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THE.NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, JANUA RY 21, 1973

Graham Tells of Reservations

l

Over War

By EDWARD B. FISKE jthis business of civilians being

Special to The New York Times | killed.” )
WASHINGTON, Jan. 20—The| On Jan. 4, the North Viet-
Rev. Billy Graham,. the evan-namese said that a preliminary
gelist, said in an’interview here{survey had shown that 1,318
that the war in Vietnam was a éiviiiaris died and 1,261 were
“judgment of God on America”|wounded in Hanoi alone in the

questions” about it from the
very beginning.
Mr. Graham, who i

at a White House church serv-
ice tomorrow morning. He was
interviewed this week in his
hotel room here.

He said that he had avoided
making public his personal res-
ervations'about the war because
“then I would be forced to
take sides in every war in the
world.” .

Asked about his reaction to
news of the renewed bombing
of North Vietnam last month,
the evangelist replied, “I'll be
honest with you. I felt gloomy.
Like all Americans, I thought a
cease-fire was imminent. I think
that this was what caused the
reaction across the nation.”

‘All Over The World’

He said that war was “born
in the hearts of human beings
who are in rebellion against
God” ‘and that such viclence
would persist unless mankind
experienced wholesale repent-
ance of sin. -
Regarding the renewed bomb-
ng, he said, “If I understand
orrectly from North Vietnam,
Kthey had 300 or so civilian
jicasualties, which is about one-
fhalf of what the Syrians say
hey had last week from Israeli
ombs. It's all over the world,

and that he had had “grave|December bombing.

On Jan. 10, the Syrians re-
orted that 500  civilians. had

s a closé|been killed in Israeli raids, but
friend of President Nixon, will|Israel charged- that the asser-
be one of the three preachergtion was a “lie.”

\ Mr. Graham continued,
“There is tragedy everywhere.
Violence is something world-
wide. A thousand people are
killed every week on American
highways, and half of these are
attributed to alcohol. Where
are the demonstrations against
alcohol?”

Mr. Graham, who looked fit
and relaxed - after completing
his annual physical checkup at
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester,
Minn., said that, contrary to
widespread opinion, he had
never taken a public position
either for or against the war
in Southeast Aaia. _

He said that after American

|bombers had renewed attacks

on North Vietnam last month,
he received more than 400 let-
ters and telegrams asking him
to use whatever influence he
might have with President
Nixon to alter American policy.
Most, but not all, he said,
sought an end to the bombing.

Mr. Graham said that the
President had not asked his
opinion about the renewed
raids, but he declined to say
whether he had raised the is-
sue himself.

Asked about his thought$ on
the war, he said, “I doubted
]from the beginning over send-

ing American troops anywhere'

without the will to win. We en
tered the war almost deliberate
ly to Inse it. . ' :

“You see, when the Russians|§
went into Czechoslovakia they|j
went - with such overwhelming§
power that there was no battle.|}
Nobody was killed. I don’t think
we should ever fight these long,
drawnout half-hearted wars. It's
like cutting a cat's tail off a
half-inch at a time.”

Mr. Graham also said that he
feared some of the side effects
of American involvement. “I
thought that. we were begin-
ning to destroy that which we
went there to save,” he said.

He said that over the years
he had kept his reservations
quiet because “all through this
period I have not been sure
whether our involvement was|
right - or wrong” and “didn’tj
want to get involved on either |
side.” S b

“I think it will take 25 years|
to know whether America was
right in making this commit-
ment,” he said. . :

Mr. Graham said that the
war in Vietnam “is definitely |
a judgment of God on Amer-
ica.”” Like other social trends,
including -~ “our moral permis-
siveness and our violence,” he
said, it can be seen as fulfill-
ment of Biblical prophecies of
conditions that will precede
the second coming of Chrisi.

He said that war and violence
would end only when Jesus re-
turnéd to judge and rule the
world,” “We're all breakers cf}
God's law,” he said. “I kncw
that. I've already pleaded guil-
ty and said, ‘Lord, I'm at your
mercy. I'm saved by the love
and mercy of Christ, and this
is a wonderful thing."”

REMEMBER THE NEEDIEST!
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. January 31, 1973
Mr. Harold Ostroff, President
Jewish Workmen's Circle
175 East Broadway
New York, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Ostroff:

A copy of your statement regarding the interview with the Rev. Dr.
Billy Graham in The New York Times was brought to my attention.

Given the nature of the quotation attributed to him relative to
Israel, I can understand the reason for your response. But as a
matter ‘of my personal conscience, I feel an obligation to inform you
that it would be extremely unfair to judge Dr. Graham's attitude to
Israel on the basis of this brief quotation.

As a result of a personal relationship which I have enjoyed with Dr.
Graham,; I can testify categorically that Dr. Graham is a trusted

and devoted friend of the people and the State of Israel. It would
be unfortunate in the extreme if the impression were left, especially
in the Jewish community, that the opposite were true. We have a
moral obligation to treat the friends of our people fairly and
honestly.

This is not to say that we may not have differences with Dr. Graham
on other questions, but certainly where we do have a common under-
standing we should not allow it to be misunderstood and misrepresented.

I hope you will have no objection if I undertake to share this point
of view with other leaders in the Jewish community who may have
gotten a wrong impression as a result of this episode.

With warm good wishes. (/’

#incerely,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director of
MHT:MSB Intecreligious Affairs

OHILIP E. HOFFMAN, President @ RICHARD MAASS, Chalrman, Nationai Executive Councit & DAVID SHER. Chairman, Boaro o1 Governors w ELMER o. WINTER, Chairman, Boaro of Trustees ®
MOARIS H. BIKGREEN, Treasurer ® MRS LEON C. SUNSTEIN, JR., Sccrctary ® GERARD WEINSTOCK. Assoriate Treasurei @  nonordry [tesidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, LOUIS CAPLAN,
IRVING M. ENGIL, ARTHUR ). GOLDBERG ® Honagrary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN, MRS, JACOB BLAUSTEIN, /ACK A. GOLDFARB, JOSI#n KLINGI NSYHIN, FRED LAZARUS, JR., JAMES MAHSHALL,
WILLIAM ROSENWALD ® MAX M FISHER, Honorary Chairman, National Fxeculive Council ® MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer & JOMN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President Emeritus =
vice.Presidenty; BERNARD ABRAMS, Hir'l!orn JEROME M. COMAR, Chicago; CARL M. FREEMAN, Washington: MRS, RUTH R. GODUARD, New York: DAVID GOLDWASSER, Arianta
ANDREW GOUDMAN, New York, MHHUR N. GREENBERG, Los Angeles: LEWiS S. GROSSMAN, Deiroit; EMERY ©. KLINEMAN, New York, RAYMONUG D. NASHER, Dallas; ALFRED 1. SOLiZ. Cleveizns

4 BERTRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-Presicent
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February 6, 1973

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum \
National Director of

Interreligious Affairs

American Jewish Committee

165 E. 56th St.

New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum:

Thank you very much for taking the trouble
to put in perspective the statement made by Dr. Graham
to which we took exception.

We did not think that the statement should go
unchallenged, but we have no thought of carrying this
any further once he was confronted with his remark and
responded that he has no animus towards Israel. We
need friends, we have always had enough enemies,

Incidentally, we are very well aware of the
excellent work you are doing to promote good relations
between Jews and Christians, and we have no desire ex~
cept to be helpful.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

1d Ostroff 2/
President “Z

opeiu-153
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> January 31, 1973

Rev. Dr, BillyﬁGraham
Montreat
North Carolina 28757

Dear Billy:

I felt a moral responsibility to you and to our friendship to
send the enclosed letter. 1I hope it helps clarify a confusion
which is unfortunate and unnecessary.

It has been on my mind for some time to be in touch with you

about the possibility of our having a conversation regarding

Key 73. The problems of proselytization and respect for comscience
require some basic clarification between the Evangelical and

Jewish communities. From my recent travels around the country,

I am persuaded that the earlier it could be done the better for
everybody concerned. 1I£f there some chance that we could meet

in the near future?

With warmest good wishes and my prayers for God's care ovef you -
. and your lovely family, I am

- :
Faijhfully yours,

..-‘.\_ AT _.,C‘;__

———

¢ Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
_ National Director of
MHT : MSB - Interreligious Affairs
Encl.

FHILIP E. HOFFMAN, President B RICHARD IMAASS, Chairman, Nalicnal Exccutive Council ® DAVID SHER, Chairman, Beard of Governors = ELMER L. WINTER, Chairman, Board of Trustees 1
MORRIS H. BERGRLEN, Treasurer ® MRS, LEON €. SUNSTEIN, JR., Secrelary » GERARD WEINSTOCK, Associate Treasurer m  Honorary Presidants: JADRRIS 8. ABRAM, LOUIS CAPLAN
IRVING M. ENGEL, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG & Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN, MRS. JACOB BLAUSTEIN, JACK A, GOLDFARB, JOSEPH KLINGENSTEIN, FRED LAZARUS, JR., JAMES MARSHALL
WILLIAM ROSENWALD ® [MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chairman, Mational Executive Council = MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer ® JOHM SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President Emeritus 1
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ANDREW GOODMAN, Mew Yotk; ARTHUR M. GREENBERG, Los Angeles; LEWIS S. CROSSMAN, Detroil; EMERY E. KLINEMAN, New York; RAYMOND D. NASHER, Dallas; ALFRED I, SOLTZ, Clevelan:
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January 31, 1973

Mr. Harold Ostroff
Executive Vice President
United Housing Foundation
465 Grand Street

New York, N, Y.

Dear Mr. Ostroff:

A copy of your statement regarding the interview with the Rev. Dr.
Billy Graham in The New York Times was brought to my attention.

Given the nature of the quotation attributed to him relative to

Israel, I can understand the reason for your 1 . as a -
matter of my personal conscience, I feel an gbitigation-to iﬁﬁorm you
that it would be extremely unfair to judge Pr. Graham's attitude to
Israel on the basis of this brief quotation) .

As a result of a personal relationship which I have enjoyed with Dr.
Graham, I can testify categorically that Dr. Graham is a trusted

and devoted friend of the people and the State of Israel. It would
be unfortunate in the extreme if the impression were left, especially
in the Jewish community, that the opposite were true. Ve have a
moral obligation to treat the friends of our people fairly and
honestly.

This is not to say that we may not have differences with Dr. Graham
on other questions, but certainly where we do have a common under-
standing we should not allow it to be misunderstcocod and misrepresented.

I hope you will have no objection if I undertake to share this point
of view with other leaders in the Jewish community who may have
gotten a wrong impression as a result of this episode.

With warm good wishes.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
: National Director of
MHT :MSB : Interreliglous Affairs

BCC: Rev. Dr. Billy Graham



Biry GRAHAM
February 9, 1976

- &
wyr

My dear Marc, b

Thank -you--for-yours of January 16. Ruth and I
are on the west coast of Mexico-where she is_ |
recuperating from her recent illness--and I am
finishing a new book on the Holy Spirit. Unfor-
tunately I had to cancel all engagements until
April 1. I am going from here to the Mayo Clinic
where I have two or three troublesome things that
need taking care of.

I would certainly like to sit down and have a

chat with you in the very near future. As you
perhaps know, we have received an invitation from
the evangelicals of Egypt to hold a Christian
conference there next year. We have accepted their
invitation on the basis: "if they can get permission
"from the government.'" I had a brief discussion with
Ambassador Dinitz about it and he felt that it could
do nothing but good, because it would give another
possible "line" into Egypt for future peace discus-
sions. Naturally I would not enter into the
political situation in any remarks that I would
make. It would be strictly a Biblical conference
for the Christians.

I had a wonderful time in Israel, though I felt a
sense of despondency and discouragement on the part
of a few of our friends there over the political
situation. However, I see some signs of improvement.

I presented to my wife at Christmas a little gold
locket that she wears night and day that says in
both Hebrew and English: '""Pray for the peace of
Jerusalem."

Leighton Ford so deeply appreciated the opportunity
he had with some of the Jewish leaders recently. He
told me all about it and gave me a copy of his address.
I thought he approached the subject with candor and
deep concern for Israel.



Indeed I would like the type of meeting that you
suggest. I will try to get some suggested dates
to you in the next couple of months. The last of
October or early November looks about the best
possibility at the moment on my schedule, as the
latter part of November I must go to East Africa.

I hope 1976 proves to be a wonderful year in your
life and ministry. I hope you will always consider
me a friend on whom you can call at any time to be
of any service I possibly can.

Shalom,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

National Director, Interreligious Affairs
The American Jewish Committee

165 East 56 Street

New York, N.Y. 10022



SOL A. DANN
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR

5846 ELDERGARDENS ST. ’ (714) 287-1256

!
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92120

Dear Dr. Kaplan, gng Dp. Eisenstein,

Inasmuch as I lack the abllity and 'expertise' to discuss problems relating
to "religious-beliefs" with a man like the Reveread Billy Graham, I submit
‘this matter should be pursued by the experts in the A.D.L, American Jewish
Congress, American Jewlsh Committee and others. Especlially Rabbis like your-

1f, Emanuel Rackman, Ar#f, et al. AND I SO REQUEST.

It would be better if my name and correspondencé were Eot'éven'mentioned.




820 Caltex House, Sydney, Australia

414 Grohom Avenue, Winnipep, Canada

27 Camden Road, London, N.W. 1, England
102 Avenue des Champs-Elysees, Paris, Prancs

; P.0. Boz 870, Auckland, New Zealand
? THE B-‘u—] (Copaalbenocsy EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION Inctrpovaiod— nemprofit ergamicsion

Boz 987, Montreat, North Carolina 28757

- February 5, 1973

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum:

: Your good letter of January 31
arrived in Mr. Graham's absence. I will bring
it to his attention when he returns to the office
in-approximately ten days.

., . I note in your f'i'i'st paragraph you
refer to the enclosed letter . There was no
enclosure with your letter. ;

_ Best wishes.

Sincerely,

ﬂ//m’ W Sty
(Mrs.) Martha W. Bridges
Secretary to Mr. Graham

Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum
National Director of
Interreligious Affairs

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Read DECISION magazine each month Listen to ““The Hour of Decision” each Sunday on Radio
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February 13, 1973

Mrs. Martha W. Bridges

The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association
Box 937

Montreat, North Carolina 28757

Dear Mrs. Bridges: |
Thank you for your thoughtful letter of February 5th.

1 regret that the letter that I referred to was not enclosed.
I take the liberty of doing so now.

In the madnttmﬁ I have received a reply from Mr. Ostroff which
I am pleased to enclose. I would think that the episode is
now closed. bml

Please convey my warmest personal good wishes to Dr. Graham
and his associates.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director of

MHT :MSB Interreligious Affairs
Encls.



RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE ‘
DOMESTIC SERVICE -6~ TEURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1973

REP, MIZELL ON BID TO GRAHAM:
NO INTENT TO ALIENATE ANYONE

By Religious Hews Service (2-15-73)

WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS) -- Responding to criticism by a group of local
black Baptist clergymen of a proposed Billy Graham evangelistic crusade here,
Rep. Wilmer D, IMizell (R-N.C,) said it was not his intention to "alienate"
anyone from participation in planning for the event.

Mr. Mizell was host to an ad hoc group'!s luncheon here Jan. 13. It was
attended by 80 area clergymen and businessmen at which a deC151on was made to
invite Dr. Graham to conduct a crusade iere next year.

The Baptist Ministers Conference of the District of Columbia and Vicin-
ity adopted a resolution Feb. 12 refusing to endorse the Graham crusade,
charging that the Southern Baptist evangelist and his associates had shown
"insensitivity" to nracial issues., The conference of 275 black clergymen of
various Baptist bodies also stated it had not been consulted concerning
initial discussions on the crusade, and that no key black church leaders had
been invited to the luncheon.

Interviewed by Religious News Service, Mr. Mizell, who is a member of
the Christian and Missionary Alliance Church, said "four or five™ black
clergymen were invited to the luncheon, among them Dr. S. S. Hodges, execu-
tive secretary of the Progressive llational Baptist Conventlon, -Inc.3 Delegate .
Walter Fauntroy (D-DiC.), who is also pastor of New Bethel Baptist church;
the Rev. Jerry lloore, pastor of 19th Street Baptist church and also a member
of the District of Columbia City Council, and the Rev. Wesley liiley, pastor
of Covenant Baptist church, all of. Vlashington.

Mr. Mizell, a former major league baseball pitcher, said the luncheon
was a "type of meeting that was impossible to have everybody there that
should have been there." Those asked to come were "invited as individuals,
but they came from all the major denominations, as well as Christian business-
men," he said, "This was really the only way to find out what the cross-
section of feellng was."

Asked who invited the 80 people to the luncheon meeting, the Congress-
man said: "There were a number involved going back almost two years, I had
been asked by several who were interested (in having a crusade) if I would
take responsibility of trying to bring together the community for such a
meeting as this.

"I suppose one of the first things done was a letter mailed to all
clergymen in the area from different ones, including different congressmen
-- not all from the South. It was just finding someone, an active layman
like Congressman Al Quie (R-Minn.) who wrote to the Lutheran ministers;
Congressman John Dellenback (R-Ore.) who wrote to Presbyterian ministers;
(former) Sen. (Len B.) Jordan (R-Idaho) who contacted Methodist ministers --
to let them know of the interest that had been building for such a crusade,
to alert them of the possibility, and also togeta feedback from the
community .

(more) PAGE -6-



RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE
DOMESTIC SERVICE -7- THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1973

"Then Congressman John Buchanan (R-Ala.), who is pastoring a (Baptist)
church in Southeast Washington while serving in Congress, contacted all the
Baptist (ministers). Congressman Floyd Hicks (D-Wash,) wrote to a number
of independent churches and to the United Church of Christ, and I agreed to
write to other denominations that didn't have men to contact."

Asked if any Roman Catholic priests were invited, Mr, lizell said
Congressmen “"Larry Hogan and Gilbert Gude (both R-Md. ) contacted Catholics
in the area, and two or three attended the luncheon. I also wrote to the
Cpiscopal Church of God, Nazarene, United Brethren and, of course, a number
of other denominations, and if there was anyone in the area missed, it was
one that I was not aware of."

Regarding the Baptist Ministers Conference's statement that no key black
church leaders here had been invited to the luncheon, Mr, Mizell acknowledged
that only four or five attended and, in giving the names of four, implied
they were among "key black church leaders™ in the area.

The Congressman was asked if, since the population of Washington itself
is more than 70 per cent black, he anticipated there would be a proportion-
ately large representation of black clergymen, laymen and others involved
in planning for the Graham crusade.

"How large a group I really don't know," he replied. "I know that it
would certainly be the desire of all ithose 1nvolved to have just as many
involved as possible at the grass-roots level., And this was the intention
from the very beginning -- that they should be in on the grass roots and
with the planning...

"But I think a Christian crusade of this type in the nation's capital
would be far more than just a crusade in llashington, as in one of the other
cities," he said. "I think this could have a national impact as well, because
this is the nation's capital and the eyes of the nation are focused here, so
the opportunity is far greater for this area and for the nation than having
- % 4 1n another city...

"Men like Dr. Hodges, Rev. Moore and Congressman Fauntroy were strongly
in favor of the crusade,™ Mr. Mizell said.

Mr. Fauntroy will serve as co-chairman with Mr. Buchanan of a nominating
committee to recommend members to an executive committee which will be in
charge of the crusade, Mr, Mizell said.

The North Carolina lawmaker explained that while the decision was reached
at the January luncheon to invite lir. Graham to hold a crusade here, a formal
invitation has not officially been sent to.him,

He said another meeting, "possibly in the nature of a prayer breakfast,™
is being planned within a few months to which "all the pastors in the area™
would be invited "co te a part of extendlng an invitation to Dr. Graham to
come."

Asked how many would be involved in extending the invitation, Mr, Mizell
said that would be "hard to say. We have an awful lot of support at this time
for such a crusade.”

-0- PAGE -7-



" Inge Gibel | - . _ ~ Febe 21, 1973
William Shaffer

Carleton Goodwin letter

You wiil recall I inguired abcut the feasibility of involving a local travel
agent in coordinating an Israel trip for a Baptist group in conjunction with

your program.

You cautioned that such an approach might be politically inappropriate. As

I explained, we had in mind tallting to Goodwin and suggesting any help he
might need. It was my idea tc steer him towards Travel House, an agency whose
owner, Mrs., Richard Shapera is a membsr of cur Board and a generous coatributor
to AJC. As you can understand, such a “marriage” would have been helpful to
me politicaliy.

However, I should advise you taat at this point the entire matter is somewhat
moot. If I may explain, a mumber of tho local Jewish agency execs recently

got together to coordinate their Icrmel trip propossls for non-Jewish influen-
tials because there had been scme cverlapping, etc., in the community. Upon
inquiry, I learned that El Al (whose representative is 2 former AJC Bozrd member)
has already been in communication with Goodwin., It seems that Geoodwin has the
reputation of being a hustler and has ia mind a tour which might suit his own
financial gsins., He is not well likeds With this in mind it would seem that

we are both out in the cold. 5o, cconsider the matter closed.

Best regards.
WS/1lc
cc: Murray Friedman

Rabbi Tanenbaum
Isaish Terman

dictated but not proofed
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JEWISH RECONSTRUCTIONIST FOUNDATION

15 WEST 86TH STREET. NEW YORK. N.Y. 10024 «(212) 787-1500
.

Feb. 27, 1973

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

New York, N. ¥. 10021

Dear Marc:

I am enclosing a batch of correspondence between
Sol Dann of San Diego and the office of Billy Graham.
Sol Dann is someone you may know; he has been a very
active defender of Israel and now has taken up the
cudgels against Billy Graham's column in a way which
I think is well justified. I think you will find
the response of Mr. Featherstone is disenginuous.

Since many thousands, and perhaps millions, read
Billy Graham's column I believe the American Jewish
Committee ought to get into this and prepare a defini-
tive statement on crucifixion and the Jews; perhaps
even a research study on Jewish methods of capital
punishment which, of course, never included crucifix-
ion. Mr. Dann, as you see, prefers that he not be
mentioned and I think he is quite correct.

Please let me know whether your office can get
to this. '

All the best.

Siﬁéerely,
b
IE:r Eisenstein
encs.

Rabbi Mordecai M. Kaplan, Founder; Rabbi Ira Eisenstein, Presidenl; Herman Levin, Chairman of the Board,
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Jacob M. Alkow, David Aronow, Mrs. Aaron M. Aronstein, Lavy M. Becker, Montreal, Lionel Bernstein, Samuel Berson, Max
Borgenicht, Louis M. Bunis, Buffalo, Judah Cahn, Jack J. Cohen, Jerusalem, Lawrence Crohn, Richardson, Texas, Marin Dash, Irving Driesen, Melvin
Dubin, Myron Eisenstein, Julius Fligelman, Los Angeles, Julian Freeman, Indianapolis, J. Harold Garfunkel, Arthur Gilbert, Miss Hannah L. Goldberg,
Abraham Goodman, Mrs. David Greenberg, Paul S. Hillin, Mrs. Reuben I. Isaacson, Saul Jalfe, Philip M. Klutznick, Chicago, Julius Kushner, Maurice
Linder, Anton Marguleas, San Francisco, Benjamin William Mehiman, Alan W. Miller, Joseph Murez, Los Angeles, Sidney Musher, Ludwig Nadelmann,
Clarence Oshin, Maxwell W. Passerman, Daniel G. Ross, Mrs. Albert P. Schoolman, Mrs. L. M. Segall, Harry Shiffman, A. Walter Socolow



Biry GrRAHAM

Montreat, N.C. 28757
February 28, 1973

Dear Marc:

_ Enclosed is a statement
that I am releasing to the press
relative to the concerns over KEY '73.
I am hopeful that this statement will
help in part to clarify the problems
that have arisen.

You may use this state-
ment in any way that you see Iiti

With warmest personal
greetings, I am -

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022
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STATEMENT BY DR. BILLY GRAHAM:

| The reports about a growing misunderstanding in
Christian-Jewish relationships over KEY '73 have become a
source of concern to me. In order to help ease some of
these tensions,-i want to expldin my own position. While I
have not been directly involved in the developing organiz-
ation of KEY '73, I have from the beginning publicly supported
its concept. 2

‘First, as an evangelist,-lkam interested in es-
tablishing contact with all men concerning personal faith
in - Jesus Christ. Implicit in any belief is the right of
sharing it with others. The message that God is love; prompts
any recipient of that love to declare it to others. |

Secondly, just as Judaism frowns on proselyting.that
is coercive,'or that seeks to commit men against their will,
- so do I. Gimmicks, coercion, and intimidation have had no
place in my evangelistic efforts, certainly not in historic

"~ Biblical evangelism. The American genius is that without

denying anyone an expression of their convictions, all are
nevertheless partners in our society. The Gospel's method
is persuasive invitation, not coercion.

Where any group haé used an overbearing witness to
seek conversions, the Bible calls it "zeal without knowledge".
I understand that it is the purpose of KEY '73 to call all
men to Christ without'singling out any specific religious or
ethnic group.



Thirdly, along with most evangelical Christians, I
believe God has always had a special relationship with the
Jewish people, as St. Paul suggests in the Book of Romans.
In light of that I have never felt called to direct my
evangelistic efforts to Jews or any other particular group.

Lastly, it would be my hope that KEY '73, and any
other spiritual outreach program, could initiate nation-wide
conversations, which would raise the spiritual level of our
people and promote mutual understanding.

-30-

Feb. 28/73: ' " R



March 1, 1973

Dr. Billy Graham
Montreat, North Carolina

Dear Billy:

Our Tuesday afternoon with you was a great moment in our lives,
and I just wanted you to know how grateful Gerald Strober and I
are for the privilege of our friendship with you.

1 came away from our conversation persuaded that you have the
capacity to make a historic contribution to the clarification
of relationships between Christians and Jews in our century.

‘1f the words which you shared with us about God's Covenant with
Israel and your attitude toward missions-to-the-Jews are made
public in an appropriate forum, I cam assure you from the per-
spective of twenty years in this field that your declarations
will literally help change the entire frame of reference within
which Jews and Christians relate to each other. Your word will
become a source of great healing and reconciliation that both our
people despprately need.

I have discussad with several of our leaders extending to you an
invitation to address one of our major national leadership con-
ventions and the response has been heartwarming and enthusiastic.
Very shortly I will send you, as you have suggested, several
proposed dates and sincerely hope that you will find it possible
to address our national leadership on one of those occasions.

- Enclosed please find a copy of the press release and our statement
which we plan to issue tomorrow morning. I cannot begin to find
words adequate to express my deep personal pleasure over the
several conversations we have had during these past few days. 1
hope that we will have the opportunity to continue to meet at your
convenience and to explore further how we can contribute to the
solidgfying friendship, mutual respect and understanding between
our two great historic faiths and peoples.



-2-

With much appreciation to both you and Ruth for your unfailing
courtesies and generous hoapttality, I am,

Cordially as ever,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
Interreligious Affairs

MHT:as
Encs.



"March 1, 1973

Mrs. Ruth
Montreat, North Carolina

Dear Ruth:

Both for Gerald Strober and myself I should like to tell you
how grateful we are for your warm and gracious hospitality.
It was one of the loeviiest lunacheons that we have been privi-
- leged to have had as long as we can remember.

Meeting you for the first time, I can now underatand all the
- better what a great source of spiritual strength you have been
to Billy in his God-given ministry.

You indicated some interest in my reference to the article
on "Jesus" by Prof. David Flusser that has recently been pub-
lished in the Encyclopedia Judaica in Jerusalem. I am happy
to enclose a copy. Also enclosed are several other essays
wvhich you may find of some &nterest.

I hope we have occasion to meet again in the near future and
would love to reciprocate your cordial hospitality. In the
meantime, my warmest personal good wishes and my prayers for
- God's bleasin.gs and continued care over you, Billy and your
lovely family.

Cordially,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaimn
National Director
Interreligious Affairs

MAT:a8
Encs.



March 1, 1973

Rev. T. W. Wilson
Box 877
Montreat, North Carolina

Dear T. W.:

In behalf of Gerald Strober and myself, I would like you
to know how very much we appreciated your thoughtfulness
and courtesies when we visited with Dr. Graham on Tuesday.
You have been unfailingly warm and receptive and we hope
that we will find adequate opportunity to reciprocate ‘your
ki.ndness.

Warmest personal good wishes, I am,

Faithfully,

Rabbi Marc Be Tanenbaum
National Director
Interreligious Affairs

'
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ATTENDEES+ eh
Press Conference - Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum - March 2, 1973 §q))
X

Barry Doyle, Christianity Today

Stave Flanders, WCBS Radio

Marc Howard, WPIX-TV Kews

Me. Kashy, Israeli Student Bulletin
Arthur Matthews, P. R. B11ly Graham
James R, McGraw, Christianigy add Crisis
Sam Norich, Jewish Student Press Service
Mr. Y. Rabi, JTR

William Reel, N. Y. Daily News

Garry Rosenblatt, Jewish Week

Raphael Rothstein, Ha'aretz add Jewish Chronicle
#i1l4am Toohey, iational Public Radio

Darrell Turner, Religious News Service



SOL A. DANN
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR

saF noomeomest= 5754 Bounty St., (714) 2871255
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92120 ’

March 3,1973

RE: REV. GRAHAH'S MISREPRESENTATIONS THAT
"THE HEBREWS USED CRUCIFIXION"

Rabbl Marc H. Tanenbaum,
Director of American Jewish Committee,
New York City.

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum.

The above matter should be of particular interest to you, not only because
- of your own eloquent writings on Key 73 and Christianity, but because of

your complaint that the "professionals" heading our Jewish Organizations
lack the courage and ability to put their "book-knowledge"” 1nto approp-
riate USE, when the occasion calla for action.

Altho Rabbil Herzberg of The american Jewish Congress and other Rabbis

have been reqfiested to pursue this, I feel thgy lack your unusual courage
and ability to DEMAND that Rev. Graham publish a correction of his previous
misrepresentations; wlith the same prominence in all his syndicated col-
umns as his previous misrepresentations. (This is the rule under the law

of "libel & slander®)

It occurs to me that this matter presents an unusual opportunity for you
and your publication.

P.S. Should you desire to pursue this matter, you are free to do so
without mentioning my name. It would be much more effective if it
were done entirely on your own; as a matter that came to your attent-
ion by reading one of hls widespread syndicated columns.




Film Comes To Area Theaters

Cotis Gugons

2-2p-7¢

Billy Graham Mini-Crusades Start Wednesday

By BEN L. KAUFMAN
Enquirer Rerorter

Billy Graham crusades begin Ash
Wednesday or Thursday in movie
theaters in Campbell, Butler, Warren
and Hamilton Countles, meant to
glve local evangellsm an uncommon
boost.

The programs focus on a new
film from Graham's World Wide
Pictures, “Time To Run,” and end
with ealls to come forward after
each performance and commit or
recommit lives to Christ.

_ The evangelistic effort runs
Wednesday-March 5 and tickets at
the door cost $2.50 each, Any profit
goes back to the Graham organiza-
tion, which doesn't bother local
sponsors, spokesmen said,

,-“The Billy Graham Association
takes all the risks,” a Middietown
‘crusade organizer explained. “If they
\l':sve no erowds, they take the gamble,
ut if they make money off of it, well
and good.”

Local church members sell the
tickets, and they may buy some
advértising, but their Investment is

tiny compared to the theater rents’

and other costs Graham's group
assumes.

The Graham team provided

whole Billy Graham crusade organ-

ization into Riverfront Stadium.
Anderegg said his first cochair-

man, Francis L. Dale, then publisher

‘of The Enquirer and an active

!;

training manuals and its successful |

organization formula and pays the
bills., Participating congregations
volunteer the labor of love and share
the rewards according to their follow
up on persons who come forward to
. give thelr lives to Christ.
_-.-. Moreover, experience elsewhere
!’na shown there can be 2 lasting
‘frr jact from the work shared by
. bhiadreds of men and women across
| Fmnominational lines toward a com-
| .mon evangelical goal. : L
{  THAT IS the way R.A. Anderegg
sees it as the layman heading the
mini-crusade Iin Hamillton County
and Northern Kentucky. A United
Presbyterian, Anderegg Is known as
“Bud,” and as Hamilton county's
professional staff administrator.
Bringing in “Time to Run" is the
product of more than evangelistic
fervar, he said. It indlcates a shift
from Clncinnatl plans toe bring the

United Methodist, turned the
emphasis around after an encounter
with Graham at the White House.

However great & Graham crusade
might be, it would take years to come
to Cincinnati, and then, it would
only be meant to boost local evange-
1ism, Anderegg recalled Dale ar-
guing.

The breakfast group that met for
months and developed the applica-
tion to the Graham organization
agreed with Dale. It declded to seek
the smaller, film-oriented Graham
program, and some, Anderegg said,

not liking Graham’s style, refected

the idea.

“Time to Run” is about a modern, _

we, w n Prodigal Son
who runs away and finds his way back
through Christ, Anderegg sald.

In an office lent by a College Hill
congregation, “Time to Run" has set

up a continuing operation, with a
secretary and telephone listing
under the fllm name.

A Graham staffer has been
checking on local organization, and
Anderegg sald first reports indicate
early sales have filled some of the
theaters for many of the scheduled
performances.

Tension arose between sponsors
in Hamilton County and Northern
Kentucky and the Graham group,
Anderegg said. because the!Graham
staff did not get the theaters desired.

Three in the area were rented,
and a fourth has been added, he said,
to accomodate anticipated arowds.

‘TIME TO Run” is to bd a “tool”
for local evangelism, he added, ex-
plaining that the breakfast group
that started the whole thing Intends
to continue meeting at 7 pm. most
Tuesdays at Confordia Lutheran
Church, Clifton, to see where to go
next, G

One change: they intend to fast,
pray and talk, rather than plan over
food, Anderegg sald.

Theaters and performance tlmtq‘,
are listed [n local papers. i

When asked if “Time to Run”
would be like “Behold The Man,” an’
ecumenlcal and Interraclal religioun
drama in Riverfront Stadium a v

-ple years ago, Anderegg audiy

winced. That effort falled to draw, &,

-painful end to what some white |

clergy had promoted as & chance for |
the black clergy to lead for a change. |
Whites and blacks stayed away det- '
spite exhortations that “Beholdjthe

Man" with its bblack Jesus was § be

a symbol of what was good aboig the .
clty. .

Anderegg conceded that
partieipation in Billy Graham
programs, rallies and erusaffesis (
usually conspicuous by its algere, |
and the “Time to Run” group feris 1

no exception:

“We're basically white fol
H

“this is typical of Bllly G
Blacks have “very limited
tion” in the fllm and pro

not in leadership roles, he adde



o DAILY NEWS, SATURDAY, MARCH 8, 1973

Grahem Helled.ss Friepd of Jl@wg |

By WIL[.IAM REEL
A rabbi who has often eriticized the leaders of Key 73, the Christian evangelical
campaign, for refusal to forswear mass conversions of Jews, hailed yesterday a state-
ment issued Thursday by the Rev. Billy Gra ham opposing mmslonary efforts that single

The rabbi, Marc Tanenbaun, :
director of fnterrehgmnl affs.:rs
for the American Jewish Commit-
tee, praised Dr. Graham for say-
ing that “God has always had a
special relationship . with the
Jewish people.”
| Rabbi Tanenbaum added that

the Rev. Graham had moreover
upreasedtohmmarecentcon-
veration hiz belief that “God’s
convenant with the Jewish people
is forever.”

“Destined By God”

Caling Dr. Graham “one of the
great and good friends of Jews—
I believe he is distined by God to
play a crucial role in claryfying
the relationship . betwen Chris-
tians and Jews”—Rabbi Tanen-
" |baom said:

“The views of Dr. Graham as-
sume particular importamee in
light of the findings of our lat-
est American Jewish Committee
survey which documents that a
growing number of incidents are
taking place in public high

schiols and colleg-es as well as in
many communities in which Jew-
ish young people are being sub-
jected to psychological harass-
ment, intimidation and social
ostracism by fervid evangelists
and missions-to-the-Jews groups
who are using Key 73 as a sanc-
tion Ior their disruptive m.tl\rl-
ties.” ;

The aim of Key 73, which fea- |
tures TV specials, public prayer |
i meetings and a variety of evan-
gelical activities carried out by
some 200,000 participating econ-
gregations, is to “call the con-
: tinent to Christ” in 1973, Dr.
. Graham was one of the ongmal
; sponsors of the effort.

3




Penn Street,
Max Spiegelstein 618 E.
bhanonscience of Long %aach,ﬂbw York,11561- 3/4/73
;s Reader

i lusively
Some of the following beliefs that prove conc
that its souice,the New Testmment is the Greatest
Hoax ever foisted upon Humanity,Result has been making
minds of children,unbalanced,and men and women A-dolts,

jef that Paul heard and conversed with a voice,believed to be that of Jesus

where he sits on the right hand of the Majesty in Heaven,

lief that Pagl's two witnesses or companions did not hear the voice,neither

did they hear Paul's answer to the voice, (Acts 22:9),

.jef that a human being can be born,without father,without mother,but by the
Holy Ghost,who is void of body,sex organs,etc. (Hebrews 7:3,8:1,Colossians
3:1) and(lst Corinthians 12:3,Matthew 1:18),

Aef th%t the Trinity,where%g thg Holy Ghost an%’Jesushare one and the .
ame fersonyand that the 2R host fatheyre esus : 1% e
gon his own’Fathagf (Trinitg and Lst omfht ians if;?fnﬁ%%ﬁgﬁ f;fgf.

ief that Jesus was God,yet he cried, "My God,My God,why hast thou forsaken
me?" (Matthew 27:316) zﬂnrk 15:3h),

ief that Jesus asttended the "Last Passover Supper," although St. dohn the
infallible representative of God, reports that Jesus was taken down dead,
from the cross,becetise it was the Scriptural Law that before sundown ,
whereafter the Sabbath and the First Night of Passover began(It was a High
Day) meaning that Jesus could not attend the Passover Meal as he was
already dead and buried hours before the celebrations of the Sabbath and
the Passover Mezl began, ( Johm 19:1l;,31,36),

ijef that Transsubstantiation was initiated by Jdesus at the Feast of the
Lest Supper of the Passover Meal,cannot be true ga St, “ohn reports he
Jesus was cerucified,taken down from the ecross and buried hours before the
event of Transsubstantiation could be initiated, (John 1951l,31,36),

ief that Jesus was a real person,when Paul,the inventor of the name(lst
Thessalontans 1f1) and the founder of Christianity (lst Corinthians 3310)
confesses he never saw Jesus as he Paul was born out of due time(lst
Corinthians 1528) also he admits that he did not receive the Gospel from
man,but from Jesus in revelatian, This means he by-passed the Avostles of

esus Christ who could have given Paul the exact words and events we are

told they witnesseth,instead Paul went to theapipo-line he had with Jesus,
blllions of miles. away upizﬁd cohiyersed with Jesus,wherefrom he got his

c1n 1 3
Lg?aEﬁ&t Jégﬁ% ﬁ%gng %e%;hed man,for he taught the elders and the multitude
yet he is believed by the New Testoment writers to be illiterate,for they
report Jesus did not write,or read from any book,neither did he leave even
one letter written of the alphabet, lthough reading and writing of the = -
time was as common as eating.,
.ef that it wns possible to feed 5000 Men not counting the women and the
children,with five loaves of bread and two small fish, When they were all
fed,the discinles vpicked up the left overs and filled up twelve baskets
full of the pieces of bread, (Matthew 1l 215 to 21),
ef that Pontius Pilate wns a murderer,Jdudas Iscariot a Traitoryand the
Jews killers of a Godywhen all over the New Testoment,the writers report
Yesus was to be killed,in order to save the World from Sin,and the
Scrdptures to be fulfilled, Also Catholic Bible History, Page 196,
SQingn‘6k. Paragraph 3,approved by the Infallible Popes,states therein
that "The. Jewish Paschal Lamb was a figure of Jesus Christ,that true
Paschal Lamb for this reason Christ was by his own will obut to death on

the cross on the same day at the very h -
EEEEEET_EImb i Offeredyin o Temgga.ﬁur that year by year the Jewish

oy oyl




Preﬁdent of : Max Spviegelstein 618 E, Penn J&,_
American Jewish Committee Long Beach,New York,11561-3/4/73 .
165 E, 56th Street '

New York,New York 10022

Dear fead of AJC:
The continuation of Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum to lull the Hewish People

" by his superficial statements,the latest being,"Graham heiled as Friend of
the Jews", Deily News,Page 11, 3/3/73.

An evangelist such as the type of Graham could never change his
goal,which is to have all peoole follow and take on Jesus Christ,

Rabbi ‘annenbaun although a Rabbi,I must put into the same category
with all “abbis is that they believe such a person as Jesus Christ once
existed,this is worse that the Christian Clerics believe that Jesus existed,
for the Christian Clerics have a base of Rabbis to work from,

; (4] :

Here is the crux of all the nrblems of the Jews and also their fellow
beings others of non-Jdewish belief I~

Ihe answer is to awake the “abbis to what is right and wvhat wrong.

I have enclosed a copy of Christian Beliefs that to an impartial
intelligent person would prove conclusively that Jesus Ehrist was a Myth,who
thereby could not have lived. .

¢

I must)the importence of)"whpher Jesus lived or not' must be

rq@!ﬂ!ﬁ studied for here is I repeat %he cause of gll the World's Ills,

1973 years is enough time to give
for unnecessary suffering
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WINS 2ELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THAE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

-"BILLY GRAHAM AND JUDAISM"

- "I believe God has always had a special relationship with the
Jewish pebplé;..ln my evangelistic efforts, I have never felt called
to single'out the Jews as Jews...Just as Judaism frowns on proselytizing
that is coercive, or that seeks to commit men against their will,
so do.I." |

Those words were written and issued tc the press last Fri&ay
- morning by Dr. Billy Graham} When you consider the fact that Dr.
Graham is the leading evangelist in the natioh, andlpfobably-in.the
world today, they assume unprecedented importance. Dr. Graham ré-
turée& last week from a trip throughout sections of the United States
and became concerhed about reports over growing acts of péychological
harrassment;.deception, and intimidation carried out by fervid young
evangelists against Jewish YDung people on public high school and
college campuses. In additién, thefe were episodes of disrupfion
of Jeﬁish religious services by Camgpus Cru;ade for Christ types, as
.1s the recent case-of'Portlahd, Oregoh and Dr. Graham beéame troukled
about the éeﬁeriorating effect éf such incidents on dhristian—Jewish

‘relations.

* Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is the National Interreligious Affairs Director
of the American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary
over WINS-Westinghouse Broadcasting System.




o Dim
At the rsquest of Dr. Graham, I visited with him last Tuesday

at his lovely mountain-top home in Montreat, North Carolina, and we

spent three hours together reviewing virtually every aspect of re-

{.laticnships between Christians and Jews here and abroad. Finally,

Dr. Graham decided on his initiative to issue his statement clarifying

for the first time publicly his opposition to proselytizing the Jewish

community, his commitment to American pluralism in which all religious

and racial groups are full partners, and his conviction that Judaism,

as he told me, posesses a covenant from God which is '"eternal, forever,"

and not subject to abrogation. 'Dr. Graham has taken firm positions

~in the past condemning anti-Semitism; he has been a strong supporter

of Israel on the basis of deep Biblical conviction; and he has been

exliemely helpful te the cause of Soviet Jews. Based on his most

. recent statement on the permanent value of Judaism, and other positive

convictions that he shafed with me during our meeting in Montreat,
I am persuaded that Dr. Graham is destined to -make-a fundamental

and lasting contribution to the improvement of Jewish-=Christian

“understanding that may well become a historic turning point in

relations between evangelical Christians and Jews.

73-700-20A
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MEMO
A
from ABraHAM J. BAYER
N ' March 7, 1973

P e
= :
Dear Jim:

This may be a serious item, despite its

source,

National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council
55 West 42nd Street New York, N.Y. 10036
Telephone: LOngacre 4-3450



SOL A. DANN
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR

5846 ELDERGARDENS ST.
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92120

Feb. 1l0th, 1973

(714) 287-1255

"CRUCIFICTION CONSIDERED DISGRACEFUL"
Billy Graham column in to-day's S.D. Unio:

RE:

"* Reverend Billy Graham,
Minneapolis, Minn. 55433

:In tﬁ-day's S.D. Union you were sted "Why the ROMANS employed crucifiction"?

‘Your published answer was:

"Crucifiction was RARELY used by the HEBREWS""Z;M
(emphasis added) - T

| 11 history, did the
understanding that NEVER, at any time in a
éZbizwgyever employ crucifiction. Therefore, please give me the source of
your information. S

the question asked only why the ROMANS employed crucifiction,
even refer to the HEBREWS?_

Also, since
" why did you

that carry
isquoted, will you please inform all the editors
go %ROMPTiI take all appropriate steps to publish a correction?

~If you were
your column

I énxiously awalt your valued reply.

Sincer

cc Mr. Dore Schary _
Chairman of B'nal Brith
Anti Defamation League,
315 Lexington Ave.,
N.Y. N.Y. 10016

BILLY GRAHAM

Cismapyt .

AU - T '

a PO L = [-P.
Saturday, February 10, 1973

i * THE SAN DIEGO UNION " a'.n‘,
A

his reign, owing, no'dount, to;
his: great reverencé for the
€ross. 1

to See? Surely; a much more
humane form of capital pun-’

.~ Crucifixion ~ghme mst bave beer’.

- Considered
- Disgraceful

SO S e

Q. Would you tell me why,
the Romang employed Cruci=:
fixion as a -form_ of capital,
punishment? Who could con-;
ceive of such cruel treatment,
as nailing human beings to a. -
pole with a cross arm, set up’
In a conspicuous place far all,

. ~was used by the

-A. Crucifixion was ia;e!F'
used by the Hebrews, but it
arthagi--
nians, the Egyptians, the Per-
sians, the Assyrians and from .
earliest times by the Greeks.:
&nd the Romans. Pt et

After the conquest of Tyre, :
Alexander the Great ordered
2,000 Tyrians to be crucifled
for their resistance to his in-
vasion of their territorfes,
Crucifixion, however, was. -
abolished by Constantine, .
probably toward the end ol |

for the slaughter of slaves or
malefactors of the worst

It was used by the Romans '

kind. Roman citizens, how-
ever, ‘were exempt from

death by crucifixion — even
their worst criminals.

Among the Jews, as well as -
the Romans, crucifixion was
considered the most shame-
ful, disgraceful kind of death.

It seems then a great para- .
dox, that crucifixion was em- -

ployed in the case of Christ,
who was of all men the purest, :
and freest from guilt, Paul

wrofe in Galations 3, “‘Any-
one who is hanged on a ftree
is cursed,” but thank God he
also’ wrote, “Christ brought
us“out from under doom by
taking the curse for our
wrongdoing upon Himself.
That's_the marvel and the

moiracle of the Gg?el, ‘

|
l
t
|




SOL A. DANN

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR

3 ‘ 5046 SLOEAGARDENSE. 6T i ;
A L5l B ——— 2?’?511- Bounty St (714) 287-1255
Tt b oorenei 3 i e -
s d i e S
e .- _BE_ REV. GRAHAM'S MISREPRESENTATIONS THAT
& THE _EEBREWS USED CRUCIFIXION
Mr. Isalah M, Minkoff,, Waa - a7

Executive Vice Chalrman,

National Community Relations Advisory Board,
55 West 42nd,

N.Y. N.Y.

Dear Mr. Minkoff,
Because of your expertise in handling such matters as the above, the

enclosed is submitted to you for your consideration and pursuit.
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820 Caltex House, Sydnay, Australis

414 Groham Avenus, Winnipey, Canada

27 Camden Road, Londom, N.W. 1, England
108 Avenus des Champo-Elysces, Paris, Franes

:;i'-'. o - P.O. Box 870, Auckland, New Zealand
=~ B-ﬁu‘]cm EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION Fisp oot i

Box 937, Montreat, North Carolina 28757
Q,/g_ l / 7.3

February 14, 1973

C
Mr. Sol A. Dann - . f%i
Attorney and Counsellor
5846 Eldergardens Street -
“San Diego, California 92120

Dear Mr. Dann:

Thank you for your letter of February 10th with the
comments regarding a recent ''My Answer" column

In Mr. Graham's absence, he S asked me to respond
on his behalf.

Apparently, the particular column you refer to was
under date of February 10 and related to the subject
of "Crucifixion". Specifically, you were taking
exception to the statement that crucifixion was
"rarely used amongthe Hebrews', maintaining that it

~was never employed at all.

. The sources for this statement in the column were
several, but included the follow1ng
' a) Cruc1f1x10n ..... . ve...waS an important
method of captial punishment particularly .
among the Persians, Seleucids, Jews,
Carthaginians and Romans (Up to Constantine I
who abolished 1t )" :

--Britannica Encyclopedia
Page 825, Vol. 6

b) "Crucifixion was familiar tothe Greeks,
Romans, Egyptians, Persians and Babylonians...
The Jews received this form of punishment
from the Syrians and the Romans.

== International Standard Bible
Encycloped1a Vol. II, P 76l

.. Read DECISION magazine each month . . . _ . . o ) Lwlen to “The Hour of Decision” each Sunday on Rad:o




Mr. Sol A. Dann = February 14, 1973

I know Mr. Graham appreciates your interest in
accuracy, and you can be assured that he wants these
answers ' to be correct in every way When you're
dealing in spiritual matters, there's just no room

for error.

We're glad that you're a reader of the "My Answer"
column, and please feel free at any t1me to correspond
with us.

Sincerely

ﬁé:er A. Featherstone
Executive Assistant

RAF:LL
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SOL A. DANN

ATTORANEY AND COUNSELLOR

smeeoememmernsw. 57 54 Bounty St.,
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92120

Feb. 22,1973 :

(714) 287-1255

Reverend Billy Graham,

Box 937
Montreat, N.C. 28757

Dear Reverend Grahamn,

‘Receipt is acknowledged of the letter of your Executive Director dated Feb,

14th in your behalf, and appreciate his invitation "to feel free to corres-
pond...". However I believe this matter deserves the same attention by you

. personally, as your syndicated column..

Since Mr. Featherstone assured me ‘of "your interest in accuracy...(assuring
me that you) want your answers to be CORRECT IN EVERY WAY", (emphasis added);
permit me to call the following to your personal attention.

In my letter to you of Feb. 10th, I took exception to two statements; neither
of which are correctly and appropriatﬂy answered by Mr. Featherstone. ,

1) "Since the question only asked why the ROMANS'employed crucifiction,
i why did you even refer to the "HEBREWS"?
There 1s no answer to this question in Mr. Featherstone's letter.

'2) In your answer you said "Crucifictlon was rarely USED by the Hebrews..."
Mr. Featherstone (inadvertently) changed the word "by" to "among“ in quoting
my letter, thereby changing the entire question.

I heard you many times condemn the many crimes"among"us; the rapes, murders,
bigotry and racial prejudices. But that didn't mean that you or I were guil-
ty, Dbecause these crimes were "USED BY" others; or because these crimes
were "FAMILIAR" to you. You couldh't preach so eloquently about them, unless
you were "FAMILIAR ' with these crimes.

The nternatlonal Standard Bible Encyclopedia does't say the"JEWS" used this
.form of punishment, ON THE CONTRARY, it says the "Jews received (were the

victims of) this form of punishment. (Parenthesis added)
victims

It 13 unnecessary to belgbor these;points to a scholar like yourself, but
having such a high regard for your desire to be fair and just, I do submit
that since your syndicated column .is published throughout America and read
by millions, the erroneous statements concerning the Hebrews in your column
~of Feb. 10th should be appropriately corrected.

Incidentally I discovered several years ago that the "BRITANNICA ENCYCLOPEDIA
does.not always speak the gospel-truth. They withdrew several "research

' pamphlets" distributed to purchasers of their sets, after it was pointed out
to them they were quoting from anti-Israel and anti-Semitic sources. But even
the quotation from Britannica doen't say that "Crucifiction was used BY the
JewsS..."3; nor do any of those mentioned in their bibliography. Incidentally,
- are you familiar with "“JESUS & ISRAEL" by Isaacs or"THE TRIAL OF JESUS“ by

- Justice Cohen? : )
I again await your personal reply,

. e ' Respectf
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SOL A. DANN
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR

sos6-eLocramaoens-ov. 5754 ‘Bounty St.

{714) 287-1255
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92120

Feb. 23,1973

RE: ERRONEOUS QUOTATION =KOM "INTEBNATIONAI
STANDARD BIBLE ENCYCLOPEDIA"

Reverend Billy Graham,

' Box 937

Montreat, N.C. 28757

" 'Dear Reverend Graham,

In my letter to you yesterday I neglected to also empha&ize that Mr. Featheor-
stone's quotation from The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia is
incorrect. The portion referring to the Jews was taken out of context, and
does not in any way support Mr. Featherstone's contentions.

Item 4 on page 761 which containé‘éarious items concerning "€rucifixion”

begins with a statement that "AS AN INSTRUMENT OF DEATH THE CROSS WAS DETEST-
ED BY THE JEWS". _

Then there is a discussion about 1ts "familiarity"among -the "Greeks, Romans,

.Egyptians, Persians and Baqlonians.“ This sentdnce ends with a period.

‘The next senténce is independent of the former and contradicts what Mr.

Featherstone included as part of the same thought; for it says as though
in distinction of what the Romans did TO THE JEWS, "THE JEWS RECEIVED this
form of punishment from the Romans and Syrians."

_Merély because Hegroes were "familiar"with lynching did not make them "users"
. .Britannica's use of the word "among", doesN¥t necessarily mean "BY".

I think you will agree that there 1s a vast difference vetween Mr. Feather—'.
stone's contentions and alleged guotations in his letter dated Feb. l4th
and the complete statements in THE INTERNATIONAL STANDARD BIBLE ENCYCLOPEDIA.

Your correction of your former answer could result in correcting horrendous

false impressions that have existed for over 1900 years...that has lead to
the murder and persecution of millions of Jews; to which I don't think for

a moment you want your "answer" -‘in your column of Feb. 10th to add to.

As you have preached, "correction of a mistake pr nts great opportunities"”.

PS8 I would appreciate your usihg AIR-MAIL in responding, as regﬁlar mail

from the East to the West coast often takes a week for delivery.

=
£
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7061

THE INTERNATIONAL STANDARD BIBLE ENCYCLOIPAEDIA

Criticiam
Cross

Gr language, make use of these two words. No
word in human langunge has become more univer-
anlly known fhan this word, and that beeanse all of
the history of the world sinee the death of Christ
has been measured by the distance which separates
events from it.  The syvmbol and principal content
of the Christian religion and of Christian civiliza-
tion i3 found in this one word,

The cross occurs in at least four different forms:
(1) the form usunlly seen in pictures, the eruc

tmmissa, in which the upright beam
1. Forms of projected above the shorter crosspiece;
the Cross  this is most likely the type of cross

on whirh the Saviour dicd, as may
inferred from the inseription which was nailed above
Hia head; (2) the crux commissa, or 8t. Anthony's
cross, which has the shape of the letter T; (3) the
(ir cross of later date, in which the picces are equally
long; (1) the erux decussata, or St. Andrew’s croas,
which has the shape of the letter X.

“The early chureh  historinneg Socratea (1,17),
Sozomen (2,1), Ruiinus (1,7) and Theodoret (1,18)
all nake mention of this tradition. The
most significant thing is that Kuscbius
(Vie. Const., 111.26-28), who carries
more weight than they all together,
wholly omits it.

According tair, Helena, the mother of Constantine
the Great, in 325 AD, when she was 79 years old,
discovered the true cross of Josus by an cxeavation
she caused to be made on the traditional spot of Ilis
gruve. With the cross of the Saviour were found
the two crosses of the malelactors who were cru-
cificd with Him, A miracle of healing, wrought by
touching the true cross, revealed its identity. When
found it was intuct, even the holy nails of the crueci-
fixion being discovered.  The main part of the cross
was deposited by Helenn in o church erccted over
the spot. Of the remainder, a portion was inserted
into the head of the statue of Constantine, and the
balanee was pliced in a new church, speeially erccted
for it at Rome and named after it Santa Croce. Small
fragments of the wood of the true cross were sold,
encrusted with gold and jewels, and since many
among the wealthy believers were desirous of pos-
scssing such priceless relies, the miracle of the
“multiplication of the cross’ was devised, so that
the relie suffered no diminution ‘ot quasi intacta
mancret” (Paulinus ep 11 ad Sev). ¥ragments of
the true cross are thus to be found in many Roman
Catholic churches of many countrics, all over
Christendom. It is said that the East celebrated
the staurosimos hémera (Crucifixion Day) on Scp-
tember 14, since the 4th cent., The cvidence for
this faet is late and untrustworthy. It is certain
that the West celebrated the Invention of the Cross,
on May 3, sinee the time of Gregory the Great in
the tith eent.  ‘The finding and publication of the
apoeryphal “Doctrina Addaei” Il!l!! made it evi-
dent that the entire legend of the discovery of the
crosx by Ielena is hut a version of the oltl‘,lﬂtlt‘ﬁﬁa
legend, which tells of an identieal discovery of the
cross, nder the very same eirenmstances, by the
wife of the emperor Clatdins, who el been con-
verted to Christianity by the preaching of Peter.

(1) FKrtra-sediptural —The sign of the cross was
well knowr in the symbolies of various ancient

nations. Among the Lgyptians it is
3. Symboli- said to have been the symbol of di-
cal Uses of vinity and cternal life, and to have
the Cross  heen found in the temple of Serapis.

It is known either in the form of the
Gr cross or in the form of the letter T. The
Spaniards found it to be well known, as a symbol,
by the Mexicans and Peruvians, perhaps signifying
the four clements, or the four scasons, or the four
points of the compnass.

2. Discov-
ery of the
True Cross

(2) Seriptural.—The suffering implied in crei-
fixion naturally mude the croxs a symbol of pain,
distress and burnden-benring,  Thus Jesus wsed it
Himsell (Mt 10 3%; 18 24). In Pnulinic lit, the
cross stnnds for the preaching of the doetrine of the
Atonement (1 Cor 1 18, Gal 6 14; DPhil 3 1x;
Col 1 20). It expresses the bond of unity between
the Jew and the Gentile (Isph 2 16), and between
the believer and Christ, and also symbolizes saneti-
fiention (Gal B 24). The crosy is the center and
cireumnferenee of the preaching of the apostles and
of the life of the NT church,

As an instrument of death the eross was defested

by the Jéws. ~Curscd 1s everyone that hangeth on

a tree” (Gal 3 13; eof Dt 21 24),
4. Cruci~- hence it became a stumbling-hlock 1o
fixion them, for how could one aceurwel of

God be their Mossiah? Nor was the
cross differently considered by the Romuns. "1t
the very name of the cross be far away not anly
from the bady of a Iloman citizen, but cven from
his thoughts, his eyces, his ears” (Cicero Pro féahi-
rio 5). ¢ carlicst mode of crucifixion secims to
have been by impalation, the transfixion of the hiody
lengthwise and crosswise by sharpened stukes, a
mode of death-punishment atill well known nmong
the Mongol race. The usual mode of erncifixion
was familinr to the Greeks, the Romans, the Fgyp-
tiang, Persians and Babylonians (Thue. 1, 110;
Herod. §ii.125, 159).  Alexander the Great exes
cuted two thousand Tyrian eaptives in this way,
after the fall of the citye The Jews reccjvedd this
form of punishment from the Syriany and Rowmang
(Ant, X1, v, 4; XX, vi, 2; 8J, 1,iv,6). The Rom
citizen wasexempt from this form of death, it being
considered the death of a slave (Cicero In Verrem 1,
5, 66; Quint. viii.4). The punishment was meted out
for euch crimes us treason, desertion in the face of the
cnemy, robbery, piracy, assassination, sedition, ete,
It continued in vogue in the Rom empire till the
day of Constantine, when it was abolished ns an
insult to Christianity. Among the Romans ernei-
fixion was preceded by scourging, undoubtedl 1
hasten impending death. The vietim then b
his own cross, or at least the upright beam, 10 1he
place of execution. This in itsell proves that the
structure was less ponderous than is commaonly
supposed. When he was tied to the cross nothing
further was done and he was left to dic from starva-
tion. If he was mailed to the cross, at least in
Judaea, a stupelying drink wayg given him to deaden
the ngony. -The number of nnils used seems to
have been indeterminate. A tablet, on which the
fect rested or on which the body was ]mrtly s1p-
l:ortcd. scems to have been o part of the eross to
eep the wounds from tearing through the frans-
fixedl members (Iren., Adv. hier., ii.42). The suifer-
ing of death by crucifinion was intense, esp. in hot
climates.  Bevere loeal inflmnmation, eoupled with
an insignifieant bleeding of the japged wonnds,
wodneed tranmatic fever, which wad negravated
1y the exposure to the heats of the sun, the steained
pesition of the body and insufferable thiest.  The
waottnds gwelled about the rongh nails and the torn
and keerated tendons and nerves eaused exerneint -
ing agony. The arteries of the head and stoneeh
were surcharged with blood and a terrifie thrabhine
headache ensued. The mind was confused wenl
filled with anxicty and dread forchoding, Tl
victim of ecrucifixion literally dird a thon aned
deaths. Tetanus not rarely supervened and the
rigors of the attending convulsions would tenr an
the wounds and add to the burden of pain, 1ill au
last the bodily forees were exhausted and the vietim
sank to unconscionaness and death. The snffer-
ings were 8o frightful that “even among the raping
pnssions of war pity wns sometimes excited™ (/1J,
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March 7, 1973

\Arald Strober

Burt Siegel

y

I am forwarding a clip regarding the upcoming 54&1 crusade inm
Atlanta. As you will remember, we discussed the possibility of
gsetting up a meeting between some of our leadership and the Graham
people while they are in town. Please let me know about putting this
in the works for Jume.

Regards

BS:jh
Enc.

ec: Will Katez
Mare Tanenbaum
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i3 O‘N .LHNE CRUSADE HERE

. By COLLEEN TEASLEY
Constiiution Rellrlon Editor

Here it is a full three andaha]f months
before Billy Graham brings his first Atlanta
crusade in 23 years to town, and already the
crusade machinery.is going full blast.

A 60-member executive board of local
business executives and ministers’ is mount-
ing a campaign to raise $442,000 to finance
- the crusade.

A $96,000 advertising ign is gear-
ing up to promote the crusade on,billboards,
television, radio and in newspapers;.

A crusade advance team has: rented a-
suite of offices at the First National Bank
building on Peachtree and hired: six secre-
taries to handle the stacks of pape rwork.

A call has gone out to churchss through-
out the state to recruit 7,500-8,000 volunteer

i

choir members; 1,500 nshersand as!ewof'

volunteer typists.
Two hundred clergy have formed a

ministers’ council to boost crusade participa-

tion among local congrégations, and a spe-
cial council of women is organizing 10,000
Billy Graham prayer groups.

There also are plans for Billy Graham
Christian life and witness classes to train

thousands of erusade counselors, Bible study

nurtire groups and schools ofevangellsm
a]ltiedintothe upcommgcmsade, June 18-

Approxlmate]y 364,000 people are ex-
pected to attend the crusade, which will be
held seven consecutive nights at the Atlanta
Stadium.

The Iast time the $5-year-old evangelist

raham Boosters Busy

he_lda crusade mAtlantawasmlﬂﬁOattbe
old Ponce de Leon ball park. He was in town
ﬁveweeksandpmchedtoswmpeople. .

‘Graham was not so famous then. He -
had been holding his crusades only three
years, and to many he was a religious side-
show instead of a legitimate evangelist. Old -
newspaper reports indicate that only two
Atlanta churches, the Baptist Tabernacle
and the Druid Hills Presbyterian, officially.
supported the crusade.

Grahamwasnotmsnd:demandin

those days, and it wasn't unusual for him to
spend up to six weeks preaching in one city.
Today, however, he is so booked up that he -
rarely spends more than 10 days in any one °
place, and last year alone he received 8,000

See GRAHAM, Page 14-A



- The remawmng $130,000 of
. the™ $4%2000 goal will come
« from offerings made at- the
, many- precrusade prayer :

meetings that will be held all

over the state and from dona- :
' tions made when they pass |
* the bucket each night at the |

stadium services, .
. A spokesman at Grabam's
Atlanta -office said the aver-
age crusade donation usually

.runs around $7, but Kattel

said he had heard some can

go as high as $10,000. The big-
_ gest single contribution made

so far to the Atlanta crusade
was $1,000, Kattel said.
... About $56,000 of the total
goal has been raised so far,
- according to Jones.
~ Local churches are very
- much involved in the crusade
effort. Back in November
~Graham wrote letters to
_ ministers at most churches in
; the area, asking for their coop-
+ eration with his crusade. To
' encourage congregations to
; attend as ‘a whole, he
* promised to provide special
. reserved sections for groups.
¢ During the crusade,
; Graham’s staff members will
" take the names and addresses
. of all the people who come
. forward to be saved and ac-
cept Christ for the first time,
The names are fed into a com-
puter and turned over to local
churches supporting the cru-
sade so they can follow up and
recruit new members for their
_churches. :

In effect, Graham is drum-
ming up membership for local-
churches. ““Yes, in layman's

' language, that’s~just what he
i is doing,” said Jones. “Dr.
! Graham is 2 church man. He
., believes in church member-
! ship and fellowship.” .
“  The Rev. J. A. Wilborn,
. Pastor of the Union Baptist
‘ Church on .- Hightower Road
~and vice chairman of the
Graham's * Atlanta crusade
- executive board, said blacks
don’t necessarily see Graham
as a preacher for white men
- only. oo s -
“I think blacks will accept
Graham,” said Wilborn.
‘“There is no reéal eriticism.
Some-think he should be
stronger at certain points, be-
cause hlack ministers are
Enm;e activist and even mili-

“A good many blacks think
Graham is a litfle too soft be-
causé he doesn’t hit current
issues very hard,” said Wil

. born. “If he were a little more |/

forward, he might have more
following among blacks, but in
a general sense, he will get

good support from blacks.”

. Ofificid’s here are not pre- '

dicting how much profit the |

Atlanta crusade "will make.
Audit figures from last July’s
crusade in Cleveland, Ohio,
where 372,440 peopte attended,
.showed a net profit of $44,000.

In all, local people raised

$550,000 to launch that cru-
sade.

In Birmingharn, Ala., last
- May Graham preached to
373,300 people, and out of the
-$283,239 raised, locally there
was a profit of $69,893. Profits
from both the Birmingham
and Cleveland crusades went
to the Billy Giaham Evange-
- listic Association in Minnesp-
olis, Minn., to help cover costs
for televising the crusades.

It costs Graham about $1

million to buy natiopal TV |.

time for.one of his crusades,
and most of the money to pay
for it comes from viewers, ac-

- cording ‘to & Graham staff
spokesman,

The Atlanta crusade execu-
tive comrnittee already has
voted to send any profits it

" makes back to Graham’s foun-
dation toward televising the
Atlanta crusade, which will be

© The Atlanta crusade will

, be: shown on TV probably
sometime at the end of the
summer, according to Jones.

. The network has not been

+ named, he said..

i “Everyone thinks we make

i a big'haul on these crusades,”

: said Jones, for 17 years an

; executive' with the Carnation

Co. before joining Graham’s .
~tecrusade staff. *‘But Mr.

: Graham doesn't make one
i dime for himself on the cru-

- sades. : -
. Richard Kattel, president of
-, the Citizens and Southern Na-
™ tional Bank, is crusade fi-

_ nance direcfor. It’s his job to

' raise the $442,000, and he said

he doesn’t have “a doubt in
« the world” the money will
Howin. -
S About 130,000 Georgia
“‘share partners” already are

“ot a Billy Graham mailing

. list, and Kattel has set a goal
_..of collecting at least $100,000
, from them. “‘Actually, I guess
- we'll.do better than that from
_-share partners, but we like to
- think
~Kattel. _ ¥

., Another $200,000 is expected
* to come from a low-key, word-

. of-mouth ecampaign among :
businesses, industries and |

" individuals, said Kattel. He
‘- has named six countywide

_teams to do the soliciting.

" Kattel said about $12,000
- will be raised from' “unantici-

: pated places,” and be calls

#his the “miscellaneous fund.” |

conservatively,” :said

i

 Crime reports from other
cities wiere Graham held re-
cent erusades, however, don’t
always reflect Cousins’ opti-
mism. Major crimes in Bir-
mingham rose steadily while
Graham was in town and for
at least six months following -
his crusade. In Charlotte,
N.C., where he preached last
April, crime rose while he
was in-town and also 'the fol-
lowing month. During his
Dallas crusade of 1971, crime
dropped the month he was in

. town, but went back up after

he lefli.
-One bright spot, however,

.came during tne Cleveland
: crusade when no crimes were

" reported at the stadium where

2

 Graham was preaching, al-

though the stadimm parking
lot is usually a hothed of mug-
gings, rapes.an;d murders..
“The security chief told me
there wasn’t even one tire
slashed or car: broken into

ing the crusade,” said
Jones. “I guess maybe people
thought God was watching
them.”

The Atlanta crusade is
going to cost a lot of money —
a, projected $442,000. This
covers all crusade expenses, -
such as renting the stadium
for $21,000 and the suite of of-
fices at the First National

- Bank, paying printing costs

for programs and fliers; hotel
and travel expenmses for
Graham and his persopal cru-
sade staff — which can ‘run

-from six to 16 people — pay-

ing for wffice equipment, the
salaries|of the six: secretaries,
a partion of the -salaries of
three top executives on
Graharn’s crusade . advdnce-
team and footing. the bill for

_$96,000 worth of advertising.

-The executive committee

- has hired the Atlanta account-

ing firm of Haskins and Sells
to audit the crusade at the end
of its run. This is standard

. practice for all Graham cru-
_ sades. . !

_~Griaham receives no direct
fee or payment from any of

- his crusades, but is paid an

apnual salary of $30,000, ac-
cording to a spokesman at,

-his " Atlanta team office.

‘Crusade profits go back to .

spend as they see fit. One:
raham staff member said-

ge local executive committee

4 p'Ecﬁh can range from “‘zero;
tr

several thouand dollars,”
kjut that a Graham crusade
lias never gone in the hole.’

invitations to béid ‘criisade
all over' the world. -

“Mr. Graham has enougl
invitations to keep hip
preaching for the next 20
years,”- said Bob Jones, as
sociate director of Graham':
Atlanta crusade. :

Most people don't know it
but Graham gives his cru
sades by invitation only, saic
Jones. He ‘does not arbitrarily
select cities where he thinks
he will draw the bigges
crowds. -

A concerted effort to bring
Graham to Atlanta officially
began in Febroary, 1971, witk
written invitations going ow
from the Christian Council ol
Metropolitan  Atlanta, the
Atlanta Chamber of Com
merce, Gov. Jimmy Carter
Atlanta Mayor Sam Massel
and numerous Atlanta busi
nessmen and ministers. ;

One Atlanta businessman
Tom Cousins, a persona
friend of Graham. for eigh
years, talked to Grahanm
several fimes about coming i
Atlanta: Cousins heads the
local executive board spear
heading the crusade.

The committee' is made uj
of 60 business executives,
church lay people and minis
ters representing all of Atlan-
ta’s Christian denominaitons.
' They are responsible for re
cruiting ushers and cholt
members, soliciting contribu:
tions, organizing prayel
groups, getting - programs
printed and promoting groug
participation among churches.
- are among approxi

mately 20,000 volunteers in the
Atlanta area who will be
working to put on the crusade.
- Cousins sees the Graham
_crusade as something Atlantz
needs very badly. “Atlanta,
. like other big cities; has lots
_of -problems,” said Cousins.
“tAtlanta -has some jadedness
. what with us being the vener-
- al disease capital of the U.S.,
-.our’ pornography, muggings,
. ‘murders and other crimes.

", “We could use an injectior

- of the Chrisitan ethic apd
spirit in our lives,” he said.
" “Then maybe we wouldn't
liave so many problems.”

“1 don’t know whether yol
will be able to go back afte
the crusade and find tha
starting June 24 Atlanta”

erime dropped, but I woul
. not be st all surprised,” sal
* Cousins. “If all of Atlant
. “¢ould come out of the crusad
_ with’ more concern for thei
fellow man, we would se
some very dramatic result:
There isn’t any question in m
" mind that we'll be a betts
city for baving had it.” -



March 12, 1973

Miss Lucy Winchester
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Miss Winchester:

I had the privilege of visiting with Dr. Billy Graham on February 27
at his home in Montreat. He was kind enough to indicate to me that

he had discussed with you the possibility of my attending the dinner
in honor of Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir the following Thursday.

Dr. Graham informed me that, understandably, you were literally over-
whelmed with requests for invitations. While I had occasion to meet
with Mrs. Meir in this city, of course it would have been nice to
have been able to experience that impressive occasion., I simply did
want to let you know how much I appreciate your having given Dr.
Graham's request in my behalf thoughtful attention. He is a warm
personal friend and I did not want his typically gracious interest

in my behalf to go by unacknowledged.

I hope I have the privilege of meeting you in person sometime in the
near future. :

Sincerely,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director of
MHT :MSB - Interreligious Affairs

CC: Rev. Dr. Billy Graham
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March 14, 1973 4] ,7/73
B Re(,

Mr. Sol A. Dann
5754 Bounty St.
San Diego, California 92120

Dear Mr. Dann:

Both your letters of February 22 and 23 have
been received here in the Montreat office.

They are both addressed to Dr. Graham, however
since he is out of the country, it appears I
shall have to answer in his behalf, otherwise
a delay of many weeks will be involved.

I do commend you on your concern for accuracy
in every respect. I assure you that this is the
aim of Mr. Graham in all that he says or writes.

We shall be happy to take note of the suggestions
that you make, and we do appreciate your taking
the time to share these opinions with us. Thank

you again.
Sincerg ;
LIS
s S ) ' ,,,,,
Robe;} A. Featherston
Exeddtive Assistant
RAF:LL

Read DECISION magazine each month Listen to “The Hour of Decision” each Sunday on Radio



SOL A. DANN

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR

~6646 £r06RaaBENe 1= 5764 Bounty St., (714) 2871285
SAN DIEGO. CAUFORNIA 92120

March 17,1973

: - TO
RE: REV. GRAHAM'S FAILURE/ANSWER INTERROGATORIES
& CORRECT HIS STATEMENT THAT "THE HEBREWS
USED CRUCIFIXION °"RARELY'... & THAT WAS

UNRESPONSIVE & NOT INVOLVED IN THE QUESTION

Reverend Billy Graham,

Box 937
Montreat, N.C. 28757

Dear Reverend Graham,

Receipt is acknowledged of a letter from your office dated March 14th that
again assures and "reassures" me of your sSincerity and "aim for accuracy in
every respect”, which I did not question.

The questions addressed to you in my letters of Feb. 10th, 22nd and 23rd deal
with the above items that remain completely unanswered, which needs your
personal and appropriate response.

NEWSWEEK magazine of March 19tﬁ1%g%orted thelr recent interview with you in
North Carolina concerning your possible indirect involvement with"KEY 73" aims
and purposes. That article also says “you are giving a lot of thought to

what that speclial relationship between God and Israel might imply for evang-
elists who want to proselytise Jews..." That when you return from your own
current crusade in South Africa ...(you) plan to go before a Jewish audience
with a fuller statement on Judaism..."

I wish you God-speed in your journey to South Africa to spread the Gospel-
Truths; a better understanding and respect for the rights of all mankind;. that
may bring "peace and good-will to all”.

before leaving
It is regretted however that your very busy schedule/did not enable you to
reply to the questions in my letters to you of Feb. 10th etc, According to
Mr. Featherstone's letter of March l4th, your answer may be "delayed many
weeks..." (perhaps you can find time while in the wilds of Africa to reply)

Permit me to assure you that after waiting almost 2000 years for a correction
of the many false and misleading statements concerning °'The Crucifixion'; -

I will patiently await your return from South Africa, if that be necessary,
before you canIFersonally attend to the abore matter. (MISREPRESENTATIONS ABOQUY
"THE CRUCIFIXION " ARE NO LESS CRIMINAL THAN THE CRUCIFIXION ITSELF! )
Patiently awalting your personal, expertise, scholarly and most valued reply,
to my letters to you of Feb. 10th, 22nd and 23rd, I remain

Respectfo\‘?and sinc y
1. A. D:gi?, ij:

P.S. An extra copy of this letter is enc%psﬁﬁ#?::#;::;;;ding to you in
South Africa, by your office in North Carolina, it being so requested.
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Dear Sol

You'll receive extra copies 6f our
next issue with the expose of the Graham
role. I've writtent to Featherstone and
pergaps 1'11 get a reply from him.

Enclosed is the portion of Zeitlin's
letter which I'11 quote in tﬁis week's
article.

Be strong! Good wishes!

MICHIGAN'S OMLY ENGLISH-JEWISH NEWSPAPER
INCORPORATING THE DETROI! IEWISH CHRONICLE®
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'Dear Phlllp, ) |
L In %heISan Dlego Unlon of Saturday February 10, 1973, it was
; reported that the Lev;;;nd Billy Graham was asked, "Would you tell me
-ngy the Romgns employed crucifixion as a form of capital punishment?"
fﬁyé answer was given By‘higﬁﬁﬁiucifixion was rarely used by the Hebrewé."
__Thé word ®rare" has the codotation of'“uncommon" "occurlng far apart in
time", Thus the%%verend Bllly Graham stated that the Jews applied
.éfuCifLXIOH es & form of capltal punlshment from time to time, This
"”statement is both unvarranted and historically wrong. The Jews never
emfibjed crucifixioh as a fprm of'capitai punishment. Jewish lﬁw never
- permitted crucifixion, , | " _
- Josephus (é&jig. Xiii; 14;2 (350); Jewish War i, 4.6,(97) )
reiates that Alexander Jamnaeus crucified 800 of his Jewish énemies..
For his cruelty the Jews nlcknamed hlm-ﬁthrakldas“ ((i.e. thracldas)
 The thracians being known for thelr ferocious acts, -
To comprehend the cruelty of Alexander Jannaeus, a few words must
-be said about him, His father, John Hyrcanus, héteq hiﬁ froﬁ infancy,
and banished him to upper Galfigé%, which was‘inhabited by Hellenized
Syrtans, A deep seated 1nsecur1ty and bitterness born of humlllatlon
always seethed ;:;H§41m, In his youth he. obsé:érd the Helen1$2ed
Syrian way of life, Reaised in Helenistic enviornment, the 1deas and
ideals of Judﬁalsm were foreign to him, N
He was proclaimed king by Salome, the wldoé?/f his brother Klng
Aristobulus upon the death of her husband. The Jews reg-rded him

as a Helenistic ruler, who was a Judean only by birth,

Duzring—his<peign civil war

-
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HHis reign was marred by constant civil was between the Jews
and himself. Ile had an army of pagan mercinaries, Wars are always
accompanied by great cruelty. In civil wars the cruelties arc
even more extreme. Alexander Jannaeus, who by nature was full of
hatred, &=d4 the desire to revenge himself ﬁpon his enemies was intense.
.He is thé only one in the long Jewish history who eﬁployed
crucifixion upon his fellow Jews. |

The International Btandard Biblé Bncyclopedia , vol. ii, p. 76,

states "The Jews rec&;ved thls form of punlshment from the Syrians

and Romans (Ant, xii, ¥.4; &ewtshﬁﬂh xx, vi, 2; BJ, I, iv, 6), The
Ireference to the writings of Josephus are incorrect. In éﬁi{ xii, v,4
Josephus states that AJ:;'E"iJ EV crucified the Jews who disobeyed

his orderes and iEiKEXﬁEK circumcized their children. In XXy 71, 2
is stated that Quadratus the governor of Syr1§}Samar1tans and Jews
while in Egi I,iv,6 Josephus gives the account of Alexander

Jannaeus vho crucified his own fellow Jews, From the three

references to Josephus given in the International Standard Bible

Encyclopedia, the reader could infer that the Jews employed

crucifixion as ﬁpode of capital punishment. This is totally wrong.

I believe that the reverend Billy Graham owes it to the pubiic
to publish a retraction.

There are also some inaccuracies in the article ea "crucifixion"

which agpégns in the Encyclopedia Judagice ,
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"Pelix crucified not only zealois and rebels but also citizens suspected
of collaborating with them. (Wars, 2, 285%3)." The zealots as a g;oup
came into the historical arena long after the time of Felix in 66.
Josephus ﬁentioné for the first time zealots as a group in Wars II, xxii,1
(651). |

Again “Josephﬁs also reports crucifixions atlthe hands of the
Jewish King Alexander Yannai, added-that this act of cruelty was an

immitation of gentitle usage." There is no addition given by Josephus,



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
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date March 15, 19?3

to Area Directors and Executive Assistants (one to each; please

from Frances P. Rosenberg share)

subject Billy Graham and Judaism

Dr. Billy Graham, the noted evan%elist, has issued a public
statement on Key 73 in which he clarifies, for the first time
publicly, his opposition to proselytization of the Jewish
community as a group. Following a three-hour discussion with
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, AJC's National Interreligious Affairs
Director, in Montreat, North Carolina, Dr. Graham also stated

that he believes that God's covenant with the Jews is ''etermal,
forever."

We believe that Dr. Graham's statement should be publicized
as widely as possible. Accordingly, we are enclosing tapes of
a radio commentary by Rabbi Tanenbaum, for placement on as many
radio stations as possible in your area. The text of the commentary,
and a reprint from the March 19 issue of Newsweek Magazine are also

enclosed. The commentary may be aired as often as the station
manager is willing to do so.

1f ybu need any additional tapes, please let us know.

WNPUBAOWIDUE
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RELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

"BILLY GRAHAM AND JUDAISM"

"I believe God has always had a special relationship with the
Jewish people...In my evangelistic efforts, I have never felt called to
single out the Jews as Jews...Just as Judaism frowns on proselytizing
that is coercive, or that seeks to commit men against their will, so do
I'll

Those words were written and just issued to the press by Dr. Billy
Graham. When you consider the fact that Dr. Graham is the leading
evangelist in the nation, and probably in the world today, they assume
unprecedented importance. Dr. Graham returned recently from a trip
throughout sections of the United States and became concerned about re-
ports over growing acts of psychological harassment, deception, and in-
timidation carried out by fervid young evangelists against Jewish young
people on public high school and college campuses. In addition, there
were episodes of disruption of Jewish religious services by Campus
Crusade for Christ types, as in the recent case of Portland, Oregon, and
Dr. Graham became troubled about the deteriorating effect of such inci-
dents on Christian-Jewish relations.

At the request of Billy Graham, I visited with him recently at his
lovely mountain-top home in Montreat, North Carolina, and we spent three
hours together reviewing virtually every aspect of relationships between
Christians and Jews here and abroad. Finally, Dr. Graham decided on his
initiative to issue his statement clarifying for the first time publicly
his opposition to proselytizing the Jewish community, his commitment to
American pluralism in which all religious and racial groups are full
partners, and his conviction that Judaism, as he told me, possesses a
covenant from God which is "eternal, forever," and not subject to abroga-
tion. Dr. Graham makes a distinction between conversion and prosely-
tization which I find sensible. Conversion involves an act of private
conscience; proselytization calls for a concerted strategy to undermine
the religious commitments of another group. In an open democratic society
conversion is inevitable, and is a two-way traffic between Christians
who become Jews, and individual Jews who become Christians. But prosely-
tization against an entire group is absolutely off-limits and impermis-
sible, Billy Graham declares.

Dr. Graham has also taken firm positions in the past condemning anti-
Semitism; he has been a strong supporter of Israel on the basis of deep
Biblical conviction; and he has been extremely helpful to the cause of
Soviet Jews. Based on his most recent statement on the permanent value
of Judaism, and other positive convictions that he shared with me during
our meeting in Montreat, I am persuaded that Dr. Graham is destined to
make a fundamental and lasting contribution to the improvement of Jewish-
Christian understanding that may well become a historic turning point in
relations between evangelical Christians and Jews.

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is the National Interreligious Affairs Director of
the American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary.

73=-700-20
March 1873
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Jews and Jesus

Except for occasional differences over
Arab-Israeli tensions, relations between
many U.S. Christians and Jews have pro-
gressod over the last decade from a
somewhat wary fellowship 1o joint social
witness, scholarly colluboration and, in
somo cases, acknowledgement of mutual
dependente. Encouraged by declara-
tions from Vatican Council II and the
World Council of Churches, a number of
Christian scholars have even arrived at a
new “theology of Judaism” that places
Jews off limits to Christian proselytizers.
Their theory is that the promises made
by God to Israel in Biblical days consti-
titute an eternally valid covenant
that, for Jews, was not abrogated

the “second covenant” estab--
lished through Jesus Christ.

Evangelical Christians, however,
still insist that there is only one
way to reach God-a solid belief
in Jesus and his teachings. And
through “Key 73,” a massive, year-
long crusade to “call our continent
to Christ,” the evangelicals hope
to harness 100 million Christians
from 140 participating church or-
ganizations into a "troop-like move-
ment of messengers” for Jesus. Not
surprisingly, many Jowish leaders
regard Key 73 as a rctum to a
muscular Christianity that secks
to discredit their faith. “They're
saying we are rejected by éod
sand need salvation,” complains
Rabbi Norman Frimer of New
York. “I'm insulted by that kind of
presumption.”

Crusade: Although Key 73 is not
aimed only at Jews or any other
religious group, guidelines for
phasc three of the crusade, which
was launched on Ash Wednesday
last week, include special direc-
tions for “sharing Messiah” with po-
tential Jewish converls. Part of
phase three's strategy is a doorbell-ring-
ing campaign, developed by the Campus
Crusade for Christ, in which messengers
use the pretext of taking a religious sur-
vey to invite non-Christians to pray for
faith in Jesus. “We don’t interpret this
campaign as coercive, says evangelist
Bill Bright, director of Campus Crusade
and national chairman of Key 73's phase-
threc program. “If anybody loves the
Jew, it’s the true believer in Christ.”

In somewhat the same spirit, a signif-
icant number of Christians in Key 73
have issued statements assuring their
Jewish brothers that they will not be
proselytized. In a memorandum from the
U.S. Bishops' Ecumenical Committce,
Catholics in the 40 dioceses that are par-
ticipating in Key 73 have been told not
to look for converts within the Jewish
community. Similarly, nearly two dozen
local church councils and other Key 73
agencies have publicly assured Jews that

Newsweek, March 19,1973 o

they are not regarded as conversion fod-
der. Still, many Key 73 stalwarts resist
any hands-off policy toward Judaism;
they argue that to make any exceptions
in spreading Christ’s message is to under-
mine the universal validity of Christian-
ity. The Jewish question, ubserves Dr.
L':E:l Anderson, an aminble Southern

byterian who sits on the Key 73 exec-
utive committee, “touches a very sensi-
tive nerve among Christians. We're at
the point of a great theological debate
on the subject.”

In onc effort to win some kind of
peace with honor, a Jewish delegation
headed by Rabbi Mark Tanenbaum of
the American Jewish Commitiee recent-

Jews picketing Jews: Beware the evangelists

ly journeyed to the North Carolina home
of star evangelist Billy Graham. Follow-
ing their meeting, Graham issued a state-
ment declaring that “gimmicks, coercion
and intimidation” have no place in evan-

lism. “I believe,” he declared, “that
ad has always had a special relation-
ship with the Jewish people.”

Last week, Gram acknowledged
that he was “giving a lot of thought” to
what that special relationship between
Cod and Israel might imply for evange-
lists who want to proselytize Jews. When
he returns from his own current crusade
in South Africa, Graham told NEwsweek's
Kenneth L. Woodward, he plans to go
before a Jewish audience with a fuller
statement on Judaism. “The fact that in
God's providence 16 million Jews have
survived as Jews, despite scattering
throughout the world,” Graham allowed,
“is a very mysterious thing to me.”

Although Craham is not personally

involved in Key 73, any change in his
attitude toward converting Jews would
certainly affect morale within the cru-
sade. “Billy would never accept a two-
covenant theory,” insists the Rev. John
Streeter, a close friend of Graham and
the Baptist head of Key 73 operations in
the San Francisco area. “A Jew is just like
overyone else, If he does not arcept
Jesus as his savior, ho cannot bo rigit
with God."

That sort of stand helps explain why
several Jewish organizations are taking
E;ecautionary steps. Agencies serving

th Conservative and Reform Judaism
have mailed to Jewish families special
materials that are to be used to counter
claims by Christian crusaders. Mean-
while, secular Jewish defense agencies
are closely watching Key 73 for civil-
rights violations. In some instances,
zealous Christian evangelists have
gained platforms in colleges and
high schools, and some Jewish
students have complained of man-
datory assemblies at their schools,
that are aimed at countering sup-
posed political radicalism with
conservative Christianity.

Sky: “Everybody has the right
to proselytize,” says Reform Rabbi
Balfour Brickner, “but people also
have the right to resist.” Brickner
distrusts, as do many Jews, -the
evengelical spirit that they see in
Christianity just now. “This coming
together of rcligious and political
conservatism, cspecially this looking
to the sky for salvation,” he feels,
“is exactly the kind of environment
which led to the advent of Jesus
2,000 years ago.”

Indeed, the only kinds of Chris-
tianity that seem to appeal to
young Jews are those messianic
Jesus cults that offer ecstatic reli-
gious experiences and the promise
that Christ is in fact about to reap-
pear in the Second Coming. To adult
Jews, the most abhorrent of these
groups is “Jews for Jesus,” which
pickets outside of synagogues and
teaches converts that they can accept
Christ without giving up their Jewish-
ness. “We believe there are two ways
to become a Jew,” says 3l-year-old
Moishe Rosen, a spokesman. “You can put
yourself under the Mosaic covenant and
obey the laws, which most Jews don't. Or
you can let Jesus make you kosher.”

Billy Graham and Key 73 officials have
publicly lauded “Jews for Jesus.,” But
as Christian evangelists they have not
yet responded to the question put to.
them by the renowned Jewish scholar,
Abraham Joshua Heschel, who died two
days before Key 73 was inaugurated.
“Do Christians really believe,” Heschel
asked, “that it is God’s will that every
synagogue throughout the world be
closed?” The strain between tolerance
and evangelism has always been a prob-
lem in Christianity, and Key 73 has now
brought it back into prominence, along
with all its dangers and sensitivities.

59
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B]]]y‘ﬁrahm Against Coercion
In Wmnmg Jews To Christianity

,wmgm. March 16

verting Jews in the Interdenom-
inations! wlngeﬂlm campalgn
known és Key 73.

In a stateément last week, the
Rev. Dr. Grakam-sald, “Just ds
.Tu(hisal ‘frowns on proselytiz-
coercive, or that
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efforts, certainly not i historic
Biblical.

The Rev. Dr. Graham's state-
ment was welcomed by Rebbi|
Marc H. Tannenbaum as “a con-
structive contribution to inter-
religlous ynderstanding.”

There had been widespread
criticlsm, among Jewish lead
érs, including “Rabbi' Tannen
baum, of the Key neampalgn

Key T:i is a year nal:ion
wide effort involving

charches, religious: cle
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SPECIAL DELIVERY March 16, 1973

Br. Krister Stendahl
44 Francis Avenue
Cambridge, Mass. 02138

Dear Krister:

1 appreciated very much having the opportunity of our good talk
this morning.

Enclosed please find the several doéuments relating to my conversa-
tion with Billy Graham., Also enclosed are several other gtatements
which you may find of interest in relation to Key 73.

I hope you will share with Dr. Graham some of your basic writings
on a theclogy of Judaism. It could be extremely helpful to him
at this moment in his thinking about these matters.

If you come to some conclusions about the Ombudsman proposal,
please do let me know.

With warmest personal good wishes, I am

Cordially,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

National Director of
MHT :MSB Interreligious Affairs
Encls.




March 20, _1973

Ron Greene

Gerald Strober

As per our conversation,

I am writing this memorandum
instructing you to charge the
book The Traditional Prayer
Book by De Sola Pool which
was given to Dr. B. Graham,
to the IAD l1-4-1, |

Thank you for your help in
this endeavor.



March 22, 1973

Burt Siegel
Gerald Strober

Thanks for your memo of March 7th conceming the
Graham Crusade in Atlanta. I do intend to follow-up
on this and I will send you a carbon of the lettei

I shall be writing next week to one of the am
officials.

Warm regards.
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THE WHITE HOUSE N

WASHINGTON {

March 26, 1973

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum,

What a pleasure it was Zo receive your thoughtful
Letten! 1t was indeed most unfortunate that we could
not anrange forn you £o attend the dinner in honor of
Prime Minister Golda Mein. As T am sure you know,
the guest List had already been completed when Dn.
Graham fold us of yowr interest and there were no
Loast minute cancellations. Youwr warm words of thanks,
however, are very much apprecinted. '

1§ ae/uta.i_ﬂty Look forwand to meeting you.

With all best wishes,

Sincernely yours,

qg Dbl
ey Winchesten

Social Secretarny

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

The Amenican Jewish Commitiece
Institute of Human Relations
165 East 56 Sitneet

New Yonk, New York 10022



CONFIDENTIAL March 26, 1973

Mr. Melvyn H. Bloom
Director, Public Relations
United Jewish Appeal

1290 Avenue of Americas
New York, N. Y. 10019

Dear Mel:
Thank you for your letter of March 13th.

We have given substantial thought to the issue you raise regarding
Dr. Billy Graham, It is our considered judgment that it would be

" a mistake from the point of view of Israel's best interests to
involve him {n a UJA program. It would expose him instantly to
further attack and harassment from pro-Arab elements in the Prot-
estant community and conceivably could limit his influence in
Washington where it is really needed.

1f you want to talk about this further, I will be glad to discuss
this with you. '

Cordially,
MHT:MSB Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Dictated but not read National Director of

Interreligious Affairs
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Gratitude To_Billy Graham >
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Freedom of ihe Press W

All letters to the editor

Jewish Tost and Opinion, 611 North Park Ave., Indianapolis
Ind. 46204. The leiters should be typed and shoui:l be con-

. cise. Anonymous letters will not be printed No letters will
be returned. Short letters get preference.

should be addressed to The

Couri‘ .lew Uncle

" Editor, POST-and OPINION. g
- A Tecent news release from

the Jewish Telegraphic Agency
" _quoted Rabhj Mare H. Tanen.

-~ baum of the American Jewis

mmittee as lauding the Rev-

- - erend Billy Graham for his

. benevolent statement that “God
has a special relationship with
the Jewish people.” The
gratitude of this official remark

_ is based on the implication that
Key '73 will now. most likely
refrain somewhat from the ac-
_.tive attempts to convert Jews
" to Christianity..

" This attitude of grautude is
" "both paradaxical and perplexing
~ to me. At best Dr. Graham's
- statement on the Jewish
-relationship to God is murky
and -shrouded in a gray haze
of uncertain meaning. News-
" week Magazine’s issue of March
. 19 guoted a close ‘“‘under asso-
.. ciate” of Graham’s, Reverend
. John Streeter,. the Baptist head
of the San Francisco region of
. the Key *73 campaign, as saying
.; “Billy would never accept a two

"eovenant theory,.a Jew is just.

like everycne eise, if he does
-_not accept Jesus as the savior ..

‘he cannot be right with God.”
Bﬂly Graham has also been

e quoted on several occasions as -
.. praising with vigor and en-

thusiasm the Jews for Jesus

/- Hebrew Christian movement.

R Rabbi Tanenﬁamn’s attitude

. reflects. - most perfectly the
finest in the tradition of “‘court
Jew uncle Jakeism.” Gratitude

. to the Christian community for

not actively converting Jews

e

Jokeism

and infringing ‘on our own per— .

sonal dictates must be based
on and derived from a ghet-
toized inferiority complex. The
horrid fears with  which we
approach Key "73 is a develep- |
mental result of the madequacy |
of Jewish pride, vis-a-vis cog-
nitive learning, and posuwe
religious experiences. Rather !
than to examine ourselves from | i
within on a candid level to pre-
vent the onslaught of apostasy,
assimilation and cultural
deterioration, we have chosen
to go hat in hand to appeal !
for sympathy from the Christian
ministry. |

The great Jewish essaynst and
thinker, Achad Ha’am, was
right "when ke said  that
“learning is the .secret of
Jewish survival.”” The Christian |
attempt to evangelize and 2p-
peal to Jews is noi new. What
is novel is that within a f
prosperous society of libraries, |
synagogues, and .schools of
learning there exists so many |
Jews that are abysmally
ignorant and culturally
suspended -from theur God—vwen j
heritage. .-

Christian - evangﬂhsts hae}
Billy Graham, have "yet toj
answer the question put to them |
by the saintly Dr. A.J. Heschel, ;
who died two days before Key:
73 was. inaugurated: “Do]
Christians. really believe it is,
God's ‘will to have every:
synagogue throughout the world
closed?”

' RABBI C.J. TEICHMAN
Congregation Beth Israel |
Camden, N.J. -

i
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PRESS RELEASE BY DR, BILLY GCRAHAM

The reports about a growing misunderstanding in Christian-
Jewish relationships over Eey 73 have become &8 source of concern
to =e. In order to help ease some of these temsions, I want to
explain my own position. ¥While I have not been directly involved
in the developing orgenization of Rey 73, I have from the beginning
publicly supported its ceoncept. |

| First, as an gvangelist, I am interested in establishing con-

tact with all men concerning personal faith in Jesus Christ.
Implicit in any belief, is the right of shartng iz with others. The
message that God is love, prompts any recipient of that love to
declare it to others. | |

Secondly, just as Judaism frowns on proselytiziag that is co-
ercive, or that seeks to commit men 8gainst their will, so do I.
Gicmicks, coercion and intimidation have had no place in my evangelistic
efforts, certainly not 1n historic bl.bl:lc&l eévangelism. The American
genius {s that without deanying anyone an expression of their con-
victions, all are mevertheless partners im our society. The Gospel's
method is _paramlvu_ mlﬁtlon, not coerecion.

'mmmym@mmmwmﬂMsto seek con-
versions, the Bible calls it "zeal without knowledge.™ I understand
that it is the purpose of Rey 73 to call all men to Christ without




-2 -

singling out any specific religious or ethnic group.

Thirdly, along with most evangelical Christians, I believe God
has always had a special relationship with the Jewish people, as
St. Paul suggests in :he_nook of Romans. In light of that, I have
never felt called to direct my evangelistic efforgs to Jews or any
other partieular group.

| Lastly, ﬂ:l muld.be my hope that Key 73, and any other spiritual

outreach program could initiate nationwide conversation, which would
raise the spiritual level of our people and promote mutual undex-
stﬁding. :

Aseed 1973
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MONDAY, APRIL 2, 1973

Calls ﬁﬁa—f@f)ffhand, Hasty, Spontaneous'

BILLY GRAHAU MFLIFIES PRESS REPORTS
S STAND LVULVING RAPISTS

By Religious llews Service {4-2-73)

MONTREAT, N,.C, (RNS) -- Evangelist 7271: 3iaham has issued a statement
here '"to amplify some of the press ropcois"™ of his comment in South Africa
conecerning castration for convictcd waplists.

He described the statement as "an offhand, hasty, spontanccus remark
at a news conference' that he immediately regretted.

The evangelist added that he realized "it is not the responsibility of
a minister of the Gospel to go arcund setting penalties for crime,"

At the same time, he said, "It is intevesting that the thought of cas-
tration for some rcople stirs a far more violent reaction than the idea of
rape itself, Perhaps this is a part of our permissive society's sickness."

According to the Bible, Mr. Graham commented, God's justice "will be
administered with a severity that is greater than the mind of man to imagine
and this justice of Gcd Ii be administered also with & mercy that is beyond

the mind of man to imagine."

The evangclist pointed out that during his visit to South Africa, the
African press éonsidered his statements on race and the historic-integrated
audiences that attended his rallies as “the big story."

(Mr. Graham had been quoted by United Press International on larch 21
as having said, "I think there should be capital punishment for certain
crimes, I think that where capital punishment is administercd cqually to
white and black, it's been proved tc be a deterrent.” On rape, he was quoted
as having said, "I think when a pcrsen is found guilty of rape, he should be
castrated. That would stophim pretty quick." He did not reier to the
reported comment on the death penalty In his Montreat statement.)

When the report of Mr. Graham's statcment on the death pecnalty and cas-
tration was first publicized in the U.3., it drew criticism from some clergy,
including a group of black ministers £frcm the Twin Cities arca who threatened
to boycott Mr, Graham's July Twin Cities crusade unless he repudiated the
reported comments.

The 10 protesting Minnesota clergy described those remariis as "an under-
handed racist slap to black men cverywhere," and said they werc asking their
churches not to take part in the crusade unless the evangelist repudiated
the statements.

(more) PAGE -1-
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They issued their statement in bchalf of the Interdenominational Minis-
terial Alliancc and the Minnesota Statec Baptist Convention an affiliate of
the National Baptist Convention, Inc.

In Springfield, Mass., the Rev. Wilbur C. Ziegler, chairman of the Task
Force on Penal Reform of the Council of Churches of Creater Springfield,
called the reported Gyaham proposals "tragic™ and said he "was utterly
astonished to hear them foom a so-called man of God."

Full text of Hr. Graham's Montrecat statement, which was issued April 2,
follows:

"T would like to ar_*-fy some of the press reports of comments I made
recently in South Africa cecncerning the penalty for rape.

"First of all, it is of interest that the BAfrican press rcgarded the :
big storv of my visit to be in the rcalm of race relations. liy strong state-.
ments on race plus the large numbers attending the meetings and responding to
the Gospel werc front-page news. In fact, the crusades broke all attendance
records for any cvent south of the cquator in Africa. The meetings were
totally integrated. This in itself was played up as historic in the area.

"I realize it is not the respon51b1+1ty of a minister of the Gespel to go
around setting pcnalties for crim Ily comment on rape was an offhand,
hasty, spontancous recmark at a nows conference that I regrectted almost as
soon as I said it. I meant to come back to it before the confercence was over
and correct it but got sidetracked on other issuves. I unfortunately used a
word which, in our sex-oriented culture, was emotionally charged and did not
really clarify my true thoughts. It came ocut of a deep concern for the rapid
increase in thc number of rapes and as a result of its having been called to
my attention by a ncwsman concerning a 12-year-old girl who had been raped by
several men and who the doctors sald may be a psychological invalid for life,
I said at that press conference, 'hatever penalties society may impose for
crime against the percon, they should be administered fairly, objectively,
equally, and swiftly to all, without rcgard to race or wealth."

"It is interesting that the thought of castration for somc people stirs
a far more violent reaction than the idca of rape itself. Perhaps this is
a rart of our permissive society's sickness

"The Bible teaches that all men will one day appear before the Judgment
Throne of God wherc perfect justice, untainted by the sin and error of man,
will be meted cut by a just and merciful God. This justice of God will be
administered with a seveﬂlty that is greater than the mind of men to imagine
and this justice of God will be administered also with a mewcy that is beyond
the mind of man to imagine.

“U*t_ma*",, the answer to controlling crime ic not to mount a legal
offensive, bu%t to cffeet a change of heart, This is the miracle produced by
faith in Christ. Ily recent world trips only strangthen my conviction that our
nation's futurc is hinged irrevocadbly to a spiritual renewal."

0= PAGE -2-
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Dr. Billy Graham
Montreat, N. C. 28757

My dear Billy:

I was delighted to read in this morning's paper of your safe return
to this country following your visig in Sawth Africa. I met last
night with several United Nations officials who are in charge of the
UN African development program and you will be interested to know
that they were extremely pleased by the reports of your visit to
South Africa. In fact, Dr. Gilpin, who represente the UN in Zambia,
expressed the hope that you might find it possible to carry out
similar integrated missions in other parts of Africa where your
presence would be regarded as a very constructive contribution to
breaking down barriers between races and religions. I will tell
you more about this couversation when I have the pleasure of next
visiting with you.

I thought that you would be interested to know that your statement
regarding Key 73 and Jewish-Christian relations made a very strong
and positive impact on the Jewish community. Enclosed are some clip=-
pings from the English~Jewish press which gives you some indication
of the attention that it received. I'm sure that you know that it
also received considerable attention in Religious News Service,
Christianity Today, and other publications.

In keeping with our spirit of complete candor, I do need to tell you
that there has been some critical reaction in Jewish circles, which
felt that your statement fell short of clarifying your attitudes to-
wards Judaism and the Jewish people in a clear-cut way. I do hope
that we can pick up our conversation and ascertain whether you feel
ready to proceed with the further clarification on biblical and
theological grounds of the views that you expressed to me during our
last meeting.



Dr. Billy Graham April 3, 1973

If you are so inclined to move forward on this vital issue, as I
devoutly hope you are, I should like to speak to you about the
possibility of your addressing an appropriate and carefully
selected group of national Jewish leaders in a congenial setting
that would lead to a national improvement of understanding between
the Christian and Jewish communities.

I will be in New York City for the next two weeks and would look
forward to hearing from you at your early convenience.

With wamest personal good wishes and my best regards to Mrs.
Graham and your assocliates, I am

Cordially as ever,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

National Director of
MHT :MSB Interreligious Affairs
Encls.
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A Policy Like Thls"/

L
We have often had m:sgl\ungs and doub1 as ?o where

! evangelist Billy Graham was ‘‘coming from." Recently a’ '
[ group of prominent churchmen raised the quesfion with
Rev. Graham as to why he did not use his extraordinary -

relationship with President Nixon to influence the

President foward a more fair-minded apparoach to the

|

{

& problems of rninormes in this country. -
1 We wondered about the same fhing 1hemahd up ta

| this week we were still wondering about Billy Graham. -

; But Billy Graham now has erased all doubf as fo where
’: he s "comlng from."” & .

R it L B

Rev. Graham, from a plaﬂorm in Johanneshurg, '

South I}fru:a, no less, cailed for a revival of the death

| penalty for certain crimes and then frankly stated “’I
| think when a person is found guilty of rape, he should be

[ casirated. That would stop him pretty ql.m:k z

*We have no further comment except io point out that |

Billy Graliam has earned an international reputation

posmg as fhe servant of God and asking people to foﬂow

- him in the image of the Creator i
t Letit suﬁtce forusto simply raise this quesﬂon

Would God advocafte such a pohcy"

Perhaps . Billy Graharn _has found a_ney f}od —
MNews:

LA“‘W . .
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Biry GrRAHAM

Montreat, N.C. 28757
April 12, 1973

My dear Marc:

Thank you for your good letter of
April 3. I am delighted that my statement had
such a good reception in the Jewish community.
Naturally I expected there would be some neg-
ative reaction. I seriously doubt if a state-
ment could be devised that would please every-
one,

Unfortunately I am completely and
solidly committed till September 15 —- with more
crusades, speeches, etc. than I have ever had in
my entire ministry in so short a time. I hope
you will forgive me if I postpone any further
study on this matter until I have more time to
think and pray it through -- and consult people
in both the Jewish and Christian community.

¥With warmest appreciation and
admiration, I am

Cordially yours,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022
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Montreat, N.C. 28757
April 12, 1973

My dear Marc:

Thank you for your good letter of
April 3. I am delighted that my statement had
such a good reception in the Jewish community.
Naturally I expected there would be some neg-
ative reaction. I seriously doubt if a state-
ment could be devised that would please every-
one.

Unfortunately I am completely and
solidly committed till September 15 -- with more
crusades, speeches, etc. than I have ever had in
my entire ministry in so short a time. I hope
you will forgive me if I postpone any further
study on this matter until I have more time to
think and pray it through -- and consult people
in both the Jewish and Christian community.

With warmest appreciation and
admiration, I am ;

- Cordially yours,

-

-

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

American Jewish Committee

165 East 56th Street .
New York, New York 10022 .
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BILLY GRAHAM'S STATEMENT COULD EQUAL THAT OF VATICAN II: RABBI TANENBAUM

Editor, POST and OPINION:

It never ceases to amaze me,
even after my 20 years of
service in Jewish life, that
otherwise thoughtful people can
thoughtlessly work up a head
of steam on the basis of reading
of
quotations in the press. I am
afraid that Rabbi C.J. Teich-
man's letter (P-O, March 30)
on my reactions to Dr. Billy
Graham's statement on Key '73
is the latest illustration of that
hapiess tendency of ‘‘shooting
from the hip” which chardc-
terizes 80 much of the mode
of communicating in our society
today. That pattern leads.. un-
fortunately to needless distor-
tion of important issues and
inevitable confusion, aerimony,
and polarization — of which
both American and Jewish life
have more than enough. One
has a right to ' expect that
Jewish leaders especially
some of my colleagues in the
rabbinate — who should be
looked to. as moral exemplars
of responsible public behavior
would set higher standards for
serious communal discourse.

If Rabbi Teichman really
wanted to understand my views
on Billy Graham's declaration,
be had an ethical obligation to
communicate with me and ask
for the full text of
statement, which I would have
gladly shared with him, At the
request of Dr, Graham, I visited
him at his home in Montreat,
N.C., and spent three-and-a-half
bours discussing with him in
considerable depth and candor
a broad range of universal and
Jewish concerns — from ecivil
religion, racism, post-Vietnam
America, to the deicide charge
and anti-Semitism, Soviet Jew-
ry, Israel, and especially his
evolving positive appreciation of

my and behavior

Judaism as a living religion and
the creative vitality of the
Jewish people.

The several lines in the JTA
report and in Newsweek hardly
began to suggest the rich,
varied, and constructive content
of that important — and in
many ways, I believe, historic
— dialogue. Therefore, Rabbi
Teichman’s reaction may be
justified as a response to a
newspaper quotation, but that
has no meaningful relation to
what actually transpired in my
conversation with Dr. Graham.

Suffice it ‘to say for the
purposes of this letter, should
Dr. Graham continue to
elaborate his conviction that —
as he told me several times
that week in person and over
the telephone — on -the basis
of his developing Biblical and
theological studies that “God’s
Covenant with the Jewish
people is eternal, forever” and
not subject to recall or sub-
stitution by Christianity, then
his contribution to helping
millions of evangelical
Christians reconceptualize their
proselytizing attitudes toward
Jewry will be ‘as significant in
its own way as Vatican Council
I's declaration has been in
helping to improve the attitudes

of Catholics
toward Judaism and the Jews.
It was that incipient
development in Dr. Graham's
theology- that I welcomed and
sought to encourage through my
statement — which I read to
him and for which he expressed
appreciation to me. As for the
Rev. John Streeter’'s comment
about Dr. Graham, I would
suggest that we leave it to Dr.
Graham to speak his own mind
on the several ' “‘covenant”
theories. Dr. Graham is usually

not in the habit of letting other
people make up his mind for
him, especially on theological
questions.

Regarding the epithet ‘“‘court
Jew uncle Jakeism,”
together with my late teacher
and friend, the sainted Rabbi
Abraham Joshua Heschel, I
have become inured to such
mindless name-calling which
was hurled at both of us along
every step we took te help
assure the adoption of the best
possible declaration by Vatican
Council I on Jewish-Christian
relations. Some of the people
who relished, sadistically or

jealously, abusing us in ad-

personam terms during Vatican
Council II — while not lifting
a finger to advance Jewish
interests at that historic
assembly in ithe face of
horrendous oppogition from anti-
Semites, Arab politiclans, and
theological reacfionaries — are
among those today who are
trying to appropriate — or
expropriate — .the results of
that Council in terms of
significantly improved Catholic-
Jewish relalioqs (viz., the
Synagogue Council of America
and Rabbi Henry Siegman) as
if to give the impression that
they had something to do with
the realization of that landmark
achievement. .

I see the same pattern
emerging now in relation to
Billy Graham, the Evangelical
community, and Key '73,

Finally, it is time that Rabbi
Teichman and other “holier-
than-thou” Jewish pietists come
to terms with the fact that
concern with seeking to put an
end by Christians to the
proselytizing of Jews as a
community, and for
strengthening by Jews of in-

ternal Jewish spiritual life are

not mutually exclusive goals.”

The primary mandate of Jewish
communal bodies; such as the
American Jewish Committee, is
to ‘‘defend the religious and
civil rights” of the American
Jewish - Community. - Through
our intergroup and - in-
terreligious programs, I believe

we have done an exceedingly

effective job in carrying out
that mandate, including some
of the dramatic positive results
that we are achieving uniquely
in relation to the issues raised
by Key '73. .

The primary mandate of the
Jewish - religious agencies —
including the Synagogue Council
and its constituent rabbinic and
congregational bodies — is, or
ought to be jn a rational
community — to _advach the
cause of Jewish learning and
Jewish religious commitment,
especially on the part of our
young' people, many of whom
are literally craving for an
authentic ~ Jewish spirituality
and meaningful Jewish religious
experiences. Instead, we have
the bizarre spectacle of the
Synagogue Council and some of
its “nachshleper” consistently
bad-mouthing the Jewish
communal bodies ' for’
effective work In the areas they
were set up to do professionally
— intergroup and interreligious
relations — and at the same
time - convicting' them of
inadequacy for apparently not
doing the work. of 'educating
Jewish youth religiously for
which the religious agencies
have been established and for
which purposes they have been
raising hundreds of: thousands
of dollars. o

“A failing which is thine do
not attribute to others” is

r' doing

a Talmudic injunction which
some rabbls and synagogue
agencies might profit- by in
disciplining their heedless and
wasteful diversion of time,
attention, and money expended
in unwarranted attacks on the
constructive work and
achievements of Jewish com-
munal organizations. Were they
to concentrate that energy and
precious time on doing a more
effective job of renewing in-
ternal Jewish life instead of
carrying out primarily social
action programs that have con-
verted some of them into the
‘“supra-secular” agencles of
Jewish life, that are religious
in name and stationery symbols
only, we would not be wit-
nessing the loss of as many of
our young people as we have
to “Jews for Jesus,”. Campus
Crusade for Christ, Youmg Life,
ete. i

~ All that having been said, one
of the greatest needs In Jewish
life today is the articulation of
a vislon of Jewish statesman-
ship that will bring together all
constructive, creative forces in
the Jewish community
religious and communal — in a
best mmu;ﬂ g splﬂwr
: ences and itual
imagination that will enable us
to make a living connection
between the values and insights
g 'Judm at their best and
‘the pre human, spiritual
needs of our people today. A
respect for facts and the
abandonment of polemics by
Rabbi Teichman and others like
.him, are basic preconditions for -
lheal realizing of this vital Jewish
goal.

' - RABBI MH. TANENBAUM
National Director,
Interreligious Affairs of the
American Jewish Committee
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THE SEWISH PO3T AND OPINION -

Easy To Crificize,
Vulgarity Wrong

Editor, POST and OPINION:

In your issue of March 30,
you published a letter from
Rabbi C.J. Teichroan -which
criticized i -
baurn for having met with Billy
Graham, having expressed the
deep feelings of the Jewish
commumity with respect to Key
’73, and cormmmenting on the
favorable response he received.

Although Rabbi Tanenbaum:
needs no defense from me, I
think it is ironic that in the
same March 30 issue there is
an ariicle about Key “73 in
which it is pointed out that he
met with Baptist and Catholic
leaders and said “bluntly” to
them that “tactics employed in
the Key ’73 program were not
acceptable.” ‘This meeting is

also reported in the March 30
JTA Weekly News Digest.

It is so easy flo criticize,
particularly when one does not
know the facts but the vulgarity
expressed in the leter fo you
is inexcusable. .

RICHARD MAASS
270 Martine Avenue
White Plains, N.Y. 19602
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For, Billy Graham'Stance

Editor, PGST and OPINION:
1 am enclosing a copy of a
letter that I have written to
Rabbi Mare H. Taneubaum
congratulating him on his
magnificent work in getting our
National - in, ‘- The
Reverend Dr. Billy Gralam, to
admit that “God's Covenant
with the - Jewish people is
eternal.”
PHILIP P-BROWN

1600 Niagara St.
Deniver, Colo. 86220

Rzbbi Mare H. Tanenbaum
Director, Interreligious Affairs,
American Jewish Commitiee,
155 East 56th Sireet,

New York City, N.Y. 10022
Dear Rabbi Tanenbaurn:

" 1 wish to cengratulate you on

your agnificent work ~in
getting our National Chaplain,
The Reverend Dr. = Billy
Graham, to admit that “God’s
Covenant ‘with the Jewish
people is eternal, forever.”
However, 1 feel that until Dr.
Graham has, through his great
powers, brought to a halt the
pernicious prosetytizing of Jews
(particularly Jewish youth) by
the Key 73 people, the Jews
for Jesus, the Campus Crusade

’/agm_ Praised

1»'//
Friday, April 27, 1973

for Christ, Young Life, Beth Sar
Shalom, the American Board of
Missions f0 the Jews and ¢he
various other organizations
{rying to converi Jews to
Christianity, all Jews, both lay
and clerical, must .continve
their fight against the multitnde
of Christian missioraries to the
Jews.

“Fherefore, I have published
an article, in “ookiet form, at

my own expense, a copy of &

which I am taking the liberty
of sending you, -entiied
“Judaism and  Christianity:
Fundamental Differences (A

Response to Key 73).”

1 am trying to disseminate
that article, or at least fhe basic
ideas therein, in such a way
that it may have some effect
in counteracling the efforts of
the Christian 'missions and
missionaries to the Jews. In
that endeavor you cculd help
me by giving me the .nmames
and addresses of any persons
or organizations who you may
feel would be interested in the
subject. of my article and that

may be able to use all or part.
of it to some advantage in

behalf of the Jewish people and
Judaism. -
PHILIP P, BROWN
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- curbs, trade, and the peace of a troubled world. Many

" is meeting to discuss the pressing problems of the worl

- Billy Gralmm o 1

‘ World Brotherhood Splrlt
“Flows From Changed-_Heal

The whole world is watching Washington this
when the leaders of the two 1nost powerful nations in t
world meet to sign new agreements regarding mnucle

ple decry the importance of such a meeting, but I belie
talking is far better than fighting, and a kiss on the chee
which Brezhnev gave the President, is far better than
slap in the face—and the new Continental (car) Mr. Ni
gave the Secretary of the Soviet States is better th
sending them an intercontinental ballastic missile.

This weekin Atlanta the convention of Reformed J

too. Hundreds of them, representing a million people,
be talking about the moral crisis we are facing in Am
ca, and what they, the others can do about it. As Chri
tians, we welcome them. We are indebted to them fo1
many things, such as the Bible, with its rich spiritual
hlm:he:iufgs. its concept of individual freedom, and our Lo
ms

It is my hope that Mr. Brezhnev and the Soviet govem-
ment will continue to grant freedom of the Jewish people
to exit from the USSR to Israel, without the exorbitant exit

" tax. They should remember the fate of Pharoah, who tried

to restrict Moses and his people from exiting from Egypt.
It is costly for nations and individuals to try to thwart the'

" plan of God.

I trust that Mr. Nixon and Mr. Brezhnev will bear i m
mind that spirit of the world brotherhood flows from a
changed beart—and is spiritual, rather than pnhucal ana
material.

. 'This, - in essence, is what we: are saying every night i
the Atlanta Stadium this week. And when we cail men t
have an encounter with Jesus Christ, we are helping them
take the first step to making betler people, better homes a
better nation and 2 better worltl
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m The purposs of the mesting was twmo-fold, Firse, to
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orgenization in ths light of the fact that Gysham is curresntly
conducting a Crusade in the eity.
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BILLY GRAHAll AGINCY RcCEIVED
NO FUNDS FRQL-DUREBAN RALLY

By Religious Mews Service (4-9-73)

NEW YORI (RI{S) -- Evangelist Billy Graham will not receive any of the
money collected at a Durban, South Africa, rally at which he spoke, both the
evangelist and an organizer of thc rally said.

Their statements were made following nublished accounts that the mayor
of Durban, Ron U/illiams, had criticized !lr. Grakam and his evangelistic
organization for reportedly having given only a. portion of the offering of
that meeting to a rclief fund for the victims of a fire that ravaged an
Indian market the day before the rally.

The rally at which Mr. Graham spoke in Durban was an event of the 10-day
South African Congress on Mission and Evangelism, sponsored by the South
African Council of Churches and a group called Africa Enterprise. It was not
run as & Billy Graham rally.

On the morning of March 17, lir. Graham went with some Asian Christian
leaders to inspect the ruins of the fire. That same morning, the Congress on
Evangelism took an offering for the fire vietims and collected 500 Rand

(§715). e L o o =

At the afternoon rally the Rev. Norman Hudson, a Methodist clergyman
and the chairman of the rally's exccutive committee, announcecd that the
offering had been taken at the Congress that morning. He then asked the
peonlie at the rally to express their concern through prayer and in any other
way they saw fit,

Later during the rally Noel Flanigan, the rally's treasurer and finance
chairman, made an appeal for funds. According to a Graham spokesman in
Atlanta, Mr. Flanigan had "said nothing to suggest to anyone that the offering
would be used for relisf.™ The appeal that Mr. Flanigan had made, the
spokesman said, was for funds to pay the expenses of that rally.

When it was counted, the responsc to lr. Glanigan's appcal was found to
be 11,000 Rand ($15,730). Then, the Graham spokesman said, a reporter for
a Durban newspapcr went to the mayor Yand asked him what he thought about
it." According to the spokesman, the Iurban mayor reportedly got ''very
agitated and upset, and thought that morc of the offering should have gone
to Indian relicf.”

The spokesman also related that a 100 Rand ($143) contribution for the
relief fund had becen sent to the rally office, and it was then promptly sent
to the relief fund. "But the mayor somchow got the impression that (only)
this 100 Rand out cf some 11,000 Rand was to go to the Indian relief fund,"
the spokesman said.

(more) PAGE -25-
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No money from the rally proceeds was given to the Indian relief
fund, the Graham spokesman explained, "hecause this was never said to
be going to the fund.,"

Mr. Graham commented by telephone from his home in Montreat, N.C.,
that he had gone o South Africa as a "guest of the South African Council
of Churches and an organization called Africa Enterprise.”

He added: "I and my organization had nothing to do with the organizing
of the Concress or the finances. We received absolutely nothing. We paid
all our own expenses to South Africa, all our expenses while we were in
South Africa, and all our expenses back. (e did not receive one Rand
from anybody."

In Durban, Mr, Hudson issued a sta:cment that "the accounts of the
rally are not yet finalized and the amount of tne surplus, if any, is not
yet known." He explained that since the at-erdance (more than 4%£,000
persons) and the response to Mr. Graham's invitation to make a "cdecision
for Christ" were larger than anticipated, more follow-up macerials were
used than had Leen plarned. Thus, the expenses exceeded the budget.

"An audited financial statement will be published shortly," he said.

Mr. Hudson also said that "the appeal for funds made at the rally
was clearly stated to ba entirely for local rally expenditures," and that
"furnds received through the rally office and earmarked for the Congress
relief fund are being passed on to that fund."

0=

For Many, No Palm on Palm Sunday

PALM SCARCE, BISHOP AUTHORIZES
USE OF EVEFGREEN, WILLCW, LAUREL

By Religious llews Service (4-9-73)

WORCESTER, Mass. (RNS) -- Evergreen, willow or even mountain laurel
sprigs and branches may replace the traditional palm fronds normally
blessed and distributed to Roman Catholics of the Worcester diocese on
Palm Sunday.

Bishkop Bernard J. Flanagan, in a letter to pastors, said that because
of unusually cold weather conditions in Florida this year "palms will not
be available in adequate supply™ and he suggested substituting branches
indigenous to the Massachusetts locale.

He has authorized a substitution in the Holy Week order and is leaving
it to the pastors' "ingenuity to suggest alternatives to your people."”

The bishop also suggested that rather than supplying the branches
themselves, the pastors ask each parishioner to "bring in their own
evergreen, willow or branch of other trees, blessed according to the usual
rite."

-0-
PEGE -26-
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Brry GrAIAM

Montreat, N.C. 28757
July 3, 1973

Dear Jerry:

I was delighted to see you in Atlanta and appreciate
your letter of June 20.

I have read your analysis. I hope to personally see
the film and make my own evaluation, however I am
sure it will be parallel with yours,

At the first opportunity I will make as strong a

statement as possible. It seems from what you said
that it is not only anti-Semitic but anti-Black and
anti-Christian. I am amazed that such a film could
be made and distributed! .

With warmest Christian greetings I am,

Cordially yours




/ July 10, 1973
Dr. Billy Graham

Montreat, N. C. 28757
Dear Billy:

I hope this finds you and Ruth in very good health. I can't begin
to tell you how very impressed I have been by the reports of your
great impact both in Scuth Africa and in Korea. This is another
testimony of Cod's working through your presence in the world

that is enormously significant and inspiring.

Gerry Strober has told me of his good and constructive conversation
with you. 1 appreciate very much the spirit of your response to
the concerns that we have ralsed regarding Jesus Christ Superstar.
Somehow, someway the message must get through to Hollywood that
there must be an end to the abuse of the sancta of both Christian-
ity and Judaism. If it does nothing else, this debate over the
issues raised in Gerry's analysis will make it clear to Hollywood
officialdom that another way must be found to tell the story of
the Passéon of Jesus that does not blaspheme or violate the sensie-
bilities of committed believers. Certainly emything that you will
do to advance this coamon objective will be very much appreciated
by all of us.

In pursuvance of our last conversation at your home, I wonder whether
we might begin to think about setting aside some date in December
for the meeting of a select, top level, and representative group

of leaders frem all branches offffidaism to meet with you. You

will recall that you had expressed a desire for anm opportumity to
articulate your views about the relationship of Christianity to
Judaism, anti-Semitism, Israel, and related questions. Gerry and

I will be happy to cooperate in arranging for such a meeting that
will be completely acceptable to you both in terms of time, place
and participants.

In terms of my schedule, I am co-chairing a joint meeting with
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Vatican represeantatives in Belgium on December 3rd and then
| with the World Council of Churches im Geneva through the
rest of that week.

During the second week of January 1974 I will be taking peart
in a conference in Germany. Any time between December llth and
January 10th would be clear for my calendar. I assume that the
Christhas week would not be good for you. If meed be, we could
think of other dates, either in November or December.

Enowing how busy you are and what great demands are made on your
time, we would count entirely on your preferences for fixing the
date.

j As soon as we hear from you, we will proceed to begim thinking

} about the best possible list of participants and any other arrange-

! ments that you would like to help make your views known in the
most comstructive and effective way.

Hithmtpersmlgwdmhanﬁmhmmhnm.im

Cordially as ever,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanembaum
National Director of
MHT :MSB Interreligious Affairxs



Church React'on to Graham:

By DA % sshgomr

Atlanta churchmen re:act to
fe Billy Graham Crysade in
nixed . tones—ranging from
nqualified praise” and grati-
ude to criticism and outright
ostility.

Several Protestant minis-
ers contacted for opinions
iaturday who were critical of
he evangelist’s approach to
Shristianity asked to remain
wnidentified. According to one
f-them, ‘“the crusade has
reated an atmosphere which
nakes opposition to Billy
>raham look like an attack on
30d, America or mother.”

Those who praised Graham
ind histeam spoke of Te-
iewed vitality and faith in the
\tlanta area. Dr. William Self
¥ the Wieuca Road Baptist
“hurch called the crusade “a
chance to focus on primary
ipiritual values again instead
f some of the superficial sec-
mndary ones we are inclined to
see from day to day.”

Others welcomed the oppor-
unity to cooperate with other
ninisters in the week-long
revival. “Black and - white
Christians had a chance to

Jatltuig Ho

come together and lo m\ute
others to consider Christiani-
ty. It was a very positive pro-
gram,” said Dean David Col-
lins of the Episcopal Cathe-
dral of Saint Philip, who
represented Episcopalians on
the Crusade planning commii-
tee.

Graham's critics questioned
the value of mass evangelism
and the depth of Grahams
message.

The Rev. Frank M. Ross of
All Saints Church urged his
Episcopal congregation not to
attend the crusade in the
weekly church bulletin. “The
Christian relag:on is not a pop
experience. It is not an ex-
travaganza,” Ross said. “I
understand him (Graham) to
be a fine Christian man, albeit
simplistic and pietistic in his
understandings of the Chris-
tian in the world,” he added.

The Rev. Al Daly, youth
minister at the Lutheran
Church of the Redeemer, pre-
dicted that many of the thou-
sands who have made “deci-
sions” for Christ here will be
disillusioned after Graham's
departure. (The curusade

ends

Sunday.) “They’re on

?l‘llll‘y

such igh. but when they &
home and compare their loca
minister to Graham, they'rc
terribly let down,” he said.

Daly pomted to the Phila
delphia and New York cru
sades where he said man:
newly won Christiansd riftes
away from church within i
few months after regisetring
their ‘‘decisions for Christ.”

.A Methodist minister, wh
called Graham’s approac
“somewhat - manipulative,
accused the evangelist ¢
using “all sorts of technique
to get people to respond t
created emotions rather tha
out of their own free will.”

He also said that churcl
leaders, not major busines
leaders, should have spor
sored the crusade. “‘It's tellin
that the crusade came fror
the business community. Th
churches got on the bandwag
on, but they werent the dri
ing force, he said.

Another Protestant ministe
criticized Graham's theolog
because “it never results i

Turn to Page 14A, Column




urchmen React
To Town Crusade

* Continued from Page 1A

social action. It’s aimed at in-
tant personal conversion.”
r “Graham gives simplistic

answers for complex ques- -

tions that no one wants to
wrestle with,” he said.’
Several reform ra
among those meeting in Atlan-
ta this past week for the annu-

al convention of the Central

Conference of American Rab-
bis, also called the evange-
list's message limited and
simplistie.

‘“He combines ernohonal

fervor with a message that’s

essentially a cop-out,” said
Rabbi Balfour Brickner of
New York City.

Brickner also criticized
Graham’s failure to call for
social action. “It’s as impor-
fant to get people up and
‘working as it is to get them
down on the their knees,” he

Rabbl Jacob Weinstein of
San Francisco maintained
that salvation comes throngh
helping other people and one’s
country, and called evange-
lism a false idea of how to
better men’s lives and their
world.

The Rev. Walter G. Cook of

Rock Springs Presbyterian
Church, praised Graham's
work “insofar as he calls on
people to make a decision for
Christ,” but noted that the
message was incomplete in
“jts application of principles
to the whole range of life.”

Cook stressed that the funds
collected from crusade audi-
ences should be spent “in an
area of Atlanta for the cause
of social justice.” Such use of
the proceeds “would go a long
way toward creating goodwill
among a large body of Atlan-
tans.” Cook said that he had
encouraged his congregation
to attend the crusade.

The Rt. Rev. Msgr. Donald
iernan of St. Jude’'s Catholic
urch praised the crusade
ighly. ‘I think Graham’s
'wonderful and is doing a greal
job. He touches and aifecf:
the lives of a lot of people,”
he said.

The -Rev. Bennett Dudney
pastor of _the First Church o!
the Nazarene and a membe
of the crusade’s executive
committee, expressed grati
tude to Graham for “strength
emng our Christian feilow

shi

p Dr .Eugene Drinkard of St
James United Methodis
Church also praised the coop
eration of many local minis
ters in the crusade. He als
noted the “surprisingly grea
number of young people”” wh
had participated and calles
Graham's style “very attrac
tive—not in the nature. of |
circus or spectacular.”

Most ministers who mad
positive comments about th
crusade stressed the efficier

cy of the follow-up program
through which the crusade ol
fice refers ‘‘decision-makers
to local ministers.



Brory GrRaHAM

Montreat, N.C. 28757
July 27, 1973

Dear Marc:

Thank you for yours of July 10. I am sorry
for the delay in answering, but I have just
returned from the Minnesota Crusade.

Yes, Ruth and I are in excellent health,
though I am getting a bit on the weary side.

I thought Jerry Strober did an excellent job
in reviewing Jesus Christ Superstar. At an
appropriate time I want to make a contribution,
probably through my newspaper column, radio

or television. I have already mentioned it
twice in the Crusades.

Indeed I would like such a meeting as you
envision -- but I'm afraid that I will not
have any period for such a meeting until
early next year. :

I would appreciate your prayers as I go to
Jordan to dedicate a hospital -- and then
over to Israel. I have an appointment to
see the Prime Minister on August 13.

With warmest Christian greetings, I am

Cordially yogurs,

a”ﬂrﬁd

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

New York, N.Y. 10022
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DR, BELL:
LIFETTHES!

gious News Service (8-3-73)

MONTIRERT, N,C, (RNS) -- Evangelist Billy Grazham said here that Dr. L.
Nélson Bell, who died Aug. 2 at the age of 79, was "not only my failier-in-
law, he was my pastor.”

In his personal reminiscence of Dr. Bell, who died in his slecp hours
after acddressing a missions conference of the Presbvterian Church in the U,S.
(Southern), Mr., Graham deseribed him as "the most eonsistent Christian man
I have ever known."

Dr. Bell, the evangelist recalled, "was “he one that I went to for
counsel and advice on almost any major decisions I ever made. There flowed
in and out of his home political leaders, theolocians, churchmen and ordi-
nary people seeking his advice and counsel.™

Describing the former medical missionary as "one of the most sclfless men
I have ever known," Mr. Graham noted that "oven though he retired from medical
scrvice a number of vears ago he still was the 'doctor' to hundreds of people
in these mountains of western North Carolina."

Amcng Dr. Bell's contributions to the Billy Graham Evangelistic Associa-
tion, his scn-in-law pointed out, were the development of a strong bcard of
directors and the methods of church cooperation that are useC in the
crusaaes.

"He handled hundreds and- thousands_of letters dealing with spirdtual |
problems and all kinds of problems for me each year;" Mr.- Graham related.
"He could turn out an amazing amount cf work."” '

Touching on some of the major aspects of Dr. Bell's life, the cvangelist
commented, "He actually lived several lifetimes: one as a bascball player,
one as a surgecn, another as an editor, and another as a church leader.

He was moderator of his belowved denomination. He lived long enough to see his
son (the Rev., B, Clayton Bell) become the pastor of one of the largest
Presbyterian churches in America (Highland Park Presbyterian church in Dallas).

But more than that, Mr., Graham added, "to those of us who knew him best
he was a man who walked with God." ' '

The evangelist recalled that Dr. Bcll "had an amazing sense of humor.
He was always filled with little stories to make people laugh.™ In addition,
Mr. Graham said, he was "an excellent singer and pianist™ and "a clever
after-dinner speaker H

In recalling his father-in-law's popularity among young people, Mr. Gra-
ham noted, "Just last week the son of the pastor here at Montreat was asked
why he was with Dr. Bell so much. He said, 'Because I just love being
around him.'"

Three Southern Presbyterzan clergymen who were clcse friends of Dr. Bell
arc scheduled to take part in the memorial service at 3 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 5.
at Montreat's Anderson Auditorium.

They are the Rev. Henry B. Dendy, managing editor of the Presbyterian
Journal, which he and Dr. Bell helped to found in 19423 the Rev. C. Grier
Davis, recently retired president of the Mcuntain Retreat Lssociation (the
PCUS conference grounds, on which Dr. Bell 1lived) and of Montreat~Anderson
College; and the Rev, Calvin Thielman, pastor of Montreat Presbyterian church
which Dr. Bell attended.

-0- , PLGE -6-
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August 13, 1973
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Dr. Billy Graham
Montreat, North Carolina 28757

Dear Dr. Graham:

Thank you for your letter of July 27th addressed to
Rabbi Tanenbaum.

Rabbi Tanenbaum is presently away from the office on
vacation and will not return until after Tabor Day.

Your letter will br brought to his attention when he
returns to the office.

Cordially,

Adeline Singerman
Secretary

AS:s8



September 7, 1973

Dr. Billy \Graham
Montreat, N. C. 28657

Dear Billy:

1 appreciate very much. your thoughtful letter of July 27th. I
‘have been away part of the sumer and hence the delay in respond=

ng.

1 was very sorry to learn of the passing of your father-in-law,
Dr. Nelson Bell. I know what a great figure he was in the
Evangelical community and I send both you and Ruth my heartfelt
condolences on his untimely passing.

With regard to the mesting with Jewish leaders, I certainly
appreciate the press of your schedule. You suggest sometime in
early 1974. If you will let me know of an acceptable date in
February or March, I will proceed to make the necessary arrange-
ments for a carefully selected and representative group to meet
with you,

I hope that your visits to both Jordan and Israel went well. I
fear that the energy crisis is going to create a number of problems
in the near future, and it will regquire & good bit of statesmanlike
interpretation to avoid precipitative decisions that might be harm-
ful both to Israel and to peace in the Middle East.

I am taking the liberty of sending you a copy of my letter to
Dr. Kissinger congratulating him on his recent appointment,

With warmest personal good wishes, I am

Cordially as ever,

':Rabbi. Marc H. Tanenbaum

National Director of
MHT :MSB Interreligious Affairs
E!!cl.. .



August 13, 1973

Dr. Billy Grahsm
Montreat, North Carolina 28757

Dear Dr. Grasham:

Thank you for your letter of July 27th addressed to
Rabbi Tanenbaum,

Rabbi Tamenbaum 415 presently away from the office on
vacation and will not returm until after T.abor Day.

Your letter will br brought to his attention when he
returns to ths office.

Cordially,

Adeline Singerman
Secretary

AS:s8



Birry GrRAHAM

Montreat, N.C. 28757
July 27, 1973

Dear Marc:

Thank you for yours of July 10. I am sorry
for the delay in answering, but I have just
returned from the Minnesota Crusade.

Yes, Ruth and I are in excellent health,
though I am getting a bit on the weary side.

I thought Jerry Strober did an excellent job
in reviewing Jesus Christ Superstar. At an
appropriate time I want to make a contribution,
probably through my newspaper column, radio

or television. I have already mentioned it
twice in the Crusades.

Indeed I would like such a meeting as you
envision -- but I'm afraid that I will not
have any period for such a meeting until
early next year.

I would appreciate your prayers as I go to
Jordan to dedicate a hospital -- and then
over to Israel. I have an appointment to
see the Prime Minister on August 13.

With warmest Christian greetings, I am

Cordially yours,

[

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

New York, N.Y. 10022
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T. W. WILSON '

MONTREAT, NORTH GCAROLINA 28757

October 5,'1973

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum:

On September 18th Billy Graham wrote to you and in his
letter he mentioned that he would let you know within
the next month several dates to choose from. I spoke
to him about this yesterday afternoon and he asked me

to drop 'you a note saying that it would have to be some-
time next year - but at the moment he would not know

a suggested date. His 1974 schedule is very, very un-
decided at this time and my guess is that it will be
after the first week of December before our crusade
dates will be firmed up.

Please krow that we stand by ready to he]p anytime we

~can. God bless you.

Most sincerely,

A

1“‘w Wilson
Associate to Billy Graham

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

New York, NY 10022



Brry GRAHAM

Montreat, N.C. 28757
September 18, 1973

My dear Marc,

I just returned from five weeks away from
my desk, mostly in Europe, and received
yours of September 7.

I am deeply grateful for your comment
concerning my father-in-law. He was truly
a remarkable person, and as King Solomon
said long ago, '"there's a time to die."
His time had come and he was ready!

Within the next month I hope to send you
several dates that we can choose from for
a meeting time.

Because of my father-in-law's illness I
was not able to go to the Middle East as
I had hoped.

With warmest personal greetings, I am

Cordiall ours,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

New York, N.Y. 10022
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LONGEVITY
WOULD RATHER CHING
By Religious News Service (10-16-73)

ATLENTR (RNS) -- Living to a ripe old age is not one of evangelist Billy
Graham's embitions.

"I would rather die earlier and be preaching the Gospel than to phase
. out and live to be 80," he told Coleen Teasley, religion editor of the Atlanta
Constitution, in a telephone interview from his office in Montreat, N.C.

Explaining why longevity is not his goal, the 55-year-old evangelist
commented, "I don't particularly want to live to be 80. I'm looking forward
to heaven. I don't have any sweet desire to stay in this world."

In the interview, he revealed that although he has become world famous
for his huge crusade ralliss, he prefers small group sessions.

"My No. 1 preference is question-and-answer periocds," the evangelist
said, "when I can sit down and talk to clergy or seminary students and just
answer questions. As I get older I enjoy teaching more than preaching.”

Mr. Graham, whose crusades have enabled him to preach the Gospel to
millions, predicted that massive rallies will some day be a thing of the past
for him. :

"I'm not sure I can continue as I get older in the big stadiums of the
country,” he commented. "Preaching from second base, as I dil in ntlanta, is
too exhausting.™ He estimated that he will probably it biy crussaes in fiwve
to seven years. T T . o

Taking time off is a problem for Mr. Crakan as for most active men. "I
had planned to take '74 completely off for the first time in my life just to
sort of recharge my batteries and study,” he related. But tha Graham schedule
for 1974 zlready includes a crusade in Rio de Janeiro and ths Tnternational
Conferencz on Evangelism in Switzerland, which h:s descrihed as "the largest
and possibly the most important conference on evangelism and missions in this
century.”

Finences may also necessitat2 a cutback in the Graham organization's
operations. "At the moment, we don’t have any surpluses,"” the evangelist
reported. "I think we have just about enough to pay our bills."

He escimated that a single one-hour television broadecast of a crusade
service costs a total of $250,0u0.

"The prices are going up," Mr. Graham said. "It takes a great deal of
money to support these telecasts. Some of them Lreak even, some of them we
don't get enough money in to pay for them, some of them we take in a little
bit more."

Despite these problems, the evangelist said he isn't worried about
finances.

"The Lord always provides," he explained. "It seems that the Lord knows
how much we need. He doesn't give us too much and He doesn't give us tco
little. It's a very amazing thing. I stand back sometimes and I just know
that the Lord is doing it."

High blood pressure is Mr. Graham's only major medical preblem, he said,
adding that he inherited it from his father. "Sure, the doctors are telling me
to slow down,™ he admitted, "but I have to balance that against my calling to
proclaim the Gospel." '

-0- PAGE - 10 -



Hovember 27, 1973

BERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL

Or. Billy Graham -
Hontreat, North Carolina 28757

Dear DrL Graham?
Greetlngs in Jesus’ wonderful Name.

Once before. in an hcur we here in Israel felt to be critlcal I
wrote you expressing the hope that you would be able to share with
‘the President some of our concerns. . | thank you for the letter In
which you replied and for your word ln te. /

Right now a deep gloom has settled over our neighbors. | found
the same to be true of their coreligionists in the United States
"on my recent visit there. . They all fear that Israel could be
pushed Into a non-vlable_situatlon by the big powers, including
the United States. The fact that we may be headed for peace
negotiations in Geneva In December means absolutely nothing.
History has shown that signed agreements mean nothing here in the
Middle East. A witness s the last cease-fire signed in 1970
which was broken Just as soon as Egypt felt It to her advantage to
do so, both on the night of the signing when she moved her misslles
up under the cover of darkness and on October 6 of this year.

They feel too, and | agree, that a commitment on the part of the -
United States to protect her milltarily Is at best a very risky
solution for Israel and the world. The U.S. Is too far away. Her
present attltude on sending soldlers to fight abroad, after '
Vietnam, is also well known. How binding can a present commltment
be after the next election In the U.S. or even before that time,
~should public sentiment change over oil shortages or other short-
ages? Furthermore, Israel does not wanf foreign troops on her soil
even to defend her. U.S. troops sent to Israel would probably

_ brlng a world war agaln in any case.

_ continued...




Dr. Billy Graham
November 27, 1978
Page Two

Israel is far more realistlc about Russlan activity In thls areca
than It seems Is the United States, We know how Russla acted In
the case of Czechoslavakia and how she prepared Egypt and Syrla
for the current attack on Israel. We know how she could strangle
all of Europe were she able to control Middle East oll. So far
she has done well at this by working through the oll producing
nations without letter her role in It be too obvlously seen.
Should she control the Suez Canal, the world would be at her mercy
on oll, for she would and could control most of the currently best
oll produclng areas of the world. As we think about Biblical
prophecy the possibllity, at least, that Russia Is the "klng of

. the north' Is frightening.

Israel knows she cannot rely for her ultimate future merely on
promlses by others. A distlingulshed Christlan scholar here In
Israel for one year wrote during the Yom Kippur War that he does
not expect concrete Christlan action to come to Israel's help. He
states that In the past even the most enlightened Christians have

:.been notorlously neutral and ambivalent towards Jewry's needs as a
‘people. Thus he goés on: 'As Christians, therefore, our cry to

Israel must be, 'Don't count on us to helpl! Help yourselves; no
one really cares! Don't trust usl In the safety and quiet of the
lecture hall and dlalogue table we will volce all sorts of ald and

. _comfort. Yet when your life Is challenged, don't look to us.:

Save yourselvesl'"

Israel officlally feels, "He must do what wa think 1s right for us,

. not what the rest of the world believes to be correct. We stand
'\-alone.” Thls Is how It Is here today. £ R

' Thera are three things ‘Israel needs. T a  l_ ,;'

(1) control of the Sinal, for this is her only Source ok\%ii)_

' when she is besieged.

(2) Secure borders at a safe distance from her cltles and
. people. (Times and conditions have changed since 1967. The
. new fool-proof and deadly Russian missiles that they devel-
“. oped so that they can be operated by [1literate, uneducated
peasants with almost no training cannot be permitted on the
old 1967 borders. It would be sulclde for Israel if she were
. toallow thls materlal on those old borders and genocide would
result If anyone else were to demand It and secure It. The
borders must be at a safe distance. After all, the post-1967
borders are the result not of Israell aggression but of
. attacks launched by the Arabs which resulted In thelr loss of
territory. We hope and pray that Israel will reject, even
unllaterally. eVery attempt to force her back to the 1967

. 'ContIHUBdon .
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Dr.‘Blfly Graham

. November 27, 1973

Page Three

‘borders. Our nelghbors' promises have proven of no secure
value Tn the past nor will they in the future. Only secure
and relatlvely distant borders can give Israel even a modlicum
of safety. | am enclosing some paragraphs written by a
learned Professer of Law from California:. They should be
widely known.) - ' '

(3) The continued supply of strategic arms and materlals -
from the U.S. and any other friendly nations (If there are
suchl) for Israel's defenee, commensurate with what Russla is
pourigg into the nelghboring areas not for defense but for
aggression. '

Mith these three key Items Israel has a chance at survival, at

least long enough for other commitments from the United States to
be able to reach her in time for her survival. VIith theee, unless
Russia actually attacks with her own troops, Israel can stand,
When Russia commits her troops, Armageddon will have arrived and
then our role as evangelical Christians on behalf of God's people
here will be taken up by the Lord Himself., We wilil not be able to
do more. How Is the time for our activity, '

~ (1) The oll of the Sinal.
(2) Secure and relatlvely distant borders.

(3) Supply of strategic arms and material for defense (not
promises of troop support). :

~After much prayer and cogltation, and after many talks with
. leaders here and concerped Jews abroad, the above Items stand out

to me as minimal and baslic needs for us and for Israel today.

| 'pray, if your thinking to date has not arrived at conclusions
Iike those above, that they may be meaningful to you (we want to
survive here and all these are necessary to that) and that you may
be given by the Lord opportunities to press them home In places of
Influence. ey : '

With warm greetings fn Christ,

G. Douglas Young f.“'

"President

GDY/nt
Enclosure



‘Dr. Billy Graham -
November 27, 1973 :

" ENCLOSURE

'"When Israel flnally stouck back, In June 1967, morecover, her
~actlon was recognized as legitimate even In the U.N. organs
~ where numerous Soviet~Arab resolutions seeking to brand Israc)
the aggressor and to compel her to withdraw from territories
- which she had occupied In the course of the war of self-defense
thrust on her, were consistently defeated by overwhelming votes -
ranging from between 3-1 to b4-1.

- "So far as legallty and elementary good falth la observanca of
the previous cease-flire agreements are concerned, the Syrian
and Egyptlan records of violation are shamelessly flagrant and
In no sense are they matched by Israel violations.

. Egypt openly, sometimes wlth Jorden, supported
the hostile acts by armed bands agatns: Israel.

* Egypt engaged In wide range host!l!tles across
the Suez line under the slogans of "Preventive
Defense“ and 'War of Attrition."”

* Egypt wlthout provocatlon sunk the lIsraell
K  destroyer Eilat on the high seas by rocket flre.
o . " She was guilty of 119 such violatlons to the end
- -~ . of 1968 even before the escalation. After the
07" escalatlon of the "War of Attrition'" she com-
- mitted 4,000 such violations In a perlod of nine
months, kil11ing 146 persons including clvillans,
" and woundling 430. In later such acts, no less °
than 215 were kllled and 565 wounded.

* _S?rla was gullty of 407 cease-fire breaches in
the nlne months ending May 1970 again Involving
many soldlers and clvilians dead and wounded.

- "Returning, then to the present crisls there Is also no symmetry
. at all between the military treachery of the sudden Syrlan-
Eqyptlan attack on a Holy Day when all Jews are traditionally at
prayer from morning ti11] nightfall, and the self-defensive action
of lsrael forces In 1967. 1in 1967, the Arab forces had already -
long begun the military Inltiatlve and had repudiated the armi-
stice arrangements and were already In full milltary posture for
“attack at the moment of the Israel response.

"$o far as internatlonal law ls concerned, too, it Is Important, -
. especlally for the negotlations, to remember that Eqypt has no
.clear title under International law or any other law to the re=
" turn of Gaza. Nor has Jordan any such title to the.return of
Jerusdiem and the West Bank. The presence of those states In
those territories in 1967 was based solely on conquest during
. thelr unlawful 1948 war agalnst Israel. At that time the Sovlet
: ;Union characterlzed their actlon as aggression. -

L]
continued...:
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Dr:.BIli} £raham
November 27, 1973

ENCLOSURE (con't)

"While under -Internatlional law a state which Is the soverelgn
of a territory which falls under military occupation by Its
advarsary may have a right to tcturn to It. Subject to the

. peace terms that are negotlated, the situatlen Is qulte dlfferent

“where the clalmant never was the soverelgn but merely a milltary
occupant who has now been ousted. This Is so even If the former
occupatlon arose lawfully. Where, however, as In Gaza, Jerusalem,
and the West Bank, the Egyptlan and Jordanian occupations spring
- from unlawful warmeking, the lack of tltle Is even more definite.

”By contrast. Israecl®s entry Into these territorles ln 1967 arose
from lawful operatlons in self-defense. Her status there [s at
~the least that of a lawful belligerent occupying power. The fact
that there is no other state having sovereignty over these ter-
ritorics probably means that (if no peace treaty is concluded)
! lsraul's title under international law would mature Into sov~
: esrelgnty. For according to the International Court of Justlce,
in such cases of uncertalnty, title goes according to'the
T relative strength of the 0pposlng cIaIms to sovareignty.“
R (I J.C. Reports, 1953, pe 67] '
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November 5, 1973;

Marc Tanenbaum CONFIDENTIAL
Gerald Strober

On Thursday evening November 1st at 9:30 P.M., I received a call

from Dr. T. W, Wilson in St. Louis, Dr. Hiisoncalled to inform

me that Billy Graham had arrived at a decisfon during the earlier

part of the evening concerning Mrs. Meir. aham wished to extend

an favitation to Prime Minister Meir to come to St. Loufs on Saturday
evening, November 3rd to participate in his Crusade meetfng at the

St. Loufs Arena. | was asked to relay the fnvitation to the proper
authorities. Wilson indicated thatamrlifer in the day Sraham had

given serious consfideration to flying to Washington on Saturday to

~ meet with Mrs, Meir. However, that would have required him to

~ arrange for a substitute speaker and would perhaps have subjected him
to undue quetioning concerning the nature of his sudden departure from
St. Louis. I had been aware of this possibility several hours earlfier
when Ruth Graham called me from Montreat to state that she understood
B11ly was planning to come to Washington om Saturday. Hilson also
mentfoned that a private telephone line would be installed in Graham's
hotel room on Friday © that I might be able to give the humber to the
proper official in Mrs. Meir's party.

There is one other element in the conversation which should be reported.
Hilson mentioned the problems currently being experienced by President
Nixon., He sald that it was his impressfon that the Presfdent wanted to
be as helpful as possible to Israel and 1t certainly would not help to
find significant numbers of people in the Jewish community supporting

the drive for impeachment.

! immediately contacted you and ! was indeed happy that you were able

to be in touch with Ambassador Dinitz although I am sorry that it was
impossible for Mrs. Meir to accept Graham's invitatfon. At 1:00 P.H,
Friday afternnon, I called Dr. ¥ilson and obtained the private line
telephone number. ! then shared it personally with Moshe Arad at the
Hashington Hilton Hotel. At 3:00 P.M. in accordance with our earlier
telephone conversation concerning the POW sftuation, I called Dr. Graham
and had a 10 minute conversation with im., He was immedfately receptive
to the POW questfon and said he would find the proper occasion over the
weekend to make a public comment calling for the immediate exchange of all
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prisoners and asking for thefgyptians and Syrians to conform to the
Geneva Convention and to supply the Red Cross with a 1ist of all
prisoners in their hands. He also stated that he had talked by tele-
phone with his Washington friend three times since October 6th. In each
of these conversations he stressed Israel's particular needs particularly
her military requirements. In his last conversation which occured on
October 28th he emphatically suggested to his friend that the majority
of Evangelicals in the U, S. were strongly supportive of Israel. I
mentioned that I had just-come from the Presidents Conference meeting
with Mrs. Medd and he wanted to know what had transpired. I made 1t

a point of telling him that the Prime Minfister spoke favorably of the
President two or three times during her talk and that each reference

to him was greeted with applause by the gathered leadership. Graham
said that he planned to speak to his friend November 3rd and that he
would communicate this response to him.

I believe one other aspect of the conversation is of interest. I
mentioned to Graham that those indfviduals in the Jewish community

who were aware of his efforts felt a great measure of gratitude towmard
him. He responded by saying that he felt privileged to be able to be
supportive of Israel. He reiterated in this conversation what he had
safd in an earlfer communication that this {s the only issue in which
he plays an advocate's role with his friend. He concluded by saying
as a Christian he owed everything to the Jewish people.

GS:as

CC: B. Gold
S. Hirsh
A. J. Rudin
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GRAHAM/CRUSADE RAISED $104,000
INE RELIEF IN AFRICA

By Religious News Service (11-26-73)

MINNEAPOLIS (RNS) -- Famine relief in Africa was a major beneficiary
of Billy Graham's Upper Midwest Crusade at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds
in July.

En audited statement of crusade finances revealed that the 10-day
crusade cost $296,104 and that income, including offerings, totaled
$306,905.

e surplus of $10,801 was distributed ts the Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association.

George M. Wilson, association executive vice-president, said that an
appeal made by Mr, Graham at the final serv1ce had resulted in more than
"$104,000 for famine relief in Africa. - e e R

This total included the offering of $71,474 received at the final
crusade service, plus an additional $32,584 sent in by people throughout the
~ceontry since the crusade.

Mr. Wilson said the funds have been used to purchase grain and other
food for starving persons in Mali, Senegal, Upper Yolta, Chad and Niger.

He said it is estimated that $10.50 will buy enough millet, the African
diet staple, to feed 15 persons for a week.

The Rev. Howard Jones, a Graham associate evangelist, and two other
association staff members visited Africa and determined that use of existing
missionary and African governmental relief agencies was the best way to
distribute the famine funds.

They found, according to Mr, Wilson, that several years of starvation
 threats lie ahead until drought-stricken land can be irrigated and seed
"planted.

The financial statement on the crusade revealed that crusade offerings,
‘which totaled $151,151, accounted for almost half the receipts.

Other scurces of income were "share partners," persons who budgeted
reqularly for the crusade, $68,814; general donations, $59,245; choir,
concert and special meeting offerings, $16,595; special gift, $10,000, and
‘miscellaneous $1,100.

(more) PAGE -11-



s

RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE
DOMESTIC SERVICE -12- MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1973

Advertising and publicity, which cost $85,233, was the biggest single
expense item. Special items, including insurance, crusade bulletins, choir
and usher materials, concert and miscellaneous expenses, cost $67,956.

Major expense items also included $43,986 for arrangements, including
stadium expenses, sound system and platform arrangements, and $35,836 for
office operations, including office salaries, postage, supplies and services,

Other expenses, broken down by ccmmittees, included finance, $24,981;
counseling and follow-up, $19,703; team, $13,486; prayer and visitation,
$4,079, and group reservations, $834, Committee expenses included printing,
supplies and postage.

-0-

I.A. O'SHRUGENESSY DIES AT 88;
GAVE MILLIONS TC CHURCH, CHARITY

By Religious News Service (11-26-73)

ST. PAUL, Minn. (RNS) -- I.A. O-Shaughnessy, widely known St. Paul Roman
Catholic layman and philanthropist, died Nov. 21 in & Miami hospital at the
age of 83.

Over the years, he gave millions of dollars to educational and other
institutions, Catholic and non-Catholic, in his home community and around

the world. e

Cne of the projects he financed was the Ecumenical Institute for
Advanced Theological Study, built in Israel midway between Jerusalem and
Bethlehem.

The institute was conceived at a meeting involving Pope Paul, Father
Theodore Hesburgh, president of Notre Dame University, and Mr. O-Shaughnessy.

He recalled the meeting in a 1972 interview: "I told Hesburgh (who was
translating) to tell His Holiness to get off his pants and get at it right
away because people forget scon, Hesburgh had a rough time trying to say
that in Italian, and in & different way, to the Pope. But the deal was made."

Mr. O'Shaughnessy gave about $4 million to the Institute.

Among his other gifts, he built a memorial library at the University of
Notre Dame; a building for a library at the College of St. Thomas, St. Paul;
and an auditorium at the College of St. Catherine, also in St. Paul.

Mr. O'Shaughnessy was a 1907 graduate of the St. Thomas College; soon
after he began amassing a fortune from oil prospecting. He founded the Globe
0il and Refining Co., which he headed from 1917 until his death, His finan-
cial interests also included railroads, banking, and other enterprises. He
was & trustee of numerous religious and educational institutions, including
the St. Paul Seminary here, University of Notre Dame, and St. Thomas College.

In 1967 he was named a Papal Count by Pope FPaul. In 1971 he received
a Brotherhood Award from the Minnesota-Dakotas region of the National
Conference of Christians and Jews. He called it "one of the greatest things
that happened in my life.” :

Mr. O'Shaughnessy is survived by his second wife, Blanch, and five
children by his first wife, Lillian, who died in 1959.

-0~ PACE -12-
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Mr. Graham was in Switzerland conferring with colleagues about
the upcoming International Congress on World Evangelization when he
received the invitation to preach at the White House service. He and
his wife were dinner and overnight guests of the Nixons preceding the
ceremony. The Christmas service was Mrs..Nixon's suggestion,
according to an insider.

The evangelist had been under pressure from some in the religious
community to deliver a public rebuke to Mr. Nixon, especially in con=-
nection with Watergate, or at least to disassociate himself from the
White House inner circle. But Mr. Graham, explaining privately that
such an act would be ethically in poor taste and would ignore the sins
of many others, chose to be more general in his remarks.

"America stands on the threshold of divine judgment today," he
declared. ''Morally, socially, economically, politically, and spiritu-
ally we are in deep spiritual trouble. H¥e have turned from God, and
every month seems to take us further away from the only One Who can
reverse the tide and forestall the imminent judgment. We must alter
our course if we are to see many more Christmas seasons as a free
people.”

Also, the evangelist said, "we must reorder our priorities. We
must remake the unjust structures that we have taken advantage of the
powerless and broken the hearts of the poor and the dispossessed."”

But, he cadtioned, while ''we all admit that we need some sweeping
social reforms -- and in true-repentmnce we must determine to do some-
thing about it -- our greatest need is a change in the heart.”

The evangelist concluded his scermon with a reference to Christ's
second coming: "He will take control of this war-weary world and
bring the permanent peace we strive for and long for. A new world
will be formed. A new social order will emerge.'

Y
AGENCY REPORTS ON ARRIVAL
OF USSR JEWS IN NEW YORK

By Religious News Service (12-17-73)

NEW YORK (RNS) -- An estimated 1,200 Russian Jews have settled
in the New York area since the end of 1969 and are reportedly being
absorbed into American life with "astounding speed."

Philip Soskis, executive director of the New York Association for
New Americans (NYANA), also reported that more than 420 Russian Jews
settled in the New York area between Aug. 21 and Nov. 30. NY2NA is
responsible for the resettlement and absorption of Jewish immigrants
in the city. .

Though the number is small by comparison, the increase has
paralleled the rise in the much larger numbers going to Israel,'" Mr.
Soskis said. —"In the last three momths, the influx has represented
more than one-~third of the entire group of russing immigrants to the
United States since the end of 1969."

Among Russians settling here during the recent three-month period
were 21 engineers, 18 physicians, 3 lawyers, 2 architects, 2 film
directors and 20 teachers, translators and professionals with similar
high level skills.

NYANA privides housing, educational and voecational counseling,
job training and placement to newcomers in addition to financial
assistance. The organization receives funds from the United Jewish
Appeal -campaigns, -0- PAGE -23-
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BILLY GRAHAM AT WHITE HOUSE:
"73 WAS A "CONVULSIVE' YEAR

By Religious News Service (12-17-73)

WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS) -- It's been "a very convulsive year,"
evangelist Billy Graham toid a White House pre-Christmax worship
service audience in the East Room.

President Richard Nixon and 350 guests, many of them members of
Congress and their families, listened intently as Mr. Graham cited
Watergate, the Mideast war, and the energy crisis.

"Millions of Americans arc confused, discouraged, cynical, fright-
ened and disillusioned,” said the 55—year-old evangelist. But, he Went
on, there is hope in the message of Christmas.

In his 20-minute sermon entitled, "The Cradle," the Cross and
the Crown,'" Mr. Graham called for ''sweeping social reforms,' and he
warned of impending national judgment if repentance from sin is not
forthcoming.

"If we as individuals here in this room today, and we as a nation,
would humble ourselves and turn from our sins, God has promised for=
. giveness, healing to.the natlon,.and .eternal 11fe," the Southern
Baptist préacher declared.

The occasion was the 42nd White House worship service since Mr.
Nixon took office. Mr. Graham has preached at three of them, including
the first one just after the President's inauguration in January 1969,
and he shared a platform at another. ;

As always at Christmas, the White House was ablaze with lavish
stands of brilliant red poinsettias and miniature green trees and
gold trimmings lending a note of physical beauty to the service. A
manger scene graced one wall, next to a towering display of poinsettias,
and a huge portrait of George Washington. Decorative lighting, however,
was minimal.

A last-minute hassle involving a group threatened to mar the
service. The Yale University Whiffenpoofs had been scheduled to sing,
but several of the 15 members decided to boycott the meeting as an act
of protest, apparently over Watergate, and the group's presentation
was cancelled. Instead, the 30-voice Army Chorus was pressed into
action. The soldiers, clad in dress blues and gold braid, sang three
carols during the half-hour service.

Mr. Nixon added several postscripts after the benediction. He said
he wanted the American people to know that there would be enough
gasoline to drive to church on Sundays -- "if they don't drive too far."

He also noted that this will be the first Christmas in eight years
when all the American POWs are home, and he called for a Quaker-style
moment of silence in their honor.

Said the President: 'Cur prayer is that we are not at the begin-
ning of an interluds  between wars but at the beginning of long peace."

(more) PAGE -22-



GRAHAM ANSWERS QUERIES i
ON WAR POSITION
MONTREAT , N.C.--(ABNS)--Evangelist Billy Graham has issued a public statement here de-

scribing his position on the Vigtnam war, hig relationship to President Nixon, and his
opinion of the role of an evangelist.

His statement was issued in response to inquiries by the press and several religious
personalities asking him to intervene with President Nixon asking for a cease fire in the
Vietnam war.

The Rev. Dr. Ernmest T. Campbell, minister of Riverside Church, New York City, read an
"Open Letter to Billy Graham'" from the pulpit on Sunday, December 31, at the morning service.

The provocation for Campbell's letter was Billy Graham's failure to speak out on the
war and his failure to respond to an overture from the Chicagoland Area Committee for Key
73 that implored him to intervene with the White House to secure a cessation of the bombing
of North Vietnam. The Key 73 appeal was written by the Rev. Henry W. Anderson, a United
Presbyterian pastor who is chairman of Key 73.

Dr. Campbell's letter was read a day after President Nixon ordered a bombing halt above
the 20th parallel, pending resumption of peace talks on January 8. The Riverside pastor
went ahead with the reading because of the continued bombing below the 20th parallel. -

He voiced appreciation for much of Mr. Graham's ministry and invited him to preach at
Riverside, but he urged the evangelist to be a ''prophet'...not just a house chaplain.

"As one of the 'mear voices' within hearing distance of thelthrohe you surely bear a
responsibility to critique government policy as well as bless it.' Dr. Campbell: said.

The letter also dealt with the subject of effective evangelism and the essential nature
of biblical religion. Campbell said that the new life in Christ does not divide fBe personal
and the social into two separate camps.

"Because of your high visibility you have a unique opportunity to give dramatic defin-
ition to a form of evangelism that is equally comfortable confronting men and women with
the claims of the gospel or calling the nation to a new fidelity to social righteousness,"
said Campbell.

In an 800 word response, Billy Graham declared, 'I have regretted that this war has
gone on so long and been such a devisive force in America. I hope and pray that there will
be an early armistice."

Commenting on a frequently used description of his relationship with the Nixon admin-
istration, he declared: '"Neither am I a White House 'chaplain'~--anymore than Cardinal Cush~-
ing was during the Kennedy years or Dr. Edward H. Pruden was during the Truman years."

Graham said that he has been personally acquainted with every U.S. President since
Harry Truman and that "it is an unwritten law that when you visit a head of state, you do
not reveal what you discussed."

Of his role as an evangelist, Mr. Graham commented: "I am convinced that God has called
me as a New Testament evangelist--not an Old Testament prophet. While some may interpret
an evangelist to be primarily a social reformer or a political activist, I do not. An evan-
gelist is a proclaimer of the message of God's love and grace in Jesus Christ and the
necessity of repentance and faith."

In conclusion, he said, "Everywhere I go this year, I am going to call for renewed con-
cern for each other, a revived dedication to just government, and a revitalized consecration
to God in our national life."

“ ~-ABNS=-~



S ‘
- Qo <~ o -/
RY ot - N

KEY 73 - AN INTERIM REPORT #1

A Prelimipary Survey and Evaluation of the Impact of Key 73 on Jewish-
Chgistian Relations

by Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, National Interreligious Affairs Director
of the Americqn.Jewish Committee
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"The year-long evangelical campaign, Key 73, scheduled to
begin in January, could well become an historic turning
point in relations between rvangelical Christians and Jews
of the magnitude of Vatican Council II, provided it is-
ugsed as an opportunity to clarify Christian recognition of
Jews and Judaism as valid gources of truth rather than as
objects of conversion.

"Christian leaders, including Evangelical leaders, have a

valid theological alternative to proselytizing which has

already been accepted by substantial numbers of recognized o
Catholic and Protestant theologians and Biblical scholars,
namely, that the Covenant of Sinai is permanent, and that
Christianity must see itself not in terms of substitution,

but rather in terms of being a complementary Covenant to

the Covenant of Israel."

Those two themes, which this writer set forth in December 1972 -« on

the eve of the launching of Key 73's program 'to call the continent

-to Christ in 1973" - were the bases of a policy adopted by the

National Executive Council of the American Jewish Committee designed

to help tramsform a potentially conflict-iaden issue into an oppor-

tunity for achieving mutual understanding and reclprocal respect be-

tween Christians and Jews. During the past sevgral_months, AJC 8 T
Interreligious Affairs Specialists have-ﬁet and corresponded with
numerquslzey 73 national, regional, and loéal leaders, as well as

with Catholic, Protestant, and Evangelical denominational Eeaders

affiliated with the-unprecedentad ecumenical drive to evangelize
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"every person in North America.” 1In addition, we have conferred
with a large number bf local rabbinic associations, Jewish commun-
ity councils, and ecumenical and interreligious bodies in every
region of the United States, .Included in this effort of education

and interpretation of Jewish concerns about RKey 73 have been con-

ferences with Christian énd.Jewish editors:jg;é a variety of appear?
ances on national and local TV 2nd radio programs throughout the
country. . : | FFFQ;;_\Q'mG-J“Luﬂ’

What bhave been the effecis of these efforts? HhilelKey 73
is still in its earliest stages and it is therefore too early to
draw any definitive concluéions, enough data has been accumulated
to warrant the following preliminary conclusions:

1) The public articulation of Jewish cnncérns regarding the

possible negative implications of asPects of Key 1 73'5 purpnsea.£ﬂ£;£}4btﬁﬁ

e

Ameriecan pluralism, unbridied pro

e ytxzation n of Jew denigratlng

..gr-‘p

S — et

imagq#,gf,Judaismw—and—potenrtat-ﬁﬁ"furing of theological anti-

Semit ient ha@ resulted in a decidedly positive response on the part

of many Christian leaders,lincluding Rey 73 spokesmen. There are,

of course, Christian clergy who continue to adhere to classie, lit-
eralist evangelical views regarding Jews and Judaism, but that was
predictable and far less surprising than our survey's finding of

the degree to which Christians associated with Key 73 were prepared -

once they understood the issues - to rethink their attitudes toward

Judaism in terms that accorded increasingly with Jewish self-under-

(a



standing.

2) This national dialogue, although accompanied at times
Ey uncomfortable but frejuently comstructive intergroup tensions,
has served as an ﬁccasion for Catholic, Protestant, and Evangelical
leaders to clarify - for the first time - that the policy of Rey 73
is "to reach the unchurched" and that Rey 73 "has no strategy for
proselytizing the Jews." The Rev. Joe Hale, a central figure in
Key 73, stated, "Key 73 ﬁas.organized by Christians wanting to share
a personal meaning in faith with those who seek no faith. We have
never been interested in cormering peoplé who have a meaningful faith
and trying to persuade them.”™ (Religious News Service, Jan. li, 1973).

Reflecting these views, the Rev, Ch&rlés L. Eastmap,_miniater
of the First CDngxggational Church, North Miami, Florida, seant a
letter to 21l the rabbis in his area, declaring:-

"L for one, do not consider Jews, as 'unchurched'. It is my
understanding that the other three mlnisters.in the area do not con-
sider Jews as a tsrget for 'Rey 73' either,..,If "Rey 73' united
Christianity by dividing Christians and Jews, in my opinion, it has

failed in its effort.” (Miami Herald, Dec. 30, 1972).

IA.number of other similar statements by Roman Catholie,
Protestant and.Evangelical spokesmen are reported elsewhere in this
document, The net consequence of these declarations is that a fund-
mental and crucial point is being made and understood, probably for

the first time on a national basis in the history of Jewish-Christian-
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relations throughout the United States, namely, that the Jewish
éommunity is "off limits® to—proselytizing activity, and that Jews
will not accept passively a relatiomship with Christians that re-
duces Jewry to an object of conversion, and that does not respect
Judaism as 3 living fsith and source of permanent truth and value
to the Jewish people. Thais does not exclude the possibility that
individual Jews will become Christians, as growing numbers of
Christians are becoming Jews (mainly through intermarriage). The

decisive development that is emerging is that a national poliey is

' being shaped between faith communities that excludes proselytizing

as a basic precondition to any ongoing, meaningful relationship be-
tween American Christians and Jews.

3) The Key 73 dialogue has led to a national clarification
of policy regarding anti-Semitism. In a letter to this writer,
dated December 14, 1972, the executive director of Rey 73, Dr.
Theodore A. Raedeke, of St. Louis has written, _

""There is no anti-Semitism in either the ideoclogy or the
thrust of Key 73....We do not wish to persecute, pressure or force
Jews to believe or do anything against their will...we will atteapt
in no way to wrong the Jewish community.,."

That statement assumes significance especially in relation
to fundamentalist Christians who have tended to teach and preach a
literalist interpretation of the Crucifixion episode which histor-~

ically has portrayed Jews as "Christ-killers,"” and "enemies of God,”
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‘thereby providing poisonous seeds of anti-Semitism. That school of
thought which associates itself with thias evangelical campaign can-
not now use the sanction of Key 73 for such anti-Jewish views.

4) The Key 73 dialogue has resulted in the beginning of some
clarification regarding the ideological implicafions-bf its provoca-

tive slogans for Americam pluralism. The most forthright statement

on this issue has come fxrom the editors of Christianity Today, who
were centrally involved in launching Key 73:

"We can dismiss as wishful thinking any announced aim by un-
informed Key 73 éarticipants of making the United States a Christian
nation and it will very probahiy never be, Nor should we hesitate
to pronounce judgment upon the concept of civil religion in America;
if there were such a thing, it would turm out to be a Franmkenstein
monster that no devout Bible heliever would want any part of.”

(Religious News Service, Dec. 5, 1972).

Welcome and valuable as are thege clarifications of basic
issues, it must be stressed that they have far from penetrated as
yet into many local communities, nor have they influenced the atti-
tudes and behavior of numerous fervent ''grass roots" evangelicals
toward Jews. We are in the éroceaa of compiling for publication re-
ports from Jewish communities throughout the country which already
demonstrate that such groups as Campué Crusade for Christ, Inter-
Varsity Youth Fellowship, Young Life, Athletes In Actiom, Jews for

Jesus, etc, are abusing the conscience in many instances of Jewish
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young people on college campuses and in public high schools. It is
abundantly evident that there exists a major respoﬁsibility for Key
73 leaders, especially in local communities, and for Jewish leader-
ship to assure that these coercive campaigns and pressures é;;eggs
vert—Jewish - frequently accompanied by psychological harassment and
social ostracism if?gung,peaple,be stopped at once, ‘Inaction, indif-
ference, or passiviity can have decidedly damaging consequences for
our public school systems as well as foxr the civic peace of our so-
clety,. |

The Key 73 dialogue has also led to some essenfial clarifica-
tions within the Jewish community, namely: |

5) There is a ren?wed recognition that the widespread and tra-
ditional Jewish commitment to religious liberty and freedom of con-
science supports the right of every group and individual to express
his/her version of the truth in the pluralist marketpiace of ideés.
The Jewish community clearly accepts the fact that evangelists have
the right to witness to thei: beliefsiwithout threat of intimidation
or coerecion from anyone else, provided they do not violaﬁe the civil
liberties of others, compromise the separation of church and state,
nor offend the conscience of an iﬁdividual who wishes not to be wit-
negsed to. |

6) Teo the degree that Key 73 concentrates its objectives and

programs on deepening the commitment of Christians, and of transform-

ing their lives as instruments of love, justice, and reconciliation,
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many Jews will not only not_wént te hinder their efforts, but in-
deed willlbless their undertaking and pray for its success,

?) Whatever defection of Jews from their ﬁaith to another
faith that will take place =~ and data reveals that the number is
far from the inflated figures claimed by evangelical promoters and
professional mission~to-the-Jews groups - will result more from in-
adequate Jewish education, vapid synagogue experiences, and weak
Jewish family life than from proselytizers. Key 73 has compeélled
the Jewish community to face dramatically what it has known all
along - '"you can't fight something with nothing.” Most Jewish
leaders are comvinced that there is plenty of spiritual “somethiﬁg“
in Judaism, and that the Jewisﬁ faith and prophetic worldview are
in many ways more relevant and meaningful to the present moral and
human condition than most other spiritual ways of life. Ironieally,
Key 73 has performed a positive serviece for the Jewish commumnity by
helping to raise the consciouéneas-levels of many Jews over the ur-
gent need to pay more adeguate attention and take more effective ac-
tion in making living comections for young peﬁple between the spiri-
tual richness of their traditiaﬁs and their life sitﬁations. The
energizing of current discussions within the Jewish community over
enriching Jewish identity, strengthening Jewish education and the
Jewish family and religious 1ifé iﬁ the wake of the Key 73 dialogue
is the latest imstallment of a long story of Jewlsh creative response
to the unending challenges of living in the Diaspora for the past

2,000 years.
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REY '73 RESPONSES

Dr. Theodore A. Raedeke of St. louis, Executive Director
of Rey '73: S i S

*There is no anti-Semitism in either the ideology or the
thrust of Key 73. I trust that you umderstand this, just as we
understand your pesition to be not enti«ﬂhrisiian. We do not wish
to persecute, pressure or force Jews to believe or do anything against
their will. On the other hand we are confident that the Jews do not
vish to mndermine our holy f£aith or deprive as of our rights to
propagate our f:aith--thé privilege which we enjoy in Mka. |

"Rest assured that we will attempt in no way to demy our deep--
est Christian convictions in this regard so that we wrong the Jewish
commmity in any way. At the same time, I hnpe that we tnaj be
confident that you vho are not Christisn wi.ﬂ. not in any way intimidate
of pressure the maiy Clristiens participatifs’ia Key 73 apeiust
eonfessing before men the saviag Cospel.l.."

(From a letter to Rabbi Mare I. Tanenbaunm, dated December
14, 1972)

The Rev. Joe Hale of Nashville, Executive Committee of
Rey ‘73, refiresenting the United Methodist Church:

"Rey '73 was organized by Christians wanting to share a -
Pksooal meaning in ¥oith with those who seek no faith. We have
never been insteested in cormering pecple who have a2 meaningSil
falith a‘ndl trying to persuade them."
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The Rev. Charles L, Eastman, North Miswmi, Florida, Rey '73,

and Minister of the First Congregational Church:
Rev. Eastman msiled a letter to the rabbis in his area

stating the following:
"The Rey '73 project is more of 2 revival tham an
evangelistic plunge, 3y that I mean that we have heightened the

awareness of our own people of their own religion.

9n the 'Rey '73° pian, of course, this heightened avareness
is exzpected to lead to an effort to seach the unchurched in this area,
to iavite them into the chuech.™

The Rev. Rernit Long, Co-Chairman of los Angeles. Key '73:
"1 am delighted for our continuing dialogue between the

Jewish and Christian commumnities. If we keep oven and loving, nothing
but great good will come of it.

"This whole dizlogue has forced me to do some deeper thinking.
I am just completing a statement which will be printed in the next
issue of our church paper. It will be a part of my sermon next
Sunday morning. 1%1l send you a copy of it in & few days.

"1t was gosd of you to remind me of our mutual friendship
with Joe Hale and Ron Xerr. These fellows are two of God's fimest
whom I bold in high regard and deep affcction. They are doing a
great job in Eey '73. ¥hen the vhole Ghristisn commmity becomes
as mature as thay are, no Jew will have to be turned off by attempts
at proselyting and yet every Christian will be able to witness Godls



The Rev. Louis C. Meyer, Chairman of Key '73 Metropolitan

New York Planning Group:

| " "We plan to prepare a statement for yoﬁ which will embody
some of the points we mentioned when we met with you. Since our
KEY '73 Steering Committee does not meet again until Mbndéy, March

12, the statement will not be forthcoming until fifter that meeting."

The Rev. Emil H. Bunjes. Denver Area Coordinator for Rey '73:

'"We have no éfrategf for the Jews in our current propram.

We just hope to get the Gospel to the greater Denver community.
| "But if a person is in g place where he can witness to Jews,

so be it..

"We must be oliddient to the great commission, to go into
all the world and preach the Gospel. Jews are a part of the world."

He said he would be willing to discuss the matter with
Jewish leaders. "aAnd I hope they would be willing to listen to me

also. "

Dr. James Havens, a member of the local Key '73 committee,

said:
"In no w#y is Rey '73 or any section thereof designed as
a program to proselyte jews. |
"On the other hand a primary concern of Key '73 is to witness

“to nnndcﬁriatians. So I could not say Jews are of£ limits.
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I'm very syepathetic to them, but im no way could I say I would not
talk to a Jew sbout his zelation to Jesus."

(Penver Post, January 24, 1973)

Response bv Bakbi Tanenbaum {(Depker Post, Jan 25, 1973):

"I welcome the several statements by the distinugished
clergymen of Denver im vhich they have indicated that ‘there is no -
' stratepy for proseltyzing the Jews' in the Rey '73 Campaign. It is
evident however, that further clarification is needed between informed
and responsible Jewish leaders on serious amd fundamental t.healogi.cal
isgues which gre raised by some of the comments of the Dehber
ministers. From the perspective of some of the most serious Christisn
scholars, especially in the area of Bew Testament studies, Jews
hold a special place of election in CGod's economy and therefore are
not simply ®another part of the wordd® to be witnessed to. That
is a crucial issue msmy Catholic and Protestamt theologians have
confronted and regolved leading to 2 new respect for the living
reality of Judaism as a permanent faith and etermal source of truth
and value for the Jewich people. The Evangelicel community hac an
obkigation, it seems to me, to take seriousiy that point of view
wvhich is gaining ascendency in msny parts of the Chiistian academie
and theological wogld. Rey '73 reprssemts @n excellent oppertunity
for responsible evamgelicals to come teo terms with the asw under-
standing of Judaiswm and to respect it in its own terms and to cease
dealing with the mother f£aith of Christimity as if Judaism is
simply another religion to be converted out of its existence.

it would be extremely helpful if ieaders of the Rabbinical

Council and Christian leaders in Denver could start a serious and
mutuglly respecting dizlogue on these basic issues.”

Christianity Todsy Says Rey ‘73 does not envision Jews as

special Bategory. (Reiigious News Service, December 5, 1972):
“Though evangelical Christisns believe they must share

the good mews of the coming of the Messiah with all people, including
Jews, the strategy of the Rey '73 evamgelistic prograwm does mot
envision Jews ag a special categor;v, dccarding to an editerial in
the evangelical journal, Christisnity Today.
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“'Bvangelicais believe strongly that the Jew Jesus is the

Messiah prophesied in the 01d Testament Scriptures,® says the
editorial in the Decener 8 issue of the journmal, which is pﬁblished
here, * ‘Ihcy belizve that the Messizh many Jews look for to enter
Jerusalem's closed gate has already come and that ﬁhey must shere this
good news with everyome they meet, including Jews.®
| “IThe implication that to preselytize among Jews is to be |
anti-Semitic is far from the touth,' the editorial continues. "E_Iahodyl
is about to coerce amy Jew into accepting Christ as Saviour, and
nobody is going to zob Jews of their vivil rifhts in & pluralistie
society. Above all, no cvangelical zan ta%ke the Rew Testament
seriously and be anti-Semitie,’ |

“The editorial vas written in response to questions that bhad
been zaised in the Jewish community -a}‘wut the pessibilities of prose-
iytizing sfforts being undertaken i.n tanmction with the nationwide
evangelistic efforts of Rey 73. The editerial referred particularly
to comments by Rabbi Mave Tsmenbaum, ii}bexreiisious affairs director
of the Ameriean Jewish Comnittee, and o a colloguium on *Civil
Religion in Ameriea’ .cs—sf}omre& bj t!:e\a Committee and the South-
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary in I'ﬁal:e Forest, N.C.

~ "Rabbi Tanenbgum has called Eﬁtentz.m to the concern felt
by Jews whbn some Christians speak of ﬁhEﬁ..s hopes that the United
States will become a Christian nation.

"e can dismiss as wishfil thinking any amnounced zim by

.\‘
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uninformed Rey 73 participants of making the fnited States s Christian
nation and it very probably never will be,! Christismity Today says.
‘Ror should we hesitate zo pronounce ‘udgment upon the econcept of
civil religion in Ameérica; if there were such a thing,it would turm
out to be a Erankenstein monster that no deml; Bible belfever would
want any part of.* ' |

"On the Dasie theclogical issue of the relation of Christian-
ity as a faith te Judaism, Christisnity Today says evangelical
Christians do not agetece with the contentisn that Judaism is a ‘complete
faith not requiving ""£ulfillment” by Christimmity.*

"Nomethcless, it saw regarding the goals of Key 73, the

evangelistic aim ig not o proselytize Jews as a special category,
but to present Chxist 'fo all who do not lmow him.’

Wirhis dncludes atheists, agnostics and adherents to the
large variety of sects in America,' the oditorial concludes,'as
well as Jews, for whom Christians feel great concern, seseing them
as the chosen people of God to whom has beennimparted the 0id
Testament revelation through whose Davidic 1ine the Messish cace.®Y
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CATHOLIC RESPONSES TO KEY 73

The U. S. Catholie Bishops' Committee for Ecumenical and

Interreligious Affairs:

to all

The following memorandum, dated January 19, 1973, was sent
Catholic Bishops in the United States:

"Serious concern has been expressed by spokesmen of the
Jewish community about certain aspects of the 'Key 73’
program, and several inquiries concerning it have been
received by our Ecumenical and Interreligious Office. They
fear that Jews will be singled out in the implementatiocn
of the program.

“"In this memorandum our intent is merely to alert you, in
the event you are participating in 'Key 73', to this ecu-
menical aspect of the program. We believe that the sensi-
tivities of Jewish opinion may be taken into consideration
without any way weakening participation. It is the under-
standing of Catholic dioceses in the program that the over-
all objective of the 'Key 73' program is directed toward a
presentation of the Gospel to the unchurched and uncommit-
ted and the renewal of the Church. This may be accomplished
without singling out Jews or any other specific group.
Catholics recognize the pluralistic character of America
and do not seek a reaffirmnt;on of the old concept of a
'Christian America.'’

"It is our hope that these remarks will be of assistance to
you in your consideration or handling of the '‘Key 73' program.”

His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Manniung, Archdiccese of Los angeles:

Alluding to conecerns over proselytization by some Jews,

Cardinal Manning said that "the. primary object of Key 73 was not

proselytization of nmon~Christians but a deeper spiritual union of

ourse byes with Christ,

Archbishop Leo C. Byrne of Saint Paul and Minneapolis:

“In stressing our own renewal and apostolate, I take this
opportunity to again recall our respact for the beliefs of
those not of our faith, And I emphasize the gpiritual bond
linking Christians with those of the Jewish faith. We share
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the Word of God in the 0ld Testament, Indeed, Abraham is
our father in faith,"

Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR)

At a meeting of LCWR held in St. Louis on February 1, 1973,

a comnittee of nuns stressed:the need to distinguish between the pos-
- itive and negative potential of Key 73, an ecumenical program in
which more than 40 Catholic dioceses are participating.

"Key 73 can offer a means for Catholics to renew their life -
of faith and prayer as well as their understanding of the sacraments,”
said Sister Catherine O'Hara of St. Catherine's Gollege, Ss. FPaul,
Minn,

The negative possibilities of Key 73, the committee said,
were the denial of respect for and the threat to the faith of others
through some “rather rigid sectarian conversionist preaching," and
the possible retreat from the challenge of social concern into a sort
of 'modern quietism,” a form of mysticism emphasizing passive absorp-
tion in the contemplation of God.

' The committee endorsed the statements of those Catholic
bishops who have made it clear to their people that Catholic involve-
ment in Key 73 is in no way intended to preselytize Jews,

Seme Jewish groups have criticized Key 73 as being a prosely-
tization campaign or as suggesting that only the Christian tradition
is truly american. (Bational Catholic News Service, 2/1/73).

National Coalition of American Nuns (NCAN)

More and more dioceses are joining in the activities of Key
'73, as part of a nationwide "Crusade for Christ." Jewish spokesmen
have expressed concern that the crusade will renew the age-old pres-
sure on Jews to convert, but recently Rabbl Marc Tanenbaum suggested
that the Crusade could educate participants to respect the authen-
ticity of the faith of Jews. Ask your diocesan leaders to sponsor
the added clarification of this aspect of the Crusade.
(28th Newsletter of NCAN, Jan. 27, 1973).
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St. Louis Review, Official Arehdioccesan Newspaper

"Rey 73 and Mon-Christians"”

Those who fear "'Christian imperialism' should understand
that Key 73 is about as unorganized as most massive religious efforts
have to be., Particlpating denominations in Key 73 run the ideologi~-
cal gamut from the extreme right to the at least moderate left. Each
denomination is called upon to participate in Rey 73 in aceord with
its own beliefs and its own traditions. The very multiplicity of
those beliefs and traditions is the best guarantee against unwarranted
pressure being exerted on non-Christian Americans.

It should alsoc be noted that to a large degree Key 73 is, in
hallowed american Protestant terminology, not only evangelism, but
revival. The proclamation of Christ and His Gospel is to be made
first to ourselves, who already call ourselves Christian, to bring
ourselves to a more complete adherence to the persom and the teach~
ings of Christ. 1If Key 73 remains true to Christ and His teachings,
the proclamation of Christ to others will hardly be coercive. It
wiil be an {nvitation, not a command, and it will be directed to
those who have no religious affiliation, not to those who are already
at peace with their conscienee and with God because they have come to
terms with their need for church or synagogzue atfiliation.

Non-Christians will, we hope, understand that proclaiming the
Cospel is an integral part of the Christian vocation. We also hope
and expect that Christians will fulfill the command to teach all na-
tions in ways that fully respect the commitment of others to their
own religions, and the freedom and dignity of each individual to
choose, in accordance with the obligations he feels, his own form of
relating to God and to his brother. Father Edward J. O0'Donnell
Jan, 12, 1973

Catholiec Editor Raises iuestions about Key 73

By Religious News Service (1-19-73)

GARRISON, N.Y. =~ A Catholic editor here warns that Key 73
could be a "waste of time™ if those participating in it do not over-
come the 0ld dichotomy between evangelicals stressing personal holi-
- ness and liberals emphasizing socizl responsibility.

"Obviously, a committed Christian must be both perscnzlly
holy and socially respomsible,” says Father Charles angell, S.A.,
in an editorial in an upcoming issue of The Lamp.

The editor also takes note of concerns expressed by "my
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friend Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum of the American Jewish Committee.™

"I ghare in his concern that this effort at proclaiming the
Gospel might somehow imply that only Christians are real americans,"
says Father Angell. "And at this time of natiomal soul searching
we must not allow this campaign to lull us into some kind of a ‘my
country right or wrong' nostalgic jag which draws the veil of divine
blessing over evarything that boars the label 'made in America.'"

I wish I didn't have to write this editorial," Father .Angell
concludes, 'Nobody likes to question mother and apple pie. But I
am afraid that Kay 73 unlocks the 1id of Pandora's box. I really
hope 1'm wrong.

Catholic Times, Columbus, Ohio ~ December 15, 1972

Rey 73: Some Jewish Fears

"Not to be overlooked are apprehensions that have arisen
among some U.S. Jewish leaders on aggressive Christian evangelism,
especially at a time when several groups have ammounced intentions
of converting Jews to Christianity. .

The activities of the American Board of Missions to the Jews
and Jews for Jesus =-- neither related to Key 73 -- have alarmed
synagogue officials. Responding to these fears, Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
noted that Key 73 is not directed specifieally toward Jews. The
national divector for interreligious affairs of the Ameriecan Jewish
Committee urged increased Jewlsh-Christian dialogue, instead of more
efforts to convert Jews.

Jews concerned about the impact of Christian evangelism in
their religious communities were heartened by stxong stands against
anti-Semitism taken by the two largest U.S. Protestant dencminations --
the Southern Baptist Convention and the United Methedist Church --
in the Spring of 1972. Both of these Churches are major Key 73
boosters, Thelr blasts against Christian attitudes of superiority
over Jews in wany ways paralleled Vatican Il's Declaration on the Jews,

Through a widely distributed publication of its Board of
Evangelism, the United Methodist Church informed its congregations
about the concerns of Jewish leaders as Key 73 approaches and reported
Rabbi Tanenbaum's statement, (Religious Rews Service).

Newark Metropolitan Area:
Father Donald C. Rackley of St. Joseph's Church in Roselle,
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N. J., denied that Key 73 poses a threat to the Jewish community
because of its evangelistic emphasis, "'The thrust is to people who
have abandoned the Church, to get them back through Expressions

of our Christian Concern."

Cincinnati - Father Carl Moeddel, ecumenical officer for the Arche
diocese of Cincinnati said _ ‘

- He said he has noticed a reaction to the crusade among =
Jews. '"'The legitimate reaction of the Jewish community to Christian
evangelistic efforts as they have historically known them."
(Cincinnati Enquirer, January 6, 1873).
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PROTESTANTS RESPONSES T0 KEY '73

- The United Church of Christ:

(New York, N.Y. January 26, 1973)--"The formation of an
ecumenical agency to foster Jewish-Christian dialogue in the United
States has been urged by the board of directors of the United Church
Board 6fur World Ministries, overseas mission arm of the two-million-
member United Church of Christ.

“In asking the directors to recommend formation of the
agency, Rev. Dr. David M. Stowe, executive vice-president of the
United Church Board, said that this is a time of 'heightened uncertainty
end. even tension' between Christians and Jews in the U.S.
g ;
“The news media have carried a flock of resentful or
suspicious Jewish reactions to Key 73's announced intention to
"confromfi every person in North America with the gospel.' Such
phenomena as "Jews for Jesus" confirm Jewish fears that they are
to be made the targets of a proselytizing campaign,® Dr. Stowe said.

_ "'These concerns about renewed Christian interest in
evangelism are added to deep and lingering hurts springing from the
widespread refusal of Christians to rally to the Israeli cause at
the time of the Six Day War in 1967.

"'If the bad record of Christians with respect to Jews is
a reason to avoid all Christian witness to them, then does not the
bad record of Christian imperial powers similarly forbid mission to
any of the Third World peoples who have suffered from Western
colonialism and racism?

"®Je are committed to interfaith dialogue around the world, '
Dr. Stowe pointed out. 'If we are incapable outselves of participating
in interfaith dialogues with the major non-Christian sector of our
own society, with what integrity do we encourage Indian Christians
to enter dialogue with Hindus or Japanese Christians with Buddhists?’

"Encouraging Jewish-Christian dialogue would also demonstrate
'genuine interest in our Jewish friends, their conwerns, hopes,
anxietfes and well-being in America asnd in the world,' Dr. Stowe
told the Board.
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American Baptist Convefifiion:
"The year 1973 will be a big one in evangelism. Campus

crusades and Billy Graham will continue to attract large crowds of
people in mass mﬂetingg. The 130 religious groups participating in
Rey 73 will be energetic in their religious advances to disenchanged
church members and to mmn-church members.
' "pg a result of the Christian evangelistic effort, the Jewish

feligious commmity will react against the whole idea indicating the
.fact that Judaism is a self-aufficient and complete religion and that
Jews fear proselytism as a possible strengthening of anti-Semitism."

(Frank A. Sharp, Amexican Baptist News Service)

United Chqpﬁh of Christ:

"Home land Board Focuses on Evangelism: Rejects Natiomal

 Rey_'73 Role
| "The.direetbrs of the UC Board for Homeland Ministries, at
their fall meeting, adopted é policy statement on thé Key '73
evangelism effort, giving three basic reasons for the decision nmot
" to participate in the national caﬁpaigqi

1. that the Key '73 definition of evangelism is narrower
than the UB? dndérstanding that 'evangelism cannot be separated from
the tosdlmissfon of the church;®

2. that Rey '73 assumes that 'a one-way chamnel of
individual salvation is sufficient for embodying the gospel in

society;’
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"3, that Rey ‘73 is 'vulnerable to .the temptations of
retreat from the public aren# prevalent w:l.thin the biblicist and
fundamentalist tradition.’'

"#The church is at its evangelistic best when it embodies
word-in-deed, corporately as well as personally,' the BHM
directors declared."” (December 1, 1973)

Lutheran Church in Americap Pacific Southwest Symod
Excerpts from Pastoral letter issued by Bishop Carl W,

Segerhammer to all pastors of synod:

"Our Church, in comert with many other Christian churches
and groups, is engaged in Key '73. That program has stimulated
both celebration and wide involvement. It has, at the same time,
aroused some fears in both Christians and non-Christians alike.

"l. We live in a religiously pluralistic society. O
right to freedom of conscience requires that we extend that same
respect and right to freedom to bohers.

"2. We cannot limit §od. He may move in many ways with
which we are not familiar.,,:'and to which we are not committed. But
God limits us £0 witness to Him as we know Him in,Jesus Christ. To
Him, we are committed.

"3. We must keep clear the distinction between proselytism
and witness, Christians are called to witness, not to proselyte.

"4. The Word of God umst speak first to our indifférence,
apathy, worldliness and self-centeredness. Then we can become
involved in Key '73 outside our congregations.

"5. Let us, in Key ‘73, address ourselves to the uncommitted
men and women of secular mind.

“Here Key '73 must go to work! More than 125,000,000 people
in the United St:ates are not even nominally committed to a2 religious
faith and are 'candidates for the recefition of witness.® Let
our thrust of witness be rowarda that group and not focus on those
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"In essence,

"Emphasize:

. the celebration of Christ's power, love, mercy,
freedom and forgiveness

. the study of scripture and theology

. awakening within our Church, our congregation

. renewal of personal faith and corporate concern

» Yecommitment to the Church

+ the whole connsel of God

“Avoid:

» triumphalism and elitism
.narrow focus on individual salvation (redemption)
without commensurate emphasis upon our corporate response (santti-
fication)
. a2 claim to have an exclusive cormer on spiritual
truth; that limits CGod to your :l.nsi.&ts.

hatically avoid dispara or denigrat other
faiths; to do so cheapens your own ‘

stance is this: in a pluralistic culture where many
religious claims are made, I must witness poth personally and
corporately to Christianity as revealed in Jesus Christ - and
witness with £aith and commitment.

"With respect to my non-Christian friends, I take my stand
with St. Paul (Romans 9- 11) where he insists that the Jews already
have a place in God's plan.

"let us not, Brethren; confuse evangelism with promotionalism.”





