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It was a beautiful but hot summer afternoon in
the little village of Ein Karem, Israel. CIiff
Richard, popular young actor and recording art-
ist, and I were walking along a rocky pathway on
a country hillside. The view was breathtaking as

- we looked across the valley to the mountain

ranges beyond. This was the setting for the open-

~ ingscene i the film, His Land. .

“You know, my biggest impression of Israel
it's that, well, God really has a long memory,"
Cliff turned to me and said. “He just doesn’t for-
get. Whatever He promises in the Bible, no
matter when, either it has happened, is happening
right now, or you can be sure it will happen.”

- The words were part of the script, but CIiff
really believed them, and used them to express a

far greater feeling and purpose for our being there

than the mere words themselves.

Only afew nights before, our plane had touched
down in Tel Aviv, and in the silvery moonlight,
my wife, Billie, and I rode to Jerusalem with our

- daughter, Bonnie, and the Executive Producer of

e

the film, Frank Jacobson. Within a short time,
Billie and I stood in the room at our hotel on the
Mount of Olives, overlooking Jerusalem. I shall
never forget the impressions that flooded my mind
and heart. Was it presumptuous to think that
World Wide Pictures could actually portray to

““the world something of the heart throb and ‘cry

of the city, something of God's love for this city
and His eternal plan for it? I could not get away
from David’s words in the 87th Psalm when he
said, “High on His holy mountain stands Jer-
usalem, the City of God, the city He loves more
than any other. O City of God, what wondrous
tales are told of you."

The main purpose of the film was not to pre-
sent a travelogue of Israel, but to present the
biblical background for God's dealing with the
nation of Israel and to point out the prophecies
that have been fulfilled since the United Nations

“decree on November 29, 1947. This act in itself is

probably the greatest biblical event of the 20th
century. Absolutely fantastic things have taken
place in Israel since then in actual fulfillment of
Old Testament prophecies.

We had a great deal of discussion when Jim
Collicr, writer and dircctor of the film, presented
the working title, and a decision was finally
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The fascinating land of Israel has a
magnetic quality that cannot be explained.
It must be felt, claims the lead in the Billy
Graham Evangelistic Association film, His
Land. - BY CLIFF BARROWS

reached to call it His Land. Other titles had been
suggested, but in an amazing way, through the
narrative and the original music by Ralph Car-
michael, His Land was confirmed as the right one.
And as Cliff Richard and I, along with the camera
crews and entire film units, walked through the
land for the filming, there was no doubt that this
was certainly His Land, and He had a plan and a
purpose in our being there at this time, and that
Israel, His timepiece, was moving right on
schedule.

To film this, of course, involved several crews
made up of nationals from different countries in
Europe, the Middle East; and America. One of
the most amazing things to me, and I believe to
all of us, was the way God miraculously, not only
brought these crews together, but kept them to-
gether and developed a real rapport between
them. We had a crew from England, a crew from
America, one from Germany, an Arab crew, and
an Israeli crew. And when you think of the
significance of the background of the nationalities
involved, and their direct or indirect relationship
to each other, it was nothing short of a miracle
that it was even attempted in the first place. In
fact, we were told in no uncertain terms by some
people in Israel that it would be impossible for an
Isracli crew and an Arab crew to work together,
and that when you brought the Germans in with
them, the situation would become even more
volatile.

Ten years before when Billy Graham visited
Jerusalemn we had met several wonderful Arabs,
so we were eager to have part of that same crew
involved in this film. At any rate, over protest,
Jim insisted that we proceed as planned, and thus
we embarked on this great adventure together.

My daughter, Bonnie, along with Bunny
Graham were part of the daytime catering crew
for some 35 hungry men with all of their varied
backgrounds and tastes as far as diet is concerned.
Their task was to buy the food early in the morn-
ing at the market in Jerusalem, plan the menus,
and then prepare the food on the way to the loca-

As Cliff Richard and |, along with the camera crews
and entire film units, waiked through the land for
the filming, there was no doubt that this was His
Land.
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tion site for the shooting that day. Sometimes
that would be down in the Negev, in the desert,
other times over by the Sea of Galilee. In all kinds
of situations and under all sorts of conditions,
these girls were given responsibilities that would
tax their ingenuity and culinary skills to the limit.
Cooking skills were developed on the spot for the
occasion, but happily, everyone responded with
appreciation.

They used a Volkswagen camper as a sort of
“chuck wagon” for the entire unit. Perhaps the
greatest problem was the driver who seemed to
forget about his passengers in the back preparing
salads, etc. On one occasion, when rounding a
corner too fast, the main dish for the day was
spilled all over the camper floor!

The land of Israel is fascinating, and has a mag--

netic quality that cannot be explained. It must
be felt. I experienced this the day we arrived.
This land, blessed and favored above every other
spot on earth, is not only the geographical center
of the world physically, but the spiritual center of
the universe because it was to this piece of real
estate that the Lord Jesus Christ came 2,000 years
ago. It was here that the angels sang, “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth, peace good will
toward men."”

Bonnie expressed it for me when she said,
“Daddy, it just seems like I'm home, and I could
honestly stay here the rest of my life.”

There is only one area of the film that has come
under criticism. Missionaries who have devoted
a lifetime of ministry to the Arab nations have
interpreted the film as being pro-Israeli, and it
would be difficult to refute this argument satis-
factorily, looking at it from their standpoint.
However, when we have had an opportunity to sit
down with our Christian Arab friends or mission-
aries who have devoted a lifetime to the Arab
countries and discuss frankly our purpose in the
film in presenting prophecies that have literally
been fulfilled before our eyes leading up to the
promise of the return of Christ, the Messiah,
many have understood it in a different light.

At a future point, we know that God does have
a plan for the Arab nations as well as for Israel,
and in that day, Isracl will be the third with Egypt
and Assyria, a blessing in the midst of the earth.
This is the promise of the prophet Isaiah in the
19th chapter, the 24th verse. It's perhaps casy to
miss a prophecy like this, but it is just as
important. :

One of the most meaningful things to me was
to sec how the Hebrew langauge is being learned
by the older generation that had come from other
countries. It is actually being taught to them by
the young people! Al over Isracl we saw the
Hebrew language on signs, posters, cte. along with
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One afternoon we visited the traditional
site of the Sermon on the Mount. With
the blue Sea of Galilee in the far distance,
we could picture the multitudes sitting
and listening to the Master.

Sometimes our shooting for the day
would take us down to the Negev (the
desert); sometimes it would take us to
Cawes,

the English. Of course, this is the fulfillment of
the prophecy in Zephaniah 3:9, where God says,
“At that time I will change the speech of My
returning people to pure Hebrew, so that all can
worship the Lord together.” To my knowledge,
this is the only time in history where the children
have taught the native tongue to their parents and
an ancient tongue has been revived centuries after
it had been forgotten. Less than 100 years ago, not
one person in the world spoke biblical Hebrew *
as a first language, but now you can walk down
practically any street in Jerusalem or Tel Avivand
find it being used fluently.

1 was born and reared in a rural farming com-
munity in the San Joaquin Valley of California,
and immediately the great similarities of my native
state with that of parts of Isracl was brought to my
attention, even to the eucalyptus trees lining the
roadways going into Tel Aviv. [ really felt that I
was home in more ways than one, and to one who
was born close to the soil, the miraculous progress
that has been made in this area through the use
of modemn farm equipment and technology com-
bined with irrigation is absolutely fantastic. To
see the desert literally “blossoming like a rose,”
and to realize that here again is a fulfillment of
one of Isaiah’s prophecies, makes you stand in
awe. How many times the song “How Great Thou
Art” surged through my mind and heart as CIliff
and I shared these experiences.

And perhaps the most meaningful in this con-
nection was the visit we paid one afternoon to
an area outside of Capernaum, the traditional
site of the Sermon on the Mount. With the blue
Sea of Galilee in the far distance, and the sun
setting over the hills to the west, we could
picture the multitudes sitting and listening to the
Master as He spoke. It was here that Cliff sang
the new setting which Ralph Carmichael has
given the “23rd Psalm.” The text for the Psalm
was taken from Ken Taylor’s paraphrase, and no
words could have been more appropriate. As
we strolled over the hillside, I could somehow
sense in a new way the nearness of our Lord
and the fulfillment of His promise when He said,
“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness for they shall be filled.”

Our camera crew from World Wide Pictures
in Burbank were committed heart and soul to
the project, not only because of the technical
challenge it presented, but because each one
shared the spiritual impact and significance of
the land we were visiting. This was not true,
however, with the other crews involved. At
first there was a great deal of skepticism on the
part of many, though they performed their
duties as good technicians, but it was wonderful
to sce their reactions  (Continued on page 344
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1 Walked in His Land

- Continued from page 25
change during our stay. The attitude of
total disbelief was changed to, one. of genu-
ine interest and one which provided an
opportunity to share the personal relation-
ship with the living Christ in a most intimate

way.

To participate in the filming of His Land
with Cliff Richard was a personal delight
and privilege for which I shall always be

grateful. There are few men in the enter- |

tainment field, whom I have met, that have
such a vital personal relationship with
Christ. Wherever we went, and a crowd
gathered, he would be recognized because
many of his records are known and played
throughout Israel as in other parts of the
world. Yet, the genuineness of his witness
for Christ and a real interest in people was
a tremendous challenge to me.

We had hoped that the film would pro-

: - voke areal interest in Bible study with
i~ people of all walks of life and in many parts
* of the world. We believe it has done this.

It has encouraged people to study pro-

* phecy, and I believe there is a renewed

interest in this area, not only on the part
of Christian believers in Bible study groups,
but on the part of students and others who
aren’t Christian, but are very much inter-

j ested in things to come. We are finding

this evidenced a great deal on college and

* university campuses. Whenever you talk

about prophecy or announce that it's going
to be discussed, you can always be assured

. of a crowd. This, again, is another sign

that we are approaching the time of His
coming, and this ought to cause us to re-
joice and to look up, but also to look into

' His Word tostudy it, to hide it inour hearts,

and to be prepared for His coming.

Anqlher hoped-for by-product of the film
was an opportunity to tell the Jewish com-
munity across America and in other parts

of the world how much they mean to us -

Christians, and how grateful we are for the
heritage they have given us, and how im-
portant they are in the development and
fulfillment of our Christian faith. Over
and over again, while making the film in
Israel, our Israeli friends told us that there
was a feeling of warmth and love and un-
derstanding in what we said and how each
scene was approached. This, of course, is
a tribute to our director, Jim Collier, and to
the burden and concem of Billy Graham
and others in whose heart and mind the film
was conceived. But above this, it was
evidence of the Holy Spirit of God at work.
Jesus Christ Himself established this point
of communication with them, and for this
I will always be grateful.

Since the film has been completed, re-

nse from the Jewish community has
fblzzn even more overwhelming. Rabbi
Marc H. Tannenbaum, National Director
of the Inter-Religious Affairs Department
of the American Jewjsh Committee in New
York, has stated thal 7y Land is “perhaps
the most beautiful, sympathetic portrayal

5
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of the people of Israel restored to their
ancestral land that has been made by any
Christian since the creation of the Jewish
State.”

Perhaps the most meaningful experience
to us as participators in the film came the
closing night of our work in Isracl. We
were staying in a hotel near the Sea of
Galilee, and Frank Jacobson arranged for
all of the crews to get together for a final
dinner. After a delicious meal, opportunity
was given for representatives from each of

the film crews to express their feelings rela-

tive to their work on this project. I couldn’t
keep the tears back as I saw a Sabra (a per-
son born in Israel) stand to his feet and tell
about his misgivings when he discovered
an Israeli crew would be working side by
side with an Arab crew. It could not
be done, but somehow it had, and he told,
with real emotion, how he had come to
know and understand and appreciate his
Arab brother in a dimension he never
dreamed possible. He went on to say that
though he was not a Christian, he thought it
most significant that a Christian film organ-
zation could come to Israel and bring
peoples of varying nations together in a
spirit of love and harmony to produce such
a film. ; :

“This certainly has a message to speak
to us all,” he concluded.

When he sat down, an Arab man stood
and expressed virtually the same feelings,
then walked around the table and em-
raced his Israeli brother, and they wept to-
gether.

Thcn. on behalf of Mr. Graham, I ex-
pressed our appreciation for the participa-
tion of each one, and shared with them
something of our hope for the film and its
message. I also told them what the Lord
Jesus Christ meant to me, but even in a
more significant way to them, and that it
was Christ Himself and His Spirit that had
made our working together possible.

Several months later I returned to Jeru-
salem with Jim Collier and Frank Jacob-
son to show His Land not only to Mrs.
Golda Maier and a few invited guests, but
to another host of outstanding personages,
government and civic leaders, entertainers,
actors and actresses, and members of the
news media, along with most of the crew
who had worked so hard on the film.

At the close of the showing, the Mayor
of Jerusalem, Teddy Kolleck, presented
me, as representative of the team, an auto-
graphed copy of his beautiful and authentic

work on Jerusalem. In it, he inscribed, “To

CIiff Barrows, to remind you of the city |

which you love and filmed so beautifully.”

We are living at the most stralegic and
challenging hour in the history of our
world, and as we view with amazement
what God is doing in Israel today, we can't
help but express with David of old, “Lord,
You have poured out amazing blessings on
this land, and we pray for the peace of Jer-
usilem and for all who lve this city o
prosper.” -
dani AR 10714




January 5, 1972

Mr. Kemneth Bliss
Director of Distribution
World Wide Pictures

1313 Hennepin Avenue
Mimmeapolis, Mimm. 55403

Dear Ken:

Thank you for your warm letter of December 22nd.

It was certainly good to hear from you and I hope

I can be of some help regarding the situation in
England. I would suggest that you write to

Dr. W. W, Simpson, 11 of Christians and Jews,

41 Cadogen Gardens§ London, S. W. 3, England.

Dr. Simpson who is a Methodist Minister, is in
excellent relations with the British Jewish Community
and could be instrumental in persuading:persons in
the Jewish community to make use of the film. I will
write to Bill Simpson today alerting him to the fact
that a letter will be coming from you in the near
future. I would send Simpson the New York Times
articles, the George Cornell column and any other
U.8. newspaper items which describe the warm recep-
tion the film has received in the Jewish community.
In addition I will trxry to check out with some of the
people here the possibility of going directly to
contacts in the Jewish commmity in London. I should
certainly let you know if anything works out along
these lines.



Mr. Kenneth Bliss
Page -2~
January 5, 1972

I am very sorry to be tardy in responding to you but

I only returned Monday from 2 weeks away from the
office. I certainly hope that we will be able to see
more of each other in the coming year. You know the
great affection we have for you and your marvelous
colleagues and 1 hope that we may be mutually supportive
during the coming months. For now please be assured

of the best for a most healthy and fruitful 1972.
Warmest regards,

Cordially,

Gerald S. Strober
Consultant
Interreligious Affairs



writes:

[ , i 1 Wi, World Wide Pictures
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o December 22, 1971

Mr. Gerald Strober
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York City, NY 10022

Dear Gerald:
An associate of mine, Maurice Rowlandson from London, England

"We have been unable to break through the British (Jewish)
groups in this country and it would be wonderful to have the oppor-
tunity of making the film available to them. Is there any help that
you can give along these lines ?"

Gerald, I don't know if there is any assistance we can.give them.
We have sent him The New York Times article. I am just curious
to learn if you might have any idea as to how we could encourage
the use of HIS IAND in Great Britain. Any ideas you might have
would be greatly appreciated.

Geré'ld, our warmest and best regard# to you in this special season.
We trust that 1972 will give us the opportunity to spend more time
together. Again, our warmaet regards.

Most sincerely, ‘

Director of Distribution

1313 HENNEPIN AVENUE, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55403 » TELEPHONE: AREA CODE (612 332-8433;

|



January 5, 1972

Dr. William W. Simpson
Council of Christians and Jews
41 Cadogen Gardens

London, S. W, 3

England

Dear Bill:

I hope the new year finds you well. All is quite
hectic here but then that is really a normal situation,

I received a letter the other day from a warm friend,
Mr. Kemneth Bliss, the Director of Distribution for
World Wide Pictures, the film making subsidiary of the
Billy Graham organization. World Wide Pictures is the
company which produced the marvelous color film "His
Land" in Israel. The film has had enormous success

in the United States and Canada, and in our opinion

has made an important contribution to Christian under-
standing of contemporary Israel. We do not, of course,
subscribe to the christological elements of the film, but
we have found that this is one of the most importantcum»
in introducing Israel to Christians that we have yet
come across,

Mr. Bliss informed me that he 18 having some difficulty
in introducing the film to the British Jewish community
and I suggested that he write to you concerning these
difficulties. I would very much appreclate any comments
or reactions you might have to this problem and I have
enclosed with this letter some background material on



Dr. William W, Simpson
Page -2-
Jamuary 5, 1972

our use of the film as well as a study guide which I prepared
for use with the film.

Please be assured of my best wishes for a most healthy and
fruitful New Year. I certainly hope that by some kind
twist of fate we will be able to meet personally again
during the course of 1972,

Warmest regards,
Cordially,

Gerald S. Strober
Consultant
Interreligious Affairs
GSS:em
Encls:



¢ January 5, 1972

Rabbi Michael A. Oppenheimer
Tree of Life Congregation
2701 Heywaxd Strest

P.0. Box 5632

Columbia, 8. C. 29205

Dear Rabbi Oppenbe $

Begarding ghar stion concerning the rental of
the film I would suggest that you write
direct to Eemneth Bliss, Director of Distribu-
tion, World Wide Pictures, 1313 Heonepin Avenue,
Minneapolis, Himm. 55403,

My understanding is that the remtal fee for the

54 minute version of the film is $50.00. Mr. Bliss
will have the latest information on this. I have
enclosed a copy of the study guide with this letter.

Cordially,

Gerald S. Strober

Consultant

Interzeliglous Affairs
Encl:



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
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January 5, 1972

Mrs. Janet Johnson

Film Librarian

World Wide Pictures

1313 Hennepin Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403

Dear Mrs. Johnson:

I believe you will be interested in the enclosed, which we received this

morning.

/MN
Enclosure

PHILIP E HOFFMAN, President

Board Chairmen

MAX M. FISHER, National Executive Council
DAVID SHER, Board of Governors

ELMER L. WINTER, Board of Trustees.

EMERY E. KLINEMAN, Treasurer

MRS. SANFORD SAMUEL, Secretary

MORRIS H. BERGREEN, Associate Treasurer
BERTRAM H, GOLD, Executive Vice-President

As soon as we have the print, we will forward it on to you.

51 ncere]y your's,

(Hi

) Myra Needleman

Secretar‘y to Mr. Yarmon

MORRIS B. ABRAM, Honorary President

LOUIS CAPLAN, Honorary President

IRVING M. ENGEL, Honorary President

ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, Honorary President
JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Honorary President
NATHAN APPLEMAN, Honorary Vice-President
MRS. JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Honorary Vice-President
JACK A, GOLDFARB, Honorary Vice-President
JOSEPH KLINGENSTEIN, Honorary Vice-President
FRED LAZARUS, JR., Honorary Vice-President
JAMES MARSHALL, Honorary Vice-President
WILLIAM ROSENWALD, Honorary Vice-President
MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer

JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President Emeritus

BERNARD ABRAMS. Hartford, Vice-President
ROBERT T. CUTLER, Philadelphia. Vice-President
MRS. RUTH R. GODDARD, New York, Vice-President
DAVID GOLDWASSER, Atlanta, Vice-President
ANDREW GOODMAN, New York, Vice-President
ARTHUR N. GREENBERG, Los Angeles, Vice-President
LEWIS S. GROSSMAN, Detroit, Vice-President
RAYMOND D. NASHER, Dallas, Vice-President

SAM RUBINSTEIN, Seattle, Vice-President

ALFRED I, SOLTZ, Cleveland, Vice-President
MAYNARD I. WISHNER, thicago, Vice-President



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date January 4, 1971

tO pabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
from [saiah Terman

subject 15 |AND and the Anti-Defamation League

You asked that I try to obtain a copy of the ADL
memo mentioned in Sam Scheiner's letter of December 15
to you, which Sam had neglected to send you.

Copy is attached.

What do you think? Do you need to prepare a rebuttal
for use by our field staff and others who may make inquiry?

Please let me know.

IT/rb

P.S. It seems to me that we surely ought to send copies
of the ADL memo to our area offices, to advise them of
possible resistance from ADL regional offices when they
attempt to program HIS LAND in the communities. In that
case we surely should send &% rebuttal material don't
you think? .

Encl.

MINPUR 40Ul LU
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ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE
OF 8'NAI B'RITH

315 Lexington Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016

MEMORANDUM

To: ADL Regional Offices

From: Rebbi Solomon S. Bernards, Dr. Joseph L. Lichten, Judith L. Muffs

Date: November 2, 1970

Subject: The Film, "His Land" - Recently Produced by the Billy Graham
Organization, World Wide Pictures

The above film has been the subject of an article in the New York Times on
June 1 and in a memorandum which has been distributed to Jewish community relat:.ons
offices throughout the country. Recently, a discussion guide for the films hzs
been distributed by a Jewish agency urging its widespread use.

The purpose of this memorandum is to give you the bazkground and the nature
of this film, and our judgment as to its usefulness in our programming concerns.

Back@ound :

The film is a produciion of Billy Graham and his associates, who are in the
conservative, evangelical spectrum of American Prctestantism. Evangelical church-
nen, clergy and laity, are to be found in virtually all of the Protestant denomina-
tions in this country to a greater or lesser degree, but they are particularly
associated with churches of the Baptist tradition, and the Churches of Christ
(not to be confused with the United Church of Christ, the name for Congregational-
Reformed churches).

Plaa'se_: note that in the Ch#¥istian viewpoint, both the Hebrew Bible and the
New Testament are one book, "The Bible."

The Story Presented in the Film:

The film has two versions -- a 5L-minute version, which omits a 10-minute
segment in which Billy Graham calls on viewers to make "decisions for Christ" -
and the full 64-minute film, shown to church audiences.

The film is excellently produced, beautifully photegraphed, and is a delight
to the eye as well as to the ear. There are beautiful, touching scenes of present-
day life in Israel, the people, the landscape, the agricultural settlements, the
stretches of forest land, and the vast areas of 'desert in the Negev.

The first part of the film tells the story of the return of the Jewish people
to their homeland, viewed as the fulfillment of the promises of the Hebrew prophets
that "the chiléren shall return to their borders.” The foretelling by the Hebrew
prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, Zachariah and Ezekiel (in his famous 37th Chaptey the
Vision of the valley of the dry bones) all of which proclaim. that God will return
His people to Zion, that those withcout hope will be infused with a new spirit and
they shall return to the land and from the four corners of the earth, and that God
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will gather them and bring them to His Holy Mountain and to His Holy Land.

We see before us the "great ho:zt" (Ezekiel 37) of tlie people of Israel. And
we see the land being built in the early days, the reclemation of the swamps, the
reforestation projects, the people arriving from the DP camps after the holocaust
of World War II, and we see the vi*ality, the dynamic vigor of Tel Aviv and cf
Haifa. With special loving tenderness is the city of Jerusalem treated visually --
the old city, the Western Wall (and a scene at the Wall after the reunification
of Jerusalem three years ago during the Six Day Wur) the Dome of the Rock, etc..
During the course of this presentation the theme song, "His Land" is sung by one
of the Billy Graham soloists, Cliff Barrows and choir, which, of course, without
any specific reference, refers to the land of Jesus. It is "His Land.”

Then, halfway through the film, there is a very important shift. The
emphasis running through the latter part of the film is simply this: if these
earliexr prophecies of the Bible are being realized with the resettlement of the
Jewish people in "His Land," so can we confidently expect that the "later
prophecies” concerning the second coming of Jesus will also be fulfilled. Can
anyone doubt, so the film implies, that the predictions of the Hebrew prophets
concerning the birth of Israel's Messiah and Redeemer, Jesus of Nazareth, and
his own prediction about the destruction of the temple (which took place 4O years
after his death) and his second coming, would also come true? This is the
transition to Christology which dominates the rest of the film. It is the
Christology which holds, as the New Testament writings 1t 3¢, that the prophets
of Israel foresaw the coming c¢f the Messiah in the persci: of Jesus of Nazareth,
as these quotations are ~ited in the gospel writings. The vehement denunciation
by Jesus of the Pharisees and others of his own people who rejected him, for their
duplicity, corruption, lack of faith in him and in God, which would be punished by
the destruction of the second temple, is all a part of the Christological basis
of the film. '

Programmatic Use of The Film:

It seems clear to us that no Jewish group ought, in good conscience, to be
identified with the promotion of a film which projects a Christological outlook.
However favorable an impression it may convey of the Jewish people in Isrzel, or
of the profound religious linkage which the land of Israel has in the life of
the Jewish people as mirrored in almost every segment of the Hebrew Scriptures,
Christology is too high a price to pay. The Jewish people made this decision
2,000 years ago. :

Let us not be misunderstood. In terms of the Christology of evangelical
churchmen in this country, evangelicals have a perfect right to understand the
land of Israel according to their own rights, and exhibit their understanding of
the meaning of the land of Israel in terms of the fulfillment of Hebrew prophecy,
a position which is very much in accord with the view of the Jewish tradition,
and to see the return of the Jews to Israel as the.fulfillment of prophecy, and to
rejoice in the return of the Jewish people to Zion. Christian churches,
evangelically-minded or otherwise, who are interested in seeing the film, should
indeed see it, discuss it, and be uplifted by it.

As Jews, hovever, because of the film's Christology, we should not be involved
in its promotion or distribution.
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Furthernore, we do not feel that in terms of ADL programming -- and these are
the concerns to which we address ourselves -- the film is an appropriate vehicle
Tor Jewish-Christian institutes, seminars, dialogues or colloguia -~ Protestant

or Catholic. If you have any further questions concerning this matter, feel free

to communicate with us.

SSB:ef



January 5, 1971
Gary Newmark: T

SemuediKatz= T -

Phoenix and "His Land"” /,*
— "‘I'I.I .

There are two reasens why this note is comingz at such a
late date: first, your December 3th memo has a "date
received" stamp on it here of [ecember 24th; second, 1
was on vacation and just got back to my desk on January
“thl

It seems clear that the Phoenix showing of the Billie
Graham film scored a ten-strike. Congratulations! This
kind of an event doesn't happen--it is made to happen and
you did the job.

1 hope that you and Heil have had an oppartunity of discussing -
how, if at all, this particular coup can be used to help re-
activate the intereat of Newt Rozensweig. This is the kind
of event I believe he may be resgponsive to.

I shall be interested in learning how you made out with
Tucson. From earlier correspondence you shared with me it
geems that Jackie isn't ovarly eager to exercise any direct
leadership. I have no doubt that if you have "turned-on®

lay leaders of Phoenix get directly in touch with Jackie,

and urge that replication of this event by AJC in Tuecson, the
outcome will be productive.

Regards.

SK:lp
ec: N. Sandberg
w- Kﬂtz
Rabbi Mare Tanenbaum v

Rabbi James Rudin
1. Terman



Temporary letterhead

United Jewish Appeal

ON BEHALF OF UNITED ISRAEL APPEAL, JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, NEW YORK ASSOCIATION FOR NEW AMERICANS.

1290 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10019
PLAZA 7-1500, CABLE ADDRESS: UJAPPEAL, NEW YORK

January 6, 1971

Rabbi Marc H. Tannenbaum
Inter-Religious Affairs Dept.
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear Marc:

I am sure you are familiar with the attached.
Would you drop me a nmote or call me with your
comments.

Best wishes.

Cordially,

Irving Be ein

IB:afk

Encl.



ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE
OF B'NAI B'RITH

315 Lexington Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016

~ MEMORANDUM
To: ADI, Regional Offices
From: Rabbi Solomon S. Bernards, Dr. Joseph L. Lichten, Judith L. Muffs
Date: chemb-er 2, 1970 : - ' '

Subject:  The Film, "His Land" - Recently Produced by the Billy Graham
: Organization, World W:Lde P:Lctures

The above film has been the subject of an article in the New York Times on
June 1 and in a memorandum which has been distributed to Jewish community relations
offices throughout the country. Recently, a discussion guide for the films hes
been distributed by a Jewish agency urging its widespread use.

The purpose of this memorandum is to give you the background and the nature
of this film, and our judgment as to its usefulness in our programming concerns.

Background :

The film is a production of Billy Graham and his associates s who are in the

. conservative, evangelical spectrum of American Protestantism. Evangelical chuwrch-

men, clergy and laity, are to be found in virtually all of the Protestant denomina-~
tions in this country to a greater or lesser degree, but they are particularly
associated with churches of the Baptist tradition, and the Churches of Christ

"~ (not to be confused with the United Church of Christ, the name for Congregational-

Reformed churches).

Please note that in the Chr:n.st:.an V:Letmoa.nt both the Hebrew Bible and the
New Testament are one book, "The Bible."

The Story Presented in the Film:

The film has two versions -- a 54-minute version, which omits a 10-minute
segment in vhich Billy Graham calls on viewers to make "decisions for Christ" --
and the full 6h-minute film, shown to church audiences.

" The film is excellently prcduced, beautifully photographed, and is a delight
to the eye as well as to the ear. There are beautiful, touching scenes of present-
day life in Israel, the people, the landscape, the agricultural settlements, the
stretches of forest land, and the vast areas of desert in the Negev.

The first part of the film tells the story of the return of the Jewish people
to their homeland, viewed as the fulfillment of the promises of the Hebrew prophets
that "the children shall return to their borders.”" The foretelling by the Hebrew
prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, Zachariash and Ezekiel (in his famous 37th Chapter the
Vision of the valley of the dry bones) all of vhich proclaim. that God will return
His people to Zion, that those without hope will be infused with a new spirit and
they shall return to the land and from the four corners of the earth, and that God
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will gather them and bring them to His Holy Mountain and to His Holy Land.

We see before us the "great host” (Ezekiel 37) of the people of Israel. And
we see the land being built in the early days, the reclamation of the swamps, the
reforestation projects, the people arriving from the DP camps after the holocaust
of World War II, and we see the vitality, the dynamic vigor of Tel Aviv and of
Haifa. With special loving tenderness is the city of Jerusalem treated visually -=-
the old city, the Western Wall (and a scene at the Wall after the reunification
of Jerusalem three years ago during the Six Day War) the Dome of the Rock, ete.
During the course of this presentation the theme song, "His Land" is sung by one
of the Billy Graham soloists, Cliff Barrows and choir, which, of course, mthout
any specific reference, refers to the land of Jesus. It is "His Land "

Then;- halfway through the film, there is a very important shift. The
emphasis running through the latter part of the film is simply this: if these
earlier prophecies of the Bible are being realized with the resettlement of the
Jewish people in "His Land," so can we confidently expect that the "ater
prophecies” concerning the second coming of Jesus will also be fulfilled. - Can
anyone doubt, so the film implies, that the predictions of the Hebrew prophets
concerning the birth of Israel's Messiah and Redeemer, Jesus of Nazareth, and
his own prediction about the destruction of the temple (which took place 40 years
after his death) and his second coming, would also come true? This is the
transition to Christology which dominates the rest of the film. It is the
Christology which holds, as the New Testament writings put it, that the prophets
of Israel foresaw the coming of the Messiah in the person of Jesus of Nazareth,
as these quotations are cited in the-gospel writings. The vehement denunciation
by Jesus of the Pharisees and others of his own people who rejected him, for their
duplicity, corruption, lack of faith in him and in God, which would be punished by
"the destruction of the second temple, is all a part of the Christological basis
- of the film.

Prograrmatic Use of The Film:

It seems clear to us that no Jewish group ought, in good conscience, to be
identified with the promotion of a film which projects a Christological outlook.
Hovever favorable an impression it may convey of the Jewish people in Israel, or
of the profound religious linkage which the land of Israel has in the life of
the Jewish people as mirrored in almost every segment of the Hebrew Scriptures,
Christology is too high a price to pay. The Jewish people made this decision
2,000 years ago. '

Let us not be misunderstood. In ters. of the Christology of evangelical
churchmen in this country, evangelicals have a perfect right to understand the
land of Israel according to their own rights, and exhibit their understanding of
the meaning of the land of Israel in terms of the fulfillment of Hebrew prophecy,
a position which is very much in accord with the view of the Jewish tradition,
and to see the return of the Jews to Israel as the fulfillment of prophecy, and to
rejoice in the return of the Jewish people to Zion. Christian churches,
evangelically-minded or otherwise, who are interested in seeing the film, should
indeed see it, discuss it, and be uplifted by it.

F

As Jews, however, because of the film's Christology, we should not be involved

in its promotion or distribution. - &
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Furthermore, we do not feel that in terms of ADL programming -- and these are
the concerns to which we address ourselves -~ the film is an appropriate vehicle
for Jewish-Christian institutes, seminars, dialogues or colloquia -- Protestant
or Catholic. If you have any further questions concerning this matter, feel free
to communicate with us. '

SSB:ef
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11 January 1971

Mr. David M. Barr, UDirector

international Distribution and Development
- YWorld Wide Plctures

1313 Hennepin Avenue

Minneapolis, Minn,

U.S.A. 55403

Dsar Wr., Barr;

{ was happy to recelve your recent note informing me that you will
be in Israsl soon. It goes without saying that | will be glad to
meat with you. '

Since you are arriving on & Sunday, | thought It would be best for
you |f ws oeet on Fonday, Rarch 8th at 9 A.M. If this is not altogether
convenient we can change lt. -

Heanwhile | am enclosing a copy of an ad publicizing the avallablllty
of "His Land'' that appeared in the December 24th, Speclial Christaas
Magazine Section of the Jerusalem Post.

Othar matters can walt until | have the pleasure of talking to you face
to face. WWith best wishes to all our mutual friends,

Sincerely yours,

Dr. M, Barnard Resnikoff
Director
israel Office

HBR:sr

‘bec: George Gruen
Mort Yarmon
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Jasuary 13, 1971
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Cordially,
Gerald Strober

N. Sandberg

:as
BC:

¥orld Wide Pictures, Ine.
2520 @, Olive

Pr. Bill Browm
President
Burbank,

Dear Bill:



Januaxzy 13, 1971

Mr, Frank Jacchbsom

2520 W. Olive

w %
1?

m:

excellent scenes of
te be & most =cmorvable
ion the CGraham orgenization

1 be most interested im any cca=nmication ycu may bave to the
receive a
for & first-hand view

I wil
sequel to the Billy Crahsm f£film.

GS:as

R. Hoffman

BC:
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14 January 1972

Mr. David M., Barr

international Distribution & Development
World Wide Pletures

1313 Hennepin Avenue

Hinneapolls, Minn,

U,S.A. 55403

Dear HMr. Barr:
Foremost, | hope this letter finds you well.

| heard from our New York Office that you were having some difficulty In trylng to retriess
a print of "His Land'' which was lent to Keren Hayesod. | checked this out to learn that
they did In fact mall It back and | am ready to assume that It will be arriving in due
course,

Since | wrote you last concerning usage of the fllm, which was left In our custody, you will
not be surprised to learn that the flrst blush of frequent usage Is over, What | am finding
out Is that the flim Is no longer bejng used on a one-time basls by Individual organizations,
but |s now belng borrowed for a more sustained pesrliod of time by Indlvidual organizations
with a continulng Interest In the flim (such as the Press Office, Evangelical groups) who
show it under thelr susplces to their visitors., In a sense, | now have sub-distributors
which ) imagine makes sense to you,

| thought the time had come to remind the country of the avallablility of the film and |
placed an ad in the Christmas Issus of the Jerusalem Post, A copy of the ad |s attached.
This cost me $65,00 but éwmasmuchas | wasn't asuthorized to spend all that money and In
view of the expenditures already made, you may wish to reimburse me In the sum.of $35.00
with the balance representing a goodwiil offer on our part. |

|
Y

| recall your writing that you will be In Jerusalem next month and | look fomajgd with
pleasure to seelng you again. With best wishes to all our mutual friends, hy

]

Sincerely yours, \
Dr. M. Bernard Resniboff

bee:  Seymour Lachman \
George Gruen
Gerald Strober-/
Marc Tanenbgum
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1/20/71
TO JCRCs
FOR YOUR INFORMATION
ISATAH TERMAN

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date January 14, 1971

80  Area Directors
from Harc Tanenbaum

subject RESPONSES TO HIS LAND

In a memorandum dated May 29, 1970 I called attent1on
to the film HIS LAND, a 54 minute production of World Wide
Pictures, the film making subsidiary of the Billy Graham
organization. Six months have passed and I thought it would

~be useful to evaluate our experience with the film. We have
a significant body of data which indicates an overwhelmingly
positive response to the film in both the Christian and Jewish
communities. Christian denominational leaders, pastors and
lay people as well as Jewish leaders both in Israel and the

~United States have praised the film and cited its contribution
to an understanding of Israel and to Jewish-Christain -
relations in general. '

: Indicative of this response was the reaction of
Golda Meir who told the film's executive producer, "My
thanks for picturing our land as it is. I have never seen

it so positive." Teddy Kollek who attended the same special
screening for Israeli officials remarked, “I was deeply moved.
I haven't seen a better film about Israel. As a result

of this screening, the Jerusalem office of the Jewish Agency
requested and received a print of the film. .

Christianity Today in reporting on reaction to the
film said, "Never has a World Wide film ever evoked such an
immediate response from Christains for whom it was made,
and from Jews whose history it vividly depicts.” Similarly
the October issue of Hadassah Magazine said, "The film offers
vivid, exquisite color shots of Israeli terra1n and envisions
the historic bond welding the Jewish people to the Holy Land.
It has elicited warm praise from Golda Meir and Ambassador
Itzhak Rabin and is suggested for showings in both Christian
and Jewish communities.

WiNpPpUeJOLUISDLLE



Major ecumenical and interreligious screenings held in Boston,
Baltimore, Washington, D.C., Miami, Palm Beach, Jacksonville,
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Kansas City, Phoenix, San Francisco and
Seattle all provide evidence of the positive value of the film
in terms of Christian thinking concerning the spiritual and his-
toric importance of the land as well as the status and security
of the State of Israel. Field reports also indicate the impor-
tance of the film as a vehicle for initiating communication
between Evangelical Christians and Jews. Thus a leading Phoenix
minister commenting on the screen1ng in that city which attracted
1500 persons said, "Our adventure in understanding was a great
step forward in promoting a friendlier relationship between the
Evangelical Christian community and the Jewish people. I per-
sonally want to thank you and all the members of the American
Jewish Committee that had a part in making the evening a real -
success. It is my hope there will be a continuing effort on
the part of both groups to foster this friendly relationship.”

- The screening elicited the following kinds of comments
from Christian leaders:

"I think this film is superb. I shall take advantage
of all opportunities to have it used." (Presbyterian
Executive

"I would hope it would be promoted in Methodist circles
-as both a basis for historical and religious learning
as well as theological d1scuss1on " (Methodist

National Executive)

"Excellent for ecumenical reasons--theology may be
different approach. We need to appreciate all.
(Roman Catholic professor)

"Excellent resources for helping to understand human
reality of contemporary Israel. " (Council of Churches
execut1ve) :

“Deep]y moving, a statement of faith that needs to
be discussed among Christians, a film we'll be glad
to use and recommend." (Methodist Human Relations
Specialist) . ,

"Moving and éffect1ve--many striking and exciting visuals.
Under1y1ng humanity of theme cannot fa1] to affect
many. (News Broadcaster)

"Good discussion starter on place of Jew in modern
world." (Roman Catholic Media Specialist)

"A remarkable interesting film with a remarkably
valid theme." (Protestant lay leader)
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"Perhaps the finest film made to promote understanding
between the major religions. The film should be required
seeing. (National YMCA executive)

"A very moving film, which should be seen by all
Christians."” (Roman Catholic author)

"This is the most inspiring and informative film
I have ever seen." (Baptist clergyman)

Comments from Jewish community relations specialists also
point up the value of the film and its suggested usage:

"T am indeed happy that the AJC has seen fit to
applaud the efforts of the Billy Graham movement
for making this film and for making a version of it
acceptable for showing by Jewish groups.”

"I support your appreciation of the film as an
interreligious vehicle to be shared with AJC members
as an institutional contribution.”

"The film was unqualifiedly endorsed as a good tool
for developing a positive, sympathetic posture
vis-a-vis Israel in the Christian community."

"HIS LAND also shown at a private screening to

10 professionals and laymen of Jewish agencies. The
reaction was unanimously favorable. The public rela-
tions director for the local federation said that
this movie was probably the best piece he has ever
seen produced on Israel."

"It spread the -message of peace, brotherhood and
friendship which is so greatly needed in the world today."

In terms of national programming, we continue to find
HIS LAND to be a most favorable aid in Jewish-Christian institutes,
seminars, dialogues and colloquia. We have distributed approxi-
mately 10,000 copies of an Interreligious Study Guide to the
film, including 250 copies requested by the Israeli Embassy in
Washington. ;

71-310-9
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Major ecumenical sereenings held 4in Boston, Baltimore, Washingtom, D.C,,
Miami, Palm Beach, Palm Beach, Jacksomville, Cincimnati, Cleveland,
Kamsas City, Phoenix, 8an Francisco and Secattle all provide evidence

of the positive value of the film in terms of Christian thinking concernin
the spiritual and historic importance of the land as well as the

status and security of the State of Israel. Field repowts also
indicate the importance of the film as a vehicle for initiating
commmicatin between Evangelical Christians and Jews, Thus a lead-

ing Phoenix minister commenting on the secreening in that eity which
attracked 1300 persons said, "Our adventure in understanding was a
great step forward in promoting a friendlier reletionship between

the Evangelical €hristian commmity and the Jewish people. 1 perxr-
sonally want to thank you and all the members of the American Jewish
Committee that had a part in making the evening a vesl success. It
hlﬂyhﬂwm'ﬂlbeacmimh;efMGnﬂunnofhth

groups to foster this frienily relationship."”

The screening alicted the following kinds of comments from Christian
leadars:

"I think this film is superb. I shsll use my opportunities
to have it used.” (Presbyterian Executive)

"I would hope it would be promoted in Methodist eircles
as both a basis for historical and rel

learning
as well as theological discussion.” (Methodist National Exes.)

"Excellent for ecumenical reasons--theology may be differemt
approach. We need to appreciate all, (Roman Catholic professor)

"Excellent rescurces for helping to understend human reality
of contemporary Israel." (Council of Churches exeeutive)

"Deeply moving, a statement of faith that needs to be
discussed m Christims, a film we'll be glad to use
and recommend.” (Methodist Human Relations Specialist)

"Moving and effective--many striking and exciting visuals.
Underlying humanity of theme camnot fail to affect many."
(News Broadcaster)

"Good discussion starter on place of Jew in modern world,"”
(Roman Catholic Media Specialist)

"A remarkable interesting film with a remarkably valid theme."
(Protestant lay leader)
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"Perhaps the finest film made to promote understanding
between the major religions. The film should be required
gseeing. (National YMCA executive)

YA very moving film, which should be seen by all Christians.”
(Roman Catholic author)

“This {s the most inspiking and :I.nfmativa film I have
ever seen,"” (Baptist clergyman)

Comments from Jewish commmity religious specialists also point
up the value of the film and its suggested usage:

"I am indeed happy that the AJC has seem fit to applaud
the efforts of the Billy Graham movement for making this
film and for making a version of it acceptable for showing

by Jewish groups.”

"I support your appreciation of the film as an intervreligous
vehicle to be shared with AJC members as an institutional
cmm&ltim;"

"The film was unqualifiedly endorsed as a good tool for
developing a positive, smmpathetie posture vis-a~vis
Israel in the Christian commmity "

“HIS LAND also shown at a private screening to 10 pro-
fessionalk and laymen of Jewish agencies. The reaction wuas
unanimously favorable. The public relatioms director for
the lecal federation said that this movie was prebably the
best piece he has ever seen produced on Israel.”

"It spread the message of peate, brotherhood and friendship
which is se greatly needed in the world today.”

Intemsofmtimlprogrming we continue to find HIS LAHD to be

a most favorable aid in Jewish-Christian institutes, seminars, gialogues
and colloquia. We have distributed approximately 10,000 copies am
Interreligious Spudy Guide to the film including 250 copks rexuested

by the Israeli Embassy in Washingtem.



January 19, 1971

Dr. W, J. Richardson
Madison County Baptist Asso.
8 0 Box & Mithhell Branch
Cranite City, Ill.

Dear Dr. Richardson:

Thenk you for your letter of Jamuary 9th. The £ilm HIS LAND
is availsble through World Wide Pictures, 1313 Hsmepin,
Mimmeapolis, Minn. 55403. I would suggetst that you write to
Mr. Kemmath Bliss, Director of Distribution for World Wide
Pletures for information comcerning how you msy obtain the
film for screening in Illincie. It is my understanding that
World Wide has 8 numbar of representatives ia local areas who
show the £ilm &én the basis of a free-will offering.

I was bappy to learm that you plan to show the fil= to wembers
of your association and I am sure that they will find ic
challengigg and rewarding. I am enclosing hexewith a discussion
guide for the film which was prepared by the Interreligious
Affairs Department a8s a contyibution to interreligicus under-
standing. If you can use coples of this guide in conjunction
with the showings of the film, please do not hesitate to econ~
tact me and I will make them available to you. :

Coxdislly,

Gerald Stxober

;



Madison County Baptisr /2ssaciation

PO. BOX 4 MITCHELL BRANCH = GRANITE CITY. ILL.
W. J. RICHARDSON, Superintendent of Missions

Phones : 931-0346

January 9, 1971

Interreligious Affairs Dept.
The American Jewish Committee
Institute of Human Relations
165 E. 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Sirs:

We are interested in a showing of the film, " His Land" a Film
Journey Into The Soul Of A Nation. Would you please inform us as to what
we must do to get the film?

It is my desire to have this film shown to all people of any
faith in this community. We have 8,000 Southern Baptists in our Associ-
ation, and I am anxious that they all get to see this film. I had the
joy of reviewing it some time ago and feel it would do much to help us
understand better conditions in that land.

We have a committee that will be working om this promotion.
I would appreciate hearing from you regarding a future date or dates
available for a showing of the film. Also just what financial obligation
we will have.

Trusting to hear from soon,

Sincerely yours,

g R:lchardson
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Bill Shaff

Gerald St:

I am enclosing with this note

a brief introductor

i he you might
£ind helpful m’”,m

later this menth. screening

Ene.

By



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS TO HIS LAND

One of the constant comcerns of the American Jewish Committee
regarding the interpretation of Israel to non-Jewish commmities
has been the availability of quality printed and visual rescurces.
Last year a new film on Israel was produced by World Wide Pictures,
the motion picture subsidiary of the Billy Graham organizatiom.

This film which presents & strikingly positive portrayal of Israsl's
experience and aspirations makes a significant contribution to Christi -
Jewish discussion of the Middle East.

The film was produced for Christian sudiences and is currently
being distributed to churches throughout the United States. Approxi-
mately 10,000 Christiens view the film each day. The £ilm articulates
an Bvangelical Protestant tndaral:mdm of Israel. Its main theme
is concermed with the suggestion that the veturn of Jews to the
ancient homeland is a 20th century fulfillment of Old and New Testament
prophesy. This Christian theological position while of course not
the only such view of the contemporary Jewish state is an authentic
interpretation and one that should be exposed to both Jews and more
Hiberal Christians in order to stremgthen the current interreligious
dialogue om the Middle East questiom.

The version of the £ilm you are about to see is a ol:lgh_tly
shortened edition of the film which deletes en Evangelical message
from the closing of the pieture aimed specificslly at individual
Christiens. This shortemed version was made because Mr. Graham
realizing that any film on Israel wjuld cause great interxest in the
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Jewish commmmity did not want to use this film as a vehicle for
Christian witness to Jews.

Response to the film from Christian denominational leaders,
pastors and lay m ople as well as Jewish leadexrs both im Isragel
and the United States indicates the positive impact the film is
having towards an understanding of contemporary Israel.

ol Lt
SRR B



NATIONAL JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL, 55 W. 420d St, New York, N.Y. 10036

G
©
W

e 384

N

January 19, 1971

Mr. Norman Sider

Jewish Community Relations Council
615 N. Alabama Street - Room 412

- Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

Dear Norman:

*Because of the discussion of : at the
recent Commission meeting, I asked ° American
Jewish Committee for material which would bear
out its claims in respect to the film. I, too,
was most impressed with it, as were the several
national agency representatives who saw it with
me, However, lacking credentials as a biblical
scholar, I decided I would not join in the Com-
mission discussion. I now have the enclosed
memorandum from Rabbi Mare Tanenbaum, which I
thought you might want to see.

S.'i.ncerely yours,

Philip Jacobson

PJ:sab
enclosure

ce: Mr. Milton I. Goldstein
Mrs. Judith Banki }/
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Jamuaxy 19, 1971 o
Neil Sandberg, _‘_&g,ﬁmn Katz, Isaiah Terman
Gary Newmaxle

\

Tucson « "HIS wmy '
\,

-

During this trip to Tucson, I have begun implementing the showing of the
"HIS LAND" film which was agreed to by the Board of the Tueson unit.

While I was in Fhoeniy, I met with Rev. Donald Schaeffer, president of

the Greater Phoenix Bvanpelical Ministers Association, who had co-sponsored
the showing there., He agreed to apsist me in the securing of a similar
co-sponsor in the Tucson area since thexre is no Tucson Bvangelical Ministexs
Aasociation, It was decided that the only yealistic possibility would be
the pastor of the First Baptist Chuxch of Tucson, a gentleman by the name
of Dr. Woodrow Eood, Rev. Schaeffer agreed to contact Rev. Rood over the
weekend and explain $o him on a preliminary basis the reasons why I would
be calling and endnrn:l.np the possibility of a xepetition of the Phoenix
program,

Last evening I met wi.tl;’-‘Jackie Schmeider, Morton Solot, the unit wvice
chafirman, and Rabbi Albert Bilgray. We discussed the program in as great
a detail as possible and made plans for the unit's aml Rabbi Bilgrey's
participation. .

This morning I made very preliminary and tentative contact with Drx. Rood,

He indicated that he was receptive to the idea of such an event - tentatively
planned for late in April =« but wanted furxther time to discuss it with

Rev. Schaeffer and with members of his congregation.

GN:ab _ 4 -



Januagry 25, 1971

Rabbi Williazm B. Silveransn
712 East 69th Street
Kansas City, Missouri 63131

Dear Bill:

I noted in one of your receny Tewxple Bulletinsthat the
Brotherhood showed the film “His d” produced by Horld Wide
Picturee. The Interrelipious Affalre Department of the American
Jewish Committee has worked closely with the producers in order
to briag this important picturs before botn Christian and inter~
religious audiences. e feel that it ig one of the most important
Christian documents dzaling with Jews and the State of Israsl in
recent times.

Our department’s consultant on Christian religicus curricula,
Dr. Gerald S, Strober, has prepared a study guide for“His Land that
has reeeived wide distridution both here and abroad. Indeed, the
Israeli Covernment asked for several hundred copiles.

"His Land"was also shown at the 1970 Annual Meeting of the
Aperican Jewish Committee.

I zm interested in the reaction of the sudiernce to the film
and T am also interested in lesrning the substance of your comsents
as well as Dr. Meneilly's, Finally, did the Jewish Chautauqua
itself distribute the film or did the Temple Brotherhood acguire
it on its own?



Rabbi William B, Silverman -2- Jamuary 25, 1971

I look forward to hearing from you, With best wishes 2o
all the Silvermans, I am,

Coxdially yours,

Rabbi A, James Rudin
Asgistant Director
Interreligiocus Affairs Department

AJR:PM

P.S. I am curiocus as to why the film was sdvertised in the Temple
Bulletin as "controversial" and why it was received with 'mized
emotions.” From my point of view it was a straightforward evan-
gelical film,

cc: GCergld Strober

bee: Rabbi Marce Tanenbaum

PLEASE CRED\T Ls
PI‘.-’:EFQCPN Jaﬂlbﬂr e
ClNG\NNP.il‘C:f:._. L
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Pitteburgh Chapter

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
: Maxon Towers, 6315 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217
421.3327

T0: Rabbis in the Greater Pittsburgh Area

FROM: Marvin S. Lieber, Project Chairman

\n
ok
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1 B Y
SUBJECT: . HIS LAND/-- "A FILM ON ISRAEL"

On January 28, 1971, the American Jewish Committee has scheduled
a special screening of the above motion picture. The screening
will take place at 8:00 P.M. in the Lippman Auditorium, Rodef
Shalom Temple, Fifth and Morewood Avenues.

His land was produced by World-Wide Pictures, the motiom plcture
outlet of the Billy Graham Organization. The film is theological
in content and was produced esseantially for Christian audiences.
While there is a strong emphasis on comservative theology, the
film represents a positive portrayal of Israel's experience and
aspirations and has had a constructive impact upon Christian

thinking.
We should like to extend to you an invitation to join us for this
speclal scrocning since you may want to use it for programmatic

purposes. You may also feel free to send your key congregation
. members. There is no admission charge.

Kindly direct any questions you may have to the AJC office.

MSL/sc
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WUOTES REGARDING HIS/LAND

v

Letter from Mr. Irving Wilsog, Chairman of the Beth Yeshurun Men's Club
dated Nov. 17, 1970 Houston, Texas

Tt spread the message of peace, brotherhood and friendship which is
so greatly needed in the world today."

Letter from Ben Friedman, CPA Associates, Houston, Texas, Oct. 9th

""His Land is probably the first major work in 1900 years to make
available to the people who believe they are Christians a concept
of thinking that approaches the REAL reformed Judaism that Paul
wanted all the gentiles to share.”

"Somehow I feel that His Land is a wonderful step by a capable

man to met Christendom thinking back to what Christianity should he.
A high moral and ethic society by Christ...let's hope Billy Graham's
work continues in this wonderful direction."



Februaxy 1, 1971

1 bave your memorandums of Jsnuary 7th
and 20th concerning HIS LAND. I will trxy
to find cut from World Wide Pictures what
plans they have concerning sereening of
the film in Hollend. In terms of your
comnent on using the £film im church re-
lated colleges, please give me a ring

at your convenience, and I will be happy
to talk to you.about this.

G8:as
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712 East Sixty-Ninth Sireet o Kansas City, Missowi 64131
Telepbone: EMerson 3—1050

DR. WILLIAM B. SILVERMAN, Robbi February 8, 1971

Rabbi A. James Rudin

American Jewish Committee

165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022 -

Dear Jim:

I was impresseg when I heard that '""His Land" was
shown at the 1970 meeting of the American Jewish Committee.
Apparently Rabbi Margolies didn"t like it and made sour
and dour comments about it, Meneilly reacted as expected
with liberalism and understanding. It was shown under
the auspices of the Brotherhood. As far as I understand,
while it was ostensibly Jewish Chautauqua Society, the
man who handles the leasing of the film (a Baptist) ar-
ranged for the showing.

My remarks were essentially directoed to the fact
that this was an evangelical film, produced from a Chris-
tian point of view and was not "Jewish". The references
to Jesus didn"t bother me at all.

I pointed out the need for a mutual understand-
ing, the strong emotional ties of the people of Israel
with the land of Israel, my hope for peace between Arabs
and Jews (Israelis) and the settlement of the refugee
problem and, ultimately, the realization of the time when
Jew, Christian and Moslem will walk together in Israel
and throughout the world,

I suppose Frank Adler listed it as controversial
because of a desire to push for a bigger attendance and
undoubtedly because of some of the comment filtering
through about the attitude of Morris Margolies.

With warmest personal regards and every good
wish for you and yours, I am

Most. cordially,

-

Rabbi 11'.1%3. Silverman
WBS:jv



FPebruary 9, 1971

Vo l I rf_r"l
Gerald Strober

Phoenix Screening of HIS

Several days ago as I'was going through the HIS LAND folderx to
gathortogethumutadnlfwthamtm&nmt
to the field on Christian-Jewish vesponses to the £film, I came
across the materisl on the Phoenix screening. I bad, of course,
locked at this before and meant to drop a mote to you but as
the pressure of othar th nge occurred it pushed the Fhoenix
correspondenca to a distant cormer of my desk.

As I xead through the sccount of the Fhoenix screeming omce
again, I was struck by the momumental success of the program
and the leng-range potemtial of the Eyaggelical end the Jewish
commmity which the screening helped co bring about. It 1is

of course difficult to get the feel of an occasion through -
reading about it in correspondence but I must say that I was
most excited by what took place in Phoenix. You are to be
warmly comgratulated for the mammer in which you put the program

I haven't bad a better lunch since cur health food trip a few
weeks ago.

Best vegards.

GSias

CC: W, Eatz
S. Katz
Heil Sandberg



February 9, 1971

Jean Dichter
Gerald Strober

i
5

Will Katz on his return from his western trip/mentioned to me
the question of whether a screening of HI D for clexgy
should be held in Denver, Will said that felt the £film
had been played quite a bit in the Penver 8rea.

The other day I talked with Kenneth Bliss who is the head
of distribution at World Wide Pictures and he confirmed your
comnents adding that Denver is perhaps the most overexposed

I do hope that members of our department canm be in commmmica-
tion with you in the near future with regard to other inter-
religicus concerns,

Let me take this opportunity to welcome you as a colleague

and 1 surely hope that we may be able to meet persomally in
the not toodistant futurve.

GS:as

N. Sendberg



Febxuaxy 12, 1971

Reverend Woodrow Rood
Pizrst Baptist Church
215 Basg Pifth Strect
mm, Axrizona

Dear Bev. Reod:

Itmammmﬂwtcmwsw I am
forward %20 my next visit to Tucsoun when wo ha.
opportunity to talk at greatex lemgth in pexsam

As I indicatet, the Amarican Jemish Committee's Pheonix
Chaptex's axperience in co-spomsoxing the chowming of Billy
Geahax's "lis Land” with the Groanter Phosnix Bvangelical
Ministers® Association and the Arisona NCJ was an extxe=ely
heartening axd rewarding one. Gramting the necessity that
this not interfere with important events already plammed, I
share with you the hope that the Tucson coxmunity will be
able to similerly share this experience in byotherhood.

My bes$ zegsxds.

locking
the

Sincgrely yours,

Gaxy Newmark
Assistant Aven Director

Giizmh
ecs Rabbi Albext Bilgray
Mrs. Jacqueline Schrneider, Chairwoman,
AKX Tucsom Unit
Mr. Morton Selot, Vice Chairman,
AJC Tucson Unit

BCC: Neil Sandberg, Rabbi James Rudin, Jerry Strober, Isaiah Terman




Fobauaxy 12, 1971

Rabhi Albext Bilgray
Gary uaark

Planning of Showing of “His Land”

As uve had pleaned wien we last met, 1 spoke yestorday with Bav. Wosisow
Rood, Pastor of the Ffirst Baptist Chureh in Tecson. 1 discessed with

hie gt soze leongth the possibllity of the AKX and his church co-spemsoring
the showing of Billy Grabsa’s fila. In the process, I preseatad t0 hin
zony of the cancerns which we hove alrcedy discussed and cutlinod for him
cur sxperience with the Phoenix shosing.

Rgverend Rood imdicated that he rensmbered meating you at a Rotarians)
meoting and although, as you imdicated, your excounter was byiefd, he spokm
very Bichly of you. I suggested that be initiate discuseion czeng his
layzen and fellow ninisters and that 1 wonld pase alonp t0 you the iafox~
=ation pd cur conversaticn, imdicating that you would b2 in touch with hin
s@db. I soald suggest that by being as flexible as possible on the matter
of timing, we will be eble to enphasize his Anitia) indication of g willing-
ness to develop the pregras.

Bast wishes on ¢ux "Adventure in Undorstanding®, 3Becet regards.

CHamh
cct Jacqgueline Schroidex
BCC: HNeil Sandbexg
Isaiah Texman
Rabbi James Rudin
Jexry Strober
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y 'ng Land’ to Be Shown Feb. 18

-Billy Graham F llm On .Israel

_mittee, Cltggel:?d Chapter,’ will
nsor 0
Eﬂd,” color ﬁj'? on .Israel:
m’oduced by - Evangelist Billy

Guest commentator will be Dr.
Ger,ald Strober, consultant  on
i inter-religious affa.trs, American
¢ Jewish Committee. The program

wqmir ':‘{“-"-‘-f““'-‘f-'*‘.‘v' =

*. will be held on Thursday, Feb. 18,
- at 8:15 pam. in the JCC’s Halle

* Theatre. Admission is free. -

&, - “His Land,” filmed in color ori-.

bcahon is now being shown to
: _both . Chnst:an and Jewish
a, * audiences with the --active
& % cooperation of the AJCommittee.
p - The film shows the Holy Land in
¢ modern. dress, relates the
< prophecies of the Bible to modern -
;times and takes the viewer on

. pilgrimages to Jerusalem,
¢ Bethlehemn, Galilee, Tel Aviv and

me N?EEV S T

_.The Jewlsh Community Center
and American Jewish Com-

of “His |

" Graham’s World Wide Pictures.. AT

' m‘. . hr

. Rabbi Marc R'Tmmbm:m

director of terrellglousa!fnin

for the AJCommittee, stated,
“The most significant feature of -

this film is that it communicates

in dramanc, warmly sym-»'

'\

gathenctumsthehmmy;nu

ving. reality of the Jewish

people, their struggles and.

achievements in Israel.” .
;. Works With Pmiestants
- Inhis capacity as consultant on

’ mhglous curricula, Pr. Strober:
- implements - the ﬁndmgs of a

research project in Protestant
church school curriculum which
he conducted during 1967-68°
under the joint sponsorship of the
National Conference -of

/% Christians - and Jews and the
. American Jewish Committee. =
. Dr. Strober 'works with the

editorial - division of Protestant

denominations as a consultant

~.and resource person .in ln- '

- ‘tergroup relations, with par.’

ticular reference to Jewish

religion and life. In addition, he is




By GEORGE R. PLAGENZ
Religion Editor

The first Clzveland show-
ing before a Jewish audi-
ence of “His Land,” the
Billy Graham {ilm about
moderngyre
Israel, will§:
be given to- *{
morrow night 2 7
at the Jewish t 5
Center, 3505
Mayfield Rd. &£

Rev. Ger-f = .~
ald Strober taess .Y B
Of NEW Yl}l’k, REV. STROBER
a Protestant minister em-
ployed by the American
Jewish Commitiee as a con-
sultant on Sunday School
curriculum, will be here to
_introduce the film,

"““The picture was made by
evangelicals with a particu-
lar understanding of Israel,”
says Rev. Strober, “but -t
portrays human life there in
a positive way and makes a
unique contribution to the
“interracial understanding of
Israel.”

REV. STROBER is the au-
thor of the Strober Report,
based onhisanalysisof
more than 3000 Sunday
School lessons of all denomi-
nations. He found “uncon-
sious anti-Semitism" in
many of the lessons.

He is now working as a
consultant with the South-
ern Baptists, Missouri Synod
Lutherans and the National
Council of Churches inthe

-~

e

(Lo o P 2/512

Jewish audience to see Grahom film

preparation of thelr reli-
gious education materials.

New Testament refer-
ences to the Jews as ene-
mies of J e sus have been
greatly misconstrued, R e v.
Strober {eels.

“COMMUNICATION and
transportation were such
that only a very few Jews
knew enough about Jesus to

be able to either accept or
. reject him,' he says. “Also

the Bible tells us that many

Jews ‘heard him gladly'.

“When you consider that
even Jesus' disciples—those
closest to him — misunder-
stood him and ran off when
he was arrested,” remarks
Rev. Strober, “it doesn’t
seem strange thatothers
who hardly knew him would
reject him."

Rev. Strober alsofeels
that the Pharisees—the or-
thodox Jews of Bible times
—come off unfairly atthe
hands of most Christians.

“NICODEMUS, who took

such a friendly interest in
Jesus and who at the end
anointed his body for burial-
was a Pharisee,” Rev. Strob-
er points out. “And Luke
tells of an occasion when
the Pharisees came to Jesus
as a friend and warned him
to flee because Herod want-
ed to kill him."

Jesus often washarsh
with the Pharisees, Rev.
Strober admits. But, he
adds, “aren’'t we often har-
shest with those closest *
us?”

|
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Pastor to Talk
on Israel Film

DR. GERALD STROBER

Dr. Gerald Strober, a
Congregational minister
and former member of the
stafl of an inner c¢ity church
in Brooklyn, N.Y., and a
former member of the staif
of the New York depart-
ment of welfare, will be the
commentator when  the
film, “lIlis Land.” is shown
this evening at 8:15 atthe
Jewish Community Center,
3505 Mayfield Rd., Cleve-
land Heights.,

The picture is a color film
on Israel produced hy
Ilvangelist Billy Graham's
World Wide Pictures. Dr.
Strober .s now consultant on
inter-religious affairs for
the American Jewish Com-
m:l.lce

- g s o B - 1 ——— e
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date Feb . 16, 1971
to Seymour Brief

from Norma B. Moss

subject HIS LAND

Adolfo Cheistwer, Director of Adult Activities at the Jewish Community
Center, has just called, asking if AJC would be interested in co-sponsoring
a showing of HIS LAND, bringing in an appropriate commentator. He ap-
parently saw your invitation for the showing which is scheduled this
Thursday night in Cleveland with Gerald Strober present. I told Adolfo
that I would check with you as to ——

1l. The reaction of the Jewish audience

2. The attendance -- that is how many were actually interested in
viewing this film.

Some time ago, Jerry Levinrad (JCRC) spoke to me about showing the film,
co-sponsoring with them. I am sure that we could have a three-way
sponsorship -- JCC, JCRC and AJC. The question is, aside from when we
would show, who should be the commentator? I would very much like to
bring Gerald Strober to Cincinnati but would hope that he could combine
this trip, if a meeting is set up, with a visit to Standard Publishing,
which appointment he had to cancel in November.

Before going further with .this program will await your reaction and reply.
Many thanks.

NBM:rw
cc - E. Ashman

W. Katz

Dictated but not read by Norma B. Moss

LWINPUPRJLIOWIDLLE
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- This will conflrm with thanks you kind

FEB 19 187¢
14 February 1971

Rev. Robert Lindsey
Baptist MHouse
b Narkis Street

Jerusalem

Dear 80b; e

85 in making the Baptist House avail-
1stian Forum on} Thursday evenirg, March &4,
'His Land", p by the Billy Ersham

able for 2 meeting of the Student
1971, for a program to view the fi
organization, _ :

As you know, the Forum is a functionlin
Ressarch Fraternlty and Rev. Schoneveld, who represents the Fraternity on

the Forum Planning Committee, will be intouch with you conserning further
arrangesents. * ©

Among other things, this will enable Christian students studying at many different
institutions to get to know the Baptist House and It occurs to me that you might

'''''

want to discuss with Rev, Schoneveld the possibllity of giving the group a brief

iatroductlion to your activities prior to the scheduled progrem.
| assum{ of course, that you will have a sound projector and screen avallabie

for that evening. With many thanks for your valuable help, | remain,

Sincerely yours,

Dr. M. Bernard Resnikoff
Director
Israel Office

MBR:sr

- ce: ml&mr Schnglder

p - s
3 wtitend Yot el oF

bee: Mr. David Barr

bec:. Marc Tanenbaum/



Mrs. Mumtaz B. Khan

Post Box No. 3353

East Texas State University
Eo T'- Stati on

Commerce, Texas 75428

February 19, 1971

American Jewlsh Committee
Institute of Human Relations
165 East 56th Street

New York N. Y. 10022

Gentl emen:

I have been advised by Mr. Url Bralnin, Information
Officesof the Embassy of Israel, to contact you in connection
with the film "HIS LAND". I would very much like to show
this film to our church members, Trinity Lutheren Church,
Commerce, Texas, during the Easter season. 1 shall be much
obliged if you will very kindly send thlis particular film
to me at the above address. In case if this film is not
available, can you please send some other appropriate film
of the Holy Land to be shown during Easter season. Of
course I would prefer "His Land", if it is available.

I promise to return the film immediately we are
through and will take good care of it while in our possession.

I am a christian from Pakistan and have a very
special interest in Israel and her people because you are a
"chosen people of God", and the whole christian world looks
to you for the fulfillment of the prophesey. I am watch-
ing the events developing in the Middle East with great
interest because I know that we are headling for the end of
the world when our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ will return
and save His people, Israel. This will once again bring back
the glory and honour to Israel which rightly belongs to her.
I am also watching your enemies gathr'ring together in the
futile hope of destroying your land. But alas! they do not
know that they cannot touch the "Apple of His Eye", as the
Prophet Zechariah prophesied. No one can stand against and
destroy the Children of Israel. God has promised through
His Prophets that He shall visit the enemies of Israel and
destroy them as He did before when He brought them out of
Egypt safely and destroyed their enemies. You never need
to worry, not even for a moment, because God 1f a wall of
firzround about your land and “e is protecting you day and
night as said by King David in Psalm 121, "God who keeps
Israel neither sleeps nor slumbers®. May I offer you some
comfort and assurance in the words of Prophet Ellaja, "lhose
who are for us (Israel) are more in numbers than those
against". Every day when I bow my head in prayers, I always



March 2, 1971

ean be obtainad by contecting Mr. Kemneth
Bliss, 1313 Hemepin, Minneapolis, Minnesota., MNr. Bliss {s the
distribntl.on a,ms for the film and is veaponsible for making
eental srrangements., When you write to him, you might mention
that X aussested that you contaet him.

Covdially,

Cerald 8. mear -
Consultant
Interreligious Affairs




2

pray for the peace and prosperity of Israel. Your country
has a very special place in my heart and I know that God
wlll fulfill His promise real soon.
Hope tc hear from you soon,
Yours truly,
M M TemdeT F o
Mrs. Mumtaz B. Khan
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| Billy Graham t@ Receive NCCﬁ_@ward for Bmu%erh@@d

The International Brotherhood Award,
the highest honor of the National Con-
ference of Christians and Jews, will be pre-
sented to Evangelist Billy Graham March
14 in Cleveland.

The international award, last presented'

in 1963, will be made at the anniial awards
banquet of the local NCCJ in the Grand
Ballroom of the Hotel Sheraton-Cleveland.

Cieveland was picked a5 the place of

the presentation because Dr. Graham had = =~
earlier accepted an invitation to speak at

the annual awards dinner of the NCCJ here,
He was invited to speak by Thomas Vail,
publisher and ‘editor of The: Plain Dealer

and national human relahuns award winner -

last s:mng

THE INTERNATIONAL award twas
last presented in Cleveland when Prime

- Minister Lester  B. Pearson of Canada was -

honored by the NCCJ and Secretary of
State Dean Rusk made the presentation.

About 2,000 persons are expected o at-.

tend the banquet honoring Dr. Graham. Hi
wife, Ruth, will accompany him here for
the presentation. .

Tickets™ are still available for the fund- -
:raising bahquet, proceeds of which will ben--
_efit the NCCJ educational program in
northeastern O h i o. Tax-deductible,, the, -
tickets sell' at $50 a plate. They can he ob- -
tained by writing to the NCCJ Office at 601
- Rockwell Avenue, Cleveland 44114, or by

calling the office at 241 4164

- Dr Graham, who is plarming-to bring
his crusade to Cleveland in 1972, has won
two other intergroup awards.

IN

Memorial Institute for his contributions to
race relations. In 19689 he was presented
“The Torch of Liberty Plaque” by the
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai Brith.
The leader of crusades in almost every

-state of the United States and in more than

50 foreign countries, Dr. Graham is regu-

larly listed as one of the 10 most admired

men in the world.”
Dr. Sterling W. Brown, NCCJ president
in New York City, has said that the award

1963 HE RECEIVED the Gold_—
Award of the George Washington Carver

- vitation committeé:™ ~% . . 3Ll

ot 3

Flere

—

- would recognize Dr. Craham s “lifetime of

crusading to brinig &l men together under
the fatherhood of Gad: His moral preach-
ings based on the Judeo-Christian concept
of the equality of man have heen an inspi-
ration and source of ccnsolahonto au rell-

'gwusly-mahvated pecp.e

L -

I:mtatmns are cut Ior a lunchensn meat-
ing with Dr. Wailer Smyth, executivo
director of Billy Gratam Crusades, Satur-
day, March 13. . ..

It is believed tae eract dates for a Gra-
ham crusade in Cleveland in 1972 may be

- announced, accordizg to the Rev. Clarence

Agard, cochairmz> of the local crusade in-

»
™
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EXCLUSIVE
DISTRIBUTORS

WORLD WIDE PICTURES

1313 HENNEPIN AVE., MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 55403 e =
TELEPHONE: AREA CODE 612, 332-8483 ,'-"-'“1_
FILMS

Re Re £ 2 Farl Diive
Neuark, Ohio 43035
Paones 6l - 3566-5520
Feoruary 20, 1571

iTe Seymour oSrief, Area Director
The Arerican Jewish Committee
1220 Furon itoad  Suite 703
Clevelznd, Ozio 44115

Dear ir., Zrief:

It was a pleasure to be with you at the Jewish Commmnity Center, 3505
layfield Road, Clevel:nd feirnhts on February 138, 1971 for the showing

of "His land"s I will be nleased to return on kbnday, lerch 15, 1971

at £:00 Deme to show the short version of "His Land" as per the request
of Mr. Idchacl kehlnen, the assistant director, in our phone conversation
of February 1%, 1671 and later confirmed in persone

Plezase maike your check for $100.00 to World Wide Pictiures far the reoruary
18, 1971 saowing of "His Land®™ anda mil it to me. Upon receiving it I
will rmil you & receipt on our resular finzncial form with the recard of
your booXinge You will also receive an oificial receipt from VWoarld ¥Wide
Fictures soon after I mail "ny copies to tnem.

At the tieme of the lMarenh 15, 1971 showing I would apprcciate a check
made out to JorlG Wide Fictures for $lU0.00 to take with me imsediately
after tne showinge I would aprreciate also your written conlirmation of”
the date of the second shozing on karch 15, 1971 and the financial ar-
ranzements.

Sincerely,
Ryen A QT
aL) abias bC M»?&(,‘Wz/“

Dallas Blsciourn
Ohio Renrescniative



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date February 22, 1971

80 Gerald Strober
from Seymour B;cief

subject . - .
"His Lanhd" - Trip to Youngstown

Thanks so much for an excellent day and one half in the wilds of
Ohio. The fracas over the showing of "His Land" is not over yet
as you will see from the enclosed letter and memorandum. I think
the controversy that was raised around the long version of the
film has been most interesting and I really can't put my finger

on which side has the ascendancy, the pro's or the anti's. It

is not even on Jewish religious lines because I have had some good
comments from traditional Jews who saw it, and negative comments
from Mrs. Faigin, president of the JCC who is also vice president
of Fairmount Temple.

I am taking the liberty of sending a copy of this memorandum and
its enclosures to Norma Moss as well because I still believe very
strongly that the short version does perform a most valuable
service and I am recommending that she work with you directly on
setting up such a showing in Cincinnati based on her memorandum
to me.

I will wait to hear from you on the Blackburn letter before I
initiate any kind of discussion on the cost or scheduling but I
‘do hope that you can bring some sense to Blackburn via Ken Bliss
or others from the Graham organization. Also enclosed is a copy
of the "His Land"” brochure for Christian audiences which Blackburn
placed on every seat which obviously should not have been done.

I am also enclosing an article which appeared in this weekend's
paper about Graham and the crusade which I think will be of
interest to you. Enclosed also is the address of the priest from
the Youngstown diocese who Bishop Malone indicated we should be
working with in regard to textbook revision. I would hope that
someone from the department would write to him suggesting some
strategies to use and also involve the name of John Moyer in this
as well as our office in structuring such a joint review committee.

I am also enclosing the JCC flyer and three of the clippings.
Best wishes.

SB:ss
cc Isaiah Terman, Marc Tanenbaum, Eleanor Ashman, Norma Moss

LINPpURJOWUWISLLS
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President
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Second Yice President
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. Secretary
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MRS. LOUIS SCHRIBER

Treasurer

PAUL FRYDMAN
.. Assistant Treasurer

-DR: CHARLES FROUG
Immediate Past President

ROBERT FITTERMAN
Executive Director

ROBERT L. REINER
Assistant to Executive Director

M%SJ. LF(_)N&FD SIEGLE

PETER M. GLICK
Director
Jewish Family Service
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SAUL §. SPIRO

Director

Bureov of Jewish Education
LOUIS A. BROWN

Director
Jewish Center

OF DAYTON, OHIO

184 SALEM AVENUE
45408

222-5588
Area Code 513

February 22, 1972

Rabbi James Rudin
American Jewish Committee
¥65..E,. S6theSt.

New York, N. Y. 10022

Dear Rabbi ‘Rudin:

Please send the fbllowingé;

N

12 only "Interreligio iscussh:-fﬁn\Gu des by Gerald Jl
Strober on the film FIn His Land". {

12 only Brochures de m and the avail-
ability of the interreligious discussion guide.

For your information, the Dayton distributor of the
film "In His Land" states that the short 54 minute version=
of the film is only available to Jewish groups, and that
it is offteial policy not to make it available to liberal
Christians groups.

I am arranging for both films to be previewed by the
local rabbis and the church federation director as well
as myself. I will keep you posted on the use of this film
in our area.

Cordially,

Rabbi Robert L. Reiner
Assistant to Executive Director

RLR/bp

AFFILIATED WITH: UNITED FUND < HEALTH AND WELFARE PLANNING COUNCIL = COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS
NATIONAL JEWISH WELFARE BOARD = NATIONAL COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL « AMERICAN ASSOC. JEWISH EDUCATION
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date February 22, 1971

!o Seymour Brief
trom Michael H. Mehlman
subject

Showing of "His Land", February 18, 1971, at the
Jewish Community Center

Last night, Mr. Dallas Blackburn of World Wide Pictures
presented the long version of "His Land" at the J.C.C.
Although you and I received positive comments about the
film there are some problems.

Howard Robbins, assistant director of the J.C.C. staff,

was the last to speak with Blackburn. In discussion,
Blackburn told Robbins that he carried the long version

of "His Land" because it was a "better film." Mr. Robbins
feels this act was premeditated. According to Paul Shaver,
who was extremely apologetic, Blackburn is a former
fundamentalist Baptist preacher. This proves little, but
Robbins was upset by Blackburn's attitude and tone of voice.

Mrs. Louis (Hilda) Faigin, president of the J.C.C., felt
very uncomfortable at the showing. She called Howard
Robbins. Herman Eigen, the Center's executive director,
has decided, Robbins told me, that the J.C.C. would not
co-sponsor the film again as had been planned.

SB :MHM
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Mr. Kemmeth Bliss 2= February 25, 1971

However, I have some information which suggests that Mr. Blackburn's
use of the long version may have been premeditated. In addition it
was upsetting to find that he had placed a brochure which offers an
invitation to accept Christ on esch seat.

One other problem concerning the screening has been brought to my
attention by Mr. Brief., This concerns payment for the screening.

In a letter dated February 20th Mr. Blackburn asked for $100.00

for the February 18th showing and for $100.00 for the screening which
is scheduled for Merch 15th. Mr, Brief's understanding was that
there would be a §50.00 charge for each screeming. If a

is held during March, it probably would be helpful if Mr. Brief
could obtain a print of the short version end project it himself.

I know you will understand the spirit in which I conwvey this in-
formation to you. This was the first occasion that I have beem in-
volved in with the film where such a problem arose, and I wanted to
share it with you.

I hope that all is well with you, and I do look forward to seeing
you on your next trip to Hew York.

Waxm regavds.
Cordially,
Gerald 8, Strober
Congultant
Interveligious Affairs
GSS:FPM

bee: Seymour Brief
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February 25, 1971

Mr, Kemmeth Bliss
1313  Hemepin
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403

Dear Een:

I would like to share with you an emperience I in(:leveland
the other night which was somewhat disturbing had the poten~
tial of producing a negative reaction to His Jand.

I had been asked by Mr. Seymour Brief, the American Jewish Committee®s
Director for Chio, to be the commemtator st a screening of the film
for s Jewish sudience at the Jewish Community Cemter in Cleveland.
My expectation, of course, was that the short version of the £film
would be used, However, just moments before I was scheduled to

make some intrvoductory comments concerning the file I was informed
by Mr. Dallas Blackbuyrn that he was goimg to project the long ver-
gion, In my comments I stated that the long version was deing em-
ployed beceuse of technieal difficulties, and I tried to place

this version in context for this Jedish sudience. I feel, however,
that!didmtsettheughmovuymofmmpwplewhame
present, and my understanding is that while the filwm was gemerally

mmity., As a rvesult of the use of the long version, the Jewish
Community Center which had offered its facilities for a second
screening in March has now withdrawn this offer.

I tried to piece together the eml:s ‘Jeading up to ‘last Thurs-

5]
day evening's screening, I believe that to some degree there was
mix-up between Mr. Blackburn and one of Mr. Brief's associates.




February 26, 1971

Norza Moss

Cerald Strober
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with Standard Publishing during the

As I look at the calendar late March or early
seem to be opem but I will, of course, make any ad-

tments to comply with your scheduling suggestioms.

regards
»

plan to meet

also
innati visit.
would

i

Eleanor Ashman
Seymour Brief

Will Eatz

i



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date February 26, 1971

t0 gerald Strober
from Isaiah Terman

BAL R D A0 B2 oA LAS S LLS

subject 15 LAMS -- Indianapolis

If you have a report on how it came about that, at
least according to the Indianapolis CRC d1rector, Norman Sider,
"His Land" was not shown to the proper aud1ence in Indianapolis,
I would appreciate seeing the report. :

It is not unlikely that I knew about this at one time
and have since forgotten. In any case, I would appreciate your
1ndulg1ng me .

My inquiry is stimulated by reading the November 22
Minutes of the NJCRAC Commission on Church-State and Inter-
religious Relationships. The Minutes note that Judy Banki didn't
quite let Mr. Sider get away with it and there was also some
assistance from a Minneapolis representative.

I'm particularly interested because I've thought Norman Sider,
though relatively new in the Community Relations field, a rather
good guy and I feel a bit sad that he should have a "napoleh"--
possibly through no fault of his own.

cc: Sherwood Sandweiss

IT/rb



A-n Open Letter To
Rev. Billy Graham

Rev. Billy Graham
Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association
1300 Harmon Place
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Dr. Graham:

In “His Land” at this Christmas
season there is and there has been
for the last twenty-one years no room
for hundreds of thousands of His
. brothers and sisters, half of whom
are children, just as on the Eve of
the first Christmas there was no room
for the Christ Child to be born.

The tragic plight of the disposses-
sed Christian and Moslem people of
the Holy Land is overlooked in your
technically superlative but morally
insensitive film “His Land” which I
have just seen at the Park Street
Church in Boston.

In your commendable zeal to im-
prove relations between Christians
and Jews, you unfortunately do not
distinguish between religion and poli-
tics, between Judaism and political
Zionism, and between Jews and the
political State of Israel.

The tragic irony of the modern
political State of Israel is that Euro-
pean Jews found refuge by violent
means at the expense of the country
of Palestine and the homes and lands

Yhe Worla”
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of Palestinian Christians and Mos-
lems. Also, this Zionist State has ex-
panded by violent means at the ex-
pense of the homes and lands of
other Arab Christians and Moslems
(Syrians, Egyptians, and Jordan-
ians). And as men of good will and
peace in and outside of Israel openly
deplore, the Zionist policies of the
present leadership have meant op-

.pression and discrimination against
non-Jews.

Surely you must be aware that
millions of Christians and not a few
Jews would take issue with your the-
sis that the modern State of Israel is
fulfillment of God’s prophecy. How-
ever, regardless of what position a
Christian or Jew may take on inter-
preting the Bible, Christians and
Jews can be united on certain ethical
fundamentals: the fact of man’s
brotherhood and the demands of jus-
tice and love. “The chief message
Christians and Jews can get from
the revelation of God is that we are
all called to do justice, love mercy
and walk humbly in His presence.”

May I respectfully call to your at-
tention recent statements by the
United Nations, the World Council
of Churches, the National Council
of Churches and the Antiochian Or-
thodox Christian Church which call
for recognition of the inalienable
rights of the Palestinian people, es-
pecially their rights to self-determin-
ation and to justice. (Enclosed are
three unanimously adopted state-
ments by the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Church. Resolution No. 11
is especially pertinent to the burden
of this letter.)

In the name of the Saviour whom
we both worship I beg of you to
withdraw your film or have it re-
vised to provide a balanced view, be-
fore it does irreparable damage. And
in the interest of brotherhood, jus-
tice and peace, I earnestly entreat
the Billy Graham Foundation to un-
dertake a film on the Palestine prob-
lem calling upon men of conscience
everywhere to help redress the grave
injustice done to His Arab brothers
and sisters in “His Land.”

Sincerely,

FRANK MARIA

Chairman, Dept. of Near East and
Arab Refugee Problems, Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of
New York and All North America

Page 15
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FO-CIN

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date March 2, 1971
to Gerald Strober

from Norma B. Moss

subject LAND

This is to confirm our telephone conversation regarding your willingness
to introduce the film HIS LAND on Monday, March 20th. Also, I understand
that you will bring the 16 mm short version film with you. We will
supply the operator.

The evening program will be held at the Jewish Community Center and will
be co-sponsored by them and perhaps the JCRC.

Seymour Brief suggested that we might set up an interview for you, par-
ticularly with the Religious Editor of the Enquirer, Ben Kaufman. I
noted the last time you were scheduled to be in Cincinnati and to wvisit

Standard Publishing, you specified that this was to be on the "Q.T.".

In other words, do you or do you not wish to have an interview on text-
book revisions? If the answer to that is no, do you think it would be

advantageous to have an interview with Mr. Kaufman regarding the showing

"~ of HIS LAND and any other subject you would wish to discuss with him?

Please advise so I can proceed accordingly.

This is also to remind you to forward three glossies for our use in w—n)' 3\*
publicizing the showing. Looking forward to seeing you.

Many thanks. ’

cc - E, Ashman
W. Katz
S. Brief

WNPUPJO WU



March 2, 1971
Seymour Brief
Michael H. Mehlman

Dallas Blackburn

Mr. Blackburn called this office today. He wagted to speak
with Mr. Brief about the fact that he has not /received any
money from us regarding the showing of "His Kand" on Thursday
evening, February 18, 1971. He feels that/Mecause he has not
collected from us, his forms to Minneapolis are incomplete
and he has to collect the money. I told him that we were
working on it. '

I also told Mr. Blackburn that the second presentation of
"His Land" at the Jewish Community Center, on March 15, 1971,
has been cancelled but Rabbi Green of Temple Emanu El would
like to use the film on Friday evening, April 30, 1971. Mr,
Blackburn felt that since our orgauization had not treated
him properly, he would rather deal directly with those who
desire the use of the film. I gave Rabbi Green the address
and phone number of Mr. Blackburn and told him to be sure to
contract for the short version of the film.

Rabbi Green called me later and said that Blackburn was already
booked on April 30, 1971 and that hls price for future showings
of the film was $100.00.

Blackburn in the conversation, spoke to the Rabbi about free
will offerings where he had made $500.00 indicating that he
wanted even more than the $100.00. The Rabbi seemed to take
this as some sort of joke even though Blackburn may have been
serious. He also mentioned to the Rabbi that he had never
shown the short version.

It seems to me that Mr. Blackburn does not understand AJC's
relationship to this film, our promotion of it and our efforts °
to develop even wider showings.

MHM:ss5

cc Gerry Strober - This is for your information and continuing
follow through



March 3, 1971

Bozma Hoss

Elesnor Ashuan
8y Brief

ce:



March 5, 1971

Mr. Kenneth Bliss
1313 Henepin
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403

Dear Kan:

I was very glad to have had the opportunity to talk with you at
length the other morning. I think our conversation will prove
to be most helpful. :

I would greatly appreciate your loaning to me on a two month
basis with an option to renewal a 16 mm print of "His Land."
This print will be used in two ways.s

1. For screening at the National AJC office in New York (There
are a number of key people who are interested in seeing the
f4lm, and having a print in the office would greatly facil-
itate screening arrangements.)

2. The film would be used programnatically by AJC Chapters in
varigus localities throughout the United States, These events
would be conducted under the following conditions:

A. The American Jewish Committee would sponsor the screening.

B. The Americasn Jewish Committee local Chapter would forward
a $50.00 rental fee to your office.

€. In areas where World Wide Pictures has a local representa-
tive, the American Jewish Committee representative would
inform the representative of the screening.



Mr. Kemneth Bliss -2= March 5, 1971

I hope that the above conditions meet with your approval., If
80, I would very much like to have a print prior to March 25th.
Qur Cincinnati office has scheduled a screening for a Jewish
audience for March 29th and I would like to have our print used
at that showing. I will be on hand personally in Cincinnati
for that event.

Warm regards.
Cordially

Gerald 8. Strober
Consultant
Interreligious Affairs

GS8:IM
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FO-CIN

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date March 19, 1971
to Gerald Strober

from Norma B. sS

subject HIS

Today I had a request from a student at Hebrew Union College regarding
using the short version of "His Land" for his bi-weekly congregation,
which is United Hebrew in Benton, Illinois. Mr. Don Gerber, the student,
read that the film was availsble free of charge and commmicated directly
with World Wide Pictures in Minneapolis. He was annoyed when he received
a reply stating that there would be a $50 charge for its use. Rabbi Hahn
of Rockdale Temple in Cincinnati, knowing that we were showing it on
March 29, suggested that he contact our office to see if the film would
be aveilable either free or for a smaller fee. How has this been handled?
Are they charging every congregation?

If you have time, you can reply in writing. If not, we can talk this
over when you are in Cincinnati.

Sorry I did not hear from you again todsy regarding the appointment with
Ben Kaufman of the Enquirer. If I do not have any communication by
Monday will try calling you in New York.

Best regards.
NBM:rw
ce - I. Terman

S. Brief

Dictated but not read by Norma B. Moss

WNPUPJO U W



FO-CIN

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date March 23, 1971
fio Gerald Strober

from Norma B. Mo

subject  "His Lg#@"

Have just spoken with Seymour Brief, who suggested that we submit a
brief article to both daily papers with an invitation inviting coverage
for the showing. ,

Sally Brown, Coordinator of Special Activites at Hebrew Union College,
telephoned this morning to inquire about the possibility of your talking
to the students and, I assume, some faculty while you are in the city.

I explained that I felt you would be available for Tuesday noon and

early afternoon. She also would like to have the students view "His Land"
vhile you are here with the film. However, she was going to check to see
how many at H.U.C. would be able to meet with you at the aforementioned
time. Therefore, perhaps even before you receive this in writing, we
will be in touch with you by long distance. Simply wanted to alert you
to the possibility.

See you on Mondasr.
cc - E. Ashman

W. Katz
S. Brief

WNPURJO W 3w
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! llt mmi {avites l'lbll:
| To See Widely-Praised ' [y
' lsfnlt Colu lﬂio

‘: The ‘movie, ‘“‘His La.nd,

| a film- -about modern Igrael

| will be shown at the Jewisl
Community Center Monda‘y,>
Marxch 29th, at 8 p.m. - _
f co—spnnsori? groups are
| the American Jewish Com—l

ummee, Jewigh Community
' Center and Jewish {;'omimr-é
nity Relations Council,

| The film, a Billy Gra.]
ham prnduction. is ‘in.color
and offers vivid shots of
.Israel terrain and envisio

: the hc_md w ldtnﬁ_lthe Jewiah}

I It has euoited praise fraln
i Prime Miniater -Golda Meir|
, and Ambassador Itzhak Riyi=
(bin_ aod is suggested for]
athgs in Christian and
‘J ewiah communities, -

“The Rev. Gerald Strober,
’Protestant consultant on re-
|ligious curricula in the AJC|
|Interreligious- Affairs De-
[ﬂparmlm ent, will intreduce the
| Mr. Strober wasdirector
lof the Joint National Con=
'ference of Christdans and
[J ews~-AJC Textbook Pro ect.
I" Justin Friedman wi
1ch;irman ;

The commum.ty is inv:ted.




Maxrch 29, 1971

Mr., Kemmeth Bliss
World Wide Pictures Inc.

1313 Henepin
Minneapolis, Mian. 55403

Dear Eem:

I have your letters of the 15th and X am sorry to be tardy in
answering. I have just returmed from a week long trip to the
southwest. You will be interested to know that in Dallas I

was able to intzeduce my colleague Billie Stamm, regional director
of the AJC office in Balhs John Corts, assidciate director

of the Southwest Crusade. Ue had a most intcrutingandeqjoyable
conversation at the crusade office in Irving.

In terms of your comments erningthoprogrmti.cuseofuc
chapters of the l6am print of HIS LAND which you have provided
fumm,luhmpleteam withtheemdlti.mym
set forth, and I prm:l.se that I will see to it that your conditions
are fulfilled,

You will be interestsed to know that X am about to leave for Cin-
cimmati vhere the fiim wiil be shown under AJC auspices. I will
introduca the fils and be available for questiomns. :

Regarding the portion of your letter which dealt with the Cleveland
situation, I am moat epprecistive of your comments. I1Ifeel you have
examined the situation carefully and sympathetically and your snaly-
sis 13 quite justified. I have informed ocur Cleveland office of

the earlier telephone conversatiom we had concerning the $100.00

fee and 1 fully expect that cur office will forward that amount to
either you or Mr, Blackbuwn,



-2<

Your frankness is most welcome and I am assured that this one in-
cident will in the perspective of a wider experience prove to be

negligible.

You will be glad to know that we have scheduled a sereening in
our office on April 29th for book publishers. We plan to mail
invitations later this week., The program will begin with a
lucheon at 12330 and the film will be shown at 1:30 in our six
floox screening room.

I wonder if yow might be able to make available a loose-leaf
folder of color photographs which could be given to the publishers
as some idea of the rescurces available othaer than the film itself.
Again, thanks for your letters, interest and friemdship.

Harmest regards,

Cordially,

Gerald Strober
G8:as
Dictated but not read.



WORLD WIDE PICTURES

1312 HENNEPIN AVE.. MINNEAPOLIS., MINM. 55403
TELEPHONE: AREA CODE 612, 332-8483 - L

EXCLUSIVE
DISTRIBUTORS

FILMS

March 15, 1971

Gerald Strober

American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Gerald:

Let me briefly answer the questions you raised in your letter of
February 25th concerning Mr. Blackburn's screening of the long
version of HIS LAND in the Eleveland area.

First of all, let me apologize for any problem and difficult sit—
uation ihto which it might have placed you. It appears that be-
cause of the demand for the short version film, we just have not
had enough prints to cover all of the screenings that some of our
representatives might have. We now have received another ad-
ditional eight prints, and I trust that this will help solve the
problem we encountered.

In regard to the souvenir brochure that was placed on each seat,

I am sure it was there with the idea of giving the Scriptures used
in the film. Actually, our men have been quite unhappy that the
brochure itself has very little mention concerning a commitment
to Christ, and in that context, I feel that they were only placing
them there as a result of their wanting to convey the Scripture
that many people want to check out and use; however, I do under-
stand the problem involved, and for the most part, on a general
basis, have encouraged our men not to use the brochure in their
showings in the Jewish community.

To answer the problem of the $100.00 per screening, actually
Gerald, we cannot send a representative out with the equipment
and the print, and even break even at the $100.00 figure, so as

"~ I stated before, we are more than happy to make the film avail-

able for this programmatical use in the Jewish community on the
$50.00 rental basis, and of course, if the program people would

Bt o e BRI ERE R



Strober -2- March 15, 1971

like to contact me directly, I will see that prints are made available
for that purpose in the future.

Gerald, I know that it isn't a matter of defending or explaining, but

it is just a matter of having things happen in an orderly and discreet
manner. I trust that for the most part, this is the way things are hap-
pening. I do appreciate your assistance in making this situation
understandable for everyone involved.

Thanks for your interest.

M’C}S t"‘gi‘ncere

Kenneth Bliss
Director of Distribution

KB:cn



EXCLUSIVE

WORLD WIDE PICTURES

1313 HENNEPIN AVE., MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 55403
TELEPHONE: AREA CODE 612, 332-8483 1

DISTRIBUTORS

FILMS

March 15, 1971

Gerald Strober

American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

' Dear Gerald:

In regard to your note of March 5th concerning the use of a 16mm
print of HIS LAND for the next two months, World Wide Pictures
will supply for your use for a screening at the Natiomal AJC office
in New York, a 16mm print as you have suggested in paragraph one.

The film would be used programmatically by the AJC chapters in
various localities throughout the United States as you suggest in
paragraph two, with one exception, and that is that if the film were
to be used in these chapters along with the conditions that you out-
line, you or one of your associates there in the national headquarters
would be present for the showing, otherwise, if the print is only to
be sent out, used, and sent back, then I would suggest that we con-
tinue to have the prints for these purposes made available from the
Minneapolis office. In other words, where the print is used, you

or one of your associates from New York would be on the scene. I
hope that this will work out.

Regardless, for your immediate use, we are sending a print to your
attention in New York City, so that the showings at your headquarters
can be held as planned. If there is any question regarding the equip-
ment as we discussed earlier, feel free to drop me a line.

Gerald, it is always good to talk to you.

Most sincer

3 Kenneth Bliss
Director of Distribution

KB:cn
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April 6, 1971

Mr. Harold Goldberg
200 West 4th Street
Cincimmati, Ohio 45262

Baar Pat:

I certainly enjoyed the opportunity of meetin;
the chance for comversation at dimner lasg

I hope the secreening of the film HIS LAND made & positive
impact upon the commmity. X was impréssed
sudience. I found the question and sanswer periocd to be a stim-
ulating exparience and I hope it was helpful,

1 shell probably be in Cincimmati the summer and I hope

we might have an opportunity for further comversation.

Harm regards.
Cordially,

‘BC: H, Moss



Rt Y

April 6, 1971

Mr. Justin Friedman
3953 Red Bud Avenue
Cincimmati, Ohio 45229
Dear Justin: -
X truat the screening of BIS lsst week in Cincinnati

will have a lasting positive impression in the commumity.

I very much appreciated your chairing the session and I be-
lieve the give and take of the question period was helpful. '
Imcertamlyimyreuedhythaatmdmnuhhhhofmse
a tribute to the fine coordinating efforts of Norma.

Ihopawb shall have the opportumity for further conversation
in the nesr future, perhaps at the Amnual Meeting next month.

Barm regaxds.
Coxdially,

Cerald Strober

BC: N, Moss



April 6, 1971

GCerald Strober

)
-

H. ¥Moss

BC:



April 6, 1971

Horma Moss

Gexald Strober

of
be
to
to
"Matzox".
film and I hope one of ocur other co

question about the film
provide you with some informatien.

I loock forwsed to seaing you in May.

Harrest regerds.

S. Brief
. Rats

GS:as
CC:



EXCLUSIVE
DISTRIBUTORS

WORLD WIDE PICTURES

1313 HENNEPIN AVE., MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 55403 S " ;ib F
TELEPHONE: AREA CODE 612, 332-8483 ] ‘ﬂ»—‘ilk/""‘v.amb

FiLms

April 6, 1972

Mr. Gerald Strober
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th St.

New York, New York 10022

Dear Mr. Strober,

Thank you for your letter of March 28th and the information concerning
our films, ;

If you still have use for the 16mm print of HIS LAND, pleage feel free
to keep it a few more months but if i%is not being put te“good use, we
can use it for bookings from this office.

Unless I hear from you I shall expect that you will be keeping the film
for awhile.

Sincerely,

Mrs.) Janet Johnson
Film Librarian

jis

P.S. We still do not have the print that Mr. Yarmon wrote to Mr Vinitsky
about returning in December 1971. We only have two prints of the short
version on our shelves at the present time and we would appreciate having
the one in Israel returned.....
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March 28, 1972

Mrs. Janet Johnson
World Wide Pictures Inc.
1313 Hemnepin Avenue
Minneapolis, Minn, 55403

Dear Mrs. Johnsons

Thank you for your letter of March 21st, With referemce
te the prints you mentioned, the 35mm was retumed to you
and the 16mm 48 currently on loan to us and is safely
stored in our Bew York office. If you need the return
of the 16mm f1ilm which we have shown widely to selected
Christisn leaders, please contaet me and I will arrange
for its shipment to Minneapolis.

If I can be of any further assistance, please €o not
hesitate to contact me,

- Cordially,

Gerald Strober
C8:as



EXCLUSIVE

WORLD WIDE PICTURES

1313 HENNEPIN AVE.. MINNEAPOLIS. MINN. 55403

TELEPHONE: AREA CODE 612, 332-8483 B&LL.]G“JM

-

DISTRIBUTORS

March 21, 1972

Mr. Gerald Strober
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th St.

New York, N. Y. 10022

Dear Mr. Strober,

The enclosed invoices show that two prints of HIS LAND that have
been checked out to you have not been returned to us.

I am sure you know that losing two prints of this film involves
several hundred dollars for World Wide Pictures and we are most
anxious to recover these prints if at all possible.

Would you please let us know if you know where these prints might
be and if it would be possible to get them back to us? You will note
that the one film is a 35mm so it would be in a heavy metal can while
the other print is a much smaller case.
Thank you so much for checking this out for us.

Sincerely,

(Mrs.) Janet Johnson

Film Librarian

33



April 7, 1972

Rabbi Max Hausen

Free Synagogue of Westchester
500 N. Columbus Avenue

Mount Vernom, Rew York

Dear Max:

Thanks for your kind letter. I thoroughly enjoyed
my visit to your congregation and I hope that I can do the
same at your new position in Philadelphia,

Please give me a call so that we can arrange a
private screening for you of the movie, His land., Aas I
mentioned; I think it would be well recélved by your con-
gregation, especially if you presemt it.

Thanks again, Best regards to your family,

Cordially,

Rabbi A. James Rudin

Assistant Director

Interreligious Affairs Department
AJR:FM

P.S. The enclosed flier was sent to the Executive Board of
the AJC Chapter in Westchester.

Encl.



April 24, 1972

World Wide Pictures, Inc.
1313 Henepin
Minneapolis, Minmn. 55403

Gentlemen: Re: Aceount #000216
Statement date 02/04/72

&mloae.d is payment for the screening of ''His " arraaggd
by the late Mr. Joe Dames on June 30, 1970,

We hope this will eclose the matéer and are soxry for any
inconvenience this has eaused you.

Cordially,

Gerald Strober

GS:as

BC: M. McKeon



THE AMERICAN JUMISH COMMITTEE
165 Fast 56 Street
New York, N.Y. 10022

TO: ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT
PAYMENT AUTHORIZATION

Date _April 12, 1972

Pay to:

Accounting Charges

Department IAD

Division TAD

Budget Item b4
Paymen

nd charge authorized by:

—_—

3
Authorized Signature
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date
fo
from

subject

April 29, 1971
Gerry Strober

Mort Yarmon

LS 7 D LIRS o © LA D UAL

Here are copies of the list of people
at the His Land snowinge

I suggest a short letter be prepared

and sent to the book-publisning types
who were here, thanking them for coming,
suggesting that if they want:t to pursue
a book-publishing profject with World=-
Wide rictures, they contact Ken Bliss
directly, with address and hhones., You
night send Ken a list and explain what

you're doinge.



Thursday, April 29, 1971

HIS LAND Luncheon and Screening

Mr. Amovitz
Macmillan Co.

Jane Axt
David McKay

Miss Baker
Atheneum Publishers

Mr. Edward Barber
Harcourt Brace Janovich

Mr. Charles Brackbill & Robert Thompson
United Presbyterian Church

Miss Campo
Atheneum Publishers

Jeffrey Weiss
The New American Library

Mr. Stephan Chodorov _
Columbia Breadcasting System

Lois Cohen
Jewish News

Mr. Sid Darion & Garry Herman
American Broadcasting Co.

Mr. Wilbur Eastman
Prentice Hall

Mr. Nahum Hacohen
Kameny Associates

Mr. Edwin Keister
Change Magazine

Miss Ettie Laczay
Collins Associates

Mr. Jules North
Makor Films

Miss Dorothy Rabinowitz

Miss Schwartz & Phyllis Weiss
Crown Publishers

Selma Shapiro
Random House

Mr. Yehoshua Shoffman

John Gillett & Walton Rawls
McGraw Hill

Glen Igleheart

STAFF

Judith Banki
Jerry Goodman
Sona Robbins
Frances Rosenberg
A. James Rudin
George Salomon
Gerald Strober

Maré Tanenbaum

Morton Yarmon
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SooA
- | HIS Luncheon and Screening -
'Hiss Doris Ann Mr, Nahum Hacohen
National Broadcasting Co. Eameny Associates
Mr. Armurritt | '. Mr. Edwin Keister
Macmillan Co. Change Magazine
Jane Axt Miss Ettie Laczay
David McKay Collins Assoclates
Miss Baker Mr, Sylvan Lebow
Atheneum Publishers The Jewlsh Chatauqua Socidty
Mr. Edward Barber Mr. Jules Nerth
Harcourt Brace Janovich - Makor Films
Mr. Joel Blocker - Miss Dorothy Rabinowitz
Jane Seits
Mr. Charles Brackbill Random House
United Presbyterian Church
T _ Miss Schwarte
Rosalie Brody Crown Publishers
Thomas Y. Crowell
Mr. Waltexr Shapiro
Miss Campo
Atheneum Publishers Mr, Richard Shepard

The New York Times
Mr. Edward Chase

The New American Library Mr. Yehoshua Shoffman

Mr. Richard Chesnoff Mr. Aytan Stromberg

BFB Productions The Presidemt's Conference
Mr. Stephan Chodorov Alma Triner _

Columbia Broadcasting System Crowell Collier

Mr. Sid Darion + Goes7 MeGraw H&ll (2)

Anmerican Broadcastiang Co.

Paperback Library (1)
Mr. Wilbur Esstman
Prantice Hall Abelard Schuman {1)



HIS LAND = p, 2
STAFF
Judith Banki
ﬁataue Flatow
Jerry Goodman
8S8onacRebbins
Frances Rosenberg
A, James Rudin
Zachariah Shuster
'Garald Strober

Mare Tanenbéum

Morton Yarmon



date Sept. 2, 1971

t0 lMarc Tanenbaum (cc: Gerry Strober)
from Mort Yarmon

Qg@g . éﬂ,},d . 3

1d'w o .mu
o 3"

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE g
B

a

-

3

subject

Maybe we can do another go-around with the Billy Graham film.
Gerry S. tells me that the distribution business of World Wide
Pictures has tripled in the last year and a half, in large part
because of the success of the Israel film. Perhaps that cam be
part of a release for movie editors, Varilety, etc., etc. Let's
discuss,




June 15, 1971

Mx. Gerald 6. Esinberg
Steckhouse, Weinberg end Stewart
1400 Virginis Hationmal Benk Bldg.
Horfolk, Va. 23510

Dear Mr. Heinberg:

&.Mm.mmm:nﬂmmmldmm
respoad to Mp. Brant Coopersmith's request to send you matsrial ea
HIS 1AND is presently in Israel and, therefore, I take the libesty
of writing this lettex,

I have enclosed two copies of the discussion guide for BIS o
I have also enclosed & memorandum prepared by Hsbbi Mare Tanenbaum,
Hational Director of the Interraligious Affairs Department of the
fmerican Jewish Committes which prémarily was for use by
cur avea directors. I feel that this memorandum will help you in
your discussions with the Baptist people you will be mesting with.

mmemwmamamaﬁhmm

I suggest you contact My. Keaneth Bliss, World Wide Pictures, Iuc...
-—~1313 Heoepin, Minneapolis, Mimm. 55403, If I may be of any fuxther
assistance, please do mot hesitate to contact this office.

Very truly yours,
Adeline Singermen,
Secretarxy

AS:88
Encs.

BC: B, Coopersmith
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June 28, 1971

David Barr

" WORLD WIDE PICTURES
1313 Hennepin Avenue

L

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
U.S.A.

Dear Mr. Barr:

As pertiour wish to cover the expenses of distributing the f1Im "His Land” in this country,

and wi
of actual expenses incurred,

‘Advertising
Printing of flyers
Flyer mailing
F{lm maintenance
Fitm Deliveries

Total:

the passage of the first half-year of this activity, I give you herewith a summary

IL  130.00

This comes out to about $65. You can, 1f you wish, mail me a cheque for this mmount made

ble to the American Jewish Committee.

A1ternative1y. Jou might prefer to send.me a

budgeted amount of $100 1h anticipation of fixed maintenance and delivery expenses._d

Just as you wish,
Programmatically, I am happy to re

port that the film continues to be used well, and I am

perticu1arly happy to report that the f{Im 1s increasingly reaching the English-speating

Arab community.

I hope this 19tter finds you well, and please remember me to all our mutual friends at the

home office. ;

Sincerely yours,

_Dr, M. Bernard Resnikoff
“~Director - Israel Office

bc: Marc Tannenbaum “”{
Zach Shuster



July 27, 1971

Mr., Frank Jacobson
Executive Producer

World Wide Pictures, Ine.
2520 W. Olive

Burbank, Californias

Dear Frank:

Enjoyed talking to you the other day on the telephome. I haven't
baen able to come up with much further information but I am ;7

trying.

I have an inquiry frem our Latin American office concerning

LAND. They would like to know if the film is available in Spanish.

If so, would there be a possibility for Mr. Jacobo Revadloff,

director of the AJC office in Arxrgentina to obtain a msprint for

a period of six months for showing in latin America? If the answer

. to these questions is yes, perhaps the print could be shipped to
-New York and we would arrange for its delivery to Argentina.

I guess wvhat I am asking is whether cur Latin America office

could function in a similar fashion as the Jerusalem office with

regards to the short version of the film.

Please be assured of my best wishes for a relamed and fruitful
summner.

Waxmest regards.
. Cordially,
GS:as Besdld Strober



SEP 15 1o Th;

7 September, 1571

Mr. David M. Barr

Internatlional Distrlbution & Development
World Wide Plctures
1313 Hennepin Avenue

Minneapolls, Minn,

U.S.A, 55403

Dear Mr. Barr:

| cannot take eredit for this because | was In the States for two months
on homa leave, but | thought you would llke this pmlslwal report as to
what has been happening to the flim '"His Land''.

A partial list of the groups who have seen the fllm raeantly Include:

the Press Assoclatlon; the public relations department of the |srael Defence
Forcas: a group of British visitors; the Tel Aviv branch of A.B.C.: a group
of Swiss tourlsts at the Accadia Hotel; the Arab-Jawlsh Center In Haifa;

the Forelgn Press Assocliation; a group of American tourists at the Accadla
Hotel .

| know you w!ll be pleased with thls further avidance of the good use being
made of the fllm you deposited with us,

Plesse remember me to our mutual frlends, and | hope this will find you well.

Sincerely yours,

Pr. M. Sarnard Resnikoff
Director
Israel Office

MBR:nl .

bee: Gaorge Gruen
/ Jerry Strober ~
Mare Tannenbaum
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

0CT 3 1972
date September 27, 1972 FO-ISR
to Morton Yarmon
from M. Bernard Resnikoff

subject

EpOPED 0RO D5fad B a=Syoan

o

Responding to your memo of September 15, plus
enclosures, concerning the missing film "His
Land'"' | have to tell you, to both our di Y,

that the answer is negative.

| lost count of the number of telephone calls my
Mrs. Avichail made to any and all places where the
film might be located. She tried all three depart-
ments in the Jewish Agency compound, the film
department of the Ministry of Commerce, Chaim
Vinitsky, Roberta Yares, and we came up with a

big flat zero. We have exhausted every avenue and
| am sorry to tell you that the film cannot be
located. | will have to leave it to you to pass
the good word on to World Wide Pictures.

Regards.




|_ ——i rKOUM

Myra Needleman

WORLD WIDE PICTURES

TO .
Americal Jewish Committee 1313 HENNEPIN AVENUE
165 East 56 St. MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55403
New York, N. Y. 10022 Telephone (612) 332-8483
SURJECT: HIS LAND print coming back from Israel DATE. Sept 1, 1972
rooA MESSAGE

Dear Miss Needleman,

In early January we received the enclosed information from you. We still have

never received this print that was taken to Israel.
Would you be so kind as to re-check. Maybe the film never got to you.

We are very much in need of prints for our fall program and would reall appreciate
anything you can do for us on this. Thank you. -

REPLY

DATE SIGNED

THIS COPY FOR PERSON ADDRESSED

GRATARC CO.. I[NC.. BROOKLYN. N. Y. 11238



Octeber 17, 1972

byiluhl%!—icm. ers of the film
the last year asking my aid in securimg the

! In an attempt to ascertain the status of

the film, I wrote to you in July end Decembexr 1971. Iluwa :

basis of my th that you would acg in a respomsible

1mmmhupmmmmmmumdl
further ask that if you have the priant that you ismediately
forward i€ to World Wide Pictures, 1313 Henspin, Mismespdis,
Minnesota, 535432, Perhaps I am the etermal optomist but I do
eapuetohearfmymmdlmttwﬂlmmm
18 months for you to wespond.

Cordially,
| GCexald Strober
GS:as
Dictated but not read

BC: M. Yafmon
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Telegrams ; “JEVAGENCY™ JERUSALEM
Telephone | 24671 (C Lines!
Codes:  BENTLEY'S

£.0. Box 92

December 1 IFPUSALEM

Ref. No.

Mr. Gerald Strober

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

New York, N. Y. 10022

U. Sl A.

Dear Mr. Strober:

I must confess that I am seldom at a loss for reply to a letter, but in
this case -- with regard to the film "His Land" -- I do not know what to
say to you.

In the first place, I do not understand the reason why this film may have
been sent to me in the first place. I do not deal with films, and in the
event a film might be sent to me for someone elge, I have never failed to
forward it to the proper recipient immediatelyy whether it be the Keren
Hayesod, the Jewish Agency or anyone else, In this case, I assure you I
have no such film in my possession.

When your first letter arrived, asking me to return the film, I asked the
Keren Hayesod department which deals with films to reply to you, since I
had no knowledge of such a film. Apparently they returned a film to you,
which you stated was not the one in question. I simply do not have any
films, nor do I even know where to begin looking for one.

If there was only one copy of this film, and it is absolutely essential
that it be found, please start from the beginning and tell me who sent it,
how, when, to whom, by what means, why (i.e., who requested the film for
what purposes), and also please send me photostatic copies of any corres-
pondence pertaining to the matter. In this way, I can make another attempt
to trace the film. Without knowing who asked for it, who received it,

etc. I am at a dead end, If the film cannot be found; and your records
indicate that my office did, in fact, receive it, I will gladly pay what-
ever costs are involved for the loss of the film. I don't want anyone to
feel that our organization, or myself, has lost something and not taken
responsibility.

I am really very sorry about this whole matter, wait your early reply
with details and specifics.

(/:;Egﬁapﬂ/Vinitsky
CV:hd : T auan — 2T 006 - 1690.50 3evn




Temple Anshe Tmeth

O
ELM STREET at PARK AVENUE
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 44505

SAMUEL MEYER, RABBI o 1

i, Seyrmour Brisf
Uirzcter Amesrican J2wish Conmitte

lQﬁO Furen Road j{
Cleveland, Ohio

!y dsar Mr. Brief: Jf”

In respons2 ta yo

ouary 9f Septermkber 13,
cencerning the film eray I statz that w=
did recsive the abridy m of the file, wes did
shew it at the caffas H)ur gr=ceding our S'llch,
Servic2s and wara2 dzslighted at thz result.

Th2 filr. was all you said it would bz and mora.
The rhotography was of an exceptional guality and the
wnole presentation enthralling The reaction o«f o
sroup -~ tesn-agsrs and adults - enjoyed every rcment.

m

The decorun: was fantastic:

Thank you onca again for your help, advice and
~suidance in our 3bta1n1n" the film.

Saruel Meyer
Ravbi

Affiliated with UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date November 16, 1971
to Gerald Strober . /
from Seymour Brief /
subject HIS LAND

I have justAreceived a request from Howard Berger,
Director of CRC at the Federation for the use of the
film E;ff;£§;§§>for a few news reporters from Channel 5,
WEWS-{ “local Scripps—Howard TV station, an ABC
affiliate.

Two of these men will be going to Israel to do some
filming and as background Mr. Berger felt that "His Land"
is as good a film as possible for them to see.

- AT R, AT T S8 o L T e . S S
o e

it be possible for you to ship your own pEi
to Howard Berger, Jewish Community Federation, 1750 Euclid Ave.

veland, Ohio 44115. He will pay all costs for shipping. _-
- — : M‘

Could you please respond to this as quickly as possible
since the trip is scheduled for the end of this month (November).

Best wisheé 2

C e SB:ls

cc: Isaiah Terman

LMD URADIAID UL



MA..—. M ' p(’/’:
Billy Graham Film

A special showing of **His
Land,” the Billy Graham
film on Israel, is planned |
for clergymen and their
wives on Wednesday at 3
p-m. In the Shaker Theater,
3516 Lee Road, Shaker
Heights. Paul C. Shaver of
Cleveland Heights is ar-
ranging local distribution of
the movie.
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/ : AJCommittee Chapter Is

Showing Film, ‘His Land’

The film, “His Land,” which has “It’s the best thingz of its kind
won praise from both Christianslthat has been done either hy|
and Jews, will be shown at ar| Christians or Jews,"” says Rabbi
Marc H. Tanenbaum, director of
Interreligions Affairs of the Amer-
ican Jowish Committee. “In my
view, it's the most important
 Christian document on relation-
tships to Istael since the creation

4l of the state.”

%

el

GERALD STROBER

open meeting of the Greater Miami ]:;
Chapter, American Jewish Com-}
mittee Wednesday evening at the

Dupont Plaza Hotel, Alvin Ca:sel[
Chapter president, has announced.

Gerald Strober, Protestant con-|.
sultant in the Interreligious Af-|
fairs Department of the Ameri-!
can Jewish Committee, will bhel
nresent to comment on this $250.-|
GCO color film preduced by World |
Wide Pictures, the [ilm division |
of the Billy Graham Evangelistic’
Association of Minneapolis, and:
falk on “lIsrarl and Judaism inj
Christizn Teaching." I

The f'm reflecte both tae m_\‘s-!
tarious force of Judrism in humani
history. surviving dospite all the;
pressures against i, the tears, vi-}
tality and hopes of a homeland re-!|
“orn. It offers a Christian por-|l
spective, but graunds it in they
Jewish past and present, and linke
it to Israe!'s destiny. 1-



THE REPORTERSunday, Decqmber 13, 1970

Jewish Group Slates
Prize-winning Film

I'he film, ‘*His Land,’* which
has wun praise from bolh
Christians and Jews will be
shown at a meeting open
to the public by the Greater
Miami Chapter, American
Jewish Comimittee on Wed-

. nesday evening, Dee, 16, at

the Dupont Plaza Hotel,
Gerald Strober, Protes-
tant consultanl in the Inter-
religious  Af- o o T
fairs Depart- "
ment of  the
A meri can
Jewish Com- )
mittee, will be ¥
present to
comment  on
this  $250,000
color film,
produced by
World Wide
Pictures, the
film divisionof
the Billy Gra-
ham Lvangel-
istic Associa-
tion of Minaeapolis and talk
on *“Israel and Judaism in
Christian Teaching.””

“His  Land” offers a
Christian perspective, but
qrounds it in the Jewish
past and present, and links
it to Israel’s destiny,

“It's the besl thing of its

kind that has been donecith-
er by Christians or Jews,”’
says Rabbi Marc H, Tanen-
baum, Director of Interrel-
igious Affairs of the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee, “*It’s
a milestone, ;

“‘In my view, it’s the moust
important Christian docu-
ment on relationships to Is-
rael since the creationol the
State. It°s an act of Chris-
tian love for the Jewishpeo-
ple, of kinship and commit-
ment to aliving community,’”






The Bible, Prophecy and You

How did you feel about the overall approach of
the film? Can the rebirth of the State ol Israel be
understood in the sense of prophelic fulfillment?
What are the implications of the dominant theme
of the film for relations between Jews and Chris-
tians? Does the tilm contribule o interlaith under-
standing or does il polarize?

To facllitate discussion, several Biblical passages
quoted in the film are listed below:

For | will bring them back  Break forth . . . into singing
to their own land which |  you waste places of Jeru-
gave to thelr fathers. salem for the Lord has
y . comforied His people. He

Jeremiah 16:15 RSV has redeemed Jarisalan’

Isaiah 52:9 RSV

For | will 1ake you from the  And they will say, “This

nations, and gather you land that was desolate has

from all the couniries, and become like the garden of

bring you Into your own Eden.”

land. Ezekiel 36:35 RSV
Ezekiel 36:24 ASV

I will plant them upon their
land, and they shall never
again be plucked up oul
of the land which | have
given them, says the Lord
your God.

Amos 9:15 RSV

In that day Israel will be
the third with Egypt and
Assyria, a blessing In the
midst of the earth.

Isaiah 19:24 RSV

GERALD STROBER

Gerald Strober is Cc Itant on Religi

g Curricula
in the Interreligious Affairs Department of the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee.

Mr. Strober works with the editorial division of
Protestant denominations as a consultant and re-
source person in intergroup relations, with particular
reference to Jewish religion and life. In addition, he
is concerned with an investigation of the intergroup,
specifically Jewish, content of Protestant seminary
curricula. This aspect of his activities puts him in
contact with denominational officials responsible for
trt\efa'!ngical education and with seminary faculty and
stalr.

Mr. Strober was born in Brooklyn, Mew York. He
attended Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. He re-
ceived his B.A. degree from Gordon College in Wen-
ham, Mass., and an M.A. degree in Jewish Culture
fram New York University.

Mr. Strober has served as a pastor in the Surrey
(New Hampshire) Congregational Church and, for two
years, was a member of the staff of an inner city
church in Brooklyn, N.Y. He was a member of the
faculty and Acting Director of the Department of His-
tory, Barrington College, Barrington, Rhode Island.

Before coming to the American Jewish Committee
in December, 19568, he was director of the Joint
NCCJ-AJC Textbook Project,

THE GREATER HOLLYWOQOD
MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION

in cooperation with the
American Jewish Committee

CORDIALLY INVITES YOU
TO SEE AND HEAR

A New and :Exciting Film

HIS LAND

Produced and Distributed
By Billy Graham

GERALD STROBER

Protestant Consultant
American Jewish Commiftee

LUNCHEON MEETING

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14
12:00 NOON

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HOLLYWOOD
1701 Monroe Street
Hollywood, Florida

R.S.V.P.
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IS
I_E_;lnd A film iournéy

into the soul of a nation

he establishment of the State of Israel on May

14, 1948 marked the culminalion of Jewish
hope sustained across 1,900 years for restoration
of the ancient homeland — the histaric center of
Jewish religious, cultural and communal life.

While of primary importance to Jews, this
restoration has also had profound impact upon
Chrislians, particularly those who see in the rebirth
of a Jewish nation a striking fulfillment of Biblical
promise and prophecy. The film, “His Land," ar-
ticulates this Christian theclogical viewpoint. The
film suggests that the evenls of recent years in
Israel can be explained most prafoundly in the
light of passages of the Hebrew Scriptures and the
New Testament on the return of Jews to the land
ol Israel. From the perspeclive of the film the
words of Ezekiel have come lo pass

Photographs courtesy Waorlg Wide Photos—
Frank Raymond

His Land Lyrics by Ralph Carmichael
copyright ' 1969 by Lexicon Music Inc.
All rights reserved.

Inlernational copyright secured,

Used by permission

You, O mountains of Israel, shall
shoot forth your branches and
yield your fruit lo my people
Israel; for they will soon come
home.
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Relomer

December 28, 1971.

¥z, Morton Yarmon

Director of Public Helations
The American Jewish Committee
Institute of Human Reletions
165 East 56 Street

NE\" Iﬂﬂ{, N.Il 1“)22

United States.

Dear 'Mr. Yarmon,

Re: Film "His Land” ("Face of Land")

As per your request, we are returning to you, via Diplomatic Mail,
one print of the above-mentioned film, which we received from
Hrc Cha.im Vinitﬂlq" i.n Fabnlary, 1971.

Sincefely yours,

e /
{(’%-41 [
Boberta Iares

English Secretary to YITZHAK RCGOW

ec.. Mr, Chaim Vinitsky

RY/RH
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Dacerber 2, 1971

Mr. Chaim Vinitsky
The Jewish Agency
P. 0. Box 92
Jerusalen, Israel

Dear Mr. Vinitsky:

In the summer of 1970, at the request of Irving Bermstein, I brought with
me a copy of a print of HIS LAND, the film on Israel produced by World
HWide Pictures, the film company of the Billy Graham organization.

Over the months, the people at Yorld Wide Pictures have asked for that
print., I understand that Gerry Strober of our office has written to you
on several occasions.

I would deeply appreciate it if you would Took into this matter and let
me know what we can do about getting the print back.

Cordially yours,

Morton Yarmon
Director of Public Relations

MY:m
cc: Dr. M. B. Resnikoff

becc: Mrs. J. Johns '
G. Stmber/on/



‘December 7, 1971

Mr. Chaim Vinitsky RN o
Jewish Agency AN
PO Box 92 U
Jerusalem, Israeliy g s

Dear Mr. Vinitsky:

I have recently had an inquiry from Wor de\Pictures
regarding the 16 mm print of the film /His Land"| which
was forwarded to you last year, World ures is
interested in learning whether you are still using this
print, if you are not I am sure they would welcome its

return to their Minneapolis Office, 1313 Hennepin Avenue,
Mimneapolis, Minn, !

I shall look forward to hearing from you.
Cordially,

Gerald 8. Strober

Consultant

Interreligious Affairs
GSS:em



July 27, 1971

Mr. Chaim Vinitsky
c/o Jewish Agency
P O Bex 682

Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Mr. Vinitsky:
I have received an inqéiry from Mrs. Janét Johmson of World

Wide Pictuvres, Ine., 1313 Henepin , Mimmegpolis,K Mimn,
55403 asking whether the print of /H is still in use
in Isrsel. I would suggest that you directly to Mrxs.

Johnson concerning the current status of the print of HIS LAND
wvhich was shipped to you last summer.

Cordislly,

Gerald Strober
GS:as

CC: M., Yarmon
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The dusty €
is still pari

| marku s
he Budouing' v

with Cliff Richard/Cliff Barrows

Music composed and conducted by Ralph Carmichael
Execulive Producer, Frank R. Jacobson
Wrilten and Directed by James F. Collier

in Bt avid'e iR

hear Cliff Richard, Englar<’s Pop slar,
sing 5 Ralph Carmichael songs

If the love of God as extended to Israel has awak-
ened a desire within you to know Jesus Christ,
why not write to us.

For the many people who have expressed an in-
terest in visiting the Holy Land, Mr. Roy Gustaf-
son, an associate evangelist with the Billy Graham
Team, has for several years conducted informative
and rewarding Holy Land Tours. If you are inter-
ested, more information may be obtained by writ-
ing 1o the address below.

For your lislening enjoyment, you may purchase
the original long play sound track recording of
“His Land" (or the musical arrangements in book
form).

All inquiries regarding HIS LAND, Holy Land
Tours, or the recordings may be addressed to “His
Land,” Drawer A, Loring Station, Minneapolis,
Minnesota 55403, Phone: 612-332-B483.

P by 11158, Wamant
B o i
P P 4 4




rih of the State of Is
November 29, 1947
Biblical event that has taken place durii
eth century, The Bible calis this land

would possess hraham
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From you, O Bethlehem,
shall come forth for me
One who is to be ruler in
Israel, whose origin is from
ald, fram ancient days.

For | will bring them back
1o their own land which |
gave lo their fathers.

For | will take you from
the nations, and gather you
from all the countries, and
bring you into your own
land.

You shall dwell in the land
which | gave to your fa-
thers; and you shall be My
people, and | will be your
GOD.

““1 will plant them upon
their land, and they shall
never again be plucked up
out of the land which 1
have given them,” says the
LORD your GOD.

| will make a road through
the wilderness of the world
for My people 1o go home,
and create rivers for them
in the desert.

You, O mountains of Isra-
el, shall shoot forth your
branches, and yield your
fruit to My people Israel;
for they will soon come

At that time | will change
the speech of My returning
people to pure Hebrew so
that all can worship the
LORD together.

And on that day | will seek
to destroy all the nations
that come against Jerusa-
lem.

Break forth . . . into sing-
ing, you waste places of
Jerusalem, for the LORD
has comforted His people.
He has redeemed Jerusa-
lem.

And they will say, “This
land that was desolate has
become like the garden of
Eden.”

And the LORD will become
king over all the earth; on
that day the LORD will be
one and His name one.

In that day Israel will be
the third with Egypt and
Assyria, a blessing in the
midst of the earth.

“The time is coming when
all these things you are
admiring will be knocked
down, and nol one stone
will be left on top of an-
other; all will become one
vast heap of rubble”

“Master,” they exclaimed,

S

C

1AV

SE CREDIT
EWISH AR
11 CAMPUS

i home, “When?" ] g

me- ==

aringing o pass the Bil declaration ol ce o (]
tanding, . .. my peopl 5] J
& = :
! = i

When the Bihle de
g on the earth, il call 3
ns ilself to a light that shineth in a das

you things to come.’

= Living New Testament
= Living Prophecies
= Living Psalms and Proverbs
= Revised Standard Version of The Holy Bible
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Row Toik Sereanings
3/5, 3/20, 5/1, 6/4,6/29, 7/2, 1/16, 4/29/71, 5/17/71

AJ8 Region program with GS comment

6/24/70 Baltimore

11/30/70 Washington

12/14-18/70 Miami, Ft. Lauderdale, Jackaonv:llle, Palm Beach
2/18/71 Cleveland

3/29/71 Cincinnati

Here are a few dates that you probably have but I will list them
anyway: April 16,1970 Secretariat for Catholic- Jewish Relations
(AJR, MHT, GS); Sept. 11, 1970 Prager Vigil UN Plaza; Oct. 29, 1970
Princeton, New Jersey meeting with Paul Crowe
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1/20/71
TO JCRCs
FOR YOUR INFORMATION
ISATAH TERMAN

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date January 14, 1971

0 Area Directors
from Marc Tanenbaum

subject RESPONSES TO HIS LAND

In a memorandum dated May 29, 1970 I called attention-
to the film HIS LAND, a 54 minute production of World Wide
Pictures, the film making subsidiary of the Billy Graham
organization. Six months have passed and I thought it would
be useful to evaluate our experience with the fiim. We have
a significant body of data which indicates an overwhelmingly
positive response to the film in both the Christian and Jewish
communities. Christian denominational leaders, pastors and
lay people as well as Jewish leaders both in Israel and the
United States have praised the film and cited its contribution
to an understanding of Israel and to Jewish-Christain
relations in general. :

Indicative of this response was the reaction of
Golda Meir who told the film's executive producer, "My
thanks for picturing our land as it is. I have never seen
it so positive." Teddy Kollek who attended the same special
screening for Israeli officials remarked, "I was deeply moved.
I haven't seen a better film about Israel." As a result
of this screening, the Jerusalem office of the Jewish Agency
requested and received a print of the film.

Christianity Today in reporting on reaction to the
film said, "Never has a World Wide film ever evoked such an
immediate response from Christains for whom it was made,
and from Jews whose history it vividly depicts.” Similarly
the October issue of Hadassah Magazine said, "The film offers
vivid, exquisite color shots of Israeli terrain and envisions
the historic bond welding the Jewish people to the Holy Land.
It has elicited warm praise from Golda Meir and Ambassador
Itzhak Rabin and is suggested for showings in both Christian
and Jewish communities."

WnNnpueJouwsIaud
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Major ecumenical and interreligious screenings held in Boston,
Baltimore, Washington, D.C., Miami, Palm Beach, Jacksonville,
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Kansas City, Phoenix, San Francisco and
Seattle all provide evidence of the positive value of the film
in terms of Christian thinking concerning the spiritual and his-
toric importance of the land as well as the status and security
of the State of Israel. Field reports also indicate the impor-
tance of the film as a vehicle for initiating communication
between Evangelical Christians and Jews. Thus a leading Phoenix
minister commenting on the screening in that city which attracted
1500 persons said, "Our adventure in understanding was a great
step forward in promoting a friendlier relationship between the
Evangelical Christian community and the Jewish people. I per-
sonally want to thank you and all the members of the American
Jewish Committee that had a part in making the evening a real
success. It is my hope there will be a continuing effort on
the part of both groups to foster this friendly relationship."

. The screening elicited the following kinds of comments
“from Christian leaders:

"I think this film is superb. I shall take advantage
of all opportunities to have it used.” (Presbyterian
Executiveg

“I would hope it would be promoted in Methodist circles
as both a basis for historical and religious learning

as well as theological discussion."” (Methodist
National Executive)

"Excellent for ecumenical reasons--theology may be
different approach. We need to appreciate all.®
(Roman Catholic professor)

"Excellent resources for helping to understand human
reality of contemporary Israel.” (Council of Churches
executive)

"Deeply moving, a statement of faith that needs to

be discussed among Christians, a film we'll be glad
to use and recommend." (Methodist Human Relations

Specialist)

"Moving and effective--many striking and exciting visuals.
Under1y1ng humanity of theme cannot fail to affect
many. (News Broadcaster)

"Good discussion starter on place of Jew in modern
world.” (Roman Catholic Media Specialist)

"A remarkable interesting film with a remarkably
valid theme." (Protestant lay leader)
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"Perhaps the finest film'made to promote understanding
between the major religions. The film should be required
seeing. (National YMCA executive)

"A very moving film, which should be seen by all
Christians." (Roman Catholic author)

"This is the most inspiring and informative film
I have ever seen." (Baptist clergyman)

Comments from Jewiﬁh community relations specialists also
point up the value of the film and its suggested usage:

"T am indeed happy that the AJC has seen fit to
applaud the efforts of the Billy Graham movement
for making this film and for making a version of it
acceptable for showing by Jewish groups."

"I support your appreciation of the film as an
interreligious vehicle to be shared with AJC members
as an institutional contribution.”

"The film was unqualifiedly endorsed as a good tool
for developing a positive, sympathetic posture
vis-a-vis Israel in the Christian community."

"HIS LAND also shown at a private screening to

10 professionals and laymen of Jewish agencies. The
reaction was umanimously favorable. The public rela-
tions director for the local federation said that
this movie was probably the best piece he has ever
seen produced on Israel."

"It spread the message of peace, brotherhood and
friendship which is so greatly needed in the world today."

In terms of national programming, we continue to find
~HIS LAND to be a most favorable aid in Jewish-Christian institutes,
seminars, dialogues and colloquia. We have distributed approxi-
~mately 10,000 copies of an Interreligious Study Guide to the
film, including 250 copies requested by the Israeli Embassy in
Washington.
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