*
AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
6406 4 b

% «

é’% +'O

7 S S
3>y

THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

Preserving American Jewish History

MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection, 1945-1992.
Series C: Interreligious Activities. 1952-1992

Box 25, Folder 2, International Jewish Committee for
Interreligious Consultations, 1969.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(513) 221-1875 phone, (513) 221-7812 fax
americanjewisharchives.org



PRESIDENT
RABBI JACORB PHILIP RUDIN

: 187 VICE-PRESIDENT
RABBI SOLOMON J. SHARFMAN

2mp VICE-PRESIDENT .

RABBI IRVING LEHRMAN

NATIONAL SECRETARY
HOM. HERBERT TENZER

CORRESPOMDING SECRETARY
ROBERT L. ADLER

Fd TREASURER
MEYER H. ROBINSON

‘ gxecufivE VICE-PRESIDENT
RABBI HENRY SIEGMAN

MATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

HONORARY CHAIRMAN
- HON. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG

CHAIRMAN
JACK A. GOLDFARB

»
.

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF
AMERICAN RABBIS

RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY

RABBINICAL COUNCIL OF AMERICA
UNION OF

AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH
CONGREGATIONS OF AMERIEA
UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA

\ e
e

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 . MURRAY HILL 6-8670

PRI NDION N2 NEYD

238 FIFTH AVENUE

August 21, 1969

MEMORANDUM

Rabbi Israel Klavan
Morris Laub
Dr. Joseph Lichten

TO: Rabbi Solomon Bernards
Rabbi Balfour Brickner
Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg
Philip Jacobson
Rabbi Wolfe Kelman Dr. Se
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

ur Siegel

FROM: Rabbi Henry Siegman

N

You were one of the members of a committee that was
formed at the time of Israel's Six-Day War to deal
with the problem of interpreting Israel to the Chris-

tian community.

The committee met regularly and, 1 believe, effective-

ly, during those hectic days. The immense good will
for Israel that existed immediately following the Six-
Day War obscured the urgency of this common effort,
and in the past year there have been only occasional
and informal conversations among members of the com-

mittee.

I am sure I need not make the case that a ‘major effort
in this area is more urgently needed today than ever
before, and we will therefore seek to reactivate the
committee and to develop it into an effective coordi-
nating instrument for those of our national agencies
who regularly deal with the problem of interpreting
Israe} to the Christian world. I am writing to invite
you to a meeting that we are calling for this purpose
on one of the following two dates

,_qﬂfﬁ/ Tuesday, September 9th, 10 A.M.
Thursday, September 18th, 10 A.M.

Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld .
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Please indicate on the enclosed card which of
the two dates you prefer.

Informal conversations between members of the
committee have indicated that one of our needs
is to collect and make available several of the
best interpretive pieces that have appeared in
the recent literature on the subject. I wonder,
therefore, if you could drop me a note in ad-
vance of the meeting suggesting three pieces
which, in your opinion, are worthy of reproduc-
tion and distribution to Christian audiences.

Best wishes for a ketiva vachatima tova.

HS/eg
Enclosure:

¥
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Rabbi_Marc Tanenbaum

American Jewish Committee

165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022 -

Dear Marc:.

OF AMERICA

MURRAY HILL 6-8670

TPYIMRI MITDIAN N3 R3YR

16, 1969

The committee of the Synagogue Council whose responsi-
“bility it will be to formulate policy and programs in

the area of our relations with the World Council of
Churches and the Vatican has scheduled a meeting for

,ﬂ{QD .M. ?Egsday, Segtembe; 23 (luncheon will be

_served} at the office of the Synagogue Council of

America.

I very much hope that it will be possible for you not
only to attend this particular meeting but also to
participate regularly in the committee's work. ‘

I look forward to seeing you next

Since Qiy,

HS/gp

esdaym\

Siegman
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MEKEORANDUM

|}

To s Pather Cor n311us J. Rijk

From ¢ Dt; Gerhart M., Riegner and Rebbi Henry Siegmnan

e

In accgfdahce with our conversations in London last June, we
are pleased 4o submit to you the following outline of a proposed
relationship‘betﬁeen thé world Jewish Community and the Catholic
Church. . =
1. Ve believa:that the time has come to improve the preseni statis
of Catholic-Jeiish relations and to replace their often accidental
and haphazard charactér by en orderly and systematiic approach of which
2oth sides would greatly benefit and vhich may Open new avenues for
Catholic-Jewish und“rstandang and co—-operation.,

. It is thersfore in our_v1ew desirable to establish the Irame-
work for an ongoing relationship on e permanent basis between autho-
rized reﬁ“er° ;dtlvos of the 0atholic¢ and Jewish communities by pro-
viding for thom a forum available at all times for the—eeonfromtzticn
and consultatlon on long term concerns and policies as well as on
specific situations as they may arise from time to time,

s Yie be‘leve.that this relationship should concern itself with
the following major spheres s
a) Areas of commonnhumanitarian and social conceris t inter-

national justice and peace

-

b) Wolfare end securiiy of Catholic and Jewisn comrnunities
~threughout the world, especially promotion and protection
c-of bumoen rights and religious frecdoms }

.
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c_) Sntii-Towl sk elements in Catholio thaolo;;;,r and instructicn

- - d) the State of Israel : theological and political implicatic.-

R " The last -threc ifems are specifically Christiun-Jewish concex-.:

the f¥;§t ic'not, We velleve that it is important that our relatic .

_] fréhﬁcend:fthe iewiSh_pfoﬁiem"'for otherwise there is a danger that i~
-Cathoiip’?hﬁ#?h ﬂili-;el@%e to?thétJews only as "a problem". Ve boi -
"tﬁat'i; ié”cssentihl-fdr alheaithy relationship between the two faii.:
that wa a,udj togeuher the contributions that our resneotlve feith
commatmenus and h:storlsal traditions can make to the great issues -

1nternat10nu1 just:ce and pcuce of our day.

3. -;ﬁa ihlnk 1t would be premature at this point to define moru

preczselv bhu fcur areas outlined above, or the structure of a ruL.

shlp that vill enable us %0 deal on an ongoing basis with these ig:

de vropoﬂa that thls bo the pﬂrPOSP of a first consultatlon to b,

nE eltaer in tne:aummcr or the Fhll of 1570,

k. _;..' “This con”ultatlon would be an "1nventory session" at wh‘ch'”
= wonld try to asce t2in wbere we stand in ralatlonshlp to each oth: -

reg rd to these va“10u§ issues, ﬁe would seek not only to defiﬂ‘
problems and poas1b111tﬂes that exist in each of these areas, buL
in thu llght o: such an assessment, to determine what we can mos

fruztfu1ly &o uogethcr ana the structures to be formed to make su: "

_Iworhlng relz tionship n0531b1e.
s ,' It 1" 1ntended on.our side to make the frameworh .

con"ult?twons as rldelv renresentat1ve as possible.

The World chlsh Congress and the Synagogue Council of Am: °

.t

wili see to 1t thet the Jeirish delegation will include reprBSEHf;“f”
af tho wagor chluh codnunltles, of all significant trends of p=
'roups particularly active in the field of

E ubj Ja_h cm and ot

bnrzst1en—ueJ15h 1911ulcnu.
' We trust a2t the same tims th;t the Catholic delegatlon'uzi

repres*nthtlvog of ‘21l departments of the Curia dealing with the

P ma ior concern oua%tlined above.
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. Se In our view each sidé'should'be:reqponéibie.féﬁ tho cpmbo;lﬁiun
!5;-_ ; of its ovm delegation which éhould compri;o'aﬁout 12 to0.15 persons.
L Bach side will send out the 1nv3+0t104r to thn nombcrs of its own-g¢:vvg
e 6. Each side will be respons: itle for the ;inanolal rrangeﬂdnts o
cover travel and maintcnance exucnu1ture qf }ts mcnbcrs ond’ w*il p“ov1d’

v secretarial assistance at meetlngh., All Ouhcr cout - vuch 28 hwrlv ol

i the meeting place, tape recordin slmultaneous translatlon 1f necesm2er -~

1 T

.'J";‘ should be shared by both sides Gn an eou 1 hvsws._ PR LR -;H- M
1f;u__ * 7. - If these geneza; formu ion 3 rd acceptab1° we can proccod't'
elaborate the agenda of the fir st consultatzcn a*d to dﬂcldn Lgc ha

date and the mesting plﬂcn und on 311 other necess“ry r,.r-'~ ngcs Ftaa

G T C These deecisions could be tgken Jn the caurae of a prapuratovy mnetlng &t
which each side would be renreg;nt°d by threo or four perso 3 to be hclw
2 not later than durlnﬂ the Tirss months of 1 TO. 1* oy ~_“‘ £
: . L . _
November 20, 1969 PL e e ";f.'"
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December 1, 19259

TO: Committee on Belations with World Council

of Churches and the Vatican

FROM: Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg, Chairman

We are calling a special meeting of our Committee
to consider the enclosed memo which outlines a
proposed relationship with the Catholic Church.

We will meet for lunch on lMondny, Deccembher 8, 1969
at 12:30 p.m. at the Synagogue Council. 4

I hope that you are able to attend, and that you

will return the enclosed card indkxating your

intentions.

Kindest regards.





