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o/ BILLY GRAHAM OPENS CRUSADE FRIDAY, APRIL 7, 1972
o/ WITH PLEA FOR RACE HARMONY : . \

By Religious News Service (4-7-72) - MORGUE APR 7 1972

CHARLOTTE (RNS) -- Bvangelis Billpened a five-day crusade here.
with a sermon that included a strong appea+—+for racial harmony.

Christians should not ever "blame the Jews" for the crucifixion of
Jesus, he said. "The Romans crucified him."

Mr. Graham also told the predominantly white audience that Jesus
was ‘aided by a black man on the way to Calvary and may have been dark-
skimmed himself.

A

"Bon't any black person ever say, Christianity is a white man's
religion,™ he continued. "He (Christ) belongs to the black man as well
as to the white and the Oriental.”

. Graham aiso touched on the question of racism in prallm4nary
remafka early in the service.

"If we don't have harmony and racial peace and learn to live together,"
he said, "we're going to have racial war in which blood will be shed in
tnls country in the next seven to ten years,”

Approximately 15,000 people attended the service, filling the
Charlotte Coliseum and spilling over into the adjacent Ovens Auditorium
where the service was relayed by closed circuit television. A number of
young people sat crass-legged on the grass outside, listening over loud-
speakers. : (

Dr. Dean Colvard, chancellor of the University of North Carolina
at Charlotte and chairman of the crusade executive committee, told the
audience they were taking part in a silver anniversary. He said that Mr.

" . Graham had held the first of his team crusades in Charlotte 25 years
before.

¥Charlotte and the state have been glad to share you with the world,
Billy,"™ Dr. Colvard said. "But we're glad to have you back again.™”

Mr., Graham responded that he was alad to be back "where you can get
a plate of grits and ham in the morning.”™ The Southern Baptist was born
~ near Charlotte and now makes his home about 100 miliés to the west at
Montreat, N C. :

Mr. Graham said the current crusade (April 5-9) would probably be
his last one in Charlotte. He challenged the audience to move the city
away from the label of "crime capital"” of the Carolinas and back to the
image of the most church-going city in America.

(more)
PAGE -1-



RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE
DOMESTIC SERVICE -2- FRIDAY, APRIL 7, 1972
Charlotte, he said, could be the "spiritual Queen City of the South."™

The biblical story of the "good thief" served as the theme of Mr.
Graham's sermon for the opening service. RAn estimated 500 ™inquirers”
came forward at the conclusicn of the service as the 1,700-veice choir
sang "Just As I Am," and Mr. Graham stood with head bowed.

Among those sharing the platform with Mr. Graham were United
Methodist Bishop Earl G. Hunt, Jr.; the Rev. E.V. Hill, pastor of a black
Bantist church in Los Angeles; the Rev. David MacLagan, a Scottish
minister who told of being converted at a Graham crusade, and regular members
of the Graham staff. ,

More than 600 young ministers and seminary students were in Charlotte
for a "laboratory" study of evenglism in connection with the crusade.

They heard lectures by Graham associates and other prominent churchimen
during the day, and attended the crusade service in the evening.
Ay
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April 14, 1972

Dr. Billy Graham
Montreat, North Carolina 28757

My dear Dr, Graham:

I have just had occasion to read a report in the Religious
News Service of your address before the Crusade in Charlotte.

The references in the RNS report to your comments regarding
the role of the Jewish people in the Crucifixion were brief.
Nevertheless, it gave me a sense of your continued contribution
to educating and sensitizing the consciances of the Christian
people to turn away from the ancient and unhistoric collective
indictment of "the Jews™ and rather to affirm the true gpiritual
character of the Crucifixion event.

1 simply wanted you to know of our appreeisgtion of your
invaluable efforts in seeking to overcome the negative aspects
of our historic past and to lay the foundations for a more positive
and mutually respectful approach in relations between Christians
and Jews.

As I read reporWsabout the Campus Crusade for Christ to be
held in Dallas, Jupe 1972, and also about the plens for the "Rey
*78" evangelism program, I can only hope that something of this
sensitivity with regard to negative teachings about the Jewish
people, as well as a respect for the living reality of Judaism,
will be present im the spirit as well as ¢n the program of these
evangelicsl efforts,

-omom



I presume to make these comments not with a view toward
intruding on the imnmer affairs of the Christian commmity, but
rather out of a mandate which I feel my respomsibilities to the
Jewish commmity as well as to the best interests of interreligious
friendship require. Semsitive dealing with these issues in ad~
vance of these campaigns can help prevent much misunderstanding
and unnecesgary friction later on:

I know that you will receive these comments in the irenic
spirit in which I offer them. ,

With warmest good wishes and my contiinued prayers for your
good health and stremgth, I am,

Cordially as ever,

Marc B. Tanenbaum
National Director
Interreligious Affairs

MAT 188



Birry GrRAHAM

Montreat, N.C. 28757
April 18, 1972

My dear Marc:

Thank you for your good
letter of April 14. I appreciate your
encouraging comments concerning remarks
I made in Charlotte. I have made a point
of doing this in every sermon that I
preach concerning the death of Jesus Christ,

I shall most certainly see
that this emphasis is made in the
forthcoming EXPLO '72,

With warm personal
greetings, I am

Cordially yours,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

National Director

Interreligious Affairs

The American Jewish Committee 62)
Institute of Human Relations

165 East 56 Street
New York, New York 10022

| ®

Dictcted but signed in kis ce,
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April 25, 1972

Mr. Max Fisher .
2210 Fisher Building
Detroit, Michigan 48221

Dear Max:

I thought that you might be int .sted in this recent exchange of
correspondence between Billy Graham and myself.

As you can see, I dealt solely with some of our concerns about the
growing Evangelism campaign and its implications for Jews. I hmve
not as yet raised the question of Soviet Jewry with Billy, I think
his response is a quite good one given his religious commitwent.
It certainly is a warm and friendly l.ett:er which I very much
appreciate.

Incidentally, I would like you to know in advance that 1 have been
invited to speak at the forthcoming Solidarity Bay observance in
Detroit. If you willbe in the city at that time and will have a
few minutes, I would be happy to talk with you.

With warmest personal good wishes, I am

Cordially,

MHT :MSB 'Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Encls. .
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By MIKE KAUTSCH and
BILLIE CHENEY SPEED
Sharp debate develeped

Wednesday a5 the Urdted

‘Meithedist CourchGeneral

Cowdercace in Atlanta voied to

.modify a preposed denomina- |
ticaal staisment on theissue
-of homosexualily.~. -+

‘!ﬁ

4/.2_/;,2_

Bd.y Grahem reapﬂnds to'

cm.cmn—chs 24.

gates added a qua{n.caimn

concesning the civil r.ghtscvf

homosesunls. | - 17
*Tie: quelifying A’Or"{."‘a \.u.re

that the- confersnice “doasriot

Methe c@ ists V@i‘@

.. To the' st;ten‘._eﬁt,--:l_;e déle-

: cc-..dx* ‘he pr"c:u:e cE hamcr

U.S. War _uﬁ%@_m

-with insuring the civil rights
of horr.esexuals.

THE STATEMENT ON civil

rights o«‘qmally said that Lhe'.

cenforonce | delegates “ins

faat homosexuals are E'itltled-
to have their humen and civil

righis insured.”
By zmajority veie hnwz\’er

they struck the word homosex-

uaiy and replaced it with the
Dirass “ail persens.”
The aclion wes taken after
sharp debate witich included a
sts'cmm.. by Russell Kibler,

of Indiznu, to the effectthat.

homosexuals in his commu-
ﬁ'l‘y
young bovs.

Supporters ¢f the original.

statement orgued thatit
wended fo asswe that ihe

" chureh \»au!'d seeept homosex-
 wals fully as uman beings “‘of

saerad worth,” and properly

retper than with “zl por-
sens.”’

The proposed denomina-'
tisnad slatoment on homoses- .

valily was issued by the
church's Commitics ¢n Chris-
t.gn Sacial Concerns.

.a section entitied, “The

.  Nurturing  Conwnunity,” the

staternent progosed that, “Ho-

_ meszxuals no less than hetero-

sexnals are pecsens of sacred
wirih who teed the minisiry
and guideance of the church in:
their sl*‘..gg‘cs fro uman full-
t‘tl..r.‘:,l ”

TIHE STATEMENT went o
to say that homozexuals de-
sorve @ Fellowshin which en-
abies r..c\. ng relationsixps.
wilh Ged, « ers znd with
salf.” : !

Titn delegaizs also voted to
include a stalement r:nkinga
recommandation sgainst-
“marriage belween tvo per-
soms of the sama sax.” T

“The recpmmendation came
in g seelon affirming “ihe
sanckity of tie man iagc cove
rant.” i "

were l'u.eyzng on the '
”

dealt specifically with them

A vete also was taken modi-1
'fy‘.ng aseclion onabertions™ :
 The modification said that

"{je church supports “the re- have done
. moval of abortion from the' ; n
cnnﬂl’lal cede, placing it - ity.

! stead under laws relating Lo e

practice.”
DL‘"gat‘s guring 'mesdnv's
3c.~on slronﬂiy cendemiazd the,
“ypnorality” of America’s
military involvement in “South-,
east Asia and called on Presi-
“dent Nixonlo “‘cease imm

- ‘Social
Comimittec.

“ately “.-au bomping in. Inao- -7 g sdgrbecaeigh
Nearly 1,600 deiegates mak- : also was brought to the floor.
L:'E g‘e’nﬁuﬁ&ﬂ?‘; srml- . THEMINORLTY report

tion members debated mm'e
‘than fwo hours: ‘Tuesday he-
I fore adopting the report Which
also asked the I-’res;dent o]
pull out all U. 8. forees in \-liet-
‘pam hy the end of this year. '
- Also included was 4 plea
that gwemmeutai leaders of
‘North Vietnam and the United.
States agree’ immediataly fm_
the release of all pnsonersof:
.war no later than Dec. 3
1972. )
The statement also called on
_Congress 1o stop funding mili-
- tary activities in Southeast
' Asia by the same deadline.

'- AVILT\:\\Istatemeut .
* adopted by the chureh atits
'!ast Genera] Conference four
i years ago. did little more than
Gxpress growing concern over
the cause and conseguences of
United States foreign policy,
espe:claﬂy in Southeast Asia. .
In marked contrast, Tues-:
"day's statement contained a®
: confession of gl.ull. of Ameri-’
carvs -for their nation’s Vlet-
m policy.
‘I‘hc charch Ieaders said that*
‘a5 Americans they were
wmoved to confess our own
continuing complicity in_ this:
viclence “and death (in Viet-
nam). We have sinned against.
our brothers andsisters,
' sgainst the earth and our "re";
ator. ]
“We have paid our mxcsh__h_ )
l' without  protest; “have:
T ]

i+ been a crime agamsthuman-

“The statementadopied wasa
: "“majority report,” which
* means the report to the con-
- ference from the majority of

the members on its Christion
Concerns Legislative

A mmonty repart approved,
by @ minority of the Christian

“which was rejected in favor of

the majority reportby a vote
- of 534 to 405, commended the
. “'sincerity of our U.S. govern-'

*‘afag@s% odist Dm“*e

that the prac-
“incompatible with’®

sextality™ :m
tice s

. Coristian doctrine.”

In cther action, the dele-
gates velzd to brenden the,
gocpe of a portion of the state-
ment Uit deait. specilically’

Turn to Page 144, Column

" closed our eye.s to the horror
.~ of our doeds;
_ families from their homes into

we have driven

‘endless lines tracking across

the pockmarked earth.” g
The stziement calied on the
“jeadership of the United °

_ States to confess that what we

in Indochina has ment

ued,

projects.

‘.inua}:‘o_n of minority self-de-
. termination grants, as well as -
‘.a voluntary service and black
.community developers pro-
gram, by concurring with a
conferenceCommitteeon
Christian Secial Concerrs re-
+ port. . .o .
The report ealled for an ap-
_ propriation of $2,683,000 an-
nually tirough me next four
years from the church’s
general benevolence fund,
World Serwcc, {0 support the
projects.
- Also 0 be cﬁntinued as are-
suli of Tuesday's action is the

i United Methodist - Voluntary

Service and the black commu-
nity developers, two programs
started -under the cenomina-
' tion's Fund for Reconciliation.

w0 end
Southeast Asia.™

The minority report contin-
“Yet all the efforts ex-
erled by our nation and iis
leaders has only fed the uppe-
tite of Nortk Vielnam to waga
cruel and inhumane war."

The minority report specili-
cally precluded the church
group from zny sttempt o
fix blame on eitier side.”

In other action Tuesday, 1he
‘General Conference delegates
voted overwhelmingly lo
spend §10,740,000 over the next
four years for minerity gro

DELEGATES approved con-
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By BILL BUCHANAN

LeasiuElcn leligaon Edllor
United Methodism’s highest
law-making body Tuesday la-
teled U. S. involvement in the
Southeast Asian war an *intol-
erable moasivosity” and
called on the government to
confess what was termed a

“crime against humaaity."”

In a lengthy, debate-stymied
afternoon, the representatives
of tha 10.5 million member de-
nomination voted by a narrow
margin to set Dec. 31, 1972, as
the deadiine for all troop with-

drawal, financial underwriiing

* of the war and release of all
wriseners of war.

“In the four years since the
(1968) General Conference . ..
what was then an urgent
priority has become an intol-
erable monstrosity,” the decu-
ment stated.

‘‘We have smece then in-
vaded Cambadia, widened the
war ia Laos, unleashed mil-
Jions of bombs over the entire
area, ieavinZ more tkan 20
milion craters in those lands,
defolisting eneeignth of the
acreage in South Vietnam,
and destraying food crops and-
miliions of acres of foresis,”
said the document.

Citing the deaths of an esli-
mated §5,000 Americans and
124050 Asians, the document
called on the church to “con-
fess our own continuing com-
plicity in this violence and
death. We have sinned against
our brothers andsisters,
against the earth and our Cre-
a,tm.’ll

The document stated that
the political settlement should
be left “in the hands of the
Vietnamese," and that the
U.S. should announce its inten-
tions of paying “reparations io
vietims of the war - under
United Nations auspices.”

The steong r:iajority com-

mitiee statement against the
U.S. involvement in the Indo-
china war was adopled over a
milder minority committee
version which said that “the
U.S. has been forced to re-

-’---f-*—u..— ‘f./-z (—'//.-"-..
pointed oul that the United
Siates has a commitment lo
protect his nation in the event
of invasion and rhelorically
asked where tne contereace’s
position leit his nation.

“I think firmly that waris
evil,” 5aid the Philippine dele-
gate, adding that “in my own
baiief,  what your country is
doing in Vielnam is a demon-
stration of its courage and
honesty.”

Speaking on behali of the
majority repert adoption, Dr.
Georgia Harkness, 2 southern
California theologian, said

sume its air strikes into Norta -

Vietnam” but called cn ail
parties to “cease all military
operations now."” )
Speaking on behaif of ire
majority report, Robert

Young of Durham, N.C., told .

ihe conferees at Atlanta Civie
Center that it will possibly
mean that “we may not win

with honor, but withdraw with

dignity.

‘‘As a chureh and asana- |

*tion,” he continued, ‘“‘we may

have to repent and ask for--

giveness of the Vietnam peo-
ple, 1t may mean having to

say we were wrong. But in -

God's name, when did we ever
get to be too big to admit
we're wrong?”

Questioning the conference’s

action, Vicier Vinluan, a dele-
gaie from the Philippines

) -

O\J w‘llL

!

i:.@;..'

thal “‘we gs citizens ha
been iutiy responsitie.”

" Responding w Vinfuan's ap-
pasent eadsrsemant of US.
aclivilies, she said, “We must.

’.‘.izc that were is guiit 21l
around. We con't coniess the
sins of Hanoi, but we can con-
fess our own."

Renneth Cooper of the Ala-
bams-West Florida Confer-
ence wio was one of the draft-
evs of the minorily report.
wlid the conclave that 1 do
not believe it is your intemtion
to indiet our President and
Congress as war criminais.”

Ve Tt
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Methodists
Bar Graham

HEndor S@T’“"e el

BY BILL BUCHANAN
Ceastitution Retiglon Lditar

The Uniled Methodists

, General Conierence Monday

other evangelistic efforts, but
warned a gainst “itinerant
evangelists . . . who biast ei-
ther openly or by inference

-might declined to endorse the ,those who insist on the valid-

ministry of Billy Graham in
the wake of castigating re-
marks leveled against the
famed evangelist by a conler-
ence delegate earilier in the
day.

Charging that Graham
shows a “‘radical insensitivity
to burning human needs,” Dr.
Richard D. Pittenger of
Huron, S.D., had urged the
Methodist Church to present a
“lull gospel” which will
*inake {ull demands on cur
toial life.”

The attaclk on Graham came
in the wake of the lawmaking
body's endorsement of Key
*73, a "pan-Christian" evange-
listie effort scheculed for next
vear that involves 130 denomi-
nations and religious groups.

Desceribed as “fhe most
Ibroad-based program of our
time,” theinterdenomi-
national evangelistic program
marks the first time United
Mcthodists have participated
with such diverse groups as
Pentecostals and the National
Council of Churches at the
same time.

The Methedist invelvement
was approved with lengthy ap-
plause.

. Alater attempt in the day to
re-cstablish Graham's credi-
bility with the United Metho-
dists failed by a narrow vote.
“I wo mot feel it is in the

spirit of Key *73 nor is it in the,

spirit of this great conference
to castigale or condemn Dr.
Graham for his wonderful
ministry,” said Harry M. Gor-
don in a motion to strike Dy,

Pittenger’s remarks from the -

record.

Gordon, a delegate from
Pemnsylvania, sogpested that
“this confcrence send Chris-
tian greetings to Dr. Graham,
our love and aifection for him
and our prayer that our God

may continire to bless him as

he provides such a needed and
effcctive rministry toour
time'.’

When put to a show of hands
vote, the motion was defeated
by what was cstimated tobea
five-to-four decision amang
the 1,000 voting.

In opening his attack on
Graham, Piitenger said he
was not opposed to Key 73 or

ity of Christ's clear teachings.
“Many of our pec;p.e " con-
tinued Pittenger, “support in
a massive way the minisiries
of TV preachers whopreach a
partial gospel. One of those,
who wiclds vast influence witn
ple in high places, who has

a sort of high priest

. « D ﬂ:emATcncan(o&
religion. has on at least two

oceasions in my hearing made

this comraent about pending
legislaticn relating torat con-
trol in the gacito: .

“We had rats when I was a
boy, and we diin't ask the fed-
eral government to get rid of
them for us, We got rid of
them ourselves,”” Dr. Pitten-
ger queted Graham as having

In a calm, but lengthy state-
ment, Piltenger asked the del-
ezates: "I wondur if Biliy
Graham would have made
that same speech to those who
sitare in tiie ministry to fami-
lies dereaved wien thoir ba-
bies die as the result if rat
bites suffered in a ghetto
apartment house?*

“I submit that the United:

Methodist Church must some-
how disavow this kind of radi-
cal insensitivity fo burnin
human need," sald Pittenger.
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By BiL.L BUCHANAN'

s Cunsiilaclon Reidigion Flilur

almost

o
R

e 2t A swaeping social principles statement -
g 2g limited staiuz 1o komosexuals, ap-

ing 2 much more liberal attitude toward
\ o and sunporiing seleclive conscien-
Tous gbjeciion to war.

Earlier Wednesday. Gov. Jimmy Carter -

i ecn ay. Lov. Jimr arter .
told !he 20,000 Mcthodists and observers that
evangelist Billy Graham has had a “‘pro-

found influance on my life.” o

_ The governor's words of praise for Gra--
harn came in the wake of castigaling re-
maris made Monday by convention delegate

)

Dir. Richard D. Pittinger of South Dakota.

(::" am by Piltenger thal was backed by a

delegate vote, but instead spoke of his inter- -
See METHODISTS, Page 12-A

 Uniied Methodism’s highest lawmaking -
body capped an aciion-packed day by ap-
unanimously Wednesday *

arter ¢id not refer {o the rebuke against :

est in- justice for she poor, penal reform and
-evangelical Christianity. .
He said he had led a Billy Graham cru-
_sade in Plains, his home, and asserted tha
“the single most important factor in my life

* +js Jesus Christ.”

“When he (Graham) made his first reli-

. gicus crusade in my city, he had a profound
influence on my life,” Carter said. ‘“This cn-
.couraged me fo turn toward cvangelistic
«Christianity.” ! '

“of .its .two-week quadrenmial mecting at At-
lanta’s Civic Center, bogged down frequently

“during the day as conservativas and liberals *

battied over many -traditional bones of con-
tention between the two camips. .

After often emotional debate, the dele-
gates approved. the rights. of “freedoms of

_tions media ... the right of privacy .. and

- The conference. moving toward the close

the guarantee of the rights of adequate food,”.
-clothing, shelter and health care” by the -

“government.

¢ * While admitting that “citizens have a

~duty to abide by laws duly adopted by or-
: derly and just processes of government,” the
- delegates allowed that “individuals are sub-
 ject to the judgment of God.

. ““Thercfore, we recognize the right of indi-
viduals to dissent under the constraint o
i_ conscience. .

“We asscrt the duty of churches to sup-

:
. science and urge government scriously to
i consider restoration of rights to'such persons

/while also maintaining respect for all who

| obey.

E‘_ ““We support those individuals who consci-
Uentiously oppose all war, or any particular

{war, and who, therefore, refuse to servein

! the armed forces.”

¢ The 1,00 delegates also rejected “na-
* tional policies of an enforced military service

‘in peacctime as incompatible with the Gos-'

pei_u . .

The Methodists voted to recognize homo-

“sexuals as “persons of sacred worth,” but
* said that “we do not recommiend the practice
" of homosexuality and do not consider it com-
Lpatible with Christian teachings.”

‘. TUnder the topic of “Human Sexuality,”
‘the conclave affirmed that ‘‘homosexuals no
; less than heterosexuals are persons of sacred
‘ worth who need the ministry and guidance of
" the church in their struggle for human fulfill-
(meat, ki

-

O

port everyonc who suffers because of con-’ :

o2

“speech, religion, -assembly'and communica- =~

. evupted over the issue of abo:

i

- |

-

oo 3o .
SES

-

j==l o

“We recognize ihat sexuality isagifie!
God,” the document staied. “Although et
and women ave sexual beings, whether o has
they are married, sex beiween aman
weman is oaly to be clearly afirmea
marriage bond.” '

The conseivatives again won & b
when they got through a motion staits
“the clureh does not recommend m
between two persons of the same sox.”

“ilgemosexuals are preying on voung inon
in our hemetown and the police enn't ;
them,'! said onc delegate i on amai
plea againsi recognizing homosexuals.

Uf don't know what T would do if onic o]
them attacked my 12-ycar-old boy,” added
{he Alabama delepate.

Arguing in [avor of the sectic
Katherine Wileox of "ravers
Mich., fold the conclave thatinher e
cnece as a clinical psychologist inore Biciuw
seuals than homesexuais ave iveived in
crime. o

“You cannot equaie homosexuaity win
criminality,” she saic.

Dr. Robert W. Moon of Sacvamniy,
Calif., chairman of the subcommiiiier which
drew up the stalement on homosexuzLly., &
serted that homoscxuality 'is not an
It is not a sin. It's just a person’s sexuai ori-
entation.” ' :

Discord at the Atlania
where the confcrénce is

Civiz Cenior,
in sessiun, st
i01S.

The . conference said, “'We recaghize
tragic conilicts of tife with lile that may jus-
tify abortions ... a decision coneeraing

~abortions should be made alter thocouti an i

thoughtful consideration by the partics in-
volyed with medical and pasteral connzel.”

On amotion by a womai: chsteiricien, Dr
Louise Branscomb of Birmingham, Aln.. tue
conference added the piea that siares ve-

move abortion reculations from the eriminil

- code’ and place them under laws affeciing

medical procedures.

In a late night aciion, the Methedi
proved $26 millicn in aid ic minor
tion. The 1,000 delcgaics voled 1o 2iiot 36
Jion a year aver the next fous years 1o (ke 12
Methodist-related black™ colleges, two of

" which ave in Georgia: Payne of Augusii and

Clark of Atlanta.

The conclave also voted to allot $230,000 &
year over the noxt four years for schoiar-
ships for Mexican-Americans and on equs!

sheow

sum for American Indian pastor and studond

education.

The allocations must be approved by i
cdenominadion’s Courcil on World Scrvice did

Fimance. -
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ory desegregas

it L J\a.;c.u y sonlerenacs.

L tandreutnialconclaves, the
Lt | ‘-'."«"a-d\-.sm, BG(JY has calied
pebion of raciaily constituted
o ihe fivst mime i its his-
Ceeinsr nas set g definite doad-
ira nn uarbitrotion board with

e egisiation ave four black

T @i, Mississinpl, Arkan-
Aun wve bean orderc’ to
M’ 2 counterparls in the

WAL 2028,

72548 block members and

e 11 conderences that will
see METHODISTS, Page 144

e

mg— FI‘W} a
W&n‘t& mg ..,u\.nj

be afiecied by the lepistation. The ital
membership in the Unifed Methodist Churen
is about 500,000 blacks to 10 mililion whifes,

Mergor deadline was set atJuly 1, 1875,

Desegrogation in the world's second larg-
est Protestant bedy began officially in 1568
when that General Conference voted an end
to the Central Jutisdiction into which all
black congregations had foswerly been

lumped.

However, 10 black conferences in the
Suuth were left intact.
. in the Intervening years, six of thal nim-
ber have merged of {heir own accord. The
South Georgia Conderence just completed its

‘merger earlier this year.

Despite negative arguments from ele-
gotes of some of the affecied conferences,
the izwmakers, meeiing at Allania’s Civie

Center, voted overwheimingly & mandafe

W‘rim i

f.m
@ rl' i *\ “ F"“ -
Wil u-k..-!

cerger and anmed the presidiny s,

the chureh’s five U. 8, jurisiiciions o o -
bers of o binding arbitrotion bound.

“We wuu]t! be consumen.” wair
Rev. W. D. Lesier of Tatiie Bodl, Ak,
only 'niack DOISUG arTuing agansi ine e
ladion's paszage. “We wouln pac heabe u
express our vights. We need o Jite oo
fhse o pray aboot it and wors Wl
We do niot want & walp popped on ows v’

Andihier Dlack  dewgale, Mo W ¢
Hampion of Kansas City, 8o, wad o G
8t view

“For a very iong i 2l
cuine o you preodhig U \
whole righls 05 a minority st o
said, 0 plead widh alt oF Yo, 08 Ve
dation thal will bin g o un hu. FECS oG«
ot United Methodisi Churen.

=

ﬂppmir‘g he action, Jo C. Snrwcivi .
de.oo City, Miss., at'nrnev
is needed [0 WOk G0 VOLINIOLY MG 10 G-

tween racially constiwiad conlviences.

I PR

“It isn't best to force acti i LAVE aae
ready voluntapily under way” '
ing that “foreed merger
members of both races.”

“We're just IJ‘Eo\.-mh LR N s e
determination,” argued wio HoY. G006 Gl
Houston «,rf.;\r:.am..m- Miss. Lo upmestio
“We dor't beliove in shay *
added emotionaliy. = -
done unhl a majorily o D6 o 0E Wi
conference approves.”

Following {he si
ard Shatz of Cineinnai, who e opd
raiitee draw m" up i Ivr-v
lated the delegates o ¢

u\ e

LRGN I e

Ay s
R a#

T LAy 7 * LI
O T AT Y ¢

et -.2('. o

tioned that ‘u have a .m, e :...'. .

'd]ICI‘\l as we tey o find Crrtsduiv o

heod,™

In lale afternoon acuen. iov oo’ s
approved 8 new GorominLlesn dule o
$47,300,000 compounded over e a0k Lo0P
VCArs.

The action meons e fhe Mol i
pry oGt §194,200,000. The vow buuzy <05 o,
cresse of more tuan S0 mithon over b o
budget of 539,452,113,
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Dy BILL BUCHA!\TAN
Constitution Relivion Edior
_ United
- logjarn of legisiztion on the

"last day of their law-making .

session  hore, made splinters

~of f{redition .by passing in
“rapid succession resolutions!
surmorting husing, calling for
reform of Imarijuana laws,
and  opposing
and surveillence by tbe gav-
ment.

ernt

th ral conference passed

2 a-u.b ited sweeping reor-

. ganizalion of the church’s in-
ternal siructure. -
The 1,060 delegates lu the

3
2en
ne.

two-week meeting passed res- -

oiutions right and left as they
goilor)Od bcmr.iongfo'.\ ard Prri-
day’s midnighi adjournment.

In a show of hands vote del-
egetes {o general conference,
Methodism's highest lawmak- |
ing  bodv, called on
churel Vto support the use of
busing where appropriate for

-gehod! integration and to op-

pose legislative action or con- -

stitutional  amendment pro-
hibiling such busing.

Citing the inequities of seg-
regaied public schools and the
benefits of integrated educa-
ticn, the bus:ng document af-
firmed that

R : i
rl&ﬁ‘&im
* able to achieve racial integra_.i

Methodists, facinga

s and state

wire-tapping

In lzie night action Friday,
‘To

their .

“busing of pupils
is often the only method _a_fvail-,

tion and quality educaﬁon in-

" the public schools.”

While maintaining their ad-

‘monition against alcohol, the
delegates called on federai.‘
governmenis {o -
- “urge refnrm on rational and
' humane prmc:pals

of laws
controlling marijuana, espe-
cially in regard to maxing pen-

* alities conuncnsurate wnn the

known dangers.” _
The - conclave, meeiing at
the Atlanta Civic Center, also
encouraged the review of
cases of persons ‘“already
serving sentences for posses-

" sion of marijuana commiited
before recent state and federal -
amendments. to the laws low- -
ered penalties.”

However. the lawmakers

called for sireng enforcement

measures ainred at reducing
the illigitimate organized pro-
duction,
bution 2nd sale of narcotics
for profit. - {

Charging' that the - *no-
knock™ provisions, of the omni-
bus Crime Contro! Act of 1070
places the “sanctity of the
nome . in jeopardy,” the

delegates called for its elimi-,
rration beeause .it is “destrue-
tive of rignts guaranteed by:
* the Constitution.” ;
The delegates also asked for

an end to the apmcd forces”!

& TP P Sy _...I.:'

ﬂoﬁy

manufacture, distri- .
" church’s highest luw-"nakmo'

surveﬂlance of cw:hans and
called on the government to

“cease iis dosmer—keepmg ac-
tivities. .

- The delegates f'Iatl_v opposed.
and electronie’
surveiliance without a specifie © |

wire {apping

court - order ‘“‘as' an unwar-
ranted invasion of privacy.”

The extensive reorganiza-

- tion is expected io reduce the
-number

_ and commissions from 32 to'15 .
- and save the church about one

of boards, agencies

quarter of a million dollars

- annually.

“One of the most controver-
sial sections of the reorganiza--

tion was creation of a Council

on Ministries. The couneil wiil
have authorty fo act in execu-
“{ive fashion between guad-

“rennial meetings of the

Generzi Conference,the

body

.The council wiIIl a_ct

" organizabion

“as

watchdog on ehurch struciuve
to ‘“‘eliminate overlapping and
confilciing programs,

national activities in terms of

"relationships to tucal churcies

review:

ard engage n research and

planning.”

sions on religion and race, ar-

Also created were conunis-

chives and hisfory, and stalus .

. of women.

Implementing the new legi
lation is expecied 1o
about one vear. The restiuc-
ture. plan has been under
study for four years.

Despite a number of request -
“to withdraw the world's sce-
cond lavgest Protestant

bady
{rom the controversizl Na-
tional Council of Churchis,
delegates
membership..
the ecumenical line, the deie-
gales voied to stay in the Con-
sultation of Church Unioin. an
whichi proposes
to unite nine major Prolestant
bodies into one chureh.”

rake

voied to reiain
Conlinuing, on -
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‘ATLANTA SESSION

W ethodism’s
Finest Hour?

m_,_,ﬁ.’.; a—-:o‘-a-zz:z‘:""—' .57.‘/ L -3

By EILL BUCHANAN
Comitilution Ielizion Editer
Maligned by some, praised
' by Di‘.hers as Methodism's fin-
‘est hour but ignored by few,
the General Conference of the
- United Methodist Church
~wrapped up its quadrennial
'law-making session here late
‘Friday night after two weeks

‘of impassioned debates on So-,
-cial, theological and moral is-

sues,
. Emction came into play on
:several occasions, bul never
-s0 fervently as when the con-
ferees gotarcund {o considcra-
tion of the centroversial State-
ment  on Social Principles
“which deiineates church pos-
“wure in a pumber of touchy
.areas. inciudinz homosexual-
< ity, abortion and selzctive con-
1 scieniicus objeciion.

* The more conservative of
“the 1,80 delegates to the con-

“{erence, - United Methodism’s -

‘highest  policy-setting “body,
. had obvious moments of pause

: followed by loguacious out-

* bursts after the document’ sm-
itroduction.

i And though it bore bastle
‘scars as well 25 featprints of 2
‘more resiriciive era. the docu-
iment finally passed, marking
! a milestone Tor the 10.5 million
Lmember denomination.

In its final form, the doeu-
“ment granted 1ccom1.l ol to
‘homosexuals as *persons of
scared worth,” but Iaheled the
homosexual lifesiyvle as “in-
compaiible with Chnsuan
teachings.”

It encorsed ahortion under

certain conditions, oné being
“prayerful and thoughiful”
consideration of “all parties
involved.” -
. The document also em-
braced the concept of consci-
entious cbjecticn to war in
i general as well as to a partic-
qular war.

But all the action was not on
-the floor of the confernce,
which mat at Atlanta’s Civic
Center, as caucuses made
their special interest barbs
: felt.

Ranging from American In-
.dians and homosexuals to
.blacks and youlh, from
_women and evangelicals to
- Third Worlders and doves, the
agents of change were, in the
‘words of one preacher, ‘ever-
'lastingly at it.”

I It was frequently pointed
“out during the conference that
Umted Methodism  has “the
:  most diverse constituency of

' any Protestant denomination.

And  with many “disfran-
chised” elements of that con-
stitueney pressing for consid-
eration, the delegates often

. experienced dificulty keeping
‘their multi-feathered flock

flying together in formation.

But despite differences, tha’
delegates, for the most part
emerged from the debate and’
controversy of one accord and
with one basic aim: Address-
ing the church'to the problems
of humanity while keeping the
answers in the framework of
Christianity.

The resolutions and legisla-
tion passed at the conference
will set the policy and poslure
of the ciurch for the next four

years.

During their sessions none
of which were as controversial
as e one concerning social
principles, the delegates:

REORGANIZED the nza-
tional structure of the church
to. reduce the number of
boards, agencies.and comniis-

+8lons [rom 32 to 15. an action
., expecied to save the church

$250,000 annuaily.

ADGPTED, almost unani-
mously. a new formulation of
Christion  doctrine that seis
basic guideposts for ghurch
members based on Seriptuce,
Christian tradition, exparience
and reason. The new doctrine,
aceording 1o.one sporesman,
is based on the concept of
“think-and let think.” .

CONDEMNED  continued.
U.S. involvement in the Viet-
nam war, calied for an imme-
diate end to all U.S. bombing
in Indochina and asked toth
Hanoi and the United States to
agree to an immediate release.
of &ll prisoners of war. :

PIN-POINTED Southern Af-
rica — Rhodesia, South Af-
rica, Zambia, Angola, Mozam-
bique, Guinea Bissau — as
arzas of special concern and
urged the church's disengage-
ment from American concerns
doing husiness in these sreas.’ -

ESTASLISHED a 4%-mem-
ber commission on (hie status
and role of women to work for
{uller participation of women
in decision-making roles in the
church of which they make up
54 per cont.

ADOPTED a general admin-
istrative and program budget
-of $47.6 million a year for the

. 1873-1977 quadrennium,

SUPPORTED busing of
school children for purposes of-
raciol balance in pubhc.
sclmnls. :
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s.weening and coniro-
vorsic! new soclal pitnciples,
Love rafused o Candore the
svuzoze of romosextality and
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have stated they consider this
practice *incompatible with
Christian teachings.”

The statement also said,
“We do not recommend mar-.
riage between two persons of
the same sex.” However, the

1,000 delegates meeting heve

Methodists here from  for-
eign countrizs are surprised
at the issues and meihods of
ihe conjerences—Page 8A.

did recognize that “homosex-
gkj; no less than heterosex-

are persoas of sacred
and guidance of the church in
their struggles for human ful--
{iliment as well as the spirit-
val and emotional care of a
fellowsaip which cnables res
conciling  relationships  with
God, with others and self,™ the
statement continued.

IT FURTHER stated that

“we insist that 211 persons ave
entiti=d 1o have iheir human
and civil rights insored.”
_ The matter of homoscexual-
ity was just a small part of
the 4,600 word document on
social principtes which was
approved by the delegates
Wednesday affer six Tours of
debate. -

Final approval of the state-
ment came about 9:30 p.m.
Wednesday but not until at-
terpts had been made tore-
vise most of the paragraphs

‘Turn to Page 24A,Colura 1

24-A The Stianta Joninal

Thursday, April 27, 1572
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whica were approved gne by
one, .

Discord fivst ciupled over
the issue of abortion, which
when approved read: “Ous be-
lief in the sanctity of the ur-
porn human lile makes us re-
Juctan: to approve cbortio:
... We do recognize the iragic
conflicts of life with life that
may justify abortion.”

AETER CALLING on &b
Christians to a “searcling and
prayerful inguiry into the
sorls of conditions that moy
warrant abortion,” ihe siale-
ment said, “2 decision &On-
cerning  abortion siould be
made afler thovougi and

{houghstal by
the parties involved, with
medical and pastoral cotn-

On the motion of a womat
obsteirician, Dr. Loise Bran-
scomb of Birmingham. the
«conlerence added the plea that
states remove abortion laws
from ine eriminal code and
place regulations in laws gov-
erning medical procedures.

A statement asserting the
“sanetity of the martiage con-
venant” was approved along
wilh he assertion that where
partners are ‘“estranged be-
yord reconciliation, we recog-
hize divorce and the right of
divorced persons to remarry."

THE STATEMENT on mili-
tary service reads, in part,
“We support those individuals
who conscientiously oppose all
wars or any particular war,
and who therefere refuse o
serve in the armed forees.”

This is the first time the
conference has approved the
principle of selective conscien-
tious oaojection.

In the statement, support
was also expressed for per-
sons wio conscientiously
chocse to serve in the armed
forves or accept alternate ser-

vice.

A 24-year-old delegate from
San Francisco uasuccessfully
asked support for these who
“conscientiously vefuse to co-
operale with the Selective Ser-
vice Sysiem."”

Tae delegaie, Dick Jofmson,
also amaounced thet he ve-
cently acled to refuse an order
from the dralt aad that he be-
lieved his decision was
“arounded in the gospel.” He
askad support of the church
through love and prayers.

THE CONFERENCE reuf-
lirmed in essence its 1968 sup-
port for the right of civil diso-
bedicnee.

_ ol the nation’s weal

o . o :_..*. Fere
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Continued From i%ige Le
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One dolegale wouli, Qe
added “trespassing en prog-
erty and peisonai rigais
an unaccepiabie oo o
havior, but tnis proposai wis
defoated when severai Nes.o
delegates said that if.twesc
net for trespassing 2y Civa
rights protestess in {he sJods
their ga.os wollia Save Govd
nil.

Anotises porior of e s
ment  of Sogini Sinas
wialea wiil now vepiace
carlier Gocumeats
chureh, ine i
cvery pevsv
witioul ¢lons o
mina. {intss mare
the ecanology 5 8Vieiawic 0

4050,
TIE STATEMZEN. v ic-

jecis  racism ant ad
minority seif-awarcaie
grams and  “compeisdiony
programs’ o dvereoa.s Lot
deprivation.

Treedoms for al vui .5
urged i Lhereptoi s

sapport for the o
riglis fur chlician, Yol dia
the aging.

tion that 1hie Cavile .
from alcouoi wid
juana “is af
God's liberuting and 1o
ing love” The Lol
gales ropresenl & GRasns
tion of 10.5 miilan.

ALSO TN the staiemien. G-
gates cailed for riitn

He support MCOSIIE e
would recduce the catcenlis
tion of wealta in has
few. We furiier sl
forts 10 revise i ol
and eliminaie L0
support programs
benefit the wealihy ot ww
pense of olher persons.”

Delegates also criticree v
ganized gambling as a S
ace to society . . .7 and b
cluded in that chureh chasiuc.
and public lotieries.
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BILLY GPAHAM, METHODISTS

EXCHANGE "GRECTINGS'
By Religious News Service (4-28-72)

ATLANTA (RWS) -- A short-lived peﬁibd of tensiorn between the United
Methodist General Conierence and evangelist Billy Gridlham was resolved here.

The famed evangelist sent greetings to the quadrennial legislating
meeting, which returned them, thus reversing arn earlier action which the
delecates, it was said, had not intended.

The issue began when Dr. Richard Pittenger, a clergyman from South
Dakota, criticized Mr. Graham in responding to a report on evangelism.
He said the evangelist placed insufficient emphasis on social needs.

When a lay delegate from Pennsyivania citempted to have ‘Christian
greetings" and a sort of apology sent to Mr. Graham he linked the motion to
a reguest that the Pittenger remarks be expunged from the record.

The Conference did not want to tamper with the record and voted the
motion down, including the sending of ‘‘greetings,"” to the evangelist.

In response to a query from newsmen, Mr. Graham said from Montreat,
N. C., that the United Methodists would do well to return to the doctrines
of their founders.

Dr. Pittenger then tcl< the General Conference that it was never in-
tended to repudiate the ministry of Mr. Graham, regardless of how he might
feel personally. He read into the record that the Conference had not taken .
any anti-Graham action.

On the evening of April 27 Bishop Paul Harding, Jr., of South Carolina
read a statement of greetings from M». Graham to the United iethodists.

The Conference, without debate, voted to send greetings to the
evangelist.

Mr. Graham's message said:

"Please express my greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
the Conference. _The first church that_my parents took me to was a United _

Methodist church and I have always coveted the fire and zeal that has
characterized historic Methodism.

. "I have deeply appreciated the encouragement and support that Methodigts
‘have given me throughout my ministry. I recognize that in every denomipatlon
we have our supporters and our critics. I always profit from constructive
criticism.

"It is my prayer that God will use the Methodists to lead America in
a spiritual awakening that would bring about the salvation of many souls
and “-e peace and social justice that we all long and pray for. God bless
you all,"

~0-
; PAGE -17-
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68 Bartist Stare CONVENTION

Discuss the New Testament Attitude Conccm_in‘g‘ A?‘ccptnnc% ;:tt
Other Races?” that churches do have a res_ponmblhly v nla t? ! cr’):
break down racial barriers,” and we reaffirm that the message o

God's saving grace through Jesus Chrisl is a message .fm- alll 1mant;
Furthermore, we aflirm that race rolnlions_ is an arca in wlnc} th

lacal church can make a unique contribution to our co_mmunlm;}S.
and the North Cavolina Baptist Convention hereby voices who (i-
hearted support of its member churches as they exert couragecous
leadership in healing the wounds of our sociely.

It 15 FurTHER KESOLVED that the North Carolina Baptist (_Z?ué'cu:
tion urges the Sunday Scheol Board of the Sm:llllc.l'll Baplis onf
ventlion 1o nol enly continte to provide education the malterl?
race relations. but to actively engage in the prun:‘-. won of bel r.ir
relatiars boiwecen all races, and we urge {he Board to scek guali-
ficd s oo positions within its prefessional ronks

i oas e ESOLVER Mt the Norin Caroling Teaplist C({nv.cn-v
Gon corcimends s own Genera) Seeretary-Treasurer Im‘ld llh:‘-xcl(.rtf:
tary of the Department of Infer-rucial i‘.om)cr;rtl?n _ .:_n: 1 ;'.:ll.r.b_.sll e-
reds in apposition Lo the sippression of "Bc-o,mn'!m_.-,_, and “ ;..(-l'».' .
mend the conventions: of Virginia, Jentucky, C.nh:m'nm,-I«..l.c._.! |:1
leadership ot the Texas convertion, ;n-_.r.i riil:r‘vc ‘.’.""", law_\rul‘l“
{heir disapproval of the withdrawal of “Buios iy, --'»'_-' (SR
ing the inherent worth and dignity of all mco under Gaa

11 15 Atso nesoLven that a copy of this resolubion L2 Su"td':u
Dr. James Sullivan, Execulive Sccrclar__y-Treafz_urcr .?f‘ }}1eISx|r;;ry
Schol B d of the Southern i::u.lis:‘-‘ Conpveution, e Y -'-'-:-ti.'“-:q
heca gt Uit eopdes be inade availzbiu 9 the e ontions
yreds e vingt this eonvvention.

N ¥ L IRRL LR RTAEY
WAS Yerered

[

T e Seoprgin, Kileigh, offvred the folles
Caons adoption, which after ol neeon e,

XS eV
C Wheraes apli-seniitisn has been a serives proble oo the chureh
through most of Christizn hisiory, aca

anrt e A
10 the Cesamitlee o itesolutions:

has el 1o brulal pecsccutions
arni socicfics, and N

Whe revs the moet (lagrant and cimel exuression Lf t.‘.lts ?]'_mt:"fl:
matignuney. the Naso holocaust, trauspived in @un{ ornerating, wc

Whe eas latent anti-somitism s havely endaer i surface in m’l’
weste. 1, Christian cultures today, and -

Whereas most Christian communions and' t.‘:enomi:m.tions, inc:“dé
ing our own, have failed to take 2 sufficiently vigorous stan
against anti-semitlism, and

Whereas it is clearly a moral and c'hi- al question of the great-
est magnitude, and

e s s Pt

o ——

or Nontin CAROLINA 69

Whercas Daplists share with Jews a heritage ol perscculion and
suffering for conscience sake, and

Whercas Southern Baplists are commilted to @hriglian cthics at
the highest level as an integral part of their\lpgu 2 ct
ereatively and redemplively in all matters,

THEREFORE BE 1T RESOLYED that this-Beptist—Statc Convention of
mmwﬁn record as opposed to any and all forms
of anti-semitism; that il condemn anti-scmitism a# un-Christian;
that we dhe mcssengcmﬂ this Convention pledge ourselves to com-

bat anti-semitism in cvery honorable, Christian way; fhatr_\sce_uvgc"

‘._
ion_to kecep all

:0m ileratuse: ) covenan work posi-
tively Lo replace all anti-semitic :ias with the Christian attitude and
practice of love for Jews, who along with other men, are equally

beloved of God. s ——
45. Arthur J. JMerron, Raleigl, offered the following resolution
and moved ils adoption:

Whereas Lhe recont action of Dr, James L. Sullivan and Mr.
Allen B. Cotmnish in withholdinz distribution of the publication,
Becoming, as a resull of the art work, text, and approach to
Christian race relations, has beta shocked snd disuppointed mem-

bers of the General Baptist Stsie Convertion of North Coroliti;
and

Whereas the Sunduy School Jiuasd has publshiod narmerous ofhic
picces of livraince of the same quality and approach as this jssie
of Becumiug, and

Wheveas he action appears 4 be in contradiction te A Siate-
wicnt Concerning the Crisis in Qui Notion which was approved by
the Soutbern Maplist Conveation on June 5, 1968, and conzeguoently
Teed by e Banday Schoo: Foard when thae siaienwsii sio o

persanally ceeop! every Chvsbian as a broil. Gelos o
dnd vt ot fe 2Mowship of tarth angd worsd
wlive Jof vaee o class. We will sfrooe ny e
svery aporaps iate means of consinon oot
¢ s for reconcilliation, aud e open
tipeaniocaeperation. . We will strive to resist
oo forees that breed distrust and hostility,” and

Whereas 5 19ogio Baptist publishing house, The National Bap
list Publishing Doard, has adopted a statement saying the with-
drawal of this quarterly has caused a serious “setback in our Chris-
tian cndeavors," and

TS

Clie

projuscioe o

Whereas many young people in our college and university cam-
pPuscs are looking to the Church for a meaningful faith which
would help them love all men, thoy must express because of this
action their disappointment in the timidily of the Sunduy School

)
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OLD TESTAMENT INTERPRETATION

Dr. Gerald Strober

The American Jewish Cormittee
165 East 56th Street :

New York, New York 10022

Dear Gerald:

Enclosed are two items which will be of interest to you. First
is a Xerox copy of pages 68 and 69 of the Annual Report of the
North Carolina Baptist State Conventicen for 1971. It contains
the resolution on anti-Semitism which was adopted by the North
Carolina State Baptist Convention. It is possible that you will
want a copy of the whole bock of reports, in which case it

could probably be secured for you. .

Second, here is a copy of the revised resolution on anti-
Semitism which I plan to present to the Southern Baptist Con-
vention meeting in Philadelphia the week of June 6. You will
notice that it has been changed some since 1971 in St. Louis,
but has the essential points of that resolution plus a few
additions. I have an unqualified commitment from Tommy Starkes
and his agency to support this resolution in every way possible.
I am hoping that this will make the dlfference.

Dr. W. Randall Lolley, Pastor, Flrst Baptlst Church, wlnston-

Salem, North Carolina, has been appointed by Carl Bates as

Chairman of the Resolutions Committee for 1972. Randall is a
graduate of Southeastern Seminary and did a great deal of his

work under my direction while a student here. I have sent a

copy of the resolution to him, along with a letter of explanation,
and have the hope that he is going to do everything possible to
.see that the resolution gets fair treatment. I solicit immediate
reaction from you, Jim, and Marc, and hope that it will be possible
for some of you to be present at the Convention in Philadelphiz.
Luther Copeland and I, along with our wives, are going to drive
~up for the Convention and will be staying at the Holiday Inn

ad jacent to the airport. I will be pretty closely tied to the

Convention floor until the resolution is presented and until such
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time as it gets a hearing, If this year is anything like last
year in St. Louis, this will mean that I will spend about 95%

of my time waiting around the Convention platform. In. any case,
I should like to hear from you, Jim, and Marc about the enclosed
resolution and about any suggestions you may have for the Con-
vention itself.

It has been some months now since I had any word from you, but

I am assuming that all is well with all of you. Hannah and I
are scheduled to leave the states about June 15 for two and one-
half months on the island of Cyprus, where we will be engaging
with G. Ernest Wright of Harvard University in an excavation.
This means that we will be pretty much out of circulation until
about the twentieth of August.

Please give my warmest regards to Jim and Mérc, and let me hear
as soon as possible your reactions to the enclosed.

Yours in thelGreat Fellowship,
B. Elmo Scoggin
BES/mf

Enclosure
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GRAHAM CRITIC CLARIFIES
REMARKS TO CONFERENCE

By Religious News Service (4-28-72)

ATLANTA (RNS) -- Dr. Richard Pittenger of Huron, S.D. told the United
Methodist General Conference here that he did not intend to "repudiate™ the

entire ministry of evangelist Billy Graham in statéments made earlier to the

¢

quadrennial meeting.

The clergyman and district superintendedAt criticized the famed preacher:-

and the delegates refused, on the motion of a layman from Pennsylvania, to
strike the commerits from the record. B

Dr. Pittenger suggested that Mr. @raham did not give enough attention
to the sccial side of the Christian gospel and he particularly recalled the
evangelist's statements opposing federal rat control. I

Mr. Graham had retracted his opposition to such measures and repeated
this retraction after the Pittenger remarks were widely reported.

The South Dakotan did not retract his words but he said he wanted to
make it clear that the United Methodist General Conference "has not made any
judgment concerning the validity, nor the desirability of the continuing
ministry of Dr. Billy Grahem and his organization or any other itinerant
evangelistic program.”

He said that his words were addressed to the "valid demand" for an
evangelistic stance clearly recognizing "Christ's preeminent concerns for
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and imprisoned,
setting at liberty those who are oppressed, being peace-makers and all the
rest of the morel imperatives."

Dr. Pittanger added: "Whatever my perscnal feelings, I feel the weight
of millions of United Methodists, some of whom were brought to Christ
through the leadersnip of the Graham organization.”

In responding to the exchange at the General Conference, Mr. Graham
had said that United Methodists should "get back to the simplicity, the
discipline and the theology of their founders.”

Dr. Pittenger's first remarks were made during discussion of "Key 73,"
a North American evangelistic effort in which more than 130 denominations
‘and groups, including the Graham organization and the United-Methedist - -
Church are taking part.

The clercyman from Huron said he wanted to clear the issue by reading
into the record that Mr. Sraham had "retracted his comment concerning people
being responsible for their own rats.”

0
PAGE -10-




NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this Convention go
on record as opposed to any and all forms of anti-Semitianm; ;
that it declare anti-Semitism unchristian; that we messengers

to this Convention pledge ourselves to combat anti-Semitism

2 el

in every honorable, Christian way; that we hfrongly'raqueat

T R

all who work with the production of literature for Southern

Baptists to keep all anti-Semitic statements, inferences,

TTO oS (P O Tk T

implications and innuendos from that literature; that we

L5

encourage the exchange of pulpits between churches and 5

synagogues where practicable, especially at such appropriate

seasons as Eastar—Paaaover;'that we appeal to the leadsrs of =

et BT

the Soviet Unionito permit Jews, Baptists and ell other minority
religious comﬁunities in Russia to worship freely, produce
literature and sacred books for suéh vorship, and emigrate

from Russia when conscience or circumstances dictate; that : i

Southern Baptists covenant to work positively to replace all

e SIS il L e S

anti-Semitic bias with the Christian attitude and practice of 3

love for Jews, who along with all other men, are equally

beloved of God.




Resolution No.. _ '--On. Anti-_-s_emitiam

WHEREAS anti_-Sar‘:itism"ha.a been a serious problexﬁ for
the churcp tyrough mést_of Chrisfian bhistory, and

WHEREAS this unchristian attitude on the .part_c‘:lf..
many peoplaé haﬁ 1¢§f£$ brutal persecutlions of the Jews
in numaroua.countries-and soqieties, and

WHEREAS the most fiagrant and crusl expression of
th_is.: 3pirituai .ﬁalig“na.-ﬁcy, the Nazi holocaust, t_ra.n-spirad
in our generation, and

WHEREAS latent gntihSQQitiam lies barely under the
surface in ﬁﬁ%t;féﬁiénn; éhristian,cultures today, and

WHEREASLmos£ éhﬁiatian qommuﬁipns gnd denominations,
including.ouf oyn; have failed to take é aufficiantly
| Wlgpreds Stand SEEsHaY anti-.Samitiam, and

WHEREAS it is clearly a moral and ethical question of
the greatest magnitude, and

WHEREAS Baptists share with Jews a heritage of perse-

e

cution and suffering for conscience' sake,

@
i
q
il
4
Fl
a
k|
|
3
J
u
4
X
oA




94"

SUNDAY NEWS, .iUNE 11, 1972

S. Strober assert in their new
Majority” (Association Prass,
The politics of the 19705 will hef
sienificantly influcnced by the
resurgence of Christian funda-’
mentalism,
which  Graham
symbolizes, say
the authors. ‘I'ne
majority of
Amcrican  witi-
zens share
Graham’s  “vi-
sion af an Amer-
ica dedicated to
God und  ¢om-
mitted to the
jdeals upan
which this
. nationwas
founded; his rejection of extrem-
ism; his stress on the worih of
the individual; his strong support
of the work ethie; and his sug-
gestion that God has singled ont
America fi special blessing and
special responsibility,” they say.
. Streiker, a religion professor at
Temple University, and Strober,
interreligious affairs consuitant
to the Amcrican Jewish Comuet-
tee, say that major Protestant
denominations, whose leadurs
espouse liberal social and politi-
. cal poals, are losing heavily in
membership and finaneial =up-
port, while such evangelical
groups as the Assemblies of God
are growing,

“To Graham,” the authors siate,
“the overly social action-minded
clergy misread the mmd and mood
of their constituents.” They guole
from a speech by the evangelist:
“Many (laymen) are lncmmm_

ham Refleets
TJH\» uﬂ(‘"j-*’”ﬁf’/ in U.S.

- By WILLIAM REEL
Billy Graham is “the leader of the politically decmve
majority in America,” the man who “more consistently
than anyone clse expresses the aspirations and fears of the
bulk of his fellow citizens,” Lowell D. Streiker and Gerald

hook, “Religion and the New
$5.95).

disillusioned with the institutional
church; they are hungry for =2

persnnal vital experience with
Jesus Christ.” The authors fur-
ther note Gl‘ahams criticism of
churchmen who, in the cvange-
list's words, “call for social action
witiout also providing a solid
spiritual basis for it.”
Close to Most Americans

“In his ecall for responsible
Christian citizenship, based on
the concept of corporate change
through individual salvation,
Graham remains closer (than the
liberal activists) to the mental
and emotional bent of most
Americans who scriously desire
meaningful social reform, with-
out sacrificing his credibility as
a representative of the historic
Chrisiian faith,” the authors sayv.

“Religion and the New Major-
ity includes an analysis of polit-
ienl tendencies of religious groups
and traces Graham’s carcer from
North Cavelina farm boy to re-
ligious ecrusader and friend of
Presidents.




June 19, 1972

Rabbi Mare Tanenbaum
Rabbi 4, James Rudin

Rilly Graham's Press :

Conferénce at CONFIDENTIAL
Southern Baptist Con-

vention Meeting in

Philadelphia, June 7, 1972

Dr. Craham was intervlewed by a large press group on
June 7th. In his opening statement he remarked that this was
the first press conference since returning from Ireland,

y 18 The initial question dealt with EXPLO '72., Graham said
that it was not a “mass meeting.” The group of 50 young people
would meet with a leader to learm evangelism and missionary pro-
graming. He admitted that he "did not know all the details as of
this date' but expected between 75 and 80 thousand people to
attend. He hoped that all kinds of young Christians would come
and said there were, of course, the usual logistical problems.

He called the Dallas meeting a “Christian Woodstock."

2, Lester Kinsolving asked Grgham if he “ever disagreed with
Richard Nixon" specifically in the area of abortion. GCraham re-
marked that it was a "privilege for him to be a friend of the
President” and that Nixon had "upset all the predictions about
him,"” Graham called Nixon a “courageous and dynamic" president.
Regarding abortion, Grgham said that he is against all abortion
exeept in the case of rape and the mother's health.

3. Regarding the smerican Baptist Chaplain Jensen who was couxt
martialed by the Navy, Graham said he "felt for Chaplain Jensen"
and indicated that the Navy may have been in error in pressing
charges.

4, Craham would welcome Astronaut Jim Erwin on his missionary
team,

5. ~ George Dugan of the New York Times asked Graham for his re-
action to the Baptist resolution eondemning anti-Semitism. Graham
replied "I think my record is clear, that is I am totally, com-
pletely and irrevecably opposed to anti-Semitism. We went through
World War II to prove it. Some rabbis are disturbed and confused




- - b

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 2= June 19, 1972

concerning the Jews for Jesus Movement. I referred to this week's
Time Magazine article --- some of them are in a great dilemma.
Some rabbis are starting Bible classes, There is a vaouum and
there are some people who are turning to Jesus Christ.”

6. Graham was again pressed regarding his relationship to the
President. He gaid he had only seen Mr. Nixon twice this year and
they were 'long time" personal friends.

7.  The rest of the press conference dealt mainly with his
analysis of the Northerm Ireland situation and this part of his
press conference was duly reported in the New York Times.

- I think it is important to note Gréham's pattérn of free
association, That is, he moved quickly from a denunciation of
anti-Semitism to the evangelical thrust among Jews, He made no

. comment about Israel or Soviet Jews but moved instead directly

from comment on the Baptist resolution to "Jews for Jesus."

AJR:FM

cc: Gerald Strober



June 28, 1972

Dr. Billy Graham
Montreat, North Carolina 28757

Dear 3Billy:

It was characteristically thoughtful and compassionate of you
to intervene on behalf of Gavriel Shapire. I have informed
his wife, Judith, of our conversation and she has asked me

to express to you her deep and abiding gratitude.

I am taking the liberty of enclosing the text of the breadcast
that was heard over some 60 radio stations in major cities
around the country last Sunday. It contains some of the
specifics of the case which I thought you might find useful
as background. If you hear anything further, I would be most
appreciative if you would let me know 30 that we might be
guided accordingly in our actions,.

1 appreciate very much your sharing with me the concerm about
the other questioan. I am prepared to be as helpful as I can.
If you wish, I shall be glad to sit down with “hkoever would
1like to review ways to be most effective in interpreting the
positive record.

. As a start,shoald we, please Cod, obtain the release of Gavriel
Shapiro, I would be prepardd to issue a statereat expressing
appreceation on dehalf of the Jewish commnunity to those in

¢

tt‘.t@¢-4o--.,2



Dr. Billy Graham 2= June 28, 1972

=3 ié‘slmhi_ngton responsible for that result. 1If you have any

thoughts about how best to do this, I would be more than '
glad to receive them from you.

Again, with gratitude and By cont:inued prayers for your
health and strength, I am,

Cordially,

Rabbi Marc H., Tanenbaum
National Director of
Interreligious Affairs

Enc./1
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[ s
New Book Has Stnkmg lmpact

By Albin°A." Gorisek
Religien Editer

Bill;y Grahams tnps to Israel are al--
ways news.

A movie about one of his tours mada,
by his organization, has been 'oought hy the‘
Israeli airline, El AL to
distribute as promouon- R
al travelogues. -

SOLIETIMES the
Graham organization ¥¥ -
gets unexpected bene- )" =
fits. Not long ago a :G*
woman who said she
was Jewish telephoned
to ask where to send a
. donation ‘to .'Dr.. Gra-
™ ham. She said she'had- i
seen the film and uanted, to suppqrt Ius'

- work. ,
A Comcuizng w:th Dr. Graham s cmsade‘
here July 14-23 is release of a book coau~ -

thored by an Amencan Jmsh Committee

Dr Graham s: relatmnsh;p with Jews
. has always been good, but with this book it
!s taking on even more striking impact.

The book, “Religion and the New Ma-
jnnty " (Association Press, $5.50) has no
Jewish viewpoini,
- thors, Gerald Strober, is the only non-Jew

* on the 100-member professional staff of the

‘American Jewish Committee. He wrote the
book With Dr. Lowell D, Streiker, religion

: profesmr at Temple University in Philadel-

phia.

In his stance“m his crusade sermons
and in his other speeches and writings, Dr.
Graham reflects the attltudes and aspira-
_ fions :'of “nnddle-Amenca the authors
say. i

'I.'HE EMERGENCE of this new social

- class, as they call it, has made Dr. Gra-

ham’s ‘career “a continuing success story.”
~ « 'They- point out that mddle-Amencans
are droppmg out of liberal churches. At a

Billy Graham S Ra
Wlth Jews Is Best Ever

S time when such established denominations

, one of the au- .

-
t

as Presbyterian, Episcopal, United Church
(Congregational) and others: are losing
flocks, ' fundamentalist and more conserva-,

'ave ones are picking up new members.

port |’

"Dr. Graham, they write, is more apt-to'“ i

' be identified mth the fundamentahsts ‘But”
’he also is way ahead of most fnndameml-

ist leaders on social i

2 ' < The authors date desegregaﬂon of,.hh '
TN o - crusades in the South to-1960. They say thet- .

wE,, o

_he was the first national evangelist to add'd’”

black to his staff. (This was the Rev. How+

ardJonestlweland,manObqrﬂne

resident.) .
‘His .views,. on most issues, the writers

1 say, are the views of 31° million other con~

servative Protestants in America. In addi-

*. tion,” they have determined that a large,

segment of Roman Catholics Would agma
with.his viewpoints. .
* In praise of Dr, Gramm,thevwnt.e
“HE HAS HAD opportunities for trwe!,
learning -and association with the influen-
tial unparalleled. in' the life of- anyot.bet
past or present evangelical leader . e
“He has come mnchrurtheralong the
paths of tolerance and nndsstan&ngthan
most of his contemporaries in evangelical-
ism, and, despite criticism from the ex-
tremes, has made fundamentalist Chris-

. tianity resyectabb aad even desirable.” .

Cleveland magazine is to have ﬂpl‘th
and-con piece on Dr. Graham and his
Cleveland crusade in its July issue, out

next week.

The Rev. Farley W. Wheelwright, a
radio minister, wrote the con side and the
Rev. Dr. Lewis Raymond, pastor of Old
Stone Church on. Public Square, authoted
the pro arguments. -

Editors of the magazine refused to give

-, advance proofs of the articles to reporters

: because, they said, they .did not want the

mformanon out .before the magazme 15 on

the newsstands

“I'S-‘-'

-
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BriryLy RAHAM

Montreat, N.C. 28757
July 3, 1972

Dear Marc:

Thank you for your good
letter of June 28. I will be follow-
ing with interest and prayers the
developments concerning Gavriel and
Judith Shapiro.

I wish we could see each
other more often. I follow your many
activities through Religious News Ser-
vie and the press.

Cordially

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

National Director of
Interreligious Affairs

The American Jewish Committee

165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022



j July 5, 1972

Dr. Biily Graham
. Montreat, North Carclina 28757

Dear Billy:

In 8 telephone conversation with Moscow over this weekend,
we learned that Soviet authorities released Gavriel
Shapiro from prison this past Friday morning at 7 amm.

I cannot begin to tell you what & stone was lifved from

- the heart of his wife, Judith, and their families.

I thank God for what you have done to make possible this
minor miracle. Tomorrow, Gavriel meets with his investigator
in order to discuss whether or not there will be a trial.

All of us bope and pray that wise and practical men will

find a way to release Gavriel so that ke can emigrate

to this couwitry and be reunited with his Americen wife,

As I indieated to you in my June 28 letter, I want

to find effective ways of interpreting the humanitarian
role of President Nixon and his administration in these
areas of concer. Enclosed are copies of a recent state-
gent that I have made in this connection. The Jewish
Telegraphic Agency report has been carried to Jewish
coamunities throughout the United States and abroad. The




.

-

Dr. Billy Graham

-2- July 5, 1972

radio broadecast has been carried on some 60 stations
in major cities where there are substantial concentrations
of the Jewish population. I hope these will be helpful.

Agatn with my deep personal gpppreciation, I am,

MHT:1isg

Enclosures ‘

Cordially,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director of
Interreligious Affairs
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H The Cleveland Press, Saturda

30 million votes

luly 8,1972

sfake

- Will Billy

decide
-.._i'he election?

By KEVIN P. PHILLIPS

foae
* WASHINGTON—Politicians keeping a close eye on
the implications of America’s elhnic resurgence hadl bet-
ler start paying equal attention to its counlry cousin —
the great revival of fundamentalist re-
‘hgwn
~Both trends flow from the same in-
-stinct of human nature to seek out basic

»
i

tpyrpry

*with too much social upheaval.
"..This- revivalist trend has major peliti-
-cal implications. according to a book,
“Religion and the New Majority," by
Gerald 5. Strober of the American Jew- PHILLIPS
.ish Committee and Dr. Lowell D. Streiker, assistant pro-
.fessor of religion at Temple University.-
..-FUNDAMENTALISM 1S ON THE UPSWING, the two
say, because of the disintegration of traditional sociely
and “the decline in the habitual optimism of the Ameri-
can people.” More importani. they see the fundamental-
ist revival as having catapulted evangelist Billy Graham ..
into a positicn of enormous naiional political leverage.

Claiming there are now 30 million evangelicals of vot-
_ing age, Strober and Streiker say that anyone who views
~Graham as simply a revivalist showman or White House

chaplain “falls short of defining his actual place in
American sociely.”

In their words, Graham has emerged as “the leader of
‘the politically decisive majority, the man who more con-
-sistently than anyone else expresses the aspirations and
fears of the bulk of his fellow citizens,”

I DOUBT IF THE TWO SCHOLARS REALIZE just
~how political - Billy Graham is.. Although Sen. George
--McGovern is a country Methodist preacher's son, the
North Carolina evangelist regards McGovern's cadres as
‘2 virtual devil's advance guard. What is more, Graham

sees Richard Nixon as the man who must lead a crusade

against the devil's works — he frequently so exhorts the

President — and the evangelist leader is up to his gold-
_en larynx in collusion with the Oval Office.

.7 As long ago as the summer of 1968, Billy Graham was
..the only non-politician summoned by candidate Nixon to

a privaie Miami Beach mid-convention strategy session
aimpd at picking the GOP vice presidential nominee.
--S]l]t" then,” Graham has been a {requent visitor o the
‘While House, and not just to lead Sunday prayer serv-

" fces.

The President and the evangelist (ranked No. 1 and
.No. 2-in the Gallup Polls list of most admired Ameri-
cans] often-huddle togcther to discuss politics and speak-
mg techniques, with Graham giving the President advice
~ oni how to 1mprove his image and come across better w1lh
“the people.

-~ SENATE MINORITY LEADER Hugh Scott has de-.
‘scribed McGovern as the “Triple A candidate — Acid,
“Amnesty and Abortion,” and there can be no doubt that
McGovern's cause is closely identified with most of the
social issues that are anathema to evangelicals and fun-
damentallsts, )

., Given these circumstances, plus Graham'’s very close

“Telationship with President Nixon, the November impact

nf the new revivalism could be immense.




4//// o  July 19, 1972

Dr. Billy Graham
- Montreat, North Carolina 28757

Dear Billy:

I appreciate your warm letter of July 3. 1I . share very much your
generous wish that we might meet together more often, and hope
sincerely that we can arrange to do so at an early date.

This coming October 30 thraugh November 2, we are sponsoring with
the Southern Baptist Convention an academic seminar on the inter-
relationship of religion, culture, and ethnicity. If time allows,
I would certainly welcome a chance to get the benefit of your
thinking on these important issues before the conference takes
place at Wake Forest. I would be glad to meet you any place that
is convenient for you.

In light of your expressed interest in the situation of Gavriel

and Judith Shapiro, I am taking the liberty of enclosing a copy of
a telegram that Gavriel has sent to President Nixon from Moscow.
Judith Shapiro is extremely eager to obtain a visa from Soviet
authorities in order to be with her husband when his trial opens on
July 26. Is there any way that an intervention could be made that
could lead to her getting the visa? I would certainly be grateful
if this could be done.

Again, with heartfelt thanks for your constant interest and heart-

ening assistance. May God bless you and your loved ones in every

way!

Cordially,

MHT :MSB ' Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
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Billy

raham Values

Seen Key to Election

. week, "would suggest that

Giraham's theological con-
stitluency numbers ahout
30 million." (That has
been the estimated num-

might change that image
somewhat during the cam-
paign.

Strober, who studied at

two evangelical schools, .

fs ‘President at the lima,
Strober said.

"One of the reasons for
the Graham rise has been
the decline of the major

finity in their analysis of
the issues," Stlrober said.
"Both men have said that

what America needs most
is individual moral and

ber of conservative, evan- Gordon College in Massa- ¢ e nominations," Strober N
gelical Protestants in the chusetts and Moody BiIl)le said. 32:} ’:;‘ZL;‘?:;E&%‘ :.‘" or-

8 ' nt : i H United States, regardless Institute in Chicago, also Graham's moderately el
Nixon's Aﬂmlty With Evangellst GIVES of denominational affilia- has been active in politics. . I Graham and Nixon ap-

~ Him Start on McGovern, 2 Authors Say

BY JOHN DART

Times Raligion Wriler

The presidential candi-
date whose values seem
closest to that of the Rev.
Billy Graham stands the
best chance 1o win in
November, suggesls a new
study of the evangelist's
effect on "Middle Ameri-
ca."

: ; ﬁy that yardstick, Pres-

{dent Nixon hasg a running

_start on Sen. George S.

f—— e

McGovern bhecause of the
former's close association
and ideological affinity
with Mr. Graham.

"Any analysis which
erceives Billv Graham to
Ee either the grealest revi-

- valist of his time or White
- House 'chaplain' falls

short of defining his actual
place in American socie-
ty," according to authors
Gerald S. Strober and

"~ Lowell D, Streiker.

l

"Graham is today the

leader of the politically de-
cisive majority," Strober
and Streiker said, "the
man who more consistent-
ly than anyone else articu-
lates the aspirations and
fears of the bulk of his fel-
low citizens."

Stroher and Streiker are
authors of "Religion and
the New Majority,” pub-
lished before the Demo-
cratic National Conven-
tion by Association Press.

Streiker, an author of
several hooks. is on the fa-
culty of the Temple Uni-
versity religion depart-
ment. Strober, a [’res-
byterian lay minister,
worked mearly four yeurs
for the interreligious af-
fairs department of the
American Jewish Commit-
tee, which has extensive
relations with U.S. Chris-
tian bodies.

"Our analysis," Strobher
gaid In an interview this

tions.)

“Added to that are many
millions who would not
agree with Graham's
theological position, ~but
would agree with his anal-
vsis of the problems -and
potential of American
life," Strober said.

"For example, thev
would support his rejec-
tion of extremism," he
said. '"They would agree
with him that America has
been singled out both for
special blessing and spe-
cial responsibility,

Work Ethic, Not Reform

"They would agree with
Graham's stress on indivi-
duals, and the work ethic
—in contrast with those
programs that seem to
stress mass social reform
and to he concerned with
manipulating masses of
people.”

That constituency can be
"quite progressive when it
comes to individual con-
cerns, such as higher Med-

icare and Social Security, -

but they become quite sus-
picious about social theory
talk," Strober said.

"1 think it will be very
difficult for MeGovern to
prevail in the election,” he
saiil.

"To this new majority

‘MeGovern appears to he
“un advocate of mass social
‘vhange,"

satll Strober

)
|

while ronceding that the -

Decmocralic nominee

In 1968 he served as coor-
dinator of Clergy and Lay-
men for the late, Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy in
New York State.

McGovern [orces are
counting on heavy favori-
tism by young people, but
Strober questions that
image.

2nd Most Admired

At the evangelical vouth
gathering, Explo 72, in
Dallas last month, a sam-
pling of the more than 75,-
000 registrants by a Dallas
newspaper showed that
H7% backed Nixon, 11%
favored George Wallace
and 11% liked McGovern.
Strober, who attended the

two persons out of the 100
he talked to al random
who said they would vote
for McGovern.

Gallup Polls have shown
Billy Graham to be the
second most admired
American behind whoever

conservative posilions in
religion and social matters
have a broad appeal, in-
cluding sizable numbers of
Catholics who have appre-
cialed his opposition to
abortion in most cases and
his favoring of prayer in
schools.

"Nixon has made a very
concerted effort to identi-
fy with Graham over the
last couple of years," said
Strober, citing the Pres-
ident's appearance at Gra-
ham's “Tennessee crusade
m 1970 and the White
House services at which
Graham has been the only
repeater.

"l don't think Graham is
letting himsel( he used, be-

" . cause they have a real af-
event, said he found only ! e UMY Nave.a ea

parently see eye-to-eye on
religious matters as well,
Nixon having been raised
in a conservative. evange-
lical Quaker tradition. Me-
Govern, while also a
Protestant, is more identi-
fied with the influential
liberal segment of the
United Methodist Church.

"We're not saying a per-
son necessarily votes his
faith," Strober said of his
and Streiker's conclusions,
"but there certainly is a
tendency for those who
believe in personal salva-
tion to vote for the candi-
date who seems to stress
the role of individuals and
their responsibility to so-
ciety."
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[end]
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September 12, 1972

Dr. Billy Graham
Montreat
North Carolina 28757

Dear Billy:

I have just returned to my office this past week following my
summer vacation and I hasten to write to you to express my deep
and abiding appreciation of your thoughtfulness in proposing my
nanme for the offering of a prayer at the Republican National
Convention. '

In the enclosed copy of my letter to Leonard Garment I have tried
to indicate the reasons why I found it necessary to decline that
great honmor. 1 am seeking appropriate ways to advance our common
cause without compromising my non-political standing.

But I do want you to know how grateful I am for your constant
friendship and graciousness. I hope to God that I can find some
appropriate ways to reciprocate even in small measure your great
spirit of fellowship and compassion.

On another matter, may I take the liberty of bringing to your at-
tention an article written by Mr. Leonard Yaseen, president of the
Fantus Corporation. Mr. Yaseen is a Jewish lay leader who serves
as National Chairman of the Interreligious Affairs Commission of
AJC. He has written this article out of his deep concern over the
perseverance of prejudice and hatred, now climaxed so bmutally by
the Olympic massacres. He write this article with a view towards
its possible publication in the Readers Digest or some similar
publication. Before he sent it on, he indicated that he would re-
gard it as a personal favor if he could have the benefit of your
reaction to it. If you could find a few moments to read it and
let us know frankly your feelings about it, both Mr. Yaseen and I
would be most grateful.
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Dr. Billy Grsham R September 12, 1972

Again, with my warmest best wishes and continued prayers for

God's care over you, I am

Cordially,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
. : . National Director of
MHT :MSB : Interreligious Affairs



October 10, 1972

Dr. Billy Graham
Montreat
North Carolina 28757

Dear Billy:
'Thank you so very much for your thoughtful and most helpful letter.

I have shared your insights and suggestions with Hr; Yaseen and he
has proceeded to revise his article accordingly. If he manages to
have it printed, I will send you a copy of it.

I appreciated very much your reference to your personal involvement

in the memorial service for the Israelis who were killed in Munich.

This was characéteristic of your entire spirit of empathy and identi-
fication with our people in their hour of need.

I am just sorry that there have been so many situations which have
called for that kind of response. But it has been wonderful of you
to be so present when it means so much to all of us.

Incidentally, I take the liberty of enclosing the text of a radio
broadcast that I have just aired for WINS-Westinghouse Broadcasting
System on the Soviet '"Diploma Tax." This is a cause of very deep
concern in the Jewish community and we are hopeful that the
President's . interventions last week will be helpful in having that
ransom tax rescinded. In any case, we need to pray that that will
be the final result.

Again, with much gratitude and my warmest good wishes to you, Mrs.
Graham, and your lovely children.

Cordially,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
_ ' National Director of
MHT :MSB . Interreligious Affairs
Encl. : : _



Brinry GRAHAM

Montreat, N.C. 28757
September 20, 1972

My dear Mark:

Thank you for your letter of
September 12, I am delighted that you
were able to take a few days of vacation.
With all your strenuous schedule I am
certain that you needed it.

I have been commuting back and
forth to California. I do not know whether
you saw the pictures in the San Francisco
Examiner of me attending the memorial
service at the synagogue for the victims
at Munich. The press made quite a point
that I had slipped quietly and unexpectedly
in to participate in the service.

The whole world was moved with
sympathy toward Israel after that tragic
event. I would have almost wished that
the Israelis would not have retaliated so
quickly. Unfortunately many people through-
out the world are saying, "what's the
difference?'. Public opinion had shifted
quickly to the Israel side. Yet I suppose
they felt within the context of their own
situation that they had to do something.

I have read the article by
your friend Mr. Yaseen rather quickly and
will give you my top-of-the-head reaction.

I think by and large it is
excellent. I agree with about ninety-five



percent of it. I think it would have a
far greater impact if such an article were
written by a Christian leader rather than
a Jewish leader.

My own suggestion would be
that he tone down or leave out paragraphs
9 and 6 on the first page. For example,
the one that begins, ''As we approach the
year 2,000 ...". I think those paragraphs
need to be looked at very carefully. While
it is most certainly true, yet I do not
think you want to turn off the Christian
audience whom you are trying to influence
by being too negative too early in the
article. There are those of us who feel
that those people who have done those things
in history against the Jews were never
really Christians. They were false Chris-
tians.

On page 3, at the top of the
page, I think if a Jewish leader writes this
article then he should make it even stronger
concerning Caiphas and a few other Jewish
leaders who turned against Christ. This
would give a far more objectivity to the
rest of the article. It would make Chris-
tians say, '"Well, Jewish people recognize
that certain leaders of that day did turn
against Christ."

In the fourth paragraph on
page 3 this paragraph would be almost
completely rejected by all evangelicals --
and most other Christian groups,including
the vast majority of Catholics. I think
the other arguments in the article are so
good and so strong that to make light of
John, Mark, Matthew and Luke, who were
considered by both Catholics and Protestants
alike to be inspired in their writings,
would greatly detract from the rest of the
article and blunt the message the writer
is trying to get over to the Christians.



The rest of the article, even
including John Chrysostom, is excellent.
Such an article as this ought to be
written. Again I would say it would be
better if a Christian wrote it. It might
have a greater impact.

I am sure that you wanted my
frank appraisal.

With warmest greetings, I am

Most cordimlly yours,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director of
Interreligious Affairs

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

New York, New York 10022





