*
AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
6406 4 b

% «

é’% +'O

7 S S
3>y

THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

Preserving American Jewish History

MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection, 1945-1992.
Series C: Interreligious Activities. 1952-1992
Box 20, Folder 4, Flusser, David, 1970.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(513) 221-1875 phone, (513) 221-7812 fax
americanjewisharchives.org



Scumenical BGheological Research Fraternity In Fsrael

Chalrman: The Revd. Dr. Marcel Dubsls
Treasorer : The Revd. Dr. Willlam G. Dever

Secretary : The Revd. Peter Schnelder, M. A. ~ . ;
.l9. Jabotinsky Street ) ' P.O.B. 249
'-]qjunlnm. lsrael = Tel. : 30964

FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION QNLY - NOT FOR PUBLICATION

Outline Leoture Netes feor & Meeting of the Fraternity en 3 February 1970
at the Fraternity Headquarters by Prefesser David Flusser
on "Anti-J ow:ts_h Metives in the pest-A postolic Peried'

.?hngg exists a fameus Latin play from the Middle Ages, the Play of Daniel, in -
‘which the author shows a deep understanding ef the old Jewish hiatory, and a
deep sympathy for the ancient Jews. At the end of the play, Daniel prephesies
the coming of Christ: ' ' ' :

Ecce venit sanctus ille Cessent plana, cessit regnum
sanctorum sanctissimus, cessabit et unotie;

quem Rex iste jubet coli - instat regni Judaeorum
potens et fortissimus, finis et oppressie.

('Beheld the hely one comes, the most hely eof the holy, whom the King, mighty

and powerful, commands you te adere. The temples cease, the kingdom ends, the
aneintings alse shall be over; the end of the kingdem of the Jews and its - -
suppression is at hand.') Thus the coming ef Christ means the end of the Jews,

The first mention of Israel by a Gentile is the following statement of the
Pharaeh Merneptah: 'Carried off is Ashkelen; seized is Geser; Yancam is made
as that which does net exist; Israel is laid waste, his seed is net.' Thus the
first Gentile utterance about Israel is a proclamation of its neoh-existenace,
And this happened in the time when Meses lived! If I am not wrong, this was
alse a glorious time for the Christian future.

I den't want to explain the mystery of the existing non-existence ef Israel

and its deeper meaning, net enly because this meaning is linked with very real
suffering and martyrdem without end, But I am sufficiently objective te acknew-
ledge that in the case of Christianity, the story would be more legical if the
children of Israel would disappear some decades after the orucifixion; especially
because even if it is not histerically true, from the literary peint of view:
Jewry has to play in the stery the rele of the yillain. Christ was born among
the Jews, there were Jews who approved his death, and these whe did net, but by
his resurrection he became victerious over his enemies. As the Jews did net
" acoept Christianity and 'rejected' their Messiah, they were rejected by Ged.-

If they would be destroyed, or even would simply disappear, this would ke, I
understand, a literary and theoléogical justice, However, if .Christianity is
the true heir of the ancient Judaism, it i1s legical that an heir in the full
sense of the werd, can enly ke an heir if his father is dead.

At the beginning, it could even seem that Jewry weould shortly disappear. This
was the opinien ef Meliton of Sardis, who is a first witness of the acousatien
of deicide: Jewry, which killed God, swaits only its death, As Judaism existed
further, there arese a hope that it will be destroyed at the end of days. In
the VIth boek of the Sibylline Oracles, a beautiful Christian hymn says it very
plainly: enly Jewry will suffer evil pains, because. Jews have not recegnised
their Ged when he came, and they crucified him., The desoriptien ef hew the

Jews oruoified Jesus resembles Meliten's werds about the same subject. A better
hepe fer the Jews can be feund in the VIIIth beok ef Sibylline Oracles (324-336)
The auther hepes that Sion will pecegnise’ her Saviewr and wash herself frem his
bleed and abanden her ritual law, f : :
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The first who proclaimed the future conversion of Israel to the new faith was
Paul. He was sure that at the end the whole of Israel would be saved, It would
be interesting to see if and how Paul's position influenced Patristic literature.
As far as I knew, the real meaning of Paul's eschatelegical hope for Israel's
salvation threugh conversien was net discevered before medern times, and even
now this meaning is not accepted by all., This is a very significant fact,

What shall happen to the Jews in the meantime, before their final conversioen?
The idea that finally Jews will accept Christianity can be found in scme old
Christian authers independently from the Epistle to the Romans. These authers
eften linked their hepe with Malachi's prephecy abeut the ceming ef Elijah,

whe will appear before the secend coming ef Christ. St. Augustine and ethers
thought that Elijeh's main task will then be to cenvert the Jews. Other authors,
espeoially the pepular ones, thought that at the enrl of the days Jews will be
destroyed.

But if Jews will be finally all converted, recegnising the truth ef Christianity,
what is the task of the Jews in the present? The epinion of St. Augustine is

well knewn: they have to be a living witness for Christianity, With the

exception of the works eof the secend century Apelegists, I have net feund any
mentien of another pesitive task for the present existence of the Jews., As
anti-Jewish motifs were prevalent in the Patristic literature, a lack of a

positive evaluation ef Jewish existence became eminous in the Middle Ages because
only a positive theelogy could be a feroe against Christian anti-Judaism, This

can be seen from the fact that the only quasi-pesitive point of evaluation ef the
Jews in Christian Antiquity preserved the Jews from destruction: it was imposaible
to-deny that Jews, in centrast te the Pagans, wershipped the same God &s the
Christians, Thus Juda.:l.sm could net be ferbidden. This small light was ene eof

the causes why, humanly speaking, Judaism and Jews ceould survive. This does net
mean that there were net in the Patristic literature reflectiens abeut pesitive
values of contemporary Jewish religien. Typical e.g. is the idealistic hepe ef
Justin Martyr. He says te the Jew Tryphen that it is net a flattery when he.
expresses his hope that Jerusalem will be rebuilt; the eschatological -Terusalem
w-ill be pe@pled by goed Gbr:.st:.ans and by good Jews ‘whe ! 11ved before Christ's life,

It seems that in the Middle Ages mere positive ideas about Judaism and’ Jewa
arese, but it is eonly in medern times that Jewish-Christian brotherheed was
discevered, In Antiquity, enly pre-Christian Judaism could Be appreciated. The
enly exception, as already said, were the Apologists, especially the early cnes,
as Aristidea, who ceuld see in centemporary Jewry the bearers of pesitive values
of pre~Christian Judaism, The Apologists were in a similar situatien te
Christianity today: the greater part of humanity was then non-Christien. Teday
there sre mere hopes fer a real brotherhoed between Jews and Christians, net ’
enly because of the present nen-Christian forces, but because there are positive
pessibilities for such a bretherhood in the very structure of both Judaism and
Christianity. But te treat these hepes surpaases the scope of this lecture,





