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 RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE
FOREIGN SIERVICE ‘ -5- - [iOMDAY, MAY 2, 1577

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH AID CANTERBURY SIGH
DOCULIENT A VOWING WISE TO EfD 'OBSTACLES'

By Religious iHows Serviece (5-2-77)

ISTANBUL, Turkey (RIIS) -- Decumcenical Patriarch Demetrios I,
spiritual loader of worid Orthodoxy, and Archbishcp Donaid Coggan,
spirituval hcad cf tho worldwide Anglican Communion, signed a joint
declaration cxpressing "the firm dosire" to cvercomo the "obstacles"
which stand in the way of dialoguc between tho Ortahodox and Anglican
Churches.,

Tho declaration was signed here after a day of moctings, which
incéludad an ecumenical sorvice in St. George's Chuvrch, during whiéh
the two churchmen had cxprossced disagreement over the issuc of women
" pricste.

The documont noted that the Ecumenical Patriarch had rcaffirmed
"that the Crthodox Church docs not accept the pricstly ordination of
women.' It also noted that the Archbishop of Cantoerbury had cxprossed
tho hope that the Crthodox Church woulid have "anderstanding" for the
position of thosc Churches in the Anglican Communion (in the U.S.,
Canada, and Hong Hoag), which aliowed women to bo ordained to the
pricsthood. -

"Toe lcaders of the two Churches," the declaration continued, "con-

sidor the continuation of thoological dialoguc ... a neans of resolving
tho prcbloms which scparate the two Churches and of finding the points
which unite thonm."

Calling for "developmont' in the movement toward Christian unity, -
the two churchmen also called for '"collaboration with all religions,"
to the cnd that 'charity and poace among mon will provail in the world,
"racial and roligicus discriminaticn disappecar™ and "full roligious
liborty be safeguardoed in alil natioas.”

-C=

Wolccnod At Orthodeox Contor Scorvice

DR. COGGAN ARRIVES IN GENEVA
FOR TALKS AT WCRLD COUNCIL

By Roligious News Scrvice (5-2-77)

- GENEVA (RNS) -- Shortly aftor his arrival hore May 2 for a visit
with lcadoers of the World Council of Churches (WCC), Archbishop Donald
Coggan cf Canterbury was wolcomed at a sorvice in tho Orthodox Conter
of the Becunmenical Patriarchate. ’

The spiritual loader of tho wor idwide Anglican Conmunion camo to
Geneva from Istanbul, Turkoy, whorce he had mot and prayoed with
Ecumonical RPatriarch Dometrios I, spiritual loader of world Orthodoxy.

The visit of Archbishop Coggan with Patriarch DPmetrios followed
his two days of talks and prayers for Christian unity with Zope Paul,
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In a bricf addross at the service in the Orthodcox Center, tho
Primate of the Churchk of IEngland doscribed his mecting with Patriarch
Demctrios as "joyful and profitable.".

Orthodox Mctronolitan Damaskinos, welcoming the Archbishop, said
it was "here (ot the Orthodox Center) that the wara interest shown
by your Church towards rapprochomeiat with the Orthodox Church and tho
theological dialoguc with hor in mutuallovawas acknowlodged and
apprcciated on a pan~Orthodox level, '

The metropolitan addressceda the Anglican Church lcader "in the
bond of pcacc and charity." ' :
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H’ura.ssmem of Patriarchate Patriarch’s Encyclical

s Reported By Archbishop

-Heuvy Taxes Imposed on Schools and Churches

NEW YORK — Millions of liras in taxes
have been imposed by the Turkish
authorities upon the schools and churches
of the Greek Orthodox minority in Con-
stantinople. At the same time, by refusing
to issue them passports, they do not allow
“certain hierarchs and many Turkish
citizens of Greek descent’’ to travel
abroad. .

The above information was contained in
a letter from a high-ranking bishop of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate to Archbishop
Iakovos. The letter indicates that through
these new initiatives Turkey seeks, on the
one hand, to terrorize the Greek Orthodox
faithful and, on the other hand, to ablige
the Ecumenical Patriarchate *‘to cease its
religious activities abroad,” thus con-
demning it to oblivion. . - -

The financial harassment, which would

appear to be aimed primarily at closing .

the schools of the minorities, has been
masked by the Turks with a change in the
classification of these schools from
*minority schools’” to ‘‘private schools.”

N i FEAT astate Taxes.

—

This effort to close the schools has
already begun. The well-known Zappeion
School for Girls, for instance, which has
now been reclassified as a private school,
has had taxes amounting to millions of
liras levied against it. Not having such
funds available, the Turkish authorities
have already catalogued all the school’s
carpets, furniture and other moveable ob-
jects that can be auctioned off to pay the
taxes. When that happens, the school, of
course, will be forced to close.

The content of the letter from the
bishop, whose name has not been released
for obvious reasons, is tragic. Archbishop

lakovos . characterized it as “a cry of-

despair.”” He said that in Constantinople
“individual freedom, freedom of speech
and the right to protest do not exist. We
talk about human rights throughout the
world,” he stated, ‘‘and do nothing about
the human rights of the Greek community
in Constantinople.
citizens of Turkey are being terrorized to,

- May His M emory Be Eternal!

Timotheos of

Rodostolou

~ Falls Asleep in the Lord

NEW YORK — With great sadness,
Archbishop Iakovos announced that
Bishop Timotheos (Haloftis) of
Rodostolou, 60, his auxiliary bishop and
spiritual leader of the Second
Archdiocesan District (Chicago), fell

asleep in the Lord on December 21, 1977, in -

Chicago.

The announcement of the bishop’s death
was received with great regret by all his
spiritual flock in the Second District, as
well as by all the faithful throughout the
Archdiocese. The Archbishop was notified
of the death while in the chapel of the
Archdiocese, serving a Supplication Ser-
vice for the recovery of the bishop, who
had been extremely ill for some time. His
Eminence then tearfully served a
Memorial Service for the soul of -Bishop
Timotheos. Praying with him was the en-

. tire staff of the Archdiocese. Just two
days earlier the Archbishop had visited
Bishop Timotheos in the Chicago hospital
where he died. :

CHICAGO FUNERAL

_ CHICAGO, IL — The faithful of the
Second District bid fareweil to their
spiritual leader, the late Bishop
Timotheos of Rodostolou, at the Cathedral
of the Annunciation.

On Friday afternoon, Dec. 23,
Archbishop Iakovos arrived from New
York, accompanied by Bishop Silas and
Archdeacon Methodios. They proceeded
directly to the -cathedral; where His
Eminence officiated at the Vesper Ser-
vice, followed by a Memerial Service.
Serving with the Archbishop were his aux-

iliary bishops and Archbishop John of
Chicago (Russian Orthedox), who was ac-
companied by eight priests and a choir. -

On Saturday morning the Divine Liturgy
was celebrated by Bishop lacovos of
Catanis. Archbishop Iakovos presided at
the funeral. Also present were Bishops

-lakovos of Apameias, John of Thermon,
Philotheos of Meloa, Sotirios of Constantia
- and Anthimos of Christoupolis.

Bishop Silas of Amphipolis conveyed the
condolences of the Church, and accepted
those of the dignitaries present: Mayor
Michael Bilandic of Chicago: Cardinal
John Cody: and other religious and civic
leaders. ’

BURIAL IN GREECE

Immediately after the funeral, the body
of Bishop Timotheos was transported by
plane to Greece, to be entombed in his

- birthplace, Megara, in Attica. Accom-
panying the body were Bishop lacovos of
Catanis, also from Megara, and Frs.
Aneste and Karambis. i

Overseeing all the funeral
arrangements was Bishop Philotheos of
‘Meloa, who has. been appointed Ad-
ministrator of the District until a new
bishop is appointed here.

BIOGRAPHY -

The late Bishop Timotheos of
Rodostolou (whose given name was
Alcibiades Haloftis) was born in 1917, in
Megara, where he received his elemen-
tary and high’school education. In 1934 he
enrolled in the Theological School of the
University of Athens, where hé received

(Continued on Page 2)

Greek Orthodox -

Private schools, of course, gre required to . such a. degree-that they abandon ‘their -

homés and property and leave Turkey.™

Dedicated to Children

"CONSTANTINOPLE — His All
Holiness, the Ecumenical Patriarch,
Demetrios I, indicates in his 1977 Christ-
mas encyclical that our Mother Church, on
the holy night of Christmas, ‘kneels
beside the Mother of God, lovingly and
worshipfully, and prays with her as she
hovers over the infant Jesus.”

From the humble Phanar, the spiritual

" center of worldwide Orthodoxy, Patriarch

Demetrios calls upon the Orthodox
faithful and- the entire world to see the
naked reality that lies behind our
beautiful, stylized icons of the birth of
Christ. *“The true icon is harsh,” he says.
*The Christ of Bethlehem is a newborn
babe, homeless, wrapped in whatever was
handy. His only comfort is the sweetness
of Mary, the tenderness of Joseph, the
hay, the sympathy of the animals, the in-
nocence of their shepherds. . . .”

NY Times -Re‘poArts |
On:New-Oppression

NEW YORK — °'In an atmosphere of
despair’’ the Greek Orthodox faithful in
Constantinople celebrated Christmas,
Archbishop Iakovos told George Dugan, a
reporter for The New York Times.

The cause of the despair, he indicated in

a recent interview, is- the new efforts of
Turkish authorities -to close the schools
and churches of the Greek Orthodox
_minority. ‘‘The situation is very serious,”
the Archbishop said, “and grows worse
each day.” '
. The Archbishop told Mr. Dugan that his
information was based on a letter from.
Constantinople, and made a translation of
the letter available to him. Subsequently
an article on the new oppression of the
Greek minority appeared in the December
25 issue of The Times.

“Patriarch Assures POPE

VATICAN CITY (RNS) — Relations
between the Roman Catholic Church and
Eastern Orthodoxy may never have been
better. :

This was the view of some observers

"when Pope Paul VI received this note

from Ecumenical Patriarch Demetrios I
which said:

*"The Orthodox Church is ready to break
down all the barriers separating the
Catholic and Orthodox Churches with the
aim of being able to share the body and
blood of the Lord-together in the same
Holy Eucharist.”

Earlier, in a conversation with
Metropolitan Meliton of Chalcedon, dean
of the Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, Pope Paul had said that
*slowly but surely our communities are
advancing toward complete union.”" ’

" The views of the Patriarch were con-
tained in a letter delivered to the Pope by
Metropolitan Meliton.

The Patriarch expressed joy over a

message sent to him by the Pope and

“"Beyond this, the icon is surrounded by
an unfriendly environment, by cold in-
difference and a criminal lack of com-

passion. Around that child, the newborn

infant, 14,000 children were slaughtered.
_ “Under such conditions God became
human and took upon Himself humanity
with all its weaknesses, in order to save
it. ...

*‘But this Child, Jesus, is not alone in be- .

ing born under such conditions, even after

the passage of nearly-2,000 years since His

birth.

*“The harshness of the icon of the first
Christmas receives its finishing touches
today from the tragic situation of
humanity. On our planet earth, mitlions of
children, small brothers and sisters of
Christ, are born, exist and live without
comfort and tenderness, in an unfriendly
and indifferent environment, oppressed by
the Herod’s of hunger, of nakedness, of ig-
norance.

*“This, then, is the reason our Christmas

encyclical to the Church and to the world
is dedicated to children. . .."”
Patriarch Demetrios goes on to siy that

Christ demonstrated to us.the-vahie and -

sacredness of children (Mark 9:36-37:
Matt 18:3,6). Our relations with children
have divine aspects, to the .extent that
when love and tenderness govern this
relation then we are with Christ in His
Kingdom: and when this relation is tainted
by scandal, by abandonment, by in-
difference, by abuse, by any sort of evil,
then we should be prepared for self-
condemnation. :
Recognizing the great value of children,
the Church has always given special

- attention to their spiritual and physical

health and development and to their
protection. '

At the end of the last century many
nations and organizations started to
provide more systematic protection for
children. Nevertheless, despite all these

(Continued on Page 2)

of Desire for Unity

emphasized his gratitude for the con-
tinuation of dialogue ‘‘conducted with
fraternal sincerity in preparation for
theological dialogue between the two
Churches.™

Metropolitan Meliton also brought with
him to Rome a gift for Pope Paul sent by

.the Patriarch, a lamp from Demetrios’

private chapel. Demetrios suggested that
the Pope use.it in his own chapel as a sign
of the light of Christ.
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