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. Y
I. _CHRISTIANS AND JEWS

Spiritual Man at:thE'Crossroads

The middle years of the tuentieth century have ushege& in
a period of profound change, unparalleled in the historf.of
~mankind.

Titanic forves--technical, intellectual and spiritual?-'
are at work. Atomic energy, new nethods of communication and
travel, the population explosioﬁ and the dawn of space explor-
ation, are remakin; our qqciety.l_Egliticai and economic up-
heaval is the order o. the déy; as rich nations, biind and com-
placent, ére fuced :.ith the awakening of the world's underpriv-
ileze< masses. Established religions evérywhere are confronted
by the legions of those who eiéher deny spiritual values, or
else wear a false religiqus badse while seeking only success,
material comfort or péwer. .

Under the impact of thesec fordes, a totall& new age has
come into beinz in less than 25 years: iwo overwhelming factors
dominate this age. First: there are no islands any more;
what happens anywhere on carth happens next door to us. Second:
man is now able to destroy himself in a matter of minutes.

_ For thesec reasonﬁ, man's actions today have far wider re-
pqrcussions than formerly;- for better or for worse. The mighty
gforces at large in today'ngofid.cap spell spiritual division
and physical annihilation; or they can speed man on his search

.for unity ond spiritual fulfillment,

,
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Catholic-Jewish Tension

The staté of the world thus calls for a re-appraisal of
values among all those concerned with the spiritual destiny

of man. In this grave hour, His Holiness Fope John XXITI has

called an icumenical Council, the first in nearly a century.

The American Jewish Committee would like to take the
opportun{ty afforded by the calling of this Council to lay

before the Head of the Church a matter of deep'concern: the

question whether Catholic teaching about Jews--partiéularly in

the United States--is fostering prejudice and hostility.

Tensions between Jews and Catholics are centuries old,
but the dangers of the prresent day make the issue more urgent
than ever before.  thatever may have beén true in past ages,
prejudice against any religious group today inevitably weakens
the éntire fabric of society, degrades both the haters and the
victims, and saps the srirituel strength of all mankind. Hos-
tility among believers of different creeds serves only to
advance the cause of.anti-religious forces, In this hour of
peril, all those who share the spiritual heritage of the Bible
must stand together if humenity is to survive.

The Christian Conscience and the Jews

Jews have lived in the Chrlstian world since its beginning,

‘yet their status among the Christian maJority has almost always
~ been precarious. On one hand, the Church has protected them;

r0pes and Church Councils, in medieval and modern times, have

condemned anti-Jewish propagand&, violence znd persecution, and
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for-five'hundred vears (from thé';lth until the.l6th ceptury)
Jews enjoyed safety in the Pﬁpal states. But, on tﬂe.other

- hand, Jews in neaily every century have undergone untoldh
suffering and degradation at the hands of supposed Qhrigﬁians,
sometimes with the acquiescence of eccleslastical auéhority.

-This' ambiguous attitude of the Christian world toward
the Jew; ﬁas persisted into our own time. When Hitlerism --
an essentially pagan movement generated chiefly by social
and economic forces unrelated to réligion.-- unleasﬁed the
most terrible of all pefsecutiohs, some devout and valiant
Christians courageously saved Jewish lives; but the majority
of Christendom stood indifferently by. The Jews will not
forget their rescuers, but neither can they forget the six
million whom no one rescued.

How could this diabolical crime have come to pass, in a
country of ancient Christian trad.itiéns', unless the Christi.an '
conscience had been numbed -- unless a strong undercurrent of
anti-Jewish feeling ran through the Christian culture? 1In
the days of the death camps as in those of the Black Death,
many nominal Christians'must have felt that the Jews were out-
side the human community, that they somehow deserved their
fate, and that the rest of mankind was not responsible for
‘.them. It was this hostility, contempt and indifference which

made possible the greatest mass murder in history..

| .
Teachings About the Jews

It 1s appalling, therefore, to find that fifteen years

after the catastrophe our culture still is permeated by
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religious prejudice -- the result of a variety of social, psy-
chological and political forces -- and that the old hostility,
- contempt and indifference are being transmitted to a new

I

generation. L o

Churches must share some of the responsibility fpflthis
state of affairs. Religious bodies.invariably condeﬁn anti-
Semitisﬁtin principle, but often give sanction to it by some

of their teachings. Thus, Catholic religious teaching today

contains‘defamatorz_misstatements and omissions which may

encourage hostility and contempt for Jews.

Such teachings appear in all their monstrous absurdity
when read against the true relationship between Catholicism
and Judaism. The close historical and-spiritual ties between
the two faiths were forcefully recalled in 1938'by Pope Pius
XI: '

"Anti-Semitism is ... a movement in which we,.
as Christians, cannot have any part whatever....
Spiritually, we are Semites."l‘

Among the influences by which anti-Semitism is perpetuated,
faulty religious teaching is one of the most insidious, because
it permits the erroneous belief that anti-Semitic ideas have
the approval of the highest moral and spiritual authority.

' For this reason, the American Jewish Committee consideré
.+ _ it a duty to bring the matter to the attention of the Head of the

Church, and to add its voice to those of others who ask for a

* Sources of quotations are listed at the end of this memorandum.
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re-examination and revision of Catholic {eaching materials

concerning.Jews, insofar as they violate the‘prgceptsibf:lp#e
and brotherhood. .

We do so without accusation and without rancor, moved
solely by the belief that eradicating religious anéagonism
will grgétly benefit both Christians and Jews, and will -

strengthen the spiritual forces in the world.

- II. AMERICAN ASFECTS,

Prejudice a Danger to America

Because of certain historical and ethnic factors in
American society, the problem of Catholic attitudes toward
Jews in the United States has important civic and social
implications in addition to its spiritual ones.

The immense variety of religious faiths and national
backgrounds among the American people makes it necessary to
work steadily and rapidly toward the elimination of infergroup
tensions -- not by persuading anyone to abandon his religion
for that of the majority, nor by preaching syncretism in any
form, but by creating a climate free from prejudice.

To accomplish this end, Americans of all faiths in recent
years have made special efforts to do away with all religious.
'sanctions of bigotry. The election of a Catholic to the
Pre51dency of the United States is in part the result of these

G- 7"
“f 55"[(
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efforts.
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That éuch a provocative charge may be found in Ca£hol£c
homily five years after the horrors of the Nazi death_cgmps.
is a source of deep disturbance. MNot cnly does commentar&
of this sort ' misrepresent the intentions of the Church, it
musﬁ,;of necessity, create anxiety and suspicion among Jews.
-In the light of the Church's authoritative and self-
critical teaching, is it not time to put an end to the un-
Christian use of the Jews as a scapegoat.people?

We respectfully request that the Church, rectify, accord-
ing to 1ts own precedents and through its own methods, the
passages in liturgy and teaching which, in themselves, or
by way of nomily, stimulate and reinforce the slénderous
concept of the Jews as a cursed, despised, deicide people.

At this critical time in human history, the adherents
of the great monotheistic, revealed religions must tend their
efforts to do away with the tarriers of suspicion and pre-
judice which have created biltterness and bloodshed in the
past. We are faced, on tne one hand, with the possibility
of a man-mace Armagedcon and, on the other, with the threat
of totalitarian anti-religious oppression. If we are to
confront these great challenges, no fellow man who lives by
‘Eod's comnandments should be'defamed or humiliated.

thile the social and political realities of our time
warrant such & response, our appeal is based primarily on

moral grounds -- the principles of charity and the demands

of justice.
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Quod si delibatio sancta est,

et massa, et si radix sancta, .
et rami. (Rom. XI: 16) '

Secundum evangelium quidem
inimici propter vos; secundum
electionem, charissimi propter
patres. (Rom. XI: 28)

Pax omni operanti bonum Judaeo
primum, et graeco; ncn enim est

acceptio personarum apud Deum
(Rom. IT:10, 11

For if tre firstfruit be holy,
so is the lump also: and if the

root be holy, so are the branches.
(Rom. XI: 16)

As concerning the gospel, indeed,
they are enemles for your sake:
but are touching the election,
they are most dear for the sake
of' the fathers.

(Rom. XI: 28)

But glory and honour and peace

to every one that worketh good:

to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek. :

For there is no respect of persons
with God,

(Rom. II: 10,11)
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kind -- as to ieave a lasting mistrust in the

minds of Jews.... To avoid even the appearance

of slander, Pope John XXIII drcpped the term “
'perfidis Judaeis' from the liturgy of Good Friday....
Can the rest of us do less, this Easter time, than .
try to eliminate slander from our words and ideas
about Jews?“45

It would not be truthful to suggest, however, that this

positive attitude has teen adopted by the Catholic press as

a whole.

V. RECOMMENDATIONS

== Catholic attitudes toward Jews and Judaism today range
all the way from foresight and understanding, as expressed in
the efforts of Fope John XXIII and certain Catholic leaders,
to age-old hostility, wittingly or unwittingly kept alive in
many parts of the Church community.

The moral obligation of religion to inspire love and
respect for all the children of God, as well as the need for
unity in a world threatened by materialism and totalitarian
oppression, demand an end to religious prejudices that have

rscarred the relationship between Catholics and Jews for many
| generations., |

To ensure that a spirit of good will toward people of
other faiths may animate the entire Church community, we

respectfully request, in private and without publicity:
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That His Holihess, Pope John XXIII, cause
precise directives to be issued from the
‘Vatican--through proper channels and according
to established methods--for improving Catholic
Qeéching about Jews and Judaism, by cleansing
all Catholic educational and liturgical public-
ations of inaccurate, distorted, slanderous or
prejudiced statements about Jews as a group.
Such a revision would bring bsoks and teaching materials
into line with the precedent already set by recent changes in

the liturgy of the Church, made by the present Fope and his

predecessors.

We, members of the American Jewish Committee -- an .
organization devoted to fostering cooperation and understanding
among religious and racial groups in the United States --
believe that the improvement of.Catholic teachings about the
Jews is an urgent task, of equal importance to the Epiritual

health of America and that of the whole world.



De

11.

12,

13,

14,

- 29 -

SOURCES

Fope Pius XI, address to Belgian pilgrims, September 1938.'

John J. Meng and Others, Christianity and America ('l‘he '

Catholic Social Studies Series; New Iork. Sadlier, Inc.,
1948), p.637.

Letter frqm Father Hartman tq Dr, Moses Jung of the
American Jewish Committee, May 26, 1952.

Living with Christ: High School Religion- Course I

(Christian Brothers Publication; 3rd ed.; Winona,
Minnesota: St. Mary's College Press, 1957), p.32.

John Laux, Church History (New York: Benziger Bros., Inc;,
1945) p.7.

Living with Christ: Course I, p.247.

Ibid., p.258.

Ibid., p.246.

Ibid., p.257.

Leon A. McNeil and Madeleine Aaron, The Means of Grace

(The Mystical Body of Christ Series of Religious Textbooks;
Paterson, New Jersey: St. Anthony Guild Press, 1950), p.39,
John C. Dougherty, Qutlines of Bible Study (New York: The

Bruce Fublishing Company, 1947), p.l0l.
" Francis B. Cassilly, Religion: Doctrine and Practice

(Chicago: Loyola University Press, 1934), pp. 399-400.
Living with Christ, Course I, p.233.

Dougherty, op. cit., pp. 91-92,



- B0 =

George thnson, Jerome D, Hannan and Sister M. Dominica,

Bible History (NewlYork: Benziger Bros., Inc., 1931),
Pp. 384-5. ' ' !

16. Bible, New Testament, translated by Ronald Knox (Londbn:
Sheed & Ward, 1954). ?
. 17 Ibid.

18. My Lenten Missal, explained by Joserh F. Stedman_(Brooklyn,

New York: Confraternity of the Precious Blood, 1956),
Pp. 269-70.,

19. Living with Christ: High School Religion Course III
(Christian Brothers Publication; 3rd ed:; Winona,
Minnesota: St. Mary's College Press, 1958), p. 140.

20.  Ibid., p. 141. il .

& el Johnson, op. cit., p. 452,

22. Living with Christ: Course I, p. 233.
23.  Ibid., p. 233. |

24. Living with Christ: High School Religion Course II

(Christian Brothers Publication; 2nd ed.; Winona,

Minnesota: St. Mary's College Fress, 1958), p. 8l.
25. Laux, op. ¢cit., p. 21, '

26. * Living with Christ: Course III, p. 156.

27, Living with Christ: Course I, p. 72.

28. ;.John F. Noll, Faith and the Church (Religion and Life,

S 'Vol, I; 7th ed.} Huntington; Indiana:‘OurISunday.‘
Visitor Press, 1950), p. 216.

29.. Source not identified by Father Maher.



31,
32.
33.
34,

35.

36.
37.

38.
39
40,
41,
42,

43,

_ 31 -

Trafford P. Maher, "The Catholic School Curriculum and -

Intergroup Relations." Religious Education,

IV (1960), p. 121. w ¥

Living with Christ: Course II, p. 163.

Living'with Christ: Course I, p. 238.

Living with Christ: Course II, p. 215.

Faul Démann, . La Catéchese chrétienne et le peuple de

la Bible (Paris: Cahiers Sionienms, 1952), p. 75.
Anthony J. Flynn, Sister Vinéent Lorette and Mother Mary
Simeon, The History of Our Faith (The Catholic High School

Religion Series; New York: Sadlier, Inc., 1949), p. 27.
Noll, op. cib., p. 224.

James A. Corbett, M. A, Fitzsimons and Anthony L. Ostheimer,
Christianity and Civilization (The Catholic Social Studies

Series; New York: Sadlier, Inc., 194?), p. 96.
Noll, op. cit., p. 320.

Laux, op. cit., p. 30.

Zhié-' P- 35.

Ibid., p. 292.

Thé Holy Bible and the Heritage of Catholic Family Life

(Washington, D. C.: The Catholic Biblical Association

of America--The Catholic University of America.)

John F. Noll, The World You Will Face (Religion aﬁd Life,

'Vol. IV; 4th ed.; Huntington, Indiana: Our Sunday
Visitor: Pmess, 1953), p. 96.




- B -

Catechism of the Council of Trent for Parish Priéstst

translated by John A. McHugh, (New York: .Joseph F,
Wagner, 1923), article IV.

1

45, Elio Gasperetti, "Christ Our Passover: A Judaic Heritage."

Providence (Rhode Island) Visitor, May 31, 1961.





