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THE.NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY. JANUARY 21, 1973 

1Graham Tells of Reservations Over War 
By EDWARD B. FISKE 1 this business of civilians being ,;.,ithout the will to win. We en· 
Spoc!LI to Tile N~w York nmes I killed." tered the war almost deliberate· 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 20-The On Jan. 4, the North Viet· ly to l?se it. .. . 
Rev. Billy Graham,. the evan· namese said that a preliminary· "You see, when the Russians 
gelist, said in an' interview here survey had shown that 1,318 went into Czechoslovakia they 
that the war in Vietnam was a civilians died anti 1,261 were went· with such overwhelming 
"judgment of God on America" wounded in Hanoi alone in the power that there was no battle. 
and that he had had "grave December bombing. Nobody was killed. I don't think 
questions" abqut it from the On Jan. 10, the Syrians re· we sl!ould ever fight these long, 
very beginning. orted that 500 . civilians. had drawnout half-hearted wars. It's 
. Mr. Graham, who is a clos been killed in Israeli raids,· but like cutting a cat's tail off a 

friend of President .Nixon, wi Israel charged· that the asser- half-inch at a time." 
be one of the three preacher tion was a. "lie." Mr. Graham also said that he 
at a White House church serv· Mr. Graham continued, fear~ some o( the side effects 
ice tomorrow. morning. He wa~ "There is tragedy everywhere. of American involvement. "I 
interviewed this week in his Violence is something world· thought that. we were begin­
hotel room here. · wide. A thousand people are ning to destroy that which we 

He said that he had avoided killed every week on American went there to save," he said. 
making public his personal. res- highways, and half of ~ese are He said that ~ver the Y?ars 
ervations··about the war because attributed to alcohol. Where he had kept his reservations 
"then I would be forced to are the demonstrations against qui~t because "all through this 

tak 
"d · · th al h I''" . penod I have not been sure 

e s1 es m every war m e co o • whether our involvement was 
world." Mr. Graham, who looked fit right - or 'Wrong" and "didn't 

Asked 11bout his reaction to and relaxed · after completing want to get involved on either 
news of the renewed ·bombing his annual physical checkup at side." · · 
of North Vietnam last month, the Mayo Clinic. in Rochester, "I think it will take 25 years 
the evangelist replied "I'll be Minn. ... said that, contrary to to know whether Americ:i was 
honest with you 1 felt gloomy widespread opiniop! . he . ~ad right in ma~~ this commit-

. . · · never taken a publtc pos1t1on ment," he said. · . 
Like all Amenca.ns, I thought a either for or· against the war Mr .. ·Graham said that the 
cease-fire was imminent. I think in Southeast AAia. · . war in' Viet:Iµlm "is definitely 
that this was what caused the He· said that after American a judgment of God on Amer· 
reaction across the nation." bombers had renewed attacks ica." Like other social trends, 

, , on North Vietnam last month, iry.cluding .. "our mo~al · pennis· 
All Over The World he received more than 400 let· siveness and our v1olence," he 

J:ie said that war was "born ters and telegrams asking him said, it c~ ~e seen as. ~lfill· 
in the h~s <Jf human beings to. use whatever. influenc~ .~e ment. !>f .B1bhcal pr!>phec1e~ of 
who are in rebellion against m~ght have wtth President conditions . that. win precede 

,, · . Nixon to alter Amertcan policy. the second commg of Christ. 
God and that such v101ence Most but not all he said He said that war and violence 
would persist unless mankind sought an end to th'e bombing'. would end· only when jes;is re· 
experienced wholesale repent- Mr. Graham said that the turned to judge and rule the 
ance· of sin. President had not asked· .his world. · ~·we're au breakers- cf . 

Regarding the renewed bomb- opinion about the renewed God's ~aw," · he said. "I knc:w 
ng, he said, "If I understand raids, but he declined to say that. I ve. alr~ady pl~aded gurl­

correctly from North Vietnam, whether he had raised the is- ty and said, Lord, I m at your 
they had 300 or so civilian sue himself. mercy. I'm saved by the love 
'casualties, which is about one· Asked about his though~ on !ind· mercy of Chr.ist,, ~nd this 

. half of what the Syrians say the wai, he said, "I doubted is a wonderful thmg. 
hey had. last week from Israeliffrom the beginning over send- I 
ombs. It's all over the world; ing American troops anywhere. llEMEMBEB THE NEEDllST! 
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Mr. Harold Ostroff, President 
Jewish Workmen's Circle 
175 East Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Ostroff: 

~·t • · -. . . .... · • .,,_ ...... -;;:....i-~..-...:. . .... ............ . 

January 31, 1973 

A copy of your statement regarding the interview with the Rev. Dr. 
Billy Graham in The New York Times was bro~ght to my attention. 

Given the nature of the quotation attributed to him relative to 
Israel, I can under.stand the reason for your response. But as a 
matter'of my personal conscience, I feel an obligation to inform you 
that it .would be extremely unfair to judge Dr. Graham's attitude to 
Israel on the basis of this brief quotation. 

As a result of a personal relationship which I have enjoyed .with Dr. 
Graham, r" can te~tify categoric~lly that Dr. Graham is a trusted 
and d~voted friend of the people and the State of Israel. It would 
be u.nfortunate in the extreme if the impressic;m were left, especially 
in the Jewish connnunity, that the opposite were true. We. have a 
moral obligation to treat the friends of our people fairly and 
honest~y. 

This is not to say that we may not have differences with Dr. Graha.rr. 
on other questions, but certainly where we do have a common under­
standing we should not allow it to be misunderstood and misrepresented . 

I hope you will have no objection if I undertake to share this point 
of view with other leaders in the Jewish community who may have 
gotten a wrong impression as a result of this episode. 

With warm good wishes. 

MHT:MSB 

() 
Sincerely, 

~ "· · : . ( 

Rabbi ·Marc H. Tanenbatnn 
National Director of 
Interreligious Affairs 
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Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Dir~ctor ot 
Interreligious Affairs 
American Jewish Canmittee 
165 E. 56th St. 
Nev York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

R KMEN'S C 
NEW YORK . N . Y .. 10002 

February 6, 1973 

\ 

Thank you very much for taking the trouble 
to put in perspective the statement made by Dr. Graham 
to vhich we took exception. 

We did not think that the statement .should go 
unchallenged, but ve have no thought ot carrying this . 
any further once he vas confronted vith his remark and 
responded that he has no animus towards Israe1. We 
need friends, ve have alvays had enough enemies. 

Incidental1y, we are very veil aware of the 
excellent work you are doing to promote good relations 
between Jews and Christians, and we have no desire ex­
cept to be helpful.. 

With best vishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

-2"L' ~/ 
~ft /~ 
President 

opeiu-153 

' ······- ·---·-·· ··-····-~~ · ·- . 

I R C L E 
TEL. 674 - 3400 

, -

·-
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Rev. Dr. 

.. i/ 
Billy Graham 

January 31, 1973 

Montreat 
North Carolina 28757 

Dear Billy: 

I felt a moral responsibility to you and to our friendship to 
send the enclosed letter. I hope it helps clarify a confusion 
which is unfortunate and unnecessary. 

It has been on my mind for some time to be in touch with you 
about the possibility of our having a conversation regarding 
Key 73. The problems of proselytization and respect for conscience 
require some basic clarification between the Evangelical and 
Jewish communities. From my recent travels around the country, 
I a...'11 persuaded that the earlier it could be done the better for 
everybody ·concerned. If there some chance that we could meet 
in the near future? 

With warmest good wishes and my prayers for God's care over you . 
and your lovely family, I anl 

MHT :MSB 
Encl. 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director of 
Interreligious Affairs 
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Mr. Harold troff 
Executive Vice Pr~sident 
United Housing Foundation 
465 Grand Street 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Ostroff: 

.,_ . ·~ -·; ·-· 

January 31, 1973 

A copy of your ·statement regarding the interview with the Rev. Or •. 
Billy Graham in The New York Times was brought to my attention. 

Given the nature of tbe quotation attributed to him relative to 
Israel, I can understand the reason for your ~ as a 
matter of my personal conscience, I feel an · _ ttgit1on; to i orm you 
that it would be extr~ly unfa.ir to judge • Graham's atti ude to 
Isra~l on the basis of this brief quotation / 

As a result of a personal relationship which I have enjoyed with Dr. 
Graham, I can testify categorically that Dr. Graham is a trusted 
and devoted friend of the people and tbe State of I.srael. It woul d 
be unfortunate in the extreme if the impres&ion were left, especially 

-to the Jewish community, that the opposite ~re true. We have a 
moral obligation to treat the friends of our people fairly and 
honestly .. 

I 

This is not to say that we inay not have differences with Dr. Graham 
on other questions, but ·certainly where we do have a . coamion under­
standing we should not allow it to be misunderstood and misrepresented. 

I hope you will have no objection if I undertake to share this point 
of view with other leaders in the Jewish community who may have 
gotten a wrong impression as a result of this episode. 

With warm good wishes. 

MHT:MSB 

BCC: Rev. Dr. Billy Graham 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbal.lll 
National Director of 
Interreligious Affairs 



My dear Marc, 

BILLY GRAHAM 

February 9, 1976 

, 
. ' 

TRank ~you-,:fic:n:, . ..:.yours. of January 16. Ruth and I 
are on the west coast of -Mexico- whe~e she is . 
recuperating from her recent illness--and .. I -a:m , .. · 
finishing a new book on the Holy Spirit. Unfo~­
tunately I had to cancel all engagements until 
April 1. I am going f~om here to the Mayo Clinic 
where I have two or three troublesome things that 
need _taking care of. 

I would certainly like to sit down and have a 
chat with you in the very near future. As you 
perhaps know, we have received an invitation from 
the evangelicals of Egypt to hold a Christian 
conference there next year. We have accepted their 
invitation on the basis: "if they can get permission 

' from the government." I had a brief discussion with 
Ambassador Dinitz about it and he felt that it cou,ld 
do nothing but good, because it would give another 
possible "line" into Egypt for future peace discus­
sions. Naturally I would not enter into the 
political situation in any remarks that I would 
make. It would be strictly a Biblical conference 
for the Christians. 

I had a wonderful time in Israel, though I felt a 
sense of despondency and discouragement on the part 
of a few of our friends there over the political 
situation. However, I see some signs of improvement. 

I presented to my wife at Christmas a little gold 
locket that she wears night and day that says in 
both .Hebrew .and English: "Pray for the peace of 
J erus.alem." 

Leighton Ford so deeply appre.ciated the opportunity 
he had with some of the Jewish leaders recently. He 
told me all about it and gave me a copy of his address. 
I thought he approached the subject with candor and 
deep concern for Israel. 
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Indeed I would like the type of meeting that you 
suggest. I will try to get some suggested dates 
to you in the next couple of months. The last of 
October or early November looks about the best 
possibility at the moment on my schedule, as the 
latter part of November I must go to East Africa . 

I hope 1976 proves to be a wonderful year in your 
life and ministry. I hope you will always consider 
me a friend on whom you can call at any time to be 
of any service I possibly can. 

Shalom, 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director, Interreligious Affairs 
The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 Street 

· New York, N.Y. 10022 



., ~/ 

SOL A. DANN 
ATTORNEY ANO COUNSELLOR 

5846 ELDERGAROEHS ST. 

SAH DIEGO, CAUF'ORNIA 92120 
(714) 287-1255 

Dear Dr. Kaplan, and Dr. Eisenstein, 
,, 

Inasmuch as I lack the ability and •expertise' to discuss problems relatin~ 
to "religious-beliefs" with a man like the Reverend Billy Graham 7 I submit 

·this matter should be pursued by the experts in the A.D.L, American Jewish 
Congress, American Jewish Committee and others. Especially Rabbis like your· 

lf,Emanuel Hackman, Ari.t, et. al. AND I SO REQUEST. ' 
) .. , I '"'110 • t • ' • 

. ' ' It would be better if my name and correspondence were not even mentioned. . -

-· 
. ,, 
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Boz 997, Montreat, North Carolina 28757 

- February 5, 1973 

Dear Rabbi Tao.enbaum: 

#0 Calta H-. Srlhtq, A.....Zio 

4.U GtaMm A---. Wmmpep, Canada 

~7 C...,..,.,. Rood. Loosdoa, '!'f.W. I, England 

lOfl A_,.. cla C1aamp-EI,_ Paria, p,,._ 
P.O. 8- 810, Atld:ltlnd,. NN Zcala"4 

I~ .,.,,,._,,,,ofi' °'"'""""°" 

Your good letter of Januar,y 31 
ar~ived in Mr. G~aham's absence. - I will b~ing 
it to bis attention when he returns to the office 
in--approximately ten days. 

I note in your first paragraph .you · 
refer to "the enclosed· letter". There waa po 
enclosure with your lette~. · 

Best wishes • 

Si.ncerely , 

~µ£(·~ 
(Mts • l Martha W. Bridges 
secretary· to Mr. Graham 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director of 
lnterreligious Affairs 
The American Jewish Committee 
165 Bast 56th Street 
Bew York, New York. 10022 

_ Read DECISION magazine each month Listen lo "Tiu Hour of Decision" eaeh Sunday on Radio 



· ' February 13, 1973 

Mrs~ Martha W. Bridges 
'l'he Billy Graham Evangelist~c Association 
Box 937 
Montreat. North C&rolina 28757 

Dear Mrs. Bridgest 

lbank you for your thoughtful letter of February Sth. 

I regret that the letter that I referred to was not enclosed. 
I take the liberty of doing so now. 

In the meanti.8* I have received a .reply from Mr. Ostroff Which 
I · am pleased to enclose. I would -think that the epi.8ode is 
now closed. 

Please convey my warmest personal good wishes co Dr. Graham 
and bis aaaoclates. 

MHT:MSB 
Bncls. 

Sincerely, 

'Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director of 
Interreligious Affairs 
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OOMESTIC SERVICE -6- Th'llRSDlW, FEBRl1'\RY lS, 1973 

REP. MIZELL orr BID TO GRAHAM: 
NO INTENT TO ALIENATE ANYONE 

By Religious News Service (2-15-73) 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS) Responding to criticism by a group of local 
black Baptist clergymen of a proposed ili.J.J.y Graham evangelistic crusade here, 
Rep. Wilme!' D. Hize12. (R-N.C.) said it was not his intention to "alienate" 
anyone from participation in planning for the event. 

Mr. Mizell was host to an ad hoc group's luncheon here Jan._ 13 • It was 
attended by 80 area clergymen and business~en at which a decision was made to 
invite Dr. Graham to conduct: a crusade i::e::e next year. · 

The Baptist ~linisters Conference of the District of Columbia and Vicin­
ity a~opted a resolution Feb. 12 refusing to endorse the Graham crusade, 
charging that the Southern Baptist evanrrelist and hi·s associates had shown 
"insensitivity" to -.:-acial issues. The conference of 275 black clergymen of 
various Baptist bodies also stated·it had not been consulted concerning 
initial discussions on the crusade, and that no key black church leaders had 
been invited to the luncheon. · 

~nterviewed by Religious News Service, Mr. Mizell, who is a member of 
the Christian and Uissionary Alliance Church, said "four or five" black 
clergymen were invited to the luncheon, among them Dr. s •. s. Hodges, execu­
tive secretary of the Progress_iy~ Ji~t_;i.onal Bc;ptist _Conv.ention; --Inc.; · De±eg~te __ 
Walter Fauntroy ·co-D;.c.);··who is also pastor of New Bethel Baptist church; 
the Rev.. Jerry Hoare, pastor of. 19th Street Baptist churCh and also a member 
of the· District of Columbia City Council, and the Rev. Wesley Oiley, pastor 
of Covenant Baptist church, all of. \'lashington . · 

Mr. Mizell, c;i. former major league baseball pitcher, said the luncheon 
was a rrtype of meeting that was impossible to have everybody there that 
should have been there." Those asked to come were "invited as ind~viduals, 
but they came from all · the major denoraina tions, a·s well as Christian business­
men," he said. "This was really the only way to find out what the cross-
section of feeling was.n · 

Asked who invited the 80 people to the luncheon meeting, the Congress­
man said: "There were a number involved going back almost two years . I had 
been asked by several who were interested (in having a crusade) if I would 
take responsibility ·of trying to bring together the community for such a 
meeting as this • · · 

"I suppose one of the first things done was a letter mailed to all 
clergymen in the area from different ones' including different cong·ressmen 

not all from the South . It was just finding someone, an active layman 
like Congressman Al Quie (R-Minn.) who wrote to the Lutheran ministers; 
Congressman John Dellenback (R-Ore.) who wrote to Presbyterian ministers; 
(former) Seno (Len B.) Jordan (R-Idaho) who contacted Methodist ministers 
to let them know of the interest that had been building for such a crusade, 
to alert them of the possibility, and also to get: a feedback from the 
corronunity. 

(more) PAGE -6-
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DOMESTIC SERVICE -7- THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 197 3 

"Then Congressl'!'an Joh..'1 Buchanan (R-Ala.), who is pastoring a (Baptist) 
church in Southeast Washington while serving in Congress, contacted all the 
Baptist (ministers). Congressman Floyd Hicks (D-Wash,) wrote to a number 
of independent churches and to the United Church of Christ, and I agreed to 
write to other denor.dnations that didn't have men to contact." 

Asked if any Roman catholic priests were invited, Mr. Hizell said 
Congressmen ''Larry Hogan and Gilbe~t Gude (both R-Md.) contacted catholics 
in the area, and t:\·10 or three attended the luncheon. · I also wrote to the 
Episcopal Church of God, Nazarene, United Brethren and, of course, a number 
of other denominations, and if there was anyone in the area missed, it was 
one that I was not aware ·of. n 

~egarding the Baptist Ministers ConfGrence's statement ~hat no key black 
church leaders here had been invited to the luncheon, Mr. Mizell · acknowledged 
that only four or five attended and, in gi.ving the names of four, implied 
they were among "key black church leaders" in the area. 

The Congressman was asked if, since the popuiation of Washington itself 
is more than 70 per cent black, he anticipated there would be a proportion­
ately large representation of black clergymen, laymen and others involved 
in planning for the Graham crusade. 

"How large a group I really don't know," he replied. . "I know that it 
would certainly be the desire of all. those involved to ha've just as many 
involved as possible at the grass-roots leve1. And this was the intention 
from the very beginning -- that they .should be in on ~he grass roots and 
with the planning ••• 

nBut I think a Christian crusade of this type in the nation's capital 
would be far more than just a crusade in ~·Jashington, as in one of the other 
cities," he said . "I think this could have a national impact as well, because 
this· is the nation's capital and the eyes of the nation are focused here, so 
the · opportunity is · far greater for this area and for the nation than having 
it in another city • • • ·· · 

· "Hen like Dr. Hodges, Rev. Moore and Congressn:ian Fauntroy were strongly 
in favor of the crusade," Mr. Mizell said . 

Mr. Fauntroy will serve as co-:-cha'irman with Mr. Buchanan of a nominating 
committee to recommend members to an executive committee which will be in 
charge of the crusade, Mr. Mizell said. · 

. , 

The North carolina lawmaker explained that while the decision was reached 
at. the January luncheon to invite Hr . Graham to hold a crusade here, a formal 
_invitation has not officially been sent to .him. 

He said another meeting, "PO$Sibly in the nature of a prayer breakfast, u 
is being planned \-r.i thin a few months to which "all the pastors in the area" 
would be invited "to be a part of extending an invitation to Dr. Graham to 
come." 

Asked how many would be involved in extending the invitation, Mr. Mizell 
said that would be "hard to say. ·We have an awful lot of support at this time 
lf or such a crusade." 

-0- PAGE -7-



Inge Gibel Feb. zi, 1973 

William . Shafter 

Carleton Goodwin letter 

You will recall· I .inquired ·about 1:Jle: teasibility of invo1nng a local travel 
agent in coordinating an Israel trip for a Baptist group in -conjunction with 
1our program. 

You cautioned .that sw::h an O.P1.J1'08.Ch aigbt be political.13 ·inappropriate. As 
I explained, ve had in lliDd talking to Goodwin and suggestiug any help he 
might need. It vas '1113 idea to steer him towards Travel House, · an agenc1 whose 
owner, Mrs. Richard Sbapera is a membar of our Board and a generous contributor 
to AJC. As you can understand, such a ;1Darriageu \o/OUld have been helpful to 
me politically. · 

However, I should advise you tllat at this p()int the entire matter is somewhat 
moot. If I CDQ1 explain, a nucbor of the local Jewish agency execs recently 
got together to coordinate their Icrael trip propose.ls tor non-Jewish influen­
tials because there bad been some overl&pping, etc., in the community. tJpon 
inquiry, I learned that El il (~h'1se repMsentative is a former AJC Bo3l'd r:sember) 
has alread1 been in comnunication with Goodw.i.D. It seems that Gcodwin bas the 
reptltation ot being a hustler end has in mind a tour which might suit his ovn 
financial gains. He is not '1!."'ell 11kec1. With this in mind it voul.d seem that 
we are both out iD the cold. So, ccnG:ider the matter clo.sed. 

Best regards. 

WS/llc 
cc: Hurray Friedman 

Rabbi Tanenbaum 
Isaiah Terman 

dictated but not proofed 
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Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Marc: 

Feb . · 27, 1973 

I am enclosing a batch of correspondence between 
Sol Dann of San Diego and the office of Bi l ly Graham. 
Sol Dann is someone you may know; he has been a very 
active defender of Israel and now has taken up the 
cudgels against Bi lly Graham's column in a way which 
I think is ·well justified. I think you will find 
the response of Mr . Featherstone i s disenginuous. 

Since many thousands , and perhaps millions, r ead 
Billy Graham' s colunm I believe the Americ an Jewish 
Committee ought to get into this and prepare a defini-

· ti ve statement on crucifixion and the Jews; perhaps 
even a research study .on J ewish methods of capi tal 
punishment which, of course, never included crucifix­
ion . Mr. Dann, as you see, prefers ·that he not be 
mentioned and I think he is quite correct. 

Please l et me know whether ·your office can get 
to this . 

IE:r 
encs. 

All the best . 

Sjinderely, 
\ 

'.' {;;(;(_ 

I Eisens tein 

Rabbi Mordecai M. Kaplan, Founder; Rabbi Ira Eisenslein, President; Herman Levin, Chairman of the Board; 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Jacob M. Alkow. David Aronow, Mrs. Aaron M. Aronslein, Lavy M. Becker. Montreal. Lionel Bernstein, Samuel Berson, Max 
Borgenicht, Louis M. Bunis, Buffalo, Judah Cahn, Jack J. Cohen, Jerusalem, Lawrence Crohn, Richardson, Texas. M:'lrtin Dash, Irving Driesen, Melvin 
Dubin, Myron Eisens1ein, Julius Fligelman. Los Angeles, Julian Freeman, Indianapolis. J. Harold Garlunkel, Arthur Gilberl , Miss Hannah L. Goldberg, 
Abraham Goodman, Mrs. David Greenberg, Paul S. Hillin. Mrs. Reuben I. Isaacson. Saul Jalle. Philip M. Klutznick, Chicago, Julius Kushner, Maurice 
Linder, Anion Marguleas. San Francisco, Benjamin William Mehlman, Alan w. Mil ler, Joseph Murez. Los Angeles. Sidney Musher. Ludwig Nadel111ann, 
Clarence Oshin, Maxwell W. Passerman, Daniel G. Ross, Mrs. Albert P. Schoolman, Mrs. L. M. Segall, Harry Shiffman, A. Walter Socolow 



Dear Marc: 

BILLY GRAHAM 

Montreat, ~.C. 28757 
February 28, 1973 

Enclosed is a statement 
that I am releasing to the press 
relative to the concerns over KEY '73 . 
I am hopeful that this statement will 
help in part to clarify the problems . 
that have arisen. . 

You may 'use this state­
ment in any way 'that }\ou see fit. 

With warmest personal 
greet in gs , I am 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
The American Jewish Conunittee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 
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STATEMENT BY DR. BILLY GRAHAM: 
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Thirdly, along with most evangelical Christians, I 
believe God has always had a special relationship with the . 
~ewish people, as St. Paul suggests in the Book of Romans. 
In light of that I have never felt called to direct my 
evangelistic efforts to Jews or any other particular group. 

Lastly , it would be my hope that KEY ' 73 , and a·ny 
other. spiritual outreach program, could initiate nation-wide 
c_onversations, which would ·rais"e the spiritual level of our 
people and promote mutual understanding. 

-30-

Feb. 28/73 · 

·. 

.... : 
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Dr. Billy Graham 
Montreat. North carolina 

Dear Billy: 

March 1, .1973 

Our Tuesday afternoon witb you was a great moment in our lives, 
and I just wanted you· to know how grateful Gerald St~ober and I 
are for the privilege of our friendship with you. 

I c8me away from our conversation persuaded that you have the 
capacity to make a · ~storic contribution to the clarification 
of relatio~shlps between Christians and Jews in our century • 

. I-f the words vhicb you shared with us about God's Covenant with . 
Israel and your attitude toward aiss·'°u·to-the-Jewe are made 
public in an appropriate forum. I can assure you from the per- · 
spective of twenty years in this field that your declarations 
will literally help change the entire frame of reference within­
wbich Jews and Cbrletians relate to each· other. Your word will 
become • source of great healing and reconciliation that both our 
people desPer'ately need. · 

I have discussed with several of our leaders extending to you an 
invitation to address ~ of our major national leadership con­
ventions and the respon·se bas been heartwarming and enthusiastic. 
Very shortly I will send you, as JOU have suggested, . several 
proposed date~ and sincerely hope that you will find it possible 
to address our national leadership on one ·of those occasions. 

F.ncloeed please find a copy of the press release and our statement 
wblch_we plan to issue t~rrow ~rnlng. I cannot begin to find 
words adeq~te to express. my deep personal plee.sUX'e over the 
several conver·aatlons we have bad during these past few days . I 
ho~ that we will have the opportunity to continue to meet at your 
convenience and to explore further bow we can contribute to the 
solid)fyf.ng friendship. mutual respect and understanding between 
our two great historic ·faiths and peoples· • 

... 
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With much appreciation to both you and Ruth for your unfailing 
courtesies and generous hospitality, I am, 

MH'I':as 
Ence. 

Cordially as ever, 

Rabbi Marc H.· Tanenbaum 
National Director 
Interreligious Affairs 



,. 

Mr$, a.thl 
. March 1 1973 . 

• • 

MQ11treat, North Cerolina 

Dear ' Ruth: 

·Both for Gerald Strober and myself .I · sbould like to tell you 
bow ~ateful we are for your wan and gracious hospitality. 
It was one of the lcndlest luacheou ttl&t we have been privi• 
leged to have bad aa long as w caa remember. 

Meeting you for tbe flnt t:IBe, I can lioW understand all .die 
. better vbat a great souree· of splrltual atreagth JOU bave been 
. to Billy ta bis God•glvea ministry. 

,· 

You indicated some interest .ill my reference to the article 
on "Jesus .. by Prof. · DaVid Flusae:r that bas. recently been pub­
lished in _the Encyclopedia Judaica iD Jerusalem. I am happy 
to enclose a copy. Also enclosed are several other essays 
vbich yau may flnd of sane interest. 

I hope we have oecaslon to meet apln in the near future and 
would lave to reciprocate-your cordial hospitality. In the 
meantime,. my warmest ·personal good wiabea and my prayers for 
God's bles.siags and c:ootinued care over you, Billy and your 
lovely f•ily. · 

!IRTtas 
Face. 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Marc R. Tanenbaum 
Rational Director 
Interreligious Affairs 



Rev. T. w. Wilson 
·:eox 877 . 
Montreat, North caroli.Da 

Dear T. w. : 

March 1, 1973 

b rl 

In behalf of Gerald Strober and myself, I would like you 
to know how very 11UCb w appreciated your thoughtfulness 
and courtesies when we visiced with Dr. Grabaa on Tuesday. 

You have been unfailingly warm and receptive and we hope · 
that we will find adequate opportunity to reciproc:ate your 
ld.ndneaa .• 

Warmest personal good wiabea, I am. · 

MHl:as 

Paitbfally. 

&abbl Marc BP Tanenbaum 
Rational Director 
Interrellgioua Affairs 

I / .. /t., "{--~ __.,,.., 

: 

' 
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AmNDEES+ 

Press Conference - Rabbi Hare Tanenbaum - March 2, 1973 

Barry Doyle. Chr1st1an1ty 'foday 

Steve Flanders, WCBS Radio 

t~a re Howard , \rP IX-TV News 

Mr. Kashy, Israeli Student Bulletin 

Arthur Matthews, P. R. B111y Graham 

James R. McGraw, Chr1st1anf}y add Crisis 

Sam Nor1 ch, Jew1 sh Student Press Service 

Mr. Y. Rab1, JTI 

W111fam Reel, N. Y. Daily News · 

Garry Rosenblatt, Jewish Week 

Raphael Rothstein, Ha'aretz add Jewish Chronicle 

W11,1am Toohey, l~atfonal Public Radfo 

Darrell Turner, Reli gious News Service 



.... .. 

Rabbi Marc H. TaJ?.enbaum, 

SOL A. DANN 
ATTORNEY AlllD COUNSEl,LOA 

'!llrnnm:.cRm.~ 5754 Bounty St., 
SAN DIEGO, CAUFORNIA 92120 

March ), 1973 

(714) 287-1255 

RE1 REV. GRAHAM'S MISREPRESENTATIONS THAT 
~THE HEBREWS USED CRUCIFIXION" 

Director of American Jewish Committee, 
New York City. ' 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum, 

The above matter should be of particular 1nteres.t to you, not only because 
of your own eloquent writings on Key 73 and Christianity, but because of 
your complaint that the "professionals" heading our Jewish Organizations 
lack the courage and ability to put their "book-knowledge" into approp­
riate USE, when the occasion calls for action. 

- • f • 

Altho Rabbi Herzberg of The American Jewish Congress and other Rabbis 
have been requested to pursue this, I feel thpy lack your unusual courage 
and ability to DEMAND that Rev. Graham publish a correction .of his previous 
m1srepresentations1 with the same· prominence in all his syndicated col­
umns as his previous misrepresentations. (This is the rule under the law 
of 'libel & slander') 

It occurs to me that this matter presents an unusual opportunity for you 
and your publication. 

P.S. Should you desire to pursue this matter, you are free to do so 
without mentioning my name. It would be much more effective if it 
were done entirely on your owni as a matter that came to your attent­
ion by reading one of· his widespread syndicated columns. 



~ilm Comes To Area Theaters · Cv.:.:t.: , ~~ i.- l-f- -?'f 

Billy Graham Mini-Crusades Start .Wednesday; 
I 

Theaters and pertonnance t1Jne~ 'sy BEN L. KAUFMAN whole Bllly Graham crusade organ-
Enquirer Rerorter h:atton Into Riverfront Stadium. 

Billy Graham crusades begtri Ash Anderegg said his first cochalr-
Wednesday or Thursday In movie man, Francis L. Dale. then publisher 
theaters In Campbell, Butler. Warren ·of The Enquirer and an active 
and Hamllton Counties, meant. to United Methodist, turned the 
give local evangelism an uncommon emphasis around B.fter an encounter 
boost.. with Graham at the White House. 

The programs focus on a new However great a Graham crusade 
film from Graham ·s World Wide might be, It would take years to come 
Pictures, "Time To Run," and end to Cincinnati, and then, It would 
with calls to come forward after only be meant to boost local evange-
each performance and commit or llsm, Anderegg recalled Dale a.r-
recommlt live& to Christ. gulng. 

The evangelistic effort runs The breakfast group that met for 
· Wednesday-March ~ and tickets at months and developed the appllca-

the door cost $2.50 each. Any profit tlon to the Graham organization 
goes back to the Graham organize.- agreed with Dale. It decided to seek 
tton, which doesn't bother local the smaller. mm-oriented Graham 
sponsors, spokesmen said. program, and some, Anderegg said, 

"Th 8111 G h A 1 ti not liking Graham's style, rejected 
e y ra am ssor a on the ldeL 

' takes all the risks," a Mlddletowa 
· cnuade orgaaller e111lalaed. "If they -.'.'Time to Rua" is about a modern, . 
\ hive no trowds, they take the gamble. weihflly w&lte sU&Gfban Prodigal Son 
'bat if they mate money off o'f it, well who ruas away and finds his way bark 
and good." through Cbrist,Andere11 said. 

Local church members sell the In an offlce Jent by a College Hill 
tickets, and they may buy some congregation, "Time to Run" has set 
advt!rtJslng, 'but their Investment Is ~ 
tiny compared to the theater rents ' 
and other costs Graham's group 
assumes. l 

J 
The Graham team provided 

training manuals and tt.s successful 
organization formula and pays the 
bllls. Participating congregations 
volunteer the labor ot love and share 
the rewards according to their follow 

1

.: 
ui. on persons who come forward to · 

. gtve their lives to Christ . 
. · •. , Moreover, experience elsewhere 
' ':b& shown there can be a lasting 
• · 1Jr >act from the work shared by 

, .bt·adreds of men and women across ~ 
1 'Wlomlnatlonal lines toward a com- ~ 
I .mon evangelical goal. · I, 

l THAT IS the way R.A. And:regg ; 
sees It as the layman heading the 
mini-crusade In Hamilton County 
and Northern Kentucky. A United 
Presbyterian, Anderegg Is known as 
"Bud," and as Hamilton county's 
professional start administrator. 

Bringing In "Time to Run" Is the 
product or more than evangelistic 
fervor. he said. It Indicates a. shift 
from Cincinnati plans to bring the 

up a continuing operation. with a 
secretary and telephone listing 
under the film name. 

A Graham staffer has been 
checking on local organization, and 
Anderegg said first reports Indicate 
early sales have filled some of the 
I.heaters for many of the scheduled 
performances. 

Tension arose between sponsors 
In Hamilton County and Northern 
Kentucky and the Graham group, 
Anderen said. because the!Graham 
staff did n ot get the thee.ten desired. 

Three In the area wer!· rented, 
and a fourth has been adde . he said, 
to accomodate anticipated . owds. 

'TIME TO Run" Is to bl! a "tool" 
tor local evangelism, he· adctP.d, ex­
plaining that the breakfd'{;t iiroup 
that started the whole thine Intends 
to continue meeting at 7 ~m. most 
Tuesdays at Concordia Lutheran 
Church, Clifton. to see wlltre to go 
next. 

One change: they Intend to fast, 
pray and talk. rather than ~an over 
food, Anderegg said. 

are listed ln local papers. 
I 

When asked It "Time to Run* ' 
would be like "Behold The Man," an ' 
ecumenical and Interracial re)JgtoUIJ 
drama In Riverfront Sta.d.lum a ~ 
·pie years ago, AndereJg aud~­
wtnced. That effort falled to draw, a , 

· painful end to what ~me white I 
clergy ~d promoted as a chance tor I 
the black clergy t.o lead for a cha.J)ge. 
Whites and blacks stayed away .det- • 
spite exhortations that "Beholithe · 
Man" with Its bblack Jesus was be 
a symbol of what 9.' &S good abo the · 
city. 

1' 
Anderegg conceded thal !ult ', ' 

partieipatlon In Billy Grah•lll DI, I 
programs, rallies and criisa u.ls f 
usually consplruous by Its a e, · 
and the "Tlme to Run" group er .Is J 
no nceptlon: 

"We're basically white fol '!!Id 
"this ls-typical of Billy Grab ·" . 
Blacks have "very limited Yi 
tlon" In the film and pro d. 
not In leadership roles, he ~·de,. / 

' 
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' ·®lf@CiJ@fiiiiJ .. f}-B ~j§J~· _ffttrll~-@~-.JJ@w.~ 
. . -- .. By WILLIAM , REEL . ' - . 

. A rabbi who has of ten criticized the leaders of :f(ey 78, the Christian evangelical 
campaign; for refusal to forswear mass conversiops of Jews, hailed yesterday a state­
ment issued Thursday by the Rev. Billy Graham opposing missionary efforts that single 

---- .- --1 out the Jews as a ~ple. ' r·.---------·---·····-... 
I The rabbi1 . Marc Tanenbaum, : ,·. 
director of mterreligiotta affairs 1 ·• 
for the American Jewish Commit· t 
tee, praised n ·r . . Grah4m for say- : 
ing that "God has always had a , 
special relationship . with "the .1. 
'Jewish people." · 1 

Rabbi Tanenl>aum added that 
. the ·Rev. Graham bad moreover 

expressed to him in a recent con­
veration his ·belief that "God's 
convenant with the Jewish· people 
is forever." 

"Destined By God" . 
·. Caling Dr. GrahaJn "one of the 

great and ·good friends of Jews­
I believe be is diatined by God to 
play a crucial ~le il;l c~aryfying 
the relationship. be.twen Chris­
tians and Jew.s"-Rabbi Tanen· 

· ·1 baom said: · . 
"The views of Dr. Graham as-

sume particular importance in 
, light o! the findings of our lat· 
· est American Jewish Committee 
_ suTVey wf!ic"!t documents that a 
growing number of incident$ are 
taking place in public high· 
schiols and colleges as. well as in 
many communities in which Jew­
ish young people are 'beini;- ~ub-

1 jected to psychological Jiarass-

1 

ment, intimidation and social 
ostracism by fervid evangelists 

II and missions-to-the-Jews i;roups 
who are using Key 73 as a sane­

' I.ion for their disruptive · ilcli\>i· 
ties." .. ' , 

The aim of Key 73, whk h fea· 
tures TV specials, public prayer 

I meetings and a variety of c\•an· 
gelical activities carried out .by I some 200,000 participating con­

! gregations, is to "call thie con­
'. t inent to Christ" in 1973. Dr. 
, Graham · was one of the original I 
:. sponsors of ~he effort.. 1 



the Conscience of 
ts Reader 

Max Spiegelstein 618 E. Penn Street, 
Long Beach,New York,11561- 3/4/73 

some of the fo~lowing beliefs that prove conclusively 
that its source,the New Test?.ment is the Greatest 
Hoax ever foisted upon Humanity.Result has been making 
minds of children,unbalanced,and men and ~omen A-dolts • 

. ief that Paul heard and conversed with a voice~believed to be that ot Jesus 
where he sits on the right hand of the Majesty in Heaven. 

Lief that Pa11l's two witnesses or companions did not bear the voice,neither 
did they hear Paui•s answer to the voice. (Acts 22:9). 

~ief tho.t a :human being can be born,without father,witbout mother,but by the 
Holy Ghost,who is void of body,sex organs,etc. (Hebrews 7:3,8:1,Colossians. 
3:1) and(lst Corinthians 12:3,~Iatthew 1:18) • 

. ie:f that the Trinity,wberein the Holy Ghost and 'Jesus are one and the 
sallle Person,~nd that the Holy Ghost :fathered iJesustt!lJ.1~.~£-~~ frflff the 
Son his own ~ather. (Trinity and !st Corinthians 2.J, · • 

. ief that Jesus was God, yet he cried, "My God,My' God,why hast thou forsaken 
me?" (Matthew 27:1.16) {M:trk 15 :34) • 

. ief that Jesus attended the "Last Passover Supper, 11 ~l though St. John the 
in.fallible reoresentative of God, reports that Jesus was taken down dead, 
f r OJI the oroas,beca'Clse it was the Scriptural Law that before sundown , 
whereafter the Sabbath and the First Night of Passover began(It was a High 
Day) meaning that Jesus could not attend the Passover Meal as ~he was 
alrea dy dead and buried hours before the · celebrations of the ~abbatb and 
the Passover Meal began. ( John l91ll~131,36). 

ief that Transsubstantiation was initiated by Jesus at t~e Feast of the 
La.st Supper of the Passover Meal,cannot be true ~a St. ohn reports be 
Jesus was crucified,taken down from the cross and buried hours before the 
event of Transsubstantiation could be initi::lted. (John 19:1L~,31,36)(. 

ief that Jesus was a real person,whett faul,the inventor of the name lst 
Tbeaaalontana 111) and the founder of Christianity (1st Corinthians 3:10) 
confesses he never saw Jesus as he Paul was born out o:f due tim.e(lst 
Corinthians 15:8) also he admit& that he did not ~eceive the Gosnel from 
man,but . from Jesus in revelatian. This means he by-passed the Aoostlea of 
Jesus Christ who could have given Paul the exact words a.nd even'ts we are 
told they witnesseth,instead P~uJ. went to the pipe-line he had with Jesus, 
billiona .. or .. milea_._avat \Ji> · ·· ~J:ad conyersed with Jesua,wherefrom he got his \ 
Goanel (Gr'. lnti~ns 111 l, i2·7. . 1 ler-~nat J esus was a Iearned man,for he t aught the elders and the multitude \ 
yet he i s bel ieved by the New Test~.ment writers to be illiterate.for they \ 
report_ Jesus did not write,or rend from any book,neither did he lenve even 
one letter written of the alphabet , ·-i. l though reading and writing of the \ 
time was as common as eating • 

. e:f t h.:.t it wc-i. s possible to :feed .5000 Men not counting the women and the 
ohildren,with five loaves of bread and two small fish. When they were all 
fed,the discinles nicked up the left overs and :filled uo twelve baskets 
full of the pieces- of bread. (Matthew 14:15 to 21) 0 -

ef tho.~ Pontius Pilate tn.s a murderer,Judas ~scariot a Traitor,and the 
~ews killers of a God,when all over the New 4est~ent,the writers report 
es~s was to be killed,in order to save the World from 3in,nnd the 

S~plp~u;-es to be fulfilled. Also Catholic Bible History, Pnge 196, 
S~~t;1.~n· 6,._, Paragr nph 3,approved by the Infallible Popes,stntes therein 
t~at The. Jewish Paschal L8lllb was a figure of Jesus Christ that true 
ta~chal L.:;.mb for this reason Obrist was by his o~m Hill put' to death on 
phe {t~st._ on the same day a t the very hour that year by year the Jewish 
1.~sc o. mb was offered in the Temple.'' 

\ 
\ 

\ 
\ 
i 
; 
; 

\ 

\ 
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:·~:-·. Pre Jde~t or 
"1ne~ca1'.l Jewish Committee 
1~5 E. 56th Street 
New York,New York 10042 

Max Soiegelstein 618 E. Penn - ~.:~~­
Long Beach,New York,1~561-3/4/73 

Dear Hea d of AJC: . 
The continuation of Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum to lull the ~ewish People 

by his sup erficial statements,the latest being,"GrahalTl he iled as Friend of 
the Jews". Daily News,Page ·11, 3/3/73. 

An evangelist such as the type ot Grahara. could never change his 
goal,whi~h is to have all people follow and take on Jesus Chr ist. 

Rabbi ·J.1annenbaum alth:·ugh a Rabbi,I must put into the same category 
with all rlabbis is that they believe such a person as Jesus Christ once · 
existed,this is worse that the Christian Clerics believe that Jesus e~isted, 
for the Christian Clerics have a base of Rabbis to work from. 

. ~ 

Here is the cr ux of all the :)rblems of the Jews and· also their fellow 
beings others or non-Jewish belief - ,~ 

·i.'he answer is to awake the riabbis to what is right · and uhat wrong. 

I have enclosed a copy or Christian Beliefs that to an impartial 
intelligent person would prove ex>nclusively that Jesus Ghrist wa~ a }lyth,who 
thereby could not have l i ved. 

I must 
/ 
the im~ortr-:.nce of J 11w~her Jesus lived or not 11 must be 

· '4!!1JWU studied for here is I repeat ~he cause of all the World 1 s Ills. 

.. .___._ 
-, 
j 

I-:. 

! . 
'-·, 

I . . -

1973 years is enough time to give 
for unnecessary suffering 

j. 

. ' I' 

i 
I 

' 



WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY 
RABBI. MARC H. TANENBAUM": OF THE ANERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE . ·~ . 

· "BILLY GRAHAM AND JUDAISM" 

''I believe God has always had a special relationship with the 

Jewish people ... In my ·evangelistic efforts, I have never felt called 

to single out the Jews as Jews .•. Just as Judaism frowns on proselytizing 

that is coercive, or that seeks to cormnit men against their will, 

SO do I. II 

Those words were written a~d issued to · the press last Friday 

morning by Dr • . Billy Grah~. When you conoider the fact that Dr. 

Graham is the leading evangeliut in the nation, and probably in the 

world today, they assume unprecedented importance. Dr. Graham re-

turned last week from a trip throughout sections of the United States 

and became concerned about reports over growing acts o·f psychological 

harrassrnent", deception, and intimidation carried out by fervid young 

evangelists against Jewish young people on public high school ~nd 

college campuses. In addition, there were episodes of disrn~tion 

of Jewish religious: services by Ca.tppus Crusade for Chris~ ty?es, as 
. . . 

. is the recent case of Portland, Oregon and Dr. Graham became trou~led 

about the de~eriorating effect of such incidents on Christian-Jewish 

: relations. 

.... · ... · * Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is the National Interreligious Affairs Director 
of the American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion corranentary 
over WINS-Westinghouse Broadcasting System . 

. . '• . 

. ~· 
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At the ri:quest of Dr. Graham, I visited with him last Tuesday 

at his lovely mountain-top home in Montreat, North Carolina, and we 

·spent three hours together reviewing virtually every aspect ~f re-
: ' '! ". 

·· 1ationships between Christians and Jews here and abroad. Finally, 

Dr. Graham decided on his initiative to issue his statement clarifying 

for the first time publicly his opposition to proselytizing the Jewi~h 

corranunity, his corranitment to American pl~ralism in which all religious 

and racial groups are full partners, and his conviction that Judaism, 

as he told me, posesses a covenant J;rom God which is "eternal, forever, 11 

and not subject to abrogat~on. Dr. Graham has taken firm positions 

· in the past condemning anti-Semitism; .. he haa been a strong supporter 

of Israel on the basis of deep Biblical conviction; and he has been 

e:xtr:t:1ut::l.y · ·ht:lpi:ul. ·to tite cause oi Soviet: Jews. isaseci on his most 

recent statement on the permanent value of Judais~, and other positive 

convictions that he shared with me· during our meeting in Montreat, 

I am ~ersuaded that Dr. Graham is destined to·make ·a fundamenta.l 

and lasting contribution to the improvement of Jewish-Christian 

. understanding that may well become a 9istoric turning point in 

relations between evangelical Christian·s and Jews. 

73-700-?.0A 

.... 
. ·; . . . .. . . ' ~' ' 

. . . . . ~ 
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~· ' MEMO 
I 

\. 
from ~RAHAM J. BAYER 

March 7, 1973 

Dear Jim: 
() ,,.,,-::::>" 
) 'c.. 

This may be a serious item, despite its 

source. 

I 

\ 

. National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council 
55 West 42nd Street New York, N.Y. 10036 

Telephone: LOngacre 4-3450 
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SOL A. DANN. 
ATTORNEY AhD COUNSELlOA 

5846 ELDEAGAADENS ST. 
SAN DIEOO, CALIFORNIA 92120 

Feb. 10th, 1973 

17141 287-1255 

RE1 "CRUCIFICTION CONSIDERED DISGRACEFUL" 
BillY Graham column in to-day's S.D. Unio: 

Reverend Billy Graham, · 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55433 

In ~o-day•s S.D. Union you were asked "Why the ROMANS emp~oyed cruc1:f1ct1on"? 

·Your published answer was.1 "Cruc1f1ct1on .was RARELY used PY the HEBREWS" •••. 
(emphasis .added) - ··· 

It is my understanding that NEVER, at any time in all history, did the 
Hebrews ever employ cruc1f1ction. Therefore, please give me the source of 
your information. 

Also, since the question asked o~ly why the ROMANS employed cruc1fict1on, 
· why did you even refer to the HEBREWS? 

If you were misquoted, will you please inform all the editors that carry 
you~ column to PROMPTLY take all appropriate steps to publish a correction~ 

I anxiously await your valued reply. 

cc Mr. Dore Schary . 
ChEi1rman of .B'nS:1 Brith 
Anti Defamation Leagu~, 
315 Lexington Ave., 
N.Y. N.Y. 10016 

BILLY GRAHAM 
-==S=aivrd-~a~-~~".""h=lt="'=-•ry.;...· _:;~..:.' ,='9==7=]':=-.· """"""-====-=--.,_,;' i='·~TH:.:.:.:l~S::.:A:;;N~Dl:,:E,:G;:O:.,:U::,:N:_: .. ·~·~~N~~.:~=-!'~:!11 ! 

iii see~· ·~ure.ly;· a"i:nuch more; ' h!s'reign, owing, no:doubt, ~-~ l 

·'. Crucifixion · 
. . . ~ 

.·.:;' Considered: 
> ._p;sg;acef iii . 

• . . (OPY•Jth!1 Chica'° Trlbun~ 
. N.Y. NOWS S~ndl<ol• 

~- Would you tell me why, 
t~~ .~ employed cruci.: · 
f1x1~n as a -form. of capital; 

. punishment? Who could con-; 
ceive or such. cruel treabnerit; 
as pailing human beings to a;. · 
pole with a cross arm, set up : 
in a conspicuous placc,.ror. au.~ 

humane fonn of capital pun- · h15; gre!!t ren•rence for the 
Jshr_nent must have 'been·~ · cro·s~. ·I 
kno"\'.n. . .. -: . . • .; ::': .. <;; ·lt was used by the Romans : 

-A, Crucifi~ion was ~- for Jhe slaughter of slaves or 
used by the ·Hebrews, OiifTt ~alefactors of the worst 

• v.:as used by Ifie Carthagl-- kind. Roman citizens, how- · 
ri:ans, the Egyptian3, the Per- · ever, ·were exempt from · 
s1a~s . th~ Assyrians and tz:om . death by cruclfWon. - even I 
earliest times by the Greeks.: their worst crlmfnals. 
and the Romans. , · ... ·. - · Among the Jews, as well as . 

After the conquest of Tyie : the Romans, crucifixion was ; 
Alexander the Great orderef considered the most shame- j 
2,000 Tyrlans to be crucified · · ful, disgraceful kind of death i 
for their resistance to his ~ • It _seems then a great para: .! 

vasion of their territories. - ' dox~ that crucifixion was em- · 
Crucifixion, however was ·. plQ)'ed In the case of Christ 
abolished by Constantine, '. w~o.was of all men the puresL : 
proba\>fy toward the end of;,~ and lreest Jrom guilt. Paul . . . . .• . , o.' ~·- , 

wrote in Galatians 3, "Any· 
one who is hanged on a tree 
is cursed." but thank God he · 
a!So: wrote, "Christ brought 
us"out from under doom by 
ta~ng the curse ~or o~ 
wrongdoing upon HlmseU.. . 
That's . the marvel ~d the 
miracle of the Gosi>!!l. ''. · · 

__ , .. J . ~ -~ 
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SOL A. DANN 
ATTORNEY AAO COUNSELLOR 

I . 
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.•• ,-· I\ ~ ····· 
:I ··- ·········· _ ... ~· , .., R~ ... . . REV. GRAHAM'S MISREPRESENTATIONS THAT 

:- .... -- THE HEBREWS USED CRUCIFIXION ... ·:·i• ·.:··· ·· .. 

Mr. Isaiah M. M1nkoff ,, 
Executive Vice Chairman, 
National Community Relations Advisory Board, 
55 West 42nd , 
N.Y. N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Minkoff, , 

~"~ ' . 1971 ~ 

Because of your expertise in handling such matters as the above, the 
' 

enclosed is submitted to you for your consideration and pursuit. -- - ·- · 

'J:'' . 'oe 
J\ 

-~v-> 
\t'-' 

. ~<. 
' . 1..'k<-

~ 01 
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. February 

Mr. Sol A. Dann 

14, 1973 ) . 
~r~l ?,,] 

(\~ (_ . 

Attorney and Counsellor 
5846 Eldergardens Street ·· 

'·:san Diego, Calif<?rnia 92120 · 

Dear Mr. Dann: 

Thank you for your letter of February 10th, with the 
comments regarding a recent ''My Answer'' column. 

In Mr. Graham's absence; -· he's a.sked me to respond 
on his behalf . 

Apparently, the particular column you refer to was 
under date of February 10 and related to the subject 
of "crucifixion". Specifically, you were taking 
exception to the statement that crucifixion was 
"rarely used amo~the Hebrews", maintaining that it 
was never employed at a~l . 

.. . ·The sources for tllis statement in the column were 

._ seyeral, but included . the following : 
•:1.--\ ' ., .·~ :·• • r - - .,,, __ ._..,__-,..._ ... ,_,_,__ ·- - • .: • - .. • :- - • . .. "",_--;-" ;-- ":''• ..... ' '"'". 

·· · ·· · ·a)"Crucifixion •••• .•• ~ •••• was an important 
method of captial punishment particularly 
among th~ Persians, Seleucids, Jews, · 
Carthaginians and Romans . (Up to Constantine I, 
who abolished it.)" · . : 

.. . ·· -·-Britannica Encyclopedia 
· · . ._ · Page 825, Vol . 6 

b) "crucifixion was· f~miliar : to the Greeks, 
Romans, Egyptians~ : Persians and Babylonians ... 
The Jews received 1this for_m of punishment 
from the Syrians. a:nd the Romans. " 

~. ~~ Int~rnational Standard Bible 
· ,. · ..... ~;." .. ·'. ' Encyclopedia, Vol _. II, P 761 . . ·:... . \. . . . . 

. ·. ·.: ·\ , . . Liaftn to " The Hour of Dtcirion" each Sunda11 on Radio 

..... 

. ~ . : . "'" : .. -. . . " .. ' . . ' - . -· - . . 
-·-· • ____ ,., ..... ~.--.. ' •. If';. . .: •. .. -.:. •• _.:_· __ . - - - - · ~ ri 
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Mr. Sol A. Dann -2- Fe~ruary 14, 1973 

I know Mr. Graham. appreciates your interest in 
accuracyl and you can be assured that he wants these 
"answers ' to be correct in every way. When you 're 
dealing in spiritual matters, there's just no room 
f or error. 

We' re glad that you' re a reader of the :'My Answer" 
column, and please feel free at any time to correspond 
with us. 

RAF:LL 

Featherstone 
Executive Assistant 

.. . . --.~ . ........ .,. · - · ·· ··--· ,... ' j • • ..-.. .... - - .... ..-.... . 



Reverend Billy Graham, 
Box 937 
Montreat, N.C.· 28757 

Dear Reverend· Graham, 

SOL A. DANN 
ATTOAN[Y AAO COUNSELLOR 

~"~~~~9'"'MN~~- 5754 Bounty s~ .• 
SAN OICCO, CALIFORNIA 92120 

Feb. 22,197) 

(7141 287-12SS 

·Receipt is acknowledged of the letter of 
14th in your behalf, and appreciate his 
pond ••• ". However I believe this matter 
persof¥llly, as your $ynd~cated column •. · 

your Executive Director dated Feb. 
invitation "to feel free to corres ­
deserves the same attention by you 

Since Mr . Featherstone assured me .of "your interest in accuracy • • • (assur1ng 
me that you) want your answers to .be CORRECT IN EVERY WAY",(emphasis added): 
permit me to call the following to your personal attention.' 

· In my letter to you of Feb. 10th, I took exception to two statements; neither 
of which are correctly and appropria"tay answered by Mr. Featherstone. 

1) "Since the question only asked why the RO~NS ·employed crucifiction, 
why did you even refer . to the "HEBREWS".? 

There ts no answer to th1$ question in Mr. Featherstone's letter • 

.. 2) In. your answer you said "Crucif1ct1on· ·~as rarely USED ~ the Hebrews ••••• 
Mr . Featherstone (inadvertently) changed the word "by" to "among'' in quoting 
my letter, thereby changing the entire question. 

I heard you many times condemn the many crimes "amona::"us; the rapes,· murders, 
bigotry and racial prejudices. But that -didn 't mean that you or I were guil­
ty, because these crimes were "USED fil" otherss or because these crimes . 
were "FAMILIAR .. to you. You couldfl't preach so eloquently about them, unless · 
you were .. FAMILIAR ' with these crimes. · · 

The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia does 't say the'' JEWS" used this . 
~-· .. form of" punishment, ON THE CONTRARY, ·it says the "Jews received (were the 

." victims of) this form of punishment ~· (Parenthesis added) 
- . . 

i it is unnecessary to belabor these ~o1nts to a scholar 11ke yourself, but 
· having such a high regard for your desire to be fair ·and just, I do submit 
. that since your syndicated column .is published throu~hout America and read 

by millions, the erroneous statements concerning the Hebrews in your column 
: of Feb. 10th should be appropriately corrected. 

Incidentally I d1scovere4 several years a~o that the "BRITANNICA ENCYCLOPEDIA 
· does. not always_ speak the go_spel-tr·utb. They w1 thdrew several "research 
· pamphlets" distributed to purchasers of their sets, after it was pointed out 
: to tnem they were quoting from anti-Israel and anti-Semitic sources. But even 
·· the quotation· from Britannica doen't say that "Crucifiction was used BY the · 

Jews ••• "; nor do any of those mentioned in their bibliography. Incidentally, 
-. are you familiar· w1 th 11JESUS & ISRAEL" by. Isaacs or"THE TRIAL OF JESUS" by 

Justice Cohen? .. '. ·;' ~ - - Resp.ectf. ffo.o~·rjj . ()a~ ~'. 
'. I again await your personal .:r-eply,·i · , b-~--.,1 

·- -·· --· ··· ~-·- - -- ·· ·· ·· . __ _..,_ -- ·~ -· · .. ol .... ~. - ~: a · ·- _ _ -· 
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SOL A. DANN 
ATTORNEY AhO COUNSELLOR 

464rKeE«&MO£~. 5754 ·Bounty $~. (714) 287-1255 
SAN OIECO. CALlrORNIA 92120 

Feb. 23,1973 

. . 
RE1 ·ERRONEOUS QUOTATION ::Sf!OM "INTERNATIONAL 

STANDARD BIBLE ENCYCLOPEDIA'' 

Reverend Billy Graham, 
' Box ·. 937 

Montreat, N.C. ·28757 

· · ' : ·. ~ ·near · Reverend Graham, 
c!:. 

In my letter to you yesterday I ne~lected to also emphai1ze that Mr. Feather­
storie 's quotation from The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia is 
incorrect. The portion referring to the Jews was .taken out of context, anq 
does not 1n any way support Mr. Featherstone's contentions • 

. . 
Item 4 on pas;z:e 761 which contains various items concern1na: "eruc1fix1on" 
bes;z:ins with a statement that "AS ·AN INSTRUMENT OF DEATH THE CROSS WAS DETEST­
ED .BY THE JEWS". . -

. . 
'. 

Then there 1s a discussion about its "fam1liarity"among .-the "Greeks, Romans, 
: Egyptians, Persians and ~a'91onians." This sent~nce ends wi t _h a period. 
' . 
·The next sent4nce is independent of the former and 
Featherstone included as part of the same . thought; 

. 1n distinction of what the Romans did TO THE JEWS, 
form of punishment _!r.Qm ~he Romans and Syrians." 

contradicts what Mr. 
for it says as though 

"THE JEWS RECEIVED this 

. Merely because Negroes were "fam111ar"w1th lynching did not make them "users" 
. . Britannica's use of ,the word "among", doesAJt necessar1ly mean °BY 0

• 

i think you will agree that there ts a vast difference between Mr. Feather­
stone• s contentions and alleged quotations in h1s letter 0.rlted Feb. 14th 
and the complete statements in THE ·INTERNATIONAL STANDARD BIBLE ENCYCLOPEDIA. 

• • • • ' • ' ' • ' • •' ~ .. J ~ ·: ' ' ' ' I • • • • • : .-

·Your correction or your former answer could result 1n correcting horrendous 
false impressions that have existed for over 1900 years .•• that has . lead to 
the murder .and persecution of millions or Jews; to which I don't think for 

··a moment you want your.· 0 answer" ·in your column of Feb. 10th to add to. 

As you have .preached, "correction of a mistake pr nts great opportunities". 

. . P.S. ,:· I would ·appreciate your using AIR-MAIL in responding, as regular mail 
from the F.as~ to the West coast. often takes a week · for deli very. 

. . . 
~~;:,.:•iist~~;,:,/~:T.i.d~~~.-: ::""..'" '- . ·'· ... _,,;..... ____ _ .:._ · . 
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faded and/or illegible 



i61 Tim INTERNATIONAL STANDARD DIUJ,Jo; J.:NCYCf.OI•A'EDIA Crltldun 
Cron 

Gr 1anitt1:1~•', 111:tkl' 11.•r nf tlw,.,~ two wort!~. No 
worol i11 hmn:in lani:11n~1~ Jm,. lw1·omr. morn 11niv1•r­
!t:illv known t h:1t1 thi,. word, :lll•I th11t hN~:i.wm nil of 
t lw · hi:<t ury of t lw worlol ~i11r1! the! 1l<"nt.h of Chri:1t. 
h:1:1 h1·1·11 111r:1s11r1·d hy thr <li:1tn11rc whirh 11r.parnt.r.e 
rn•nt ~from it. The) s~·mhol nnd principnl cont.r.nt 
of the Chri,.t i:m r1•li:tio11 nnil of Chri:stinn civiliza­
tion i~ f1111111I ia t lii:1 one wor1l. 

Tlw cro~s orrur!I in :\t. lr:1st fonr dilTC'rC'nt forms: 
(1) the form 11~11:1lly 1<1•1•11 in pirtun·~. the cr11.t 

i111111i.'·'"• in whirh the upri~ht brnrn 
1. Fom1s of prnjt!l'tt-.1 nho\·e t.he ~horll'r cro:1!1piece; 
th<e Cross this is most likely th<' type of cross 

on whirh the l:iavio11r died, ns mny be 
inf1·rrr1l from t hr in:<niption whi<'h wns nniled above 
Iii~ l1l'nd; (2) the 1711.r ro111111i.'·"'• or St. Anthony's 
rru~:<. which h:1~ thr :<Imp<' of the lrttr.r T; (3) the 
( :r en'·"" of Inter tlntc, in which t.l1e pic•crs are equnlly 
lnnp;; (·I) the rrri.r rfrru.T.•ata, or St. Andrew's cross, 
\\

0 hirh has the ~hap<' or the letter x. 
Th<' rarly rh~1rd1 historians Socrntl'!I (1,17), 

Soiomrn (4!,1), Huiinu:i (1,i) :uul Thcotlorct (t11S) 
nil make mrnt ion or this t.rndition. l'he 

2. Discov- mo~t siJ?;nifirnnt t.hini;: is that Eusebiua 
ery of the (l"it. (,',111 .. 1., iii.20-28), who carries 
True Cross morr wl'ight than they nil together, 

wholh· omit~ it. 
A1···onlinit to ii. i1..t.·nn, t hC'lnOthrr or Constnntine 

the (;rral in :\:!.''i AL>, wh!'n she was i9 Yl':Hs old, 
di!<covt·tl'.I the true cro:-is of .Jt•sus bv nn cxcnvntion 
~he c:iusc<l to b<' made on the traditional 11pot of llis 
grave. \rit.h the cross of the Saviour were found 
the 1 wo cros.sr~ of the mnlefaet ors who were cru­
cified uith Him, A miracle of hralini;:, \\TOUght by 
touching the I.rue cro~:i. revcalrcl it.s id<'ntity. When 
fot1nd it wa!I int '"·t., e\·en the holy nails of the cruci­
fixion brin~ cli.s1·m· .. rNI. The main p:ut of the cross 
was <kposit!'<l h,· llPlrnn in n church erected over 
the spot. or t hr• r .. rnnintll'r, :\ portion wns insrrterl 
into the !wad of 1 he st.at uc of Constantine, and the 
hnbnr.e was pb<'l'd in a new church, spccinlly erected 
for it at Rome ant.I named after it Santa Croce. Small 
fragmrnts of tl1e wood of the true cross were sold, 
encrusted with itold and jewels, nncl since m:my 
nmon~ the wc:11t hy helievrrs were desirous or po11-
sc~sin,c: sur.h pri.-clrss relics, the miracle or tho 
"multiplication of the cross" w:i.s clc\•ised, w that 
the n·lic sufTt•rrd no diminution "et ~u:isi intactn 
mnncret" (l'aulinus cp 11 arl .Scv). 1'r:igml'nts of 
the true cross arc thm1 to he founil in many Roman 
Catholic churchrs or many countries, nll over 
Chri~t<'n<lom. It is sai1l that the ~:ist celebrntcd 
the s/1111rosi1110! lii:mern (CtllC'ifixion Day) on Scp­
tcmbn l ·I, since th{) 4th Cl'nt. The evi{lcncc for 
thi:< f:trt. is Int<' ancl u11tr11:1tworthy. It is certnin 
th:11 1111• \Y(':1t cd1·hrnt!'d t hr. lnv .. n1ion or t.hc Cros~, 
011 :'\!a.'" :1, sin<'<' 1hc time of (;rq:ory the Grrat in 
thr 1;1h <'•'nt . Thi' fi11din~ nnd l"'hlir:ition o( t.ho 
apurrypli:1l "Dortrinn AdtlnPi" 1:1l! mnrle it evi· 
""111 1hat the rntire lri:;rrnl of the di~i:overr o( the 
· ·n·~.~ hv 11 .. Jrn:< j,. hut n Vl'rsion or the oh Ed!'l'!ll\ 
l··~··11d,' \\ hid1 t 1·11>< of nn j,[,.111 ir:il di~cov1·ry of tho 
, ............ 11111li•r t h1• \'<'ry !4111!11~ "in·11mst :in"<""• hy t.ho 
wif .. 11f t 111• r1111wror Cla11o!i11><, who h:1d hl'rn con­
\T~•··d to Christ i:rnit y hy the pr••:lf'hill!; of l'<.'t er. 

(I l l-.'rlm-src.i.1•t11rnl.-Thr sign of t.hc cross W:\S 
well known- in the symbolics of v:irious nndcnt 

nnt iuns. Amon~ U1r. Ei;?;yptians it is 
3. Symboli- i;aic! to have I.wen I he symbol of rli­
cal Uses of vinity nnd clern:il lifo, :incl to h:i.vo 
the Cross hc<'n found in the t.emplc of Scr:ipis. 

It is known cithrr in t.hc form of the 
Gr no.~.~ or in the form of the ll'tter T. The 
~panbrd~ found it to be well known, ns n symbol, 
hy the !\ll':<icans nnd P<'ru,inns, pcrh!lps signifying 
the four clcmcnt.q, or tho four sen.sons, or tho four 
points of tho eompns:e. 

(2) Srri1>trm1l.-Tlw 1<1tfTNin11: implicrl in 1:ro1r:i­
fixio11 1111t11rally rnadr~ t.hr. c:rrn~'I :\ Hytnhol or pain, 
<ii><t.r1.,._'I 1u1el lmnl<•11-lx·r1rin1t. 'J'liu>t .J1.s11>t us•·.J it 
Himself (Mt 10 :is; 16 24). In l'm1li11ii: lit.. tlw 
crti'l.111tnnds for the pr<~11:hi1111: of t.h" "m:trinc oft Im 
Atonement. (I Cor 1 IH; Gui 6 14; l'hil 3 IX; 
C.ol 1 20). It exprc:<.'INI thr. hontl of unity hdw•~·n 
the Jew "nd the (.ientile (l•:ph 2 lCi), nnd lwt.w,.,.n 
the helicver nm! Christ, nnd nl:10 1<ymholi1.<.'-'I ,..a1wri­
firnt.iun (Gnl 6 2·1). The r.rt»•~ i>i the ccnt"r :rnd 
circurnfcrcncc of the prcnr.lting of the np<>~tlc>i nm.I 
of the life of thtl NT r.hurch. 

s nn in11tn1ment. of c.lcath the !'ro""q w:1.~ rJ .. r .. st1~l 
by t e ewe. ur:ic ts everyone 1:it '""~"• 1 11n 

4. Cruci­
fixion 

11 tree" (Gnl 3 13; cf J)t 21 ::i:IJ, 
hence it became n 11t.umhlinJt-l1l•wk to 
thcm1 for how cout.I mil' :u:o·11i-"·•I .. r 
C:od oe thC'ir McH-~iah? Nor w:o• I),.. 

crO!ls difTer<'nt.ly con~idcre<l hy the Homan><. " I Pl. 
the very nnrne of the croM-~ he far nwny n11t. u11l.v 
from the hocly of n Hom"n r.it.izcn, hut c\·r·11 frnm 
his thou~ht~, his eyes, his cars" (Cir.cro /'ro f(,,1,.·­
rio 5). The cnrlicst mode of crucifixion s•~·111" to 
have be<-n by impnbtion, the trnnsfixion of tltf! hurly 
lenit1hwisc nnd eros.'lwise by Rh:1rj><'nr.rl !!la k""• n 
mode or d<'ath-rnmi>1!11nr.nt Ill.ill wr~ I k11own 11111111111; 
t.l1c l\lon~ol race. The usual mode of cr1wilixi11n 
w:is familinr to the Grc~k", the llom:in", thr. E~n>­
tbn~, l'rt:1i:111s nn<I llahy!oni:m" (Tltuc. 1, -I to; 
llrrorl. iii .1'.!a, l!i!J). Alexaniler the (irc:1t cxc• 
cutNi 'two t.honsancl Tyrian capt.ive:1 in thi'I W!ly, 
ofter the foll of the city# The Jew!! rr<'civrtl thi~ 
fonn o! runishm~mt f~om the Syr_hn'I an<l .Homans 
(Ant, XI , v, 4; XX, v1, 2; JJJ, I, 1v, G). 1 h•~ ll•>m 
citi7.C'O W:t;.'lexcmpt from this form or <lc:ith, it IJ1•ing 
consi<lrrcd the death of n slave (Cicero In Vcrrr:m i. 
5, GG; Quint. viii.4). The punishment w:i.'I mr.l1·1l •Htt 
for 1111ch crimes as treason, de><crt.ion in the Carr. of ! lu: 
enemy, rohhcry, pirar.y, a~s:issination, i;cditioll, •·tc:, 
It contin11cd in vogue in the Hom r.m11irc till 1 hr: 
day of Constant.inc, whr.n it W:l.'I aholish"d "' "11 
insnlt t.o Christi:rnit.y. Amonµ; the Hom:u1s ,.,.,,..;. 
fixion was prcrcrlcd by sco11r~in11:, 11ndo11h1 ···I I:: r '• 
haslrn impmdinµ; <lcat.h. The vir:tim tlu·11 1 .. ... 
his own cro~s, or at lr:ist the urn·i~ht beam, 1 .. r 111: 
pl.n.rc of cxecut.inn. Thi~ in itsr.lf proves that t lr1~ 
str11ct.11rc w:i.s ll'ss pon<ll'rons than is comrn1o11ly 
suppo~cd. When he W:l.':l tied to the cross n111 liillµ; 
further wm.'I done nnd he wns left to <lie from sl :in·a­
tion. Ir he was n:1ilcd to the cro!'s, at least in 
Jurlaea, n stupefying drink was ~h·cn him to 1ir:1dcn 
the ngony. ·The number of nail!! 11>1r.d 11ccms to 
have been indeterminate. A t:ihlct, on whirh the 
feet re!ltccl or on which t.hc hotly was \'artly i;up­
portc<I, l!CelllS to h:\\'C h<'l'll n part or t IC Cros.~ tn 
kl'<'p t.hc wound" from fr"rin~ t.hrnu~h t.he 1 r:ons­
frccd mrmhrr>< (lrrn ., Adi•. lwa., ii .·l'.l). The ""fT"r­
ini:; of tlc~th hy rru.,ilhion "'"" i111.r11~c, c>1p. in ltoL 
elim:itt'S. ScvC'rc lorn! infl:unmntion, co11plr~d with 
nn in><iitnifi<'nnt blc<'dinit of the jac:c:cd w11r111·l~. 

l•roclnl'rd tra11m11tic fr\"rr, which wa>i 11i:~r:a\"al•·d 
1y ti"' "Xl'<~"llrn 1.o t.hc lw:lf. of flu~ ~1111, tl1" st1·ai1 ... d 

po><il iun or t hr. l>111l_,. 1111d i11."11fT1·r:ilil" t hir>1t.. Tl,,, 
wmmcl,. ~wc•ll1-<I al1011t the ru11J.th 11:1il>1 111111 t J,.. r .. rn 
and lal'rr:lted tP11dom1 n111l 1wn·1·>1 <':111~r1I rxrn1•·i,.1-
ing agony. The nrtrrirs nf t.he head aml ~!11111:0.-!1 
were surchnrgC'd wit.h hlood :ind a t<'rrific 1hmt.l.i11..: 
hr:i.d:i.che ensue<!. The minrl wn11 <'onfu;:c"I ,..,.J 
filled with nnxirty nnd dr<'ad forch011iri~. TJ, .. 
victim of r.ruc:ifixion litC'rnlly <lir<l :i "'"" :o , .. f 
death~. Tct:11111!! not rarrly ~up<'n·rnc1I :iri.J t 1 ... 
ri~ors of t.hc nttrnrlinc: convubions woultl t 1·:or '"· 
the WOltnr!s nnd nild to the hurden of rain, Ii II :11. 
h'lt the boclily forcrs W<'rC rxhausted nnc tin• ~·i··r ir n 
s!\nk to unconscio1111nc-ss nnrl dc:i.t.h. Tl11• ,.:u!T··r­
ings wero so fri11:ht.(ul thnt ''even nmonp: llu~ .-:11:in1:. 
pM11iona ol war pity w1111 eomclime>1 cxcilc.l .. ( /:J, 



[end] 

Original d©coame111ts 
faded ar:idfor illegible 



~ald Strober 
......... ~-· .-l I .. 

March 7 , 19 73 

Burt Siegel 

./ 

I am fon1arding a clip regarding the upcoming Lam crusade in 
Atlanta. As you will remember, we discussed the possibility of 
setting up a meeting between some of our leadership and the Graham 
people while they are in town. Please let me know about putting this 
in the works for June. 

Regards 

BS: jb 

Enc. 

CC! Will Katz 
Marc Tanenbaum 
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I .. : ON -~ CRUSAJ~E HER~ 

Grah.hili .Bposters Busy 
' . . ' ' ~ . 

' 
By CoLLEEN TEASLEY 

. ~lltlGD Bdldn Edlter •· 

Here it is a full three and a ruill months 
before Billy Graham brings his fitst Atlanta 
crusade in ~ years to town, and already the 
crusade machinery.is going full blast. 

A tro-member.· execUtive boai."d of local 
busiiiess executives and ministers' is mount­
in_g a campaign-to raise $442,000 to finance 

· the crusade. · 
- .A $96,000 ·advertising ~n is gear­
~ up to promote the crusade on ;billboards, 
television, radio and in ·newspapeq;. 

A :crusade advance team has: rented a· 
suite of offices at the First Natiiona1 Bank 
t;ui]ding on Peachtree and hired! six secre­
taries to handle the stacks o( pape rwork. 
· A call has gone out to churcbl!S through-
out th.e state to rec_i:Wt 1,soo.a,ooi0 volunteer 

' 

choir members; 1,500 ushers and a slew of 
volunteer typists. 

Two hundred clergy have formed a 
ministers' council to boost crusade participa­
tion among local congregations, and a spe­
cial council of women . is organizing 10,000 
Billy Graham prayer groups. 

There also are plans for Billy Graham 
Christian life and witness clas5es to train 
thousands cf crusade counselors, Bible study · 
nurtlire gioups and schools of evangelism -
all tied in to the. upcoming crusaqe, June 18-
24. 

Apj:lrolimately 364,000 · people are ex­
pected to attend the cr\lsade, which will . be 
held seven conseeuti.ve nights at the Atlanta 
Stadimn. 

The -last time the ~Year.-old evangelist . 

beld a crusade in Atlanta was in 1950 at the 
old Ponce de Leon ball park. He was in to.wn 
five weeks~ preached to 500,000 people.~ · 

Graham · was ·not so famous Oien. He -
had been holding. bis cro,sades only ~ 
years, and to many he was a religious sid~ 
show instead of a legitimate evangelist. Old · 
newspaper reports indica~ that only t\VO 
Atlanta churches, the lJaptist Tabernacle 
and the Druid Hills Presbyterian, officially . 
supported the Cru,sade. · . 

Graham was riot in $Uch demand Jn ' 
those days, and it wasn't unusual for him to 
spend up to six wl!eks preaching in ~ne tj.ty. 
Today, however, he is so booked up that" be · 
rarely spends more th8.!110 ctays.in any' one · 
place; and last year alone _he received _s:~ · 

See GRAHAM, Pag~ If.A 



. · The rema1DD1g $130,000 of j 
,~ ilie~1$4!l,ooo goal will come 

1 ..;'J:rotn offerings made at- the 
m a n y · pre-crusade prayer : 
meetings tibat will be held all 
over the state and from dona- : 
tions made when they pa&'i : 

' the bucket each night at the I 
stadium services. . 

. A spokesman at Graham's· , 
Atlanta office ~aid the aver- I: 

..;ige crusade donation usually 
.. runs around $'1, but . Kattel 

said he had heard some can 
go as high as $10,000. The big- I 
gest single contribution made · 

· so far to the Atlanta crusade 
was $1,000, Kattel said. · 

..... About $56,000 of the total 
goal bas been raised so far, 
according to Jones. 
~ churches a r e very 

much involved in the crusade 
effort. B a c k in Noveml>er 

. .:...Craham w r 0 t e letters to 
ministers at· most cllurche5 iri 

; the area, asking for their cooir 
· eration ·with his crusade. To 
• encourage congregations to 
[ ~ttend · as ·a whole, . he 
· prol,llised to provide special. 
1 ·reserv~ sections for groups. 
~ Dur Ing .t ·h e crusade, 

.!. Graham's staff members will 
· take the names and addresses 
: of all the people who come· 
: forward to- be saved· and ac­

' cept Christ for the first time. · 
The names are fed into a com-

. puter and turned over to local 
chur:ches supporting the cru­
sade so they can follow up and 
recruit new merilbers for their 
cfiurches. 

,.,., In effect, Graham is drum-
ming up membership for local 

· churches. "Yes, in layman's 
· langu~ge, that'3--jll:Sl what he 
• is doing," said JoneS. "Dr.· 

1 Orabam iS a church man. He 
:·. believes in church member­
.'· ship and f ellowsbip:'' . 
:· The :aev . . J. _..\. WilboriJ, 
'.. pastor of the Uni0n Baptist 
·; Chtirch on . Hightower Road 
- a n d vice chairman of the 

Graham's · Atlanta crusade 
· executive board, . said blacks 
don't necessarily see Granam 
as a pteacber for white men 

. oruy. . 
~·1 think blacks ·will accep·t 

Grahafi!,'' ~a i d Wilborn. 
"There is no real criticism. 
S o m e -think he should be 

. stronger at ~ points, be­
cause black ministers a r e 
more activist anct even mili­
tant 

"A good many blacks think 
Graham is a litUe too soft be­
cause be doesn't hit current 
issues very . hard,'.' said Wil-

. born. "If be were a little more ·' 
forward, he angbt· h;lVe more 
following amcmg blacks, but in 
a general seQSe, he will get 
e;ood ~ol>Ort from blacks." 

-. ~ bere ·.Je not pre- · 
di¢ug h~w much profit the I 
Atlanta crusade ·will make. -
Audit figures from last July's I 
crusade in Cleveland,. Ohio, 
wtiere 372,441> peoP,2e ~ttended, 

. sboweq ~ net proJ.it of $44,000 . . 
In all, I o c a 1 people raised 
$550,000 to launch that cru­
sade . . 

1n Birmingham, ,Ala., last 
May Graham preached to. 
373,300 people, and. out of the 
$283,239 raised. locally there 
was a proijt of. $69,893. ·Profits 
from bQth · the Sirniingharn 
and. Cleveland crusades went to the Billy Gt·aham Evange.. 

· iistic As.wciatio'n in Minne:·:?­
olis, Minn., to belp cover costs 
for televising the crusades. 

It eosts Graham about ·$1 
ni.illion to buy natiorial TV 
.tiine for-. one of his crusades, 
and moSt of the money to paj' 
for it comes from viewers, ·ac­
cording· to ; Graham staff 
spo~esroan. 

The · Allilota cnisade execu­
tive· committee alrea~y bas 
voted to send any profits it 
makes balck to Graham's foun:­
datioi:i toward · teleyising the 

1 
Atlanta c~de, which will be 
videota~ three nights. · 

'nie. Atlanta e:rusade will 

\ 
be· shown on TV probably . 
sometime at the end of the 

' s'µminer, according to Jones. 
' The .network bas not been 
: named, he said .. 
\ "Everyone thinks we make ' 
i a big•baul on th~ cniSades," 
; said Jones, for 17 years an 
i exe~ve with. the Carnation 
J Co. before joining Graham's . 

...J...crusade staff. • ' B u t M r . · 
~ G(3ham doesn't make o n e . 
: -dime for himsell _on the cru- ; 
. sades." . 1 
: rucbard Kattel, president of 

· ~ the Citizens·and Southern Na-
~. ti<inal Bank, is crusade fi- : 

. .. nance direc(or .. It's bis .job to 
. " raise the $442,000, and he said 

' be doesn't have "a doubt in 
~ the world" the money will 

· ·now in. . 
\ · 4 ~ o u t 130,000 Georgi~ 
· "share partners" already are . 
'· on .a. Billy Graham mailing 
;·list; and Kattel has set a goal 
. : .. of collecting at least $100,000 
:: from them. "Actually, I guess 
. we'll.do·better thari that from 
· share.partnerS, but we like to 
·:'tb.inlt" conservatively," : said 
/Kattel. . . , . : 
, Another $200,000 is expected '1 

' to come from a low-key, word-
of-mouth campaign among · 

· ousinesses, industries a· i1 d : 
". individuals, said Kiittel. He • 

' · has named six countywide 
. · teams to do the soliciting, · 
:·· Kattel said ~out $12,000 
· will be raised .from· "imantici· 
· i ,pated places," and he calls . 
1:hit_ Ure "miscellaneous fund.'.' I 

Crime reports ·from other 
Cities- 1i<ere Graham .held re-. 
cent crusades, however, i;ton't 
always reflect Co~' opti­
mism. Major crimes in Bir­
i:ningham rose steadiTy while 
Graham was in town and for 
at least six months following · 

· hi s crusade. In Charlotte, 
. N.C., where· be preached last· 

April, crime rose while he· 
was in·to\vn and also ' the fol­
lowing month. During b i s 
Dallas crusade of 1911, crime 
dropped the month he was in 

. town, but went back · up after 
he le~<. 
· One bright spot, however, 

!·came during lee Cleveland 
; Crusade when no crimes were 
' report~ at the stadium where 
i Graham was preaabing, · al-

thOugh the stadiam parking· 
lot is U.Sually a hoth:e<i of mug­
gings, rapes . a n1d murders . . 
''The security chief told me 
tbere wasn't evt!D one tire 
slashed or car • brolten into 
during . ~ h e . crosade," sajd 
Jobes. "I gue~ maybe pe0ple 
thought G"o d was watching 
them.'' l 

T h e Atlanta crusade ·is 
going to cost a lot of money -
a, pt'1)jected $442,000 . . This 
covers all crusade expenses, . 
suclt ~ renting the stadium 
for $21,000 and the·suite of of­
fices at . the First National. 

. ~. paymg. printing costs-' 

. for J)rogra.ms· and fliers; ,bqtel 
a n 4 travel expenses f o r 
Graham and his persOoal cru­
sade staff - which can· ·run 

. fro_m six to 16 people - pay- · 
ing for . ~ce equipmeot, the 
-salaries/of the six, secretaries, 
a portii;n of ' the ·salaries of 
t h r e e· t 0 p executives on 

. Graham's crusade . ad:vance­
team and footing. the bill for 
$96,000 worth of advertising . 

· · · .T h e aecutive committee 
· has hired. the Atlanta account­

ing' .firm o( Bask.iris and Sells 
to audit the crusade at the end 

-0f- its run. This iS standard 
·. P!"act,ice for. all Graham cru-

sade3. . . . 
.;Gr'aham receives no ·direct· 

fee or paym_ent from any of 
.: -~ crusades, but is paid an 

aDllllal salary · of $30,000, ac-
, ·C9rding ·to a spokesman at, 
· hi$ l·Atlanta .team office . 

· · ·Crusade· profits go back to . 
.:·.~· local executive committee · 

• spend as they see fit. One: 
raham staff member i:aid·. 

p·j:dits can range from· "zet~' 
bo severai thouand dollars;•· 
tjut that a Graham crusade 
lias never gone in the bole.· · 

invitations to boid · criisa~e. 
an over· the world. 

"Mr. -Graham bas en<?ugl 
invitations. to k e e p h_ i· li 
preaching for the next 20I 
years,". said Bob . .Jones, a~ 
sociate director of Graham : 
Atlanta· crus_a~e. · 

Most people don't k:Iiow it 
but Graham gives his cru 
sades by invitation only, sale 

. Jones. He ·does not arbitrarilJ 
select cities where he think! 
he will draw t h e biggeS1 
crowds: ·· 

·A concerted effort to brlnj 
Graham to Atlanta officiallJ 
began in Feb~ary, 19?1•. witl: 
written invitations going oir. 
from the Christian Council 01 
Metropolitan Atlanta, t b E 
Atlanta Chamber of · C o m 
rnerce, Gov. Jimmy Carter 
Atlanta Mayor Sa.m Mat,sser. 
and numer9us Atlanta buSJ 
nessmen and ministers. .. 

One Atlanta busineSsman 
'T o m Cousins, a persona 
friend of Graham-. for eigb 
y e a r s , talked to Grahan 
several times about coming t( 
Atlanta: Cousins beads t h t 
local executive board spear· 
heading the crusade. 

The committee' is made UI 
of 60 busiiless executives, 
church lay people .and minis­
ters represe_nting all ~f ~tlan 
ta's · Christian denommaitons. 

' They are responsi~le for r~ 
cruitll!& ushers a n d c.'lOu 
members, soliciting contribu· 
t i ·o n s , organiziDg prayei 
groups, getting · progrmru 
printed and promoting gT9Ui 
participation among churches. 

They are amo.ng approxi· 
mately 20,000 volunteers in thE 
Atlanta area w h o will bE 
working to put on ·the crusade. 

- Cousins sees the Grahaxr 
crusade as something AtlanU 

· n~s v~ry badly. "Atlanta, 
. llke other big cities; has lo~ 

of ·prQblems," said Cousins. 
: ''Atlanta:bas some jad~ess. 
. what with us being the v~ner· 
.: ahiisease capital of the U.S., 
-.. our· pornography, muggjngs, 
. ·.murders and other cnmes . 
': ··, "We could use an injection 
,· pf the Ch:risitan ethic ~d 

.wirit in our lives," he said. 
' "Then maybe ·We wouldn't 

liave so many problems." 
. "I don't know whether yoc 
will be able to go back aftel 
the crusade and find thal 
stamng June · 24 . AUanta': 

. eri.me di-opPed, but I woul<. 
. not be at all surprised," sak 
-- Co'usins. " If all . ·of Atlant~ 
. . ceuld come out of the crus_adf 

with' .more c:opcern for theii 
fellow · man, we ~ould · set 
some very dramatic te~ts 

. There" isn't any qu_esti<>n in ms 
·. rDind that . we'll be a bettei 

.city ~or having b~ . it." 



Miss Lucy Winchester 
The white House 
Washington. I>. c. 

·near Miss Winchester: 

Karch 12. 1973 

I had the privilege of visiting with Or. Billy Graham on February 27 
at his heme 1n Montreat. He was kind enough to indicate to me that 
be had discussed with you the possibility of my attending the dinner 
in honor of Iaraeli Prime Minister Golda Meir the following Thursday. 

Dr. Graham informed me that. understandably, you were literally over­
wbe lmed with requests for invlt&tions. While I had occasion to meet 
with Mrs. Meir in this city. of course lt would have been nice to 
have .been able to experience that impressive occasion. I simply did 
want ·to let you know bow much I appreciate your having given Dr. 
Graham's request ln my behalf thoughtful attention. Be is a wann 
personal friend and I did not want bis typically gracious interest 
in my behalf to go by unacknowledged. 

I hope I have the privilege of meeting you in person sanetime in the 
near future. 

MHT:MSB 

CC: Rev. Dr. Billy Graham 

Sincerely. 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director of . 
Interreligious Affairs 



THE~ EVANGELISTIC ASSociAlloN 

802: 987, ilfontreot, North Corolina f 8751 

Mr. Sol A. Dann 
5754 l3ounty St. 

March 14, 1973 

San Diego, California 92120 

Dear Mr. Dann: 

. ) 

BtO CoUn Ho..u, S11d1V11, A"8lrali4 

'" Gral112n1 Arnoiu, Wiftnipcg, Conad4 

t7 C~"""" Rood, LoMon, N. W. I , E:"glo"4 

lot Affttu du CM.n1,,...El11H,., Pari1, ' '°.a 
P.O. Boz 110, Aucil<nuf, Ntt11 ZeoloM 

/ RC«por..Ud- a n<m-profiJ orgonir4ti011 · 

Both your letters of February 22 and 23 have 
been received here in the Montreat office. 

They are both addressed to Dr. Graham, ·however 
since he is out of the country, it appears I 
shall have to answer in his behalf, otherwise 
a d.elay of many weeks will be involved. 

I do commend you on your concern for accuracy 
in every respect. I assure you that this is ·the 
aim of Mr. Graham in a11 ·that he says or writes. 

We shall be ha.ppy to take note of the suggestions 
that you make, and we do appreciate your taking 
the time to share these opinions with us. Thank 
you again . 

, . 

RAF:LL 

Read DECI S ION maaa:ine each month Liaten ti> " The Hour of D«ision" each Sunda11 on Radio 



Reverend Billy Graham, 
Box 937 
Montreat, N.C. 2875? 

Dear Reverend Graham, 

SOL A. DANN 
ATTORNEY A~O COUNSELLOR 

-6946-t~M!&~s."~ 5754 Bounty St., 11141 2s1-12ss 
SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA 92120 

March 17,19?3 

TO 
RE1 REV. GRAHAM'S FAILURE/ANSWER INTERROGATORIES 

& CORRECT HIS STATEMENT THAT "THE HEBREWS 
USED CRUCIFIXION 'RARELY',., " & THAT WAS 
UNRESPONSIVE & NOT INVOLVED IN THE QUESTION 

Receipt 1s acknowledged of a letter from your office dated March 14th that 
again assures and ''reassures" me of your sincer1 ty and "aim for accuracy in 
every respect", which I did nqt question. 

The questions addressed to you in my letters of Feb. 10th, 22nd and 2Jrd deal 
with the above items that remain completely unanswered, which needs your 
personal and appropriate response. 

NEWSWEEK magazine of March 19tJ'Affported their rece~t interview with you in 
North Carolina concerning your possible indirect involvement with"KEY 73" aims 
and purposes. That article also says "you are giving a lot of thought to 
what that special relationship between God and Israel might imply for evang­
elists who want to proselytise Jews ••• '' That when you return from your own 
current crusade in South Africa ••• (you) plan bo go before a Jewish audience 
with a fuller statement on Judaism ••• " 

I wish you God-speed in your journey to South Africa to spread the Gospel• 
Truths; a better understanding and respect for the rights of all mankind; -that 
may bring "peace a.nd good-will to all". 

before leaving 
It is regretted however that your very busy schedule/did not enable you to 
reply to the questions in my letters to you of Feb. 10th etc, According to 
Mr. Featherstone's letter of March 14th, your answer may be "delayed many 
weeks ••• " (perhaps you can find time while in the wilds of Africa to reply) 

Permit me to assure you that after waiting almost 2000 years for a correction 
of the many false and misleading statements concerning 'The Crucifixion'; -
I will patiently a.wait your return from South Af~1ca, if that be necessary, 
before you can personally attend to the abo~e matter. (MISREPRESENTATIONS ABOU~ 
"THE CRUCIFIXION " ARE NO LESS CRIMINAL THAN THE CRUCIFIXION ITSELFI ) 
Patiently awaiting your personal, expertise, scholarly and most valued reply, 
to ·my letters to you of Feb. 10th, 22nd and 2Jrd, I remain 

P . S. An extra copy of this letter is encl~ for rorwarding to you in 
South Africa, by your office in~North Carolina, it being so -requested • 

... "·" ,. 
.·" 



PHILIP SLOMOViTZ 
lditor ond Publi•hU 

"'\: 

Dear Sol 

THE JE\VISH NEWS 
UTABllSHlD 1942 

a weekly review of Jewish events 

17SIS WUT 9 MILE ROAD, SUIT£ 86S 
SOUTHFl£LO, MICHIGAN 48075 
(JU) 356-8400 

Marth 14 

You'll ·receive extra copies ~f our 
next issue with the expos~ of th~ Graham 
role. I've writtent to Feathcrstorte and 
per3afs I'll get a reply from him. 

Enclosed is the portion of Zeitlin's 
letter which I'll quote in tfiis week's 
article. 

Be strong! Good wishes! 

Sincerely ;~/ ~) 
\ ~· 

\ 

MICHIGAN ' S OHLY £MGLISH-JEWISH NIWSPAPER 
IN<:ORPO~ATING IH( DElROll lfWl~H CHRONICU . 
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PJULADELPIUA, PENNSYLVANIA 19132 
March 5, 1973 

·near Philip, 

. In. {he San Diego Union of Saturday February 10, 1973, it was 
---··. -·· -·· ... .. _ ... --.-----. - ---..,.; 

reported t.hat the ¥~verend Billy Graham was asked, "Would you tell me 

why the Romans employed crucifixion as a form of capital punishment?" 
~ . . 

~. answer vas given by hi;;~:l'6ruc .ifixion was re.rely used by the Hebrews." .. 
.. 

· The word "rare" has the conotati.on of "uncommon", "occuring far apart in 

~ime". Thus the~verend Billy Graham stated that the Jews applied 
I . . 

: crucifix:iori as a form of capital punishment from time to timeo This 
. . . 

statement is both unwarranted and historically wrong. The Jews never 

employed crucifixion as a form of capital punishment. Jewish law never 

· ·permitted crucifixiono· 

. Josephus {.Antiq. xiii, 14.2 (380); Jewish War i, 4060 (97) ) ---
relates that Alexander Jannaeus crucified 800 of his Jewish enemies. 

For his cruelty the Jews nicknamed him "thrak.idas" \(i.e. thracidas) 

. The· thracians being known for their ferocious acts .. 

To comprehend the cruelty of Alexander Jannaeus; a .few words must 

be said about himo Bis father, John Hyrcanus, hated him from infancy, 

and banished him to 
' .2..-.(!, . ' . 

upper Ga.l:lie~, which was ' inhabited by.Hellenized 
,.._ : . . ---- . ../ Syrtanso A deep seated insecurity and bitterness born of humi_l_iation 

always .seethed ~::;h$him. In his youth he . obs(;r{ed th~ Heleni_:t~ed 
Syrian way of life. Raiseii in Helenistic enviornment, the ideas and 

ideal s of Jud~aism were foreign to him. 

Be was proclaimed king by Salome, the wido~f his brother King 

Aristobo.lus upon the death of her husband. The Jews reg·, rded him 

as a Ilclenistic ruler, who was n Juda.an only by birth. 
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THE DROPSIE UNIVERSJTY 
. Dao.u> AND YORK STREiirs 

PlllLADJ!LPlllA, PENNSYLVANIA 19132 
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, ., . 

llis reign was mar~cd by constant civil wa~ between the Jews 

and himself. He had an army of pagan mercinaries. Wars are always 

accompanied by great cruelty. In civil wars the cruelties arc 

even more extreme. Alexander Jannueus, who by nature was full of 

hatred, ..&e8. the desire to revenge himself upon his enemies was intense • 

. He is the only one in the long Jewish history who employed 

crucifixion upon his fellow Jews. 

The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia , vol. ii, p. 76, 
. . 

states "The Jews recC;ved this form of punishment from the Syrians 

and Romans (Ant. xii, v.4; J:e•:tsif::-W- xx, vi, 2; BJ, I, iv, 6). The 

reference to the writings of Josephus are incorrect. In Ant. xii, v,4 ---.. 
~ ·'··u ·· ~:.r. (, .. :-' . . . 

Josephus states that .Ant~:.. . .. :1v crucified the Jews who disobeyed 

his· orderes and llUBSHXJBCI circumcized their children. In xx, vi, 2 

is ·stated that 
'""' ~·· U I ' :i ~ ~ _.. : : 0 

• 

0 

Quadra tus the governor of Syria/ Samaritans and Jews 

while in BJ, I,iv,6 Josepbu's gives the account of Alexander ·-
Jannaeus who crucified his own fellow Jews. From the three 

references to Josephus given in the International Standard Bible 

Encyclopedia, the reader could infer 'that the Jews employed 

crucifixion as a;node of capital punishment. This is totally wrong. 

I believe that the reverend Dilly Graham owes it to the public 

to publish a retraction. 

There are also some inaccuracies in the article Q.Q "crucifixion" 

1 . l \ ') . th E 1 d . J d J. w nc 1 a;.~ in e ncyc ope 1a u a1 ica , 
~~---~--~~~~~--
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"Felix crucified not only zealots and rebels but also citizens suspected 

of collaborating with them. (Wars, 2, 2~i)." The zealots as a group 

came into the historical arena long after the time of Felix in 66. 

Josephus mentions for the first time zealots as a group in~ II, xxii,1 

( 651 ) • 

Again "Josephus also reports crucifixions at the hands of the 

Jewish King Alexander ~a.nnai, added that this act of cruelty was an 

... immitation of gentitle usage." . ·There is no addition given by Josephus • 
. -



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date March 15, 1973 

to Area Directors and Executive Assistants (one to each; please 
sh~re) 

from Frances P. Rosenberg 

subject Billy Graham and Judaism 

/ · .. · 

Dr. Billy Graham, the noted evangellat, has issued a public 
statement on Key 73 in which he clarifies, for the first time 
publicly, his opposition to proseiytization of the Jewish . 
community as a group. Following a three-hour ·discµssion with 
"Rabbi Marc H. Tanenba\ml, AJC's National Interreligious Affairs 
Director, in Montreat, North carolina, Dr. Graham also stated 
that he believes that God's covenant with the Jews is "eternal, 
forever. 11

· 

We believe .that Dr. Graham's statement should be publicized as widely as possible. Accordingly, we are enclosing tapes of 
·a radio comnentary by Rabbi Tanenbaum, for placement on aa many 
radio stations as possible in your a-rea. The text of the coanentary, 
and a reprint from the March 19 issue of Newsweek Magazine are also 
enclosed. The commentary may be aired as often as the station 
manager .is willing to do so. . 

If you. need any additional tapes, please let us know. 
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RELIGION COMMENTARY 
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

"BILLY GRAHAM ANP JUDAISM" 

"I believe God ha$ always had a special relationship with the 
Jewish people . . . In my evangelistic efforts, I have never felt called to 
single out the Jews a.s Jews •.. Just as Judaism frowns on proselytizing 
that is coercive, or that seeks to conunit men against their will, so do 
I. II 

Those words were written and just issued to the press by Dr. Billy 
Graham. When you consider the fact that Dr. Graham is the leading 
evangelist in the nation, and probably in the world today, they assume 
unprecedented importance. Dr. Graham returned recently from a trip 
throughout sect·ions of the United States and became concerned about re­
ports over growing acts of psychological harassment, deception, and in­
timidation carried out by fervid young evangelists against Jewish ·young 
people on public high school and college campuses . In addition, there 
were episodes of disruption of Jewish religious services by Campus 
Crusade for Christ types, as in the recent case of Portland, Oregon, and 
Dr. Graham became troubled about the deteriorating effect of such inci­
dents on Christian-Jewish relations. 

At the request of BillyGraham, I visited with him recently at his 
lovely mountain-top home in Montreat, North Carolina, and we spent three 
hours together reviewing virtually every aspect of relationship$ between 
Christians and Jews here and abroad. Finally, Dr. Graham decided on his 
initiative to issue his statement clarifying for the first time public ly 
his opposition to proselytizing the Jewish community, his commitment to 
American pluralism in which ·all religious and racial groups ·are fµll 
partners, and his conviction that Judaism, as he told me,- possesses a 
covenant from God which is "eternal, forever," and not subject to · abroga­
tion. ·Dr. ·Graham makes a distinction between conversion and prosely­
tization which I find sensible. Conversion involves an ·act of private 
conscience; p:roselytization calls for a concerted stra·tegy to undermine 
the religious commitments of another group . . In an open democratic society 
conversion is inevitable, and is a two-way traffic between Christians 
who become Jews, and individual Jews who become Christians. But proseiy­
tization against an entire group is absoiutely off-limits and impermis -
sible, Billy Graham declares. · 

Dr. Graham has also taken firm positions in the past condemning anti­
semitism; he has been a strong supporter of Israel on the basis of deep 
Biblical conviction; and he has been extremely helpful to the cause of 
Sov·iet Jews. Based on his· most recent statement on the permanent value · 
of Judaism, and other positive convictions that he shared with me during 
our meeting in Montreat, I am persuaded that Dr. Graham is destined to 
make a fundamental and lasting contribution to the improvement of Jewish­
Christian understanding that may well become a historic turning point in 
relations between evangelical Christians and Jews. 

*Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is the National Interreligious Affairs Director of 
the American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary. 

73-700-20 
March 1973 



RELIGION 

Jews and Jesus 
Except for occasional differences over 

Arab-lsratlli tensions, relations between 
many U.S. Christinns nnd Jews have pro­
gressod over · the lnst decade from n 
somewhat wnry fellowship lo joinl sodal 
wJtncss, acholarly collnhoratlon and, fn 
somo cases, ndmowlrclgcment of mutual 
dependenee. Encouraged by clecl:lra­
tions from Vatican Council II nud the 
World Council of Churches, a number of 
Christian scholar.~ hove even arrived at a 
new "theology of Judaism" that places 
Jews off limits to Christian proselyti7..ers. 
Their theory is that the promises made 
by Cod to Israel in Biblical days consti­
t:itule an eternally valid covenant 
that, for Jews, was not abrogated 
by the "second covenant" estab- · 
lished through Jesus Christ. 

Evangelical Christians, he>wever, 
still insist that there is only one 
way to reach Cod-a solid belief 
in Jesus and his teachings. And 
through ''Key 73," a massive, year­
long crusade to "call our continent 
to Christ," the evangelicals hope 
to harness 100 million Cbi'istians 
from 140 participating church or­
pni2.11tion1 Into a "troop-like move­
ment of messengers" for Jesw. Not 
aurprfsinKly, many Jowish leaders 
regnrd JCtiy 73 as n return to a 
muscular Christianity thnt seeks 
to discredit their faith. "They're 
saying we are rejected by Cod 
and need salvation," complRins 
Rabbi Norman Frimcr of New 
York. "I'm insulted by that kind of 
presumption." 

Crusade: Although Key 73 is not 
aimed only at Jews or any other 
religious group, guidelines for 
phase three of the crusade, which 
was launched on Ash Wednesday 
last week, include special direc­
tions for "sharing Messiah" with po­
tential Jewish converts. Part of 
phase t~'s slrategy is a doorbell-ring­
ing campaign, developed by the Campus 
Crusade for Christ, in which messengers 
we the pretext of taking a religious sur­
vey to invite non-Christians to pray for 
faith in Jesus. "We don't interpret this 
campaign as coercive," says evangelist 
Bill Bright, director of Campus Crusade 
and national chairman of Key 73's phasc­
threc program. "If anybody loves the 
Jew, it's the true believer in Christ." 

In somewhat the same spirit, a sign if -
icant number of Christians in Key 73 
have issued statements assuring their 
Jewish brothers that they will not be 
proselytized. In a memorandum from the 
U.S. Bishops' Ecumenical Committee, 
Catholics in the 40 dioceses that arc p:fr­
ticipating in Key 73 have been told not 
to look for converts within the Jewish 
community. Similarly, nearly two dozen 
local church councils and other Key 73 
agencies have publicly assured Jews that 

Newsweek., March 19, 1973 o 

they are not regarded as conversion fod­
der. Still, many Key 73 stalwarts resist 
any hands-off policy toward Judaism; 
they argue that to make nny exceptions 
in spreading Christ's mossagc is to undeT· 
mino the unlvorsnl validity of Christian­
ity. The Jewish q11ast1ou, uh~rrves Dr. 
John An erson, a11 am!nhle Southern 
Presbyterian who sits on the Key 73 exec­
utive committee, "touches n very sensi­
tive nerve among Christians. We're al 
the point of a great theological debate 
on the subject." 

In one effort to win some kind of 
peace with honor, a Jewish delegation 
headed by Rabbi Mark Tanenbaum of 
the American Jewish Committee 1ecent-

ly joumeyed to the North Carolina home 
of star evangelist Billy Graham. Follow­
ing their meeting, Graham issued a state­
ment declaring that "gimmicks, coercion 
and intimidation" have no place in evan­
gelism. "I believe," he declared, "that 
Cod has always had a special relation­
ship with the Jewish people." 

Last week, Graham acknowledged 
that he was "giving a lot of thought" to 
what that special 1elalionship between 
Cod and Israel might imply for evange­
lists who want to proselytize Jews. When 
he returns from his own current crusade 
in South Africa, Graham told N£wsW£a's 
Kenneth L. Woodward, he plans to go 
before a Jewish audience with a fuller 
statement on Judaism. "The fact that· in 
God's providence 16 million Jews have 
survived as Jews, despite scattering 
throughout the world," Graham allowed, 
"is a very mysterious thing to me." 

Although Graham is not personally 

involved in Key 73, any change in hi~ 
attitude toward converting Jews would 
certainly affect morale within the cm­
sade. ~Billy would never accept a two­
covenant theory,- insists the Rev. John 
Streeter, a close friend or Crahnm And 
the Baptist head of Key 73 o~rations in 
tho Sao Francisco area. "A Jew is just lilc~ 
ovoryone else. If he does not 11~,lt 
Jesus as his savior, ho cannot ho rig 1t 
with Cod." 

111at sort of stand help.< cxplnin why 
several Jewish organizations arc taking 
precautionary steps. Agencies serving 
both Conservative and Reform Judaism 
have mailed to Jewish families special 
materials that are to be used to counter 
claims by Christian crusaders. Mean­
while, secular Jewish defense agencies 
are closely watching Key 73 for civil­

rights violations. In some instances, 
zealous Christian evangelists have 
gained platforms in colleges and 
high schools, and some Jewish 
students have complained of man­
datory assemblies at their schools, 
that are aimed at countering sup­
posed political radicalism with 
conservative Christianity. 

Sky: "'Everybody has the right 
to proselytize," says Reform Rabbi 
Balfour Brickner, "but people also 
have the right to resist." Brickner 
distrusts, as do many Jews, ·the 
evangelical spirit that they see in 
Christinnity just now. 'This comin~ 
together of religious nnd politico) 
conservatism, cspeclnlly this looking 
to the sky for salvation," he feel~. 
"is exactly the kind of env.ironment 
which led to the advent of Jesus 
2,000 years ago." 

Indeed. tl1e only kinds of Chris­
tianity that seem to appeal to 
young Jews are those messianic 
Jesus cults that offer ecstatic reli­
gious experiences and the promise 
that Christ is in fact about to reap­
pear in the Second Coming. To adult 
Jews, the most abhorrent of these 
groups is "Jews for Jesus," which 
pickets outside of synagogues and 

teaches converts that they can accept 
Christ without giving up their Jewish­
ness. "We believe there are two ways 
to becorr:e a Jew," says 31-ye.ar-old 
Moishe Rosen, a spokesman. "You can put 
yowself under the Mosaic covenant and 
obey the laws, which most Jews don't. Or 
you can let Jesus make you kosher." 

Billy Graham and Key 73 officials have 
publicly lauded "Jews for Jesus." But 
as Christian evangelists they have not 
yet responded to the question put to . 
them by the renowned Jewish scholar, 
Abraham Joshua Heschel, who died two 
days before Key 73 was inaugurated. 
.. Do Christians really believe," Heschel 
asked, "that it is God's will that every 
synagogue throughout the world be 
closed?" The strain between tolerance 
and evangelism has always been a prob­
lem in Christianity, and Key 73 has now 
brought it back into prominence, along 
with all its dangers and sensitivities. 
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SPECIAi DELIVERY 

Br. Krister stendahl 
44 Francis Avenue 
Cambridge, Mass. 02138 

Dear Krister: 

March 16, 1973 

I appreciated very much having the opportunity of our good ~alk 
this morning. 

Enclosed please find the several documents relating to my conve~sa­
tion with Bill:x GWam. Also enclosed are several other statements 
which you miiY ,find of interest in relation to ·Key 73. · 

I hope you will share with Dr. Graham ·some of your basic writings 
on a theology of Judaism~ It could be extremely helpful to him 
at this moment in his thinking about these matt~rs. 

If you come to some conclusions about the Ombudsman proposal, 
please do let me know. 

With warmest personal good wishes; I am 

MHT:MSB 
Enc ls. 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Marc R. Tanenbawn 
National Director of 
Interreligious Affairs 



March 20, 1973 

Bon Greene 

Gerald Strober 

As per our conversation, 
I am writing this memor8odum 
instructing you to charge the 
book .'lbe Traditional Prayer 
~ by De Sola Pool~' icb 
was given to Dr. B. aba1n, 
to the IAD 1-4-1. · · 

Thank you for your belp in 
this endeavor. 

CS:as 



March .22, 1973 

Burt Siegel _ 
Gerald Strober 

Thanks for your memo of MaRb 7th concemlog the 
Graham Crusade in Atlanta. I do intend to · follaw-,u»· 
on tbia and I will send you a carbon of the le~ 
I shall be writing nezt week to one of the ~­
officials. 

WaJ:m regards. 

GS:as 
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THE WHITE HOUSE· 

WASHINGTON 

MaJLc.h 26, 1973 

Ve.all. Rabb~ Tanenbaum, 

Wha;t a. plea.6UJr..e U WM t:.o llec.uve yoUJr.. ;t:Jwugh:t6ui. 

!.e.tteJt! 1.t t-00..6 htdeed mM.t un6olL.tu.ruU:e tha..t we coui.d 

no.t cwuinge 601L. you. to a.ttend :the cli.nneJL .in hon01r. 06 

PIL.<ine MUU..6:teJt Golda. Mw. A6 1 am .6UJr..e. you know, 

the gu.M.t wt ha.d o..fAtUldl:f be.en completed when Vil. 

GJr..aham W.f..d U.6 OQ l:fOUJr.. bl:teJLeJ.it a.nd theJLe. Welte no 

£Mt m-lnu:t.e c.aneell.a:tlon.6. You.IL «W!m WOlld.6 06 thank.6, 

howe.veJt, aJLe veJty muc.h appn.ec.i ..... tt:te.d. 

1 c.eJLta..,i,.ni_y look 60JwJa1t.d :to mee-tlng you.. 

w~ a.U bu:t wl&hu, 

Ra.bbl Ma!Lc. H. Tanenbaum 
The Am~c.a.n Jew..ihh CommU.tee 
1Mtuu.te. 06 Hu.man Re.f.a;ti.on.6 
16 5 Ea.1.it: 56 SVteet 
New Ycllk, New Yo~k 10022 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Mr. Melvyn H. Bloom 
Director, Public Relations 
United Jewish Appeal 
1290 Avenue of Americas 
New York, N. Y. 10019 

Dear Mel: 

March 26, 1973 

Thank you for your letter of Mar_ch 13 tb. 

We have giv~n substantial thc;>ught to tbe issue you raise regarding 
Dr. Billy GraMm., It is our considered judgmen~ that it would be 

- a mistake from the point of view of Israel's best interests to 
involve him in a UJA program. It would expose him instantly -to 
fu~ther attack and harassment frani pro-Arab elements in the Prot­
estan~ community and conceivably could liait bis influence in 
Washington where it is really needed. · 

If you want to talk about this further, I will be gtad to discuss 
this with you. 

MHT:MSB 
Dictated but not read 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director of 

- lnterrellgious Affairs 
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Freedom of th.a . 2r-ess 
All lette~ to the editor should be addressed to The 

Jewish ::'ost and Opinion, 611 North .Park Ave., lndianapolts 
Ind. 46:204. The letters should be typed and should be con­

, else. Anonymous !eUers will not be printed. No letters will 
· be returned Short letters get preference. · 

.. ~r(J.titud~ -~ ~ Billy ~raha~~; 
· .. ::.tourt ~·Jew Unde · Jakeism _ .. 

I 

·:. . . Editor·, POST-and OPINION: · and infringing . on our own per- ·l 
· .. ·~· · A recent news release from sonal dictates must be based 

.. " the Jewish Telegraph!c Agency on and darived from a ghet· ., 

. ·· · __ quoted Rabbi Marc H. 't'::men;, toiz~d inferiority_ C1>mpl:x. The , 
· .' · bawn of the Amarican JewiTh horrid fears with · wlnch we I 

· . tommittee- as lauding the Rev- approach Key '73 is _a develcp- / 
· erend Billy Grahdill for · his mental result of the inadequacy I 
. benevolent statement that "God of Jewish pride, vis-a-vis cog­

bas a special relationship ~th nitive learning, and positive J 
the Jewish people." The religious e.'{l)eriences. Rather ! 
gratitude of this official remark than to examine ourselves from I 

. is based on the implication that wi thin on a candid level to pre- ! 
,Key '73 will now. most likely vent the onslaught of apostasy, 
refrain somewhat Irom the ac- a s s i m i l a t i o n and cultural 

".tive attempts to convert Jews deterioration, we have chosen 
: to Christianity.. to go bat in hand to appeal . 
· . for sympathy from the Christian j' 

-. : · This attitu~e of gratitude. is .ministry. . . . . 
· . both paradoxical and perplex1~g . The great Jewish essayist Md I 
·. to me. At best Dr. Grah~m s thinker, Achad Ha'am, was , 

j. · statement on the J e w J s h ri aht when he said that 1 

· ·relationship to. G<>d is murky "l~arning is the . secret of j 
and · shrou~ed m a. gray .haze Jewish sur\'._iva1.: ·. The Gli.Iistian 1 

. of uncerta1~ !11:anmg. News· attempt to evangelize and ap- J 

· week Magazme s is~ue of March peal to Jews is not new. What 
1 ' .. 1~ q~?ted _a close , under asso- is r:ovel is that within . a I 

... ciate of Graham s, ~eve.rend prosperous society of Ubraries, · 
.... , ,: John S~eeter>-..th~ Baptist_ bead synagogues, and . schools of ! 
... :,:.of the -~ Franc~co regio~. of !ear:iing there exists so many I 
. :· .:· ~e Key :73 campaign, as say mg Jews that are abysmally I 
· ·;· ,;. ; 'Billy -~ould never accep~ a._two jg n 0 rant and culturally 
. . :.; c:ovenant theory,. a _. ~ew LS Just · suspended .from their ·God-given I 
... :!; _like everyone· else, if he. d~es heritage. ..., . . · . · · .. ·. d 
·. <:-not. accept Jesi:s as t~e sav10.~ .. Christian . evangelists, . Uke '. 

.· : .::-· ,"h~ cannot be r1ght with God. . Billy Graham, .. have · yet to 1 
.· .::-_:;·., ~illy·_ Graham has alS? b.een answer the question put to them j 

. , __ quo~e_d on_ ~ever3! o~cas1ons as ·by .the saintly Dr. A.J. Heschel, i 
: . ! . pr~mg ·with vigor and en- who died two days before Key ! 

~ . . . . tbus1asm t~e . Jews for Jesus 173 was . inaugurated: "Do I 
./ · · Hebrew ~tian movement.. Christians. really believe , it is i 

' '; Rabbi Tanenbaum's attitude God's ·will to have every i 
· .. reflects. · most perfectly ·the synagogue throughout the world 1 

.finest .in the tradition of "court closed?" ·I 
Jew uncle Jakeism." Gratitude · RABBI C.J. TEICP.MA.'llf 
to the Christian community for Congregation Beth Israel 
not actively _converting Jews Camden, N.J. 
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I nms RBI.EASE BY DJl. BILLY GliABAM 

. The reports about a grawiag aia\lllderacalldiag 1-- . Christian• 

Jeul.sb ~lationsb1ps over 'fay 73 bave become ·a source of CC)QCerD , 

to me. In order to help ease saae · of tbeae tensions• I want to 

explain ay ~ poalUoa. While I baYe not bed directly iavolved 

la tbe developing organization of X.7 73, I b8" fram the begianiAg 

publicly supported lea coa:eept. 

First, ae an -•aqgeliac,- I• interested 1a eatablisbing con­

t.act wlt.b all men cODCerlliQg personal faltb la Jeaus Cbrlet. · 

ll:apl~eit in .•7 belief• la tbe right of shar1Dg 1t wlch others. '?be 

message that Cod la low, -~ .any reciptenc of ~t love tt> 

declare it to 'otbera. 

Seeoadly~ juac • Juda1• fNwna on proselyd.zf.Qg tbat ie co­

ercive. or that eeeka to commie .en against tbeir will, so do I. 

Glmloka, coercion ancl 1ntfa1datioD &ave bad ao place 1n my evangel~stic 

effo~, c:ertainl7 not 1a blatorio biblical~·~· The American 

genius ls that: vlt.bcMK dea7f.aa an70ne aa ezsmaaaion of daeh eoa-

Yic~~-• all an aevertbeleea ~· iii our sootety. Tbe Gospel •a 

metbod la persuasive laritatioll, DOt c:oere.1.0a. 

Where any grogp baa used an over~ witness to seek con­

versiou, tbe ~le calls it "%eal vitboat lmmrl.edge." I understand 

that. 1~ 1" tbe purpose of Kay 73 to eall all men to Cbrlat without 

·. ~ . . . . . 



- 2 -

singling out any specific religious or ethnic group. 

'lhirdly. along with most evangelical Cbrutlana. I believe God 

bas al•ye bad a · s,Gcial r~lationship with the Jewish jeople, as · 

St .• Paul suggests ill t~ Book of Romana. In light of that, I have 

never felt called to direct my evangelistic effor•s to Jews 01:' any 

other partie\alar group. 

:C..,stly, it would be my hope that Key 73, and any other spiritual 

outreach progr• could .initiate aaticmvida conversation. which .wOllld 

raiae the •pi.ritual level of our -people and promote Dltual under· · 

standing. 

.. .. · .\". ':"•'. ... ·. 



RELIGIOUS NEWS .SERVICE, 43 WEST 57TH ST., N . Y. 10019 

·lPLIFISS PRESS ill:!?ORTS 
I il'JOLVING RZ\PISTS 

By Religious Ile\·1s Service ( 4-2-73) 

MONDAY, APRIL 2, 1973 

MONTREAT, N .C. (RNS) - - Evan'.::'c.1-is'; ::~ :' .::.:.:· ·3:.'aham has issued a statement 
here 11to amplify some of the press re;·:~ ~"-3 11 0~ ;;is comment in South Africa 
concerning castration for convicted ~ap~sts . 

He described the st<;;tcment as 11an offhand, hasty , spontaneous remark 
at a news conf erc:-ice 11 th.:. t he imr.ledi~ tely regretted. 

The evangelist added that he realized "it is not the :;:-cspor.sibility of 
a minister of the Gos rel to go around setting penal;ies. for_ crime," 

A~ the same time , he said, "It is inte~esting that the thought of cas­
tration for some rco)?le stirs a far !!lore violent r eaction than the idea of 
rape itself . Perhaps this is a part cf our perr:lissive society's sickness • 11 

According to the Bible, Mr. Grar.am comr.tented, God's justice 11\'.lill be 
administered with a severit¥ that is greater than the mind of man to irna.gine 
and this justice or God wiL be admi!listered also with ~ ~ that is beyond 
the mind of man to irr.agine . n 

. The eval').gelist pointed out that during his yisft to South Africa,. the 
African 'Dress considered his statements . on race and the historic·· integrated 
audiences that" attc::1dcd his rallies as 1:t~1e big story." 

(Mr. Graham had been quoted by United Press International on March 21 
as having said, 11I think t here should be capital punis:Went for certain 
crimes. I think that where capital pu~ishment is admi:listercd equally to 
white and black, it's been proved to be a deterrent . n On rape; he was quoted 
as having said, 11I thir\K when a pc::cson is :'ound guilty of rape , he should be 
castreted. That would stophim pretty quick." He did not refer to the 
reported co!Ta:\ent on the ceath penalty ~n his Montreat statc~cnt.) 

When the report of Mr . Graham '~ s~aternent on the death penalty and cas­
tration was first publicized in the u.s., ~t drew criticism from some clergy, 
including a group of black ministers frcm the Twin Cities area who threat ened 
to ·boycott Hr. Gra:1am's July Twin Cities .crusade unless he rcpt:diated the 
reported comments. 

The 10 protesting Minnesota clergy described those rer:i.ar!~ as "an under­
handed racist slap to black 71\en everywhere, 11 and said they wer e asking their 
churches not to take part in the crusade unless the evangelist rcpudiat~d· 
the statements. 

(more> Pl\GE -1-
i 
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They issued their. statement in behalf of the Interdenominational Minis­
terial Alliance and the Minnesota State Daptist Conventi~n an affiliate of 
the National Eaptist Convention , .Inc. 

In Springfield, Mass ., the Rev. \'Jilbur c. Ziegler, chairli!an of the Task 
Force on Penal Reform of the Council of Churches of Greater Springfield, 
called the re:i::orted ~;'"'.:'ci.hci.m proposals ntrag:i.c" and said he trwas utterly 
astonished to hear t~1em f :r.om a so-called man of God." 

Full text of Ur. Graham• s Montreat statement, which was issued April 2, 
follows: 

"I t.1ould like to ar:.::;-lify some of the press reports of comments I made 
recently in South Africa ccncerning the penalty for rape. 

"First of all, it is of intc'!'est that the African press regarded the 
big story of my visit to be in the realm of race relations. Hy strong state-.·. 
ments0n-racc plus the large numbers attending the meetings and responding to 
the Gospel were front-page news. In fact, ti1e crusades broke all attendance 
records for any event south of the equator in Af~ica. The meetings were 
.totally integrated. This in itself was played up as historic in the area. 

"I realize it is not t he res:?onsibility ·of a minister of the Gcspel to 'go 
around setting penal ties fr;~ cri:ne. I-Iy corrJP.ent on rape was an offhand, · 
hasty, spor.tancous remark at a news conference that I regretted al.most as 
soon as I said it . I m2c>.nt to come back to it before the co!lfercnce was over 
and correct it but got sidetracked on other issues. I unfortunately used a · 
word which, in our sex-or:Lented cult.ire, was emotionally charged and did not 
really clarify. my true thoughts. It came out of a deep concern for the rapid 
increase in the number of rapes and as a result of it3 having been called to 
my attention by a ncwsm~n concerning a 12-year-old girl who had been raped by 
·s.evera,Lmen 9-rtd t·1ho t~e doctors· said may be a psychological invalid for life(. 
I said ·at t!1at press ···conference, ' Uhatcvcr penalties society ·rnay impose for ·~ 
crime against the perzoa, they should be administered fairly, objectively, 
equally, and swift.1.y to all, without regci.rd to race or wealth . " 

"It is in~eresting that the thought of c,'3stration for some people stirs 
a far more violent rea~tion than the idea of rape itseJ.f. Perhaps this is 

·a r.art of our permissive society's sickness. 

"The Bible teaches that all men t·1ill one day appear before the Judgment 
Throne of God where perfect justice, untai..11ted by the sin and error of man, 
will be meted out by a just and Qerciful God. This jus~icc of God will ba 
adminis-t:ered with a severity that is greater than the mind of. mc.n to i:11.agine 
and th.~s justice or God.w-ill be administered also with a me~cy that is beyond 
the mind of m:.n to irr.a.gine . - ---

"Ultima::~:ty, the answer to controlling cr.lme is r.ot to mount a legal 
offensi·v·e ~ h..;~ to· cf:f ~c·c a che.r.gc of h.::a.rto 'l'his is the rr:iracle p:-odu.ced by 
faith in Chris·\::. 1-ly r·eccnt: wo:.-'J.d trips 011J.y s-t::r2nythen my conviction that our 
nation's f1J.turc is hinged irr~vcca:Oly to a spiritual renewal. 11 

-0- PAGE -2-
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Dr. Billy Graham 
Montreat, N. C. 28757 

My dear Billy: 

April J• 1973 

I was delighted to read in this morning's paper of y~ur safe return 
to- this country following your visi• in Soath Africa. I met last. 
night with several United Nations officials who are in charge _of the 
UN African development program and you will be interested to know 
that they were extremely pleased by the reports of your visit to 
South Africa. In fact, Dr. Gllpin, who represent& the ~ in Zambia, 
expres~ed the hope that you might find it possible to carry out 
similar integrated missions in other parts of Africa where your 
presence would be regarded as a very constructive contribution to 
breaking down barriers between races and religions. I will tell 
you more about this conversation when I have the pleasure of next· 
visiting with you. 

I thought that you would be interested to know that your statement 
regarding Key 73 and Jewish-Christian relations made a very strong 
and positive impact on the Jewish community. F.ncloeed are some clip­
pings from the English•.Jewish press which gives you some indication 
of the attention that it received. I'm sure that you know that it 
also received considerable attention in Religious News Service, 
Christianity Today, and other publications. 

In keeping with our spirit of complete candor. I do need to tell you 
that there has ·been some critical reaction in Jewish circles, which 
felt- that your statement fell abort of clarifying your attitudes to­
wards Judaism and the Jewish people in a clear-cut way. I do hope 
that we can pick up our conversation and ascertain whether you feel 
ready to proceed with the further clarification on biblical and 
theological grounds of the views that you expre~sed to me during our 
last meeting. 
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Dr. Billy Graham April J, 1973 

If you are so inclined to move forward on this vital issue, as I 
devoutly hope you are~ I should like to speak to you about the 
possibility of your addressing an appropriate and carefully 
selected group of national Jewish leaders 1n a congenial setting 
that would lead to a national improvement of understanding between 
the Christian and Jewish communities. 

I will be in New York City for the next two weeks and would look 
forward to hearing from you at your early convenience. 

With wa11Dest personal good wishes and my best regards to Mrs. 
Graham and your associates, I am 

MHT:MSB 
Enc ls. 

Cordially as ever, 

Rabbi Marc H. TanenbalDJl 
National Director of 
Interreligious Affairs 
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Like This ?1L":. 

I , .f .... ~t~ .. 
·. We have often had misgivings and doubt as to where 

r
! evang.elist Billy Graham was " coming frorri .. " .Recently a· · 

group of prominent churchmen r.aised the question with : 
' Rev. Graham as to w.hY he did not us~ his eXtraordinary ·· 

relationship with Presid~t Nixon to influence th~ . 
President toward a more fair-minded apparoach to the • 
problems of · minorities ··;n ·th is country. · · · , . 

'\ . . . \ 
. . ~ . ·. . ,~ .; 

We wondered about the .same thing then1 and up tq " 
l this week we ~ere still wondering about Billy Graham, ·i 
! :~~ ~!~~~~~=hf~~,:.~,w has~a~~ aU·-~u-~ as t9 ~h~r~ 
I · . . 1; . · 

I Rev. Graham, from a pl;ttform in Johannesburg, · 
South 1fric~~ no less, ~afled for. a revival of the death . ' 
penalty1 for certain cr~mes· and then franldy stated· "I ·: 
think when a person is found guilty of rape, he should be 
castr~te~. That would stop· him pre!ff· quick:" 

' . 
. · ·.: We have no further comment excePt to 1>9int out that · 
, Billy Gralia,ni has earned an inter11ational . ~eputation· 
i posing as the servant of God and asking people to follow 
· him in the Image .Of th~ ·creator. · 

I Let it suffi ce for-~s to ~imply raise this question:· 

Would ~d, ad_voc_at~. such a ~licy? ' . .. . .. ! 

I
' Perhaps BiJly Graham has found a n~_,Rod. -:-
Arri$l~-lilew8.·· ·· ·· · --··- - ., -: .. \ ' 

· ~ , · · · Ya ... • . t,,. ,"\ . 
. V·-- · -~ . ..: . . '. ' .... ~. _._ _ _, __ . · -
. , ... · · .. . :\~ 
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BILLY GRAHAM 

My dear Marc: 

Montreat, N .C .• 28757 
April 12, 1973 

Thank you for your good letter of 
April 3. I am delighted that my statement had 
such a good reception in the Jewish community. 
Naturally I expected there would be some neg­
ative reaction. I seriously doubt if a state­
ment could be devised that would please every­
one. 

Unfortunately I am completely and 
solidly committed till September 15 -- with more 
crusades, speeches, etc. than I have ever had in 
my entire ministry in so short a time. I hope 
you will forgive me if I postpone any further 
study on this matter until I have more time to 
think and pray it through -- and consult people 
in both the Jewish and Christian community. 

With warmest appreciation and 
admiration, I am 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 



:-----
BILLY 

Montreat, N .C .• 28757 
April 12, 1973 

My dear Marc: 

Thank you for_ your good letter of 
April 3. I am delighted that my statement had 
such a good reception in' the Jewish community. 
Naturally I expected there would be some neg­
at ive reaction. I seriously doubt if a state­
ment could be devised that would please every­
one. 

Unfortunately I am completely and 
solidly committed till September 15 -- with more 
crusades, speeches, etc. than I have ever had in 
my ent·ire ministry in so -short a time. I hope 
you will forgive me if I postpone any further 
study on this matter until I have more time to 
think and pray it through -- and consult people 
in both .the Jewish and Christian community. 

With warmest appreciation and 
admiration, I am 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 
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12 THE JEWISH POST AND OPINION Friday April 13, 1973 

BILLY GRAHAM'S STATEMENT COULD EQUAL THAT OF VATICAN II: RABBI TANENBAUM 
Editor, POST and OPINION: Judaism a~ a livi.ng .religion and not in the habit of letting other ternal Jewish spiritual Life are a Talmudic in'unction which 

It never ceases to amaze me, the . . creative vitality of the p~ople ma~e up his mind for not mutually· exclusive goals.- some rabbis ~d s 0 e 
even. aft~r my . ZO ~ears of Jewish people. ham, especially on theological The primary mandate of Jewish agencies might pronF'~y ~n 
service m Jewish hfe that questions I bod. · · · · otherwise Utoughtful people can The sever.al lines in the JTA · - · com"!una te~; such as the d1sc1phnlng .theU: heedless and · 
thoughtlessly .work up a head report and m Newsweek hardly Regarding the epithet "court Arn~~1can Jewish Coi:nmittee, is waste!ul diversion of time, 
of steam on the basis of read in beg~n to suggest the rich, J e w uncle Jakeism," - to • ~end" the religious -.and ~ttention, and money expe11ded 
two or three sentences 0~ varied, and constructive content together with my late teacher civil. bights . of ~e American ~ .unwarranted attacks on the 
quotations in the press. I am of that important - and in and friend, the sainted Rabbi Jew1s . Commumty. . Throu~h co!' s t r u c t I v e w.ork and 
afraid Utat Rabbi CJ Teich- many ways, I believe, historic Abraham Joshua Heschel I o u r .. intergroup and ·. m- achievements of Jew1Bh com· 
man's letter (P-0, M~ch 30) - dialogue. Therefore, Rabbi have become inured to such terrehgious programs, I be~1eve. munal organizations. Were they 
OD my reactions to Dr Bill Telchman's reaction may be mindless name-calling which we h~ve done. an exc~edmgly *o concentrate that energy and 
Graham's statement on Ke '7~ justified as a response to a was hurled at both of us along effective job m cai:ymg out precious time on doing a more 
is ttte latest illustration of Ythat newspaper . quotation, but that every step we took to help ~ath mandate, inclu~g some eUectiye j<lb of renewing iD­
ha111ess tendenc of "sh tin has no meaningful relation to assure the adoption of the best t e dramatic p<>~iijve results ternal Jewish llle instead of 
from the hJp" Y which c~rA g what actually transpired in my possible declaration by Vatican ~hat ~e are achie~ing uniquely carrying out primarily social 
terizes so much of the mo:; conversaUon with Dr. Graham. Council II on Jewish-Christian ~ ~eati?n to the ISSues raised action prqgrams that have. con­
of CC)mrnunlcaUng In our society Suffice it ·to say for the relations. Some of the people Y Y 

73
· ~~ted some ~ them in~ the 

today. That pattem leads,. .un· pmposes of thJs letter, should !"ho relished, sadistically or The primary mandate of the Je~!~-~ularth t agencleu.ru. of 
fortunately to' needless distor- Dr. Graham continue to Jealously, abusing us in ad· Jewish · religious agencies - . e, a are re 151VUS 
tion of important issues and elaborate his conviction Utat _ personam terms , during Vatican including the .Synagogue Council Ul name and stationery symbols 
inevitable confusion, acrimony, as he told me several times Oouncll Il - while not llfUng and Its. constituent rabbinic and :~:j w~ ~ould ,not be wit1-
and poJarizaUon - of which that week In person and over a finger to advance Jewish congregational ~<\fes ~ Is, or ng e oss 

0 88 ~&l)Y o 
both Americp and ~ewlsh llle the telephone _ 00 ·the basis interests at that historic ought to be ~. a raUonal if .. ~oung leo~le ~~. 1'e have 
Jlave more than enough. One of .his developing Biblical and· assembly in ·:Ute face of community - . to . . advaqce the Cru ~w~ othr~f\ · .9'JDPU8 
bas a right. to · expect that theological studJes that "God's horrendous opJ)Ol!iUOO from anti- cause of Jewish , learnmg· and t 

88 
e or •· 0- Life, 

Jewish leaders - especially Covenant with Ute Jewish Semites, Arab politiclalis, and Jewish reli~loua _ ·".0"1Jllltment, e c. · . . · ~ 
some ol. 1111 colleagues in the people is eternal, forever" and theological reacflonariea - are especi~lly on ~~ . part of our -' - All· that .having been said, one 
rabbinate - who should be not subject to recall or sub- among those today who are young people, ~llPJ of whom ·of the greatest needs In Jewish 
looted to . as moral exemplars sUtution by Christianity, then trying to . appropriate - or are literally" .cravmg foi" an ·life today ls the articulation of 
of responsible public behavior hJs contribution to helping expropriate - ·the results of authentic ~ewish spirituality a vision of Jewiab ~tesm~ 
would set higher standards for m 1 _11.1 on s of evangelical ~t . Oounc~ in . terms .of and meaningful Jewish .religious shl.p that will bring together all 
serious communal d.isoourse: ChrlShans reconceptualize their signJf1canUy tmproved CaUtolic- esperlences. Instead, we have constructive, creaUve forces i.a 

U Rabbi Teichman really proselytizing attJtudes -toward J~wJsh relatio~ (viz., Ute the bizarre spectacle of the the Jewish community 
wanted to understand my views Jewry will be :as signUicant In Synagogue Council of America Synagogue ~ell. and some of religjou& and communal_ In a. 
on Billy Gr;~'s declaration, its own way as Vatican council and Rabbi Henry Sle~n) as its "nachshleper'.' .~is~ntly : concerted e~ort ·to mobllbe our 
be bad an eth1caJ obligation to ll's declaration has been in if to give the impression that b a d - m o u t h f '1 ~ ;the. JewisJ! :best intelligences . and·· spiritual 
CIOIDIDunlca~ wlth me and ask helping to improve the attitudes they had s~mething to do with communal bodi~ .t!>( ' ~olng : imaginatfon that will enable us 
for the full text . of my and behavior of catholics the .~eallzation of that landmark effective work in. µ.e areas· they -to make a living crinnectioia 
statement, ,mlch -I would have toward Judaism and the S-ews. achievement. wer:e set up to d~ Prc?f~ionally between the values ind lnalgbts 
gladly shared w.lth him. At the It was that J n c i p I e n t I see the same pattern - 1n_tergroup ~ 1'lterre,llgious of · Judaism at their .~ and 
request of Dr. Graham, I visited development in Dr. Graham's emerging now Jn relation to· relatiom - and .. ,at. ~b~ 88;111~ ·the pr~ hWM.D, . IEl'ritual 
him at hlS home in Montreat, theology- that I welcomed and Billy Graham, the Evangelical time . convictlr!g . ~~ of needs of ·our people :today. A 
N.C., a~ spent three-and-a-half sought to encourage through my community, and Key '13. . . inadequacy for _ a~nUy not respect for facts :and tJte 
hours discussing with him in statement - which I read to FlnaUy, it is time that Rabbi doing the wor~: .of ~eating abaodotuM.at · of polemics by · 
consklerable depth and candor him ~d for .which he expressed Teichman and other "holler· Jewish youth . ~Uglou~1,- for ~bbl Teichman· and others like . 
a broad range of universal and appreciation to me. As for the than-thou" Jewish pietlsts come which the reDgi9'18 sg~cles ·him, are basic precondltlons for 
Jewiah concerns - from civil Rev. John Streeter's comment to terms -with the fact .that have been estabU~ecl ~d for the reallzlng of this vital Jewish · 
re~, racism, J?<>~l-Vietnam .about Dr. Graham, I would concem with seeking to put · an whl~ purposes tl~y _ hav~. been goal. 
Amenca, to th.e .demde charge suggest that we leave Jt to Dr. end by CluiSUans to the rai.smg hundrecfll .~· ~ousands ' .. RABBI M.H. TANENBAUM 
and anti&mU1sm, $oviet Jew- Graham to speak his own mind proselytizing of Jews as a of dollars. , . .., National Director 
ry, Israel, ~d especlall:r his on ~e ·several · "~ovenant" comm u ~it y ·, and for . "A falllng which ls thine do Interrellglous Aff;u... of the . 
evolving positive appreciation of theories. Dr. Graham is usually strengthening by Jews of In- not attribute to-. o~e_rs" is American Jewish Oommlttee 
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Easy To Crinciza, 

Vulgarity Wro~g 
Rob~~ Praised 
For\. Bi1.fy Graham \Stance 

Editor, POST and OPINION: "----..___ • ----" 
In your issue of March 30, Editor, PO~INION: for Cbr!i.i, Young Life,-Beth Sar 

you publisbed .a letter from 1 am enclosing a copy of a Shalom, the American Board of 
Rabb.i C.J. Teichman ·which letter. that I hav-e .written to Mis_sions to the Jews and ,the 
criticized . &_'f:lhi Mat£· -Xanen- Rabbi Ma.re H.. Tanenbau~ var_10us other organizations 
baum forhavii;g met with BiU..V-congr~t_ulatmg ~ 0~ his try1~g. ~~ con:vert Jews to 
Graham, having expressed the mag.~1cent work m g~ttm~ our Christiam:y, all .Jews, both~·fay 
deep feelings . of -the Jewish N a " l o n a l ~haplam, The an~ clerical, . must -con •• nue 
community with respect -to Key Revi:rend Dr. ,~1llY1 .Graham, to their ~g~t agai_ns! foe .. :multitude 
'73, and connmmting on the ~<!1111t that ~od s Coven~t of Christian m:ss1onanes le the 
favorable response he received. '1th. t~e · Jewish people is Jews . 

. · . . eternal. · Therefo~·e, I have .published 
.Although Rabbi -tran~aum- PHILIP P,,,.BROWN an article, in :':>ooklet form, -at 

needs no defense from me, 1 my own expense, a copy of . 
thi.ri.k It is iro:U: that in t~e 1600 Niagara St. '· which I am taking the Jiberty 
same March SG issue there lS Denver, Colo. 8fJ220 of send in g you, -entitied 
an article about Key •13 in "Judaism and . Christianity: 
which it is _pointed out lhat "he Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Fundarr:ental Differences !A 
met with Baptist and Catholic Director, Interreligious Affai.-s, .Response to Key 73).'.' 
leaciei:s and said ."bluntly" to American J ewish CommiUee, I am tryina t<> dissemir.~te 
them that "'tactics ~ployed in 165 East Sflth Street, that article, o; at !east ft!€ basic 
the Key '7.'l program were not New York City, N.Y. 10022 ideas therein; in suclt a -way 
acceptab~" 'This .meeting is _Dear ~Rab?i Tanenbaum: that 'it may bave some effect 
also reported in the M·arch 30 I ~mh to ~~gratulate yo~. ~n in counteracting 'the efforts of 

. . your magniftcent work m the Christian ·missions anti ··. 
JTA Weekly News Digest. getting our National Chaplain, niissionari.es to the Jews. In 

T h e 'Reverend Dr. · · Billy that endeavor yoµ cculd belp 
Graham, to admit that ·!'God's me by giving nie the . !James 
Covenant ~ith the J ewish and addresses <>f -any persons. 
people is 'eternal, forever." or organizations who you.- may 

lt is .s~ easy to· · criticiz~, 
particularly when one does not 
h11ow ·the facts· but tile vulgarity 
expressed in -the letter to you 
is inexcusable. 

However, I feel that ·until Dr. feel would be inter-ested :in the 
Graham bas, through his great Stibject of my -article ·an~. tha;t 
powers, brought to a ha!t the may be ab1e to u~ ,all or :paJ't . 

. RICfIARD MAASS perniciou~ pros_elytiiin_g of Jews oi it to some advantage in 
270 Martine Avenue· (particufarly Jewish youth) by behali cf ihe Jewis'h people and 
White Plains, N. Y. 10002 the Key 73 people~ tbe Jews Judaism. 

for Jesus, the Campus Crus~de PHILIPP. BROWN 
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· · Billy Gr1d1.a1i1 

World. Brotherhood Spn~t' · 
··Flows Fi;om· ·cha.nged··_Hea1 

'11te whole v,.'Orld "is watching Washington this w 
when the leaders of t..ie two most powerful nations in t 

.. world meet to sign ~w agreements. regarding nucl 
curbs, trade, and the peace of a troubled world. Many 
ple decry the importance of such a meeting, but I belie 
talking is far better than fighting, and a kiss on the chee 
which Brezhnev gave the President, is far better than 
slap in the face-and the new Continental (car) Mr. Nix 
gave .the Secretary of the Soviet States is better th 
sending them an intercontinental balJastic missile. 

There is, of course, much that divides the Sovi 
Union and these United States, from an ideological stan 
point. And the meeting now in progress does not indica 
that either will compromise his political philosophy:-bu 
hope.fu.lly, that each may understand the other's viewpo· 

-a bit better-and miderstanding never hurt anyone. -
This week in AUanta the convention of Reformed· Je 

· ·is meeting to discuss the pressint problems of the ·worl 
too. Hundreds of them, representing a million people, · 
be talking about the moral crisis we are facing in Ameri.j 
ca, and what they, the others can do about it.-As Chrisj 
tians, we welcome them. We are indebted to them fOt 

. many things, such as the Bible, with its rich .spiritual 
teachings, its concept of individual freedom, and OIJl' Lor~ 
himself. . · · · . 1 

It is my hope that Mr. Brezhnev and the Soviet govemo 
mentwill continue to grant.freedom of the Jewish people 
to exit from the USSR to Israel, without the exorbibnt exit 

· tu. They shonld remember the fate of Pharoah, who bi~ 
to restrict Moses and his peopl~ from exiting fro~ Egypti 
It is costly for nations and individuals to try to thwart thei 
plan of God. . 

I trust that Mr. Nixon and Mr. Brezhnev will bear i~ 
mind that spirit of the world. brotherhood flows from a 
chang~d heart-an~ is spiritual, ra~er than .pplitical andi 

.material. . . . ] 
.; This, · in essence, is \that we:are saying every night i~ 

the Atlanta Stadium this week. And when we call men tol 
have an encounter with Jesus ChriSt, we are helping them 
take the first step to making better people, better homes, a 
better nation. and a petter world. . _. _ · . 
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African Hayer 

BILLY GP-AHrlH AG·· CY RECEIVED 
NO FUNDS FizO: UP.BAN RALLY 

By Religious News Service (L'r-9- 73) 

NEW YORK (PJ,iS) -- Evangelist Dilly Graham will not receive any of the 
money collected at cJ. Durban, South J\h'ica, rally at which he spoke, both the 
evangelist and an organizer of the rally said. 

Their · sta tcncnts were made following ~ublished accounts that the mayor 
of Durban, Ron Ui1li2ms , had criti~:i.zcd ~:r. Grat.am and his evangelistic 
organization fo~ reportedly havina give~ o~ly a . po~tion of the offering of 
that meeting to a relief fund for the victims of a fire · that ravaged an 
Indian market the day before the ra~y. 

The rally at uhich Mr. Graham spoke in Durban was an 0vent of 
South African Congress on Mission and Evangelism, sponsored by the 
African Council of Churches and a group called Afr:ica Ent8rprisc. 
run as a Billy Graham rally. 

the 10-day 
South 
It was not 

On the morning of March 17, i-'ir. Graham we.-it with some Asian Christian 
leaders to inspect the ruins of the fire. That same morning, the Congress on 
Evangelism took an offering for the fire vi.ctims and collected 500 Rand 
($715). 

At the afternoon rally the Rev. Norn.an Hudson, a Methodist clergyman 
and the chairma~ of the rally's executive committee, announced that the 
offering had been taken at the Congress that morning. He then asked the 
peo~le at the rally to express their co~cern through prayer and in any other 
way they saw fit. 

Later during the rally Noel Flanigan) the rally's treasurer and finance 
chairman, made an appeal for funds. According to a Graham spokesman in 
Atlanta, Nr. Flanigan had "said nothing to suggest to anyone that the offering 
would be used for rcliaf .n The appeal that Mr .• Flanigan hud made, the 
spokesman said, was for funds to pay the expenses of that rally. 

When it was cour.ted, the response to Hr. Glanigan's appeal was found to 
be ll,000 .Rand ($lS,730). Then, the Graham spokesman said; a reporter for 
a Durban ne\·1spapcr went to the mayor 11and asked him what he thought about 
it." According to · the spokesman, the !Alr~an mayor reportedly got "very 
agitated and upset, and thought tllilt more of the offering should have gone 
to Indian relic:'.: • 11 

The spokesman also related that a 100 Rand ($143) contribution for the 
relief fund had been sent to the rally office, and it was then promptly sent 
to the relief fund. "But the mayor somehow got the impression t hat (only) 
this lOO Rand out of some ll, 000 ~and \'Jas to go to the Indian relief fund, 11 

the spokesman sc:iid •. 

(more) PAGE -25-
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No money from the rally proceeds was given to the Indian relief 
fund, the Graltam spo1':.esman explained, "because this was never said to 
be going to the fund-." 

Mr. Graham commented by telephone from his home in Montreat, N.C., 
that he had go:1e to South Africa as a 11 gt~est of the South African Council 
of Churches and an organiza':ion called P.:-rica Enterprise . 11 

He added: 11 I and my orgar.ization had nothing to do wit h t he organizing 
of the Con~ress or the finances. We r eceived absolutely nothing. We paid 
all our own expenses to South Af~ica, all our expenses while we were in 
South Africa, and all our expenses back. We did not recei'1e one Rand 
from anybody. 11 

In Durban , Mr. Hudson issued a s ta .::coe:-!: that "the accounts of the 
ral'.l?y are not yet finalized and the a~our:.t of tne surplus , if any, is not 
yet know:i . " He explained that since t:tc at'':er.dance (rr.ore t!'lan 4~ , 000 
persons) and the rc;sr:ionse to Nr. Graham's invitation to make a "decision 
for Christ" were larger than anticipated , more follow-up rr.a·cerials were 
used than had teen plar.ned. Thus, the expenses exceeded the budget. 
"An audited £inancia2. statement will be published shortly, " he said . 

Mr . Hudson also said that "the appeal for funds TJ1.ade at the ral ly 
was clearly s t ated to be entirely for local rally expenditures ," and that 
"fur:ds received through the ral ly office and earmarked for the Congress 
relief fund are being passed on to that f t:.nd." 

- 0-

For ~any, No Palm on Palm Sunday 

PALM SCARCE, BIS~OP AUTHORIZES 
USE OF EVERG~EN, WILLOW, LA UP.EL 

By Religious trews Service (4- 9- 73) 

WORCESTER, Mass . (RNS) - - Evergreen, willow or even mountain laurel 
sprigs and branches may replace the trad:.tional palm fronds normally 
blessed and distributed to Ror;ian Catholics of the Worcester diocese on 
Palm Sunday. 

Bishop Bernard J . Flanagan, in a letter to pastors, said that because 
of unusually cold weather conditions in Florida this year 11 palms vd.11 not 
be available in adequate supply" and he suggested substituting branches 
indigenous to the Massachuset':s locale . 

He has authorized a substitution in the Holy Week order and is l eaving 
it to t:he pastors' "ingenuity to suggest alternatives to your people." 

The bi shop also suggested that rather than supplying the branches 
thecns.elves, the pastors ask each parishioner to. "bring in their etm 
evergreen, will ow or branch of other trees, blessed according to t he usual 
rite . " 

-0-
PAGE -26-
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Dear Jerry: · 

/ ' 
H I J. I. y (j ·~ A 11 A M 

Montreat, N.C. 28757 
July 3. :973 

I was delighted to see you in Atlanta and appreciate 
your letter of June 20. 

I have read your analysis. I hope to personally see· 
the film and make my own evaluation, however I am 
sure it will be parallel with yours. 

At the first opportunity I will make as strong a 
statement as possible. It seems from what you said 
that it is not only anti-Semitic but anti-Black and 
anti- Christian. I am amazed that such a film could 
be made and distributed! · 

With warmest Christian greetings I am, 

Cordia4~ 

~ 

1Jr12-



Dr. Billy L 
Montreat, N. c.· 28757 

Dear Billy: 

July 10, 1973 

I hope tbls finds ,Ou ud Ruth in very good health. I can't begin 
te tell you bow very impressed I ~ ~n by the reports of JOU' 
great Impact both ln 8outh. Africa and 1n Korea. Thie la another 
teattaony of Qod'e working Cbrougb your presence in the world 
that la eaomoualy aiplflcant ad inaplrllag. 

Gerry Strober baa told • of bis good and conatructive conversation 
wl~b you. I appreciate very much the apirlt of your response to 
tbe CODCems tbat we have raiaecf ~lag Jeeua Christ Superstar, 
~how, acamvay the ••eaa• must s•t tbz:'Oulh to Hollywood that 
tbere must be aa end to the abuse of ·the aaacta of botb Cbristian­
f.cy and Juda~•· If it doee nothing else, t.hta debate over the 
ieauea raised la Cerrj'• analysis will make le clear to Hollywood 
offtctalclaa that another way must ~ found to tell tbe story ·of 
the ·Pass6on of Jesus t:bat does not bl.88ptaane or violate the eensi• 
billtlee of· eoad.t~ believer•·· Certainly anytbiag that you will 
do to advailce .. tbla cO"D"n objective vlll be very mucb appreciated 
by all of ult. 

In pursuance of our last coaveraati~ at your bmae, I wonder whether 
ve ·mlgbt begin to think about setting aalde some date in December 
for tbe meeting of a aelect, top level, ·and representative group 
of l•ders £rem all branches o-c:taf.sm to meet with ,au. You 
Will reaall. that you bad expressed a deaf.re f~r an opportunity to 
arci.culate your views about the rel&elonabip of Cbristlalllty to 
Judal.811, anti0 Salllti•, Israel, and ~~ted questions. Gerry and 
I · will be happy ·t;o cooperate ln arranging for such a meeting that 
will be completely acceptable to you both in terms of time, place 
and participants. 

In te~ _of ay schedule• I am co-chairing a joint meeting with 

·: . • .. 
'• .. . 
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Dr. Billy Graham •2- July 10 • 1973 

Vatican represeatatlvea ill Belgium on December 3?"d and then 
vltb the World Council of Cburcbes iD Geneva through tbe 
raat of tbat ..U. 

During tbe second week of January 1974 I will be taking part 
ln a c.feNDCe ID Cemaay. Aay tble becweea Decsber 11th and 
Janu&l"J 10th would be clear for my ~lelldar. I aaa\88 that ti. 
Cbri8*8 well wuld not be good for JOU• If Deed be9 we could 
thtok of otber daces. either la llrN'mber or Decaaber. 

bolriag bow buy JOU. are 8Dcl wbat great deeada an made oo your 
ts-. w would oemt eatirely on JOur prefereacea for fixing tbe 
date. 

·As SOOD 88 1118 bear fraa you, W will proceed to begin tbiakiag 
aboac cbe beet poaelble llst of perticlpau end any other arraage­
maot:a tbat JOU wuld like to help malr.e your view klMRfll 1D tbe 
ll08t coaaauctlve and effectlw •J'· 
Vitia wmeat pereoaal good wlabes frail bme to bmne. I • 

MB'l':llSB 

... 

Cordially as ever • 

Rabbi. Marc: B. 'raaenbtlma 
llatlonal Dlrector of 
1Kerrelf.g1oua Affairs 



Ghurch Reacfon to Graham: 
P ~·~··s,, Gra.titudE;?, Ho~· tility 
_z ~ ~ .. ~- r./2~ 7J 

By DA. . R. ss~pFF come together. and to. ~vit~ such high. but when tlley ~ 
Atlania' ::hurchmen Teact to others to consider ~~istiaru- home and compare their loca 
~Billy Graham ~ade in ty. It ~as~ very positt:-re pr'.>- m~ster to Graham, ~ey'n 
ll.IXed . tones-ranging from ~· saJd ~an David Col- terribly let down," he said. 
nqualified praise/ and grati- lms of the _Ep1~co??l Cathe- . . . . 
llde to Crrn.ciSffi and outriaht dral of Saint . Philip,_ w ho Dal! pomt.ed to the Phila 
iostility. 0 represented Ep1sropalians on delphia and New York cru 

Several Protestant rrums­
ers contacted f o r opinions 
:aturday who were ·critical of 
be evangelist's approach to 
::hristianHy asked to remain 
utidentified. According to one 
1f · them, "the crusade has 
reated. an atmosphere which 
n a k es opposition to Billy 
:Jraham look like ·an attack on 
:rt>d, America or mother." 
Those wbo praised Graham 

md his · team spoke of re-
1ewed \itality and faith in the 
\tlanta area. Dr. William Self 
>f the Wieuca Road Baptist 
~hurch called the crusade "a 
:bance to focus on primary 
:piritual vaJues again instead 
1f some of the superficial sec-. 
mdary ones we are inclined to 
;ee from day to day." 

Others welcomed the oppor­
:unity to c:ooperate with other 
ninisters in t h e week-long 
;evival. "Bl act and . white 
Christians had a chance to 

the Crusade planning commit- sad~ where be said man~ 
tee. newly won Christiansd riftei 

away fr,om church within • 
few months after regisetrinJ 
their "decisions for Christ." 

Graham's critics questioned 
the value of mass evangelism 
and the depth of Graham's 
message. . A Methodist minister, wbl 

The Rev. Frank M. Ross of called Graham's approac 
All Saints · Clurch urged his "somewhat manipulative, 
Episcopal congregation not to accused. t h e evangelist c 
attend t h e crusade in the using "all sorts of technique 
weekly church bulletin. "The to get people to respond t 
Christian religion is not a pop created emoti.ons rather tha 
experience. It is not an ex- out of their own free will." 
travaganza," Ross said. "[ 

· understand him (Graham) to He also said that churcl 
be a fine Christian man, albeit leaders, not major busine5 
simplistic and pietistic in his leacers, should have. spor 
understandings of the Chris- sored the crusade. "It's tellin 
tian in the world," he added. that the erusade came fror 

The Rev. Al Daly, youth the business community. Th 
minister at t h e Lutheran churches got on the bandwa1 
Church of the Redeemer, pre- on, but they weren't the dri• 
dict~d that many of the.thou- ing force, he said." 
sands who have made "deci- Another Protestant ministe 

· sions" for Christ here will be criticized Graham's theolog 
disillusioned aft.er Graham's because "it never results i 
departure. ( T h e cu.rusade 

ends Swiday.) "They're on Tum to Page 14A, Column 
~~--=-~~~~~~~-=-~--=-~~-



~urchmen React ' 
To Town Crusa·de 

Continu:ea from Page 1A C-Ook stress~ that· the funds 
. . . , . . collected from crusade audi· 

social action. It s aimed at m- ences should be spent " in an 

~
tant personal conversion." area of Atlanta for the cause 
"Graham gives simplistic · of social justice." Such use of 
~wers f o r complex ques- · the proceeds "would go a long 
tions tha_t ~? one. wants to way toward creating goodwill 
wrestle with, he said: among a large body of Atlan-

evera re or m ra , tans." Cook said that he bad 
among those meeting in Atlan- encouraged his congregation 
ta this past week for the annu· . to attend the· crusade. 
al convention of the Central 'fhe Rt. Rev. Msgr. Donald 
Conference of American Rab- Kiernan of St. Jude's Catholic 
bis, also called the evange- Churoh praised the crusade 
list's message limited and ·ghJy. ' •I think Graham's 
simplistic. .. wonderful and is doing a grea1 

''He combines emotional job.· He touches and affec~ 
fervor with a. message that's · the lives of a lot of people," 
essentially a cop-out," said be said. 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner of The ·Rev. Bennett Dudney 
New York City. , pastor of the First Church o! 

Briclmer a I s o criticized the Nazarene · and a membe1 
Graham's failure to call for of t h e crusade's executivE 
social action. "It's as impor· committee, expressed grati 
jant to. get J)oople up and tude to Graham for " strength 
working as it is to get them ening o u r Christian feiiow 
down on the their knees," he ship." . 
said.' Dr .Eugene Drinkard of St 

Rabbi Jacob Weinstein of J ames 'United Methodis 
S a n Francisco maintained Church also praised the coop 
that salvation comes through eration of many local minis 
helping other people and one's ters iii. the crusade. He al~ 
cowitry, and called evange- n-0ted the "surprisingly grea 
lism a false idea .of how to · number of young people" wh« 
better men's lives and their . had participated and callei 
world. Graham's style "very attrac 

The Rev. Wal.ter G. C-Ook of tive-not in the nature. of . 
Rock Springs Presbyterian circus or spectacular.'.' 
Church, praised Graham's Most" ministers who mad 
work " insofar as he calls on positive comments about th 
people to make a decision for crusade stressed the efficier 
Christ," but noted that tile cy of · the follow-up progran 
message was incomplete in · . through which the crusade ol 
"its application of principles fice refers "decision..m.akers' 
to the whole range of life." to local ministe_rs_. ___ _ 



Dear Marc: 

BILLY GRAHAM 

Montreat, N.C. 28757 
July 27, 1973 

Thank you for yours of July 10. I am sorry 
for the delay in answering, but I have just 
returned from the Minnesota Crusade. 

Yes, Ruth and I are in excellent health, 
though I am getting a bit on the weary side. 

I thought Jerry Strober did an excellent job 
in reviewing Jesus Christ Superstar. At an 
appropriate time I want to make a contribution, 
probably through my newspaper column, radio 
or television. I have already mentioned it 
twice in the Crusades. 

Indeed I would like such a meeting as you 
envision -- but I'm afraid that I will not 
have any period for such a meeting until 
early next year. 

I would appreciate your prayers as I go to 
Jordan to dedicate a hospital -- and then 
over to Israel. I have an appointment to 
see the Prime Minister on August 13. 

With warmest Christian greetings, I am 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 
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DR. BELL: 
L LI!?CTIHES' 

(8-3-73) 

SERVICE 

FRIDAY, AUGtlST 3, l973 

MONTREAT, N.C. (RNS) -- Evangelist Billy Graham ~aid here ·i;hat Dr. L. 
1-fclson Bell , who di eel Aug. 2 at the age of 79, was "not only my fa;;l:er-in­
law, he was my pastor.n 

In his personul reminiscence of Dr. Bell, who died in his sleep hours 
after add~essing il missions conference · ·:Jf the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
(Southern), Mr. Gruham described him as nthc most c·:msistent C!"lri.st:i.:in man 
I have ever known." 

Dr. Bell , the c·Jang\!l ist r'3call~cl , 11was ".;he one that :!: \·!ent t o for 
counsel and advice on almost any rr.aj .:ir decisions I e·Jer made. There flowed 
ih and out of his home political leaders, theologians, churchmen and ordi­
nury people seeking n:!.s advice and counsel." 

Describing the former medical m.i.ssionar~· as "one of the most selfless men 
I h:!ve ever known," Mr. Graham noted that nc-~·cn though he retired from medical 
service a number of years ago he still was the ' doct or' to hundreds of people 
in these mountains of wes":ern North Carolina. n 

Amcng Dr. Bell's contributions to the Billy Graham EvangcJ.5.stic Associa­
tion, his son-in-law pointed out, were the develorment of a strong beard of 
directors and the methods of church cooperation that are used in the 
crusades. · ·. 

• - ·- & .. .__ 

"He handled hundreds and ·thousa.nc!s_o.f .].Q!ters dealing with spiritual 
problems and all l'.inds of problems for me eu.ch ·year;-" Mr.· Grahaw .r~lated. 
11Hc could turn out an amazing amount ·of work. n 

Touching on some of the major aspects of Dr. Bell's life, the evangelist 
commented, "He actually lived several lifetimes: one as a basebaD. player, 
one as a surgeon, another as an edit9r, and another as a c.~urch l eader. 
He was moderator of. his beloved denomination. He lived l ong enough to see his 
s on (the Rev. B. Clayton Bell,) become the pastor of one of the largest 
Presbyterian churches in America (Highlund Park Presbyterian church in Dallas). 

. . 

But more than that, Mr. Graham u.<lded, "to those of us who knew him best 
he was a man who walked with God. 11 

The evangelist recalled that Dr. Bell 11had an amazing sense of humor. 
He was always fillcd .. \-iith little stories to make people laugh. w In a ddition, 
Mr. G-raham said, he was 11an excellent singer and pianist" and "a clever 
after-dinner spcnker.n 

In recalling his father-in-law's popularity among young people, Mr. Gr.a­
ham noted, "Just last week the son of the pastor here at Mcntreat was asked 
why he was with Dr. Bell so much. He said, 'Because I just l~vc being 
a1"'ound him. ' tr 

Three S::>uthern Presbyte rian clergymen who were close friends of Dr. Bell 
arc scheduled t o take part in the memorial service at 3 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 5, 
at Montreat!s Anderson Auditorium. · 

They are the Rev. Henry B. Dendy, managing edit8r of the. Presbyterian 
J ournal, which he and Dr. Bell. helped to f ound in 1942·; the· Rev. C. Grier 
Davis, recently retired president of the 11ount::ain Retreat l.;.ssociation (the 
PCUS conference grounqs, on which Dr. Bell lived) and of Montreat-Anderson 
College; and the Rav. Calvin Thielman, pastor of Montreat Presbyterian church 
which Dr. Bell attended • . 

.-0- PJ1.GE -6-
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August 13. 1973 

·/ / 
Dr. Billy Graba 
Montreat. North carolina 287S7 

Dear or. Graham: 

Thank JOU for· your letter of July 27th addressed to 
llabb~ Tanenbaum. 

Rabbi Taneabaum ls presently away frcm the offtce on 
vacation and will not return until after T~bor Day. 

Your-· letter will br brought to hla attention when be 
returne to the office. 

AS:ee 

. , : . 
' . . . . ·: . i; '\l : ·:.J ~ . ' 

Cordially. 

Adeline Singerman 
Secretary 

. .... .,..~ 

. : ; . 



\ .. 
'. 

\ 

\.>.: • ·~ 

\ 
\ 

/ ... 

Dr. Billy rabam 
Montreat, N. c. 28657 

. Dear Billy: 

September 7, 1973 

I appreciate very much your thoughtful letter of July 27th. I 
bave been away part o~ Che ewmner and hence the delay in respond• 
ing. 

I was very sorry to learn of the passing of your fa~r·in-1.aw, 
Dr. Nelson Ball. I know what a great ff..gure he was in the 
Evangelical ccmaunlty and I aend both you and 1lutb my ·heartfelt 
condolencea ·oa bis untimely passing. 

Witts i"agard to tba meeting with Jwteb leaders, I certainly 
appreciate the preaa of your acbadule. You suggeet 8Gllletime in 
early 1974. I.f you vlll let me know of an acceptable dace in 
February or March. I will proceed to make the necessary arrange• 
menta for a carefully selected and representative group to meat 
with you. 

I hope that your visits to both .Jordan and Israel went well. I 
fear that the energy crieie la going to ·Create a number of problems 
ln the near future, and it Will require a good bit of statesmanlike 
f.nterpreution a> avoid precipitative decisions that might be baxm• 
ful both to Israel and co peace in the Middle· .East. 

I mn takin& tbe liberty of sending you a copy .of my letter to 
Dr. Kissinger coqratulating him on hl8 recent appointment. 

With warmest personal good wishes, I am 

MBT:MSB 
Encl. 

Cordially aa ever • 

. , 

Rabbi Marc B, Tanenbaum 
National Director of 
Interreliglous Af falrs 
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August 13, 1973 
, 

J 
Dr. Billy Graban 
Montreat, North Carolina 28757 

Dear Dr. Graham: 

Thank JOU for )"Our letter of July 27th addressed to 
Rabbi Taaanham. 

Rabbi Taaenbamn ts presently away &em the office on 
vacation and will not return until after ·r.abor Day. 

Y~ letter will br brought to bis attention when be 
returna t~ tha office. 

AS:es 

Cordially, 

Adeline Stoscaman 
secretary 

··~· 



Dear Marc: 

BILLY GRAH A M 

Montreat, N.C. 28757 
July 27, 1973 

Thank you for yours of July 10. I am sorry 
for the delay in answering, but I have just 
returned from the Minnesota Crusade . 

Yes, Ruth and I are in excell.ent health, 
though I am getting a bit on the weary side. 

I thought Jerry s~rober did an excellent job 
in reviewing Jesus Christ Superstar. At an 
appropriate time I want to make a contribution, 
probably through my newspaper column, radio 
or television. I have already mentioned it 
twice in the Crusades. 

Indeed I would like such a meeting as you 
envision -- but I'm afraid that I will not 
have any period for such a meeting until 
early next year. 

I would appreciate your prayers as I go to 
Jordan to dedicate a hospital -- and then 
over to Israel. I have an appointment to 
see the Prime Minister on August 13. 

With warmest Christian greetings, I am 

Rabbi Marc H. T1anenbawn 
The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, N. Y. 10022 
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T. W. WILSON 
MONTREAT, NORTH GABOLlNA 28757 

October 5, 1973 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

On September 18th Billy Graham wrote to you and in his 
letter he mentioned that he.would let you know within 
the next month several dates to choose from. I spoke 
to him about this yesterday afternoon and he asked me 
to drop ·you a note saying that it would have to be some­
time next year - but at the moment he would not know 
a suggested date. His 1974 schedule is very, very un­
dedded at this time and my guess is that it will be 
after the first week of December before our crusade 
dates will be firmed up. 

Please know that we stand by ready to help anytime we 
can. God bless you. 

Most sincerely, 

1 ,.1f/tt:0 
<-::------'/ . .' / . -- ./) ..... 

l.W. Wilson 
Associate to Billy Graham 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
The American Jewish Corrmittee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, NY 10022 



My dear Marc, 

BILLY GHAHAM 

Montreat, N.C. 28757 
September 18, 1973 

I just returned from five weeks away from 
my desk, mostly in Europe, and received 
yours of September 7. 

I am deeply grateful for your comment 
concerning my father-in-law. He was truly 
a remarkable person, and as King Solomon 
said long ago, "there's a time to die." 
His time had come and he was ready~ 

Within the next month I hope to send you 
several dates that we can choose from for 
a meeting time. 

Because of my father-in-law's illness I 
was not able to go to the Middle East as 
I had hoped. 

With warmest personal greetings, I am 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 
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By Religious News Service (10-16-73) 

ATLANTA (RNS) -- ·Living to a ripe old age is not one of evangelist Billy 
Graham's ambitions. 

"I would rather die earlier and be preaching the Gospel than to phase 
out and live to be 80," he told Coleen Teasley, religion editor of the Atlanta 
Constitution, in a te~ephone interview from his office in Montreat, N.C. 

Explaining Wiy iongevity is not his goal, the 55-year-old evangelist 
corrunented, "I don't particularly want to live to be 80. I'm looking forward 
to heaven. I don't have any swee t desire to stay in this world." 

In the interview, he revealed that although he has become world famous 
for his huge crusade rallies, he prefers small group sessions. 

"My No. 1 preference is question-and-answer periods," the evangelist 
said, "when I can sit down and talk to clergy or seminary students and just 
answer questions. As I get older I enjoy teaching more than preaching." 

?-lr. Graham, whose crusades have enabled him to preach the Gospel to 
millions, predicted that massive rallies will some day be a thing of the past 
for him. · 

"I'm not sure I can continue as I get older in the big stadiums of the 
country," he commented. "Preaching from second base, as I d:!.:! :i.n Atlanta, is 
too exhausting." He e;;timated that he will probat">l'./ -:p ~:it b~:J cruG:.c:ies in five 
to seven years. · ·· · - .·-· __ 

Taking time off is a problem for Mc. GT-3.}·:an• .il- f.:.r rost active men. "I 
had planned to take '74 .completely off for the i:i:.c.•::;t· t:..me in ;1\y life just to 
sort of recharge my batteries and study," he related. But the Graham schedule 
for 1974 already includes a crusade in Rio de Janei~o 2nd th: International 
Conferenc~ ot~ E·1angelism in Switzerland, w!-:~.ch h; de:::~ .d~~r. as ;'the largest 
and possi.Lly the most important conferer1CI:! en evangel.i;.;;,1 ~nd missions in this 
century." 

Finances may also necess:i.'.:c.:.te a cutback in the Graham organization's 
operations. "At the moment, we do:i 1 t have any surpluse~," the evangelist 
reported, 111 think we have just .~bo~t enough to pay our bills." 

He escimated that a sir:gle one-hour television br0~dcc~s:: of a cl.:'usade 
service cos::s a total of $250,0uO. 

"The prices are going up," Mr. Graham said . "It takes a great deal of 
money. to support these telecasts. Some of tJ:iem break even, some of them we 
don' t get enough money in to pay for them, so~e of them we take in a little 
bit more ." 

Despite these problems, the evangelist said he isn't worried about 
finances. · 

"The Lord always provides," he explained. "It seems that the Lord knows · 
how much we need. He doeen't give us too much and He doesn't give us too 
little. It's a very amazing thing. I stand back sometimes and I just know 
that the Lord is doing it." 

High blood pressure is Mr. Graham'.s only major medical problem, he said, 
adding t hat he inher;i.ted it from his father. "Sure, the doctors are telling me 
to slow down," he admitted, ''but I have to balance that against my calling to 
proclaim the Gospel.u 

-0- PAGE - 10 -
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-@ERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 
Dr • . Btl ly Graham .. . 
Hon.treat, No.rth Carolina 28-757 

. . -

. Dear or·. Graham·: 

Greet I ngs t n 'Jesus·• wonder f~rl Name·. 

- · ' 

. :. 

. . 
•• . ... . 

.. . 

Once b"efore. Jn an h~~r ·we· here Jn Israel felt to be c'rt"ttcal i ... 
wrote yo~' expressing _ the hope that you would be able ' to shar~ with 
·the Pres I dent some of our con~~rns. · . I .thank yoti to·r the letter In 

· which you. repl led and for your word In ·tt·. 

Right now a deep gloom .-has. -se.tt.led_ o.ver. our '.ne.lghbors .• _ I found 
the same to be true o( their corel lgtonlsts ·Jn the United States _ 

. · on my."recent vts·1~ .th~re • . They. all _fear th.at Israel c.ould be 
pushed Into a non--vlable _s·Jtuatlon by the big powers, Including 
the United States. The· fact that ·we may be head~d for peace · 
negotiations tn Geneva· In December means· absolutely nothtng. 
History has shown that s i gned agreements mean nothing here ~n the . 
Middle East. A witness .J$ the last cease-fire signed In 1970 

.wblch wa~ broken just as soon as Egypt felt It to her advantage to . 
do so, both on the night of the signing .when she moved her missiles· 
up under the cover of darkness and on October 6 of this year.· 

They feel too, and I agree, that a conwltment on the part of the 
United States to protect her militarily Is at b~st a very risky 
solutlon for Israel and the world. The U.S. Is too far away. Her 
present attitude on sending soldiers to fight abroad, after 
Vietnam, Is also ~ell known. How binding can a present commitment 
be after. the next electlon In the U.S. or even before that time, . 

_ .. should public sentiment change over otl shortages or other s~ort-
. ages? Furthermore, Israel does not wanf foreign · troops on her soil 

_ even to defend her. U.S. troops sent to .· Israel would probably 
·. . .. . .. h.rlng a world war ·again In an~ case. : .. : . . · 

. . 
- . 

.. ,_ 

. . · 
" . 

. - ( 

. . ··" 

., ; 

.· . :·: : : : . 
. .. continued ••• · 
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or. Bl11y Graham 
November 27, 197i 

· Page Two 

lsrae·l Is far more realistic nbout Russian activity In this araa 
than It seems . Is · the Un lted States. We know· how Russ I a acted In 
the case of Czochoslavakla and how she prepared Egypt and Syria 

· for ·the current attack on Israel. We know how she could strangle 
a11 of Europe were she able to control Middle East oil. So far 
she has done well at this by working through the oil producing 
n~tlons w.fthout letter her role lr:i .It be too obviously seen.· 
Should she control the .Suez C,anal', the world would be at her mercy 
on .oll,for she would and eoufd control m~st of .the currently best 
o.11 producing areas of _the world. As we think .about Blbl teal 

. prophecy ·-ttre posslbtllty, at ·least, that Russla Is the "klng '_of 
· . the north" Is frightening. 

Israel knows she cannot rely for her ultimate future .merely ~n 
promlses by others~ A distinguished Chrlstlan scholar her~ In 
Israel for one yea~ wrote during the Yom Klppur' War that he does 

. not expect concrete Christian action to come to Israel's help. He 
. . states .that In the past even the most enlightened Christians have 

: . been notoriously neutral and ambivalent towards Jewry's needs as a . 
·.·. · ·: people. Thus he goie on: "As Chr.lstlans, therefore, our cry to · 

Israel must be, 'Don 1 t count on us to he1pl Help yourselves; no 
one really caresl : Don't trust usl In the safety and quiet of the 
lecture hall and dlalogue ·table we will voice all sorts of aid and 

. comfort. Yet when your life Is challenged, don•t · Jook to us. · 
·save you·r~elvesl 111 

·. : lsrae·l officially feels, "We must do what we think ls right for us, 
· · ;: · · · ·not what .the rest of the world .bel I eves to be c;orrect. · We stand · 

J . . .,· · alone." This Is how It .Is here today. 
• ! .. • ' ... 

· . . " . · · .. _' There . are · three things ·1.srael · needs. . . I · 

< : . .-2_ .... :'. ... . . ·. (1) Control of the Sinai, for this ts her only so_ur_ ce.· ·o~ L;0· .· 
r.: : ... :,. · .. when she Is besieged. . ·~ 

.· . . _, · · · · · · .. (2)' Secure borders at· a safe distance from her cities and 

.. . . .. ·. · ·: .. . =.· · .. : people~ (Times and conci'l-tlons have changed since 1967. The 
·. · ·. : -: · .-· · : : .: .. . -. .. ,· new fool-proof and deadly Russ tan missiles that they devel- . .. 
.:.: .. -._. .. . .. , · : -: .: ·.:·:.: : .": oped s9 that they can be operated by Illiterate, ·uneducated 
:;· ::<.: : : · ...... ::· . . peasants with almost no training cannot be permitted on the 

... \·.. · ·· · · old 1967 borders. It would be sutclde for Israel If she were · 
' ·· .· ·. to allow this material on those old borders and genocide would ._. 

~--... ~ . · ·· · · resu 1 t If anyone · e Jse were to demand It and secure It. The ·, 
· · .. : .. ·~ :" · borders must be at a safe distance. After all, the post· J967 

.. .. : .. · .. 

.. ··-': " . ·. :·· 
· borders are the result not of Israel I aggression but of 

: .<:<~-~·· .. :·· .·· .. 
. attacks launched by the Arabs whJ_ch resulted In their· loss of 
· terr I tory. · We hope and pray that IS.rael wl tl reject, ·even · 

.:. uni laterally, every attempt to 'force her back to · the 1967 
-· . 

·~ i,-. ~ ~ 
··..! 

... · . '. 

·-· .· · 
" ... . : ·• • • -~ . J_ .. • - • 
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Dr. ·a 11 ly Graham 
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Pag~ Three 

• ; . 

borders. O~r neighbors' promises have proven of no secure 
.value ln the past nor wlll they In the future. Only secure 
and r~latlvely distant borders can gtve Israel even a modicum 
of safety. I am enclosing some paragraphs written by a 
learned Professor of Law from California. They should .be . 
wt de 1 y kna.vn. ) ~ 

(3) The continued supply of strat~gte arms and materials · 
from the U.S. and any other fri'endly nations (ff there are 
suchl) for Israel's defense, commensurate with what Russia Is 
po~rigg Into the ·nclghbortng areas not for defense but for 
aggression. 

~Ii th these three key I terns Is rae 1 has a chance at survlva 1, at· 
least long enough for other colllTlltments from the United States to 
be. able to reach her In time for her survival. With theae, unless 
Russia actually attacks wlth her O\'Jn troops, Israel can stand. 
When Russia coirmlts her troops, Armageddon wt11 have arrived and 
then our role as evangelical Christians on behalf of God's people 
hare will be taken up by the Lord ·Hlmse·lf. We will not. be ab1e to 
do more. How Is the ·time for our activity. 

(I) The oil of the Sinai. 

(2) Secure and relatively. distant borders. 

(3) Supply of strategic ·arms and material 'for defense (not 
promises of troop .support). 

· ·'. After .much prayer and ~ogttatlon, and after many talks wtt;h 
. leaders here and concerned Jews abroad, the above Items stand out 
to me as mt n 1ma1 and bas l c needs for U'S and for Is rae 1 today • 

I ~pray, tf your thinkl~g to date has not arrived at conclusions 
like those above, that they may be meaningful to you (we want t~ 
survive here and all these ·are necessary to that) and that you may 
be given by the Lord opportunities to press th~ home in places of 
Influence. · 

With. warm greetings· In Christ, 

G. Douglas. Young 
· Pres I dent 

GQY/nt 
Enclosura 
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· Dr. Btlly Graham 
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ENCLOSURE . 

/ 

( , 

11When Israel finally stauck back, In June 1967, moreover, her 
· action was r~cognlzed as legitimate even In the U.N. organ~ 

where n·umerous Sovtet~Arab resolutions seeking to brand Israel 
the aggressor and to compel her to withdraw from territories 

. which she had occupied rn the course of the. war of self .. defense 
· thrust on her, were consistently defeated by overwhelming votes 

rang f ng from between 3-1 to 4-1. · · ~. 

11So far .as lega J tty and elementary good fa 1th la observance of 
the previous cease-fire agreem~nts are concerned. the Syrian 
and Egyptian records of vlo1atlon are shamelessly flagrant and 
In no sense are. they matched by Israel violations •. 

: ..... . 

. · . 

' . .. ~ :- ' 

* Egypt openly, sometimes with Jorden, supported · 
the hostile acts by armed bands against Israel. 

~ - Egypt engaged Jn wide range hostllltles across 
the Suez line under the slogans of "Preventive 
Defense" and 11\.lar of Attrft'lon. 11 

· 

* Egypt w1thout ·p.rovocatlon sunk the lsra<!:ll 
destroyer Ellat on the high seas by rocket fire. 
She was guilty of 119 such violations to the end 
of 1968 even before the escalation. After the 
escalation of the "War of Attrltfon11 she com- · 
mltted 4tooo such violations In a period of nine 
months, k1111ng 146 persons· Including c:lvlllans. 
and wounding 430. In later such acts, no less 
than 215 were. killed and 565 wounded. · 

* Syria was g·utJty of 407 cease-ff re breaches In · 
the nine months ending Hay 1970 again _ fnvolvlng 
many so 1 d I ers . and et v 111 ans dead and wounded. 

"Returning, then to. the present crisis there Is also no synvnetry 
at alt between the m.Jlltary treachery of the sudden Syrian .. 

. Egyptian attack on a Holy Day when all Jews are traditionally at 
prayer from morntng tt11 nightfall, and the self-defensive action 

-of Israel forces In 1967. In 1967, t~e Arab forces had already 
long begun the military Initiative and had repudJated the armi­
stice arrangements and were already In full military posture for 
attack at the moment of the Israel response. 

11So far as International law Is concerned, too, tt Is Important~ · 
especla.lly for the negotiations, to remember that Egypt has no 

· , clear title under International Jaw or any other law to. the re­
. . turn of Gaza. Nor has Jordan any such title to the .return of . 

Jerusl-11£1& and the West Bank. The presence of those states In 
·· · . those terr I tori es In 1967 was ·based solely on conquest during . 

·:_·. their unlawful 19-48 war against Israel. At that time the_ Soviet­
.· · Union characterized their action as aggression. · ·. ~ 
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Dr~ Btlly ·.Graham 
· November 27, 1973 

E~CLOSU~~(con 1 t) 

·~n,Jle under -International law a state which Is the . sove~elgn 
of ·a terrftory which falls under military occupatlon by . Its 
advarsary may have a right to tcturn to lt. Subject to the 

. peace terms that are negotiated, the situatl~n Is qultQ different . 
where the c1a lmant ·never WC?S the soverel gn b-ut merely a ml II tary 

· occupant who has now been ousted. Th Is ls so even If the former 
occup«tlcr. arose lawfully. Where , however, as Jn Ga1<t, Jerusalem, 
and tha \fost Bilnk, the E'gyptlan <1.nd Jordanlan occupc:itlons sprlng 

. from ur.lawfu1 warm~klng, the lack of title Is ev~n more definite. 

· ''By ~ontrast, Israel's entry · lnto ·thes·e .. terrHClr.fes Jn 1967. _arose 
from . law.fut oreratlons fn self-defense. Her status ~here Is at · 

· . the least that of a lawful belligerent occupying power. The fact 
· · · that there is no other state having sovereignty over these ter-

rl torles probably means that (tf no peace treaty Is concluded) 
lsrad •s title under tnternatlonal law would mature Into sov• 

:· ~~rcf gnty.·. For Clccordlng to the · international Court <'f . Justice, 
. 1n: such caSl?S · of uncertainty, title goe~ acct>rdlng to"tht• . 
relutTl/e strength of · the opposing claims :to sover'9lgnty.u 

· '. (l.J~C". Reports, 1953, p. 67) • • · .u 
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November 5, 1973. 

Marc Tanenbaum 
Qerald Strober 

CONFIDENTIAL 

~n Thursday evenfng Movember 1st at 9k30 l.1ecefved a call 
-from Dr. T• w. Wtlson fn St. Loufs. Dr. Wflso called to tnform 
me th-at 811 ly &raha• had arrtved at a! decf sto durfng the earl ter 
part of _the evening concernfng M~s. fltefr. aham wtshed to extend 
an fnyftatto~ to Prfme Mtnfster Metr lto come to St. Louts on Saturday 
evening, Novembe.- 3rd to partfcfpete ltn hfs Crusade meetfa9 at the 
St. Lovfs Arena. I was asked to relay the fnvftatton to the proper 
aut~0.rfttes. Wilson fndfcated tha~•rtfer in th• day Graham h•d 
given ierfou~ consfderatton to flyfng to Vashfngton o~ Saturday to 
meet wfth Mrs. Meh•. Howeve_r. that would have required hfat to 
ar,ange for a subttftute ~pe•ter and would perhaps bav• subjected hi~ 
to undue ·questtonfng concern1ng the na·tuf'e of hf s sudden departure from 
St. _Louis. I had beea awar'e of thfs possfb11 tty several hours earlfer 

- when Ruth .Gf'aham called me from Montreat to state that she understood 
B111y was plannfng to come to Vashf~gton on Saturday. Wilson als~ 
~enttoned that a pP1vate telephone ltne would be fnsta11e4 _1n Graham ' s 
ho~el room on Frtday • that I mtght be able to give the ·•umb·er to the 
pro,er off1cfa1 in Mrs. Meir's party. 

There f s one other elem~nt 'n the conversation which ~bould be reported. 
Wfl son ment1o_ned the problem$ curt-ent-1 y be·fng experienced by President 
Nixon. He .satd that ft was hfs fmpressfon that the President wanted to 
be as ·h,l·pfv,1 as pos.s.1ble to ls1"a•1 and 1t ce.rtefnly wou~d PO,t help to 
ftnd -s1gnftt·eant num•ers of .People fn the ·Jewtsh co1111unt-t ·y· supportf.ng 
the drf ve fo-r tmpeachmeat. 

t 1mmedt ately contacted yoc, and I was t_ndeed happy tha·t you were able 
to be tn touch w1th Amba.ssador Dfnttz although I am sorry that ft was 
fmposstble f9r Mr~. Met~ to accept Gra~tm's _ fnvitaiion. At 1:00 P.M. 
Friday afternnon., t ca·lled ·or. Wflson and obtained the private lfne 
telephone n~mb•r. t then shared ft ~ersonally wfth Moshe Arad at the 
Washington Hflton Hotel. At 3:00 P.M. fn •ccordance wfth our earlier 
telephone conversation concerning the POW s1tuatfon. I called Or. ~raham 
and had a 10 m_1ftute c~nversatton wfth tfm. - _He was fmmedfately receptive 
to the POW questfon and sa.f.d he would:,,-f~ti'ld-the proper occasto". ove~,-,the -_ · 
weekend to make a publte comment calling fo,. the ·1mmedfate exchange -of all 

; 
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prisoners and asking for the~gyptians and Syrians to conform to the 
Geneva Convention and to supply the Red Cross wfth a 11st of all 
prisoners 1n their hands. He also stated that he had talked by tele­
phone wfth his Washington friend three times since October 6th. In each 
of the$e conversations he stressed Israel's particular needs partfcularly 
her military requirements. In his last conversation whf(h occured on 
October 28th he emphatically suggested to his friend that the majority 
of Evangelicals tn the U. S. were strongly supporttve of l.srael. I 
mentioned that I had just-come from the Presidents Conference meeting 
with Mrs. Met«. and he wanted to know what had transpired. I made 1t 
a point of te111ng htm that the Prime Minister spoke favorably of the 
President two or three times during her talk and that each reference 
to h1m was greeted with applause by the gathered leadership. Graham 
said that he planned to speak to his friend November 3rd and that he 
would communicate this response to htm. 

I believe one other aspect of the conversation ts of interest. 1 
menttoned to Graham that those individuals tn the Jewish commuhfty 
who were aware of h1s efforts felt a great measure of gratitude toaard 
him. He responded by saying that he felt privileged to be able to be 
supp~rt1ve of Israel. He reiterated tn thts conversation what he had 
said fn an earlter communtcatton that this ts the only issue fn which 
he plays an advocate's role with h1s friend. He concluded by saying 
as a Christian he owed everything to the Jewish people. 

GS:as 

CC: B. Go 1 d 
s. Hirsh 
A. J. Rudin 
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R E L I G I 0 U S 
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By Religious News Service (11-26-73) 

s E R v:r c E 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1973 

MINN&~POLIS (RNS) -- Famine relief in Africa was a major beneficiary 
of Billy Graham's Upper Midwest Crusade at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds 
in July. 

An audited statement of crusade finances revealed that the 10-day 
crusade cost $296 ,104 and that income, including offeri~gs, totaled 
$306,905. 

'Tbe surplus of $10 , 801 was distri~uted t o the Billy Gra ham Evangelistic 
Associ~4.on . 

George· M. Wilson, association executive vice- president, said that an 
appeal made: by Mr. Graham at· the final service had -resulted in more -than. 

--$1J4·, 000· for -famine ·t-elie'f'fo Africa. · · -- - · - -·· -- · - ---' -- -----.. -

This total included the offering of $71,474 received at the final 
crusade service , plus an additi onal $32,584 sent in by people throughout the 

. cc:::ntry since the crusade . 

Mr. Wilson said the funds have been used to purchase grain and other 
food for starving persons in Mali, Senegal., Upper l/olta , Chad and Niger. 

He said it is estimated that $10.50 will buy enough millet, the Africa0 
diet staple, to feed 15 persons for a week. ' 

The Rev. Howard Jones , a Graham associa'te evangelist, and two other 
association staff members visited Africa and determined that use of existing 
missionary and African governmental relief agencies was t he best way to 
distribute the famine funds. 

They found, according t o Mr . Wilson, that se\1eral years of starvation 
· threats lie ahead until drought-stricken land can be irrigated and seed 
· planted. 

The financial statement on the crusade revealed that crusade offerings, 
: which totaled $151,151, accounted for almost half the recei pts . 

Other scurces of income were "share partners ," persons who ::Oudgeted 
regularly for the crusade, $68,814; genera l donations, $59,245; choir, 

". concert and special meeting offerings , $16,595; special gift , $10,000, and 
' miscellaneous $1,100 . 

(more) PAGE - 11-
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Advertising and publicity , which cost $85,233, was the biggest single 
expense item. Special i tems, including insurance, crusade bulletins , choir 
and usher ~aterials, concert and miscellaneous expenses, cost $67,956 . 

Major expense items also included $43,986 for arrangements, including 
stadium expenses , sound system and platform arrangements, and $35,836 for 
office operations, including office salaries , postage, supplies and services . 

Other expenses, broken down by committees, included finance, $24,981; 
counseling and follow- up, $19,703; team, $13,496; prayer and visitation, . 
$4 , 079 , and group reservations, $834. Committee expenses included pr inting , 
supplies and postage. 

I .A. otsHAUGHNESSY DIES AT 88; 
GAVE MILLIONS TO CHURCH, CHARITY 

- 0-

By Religious News Ser vice (11- 26- 73) 

ST. PAUJ,, Minn . (RNS) - - I .A . 0-Shaughnessy, widely known St. Paul Roman 
catholic layman and philanthropist, died Nov . 21 in a Miami hospital at the 
age of 88." 

Over the years , he gave mi llions of doll ars to educational and o t her 
institutions, Catholic and non-Catholic, in his home community and around 
-the world. 

One of the projects he financed was the Ecumenical Institute for 
Ad•1anced Theological Study, built in Israel midway between Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem. 

The institute ~as concei ved a t a m~eting involving Pope Paul, Father 
Theodore Hesburgh, preside~t of Notre Dame University , and Mr . 0-Shaughnessy. 

He recalled the meeti ng j n a 1972 intervi ew: "I told Hesburgh (who was 
t r anslating) to tell His Holiness t o get off his pants and get at it r i ght 
away because people forget soon. Hesburgh had a rough time trying to say 

"that in Italian, and in a different way , to the Pope. But the deal was made . " 

Mr . 0 1Shaughnessy gave about $4 million to the Institute . 

Among his other gifts, he buil t a memorial library at the University of 
Notre -Dame; a building for a library at the College of St. Thomas, St. Paul; 
and an auditorium at the College of St . Cat herine , also in St. Paul. 

Mr. O'Shaughnessy was a 1907 graduate of the St . Thomas College; soon 
after he began amassing a fortun~ from oil prospecting. He founded the Globe 
Oil and Refining Co., which he headed from 1917 until his death . Hi s finan­
cial i nterests a l so included railroads, banking , and other enterprises . He 
was a trustee of numerous r eligious and educa t ional institutions , including 
the St . Paul Seminary here , University of Notr·e Dame, and St. Thomas College . 

In 1967 he was named a Papal Count by Pope Paul. 
a Brotherhood A~~rd from the Minnesota-Dakotas region 
conference of Christians and Jews . He called it "one 
that happened in my life . " 

In 1971 he received 
of the Na tiona 1 
of the greatest things 

Mr . 0 1Shaughnessy is survived by his second wi'fe , Blanch, and five 
children by his fir st wife, Li llian, who died in 1959 . 

- 0- PAGE -12-
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Mr. Graham was in Switzerland conferring with colle agues about 
the upcoming International Congress on World Evangelization when he 
received the invitation to preach at the White House service . He and 
his wife were dinner ·and overnight guests of the Nixons preceding the 
ceremony. The Christmas service was Mrs •. Nixon's suggestion, 
according to an insider . 

The evangelist had been under pressure from some in the religious 
community to deliver a public rebuke to Mr. Nixon, especially in con­
nection with Watergate, or at least to disassociate himself from the 
White House inner circle. But Mr. Graham, explaining privately that 
such an act would be ethicall y in poor taste and would ignore the sins 
of many others, chose to be more general in his remarks . 

"America stands on the threshold of divine judgment today," he 
declared. "Morall~", sociall y, economically, politically, and spiritu­
ally we are in deep spiritual trouble. We have turned from God, and 
every month seems to take us further away from the only One Who can 
reverse the tide and forestall the i .mminent judgment . We must alter 
our course if we are to see many more Christmas seasons as a free 
people." 

Also, the evangelist said, "we must reorder our priorities. We 
must remake the unjust structures that we have taken advantage of the 
powerless and broken the hearts of the poor and the dispossessed . " 

But, he cautioned, wh ile "we all admit that we need some sweeping 
social reforms and in true- repen1tance we must determine to do some-
thing about it -- our greatest need is a change in the heart." 

The evangelist concluded his s e rmon with a referenc e to Christ's 
second coming: "He will take control of this war-weary world and 
bring the permanent peace we strive for and long for. A new world 
·will be formed. A new social order will emerge." 

AGENCY REPORTS ON ARRIVAL 
OF USSR JEWS IN NEW YORK 

-0-

By Religious News Service (12-17-73) 

NEW YORK (RNS) - - An estimated 1,200 Russian Jews have settled 
in the New York area since the end of 1969 and are reportedly being 
absorbed into American l~fe with "astounding speed. " 

Philip Soskis, executive director of the New York Association for 
New Americans (NYANA), also reported that more than 420 Russian Jews 
settled in the New York area between Aug. 21 and Nov. 30. NYANA is 
responsible for the resettlement and absorption of Jewish immigrants 
in the city. 

Though the number is small by comparison, the increase has 
paralleled the rise in the much larger numbers going to Israel," Mr. 
Soskis said. - "In the l ast three months, the influx has represented 
more than one- third of the entire group of russing immigrants to the 
United States since the end of 1969." 

Among Russians settling here during the recent three- month period 
were 21 engineers, 18 physicians, 3 lawyers, 2 architects, 2 film 
directors and 20 teach~rs, translators and professionals with similar 
high level skills. 

NYANA privides housing, educational and vocational counseling, 
'job training and placement to newcomers in addition to financial 

assistance. The organization receives funds from the United Jewish 
Appeal ·.campaigns. -0- PAGE -23-
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By Religious News Service (12-17-73) 

S E R V I C E 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1973 

WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) -- It's been "a very convulsive year, " 
evangelist Billy Graham told a -W·hi te House pre-Christmas worship 
service audience in the East Room. 

President Richard Nixon and 350 guests, many of them members of 
Congress and their families, listened intently as Mr. Graham cited 
Watergate, the Mideast war, and the energy crisis. 

'~illions of Americans arc con~used, discouraged, cynical, fright­
ened and disillusioned," said the 55-year-old evangelist. But, he went · 
on, there is hope in the message of Christmas. 

In his 20-minute sermon entitled, r•The Cradle," the Cross and 
the Crown," Mr. Graham called for "sweeping social reforms," and he 
warned of impending national yudgment if repentance from sin is not · 
forthcoming. 

"If we as individuals here in this room today, and we as a nation, 
would humble ourselves and turn from our sins, God has promised for~ 

__ giv.eness, p~~:p..ng t.o ... the nation, . ar.id .. ~t_~rnal life," the Souther.n 
Baptist prEfacher dec·1a:red . · - ., · - - · - ·. -· · ·- - ··· 

The occasion was the 42nd White House worship service since Mr. 
Nixon took office. Mr . Graham .. has preached at three of them, including 
the first one just after the President's inauguration in January 1969, 
and he shared a platform at another. 

As always at Christmas, the White House was ablaze with lavish 
stands of brilliant red poinsettias and miniature green trees and 
gold trimmings lending a note of physical beauty to the service. A 
manger scene graced one wall, next to a towering display of poinsettias, 
and a huge portrait of George Washington. Decorative lighting, however, 
was minimal. 

A last-~inute hassle involving a group threatened to mar the 
service. The Yale University Whiffenpoofs had been scheduled to sing, 
but several of the 15 members decided to boycott the meeting as an act 
of protest, apparently .over Watergate, and the _ group's presentation 
was cancelled. · Instead, the 30-voice Army Chorus was pressed into 
action. The soldier~, clad in dress blues and gold braid, sang three 
carols during the half-hour service. 

Mr. Nixon added several postscripts after· the benediction : He said 
he wanted the American people to _know that there would be enough 
gasoline to drive to church on Sundays -- "if they don't drive too far." 

He also noted that this will be the first Christmas in eight years 
when all the American POWs are home, and he called for a Quaker-style 
moment of silence in their honor. 

Said the President: "Our prayer is that we are not at the begin­
ning .of an interlude · between ware but at the beginning of long peace." 

(more) PAGE -22-



GRAHAM ANSWERS QU!illUES 
ON WAR POSIT ION ) F 

MONTREAT, N.C.--(ABNS)--Evangelist Billy Grah~m has issued a public 
scribing his position on the Vietnam war, his relationship to President 
opinion of the role of an evangelist. 

statement here de­
Nixon, and his 

His statement was issued in response to inquiries by the press and several religious 
per~onalities asking him to intervene with President Nixon asking for a cease fire in the 
Vietnam war. 

1he Rev. Dr. Ernest T. Campbell, minister of Riverside Church, New York City, read an 
"Open Letter to Billy Graham" from the pulpit· on Sunday, December 31, at the morning service. 

The provocation for Campbell's letter was Billy Graham's failure to speak out on the 
war and h~s failure to respond to an overture from the Chicagoland Area Committee for Key 
73 that implored him to intervene with the White House to secure a cessation of the bombing 
of North Vietnam. The Key 73 appeal was written by the Rev. Henry W. Andersor:i, a United 
Presbyterian pastor who is chairman of Key 73. · 

Dr. Campbell's letter was read a day after President Nixon ordered a bombing bait above 
the 20th parallel, pending resumption of peace talks on January 8. The Riverside pastor 
went ahead with the reading becnuse of the continued bombing below the 20th parallel. 

He voiced appreciation for much of Mr. Graham's ministry and invited him to preach at 
Riverside, but he urged the evangelist to be a "prophet" ••• not just a house chaplain. 

"As one ·of the 'near voices' within hearing distance of the throne you surely bear a 
responsibility to critique government policy as well as bless it." Dr. Campbell: S<lid. 

The letter also. dealt with the supject of effective evangelism and the essential nature 
of biblical religion. Campbell said that the new life in Christ does not divide t'!le personal 
and the social into two separate camps. 

"Because of your high visibility you have a unique opportunity to give dramatic defin­
ition to a form of evangelism that is equally comfortable confronting men and women with 
":he claims of the gospel or calling the nation to a new fidelity to social righteousness," 
said Campbell. 

In an 800 word response, Billy Graham declared, "I have regretted that this war has 
gone on so long and been such a devisive force in America. I hope and pray that there will 
be an early armistice. 11 

Commenting on a frequently used description of his relationship with the Nixon aamin­
istration, he declared: "Neither am I a White House 'chaplain'--anymore than Cardinal Cush­
ing was during the Kennedy years or Dr. Edward H. Pruden was during the Truman years." 

Graham said that he has been personally acquainted with every U.S. President since 
Harry 'J:ruman and that "it is an unwritten law that when you visit a head of state, you do 
not reveal what you discussed." 

Of his role as an evangelist, Mr·. Graham commented: "I am convinced that God has called 
me as a New Testament evangelist--not an Old Testament prophet! While some may interpret 
an evangelist to be primarily a social reformer or a political activist, I do not. An evan­
gelist is a proclaimer of the message of God's lov·e and grace in Jesus Christ and the 
necessity of repentance and faith." 

In conclusion, he said, '~verywhere I go this year, I am going to call for renewed con­
cern for each other, a revived dedication· to just government, and a revitalized consecration 
to God in our national life . " 

--ABNS--



KEY 73 .. AN INTER.DI REPORT if}l 

A Preliminary Survey and Evaluation of the Impact of Key 73 on Jewish­
Christian Relations 

by Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, National Interrellgious Affairs Director 
of the .Amer.ican Jewish Conmi~tee 

--------~~-------~-·----~----~--
uThe year-long evangelical campaign, Key 73., scheduled to 
begin in January• could well become an nis toric turning 
point in relations between Evangelical Christians and Jews 
of the magnitude o~ Vatican Council II, provided it is· 
used as an opportunity to clarify Christian recognition of 
Jews and Judaism as· valid sources of truth rather than as 
objects of conversion. 

nchristian leaders, including. Evangelical leaders, ~ve a 
valid theological alternative to proselytizing which has 
already been accepted by substantial numbers of recognized 
catholic and Protestant theologians and Biblical scholars, 
namely, that: the Covenant of Sinai is permanent. and that 
Christianity must see itself not in terms of substitution, 
but rather in terms of being a complementary Covenant to 
the Covenant of Israel." 

Those two themes. which this writer set forth in December 1972 - on 

the eve ·of the launching of Key 73•s program "to call the continent 

. to Christ in 1973" • . were the .bases. of a . policy adopted ~y the 

National Executive Council of the American Jeri.sh Committee designed 
. ' 

to tlelp transform a potentially conflict-laden issue ·into an oppor-

tunity for achieving· mutual ·understanding and reciprocal respect be-

tween Christians. and· Jews. During the past several _months 11 AJC' s 

Interreligious Af fai-rs specialists have met and corresponded with 

numerous Key 73 national, regional, and local leaders, as well as 

with catholic, 'Protestant 2 and Evangelical .denominatlonal leaders 

affiliated with the-4lllprecedentoo ecumenical drive to evangelize 

. - --------...._ 
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,.every person in North America. " In addition, w:e have conferred 

with a large number of local rabbinic associations, Jewish commun-

ity councils, and ecumenical and int:erreligious bodies in every 

region of the United States. Included in this effort of education 

and int·erpretation of Jewish concerns about Key 73 have been con-

ferences with Christian and Jewish edit:ors, (_nd ~ variety o·f appear­

ances on national and local TV mid radio programs throughout the 
-~~~~,..-.=---"'--______ _ 

country. · -~--.c:;~~ · 
What have been the effects. of these efforts? While Key 73 

is still in its earliest .stages and i ·t is therefore too early to. 

draw any definitive conclusions, enough da~ has been accUll1Ulated 

to warrant the following preliminary conclusions : 

1) The public articulation of Jewish concerns regarding the 

possi.ble negative implications of aspects of Key 73's pur-Poses ~~­

,\merican pluralism, ,,~idled -pr~;o:· ~f·J~ ·denigrating __ ____,_~ 
im~g~_!_Jlf Judaism, aoo po.tential nurturing of theological,. anti· 

Sem.....!J:..Mmtha~ res~lted i~ a decidedly positive response on the part 

of many Christian leaders, including Key 73 spokesmen. There are, 

of course,' Christian clergy ' who continue to adhere to classic, lit-

eratist evangelical views regarding .Jews and Judaism, but that was 

predictable and far less surprising than our survey's finding of 

the degree to . which Christians associated with Key 73 were prepared -

once they understood the issues - to rethink their atti~es toward 

Judaism in tenns that accorded increasingly wi~h Jewish ·self-under-

·. 
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standing. 

2) This national dialogue, although accompanied at ii.mes 

by uncomfortable but fre~uently constructive intergroup tensions., 

bas served as an occasion for Catholic, Protestant, and Evangelical 

leaders to clarify - £or the first time - tbat the policy of Key 73 

i~ 0 to reach the UD.C:hurched" and that Key 73 "has no strategy for 

proselytizing the Jews.'' The Rev. Joe Hale, a central figure in 

Key 73, stated• "Key 73 was organized by Christians wanting to share 

a personal meaning in faith with those who seek no faith. We have 

never been interest~ in cox:neri.ng people who have a meaningful faith 

and trying to persuade them." (Religious News Service, Jan. 11., 1973) .• 

Reflecting these views, the Rev. Cluu"les L. F.astma.n, minister 

of the First Congregational Church, North Miami. norida, sent a 

letter to ~11 the rabbls in _his area, declaring: 

0 1 for one, do not consider Jews. as 'uneburchedt. It .is my 
' ' 

understanding that the other three ministers in the area do not con-

sider Jews as a target for 'Key 73' either •••• If 'Key 73 1 united 

Christianity by dividing Christians and .Jews, in my opinion, it has 

failed .in its effort.H (Miami Herald, Dec. lo. 1972). 

A number of other similar statanents by Roman Catholic, 

Protestant and Evangelical spokesmen are reported elsewhere in this 

doeument. The net ~nseque~ce of these declarations is that a ·fund· 

mental and crucial point is being made and understood• probably for 

the fi~st tinle on a national basis in the history of Jewish•Ch~istian · 
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relations throughout the United States. namely, that the .Jewish 

community is "of£ limits" to· ·proselytizing activity, pd that Jews 

will not accept passively a relationship with Christians that re­

duces Jewry to an object of conversion, .and that does not respect 

Judaism as a living foith and source 0£ permanent truth and value 

to tne Jewiab people. Thls does not exclude tf:te possibility that 

individual Jews will become Christians, as growing numbers of 

Christians are becom~ Je~ (mainly through: intermarriage). The 

decisive development that is emerging is that a national_ poliey ia 

.£- ~ being: shaped between faitb comnunities that excludes proselytizing 
.... ~ · . 

. ~ t """'~ "", .. 
-.··"' ~, as a baaic precondition to any ongoing. meaningful relationship be-

iJ tween l\merican Christians aQd Jews. 

3) The Key 73 di.alogue bas led to a national c~ification 

of policy regarding anti-Semitism. In a letter to this writer, 

dated December 14. 1972, the execµ.tive di.rector of Key 73, Dr. 

Theodore A. aa.edeke, of St. Louis has written, 

"There ls no ~ti-Semitism in either the ideology or the 

thrust of Key 73 •••• We do not wish to persecute. pressure or force 

.Jews to believe or do anything against their w111 ••• we will atteatpt 

in no way to wrong the Jewish comflJUnity ••• 11 

That statement assumes significance especially in rel•tion 

to fundamentalist Christians. who have tended to teach and preach a 

literalist interpretation of ~he Crucifixion episode which histor• 

ically has portrayed Jews as "Christ•killers.u and_ ~enemies of God," 



·thereby providing poisonous seeds of anti-Semitism. That school of 

thought which associates itself with this evangelical campaign can­

not now use the sanction of Key 73 for such an.ti-.Jewish views. 

4) The Key 73 dialogue has resulted in the beginning of some 

clarification regarding th~ ideological implications. of its provoca­

tive slogans for American pluralism. The m0st forthright statement 

·On this issue has come from the edi.tors of Christianity Today, who 

were centrally involved in lawtching Key 73: 

"We can dismiss as wishful thinking any announced airit by un­

informed Key 73 participants of making the.United Stat~s a Christian 

nation and it will very -probably never be. Nor should we hesitate 

to pronounce judgment .upon the concept of civil religion in Americaj 

if there were such ~ thing, it would turn out to be a Frankenstein 

monster that no- devout Bible believer ~ould want any part of." 

(Religious Newa Service, Dec. 5, 1972). 

Welcome and valuable as ~.sre these. clarifications of basic 

issu~s, it must be stressed· that they have far from penet~ated as 

yet into many local eoilllrunities, nor have they influenced the atti­

tudes and behavior of numerous fervent "grass roots" evangelicals 

toward Jews. We ar·e in t:he process of compiling for publi.cation re­

ports from Jewish conununi.ties throughout the country which already 

demonstrate that such groups as campus Crusade for Christ., Inter­

Varsity Youth Fellowship, Young Life. Athletes In Actiont Jews for 

Jesus, etc. are abusing the conscience in many instances. of Jewish 
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young p~ple on college campuses and in public high schools. It is 

ab\.1Ildant:ly evident that there e?(ists a major responsibility for Key 

73 leaders, especially in local comin,unities. and fot" Jewish leader-- -sh~p to assure that these coercive campaigns and pressures ~~ ees• 

'\JUt Jewish- • frequently accompanied by psychological harassment and 
. ~~((~. 

social ostracism • yoting_ p~ple . be stopped at once.. Inaction, indif• 
/1 

ference, or passiv~ity ean have deeidedly damaging consequences for 

our public school systems as well as for the civic peace of our so-

ciety. 

The Key 73 dialogue has also led to some essential clarif ica-

tions within the Jewish coomunity, namely: 

5) There is a renewed recognition that the wid·espread and tra• 
. . 

ditional Jewish coamitment to religious liberty and freedom of con-

science supports the right of every group and individual to express· 

his/her version of ~e truth in the pluralist marketplace of ideas. 

·The Jewish community clearly accepts the fa.ct that evangelists have 
0 

the ri.Qht to witness to their beliefs without threat of intimidation 

or coereion from anY-one else, provided they do not viol~t:e the civil 

liberties of others; compromise the separation of church and state. 

nor offend the consci~nce of an individual who wishes not to be wit-

nessed to. 

6) To the degr~ that Key 73 concentrates its objectives and 

programs on deepening ·the coumitment of Christians. and of transform• 

ing their lives as instruments of love, justice •. and reconciliati<>n, 
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many Jews will not only not want to- hinder their efforts, but: in­

deed will bles.s their undertaking and pray for its success. 

7) Whatever defection of Jews from their faith to another . . 

faith that will take place • and data reveals that the· number is 

far from the.infl';lted figures clai.$ed by evangelical pr0ttaoters and 

professional mission-to .. the-Jews groups - will result more from in-

adequate Jewish education, vapid synagogue· experiences., and weak 

Jewish · _family life than from proselytizers.. Key 73 has compelled 

the Jewish community to face drama.ticaliy what it bas known all 

along• "you can't fight something withnothing. 0 Most Jewish 

leaders are convinced that there is plenty of spiritual "somet:lling11 

in Judaism, and that the Jewish faith and prophetic worldview are 

in many ways more relevant and meaningful to the present moral and 

human condition than most other spiritua,l ways of life. Ironically. 

Key 73 has .performed a ·positive service for the Jewish community by 

helping to raise the consciousness-levels of many Jews over the ur• 

gent need to pay more adeqUate attention and take more effective ac-

tion in making living connections for young people between the spiri-

tual richness of their traditions and their life situations. The 

energizing of current discussions within the Jewish eonnunity over 

enriching Jewish identity, strengthening Jewish education and the 

Jewish family and religious life in the wake of the Key 7~ dialogue 

is the latest installment of a long story of Jewish c~ea-tive response 

to the unending challenges of living in the Diaspora for the pa.st 

2,000 years. 
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.Dr. 'Theodore A. Baedeke of St. Louis:£ becutive Dlgctor 
I 

of. Ket. 173t 

"There 1a no anti,.Semitisnl ill either the ideology or .the 

thrust of Key 73. ·· 1 trust. that you undersatand th!&, jus~ as we 

understand your · position ~o be i2Dt .aiitiwC!n;utian. we do not vi.sh 

to p~secute, press·ure or fore~ .Jews to believe or do anything -satnst 

their will. OD. the ogher band we are eonfi<knt that tbe .lewis do not 

Wish to wderm1ae o~ holy faith or deprive u of our rights to 

pi:~te our faith-the privilege which we enjoy in America. 

"Rest assuted di.at we will attempt :ln: no· way to deny our deep- . 

est Chriatian C01lVktions f.n this reaard sc> :that we wrong the J'Wbh 
. . 

·C»UWWWity in ny ~.zay.. A~ the a.- tlae, l .hope that we may he 

~onf ldent t~t >'® ~!1Q- :are uot Christian '1111 na~ in any way intimidate 

or ~ssure the mmay Cbristtens ~tkipating ·Sn Key 73 agalut 

eanfessing before.. men ~ saving Gospe1.~ ... " 

(From a let:ter i:o Rabbi Hare R. ianen1>aum. ~U!d . .December 

14~ 1972.) 

The Rev • . Joe Bale of Nashvili.e 1 Executive Comitt~ of ' t• j F 

"Key •73 ~as organ.I.zed by Chr~i.ans wanting to share a 

tmtsonal meufng !it ifaith with t~ ~h!> seek no faith. We have 

llfVeZ: been hmeel!ated in cornering people ~he> have a meanin&IU 

£•!.th a·a tryiUg to persuade them."' 

:! 



The Bev. Charles L. f:!stmsn.i, :«orth Mini, Florida, teex • 73, ... . " 

!Jild.Minister of the Ftrct Consreptionat Church: 

aev. Eastraan ~iled • letter to the rabbis in hie a:rat 

stati.Dg the folt.ov~:. 

T'The Key 173 project 1& mare of a %evJ.val thaa a 

evanselistlc plunge. By that l mean ~bat we have "heightened the 

awreness of our 0tm people of their own religion. 

"In the 'Key t7s• plan, of course, ;hb heightened at:."Sreness 

J.B. expected to lea4 to an effort a> eeach ·the unchurcbed in this area, 

to invite them into ;be c=eh." 

The; v.ev.vP!ffiit Jeng, eo-cbairm.!.n of Lo• _Aw:.eteaa Key in: 
·1t1 a111 del.lghted for our contim.dllg &lope between the 

Jewf.sh and Christian comrmrd.ties. Xf ,.~ keep open aid loving. iiothing 

but great good will come of i.t. 

"!his who le df.a logue has f~ed me to do some deeper ~hinldng. 

I ati just c:o11>1et1n& a statement which uill be printed fn the neKt 

issue of· our churc'It p~., It will be ~ part of my sermon next: 

&tnday mrnf.q. 1 •11 send you a copy of it in a few days. · 

"It was .PPOd o·f you to -remind _.of our mutual friendship 

uith Joe Bale .and Ron !Carr. 'l'hese fe Uow ~ ~o of God ta finest 

whoa I lold in hith s:egarf;l and ~P af£eetlon. They .are. doing a 

gt-eiJt jol> ~ i(e)" •73. When the whole Ohr:btb!ti coommity becomes 

a~ matut'e •s 'tbey are) . no ~ will have. to be turned off by attempts 

at proselyd.ft8 ill1.d yet every Christi.an vlll be able to witness Ood./a 

. - . .. 
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The 8.ev. Louis C. Meyer. Chairman of Key 1 73 Metropolitan 

New ;tork Planning Group: 

· cewe plan to prepare a statement for you which will embody 
. . 

some of the points we ment~oned when we met with you~ Since our 

KEY '73 Steering Committee does not meet again until Monday, March 

12, the etatement will not be forthcoming witil after that meeting." 

The Rev. Emil 11. Bunjesa Denver Area Coordinator for Key '73: 

''We have no strategy for the Jews in our current program. 

We just hope to get the Gospel to the greater Denver community. 

''But if a person is in a place where he can witness to Jevs, 

so be it •• 

"We must ·be. oHddient to the great coamission, to go into 

all the world and preach the Gospel. Jews are a part of the world." 

He. said he would be willing to discuss the matter with 

Jewish leaders. HAnd I hope they would be willing to listen to me 

also. " 

Dr • .James Havens , a member o £ the local Key '7 3 com:nittee .L 

said: 

""In no way. is Key '73 or any section thereof designed as 

a progr;am to proselyte Jeus. 

"On the other hand a primary concern of Key '73 is to witness 

to non-Christians~ So I could nQt say Jews are off limits. 



--
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t• '---• ~Y :Syq>sthetic to them, but in Bb way ~ould I say I uould not 

talk to a· Jew. .about his relation to Je$ua ~ n 

(Denver Post> .Tantiary 24, 1973)-

Regons,e bI Rabbi ~nenbaum (Denber Post 1 January 25. 1973): . 

. "I welcome the several statement.s by the distimtgisbed 
clergymen of Denver in ~iiicb they have indica~ed that •there . i$ no 
su.ategy for prosel~ing the· Jews•· in the. Key '73 Campaign~ It is 
evident howevers that: .further cl.srification is needed between informed 
and- r-esponsible ..Jewish leoders on serious md fuadamental theologk.al 
issues t$icb ai-e raised by some -of the e0nments of the Dehber 
ministers.. From the perspeetiw of some of tl1e most serious Clu;istian 
scholars, especially in the area of Bew 1'e.stameut studies, .Jevs 
h<>l-d .a special place of e-lectf.on in Qod1s economy and therefore are 
n&>t $b'lply •another part of the worad·t to be witnessed .to.. That 
is a eruc·ial ls$ue ~ catholic and rr.otestant tbeologi.ns have 
confronted and i:esolved leading to a new respect f;Jr· the· living 
.reality of Judaism as- a pel'tDallent faith mid eternal source of truth 
.and value for the .Jettish people. The Evsngelical community ha~ an 
obl.igatien~ lt seems 'to me, to take seriously .that point of v~w 
9Meh ·is gaining. ascendency in many p~ts of the Chiistian academic 
mid theological woe1.d. Key '73 represents ~ll exctlllent opportunity 
f~ ~.e.apoaslble evsnge1icala to com to terms with the QeY u~­
st~ of Judaism and t~· respect it' in it:a own terms and to cease 

.-aeallng With the :mother fa!th of Christianity .as. if "udaism i.s 
siq>ly anothe~ relf:Bion to be converted -out o-f its existence. 

'"Xt would be ~lileq helpful if leader& of th& R.abbinfttal 
Cowell and Cbr1stiatt leaden iD Deitver ~ould start .B serioU$ and 
mm:ually respecti..TtS dia 1ogue on these b.asic i.ssae_s." 

Christianity Tod§x .im Kez '13 tfot!s not envision. Jefils as 

11tcial~8atesoFI :,_(~~mus.News S£rv1ee,3 Decembe.t' s~ 1972.): 

"ThoQSh eva~U.Cal Cbr:.lstbn:s believe they must s~ 

the :gOOd news ·of the c;,nd.11.g of the Maestah S1ith all people, including 

Jews, the -stratesr 0£ the Key 173 evmi.selistte prqgam does not 

en-\fiaion .Jew&' .as .a special categoxy. ,aceoroiDg to an editGrial in 

the· evangelical j~l, tbristia!lig Tgday. 



-. 

1"BvangeI.h:a1s 'believe stront1Y that the Jew Jesus 1G the 

Me:Ulab prophesied in the Old 'testmaent Sc~ipt:ures-. • .says the 

edito:rial in the ~ S issue of the journal, which is publisbed 

beJ!e. • fbcy believe that the Messt.ah ·many .Jew.s look for to enter 

..JeruSalem's closed gD.te .has alteady come mid that t.bey must share this 

good tietls with eve?:'yone tll.ey meet, including .Jews. ' 

n•The ilDI» !ieation .that to p):oselytize amD1lg Jews is to be 

anti-Sem.t:iA: is far ft~ the tu.uth,' t1\a editorial contmue11 .- 1HDboci1 

i& about to coerce cm.y J'eu int:o acceptia3 Christ. as Saviotir, and 

nobody is going to· ~b Jews of their vivil rf.Ots in a pluraiistU­

soc~ty. Above al10 no ~vangeli.cal can ta!~ the l~ ·Teatar&ellt 

seriously and be anti-Semitic, i 

•'fbe editorial vaa· wrlcten m te$p01\Se to :questlon& that bad 
. ' 

be81\ :3ia:ed in the ~h comm1mf.ty abOut the po:ss.ibtU~ies of proae-
. \ 

i 
lyt!zing ~£forts ~ing underta~ in\ connection with the nati~-de· 

• i 

e:vangelistlc effm:ts o.f ltcy 73. The: ~ditorial referred pSfticularly 

to caa:ne~s by ttabb·i Marc tuenbauea. iii.terr.etislous Qffa!r& director 
' 

af the American .Jeni$Jt Com:aittee, and to .o colloquium on. ·~ivil 
. . ' . \ ' 

Religion in ~!,ca1 co-s~no&red by the Cmrmit.tee and the So~h-. 
I 

eastern Baptist Theologi~di Semfnaey in ~~al:e Forest, N.C. 
, I 

"Rabbi T~tl?l4uo has ~alled d~tU:m 1:0 the concern felt 

.by Jews tiMm some. Cbristillns speak of tbe.~ hopes that .the tl,n1ted 
' 

Statae· will become· .a 'Cbtistian nation •. \ . . 
'i•••ze .can 'tlismi:ss. as ~ishfitl: th!ukis1B any mnioD:Aee4 dm by . ..::.,;,; 

\ 



1DW'l£ormed Xey 73 parttCipants. of making the United States a Christian 

uati.ml aud it wrf probably ne~r will bee• Chrt.stianitr 'foday Nys. 

•aor should 11~ beaitate to pronounce jtJd&rtent t()OD the :concept ~ · · 

civil relig•on tn ~ica; if there ~ere such a 'thing,it w0utd tw:u 

Gut to be a lranket\suin monster that m devout Bible believer vould 

waut flll:f part 0£. r-

ttan the bas~ tbeol.ogkal lstru.e e>f the ~elation of Chr18ttan-

1t7 as a faith to -Judaism~ Chrisd.an!!~ %<>day aays evagelicnl 

Cbriati'lns do not .~eq with the cou:telltb"n that .Judaisa is a 1coapleta 

faith not req~lalg 0 £ul!-iltmea.t,. by Clu:U;lanity.; . 

lfJtoaetbcless~ tt .sa,a ~ding the goals of Key 73~ the 

evangelistic air.a. is cot ·to. p~oselytiu .Jcrus as a •pec1e 1 cate~ > 

but to preaent Clttiet •to all who do not !mo1f b!Q.' 

*-'Dis. bcludes atbelets. aanosttc• and adherents to. t:he 

large variety of ~ in America.' tJ;i.e ~ditor!.al eoneludes :i •es 

we.11 .as Jews,. for whom ,Clmi&tiaus feel great coJtCem, seelug them 

as tbe el\oseu peeple- of Cod to wmm has beenoinparted the Old 

Tes~t revelatiw. through whose Davtdic line the Messiah eam.. ii: 
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CATHOLIC RESPONSES TO KEY ·73 

The U. s. Catholic Bishops' Committee for Ecumenical and 

Interreligious Affairs: 

The following memorandum, dated January 19, 1973, was sent 

to all Catholic Bishop~ in the Uni.ted States: 

"Serious concern has been expressed by spokesmen of the 
.Jewish comiDUllity about certain aspects of the 'Key 73' 
program, and several inquiries concerning it .bave been 
received by our Ecumenical and Interreligious Office. They 
fear that Jews will be singled out in the implementation 
of the program. 

"In this memorandum our intent is merely to alert you1 in 
the event you are participating ln 'Key 73'• to this ecu­
menical aspect of the program. We believe that the sensi• 
tivities of Jewi-sh opinion may be taken into consideration 
without any way wealtening participation. It is t~ under­
standing of catholic dioceses in the program that the over­
all objective of the 1 Key 73' program is directed toward a 
presentation of the Gospel to the unelmrched and uncommit­
ted and the renewal of the Church. This may be accomplished 
without singling out Jews or any other specific group. 
catholics recognize the pluralistic character o.f America 
and do not seek a reaffirmation of the old concept of a 
'Christia.n America.' 

«rt is our hope that these remarks will be of assistance to 
you in your consideration or handling of the •Key 73' progra.-n. n 

- . 
His E'minence Timothy Cardinal Manning, Archdiocese of, ~s i)ngeles: 

cl.l.ludi.ng to concerns over proselytization by so:ne Jews, 

Cardinal _M.annitig. said t-bat "the..:-Pl'imary .object of Key 73 was not 

proselyti?,..ation of non-Christians bu~ a deeper spiritual union of 

oursebves with Christ." 
. ~ 

Archbishop Leo C. Byrne of Saint Paul and Minnea29lis: 

0 In stressing our own renewal and apostolate, I take this 
opportunity to again recall our respect for the beliefs of 
those not of our faith. And I emphaaize the spiritual bond 
linking Christians with those of the Jewish faith. We ·share 

' 



- 15 -

the Word of God in the Old Testament. Indeed. Abraham is 
our father in f~i.th •. " 

Leadership Conf erenc;e of Women Religious (LCWR) 

At ~ meeting of LCWR held in St. Louis OD February l, 1973, 

a coumittee of nuns stressed:the need to distinguish between the pos­
. 1tive .~d negative pot.ential of Key 73, ari ecumenical program in 

which more than 40 Catholic dioceses are participating. 

"Key 73 can offer a means for Catholics t:o renew their life 
of faith and prayer· as well as their under.standing of the sacraments:• 
said Sister C4therine O'Hara of St. Catherine's College, St .. Paul, 
Minn. 

The negative .possibilities of K~y 73, the committee said, 
were the denial of respect for and the .threat t:o the faith of others 
through some "rather rigid sectarian conversiouist preaching~" and 

.the possible retreat from the challenge of social concern into a sort 
of ''modern quietism," a form of mysticism emphasizing passive absorp• 
tion in the contemplation of God. 

The committee endorsed the statements of -thos~ Catholic 
bishops who have made it clear ~o their people that Catholic involve­
ment i~ Key 13 is in no way intended to preselytize Jews. 

Some Jewish groups have criticized Key 73 as being a prosely• 
tization cmnpaign or as suggesting that only the ~hristian traditiOn 
is truly Ameri<:an. (National Catholic News Servi-ce. 2/1/73). 

National Coalition of ,American Nuns (t~CiW) 

Mo~e and more dioceses are joining in the activities of Key 
173, as part of a nationride "Crusade for Christ." · Jewish spokesmen 
have expressed concern that t:he crusade 10>411 ~enew the age-old pres­
sure on Jews t ·o convert 7 but recently Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum suggested 
that the Crusade could educate participants to respect the authen­
ti~ity of the faith of Jews. Ask your diocesan leaders to sponsor 
the added clarification of this aspect of the Crusade. 
(28th Newsletter of NCAN, Jan. 27, 1973). 

\\ 
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St. Louis Review, Official Archdiocesan Newspaper 

"Key 73 and Non-Christians" 

Those who fear "Christian imperialism19 should understand 
that Key 73 is about as unorganized as most massive religious efforts 
have to be. Participating denominations in Key 73 run the ideologi• 
cal gamut from the extreme right to the at least moderate left. Each 
denomination is called upon to participate in Key 73 in aceord with 
its own beliefs and its own traditions. The very multiplicity of 
those beliefs- and traditions is the best guarantee against unwarranted 
pressure being exerted on non~Christian Americana. 

It should also be noted that to a large degree Key 73 is, in 
hallowed Americaii Protestant terminology. not only evangelism, but 
revival. The proclamation of Christ and His Gospel is to be made 
first to ourselves, who already call ourselves Christian, to bring 
ourselves to a more complete adherence to the perspn and the teach­
ings of Christ.. U Key 73 renains true to Christ and His teachings, 
the proclamation of Christ to others will bArdly be coercive. It 
will ~e an invitation, not a camnand, and it will be directed to · 
those who have no religious affiliation, not to those who are already 
at peace with their conscienee,and with God because they have come to 
terms with their need for church or &1,ll!gogpe .affiliation. 

Non-Christians will. we hope, understand that proclaiming the 
Gospel is an integral part of the Christian vocation. We also hope 
and expect that Christians wilt fulf 111 the command to teach all na­
tions in ways that fully -respect the coauitment of others to their 
own religions, and the freedom and dignity of each individual to 
choose. in accordance with the obligations he feels, bis own form of 
relating to God and to his brother. Father Edward J . O'Donnell 
Jan. 12, 1973 

Catholic Editor Raises t;;uestions .:-Ulout Key 73 

By Religious News Service (1-19-73) 

GARRISON, N.Y. -- a Catholic editor here warns that Key 73 
could be a 0 waste of time11 if those participating in it do not over .. 
come the old dichotomy between e~elic:als stressing personal holi· 
ness and liberals empbasi~ing social responsibility. 

"Obviously. a committed Christian must be: both personally 
holy and socially responsible," says Father Charlt!s Angell, S.A., 
in an editorial in an upcoming issue of The Lamp. 

The editor also takes note of concerns expressed by "my 
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friend Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum of the .:\merican Jewish Committee. u 

111 share in his concern tha.t this effort at proclaiming the 
Gospel might somehow imply that only Christians are real imie-ricans,,. 
says Father Angell. HAnd at this time of national soul searching 
we must not allow this campaign to lull us into some kind of a 'my 
country right or wrong' nostalgic jag which draws the veil of divine 
blessing over everything that b;aars the label 'made in iDerica. 'n 

I wish I didn't have to write this editorial," Father i\ngell 
concludes. ''Bobody likes to question mother and apple pie. But I 
am afJ:aid that Key 73 unlocks the ltd of Pandora ' ·s box. I really 
hope 1'm wrong." 

Catholic Times, Columbus, Ohio .. December 15, 1972 

Key 73: Some Jewish Fears 

"Not to be overlooked are apprehensions that have arisen 
among some U.S. Jewish leaders on aggressive Christian evangelism, 
especially at a time when several groups have announced intentions 
of converting Jews to Christianity. 

. The activities of the American Board of Missions to the Jews 
and .Jews for Jesus -· neither related to Key 73 -- have alarmed 
synagogue officials. Responding to these fears, Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
noted that Key 73 is no~ directed specifically toward Jews. The 
national director for interreligious affairs of the American Jewish 
Committee urged increased Jewish-Christian dialogue, instead of more 
efforts to convert Jews. 

Jews concerned about the impact of Christian evangelism in 
their religious cormnunities were heartened by strong stands against 
anti-Semitism taken by the two largest U.S. Protestant deno:ninations -
the Southern Baptist Convention and the United Methoc1ist Church --
in the Spr~ of 1972. .Both of these Churches are major Key 73 
boosters. Their blasts against Christian attitudes of superiority 
over ·Jews in many ways paralleled Vatican ll' s Declaration on the- Jews, 

Through a widely distributed publication of ita Board of 
Evangelism, the United Methodist Church informed its congregations 
about the concerns of Jewish leaders as Key 73 approaches and reported 
Rabbi Tanenbaum.1 s statement. (Religious News Service). 

Newark Metropolitan Area: 

Father Donald C. Rackley of St. Joseph1 s Church in. Roselle, 
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N. J., denied that Key 73 poses· a · threat to the Jewish communic:y 
because of its evangelistic emphasis. "The thrust i-s to people who 
have abandoned the Church, to get them back through Expressions · 
of our Christian Concern." 

Cincinnati - Father earl Moeddel, ecumenical -0fficer for the Arch• 
diocese of Cincinnati said 

· He said he has noticed a. reaction to the crusade among 
· Jews~ "The legitimate reaction of the Jewish community to Christian 
evangelis~ic efforts as they have historically known them." 
(Cinc~ti Enquirer. January 6, 1973). 
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PROTESTANTS RESPONSES TO KEY 1.73 

- The United Church of ·Christ_: 

(New York, N.Y. January 26,. 1973)--"The formation of an 
ecumenical agency to foster . Jewish-Christian dialogue in the United 
States has been urged by the board of directors of the United Church 
Board 4iaur World Ministries, over$eas mission arm of the two-million­
member United Chur~h of Christ. 

0 In asking the directors to recommend formation of the 
agency, Rev. Dr. David M. Stowe, executive vice-president of the 
united Church Board, said that this is a time of 'heightened uncertainty 
and .~ven tension' between Christians and Jews in the u.s. 

' --... ~The news media have carried a flock of resentful or 
suspicious Jewish reactions to Key 73's announced intention to 
"confrm:m every person _in .North America with the gospel.'' Such 
phenomena as "Jews for Jesus" confirm Jewish fears that they are 
to be made the target.a of a proselytizing campafgn, • Dr. Stowe said .. 

. "'These concerns about renewed Christian interest in 
evangelism are added to deep and lingering hurts springing from the 
widespread refusal of Christians to rally to the Israeli cause at 
the tµne of the Six D~y War in 1967. · 

n•1f the bad record ·of Christians with respect to Jews is 
a reason to avoid all Christian witness to them, then does not the 
bad record of Christian imperial powers similarly forbid mission to 
any of the Third World peoples who have suffered from Western 
colonialism and racism? 

"-We are committed to interfaith dialogue around the world,' 
Dr. Stowe pointed out. 11£ we are incapable outse1ves of participating 
in interfaith dialogues with the major non-Christian sector· of our 
own society, with what .integrity ~ we encourage Indian Christians 
to enter dialogue with Hindus or Japanese Christians with Buddhists?' 

"Encouraging Jewish-Christian dialogue would also demonstrate 
'genuine interest in our Jewish friends, their convems, hopes, 
anxieties and well-beiilg in America and in the world, 1 i>r. Stowe 
told the Board. 
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American Bapt:ist Convenion:, 

"The year 1973 will be a bi.g one in evangelism. Caq>us 

crusades and Billy Greham will continue to attract large crowda of 

people in mass meetings , The 130 religious groups par.ticipating in 

Jt~y 73 will be e~rgetic in thelr religious advances to disenchanged· 

churc.h members atl.d to mm•churcb members. 

0~s a result of the Christian evangelistic effort, the 3ewish 

religious comammity will .react against the whole idea indicating the 

......... fact that Judaism is a self-sufficient and complete religion and that 

Jews fear proselytism as a possible strengthening of anti-Semitism·. " 

(Frank A. Sharp, American Baptist 1qews Service) 
~ . 

United Clmnch of Christ: 

"Home land Board Focuses on Evangelism: Re iects Nations 1 
Kex t73 .R.gle 

"The d~ectots of the tJC Board for ~omeland Ministries, at 

their fall meeting, adopted a policy . statement on the Key •73 

evangelism effort , giving three basic reasons for the decision not 

to participat~ in the. ~tional campaignz 

1. that the Key '73 definition of evangelism ls narrower 

than the UC~ under$tanding that 'evangelism cannot be separated from 

the toallmission of the church;• 

2. that Key '73 ·assumes that 'a one-way channel of 

individual salvation is sufficient for embodying the gospel in 

society;' 
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"3. that Key :'73 is 'vulnerable to the temptations of 

retreat from the public arena prevalent within the biblicist and 

fundamentalist tradition.' 

t~ church is at its evangelistic best when it embodies 

word-in-deed, corporately as well as personally,' the BHM 

df.rectoTs· decl.ared . 11 (December 1, 1973) 

Lutheran Church in Americ!a Pacific Southwest synod 

Excerpts from Pastoral letter issued by Bishop Carl W. 

Segerhammer to all pastors of s.ynod: 

"Our Church, in concert with many other Christian churches . 
and groups, is engaged in Kev '73. That program bas stimulated 
both celebration and wide involvement. It has, at the same time, 
aroused some fears ·in both ChristUnl$ and non-Christians· alike. 

0 1. We live in a religiously pluralistic society. OHr 
right to freedom of cOD8clence requires that we extend that saDE 
respect and right to freedom to CJOhers. 

"2. !!. cannot limit 122,. He may move in many ways with 
whi.ch we are not fami.liar.11 :~and to which we are not coumitted. But 
S2!! limits ~ te• wi.Cnese !2. BS !.!. ~ know !!i!!! in,Jesus Christ. To 
Him, we are conmi.tted. 

"3. We must keep clear the distinction between proselytism · 
and witness ., Christians are called to witness, not to proselyte. 

"4. The Word of God QlUSt speak first: to 2!:!£. indifffrence, 
apathy, worldliness and self·centeredness. Tben we can become 
involved in Key •73 outside our congregations. 

"5. Let us, in Key '73, address ourselves to the 1.lllCOomdtted 
men and women of secular mind. 

"Here Key '7 3 must go to work! More than 125, 000, 000 people 
in the United States are not even nominally committed to a religious 
faith and are 'candidates for the rect!Jtion of witness.* !:&! 
our thrust of witness be towards that o and not focus on those 
.Al.rea committed to a reli ious faith du ism etc •• 
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"In essence , . 

''Emplv1size: 

~ the celebration of Christ 1 s power, love, .mercy, 
freedom and forgiveness . 

• the study of scripture and theology 
• awakening within our Church, 2!!E. congregation 
• renewa 1 of persona 1 faith and corporate concern 
• recommitment to the Church 

the who le coanse 1 .of God 

"Avoid: 

• triumphalism and elitism 
.narrow focus on individual salvation (redemption) 

without commensurate emphasis upon our corporate respons~ (sanc:ti• 
fication) 

• a claim to have an exclusive corner on s2iritual 
truth;, that limits God to xour insights! ' 

• eu!phatically avoid d1sJ?!1"aging or deni~ating other 
faiths; to do so cheapens your own 

''HY stance is this; in a pluralistic culture where many 
religious claims are made, ·I must witness INith personally and 
coxporately to Christianity as revealed in Jesus Christ - and 
witness with faith and conmitment. 

"With respect to my non-Christian friends, t take my stand 
with St. Paul (Romans 9-11) where .he insiats that the Jews already 
have a place in God*s plan. 

"~t '1S not, Brethren, confuse evangelism with promotionalism." 

I 




