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The following proposal for the organization of an International Jewish Comnmittee
or Interreligious Consultations, hereinafter referred to as the joint committee, .
was approved by representatives of the participating agencies lt a -aetins s O
held at the Synagogue Council of Amertca on Hay 20, 1970.\ iy B e  aingl 8
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1) The joint committee 18 to be composed of World Jevish Congress, . .
Synagogue Council of America and its constituent agencies, and ' |
American Jewish Coxmittee, Additional members can be added to j ¥
the joint committee with the approval of 1u present uenbex-ahfp. ST e

YA e

2) The joint comj.ttee is to serve as an iuatmmg of “. “nstitnm; o,
agencies in relations with the World Council of Churchu lnd w.lth ;

Vatican agenc!.es in consultations and conferancu. A

3) The policiu ‘and ptogrma of the joint cmittee are to be detemined
by the full committee, each of its member agencies having an equal .
voice. It is understood that the programs of :iu jolul:_ emittce requira
the conunms of the entire committee, . - SR .‘. ¥l

4) Cmmmicntlona from the joint committee are to be seuton l:he latter- £
"~ head of the joint comi:tee and not on that of lny of its conltituent fa i
'agenciaa. IR W o, g _ :

" Staff reapmsibilitiea :ln Heu York are to be ntud by a pernon e,
' designated by the Synagogue Council of America and a person PR
* designated by American Jewish Ccmmittee. 2 Vol G g 2 W

Staff reapcma:l.bilitiea in Geneva are to be served by & peraon "

. designated by World Jewish Congress, who will work in closest

.. cooperation with a person designated by American Jewish Comittea &
.+ and with peraons "designated by other members of tha joi.nt cmtttee.

- 5) The jo:lnt committee will elect a chairman from one of ite comstituent = - S
3 agmcies. Ihe chairmanship is to be rotated otLa afseal basis. g
c R i Y ~Weereat
! 6) lesponsibility for the arrangenent for the pnrt;‘cipatim of representa- - a
. tives from Israel and from other countries will be that of the joint = . .-
"committee, with recognition of the special competence and resources oA
- of World Jewish Congress in this area., The joint <ommittee will seek
© . to facilitate and improve the process of intermatiorsl participationm.
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*Le Comits Provisoire d'Organisation L : el
| Bayrouth: . Nabil Abboud Paris: TPére Francois Biot PO
. . .% Marie-Rose Boulos - " Claude Gault 3 ¥ e
.% - Pére jean Corbon ; ~ Pasteur Jacques Lochard
* -~ Gabriel Habib ' Georges Montaron
27 7.7 Docteur Eugéne Makhlouf - © * Pasteur Micbel Wagner
R el Sé!lm Nasr . : _ . s
R . S SR . ' 5"?
11, ‘

- Abﬁé'.'ﬁsﬁb'sito'ff'i. (Algérten), prétre-responsable de la Communauté Saint- Hubert'

d'Oran; profegseur dans l'enseignement public,

- Pere Pnul Gauthier (Framcais), Tondateur des Compagnons et Compagnes de Jésus .

- Pere Gonzales-Ruiz(Espagnol) ‘théologien de renommé mondiale.,

Charpentidr; auteurs de nombrecux ouvrages; . .. ..
- travaille actuellement avec les réfugiés palestimens '
% . _ prés.de lusn (Jordanie) ¥

e
- s

-Georges Hourdin - Cfram;ais)' journaliste; président du groupe de presse "La Vie'

-

e, . N cnthohque" “"Télérama", "Croissance des jeunes .
vies - SREEES W | YRRUIONRS s "l.e CriY, "In.formanons catholiques mter-

vE .
T

25 > I o N nationales", "Images du mois" (plus d'un million.

d'exemplmres de tirage global)

. Bhﬁ:;iei Matznef (Fram; a!s) écrivain, membre du Comité de coordination de ln .'

jeunesse orthodoxe de I'rance,

Georges Montaron (Frangais) militant de la Résistance; journaliste, directeur -
: : de 1'hebdomadaire francais "Témoignage Chrétien";

o _;f “‘ S = U " vice-président du Centre national de presse catholique
Thmdy v vy w n - francais. -
' A'bBé‘ Pier‘re’ 2 (Frant;ais) gncien aumdnier de s Marine fram;aise- héros de’ la

P - Résistance francaise; fondateur de l'Associanon
gt e L Y Emmatis; aficien députd, .

-Abbé ]ean Scotto (Algérien) :ancien curé de Bab-el-Oued; curé de Belcourtj -

" conseiller mimicipal du Grand-Alger, N
Pere lmre Timko (Hongrois) prétre de I'Eglise grecque-catholique; profcsseur

de théologie a la Facultée de théologie de Budapest. '

- Louis Vandevelde (Mgérien) expert-comptable de la Constantine; a animé, pendan

la guerre d'Algérie, 1'Association d'aide aux enfants

Bz, ~_'_..-"-- . .. 2" algériens au M aroc et en Tnisie.
- Mgr, Vitanyl - (hongro!s) curé de la Paroisse Saint-Eméric de Budapest;

responsable des relations extérieures de l'Episcop&t
‘hongrois. :

3 asteur Michel Wamer(Frnngais) pasteur de 1'Eglise réformée de France; secrétah

général de la Clmade.

ols



- M, louis Terrenoire ) (Frangats) : député U.D.R., ancicn mlnistre, RN

"

président de 1’ Association de solidarité

SO Gt 0 franco-arabe,

H.Janus Makowski (Polonnis) ;'. député catholique & la Didte; secrétaire |

général de la Conférence chrétienne pour
la Xxizsiine Paix,

M.’-.Iidbért:.Bu.r'*on ' ;-'". . (i’faﬂ;a:ls) - président du mouvement "Objectif 72",.

"_.

._;,‘i_

. e ancien ministre,

M: Gabriel Bef_qou mmoux - (Frang ai 3) , secrétaire général adjoint de la Convenﬁ.on

N e FIE deg Institutions Républicaines (proupe |
B i _ politique dont 1'animateur principal est..
2 e - .. TFrangois Miitterand), ;e

Pére Robert V’anderéﬁcht (Dhge) - ~ théologien de 1'Université de Louvain,

M. Félix Rodes (Gua.deloupéen) " .. avocat & la Cour d'Appel de Basses-Te:‘t:e.

Me. Charles Verny . (Frﬂ.ngais) - avocat a la Cour d'Appel de Paris; ancien

déporté de la Résistance; ancien respon~

eowe 0 R B e - sable des Jeunes de 1'Organisation civile et

LA ¢ 09w 7 militaire OCMR . i

: M. ]éan.Marie.La.mbe'rt (Tunisie) ‘-f pasteur- représcntant de la Division -

d'entralde du Conseil oecuménique des -

'M Giorgto Girardet' © (Italien) - de l'Eolise vaudoise d'ltalie, directeurj"
A , L e "Nuovi Templ). vk

Pe_re Luis Sena ke (Bréailiexi)‘ . aumdnier de la Jeunesse estudiantine ;
internationale, - g

Me Iuan-Evanneltsta Penaloza-Plascencia, (Méxique) avocat ’

. Fathers.

o

Pére John Chisholm "(Irlandais)  Docteur en Divinité; membre du Holy Ghos '

M, %ntoine Wessels ;S % ! théologien de 1'58113‘3 réformée de Holland .'
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“Nous ne sommes pas
~feurs
. ‘Nous connaissons les so

= frances des Jults et des Tsrabe

4 g

in pavsee Bans
vombius .n. log qw‘ ogs wraulncabls.

(ll PO Box 201’1‘3. Tﬂi&ﬂh £

A la mlts da la rl!union. a
Beyrouth, de la conférence mon-
diale des chrétiens pour la Pales-
tine (1), un groupe de chréliens
frangais nous a adressé une
déclnrauon dans laquelle on lit :

a Un certain nombre de chré-
tlens proches du- monde arshe

ont
Beyron ; une reneunéra Intltuléo
par.. eux  :-conférence mondiale

deschréemponrla?atesunn.

L'un des buts de cette rencontre| judals
mtenlr

destruction

1'Etat d'Isragl en leur appor'.’a.nt
une caution chrétienne,” et une
tentative de justification théolo-

- ue tiative appelle de
v;mmpandonéﬂeumm

+ » N1 ya, & l'o ¢ du .mduve-
a y rigin gt

Jestinf
' ,de ;ustFu'ﬁ?ioua paralt incon-

h o~ t gul se::s uni;nal n..
eureusemen

des admira-]
inconditionnels - de- I'Etat]
‘A'Israél e, dd &9 pullhique acluegae.a
‘des Palestinlens et des bes,
‘malt  nouy savons dussl lés sonf

monde chrétlen
“islamique. NWous

n.a&hvenus du

"_connamonn Ia part de .
. -bllité des pulssances euro

la-gendse de ce drame, mm

: _ nous savons aussi que les fautes

. g:? une

- jsraéllens me peuvent falre

n@ seront pas rac!
politique unlilatérale. Les
endicatlons légitimes des

ublier celles des. Palestinlens.
les revendications légitimes

“des Palestinlens ne peuvent non

lus tm oubiler eenu

e s
I Auml m x‘n‘v
natm Inquiétude, car, den Juln

s.ﬁeau“% ont. urmue

ame, e g

g2l eapienuge domt nons aa.\fpnu 0 CXjITLin 0%

Ve T." A ILTIUD IR T, W v

diel d'artillerds g oclaté pay dega |
suR 12 cangl, et les av:aus !ﬂmd-_

ﬁmnpé de cﬁénens lmnl;ms lomule des résewes

@ propos de la conférence de Beyrouth

gent obstinément de préter la
molindre attention au judalsme
dans toute sa réalité. Les orga-
nisations palestiniennes et les
divers milleux arabes ont été
invités & s'exprimer llbrement &
Beyrouth. Les Israéliens et les
Juifs, eux, n'ont pas été Invités
du tout, & l'exception de quelques
rares julfs anti-sionistes, qul ne
constituent qu'une infilme mino-
rité, nullement représentative du
me.. Une attit aussi
usﬁaumh ne 'd
exciter et & retarder
d'autant l‘henre de la pair.

» Nombre de chrétiens, dans le

Savte Palltiane  dalignement |
0 a d emen
hmmdﬁlmel ?lur les pa-

lestiniennes, Ils souhaitent plutdt
un rapprochement des potnta de
vue, afin de pnemet paix
accordant des garanties d'exis-|
tence aux uns et aux autres, dans
toute 1a mesure du possible lavec
bien des nuances, comme
naturel, sclon les préférences d&nll
tiques de chacun). Mals !m

seurs de ces. positions plus

librées n'ont pas ey, eux non ua.

ls moyen de faire entendre leur|:

volx 4 Beyrouth. Cette rencontre
ne représente . donc ,null
T'opinion générale dea chrétiens,
mals seulement une opinion parmi
d’'autrgs. Elle est, certes, répsndue
chez les chrétlens arabes;
com nom blen leurs dimcmté.s
et leurs aspirations, mais nous
devons les mettre en gsrds contre
les vleux pﬁ*.]uEl 4 I'égard des
Julfs et contre tentation d'une
guren anti- llenne, -

» La -Justification de I'anti-
glanisme par de douteuses consi-

des | dérations théologiques est d'au-

tant plus dangereuse que de nou-
velles manifestations d’antlseml

tisme so font ouru::dpn
dans .le” monde. C'est ainsi qus|,
Tefy. . certains

m:ﬁtmdm Mum aux!

ement |'

{nl.fs. et Bml Juifs seuls, le drolt
e, en invo-
a‘l.l.nnt. tel t.exte sacré ou telle tra-
tion, arbitrairement séparés de
leur contexte. Cet ostraciame res-
sermnble fort au viell antijudaisme

dont il découle en partle, ma
les pxntest.nuons des antisionistes,
méme de bonne fol. Cela équl\mut

& perpétuer la discrimination

a. mt des juifs, rﬁnndnnt des a

cles, pourchassée,
Rmn en eﬂ t. absolument rien ne
: ustifier une affirma-

- udnbmn a denome a l'nhblsulte
» de certaines campagnes qui mf-

» lent indQment des arguments
» religieux & des positions mu'e

» ment pollthuea 0, . -

ﬁ
hie dans

'lnséunca de
‘le domaine temporel.-Mais le rdle |
‘des resge onsahbhles ecclés] Jx
consaiste bel et blen &4 rap
quand ‘c'est mécessalre, 1 axl—
ues.et leur rhée
.unlve:mue. Or 11 ugissn i
Y'occurrence,-d'un rap ntt?en
ligrement ogortun. u est. évi-
dent que options E-out!quea
reldvent du libre choix - des|’
' consclences individuelles, comme
le mprﬁt d'mum cettde 1&10%2
pastorale, les ¢ ens ne dolven
eéde:r devant les excés de la
partisane, encore moins
utlo'nner r des arguments
tendOment éoluglques Meme
ans une sltuntlon C] guerre
doivent tendre & devenir des aﬂ!—
gans de paix at de
tonamaueune

p:ét,endu bien |
¥ avalt 1A une|
hiérarc

o5 v
matériel,

, eh hommss ‘&b “en
rlcsmr rj

¢,

bourg, qul & précisé que a des
» chrétiens ne devraient pas inci-
» ter & la lutle, mais a la récon-
» ciliation 2ntre juifs et Arabesx.
. » Nous ong donc qu'll
convient de mettre l'opinion- en
. garde contre te qul nous paralt
constituer une ut! tion abusive
du christianigme & des fins
|| sanes. Nous appelons les chrétiens
‘et tous Iea hommes de bonne
volonté 4 so défler des mpa-
-gandes simplistes et A ten
comprendre toutes les parties m
présence, les laraéliens comme les
' Palestiniens, el- les Palestinfens
comme les lsrgéliens. Nous ne
rétendons pas apﬁtter de solu-
ion pol.l..iq palx ne peut
' gortir intéressés eux-~
* mémes, m:mau moins d'enve=
nimer la situation en cédant & Ia
. pss?lon sfénrg:mm de&:lne. s0us
quelque fo que cette passion
ge m'éaente.» i g ]

qm Volr u nom a-u 5 ot lo-u, ’

aof

" Upe" qun’ham:ie do‘pemunu ont
slgné cotte ddéclaration. Parmi elles
sflgurent MM, Plerre Dabosville, |-
+ A; Latrellle, X, Léon-Dufour; P. Lov= |
ngr J. Madsulg, I, Hmou. ‘n. Mehl. B
' u—l"'n l':',. L \' . .

@ Le Conseil national de I‘nmf-
tié judéo-thrétiennade France (1)

' & publlé Ye gon clé une mise en
garde qui‘ indique notamment :: |:
:t?e;gur?’mi u{'ant . o”&umu 1
Tgtl e PG orme |.
de l’anzla'g:m fsma. L'A.J. C.{E'. i

‘?l':m % it a

elle ne ca temps les
E“ or, dans l'an-

prodromes

tisionisme m,lutant. VAJ.C.F. voit

' réapparaltre soua cette nouvells

{amu. tantOt un antifudalsmae re-
tantdt un

igleuz ! $raditionnel,
antisémii mufonml. » :
" tll 88, mq de mrlona. Pnru (

:- A -

id I
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BACRGROUND MEMORANDUM ON AJC'S PARTICIPATION IN THE
JEWISH COMMITTEE ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

At the June 24, 1970 meeting of the Board of Governﬁra it was
voted unanimously to approve in principle the recommendation of the
Interreligious Affairs Commission that for ome year, on a trial
. basis, AJC join with the Synagogue Council of America and the World
Jewish Congress to form the International Jewish Committee on
Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC). At the same time the staff
was authorized to work out details that were still unclear and to
present to the Board of Covernors the completed agreement for final
approval. The unclear details inel.uded the setting up of procedures
for designating a chairman and other officers, a voting procedure,

a policy regarding the isMe of joint statements, the drafting
~of a budget, and such guarantees as would assure the preservation
of AJC's autonomy in programming with the Vatican and the World
Council of Churches. :

Since the June 24th Board meeting a consultation was held i:-a-
tween 1JCIC zmd the World Council of Churches in Lugano, Switzexlamd,
from October 27-30. Another consultation was held between IJCIC and
the Vatican Office for Catholic-Jewish Relatioms in Vatican City,
December 20-22. AJC took part in both meetings.

The WCC meeting was called for the purpose of anticipating

certain pressures that were expected to be exerted against the WCC
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General Assembly in Addis Ababa; January 10-21 by anti-Israel forces
from Arab and Afro-Asiasn representatives. It also was held as a
preliminary conversation ke with Arab Christians to ascertaina
whether the WCC could become a forum for establishing commmication
between Arabs and Jews. The Vatican meeting was regarded as of
major importance for at least two reasons: (1) the Vatican Office
on Catholic-Jewish Relations brought to the comsultation for the
first time repreéentatives from five major Pontifical Offices and
Congregations, two of which were in regular commmication witﬁ the
Muslim world and third world representatives; (2) the Vatican pro-
posed the setting up of a permenent Vatican-world Jewish steering
committee for the purpose of improving relationships between the
Catholi{..c Church and the Jewish people throughout the world and also
to ’i%ﬁd&amﬂm and Jews to work tbgather in facing common human
problems. A memorandum of agéémt: was drafted by the Vatican and
Jewish representatives which reflected the consensus of that meeting.
The Vatican xepxesswticis m&MMtiws indicated that they were
prepared to accept the terms of that agreement as drafted. (The
Jewish representatives, while indicating their support in principle
for acceptance of the document, suggested that they would have to
submit the memorandum for approval by their organizations).

It should be noted that the Jewish representatives felt that

the proposal for setting up such a Vatican-Jewish steering committee



w3 e
on a permanent basis was a historic development unprecedented in the
relationships bet:weenl both communities. The Jewish consensus was
that this afforded a unique instrument for commmication of Jewish
concerns on a very high level to the Vatican and because it
represented a range of Jewish religious and commmal bodies both
in Israel and in mh other parts of the world would be taken
seriously. |

A test of the value of this joint steering committee came about
when two days after the meeting the death sentences of two Jews were
announced by the Soviet Union. The Jewish representatives drafted
a telegram to the Pope asking for Papal and Vatican interventiom.
Zach Shuster, who stayed behind in Rome for several days, informed
us that the cable was brought directly to the Pope's attentiom and
that interventions were made immediately on a number of levels with
the Soviet Union. Since the setting up of the Vatican-Jewish
instrumentality received a great deal of pu'blicity,.' including a
front page story in The New York Times, the Interreligious Affairs

Commission felt that it would be useful to make this interim report

to the Board of Governors as a matter of information. It is the
present sense of the IAC that the vote in principle to take paxt

in IJCIC on a one year basis continues to have merit. The instruction
to the staff to work out the various details referred to above are

beingcarried out. HNo proposals are being submitted at this time
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in view of the fact that another natiomal Jewish agenc.y is seriﬁusly
considering joining IJCIC. Should it do so within the next period
of weeks all of these procedures wiil have to be considered anew
and therefore it is thought unwise to develop further procedures
now, Should the other Jewish body determine not to join by the

| enﬁ of January or early February, AJC will move to have these
procedures clarified in writing and will then submit thein to the
Board of Governors for its approval.



Synagogue Council Draft

CONFIDENTIAL

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

The following is a proposal for the organization of the International
Committee on Interreligious Consultations, for the consideration and
approval of the participating agencies.

1) The joint committee is to be composed of World Jewish Congress,
Synagogue Council and its constituent agencies, and American Jewish
Committee, Additional members can be added to the joint committee
with the aporoval of its present membership.

2) The purpose of the joint committee is to represent its constituent
agencies in relations with the World Council of Churches and with
Vatican agencies in consultations and conferences.

3) The policies and programs of the joint committee are to be deter-
mined by the full committee, each of its member agencies having an
equal voice. . : '

4) The joint committee is to operate through two offices - one to be
located atthe :headquarters of World Jewish Congress in Geneva, the
other at the Synagogue Council of America in New York.

All communications from the joint committee relative to the consulta-
tions are to be sent on the letterhead of the joint committee and not
on that of any of its constituent agencies.

Staff-responsibilities for the New York office are to be served by a
staff person designated by the Synagogue Council of America and a
second staff person designated by the American Jewish Committee.

The staff responsibilities for the Geneva office are to be served by
a staff person designated by World Jewish Congress. It is understood
that he is to work in closest cooperation with an overseas staff
person designated by the American Jewish Committee, and in the event
3'nai B'rith-Anti Defamation League joins the joint committee, with
an overseas person designated by B'nai B'rith-Anti Defamation League.

5) The joint committee will elect a chairman from one of its con-
stituent agencies. The chairmanship is to be rotated on an annual
basis.

6) Responsibility for the arrangement for the participation of rep-
resentatives from countries other than the United States will be:that
of the joint committee, with recognition of the special competence and
resources of World Jewish Congress in this area. The joint committee
will seek to facilitate and improve the process of international
participation.

70-700-19

Xk



) 7 Memo From : \/Se/\
‘- RABBI HENRY SIEGMAN
EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH. NEW YORK. N. Y. 10016 + (212) 686.8670

457
Dear Marc:
Enclosed are the materials I promised you along

with the final version of the agreement,

~

Warmest regards.
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"~ AT CARDINAL O'CONNOR'S

Bishop George W. Bashore
Bishop of Boston

United Methodist Church
5 o
Dr. Harold Bennett

Pres. and Treas. of Executive Committee

Southern Baptist Convention

His Eminence
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin
Archbishop of Chicago

Bishop Philip of Daphnousia
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese

Bishop Paul A. Duffey
Secretary- ;
Council of B1shops

Rev. Dr. Miltiades B. Efth1m1ou
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
of N. & S. America

Bishop William Frey
Episcopal Diocese of Colorado

His Eminence, Archbishop Iakovos

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of N.
& S. America

Rabbi Henry D. Michelman

Synagogue Council of -America

Ms. Candlce Mue]ler

The Lutheran Church —Mlséour1 Synod__;__‘,

Most Reﬁerend Franqis_J. Hugavero ,
Bishop of Brooklyn

His Eminence
John Cardinal 0'Connor
Archbishop of New York

Dr. B. Edgar Johnson
General Secretary
Church of the Nazarene

Rey. Dean M, Kelly

‘National Council of Churches

Dr. Jerry R. Kirk, President
National Coalition Against
Pornography

His Eminence

" John Cardinal Krol

Archbishop of Philadelphia

Robert Banks representative of
His Eminence, Bernard Cardlnal Law
Archbishop of Boston

Dr. Richard P. Lindsey
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints

Most Reverend James W. Maloﬁé'
Bishop of Youngstown

Dr. Billy A. Melvin,
Executive Director
National Association of Evangelicals

Dr.John H. White, Vice President
National Association of
Evangelicals

Bishop Clyde E. Van Valin-
Free Methodist Church of North
America

Rabbi Walter Wurzburger
Synagogue Council of America

Dr. Jack Stanton, First Vice Pres.

‘Southern Baptist Convention
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As religious leaders, we believe in the inherent dignity of each
human being. Created in God's image and likeness, the human person is the clearest
reflection of God's presence among us. Because human life is sacred we all have a
duty to develop the kind of societal environment that protects and fosters its develop-
ment. This is why we address a broad.rangé of life-threatening and life-diminishing
issues. These assaults on human 1ife and dignity are all distinct, each requiring its
own moral analysis and solution. But they must be confronted as elements of a larger
picture.

The particular purpose of today's meeting is to bring into clear focus a
major factor in the assault on“human dignity and the consequent dehumanization that
it promotes: hardcore and child pornography. The occasion of our cgathering is the
recently released Repoft of the Attorney General's Commission on Pornography. We
are in unanimous agreement that hardcore and child pornography, which is not protected
by the Constitution, is an evil which must be eliminated.

As religious leaders, our primary responsibility is to teach and motivate.

.He can and must help people understand the moral dimensions of the problem of hardcore

and child pornography and what their responsibility.is in this regard, while fully
respecting freedom.of express%on guaranteed by the First Amendment. In particular,
we wish to make it clear that we do not and will not advocate “"censorship". Our
understanding of censorship implies actions being taken againsf materials which are
protected by the First Amendment. Given the .information and motivation, people will
do what is necessary to affect public policy.

As teachers, we will do all in our power to proclaim the truth of humaﬁ
dignity and freedom, and to promote the God-given human values needed for the moral
health of our society.

The large gathering of religious leaders representing a broad spectrum
of the religious community at-today's meeting is an indication of the seriousness of
the problem and our commitment to addressing it. Today's meeting is the beginning
of an ongoing process which will facilitate greater cooperation on this vital issue
among religious bodies.

We hereby subscribe to this communique as responsible individuals and
religious leaders with the understanding that we do not necessarily speak for our
entire .constituencies.
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Consrituent Agencies: —
WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE MEMORANDUM

LTy -

March 23, 1952 -

TO: Members of IJCIC
FROM: Rabbi Henry Siegman

SUBJECT: Proposed Revised Procedures for IJCIC

1) The International Jewish Committee on Interrelxglous Consultations
(1JCIC) is to be composed of World Jewish Congress, Synagogue
Council of America and its constituent agencies, American Jewish
_Committee and B'nai B'rith-Anti Defamation League.

2) IJCIC is to serve as an instrument of its constituent agencies
in relations with the World Council of Churches and with Vatican

agencies in consultations and conferences.

3) The chairmanship of IJCIC is to be rotated among the constituent
. agencies, and will 'be held for a two-year-period. This arrange-
ment is to be reviewed in four years. The next rotation is to

ococur on September 1, 1972,

4) 1JCIC is to have two official addresses. The U.S5.A, address is
to be the Synagogue Council of America, and the European address
is to be the Geneva office of World Jewish Congress. :

5) The co-secretaries of IJCIC in the U.S.A, arg to be one person
each from SCA, AJC and ADL, The co-secretaries in Europe are
to be one person each from WJC, AJC and B'nai B'rith-ADL,

6) The policies and programs of IJCIC are to be determined by a
body comprised of representatives of each of the constituent
agencies.  This body is to be designated as the Steering Com-
mittee of IJCIC. Each of the four constituent agencies will
determine for .ditself the number of persons who will serve as
its representatives on the Steering Committee. Each of the
constituent agencies will have but one vote, and the policies
and programs of IJCIC require the consensus of its constituent

agencies,




7) Communications from IJCIC are to be sent on the letterhead of
IJCIC and not on that of any of its constituent agencies.
Internal communications to member agencies of IJCIC can go
over the signature of the SCA or the WIC staff person in
charge, All other communications must bear the signature
of the chairman of IJCIC or of the co-secretaries,

The letterhead of IJCIC should carry the U.S.A. and Geneva
addresses, the names of the constituent organizations and

the name of the chairman.

8) A staff Liaison Committee will have the responsibility of
- . meeting with parallel committees of the World Council of
»  Churches and of the Roman Catholic Church for the purpose
of planning joint activities, which require the approval
of the Steering Committee, The Liaison Committee will be
composed of one person each of WJC, SCA, B'nai B'rith-ADL,
AJC and the Israel Jewish Council for Interreligious Contacts.

9). Budget. The Synagogue Council of America will itself bear all
expenses incurred in connection with the administration of the

U.S.A. qffice of IJCIC, and World Jewish Congress will itself
bear all expenses occurred in the European office of IJCIC.
The constituent agencies of IJCIC will be responsible for the
expenses of their own representatives to all meetings of IJCIC,
The constituent agencies of IJCIC will share equally in all
common expenses, such as travel costs and honorariums of

. specialists and speakers, translation and secretarial ser=-
vices at international conferences, etc,
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Jnternational Jewish Committee
on Jnterreligions Consultations

-432 Park Avenue South | New York, N.Y. 10016 | Tel. 686-8670

1 Rue de Varembe | Geneva, Switzerland | Tel. 341-325

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES:

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS - ; -
SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

March 29, 1972

MINUTES OF LICIC MEETING
' March 23, 1972

PRESENT: Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg, Chairman
¥ Rabbi Balfour Brickner ..

s ~ jDr. Benjamin Epstein

: Rabbi Israel Klavan
Max Melamet
Rabbi Elkanah Schwarte
Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld
Rabbi Henry Siegman
Rabbi Marc Tanemnbaum

S F
I JOIRT STUDY WITH THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

Rabbi Henry Siegman reported that two of the four members of the
Jewish Study Committee, Prof., Emil Fackenheim and Prof. Uriel Tal
havé indicated that they are unable to attend the meeting in Geneva
scheduled for the week of April 24, Following consultations with

the Chairman, Rabbi Arthur Hertazberg and Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, he
invited Prof. Shemaryahu Talmon and Rabbi Daniel Silver of Cleveland,
who agreed to serve on the committee and to attend the Geneva meeting.

Rabbi Tanenbaum indicated that in his conversations with Rabbi Siegman
he had approved the names of Prof. Talmon and Dr. Lou Silberman. The
name of Rabbi Silver had not been mentioned. He indicated that while
he had no objections to Rabbi Silver, and does not now propose any
changes, he wishes to stress the principle that clearance with all

the participating agencies on such matters is essential, and that in
the future no such action be taken without full clearance.

Rabbi Hertzberg eyplained that the action was taken under great pres-
sure because Dr. Gerhart Riegner called from Geneva and pressed for
an immediate commitment., Both he and Rabbi Siegman agreed that no
exceptions should be made in the clearance policy.

Rabbi Balfour Brickner requested that the invitations be withdrawn,
since they were not cleared with his agency, and proposed the fol-
lowing names: Prof. Shemaryahu Talmon, Prof. Lou Silberman of
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Vanderbilt ®University, Rabbi Levy Olan of Dallas, and Prof. Ellig
Rivkin of the Jewish -Institute of Religion, in that order. His
suggestions were accepted by the committee.

It was agreed that the Jewish Committee should meet at least once
in the United States before the Committee convenes in Geneva. They
would meet shortly with members of our committee, and then by them-
selves,

I1 . JOINT COHHIT&SBS WITH YHE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rabbi Hertzberg reported om our earlier agreement to staff the study
on the role of people, land and faith with Prof. Zvi Werblowsky and
a person to be designated by Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchick, and the
Committee on Human;Rights with Dr. Gerhart Riegner, Rabbi Marc Tanen-
baum and Professor 'Lou Henkin, If Prof. Hemkin canmot accept, the
invitation would be extended to Prof. Milton Ronvitz.

It was agreed that these committees should be formally constituted
without futther delay, and that we notify the Vatican Office on
Catholic-Jewish Relations of these appointments.

II1  1JCIC PROCEDURES

Dr. Benjamin Epstein reported that B'mai B'rith-ADL has formally
decided to apply for membership in IJCIC, and that a letter to this
effect would be sent to IJCIC shortly.

Rabbi Siegman reported that am informal meeting of the heads of
agencies was held earlier in the week, at which the structure and
procedures of IJCIC were discussed., Rabbi Siegman was asked to
put these im writing and to circulate them to the constituency of

1JCIC. b,

Rabbi Balfour Brickner said that he considered this to be an ap-
propriate time to place before the committee a request that the
UAHC be given a geat on the Steering Committee. It was agreed
that this was a matter that should first be decided within the
Synagogue Council of America, and then submitted to IJCIC.
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April 3, 1972

Rabbi Henry Siegman
International Jewish Committee
on Interreligious Consultations
432 Park Avenue South

New York, New York

Dear Henry:

- Thank you very much for your prompt remission of the proposed revised
procedures for IJCIC. I believe that the first six points accurately
reflect our understanding. However, I have some guestions about the
last #hree points.

In phrasing point seven the way you did, I believe you missed the en-
tire thrust of our discussion. At our meeting, we recognized that on
a de jure basis, all members of the secretariat will be co-equal even
though on a de facto basis the co-secretary housed in the official
"address" of IJCIC would bear the greatest burden of work. We also
~agreed that we should make every effort to have as much of the corres-
pondence sent under the name of the Chairman rather than the secretar-
iat. 1In view of this, I would suggest that item seven read as follows:

7) Communications from IJCIC are to be sent on the letterhead
of IJCIC and not that of any of its constituent agencies.
Wherever possible, communications should bear the signature

of the Chairman of IJCIC. Where this is not possible, the
communication shall bear the signature of the co-secretaries.
However, when any member of the secretariat communicates to
member agencies of IJCIC, it need carry only his signature.

While we were inclined to agree that the IJCIC letterhead should carry
only the USA and Geneva addresses, the names of the constituent organi-
zations and the name of the Chairman, it was my impression that we
decided to hold off final judgement until we could examine what other
alternatives were available.

N



Rabbi Henry Siegman (2) April 3, 1872

Point eight represents our present understanding but we did, as I
recall, agree to explore the possibility of adding the European
secretariat., Perhaps this should be stated. In any event, I as-
sume that in addition to the five you mention, the Chairman of IJCIC
would also be a member of the liaison committee. This should be
made clear.

Finally, I would suggest - for the same reasoning expressed with
regard to point seven - that point nine read as follows:

9) Budget. Each constituent agency of IJCIC will bear
whatever expenses it incurs in connection with normal
office administration for IJCIC. They will also each be
responsible for the expenses of their own representative
to all meetings of IJCIC. They will share equally in all
common expenses, such as travel costs and honorariums of
specialists and speakers, translation and secretarial ser-
vices at international conferences, etc.

I trust these changes meet with“yoﬁr approval.
Best regards.

Cordially,

Bertram H. Gold
Executive Vice President
BHG : kh el
cc: Rabbi Irwin Blank _ ;
Ben Epstein , LTS -
Rabbi Arthur Herzberg . ;
Max Melamet '
Rabbi Joachim Prinz ;
Rabbi Marec Tanenbaum
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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM

THE FACUITY OF HUMANNITS

1T April, 1972

Dear Henry,

Thank you for your letter of March 28 cum lemo of
March 23,

I read and re-read the memo containing the proposed
revised procedures for IJCIC and feel that they are
reasonable ‘and fair enough, except for one point which
I am afraid I have to raise at this juncture, insisting

that a decision be taken on the subject,

According to §8 a representative of the Israel Jewish
- Council etec. will be a member of the Liaison Committee.
. This paragraph formalizes the de facto situation, It was
& situation which I accepted as long as IJCIC was, as
it were, in statu-gestationis viz., (to change my
metaphor) "running in"-._ Now that our proccdures are
being revised and put on a regular basis, I feel that
the: Israel group should have the regular status of a
. "constituent agency" as envisaged by §§1 and 2 of your
* memo, The argument that the admission of the Israeli
Group would open the door to other national (as distinct
from international) organizations doesn't hold water
since everybody agrees that Israel and the problems
regarding Israel have a special status in what is called
"World Jewry". To have meetings where over 50% of the
discussion is devoted to Israel or Israel-related probler
(Jerusalem, Arab refugees, People and Land, WCC and
their Fath-contacts etc, etc.) and then to have the
‘Israel representative as a kind of fifth wheel to the
cart is simply inadmissible. According to the present
draft the rotating chairmanship could never come to the
Israeli.member because =although member of the Liaison
Committe€- he does not represent one of the constituent
agencies of IJCIC. (No personal aubitions involved: by
the time the chairmanship will wéme to the Israeli
member my place will -hopefully- have been taken by
someone else). I have no strong fecelings on the subject
of an Israeli "co-secretary", but the time has now come
to formalize our stutus as a constituent agency.

Best regards and all good wishes,
Yours sincerely

R.J.2wi Werblowsky

Rabbi Henry Siegman,
TIOTC. New York.
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH_ * NEW YORIC, LY. 17310 - (212) 686-8670
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NATIONAL OFFICERS
' April 18, 1972

) % PFPresidem
) E..0bi Irving Lehrman

Fust Vice-Presigent
ol lrwin M Blank N
5 cond Vice-President p e
-~ uJoseph tvoksiein - Dr, Bertram H. Gold
. .--rs:-‘:oondmg Secrerary Executive Vice President -
‘ Rkl The American Jewish Committee
“‘veording Secretir . .
riaold H. Boswor ' 165 E‘FSt S6th Street
Treasurer New ‘»Yo I.‘k, BaX.
‘oses Hornstein 5
’
Dear. Bert: '

Many thanks for your letper of April 3,

T rmcutive Vice-President
-izpli Henry Siegman

. While I do not object in principle to your suggestion for paragraph
#7, I think we would be happier with wording that would incorporate
NATIONAL ADVISORY cOunciione of your own sentences: At our meeting, we recognized that on a
”f?zﬁgfﬁggxm de jure basis, all members of the secretariat will be co-equal even
Cikaitmae though on a de facto basis the co-secretary housed in the official
KA GO 'address' of IJCIC would bear the greatest burden of work." It is
a matter we will have to discuss further.

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONSL @8ree that point 8 represents our present understanding.

toahbimical Assemibiy
_‘. - cal Council ol America

2 ~lgrence ol American Rnblis
. I accept your rewording of paragraph #9.

:;:;x::ybw“ Finally, a matter we will still have to consider is the addition of |
iin the UAHC to the Liaison Committee. )

LT Yinedox Jewish Congregi
of Amernica

 Synsanquc ot Amerca Waprm personal regards.

Sincerely yours,

Rabbi Henry Siegman
Executive Vice President
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. Rabbi Henry SIEGHAN

& Synagogue Council of America

B 432 Parx Avenue South

E HNew York

5

3

o = LN B

¥ Dear Henry,

é Re : Proposed Revised Procedure for IJJIC

4

& I wish to acknowledge receipt of your memorandun of iiarch 23,

;ﬁ I would like to present some remarxs concerring Point 5. of your meno.

L 3 - - - -~ -

L We have never agreed in the past that there should be a group of co-Secretari
of IJCIC in the United States end eanother group of co-Secretaries in Burcre.
Our agreement in the past was that each of the constituent agencies was
entitled to appoint one co-Secretary. I believe this vrinciple should be
maintained, as it is the only one which can secure that we act as one group.

* ' If we would establish two groups, one in the United States znd

one in Europe, the WJC would have to a2tk to have one co-Secretzry as a meuber
of the American group. I believe however that such a chenge is not the righi
solution for the situation. Any establishcent of two groups of co-Secretarie
would create the question of who is to decide what, and who has’to have the
last word, ard in my opinion it would endlessly comuplicate our procedures.

I have not found any difficulty in the arrangecients which we have
had until now and I think they should be mzaintained. This does of course no:
prevent at all that I, for instance, should keep ir clcce touch with the re-
presentatives of the other constituent agences in Zurope.

FaT e

-
-+

“Please convey these views to the other constituent members.

With kind regards,
Sincerely yours,

ro

Sk S i

% Iy
|
* Gerhart . Riegner

U ReTATT T Wy
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Jutersiational Jewish Committce on Juterreligious Consultations

432 Park Avenue South [ New York, N.Y. 10016 | Tel. (212) 686-8670
1 Rue de Varembe | 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland | Tel. (022) 34 13 25

Constituent Agencics: —

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

May 26, 1972

‘ - 1JCIC MEETING
May 17,1972
'10:00 A.M.

Synagogue Council of America

’

PRESENT: . _ Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg - Presiding

Rabbi Solomon Bernards
Rabbi Balfour Brickner
Dr. Norman Lamm
Morris Laub
Rabbi Elkansh Schwartz
Rabbi Henry Siegman
Rabbi Solomon J. Sharfman
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
_ Dr. Shemaryyahu Talmon
“Rabbi Walter Wurzburger

.

Dr. Norman Lamm and Dr. Shemaryahu Talmon reported on the meetings of the
Scholars Committee that were held in Geneva the week of April 24.

There were two points that. received special emphasis. Some of the Christiams,
particularly Lucas Vischer, wished to single out the State of Israel as an
example of the ambivalence of nations. The position taken by the Jewish
committee was that within the context of a study of world community, Israel
may not be singled out in this manner. Its existence should not be con-
sidered more problematic than that of Bangladesh or any of the other third
world nationalisms. This is not to say, however, that the Jewish under-
standing of Israel's nationhood is not a legitimate issue for discussion
between IJCIC and the Woxld Council of Churches,

The second point that was made was that one member of the Jewish committee
was prepared to take up the issue of a Jewish theology of Christianity, a
question the Christian side is very much interested in.
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-In regard to this second point, Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg reaffirmed for the
record our formal opposition to any consideration of a Jewish theology of
Christianity. He stressed that with respect to the question of what is
and what is not discussable with the World Council of Churches, the
Scholars Committee is subject to the discipline of IJCIC. He thamked

the members of the Scholars Comnmittee for respecting this understanding.

With regard to the first point, Rabbi Henry Siegman observed that the in-
sistence by Lucas Vischer to give special attention to the case of Israel
should not be seen in a negative light, Indeed, it was IJCIC that had

taken the initiative in suggesting that an understanding of Israel in the
light of Jewish history and tradition be an impbrtant subject of our con-

versations.

Rabbi Harquanenbnum urged that the Scholars Committee not avoid the issue
of Israel.” He felt this wsas particularly important for political reasons,
since there. are enormous pressures on the World Council of Churches, as a
result of its Third World orientation and the insistent claims of Arab
Christians and its Orthodox constituency.

Drs, Lamm and Talmon agreed. They pointed out that they only objected to
the singling out of Israel as representing a very special problem in the
context of "Quest for World Communi:y i

t

The following schedule of meetings with the World Council of Churches was
proposed and approved: . §

'i) Jewish Study Group to meet the evening of December 9

< and the day of December 10,

b) The Joint IJCIC-World Coqpcil of Churches Study Groups
to meet the evening of December 10 and the day of
December 11..

P

¢) The larger consultation of IJCIC and World Council of
Churches to begin the evening of December 11 and run
through December 14.

Rabbi Hertzberg proposed that he designate the following to serve on the
Jewish Study Group: Prof. Emil Fackenheim, Prof. Norman Lamm, Prof. Uri
Tal, Prof. Shemaryahu Talmon, Prof. Lou Silberman. The suggestion was
moved by Rabbi Tanenbaum.and approved by the committee.

It was agreed that of the four subjectirequiring further investigation
by the Jewish Study Group, as described on page three of the "Joint
Proposals" document, we would invite Dr. Uri Tal to undertake the first,
Dr. Shemarygahu Talmon the second, Dr. Norman Lamm, the third, and a
committee composed of Prof. Lou Henkin, Dr. Gerhart Riegner and Rabbi
Marc Tanenbaum the fourth.
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Rabbi Siegman informed the committee that he had been called by Kurt
Naylor of the NCC asking that SCA host a meeting with Archbishop
George Appleton of Jerusalem and Dr. Johan Snoek, Director of the

WCC Committee on the Church and thg Jewish People. Archbishop Appleton
is visiting the United States in his capacity as Chairman of the WCC
Committee. Rabbi Siegman suggested that since they are coming on be-
half of the World Council of Churches, the meeting should be arranged
by 1JCIC rather than SCA. The date on which Appleton and Snoek are
available for such a meeting is Wednesday, May 31.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum suggested that a telegram be sent to Archbishop
Appleton inviting him to suggest an agenda. It was agreed that such

a telegram be sent over the aignature of the cthairman. It was also
suggested that, if possible, arrangements be made to enable Archbishop
Appleton to visit Jewish institutions in New York so that he may get
some impression of the vitality and character of -American Jewish life.
Morris Laub agreed to try to set up such visits.
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on Jntetreligions Consultations .

432 Park Avenue South | New York, N.Y. 10016 | Tc:f 686- 867()
I Rue de Varembe | Geneva, Suz:zerl'and,‘Tei 341—325 o

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES: i ;, i , ; 8
WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS . v e e
SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA ) L ' '

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE LS

’

’ i - . ‘ ‘June 1, 1972

* MEMORANDUM

.T0:  Members of LJCIC
" FROM: * Rabbi Henry S iggman
SUBJECT: Next Meeting

Enclosed please find the minutes of the March 23 and May 17 meetings
of 1JCIC. '

The next meeting of 1JCIC uill’éake.place on:
DATE: Thursday, June 22
TIME: 3:00 P.M.

PLACE: Synagogue Council of America
432 Park Avenue South

The first and major part of the agenda will be devoted to a discussion,
of the proposed organization and procedures of IJCIC. We will also
discuss the organization of studies with the World Council of Churches

and the Roman Catholic church.

..}"

Kindest regards.
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Y . memorandum

;f' to: | SCA Component of IJCIC June 1, 1972

£ from: Rabbi Henry Siegman

£ . .

i ¢ subject: Proposed Revised Procedures for IJCIC

F‘. . . t-

E ’ You received a memorandum from me, dated March 23, 1972, containing
E;_ proposals for revised procedures for IJCIC. We have since received
1% a number of comments, suggestions and criticisms. We are now re-
f" quired to take a formal SCA pesition vis-a-vis our partners in

£ 1JCIC (World Jewish Congress, American Jewish Committee, B'nai

¥ B'rith-Anti Defama¥ion League and the Israel component) with re-

=k gard to the suggested procedures.

??f I should like to make the following proposals for your consideratiom
e and approval:

1) Prof. Zvi Werblowsky from Israel has requested that the Israel
component be considered a formal comstituent of IJCIC. I sug-

gest that we support tlat request.

- -
oF

2) ' Paragraph #5 of the March 23 memo calls for three secretaries
-of IJCIC in the U.S.A, (represemting SCA, AJC and B'nai B'rith- '
ADL) and three secretaries in Eyrope (representing WJC, AJC g
and B'nai B'rith-ADL), On the basis of suggestions received

from Gerhart Riegner and Zvi Werblowsky I suggest this be re-

vised so that there be fivp secretaries, one each for the five

constituent bodles.

TTywW YT v - bl B
- [
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i'l'-.. ) ’
e 3) I suggest that we support the UAHC recommendation that a UAHC
representative sit as a permanent member of the Staff Liaison
Committee (paragraph #8 in the memo of March 23).

4) I suggest that we amend what is paragraph number 7 in the memo
of March 23 so that the letterhead of IJCIC carry the names of

the constituent agencies of the Synagogue Council of America.

-
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Please let me have your reactions to these proposals as soon
as possible. As you will see from the enclosed notice, we
have scheduled a meeting of IJCIC on June "22 which will be
devoted to a discussion of these procedures.

Kindest regards.

Ay

"’.'f'
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faded and/or illegible



JOINT PHOPOqALJ

In éécordance with a decision made by the Jewish-Christian Consultation held
.in Kugano in October 1970, whose major theme was "The quest for a world

communlty - Jewish and Christian perspectives", Jewish and Christian Study
: - Groups have been established and zet jointly in Geneva in April 1972. They

" have agreed upon the following proposals and present them as agenda for the

plenary meeting in the auturm of 1G72.

- The present world situation is characterized by increasing interdependence. Mass
corrunication from continent to continent bring close to us the concerns of

millions of people of whose existence we were hardly awarc before. Mass travel

helps us to become acquainted first hand with ways of life and "thinking which

Economic, technological and political

in the past'Were hardly known to us.
This

| developments draw the people of this world iore closely to one another.

deﬁelopment raises acutely the question whether mankind will be able to create a

world co@ﬁunity;hﬁich allows for life in Jjustice and peace.

‘The realtzation of such a new.order is not - optional. It is decisive for the

.

.future of the huwman race. "One world... more than n slogun. However,

, or none" 1is

the concept of“interdependence of mankind is ambivalent. It may hold ocut the

promise of new community;Bﬁt we also know from bifﬁé; experience that human
. institutions are not always unmixed blessings, no matter how noble the intentions

of their founders, and may even lead .to new conflicts of unﬁreccdcnted dimensions.

Groups can overreach themselves and destroy others. Nations can and do make war,

and one world may be dictatorial or soullcess.

When speaking of world dﬁmmunlty we do not thirk of an iwmposed unirorimity through ut,f

* _ the world - ideological, cultural, political and religious. We feel that»world \

community needs to be understood as community of communities. The identity of eac
group must not be extinguished, but each must find its place in the wider community

of communities. Only such a concept providés the hope for the development of a

human future in which individuals and groups will have their rights respected and
their dignity inviolatc,

The way to the realization of world community is barred by many obstacles. We

mention only a fow facﬁora which nced realistically be taken into account

-

< m



, 01d Testament.

1. The abdication of soecial responsibility by individuals.
The loss'of a scnsa-of'histérw*and continuity by contcmporary man.
The traumatic diminution of the scnsc of human dignity - man's meaning and

worth = in this technological cra, with the resultant breakdown in inter-

personal and intercommunal rclationships.

4. The division of the world by racism, competing power blocs and antagonistic

classes of the advantaged and the disadvantaged, such that the latter are’

nermancntly frozen in their deprivation with the only rccoursc being

rcvolutlon and soc1a1 upheaval.

It is 1mporativo that an two faith communities upplv themselves
The Jewish and Christian

in common to

dev1slng the ways and means of remedying these problems.
communities both are awarc of this challenge. They have in thce past not been

sufficiently sensitive and open to thosc outside their own circles. Yet we feel

that our world-views arc such that our communitics have to respond sympathetically

and creatively at this moment of history if they are to be true to their

respective heritage.
Thesc traditions arc specific for each faith community. Judaisz reverences the

Hebrey'Bible, but it is by no means restricted to it. Ir its long history, it drecw

upon the Bible and creatively applied its teachings to each generation and its

problems within a developing tradition. Thec matrix of Christianity is the Christ'

event, which is witncssed in the New Testament and cannot be undurstood without the

In the course of time, cach tradition has learncd to reinterpret
itself and reformulate its world view in critical responsc to hew phenomena,

conditions and challenges.
Starting from different points‘of origin, thc two heritages have yielded certain

understandings and ipsights that arc of the most crucial *1vn1f1¢dn¢g for human

history. Thesc concepts, not adequately realized hgrhtoroxc include the dignity

of man and his freedom, which issuc from his creation in the divine imagne, and his

responsibility for his fellow-man under Cod. It is our conviction that sush ideals
which our communitics sharc are deserving of renewed commitment and implementation
by the two of us as part of the human family for the betterment of all mankind.

It is up to us to create an atmosphere in our communities conducive to the

implementation of these principles in concert with othor fuith esmmunitie:s.
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e The two study groups agreed that the following are some of the subjects requiring

P further investigation by the constituent groups and the plenary conference. The
i E - first, third and fouxth subjects have not been considercd in depth because of lack

of time. The second has been discussed but the groups have not been able to reach

agreement on a common statement.

1. .We have used the terms "world community" and "community of communities" in

this paper. Thgse terus must be propcrlﬁ-defined and conceptually analyzed

‘before they are used in a final statement.

7 2. The dialectic relﬁtion of universality nnd particularity is differently

concelved by the two groups. These differcnces must be spelled out nnd

clarified.

How can we understand and work together with communities of other religion%}

and ideologies in their quest for a world community based on their own

)
\

resources ?

%
3

4. How can we contribute to the actualizing of the biblical teaching of social |
Jjustice in cooperation with communities of other religions and ideologies,

and in addition to, or in conjunction with, governmental and international

lfrﬂﬂ . agencies ?

W=
-
§

| Ei}lf”'Geneva,.May 1972. .
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w004 A Background Paper on the Situation 1n
: i the Hiddle East ;

' Introduction R o FYe o "

“'Both Arabs and Israelis speak of justice and peace. However, they
use ‘the words in different ways. Whilst the Arabs see peace in terms
" of justice (according to- their concepts) the Israelis see peace in
terms of security (according to their concepts).

We should réalise that, with the possible exception of the small
nunber who have managed to integrate into Israel, the Palestinian Arabs
feel a burning sense of loss. They believe that_the Jsraelis,; supported
by the Western powers, have deprived them of their home land, and mzde
them either refugees, or a subject people to alien colonists. The fact
that this is a gross over-simplification of the Paleatine/Israel problem
does not negate the fact that this is their feeling - and their feeling
is one important factor in the situation. In this feeling, they are
supported by the public pronouncement of all Arab States, and most
Muslim non-Arab States, although in fact it is rare for an Arab State
to put the interest of the Palestinians on the same level as its own
natural interests. Indeed, when these conflicted as they did in 1370
and 1971 in Jordan, the Jordanian government ruthlessly put down the
Palestine Liberation Organisation, and Egypt's principal intecest lies,
not in liberating Palestine, but in reopening the Suez Canal and in re-
eonqpering_the Sinai peninsula.
nd oo “Nevertheless, this senge of grievance, and indeed, dishonour make
the’ Arab governmenta unwilling to entertain direct talks with the
Israelis to find ‘a peaceful solution. A second result is that in the
U.N., the large number of Arab and Muslim States always ensure that U.N.
actions appear to favour the Arab cause and show lack of understanding
of the Israeli point of view (in most Middle East debates, Israel is
supported only the USA and occasionally by the United Kingdom). This
has the result of a disillusionmoent of Israel in the U.N., iuoludzng

ke possibility of -achieving peaceful terms through the United Nations
Mediator, Ambassador Jerring. Foo I A
V.‘ —

On thé other hand, there /are atill a gzaat numher of Jeuws in
Iorael who personally went tirough the holocaust of the Nazi period.
This ic, for them, unforgettable, and the more threatening
statements of Paléstinian and other Arab leaders are to them reminiscent

‘“of statements made by ihose respons;nle for the holocaust 30 years ago.
The military equipment and other support given by the Soviet. Union to
Egypt heightens this fea#) Thus it is understandabdble that most Jews in
“Iorael put security as number one objective, and equate security wit
military dominance, Roeidas the Ieraeclics who have OL. DV & LiS.oasisi
aimg, it is possible that others are unconsciously rationalizxna ex~
pansionist aims with these strong motivations fo¥ security.
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The Arabs alco have their deep feelings of 1nsecur1tv' they fear
Israeli's "imperialism" and conasider the very exiciance of the State
of Isracl as a s;mbol of Yestiern colonialism, especiall; as, to then,
the United States seews the main support of Israel.

There is practically no communication between the opposing parties,
the significant exception being the co-existence between Jews and Arabs
in pre-1967 Israel, which is now gradually spreading in the "adminis-
tered territories" - since August 1971 in Gaze as well as the West Bank
and Bast Jerusalen.

It is important to assess the situation realistically and to avoid
white as well as black myths. On the one hand, Israel is probably as

.enlightened an occupying power as any such power in the .world that is

ixying to control a, xeluctant population. Yet, it remains a foreign
dominating regime to the &rabs, who feel that they are ai best treated
as second class citizens. : : Lo s

i

While the Palestinians under Isracl control have to face a great

_1ncreane.1n taxation (the level of taxation in Israel is one.-of the -

highest in the world) yet the standard of living, particularly for
agricultural and. construction workers, aad more recently for those in-

_wolved in thg pilgrzmntour;st trada. wore than offsets this increase.

Nﬂlitally-eueak;ng Lha Israel‘ armj is now abla to control the

- "administered" arcas, lncluding the Gaza Strip, withoul serious dif-

ficulty, using a military pass system going back .to the days of the
British Mandate to restrain the movement of suspect Palestinians.
Israel has kept the Allenby Bridge open and commerce between Jordan

.and the West Bank and_ Gaza is .encouraged. It is expected that not

less than 150,000 Arabs,frpm,the outside will come to visit their
relatives in the Heat Bank during this sumner.

Yet feelin*s of fruatratmon and “qsentwert i~ the heart of the
Palestinian populatzoL in the occupied territory remain deep, and

.. find a new focus each time an,K Israeli settlement is established in the

occupied areas - which is tah;ng place not: only in West Bank and at
the south end of the Gaza Strip, but also in the Sinai peninsula on
the route to Sharam es Sharif. ﬂnrcover, Israeli officizle have not
alveys shnun sufficient understanding for sensitivity on the part of
those who lack freedom and self—determ;nat;on and whose dzgnity is
hurt. s :

. X

-‘:_.T.:J‘Jij'." : = e

What concreto steps and nrocesses u;thzn our rcalxstic possibili-

'ties couls be promoted? (eo.f. CCIA efforts to assist menber churches

in the field of human rightsj..... "To act in concrete ways on
specific aspects of human rights contributes to change in the direc-
tion, of their 1mp1ementation ") . & -

"‘.l-q

a)f'Wé_Ehohld try to imprcve - wvherever and whenever poésibleﬁ;.¢he
cultural educational and economic position of Arabs under Israeli rule.
Therefore, we should see what can be done regarding the educational

.Bysten for Arabs within Israel; we should investigate whether Arabs
" are permnitted to secttle in Jerusalem; we should press for core hcusing

facilities for the Arab nopulation in Jerusalem; we should watch the
situation in the Gaza Strip for example, the rights of the Bedouin.

B . . ol

(.
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b) e should continue to .be on the alert regarding any possible con-
tribution to reconciliation. e should support any steps or propusals
which seem to have any” possibility” of leading to setilement.

¢) Ve must realise that a major obstacle towards beginning negotia-
tions on settlement lies in the fact that the Israelis wanv direct
negotiations with the Arab governments, while the Arab governments -
are unwilling to negotiate excepl through a mediator. As long as the

0.V, persists in the Jarring Hission we should give it our support.

We ‘should, however, try %o open, in an informal way, lines of

communication between persons of boih confllctlng parties.

At present the Arabs are in general prepared to meet only vith

", those Israelis:vho’ are in principle willing to dismantle the present

"Zionist structure of the State of Israel". This amounts to vreaching
to the already converted. Moreover, despite the fact that the Pales-~
tinian organisations have moved greatly in the direction of recognising
the rights of all Israelis ai present in the country to be there, it

is still not clear whether there is a real intention on the part of the
Palestinians to grant the Israelis the same right of self-determination
that they claim for themselves. We should continue to try to bring
together individuals who are trusted by their own establishment, yet
are able to lock critically at the policy of their own country. Per-
haps it is possible to organise confidential meetings between Jewish
and Arab socialists or "educationalists". We hope that Christian
Arabs will meet Jewish Israelis at the WCC/Jewish leaders consultation
in December of this year. Though we should not over-estimate the im-
portance of such a meeting, every meeting is of value in the present
situation.)

d) Ve should try to overcome the ongoing pg}arization betwveen Chris—

tians regarding the Middle East situation; we can make little con=-

tribution to reconciliation unless we z2re reconciled teivzen cuTrseives,
hence attempts should be made to bring Christians of different view-
points on the Middle East situation together so that we may discuss
between ourselves and come to understand the different standpoints of
Christians - those outside the diddle Bast as well as those cof the
Middle East.

HOW should we leen in touch with the situvation so as to know when and
in wvhat way we can act?

First of all we should strengthen our communication with people
on the spot who can do some investigation and keep us informed. After
they and others have given us all the information necessary to present
a certain case strongly, we should raise it in the context of dialogue/
information/questions, rather than by raising an accusing finger. e
should be particularly careful to av01d overstating the case of either
side,

WHIH chould we consider action?

When we have sufficiently -complete information on an issue of
principal importance, and when action on our pait might improve the
situation. (e.g. the unilateral "unification" of Jerusalem under
Israeli- xule is a matter of principal importance, condemned by the
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United Wations and bitterly resenied by international Chrisiian bodies
as well as by most of the local Christians. Hevertheless, it is not an
issue that it would be helpiul to raise at this time, since the pos=-
gibility of any actioun oi the Churches changing that situation is nil,
and the resentuent on the Israeli gide at our raising it would be great.
The provision of housing, education, nernits to reside, to non-Jews in
East Jerusalem, is however a matter of great 1nporbance, and an iasue
that we might raise with some success. )

BY HHOH and WITH YWHOM should we act?

1. General issues can sometimes be vaised in the context of both
Jewish~Christian and Moslem-Christian dialogue.

2 Speclfic minor cases can be! discussed by CCIA with the relevant
ambassador in Geneva. SR -

3. LEventual Epeclflc magur cases should be raised by a WCC delegation
to the relevant guvernmenu and countrv

=1

11th July 1972*.

% i.e. BEFORE TEE RECENT EVENTS CONCERNING EGYPT AND THE
SOVIET UNION.
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MNOUVELLES CHRETIENNES D'ISRAEL

S ' ninTn 1TIvn
el L MINISTRY OF RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS

; MINISTERE DES AFFAIRES RELIGIEUSES

12-1

Jerusalem
17 July, 1972

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum
American dJdewish Committee
165 E. 56th Street

New York, New York

U.S.4,

Dear Marc,

I have not heard form you for some time but trust
that all goes well.

Enclcsed please find the text of a letter by the
Catholic Bishops of the Holy Land to the Catholic
Bishops of the United States, for your perusal.
You may well have seen by now.

I would be most interested to know your reaction.,.
With best regards,

Sitferely yours,
Qf\_’q\/
Dr Y. Malacéhy

Director - Dept, of
Information to Christians



ETTER AIRJSS?& 5Y THE CATHCOLIC RIESEQOPS O TID HOLY

LAXD TO TUE CATHOLIC BISIGES OF T UNITED STATTS_ .

On the eve of the International Day for Pezce, aided tiirough the
charity of Christ, and affected by thg unhapry conditien of so nony
" men and wome in the Holy iLand, who, for mzny years, heve sullered
in coul and body, we, the Catholic Zishope of this couniry conzider
ourselves in 2 situation which leads us 1o share in & very special
fashion, the feelings of those who, around tie world, sufier
similarly and cry out their hunger *nd thirst for jus.ice zrd poacce.

Thiz is why we feel the rizat ard the 0011" tion to aduaregs ourseives
to ocur Christian brothers and to all men of good will., '

Iz pariicular, we appeal io jyou, our orozhe"s the Bish oprs of the
United Siates of fmerice, and, th"ough gour imtermediary io your
~cempatriets, for the power that your $gunﬁxy helds, and its influence
"in our regicz, impose upoa you ( the task; of working without Celay

irect Tachioz, 10 ensurs juut‘ce and peace in the lioly land.

£2.

and ia a

_Ia accordance with ihe seaching of

]

thg ccornd Yatizzn Council we firsly

reject tiae recourse io war as & neans of resolving conflicts,
4

Because of our **abxc gxperience we wish, mere than zay others, io ssc
Lo

realized ihe appeal dizscied by zhe 'k o‘v Pather t¢ tho United Failons;

" Yo more war'. Thig iz why our czy cnme to you &s ihe voice of cur

a

conscience and erm iheo ‘depth of our d.s»resch kearis.

Ie s

“1e Our pcople has already sulf fered too much from the resulis ¢f she
war. The coniinucl and unhaziy c»n-llcts which have desiroyed
and once again thrcaten to dest‘cy our countiry have czauscd tke
sucritfice of too many lives; the dispessession of toc many

families from their nhiomes and lande, living witrout hon
The luck of Daace and ever present threzt of wer arc an ctsiacle to
.
the paace whicy 2e il decire and keep us in continunl anxicty,
4

Frem lke boiion of our hearis we beg of you to understand our

. . s i i .
situation and to work without relaition for = Just and honourable
sclution which may sateguard the rights and legitimate acrirstions -

ancd in cornseguence ihes hwean dignity- of #ll tkoss invelived in <his'

" conflict.

ouf2
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In particular, we strongly demand thut the rightc of ihe razlestine

refugees be effectively recognised; ihat is 0 say itzail they

have th2 possibility if returning 1o their homec and recovering
their properties, or, if they prefer, of roceiving compensaiicn,

L]
e are fbrmly cenvinced thazt in our couniry, 2g in yours, where
different communities moke up the whole, that an efficacicus
scluticn can not be obtained by a unilateral conception leading
necessarily to the demination of cone single ethnic group. Only &
sans pluralism in ihe nolitical,culturel; eeconcmic, and religious
fields favouring full understasding ond rarmoaious collizbaration
tetween etnnic groups, will zive ic each one of uz, aad 10 ali the
ninorities, the poseibility of a fully humen development allowing -

ez2chi one 1o make hig oun contribution in a country chared oy 2ll.
Cnly a pluralism taus expericzced can. avoid the intolerance which
renders coéxistence impossible in the political and culiural fields,

and in the field of religion, puts a sitop to ary ecumenic relationshiyg.

He, Catﬁolic Bichops of the liand of Chricst, draw your particular
attontion to the sitauatidn in Jernszelm. This toun, witn its
sacred cparacter, and filied with cn undying significauce, dear
to the hearts of Chrigsiians; Huslims and Jeus, shouid e the
spiritual summit for their enmceunicr with Cod. Jeruszlem ie a
cigr of Lhope, of unity, and cf peace. A4As z meeting poirt for the
nuliipiicity of ri¢his and confliciing interesis it should be ihe

Town of Reconciliation.

In order that this idea may bs rezlised we earnesily reguest thatl

the Loly Citf be granted an uniernational ctatus, in conformity
\M__——Li——_——_—ﬂ-.’__

with ihe Tasolutionz of the Urnited ¥ations and in foifiliment the
e = 4
declarations of Fope Faul VI. Crly in this way car Jerusalenm

preserve its sacred supra-—naticnal, and universel charzcier.

sl 3



- For this reason the setilment of populatior and urtanisation
rlans can not be impoced as ic done at present. This upsets

the equilibrium of ethnic groups and of three religions..

The coentinual injusticas imposed upon the people and the
unstable situation of Jerusalem and the Holy Lanéd
constituie @ conciznt threat te pezce not only in this

‘rezion dbut in the entire world.

P ) . i Y ‘s
“"If you wish for peace work for justiceg". Thiz theme,
\
cnoser by Pepe Tzul VI for ine #ifin lnternaiionzal Day

ror Feace sums up and explains our call.

We hsve no other aim and we search for rothing dut pecce in
Jjustice for the inhebitanis of the Holy Land, whether they
be Christinns, koclems, or Jews, for =1l are children of

the One-Faﬁhgr and egqual in his love,

o

Giscomo CGiaseprze Beltritti
Latin Patriarch of Jeruszlenm

iilarior Capucy
Creek Cathelic Faireiarchzl Vicar — Jerusazsnm

Toussel Raya
Arczbishop of Galilee {Greek Cutholic)

. Mazna Kalézny _
Auxilary Bishop (Latin)

Fo Privinie Roncari v.f.m.

Custodian of the Holy Iand.

{ Tex
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on Jnterreligivis Consultations. .
432 -Park Avenue Sam:h.l'N('u York, N.Y. 10016 | Tel. 686-8670
| Rue de Varembe.n‘benwa Switzerland | Tel. 341-325

CONSTITUENT AGENCI Esé 2
Nt
WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS ™~
SYNAGOGUE, COUNCIL OF AMERICA
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
August 7, 1972

. MEMORANDUM

LR - = eyt A i ; ) - 7 \

TO: Members of IJCIC
_FRqu Rabbi Henry Siegman

SUBJECT: IJCIC Meeting ;

I convened a meetlng’of key IJCI(;; staff people in my office on
Friday: Marc Tanenbaum for American Jewish Committee and Solomon
Bernards for B'nai B'rith-ADL. Max Melamet is out of the country.

‘The purpose of the meeting was to follow up on- the plans that i
were made for-joint studies with the World Council of Churches . i
and-the Vatican at the last meeting of IJCIC on May 17, 1972.
(I refer you to a memo containing the minutes of that meeting

dated June 1).”

. 1 ;
With regard to the World Council of Churches Joint Study, our 1
Committee of Scholars had delineated four subjects which require X
further investigation.. At the May 17 meeting it was agrgéd that
Uri Tal would. be_asked to work on the first subJect a defihition f
and conceptual analysis of the terms "world communlty and "com- "' -- .- :
munity of communities''; Shemaryahu Talmon on a clarificdtion of
the dialectic relation of universality and particularity and the
difference between Jewish and Christian conceptions; Norman Lamm
on how we can understand and work with communities with other re-
ligions and ideologies in our quest for world community; and a
comuittee composed of Gerhart Riegner, Marc Tanenbaum and Dr. Lou
Henkin on actualizing the biblical teaching of social justice.

-

We agreed that Lou Silberman, who attended the April meeting in
Geneva, be asked to join with Uri Tal in collecting information
needed for the first subject.

h o
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1JCIC
August 7, 1972
page 2

We agreed that staff people should undertake responsibility for
seeing to it that each of these four investigations be completed
in time. Henry Siegman assumed responsibility for the first and

" third; Solomon Bernards for the second and Marc Tanenbaum for

the fourth,

Max iMelamet will be asked to assume responsibility for the Joint
Study with the Vatican on 'Land, Faith and People' to be prepared
by Zvi Werblowsky and Walter Wurzburger, and Marc Tanenbaum agreed
to assume responsibility for the Vatican Study on Human Rights.

We agreed that the scholars should be informed that the committee
will reimburse whatever expenses they will incur in connection
with the work they have agreed to do for us.

For each of these studies, the target date for the first draft
is October 15, and for the final draft November. 15.

Gerhart Riegner has suggested that the meeting with the World
Council of Churches (December 9-14) be held in Nice, and the
meeting with the Vatican (December 18-20) be held in Marseilles,
primarily because the weather in Amsterdam, the location origi-
nally suggested for these meetings, can be very unpleasant at
that time of year. We agreed to accept Dr. Riegner's suggestion.

. A - -
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) UORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
f . : Policy Reference II
; ; : : A Utrecht, Netherlends
. . - Rugust 13-23, 1972

s

" Document No. 14

THE_MIDDLE EAST Rt
S e A _ .

Thé Centrel Committee of the World Council of Churches continues to
‘expfeas its deep concern for the unsettled situstion in the Middle
‘Eest. ' '

. . =

R

Ue would renew the expression of our enxiety ahnug an explosive
situation which continues to threaten the pesace of the world.
' We reaffirm our besic attitude as expressed in our stetement in
- centerbury 1969 end urge the churches to exert ell possible influ-
ence for the implementation of the principles of that statement.

We once more pray and express our esgsr concern for e just, speedy
and peeceful solution of this cruciel ecnflict.

. - 3 - G ,-‘ B ‘-- ."-.
Ly send e o8 - 8 i 5 . r
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Juternational Jewish Committee
on Juterreligions Consultations

432 Park Avenue Sourh.! New York, N.Y. 10016 | Tel. 686-8670
I Rue de Varembe [ Geneva, Switzerland | Tel. 341-325

v iy Lt e
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A CONSTITUENT AGENCIES :

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

August 16, 1972 ;
\/7‘1/’
MEMORANDLUM q lj,
S e oy e = " sewaeis s T ' . :;"
: TO: Rabbi ‘Marc ‘Tamefibaum = . - =37% ! .. - . - ' R B

Rabbi Solomon Bernards : i
Max Melamet ; -

FROM : Rabbi Henry Siegman

SUBJECT: Next Meéting

At our last meeting we agreed to meet on September 13 at
2:30 P,M, to review the progress we will have made by

then with our various assignments. It turns out that the
13th is not a good day for me. A meeting of our Executive
Committee has been rescheduled for that day. I could make
it on the 12th Qg the l4th at 2:30, if one of these two days
ent for the fest of you.

etary will call you to clear the date.

et

indest regards.

o | Tﬁ%@

TSR

-
-~

4TI T,



NATIONAL COMMISSION

SEYMOUR GRAUBARD
Kational Choirman

DORE SCHARY
HENRY E. SCHULTZ
Hanarary Chairmen

DAYID A. ROSE
Chairman, National
Executive Commitlee

LEONARD L. ABESS
HARRY BRANBT

JACK A. GOLDFARE
JACOB K. JAVITS
PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK
GUSTAVE L. LEVY
LEON LOWENSTEIN
ROBERT R. NATHAN
ABRAHAM A. RIBICOFF
CHESTER H. ROTH
WILLIAM SACHS
KELVIN H. SCHLESINGER

Henorary Vice-(halrmen

JOSEPH COHEN
CHARLES GOLDRING
PAUL H. SAMPLINER
NORMAN J. SCHLOSSMAN
THEODORE H. SILBERT
MRS. HARRY STRAUSS
Yico-Chalrmon

MAXWELL E. GREENBERG
Vica-Chairmon, National
Exacutive Committos

BENJAMIN GREENBERG
Honarary Treasurer

RICHARD M. LEDERER, JR.
Treasurer

JACK Y. BERMAN
Assistont Treasurer

EDWARD GOLDEERGER
Secrotary

JOHN L. GOLDWATER
Assistant Secrotary

BEMJAMIN R. EPSTEIN
Hationak Director

DAVID M. BLUMBERG
President, B'noi B'rith

RABBI BENJAMIN M. KAHN
Executive Vica-Prosident

B'nai B'rith

MRS. NATHAN HOLSTEIN
President, B'nei B'rith Women

ARNOLD FORSTER
General Counsel

.
STAFF DIRECTORS

0SCAR COHEN
Program

SEYMOUR FACHER
ADL Appeal

ALEXANDER F. MILLER
Community Service

1. HARD'LD SAKS
Administration

LESTER 1. WALDMAN
Orgonization and Planning

Cable Address: ANTIDEFAME

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF B'NAI B'RITH
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Avgust 16, 1972

Rabbi Henry Siegman ‘

Synsgogue Council of America
432 Park Avenue South
New York, New York 10016

Dear Henxry:

In connection with your memorandum dated August 7th concerning
the August Uth IJCIC meeting, the minutes should be amplified to
include the following considerations:

(1) It wes suggested by Marc Tanenbaum, to which you sgreed,
that B'nai B'rith-ADL be asked to become e partner in both the
World Council of Churches joint study of the fourth subject, i.e.,
"actualizing the Biblical teaching of social justice,” and the
Vatican joint study on human rights. I agreed to teke this up with
B'nal B'rith-ADL and to come up with the necessary recommendations.

(2) The third parsgraph on page 2, deeling with the reim-
bursement of expenses by scholars, should have been much more
specific. You reported that Doctor Talmon has asked for a five
bundred dollar ($500) allocetion for secretarial expenses, and
indicated that in fairmess to the other scholars, who like Doctor
Telmon, were not receiving eny honoresria for their work, would -
need secretariel help in drafting their papers, that IJCIC part-
ners bear the expenses incurred by each scholer up to the amount
of five hundred dollers. This may run into $3,000-$4,000, and
it seems to me that 211 of the participants to this venture should
be clear as to the finencial implicetions of this undertaking.

With all good wishes,

Rabbi Solomon S. Bernards
Director - - oo .
Department of Interreligiocus
Cooperation
SSB:ms
ce: Benjamin R, Epstein
Rabbi Benjamin Kehn
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
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Juternational Jewish Committee on Juterreligions Consultations

432 Purk Avenne South | New York, N Y. 100161 Tel. (212) 686-8670)
I Rue de Varembe [ 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland [ Tel. (022) 34 13 25

Consrituent Agencics: —

WORLD IEWISH CONGRESs
SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

August 18, 1972

MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of IJCIC

FROM: Rabbi Henry Siegman

SUBJECT: Addendum to Memorandum of August 7

The report of the meeting of August 4 inadvertently omitted ovur agree-
ment that B'nai B'rith-ADL be asked to designate a person to work on
the fourth subject in the World Council of Churches joint study, i.e.,
"actualizing the Biblical teaching of social justice." We also dis-
cussed the desirability of a B'nai B'rith-ADL person joining in the
Vatican study on human rights, However, this will require further
consideration, since the number of appointments to the two Vatican
studies (two Jewish scholars and two Christian scholars for the 'land,
faith and people' study; three Jewish scholars and three Christian
scholars for the human rights study) were the result uf a specific
agreement with Vatican representatives.

With regard to the reimbursement of expenses incurred by the scholars,
I reported at the August 4 meeting that Shemaryahu Talmon had asked

for a $500,00 allocation to cover his expenses. We, of course, have

no way of knowing what the expenses of the other participating scholars
will be, but they may run into several thousand dollars.

Kindest regards.
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August 25, 1972

Dr, Shmaryahu Talmon
Department of Biblical Studies
Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Shmaryahu:

, I trust that your return trip to Israel via the Orient was a
wonderful experience for you and your family, and that by now you,
are more or less settled in your home environment.

I attended a meeting of the IJCIC planning committee, where
we discussed the forthcoming IJCIC-World Council of Churches meeting,
and plans for the papers to be presented at the joint conference in
December,

I undertook to be the person who would be in touch with you con=-
cerning your drafting a paper on "The dialectic relation of universal-
ity and particularity as differently conceived by Jews and Christians".
I am of course quoting from the Joint Proposal paper on page 3.

The time table for the development of your draft, as well as the
others, is as follows: the first draft should be ready by October 15,
and the final draft by November 15. It is suggested that the manuscript
should be from 12 to 15 pages in length.

For your information, the meeting with the World Council of Churches
will be held in Nice on December 9-1h; and the meeting with the Vatican
will take place in Marseilles on December 18-20,

If I can be of any further help to you, please keep in touch.
All the best for a Shanah Tovah to you and your family,

Sincerdly,

&y
Rabbi Solomon S. Bernards, Director
Department of Interreligious Cooperation

SSB/jg

cc: Rabbi Benjamin Kahn
Benjamin R. Epstein
Rabbi Marc Tannenbauﬁv
Rabbi Henry Siegman
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Constituent Agencies: —

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
SYNAGOGUE OUNCIL OF AMERICA
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

October 9

MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of IJCIC
FROM: Rabbi Henry Siegman

SUBJECT; Enclosed Materials and Next Meeting

"
[

At the last meeting of IJCIC, I was asked to distribute to
all members of the cqogmittee copies of all correspondence
relating to the proposed revision of 1JIC.

Enclosed please find:

1) A memo dqted March 23 cpntaining proposals
that were made at a meeting of heads of
agencies.

2) An exchange pf crrespondence between myself
and Bert Gold, pertaining to the March 23

mmo -
3) Letters from Zvi Werblowky and Gerhart Riegner

4) An SCA memo to its own representatives on IJCIC.:

Blepse be advised that the next meeting of IJCIC will take

place: Ww D 5
DATE: Momtay, November-}3, 1922

TIME: -2+30-B.M, /> T —

PLACE: Synagogue Council of America
432 Park Avenue South (between 29th and 30th Streets)

The major subject of this meeting will be the proposals for the
restructuring of IJCIC,

" Kindest regards,



AGENDA (Tentative)

Joint Consultation of the
International Jewish Committce on Interreligious Consultations
and the World Council of Churches

Monday, December 11, 1972 (ilont Blanc Room)

Co-Chairmen: Stanley Samartha and Marc Tanenbaum
9.30 a.m. I. Presentation by Lou Silborman of Precis Jewish Papers

a) Particularity and Universality -
by Shmaryshu Talmon

b) Followship and Community - by Uri Tal

II. Presentation of WCC Precis
a) The Concept of Community by Aaron Tclen
b) Particularity and Universality by Rudolph Wcth

III. Presentation of Precis of
a) The Quest for World Community by Norman Lamm
b) Working Together with Other Religions
by Kristar Stendahl
12,30 - 2,30 p.m. — Luncheon

2.30.- 5,00 p.m, Precis of WCC Papcrs

a) The Biblical Doctrine of Social Justice
by R. Hartin-Achard

b) The Biblical lMatrix and Social Responsibility
by André Dumas

6.00 p.m. JOINT STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING

8.30 p.m. PLENARY SESSION

Opening by two Chairmen: Archbishop Appleton
Zwi Werblowsky

Roll Call
Welcome by Philip Potter, General Secretary of WCC
PARTICULARITY AND UNIVERSALITY

Paper by Shmaryahu Talmon
Paper by Rudolph Weth
Discussion
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Tuesday, December 12, 1972

9030 Selle

12,30 p.m,.

2.30 p.m.

3945 = 5-30 D.0.
6.90 p.m,

8,30 p.m,

Wednesday, Decoember

SECOND SESSICN —~ THE CONCEPT OF COMMUNITY

Paper by Uri Tal
Paper by Aaron Tolen
Discussion

Luncheon

THIRD SESSICN ~ THE QUEST FOR WCORLD COMHUNITY

WITH OPHER RELIGIONS

Paper by Kristar Stondahl
Papor by Norman Lamm
Discussion

Dinner

FOURTH SESSION ~ SOCIAL JUSTICE

Paper by Robert Martin-Achard
Paper by André Dumas
Discussion

13, 1972

9.30 a.m,

12,30 p.m.

2,30 p.m.,
to 5.30 p.m.

6.00 p.m.
8.30 p.m.

PIFTH SESSION - CURRENT ISSUES AND THFORMATICH

Presentation by Goerhart M. Riegner
Prosentation by Johan Snock

FUTUR? PLANS FOR STUDY
Iuncheon

SIX SESSION - CURRENT ISSUES AND INFORMATICN
Discussion

Dinner

SEVENTH SESSICN -~ CURRENT ISSUZS AND INFORMATION
Discussion

Thursday, December 14, 1972

| 9.30 a.m.

12.00 noon
‘ 2,30 - 4.00 p.m,
4.00 p.n,

EIGHTH SESSICN - JOINT CONCENSUS DOCUMENT

Further discussion of current issues (if necessary)
Iuncheon
JOINT CONCENSUS DOCUMENT

Adjournment




Juternational Jewish Commitice
on Jnterreligions Consultations

432 Park Avenue South | New York, N.Y. 10016 | Tel. 686-8670
1 Rue de Varembe | Geneva, Switzerland | Tel. 341-325

CONSTITUENT AGEMCIES:

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

May 2, 1973

MEMORANDUM

TO: Rabbi Solomon Bernards
Rabbi Balfour Brickner
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
Prof. Zvi Werblowsky

FROM: Rabbi Henry Siegman

SUBJECT: Proposed Letter to Msgr.Moeller

I received a call from Gerhart Riegner in Geneva this afternoon, and
conveyed to him the various suggestions that I had received for changes
in the letter drafted by Balfour Brickner. Riegner told me that the
letter, incorporating the changes, would be delivered in Rome by hand
tomorrow, the last day Contenson will be in Rome before he leaves for
a trip abroad.

Gerhart asked me to convey to you that he had been in touch with Zvi
Werblowsky, who fully supported the communication to Moeller,

Kindest regards.




v e

gt e fhage. i s

e it e i it i P

B sy

Jnternational Jewish Committee on Jnterreligions Consultations

432 Park Avenue South | New York, N.Y. 10016 | Tel. (212) 686-8670
I Rue de Varembe | 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland | Tel. (022) 34 13 25

Consriruent Agencies: —

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

May 3, 1973

CONFIDENTIAL

Rabbi Balfour Brickner
Rabbi Solomon Bernards
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

I3

FROM: Rabbi Henry Siegman

I received the following information from Gerhart Riegner by transatlantic
telephone this afternoon.

Fritz Becker showed a draft of the proposed letter to Moeller to Fr. Contenson.
Contenson suggested the following relatively minor changes: (1) that the letter
be addressed to Cardinal Willebrands rather than to Moeller; (2) in the third
paragraph, page 2, the word "independent" be changed either to "separate' or
"distinct." (Since Marc Tanenbaum had objected to ''separate," which was con-
tained in the original, Gerhart opted for "distinct'); (3) remove the word
"only" from the fourth paragraph, page 2.

Riegner told me that from what Contenson told Becker, it would seem that
Contenson has been severely reprimended for having divulged to Becker the
existence of a letter from Cardinal Villot approving the proposed Guidelines

on Catholic-Jewish Relations. Apparently, Contenson's superiors were terribly
upset about this, fearing the possibility of a scandal. (They seemed to be
particularly afraid that the information get to Rijk). Becker assured Contenson
of the absolute confidentiality of the information, and that it had not been
shared with anyone, This means neither Contenson nor any other official of the
Christian Unity Secretariat may know that we have in fact been given this infor-
mation. '

Gerhart was terribly concerned that there be no slip-ups on this, particularly
when Contenson will visit the United States later this month.

Kindest regards.
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. Juternational Jewish Committee on Juterreligions Consultations

432 Park Avenue South | New York, N.Y. 10016 | Tel. (212) 686-8670
I Rue de Varembe [ 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland | Tel. (022) 34 13 25

Cun?ri:uent Apgencies: —

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE May 4, 19,?3.

His Eminence

Cardinal Jan WILLEBRANDS

President

Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity
Citta del Vaticano

Your Eminence,

In earlier conversations with Father Jerome Hamer, lgr. Moeller
and other members of the Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee, we discussed a needed
re-structuring of the formal relationship between the Catholic Church and re-
presentatives of world Jewry. You and your colleagues already know of our satis-—
faction with the recent progress made toward establishing an organized framework
for this on-going relationship. However, we have also repeatedly pointed out the
one aspect of this relationship which has troubled us end concerning which we
hope some rewedy 1wight be found.,

According to the Apostolic Constitution "Regimini Ecclesiae"
' Art. 94, the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity is described asz being
competent with regard to questions relating to the Jews under the religious
aspect.

It is this categorization with which we have some difficulty. As
you know, the Jewish communitiy dces not consider itcelf as belonging to the
Christian Cecumene. To the contrary, we see ourselves as a unique people with a

istinctive historic and religious character. This self perception does not
allow us to be included in the categories of Christian Unity. We feel most
« strongly that any formal structure developed by and for our two communities must
allow for this distinctive character of the Jewish community.

We therefore feel that an arrangement suggested by the above
Constitution placing our relationship with the Catholic Church under the Secre-
tariat for Promoting Chrictian Unity, would not properly reflect our real position
and would, if continued, create unnecessary_uisunderstandings and undue diffi-
culties.




' Juternational yeWis// C’ammittc’é on Juterreligions Consultations

432 Park Avenue Sowch | New York, N.Y. 10016 Tel. (212) 686-8670
I Rue de Varembe| 1211 Geneva 20, Sthitzerland | Teéli (022) 34 13 25

Constituent Agencies: — ;

WORLD IEWISH CONGRESS TR ' . U Page 2
| SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA LI r 4
" AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

The Jewish organigations we represent are highly appreciative of the
wvarm spirit in which Catholic-Jewich relationc have developed in regent years.
tle knouw that this ic due in large meazure %o the deep urdercianding that the
responsible leaders of the Secreteriat for Promoting Christian Unity have
. ghown to the proolemes of cur commor concern. Indeed, we are as much concerned
- gbout the.continved interest and involvement of that competent leadership in
the"a matteu:-s a3 we are for the maintenance of the principle of separate status. -

To go evea further, we *’eel that the v::.aaility of any new srrangement
which might be worked out will depend as much on the centinued presence and
intervest of ' the Prezident of the Secretesriat for Promotins Christian Unity end
his *"aciatau, a5 if will on any rew formulation.

As to o possible new structure, may we suggest for your consideraiion
that thewe relations be entrusted to a speciel office of the Holy fee whose
competence would be clearly distinct from that of the Seecretariat for Promoting

- Chyristian Undty. Such an office should be headed = in & perscnal union = by
- the President and Secretar:; of "the Secretariat for Prcuoting Christian Undty.

e reclize zhaz: at_mim..stv-at.a.ve ﬁe@iu may reguire that this special
office ve attached to the Secreteriat for Premoting Christian Unity. Ve would
respectfully suggest thet any legal text governing these bodies stress the
separate competence of the special Office, and stete thet the special Uffice
| is administretively attached to the U*n*‘.j Secretariat.

- A solution along thase linc'- wculd take into oonqiaeratiou our
'difricu._t:.c— wkile cnsuring +he continned involvausni of thosa who have
guided this activity sco far.

“o hope that thece obeervations will be helpful.

With kindest regards, we rex:L_:.n

Respeetfully yours,

The t:o—éecreta:cies
Rahbi Solo'non Be ards . Rabbi Balfour Brickner Dr. Gsrhart M. Rieéner

Rabbi Henry Siegean . Rabbi Mare Tanenbaus
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MEETING OF CATHOLIC-JEWISH LIAISON COMMITTEE

Sessions

. Place

Programme

e

Antwerp, Dec. 4-6 1973

begin on Tuesday December 4 at 9.30 a.m.

Romi Goldmuntz Centrum, Nervierstraat 12, Antwerp.

‘1. Minutes of Marseille Meeting, Dec. 1972.

2. Discussion of Study Paper-I, "Community,
People, Land in the Christian and Jewish
Tradition",

Preliminary discussion of Study Paper II.,
"Promotion of Human Rights and Religious
Freedom",

3. Exchange of Information

Questions from Catholic Side :

v.’a,}'Situation of Christians in Israel, with
special consideration of statement made
in London on Sept. 18, 1973 by Chief Rabbi
Goren.

b) Problems of defining religious and political
matters in our relationship.

Jb) Number of Jewish members of Liaison Committee.

- Questions from Jewish Side

R — — o

b/a) Information on present state of our relation=
shipe.
—-— status of proposed Curial Commission and
its guidelines;
-= status of Liaison Committee;
== information on "Orientations" issued by
French Bishops'! Committee,

V/b) Middle East Situation.
\/c) Relations with Middle Eastern Curches,

d) Recrudescence of anti-<Semitism and appropriate
Catholic counter-action. £ Alew

e) Co-operation with Catholic Church and its
agencies at U.N. with special emphasis on
Declaration on Religious Freedom.

f) Situation of Jews in the USSR,
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA

432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH L NEW YORK. N. Y.

January 18, 1974

Rabbi Mare Tannenbaum : -7
American Jewish Committee

165 East 56th Street

New York, N.Y.

_

Please make checks payable to Synagogue Council of America

If you have already mailed your check, please disregard this natice.

10016 . MURRAY HILL 6 .B86870

AJC's share of expenses
re: IJCIC - Flight and
expenses - Werblovsky
Paris - May 1973

TOTAL BALANCE DUE $.154.29

$154.29
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| Juternational Jewish Committee
on Jnterreligious Consultations

432 Park Avenue South | New York, N.Y. 10016 | Tel. 686-8670
1 Rue de Varembe | Geneva, Switzerland | Tel. 341-325

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES:

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
SYNAGOGUE COUNCIEIL OF AMERICA
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

MEMORANDUHM

T0: Members of LJCIC

FROM: Rabbi Henry Siegman
SUBJECT: Meeting on Wednesday, February 27th

DATE: February 4, 1974

Please be advised that the next meeting of IJCIC will be held:

DATE: Wednesday, February 27, 1974
TIME: 12:00 noon (A light luncheon will be served.)
PLACE: Conference Room, Synagogue Council of America

432 Park Avenue South (between 29th & 30th Streets)

The primary purpose of this meeting is to consider what action is required

at this time in follow-up of agreements that were made with the World Council
of Churches and with the Vatican Steering Committee, Among the questions that
require resolution are the following:

1) Date of our next meeting with the World Council of Churches,

2) Publication containing a summary of our relations with the
World Council of Churches, and the papers on "World Community" presented at
the December, 1972 meeting.

3)| Agreement on one or more scholars to prepare a study on the
‘"Religious Implications of Power" for the next consultation with the World
Council of Churches.

,/; 4) Desiénation of scholars for the "Human Rights" study for the
prd Vatican Steering Committee.

5) Plans for publication of the "Land, People and Faith" papers,
and summary and evaluation of the discussions at the December, 1973 Aptwerp

meeting.



It is important that you give advance thought to these matters, so that
decisions can be made when we meet on February 27th. Our tendency in the
past to delay these decisions until the very last moment has seriously im-
paired the effectiveness of this enterprise., It is important that we

be able to commission the several papers virtually immediately if we expect
to have them in acceptable form before the end of the year,

Kindly indicate on the enclosed card if you plan to be with us for this meet-
ing.

Kindest regards.

/It

enclosure



February 7, 1974 \
Dr. Joseph H. Lookstein

125 East 85th Street

New York, N. Y. ;0028

Degr Joe:

1 hopé'you are feeling much better.

Will you be able to attend this meeting? If so, let me know '
and we can shmoos beforehand.

Best regards.

Cordially,

MHT :MSB | : Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum
EI'IC].. ) .
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CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL

CASE a4
1211 GQENEVE 20 NEW-YORK N.Y.

1, RUE DE VAREMBE
TELEPH. 8418 08

S{Lx

J~

MEMORANDLUIM
{

‘January 1975 to a meeting in October 1974 and they propose the

A

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS |

CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

LONDON W.T P A R I S 8e TEL - AV I V
78, AV, CHAMPS-ELYSEES 123, YEHUDA HALEVI STR.

18 EAST 84th STREET 55 NEWCAVENDISHSTREET
TELEPH., ELYSEES 5463 TELEPH. 20188

TEL TRAFALGAR 9-48500 TELEPH. WELBECK 0388

ﬁezevn, February 21, 1974,

Rabbi H. Siegman
Rabbi B. Brickner
Rabbi S. Bernards

To

Rabbi M, Tanenbaum:~
Professor Sh. Talmon

from ; @Gerhart #. Riegner |
1)

I have seen your memorandumtconcarnlng ‘the ' meeting on ;

February 27 and would like to make 'a few comment's on the points
on the agenqa based on discussions with Snoek and information

which reacheéed me from Rome :

1. Date of our next meeting with the WCC. Mr. Snoex in-
formed me that in principle they would prefer a meeting in

dates ‘of January 14 to 16 or 17.

2+ We discussed the publication of a summary of our relatbons,
with the wce awd the papers on Wornld Community. I understand
that Spoek has :ipow dropped the idea of a special introduction

on "Where are we now in the Christian-Jewish Dialogue ?", In-

stead there Will be a very innccent factual introcduction which he
thinks he ant T should write.

On the other hand there is definitely a need for one
Jewish paper on the history of the Consultations with the WCC
and in 'agreement with our decision in December I nave recently
reminded Zwi Werblow that he should write this paper, I be-
lieve this should be really an account of what we have discussed
at the varlous meetings and it should end with a kind of eva-
luation of these meetings from ocur side. I think that this
evaluation should be_shown @o all ofius so that we could make
some suggestions before 1t is printed. Snoek suggests the date-
line of May 1lst for the manuscript. We¢ alsc discussed the
question of how to publish this brechure., ie suggested severel
alternatives which are enumeratsd in the 2nclosad letter. What
would be your pmfference ? Are we ready to take responsibility
for half of the costs ?

35 We have also to appoint two scholars to prepare a study

cn the religicus implication of power, Shoek was of the opinion
that there should be on both zides 2 papers, cne cn the concept
of power in the Jewish and Christian traditions, and onz on thexr
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application to the soccial order, and both papers shpuld be
oriented towards the third phrase of the general scheme (“How
should these concepts inform us in the shared quest for world
community ?7). The WCC have not yet made up their mind

whom they will ask to write these papers from their side. They
have in mind for the first paper somebody like Antony Blum (an
Orthodox Bishop) or Glnther Wagner (a Baptist) or Professor
Lochmann from Basle (I indicate only the type of people) and

for the second subject Professor Parmer (India) or Professor
Moltman, or Dr. Constam, or some politician from the Third World.

This will give you an idea what kind of people we
should appoint. They are interested tc know our pecple very soon
so that there could be a relation between the appointees from
both sides,

With regard to our relations with the Catholics, I
have to inform you that there seemy to be difficulties for
the publication of the papers on Llénd, People and Faith as an
official publication. I shall heaar about this probably more
details,

S
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150, ROUTE DE FERNEY 1211 GENEVA 20 o TELEPHONE: (022) 333400 o TELEX: 23423 OIK CH o CABLE: OIKOUMENE GE
WORLD CGUACIL OF CHUXTAER

PROGRAMME UNIT ON FAITH AND WITNESS

Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and Ideologies
Dr. Gerhard M. Riegmer
General Secretary
World Jewish Congress
1 rue de Varembé
1211 Genave 21st February, 1974.

Dear Dr. Riegner,

Thip morning you and I discussed the following issues:
I. Next Consultation

We propose to hold the next consultation from Monday, 13th January
to Thursday 16th or Friday 17th January, 1975.

It was agreed at our Liaison Committee meeting that: "the next
consultation be held in Israel subject to the political situation
and the consequent participation prospects. Ultimate decision to
be taken by the two secretaries™. If we would come to the con-
clusion that we cannot yet have the next consultation in Iserael,
ve agreed that we should have it in a place where Jewish and
Christian local leaders/communities can be involved.

We agreed on two topics (according to the general theme as defined
by the Liaison Committee):

as "The conceptions of power in the Jewish and Christian tradition";

b. "Their application to the social orxrder".

Both of these topics should be treated in the light of the third
sentence of the general theme: "How should these concepts inform
us in the shared quest for world community?"

The World Council of Churches will invite a theologian (biblical
studies or church history) for the first topic and a scholar
qualified regarding questions of "church and society" for the
pecond, It would be helpful if both sides could take their
decisions regarding lecturers as soon as possible so that the
lecturers can prepare their contributions sufficiently early to
make possible an exchange of their different papers between the
scholars and ~ ultimately - the papers could be sent out to
participants well before the comsultiation.
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II. Publication

We suggest that a brief introduction will be written by you and

I. Further, the contents of the brochure will be as decided by
the liaison Committee. The historical account of WCC/Jewish
relations over the last ten years should include an evaluation

of the present situation of our relations. The deadline for this
contribution is the lst May, 19743 the brochure should be .
published in August. You and I will further discuss cover, title,
eto.

Regarding publishing there are several possibilitiess

a. the WCC publishes
b. the brochure is published under the auspices of

WCC and IJCIC
c. we ask a commercial publisher (of theological works) to publish.

The last proposal might be the most attractive one. At any rate,
both IJCIC and the WCC should equally commit themselves regarding
finance and distribution; we mentioned an edition of 3,000 copies.
You and I will be responsible for editing.

I hope that this is a reliable record of what we discussed and

that I did not forget any point of importance.

With warm regards,
i S
Yours sincerely

SN

Johan M,) Snoek
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MEMORANDUM

To: Members of IJCIC
Froms Rabbi Henry Siegman
Subject: Summary of Meeting on Wednesday, February 27, 1974

Date: March 6, 1974

Present at the meeting were Rabbi Joseph Lookstein, Chairman; Rabbi Solomon
Bernards; Rabbi Balfour Brickner; Rabbi Emanuel Holzer; Mr, HMax Melamet;
Rabbi Joachim Prinz; Rabbi Henry Siegman; Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum; and Rabbi
Mordecai Waxman,

1, The committee discussed several possibilities with regard to the
joint IJCIC-WCC publication of the 1972 papers (i.e., commercial publisher;
WCC publishers; or joint auspices of WCC and IJCIC). It was agreed that
this entails technical questions which should be left to the discretieon of
Gerhart Riegner and Johan Snoek. It was also suggested that WCC copsider
including Krister Stendahl's paper, which he has developed more fully since
the 1972 meeting. 3

2. The following scholars were recommended for the stuly on power that
is to be the theme of our next consultatioh with the WCC: Shlomo Avineri,
Walter Laqueur, Ellis Rivkin, Amitai Etzioni - in that order - to deal with
the contemporary aspects. The following weye recommended for the part of
the study dealing with Jewish sources: Dr. David Daube (Gyeat Britain),
Alexander Altman (Brandeis University), Louis Rabinowitz (Israel) - in that
order, (Other names mentioned in the discussion were Louis Jaccbs, Robert
Gordis, Emanuel Rackman, Jacob Augus.)

3. It was agreed that we recommend to the World Council of Churches that
our consultation be scheduled for January 13th, l4th and 15th, 1975, and that
we recommend to the Vatican Committee that our next meeting with them be sched-
uled for January 7th, 8th and 9th.

4. It was agreed that Lou Henkin or Milton Konvitz be asked to do the
atudy_on Human Rights for our next meeting with the Vatican Committee,

Kindest regards.

/r
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March 19, 1974

Professor Shlomo Avineri
c/o American Friends of
The Hebrew University
11 East 69th Street

New York, New York 10021

Dear Shlomo:

I am delighted that you have agreed to do the "contemporary"
part of the paper for our next consultation with the World

Council of Churches.

The exact wording of the theme is as follows: "Conceptions

of Power in Jewish and Christian Traditions: Their Application
to the Social Order. How should these concepts inform us in the
shared quest for world community2"

Amongst ourselves, it was agreed that the theme offers an oppor-
tunity for the denythologization of certain Christian notions of
power. At the same time, given the WCC focus on the "empowerment”
of the "powerless" there is a danger of falling into the trap of
arguing for the status quo.

As 1 indicated to you, we intend to invite David Daube to deal
with classical aspects of the problem.

The contemplated date of the consultation is January 13-15, 1975,
A possible location is Nice.

It is our hope that the Jewish and Christian scholars will exchange
preliminary outlines by mail, and then meet for half a day or so in
the Spring. The completed papers should be distributed to the parti-
cipants by November of 1974,

I hope to have word about Daube's participation in time for the two
of you to be able to arrange to get together while you are in London,

Shemaryahu Talmon participated in our discussions with the World
Council of Churches, and will be able to give you background infor-
mation that I am sure you will find most helpful in developing a
focus for your paper. I am informing him by copy of this letter of
our discussions.




Professor Shlomo Avineri
March 19, 1974
Page 2...

With warm regards,

HS/r

xc: Shemaryahu Talmon
Dr. Gerhart Riegner
Rabbi Marc Tannenbaumv/
Rabbi Solomon Bernards
Rabbi Balfour Brickner

Sincerely,

Rabbi Henry Siegman
Executive Vice President
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March 20, 1974

Professor Louis Henkin
Columbia University
Broadway & West lléth Street
New York, New York 10027

Dear Louis:

I am delighted that you have agreed to undertake the preparation
of a paper for our next consultation with representatives of the
Vatican.

The theme of our next consultation is formally defined as follows:
"Promotion of Human Rights and Religious Freedom; Examination of
our Spiritual Sources and Formulation of General Principles of
Action." Our protocols indicate that the following "guidance® is
to be given to the Jewish and Christian scholars:

“"The studies should concern themselves with the following
three points:

l) Which are the human rights that Jews and Christians
consider should be promoted at the present time (civil

and political rights; economic, social and cultural rights;
equality and non-discrimination, etc.).-

2) What are the sources of these rights in our respective
spiritual traditions,

3) The methods by which the sources may be brought into
relation with the specific rights whose promotion is ,
intended."”

Our next consultation with the Vatican has been scheduled for
Januvary 7-9, It is hoped that the Jewish and Christian schol-
ars will exchange preliminary outlines of the work they intend
to do and, if possible, spend part of a day together discussing
their papers. Since the Catholics are likely to designate an
American scholar for their paper, this should not involve a
trip out of the country, :

-
- -
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Professor Louis Henkin
March 20, 1974
Page 2...

- As promised, I am enclosing a copy .of the Jewish and Christian

papers that were discussed at last December's meeting.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

" With warm personal regards,

Sincerely,
HS/T IN Rabbi Henry Siegman

enclosures : o . Executive Vice President

xc: Prof. Shemaryahu Talmon
Dr. Gerhart Riegner
Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum
Rabbi Solomon Bernards
Rabbi Balfour Brickner
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12 April 1974

T0: Msmbers of 1JCIC
FROM1 S. Talmon

I wish to react io some of the matters deslt ﬂ'th in the cormunications recaived.

i. Gerhard lifegner's memorandum of 31 January.

a) I would urpe that we insist that the next consultation anould be held in
Israel, as was tentatively proposed at the Ceneva reeting. ‘.

b) We should go ahead vith the publication of the brochure as pianned. I under-
stand that Zwi ‘erblovsky is sbout to finish kis ":istorical Aocount of the Comnitiee's
- congultations over the last ten years™, 80 thstonmrddtcwrytnw ic ready for
publication.

¢) I would iike to have further infommsation with uga:’:‘d to the ;mhl:l.cntion of
the two study papers read at the meeting in Antwerp, in view of F. Becker's letter
of 22 Febrmary. It seems t0 me $0 be appropriate that if these papers are published,
under vhatever suspioes, the discussion should be included, and that the discussante
should have an opportunity to have ancther lock at the text before it £s published.

d) In this context, I vishb to enquire wirether any steps have been taken towards
the implementation of the stgpestion that a Jewish=Catholic meeting should bs set up
to discuss "Methods of Exegesis ¢f the (ld Teastament“. You will remember that the
sugsgestion came up at Antwerp and was endoxrsed by Msgr. ioeller,

| 2. BHenry Sh@'s nanorandim of 6 Ihre

I endoree ithe uhcuan of Shlnno Avinori and ﬂnﬂd Dauber to write the papers
for tke forthcowing eonsultation with the WCC on "Concepticna of Pover in the Jewish
and the Christian Tradition; their spplieation to the sociel order, etc.”. I further.
endorse the appointment of Professor Louis Hankin to write tie paper for the consule
tation with the “atholic vommittes on "E'rmtion of 'i‘uu.n u:lshta and iwligicus
Fx‘iaﬂﬂl, ete,”. _ . )

/ _Sl ‘.. L]
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3. To bring you up to date on the multilatersl dialogue in Colombot three Israelis
will participate; Se. Avineri, Ze'ev Falk (Professor of Jewish Iaw at the Hebrew
University) and myself. Laot weekend it seemed that the consultation would be trans-
ferred to Geneva, but yesterday I was informed by phone that it has deen retransferred
to Colombo. .

4. During my visit in the United Utates in Jamuary 1 met with representstives of
the United Presbyterian Church for a preliminary discussion of the projected publie "
cation of a new vaersion of "Conflict and Peace in the Middle East® which is to serve
as guideline for the rembers and congregations of that Church, I have reviewed the
proposed new version againet the background of the published one and have sent my
comments to the Head Cffice of the UFC. Balfour Brickner has a copy of oy letter,
and was csked to share its contents with m. I fecl that we sould not let this
issue out of ocur sight. :

Kindest regards,

fuarps

Shemaryahu Talmon., .

Dr. Gerhard Riegner, WJC, Gencva
Rabbi Henry Siegman, SCA, New York
liabbi Solomon Bermards, ADL, few York
Habbi Lalfour Brickner, UAHC, Yew York
fabbi Fare Tanenbaum, AJC, New York
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To: Members of IJCIC
From: Rabbi Henry Siegman '
" 77 Subject:  Progress Report =TT TTToTTTes oo o - o

Date: April 18, 1974

I am pleased to inform you of the following progress that has been made since
the last meeting of our committee.

1) Professor Shlomo Avineri has agreed to do the contemporary part of
the paper on Power for the consultation with the World Council of Churches,

2) I have had a difficult time communicating with Dr. David Daube with
regard to the first part of the paper on Power. I hope to have word from him
by next week. If he cannot do it, I will turn to the second man on our list,
Alexander Altman at Brandeis. '

3) Professor Louis Henkin has agreed to do the paper on Human Rights for
*—=---——-our~consultation with.-the-Vatican .Committee._ . __ _ _

- - T T e e e —— n ke

My office will be in touch with you shortly to arrange for a follow-up meeting
of the committee. :

Kindest regards.

/r
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BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY
WALTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 02154

PHILIP W.LOWN SCHOOL vi4 eyl C
OF NEAR EASTERN AND JUDAIC s*rumss Alexander Altmann

DEFARTMENT OF
NEAR EASTERMN AND JUDAIC STUDIES . . I 126 Glen Ave .
EiF BT May 3,1974 Newton Center,b Mass. 02159 -

Rabbi Henry Siegman
Executive Vice-President
Synagogue Council of America
432 Park Ave. South

New York,N.Y. 10016

Dear Rabbi Siegman:

¢
Thank you for your letter of April 30 and your prior telephone
call. I appreciate the invitation extended to me and am well
aware of the importance of the study you would like me to under-
take. Yesterday I took the opportunity of discussing the matter
with my friend Professor R.J.Z. Werblowsky,who,I understand,is
a member of the Steering Committee.

After due deliberation I have reached the conclusion that your
interests would be better served if you asked some scholar
specializing in Biblical and/or Talmudic history rather than a
medievalist and eighteenth century historian to deal with clas-
sical Judaism. Notwithstanding the fact than in addition to my
areas of specialization I am at home in the entire range of Juda-
ism,what you require is an expert in the history of the classical
periods. I am too much engaged in ongoing research in my own
fields to take the time necessary to do full justice - as I under-
stand it ~ to the job you invited me to do. Regretfully I must
therefore decline.

I propose Dr. Michael Fishbane,6 Associate Professor in Bible at

Nt

W

Brandeis Unlver51ty,as a sultable choice for this assignment. '-nﬁ
Dr. Fishbane is not only a fine scholar but has also the spiritual
wherewithall to £ill the position admirably. He will spend the
summer and the next academic year at the Hebrew University. His
address here is: 60 East Palmer Drive,Palmer, Mass. 01069, Tel.
413-283-9289,.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

JvdufiJ 7£S:T;>

Alexander Altmann
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AIR MAIL

May 9, 1974

Dr. Gerhart Riegner
Secretary General
World Jewish Congress
1 Rue de Varembe
Geneva, Switzerland

Dear Gerry:
I thought I would bring you up to date on IJCIC developments,

As you know, I had great difficulty establishing contact with
David Daube at Berkeley. It turns out that he was very sick,
Apparently he is better now, but again inaccessible to me,
since he is in Europe., I therefore went to our number two man
on the list, Professor Alexander Altmann at Brandeis University.
Enclosed is his reply.

As you will see, he proposes a Dr, Michael Fishbane in his stead.

I know nothing about him, and will consult with Marc, Balfour

and Sol Bernards. In the meantime, however, perhaps you can check
with your people in London to determine if Daube is there, since

he is still the best man for the job, In my memo of March 6, 1974
(summarizing the February 27, 1974 meeting of IJCIC), Louis
Rabinowitz from England is listed after Altmann. However, questions
have been raised about his competence in this area. Among the
other names listed in that memo is Louis Jacobs. I think he would
do a good job, and wonder if we could not consider him,

You have undoubtedly received a copy of the letter to me from Shlomo
Avineri, inquiring if there still exists a possibility of a prelim~
inary meeting sometime in the spring in Europe. Have you heard from
our friends at the WCC about this? Also, is there any word from

de Contenscn about a spring meeting with his people? Has there been
any progress with regard to the publication projects? I am particular-
ly interested in what response, if any, you have sent to Shemaryahu
Talmon's memorandum of April 12th.

I received last week a letter from J. Emanuel, Executive Director of
the Jewish Council in Israel for Interreligious Consultations, asking
IJCIC to repay the expenses of Werblovsky and Talmon incurred at the
December meetings in Geneva and Antwerp, Since Werblovsky and Talmon
attended as representatives of the Israel Committee, and not as invit=-
ed scholars, I see no reason why IJCIC should be charged for their




Dr. Gerhart Riegner
May 9, 1974
Page 2...

exXpenses. Do you agree?

Locking forward to hearing from you,' and with warm pexrsonal
regards,

Sincerely,
HS/r Rabbi Henry Siegman
enclosure Executive Vice President

xC: Rabbi Joseph Lookstein
Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum +~
Rabbi Balfour Brickner
Rabbi Solomon Bernards
Professor Shemaryahu Talmon

=
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THE VATICAN-JEWISH MEETING IN ANTWERP.
THE PRESS-RELEASE

The International Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee held its third
annual meeting in Antwerp (Belgium).from December 4-6, 1973.

The Liaison Committee was formed in 1971, the Roman Catholic
delegation having been appointed by Cardinal Willebrands with -the
approval of Pope Paul Vi, the Jewish delegation representing major
organizations.. The aims of the Liaison Committee are the fostering
of mutual understanding, the exchange of information, and co-operation
in areas of common concern and responsibility. o

The meeting was presided over by Msgr. Charles Moeller,
General Secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Chris-
tian Unity (Rome), and by Professor R.J. Zwi Werblowsky of Jeru-
salem, Chalrman of the Jewush Counc:l for Interreligious Contacts
in. Israel. '

The Committee. d:scussed two study papers presented by
Catholic and Jewish scholars on the concepts of People, Nation and
Land in their respective religious traditions. It was decided to
pursue this study in the light of questions and insights that emerged
during ‘the discussion. It ‘'was also agreed to undertake a study
of the moral and spiritual foundations of Human Rights and Religious
Freedom in the two religious traditions for dlscussmn at a subse-
quent meet[ng .

Among the topics discussed in a rellgmus perspective were :
The Middle East situation and its implications for Jewish-Christian
relations ; co-operation between Catholic and Jewish agencies at the
U.N. in relation to Human Rights and Religious Freedom, and in
particular’ with regard to the proposed Declaration and Convention
on the *“Elimination of all forms: of Religious Intolerance® : the
situation of Christians in Israel and the proselytising activities of
some missionary groups there’ the situation of the Jews in the
USSR ; the recrudescence of anti-semitism and concerned action
in combating it.

A strong recommendation was made to continue and develop
the work of the Liaison Committee.

The discussions took place in an atmosphere of cordiality and
friendship and were seen by both delegations as an important step
forward in their mutual understanding and cooperation.

The two delegations consisted of the following representatives :
H.E. Msgr. ROGER ETCHEGARAY, Archbishop of Marseille, Chairman
of the Council of Episcopal Conferences of Europe; Msgr. CHARLES
MOELLER, General Secretary of the Secretariat for Promoting Chris-
tian Unity, Rome. Rev. Fr. BERNARD DUPUY, Secretary of the
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Episcopal Commission for Reiatnons with Judaism in France, Paris;
Rev. Fr. PIEHHE DE- CONTENSON In charge of the Office for Catholic-
Jewish Relations, attached to the ‘Secretariat for Promoting Christian
Unity, Rome; Rev. EDWARD FLANNERY Executive Secretary of the
Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations of the American Catholic
Bishops' Conference. Dr. JOSEPH LICHTEN. Consultant, B'nai B'rith
Anti. Defamat:on League, Rome; Dr. GERHART RIEGNER, Secretary
General of the World Jewish Congress, Geneva; Rabbi HENRY SIEG-
MAN, Executive, vice-president: of the Synagogue Council of America,
New York; Rabbi MARC TANENBAUM, National Director of Inter-
relrgtous Affaires’ of the American Jewish Committee, New York;
Prof. ZWI WERBLOWSKY, Chairman of the Jewish Councﬂ for Inter-
religious Contacts in Israel, Jerusalem

Speaklng over the W ﬂs_., Westmghousa Broadcastmg System,
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, one of the members of this Liaison Com-
mittee, made some comments saying this was by far the most con-
structive and mutually helpful meeting. . He added- that the press-
release did not reflect perhaps the most valuable aspect of the
meeting, ‘‘that is the growth in genuine friendship .and reciprocal
understanding between the Catholic and, Jewish representatives’.
That spirit, he -thought, was epitomized in several moments of the
consultation. He quoted Msgr. Charles Moeller, who - headed the
Vatican delegation as saying that ‘‘Christians and Jews- have two
different ways of expressing their universalism, but we can never
" forget- that Christian universalism proceeds from the universalism
of the synagogue. There is, therefore, not division, but diversity.
We, Catholics, need your existence, we need your point of view, and
that gives me hope for the future”. In that and many other ways,
Rabbi Tanenbaum concluded, the Vatican Jewish meeting in Antwerp
was “a significant step forward in translating that future hope into

present reality”.
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June 27, 1974

!

Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner
World Jewish Congress
1, Rue de Varembe

1211 Geneva 20
Switzerland

Dear Gerry:
Thank you for your letter of June 21.

The meeting dates suggested in your letter (January 7-9 for
the WCC and January 13~16 for the Vatican) are okay. They
were approved by the overall committee of IJCIC at the meet-
ing on Wednesday, February 27th.

Werblowsky was at Harvard, but has now returned to: N.I,A.S.,
Meyboomlaan 1, Wassenaar, Netherlands; and you can reach him
there.

I have no strong objections to England as a meeting place.
However, I seem to recall that Wice was suggested as the loca-
tion of our next meeting, and I think the climate there is far
pleasanter that time of year than it would be in England.

Warmest regards.

Sincerely,

H5/x Rabbi lHenry Siegman

XC: Rabbi Solomon Bernards
Rabbi Balfour Brickner
Rabbi Josepnh Lookstein
Professor Shemaryahu Talmon
Rabui Marc Tanenbaum .
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To: Members c;f I.ICIC
me:- Rabbi IHer# Slegm;:n
Subject: Meeﬁng.on chober 29
Date:  October 14, 1974 .

This Is to dnform you that the next meeting of our Cammittes will toke place:

~ Date: 'l“masdnjr October29 BLL
Time: Noon (lunch wi!l b sewed) - o i
5V v

Plcce Syncgcgue Councnl of Amsrleu - 2
Conference Room ﬁ/ ) R
432 Park Avenue South V
Now York, New York e

The followlnn matters will be discussad ' : <) (\tl;%ivsﬁﬁ
| T

1. Agenda for the January 7-9 eonwltaﬂon with the Weﬂd Ccuncil of
Churches (In Landon.)

2. Agenda for the Januory I3-16 oonsulhﬁon with the Roman Cc:lholic
Church (in Rome.)

- 3. Joint pub! feation with the World Counell of Churches -. J

We will meet only once more in preparation for the Londen and Rome consulta-
tions (the week of November 25, when Gerhart Rie gner from Genm will be
with us.) i hope that you wﬂl oﬁend both maeﬂngs

. Please ra!wn the enclosed postcard for ﬂue October 29 meaﬂng.

M regau_is.



Dr. Reigner called from Geneva: 10/23/74 1:25 P.M.

This is pretty much verbatim:
Announcement of the Spec1a1 Commission for Jews by KHB the Vatlcan

came out yesterday.

Perhaps it was published thls morning in the New York szes. I think
some declaration has to be made by IJCIC.

Following is exact text which appeared in L'OSservatora Romano
on the first page this morning: /This is translated by Dr. Reigner/

A

“"Taking into ¥HM account the developmentf of religious
relagionships of the Catholic Church with Judaism and

Islam and in line with the Vatican Council Declaration
\'NostTa Aetate', the Holy Father has decided to create

two commissions for the relations with each of the
above-mentioned religions., The two commissions

come under éa.s—pu—h—ihgner—dm—ro-nnt“m
latton;- the-Lacin mﬁ-naad—uas.pmhahl.x..chosen intentiomaily
 .s0-as-to-be-rore-vagwe Tither than positive/

the Secretariat for Christian Unity and the Secretariat

for Non=Christians respectively. Each commission will
consist of eight Consultorfand will have as president

and as vice-president the Cardinal president and the
secretary of the respective secretariats. Each com- ., -
mission, moreover, will have its own secretary who will be

a member of the office of the corresponding Secretariat,"

On the next page, there appeared two long articles: one on the Jewish
Commission and one on the Commission on Islam.

~

In the article on Jewish Commission, a long description of the development
on the local level and then a description of the establishment of the
Liasion Committee for IJCIC and IJCIC is mentioned and then then mentioned
the XHEHE four meetings which have been held in Rome, Paris, Marseilles
and Antwerp, and then it continues in the following way:

"It is principally from this committee (the Liasion Committee)
that the suggestiOn came to create in the Vatican a 'Commission
for Relations with Judaism', Having been joined to the
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, this Commission
was created by the Holy Father with a goal of promoting and
fostering relations of a religious nature between Jews and
Catholics. -

"Besides having EKZH¥ true and proper relations with Judaism
on a world-wide plain, this Commission has had the disposal =--
within the limits of its competence =-=- of all the X#H
interested bodies or those concerned with Jewish-Christian
relations in order to supply them with information and receive
information from them and in order to help them to pursue their
goals in conformity with the Directors of the Holy See.

"The Commission must endeavor to develop these activxé;es for
the effective and just realization of the orientations given
by the Second Vatican Council, particularly in Section 4 of the

Declaration Nostra Aetate of October 28, 1965.
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DINITZ SAYS ACCORD ON EMIGRATION
5O o) ARY IMPORTANCE

NEW YORK, Oct, 24 (JTA)--Israeli Ambassa-
dor Simcha Dinitz said yesterday that the agree-
ment between the Administration and Congress
which is expected to lead to large numbers of So-
viet Jews emigrating to Israel is of ‘“‘revolution-
ary importance’ if it is realized. The Israeli -
envoy to Washington spoke at an off-the-record
meeting of the Conference of Presidents of Ma-
jor American Jewish Organizations presided
over by Rabbi Israel Miller, Conference chair-
man,

Dinitz reportedly said that Soviet emigration
is necessary for Israel’s survival since the Jew-
ish State could not exist with only three million
Jews. He had warm praise for Sens, Henry M,
Jackson (D,Wash.), Jacob K, Javits (R.NY) and
Abraham Ribicoff (R.Conn,) for their efforts in
reaching the agreement. Dinitz also praised the
Ford Administration. :

According to sources, Dinitz also said that
the U,S, agrees with Israel that the Palestine is~
sue must be settled in the context of negotiations
with Jordan and that a third state between Israel
and Jordan would be harmful to the U,S,, Israel
and Jordan because it would fall under Soviet in~
fluence,

He said Israel wants to negotiate with Egypt
next but the forthcoming Arab summit confer-
ence in Rabat will determine whether this is pos-
sible. In an apparent reference to the debate
over Jewish settlement on the West Bank, Dinitz
urged American Jewish organizations to be uni-
fied, He reportedly said the importance of unity
among American Jews transcends any difference

“over particular issues. /

Miller Denies Press Reports

Rabbi Miller issued a statement afterwards
denying certain press reports of what Dinitz
told the Presidents Conference at their closed
briefing session about his meeting with Secretary
of State Henry A, Kissinger shortly before the
latter's departure for Moscow.

Rabbi Miller said, **Ambassador Dinitz at no
point in his talk suggested that Israel would be
prepared to accept or be satisfied with a de facto!
agreement on non-belligerency with Egypt.”” He
said that the Israeli envoy had in fact *‘reiterated
and emphasized that the period of military ar-
rangements was over and that any negotiations
with Egypt must be based on a meaningful and
substantive political return. The Ambassador
did not go into any details with regard to possi-
ble future agreements and stressed that Secre-
tary Kissinger did not bring with him any con-
crete Egyptian proposal. At the same time, he
(Dinitz) said, Israel was not asked to detail her
proposal or to draw lines or maps,’” Rabbi Mil-
ler added.

IOP DIPLOMAT FOR CHICAGQ

JERUSALEM, Oct. 24 (JTA)--One of Israel’s
top diplomats, Ehud Avriel, has been appointed
Consul-General to Chicago and is due to take up
the post shortly, Officials said his appointment
was the first of a series intended to boost the
strength and status of Israel’s representation to
major American Jewish communities, Both
Premier Yitzhak Rabin and Defense Minister
Yigal Allon have spoken of their desire to upgradé

“the levels and status of the Consulates-General
in some major U,5, cities,

Avriel’s last ambassadorship was to Italy in
the late 1960s, Most recently he has served as

special advisor to the Foreign Minister, He un-
tered the foreign service in 1948, having been a
key figure earlier in the ““Bricha’’ illegal immi~
gration, and in major arms purchases from Czech-
oslovakia during the War of Independence. He has
served as minister to Prague, Budapest and Buch-
arest, and later as Ambassador to Liberia and

the Congo. i .

[BERNARD LAUFER DEAD AT 63 |

TORONTO, Oct. 24 (JTA)--Funeral services
were held this week for Bernard (Berl) Laufer,
president for many years of the Toronto branch of
the World Federation of Bergen-Belsen Associa-
tions and member of the national executive com=-
mittee of the Canadian Jewish Congress, who died
here at the age of 63. Mr. Laufer was born in
Bendin, Poland and was active in the Zionist youth
movement there before World War II, With most
other Polish Jews, he was deported to Nazi con~
centration camps and was among the survivors at
Bergen-Belsen when it was liberated by Allied
forces, .

Subsequently, Mr, Laufer helped organize the
Central Committee of Liberated Jews in Bergen-
Belsen which served as a representative body to
the military government and control commission
in the British zone of occupied Germany. Later he
became a member of the presidium of the World
Federation of Bergen-Belsen Associations. He
was co-chairman of the CJC’s central region’s an-
nual Holocaust Memorial Assembly held last April
and was associated with various publication ven-
turesy of the World Federation and its annual awagds.

JEANS WELCOME NEW VATICAN COMMISSION

NEW YORK, Oct. 24 (JTA)--The establishment
of a new Vatican Commission for Relations with
the Jews was welcomed by the five major Jewish .
organizations which make up the International
Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consulta-
tions (IJCIC). In a joint statement, the co-secre- -
taries of IJCIC noted that the new Vatican Com-
mission grew out of a series of annual consultations
between representatives of the Roman Catholic
Church and their organizations. ““These consulta-~
tions have been marked increasingly by a spirit
of friendship and candor, by a desire for mutual
helpfulness in areas of common concern,’’ the co-
secretaries said.

Signing the statement were Dr. Gerhart Rieg-
ner, secretary general, World Jewish Congress;
Rabbi Henry Siegman, executive vice-president,
Synagogue Council of America; Rabbi Marc Tan-
enbaum, director of interreligious affairs, Amer-
ican Jewish Committee; Rabbi Solomon Bernards,
director of interreligious affairs, Anti-Defama-
tion League of B’'nai B'rith; and Prof. Shmaryahu
Talmon, chairman, Israel Interfaith Committee.
Rabbi Joseph H., Lookstein, Congregation Kehillath
Jeshurun, New York, serves as chairman of the
Committee,

The next meeting between representatives of
1JCIC and the newly established Vatican Commis-
sion for Relations with the Jews will take place in
Rome, Jan, 14-16, 1975, The co-secretaries ex-
pressed the hope that the new Commission and the
forthcoming deliberations in Jan, *“will further ad-
vance that movement toward mutual trust and co-~
operation in the interests of our respective com-
munities and of the entire human family."’!

® % 8

JERUSALEM (JTA)--A mission of Toronto UIA
supporters, led by Eddie Creed, arrived here Wed-
nesday pledging to equal the record-breaking cam-
paign figures this year achieved after the Yom

Kippur War. 3 :
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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
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To: D2, Q. Rupr
Pabbdi #, Siagman
2abvi 8. Iemmsris
Habbi B. Brickner
Babbi J. lockstein
Fabdi M. Tansabsum

'Ms Sheexryahw Talmen

1. Iumlymuh-nbmnmunmuimm:ﬂ-‘crbiw-l::‘a
suppesed 1o preseat a oxitisal apprecistion of the work of 1JCIC
2wy I fully comcur with the apiniens of Uexhaml ard nenry that
the vay ovi strustaned Lis axtiele is Dot suited for ocur purposs. I musi, theugh,
Zari's ansiyais ts withio the 1CC, and te a lawge
dagree deyond the KOC, hits the mail en the hesd. I would uwrge him to publish this

A

in
T wnderatond that Zwi higgell ml.lud the discrepancy bhutvesn nis raver end toe
survey vhich he was expected t¢ previde. Me iz prodably corrxeet in saving that the
muhm\}mhﬂrmhn nttended 211 the meetings and eculd

2R ¢0Try to 2epord that ia spite of wy wifaris here, I have 1ot beea atls to
e jropesal vith regerd to tie second “scholar™ %0 resd a =sper em "The

Use of Fower in the Jewish Zradition® at the forthecxing couferemee with the WOC. The

ed eandidate, Pavid Yartman, has fimedly mpprised me thati he viil pet be ahle

pariicipate im the confererse. Cne aspect of the provlew ir saused By the fact
thtmm yoax kas bssnz shifted, aud as & yesplt the sssond term at the Hebaew
Uriversity will begin on Jamwcry 12, thet 1p t0 ey, a day beTorv we are expsctad te
ceavens in London. Avimeri, who has a9 you know agreed %0 d0 tue médexzns part of the
Jeuish presenmtien, and [ l;'!llf will aave to make grext efforts to ¢btsin speeisl
leave. I have proposed several namee of Yrospaciive candidates to weplasa Tavid
Hartaan: 1a the Tmived States - Sershon Oohen (theuzh I doudt that Ne will acecapt))
Irving ‘vesnbeaxg!! In this scentzy there muw seversi posiidle candidates: rrofesner
ri Siven or Ir. Tliezar Goldsenp, BOth of Baxr 1lan university. .e aise tried Charles
Lietmann, ut he vould mot cocseni. (oe otuer possildlity which I hove not yet ine
vestigeted is Bxs Yebada Mwm, Frofessex of Interpaticnsl i&w at fse Ledrew Uaiveraity.
I am wvalting for affizmation to ~joceed in this maiter.

/S O YE e s @
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of the consultaticn ia Reme? '

no' we have xay iaformation with regerd to the fomat

¥ill the establiabment of a special seorefariat
1 undexrstand that ds Centereen is sxpesied te

vwe:es o IJCIC bweinesa?

s Jervsslem 18 sarly Neveabsr and _

ve any

1 Qo722

i
Gimaaryahu Talmem

f

it

I will talk 40 him abdout this ond other matters.

sSincarely,

Be



[end]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMHITTEE

October 31, 1974
To: - S.A.C. Members &§ I. Terman

From: Marc Tanenbaum

Attached is the text of the
1JCIC statement (which I drafted
for the group) in response to the
Vatican announcement of the new

Vatican Catholic-Jewish office.

’7]4(&«“@?7”

MHT : MSB
Att.

74-700-93



Jnternational Jewish Commitice
“ont Juterreligions Consultations

432 Park Avenue South | New York, N.Y. 10016 | Tel. 686-8670
I Rue e Varembe | Geneva, Switzerland | Tel. 341-325

CONSTITUENT ACENCIES:

WORLD IEWISH CONGRESS
SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

For further information contact: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Rabbi Henry Siegman
686-8670

JEWS WELCOME NEW VATICAN COMMISSION

The establishment of a new Vatican Commission for Relations with the Jews was welcomed
by the 5 major Jewish bi'ganiza’rions which make up the International Jewish Committee

.on Interreligious Consultations (1JCIC).

In a joint statement the co=secretaries of [JCIC noted that the new Vatican Commission
grew out of o series of annual consultations between representatives of the Roman Catholic

Church and their organizations.

"These consultations have been marked increasingly by a spirit of friendship and candor,

by a desire for mutual helpfulness in areas of common concern," the co-secretaries said.

Sign?ng the statement were Dr. Gerhart Riegner, Secretary General, World Jewish Congress;
Rabbi Henry Siegman, Executive Vicé Pr;asidm t, Synagogue Council of America; Rabbi
Marc Tqﬁeanum, Director of Interreligious Affufrs, American Jewfsh Commiﬂee.; Rabbi
| Solomon Bernards, Direc.‘.t::trr of Ir;terrel igious Affairs, Anti-Defamation League of B'nai Brith;

and Pr_ofessbr Shmeryahu Tbl'rn_on, Chairman, Israel Interfaith Committee.

Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, Congregation Kehillath Jeshurun, New York, serves as

chairman of the Committee.



The next meeting between represehfdtives of 1JCIC and the newly established Vatican

Commission for Relations with the Jews will take place 'in.Rome, January 14-16, 1975.

The co-secretaries expressed the hope that the new Commission and the forthcoming de-
liberations in January 1975 "will further advance that movement toward mutual trust and

cooperation in the interests of our respective communities and of the entire human family."

The complete text of the statement follows:

1JCIC and its constituent agencies welcome the _unnol.i_ncemenf_ of the
establ ishment of a Vatican Commiséion for Relations with Judaism ;

This development has grown out of a series of recent annual consultations
‘betweeh representatives of the Roman Catholic Church and the Jewish people.
These consultations have been marked increasingly by a spirit of friendship

and candor, and by a deslre For mutual helpfulness in areas of common concern.

‘We frust that this new Commission and our forfhcommg delrberc:tlons in January
will further advance that movement toward mutual trust and cooperation in the
interests of our respective commumhes and of the entire human family.

Dr. Gerhart Riegner, World Jewish Congress (Geneva)

* Rabbi Henry Siegman, Synagogue Council of America (New York)

. Rabbi. Marc Tanenbaum, American Jewish Committee (New York)

'Robbi Solomon Bemards, Anti-Defamation League, B'nai Brith (New York)
Professor Shmaryahu Talmon, Israel Interfaith Committee (Jerusalem)



CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL

G ENEVE NEW-YORK N.Y.
1, RUE DE VAREMBE i8 EAST B4th STREET

LONDON W.1
55, NEW CAVENDISH STREET

TELEPH. 841825 TEL TRAFALEGAR 9-4500 TELEPH. WELBECK 0338

Te

From

in Rome.

s Fr.P.ll.de Conteneon

Mar. R.EBEtchegaray
Fr., B.Depuy
Pr. E.Flannery

Msr. Ch.Moeller

Rabbi B.Brickmer
m'. E.Ilthrlich
Dr. J.Lichten
Dr.G. ll.Riegner
Rabbi H.Siegman
Prof. S,Talmon
Rabbi 1l1.Tanenbaum
Prof. Z.Werblowski
Rabbi Wurzburger

¢ F.Becker

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS v

P A R 1 S 8e
78, AV. CHAMPS-ELYSEES 123, YEHUDA HALEVI STR.
TELEPH. ELYSEES 9483
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CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

TELE PH.

Rome, November 1974,
Piazza Scanderbeg- 85.

Rome
Marseille
Paris
Washington
Rome

New York
Bale

Rome

Geneva

New York
Jerusalem
New York &
Jerusalem
New York

Rome

About two months ago I sent you a copy of
the draft minutes of the meeting of the Catholic -
Jewish Kiaison Cormittee held in Antwerp on Decemb-
er 4-6, 1973.

I would greatly appreciate it if you could
return to me your copy of the draft minutes, with
your corrections, at your earliiest convenience to en=-
able me to prepare the final version of the minutes
which have to be submitted to our forthcoming meeting

Yours sincerely,

?/@q/v?/u

F.Becker

T EL-AV IV

29380
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Rabbi Henry SIEGMAN
Executive Vice-President
Synagogue Council of America
‘432 Park Avenue South

New York

N.Y¥.10016

Dear Henry,

WoRLD JEWISH CONGRESS

CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

P A R I S 8e T EL -~ AV I V
78, AV, CHAMPS-ELYSEES 123, YEHUDA HALEVI STR. i
TELEPH. ELYSEES 9463 TELE P H. 29138 i

 Geneva, November 1, 1974, |

I received copy of your statement on the establishsz |
ment of the Vatican Commission and wish to thank you for it. H
I have not yet received the minutes of the meeting of last week.

I am writing today to inform you of a discussion
which Becker had two days ago with Msgr. Moeller and Father

de Contenson in Rome.

1._" Becker expressed our satisfaction on-the establish-

ment of the Commission

and, on my request, asked the question.

what relations this Commission will establish with other con-
gregatlons or departments of the Curia and whether some re- -
presentatives of these departments would be included among the .

"Consultori®,

us at several occasions in the past.

You may remember that this is what Hamer told

Moeller and de Contenson however stated that they

did not intend to have representatives of other Curia depart-
ments nominated as "Consultori',
‘counter-productive and they would get a Troyan Horse into their
They consider that the way to involve other Curia

own outfit,

They think that this would be

departments in our work is to invite representatives. ‘of these r
departments (such as the Commission Pax & Justitia, or the
Congregatlon on Education) to discussions of particular points
at meetings of the Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee whenever

this would appear useful and necessary.
interesting and I have no intention to press the point any

further at this moment.

g 'Becker raised the question of the composition of '
You will remember that we asked at the

the Liaison Committee,

This attitude is quite |

last meeting for a re-consideration of the rules and pleaded for

an enlargment of the group.

The reply was that it would be

very difficult at this moment to formally enldrge the Liaison

Committee and it is very improbable that we could get at this

./‘II
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stage a positive reply. One of the major reasons is apparently
financial. Moeller and Contenson said that the only possibility
is at this stage to invite some local leaders when and where the
Liaison Committee meets.

On the other hand they have no objection if we are again
appearing at 10 or so as the last time, but the official number
of 5 is still sacred. This of course presents some problems for
us with regard to the press release but perhaps we could omit this
year the names of the 1nd1v1duals and just mentlon the organlsa-

“tionsy e -~

3. ' Moeller and Contenson informed Becker that their study
paper on human rights will be ready by November 15. I have the
impression that they want to exchange the papers at that time.
Will our paper also be ready ?

b, With regard to the agenda, the following tranSpired :
Willebrands will be present for the opening of the meeting. The
first point on the agenda should then be an explanation on the
egtablishment and competence of the new Commission. In addition

to this, Contension would like to make a report of his activities -
since the last meeting. Then the study papers of the last meeting.

of the Liaison Committee should be taken up again and one should
discuss what should be further done with these papers and dis-
cussions., In this connection it seems that our Catholic friends
also want to discuss again whether the Liaison Committee should
be action directed or just limited to studies. The next point
would then be the discussion of the study papers on human rights.

" As to the part mutual information and mutual concerns,

they lave at this stage no special points to suggest for discussion .

and expect our suggestions.

They intend to organise a receptlon at the Sidic Centre

on the last day of the meetlng and to invite a number of people

to it.

What is more 1mportant is that they have reserved the day .
after our meeting for visits to several Vatican Offices. This may
be quite interesting.

4 am seelng Snoek again: on Tuesday and hope to have

—T——

ko i g

until then some information about your meeting, I would be grateful
if you would let me know as soon as possible the name of the scholar

who will undertake the study on the Jewish concept of power and if

you would let me have your suggestions who should be invited to the

larger meeting with the World Council.

I would be grateful if you would inform the other col-
leagues 1n New York of the contents of this letter. I am sending
myself a copy to Shemaryahu Talmon.,

With best regards, Sincerely yours
. 3 . 4 : ’
-~

7 e

Cc, Prof.,Sh.Talmon Gerhart M., Riegner
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meimorandum

to: Members of 1JCIC
from: Rabbi Henry Siegman
Soliuen ' Summary of October 29 Meeting

it November 7, 1974

In attendance were: Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, Chairman, (AJC); Rabbi Balfour
Brickner, (UAHC); Professor Louis Henkm, Columbia University;
Rabbi Alan Langner, (WJC); Dr. Max Melamet, (WJC); !
Judith Muffs, (BB-ADL); Rabbi Henry Siegman, (SCA);
‘Dr. Alan Singer, (WJC); Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, (AJC):
Rabbi Walter Wurzburger, (SCA)

The following is a brief summary of our meeting on October 29.

|. It was agreed that we would invite Dr. Louis Finkelstein to present the theoret-
ical paper on "Power and the State" at the WCC consultation. Other alterna-
tives were suggested.

Among the items on the agenda of current concern for the WCC were the following:

a. The Palestinian Situation

b. World Hunger

c, Human nghts Problems, including Soviet Jewrya

P - St -
There was some discussion, and difference of opinion, as to whether and how
the subject of evangelization should be treated.
: _ s
2. Professor Louis Henkin discussed the outline of his paper on human rights for the

consultation with Vatican representatives. It was agreed that among the agenda
items on issues of current concern for the Vatican meeting would be: -

. The Middle East ~

. World Hunger

. Human Rights Problems, including Soviet Jewry

The New Vatican Commission on Catholic=Jewish Relations

-Vatican follow-up on our reports of Antisemitism in various parts of the world

O o ooQ
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3. It was agreed that our next meeting would be held Wednesday, November 27,

at noon, with the participation of Dr. Gerhart Riegner.

~ In a letter from Riegner, the following points were made:

The Catholics wish to discuss the disposition of the papers that were presenred -
at our last consultation (on Land and People).

The Catholics consider 5 participants on each side a "sacred" number.

. Moeller and de Contenson suggested visits to several Vatican dfices following

our meeting. | think we should discuss whether a more appropriate procedure
might be for representatives of these offices to meet with us.

In a-telephone conversation, Riegner pointed out that we have not submitted
the final document to the Vatican on the subject of Antisemitism.

. We need the corrections of the minutes of our last meeting, which were sent

by Becker to the participants in the Antwerp consultation.

With regard to the London meeting, Riegner informed me that he met with Snoek of the

World Council of Churches, who suggested the following:

-

I. The Steering Committee should meet Sunday evening, January 12.

2,

The consultation will open Monday morning, January 13, 10:00 a.m., w|fh Opemng
greetings by Archbishop Romsey and Chief Rabbi Jakobovits.

The rest.of Monday and all of Tuesday will be devoted to a presentation and dis-
cussion of the four papers (two Jewish, two Christian). A discussion of the sev-

- eral items on our current agenda is scheduled for all day Wednesday, and Thursday

morning is reserved for a continuation of that discussion and the preparation of

joint texts. Our Steering Committee is to meet again on Thursday afternoon to plan

for the future.

~ Riegner suggested the following breakdown of our delegation to the WCC:

From the U. S. there would presumably be Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein and Rabbi

Marc Tanenbaum, (representing AJC); Rabbi Irwin M. Blank, Rabbi Henry Siegman,

and Rabbi Balfour Brickner, (representing SCA); Rabbi Wolfe Kelman, (representing
WJC); four persons from Great Britain,(Chief Rabbi Jakobovits, Chacham Gaon,

Nahum Rabinovitch, and Hugo Gryn); four from Israel, (Talmon, Avineri, an oriental
Jew, Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz); one from France, (in consultation with Chief Rabbi Kaplan);
one from Carada, (representing WJC); perhups one from Germany; the European repre-

P

sentatives of B'nai Brith and Committee.

The final makeup of the delegation will depend on the several agencies and decisions to

be taken by our Committee at its next meeting on November 27.

.

=
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and urge that thess matiers e disgusesd =zt our meeting. The statensnt ei the Hiddle
East sontains a Mull endsvsensut of the FLO o8 the only legitimede repressatative of
the Palestinisne, uct an uexpecied developamt. The statensnt oo Jerusales should,
lnﬂo)iﬂu.hmwwa‘:uhh“ statement to be leswed by ma.

5. mmmnmuutohmmbh. I take cadeption, thewgh,
wmw-awuwm:ummwmmmmuu
_.ﬂgmuminhumm:mmm.

4. Vay 1 sak that resexvations b= made for itelmsels, Avinexi and myself at the -
Pievadilly Notel fax the nights of Swnday 12 to Wednesday 15 Janwaxy, and in sddition
. for xyeslf for Tiwmrsday 1€, Steinzels and Avinexi latend 30 retun 0 Isxasl
- on Timacwdayy I shall retwman ox Friday.

5.8) P— ﬁnmnu.zmuuumuuummmm
7mmmwm1o:m A

b)nnumm-ugtanmlu. Ihwmldmﬂ.rhamm
with him and will see Rim st least onoe moxe. I put him in eemtast with almoet all
the people he ws interested in sesing, Teddy Kellsk, irthur lourie and Pratto at the
foreign Ministry, the (hief Rabbinate, the Ainistxy of Religion and the Imtazfaith
Committes, The visit has been Bxiefly repexted iz the Jerwsales Post wnd I expest a
write=wp to be pubklished in "hristisa Fawm™. - We discuesed the fortheoming mesting,
supecially against ths haskground of the recent salatlishment of the new Cemmissiom.
1 shaxe with you his feelings that this is & positive develepment. = In this oonaee~
tion alse the matter of our visiting vith officials of other sommissiens and offices
in the Vetican came wp. I vould have seibing againet eur visiting vith theee men
finetesd of asking thes to some 2ol meet with us,

¢) da Contenson mentiomsd %o me his Sintention te organise s Tecepiiem at the esvio
eentws., I thisk thut the idea i zosd. It vill hmve some apeeial impertames for Rijk.
1!.01Mtwmmmthuthmhmwhmudmhb
representad st this fuwnetian.

4]} The suggented agends i3 peasptatle $6 80, Wt again I weuld delete the Ltem on
“Wezld Munger*. Isstead of that I would like to take wp in a were fermal way the
sggestion made st the sAntwery rweting, vig that we should investigats the possgibility

esrpdaing study growps en sush fssues of commen ocoomexn as “Bihlieel Imtexpyretation”,

» 3
ttex ds spelled eut in the prinisd sgenda.

s) I oomfloes that 1 am not quite sleur about ihe present sitwstios ef the *stuldies
ox antiommitism”. 1 axpect that ihis matier will be vorked out Defore we otaivens

i
;
s
:

Elndest x_n'.ﬁ-.

Shessxyaks Talaon . i 80, Professer Z. Verdlewaky
e . g o FMr. J. Smanmel ;



[end]
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432 Park Avenue South | New York, N.Y. 10016 ] Tel. 686-8670 \
1 Rue de Varembe | Geneva, Switzerland | Tel. 341-325

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES:
WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA Q
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
To: Members &
From: Rabbi Henry Siegman -
Subject: Meeting on November 27
Date: November 5, 1974

This is to inform you that the next meeting of our Committee will take place:
Date: Wednesday, November 27
Time: Noon (lunch will be served)
—

Place: Synagogue Council of America
Conference Room
432 Park Avenue South
New York, New York

We expect to have Dr. Gerhart Riegner from Geneva with us.

Our agenda for the consultations with representatives ot the Vatican and the
World Council of Churches should be finalized during the meeting. We also
will have to determine the composition of our delegations that will attend the
two meetings.

Please return the enclosed postcard.

Kindest regards.



Juternational Jewish Committee
on Juterreligions Consultations

432 Park Avenue South | New York, N.Y. 10016 Tel. 686-8670
1 Rue de Varembe | Geneva, Switzerland | Tel. 341-325

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES:

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

1JCIC MEETING

Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, Chairman

November 27, 1974
AGENDA

| Rome

|. Makeup of Delegation

2, Review of Agenda and Assignment of Topics
3. Proposed Visits to Other Commissions

4, Reception at CIDIC Center

5, Publication of Antwerp Papers

6. Information re Antisemitism

I - London

-

Sunday Evening Steering Committee Meeting

Makeup of Delegation

Review of Agenda and Assignment of Topics

Proposed Invitation to Archbishop and Chief Rabbi to
Opening Session and/or Reception

5. WCC Publication (Werblowsky Draft)

6. WCC Central Committee Statements on the Middle East and

Jerusalem

poN -




IHE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Institute of Human Relations + 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 - 212/751-4000 + Cable Wishcom, N.Y.

December 4, 1974
To: Members of IJCIC
From: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

Subject: Pope Paul's Statement on UNESCO

The November 27th meeting of the IJCIC Steering Committee requested
that I draft a cable to the Vatican regarding the Pope John XXIII
peace prize that was to be awarded to UNESCO on Saturday, November 30.

In view of the lateness of time and the fact that the next day was
Thanksgiving Day, which would have made the clearance of a state-
ment difficult if not impossible, I took it upon myself to telephone
on Wednesday evening the Apostolic Delegate to the United States,
Archbishop Jean Jadot.

I explained to him odr concerns regarding the Vatican prize to UNESCO
and requested that he make an intervention in Rome along the follow-
ing lines:

. a) It would be an important gesture if the Vatican could make a
decision to withdraw the prize from UNESCO;

b) If that would not be possible, we think it would be both
morally appropriate and necessary that the Pope make a strong
critical statement of the politicization of UNESCO by the Arab-
Communist bloc.

In response ‘Archbishop Jadot said that he understood clearly our con-
cerns and sympathized with our point of view. He promised that he
would contact the Vatican 1mmed1ate1y and communicate our protest

and would let me know what action would be taken. On Friday he in-
formed me that the Pope would make a statement criticizing the UNESCO
action.

Subsequently the Archbishop sent me the text of the Pope's statement,
a copy of which I enclose. Under the circumstances, I think we can
regard this as a constructive and conciliatory response on the part
of the Vatican, and certainly on the part of Archbishop Jadot toward
the Jewish community and Israel

MHT : MSB ’ Jl CJ . c
Encls. _ )
74-700-111

ELMER L. WINTER, President ®

RICHARD MAASS, Chairman, Board of Governors ® MAYNARD . WISHNER, Chairman, Mational Executive Council @ THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chairman, Board of Trustees =
MORRIS M., BERGREEN, Treasurer & EMILY W. SUNSTEIN, Secretary = CGERARD WEINSTOCK, Associate Treasurer @  Monorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM,
LOUIS CAPLAN, IRVING M. ENGEL, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN = Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN, MRS. JACOB BLAUSTEIN, JACK A. GOLDFARS.
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JEROME L. GREEME, New York; LEONARD KAPLAN, Boston; EMERY E. KLINEMAN, New York; ARNOLD H. UNGERMAN, Tulsa ® BERTRAM H. GOLD, Execulive Vice-President



ROME - EXCERPTS FROM STATEMENT OF POPE PAUL VI ON OCCASION OF THE
‘AWARD OF POPE JOHN PEACE PRIZE TO UNESCO

- e e o e o e o o e W ow w

"It is a meeting at the highest level of ideas and it is precisely
on this level of ideas that we have met UNESCO - met it with our
support and with our admiration for the principle on which it is
founded and from which it services its many sided and provident acti-
vity, the principlg that '"peace must be built on the foundation ol the
intcllectual and moral solidarity of mankind.'" But let us say
straightaway that when today's meeting was arranged the episode
which has recently upset such a large part of the world of culture
was not foreseen. We are speaking of certain deliberations of the
recent General Conference of UNESCO. We are hence unexpectedly faced
with which upsets in public opinion the serenity
of this happy moment. Thus all the more we express the wish that this
unforescen case may find a speedy solution, trusting as we do in the
common desire for justice and peace of the parties concerned, and we
hope for this with the thought that the first to rejoice at it will
be the illustrious guests whom we have the honor to have prescent
here today, the directors and exponents of UNESCO by reason of the
universal and peaceful character and - as it has been said - the
spirit of tolerance which characterizes it, extraneous as it is to
political rivalries and always consistent in its own educational
scientific and cultural aims as witness its concern for the values
of history, of art, and of religion of a territory which is most

dear and sacred to all of us."
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RIGHTS OF JEWS AND PALESTINIANS STRESSED

Geneva (EPS) - The search for equal justice for both the Palestinian people and
the Jewish people remains a primary concern of the World Council of Churches, ac-

cording to Dr. Philip A. Potter, its general secretary.

Responding to a journalist's query following the UN General Assembly's recent recog-
nition of the Palestine Liberation Organization, Dr. Po‘ter said: ''We must not

give up the hope that both peoples will find the way to live together in a situa-
tion in which self-determination, independence and national sovereignty are obtained

and guaranteed for both.

""ore than ever before, it should be kept in mind that, as the WCC Executive Com-

mittee said last February at Bad Saarow (German Democratic Republic), 'It is of

the first importance that the rights of the Israeli Jews and implementation of the
(R 1)

rights of the Palestinians should not lead to injustice to either people'".
EPS

UNITED CHURCH'S MIDDLE EAST RESOLUTION

Des Moines, Iowa (EPS) - Some 225 members of the United Church of Christ attending
the 165th annual meeting of its overseas service arm have adopted a resolution call-
ing on both Palestinians and Israelis to recognize "the need and the right of

these respective peoples to full nationhood, including political statehood within

secure and mutually accepted borders".

The resolution also urged all parties to the conflict to pursue the difficult dia-
logue on political rights proposed by the UN General Assembly "with the determina-—

tion to achieve agreement rather than partisan victory".

A copj of the resolution was sent to President Gerald Ford with a note explaining
that the United Church's Board for World Ministries has worked in the Middle Fast
since 1819, seeking to promote the welfare of all the peoples in the area through
a variety of educational, medical and social services. President Ford and other

top US officials were asked to "exert every effort to facilitate this dialogue of

hope and to reduce the danger of a new outbreak of war".
EPS

From Marc H..Tanenbaum, AJC
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December 4, 19?4

His Excellency Archbishop Jean Jadot
Apostolic Dclegate

3339 Massachusetts Avenue
Washlngton,_D C. 20008

My dear Archbishop Jadot:

I appreciate very much your warm and thoughtful response to my
telephone call last Wednesday regarding the UNESCO award.

From our European office in Paris I have learned that Pope Paul
VI did make a critical statement regarding the recent politiciza-
tion of UNESCO. I want you to know of our deep appreciation for
your willingness to intervene in this 1mportant issue about which
there is so much concern in the Jewish community.

With my warmest personal good wishes for a joyous and enriching
holy season, I am

Fajthfully yedTs

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
MHT :MSB . " Interreligious Affairs
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TO: Members of the International Jewish Committee for
Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC)

FROM: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, IJCICICo-Secretary
' representing the American Jewish Committee

DATE: December 26, 1974

RE: VATICAN GUIDELINES TO BE ISSUED ON JANUARY 3, 1975:
A JEWISH CRITIQUE

Following is my critique of the proposed Vatican 'Guidelines" which

I propose as a basis for discussion with members of the Vatican Office
for Catholic-Jewish Relations when we meet in Rome from January 7
through 9:

The Guidelines for implementing the Vatican Council Declaration deal-
ing with Catholic=-Jewish relations have been promulgated as an inter-
nal document for the guidance of the Catholic community and, as such,

- it would normally be inappropriate for us to comment on an interior

Catholic matter - especially since its contents have not been formally
shared with IJCIC prior to their publication.

On other levels, however, it is not only appropriate but obligatory
that we clarify our views regarding critical aspects of this document:
first, the Guidelines make a number of explicit references which con-

stitute value judgments regarding the validity and legitimacy of

Judaism and the Jewish people. Insofar as we have accepted the re-
sponsibility of representing the interests of large segments of world
Jewry, we are morally obligated to assure that the dignity ‘and honor
of the Synagogue and the Jewish people are defended and upheld.
Second, Cardinal Willebrands in his introductory note to the Guide-
lines characterizes this document as ''the charter of the (Vatican)
Commission for relations with Judaism." The contents of the Guide-
lines are therefore of crucial significance for the future of
Catholic~Jewish relations in our lifetime, since it provides authori-
tative orientation for the Catholic people throughout the world in
both their official institutional and interpersonal daily relation-
ships with Jewish agencies and Jewish persons as neighbors and fellow-
citizens. '

Viewed in their entirety, the Guidelines represent from an informed
Jewish perspective a significant clarification of a number of vital
issues central to Catholic-Jewish relations which we welcome as a
constructive and timely contribution to the advancement of Jewish-
Christian understanding and cooperation.

At the same time, it contains regrettably certain formulations that
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no self-respecting Jewish person can live with in good conscience,
since these formulations imply a religious "second class'" status in
the family of faith communities,

The positive features of the Guidelines which we welcome include the
following:

a) A reiteration of the explicit condemnation by the Roman
Catholic Church of anti-Semitism and discrimination which was first
. contained in the Vatican Council Declaration on Non-Christian Religions.
The re~commitment to the cause of combatting anti-Semitism assumes
heightened importance today in light of current international con-
ditions in which this ancient hatred is being exploited systemati=-
cally by the enemies of the Jewish people, and therefore this action
is most timely.

b) The appeal to Catholics to recognize that 'dialogue demands
‘respect for the other as he is, above all, respect for his faith and
his religious convictions.'" In respect of Judaism and the Jewish
people that implies, as the Guidelines state, that Catholics seek "to
learn by what essential traits the Jews define themselves in the
light of their own religious experience.'" A declaration, if taken
seriously, would logically and morally necessitate a coming to terms
with the fact that the Jewish people's self definition centers on the
critical conviction that God's Covenant with Israel is ever-lasting
and is not subject to termination or substitution by the claims of
another faith community. As the Bible declares in Deuteronomy 7: 6-9:
"For thou art a holy people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God
hath chosen thee to be His own treasure, out of all peoples that are
upon the face of the earth.

"The Lord did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because you
were more in number than any people - for you were the fewest of all
peoples - but because the Lord loved you, and because He would keep

the oath which He swore unto your fathers, hath the Lord brought you
out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of Bondage,
from the land of Pharoah King of Egypt. Know therefore that the Lord
thy God, He is God, the faithful God, who keepeth Covenant and mercy
with them that love Him and keep His Commandments to a thousand gener-
ations,"

The free election by God of His people explicitly involves not only
the Sinaitic Covenant, but the Covenant with our Father Abraham by
which the Holy Land was promised to him and to his seed, the people
of Israel, until eternity. Any definition of contemporary Jewish
religious experience that does not provide for due comprehension and
acceptance of the inextricable bonds of God, People, Torah, and
Promised Land risks distortion of the essential nature of Judaism and



- -3 -

‘the Jewish people, and would constitute a regression in Jewish-
Christian understanding.

c) The charge to implement new understandings in scholarship
through the various methods of 'teaching and education" is a valuable
and needed reinforcement in these vital areas. The abandonment of the
false and polemical teachings regarding the alleged collective guilt
of the Jewish people for the death of Jesus, of the stereotypes of the
Pharisees as the corporate enemies of Jesus, and the so called spiri-
tual decline of Judaism after the first century - all these historic
falsehoods which have constituted an incitement to anti-Semitism - must
continue to be uprooted as the weeds of prejudice and discrimination.
The systematic incorporation of these new insights of contemporary
scholarship which have come to a fresh discovery of Judaism as a living
reality into all areas of Catholic Education, liturgy, and mass media
would constitute nothing less than a revolution in esteem between
‘Catholics and Jews everywhere,

d) The call to joint social action is particularly welcomed at
this time when such pressing national and international problems in-
volving so much human suffering require maximum cooperation.

As to the negative features of the Guidelines.we.wish to make clear
the following: While acknowledging the right of Christians to evan-
gelize, the assertion of a conversionary intention within the frame-
work of Guidelines for the improvement of Catholic-Jewish relations
cannot but cast doubts about the motivations of the entire program.
Presupposed in a conversionary approach to the Jewish people is a
clear assumption that Judaism is inadequate as the source of truth
and value to the Jewish people, and that the election of Israel as

a covenanted people has somehow been terminated. Such an assertion,
‘either implied or explicit, contradicts in fundamental ways other pos-
itive statements in the Guidelines that appear to recognize the in-
tegrity of Judaism in its own terms.

To welcome these Guidelines without making clear that these negations
or unresolved ambiguities toward Judaism and the Jewish people are
totally unacceptable to the Jewish conscience would be nothing less
than a betrayal of God's revelation to Israel and to truth itself.
Beyond that, such anachronistic claims, if uncontested, would under-
mine the authority and credibility of all those great Christian
scholars in all denominations, and in a variety of scholarly dis-
ciplines, who have been formulating a systematic new theology of
Israel that is congruent with the actual religious realities of
Judaism and the Jewish people. This theological development, the
most hopeful sign of Jewish-Christian relations in 1900 years, pro-
vides the only basis for genuine mutual acceptance and mutual trust
between Christians and Jews. We feel strongly that the Guidelines
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-must seek to encourage this development and not contribute to its
weakening or dissolution.

We therefore take seriously Cardinal Willebrand's instruction in the
introductory note that "the text does not give a Christian theology
of Judaism" which requires further study before a position can be
‘developed that will be acceptable to various schools of thought,
Jewish as well as Christian. We pledge our every cooperation in
‘that vital study and learning process that hopefully will lead to

a new positive era in Jewish-Christian relationships,

75-700-15



The consultation of the World Council of
Churches and the International Jewish Com- ;
mittee on Interreligious Consultations in
London early this year was a significant
meeting, with some Arab Christians and .

Jews from Israel also taking part. The Jewish

participants represented all shades of outlook STUDY ENCOUNTER
from very orthodox to liberal, and geographi- Vol. XI /| No. 4 | 1975
cally a wide area of the world. This is a report

of their thinking and discussions from which

political issues were not excluded.

The Concept of Power
in Jewish and Christian Traditions

Introduction

A joint consultation devoted to an examination of Jewish-Christian relations
was held January 13-16, 1975 in London. The sixth of its kind, it was sponsored
jointly by the World Councii of Churches and the International Jewish Committee
on Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC). The Jewish body is composed of the
World Jewish Congress, the Synagogue Council of America, the American
Jewish Committee, the B'nai B'rith Anti-Defamation League, and fhe Israel
Council for Interreligious Relations. The World Council of Churches' delegation
included this time Christian Arab participants also.

Co-chairmen of the consultation were Bishop George Appleton, former Arch-
bishop in Jerusalem, and Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein of New York, representing
the American Jewish Committee as chairman of IJCIC,

The consultation was greeted by the Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew Congre-
gations of the British Commonwealth, Dr Immanuel Jacobovits, and by the
Rev. Arnold Bellwood for the British Council of Churches.

The main theme of the meeting was ‘'The Concept of Power in Jewish and
Christian Traditions, its application to the contemporary social order; how does
this inform us in our joint search for world community?"'

Members of the consultation shared with one another their experiences as
participants in the Multilateral Dialogue with Men of Living Faiths, representing
Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, Christianity and Islam (Colombo, April 1974);
the consultation on Biblical Interpretation and the Middle East (Cartigny, January
1974); the Christian-Muslim Dialogues in Africa (July 1974) and in South-East
Asia (January 1975), and a meeting of the Catholic-dewish Liaison Committee
(Rome, January 1975). Information was also shared about the forthcoming Warld
Council of Churches’ Assembly at Nairobi (November 1975), which would include
a discussion on the topic "'The Search for Community"'.

Aspects of the present Middle East situation were also discussed, and views
were exchanged reemphasizing the respective rights to national self-determination
for the Jewish people in Israel and the Palestinian Arab people. In spite of the
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variety of views expressed, hopes were articulated by the participants that mutual
recognition could eventually be achieved, and they indicated a desire to contribute
to that result.

The following four areas were recommended for further exploration:

1. What models of society and of international community would respond best
to the requirements of transformation and redistribution of power?

2. The role of the state in exercising power.

3. How can change be brought about in society with 2 minimum of violence?
The role of non-violence.

4. The relation between power, justice and love.

An aide-mémoire

“"The concept of power in the Jewish and Christian traditions and its
application to the social order."

At earlier meetings the discussion centred on ‘‘the search for world com-
munity". Broad agreement was reached on certain fundamental issues. In par-
ticular, the encounter led to the recognition that world community was to be
understood as a ‘‘community of communities’’. Human beings belong to com-
munities and can be part of world community only through their communities.
World community must respect the integrity of communities. Quite naturally
this discussion raised the issue of power and its role in building up community.
Thus the theme '“The concept of power in the Jewish and Christian traditions
and Its application to the social order' was chosen for further investigation at
the meeting in London.

The discussion helped to understand the approaches to the problems involved
on both sides. Both convergences and differing emphases became apparent.
The group decided to summarize a few of the main considerations in an aide-
mémoire and to suggest some major issues for further debate.

1. Problems of interpretation

a) When we speak about power what are we talking about? The term can be
used in many different shades of meaning. The discussion at the consultation
confined its attention to the role and exercise of power in ordering society. Other
meanings were touched upon but not pursued in discussion.

b) The discussion soon showed that in the biblical sources the issue of power
is not dealt with in a conceptional way. No defined notion is readily available.
The biblical tradition consists of accounts of responses to actual situations in
which power was used or misused. These stories are the material which must
inspire our response today. No direct deduction from biblical sources is possible.
Rather the present historical situation must be understood and judged in the light
of and in analogy to the responses transmitted in the Bible. Law and command-
ments have to be interpreted.

¢) Inthe ongoing process of interpretation, the basic principles of our tradition
can be adapted to answering problems arising out of the modern situation.

d) It is important to recognize that the needs of the present situation inevitably
lead to underlining, among the responses found in the tradition, those which
illuminate best the way to be followed.
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e) Most texts in the Bible refer to the role and exercise of power within one
people or community. The exercise of power in the international community is
not central within the horizon of the biblical authors. Theological reflection on
the basis of international community requires, therefore, the conscious trans-
position of biblical indications into that new context.

2. Points of broad agreement

a) Power has its ultimate source in God. Power exercised in society is essen-
tially derivative and must be understood as a gift entrusted to man. He would
trespass his role if he regarded himself as the source of power. This recognition
of God as ultimate source excludes any absolute claims of man over man. Both
traditions oppose with equal emphasis every tendency towards totalitarianism or
exploitative oppression.

b) Power should be exercised for the freedom and benefit of all. This concern
entails the concern over the adequate balance of power in society. Power has
the inherent tendency to maintain itself over and against others. Power is often
used to justify the status quo. Excessive concentration of power must therefore
be resisted. Transfer of power is needed to achieve justice and wide partici-
pation. But more than mere transfer of power is required. The real task is the
transformation of power in the process of its redistribution. Readiness to trans-
fer, redistribution and transformation are the preconditions to make this process
effective.

3. Differing emphases

Though no fundamental difference emerged in the understanding of the role
and exercise of power in society the discussion made manifest that the Jewish
and Christian traditions place the emphasis somewhat differently at least in some
respects.

a) On the whole the Jewish tradition views power as being neutral. Power is
God's and everything depends on the use which is made of it. Use or abuse
make power good or evil. Christians stressed more the corrupting effects of
power. Power, by its very nature, is a temptation. Power exists only where the
human being exists and since human beings are sinful, power does not exist
apart from sin. There is need for a constant struggle against the destructive
aspects of power.

b) On the whole the Jewish tradition is concerned with the exercise of power
in the realm of history. Christians had a stronger tendency to refer to the ulti-
mate, the exercise of power in the realm of the penultimate. A major concern of
the Jewish tradition is the maintenance of a just and viable society. Christians
stressed more the need of measuring society on the ground of ultimate criteria
of justice and love.

¢) There is another difference of emphasis concerning the place of weakness
and powerlessness in God's action. Jewish tradition, basing itself on justice
and God's love, insists on the proper exercise of power for the protection and
the benefit of the weak and the powerless. While sharing this concern, Christian
thinking places greater emphasis on the values of chosen powerlessness and
poverty, God's might becomes manifest in man's chosen powerlessness. He
elects and makes man his instrument. The Christian tradition tends therefore to
regard powerlessness as especially conduclve to true spiritual life.



4. Different contexts of theologizing

How can these differences of emphasis be explained? They may have their
reasons partly in the different contexts which determined the development of the
two traditions. dJewish tradition arose out of and reflects the comprehensive
concern for the life of a specific people. Christian tradition, from its early history,
presupposes a distinction between church and sociely. The Jewish thinking
reflects the responsibility for the order of society as a whole while Christian
thinking looks to society from the standpoint of a distinct religious community.

5. Issues for further exploration

a) What models of society and of international community would respond best to
the requirements of transformation and redistribution of power? The consultation
only dealt with the preliminaries of this issue. Agreement could be reached on
some general principles. But how are these principles to be applied? What
models of society are called for?

b) The role of the state in exercising power: For the maintenance of order in any
society the exercise of authority by the state is required. What power should
legitimately be given to the state? What is the role of the state in securing the
distribution of power? What are the elements in the two traditions which chal-
lenge us to rethink the concept of the state?

¢) How can change be brought about in sociely with a minimum of violence?
The role of non-violence: The pace of changes and development in the present
period of history requires rapid adaptations, often more rapid than human con-
sciousness is able creatively to adjust to in a smooth process. Often changes
occur through pressure and violence because there is no readiness to advance
according to the needs of a just and solidary society. Stafus quo power tends to
provoke counterpower, violence and even terrorism. Governmental and revolution-
ary violence tend to provoke lasting disorder and deterioration of human relations.
How can the necessary changes be achieved with a minimal use of violence?
What are the most effective methods that can be used to bring about necessary
changes in the social order in different situations?

d) The relation between power, justice and love: |s there a tension between
power and justice on the one hand, and love on the other? Some Christians
made the attempt to use the revelation of God’s love for man as the starting point
for their reflection on the political and social order which is required today. Can
this starting point be used? And if yes, how can concrete conclusions be derived?
The relationship between the three notions is in need of further clarification.

The concept of power in the Jewish tradition
Summary of the paper presented by Rabbi Louis Jacobs

The concept of power implies a capacity to achieve ends by exerting control
over something or someone. The man of power is able fo manipulate things or
persons so as to make them serve his interests or those of the causes in which
he believes or for the sheer joy the heady experience of dominion gives him.
Since power is self-serving, many moralists have tended to see it as intrinsically
evil, liable, as in Lord Acton's famous dictum, to corrupt and in its absolute form
to corrupt absolutely. It should be said right away that this is not the Jewish
attitude to power, in so far as we can speak of a Jewish attitude having in mind
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our previous reservations. A perusal of the Jewish sources seems to demon-
strate that they see power either as morally neutral or occasionally even as good,
certainly not as an evil, provided that power is exercised to control nature, not to
coerce other human beings, and provided that no attempt is made by man to
imagine that he can achieve without divine aid the power to which he is entitled.

“Dominion’’ or “power” is not given to man unconditionally. He is obliged
to acknowledge his indebtedness to God for the capacity with which he has been
endowed of exercising control over God's world. His position in life is that of
steward not of owner. In later Judaism, the sabbath, on which *‘work" is for-
bidden, was interpreted as a weekly reminder to man that God alone has absolute
control of His universe, man enjoying his privileges as of permission not as of
right. We read in the Babylonian Talmud (Sabbath 119b): ““Rabbi Hamnuna said:
‘He who prays on the eve of the sabbath and recites and the heaven and the earth
were finished (Genesis 2 :1) Scripture treats of him as though he had become
a partner with the Holy One, blessed be He, in the work of creation’.” In another
passage (Sanhedrin 10a) it is said that when a judge gives a true and fair decision
Scripture treats it as if he had become a partner with the Holy One, blessed be
He, in the work of creation. This idea of man's co-partnership with God was
extended by the Kabbalists so as to make the flow of divine grace through all
creation dependent on the prior efforts of man. Every deed of man has cosmic
significance. "“The impulse from below awakens the impulse from above."
God has given man the power to empower God himself as it were.

Yet, according to the classical sources of Judaism, for all the power man has,
he is obliged to acknowledge that without God he is nothing.

The use of power to manipulate nature so as to serve human needs is, then,
perfectly legitimate and is seen as one of God's gifts to man. If such is needed,
this is the Biblical warrant, the religious justification, for the advancement of
science and technology and the development of human culture. “The heavens
are the heavens of the Lard; But the earth hath He given to the children of men"’
(Psalms 115:16). On the other hand, the use of power by humans to bend other
humans to their will is the oppression that is so ruthlessly condemned in all the
classical sources of Judaism. The problem is posed in its most extreme form
when a man can only preserve his own life by using his power to deprive another
man of his life. This question is discussed in the Talmud and the conclusions
codified as authoritative in the standard Codes of Jewish law. Here the principle
of self-defence is accepted. ''If someone comes to kill thee get in first and kill
him'" is the rule as stated in the Talmud (Sanhedrin 72a). The victim of a potential
murderer is not obliged to remain passive and allow himself to be killed. He
must take up arms in his own defence to slay the aggressor (if there is no other
way of escape) who, as the initiator, forfeits his claim to life. But otherwise than
in self-defence a man is not allowed to purchase his life by depriving another
man of his.

That the use of power by an individual or group to exploit other individuals or
groups is an intolerable evil is implied throughout the Hebrew Bible. The biblical
villains such as Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezar and Haman are chiefly condemned
because of their tyrannical abuse of power to enslave and destroy. It is true that
in these instances the victims of aggression are Israelites, yet it would be a com-
plete distortion of the biblical record to read the biblical authors as disapproving
of aggression only when it was directed against their own people by its enemies.
The prophets condemn with equal vehemence the powerful among their own
folk who take advantage of the weak, the poor and the stranger and they are
sufficiently interested in the moral quality of the life of the other nations around



them to castigate these nations for the crimes and atrocities they perpetrate
against one another. Such is the constant burden of the prophet and is referred
to repeatedly by the law-giver.

One of the conclusions which seems inescapable is that, according to the
Jewish sources, power exercised for the realization of legitimate ends, one of
which is the enrichment of human life, is a God-given right. There is nowhere
any suggestion that power is evil in itself. It is not unknown in the history of
religion for power to be relegated to the sphere of the demonic. The danger of
such an approach is that it leads men to argue; since power is in any event evil
but requires to be embraced for the sake of survival, logic dictates that it be given
its place come what may. It is hard to appeal to ethical standards in an area
acknowledged to be intrinsically unethical. Once, however, the legitimacy of
power is acknowledged, ethics can step in to make the distinction between its
lawful and unlawful exercise. It can then be declared that power is unlawful
when it is exercised at the expense of the rights and ambitions, the property and
life, of others.

On the practical level, it hardly needs saying, the real problem is to define when
power is being used to frustrate aggression and when it is being used as a means
of aggression. So far as individuals are concerned, the man of integrity can
generally recognize whether or not he is the initlator of the aggression and so
whether the use of power against it is justified and even when he is in doubt he
may prefer to err in favour of others. In relations between groups or nations or
federations the problem becomes far more complicated, both because the demar-
cation line between illegal aggression and legitimate self-defence is far more
finely drawn and because in relations between groups excessive altruism is at
the expense of the individual members of the group. A saintly individual can
well be praised for a voluntary surrender of his power, for enriching another at
the expense of himself. In the language of the Rabbinic book Ethics of the Fathers
(5:10), the man who says: '"What is mine is thine and what is thine is thine"' is
a saint. For the leaders of a group to say to the leaders of another group: “What
is ours is yours and what is yours is yours”' is far more questionable since those
. leaders would then be engaged in the extremely dubious activity of being saintly
at the expense of those to whom their greatest loyalty is due. Itis perhaps unlikely
but not entirely impossible that this is the meaning of the much discussed verse 34
of the 14th chapter of the book of Proverbs, the Hebrew of which can be rendered:
“Righteousness exalteth a nation; But the practice of hesed (i.e. excessive gener-
osity) by a people is sinful."

A final word needs to be said on the wider question, with which we began
our investigation, of the use of the classical sources for guidance with regard
to a moral question such as this. In addition to the factors to which we have al-
ready called attention are the compositeness and lack of systematic thought in the
sources and the difficulty of distinguishing between aggression and self-defence,
one of which is condemned in the sources, the other advocated; new conditions,
not envisaged In the classical literature render some of the problems more acute.
The problem of the emergent nations and their use of power in order to achieve
self-determination, for instance, is one that could only have arisen in a world
made much more sophisticated by the advance of technology, more divided by a
variety of social and political theories, and made much smaller by the Increase of
communications. To be sure the principles are there in the sources. How they
are to be applied is another matter.

Our investigation has, consequently, remained within the realm of pure theory.
But in a religlon like Judaism, which, for all its stress on activism, knows of the
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idea of Midrash, of searching the Torah in order to discover the truth, theory is
far from unimportant. The practical Jew Is less than practical unless he has a
sound Jewish philosophy to guide and inspire him. In Ethics of the Fathers (1:1T)
Rabban Simeon ben Gamaliel sounds a cautionary note: “All my days | have
grown up among the wise and yet | have found nothing of better service than
silence. Not Midrash in itself but doing is the main thing. And whoever is profuse
of words causes sin.'" Yes, Midrash may not be in itself ‘“the main thing"' yet it
is through Midrash that the eyes of the blind are opened. In the area we are
considering, especially, theory counts. It is the theoreticians, for good or ill,
who have moved men to action.

We are the music makers,
We are the dreamers of dreams,
Wandering by lone sea-breakers,
And sitting by desolate streams; —
World-losers and world-forsakers,
On whom the pale moon gleams:
Yet we are the movers and shakers
Of the world for ever, it seems.

The concept of power in the Christian tradition
by Prof. Charles West

Theses in the light of the discussion

1. Human power is not neutral

a) As response to God's calling and part of the promise of the created world it
is good for human beings to have and seek power.

b) As expression of human drive to “be as gods'’, to make self and its desires
— individual or collective — absolute, power is demonic and destructive.

2. All human power is thus ambivalent. Collective expressions of it gain a super-
human status (principalities and powers in the New Testament) of which we are
agents and victims.

3. The theological task Is to discern and bear witness to the way in which God
turns human power despite human sin to his creative purposes. He does not do
so0 by: a) subjecting it to an eternal order which essentially negates power; b) mak-
ing human power itself the only expression of his work on earth.

Both of these absolutize in fact something less than God.

4. God's power is expressed in covenant with his people. It is a function of the
relation. Power therefore only has meaning as the means by which the promise
of this relation is realized, In justice, love and peace (shalom).

5. This means that creation-nature Is to be respected not as an unchanging
structure set by eternal law but as a sphere wherein human beings are to discern
the divine work and bring forth its fruits themselves. It is a medium through
which divine judgment happens when we misuse this stewardship.

6. The deepest character of divine power is realized/in the love whereby He
emptled himself and took the form of a servant in Jesus Christ, suffered at the
hands of human power and rose again from the dead to reign over the powers of
this world. In this Christians discover a power which can save them from their
own self-centred misuse of power, and give them hope of new life. This redemp-
tion operates in the world, not just In individuals.



7. We are called therefore to be stewards of the oikonomia of Christ in this world
—the whole plan of God. This is a call to exercise and take responsibility for
the power given us, as witnesses to and not as substitutes for the power of God.
This will involve:

a) bringing restraining or transforming (revolutionary) power against the demonic
and selfish powers of this world, but always as witness to a new covenant
with those against whom we struggle or whom we restrain;

b) enabling, liberating others to a free relationship with us in which power will
be shared and human possibilities opened up in community.

8. We are called to practice metanoia — change of mind and heart — from our
constant tendency to look at and judge from our own anxieties and fears and to
use power for our own purposes. To discern God's power is always to be changed
in our relations with others by the challenge of hearing them and thus discovering
new possibilities which we can trust and realize.

9. This means that coercive, political power has a limited function. It may create
a rough balance of power, a rough justice, but it cannot create community. It is
always in tension with the power of the servant, the power of love and of the finer
aspects of justice.

a) This may legitimate, but limits, the role of violence in maintaining or changing
social order.

b) This calls for a distribution of power in society so that all may make their
influence felt and none may override the humanity of others.

c¢) It calls for a careful legitimation and limitation of political and economic power
and a constant review of the terms of this legitimation in the interests of a
proper governing, serving and liberating function.

Power and powerlessness: a Jewish perspective
Summary of the paper presented by Prof. Shlomo Avineri

1. One of the symbolic acts following the destruction of the Temple in Jeru-
salem was the decree of Emperor Vespasian which stipulated that the voluntary
contribution formerly paid by Jews all over the world for the maintenance of the
Temple, half a shekel annually per person, would henceforward have to be paid by
all Jews as a tax into the Imperial fiscus. The focus of Jewish self-government
was thus being destroyed not only physically but normatively as well, and its
very symbol was made into a mark of Jewish subjugation to the Roman yoke.
The period of Jewish powerlessness was inaugurated.

2. It would, however, be a mistake to imagine that the period of lack of political
power — the Exile — also meant a period of social atomization and lack of internal
mechanisms of integration for the Jews. It was not the individual Jewish person
who had to confront the generally hostile world and contend with it, but the Jewish
community, which integrated the powerless individual Jew into a cohesive and
meaningful unity. It was this unity which through its voluntary institutions gave
content and value to Jewish identity. A person who preferred to remain Jewish
under Christian or Muslim persecution had a community to fall back upon: to be
Jewish meant to be a member in a Jewish kehifa, a Jewish community, a congre-
gation.

3. It is to the medieval, pre-emancipation Jewish community, the kehila, that
we have to look for an explanation for Jewish survival under conditions of political
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powerlessness. Itis in it that we may also try to find a model for a sort of volun-
tary, socially-oriented structure of power which might serve us in our contempor-
ary quest for a possible answer to the dilemma of power and its abuses in our
own societies.

4. The internal authority of Jewish communal institutions rested solely on free,
consensual acceptance, since every individual Jew could, if he so wished, opt
out of the reach of this communal authority by embracing the majority religion.

Jews were not only a minority, but a volunfary minority: in pre-modern times,
nobody was forced to be a Jew; it was the contrary.

5. The legitimacy of communal institutions rested ultimately not on necessity
("'we have to stick together') or even rational self-interest (‘‘united we stand,
divided we fall"') but on the channelling of communal resources towards the
preservation of those values and the institutions necessary for their survival
which enhanced the further existence and development of the social cohesion
clustered around the elements of self-consciousness which the individual Jewish
person wished to preserve. In other words, those institutions were developed
which were thought to be instrumental in the preservation of Jewish values.
Service to others — to the members of the community — rather than power over
them was thus the rationale of these institutions. Since the kehila did not and
could not wage war, more of the voluntary taxation was used for welfare than in
any other comparable institution.

Within the feudal and absolutist European societies, Jewish kehilot were nuclei
not only of autonomous, seif-governing republics, but also forerunners of modern
conceptions of welfare. It was for this reason that Moses Hess, one of the foun-
ders of modern socialist Zionism and a close friend of Karl Marx, said that Jewish
religion has been historically **social democratic''. What he meant was not a
reference to the dogma, but to the social and historical praxis of Judaism.

6. It is obvious that it was the specific conditions within which Jews lived in
Christian and Muslim societies that determined the historical characteristics of
the structure of Jewish institutions and therefore these institutions cannot be
easily duplicated; nor are they universally applicable. Yet it might be worthwhile
to reflect that these institutions determined to a large extent the mode of Jewish
political revival expressed in Israel and their traces can be found in present-day
Israeli institutions. This may suggest that their scope is possibly wider than the
rather narrow and specific conditions of Jewish kehila life.

Because of the voluntaristic, socially-oriented and consensual nature of Jewish
historical communal institutions, the Jewish renaissance in the Land of Israel
was also heavily tilted towards the social, not the political. Every Jewish new
village or new town had an internally democratic constitution; each kibbutz was
a polis, self-governing, legislating for itself, through Its General Assembly, its
social and communistic goals; land and industry were cooperatively and collec-
tively owned, with the trade unions becoming the major owners of the command-
ing heights of the economy. A Jewish self-governing sociefy in the Land of Israel
emerged decades before the formal establishment of the sfate; the pluralistic,
voluntaristic and socialistically-oriented nature of contemporary Israeli society
owes its origins and dynamism to this tradition going back to the Jewish voluntary
kehila of the Diaspora.

7. The just struggle for liberation unfortunately has been often too narrowly
conceived, as if it dealt merely with the fransfer of power, while power itself
remained a constant factor. Such a purely political conception of liberation,
historically understandable as it may be, can become self-defeating and may



result in the mere substitution of one class of masters by another: that this sub-
stitution may mean a change in the racial background of the masters may perhaps
enhance the legitimacy of the new rulers; nevertheless it does not and cannot
solve the dilemma of power, since society has not yet created new structures
that should themselves be free from the dichotomy between masters and slaves.

8. The transformation of power from an exploitative to a cooperative and en-
riching relationship has thus to emerge in the wake of the merely political form of
liberation. New social relationships have to be evolved and encouraged, cutting
across the traditional concepts of national sovereignty as well as through the
vertical structures of political power within states. Participatory democracy, a
truly consensual form of government, a leadership geared to service and not
towards domination have to become the postulate for countries liberated from
foreign domination. One of the difficulties of the present era is that very little of
this transformation is actually taking place.

There are few examples to the contrary: the voluntaristic and truly participatory
nature of TANU in Tanzania or many aspects of the voluntary land-reform move-
ment in India, stand out as noble exceptions. They do at least show that an
alternative approach to power is feasible and may become viable,

In our deliberations, one should beware of letting a justifiable feeling of guilt
on the part of the Western Christian world towards the Third World transform
itself into an acceptance of every enormity and outburst of new injustice just
because they happen to be perpetrated by people who are non-white. We strive
towards a common humanity, and a mere reversal of the distribution of power
still leaves power where it always was: at the centre of human affairs, demanding
its sacrifices from the universality of mankind. The task is to attempt a redefi-
nition of social authority in terms devoid of power, welding social organizations
for service and not domination. The Jewish kehila has shown that such a system
is possible.

Application of the Christian concept of power

to the social order in the light of our shared quest
for world community

Summary of the paper presented by Prof. S. L. Parmar

The quest for world community expresses a longing for a new social order.
The obvious implication is that we are dissatisfied, perhaps even disillusioned,
with the existing order. As such, those engaged in this quest have a twofold
task. Firstly, to identify the nature of the malaise in the prevailing situation and
secondly, to be willing to struggle to change what is, in order to lay the foun-
dation of what should be.

Due to my special inclinations this paper focuses only on some economic
aspects of a social order reflective of world community. "An attempt is made to
suggest certain essential elements of a truly communitarian economy. These
stand in striking contrast to the major determinants of the socio-economic sys-
tems that hold sway.

]

One assumes that the '“shared quest for world community" is not limited to the
two partners in our dialogue: Jews and Christians. ‘‘Ecumenical’ refers to the
whole inhabited earth. Therefore, all nations and peoples, all religions and
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Ideologies, should be within the purview of the *‘community’” we visuallze. Short
of such comprehensiveness, a narrow Jewish-Christian prescription for com-
munity would reflect separatism, arrogance and dubious neo-triumphalism.

The term “‘community’’ refers to some social organization. To establish and
manage any social organization, some degree of power is essential. One of the
most significant developments of our times is the quest for world community:
a social organization that will move beyond the narrow frame of reference of
tribe, ethnlc or linguistic group, nation and region, to encompass the whole
human family.

A new social order with such idealistic dimensions must be more than just a
new kind of organizational entity. For instance, a few powerful nations could
band together to force the rest of the world into a single frame more amenable
to their manipulations and lust for domination. That, however, would be a
negation of community, though it would be an efficient world organization. More
important than the organizational aspect is the underlying ethos. Our view of
world community predicates that justice, equality and mutually supportive inter-
dependence would provide the underpinnings of the sacial order. This requires
a new spirit; the spirit of goodwill towards all men. What is the nature of power
for the attainment of such a society?

The Christian basls of power is LOVE. Love-generated power overcomes
divisiveness and mutual distrust. But there is often an aura of sentimentalism
around the ethics of love. ''A new heaven and a new earth' such as the concept
of world community implies, are not established by pious exhortations to human
goodness and wisdom. Structures of injustice are Immune to sentimental invo-
cations. If power is to express love, it must promote justice. That means that
the first step in building up such power is to oppose injustice. ‘'Love your neigh-
bour as yourself'’ and “Let justice flow down like waters'' are integral parts of
the power that is needed.

As a theologically inept layman | have often wondered why an apparently harm-
less person like Jesus was crucified. He did not openly threaten the power struc-
ture. There must have been more dangerous opponents of the system, like
Barabbas. But while the latter was viewed as a minor irritant, Jesus appeared

- to be a major threat — because his ethics of love represented a potential force
that would shake and overthrow *‘principalities and powers'. Those of us who
suggest love as the basis of power are automatically committing ourselves to
oppose structures of injustice. This is an unnerving thought and makes one
conscious of one's inadequacy. From the very outset, therefore, the advocates
of a Christian basis of power must realize their own inadequacy and yet proceed
in the faith that the spirit of God will use us despite our limitations.

v

From a Christian perspective we could identify three characteristics of power
for building world community.

First, such power must have moral moorings, that is, a transcendental element.
Second, it must be built upon sharing and solidarity with others.

Third, the quality of sharing would be such that it builds rather than stunts the
potential of those who are helped.

Moral moorings: The power we need for community is not an outcome of human
ablility alone. It can even use human disabllity for creative purposes. God is the
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source of such power, hence it has a transcendental dimension. Without this
divine attribute power will inevitably corrupt and divide people. Our present
social ethos has a tendency to love things and use men.

Implications of sharing: If power is to promote justice it must be ‘others-
oriented'' rather than “'self-oriented’’. Who are these “‘others"? According to
the teachings of Jesus, they include "the least of these my brethren'. Primacy
has, therefore, to be given to the so-called weaker sections of the human family,
both within and between nations.

The quality of sharing: The application of power to promote social justice would
enable the weak to acquire strength through a flowering of their potential. In
economic terminology, social justice increases both productive capacity and
savings capacity and empowers the heneficlaries to become effective participants
in the process of development. The poor are not to be permanent charges on
society, to be "looked after'’ by others. Power to the powerless would give them
the economic and political ability to do something for all.

Promotion of social justice enhances the possibilities of self-reliance. Alms-
giving and sporadic acts of charity have existed since time immemorial. But they
have failed to eradicate poverty and injustice.

v

The "‘one-world'" approach which has been a polestar of social progressive
thought since the mid-forties, represents a projection of the welfare-state idea
to the whole world. It implies that resources of the world should be used for the
wellbeing of all mankind; that, therefore, the strong should bear greater burdens
to support the weak, by a transfer of resources to the latter; and that, as a conse-
quence, all will gain since the erstwhile weak will be enabled to contribute more
effectively to the social product and there will also be a defusing of conflict
conditions. :

However, it would be hasty to conclude that a modern welfare state provides
the right model for world community. The welfare state is, without doubt, a great
improvement on the iniquitous competitive system that prevailed earlier. It con-
tains a number of positive elements which subscribe to a communitarian approach.
But certain potent threats to community continue to survive within the welfare
state. Production for private profit, stimulus to irrational consumerism, glaring
social and economic inequalities, exploitation by dominant groups, pursuit of
militarism to enhance national prestige and bargaining power, and so on, still
prevail. We cannot build world community on such shaky foundations.

Vi

Towards a communitarian economic order: It has been suggested that sharing
in a spirit of solidarity is a cardinal element of a communitarian economic order.
That would require a responsible use of society's resources in the corporate
interest. Such a viewpoint corresponds to Christian norms of stewardship.
Unfortunately, stewardship has sometimes been misconstrued as a directive
from God to dominate and exploit nature and other human beings for the benefit
of those who are able to do so. Hence in the name of stewardship and dominion
over God's creation, believers have justified selfish action by so-called Christian
people to subjugate others on the ground that the latter had failed to make good
use of the God-given resources. Such apologetics for imperialism and inhuman
treatment of people under colonialism have tarnished Christian social thought in
the past. The ethics of love, with its emphasis on justice, helps us to rediscover
the deeper significance of stewardship.
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The great Indian leader, Mahatma Gandhi, developed a concept of frusteeship,
which seems to be more in line with the concern for justice. According to him:
“"Everything belonged to God and was from God. Therefore, it was for His people
as a whole, not for a particular individual. When an individual had more than his
proportional portion he became a trustee of that portion for God's people.”

Trusteeship represents a new property relation. Gandhiji did not think of prop-
erty in its traditional form. To him property was not personal possession to be
utilized for the satisfaction of the owner's unbridled wants. It was something
which the owner was to keep in trust for the needs of society. The emphasis was
not on ownership but on stewardship. This is an approach that subverts the
very basis of private property and profit. Emphasis is placed on the communitarian
nature of individual wealth. One could enlarge the idea to signify that the wealth
of each nation should be used for the wellbeing of the global human community.
The basic criterion for apportioning resources becomes distributive justice on a
world scale.

Briefly, this would imply the following:
One: a change from private ownership to corporate ownership.

Two: production for private profit must give way to socially useful production.
The former often represents greed; the latter, need.

Three: in the light of the suggestions about private ownership and profit it is
necessary to evolve a new concept of incentives. The ftraditional view is that
relatively scarce factors of production, like capital and enterprise, should be
given special incentives to draw them into the production process. This tends
to favour more privileged sections of society. A communitarian approach requires
that higher priority be given to the needs and aspirations of the less privileged.
These days there is considerable emphasis placed upon people's participation
in development.

Four: our focus should shift from quantitative to qualitative growth. Allincreases
in production add to quantity, but not necessarily to the ingredients for building
community. For instance, production of luxuries widens social and economic
disparities, while that of essentials strengthens a levelling process. The former
weakens community, the latter promotes it. The same kind of conclusion would
obtain if one considers the production of armaments vis-3-vis goods and services
that ameliorate deprivation.

Five: it is essential to introduce a desirable minimum and permissible maximum
into an economic system. There would be wide agreement on having a desirable
minimum for all. But this would be incomplete unless it Is linked up with a per-
missible maximum. Firstly, because the global shortage of resources means
that to provide the minimum it would be necessary to withdraw resources that
are used to sustain an ever-rising maximum. Secondly, because reduction of
inequality is a prerequisite of world community. Therefore, together with a floor
we must have a ceiling as well. Thirdly, because continuance of growing affluence
for a few alongside sub-marginal existence for the many is not possible without
exploitation.

Six: it is generally suggested that the rich should be trustees for the poor. The
Christian view of stewardship is more comprehensive. It implies responsibility
for sharing in the corporate interest even on those who have very little. Such
sharing becomes the basis for self-reliance. Instead of expecting help from
others, those who are weak should begin by helping themselves, despite the
paucity of the resources at their command.
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Vil

All this might sound unrealistic, even utopian. In terms of the values and struc-
tures that determine power and relations between nations and peoples today, it
is indeed so. But since we have the courage to talk about world community at a
time when fragmentation, aggressive groupings and a variety of tensions between
nations is the narmal pattern, we are not thinking of what is feasible but of what
is desirable. Without a vision the people perish. The vision of a world com-
munity is indeed a noble one which is vital for the salvation of mankind.

How do we act in order to move towards world community? There are two
broad suggestions that could be considered:

First, we have to begin by opposing structures of injustice.

Second, the mode of struggle requires careful exploration. So far both the
forces of oppression and liberation rely mainly on violence. This is understandable
as it is part of the human legacy. But violence destroys many important com-
ponents of ‘‘community”. If we are to learn from history it would appear that
we need to discover non-violent forms of struggle as the rational mode of the
future. Violence does lead to important social change, to eradication of injustice.
But it has failed to eliminate the poison of hatred from society. On the contrary
it tends to Intensify it. In the interest of world community we need a new weapon
which will draw out the poison from society and help in the process of beating
swords into ploughshares.

Power Is seldom relinquished without the use of a counterpower. Therefore,
our quest for world community leaves no choice but to generate such a counter-
power. The question is: “What kind of counterpower is in harmony with the
Christian ethics of love?""
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016

MINUTES
SCA Board of Directors Meeting
February 5, 1975

Chairman: Rabbi Irwin M. Blank, President

CCAR: Runbbi Irwin M. Blank, Rabbi Martin
Freedman, Rabbi Jaseph Glaser, Rabbi
Harold D. Hehn, Rabbi Robert Marx,
Rabbi Joel Zion

RA: Rabbi Ezra Finkelstein, Rabbi Saul
Teplitz, Rabbi Malcolm Thomson

RCA:  Rebbi Morris Gorelik, Rabbi Emanuel
Holzer, Rabti Israel Klavan, Rabbi
Paul Levovitz, Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld,
Rabbi Walter Wurzburger

UAHC: Rabbi Balfour Brickner, Dr. William
Groisser, Earl Morse

Us: Morris Laub, Arthur Levine, Samuel
Rothstein, Dr. Ruth Waxman, David
Zucker

Guests: Professor Louis Henkin, Mrs. Harold
Kamsler, Rabbi Allan Longner, Dr.
Samuel Lewin

Staff:  Rabbi Henry Siegman, Gwenn Rosenfeld,
Iro Silverman, Jonathan Wolf

Rabb! lrwin M. Blonk welcomed Robbi Allan Langner and Dr. Samuel Lewin, repre-
sonting the Natonal Religious Affairs Committee of the Canadian Jewish Congress,
ond Mrs, Harold Kamsler, Women's League of Conservative Judaism.

Rebbl Blenk expressed his warm appreciation to Rabbi Irving Lshrman and Moses
Hegnsteln for their efforts In organizing a dinner in honor of Senator Richard B.
Stone in Miemi Beach on January I9.

I SYNAGOGUE-FEDERATION RELATIONS

Rabbi Blank invited Rabbi Fabion Schonfeld, President of the Rak>inical Council

of America, to comment on the consultation of the SCA Committee cn Synagogue-
Federation Relations and the CJFWF Task Force on Synagogue-Federation Relations,
held in Chicago on Jonuary 28, which Rabbi Schonfeld attended. He said that

our participants could have been more carefully briefed, and that there prob=

ably should have been a larger representation from communiiias outside New

York. He was impressed with some of the things that the federations cre doing

In the area of leadership training and urged that we invelve on our sida people

with expertisa In this area.

Rabbl Henry Siegman augmented Rabbi Schonfeld's report and stressed that the
specific purpose of the consultation was a discussion of synagogue and federation
leadership development programs. It was ogreed that the two committees would
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issue a joint statement urging cooperation between synagogues and federations
in developing leadership training programs in local communities, and that SCA
and CJFWF would seek jointly to encourage medel programs in three or four
local communities. It was pointed out during the course of the discussion

that a major problem with some federation-sponsored programs is that they offer
"peck experiences" which are not followed up afterwards, and often tend by
design to bypass the c2*ablished religious institutions in the local community.

Rabbi Balfour Brickner noted tha t the CFJWF representatives at the Chicago
meeting = although very young = were impressive in the sense of commitment
to Judaism that they piojected.

Arthur Levine, President of the United Synaogogue, informed the Plenum that
his organization adopted a formal policy statement which sees federations

as a direct threat to the synagogues, specifically in their encouragement

of "community schools," which undermines denominational religious education.
As important as |eadership development may be, he felt that the Council

should give its attention to the problem of Jewish education. Rabbi Fabian
Schonfeld agreed with Mr. Levine.

Rabbi Paul Levovitz said that there were other serious problems as well, in-
cluding the role of Jewish community centers.

Rabbi Blank stated that the matter raised by Mr. Levine would be referred
to the SCA Commiitee on Synagogue-Federation Relations, and that its
members would be asked to work out a Synagogue Council position on the
subject before raising the matter with CJFWF,

Il SOCIAL POLICY

Rabbi Robert Marx reported on an important consultation to be held by the
Committee on Social Policy and a number of Black leaders on February é.
This is a follow-up of efforts by the Committee to reestablish a Black-Jewish
coalition, whizh included a consultation in Chicage on November [1-12
with representatives of Reverend Jesse Jackson's organization, Operation
PUSH.

Rabbi Marx submitted to the Plenum a resolution on internal surveillance,
adopted by his committee, and moved the adoption. Following several
minor changes in the text, the resolution was adopted unanimously. (The
text is attached.)

Il INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Rabbi Saul Teplitz submitted a resolution on the Soviet Union's abrogation of
the 1972 trade agreement with the U. S. and moved the adoption. Following
several minor changes in the text, the resclution was adepted unanimously.
(The text is attached.)

Rabbi Saul Tepiitz proposed a second resolution on the trial and imprisonment
by Soviet authorities of a Baptist minister. The resolution was adopted unan~-
imously. (The text is aitached.)

Rabbi Teplitz reported that his committee discussed the organization of a special
national religious consultation on changing American attitudes toward Israel .
He reported thot ihe Presidents Conference had been asked by our President to
sponsar a meeiing, but they declined to do so at this time.

Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld expressed surprise that the suggestion had even been
made to the Presicents Conference. He felt that the sponsorship of such a
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meeting was particularly appropriate to the SCA, since it should deal with the
moral and religious aspects of the issve.

Rabbi Balfour Brickner stated that the UAHC was not prepared to endorse the
proposal at this time, since it might generote more fear than understanding.

Rabbi Joseph Glaser reported that the Israel Commission of the UAHC and
CCAR had called for the convening of a National Assembly which would

seek the greatest degree of consultation, planning, and action in support
of lsrael. He wrg-ed that SCA undertake sponsorship of the project.

Rabbi Blank suggested that in view of the disagreements, the committee re-
consider the project and seek to define its purposes more sharply.

v INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS

Rabbi Henry Siegman reported briefly on the recent meetings of 1JCIC with
representatives of the Vatican in Rome and the World Council of Churches in
London. With the establishment of a new Commission on Relations with the
Jews and with the issuance of Guidelines for the implementation of the Con-
ciliar Declaration (Vatican II), the Vatican has for the first time created
instrumentalities which enable it fo begin dealing seriously with the question
of its relations with Judaism. This is an important development in itself,
quite apart from whatever deficiencies exist in the Vatican Guidelines.

Rabbi Siegman reported on a serious internal institutional problem that was
created when Rabb! Marc Tanenbaum released his own reply to the Vaticon
Guidelines in violation of the ground rules of 1JCIC and without informing
the other merabers of 1JCIC, with whom he worked on an official LICIC
response. His stctement was also issued prior fo the embargo placed on the
Catholic Guidelines by the Vatican, and the Director of the Vatican Com-
mission on Relations with Judaism formally expressed his distress that our
committee violated this confidencdT———

When LJCIC met in Rome, four of the five components (World Jewish Congress;
Israel Council for Interreligious Relations; B'nai B'rith-Anti Defamation League;
and Synagoegue Council of America) introduced a formal resolution expelling
AJC from IJCIC. Because of Rabbi Joseph Lookstein's efforts, representa=
tives of the four agencies agreed to withdraw their resolution and to accept

an offer from Rabbi Tanenbaum that he would attend the meeting not as a
principal but as an observer without floor privileges. It wos agreed that the
matter of AJC's participation would be examined after the Rome meeting.
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The sessions in Rome with the Catholic Liaison Committee were the most poorly
prepared of any meetings held with them since 1970. In spite of this, they
turned out to be the most significant of the meetings to date, primarily because
the new Guidelines and the newly-created Commission on Relations with the
Jews were the focus of our discussions.

We spoke frankly about what we consider to be the Guidelines' shortcomings.
Rabbi Joseph Lookstein spoke at considerable length and movingly about the
religious and emotional attachment that Jews have to the land of Israel. Pro-
fessor Louis Henkin presented a paper on human rights and their origins in Jewish
religious thought. Professor Henkin's poper and his accompanying remarks greatly
impressed the Catholic Committee and representatives of the Pontifical Com=
mission on Peace and Justice who participated in this session.

A political statement on the Middle East was made by Rabbi Henry Siegman.
Professor Henkin said that the two most important statements at the Rome and
London meetings were the political stotements by Rabbi Siegman.

Rabbi Siegman stressed that whatever the shortcomings of the Guidelines, their
real significance lies in the fact that they serve as a charter for the new Com-
mission on Relations with the Jews, enabling it to take important initiatives

with other Vatican commissions (i.e., Catholic education, training for the
clergy, etc.) and national Episcopal conferences throughout the world. [t

is not so much the Guidelines but what the new Commission will do in the months
and years ahead with the new authority it has been given that will determine

the character of Catholic-Jewish relations.

An indication of the seriousness attached to this new development by the Caotholic
Church is the fact that L' Osservatore Romano, the semi-official Vatican pub-
lication, reported the Jewish meeting with the Pope in boldface front page
headlines, and reprinted on the front page the complete text of the Jewish
statement and the Pope's statement.

The meet ing with the World Council of Churches took place the following week
in London. An unusual feature of this meeting was the official participation =
for the first time - of three Arab representotives. The problem with the WCC,
Rabbi Siegman said, is that they seem to be in hot pursuit of the third world.

It is often easier to reach an understanding with third-worlders than with their
western apologists within the World Council of Churches. Because of the Arab
participation, much of the meeting focused on the Arab-Israel issue, and the
meeting ended with the issuance of a joint statement, signed by the Arabs,
calling for mutual acceptance by both Israelis and Palestinians of the legit-
imacy of their respective drives for self~determination and political sovereignty.

Professor Henkin, commenting on the Rome meeting, dbserved that there is
a certain asymmetry in that situation. The Catholic representation is high-
ly ceniralized and its authority is clear, which is not the case with the
Jewish representation. And the agendas of the two sides do not eoincide.
The Jews seem constantly to be asking something of the Catholics, while
Catholics are not making parallel demands on the Jews. The Catholics want
to talk theology while Jews insist on talking politics. He thought it is
important the the Jewish representation more clearly project religious in-
terests and a religious presence. The Jewish representation is comprised
overwhelmingly of civil servants rather than of religious authorities.

Rabbi Walter Wurzburger said that he could not accept the judgment that it

is difficult for Catholics to understand the Jewish attachment to lond. Last
year's meeting with Vatican representatives in Antwerp was devoted complete=
ly to the subject, and at that time the Catholics said that if Israel is not
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recognized by the Vetican the problem is a political one.

Rabbi Allon Langner stressed the importance of our relationship with the WCC
as a channel of communication with the third world. Dr. Somuel Lewin stated
thot 13 is not sufficient or even necessary to respond to the Guidelines issued
by the Catholic Church. Instead, the Synagogue Council of America should
issue a positive statement, outlining its own perception of the purposes and
goals of its relationship with the Catholic Church.

Rabbi Blank reacted positively to Dr. Lewin's suggestion. and said it would
be referred to our Committee for Interreligious Affairs.
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-Memorandum

To: Marc Tanenbaum s o A o
-From: Zachariah Shuster b

The Vat1can secretarlat for non-Chrlstlans issued a
- message to. the Moslems on the occasion of the end of

the Ramadan. A full. translation of thls message is

enclosed herew1th. : e : . -

What 1s noteworthy about thls message 1s- A

) rrlhat to my knowledge this. is the first tlme the

" Vatican. addresses such a lenghy message to" another
religious ‘group on the occasion of a central feast -
of that rellglous group. " :

2) The assoc1at10n made in- thlS message between the
tHoly Year proclaimed by the Vatican and the Holy month
:of the Ramadan celebrated by the Moslems.

3) The. last passage of thls message contalns the only 4
practlcal noteby expressing the wish.for a "just solutlon N
of the settlement of the great problem of Palestine" with--
_ - out ‘reference to any other aspect of the Mlddle East 51tuatlon
[;'?ior to the. ex15tence<f Israel.

At our meetlng 1nGeneva wlth representatlves of the Vatican
Commission ‘on- relations with Jews I shall try to .ascertain
the actual 51gn1f1cance of this message.

cc:. M;:Fihe
_B. Gold
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Vatican message to Moslem communities

On the occasion of the Feast of Fitr (or Aid-el-Seghir)
which marks the end of the fast of Ramadan -- this year
it was due on Oc¢hbber 6 -- the Vatican secretariat for

non-Christians issued a message addressed to the Moslem
communities. The text of the message is as follows:

"¥ou know, without doubt, that this year 1975 has been
proclaimed by us as a Holy Year and that it was our

wish that this be a year of spiritual renewal and recon--
ciliation. In the course of this Holy Year for Christians,
the moment which coincides with the blessed month of
Ramadan acquires a particular significance, since this
month is consecrated to fasting, to prayer and to charity

. in accordance with God's will. We also have the impression
that from one end of the world to the other the peoples of
this earth, in their overwhelming majority, and in face

of the rapld progress of civilisation, proclaim that if
man builds a civilisation withcut God he is building against
man, against his brother and that no just civilisation

can hold if man is not founding it on the faith in God.

Itpis this profound faith in God which urges us in this
feast of Fitr to experience reconciliation in its most
profound sense and to share the fundamental joy which
is felt by every person who encounters God, and who in
this encounter discover the grandeur of man and the

. fraternity among man.

For certain of our contemporaries our profound faith in

God is only a flight from the struggle Y human welfare;

for others it is opposed to the eficacious rules of science
and for still others it is only a means of sustaining social
injustices by projecting men in the realities of an invi-
sible world. :

We affirm, however, that our faith in God brings a continued
enrichment to every human effort; it leads to spiritual
values which surpass all rules of science; it urges man

to seek God's will which refuses injustice in all its aspects.

We can say that this sacred period -- whether it is the Holy ¢/
Year for one or the month of Ramadan for others -- enables

‘us to discover these essential verities in their most

profound sense, with the exigencies that this entails. We

can say that our faith in God is an efficacious fakth, that

the best bread that man can eat is the one which is shared

with khls brother, and that civilisation reaches its summlt
only in the impregnable justice of charity;

Las's
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that is what we derive of the best of the Holy feasts,
which are the coronations of the sacred:times«f our
religions and the tranquility in seeing peace and con-
corde established in our world.

This is an ideal occasion to unite our effort and raise
our prayers to the lord so that he should extend peace
among men,’ that he alleviate the misery cf the expatriates,
that he inspire a just solution for the settlment of the
big problem of Palestine. Thus, in the years to come our
feast will be more beautiful, our encounter more profound
and our joy more intense.



Abraham Karlikow, European Director

November 12, 1976.

Mark Tanenbaum

American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York - N.Y. 10022

I am sending yod herewith the report on the interreligious
meetings which were held in Geneva a short while ago. As you
will see, a number of consultations are planned to be held
with all three Christian bodies in the course of the coming
year. Some will be on a scholarly level, and others will deal
with current affairs. Any reactions to the various aspects

of these meetings and also suggestions for the forthcoming con-
sultations will be highly appreciated.

I should like to call your attention to the wish expressed by
the Vatican representatives to obtain detailed informations

on the educational efforts made in the US and particularly with
regards to the revision of textbooks. If you would make such
material available to me I would be glad to transmit it to the
Office on Catholic<Jewish relations at the Vatican.

Hoping that you have been well and with warm regards.

Sincerely yours,

Zachariah Shuster.
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November 10, 1976."

Memorandum

. To: Bert Gold
From: Zachariah Shuster

Subj: Interreligious meetings in Geneva.

The three Christian-Jewish consultations that were held in Geneva
on October 19-22, 1976, were of genuime significamce, each one

in its own way, but the common characteristic ofi all three was

a desire on both sides and patticularly on the Christian side

to empark on deeper levels in the dialogue and to come to grips
with basic concepts in order to achieve a better understanding of
each other's religious thought and also with regard to the appli-
cation of religious thinking to major human problems.

It sduld be pointed out that the Geneva meetings are annual affairs,
the chief purpose of which is to exchange information and views

on current problems and to agree on the agenda for the larger bi-
annual consultations.

An entirely new development was the inauguration of relationships
with representatives of the Orthodox Center of the Eucumenical
Patriarcat, which has its headquarters at Chambesy in Geneva, and

is under the authority of the Church of Constantinople. This
encounter was arranged by the WCC and it is gratifying to observe
that the Greek Orthodox representatives were glad of the opportu-
nity to come in direct contact with representatives of Jewish groups.
It should be emphasized that the Greek Orthodox Church is far behind
the Zrotestant and Catholic Churches in the general Eucumenical
direc\ion and particularly with respect to the attitude towards Jews.
The pate of -this new effort will therefore have to be different from
the other churches. '

I shall lfnit this report to the practical aspects of the consulta-
tiong and leave out the theoretical discussions which were really
prekiminary io the cansultations scheduled to take place in 1977.

\
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Meeting with the WCC

The meeting with the WCC took p3iace at their headquarters and
lastedra day and a half, Participants from the WCC were:
Lukas Visscher, S. Samartha, Mrs. E. Flesseman van-Leer, and
Leopold Nillus. The Jewish representatives were the members
of IJCIC who usually come to this meetings although not all.
were present at all the meetings. : _

The WCC representatives were deeply concerned in haing a Christian-
Jewish consultation on the "Creation in Relationship to Science

and Technology." This subject was already suggested by them at

the meeting in Jerusalem in January 1976, and originated at the
Fifth WCC Assembly at Nairobi.

The underlying objective of this proposed consultation is to
define the involvement of the Jewish and Christian traditiong
in relation to these topcs. The main questions posed are:

-~ Does our understarding of creation help us or hinder us
in the relationship to nature?

-~ Are Christians and Jews responsible for irresponsible exploi-
tations of natural resources?

The desire was expressed that during the consultation the following
steps will have to be taken:

1)-- Re-evaluation of the biblical interpretation of creation
and nature, including natural resources.

2)-- What has happened in Jewish and Christian tradition with this
issue? : :

The proposal was made to imite a planning group of three Christfan

and three Jewish scholars to look at the problem and dreft a plan

for further study. This group should include a biblical scholar,
an historian of tradition and a scientist open for religious questions.
After this initial study a larger consultation will then be necessary
wither in 1977 or 1978,

The following candidates for the scholarly group were then presented
from each side. For the Jews, Professor David Weiss of the Hadassah
Hebrew University Medical School, Rabbi J. Magonet of the Leo Baeck
School in London, 0l1d Testament scholar and physician, and Dr. Manfred
Fggel of the Northwestern University, expert on comparative religion.
The WCC on their side proposed the following: Professor Christian Ling,
Professor Hanges Steck and Professor Bunting. This group will meet

at the end of February 1977 in Zurich.

looe



It was alsn agreed to have an encounter ofi the sub;ect "The

concept, meaning and interpretation of Scriptures (or Hebrew

Bible) in Christian and Jewish tradition.' . This encounter is

to take phce in the vicinity of Goettingen in Germany. Six or

~ seven scholars from both sides will participate in-it. Immediate-
"1y afterwards a liaison committee meeting consisting of IJCIC '

 ‘members and WCC-representatives will take place in Geneva on:

: August 50~ 31st with theﬂbllowzng aganda: -

a) A discussion of the repcrt proposed at the Gottingen confe-
rence.

b) The practical implications for the consultation in 1978 and
all that that entails. '

c) Dlscu551on of the p0551b1e venues for 1978

d) Evaluatlon of the last meetlng w1th a look lnto how we can do
better in the future.. :

With respect to- current affalrs among the suhjects dlscussed was
the attitude of Jews and ‘Israel to South Africa. The question
'was bluntly put to us in the following manner: In view of deve-
lopments in Rhodesia and South Africa, which will probably gain
in momentum in the foreseeable future. what will be the position
't;kgn by Jew1sh commun1t1es throughout the world and by the State
o sreal? o _

The ansver was. glven .along the follow:ng lines.’ Jews throughout
“the world abhor in the principles of apartheid and have expressed
it in various forms. The basic tenets of Judalsm are 1rreconciab1e

with any form of radsm and d1scr1minat10n. i

‘With regard. to Israel the reply was glven along the lines taken

by Mr. ¥Yigal Allen in his address to the 31st General Assembly

of the UN on October 7th, 1976. - In this address he said: "According

to the latest available statistiCS'the foreign trade of South

Africa totalled over $12 billion in 1974. Of this huge sum the

share of Israel was less than 2/5 of 1% - infinitely smaller than

the ‘share of many Arab and some African countries. The armed

forces of the Republic are large and ‘equipped with modern weapons -
tanks, artillery, aircraft, destroyers and submarines. It is not
Israel that supplied them."“‘

Concern1ng the. sltuatlon in Lebanon, .the WCC representatlves stated
to us- that in their view the conflict is primarily not a religious

" one and that the victims on both sides are both Moslems and Christians.

The: only thing that can be done by a religious bedy is to extend
aid to all the victims on humanitarian grounds and without .taking
-any p011t1cal stand. This is, they sald, what the WCC has been doing.

Pasa




The WCC also informed us about the "World Conference of Religious
Workers for Lasting Peace, Disarmament and Just Relations among
Nations." This conference is being organized by the Russian
Orthodox Church and will take place in Moscow next June 6-10.

At a three-day preparatory meeting that was held in Moscow on
September 28-30 this-year 50 represéntatives from various religious
. groups have taken part including observers from the WCE. The
.conference is expected to bring together 500 representatives of
five major faiths from wvarious parts of the world.

It was obV1ous that the WCC representatives were fully aware of .
the political motivations behind this plan but they -felt that
they cannot dissociate themselves from it, particularly in view
of the fact that tke Russian Church is affiliated with the WCC.
It seems that thus far no Jewish mligious group was approached
by the initiators of the conference, but some individual Jewish
personalities were contacted. Rabbi J.L., Fishman of the Moscow
synagogue took part in the preparatory meeting in September.

The subJect of religious 11berty, which was a central issue at

the WCC Assembly at Nairobi and subsequently at a meeting of the
Central Committee-of the WCC, was touched,upon also at our consul-
‘tation in Geneva, - This toplc is of great importance for it involves
a clash between two major trends in the WCC. While the Western
Churches affiliated imist on a greater concemtration on the restric-
tions imposed upon religious liberty, in non-democratic countries,
the churches in dictaetorial regimes and particularly the Russian
-_Orthodox, try to minimize the issue, and have blocked efforts to
“have thesicentral bodies of the WCC deal with it. At the recent
_@eet;ng.of the WCC %;tral Committee a device was found to by-pass
&7 a direct solutionVauthorizing the establishment of regional
edvisory groups to follow developments in areas concernlng religious
freedom and report to the General Secretary.

I proposed that we need a joint exploratlon to defzne in concree

terms the scope and e;pressxon of religious exercise in various
geographic and cultural regions. I said that the concept of reli-
gious practice is in many respects not.as clear-cut as it might

seem. I took as an example the problem of the teaching of Hebrew

and Jewish history in the USSR, which has been prohibited for many
decades on the ground that they are synonymous with religious
practices which are not allowed by the government. Now, the knowledge
of Hebrew has one kind of significance ‘for a religious Jews for tis
‘has been the language of prayer and religious devotion since the
beginning of Jewish history, and for an orthodox Jew no religious
observation is possible without the use of the Hebrew language. On

the other hand the knowledge of Heteew for a secular Jew is primarily
a recognition of this language as.the original tongue of the Jewish
people, which has been revived as a maticnal language in the State

of Israél The Soviet regime permits the use of Hebrew in synagogue -
services, but allows no possibility for the acquisition of this -
language and for .its use in an¢ther way. Now the question is how to
consider this problem in terms of the self-understand1ng of particular
ethnic and religious groups.

/..,



I pointed out that there are many other bowddr-line cases 11ke this
among other groups and it might therefore be of exgteme importance
to get getaway from the general proclamation of--the principlesof
religious .1liberty, which is recognized in diverse 1nternationa1
accords, and to get down to specific areas..- ' 5

While this general pr0p051t1on was - received ixth 1nterest the WCC
representatives were: reluctant to take actlen on this matter now.

In this connection it should be noted that in general the WCC showed
a disinclination at the gathering to deal with acute issues. The
Arab-Israel conflict which has been always a bone of. contention at
.most of our consultations with the WCC, has been almost entirely
ignored at this meeting. The osten51b1e reason was that the Lebanese
situation has been overshadowing the Arab-Israel problem, but under-
. neath there was a feeling on both sides and primarily on the part

- of the WCC that & d1scu551on of th1s subject w111 serve no useful

purpose.
"Meet1ng w1th the Vatican

As reported in-a prevxeus memo. the 51tuat10n in- Latin-America was
given. serious caonsideration. at our meeting with the two Vatican
representatives, Bishop R. Tarella and Msgr. Charles Moeller.

The understanding reached on this matter was reported in that memo.

An elaborate discussion téek place with regard to the agenda of

the forthcoming meeting with the Vatican representatives which is
scheduled to take place ‘in Venice at the Cardinal Piazza House on
March 28-30, 1977. " It.was agreed that the Catholic side will

present a study paper on the subject of "Mission and Witness :of

the Church.”" The major stress of this paper will be an attempt

on the part of the Catholics to clarify the essential meamings of
mission and witnessing of the €hurch among non-Catholics. . This
fsubject is of importance, first, from a theoretical point of .view.
The dogma that the Church has the task of converting non-Catholics

to its . beliefs has cast a .shadow over the relations between Catholics
(and all other Christians for that matter) with non-Christians. One
of the serious problems concerning the text of the declaration on
Jews by the Vatican Council II involved the passage impying the hope
that Jews will be finally vonverted in Christianity. In the eucume-
ncal enterprése which has been going on since the declaration was
-adopted, the Catholics were made aware of this difficulty and there-
fore this present attemnt at c1ar1f1cat10n,

'_We were informed that Professor Federic1, a consultor of the Vat1can
Commission on Relations with Jews, was authorized to write the text

of the study-paper which will be presented at the Venice meeting.

It was udderstood that the document will ve sent to Jewish members

. of the liaison committee at least 4-6 weeks before the meeting.

Professor Federici is an Italian layman who has been specializing

in the study of Christian-Jewish relations and ‘has written several

books on the subject which are recognized as belng most fevorable

from our point of view.) : .
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4 Orthodox, Mr. Anastasios Mavrofr

It was also agreed that aother major topic at the Venice meoting
will bo Exchange of Information on the following topics:

a) Catholic-Jewish atudy programs in vatious parts of the - woﬁd.

b) PIo:ent state of Christian-Jowish national and regional aoti-
.vities.

?ic) Dissemination and infornation on the Christian-Jewish dialogue.

d) Preliminary exchange of views on the rpesentation of Judaism.
¢ and Christianity in the respective educational systems.

Msgr. Moeller emphasized the need for a program of studies on the
academic level and of the importance of establishing seminaries
in Jerusalem for studies-of Judaism by Ctaholic clergymen.

Both Dr. Joseph Lichten of the ADL and myself have called attention
to the work dome in the.US with regard to the revision of textbooks.
We were asked tc assemble informations on the subject and submit

zt to the Vatican Office on Catholic-Jowtah Rolations in the near
uturo. .

Mooting with the Groek-Orthodox.

The consultation with the ropreaontativos of the Orthodox Center
of the Eutumenical Patriarcat in Geneva was a new experience on both
sides, for the Greek Orthodox Church is actually in a pre-Eucumenical
stage ’and has not made the great theoretical and practical strides
that the ‘other Christians Churches have made in recent decades.
It was obvious, however, that the leaders of this Church are willing
to take cautious steps to review relations with other religioms,
including Judaism. The head of the Orthodox Center in Geneva is
Msgr. Damaskinos Papandreou, who is also profesor at the Catholic
faculty in Lucern Academy. ' Thebther participants on their side were
Professor Dr. Demetrios Theraios, R. Pere Jean Renneteau, a French
{dis and Miaa'xnnthia Fiﬁzpatriok

The only subject of curront affairs that was taken up at his encounter
was ‘the recent outbreak of anti-Semitic attacks by members of the
hierarchy of the Greek Orthodox Church. One example is the article
by the Apostolic Deaconship of Athens in which-it is said that Jehovah's
Witnesses "are nothing but camouflage for Judaism.” It was also
pointed out that local Greek newspapers took a violent anti-Semitic
stand in connection with the popular dissatisfaction with the American
position over the conflict with Turkey. A new edition of the Protocols
of the Elders of Zion has recently been publishod by the editor o

the Greek newspaper, Christian Domocratio.'

Msgr. Damaskinos roportod that when his attontion was called to these

~ attacks he got in touch both with religious and governmental authorities
in Gr;eco and he hopos to see an inprovoaont in this rospoct in the

near future. ' :

The major diaouaion, howevor, involved the method of tho initial
form of encounter between representatives of Jewish groups and ‘the
Grook-Orthodox Church. -It was. folt that both 1ntolloctually and



organizationally the Greek Orthodox are not yet ready for
establishing formal and gernanent relationship with Jewish
bodies. It was agreed that the beginning ought to be made
on the academic level: where competent personalities on both
sides will exchange views on basic concepts.

It was agreed that the first such symposium of experts be held
in Lucern on March 18-20 under*the Catholic faculty. The
subject of this symposium will be "The concept and meaning of
the Hebrew Bible and the new Testament by Jews and Christians.”

Participants will be three experts on both sides. Although some
names were suggested there was no formal accord on it, The meeting
however]is definitely fixed.

A major part of the discussion was around #=ewm=d a lecture on
Christian Jewish dialogue presented by Msgr. Damaskinos a short
while ago at the Lucern Academy. The theme of this lecture was
"The claim of absolute twuth on the part of both religions;
Christianity and Judaism and the necessity for dialogue." This
lecture was delivered in German. A more detailed report of the
substance of this lecture will be forwarded to you shortly.

note:

The important aspect of the three meetings was obviously the

panning of the consultations scheduled to take place next year.

It is also evident that all three Christian bodies are bent on

joint exploration of the deeper structures of Jewish and Christianu
religious thought:. This does not mean, however, a loss of interest
in :acute and urgent matters which will continue to be brought up

by both sides at all the encounters. On the Catholic side, in parti-
cular, there was expressed 8 clear desire for enlarging programatic
activities on international and regional levels.

With regard tothe WCC it must be realized that their internal diffé-
culties sometimes complicate ugproaches to them on matters of interest
to us, but there can be no doubt that they are attantive and even
alert © Jewish concerns. With the Greek Orthodox, I believe that

we have reasons to hppe to get slowly but surely involved in a piomee-
ring effort which promises to have an impact on basic understandings
and on developments which might have a favorable effect upon the
solution of concrete social and political issues.

The Jewish participants at these meetings were G.

F. Becker foem the World Jewish Congresg; E.L. Bhrgiggngzrsgge
Internatiomal Bnai Brith; J, Lichten for ADL, Henry Siegman for
the Synagogue Council of America, Professor Shii. Taimon. for the
Israel Interfaith Committee, Abe Karlikow and myself for the AJC.
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Tt might be useful to bring togéher the various meetings planned
for next year in the form of a short time-table:

February 20-23, symposium on creation, probably in Zurich.
Patticipants will be experts designated by WCC and IJCIC.

March 18-19, encounter with representatives of Greek Orthodox
at Lucerne

March 28, meeting of IJCIC with Vatican representatives at
Venice.

August 27, 28 and 29 - encounter between Protestant and Jewish
01d Testament scholars near Goettingen in Germany,

August 30, 31, meeting of the liaison committee of IJCIC and
WCC in Geneva to hear reports of the above meetingsand discuss
possible venues for 1978,

M. Tanenbaum
M. Fine
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

For further information contact: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Rabbi Henry Siegman #
686-8670

JEWS WELCOME NEW VATICAN COMMISSION

The establishment of a new Vatican Commission for Relations with the Jews was welcomed
by the 5 major Jewish organizations which make up the International Jewish Committee

on Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC).

In a joint statement the co=-secretaries of 1JCIC noted that the new Vatican Commission
grew out of a series of annual consultations between representatives of the Roman Catholic

Church and their organizations.

"These consultations have been marked increasingly by a spirit of friendship and candor,

a ire for mutua ulness in areas of common concern e co-secretaries said.
by a desire for mutual helpful f o 2cret d

Signing the statement were Dr. Gerhart Riegner,' Secretary General, World Jewish Congress;
Rabbi Henry Siegman, Executive Vice Presiden t, Synagogue Council of America; Rabbi
Marc Tanenbaum, Dire;for of Interreligious Affairs, American Jewish Committee; Rabbi
Solomon Be_rnards, Dirgctor of Interreligious Affairs, A-nﬁ-Defumcﬁon League of B'nai Brith;

-

and Professor Shmaryahu Talmon, Chairman, Israel Interfaith Committee.

Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, Congregation Kehillath Jeshurun, New York, serves as

chairman of the Committee.




The next meeting between representatives of 1JCIC and the newly established Vatican

Commission for Relations with the Jews will take place in Rome, January [4-16, 1975.

The co-secretaries expressed the hope that the new Commission and the forthcoming de-
liberations in January 1975 "will further advance that movement toward mutual trust and

cooperation in the interests of our respective communities and of the entire human family."

The complete text of the statement follows:

[JCIC and its constituent agencies welcome the announcement of the
establishment of a Vatican Commission for Relations with Judaism.

This development has grown out of a series of recent annual consultations
between representatives of the Roman Catholic Church and the Jewish people.
These consultations have been marked increasingly by a spirit of friendship

and candor, and by a desire for mutual helpfulness in areas of common concern.

We trust that this new Commission and our forthcoming deliberations in January
will further advance that movement toward mutual trust and cooperation in the
interests of our respective communities and of the entire human family.

Dr. Gerhart Riegner, World Jewish Congress (Geneva)

Rabbi Henry Siegman, Synagogue Council of America (New York)

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, Amercan Jewish Committee (New York)

Rabbi Solomon Bernards, Anti=Defamation League, B'nai Brith (New York)
Professor Shmaryahu Talmon, Israel Interfaith Committee (Jerusalem)






