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19:ae. seee 

PRl!8JOl!NT 

RABBI JACOB PHILIP RUDIN 

In VICl!·PRllOIOENT 

RAalll SOLOMON J, SHARFMA"! 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL .OF AMERICA 
23 9 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.V . 10016 M U RRAY H I LL 6 • 8670 

August 21 , 1969 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Rabbi Israel Klavan 
Morris Laub .·.· 

a .. o VIC!·PR!SIDl!NT • 

RABBI IRVING LEHRMAN 

Rabbi Solomon Bernards 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg . ' 
Philip Jacobson 

Dr. Joseph Lichten 
Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld . . , 

NATIONAL 9ECRirTARY 

HON. HERlfllT TENZER 

CORRCSPONOINC: SECRETARY 

ROBERT L. ADLER 

,/ TREA8URl:R 

MEYER H. ROBINSON 

• l:ll&eUfiVE VICll•PR69IOCNT 

RABBI HENRY SIEGMAN 

NATION.A'- AOVJ80RT COUN CIL 

HONORARY CHAIRMAN 

· HON. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG 

CHAIRMAN 

JACK A. GOLDFARB 

CONITITU•NT 0110.uo:i.;.' IONS 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY 

RABBINICAL COUNCIL OF AMUIC~A 
UNION OF 

AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

\INION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH 

CONGREGATIONS OF A.MER1£A 

UNITED SYNAGOGUE O f AMERICA 

Rabbi Wolfe Kelman Dr . Se~our Siegel 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum.,/ . 

FROM: Rabbi Henry Siegman 

You were one o f the members of a committee that was 
formed at the time ~f I srael's Six-Day War to deal 
with the problem of interpreting Israel to the Chris
tian community. 

The committee met regularly and, I believe, effective
ly, during those hectic days . The immense good will 
for I srael that existed immediately following the Six
Day war obscured the urgency of thi.s common effort, 
and in t he past year there have b een only occasional 
and informal conversations among members of the com
mittee. 

I am sure I p~ed not make the case th~t a major effort 
in this area is more urgent11 needed today .. than ever 
before, and we will therefore seek to reactivate the 
committee· and to develop it into an effective coordi
nating instrument for those of our national agencies 
who regularly deal with the problem of interpreting 
Israe.J, to the Christian world . I am writing to invite 
you to a meeting that we are calling for this purpose 
on one of the following two dates: 

fJ~ '}.--.' 7(JJ1--------r---.._..Tuesday, September 9th, 1 0 A. M. ·r Thursday, September 18th , 10 A.M . 
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Please indicate on the enclosed card which of 
the two dates you prefer. 

Informal conversations between members of the 
committee have indicated that one of our needs 
is to collect and make available several of the 
best interpretive pieces that have appeared in 
the recent literature on the subject. I wonder, 
therefore, if you could drop me a note in ad
vance of the meeting suggesting three pieces 
which, in your opinion, are worthy of reproduc
tion and distribut.ion to Christian audiences. 

Best wishes for a ketiva vachatima tova. 
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1926. 5681!1 

PRESIDENT 

RABBI JACOB PHILIP RUDIN 

1ST VICE·PRESIOENT 

RABBI SOLOMON J. SHARFMAN 

2NO VICE•PRESID!;'.NT 

RABBI IRVING LEt!RMAN 

NATIONAL .;'ECRETARY 

HON. Hf
0

RBERT TENZER 
........ _,,..,. , 

"'>RltESPONDIN.:0 SECRETARY . 

.:,;;---. ' · ROBERT L. ADLER 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
235 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N. V. 10016 MURRAY HILL 6 • 6670 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York1 New York 10022 

Dear Marc: . 

September 16, 1969 

.. -·.· -----... --.... 

TREASURl!R ·-._ 

· -- ---....... MEYER H. ROBINSON 
-------------- The committee of the Synagogue Council whose responsi -

11:ucurivE v•cE·PREs•o~ -. \bili ty it will be t .o formulate ·:e,glicy and P,£Q.Srams .i:P 
RABBI HENRY SIEGMAN .the ~ o{_..,.,gur, r.,..el<=!tiqp~t.b .. J;J:l~W,QJ;:J..9:.:....C..o,unci_J,~~J 

'· -......,__~ .S:h~;r;~s'>'!:1_~~~~~eduled a meeting for 
NATIONALADVISORYCOUl<C~L" .±~29-E·~· 'Tuesday, See.,t;e_mb_~~23 (luncheon will be 

HONORARY CHAIRMAN -,,~-.served) at "Ehe_~oTBce of the Synagogue council of 
HON. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG ;: -~-==-.; =-- .· -

America. 
CHA.IRMAN 

JACK A . GOLDFARB 

• 
C.ONST ' TUltNT O~GAN l'Z.A T" JONS 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY 

RABBINICAL COUNCIL CF AMERICA 

UNION Of. 
AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

UNION Of ORTHODOX JEWISH 

CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA 

UNITED SYNAGOGUE Cf AMERICA 

I very much hope that it will be possible for you not 
only to attend this particular meeting but also to 
participate regularly in the committee ' s .work. 

I look forward to s~~ing 

..... 

Henry Siegman 
}' 

HS/gp 

,. 
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MEiiORANDUM 

To : Father Corneiius J. Rijk 

From : Dro Gerhart Mo Riebrncr and Rabbi Henry Sieg.nan 

In accordance vii th otir con\.-ersa.tions in London last June, we 

are pleased' to submit to you tha followin5 outl i.ue of a proposed 

relationship betr1een th~=-<,,o;ld ·JeY1ish Corr:munity and. thP. Catholic 

Church. 

1. r!e believe that the ti.me has come to improve the present stat-; 

of Cathol:i.c-Jer:inh relations ~nd to r0placa thE'lir often accidental 

and hapha.za:rcl ch~r2cter by en orderls. and systematic appro~c;h of which 

. ~oth ·sides vrould CT'reatly 'bencfi t and vrhich may open new avenues !~OJ: 

Catholic-Jor1icl1 undsrstanding e.nd co-operation. 
~ ..... 

It is therofor·e in our vie'!I desirable to establish t!:i.e frame-

vro.rk for an ongoing relationsbip ·on e permanent basis between autbo

rizecl reprcc:ntativos of the Catholic and J~l'llish ocr..muni ties by pro

viding for ~hem a forum avuilablo at all times for ~ha eol'!T'~n 

2'™'l consultation ·on long term concerns and policies as well as on 

specific si-tu~tions as they may aI'isu from time to ti111e • 
..... 

2. We believe that this relaticnship ~uld co!'lcern itself v:i th 

the follor1ing major spheres : 

" a) Areas of comr.10n humrmita.rian and sociu.l concerns i inter-

nationo.l juoticiJ end peaca ~....-

b) ~'/olfar(; end sccuri ty of Catholic and .fewish COffiii:tHli ties 

·· thrcughoi.<t tho •:;o:r-ld, especially proinotior1 and protection 

,. , ·of i:J.ume.n rights and relir;iou·s freedoms 

. .. 
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c) a.nti;..J0v:ish elements in .Catholic theoloey and i nstructicn 
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?-) the Sta te of Israel ~ theological and political implic~ti1., · 
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·.The last ·three i teros are specifical ly Chri:.;tian- Jewisb c once:;. .. .,__, 
. .1· • • ~ .L 

the first 2::: no -,, Vic beiiev-e· that it is important tba t our rel~·tic:-_ ·.-:..:· 
... 
tre..n.::;cend ·"the jei;i.sh proble::i" for otherwise there is a danger that -:.:· .. · 

- . . . . . . . :. . 

.. "Catb.olic-·Cburch 1iili · rela:te to .th~ ·· Jew~ only as " a problem". Y!e· 't;:::;. '. :· 

.. "'· · :· tha~ "it i::(·essenticl for a heal thy relationship between the two f~.-:·:·.: : . I 

. · .. ~ .· .... : . :·. · .... ~ .. . . 
· .. _tt:at we e·0udy together tho c ontrj.butions that our r espective f aith 

/ 
. ..:: · .. · ... - · .. · 

·.· .. . ·-· ;, . 
.. . :' 

. - .' . 

' . . . . . . 
in~erna~ionnl justice and ·peo.ce of our day • 

.... , .. 
thin k . it would" be prern3.ture at t hi s poi nt to define mo:c0 .. . . • . 

. ··. · . . : . • . 

. , ..... 
.. · . · ... 

. . . . precisely th0 four: area~ outlined above , or the structure of a r0L" - ·· 
. . ~ 

. :. ·. ·· · ship · that \:r:Ul e:nable us to deal on an onc;oi n6 basis ?1ith these i i.::··· · 
I •_;. • • ~ • • • • 

.. . . ·~ . . ·. . . . . · .. ' . . .. _.:. ~ . . 
.. . . . . .. ... ... . _,· ~ .. 

We propoc;) " that' thi9 bq the p'..trpo~e of a first c onsul tc:dion to b::: 

either fn th.e .. S: . .ui-!!::cr or Fall· of 1970. . . ' -. ·: : . .. . · .. 
~- :._ : . ·. · ~~ .- >··:·.:· ! • • · · ·-. ·'~'l1his conr::uit<?.tion w~uid be an " inventory session " a.t nhich -· · 

: -. -.. · ... ; ...... · -~:,~ui·d ~ try to. ~-sce1·t,li1; · vih~;~ we:" st~d ~ re la ti on ship to each o the ·· 
..... \ ~ : . . . .. . . 

.. : . • 
' . ... ... 

. r~gurd to these: Vct°riou·~· issues . - fie would seek not only to def°:i.ne ; · . 
• " • : .. ' • ' o " .. I ' ' • 

. .... - . . prohl~::is' and p0°SS·i .bilities'tha.t exist in eac h of these areas , bu·~ .... .·· . 
: . · .. .. , 

": ·. . . -. 
- . . . . ·. ,; . . . . . . . . 

in the light of such" an ·aitsessment, t o determine what vie can mo~'t · ... 
.· ~ 

·;. 

. . - . 
·.·":.·!· . . f~·~i.tfu~iy ~;· tc,'eeth·~~~ ~nd· the. structur es to be for;ned t o make· zu : ' ·, 

. · .. .... .. . .. · .~1o~king rei~ti_o1u;hi~ .. possibl e • 
. . 

. ; ... . /!.,,. ... · .. It .is· intended on , ou r side to make the frarneworl: o . 
. . . _: .. · ·. . . 

c onsulta tions as Y:idely repr~sentative as possible . 
· : •• •. ,. .. c .a • 

.. . . 
. The r:9rld ·Jcvli.sh Congress· a.nd the Syn <?.gogue Council of. h n: 

-. 
, . . ~ ' . . : 

....... t • •• • • • 

; , . ·, 

wil l sr;;0 t o it th~ t tho J ewish delegation will i n c lude represen~· ::··:· ·· · 

. of t_ho majo.r Jo;,·1i:;h co~nuni ties, of a l l si~ificant trends of p:·· 
. . . 

G.c,y J~td.c.icim and of c;j~oupn particul arl y a~tive in the f i eld of 
' . . , ' 

·: Chrie:tic-n- .J:;-.-,ish i·cla.tion~ . 

· ~ · ~7e trust a.t t l!e sane time t ·ha.t the Catholic delegation •;;)."'. . 

. !epresentL'.tives of ·all dopartments of the Curia· d ealing with the: 
: ,.. 

~~ m~ior con~ern o~tlined above . 
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In our view each sitlc should. be .rc~pons:lbi.e for the co:.1positii:m 

of its ovm delegation which sho~ld co:np_ri~o a.bout ~2 to .15 per~ons . 

Each side will ccnd out the invi te.tieinr-; to the members o:( it!:> o·:.:Y~ · c::c~!;.;" 

6 • Each side will be re8pons:!.bl.~ for the fino.n<;:ial ~.rremeE:nvnt~ -;;~· 
. ... 

cover travel and maintenance ·ex1>en<l.i tl.1re o·f its .inembcrs imd' \'!ill pro·rid~ 
. . ;1 ·.~"" . . . • . . • • .· 

secretari~.l assistance r.t mGc1;ing~ o . All - ~~her c:ost - · SU?h .es li:i.rinc:; oz. 
• • t / • 

the meeting place, tape r~·cording,= . simultaneou ~ -transl ation . if nccec :-·~Q.: · 
• I • • ~. ' • • • . • '• ' -

should be shared by both sid.':-'s· _on .an eq_ue.( .. be._i3is·;. '· ·' . 
. . : ,. . . .... 

If thc::se gen0r·a~ {o~mulD:tion .s ci.re ·acceptable w;.: C2.n proceed to 
.-. . . ~ ' . -

elaborate the agenda of the fi;i.·~t consul te.ticn a;1d ·to dacidc t~~10;1 ' t!n 
: : 

date and the meetine pl~ce <:?.nd en ali 'otbe:r necessary a.rJ:~ne;c::·1::nts . · 

These decisions could be takin ·:i.n. t·h~ . ~ou~~ee : of a. · pr~pc.~_atory !n~~t.inc :;,,{ 
··.· 

which each side would · be re!)rEH:>f.:n ted by threo ·or four per so:ls, to b~ ·held 

not later than during th~ firs~ months of 1910. 

November 20, 1969 
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PRESIDENT 

- • P..1.;:;11 JJ.COi: Pllllli' RUDIN 

. ~· . : 

1ST VICE:-PF!'CSIOENT 

RADB! SOL01>\0N J. SHARFMt.N 

!?N~ VICE·PR£SIOENT 

RA8RI IP.YING LEHRMAN 

N ATION4L S£C~t!TAnY 

H0N. HERBERT TENZER 

CORRC'lf'IONOINC SECnE'fARY 

ROB~RT l. ADLER 

'· · TREA:IURCR 

MEYER H: ROSINSON 

EXECUTt YE VICE·PRCSIO!:NT 

RABill HENnY Sl~GMAN 

NAl:IOl:AL ADVf501t''I COUNCIL 

MONORA~Y CHAtRMA~~ 

HON. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG 

CHAIRMAN 

JJ.CK A. GOLDFARB 

CONSTITUE~T O ltCANIZATIONS 

CENTRAl CON?ERENCE Of 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

RABlllNICAl ASSEM&lY 

. P.ABBINICAL COUNCIL OF AAIERICA 

UNION Of 
AllERl,CAN HEO~EW CONGRcGATIONS 

UNION Of ORTP.ODOX J:WISH 

· CO~GREGATiONS OF AMERICA 

• UNITED SYNt•GOGU~ OF AMEP.ICA 

v 
SVNAGOGUC:: COUNCIL OF /}.fVlEPICA 
235 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK. N. Y. 10016 Ml!~RAY HILL 6 • OC>70 

MEMORANDttJM 

December 1, 1969 

TO: Committee on Relations with World council 
of Churches and the Vatican 

FROM: Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg, Chairman 

We are calJ.ing a specinl meeting of our committee 
to consider the enclosed memo whicp outlines a 
proposed relationship with the catholic Church. 

We will meet for lunch on Mon~~v. December 8, 1969 
. ~-~· -~~~'--~~~ 

at 12:30 p . m. at the Synagogue council. : 

I hope that you are able to attend, and that you 
will return the enclosed card ind~ating your 
intentions. \ 

! 

Kindest regards . 

\ 
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... ~ -, ., . . . . 
"• •I ' .. ,, ... 
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