groups to live side by side
in peac ) ovided a clima € birth
and growth of strictly native American religions, chief
among them the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints (Mormans) and the Church of Christ Scientist,
better known as Christian Science.

Much of the physical and economic growth of America
can be attributed to the contributions of religious
leaders. Methodist circuit riders, making their
preaching rounds on horseback, helped to open up the
midwest. Roman Catholic priests, such as Father
Junipero Serra in California, contributed to the build
ing of the Far West. Father Jacques Marquette, with

When we "remember the Alamo,'" where Davy Crockett
and James Bowie died defending Texas against the
exicans, we should also remember that the huildlng w
not a fort -= it was a Roman Catholic missi
LJ\{\* o 'a 4 h¢ E"Lb si“'g?ﬁf’ B g ﬁ"‘"ﬂ\w
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM REQUIRES VIGILANCE

In the following pages are mentioned some of the
great documents and events that formed the foundation
stones of the Republic and testimonies of revered
leaders showing that ours is, in truth, "One Natiom
Under God." It is hoped that this booklet may serve
to remind all Americans of their precious heritage and
awaken in every man and woman, boy and girl, the

Pica Typewrltar...........................55 Characters

Louis Joliet, explored the upper Mississippi River basin.
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determination to keep it alive forever.

on our part could result in generations of young peopl
growing up unfamiliar with the firm moral foundatioms
upon which our country rests. The present is full of
the problems and needs of the "now" generation, yet
our nation is what it is because of what it has been,
together with what man wants to make it.

It is important, therefore, not only that our youth
but our older generations as well remain aware of the
principles that have made the United States unique.
Important in this context are the words of the great
Quaker, William Penn:

Unless we are governed by God we will be
ruled by tyrants.

The men and women who built America have been moti=-
vated -- and in turn have motivated others =-- by a.
spiritual zeal that probably has never been equaled in
the long history of the world,

Perhaps the essential genius of America, its pro-
foundest philosophy, is enunciated best by the French
historian and politician, Alexis de Tocqueville, who
observed in "Dgnopbracy_in America'':

Not until I went into the churches of
America and heard her pulpits flame with
righteousness did I understand the secret
of her genius and power.

To accomplish that, vigilance is essential. Laxity
e.
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America is great because America is good ...
and if America ever ceases to be good ...
America will cease to be great.

RELIGION THE DYNAMIC OF OUR HISTORY

"In the name of God -- Amen" are the opening words
of the Mayflower Compact, composed by a doughty little
band of men and women in 1620 as they prepared to set
foot on territory as strange to them as the moon was
to our spacement.

A painting of Pocahontas, the Indian bride of
Captain John Smith, being baptized into Christianmity,
graces the magnificent rotunda of our nation's Capitol
. The first entry in the city records of Nieuw Amster,
dam, now New York, was the prayer of a Dutch minister,
one of my predecessors in our ancient Reformed Church,
founded in 1628,

"The Star Spangled Banner,'" "America the Beautiful
and "My Country 'Tis of Thee" are sung as national
anthems -- and hymns., There is no more stirring song
than Julia Ward Howe's "Battle Hymn of the Republic."

of the House of Representatives, the Senate and the
U.S. Supreme Court begin with prayer. Every President]
takes his oath of office on a Bible. Witnesses swear
on Bibles before testifying in court proceedings,

The religious conviction that is part of America
runs wide and deep. From the White House to the vil-
lage green Americans work and worship, pray and believ
in the freedom forged by their forefathers. Each is
free to pursue his spiritual life as he wishes. at
home and in his house of worship.

Pica TYpPOWritOreicseseccccsecvssscceeassssesD5 Characters

Our money carries the motto "In God We Trust." Sessions
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RELIGION EARLY RODE THE SEA WAVES
AS AMERICAN HISTORY UNFOLDED

The most. famous ship in American history was the

Mayflower, a tiny vessel powered by winds off the great

deep. She carried a cargo of Protestant men and womer
who came not as political pilgrims but as religious
pilgrims. They wanted to live in a place where they
could worship God according to their own consciences.

When their little ship sailed westward into the
mists of the Atlantic, a nation undex God was riding
into history.

THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT

A remarkable scene in the history of nations was
enacted aboard the Mayflower when it dropped anchor in
Plymouth harbor many weeks later. There, under the
low-hung beams of the cabin, a group of determined and
believing men compacted together to build a God-center
God-ruled state. Notable among historic documents is
the Mayflower Compact, the first instrument of govern-
ment in this land, which formed the basis upon which
an orderly society was established., The historic sign
ing is depicted below.

RELIGIOUS BASIS OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

The Declaration of Independence was written by God-
fearing people, for it affirms belief in a Creator wha
gives to men certain inalienable rights.

And those men who affixed their signatures to it di
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Dip very courageous act. They literally took their livef

in their hands for had the Revolution, which they were
encouraging, been unsuccessful, they would have been
hung as traitors and their property confiscated. But,
5 believing in freedom of the mind and of the soul, they
put aside their fears and struck out for justice and
human values with these familiar words that are dear
to the hearts of us all:

10 We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal; that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain inalienable rights;

" that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness,

=
|

13
FIRST THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATION

Many other documents of early America contained
humble, dedicated references to Almighty God. Take,
for example, the first official govermment Proclamation
of Thanksgiving issued on November 1, 1777, by the
Second Continental Congress, in which it set aside
December 18 of that year as a day of solemn thanksgivihg,
praise and prayer patterned after the first informal
celebration of the Pilgrims on the anniversary of thei
first desolate year in the New World: $

25

La |

...it is the indispensable duty of all men to
adore the superintending Providence of Almighty
God; to acknowledge with gratitude their obliga-
tion to him for benefits received, and to implore
such further blessing as they stand in need of...

3o cap?
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B Another of the influential and talented men in early
America was Benjamin Franklin, His intellectual curi- : Picture of
osity led him to conduct electrical experiments by i Fraoklin?
flying a kite in a thunderstorm. He also invented bi-- :
5 {focal eyeglasses not unlike those we wear today, the '
Franklin stove and many other devices. :
Franklin's spiritual influence was of historic pro-
portions. It was his exhortation to prayer that broke i
deadlock over Congressional representation at the ;
10 IConstitutional Convention in Philadelphia in 1787 when| :
he rose and addressed the group. ;
Gentlemen, &e declared-,) I have lived a long :
time and am convinced that God governs the '
s affairs of men. If a sparrow cannot fall to '
the ground without His notice, is it probable : caps
that an empire can rise without His aid? I, i
therefore, move that prayers imploring the -
assistance of Heaven be held every morning :
20 before we proceed to business.
It was not long before a compromise was reached and|
the United States Constitution was born -- on the wings
of prayer, .
25
OUR PRESIDENTS WERE RELIGIOUS MEN :
It has been said that there never was anywhere assembled
55 at a prior time in history a group of men so great asT

FPULL PAGE 24

among them was, of course, George Washington, father
of our country, a8 man of abiding faith.

those who presided at the birth of our country. Supreme
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& One of the most impressive scenes in American history
is that of Washington praying on his knees in the snow
at Valley Forge at a time when the fortunes of the
fledgling nation were at their lowest ebb. Suffering
- 3 lalong with his soldiers, his example of prayer and
faith encouraged them to keep the spark of Revolution
alive at its most discouraging point. A representation
of Washingtion in prayer is on display at the Federal
Hall National Memorial on Wall Street, which is on the
0 |gite where our first president was inaugurated.

One of the most gifted intellectuals of early America--
or of anytime--was Thomas Jefferson, a rare genius whose
inventions may be seen at Monticello, the hilltop hom
he designed and built in Virginia. As a thinker of
rare accomplishment, who founded the University of
Virginia at Charlottesville, he not only wrote the
Declaration of Independence but had much to do with the
composition of the Constitution of the United States.

The sage of Monticello described himself as a Deist
a believer in God--and drew from his faith the conviction
.|that God had given freedom to the human mind, Without
this single basic idea, the United States might never
have had the Declaration of Independence as we know it,
and perhaps would not have become a land of free thought,
free inquiry and scientific understanding. Our develop-
ment in the fields of invention, of manufacture, of
distribution--indeed, our entire economy--is8 rooted in
the conviction that the human mind is free.

The faith of Jefferson is also evidenced by his
compilation of what is known as "The Jefferson Bible,'S \
in which he assembled into one chromnological account \
the story of Jesus as told in the four Gospels.

...._._.....-.......--...'--....---_-I.--._-...._-_.._..
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1| The religious lives of most of our presidents have |
been an open book. For example, John Quincy Adams, sia
our sixth President, read the bible over and over
regularly.
5| Abraham Lincoln, giant among men, walks tall in our
nation's annals. Possessed of the finest attributes--
faith, courage, wisdom, justice, compassion--he included
in many of his public addresses references to Almightj

8

-.h:|

N L L LTI

God, Notable among them is the closing passage of hi
10 [Farewell Address at Springfield, Illinois, on Februar
|11, 1861 as he prepared to take up the presidency:

"Without the assistance of that Divine
Being...l cannot succeed. With that

15 assistance I cannot fail. Trusting in

" Him who can go with me, and remain with
you, and be everywhere for good, let us
confidently hope that all will yet be well. :

20 THEODORE ROOSEVELT'S CREED

One of the most energetic of our statesman, Theodore
Roosevelt, was a faithful member of his church, from
which he derived a strong and simplistic body of per-
25 1sonal opinion he called "My Creed""

I believe in honesty, sincerity, and the square
deal; in making up one's mind what to do--and doing| it.
I believe in fearing God and taking one's own parg.

e ‘I believe in hitting the line hard when you are
right.
I believe in speaking softly and carrying a big
stick. : :

FULL PAGE 24
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Roosevelt, a vestryman of his church, enumerated '"The
Four Freedoms," which are firmly based on the religious
convictions that were his:

" God in his own way-=-everywhere in the world.

church service before his inauguration in 1953 and

Prayer Breakfast, which has been sponsored annually by

Freedom Foundation, Eisenhower directed attention to
the fact that our country emerged from religious origins.

ite Tyﬁewritar.............. ....... +++++.55 Characters

I believe in hard work and honest sport.

I believe in a sane mind in a same body.

I believe we have room for but one soul loyalty,
and that is loyalty to the American people,

In the critical days of World War II, Franklinm D.

THE FOUR FREEDOMS

In the future days, which we seek to make secure,
we look forward to a world founded upon:four essen-
tial human freedoms.

The first is freedom of speech and expression-=-
everywhere in the world.,

The second is freedom of every person to worship

The third is freedom from want ...
The fourth is freedom from fear.

CHALLENGE BY PRESIDENT EISENHOWER

President Eisenhower made an unprecedented pilgrimage

th his family and Cabinet members and their wives to
ortly thereafter introduced the first Presidential

ery President since.
In his "Challenge," delivered at a meeting of the
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He said:

If we are to win the hearts and beliefs of
men, we have to go back to fundamentals. Our
founding fathers said it was a religious con-
cept they were trying to translate into the
political world...Our form of govermment has
no sense unless it is founded in a deeply
felt religious faith,

1f we can be strong enough to sell this idea,
no false theory such as communism can make any
headway. We will be more confident of peace
and more certain that we can pass on to our
grandchildren the kind of life which does not
guarantee them opportunity to live in dignified
fashion with their God and their fellow citizems.

John Fitzgerald Kennedy was reared in a staunchly
Roman Catholic family, His allegiance to God, his
church, his country and his fellowman was deep-rooted
and steadfast. His inaugural address concludes with
these words: :

...Let us go forth to lead the land we love,
. asking His blessing and His help, but knowing
that here on eardh God's work must truly be our
own,

Summarizing his own religious convictions and per-

L haps expressing the feelings of earlier presidents as
e

11, Lyndon B. Johnson once observed:

No man could live in the house where I live and
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work at the desk where I work without needing
and seeking the support of earnest and frequent
prayer. Prayer has helped me to bear the burdens
of the first office, which are too great to be
borne by anyone alone.

Richard M. Nixon has added to White House life the
practice of holding religious services in the presiden
residence on Sunday mornings whenever practicable, an
elaboration of the innovation of President McKinley.
President Nixon has seen to it, moreover, that all
religious faiths have been represented at these gather
of the official "family."

. At a recent Billy Graham crusade Nixon said:

I have studied the lives of all the presidents
of this country, of both parties. They came from
different religions. Some were better churchgoers
than others, but there is one thing I have noted
about every man who has occupied this office, and
that is by the time he ended his term in office he
was more dedicated and more dependent on his
religious faith than when he entered it.

America would not be what it is today, the greate

"nation in the world, if this were not a nation which

has made progress under God. This nation would not
be great unless those who have led it had each in
his own way turned for help beyond himself,.

THE RELIGIOUS SPIRIT OF EARLY AMERICA

The Civil War produced one of the greatest speecheﬂ

ever delivered in the United States-~Lincoln's Gettysb

tial
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Address=--which contains in a few simple sentences the
deepest feelings of the American people. Inherent in
this address, given at the dedication of the National
Cemetery at Gettysburg on November 19, 1863, is the
philosophy of America as a nation under God.

The notable poetry in the days of America's beginnings

extolled God's guidance and presence. Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow's verse was particularly retavenft in ex- |
pressing a belief in the role of God's workmanship and
guidance in our nation., The words of perhaps his mos
famous poem are known to every school boy and 'girl:

Listen, my children, and you shall hear,
0f the midnight ride of Paul Revere....."—

This poem tells the story of the alert that spared
Boston from the British in 1775. It makes special
reference to the 0ld North Church, where Revere found

his signal light indicating the route of the approaching

Red Coats -~ "onme if by land, and two if by sea." Thﬁ
church still stands as a natxonal shrine on the Boston
waterfront. )- Y
The Touro Synagogue in Newporty dedicated in 1763
on the first day of Hanukkah, ghﬂewish festival; is
another religious landmark as our oldest existing
synagogue. The Zuilding, as played an important role

|in our history. The Rhode'Island General Assembly
held its first meeting there in 1780 after the evacuation

of Newport by the British, and later the State Supreme
Court met there. It was built by Jews welcomed to

Rhode Island by -Roger Williams, who founded the little
colony on the basis of religious equality and toleranc
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[ DOLLAR CARRIES THE MESSAGE

Like so many other everyday things, even our money
bears witness to the fact that ours is a God-founded :
$ nation, and it emphasizes the additiomal fact that as '
la nation we rely upon Divine Providence. :
On the dollar bill is a pyramid, which represents S
the building of our country. The fact that it is inoney photo
broken emphasizes that our nation is not yet completed. :

10 Directly above the pyramid is an "eye" symbolizing :
the eye of God, This stresses the importance of putting :
spiritual welfare above material prosperity. Our founding '

Fathers firmly believed that our strength was rooted :

in God and that our progress must always be under the :
15 Gatchful eye of Providence. H
Another important symbol is contained in the words i
"Annuit Coeptis'" in a semi-circle at the top of the :
seal., Referring to the Almighty, they mean "He has §
Iamiled on our undertakings." : :

20 And, finally, three Latin words appear directly

~under the pyramid, meaning "A new order of the ages."
That statement suggests that our nation, under God, is
introducing a new age in the life and freedom of mankind.

23 THE PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

In this booklet we have gathered together some of
the notable references to God's guiding power in the
life of our beloved country. They represent but a
fraction of the vast literature and documentation of
the United States that bear out the fact that we are,
indeed, one nation under God.

IJO
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Nothing summarizes it all better than our Pledge to
the Flag. In public meetings every day Americans are
moved in mind and heart as they stand together facing
the flag, voicing this simple but meaningful pledge.
It is an affirmation incorporating the basic principles
of America, namely, that it is one indivisible nation;
that it was formed and exists under Divine Providence,
and that it provides liberty and justice for all.
While this ideal may not yet have been completely
realized, it is the wvalid, basic principle built into
the fabric of our country -- all men are equal; all
men are emtitled to liberty and to justice.

I pledge allegiance to the flag

Of the United States of America :
And to the Republic for which it stands,

One nation, under God, indivisible,

With liberty and justice for all.
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