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Near East Schocl of Theology
"o . . P. C. Box 235

: ' Beirut, Lebanon,
9 February 1959

bti ¥are H. Tannenhazuonm
aerican TF\lbﬂ Cornmittee
5 East 56th Street

"New York, N. Y.

Dear Rabbi Taznnenbauz:

I an moved to wriie you in response ts your public statement of January 12 before
the New York chapter of the A.J.C., & copy of which hes just rezched me here. Because
I nveelf have been involvéd in some of the movements in peirut which you mentien, I
thought it might be helpful to try te sharc with you some ¢f the details of the situetion
here.

Let me first discuss the matter of the vicious anti-Semitic materisl being circu-
lated here. Your informetion is =zbsclutely correct. Scme monthslego I first noticed

copies in English of the "Protccols of the Eiders of Zion" and of Henry Ford's “The In- ~=-—=

ternatinonal Jew" in bockshops here; these pamphiets wre published, as you no deoubl are
awaere, by Cerzld L. X. Snith and his "Christian Nationalist Crusade" in Los Angeles.
Since I picketad Gerald L. K, Smith vhile I was a2 student in BHerkeley 25 years zge, =nd
would do so again tomerrow, I absolutely deplore this kind of thing and dissocizte myself
from it completely. In twe of the beokshops that carried this stuff, where the preprie-
tors knew me perscnally, I was successful in having the materizl remcved from sale, and
I shall continue to do so wherever I can. I do not suy this in order to earn "points" in
your eyes, but simply as @ matter of fact. Keny Anericans here, let alone Englishmen end
Arabs, know nothing of Smith and his activities, so I have been cerrying on & kxind of one-
man campzizn of education in this matter. It is also quite true (end far morc regretta
that such materizl has been transleted into Ara¥ and is being printed here in Reirut.

Lle)

Tz

Firth 50 Tune Roc-ﬂtv wiich is & group of P lcetlnlmns and “cbgrese with whom I am ac-
quainted hc @ 36 Peirut who publl_a what I consider to Le respaisible materisl on the ifal-
estine situation from the Arab peoint of view, 9003 not touch the stuff (indeed scems not

to have heald-of it); but I anave askec the presideat, Mr. Fuad Itasyyim, to try to find out
for me who finances this stuff in Deirutl and vhe buys it. If I learn anythlnb more that is
significant I will let you know. Unfortunately it is not &z whit ezsier to impose censor-

ship on such stuff in Reirut thzn it is in soutliern California.

I had = long talk & couple of days ago with Dr. Anis Sayegh, the directer of the re-
search likrary of the Palestine Liberation Grganization, co learn his nosition in regard to
the Protocols, shich always seem tc be @ central itcm in anti-Jewish hate literature. He
told me that none of the I.L.0. material is allowed to meaticn or cite the “arotccols," ana
that they will not have the Arabic iranslaticn in their librery, though hundreds ask for it.
He told ne that Hic wife haes transiasted the diaries of Thesdor Herzl into Arzbic, znd that
he himself (Dr. avegh) has written the introduction to this wvolume. In this introducticn
he devotes o or three pages to explein why he disavows the use of the Protocols; and that
because of this disclegimer alone the vwhole voiume is banned in Syria. I am enclosing shoto-
copies of the pages of this introduction, together with a translation. I recognize thut
his phraseology and his reasoning will not be at all to vour taste, znd I awm sure, tog,
that it is scont comfort ito those who favor the state of Isrzel *het th2 P.L.O. does not
use the Protccols in its publications; but I still titink 21l of us. reed to avoid over-sin-
'plifying gur gpponenis, and I offer 1t as a natter of recordithatl if some Arzbs use the

Protccols, others de not as a matter of policy. :

in pny de‘aai;’d WAY o The AsJi; the
trring Lo shoen how purd his own moiives are is not zn edifying one;
. :

a 51tuat10n whole.

r
2
15
~
]
3,
L)
[
1
L

i
H Lo 3]
el impellad to sy 2 word or both fellow-Chris-
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B do fe
tians and fellow=-humanisis whe work in such orgenizations o fig Univerzity Christian Cen-
ter oné Americans fer Jusiice in the Viddle L vich you ecifically cite in jcur stale-




Diaries. Doubts and accusations surround it in regard to

£ ¢ ' -
__conference of the "Elders of Zion" ever took place or not, end whether

Rémarks on the "Protocols of Lhe Elders ior ; ; '
P 3 s o ef Zion" by Ani i o Mo g
The Disries of Herzl, trenslated by J'ila € J @nls Sayegh, in:his introductj
i LTS H a2 Sha®ban Sayegh (Beirut uction to
: » 1967), pp. 13-15

- Ll hi - l-
. These four deduetions™ from Herzl's Dieries have 2 more fareeecphs ;
; ronger.Tclearer @nd hearsher thean inytiiing feound in &ny ntheic3-:%°?”l?3 irpact, are
‘ence we draw the attention of Arab rzacers - particulerly o E:lSH_ZlO?lSt source.
of information, bhoth locally =nd abroad - to the qn“0r+qnce-n?=: working in the field
i g . L. =hitl W 2] O o= 1 ] - 5
necessity of meoking it the chief source for the exposition of tﬁgléfoﬁingcrles end to the
. _ e wEs N ok st movem i
men ?nd means, 1n?teaé of the many other sources on vilich our publiciste a ment, lt§
rely: I mean notﬁzng else than the book of the Protocols of the Elders s Lng Propagandists
well known and widespread in the world and amone Arabs © micers of Zion, wvhich is
el A < . .
This above-mentioned worg'/ihe Protecols/ is a condennation to Zionil- z
much of its means and plens, just as Herzl's Diaries do, though in m ny S1 &:C exposes
more open manner. But the origin i k i ; i W cases in a much
€ gin of this book is ﬁmblguou§tcmpared to thet of Herzl's
: 1ts soun ioi
author. Whether the writer of the Protocols is telling the truth Sﬁfﬁﬁ; orf°in’ and
: s Whether the

_were really issued or not, is not so important. %hat is more jpnapt +t?5 decisions
d HAGOTTant,

" "public opinion, which is convinced that the writer of the Protocols is 65¥ﬂ?eiiin§:ihe'

-~

truth, that there was no such conference of the Elders of Zion and no decisjons. Morethen
this, public opinion is convinced that the Protocols are the product of an anti-Semiti,
emotional and conservative plan aimed 2t harming the Jews by forgery. Consequently, wrld
public opinion has an aversion to my mention of or reference to the protocols. Thus rab
propaganda abroad fails as soon &s any reference is nade to the protocols. Shrewd Zioiists
make good use of this by spreading tihe rumor that seowme Arzbs make use of the Protoceols and
print them locally, so as to turn public opinion egzinst the Arabs, bezring in mind thet
public opinion has already pronounced these Protocols to be a false and mean anti-Jewish
weapon. The result is that we do herm to our cause by averting = large proportion of for-
eigners every time we make use of the Protocols in our anti-Zionist strurgle for informa-

tion.

To avoid all this, why not make use of such sources as llerzl's Diaries in our attempt
to expose Zionism? These Diaries cannot be labelled as either frzud or an anti-Semitic
trap. Herzl is the fether, founder and head of the political Zionist movement. I1is Diaries
were collected, translated, printed and publicized by the Zionists themselves before they
realized the harm these Diaries do to them, and then they were able to withdraw most of the
copies from the market. At present it is impossible to get a2 single copy from public li-
braries. The effort of the Zionists to do awgy with these Diaries helped to keep people
in the dark: thus there are only z very small number of copies of these Diaries, not more.
than ten, in the entire Arab world. This lack has intensified the need for the Information
Center tc publish the Diaries in order tc¢ inform the Arab reader of the factscontzined in
them, fact herectofore unknown to him, and in order to bring into the open what the Zionists

strive to conceal. Yhereas the distorted history surrounding the Protocols of the Elders

~-of Zion in the ¥est - undoubtedly and basiczally a Zionist distortion - has deprived us of

its use (unless one of us appears who is able to confirm the soundness of the Protocols

in such 2 manner &nd with such argements as would be acceptable to the world), Lerzl's
Diaries, on the other hand, provide us with an excellent opportunity to draw information
from a2 sound, basic source, unimpeired by anycdoubts or accusations. ¥e have left Herzl's
words intzct and hazve not mazde the least altermtion in our trazmslation. Dut vhat Herzl

wWie . 3 'l 5 .

_EEig seventy years ago is exactly what the Zionist movement has been carrying out, to sudh
a degree that wvhile reading the Diaries one sometimes has the impression that one is seeing
ATab resesarchers could mcke use ¢f these Dieries in severcl

images of contemporary evenis.
houghts znd deeds of its’first

wzys by following the rcots of gisnist evil in th2 writings, t
; ts angd idess should revezl to us several

mretar sevaral decades ago. These writings, thoughts
lessens and wernings, just e o revelation o the Zionists end a stimulus for them
to proceed in their attenpt aiestine, -



ment. I fear it does no good to Christicn-Jewish dielog to lump together these and zllied
orgenizations with the garbage of Smith and his ¥iddéle Tastern zllies. Our groups are not
parroting the Areb Leszguce line o the line of any other political groups; we have come to
our conclusions on the basis of such evideace as we have, znd out of a concern as respci-
sible as we cazn nmake it. ie may he mistaken, but we frel impelled to speak out as we see
mktters. The president this year of Americans for Justice in the Hiddle East is en Egyp-
tologist of many years' service at the american University of Beirut, who received his doc-
torate at Brandeis University under Professor Cyrus Gordon. I will cnly mention my own con-
tacts with scholars in Tenzch-studies in Tsrael through the International Organization for
the Study of the C1d Testament in Europe and the Societly of Biblical Literature in the United
States. My colleagues at the University Christian Center are likeiise reSponsible people
who are secking to the best of their abilities to serve any “hom they can in the university

conmunlty.

Christian treatment of Jews and Judaism through the centuries has in general been so
abominable that it is poor manners, I am sure, for a Christian to mzke any comment at all
_ebout the ethes of Judaism today, but it does seei to me regrettable that the tradition of
pilpul in Judaism shoubd be allowed to wither when it comes to open debate on Zionism in
our day: at least this is my impression in some cases which have come te my zticontlicn, CZul e o
“what is more garmane to the discussion between us, 2s you says is the state of Jewish-Chris-
tion dialog at present. The question in my mind is this: in order for such dialog to pre-
ceed, is it necessary for Christians automatically to accept every military or political
policy of the state of Israzl? If this really is necessary, then it may be too high a price
for some of us to pay. Whet many of us hope for, and work for, is & day vhen the policies
of Isradl may be brought under the same scrutiny of world opinion as the policies of any
other nztion-state. I have disepproved most heartily of the policy of the United States
government in Viet Nem-during the Johnson cdministretion; so hawve many of my fellow Amer-
icans. Put I hope I have had the right to doc so without my being labelied "enti-Americzn"
or ™emmunist". By the same token I hope il is possible to raise questions about the par2
ticular policies of the statec cf Israel without my being cezlled énti-Semitic.

You and I may not euree theolegically, ethicel ly, or politically on nany of the met-
ters thet are so 1ﬂ>0rtent to both of us; but I am still enocugh of a liberal to believe it
is possible to enter intc ciscussion zbout them without incurring the risk of name-celling.

I would welcome correspondence from you or any of your colleagues znd in perticuiar I
should be heppy to help ycu in the maiter of the circulition here of anti-Semitic material
if any further information comes my way.

With every good wish,
5 : Sincerely yours,

B : () winew L. HollRor
o ' William L. Hollodgdy




P ————

. Imye four deductions are:

(1) The Zionist movement is an imperialistic movement, born in imperiali
on and swported by it. ¥ aliem and dependent

(2) The means used by Zionists and the means mh1ch Zionists were called upon to use for
the establishment of a Jewish National llome in Arab Palestine were immoral means:
bribery, lics, harshness and opportunism. )

(3) The Zionist movement is a rightist movement which opposes socialism, fights it and
plots against it.

(4) What the enemies of the Jews and of the Zionists have said about Jews and Zionists in
the past hundred years is neither harsher nor worse than what Herzl himself said about
Jews and Zionists.
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DRAFT - § = December 18, 1968

Palestine.have been farmers, villagers, and city dwellers... fthe
slagan;Israelis have made the desert bloom' is misleading. And
even if,..true, better agricultural performance does not confer
property rights, 2,..dig out the facts...how both sides were re-
sponsible for...the war of June 1967...Jerusalem has been over-
whelmingly Arab from the 7th Century...as for the name of the city;
it first appeérs..hin Egyptian texts éf the 19th Century BC, more
than 800 years before King David occupied the city...3...we must
try to understand the feelings of both sides as well, Westerners...
are already aware of how the Israeli feels: pride that he is...
master of Palestine.,TE;; Arab feelsj:resentment at being unable

to make his claims understood...Arabs compare them (fedayeen) to
‘the underground fighters in Europe during the Nazi occupation...4...we must
challenge the assumption that might makes right...Isfael has won
three wars, has increased her size four-fold...has caused the dis-
placement of 1% million Arabs....many Christians will assume she

has the right to do it...isn't_it too simple to assume all this...r\
is a manifestation of God's grace?...5...we must challenge the
assumption that the_Is;aeli occupation of Jerusalem, an& Palestine
represents the fulfillment of 0ld Testament prophecy. The 01d
Testament does speak of.fheireturn of Isréel to the Promised Land,
but...at the very end of history rather than...within history...

the whole 0ld Testament experience (is)...transposed into a new

key by the coming of Jesus Christ; so that the whole C@uréh is the




DRAFT -6 - - December 18, 1968

. .
new “s¥mgle Israel of God'...6...the Christian obligation is to

3 W 3
minister to the last, the 166s§, the lost of the world. Just as

- Christians were called upon to do all within their power twenty-

five yearsago to relieve the suffering of Jewish victims of Nazi
persecution,...we are cailed upon to do all within our power to
relieve the suffering Arab refugees. 7...we must seek to prevent
new ones (wounds)...Israel should therefore be held to the UN re-
solution of November 22, 1967,hca11ing for a withdrawal of Israeli
troops from the area occupied after June 5, 1967 and an end to the
state of belligerency...we now\wbnaer whether the time has come

to exert specific political and economic pressures on Israel bej
cause of her continual defiance of the resolutions of the UN..."
(ﬁs mentioned above, this letter hés already appeared'in

FouR
th:gg,publications.) It contains many of the themes that are now

current in pro-Araﬂ Christian circles today: the Arab is mis-
understood in the West, Israel created and is responsible for the
Arab refugee problem, Jews are relative newcomers to the Land of
Israel, even the very name "Jerusalem' is Egyptian not Hebrew,
the.obscene comparison that Israel now treats the Arabs the same
way the Nazis persecuted Jews in the 1940's is made twice in this
lettér, Israel is now the Goliath of the Middle East, not the

David, any Jewish religious claims to the Land and to Jerusalem

are null and void since Christians are the '"mew Israel” and finally

"political and economic pressures must now be used on Israel."



The World Student Christian Federation /Zf

conducted a "Near East Seminar' in Beirut, Lebanon, during May 1968.

s
L3

Rev, Richard Ittner of 's Arlington Avenue Presbyterian
B Pendda o M o paaus Padt f e CA, trlg WEre

Churcﬁlwas one -of the 40 delegateﬁﬂpresent in Beirut. He represented
N

the University Christian Movement, an"EZternationa?)grouplﬁéade up .
har =g B

Y £ ARESULTER AR
% Yo 0o Q‘_ !
A
When Rev.?;ttner geturned to the United States, he issued
1 M\‘M /.. e ,16“1-&( i

—  a report, on the' Seminar and he concluded with some ''strategy" for

of Protestants, Roman Catholic and Orthodox Christiansp.

. e VT

the UCM to follow: "1. show (Arab) refugees films available through
the United Nations and Jordanian Information Service...2. Aid in

9 distribution of Americans for Justice in the Middle East Newsletter.
;!\ e T T T T e —— e e e o

3. Encourage work and dialogue with the American Council for

Judaism (an anti-Zionist group). 4. Attempt to get information int
(e gt (andrtneaToess fue MEC fripart Lo Vi Bad ﬁwe:u?.ﬁm@ Clamct, |
Approach and other Church related newsletters (see belog%. 5. Help
A .

disseminate statement of Lebanese missionaries to Churches and

newspapers (see below,) 6. Meet with National Council of Churches

A

Middle East Committee. 7. Meet with Christian, State Department,
,——_.__,W‘wl

and United Nations representatives to discuss conflict. 8. Seek

2
%

i
t

i cooperation with existing pro-Arab groups in the United States.




. _DpeF = DecemterTT—1968
9. Sponsor Arzb discussions with Arab student leadership in the
United States. 10. Organize letter writing campaign for quick re-
sponse to crisis, 11, Seek to introduce Middle Bast issue into the ’

1968 Presidential Campaign. 12. Organize boycotts of tours to the

Holy Land (Israel) d - e crigis Seek to support a non=-

| violent march of the (Arab) refugees to their homeland."

%

~ Despite many personal misgivings that Rev. Ittner had about

the Beirut Seminar, he considered the meeting a success and, "the
high poi.ntl of the conference" w-as a trip to a Jordanian refugee
camp and to the "shelled village of Rarameh." The WSCF Near East
-Seminar did not include any Israelis among its delegates nor did
.tha S inar's participants visit Israel ,‘dtmiﬁg the conference.



DRAFT w 2 - December 18, 1968

9. Sponsor Arab discussions with Arab student leadership in the
United States. 10, Organize letter wrig}ng'campaign for quick re-
sponse to crisis. 11. Seek to introduce Middle East issue into the
1968 Presidential Campaign.- 12. Organize boycotts of tours to the
Holy Land (Israel) during the crisis. 13; Seek to support a non-

violent march of the (Arab) refugees to their homeland."
: —

"~

A

5w}°k“&k ' Despite many personal misgivings,that Rev, Ittner had about

the Beirut Seminar, he considered the meeting a success and, '"the
high point of the conference' was a trip to a Jordanian refugee

camp and to the "shelled village of Karameh." The WSCF Near East
Uyﬁf“;ﬁi‘!“f‘ylﬁﬁ a,‘,‘ WAFAE C-'{‘* -"&-’véFf““? ﬂ'rgi
Seminar did not include any Israeli%famong its delegates mor did

the Seminar's participants visit Israelmduring the éonference.
Such onesided arrangements are fairly typical of many study sessions
and/or conferences sponsored by Améfican Christian groups in the
Middle East. |

The attempt to use an international Christian body (UCM)

for EEEEEE~E§£EEEEE_EEEBEEEE“is clearly documented in '"Rev.Ittner's

strategy."sz careful investigation has shown that some American
W_—_——_—-

—

CQ{EEEEEE;égig?EEEQ)have intensified their pro-Arab campaign since

June 196§:E-Rev..1ttner's call for an Israeli travel boycott, a

non-violent march on Jerusalem and close cooperation between

Churches and pro-Arab groups in America are, however, indications

74



LEBANON _ _

May 10-15' 3 1968 - gm_-m: Student m1stm;y£11ousmp Conference
in Beirut on "'Peace 'w!;th Justice in the Middle East" '(Al Montada
International Se'tni;nar on "Justice and Peace in the Near East')

| J Took p].ace 1n Beirut and Amman, organized by coordinating come
 mittee of Christisn students in Lebanon under spomsozship WSCF
{See Al qutada report - No. 12-13; Jl.tne'-July 1968) Students, teachers,
pastors from 11 cotmt;iesi .= Britain, Hethei’lan_ds. Sweden, Labanon, |
Egypt, Jordan, Germany, USA; Czech, Syria and Palestine, |
v:l._sit'ed' Amman, met Al fatah "resistance movement"

Adopted antl-!arael Resolution

: At the endof the aaninar, each delagate studied the possibiliti.es
of making his own aasoci.ation aware of what ‘he had learsmd and
experienced, in order to give Burope and tha USA a more ob,]ecti.ve
picture of the Israeli-Arab conﬂici:. |

Rev, and Mrs, ) Ittner of Brooklyn offer suggeations of
what the American students ecan do to cont:ri.bute to the solutfon of
the Israel:l-Axab cornfli.ct (Report published in the liasion sheet: of the
university Chr:lati.an mement)

Spring 1968 =~ 60 missionaries in Beirut send "Open Letter to
I'.Ch'r:lsti.an.s in West"' _ (SQe U._.S‘..Chrisf_:‘ians in Arab Countries)



and/or conferences spousure& by American Christian groups in the
Middle East. | |

~ The attempt to use an international Christian body (UGH)
for narrow partis&n purposes is clearly documented in "Rev,Ittner's _
stratég’y;“ A ‘car.eful 1nveat£gati’;on has shown that some ﬁﬁieri.can
Christian ministers b.&vé- intensified their pro~Arab campaign since
_ June 1967. Rev, Ittner's call for an Is:aeli travel boycott, a
non-violent march on Jeru.sal and cioaé cooperation between
. Churches and pro-Arab grou_ps m_m:léa_ are, hmiever, indications

Such oneszided arrangements are fairly typical of many study sessions






