=

revarsd THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

N7 AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

Preserving American Jewish History

MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection, 1945-1992.
Series C: Interreligious Activities. 1952-1992

Box 25, Folder 7, International Jewish Committee for
Interreligious Consultations, 1979.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(513) 221-1875 phone, (513) 221-7812 fax
americanjewisharchives.org



WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
|

!

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

|
CASE FPOSTALE 191 . |

1211 GENEVE 20 NEW-YORK N.Y. L ONDON W.1 P A R I S 8Be T E L - A V I V
i, RUE DE VAREMBE 18 EAST Bath STREET B5 NEWCAVENDISHSTREET 78, AV. CHAMPS-ELYSEES 123, YEHUDA HALEVI STR.
TELEPH. 841828 TELEPH., 87-84.600 TELEPH. 935-03.38 TELEPH. 350.904.83 TELEPH. 22.901.30
TELEX 2898768 TELEX 298 61298 T E L E X 21633 TELEX |680320

i

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

MEETING AT THE VATICAN

on Monday, January 15, 1979
i

1. Accompanied by Mr. Zachariah Shuster (AJC), Dr. Joseph Lichten (ADL),
and Mr. Fritz Becker (WJC), on Monday, January 15, 1979, I met Mgr. Ramon
Torrella Cascanta, Vice-President of the Secretariat for Christian Unity;

Mgr. Charles Moeller, Vice-President of the Comm1551oA for Religious Relations
with Judaism; and Mgr. Jorge Mejia, Secretary of the same Commission, in order
to discuss the project of an audience with the new Pope.

I
2. In anticipation of this formal meeting I had |earlier on the same day
an encounter with Mgr. Mejia, during which I informea him of our thinking
with regard to the projected audience with the Pope so that he could share
these views with his superiocrs in preparation for the |formal meeting.

3. I introduced the discussion at the formal meeting by repeating our
request for an audience with the new Pope, stressing that it would be of the
greatest significance if at the beginning of the new reign, which could be-
come the beginning of a new period in the church's history, the Jewish leader-
ship could meet with the new Pope. In order to stress the particular impor-
tance of such an encounter we suggested that the audience should be arranged
on the highest level and that the presidents of the organizations constituting
IJCIC should personally attend this meeting. At its last meeting in December,
IJCIC had formally decided to make such a request and Mgr. Mejia had been
informed of this decision. One organization, however '-- the ADL -- had made
some reservatlons in this regard. \

|
i

L, At this moment, Dr. Lichten, oh behalf of his organization,

announced that the ADL had decided to join the other organizations in this
initiative and that the letter which he had submitted ‘10 days ago on behalf
Qfghis own organization should be disregarded. This announcement was welcomed

on both sides. ‘ ~
- |
5. I then stated that while we believed that the presence of the

Presidents of our organizations would underline the importance of the
meeting and would give it a particular éelat, we thought that the permanent
delegates of the organizations, who had represented them for years on the
International Liaison Committee and had put so much effort in the attempt
to improve the mutual relations, should also attend the meeting.
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The thought had therefore occurred that the meeting could perhaps
be best divided into two parts. We would first have a meeting on the
working level with Cardinal Willebrands, Mgr. Torrella, Mgr. Moeller
Mgr. Mejia, and any others they would like to bring to this meeting. The
whole Jewish delegation would participate in such a meeting and some dis-
cussion in depth could take place. -After this working session the whole
group would then proceed to the formal audience with the Pope, during which
the Jewish delegation would present a statement to which the Pope would then
reply. As it is known that the Pope is not excessively bound by protocol
and he may ask questions spontaneously,[we would designate in advance two or
ngge persons to reply to such gquestions.

6. ~ We believed that the audience would not only be of great importance
in itself, but could also mark an important step forward in our relations.
We would like to share, therefore, with our Catholic partners what we would
like to stress in our own presentation and we would llké to learn in advance
the main contents of the reply which the Pope would mak?. One could perhaps
also envisage the elaboration of a press statement which could be agreed
upeon in advance. {
T, Finally I mentioned the fact that if our deleg%tion was composed as
outlined, we would have to face one problem, namely the very large represen-—
tation of Americans in our delegation, and we might havé to invite three or
four additional leaders from Europe and South America to make the delegation
more representative of all segments of world Jewry. |

8. Bishop Torrella, in his reply, stated that the imost important thing
was the audience itself, which would take place at a particularly important
moment in the church's history and for which there was ng historical precedent.
He therefore welcomed this initiative and the high levei at which we intended

to carry it out and considered it as a very important one.
: ) ;

I should add that during the whole discussion ﬁhe principle of the
audience was never questioned, which makes me believe tlhat the principle had
been cleared with the highest authorities and had been &dccepted.

Mgr. Torrella also accepted the idea of a two—iayer meeting and
accepted the idea that both the Presidents and the membérs engaged in the
daily work of IJCIC should be present. He did not comment on the possible
invitation to a few additional Jewish leaders. 1 :

9. Mgr. Torrella then said that with regard to the audience itself we
should not expect too much from the Pope's statement. It was too early for

s defimition of mew lines of policy and one could not expect that at this

early stage the Pope 1s able to define his position with regard to all of
the many problems with which the church is faced. Trere|lwould certainly be
a clear reaffirmation of "Nostra Aetate'and of the 197k |"Guidelines"

implementing the Conciliar Declaration, and this in itself would be of the
highest importance.

|
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It was not clear whether this statement by Mgr. Torrella was based
on actual knowledge that the Pope had not been able yet to formulate his
own views on this matter, or whether it was based on a general feeling that
one just could not expect the Pope to be ready for a statement on these
issues at this early moment in his reign. In any case 'we repeated our desire
that it would be highly significant if something new could be said or some-
thing new could be achieved by this audience. What could be achieved was
perhaps not so much that we would find answers to some 'of the problems we
were facing, but the Pope's statement could point out some of the directions
in which our work should be pursued and some of the priorities which should
be taken into consideration.

I said that even with regard to the Guidelines there were many
points whose implementation had not yet even been begun, and an indication
of some directions and priorities would be most welcome. We agreed to leave
these ideas with our Catholic partners for their consideration.

In this connection it should be mentioned that at one point, the
Pope's interest in religious liberty and human rights came up. We underlined
our own interest in these matters and the similarity of our concerns. We
made it clear that this point would certainly be mentioned in our address to
the Pope.

10. Mgr. Torrella then referred to the organization of the working
session. He suggested that perhaps the working session should not precede

but possibly follow the papal audience. We did not object to such a procedure
and we finally agreed that it would be decided how to proceed in this respect
once the date and time of the audience was fixed. :

Mgr. Torrella then made it clear that the working session would not
be a meeting of the Liaison Committee, because that would make it necessary
to invite all the other Catholic members of the Liaison Committee from all
over the world. The meeting would therefore not discuss the normal agenda
of the Liaison Committee, but would have a special character. It would be a
meeting of the Jewish leaders with the members of the Vatican Commission on
Religious Relations with the Jews, i.e., with himself, Mgr. Moeller, and
Mgr. Mejia. He was not sure whether Cardinal Willebrands would be able to
attend the audience and the working session. Willebrands comes to Rome only
every other month, as he now resides in Utrecht, and in principle he is
scheduled to visit the Orthodox church in Georgia during the month of March.

It would therefore be a special meeting with a special character.
It should be informal and allow a ‘frank exchange of views with the Jewish
leadership. There would be no publicity on the proceedings of the working
session. !

1. Mgr. Torrella then suggested several items for discussion at the
working session and made it clear that of course proposals from our side
would also be welcome.
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He suggested in the first place to inVite4M533_§i1Y§§§£iEi;/Wh°
is the Under Secretary of the Council for the Public Aﬁfai;é of the Church
(Foreign Ministry), to speak to us about the problem of religious liberty.
He further suggested to invite a representative of the Commission "Pax et
Justitia' to speak to us about the problem of peace and the involvement of
the Vatican in these efforts. He thirdly suggested to linvite Mgr. Rubin,
who is the Secretary of the Bishops' Synod -- a PolishEBishop who is con-

sidered very close to the new Pope -- to speak to us about the next session
of the Bishops' Synod. The subject of the next session is "The Family in
Contemporary Society' -- a subject which would certainly be of considerable

interest to us. There was finally a suggestion to hear a report on the
meeting in Puebla (Mexico), where the Latin American Bishops will hold their
important conference at the end of January.
We reacted to these proposals very positively. They indicated
that not only had Mgr. Torrella and his colleagues already given serious
thought to the arrangements, but also that they intend&to make a real impact
on the Jewish leadership by the presentation of a number of problems in which
the Vatican is active and for which they presume there!would be interest on

our part.

The fact is also noteworthy that all the subjects suggested are of
a general political or social character and that there was no suggestion to
discuss theological problems (as in the past). It is difficult to guess what
the motives are for this attitude. Perhaps they wanted to show that they
understand our reluctance to discuss theological matters; perhaps they are
not so sure of the theclogical views of their new Pope and are therefore
trying to avoid such discussions. i

There are two fields which, in my opinion, should be included in
such a frank discussion with representatives of the Vatican bureaucracy.
One is the Vatican "Ostpolitik", in which we are certainly very interested.
The second is, of course, the whole situation in the Middle East. I do not
think that in such a discussion this subject could be or should be avoided.
I did not raise these issues at the meeting, but afterwards I asked Mr. Becker
to sound out Mgr. Mejia about the possible inclusion of these items.

l

With this agenda for the working session it méy well be that the
working session will fill a whole day. It is also obvious that we will have
to prepare ourselves for the various items and that we should agree amongst
ourselves who should speak on behalf of the group, or at least who should be
our first speaker in the various discussions.

~

12. We then discussed the date of the audiefice and the working session,
and it was agreed that it was very important that the gudience and the meetings
be well prepared. In view of the absence of Mgr. Mejid, who will be in Puebla
until February 15, it was agreed that the audience should be scheduled for the
middle of March. We agreed to reserve the days ofJkggnggb_jgl_lﬂi‘ggg_lﬁ

for the audience and the working session. The sudience -would take place on
the first day and the second day would be reserved for the working session,

or vice versa. Our Catholic friends will check the possibilities of the

papal calendar and will try to let us know the definite dates before Mgr.
Mejia's departure for Puebla on January 2L.




13. As the Catholic side did not comment on the point concerning the
invitation to some European and Latin American Jewish leaders to join the
delegation, I asked Mr. Becker to raise this question wlth Mgr. Mejia after
the meeting. The response was fully positive and there is no problem on
the Catholic side.

My own proposal would be that we invite one personality from the
French Jewish community, either the President of the Consistoire Central,
Mr. Alain de Rothschild, or Chief Rabbi Kaplan; one personality from the
British comminity, and I would suggest the President of the Board of Deputies,
Lord Fisher of Camden; and one representative of the Latin American Jewish
community, and I suggest the President of the Latin American Jewish Congress,
Ing. Gregorio Faigon. Moreover, I would like to suggest to invite also the
Chief Rabbi of Rome, Prof. Toaff, to be a member of the delegation. (We did
not do this at our last audience in 1975 and this created considerable
problems later.)

I hope there will be no problems with regard to these invitationms.
As we have to extend them in the very near future, I shall take it that you
agree to these proposals unless I get a negative reply ! from you during the
next 10 days. )
1k, You will be informed about the definite dates?as soon as I receive
word from Mgr. Mejia. In the meantime we have to prepere the text for our
address to the Pope. I have received a first draft for this address from

Prof. Wyschogrod and I hope you will send your commenté to him -- and to
all concerned -- in the near future so that we can make progress in this
respect. |

1 /*

e Weigqeoed
Geneva, January 19, 1979 Gerhart M. Riegner
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CORFIDENTIAL

January 18, 1979
Bert Goiﬁ
Marc Tanenbaum

LATEST ON AUDIENCE»NITH POPE

Zach Shuster called this morning to report the following develop-
ments regarding the proposed IJCIC audience with Pope John Paul II:

Earlier this week, Zach, Gerhardt Riegner, Fritz Becker (WJC), and
Joe Lichten {ADL) met in Rome. They learned that ADL had submitted
a fbrmal request o the Vatican for an audience with the Pope.for.
&n ABL‘de]egation for the end.of Fehruary. - Riegner threatened to st
start and action to excluderthe ADL foom 1JCIC should they proceed
with their audience. Lichten informed the ADL office ~ ¢ immedfately,
and then Phil Klutznick apparently contacted someone at Aﬁi to pro-
test their independent action.. Upshot: ADL withdrew its request.

The 1JCIC group, including Zach, then met with the Vatican group,
Bishop Torella, Msgr. Moeller, and Msgr. Mejia, and submitted a for-
mal request “for an 1JCIC audience with the Pope. The suggestion

was warmly received, and today(Zach informed me that they are tenta-
tively considering the dates of March 12, 13, or 14 for the audience.
It is expected that confirmation of the date will be received during
the next ten days. .

Among other elements that are to be considered: a) an effort will be
made to bring into the Jewish delegation representatives from European
and Latin-American Jewry; b) the Vatican meetings will consist of two
parts, first, a working session involviqg larger groups, including p
professionals from both sides with special competence in Catholic-
Jewish relatfons who will review the present stite of relationships
throughout the world and current issues, and second, the audience with
the Pope, which will 1nvolve the Presidents of Jewish organizations
and selected individuals. ‘

It wss agreed among IJCIC that we will draft shortly a proposed text
of a statement that will outline "the Jewish “"position™ on major Jew-
ish concerns. This will be shared in advance with the Vatican group
and they will be asked to share with us in advance the text of the
Pope's response, (We will seek judiciously to raise the question

of the Pope s attitudes toward Israel and Jerusalem inter alia.) We
have begun\Jmo work on a draft of the IJCIC statement.



Bert Gold S N i o Jandary 18, 1979

Al this information is to be held confidential.

On Abri1 5th, there will be a meeting of the Liaisons Committees in
Trent: in October the full commissions will meet . in Regensburg.

Asides: the impression in Rome is that this Pope is very conserva-
tive, but with a friendly manner (Possibly, "a Pius XII with a smile".)
Liberal Catholics are as anxious as are Protestants and Jews about
vhat policies he will be developing. In.Israel, David Ephrati, the
Forelgnifimistry schurch affairs director, indicated that Israelis -
are becoming impatient about the Vatican's non-recognition;of Israel.

MHT:RPR

'tt: Zach Shuster
Miles Jaffe

N



SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA W

memoranaum

to: Massrs. Ted Freddman, Gerhart Riegmer, Israsl Singer, Shmaryahu Talmon,
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaun

from: Dr. Michael Wyschogrod

subject: Draft of Speech to Pope

date: January 8, 1979

Enclosed please £ind a draft of a speech to the Pope for your comments.
nndxégard-.

MAshfe
Enclosure

432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 - Telephone: (212) 686-8670

\
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MJK/ak ' ' Geneva, January 23, 1979

Memo to% Rabbi Balfour Brickner ’ _ ;

Dr. Ernst L. Ehrlich '
Mr. Theodore Freedman
Dr. Joseph Lichten

Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner
Mr. Zachariah Shuster
Rabbi Henry Siegman
Professor Israel Singer
Rabbi Ronald Sobel
Professor Shemaryahu Talmon J
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

Dr. Daniel Thursz '
Professor Michael Wyschogrod

From: Michael J. Klein

Dear Friends,

As the date of our up-coming meeting in Geneva approaches, I thought I
should bring you up to date on the following'matters. |

1.

{

I have recently been informed by frlendly circles that Krister Stendahl
has called a meeting to take place on February 17—18 in Geneva of the

Advisory Committee (a sort of Executive Commltteef_—f the Consultation
on the Church and the Jewish People, the group of Wthh he is Chairman.
They will be discussing the debacle over Maas Boertlen S w1thdrawa1 of
his candidacy for the post vacated by Franz von Hammersteln, as well as
future CCJP strategy and WCC liaisons with IJCIC.

This certainly means that our strategy of not postpoﬁing the February
meeting has had positive results and that Krister Stendahl is endeavor-
ing to give the February LPC meeting ‘the weight and importance it
deserves. It is my understandlng that. all members of; the CCJP Advisory

" Committee (Dr. Coos Schoneveld,: Israel Reverend Peter Schneider, Great

Britain; Professor Magne Saebo, Norway; Dr. Ellen Flesseman-van-Leer,
Holland; Dr. William W. Wyler, USA; Reverend W. Marshall Scotland)
will be attending. ‘

I hope to have unofficial details of their deliberations before our
next meeting on February 19.

[

A1l those attending the IJCIC meeting should arrive in Geneva in enough

time to participate in the Jewish meeting which will convene at 2.30 p.m.,

on February 19, in the offices of the World Jewish Congress, 1 Rue de
Varembé.



no

3. As the schedule stands, we shall be meeting the whole afternoon and
evening of February 19; our meetings at the WCC will begin at 10.00 a.m.
on February 20. They will continue until 4,00 or 5.00 p.m. on February 21.

— ] —

4. For our meeting with the ILutheran World Federatlon in West Berlin, I ask
those attending to book flight SR Shkk, leaving Geneva at 6.25 p.m., on
February 21, arriving Frankfurt T7.35 p.m., and fllght Panam 706 leaving
Frankfurt 9. 00 p.m., arriving West Berlin 10.00 p|m., thus allowing a
full day in Berlln before we meet with the Lutherans at 8.00 p. .M., On

February‘£2 The agenda of our meeting is outllned in the attached document
from the Lutheran World-Federation.

It has been suggested that we take advantage of our presence in West
Berlin to pay a visit to East Berlin on February 22 ;

Return flights from Berlin will depend upon your gwn individual needs

and preferences. f

5. I have made hotel reservations for Mesers. Brlckner Ehrllch Freedmsn,
Lichten, Mandlebaum, Riegner, Shuster, Sobel, Tanenbaum, Wyschogrod, at
the Savoy Hotel for February 21 and 22. We have a{spec1al price of
D.M. 95.—- (bed and breakfast per single). :

Il

in Geneva and.of your scheduled’ arrlval time. ‘ -

I look forward to seeing you in four weeks time.

( 6. Would you please inform me or Profeeggz_lg;ael Slnger of your hotel needs

é@w &W’M’\ W/%M — ,
W/WW
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THE LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION

LUTHERISCHER WELTBUND - LUTHERSKA VARLDSFORBUNDET - FEDERATION| LUTHERIENNE MONDIALE

t

DEPARTMENT OF STUDIES

P.0O. Box No. 66
- Route de Ferney 150
: 1211 Geneya 20, Switz;rland
Telephone }3 3400 Telex 23423 OIKCH
. Cable LUTHERWOR‘LD GENEVA

1
}
'

‘ ? . S - .
‘Tentative Agenda o | '
Meeting of IJCIC and LEKKJ. representatives

Berlin:‘22-23_February 1979 .I

10th‘January 197?
' |

!
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It is proposed that an informal meeting. take place with the
aim of mutual acquaintance on Thursday evening, 22 Feﬂruary,
from 20:00 to 21:30, and that @ more formal session take place
from 9:00 to 12:00 Friday morning.

It is proposed that the evening session be limited to brief

self-introductions of participants and the organizations they
represent. '

During the mornin

8 session we should trj through brief
followed by discu

presentations
ssion to deal with two questions: :
~ ' !
1) What are we doing (in the IJCIC and the LEKKJ) ?

2) How can we be of mutual assistance? i

. ¢ ‘ -v,
: . . . : ’ ’
Sessions will be conducted in English. . : |
| ) L |
The venue of the meeting will be announced. :
. . ! o t
.o
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i) THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

EUROPEAN OFFICE e 41, Rue Paul Doumer, 75016 Paris, France » Tel. 503-0156, 520-0660 » Cable: Wishcom, Paris

Nives Fox, European Representative

January 23, 1979Y

MEMORANDUM

To: Marc Tanenbaum
From: Zachariah Shuster
. Subj: Recent Developments

I should like to bring to your attention some developments
which took place in recent month in the field of our '
interest.

"1/ With regard to thé Oberamergau Passion-Play the
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung published on January 20

the information from Munich that Cardinal Ratzinger and
Bishop Franz Schwarzenboeck have no theological objection
against the latest modified text of the Passion-Play. The
newspaper adds thgt the Daisenberger-Text was altered last
year and then submitted to the Archi-Episcopate. 1In a
conversation between the Bishops and three men from
Oberamergau -the major, the local priest and the rector of
the play- some additions or improvements were discussed
with the view to orientate the play to be in accordance
with "the spirit and the letter of the Bible as well as
with the declaration of Vatican Council about Jews and
Christians". The Cardinal appealed to the people of Ober-
.amergau who are split about the play =-a minority is in

- favour of the text of Rosner and boycots the present
arrangements- to shake hands in reconciliation.

In a letter to the Sued-Deutsche Zeitung of Munich Dr Hans
Lamm, president of the Jewish community in Munich, took '
objection to a statement in the London Times which was
reproduced in the Sued-Deutsche Zeitung and which says that
American Jewish representatives have been asking too much
"and that Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum was not even satisfied with
the Rosner version. Dr Lamm says that this is absolutely
fallse and states categorically that you and the Jewish
representatives from Bavaria have expressed unqualified
approval of the Rosner text; He says that in March 1978
you have written to the Oberamergau mun1c1pa11ty about the
Rosner text.

RICHARD MAASS, President ® . - ’ ] BEHTHAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-President
MAYNARD |. WISHNER, Chairman, Board of Governors @ MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Chairman, National Executive Council 8 HOWARD 1. FRIEDMAN, Chairman, Board of Trustees B
GERARD WEINSTOCK, Treasurer @ LEONARD C. YASEER, Secrstary # ROBERT L. HOROWITZ, Associate Treasurer M THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chairman, Exetutive Committee 8
Henorary Presidents: MORR!S B. ABRAM, LOUIS CAPLAN, IRVING M. ENGEL, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, ELMER L. WINTER ® Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN,
RUTH R. GODDARD, JACK A. GOLDFARB, ANDREW GOODMAN, EMERY- E. KLINEMAN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD B MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chairman,
Natlonal Executive Councili M MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer M JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President Emeritus @  Vice-Presidents: STANFORD M. ADELSTEIN, Rapid
City, S.D.; JORDAN C. BAND, Cleveland; EDITH S. COLIVER, San Francisco; DAVID HIRSCHHORN, Baltimore; RAYMOND F. KRAVIS, Tulsa; ALFRED H. MOSES, Washington, D.C.:
ELAINE PETSCHEK, Westchester; MERVIN H. RISEMAN, New York; RICHARD E. SHERWOQOD, Los Angeles; SHERMAN H. STARR, Boston; ELISE D. WATERMAN, New York &
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Both newspapers sre enclosed herewith

2/ The recent meeting of the central committee of the

World Council of Churches which was held in Kingston,

Jamaica, has brought to the fore a profound division

among various elements of the Council on its objectives
and operations. The major causes of conflict were the
charges made against the leadership of the Council for
giving support to liberation movements which have chosen
violence and even terrorism as their methods. - The
Ccriticism came primarily from the Evangelical Church in
Germany which contributes a large part of the Wcc finances.
Philip Potter, the General Secretary, defended the policies.

‘'0of the Council.

One result of the Jamaica meeting is the elimination of

- Lucas Visher from the professional leadership of WCC. The

technical reason given is that, accordlng to the statutes,
no professional can servemore than nine years, a period
which Visher already served. It is reasonable to assume,
however, that more important was the incompatibility
between Visher and the other leaders of the Council.

Obviously, Visher's removal is a serious loss from our
.point of view.






ssung:
. spiels
keine theologischen Bedenken®. Der so-
gehannte . Daiseriberger-Text, der in
Wirklichkeif von  dem ‘Effaier Pater
Othmar Weill stammt, ist Ende des ver~
gangenen  Jahres zum  soundsovielten
Mal in der Passionsspielgeschichte ge-
- &ndert und hierauf dem : Erzbischofli-
chen Ordinariat zugeleitet worden. In
einem Gesprich- zwischen den: Bischg-
fen und drei:Herren aus Oberammer-
. gau~ (Blirgermeister, ~Ortspfarrer und
Spielleiter) - ‘sind" einige ' ,zus#tzliche
Vérbesserungen“’ mit dem: Ziel disku-
. tiertiworden, das Spiel an ,Geist und-
Wort der. Bibel* sowie an der Erkli-
rung des Vatikanischen Konzils iiber
Juden und Christen zu -orientieren. Die
itber den Text' zerstrittenen Oberam-~
mergauer — eine Minoritit befiirwortet
die Versdichtung -von Rosner und boy-
Kottiert die als Leistung eines ganzen
'qufgé,,;gedachte. Veranstaltung — rief
Ratzinger auf, sich ,,die Hand zur Ver-
sthnung-zu;reichen®. S

'
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
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memoranaum

to:
from:

subfect:

ate:

Messrs. Ted Freedman, Gerhart Riegner, Israel Singer; Rabbi Ronald Sobel;
Prof, Shmaryahu Talmon, Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

Dr. Michael Wyschog;od
Revised IJCIC Commepts to WCC Guidelines

Jan. 30, 1979 - B B

I enclose a copy of the revised IJCIC commerts to the WCC Guidelines

based on responses to the first draft,

These comments are addressed to the longer, Von Hammerstein, version of

the Guidelines.

Kindest regards.

MW:hfe
Enclosure !



SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AVERICA W

432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10018 * Telophone: (212) sss-0870

January 30, 1979

Memorandum to: Rabbi Balfour Brickner
Dr. Ernst L. Ehrlich
Mr, Theodore Freedman
Mr, Michael J. Klein
Dr. Joseph Lichten
Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner
Mr, Zachariah Shuster
Rabbi Henry Siegman
Mr. Israel Singer
Rabbi Ronald Sobel
Prof. Shmaryahu Talmon
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

from: Rabbj Bernard Mandelbaum &.Prof. Michael Wyschogrod

In response to Dr. Riegner's memorandum of January 19th, 1979, Synagogue
Council of America agrees to the inclusion of the persons mentioned by
Dr. Riegner in Paragraph 13 of his memo in the group to meet with the

Pope in March.

BM/MW:hfe



EUROPEAN OFFICE ‘41, Rue Paul Doumer, 75016 Paris, France o Tel 503~ 0156 520-0660 e Cable: Wishcom, Paris

Nives Fox, European Representative

January 31, 1979

Rabbi Mark Tanenbaum
A.J.C.

165 East 56th Street
New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear Mark}

I am sending you here@ith a few observations
on the address .to the Pope drafted by Prof. Wyschogrod.
This does not present a total view of the qualities of this
paper. However, not considering writing a new text I felt
that the present one can be improved by inserting the modi-
fications I suggest. I shall read the paper again and if
I have any further suggestions I shall forward them to you.

If you made any reccomandatlon for changes I
should apprec1ate if you'd let me have them. ‘

With my warmest wishes. .

Sincerely Yours

Dol

‘Zacharlah Shuster

RICHARD MAASS, President B ’ . B BERTAAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-President

‘MAYNARD ). WISHNER, -Chairman, -Board of Governors M MDR.TDN K. BLAUSTEIN Cha:rman National " Executive .Council B  HOWARD |. FRIEDMAN, Chairman, Board of Trustees ®°
GERARD WEINSTOCK, Treaswer m  LEONARD G. YASEEN, Secretary B ROBERT L. HOHOWITZ Associate Treasurer # THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chairman, Executive Committee N
Honerary Presidents; MORRIS B. ABRAM, LOUIS CAPLAN, IRVING M. ENGEL, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, ELMER L. WINTER & Hnnmry Vwe-Pres;deMs NATHAN APPLEMAN,
AUTH R. GODDARD, JACK A. GOLDFARB, ANDREW GOODMAN, -EMERY- E. KLINEMAN,- JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD ®  MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chairman,
-National Executive Councft M MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer ® JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President’ Emeritus W Vice-Presidents: STANFORD M. ADELSTE!N, Rapid
City, S.0.; JORDAN C. BAND, Cleveland: EDITH S. COLIVER, San Francisco; DAVID HIRSCHHORN, Baitimore; RAYMOND F. KRAVIS, Tulsa; ALFRED H. MOSES, Washington, D.C.;
ELAINE PETSCHEK, Westchester; MERVIN H. RISEMAN, New York; RICHARD E. SHERWOOD, Llos Angefes;, SHERMAN H. STARR, Boston; ELISE D. WATERMAN, New York ®
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i} THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

EUROPEAN OFFICE « 41,Rue Paul Doumer, 75016 Pans,France e Tel. 503- 0156 520-0660 » Cable: Wishcom, Paris

Nives Fox, European Representative

February 1, 1979

‘Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
A. J .C.

165 East 56th Street
New York, N.Y. loo22

Dear Marc,

In antlclpatlon of our meeting in Geneva with the
WCC I have been studying the background papers in connection
with the WCC documents on "Dlalogue with People of Living'
Faith" and prof. Wyschogrod$comment on them. I find that
many points of this comment need furthe® consideration. For
the time ‘being I should like to make a suggestion regarding
the passage on proselytism begining with the words: "We
welcome. the abjuration...." I think this passage is rather
confusing and that it be changed to read as follows:

- "We welcome the rejection of various forms of
proselytism and -the recognition of Jewish sensitivity towards
religious pressures and all attempt at proselytism. The
‘interpretation .and application of 'bearing witness to God' is.
a subject which requires.deep and elaborate reflection and
‘should be separated from the injunction against. proselytism."

Wlth best regards.

S ~ - = -Sincerely Yours

GYEN

Zachariah Shuster

RICHARD MAASS, President ® ’ W BERTRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-President
MAYNARD !. WISHNER, Chairman, Board of Governors M MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Chairman, Natlonal Executive Councii M HOWARD !. FRIEOMAN, Chairman, Board of Trustees @
GERARD WEINSTOCK, Treasurer W ~ LEONARD C. YASEEN, Secretary W ROBERT L. HOROWITZ, Associate. Treasurer @ THEODORE ELLENQFF, Chairmen, Execufive Committee ®
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B, ABRAM, LOUIS CAPLAN, [RVING M. ENGEL, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, ELMER L. WINTER ® Honarary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN,
RUTH R. GODDARD, JACK A. GOLDFARB, ANDREW GOODMAN, EMERY E. KLINEMAN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD @ MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chairman,
National Executive Councll ® MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary -Treasurer W JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President Emeritus W’ Vice-Presidants: STANFORD M. ADELSTEIN, Rapid
City, S.D.. JORDAN C. BAND, Cleveland; EDITH S. COLIVER, San Francisco;. DAVID HIRSCHHORN, Baitimore; RAYMOND F. KRAVIS, Tulsa; ALFRED H. MOSES, Washington, D.C.;
ELAINE PETSCHEK, Westchester; MERVIN H. RISEMAN, New York; RICHARD E. SHERWOOD, Los Angeles; SHERMAN H. STARR, Boston; ELISE D. WATERMAN, New York ®



m THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

EUROPEAN 'QFFICE . 4i, Rue Paul Dc;umer, 75016 Paris, France » Tel. 503-0156, 520-0660 o Cable: Wfshcorh, Paris

Nives Fox, European Representative

-February 5, 1979

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
A. J. C. ’
165 East 56th Street
New York,.N.Y. 10022

Dear Marc,

. Con51der1ng further the ideas that have to be
included in our address to the Pope, I have thought that
it would be most pertinent to refer to the place of his

origin - Poland. I have drafted a paragraf on this matter
which can be inserted in ‘an approprlate place in the text.

Wlth warmest regards.

Sincerely Yours,

Do

Zacharlah Shuster

W BERTRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-President

- MAYNARD 1. WISHNER, Chairman, Board of Governors W MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Chairman, National Executive Council W HOWARD |, FRIEDMAN, Chairman, Board of Trustees ®
GERARD WEINSTOCK, Treasurer W LEONARD C. YASEEN, Secretary ® ROBERT L. HOROWITZ., Assotiate Treasurer M  THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chairman, Executive Committes @
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, LOUIS CAPLAN, IRVING M. ENGEL, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, ELMER L. WINTER ® Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN,
RUTH R. GODDARD, JACK A. GOLDFARB, ANDREW GOODMAN, EMERY E. KLINEMAN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD ® MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chalrman,
_National Executive Council W MAURICE GLINERY, Honorary Treasurer - M . JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-Fresident Emeritus W Vice-Presidents: STANFORD M. ADELSTEIN, Rapid
City, S.D.. JORDAN C. BAND, Cleveland; EDITH S. COLIVER, San Franclsco; DAVID  HIRSCHHORN, Baltimare; RAYMOND F. KRAVIS, Tulsa; ALFRED H. MOSES, Washington, D.C.;
ELAINE PETSCHEK, Westchester; MERVIN H. RISEMAN, New York. RICHARD E. _SHERWOOD, Los Angeles; SHERMAN H. STARR,.Boston; ELISE D. WATERMAN, New York M

RICHARD MAASS, Prasident L]



; February 7, 1979
Zach Shuster
Bert Gold .

I thought you would be 1nterested in the enclosed cable sent to |
Gerhart Riegner by Ted Freedman ‘ o _

Best regards.

- “BHG/aw "
att.

f;cc: Marc Tanenbaum -



CABLE - o CABLE -
January 29, 1979

DR. GERHART M. RIEGNER
WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
1211 GENEVA 20
SWITZERLAND .

YOUR MEMORANDUM DATED JANUARY 19, 1979 DOES NOT ACCURATELY REFLECT
OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE STRUCTURE OF THE PROJECTED MEETING WITH
THE POPE AS REPORTED TO US BY DR. LICHTEN. IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING
AND POSITION THAT ANY SUCH MEETING IS TO BE CONVENED ONLY IN THE
NAMES OF THE FUNCTIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND NOT IN THE NAME OF ANY
COORDINATING. MECHANISM, THIS APPEARS TO BE CONSISTENT WITH THE
RECOMMENDATION OF MONSIGNOR TORRELLA (YOUR ITEM 10) . IN A SPIRIT
OF QOOPERATION WE HAVE DEFERRED OUR OWN MEETING WITH THE POPE AND
HAVE AGREED TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY MARCH MEETING ON THE BASIS OF

THE ABOVE NOTED CONDITION. WE. ARE ALSO OF THE OPINION THAT
PARTICIPATION IN SUCH MEETING BE CONFINED TO THOSE ORGANIZATIONS
WHICH HAVE JEWISH CATHOLIC RELATIONS AS A MAJOR COMPONENT OF THEIR
PROGRAM AND ACTIVITIES.

THEODORE FREEDMAN

cc: Nathan Perlmutter
'~ Rabbi Ronald Sobel
Maxwell Greenberg
Dr. Joseph L. Lichten
Jack Spitzer
Dr. Daniel Thursz
Dr. Bertram Gold ' t
Dr. Lutz Ehkrlich
Bichael Wyschograd
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" memoranaum

Members of IJCIC

to:
from:
subject:

date:

Michael Wyschogrod

Meeting with Stendahl : C

February 9, 1979

I met with Krister Stendahl on February 8th, 1979, to discuss the forth-
coming Geneva WCC-IJCIC meeting. He presented me with a report of the
Cambridge meeting of April 1978, of which a copy is enclosed., It seems
to contain nothing that was unknown to us from the reports qQf the Jewish
representatives.

We tried to sketch out some options for the forthcoming cansultation:

1.

It was originally scheduled for Fall 1979, 1In view of the absence
of a Jewish-Christian specialist in Geneva, Stendahl believes it

should be postponed to the Spring of 1980.

Praceeding on the basis of "ThHeologies of Nature" as the theme for
the conference, there seem to be two options: The first is to stick
to fundamental cosmological issues on a rather theoretical level,
This would include creation, nature, origins and destiny of the
universe, nature and the holy, etc, If we choase this option, we
might wish some. non-Western views of natyre included. This, in turn,
may make 4 site other than Toronto desirable,

The other option ig to focus more on technology, modernizatien and
its effects on man's relationship to nature. Recent developments
in Iran came up in this context. This second option would deal

" with the social effects of modernization in the context of a theo-

logy of nature. It would therefore be somewhat less theoretjcal.,

In connection with the WCC Guidelines, I have received comments from Talmon
and Riegner on the response draft, Some remaining questions will be
taken up at the New York IJCIC meeting on February 15th, and in Geneva

on February 19th, =
Kind reqards,

MW:hfe
Enclosure

REMINDER

If you have pot yet mailed in your response re
the FEB. 15th, 2:30 P,M. IJCIC Meeting in New
York, please telephone the SCA office (Hilde
Eben) to advise of your intention to attend.

It is now too late to do so by mail. Thank you
for your cooperation.

432 PARK AVENUE SQUTH, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10018 * Telaphone: (212) §86-§670
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;. - Regbrt on fJCICZWCC Bﬁbnsored Working Grou
P ' . Cambridde, ’ JEN! IB-IE) I97é

On Aprii 1v-12, 1978, a small Working session was

held in Cambridde, Mass. éat the Deanary at Harvard bivinity
i School) for tHe purpose of making plans and sorting out
P . vptions for 4 Jewish-christian blalogue as disecussed and
N . efivisaged 4t the meetings of 1dCIc ahd wWet/tiaison planning
B Comiittee, We Wdrs also much #ssisted by the taterial from
P the Christian-duwish pialogue bn Jewish and christian Tradi-
b " tiohs coficerning Nature, Sblence ahd 'fechnology (%urich,
S Febtudry 20-23, 1977) and the Uontinuity with that bialogue
oo was asstired by brof, Mantred Vbqel ] presence and paper

algd at our meetiny. , |

e partiuipants wetdt

L : bro¥, Mantred Vogel, Northwestern University
B . | . (Bvanston, . tllinois)

. bt Michuel Fishbein, Brandels Utiiversity
‘ _ _ ‘ (W&itham; Masgsd, )
- o DE. bdui Santmiee. weiiesley Cullege
e o o : (Wel ealeg dus, ) '
ol | - . Prof. Hertold Rlappert, (Wuppertal West Gormdty)
e N ©  anhd beafi Krister Btendahl aB convenor,

, Presentatibhi werd élVeh by -tHe participants under the
Vineo _,“Ewo headihgs Mati 1 ving in Nature" afd 'Man Living with
AR Neiqhbors .o = ,

4}? T out of ?ur deiiberahions emerqed .4 oonhsensus that the
O éiaioque envigioned should be on a utified. theme and that

, o itd eenter of qravity in attempts

. Theo Tgiea of Nature'. We would for an opportunity

 oaRRT 5 a4 bldlogue that transceh ed the spu 1ing out of differencos
e and .

\ sUch a t eme should have i

aimed 4t areds of comhon unguage and doncern,

- gerdeived hew poseibiiit es and dntapped . resourccs--'
| nbt ieaat rom tHe iiturgical traditions and esperiences of
KT ogfhzirb?us uohmunitiaa ag underused sourde in religious
SIS .- ‘ n L e - o

R - 7 Wa further wouid likb i apecial et/ kt to be made at
s . dawinig 4 you er geheration gf gcholars, iHto this work.
P U Y was pet BOH I zttuck by. the 1nvigurAt ﬁg perspedtlves of
e - uur ‘youhger part ¢ pnnts. -@¢~-

7£i; o 3 the bauiy tattern of ‘this diaiugue

‘ houid not be ofte
. iﬂ which: hbiehtie hade -the primary

" logluns' tafie ctéd br thele bbntfibu oﬂ‘ xWe would rather .
- recommend tha peimary ﬂresentat ona ha {Tentative} B
. Modaie of r eoibg ey of Nature in the of hew possibi

SRS | t ﬂ pectives and hhit such mo s be kestéa ahd
; ,1; er qued by b yaieists. genet uisﬁssleth :

bution"while “theo- -

LA LR
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L S We are not "against the second ditension of out |
B mandate--1.8,, "Man tiving With Neighbors', but we tended
L _ to think that the chances for a significant and basic
Y " common uUhderstdahding of hatuke (animate and ihanimate) . o
e should Hot ba prourammaticdlly diverted: We would rathet o
bee . think that the tramifications for soclal realations should o
e energe naturally. . o be sure, the very word “ecology" Co
 taiges ?uestiuhs which canhot be handled without out re- SR
2 _sponeibliities tu heighbotg==both in space and time (i.e., oy
Co :  the, deneratiohs td come) A purely individualistie theology 3
R - of hature may well.be ot the past. N .
e o ', . Relster stendahl - . s
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'DBF T FR  AMERICAN JEWISH COMAITTEE

| 165 E.56 St., N.Y., N.Y. 10022
COVIALTT | | o
ZACHARIAH SHUSTER

20 AVENUE DE SUFFREN
PARIS 15, FRANCE ~ | o
ARRIVE FEBRUARY 19 GENEVA 7:20 AM. STAYING AT HOTEL CORNAVI.

MARC TANENBAUM

2/13/79

MHT: RPR



i} THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

EUROPEAN OFFICE o 41, Rue.Paul Doumer, 75016 Paris, Fra;nce o Tel. 503-0156, 520-0660 o.Cable: Wishcom, Paris.

Nives fox, European Representative

February 12, 1979

MEMORANDUM

From: Zachariah Shustér ,
to: Bertram Gold and Marc Tanenbaum e
Subj: Meeting with the Greek Orthodox Church

For sometime we have tried to develop inter-religious dialogue
and regular meetings with the leaders of the Greek Orthodox
.Church in this part of the world.  The central seat of this Church
is Istambul and its followers are to be found all over ¥estern
Europe and Middle East. - The Orthodox Church has a center in
-Geneva which freguently organizes theological. conferences. The
first colloquium of IJCIC.representatives with the heads of this
~center took place in Luzern, Switzerland, about two vears ago and
the subject was "Jewish and Caristian approaches to the 0id
. Testament®. i ' f

Recently the leaders of this Church in Geneva proposed to have
another conference and this time in a country which has nany
adherents to the Orthodox Chjrch. The suggestion was made that an
appropriate place for this meeting would be Romania, where a
majority of the population belongs to the Greek Orthodox Churca.
Contacts were made with the Patriarch there and he gave his approval.
It was therefore in principle decided that the conference be held
in Bucareét.4 The date suggested is October 29, 1975, for the ,
reason that this would enable the IJCIC representatives to go .. _lou
straight to Bucarest from Regensburg, Germany, where there will
be a liaison ctommittee meeting with the Vatican a few days before.

- It should be added that Dr Rosen, Chief-Rabbi of Romania,’is in
accord with this pan. C

With regard to the subject of this conference, nothing has been
decided as yet. Some of the Orthodox suggested that the topic be
"Worship in its various aspects and forms". It should be pointed
out that it will be necessary to agree on this or a similar subject
for it would be very difficult to discuss any other but a strictly
religious or theological topic. '

RICHARD MAASS, President ® R B BERTAAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-President
MAYNARD 1. WISHNER, Chairman, Board of Governors M MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Chairman, Nafional Executive Couacil M HOWARD I, FRIEOMAN, Chairman, Board of Trustees @
GERARD WEINSTOCK, Treasurer W LEONARD C. YASEEN, Secretary M ROBERT L. HOROWITZ, Associate- Treasurer ' THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chajrman, Executive Committee H
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, LOULS CAPLAN, IRVING M. ENGEL, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, ELMER L. WINTER ®. Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPL?MAN.
RUTH R. GODDARD, JACK A. GOLDFARB, ANDREW GOODMAN, EMERY E. KUINEMAN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD ® MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Cham'nafv.
-National Executive Council B MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer ® JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President Emeritus ® Vice-Presidents: STANFORD M. ADELSTEIN, Rapid
City, S.D.; JORDAN €. BAND, Cieveland; EDITH S. COLIVER, San Francisco; DAVID HIRSCHHOURN, Baltimore; RAYMOND F. KRAVIS, Tulsa; ALFRED H. MOSES, Washington, 0.C.;
ELAINE PETSCHEK, Westchester; MERVIN H. RISEMAN, New York, RICHARD E. SHERWOOD, Los Angeles; SHERMAN H. STARR, Boston; ELISE D. WATERMAN, New York W



WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES - GENEVA

"MEMORANDUM

To:

Ref:

“From: Dr. S. Samartha
" Date: February 16, 1979

LPC PREPARATORY MEETING

Tuesday, February 20, 1979
and
Wednesday, February 21, 1979

Suggested Agendas

Report on developments since we met last,

- Report on the Boston Preparatory Meeting,

.Details on next larger LPC Meeting in Canada

Next steps in the preparation of "Guidelines" for

- Christian-Jewish relationa.



MARC TANENBAUM IJCIC TRIP FEBRUARY 18-23, 1979

\

Sunday, Feb. 18.

LV:  JFK-SWISS AIR #111 -- 6:00 PM  ARR: GENEVA 7:20 AM (Feb. 19 - Mon.)
HOTEL CORNAVIN
33 Boulevard James Fazy Tel: 022 -32 2 100

Wednesday, Feb. 21.

LV: GENEVA-SR #544 -~ 6:25 PM  ARR: FRANKFURT 7:35 PM
LV: FRANKFURT-PANAM # 706-- 9:00 PM  ARR: WEST BERLIN 10:00 PM

HOTEL SAVOY
" Fasanenstr. Tel: o030 310654

Friday, Feb. 23

LV: WEST BERLIN - PANAM # 63 9:00 AM  ARR: JFK 1:25 PM



Februaery 19, 1979 - IJCIC Meeting

1. Preparation for meeting with the World Council of Churches:
a) draft on guidelines;

b) Chiang Mai; , Cyl
c) evaluation of Boston meeting and follow-up; \&@éLLph\§§k\;n\ b&”&( - \Ljr

d) general - policy concerning the World Council of Churches and

next consultation. Wiow, Wiktagun &“fﬂ (

2. Preparation of next meeting dealing with the Lutheran World Federation.
3. Preparation for meeting in Rome.

L, Situation with the Orthodox.



Loy

Report on the meeting of Jewish organizations and members of IJCIC with

the Pope and representatives of the Catholic Church on the Fast of

Esther 5739 (12th March 1979).

When I arrived togefher with Dr. André Chouraqui at Rome,
Dr. Mendes transported us to the Embassy for consultations. It be-
came clear that the Catholics demanded that we take out any refefence
to the State. It also became apparent that we had no oppoftunity to know

what the Pope would say.

At the meeting of the participénts that evening, the ambassador
participated. He did not want to express an opinion. However,
he was opposed to the cancellation of the whole interview. The appearance
of Tarrella and Mejia was in the form of an ultimatum. Three suggestions
were raised. a) Erase the paragraph, and express our demands at a
press conference; b) not to go under these conditions to the Pope;
c) not to give a speech at all and be satisfied with a short exchange
of words. Torella said that c) would bring about the danger of the

Pope's changing his own speech in light of it.
It was decided that we would act according to possibility a), but
Talmon took it upon himself to carry out negotiations and put in some re-

ference (to the State) in spite of everything. During the evening, a

negative response was received on this. .

I must point out that the speech (in the ﬁame of the Jewish
delegation) was very lukewarmand did not include any of the corrections
that I suggested. Even the spontaneous speech of Sobel when he
gave the gift did not express the equal standing [equality]
of Jews and Judaism. On the cdntrary,.it painted us as

seekers of charity. The guilt of the Church toward us was not mentioned,

neither was the State of Israel, Jerusalem and Syrian Jewry (text is

‘attached).



The Pope's speech was severe from our point of view
(text attached). He emphasized that the initiative for the request
[to see him] came from us, that the representatives of fhe Church are
qualified [official](and we are not), that we are a Jew&sh religious
community,'ﬁhat the dialogue came through the initiative of the
Church (however, he was thankful for the Jewish response and even
for their initiatives), that both sides have to overcome the '
difficulties of the past (without acknowledging the Church's guiif),
that one has to spread the Christian faith, however, one should also
take into consideration the feelings of Jews. On this occasion, the
Pope took advantage of the opportunity to mention the activities of
Pius XIT for the Jews, ana-also mentiohed.Paul VI, however not John XXIII.
He promised to act in the interest of peace in a Land which is holy
to the Christians and to the Jews and raised the hope for
"an efficient undertaking" for the city of Jerusalem as a harmonious
centre f& the three monotheistic religions. He emphasized that the Jews
requested the meeting and described it as an "expression of dialogue"

(without giving us the possibility to express ourselves in our own

meaning!).

There is not in the speech any step towards us, but a step

back and even a degradation of the Jews. There was no justification

to take the pains and to make the speech on our side, in order to
deserve the speech of the Pope (even if there was in it a renewal

of the condemnation of anti-Semitism). At the same time, there was

no équality in appearance or in style between the two speeches (the
Jewish spéécﬁ quotes the.documents of the Church instead of basing
itself on our own sources (besides the very begimming and the very end

. which were included according to my demand).

Because the whole appearance did not seem to me to be honourable,
I decided to submit to the Pope a number of articles on the principal
right,.on the selection of Israel and its mission and our right to the

Land and more, with a dedication.

"For the Holy Father of the sons of Rome and of the flock which
he shepherds all over the world, His Excellency John Paul II. May
he stand up for the betterment and the rescue of Jews and all the

guardians of the testament of Abraham our forefather.

Here in Rome, the Fast of Esther 5739

sig. Ze'ev, the son of Meir, of blessed
memory, Falk."
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Before doing so, I asked Mejia if it would bg possible to give the
articles éhd I got a positive answer. In the afternoon, he told me
that he read the article on which I wrote the dedication.

I had the feeling that Mejia as well as Father Heke% who spoke to us,
saw in my words the authentic expression of Judaism which was

missing in all the rest.

In the meeting in the afternoon, there was on the agenda ''re-
actions to the meeting with the Pope".I wanted to express there my dis-
appointment at their slight to the principle of the dialogue and equality,
however, according to the strong opposition of Riegner and Talmon I put
off my reactions, in order to give somebody else the opportunity to
raise the matter. In the meantime, the end of the meeting came and

there was no other opportunity.

Klutznick said in his closing remarks that the next time,
everything has to be better prepared (untrue and ilFmannered

towards the Christians!)

In the évening there was a press conference on the part of the
heads of the delegation in which they tried to make the event appear

to have been a success. Among other things, they said that this

was the first time that the Guidelines received the confirmation of the
Pope (in spite of the fact that Siegman knew that this is not true).

In opposition to the decision, our demand from the Vatican to recognize

the State of Israel, the people and Jerusalem was not emphasized.

4 R
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¥y, Purim, after lunch which was

Tﬁe nexi‘aa L;sfed_by the Jews

(not in a kosher restauranf, but in the Vatican; however, fish was

served), the second meetiﬁg with the .Catholics took place.Mejia explained
why the Committee for Relations with the Jews is included in the Secretariat
for Christian Unity and other matters of Vatican organization. After-

wards, Father Roger Hekel spoke on the Secretariat for Justice and Peace.

He described the attempt of the Church to base its demands

for social action and political action on Faith and together with

this to honour the political autonomy of the voters and the politicans.
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During the discussion I told about my appreciation of the
difficulty to unite faith and pluralism (instead of autonomy)
and I pointed out that there are similar problems for all belie&ers,
for Jews as well. I compared the matter to the talk of MEJla and
indicated the hope that after some time they would separate the Committee
and the Secretariat from the aspect of the missionary idea. Ehrlich
answered that only thus [dafka] we appreciate the use in the Committee

of the term [Christian unity] since it describes the special importance of
Judaism.

= -In summary, it appears “to e’ that the whole affalr was paved

with breakdowns and one has to take from it lessons for the future:

a) every interreligious meeting requires exact preparations
by qualified people from the point of view of sources, faith and
Jewish pride. One should meet only on the basis of equality, to
qualify all the details in advance [ thus allowing] in case of a negative
circumstance a retreat without loosing face) and to
establish discussions with a wide circle on the wording of every

speech, pronouncement or document representing Judaism.

b) We should never ever quote from the sources of the other
side (as in the speech at the press conference).On the contrary,
we should base ourselves only on our own sources (as the Pope only quotes

his sources.)

c) One has to assess the worth-whileness of every meeting on the
basis of the expected results, the benefits towards the Jews in Israel
and in the world (including the Orthodox and from the point of view

of the historical continuity).

d) One has to ensure the participation in every
delegation from Israel of a representative agreed upon by the Chief
Rabbinate and that speeches and documents which are issued in our

name (also dedications) will be coordinated with the Chief Rabbinate.



e) in discussions with Church leaders (and this applies also
‘to discussions with Protésténts and Orthodox) one has to include
believing and practicingJews and give them the opportunity to express
themselves (of course in aﬁ honourable way), in order that the
"voice of traditional religious Judaism will be heard as opposed to

Christian tradition and religion.

In the name of thé four mentioned clarifications I suggest that
there be igauggrated_as sqon as possible, discussions with the
Chief Rabbinate, the Ministry.of Religious Affairs; the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and a number of qualified Jews on the directions

~for the '‘interreligious dialogue.

March 18, 1979 Ze'ev Falk
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. The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

FOR RELEASE SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 1979
NEW YORK, Mar. 18....Pope John Paul II; after an audience last Monday with a group of
Jewish leaders from around the world, expressed the wish "to come to Israel soon," it
was rgported today by_one of the members of the Jewish delegation.
- Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, National Director of Interreligious Affairs of the American
Jewish Committee, in his weekly cammentary over WINS - Westinghouse Broadcasfing System
today, described the meeting between the Pope and the Jewish leaders from four continents
as one that was "characterized by deep mutual respect and peréonal warmth.."

"In his formal address," Rabbi Tanenbaum said, "Pope John Paul IT spoke of the close
relatedness of Christianity to Judaism, and he called for strong efforts to foster ffaternal
dialogue and fruitful collaboration befween Catholics and Jews throughdut the world."

He also réported that the Pope had "forcefully repudiated all forms of anti-Semitism
and discrimination as opposed to the very spirit'of Christianity."

It was during-a private conversation with Israeli representatives that the Pope
spoke of Israel.

"Israel, I want to come there soon,” hé said, Rabbi Tanenbaum repdrted. The Rabbi

e e e e e part T T ST T s TR T Rt = e
- addedrt T T T

"He will be as warmly welcomed in the Jewish State as we were received in Vatican

City."

Founded in 1906, the American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human

relations organization. It combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious rights of

Jews at home and abroad; and seeks improved human relations for all people everywhere.

3/16/79
79-960-40
_ A,EJP,REL,CP

Richard Maass, President; Maynard |. Wishner, Chairman, Board of Governors; Morten K. Blaustein, Chairman, National Executive Council; Howard 1. Friedman, Chairman, Board of Trustees
Bertram.H. Gold, Executive Vice President ‘
Washington Office, 818 18th St.,, N.W,, Washington, D.C. 20006 e Europe hq.: 41 rue Paul Doumer, 75016, Paris, France o Israel hq.: 9 Ethiopia St., Jerusalem, 951489, Israel
’ Mexico-Central America hq.: Av. E. National 533, Mexico 5, D.F. ’

CSAE 1707




THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

el. 503-0156, 520-0660 » Cable: Wishcom, Paris

EUROPEAN OFFICE 41, Rue Paul Doumer, 75016 Paris, France e '
o L Z. Shuster, Religicus.Consudtante

‘March 20, 1979

MEMORANDUM

To: ‘Bertram Gold & Marc Tanenbaum
From: Zach Shuster
Subj: A note on the Pope's address

1/ The Pope reaffirmed the direction taken by Vatican
Council II in the Declaration on the Jews and refeﬁéd
especially to, the guide-lines implenenting this Decla-

- ration. The latter is very important, for these guide-
lines were issued under the signature of Cardinal Willem-
~brandts, president of the Secretariat for Christian Unity,
but has not received the official endorsement of Pope
Paul VI. A & : ‘

2/ It should be noted that. the Pope clearly condemned
antisemitism, along the same lines as it was done in the
Vatican Declaration and in the. guide-lines.

3/ It should be observed that in the entire text the Pope
deliberately emphasized that the relations between the
Catholic Church and the Jews are primarily, if not exclusi-
vely of a religious nature. Undoubtedly this was done for
the purpose of avoiding official dialogue on social and
political matters, mainly concerning Israel. Only in one
place the Pope refered to the "Jewish community" without
.adding the adjective "religious".

4/ You are aware of the efforts made by the Jewish delega-
tion to express in our text the attachment to Israel and
Jerusalem, but thise was:strongly opposed by the Vatican.
On the other hand, the Pope. himself made a statement about
Israel and Jerusalem, saying that "this land is holy for
.you as it is for us", and formulated the hope that "the
city of Jerusalem will be effectively guaranteed as a
center of harmony for the followers of the three great
monotheistic religions®. \

8 BERTRAM H. éow, Executive Vice-President

\ ‘ i ive Courcil @ HOWARD !. FRIEDMAN, Chairman, Board of Trustees &
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i C - ARTHUR . J, GOLBBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, ELMER L. WINT onarary Vice-| : : \
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, LOUIS CAPLAN, IRVING M.- ENGEL, : s oy e
AN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD = . X _
RUTH R. GODDARD, JACK A. GOLDFARB, ANDREW GOODMAN, EMERY E. KLINEMAN, ; ' ( ! R g e
N SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President Emeritus B Vice-Presidents; . .
National Executive Council M MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer M JOH . " . aos  pshs, et Do
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(élgINE PETSCHEK, Westchester; MERVIN H. RISEMAN, New York; RICHARD E. SHERWOOD, Los Angefes; SHERMAN H. STARR, Boston; ELISE D. WATERMAN, New York ®

RICHARD MAASS, President W



'5/ It should be notéd that~referencé is made not to the

Holy Places but to the city, which means that the populas
tion structure should not be disturbed. This objective

was proclalmed several times by Pope Paul VI and reinforced
by various cathollc sources.

6/ Notwithstanding the important omissions, the first en
encounter of a Jewish delegation with the Pope must be
considered as a positive action taking into account the
deeply conservative background of thé Pope and the delicate

~situation in the Middle-East when this event took place.
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RABBI RONALD B. SOBEL ' March 21 ’ 1979
Aezr friénds: . Lo

It has been, for the most part, a joy to serve

as Chairman of IJCIC for the past two years. We
have, together, shared some special moments of
satisfaction in the interreligious dialogue. The
process upon which we are engaged is significant for
the welfare of our people and you, who are

- professionally part of that process continually, are
to be commended. May you go from strength to strength.

- My own term of offlce as Chalrman will be completed
by the end of May. Due to other commitments, it will be
impossible for me to Serve beyond the next two months,
Therefore, I am taking this opportunity not only to thank
you for the friendships and courtesies that were extended
to me, but, to begin-the process of officially naming my
successor.,

"Article III of the Operating Bylaws of IJCIC, that
were adopted in October of 1977, states as follows:

a) The chalrperson of 1JCIC shall be named in
otation by each pf the constltuent ageneles and shall
serve for a two year peridd. 'Any organizition whose turn
it is to name a chairperson and prefers not to do so will
be placed at the head of the list for the next rotation.

b) The erganization naming a chairperson shall
consult with the other constituent agencies before an
orf1c1a1 designation 1s made.

c) The chairperson will preside at all meetlngs of

the IJCIC board and will serve as Jewish co-chairperson
at the joint consultatlons with other religious bodies.

-continued-

FORMED BY THE CONSOLIDATION OF EMANU-EL CONGREGATION AND TEMPLE BETH-EL



March 21, 1979
Page Two

I have been informed that it is now the turn of
our Israeli colleagues to name a Chairman for the next
two year period. In order to insure an orderly process,
‘I am writing a letter to Shemaryahu Talmon, a copy of
which is enclosed, inviting him to sybmit to me the
name of the Israeli candidate. When I have received
that nomination, from Shemaryahu, I will circulate the
name to all of our other constituent agencies.

Finally, I reiterate my friendship and appreciation
for your kindrnesses, I do hope that, in some small way,
my two year term helped to enhance the work that is our
mutual concern.

Devotedly yours,

AN ALC L
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_) ' RABBI RONALD 8. SOBEL March 21, 1979

Dear Shemaryahu:

L ~ In accordance with our conversation and the

e letter now being sent to the representatives of
. our constituent IJCIC agencies, I am officially

& inviting the Jewish Committee of the Israel

~ Interfaith Committee to submit the name of a
person in nomination for the next Chairmanship
of IJCIC.

T - As you know, my period of service concludes

' in May of this year. It will be impossible for

L me to continue to serve for any period beyond

- May 31, Therefore, I would deeply appreciate

) receiving, from you, as soon as possible, your
nominee so that I, in turn, can submit the name
to our other constituent organizations in accordance
with Section B of Article III of our IJCIC Qperating

Bylaws,
With abundant affection and deep love, I remain

As ever,

B N
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FORMED BY THE CONSOLIDATION OF EMANU-EL CONGREGATION AND TEMPLE BETH-EL
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THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY.

3080 BROADWAY
NEW YORK. N.Y 10027

Coble Address: RABBISEM, New York

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
April 9, 1979
Dear Colleague:

These past two weeks have been overwhelmingly eventful, and I would like to share
my experiences with you,

At noon on Monday, March 12, I joined a 24 member delegation of LJCIC (International
Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations) in an audience with Pope John
Paul II at the Vatican. Joining me were two other colleagues - Rabbi Mordecai
Waxman, representing the Synagogue Council of America, and Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum,
representing the American Jewish Committee. Promptly at 12 o'clock, this zestful
and compassionate personality sauntered into the august chamber and seated himself
on a majestic stone throne, ' '

"Mr. Philip Klutznick, President of the World Jewish Congress, delivered the state-

ment prepared by our delegation, to which the Pope replied:

"Our two religious communities are connected and closely related at
the very level of their respective religious identities. The path
along which we should proceed with the Jewish religious community
is one of fraternal dialogue and fruitful collaboration.”

He referred to "anti-Semitism and discrimination as opposed to the
very spirit of Chrisitianity."

"The Catholic Church therefore clearly repudiates in principle and
in practice all such violations of human rights wherever they may
occur throughout the world. I intend to foster spiritual dialogue
and to do everything in my power for the peace of that land which
is holy for you as it is for us, with the hope that the city of
Jerusalem will be effectively guaranteed as a centre of harmony
for the followers of the three great monotheistic religions of
Judaism, Islam and Christianity."

He then descended from his seat and chatted warmly with each member of the delegation.
The meeting reaffirmed the principle of continued Jewish dialogue with the Church,

the immorality of anti-Semitism and the recognition of the Jewish religious community
as the spokesmen for the Jewish people. '

While in the Diaspora, Purim is relegated primarily to the Synagogue; in Israel,
Purim is celebrated in the streets, with costumed children and Adlozada parades,
and in the homes, with Purim Seudot.

In Israel, I participated in the World Council of Synagogues Convention, and, in
behalf of the Rabbinical Assembly, addressed the banquet session held at the Knesset.
Our movement for Masorati Judaism in Israel is now headquartered in Jerusalem, and
Rabbi Kelman and I joined Rabbi Michael Graetz in a ceremony of affixing a mezuzah
on the doorpost of their offices on Ben Maimon Street. .
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This past Monday, March 26, 1979, will go down in world history, with peace declared
between Egypt and Israel. We joined the gathering on the White House lawn for the
ing of the treaty, and the Israelis were greeting each other with the words
s\?'c .)” ﬂ’g . In the early evening, there was an ecumenical service
at the Jefferson Memorial, in which Rabbi Stanley Rabinowitz participated. I am
pleased to enclose his message.

The setting of the White House State Dinner that night was a huge red and yellow
striped tent, decorated with candelabra and candles for 1375 diners. The dinner
guests included so many of the leaders of the Israeli and Egyptian governments

that people wondered who was left in Jerusalem and Cairo to govern. What was
especially unique about the evening was the freedom with which the guests were

able to mingle and table-hop, as if it were a big Bar Mitzvah party. And so I was
able to chat with the principals, as well as with many others, friends and colleagues.

When President Carter proposed his toast, he said, "Peace was born today. In ancient
days, God promised Abraham that from his seed would come many nations, and that prom-
ise has been fulfilled. Yet for much too long, the people of Israel and the people
“of Egypt - two of the nations of the children of Abraham, trusting in the same God,
hoping for the same peace, knew only enmity between them. That time, thank God, is
at an end." :

The Dinner was followed by entertainment, and danc1ng and champagne on the second
floor of the White House.

May the days ahead be filled with peace in Israel, and may "they that sowed in
tears now reap in joy."

ha ] )‘93 ¢h
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ON_SIGNING OF THE EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI-PEACE PACT : -

Monday, March 26, 1979

It is worthy of note that in their remarks this afternoon at the Wh1te House ceremony
of the signing of the Peace Treaty, each of the three heads of state -- President
Carter, President Sadat and Prime Minister Begin -- found inspiratlon in the same

- words of the Prophet Isaiah: :

"The mountain of the Lord's ‘House shall be established as ‘the top of the
mountains, ~ And the Lord shall judge between the nations, and shall decide
for many peoples; and they shall beat their:swords into plowshares, their
spears into prunlng-hooks, nation shall not 1lift up sword agalnst nation,
neither shall they learn war any more."

By our presence we affirm our belief that each one of us is a chosen instrument,
mandated to strive for the achievement of that era which Isaiah so dramatlcally por-
trayed, and which we pray will come to pass w1thin the 11fet1me of those who are
assembled here.
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It is altogether fitting that this agreement should take place at the season of
nature's rebirth with its arrival of the promise of freedom and hope for all
humanity. It is time to sing a new song unto the Lord. . : Lo

It.is an appropriate time to recognize the implications of our kinship in Abraham,
Isaac and Ishmael, and the spiritual heritage which flows through Moses, Jesus and
Muhammed, teaching that beneath our uniqueness we are all Peoples of the Book,
bound together in common humanity and by an intense yearning for a world of peace
and tranquility.

Our presence here at this sacred shrine, dedicated to human liberty, is our afirma-
tion that by reaching out in reconciliation, we together can fashion a new climate
that will be conducive to implementing the agreements which were signed this after-
noon. By creating an atmosphere of trust, we can help build bridges not only between -
Israel, Egypt and the United States, but between Christians, Jews and Muslims, between
peoples of the Arab civilization and those of the Hebrew.

Let those who dream of a world in which vine and fig tree may shelter each house-
hold find their vision realized in the pattern that will be achieved in the after-
math of this day. '

For too long has the area in which our respective faiths were born been torn by
strife and hostility. It is a time to touch hands in reconciliation. It is a time
for Christian, Jew and Muslim, Arab and Hebrew, to discover each other's promise
and to undertake a program for improving the human condition, and thus achieve the
sacred goals that each religion has sanctified. '

The encounter between Israel and Egypt has been a persistent thread in the tapestry
of the Middle East. An examination of our Sacred Scriptures reveals that the two
peoples mentioned more frequently than any other in the Hebrew Bible are Israel and
Egypt. Ancient Egypt left its mark upon the Biblical faith, and ancient Israel

left its imprint upon the land of the Nile. The encounter is as old as the pyramids
and as contemporary as this morning's newspaper.

This is a fresh chapter of an old book whose historic promise we share. Our quest
for understanding has brought us closer to the achievement of the peace that we
call Shalom/Salaam, which means more than peace; it means wholeness and completion
of the process; it means coming closer to realizing the full promise of Isaiah:
"In that day there shall be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrians
shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian unto Assyria. In that day shall Israel be
the third with Egypt and with Assyria, a blessing in the midst of the earth. For
the Lord of Hosts hath blessed them, saying, 'Blessed be Egypt My people, and
Assyria, the work of My hands, and Israel Mine inheritance,'"

We should not allow the promise of this moment to be absorbed in formality. There
is a prayer in my tradition which expresses gratitude to God for the privilege of
reaching a new era:

Praised art Thou, O Lord our God, Master of the Universe, Who has kept us in life,
Who has sustained us, and enabled us to experience the new opportunity to redeem
ourselves and our generation... '

Baruch atah Adonai, Elohenu Melech Ha-olam, She-he-che-yanu, v'kee-i-mahnu, v'hi-
gee-ahnu, lazman hazeh. ‘ '
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The MQV®VM®M for the
Reaffirmation of Conservative Zionism

2850 Quebec Street, NW. Washington, D.C. 20008 (202) 362-4433

 April 1979

Dear Colleague&

It is gratifying to report that several hundred
of our colleagues have responded to our initial
membership effort to solicit membership for MERCAZ
with their personal commitment and their promise
to launch a general membership campaign within
their congregations.

While rabbinic membership is helpful as a
sign of personal commitment, MERCAZ requires
the mass membership of our congregations if we
are to make an impact in the Zionist world.

The only avenue that we have for mass solici-
tation is the membership of the congregations
which most of us lead or have access to. I
urge you to launch a mass membership campaign
between Passover and Shavuot. With a respect-
able membership, we can apply for affiliation
with the American Zionist Federation. I hope
you will make Shavuot your goal for confirmation
of our efforts.

The first meeting of the board of MERCAZ will
take place in Washington on Monday, April 30 at
noon. Let me know if you're interested in attend-
ing the luncheon meeting.

With all good wishes for a joyous Passover of
liberation, I am

Sincerely yours,
nNAgl VYo ¢ R

Stanley Rabifiowitz, President
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April 10, 1979

CONGRATULATIONS TO

Rabbi & Mrs. Gary Creditor on the birth of a daughter, Yonina Rahel

. Rabbi & Mrs. Lavey Derby on the birth of a daughter, Arille Rachel, and to the |
grandparents, Rabbt & Mrs. Josiah Derby

Rabbi & Mrs. Fighel J. Goldfeder on the birth of a granddaughter, Shira Malka,
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Shlomo Brazil

.Rabbi & Mrs. Allen Juda on the birth of a son, Adam Isaac

Rabbi & Mrs. CarZ Klein on the birth of a grandson, Joshua, son of Dr. & Mrs. Milton
Klein

Rabbi Frederic Margulies on his engagement to Patricia Lynn Shendelman

Rabbi Eli Scehochet on the Bar Mitzvah of hie son, Daniel Chaim

Rabbi Melvin N. Sirner on his marriage to Leonore Madeline Richman

Rabbi & Mrs. Meyer Strassfeld on the birth of a grandson, Noam Natan, son of
Mr, & Mrs. Michael Strassfeld and to the uncle and aunt, Rabbi & Mrs. Steven
Saltzman )

'Rabbi & Mrs. SheZdon ThaZZ on the fortheoming Bar M‘Ltzvah of their son, Erw
Haytm

Rabbi & Mrs. Nalnm[M.’ ‘Waldman on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Ilana Beth

. Rabbi & Mrs. Max B. Wall on the fortheoming marriage of their daughter, Shv,ra Lee
to Richard Antonoff

CONDOLENCES TO

Mrs. Nathan Goldberg on the deaih of her father, Dr. David Bethlahmy bivg

Rabbi Eliot H. Somers on the death of his mother, Leona P. Somers 5''TY |

Rabbi Louis Weintraub on the death of his mother H''r

Colleagues may choose to memorialize the deceased by a contribution to the Assistance
Fund of the R.A. The proceeds of this fund are used to assist colleagues and their
families and mdows of deceased coZZeagues Yr1y, who depend on our disereet dignified
expresswn of our tangible concern.
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Rabbi KasseZ Abelson gave a paper on Bio-Medical Ethzcs entztled "The Right -to.
Know, To Decide, To Die," at a Seminar heZd by the Inter Religious Bto-MbdzcaZ
Ethics Committee in Minneapolis.

Rabbi & Mrs. Myron Berman were honored by Temple Beth-El, Richmond, Va. on the
ocecasion of thezr 25th Wedding Anniversary.

Rabbi Lavey Derby received certzf%catzon as a psychotherapist from the Alfred
Adler Iristitute of New York. He is a fbundzng member of the Adlerian Center for
Psychotherapy and Family Education.

Rabbi Dov Edelstein delivered the opening prayer at the session of the House of
Representatives on Thureday, March 8, 1979, at the imvitation of Congressman Toby
Roth.

Rabbi David Graubart was awarded a citation for "Scholarly Attainments" by the
Alummi Association of Spertus College of Judaica. He delivered the "Dehon Lecture
on the Holocaust: A Christian-Jewish DmaZogue" at the Sacred Heart School of
Theology in M%Zwaukee, Wise., and a series of lectures on Jewish Bio-Medical
Ethics under the auspices of the Jewzsh Chautauqua Society.

Rabbi Joseph Hirsch delivered an opening prayer at the U.S. House of Representatives.

175 members and former members of the Brooklyn Jewish Center, in the various
communities of South Florida, celebrated the ninety-first birthday of Rabbi Israel
Levinthal, at a luncheon held at the Sea Gull Hotel in Miami Beach, on Sunday,
February 25th.

Rabbi Sol Landau has been appointed Adaunct Associate Professor of Psychology at
the Untversity of Miami. An article by Rabbi Landau on career change appeared in
the March issue of Human Behavior.

Rabbi David A. Nelson participated in Michigan State University's 5th Annual Clergy
- and Religious Workers Conference on Substance Abuse and received a certificate. He
delivered the Invocation at the House of Representatives on March 27, 1979, at the
invitation of Congressman William Broomfield.

Rabbi Jonathan Rosenbaum received the Ph.D. from Harvard University in Bible and
Semitics from the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations. The title
of his dissertation was "A Typology of " Lapzdary Aramaic Seript from the Seventh to
Fourth Centuries B.C.E."

Rabbi & Mrs. Morris Rubingtein were honored by Valley Beth Israel Synagogue, Sun
Valley, Calif. commemorating the 30th Anniversary of the congregation.

Rabbi Byron L. Sherwin hae been appointed David C. Verson Professor of Philosophy
and Mysticiesm at Spertus College of Judaica, Chicago, Ill..

Rabbi Mika M. Weiss was honored by the Czty Council of Greater Los Angeles for his
twelve years of devoted service as the Spiritual Leader of Temple Bnai Hayzm in
Sherman Oaks, Calif.

Rabbi & Mrsg, Morris Werb will be the Guests of Honor at a dinner on April 2lst
being given by Congregation Agudath Israel of Caldwell, N.J., marking Rabbi Werb's

- forthecoming retirement upon the completion of 40 years of service.
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Approximately 1,000 copies of Silverman Mahzor in excellent condition available at
82,00 each, pZus shipping costs. Contact Congregation Beth Israel, 7105 Hohman
Avenue, Hammond Ind. 46324, Telephone: (219) 931-1312.

Temple Ahavath Achim, 86 Middle Street, Gloucester, Mass. has 300 copies of the
Silverman Mahzor for sale. Please contact Rabbi Myron Geller at the above address.

Beth-ElL Zedeck'Congregatidn, 600 West: 70th Street, Indianapolis, Ind. 46260, has
2,000 copies of the Silverman Mahzor for sale. Please contact Jeffrey A. Epstein,
Executive Director, at the above address. -

'

Temple Beth Jacob of Redwood City, CuszbrnLa which is served by our coZZeague,
Rabbi Herbert D. Teitelbaum, wae destroyed by a fire of suspicious origin in
February. The congregation faces the monumental task of rebuilding the synagogue.
Contributions f?om funds that are available to you towards the rebuilding of
Rabbi Teitelbaum's synagogue would be appreciated. Checks should be mailed to
Rabbi Teitelbaum, Temple Beth Jacob, 1550 Alameda de las Pngas, Redwood City,
Calif. 94061.

Access Sabbath - June 22-23, 1979

A day for Synagogues to validate the life and work of the handicapped in the Jewish
community; to remind the community that religious wholeness ineludes both the
"Disabled" and the "Able'; to affirm continuing need for institutional care where
necessary within the mainstream of synagogue and temple life; to begin structural
changes in present and future buildings, so that "All May Enter”; to study and act
upon attitudinal barriers in the people of the congregation. Study Guides avatlable
from Healing Community, 139 Walworth Avenue, White Plains, N.Y. 10606.

Beth Am Israel Synagogue of Penn Valley, Pennsylvania will dedicate a sculpture in
memory of Rabbi Morris S. Goodblatt %''tv on Sunday, April 29, 1979.

/\//‘bl Ned d/(/\anﬁ
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ASSEMBLY CALENDAR

Executive Council -- Tuesday, June 12, 1979, 10:00 A.M., Unterberg Auditorium
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MEMO TO: ALL MEMBERS OF THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY
SUBJECT: ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IN THE MAJOR MEDICAL & GROUP LIFE INSURANCE PLAN
We are pleased to announce that we can now begln to process enrollments for The
Rabbinical Assembly Major Medical and Group Life Insurance Plan to take effect
from June 1, 1979.
THE ONLY TIME YOU CAN ENROLL IS NOW TO TAKE EFFECT AS OF JUNE 1, 1979.
The following members may enroll without submitting evidence of insurability:

1. those who became members of the Assembly from July 1, 1978 on

2. those who were married after July 1, 1978 may add'dependents coverage
without having to submit evidence of insurability for their dependents

All other members who are not enrolled may apply for enrollment by submitting
evidence of insurability satisfactory to the insurance company for the Rabbi as
well as for all members of the family to be covered.

THIS IS THE ONLY ENROLLMENT PERIOD FOR A FULL YEAR ANYONE WHO DOQES NOT ENROLL -
NOW WILL HAVE TO WIAT UNTIL JUNE, 1980,

To receive information and rates regardlng enrollment procedure please complete
and return the form below: :

Leo J. Landes, C.L.U.
Southgate Tower

371 Seventh Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10001

Dear Mr. Landes:

Please send me information and rates regarding enrollment in the Rabbinical Assembly
Major Medical & Group Life Insurance Plan.

Name

Address

City ‘ _ State Zip Code

Number of people to be covered

4/79
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THE JOINT PLACEMENT COMMISSION
OF THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY

Dear Colleague:

April 10, 1979

The following placements have been completed since our last Placement List:

Ira Stone of the Class of 1979 to Congregation Beth Shalom, Seattle, Wash.

NOTE:
D SIGNIFIES DAY SCHOOL IN AREA.

The following new congregations have come to the at;cntiggﬁdf

Q SIGNIFIES QUESTIONNAIRE IS AVAILABLE; NUMBER IS MEMBERSHIP.

CODE FOR CONGREGATIONAL STAFF:
H - HAZZAN, P - PRINCIPAL, E - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, S - SHAMASH.

the Commission:

Bronx, N.Y. (Conservative Synagogue Adath Israel of Riverdale)Q. 500, D,P,H

Chattanooga, Tenn. (Bnai Zion) 350

Danbury, Conn. (Congregation Bnai Israel)Q. 75, D
Douglaston, N.Y. (Marathon Jewish Community Center)Q. 550, D,P,H

El Toro, Calif. (Temple Eilat)

Guelph, Ont., Canada (Beth Isaiah Congregation) 55
Lafayette, Ind. (Congregation Sons of Abraham)Q. 70

Mesa, Ariz. (Temple Beth Sholom)

New York, N.Y. (Conservative Synagogue of Fifth Avenue) 250

01d Bridge, N.J.

(Congregation Beth Ohr)Q. 320, D,H

Santa Rosa, Calif. (Congregation Beth Ami) 104
Springfield, Pa. (Delaware County Jewish Community Center)Q. 130, D,H

Teaneck, N.J.
Waterville, Maine (Beth Israel)Q. 60, D
Wichita Falls, Texas (House of Jacob) 3

Kalamazoo, Mich. (Congregation of Moses) 175

(Congregation Beth Sholom) 250

7

The following congregations are interested in meeting candidates:

Appleton, Wisc. (Moses Montefiore
Synagogue)Q. 110, P,H
(Congregation Bnai
Israel)Q. 65, D
Austin, Texas (Congregation Agudas
Achim)Q. 200

Auburn, N.Y.

Babylon, N.Y. (Congregation Beth Sholom)

: Q. 125, D
Bay City, Mich. (Temple Israel)
Q. 118,
Brooklyn, N.Y. (Baith Israel Anshei
Emes)Q. 100

Brooklyn, N.Y. (Temple Emanu-El of
Boro Park)Q. 245, D,H,S
Brooklyn, N.Y. (Temple Hillel)
Q. 330, P,H,S
Cheltenham, Pa. (Congregation Melrose
Bnai Israel)qQ. 235,D,P,H
Chomedey, Laval, Que. ‘(Congregation
Shaar Shalom)Q. 140, D,P,H

Coatesville, Pa. (Beth Israel Congre-
gation)Q. 100
Colonia, N.J. (Temple Ohev Shalom)
Q. 240, D,P,H
Derby, Conn. (Beth Israel Synagogue
Center)Q. 100, D

DeWitt, N.Y. (Congregation Beth Sholom-

Chevra Shas)Q. 225, D,P

Duluth, Minn. (Adas Israel Congregation)

Q. 80, S

Fresh Meadows, N.Y. (Fresh Meadows Jewish
Center)Q. 300, D,P,H,S

Gainesville, Fla. (Congregation Bnai
Israel)
Herkimer, N.Y. (Temple Beth Joseph) 60
Holyoke, Mass. (Congregation Sons of
' Q. 130, D,P
Houston, Texas (Congregation Beth Am)
Q. 192, D
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Congregations interested in meeting candidates: (Continued)

Howell, N.J. (Jewish Community Center Shenorock, N.Y. (Hebrew Congregation of
Ahavat Achim)Q. 180, D,P,H,S Somers) 100
Kew Gardens, N.Y. (Kew Gardens Anshe Shreveport, La. (Congregation Agudath
Sholom Jewish Center)Q. 240, D,H Achim)Q. 200, H
Lake Grove, N.Y. (Lake Grove Jewish" Spring Valley, N.Y. (Ramat Shalom)
Center)Q. 204, D,P,H Q. 52, D
Lakewood, Calif. (Temple Beth Zion- Staten Island, N.Y. (Congregation Bnai
Sinai)Q. 280, D,P,H Jeshurun)qQ. 250, D,P,H
Linden, N.J. (Temple Mekor Chayim) St. Catharines, Ont., Canada (Congrega-
Q. 280, D,H : tion Bnai Israel)Q. 160, D,H
Manchester, N.H. (Temple Israel)Q. 100 St. John's, Newfoundland, Canada (Beth El
Milford, Conn. (Temple Bnai Shalom) Synagogue)Q. 48
Q. 100, D St. Paul, Minn. (Congregation Sons of
Norwich, N.Y. (Jewish Center of Jacob)Q. 200, H,S
Norwich)Q. 45 Sydney, N.S., Canada (Congregation Temple
Orange, N.J. (Beth Torah)Q.160,D,H Sons of Israel)Q.100
Oshawa, Ont., Canada (Beth Zion Taunton, Mass. (Congregation Agudath
Congregation) 100 Achim)Q. 110, D,H
Park Forest, I1l. (Congregation Am Van Nuys, Calif. (Temple Ner Tamid)
Echad)Q. 220, P Q. 320, D ,
Portsmouth, N.H. (Temple Israel) Westbury, N.Y. (Temple Beth Torah)
Q. 150 Q. 200, D,H
Richmond, B.C., Canada (Beth Tikva Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada (Beth Israel
Congregation)Q. 120, D Synagogue)Q. 120,D,H,S
Roanoke, Va. (Beth Israel)Q.110, P,E Wyckoff, N.J. (Wyckoff-Franklin Lakes
Saginaw, Mich. (Temple Bnai Israel) Synagogue)Q. 103, D
Q. 140, H York, Pa. (Ohev Sholom Congregation)
Salt Lake City, Utah (Congregation Kol Q. 123, D,H

Ami)Q. 261,P,H
Santurce, . Puerto Rico (Jewish Community
Center of Puerto Rico)Q. 220

The following congregations are considering candidates:

Baltimore, Md. (Chizuk Amuno Congregation)Q. 1000, D,P,H,S,E
Bethpage, N.Y. (Bethpage Jewish Community Center)Q. 233, D,H
Briarcliff Manor, N.Y. (Congregation Sons of Israel)Q. 250, D,P,S
Caldwell, N.J. (Congregation Agudath Israel)Q. 400, D,P

Columbus, Ohio (Tifereth Israel)Q. 450, D,P,H,S,E

Cranford, N.J. (Temple Beth E1)Q. 340, D,P,H

Fort Worth, Texas (Congregation Ahavath Sholom)Q. 475, D,P,H,S
Hollywood, Fla. (Temple Sinai)Q. 545, D,H,S,E

Manchester, Conn. (Temple Beth Sholom)Q. 300, D,P,H

Massapequa, N.Y. (Congregation Beth E1)Q. 400, D,P,H

Meriden, Conn. (Temple Bnai Abraham)Q. 350, D,H

Montclair, N.J. (Congregation Shomrei Emunah)Q. 192, D,P,H

North Bellmore, N.Y. (Temple Beth E1)Q. 450, D,H,P

Northbrook, Ill. (Congregation Beth Shalom)Q. 516, D,P,H,E
Springfield, Mass. (Congregation Beth E1)Q. 875, D,P,H,S,E
Verona, N.J. (Jewish Community Center of Verona)Q. 160, D
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada (Congregation Shaarey Zedek)Q. 950, D,H,S,E



The following Assistantships and Associateships are available:

Canoga Park, Calif. - Elijah Schochet
Chicago, I1l. - Seymour Cohen

Elkins Park, Pa. - Aaron Landes
Encino, Calif. - Kalman Friedman

Los Angeles, Calif. - Martin Levin
Minneapolis, Minn. - Kassel Abelson
Minneapolis, Minn. - Arnold Goodman
Newton Centre, Mass. - Samuel Chiel
Port Jefferson Station, N.Y, - Martin
Overseas Pulpits: Edelman

Aukland, New Zealand
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Quito, Equador

Israel Pulpits: (Full-Time)

Rehovot (Adath Shalom) 125
Omer (Magen Avraham) 75
Jerusalem (Ramat Zion) 90

Northridge, Calif. - Michael Menitoff
Penn Valley, Pa. - Gerald Wolpe
Philadelphia, Pa. - J. Harold Romirowsky
Port Chester, N.Y. - Joseph Spieser
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. - Erwin Zimet

Roslyn Heights, N.Y. - Joseph Sternstein
San Diego, Calif. - Samuel Penner

Westmount, Que., Canada - William Shuchat
St. Louis, Mo. - Bernard Lipnick

Kiryat Gat (Mossad Neve Hannah) (Children's home)

(Part-Time)

Tel Aviv (Kehillat Sinai) 50
Arad (Shira Hadash) 35

Beer Sheba (Eshel Avraham) 35
Ranaana (United Synagogue) 100

Herzliah (Kehillat M'soratit) 100
Nahariya (Kehillat M'soratit) 35
Kiryat Bialik (Kehillat M'soratit) 15

For further information, please write to Rabbi Michael Graetz, The Movement of M'sorati
Judaism in Israel, Sederoth ben Maimon 26, P.0. Box 7559, Jerusalem, Israel.

Hillel Positions:

Hillel Jewish Student Centers of Greater Miami/Hillel Foundations of Florida

University of Houston,
Northern Illinois University
Southern Illinois University :

Jewish Campus Activities Baord, Philadelphia

For further information, please contact Rabbi Samuel Z. Fishman, Bnai Brith Hillel
Foundations, 1640 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036; Telephone:

(202) 857-6560.

Non-Pulpit Positions:

United Synagogue of America is interested. in meeting candidates for the position of

Director of the New York Metropolitan Region.

"For information, contact Rabbi Jerome

Epstein, United Synagogue of America, 155 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10010;

Telephone: (212) 533-7800.

Chaplaincy post available in Chicago.

Please write to the Chaplaincy Commission of

the Chicago Board of Rabbis, 72 E. 1ith Street, Chicago, Il1l. 60605.

NI
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President’'s Commission on the Holocaust

April 2, 1979

A CALL TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

This solemn and urgent appeal aims at linking the darkest of the
dark times to humankind's possible redemption.

In the Holocaust (the destruction of six million Jews among eleven
million innocent victims), we discovered another dimension of the
human condition, the dark side of humanity. We learned that a
modern society could use its skill and ingenuity to degrade and
deny what is sacred in man. We learned that people could write
poetry and teach philosophy, yet spend their days killing others;
that people could inflict unrestrained evil on their fellow

men, women and children.

In that catastrophic moral defeat which made the Holocaust possible,
we also discovered the price of indifference and the cost of apathy.
To ignore evil is to accept its triumph. The kingdom of night may
not be restricted to the past if we fail to heed its anguish and

to study its reverberations in order to prevent its recurrence.

Therefore it is incumbent upon all Americans of good will to confront
the memory of the Holocaust, to examine our consciences in its pitiless
shadow, to search our affirmations and our traditions for any weak-
nesses that may encourage hatred or apathy to evil.

In accordance with the mandate of Congress and the Executive Order
(Number 12093), this Commission calls on all Americans, gathered
in their churches and synagogues and all civic groups of faith or
conscience in th® United States of America to mark the week
starting on April 22, arghegntinuing through April 24, the world-
wide Day of Commemoration of the Holocaust and concluding on

April 28~29, designated by law as the "Days of Remembrance of
Victims of the Holocaust," with appropriate study, prayer,
liturgical camemoration and meditation. ILet the event be

studied and the implications confronted.

Let us pray that evil be averted and that apathy be transformed
into concern. Let all Americans pray to become worthy enough
that our faithlessness be forgiven and our faith purified so that
we never again allow such crimes against humanity to take place.



SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA i,
INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS (13CcI1C)
Rabbi Ronald B, Sobel, Chairman

MINUTES OF APRIL 26, 1979 MEETING

Tn attendance were: Rabbi Ronald B, Sobel, Presiding (ADL); wWarren

Ei senberg (ADL), Theodore Freedman (ADL), Rabbi Leon Klenicki ADL),
Rabbi Sol Roth (SCA), Israel Singer (WJCS, Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum (AJC),
Rabbi Mordecai Wexman (SCA), and Dr. Michael Wyschogrod (SCA).

I, Chairmanship of Rabbi Sobel

In view of the approaching end of Rabbi Sobel's chairmanship of
IJCICy..several of those in attendance expressed their admiration
of Rabbi Sobel's dedication and wisdom in steering IJCIC during
the past two years., It was moved and seconded that IJCIC express
its profound gratitude for Rabbi Sobel's service. The motion was
unanimously adopted.

IT. New Chgjirman_of IJCIC

Rabbi Sobel informed the meeting that Professor Talmon had writ-
ten that the Israel. Jewish Council for Interreligious Consultations
would soon present its nomination for the chairmanship of IJCIC,
which will then be circulated to the member agencies.

III. Operating Procedures of IJCIC

There was a discussion of IJCIC's operating procedures, It was
decided to ask the chairman to convene a meeting of IJCIC at which
each member agency would be represented by one authorized repre~
sentative.

iV. Audience with P&ne

There was a discussion of the audience with Pope John Paul II at
the Vatican. SCA moved that the chairman write a letter to Msgr.
Mejia explaining our satisfaction with many aspects of the audi-
ence, as well as our concern with other aspects of it, 1i.,e. the
need for permitting the Vatican tc comment on our text while not
permitting us to comment in advance on the Pope's text, and the
insistence that we eliminate all reference to the State of Israel
in our text as a condition sine qua non of the audience. AJC op-
posed such a letter,

V. Regensburg Consultation

Dr. Riegner's report of the Trento meeting was discussed, It was
decided that one of the Jewish presentations should deal with Re-
ligious Freedom from the point of view of Jewish sources., The
topic of the second Jewish presentation was to be determined at
the next meeting.

#iH
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MK/1i/11995 - Geneva, April 27, 1979

§

To all members of IJCIC
From: Michael 'J. Klein
Dear Friends,

I enclose the Tentative Minutes of our last Liaison Planning
Committee/IJCIC meeting in Geneva which were produced by the
World Council of Churches in consultation with us. We have pointed
out to the WCC that it would be helpful to circulate a short addenda
in which the later arrangements for the proposed sub-committee
on the next ChristianJewish consultation are spelled out.
It was also pointed out to Lukas Vischer that he might inform
the Department for Dialogue with People of Living Faiths
and Ideologies that his suggestion that Jews be invited to be present
at the forthcoming Conference on Mission and Witness ("Your Kingdom
Come") should be included in the Minutes. Dr. Vischer agreed and I
assume that this will be circulated as a correction in the addenda.

Looking forward to having your comments in the near future, I remain

encl.



LITUYRS OF TiZ MEDTING
OF THE LIAIGON AND PLANWING COIZiITTEE
OF TIF WORLD COUNCIL OF CEURCIES
AND TEHE -
INTERKATIONAL JEWISE COMMITTEE OF INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS,
'ECTIERTOAL CENIRE, GENEVA, FEBRUARY 20-21, 1979

Present:

Jewish participants : Rabbi Ronald Sobel (Co-moderator)
D2. Gerhart Riegner

Mr. Michael Klein

Prof. Zeev Falk .

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

Dr. Ernst Ehrlich

Dr. Zacheriah Shuster

Prof. Michael Vyschogrod

lMr. Theodore Freedman

Christian participants: Dr. Stanley Samartha (Co-moderator)
g Dr. Ellen Flesseman-van-lLeer

Prof. Krister Stendahl

Dr. lLukas Vischexr

Dr. John Taylor

Mr. VWesley Kenvorthy (part-tlme)

Mr. Leopoldo Niilus " "

Dr. Paul Abrecht " "

Staffs - Miss Luzia Wehrle
_ . Mrs. Lucienne Hatthey

The meeting opened with the reading of Psalm 100, followed b7 '

2 brief period of silence. HMr. Vesley Kenworthy, Acting General
Secrétary of the World Council of Churches, welcomed all guests on

bebalf of the WCC.

1. Main develovments in WCC since last LPC/1JCIC meeting

(a) Dr. Lukas Vischer reported on the Faith and Order meeting 2%
Bangalore when the Faith and Order Commlsslon had recognized

"the special promise™ and "the spec1a1 problems" of Chrisgtian-
Jewish dialogue. The debate on the unity of the Church had shown
the importance of contiruing concerns for inter-confessional

issues within Christianity together with the development of



community with people of other living faiths and ideologies.

Dr. Vischer also reported plans for the 1979 World
Conference on "Faith, Science and the Future" at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) where selected
invitees from other faiths were being sought, and the 1980
Conference on "Your Kingdom Come" where the updating of
mission would have to take account of inter-religious dia-
logue.

Discussion and questioné addressed to Dr. Vischer em-
phasized the potential interest of Jewish scientists and

theologians in the 1979 conference at MIT.

(b) Dr. Stanley Samartha reported on the adoption by the
1979 WCC Central Committee of the "Guidelinesrfor Dialogue”
originally prepared at'Chiang Mai. He pointed to their
nature as recommendations rather than requirements for the
churches and to the fact that they would need to be supple-

mented by more particular guidelines for each particular

dialogue.

Jewish participants spoke appreciatively of the tone

and cpntent of the text.

(¢) Dr. John B. Taylor reported on recent developments in
Christian-Muslim rélations. He emphasized the variety of
situations from region to region, the readiness to tackle
both‘theological and socio;economic issues and the range of
partners including official representatives of world bodies
as well as individuals. '

Jewish participants underlined the importance of these
dialogues and expressed the hope that there might be future
occasions when Christians, Muslims and Jews could meet

together. It was felt that the increasing political weight

- of the Muslim world should be taken seriously and this would

not exclude encouraging individual encounters also.

(d) Dean Krister Stendahl reported on the activities of the

Consultation on the Church and the Jewish People (ccar).
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He said that the CCcJP Adv1sory Group which met on February 17
and 18, 1979 had recommended two names for consideration for
filling the vacant post of CCJP Secretary and that this re-
commendafion had been communicated to the WCC. It was hoped
that this new staff appointment would be settled quickly.
Along with responsibility for Christian-Jewish relations, the ’
new staff member would have to undertake various responsibili-
_ties within the subunit for Dialogué with People of Living
Faiths and Ideologies (DFI). It was significant that despite
financial pressures every‘effort had been made to fill the
post after the departure of Dr. F. von Hammerstein. In conti-
nuing and renewing the work of the CCJP itself, the commitment
to dialogue should be an indispensable criterion even if one
ig in some way struggling with a commitment to mission; this
reflects the existing pluralism of attitudes in the member
churches. |

In discussion 1t was frankly stated by some Jewish parti-
cipants that this double dimension of the CCJP constituency
-(dialogue énd mission) continued to undermine its credibility
. for some Jews. At the same time it was important that CCJP and
DFI should not evade difficult and delicate issues with their
Jewish partners. We should work for a wider conétituency on
both sides; it was pointed out that an appropriate manner should
be sought to promofe concerns for Christian—Jewish relations
in Asia and Africa. It was also stated from the Jewish side
how much the long hiatus since the last LPC/IJCIC meeting was.
to be regretted; this feeling was shared by all present. . h

(e): Mr. Leopoldo Niilus reported on-thequblic Issues discussed
at the WCC Central Committee in 1979. These included human
rights, militarism and disarmament, tensions in the Pacific,
Central America, Indo-China.and the Middle East. In the Middle
Fast there were some 8 points of priority attention for the
churches ranging from the increasing of areas affected by vio-
lence and tension to the effects of rellglous revivalism upon
religious liberty and the violation of human rlghts. Mr. Niilus
also referred to a letter and dossier about the Middle East sent
by the qommisSion of the Churches on International Affairs (ccIn)

to member churches of the WCC.
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.Regret was expressed by some participants that .the content
of such a WCC communication with member churches had not been
discussed with Jewish organizations; it was also felt that the
cryptic language of the Central Committee statement was unhelp-~
ful. |

It was urged that one should seek formal cooperation
between WCC and Jewish organizations on an issue-like religious
liberty. Finally some participants challenged-the objectivity
Iand accuracy of some facts and statistics quoted in the material
accompanying the CCIA Middle East letter; it was noted that a
response might be prepared by Jewish participants to any apparent
distortions, imbalances or inaccuracies. It was further stated
that material of the kind distributed by the CCIA to member
churches of the WCC was speéifically calling int6 question and
criticizing the activities of CCJP/DFI in its dialogue with

Jewish partners.

Response from the International Jewish Committee on Inter-
religious Consultations (IJCIC) to draft Guidelines from CCJP

Prof. Michael Wyschogrod introduced a written response _

- (see Appendix B) to five of the six paragraphs of the CCJP draft
Guideliﬁes as edited by Dr. Franz von Hammerstein in March 1978
(Appendix A). The main discussion had been about the issue of .
mission. It was felt that each partner must be free to define
himself or herself but one must not underestimate the fears and
emotions provoked on both sidés by the phenomenon, however rare,
of people changing religious communities.

The'Jewish participants decided to abstain at this time from
any comment on the paragraphs dealing with the State of Israel.
They felt, however, that such a statement on Israel is both
important and necessary and should certainly ‘appear in a docu-
ment of this type. | _

Furthermore, they felt that because of the state of flux

 of the political situation in the Middle East at this time, it
was not apportune to finalize the statement on the situation’

there for a document which is now only in draft form and would
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probably not be completed for some time. 'Nevertheléss the
Jewish participants reserved their freedom to comment upon
this paragraph at a latter date. '

It was also noted that the CCJP text was still raw
material in the draft stage and that it would greatly. profit

' both from eventual Jewish reactions and from further and

wider Christian.reactions. The text should not be seen as
an advocacy tool but as a summons to alert more and more
Christians to a greater undersfandihg of Christian-Jewish

relations.

Report on IJCIC

~ Dr. Gerhart Riegner reported on (a) academic meetings
undertaken and planned with Orthodox scholars and (b) forth-
coming meetings and contacts with some confessional families
(notably the Lutheran World Federation (LWF)).

Rabbi Ronald Sobel enumérated the ‘various inter-faith
involvements in USA, Canada, Burope and Israel of the organiza-
tions represented in IJCIC.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum emphasized the importance of Christian-
Jewish cooperation in situations of great human need such as
that faced by the Vietnamese boat people.

. Dr. Riegner also reported on the ohgoing meetings of the
International Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee; the next

meeting would be in Regensburg, October 23-25, 1979.

Report on Boston Préparatory Meeting and Proposals

for next Jewish-Christian Dialogue

‘Dean Stendahl presented a written report (see Appendix C)
of a planning meeting'held.in Boston in April 1978. 1In dis-~
cussion some disappointment was expressed that the social di-
mensions of "Man Living with His Neighbours" seemed to have
been sacrificed to the theological and scientific interest in
"Man Living in Nature". It was particularly asked if nature
and science must not essentially serve the interests of moderni-
zation and development; ét the same time one should ensure that

the de-mystifying of nature did not lead to the rape of nature



and that no artificial distincfions were made between mature
and humanity.

It was felt thét some coordination would be desirable
with the MIT July 1979 Conference and that the agenda of the
natural scientists might be supplemented by that of the
Jewish and Christian theologians and of the ordinéry congre-
gations. It was suggested that a questionnaire be circulated
or that papers be commissioned on "Nature in Jewish and
Christian Thought" (drawing perhaps on worship; historical
experiences, social expression and law); similar perspectives"
might be contributed from Eastern religions. These papers
and/or a questionnaire could help to prepare for a meeting in
_early 1980 which would bring together Christians and Jews not
only to make a further contribution to some of the issues of
the MIT Conference'but, perhaps.still more importantly, to .
promote the mutual communication and understanding between
Jews and Christians around a chosen focal point. This focal
ﬁoint might well be our common responsibility for processes |
of modernization, de-humanization and secularization based on

 scientific technology. This might be phrased as "How do the

religioug traditions of Christians and Jews converge and

differ in their response to the ways in which science and
technology ¢

(2) affect the relationship of humanity to nature, and
(b) influence the ﬁrocess of modernization?"

It was agreed that a Sub-Committee of 2 members on each
side be appoinfed which would work first with Dr. Samartha
and then with the next CCJP Secretary. This Sub-Committee
should formulate in-thellight'of the MIT Conference the

subject of'the next Christian-Jewish Consultation and should

have full powers to commission papers on behalf of Both

Christian and Jewish participants.  Sub~Committee members
might meet in the autumn of 1979, possibly in conjunction
with the next LPC/IJCIC meeting. Choice of a date shquld
take into account WCC/DFI commitments between April 9-16,
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May 12-25 1980. dare should be taken to respect the academic
year in Israel. The issue of involvement by Roman Catholics
should not be overlooked. Finally, it was noted that the
financial impiications of such a meeting would involve consi-
derable work, not least on the WCC gide. )

Date of next LPC/IJCIC Meeting -

It was urged that a meeting should be held in autumn

.1979; this should probably be between October 16 and November

15, perhaps October 16-18 or November 1-2, in Geneva.

Agpendixesz

Draft Guidelines (F.v. Hammerstein)
Jewish response '

Dean Stendahl's report on
Boston Planning Meeting.
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Original documents
faded and/or illegible



APPENDIX B.. '

Comments of IJCIC on "CCJP Contribution to DFI
Guidelines" (expanded Hammerstein version).

i. Preface ‘
1.1 and 1.2 of this section explain the orlgln of the document and
refer to the statement "Dialogue in Community" adopted by the Theological
.Consultatlon held at Chiang Mai, Thalland April 18-27, 1977, Group Report A,
which deals with "Christian-Jewish Relatlons. The. document before us deals.
w1th questlons raised in sectlon 3 of Group Report A. [P ‘
The "Semantic Note" of 1.2 raises the "Who is & Jew?" 1ssue and -
_without resolving it asserts that "we recognize that both ethnic elements
and-religious traditions play a role”. Since this is a rather fundamental
theological iesue as it attempts to define "Israel” in its various senees,
it might be better not to raise it at all than to touch on it in such a
tentative way. If reference to the question must be made, a footnote refer—
ring to election in Abraham, hlstorlcal and cultural cont1nu1ty as well as
ethnic and rellglous trad1t1ons might be satlsfactory. There are other
semantic difficulties such as the term "Old Testament" for which "Hebrew
Bible" should be substituted. ' |
' 1.3. Details the unique relationship between the Church and the Jewish
people. Christianity developed out of Judaism and its earlj historyveannot
be understood except through .an understandlng of Judaism. |
1.4, Summarlzes beliefs-Jews and Chrlstlans hold in common. Such a
summary is 1nportant lest dlfferences obscure areas of profound agreement
Instead of "Redeemes" and "stevardshlp ,Areference to a redeeming God and
‘man's reeponsibility for;his‘use of God'e creation may be preferable.

1.5. Asserts that differences between the two falths have in the past
1ed to tensions and hostile attitudes. .

1.6. Thls paragraph seems to flt more properly in a document dealing
with Christian attltudes to religions other than Judaism. If this paragaraph
is to be retalned, it should be redrafted to deal w1th past Chrlstlan
attitudes to Judaism.

1.7. Recognizes that most Afrlcan and A51an Chrlstlans do not feel
" burdened by the tragic,history'of Jewlsthhrlstlan relatlpns in the dest.-

" This paragraph should be phrased more‘positively, stressing the actual =nd
;::cntfal idfntification.of African 2nd Asien Churches with fundqmenial

libernnisn £hamar in the Hebrew Bible,  The Temark ghout wne divoroiny ov
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views with regard to Israel "according to a variety of political convictions"
seems to imply that there is only a 'political and no theological dimension

to views about Israel.

- Antisemitism

2.1. This section is verj ciear in condemning antisemitism in all its
forms. It does not.hesitate to mention "the Crusades,'the Inquisition and
the Holocaust" as lamentaole manifestetions of European antisemitism. Non-
Western Christians are urged to study the history of‘Western antisemitism
so as not to fall victims to the same disease.' It is also p01nted out that
in many countries antisemitism appears in the guise of anti- Zionlsm. In
line 2 of paragraph 2 the words "and acts" should be added.
| 2.2. Devotes itself to reJecting a numher of theologlcal prop051t10ns
"which have served as the foundation of Christian antisemitism. Among these
.are the view that the Jewish people is collectively guilty of the death of
Jesus, that Judaism has been superseded By Christianity and that the Jewish
people is rejected by God. "The Jewish people," the statement asserts,
"continues to be the (emphssis not in the original) Peopie'of God, as regards
divine election beloved by Him, for God is oot,ﬁhfeitthl to those whom he
has chosen." _ ‘ | _ o |

The word "Just" in line 8 of 2.2 should be deleted.

' The words- ' of.today in line 14 of 2.2 should be deleted since otherwise
the implication is that the Jewish people of old were responsible for the
crucifixion of Jesust Since this is a quotation; it might oe best to insert
three dots to indicate om1551on. .

2.3. Deals w1th the Holocaust very appropriately. The reference to a
"Christology of suffering and its relation to the Holocaust is not clear and
should be omitted. '

3; ' Understandingﬁand Positive Presentation of Judaism

_‘_ This sectlon is a welcome addition by von Hammerstein to the shorter,
Jerusalem version of the guidelines. : ' _ '
3.2, 3.3 and 3.k are most significant. IJCIC can only note its
deep appreciation of the thoughts expressed.- '
.3.5‘and 3.6 start with sentences that are incomplete. ' They are probably

meant as headings. In this paragraph we suggest the addition of & sentence




recommending that future Gospel-editions include'annotations.which prevent
antisemitic_interpretations of the text.
3.7 is largely a repetition of 1.4. They should not both be included.
3.8 is problematic. It can be read as claiming growing religious
aeceptance, in some sense, of Jesus among Jews. If a delineation of
dlfferences between Christianity and Judaism:is necessary (itself dubious),

it should be done in a less problematlc vay.

L, Authentic Christian Witness '

This section.distinguishes between pnoselytism and witness.: Proselytism,
vhether gross or refined, is the application of some forms of ceercion to the
humen person and is therefore rejected. We welcome the rejection of coercive
forms of proselytism. The statement emphas1zes that with respect to Jews
proselytism is partlcularly obJectlonable because of the unique relatlonshlp
between Chrlstlanlty and Jndalsm and ofithe history of forced baptism from
which Jews have suffered. ‘ -

4ok, Takes up the question of witness. Unlike proselytism, the document
seems to reserve the word 'witness" for non-coercive ways of spreading the ’
‘gospel. Here the document reports a _disagreement within the Christian community.
Some believe that Christians must also bear witness to Jews while others believe
that Jews are faithful to God even if they do not accept Jesus as their saviour.
, In so doing, such Christians demonstrate their understanding and acceptance
of the validity of the continuing election of Israel and of God's will that this
people continue as a-participant in redemptlve history. This position conforms
with Jewish self—understandlng and constltutes e vital contribution to the ‘

s advancement of mutual respect between Chrlstlans and Jevs.

With respect to those Christians who find it necessary to advocate

f'contlnued Christian witness to Jews,.lt is incvmbent upon us to point out
that'for the Jewish péople ‘such missions are offensife because they violate

h the inherent authenticity of Israel's spiritual relationship to God throughout

history, past, present and future.

4L.5. In view of the fact that this document deals with relations‘between
Christians anvaews who identify themselves as such, this paragraph is not '

appropriate for inclusion in this document.




5. . The State of Israel
(See item 2, paragraph 2).

6. Future Work : .
' _6 2. We welcome the recognltlon that "in our thlnklng about

Israel and the Jews very important and v1ta1 tenets of our Christian
‘faith are at stake."

6 3. might w1sh to take into account that many Orthodox Jews ‘
are reluctant to enter into purely theological discussions. The
first word of this paragraph could be dropped without damage to 1ts
.meanlng._ The last sentence should end after "divine revelation”
since "heallng the break which exists between the synagogue and the
church" mlght be mlsunderstood.

It is doubtful that the specific questlons ralsed in 6.6
belong in a document that ie intended as Guldellnes in Jewish-

- Christian relations. There are many possible toplcs for future
dlscuss1ons. Why mention partlcularly these three? Furthermore,
,blt detracts from the propltlous tone of 6.5 whlch is more appropriate

as an endlng.
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APPENDIX C.

Report on IJCIC/WCC Sponsored Working Group
Cambridge, MA, April 10-12, 1978

On April 10-12, 1978, a small working session was
held in Cambridge, Mass. (at the Deanery at Harvard Divinity
School) for the purpose of making plans and sorting out
options for a Jewish-Christian Dialogue as discussed and
envisaged at the meétings of IJCIC and WCC/Liaison Planning
Committee. We were also much assisted by the material from
the Christian-Jewish Dialogue on Jewish and Christian Tradi-
tions concerning Nature, Science and Technology (Zurich,
February 20-23, 1977) and the continuity with that Dialogue
was assured by Prof. Manfred Vogel's presence and paper
also at our meeting.

" The participants were:

Prof Manfred Vogel, Northwestern Univer51ty
(Evanston, Illinois) -
Dr. Michael Fishbein, Brandeis Univer51ty
. (Wwaltham, Mass.)
Dr. Paul Santmire, Wellesley College
‘ (Wellesley, Mass.)
Prof. Bertold Klappert, (Wuppertal, West Germany)
and Dean Krister Stendahl as convenor.

Presentations were given by the participants under the
two headings "Man Living in Nature® and "Man Living with
Neighbors".

Out of our deliberations emerged a consensus that the
dialogue envisioned should be on a unified theme and that
such a theme should have its center of gravity in attempts -
at "Theologies of Nature" We would hope for an opportunity
for a Dialogue that transcended the spelling out of differences
and aimed at areas of common language and concern.

; We perceived new possibilities and untapped resources—-
not least from the liturgical traditions and experiences of
our various communities (as underused source in religious
thinking)

We further would like a special effort to be made at
drawing a younger generation of scholars into’ this work.
(I was personally struck by the invigorating perspectives of
our younger participants.)

The basic pattern of this dialogue should not be one
in which scientists made the primary contribution while "theo-

logians" reflected on their contribution. We would rather

recommend that the primary preserntations be (Tentative)
Models of Theologies of Nature in the light of new possibi-
lities and perspectives and that such models be tested and
critiqued by physicists, geneticists, etc.



: We are not "against the second dimension of our
mandate-~i.e., "Man Living with Neighbors", but we tended
to think that the chances for a significant and basic
common understanding of nature (animate ‘and inanimate)
should not be programmatically diverted. We would rather
think that the ramifications for social relations should
emerge naturally. To be sure, the very word "ecology"
raises questions which cannot be handled without our re-
sponsibilities to neighbors--both in space and time (i.e.,
the generations to come). A purely individualistic theology
of nature may well be of the past.

"'Krister Stendahl
_Convenor

2/08/79



INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE FOR INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS (IJCIC)

MINUTES OF MAY 14, 1979, MEETING

In attendance were: Rabbi Ronald B. Sobel, presiding (ADL); Warren
Eisenberg (ADL-BB), Theodore Freedman (ADL-BB), Rabbi Leon Klenicki (ADL-BB),

Dr. Zachariah Shuster (AJC), Israel Singer (WJC), Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum (aAJQC) ,

and Dr. Michael Wyschogrod (ScA).

1. Jewish-Christian Desk at WCC

Dr. wySchogrod reported receiving a phone call from Krister Stendahl
inguiring about Alan Brockway to fill the opening at the WCC in Geneva.
The consensus was that Mr. Brockway seemed positively oriented with respect to
to Jewish concerns but had little academic background in Jewish matters
and might not be strong enough for the task. It was decided to communi-

cate a positive response to Stendahl with some reservatio ns.

II. Regensburg Conference

It was decided to devote two 3-1/2 hour sessions at Regensburg to
the topic of "Religious Liberty, Society and State". This topic would be
interpreted to include the topic of "Education for Dialogue in a Plura-
listic World". The first Jewish paper would deal with religious liberty
out of Jewish sources. Proposed authors of papers on this topic were,
in order of preference (1) Robert Gordis; (2)yMartin Cohen; (3) Ellis
Rifkin. The second Jewish paper would deal with religious education in
a pluralistic world. Proposed authors for this topic were, in order of
preference, (1) David Hartman; (2) Uriel Tal; (3) David Silverman. These

persons were to be contacted as soon as possible.

(cont'd)
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MAY 14, 1979 IJCIC MEETING ' -2-

ITT.

Another 3-1/2 hour session is to be devoted to a general exchange
of ideas, including a discussion of the March 1979 audience with Pope
John Paul T1I, Jerusalem, the Federici paper, and Passion Plays.

Another 3-1/2 hour session is to be devoted to anti-Semitism in va-
rious parts of the world, including teaching about the Holocaust in
schools and universities.

Attached to these minutes is a tentative program schedule.

Opcrations Committee

In accordance with the decision of April 26, 1979, an Operationé

Committee chaired by Rabbi Sobel and consisting of one representative

of each IJCIC agency was convened. Various administrative proposals were

presented for further consideration.
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR REGENSBURG CONSULTATION

Monday, Oct. 22, 1979

8:00 ", Opening session. Introductory Remarks and introduction of
participants. Brief survey of recent developments in Jewish-

Catholic relations. Brief discussion.

Tuesday, Oct. 23, 1979

8:30 - 12:00: First of two sessions on Religious Liberty.
Discussion.

o
Clty Visit - RGGEQIB“V"‘ cf’ ng D\_<G\M\
Tersh CGoprnn

Second session on Religious Liberty

e A L

Wednesday, Oct. 24, 1979 .
Fx Clunt {h \inrxpdx\r»_

8:30 - 12:00: Anti-Semitism. three to four 15-minute presentations

° jrvv followed by_discussion.
- -

14:30 - 14250: General discussion based on previous themes. -

' /‘“‘ﬁr"“ ~ BB g~

Thiarsday, Oct. 25, 1979

8:30 - 12:00: General Exchange of Topics to be brought up by Jewish
side are: review of March 1979 audience with Pope, Jeru-

salem, Federici paper, and Passion Plays.

>
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' UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY . oo

BERKELEY * DAVIS * IRVINE * LOS ANGELES * RIVERSIDE ¢ SAN DIEGO * SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARBARA ¢ BANTA CRUZ

DEPARTMENT OF NEAR EASTERN STUD]ES May 17,1979 BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94720

Rahbi Ronald Sohel 5 REc’n
Chairman , \AAX 2

I13CaC

Neuw York

Dear Ronnie,

1 have just receéived a wire sent by Joseph Immanuel on May 15th, in which I am
adviced that the Jewish Committeee for Interreligious Consultetion in Israel
has resolved to propose my name as the incoming chairman of IJBJC. I would ask
vou now to inform the diverse membbr organizations of IJCJC of this ducision,
and request their acreement, in accord with the procedures established. I

shall await further informtion from you in this matter, I do hope that my
Committee's pronosal will be acceptable to the member organizations.

Irn the same wire I was advised that the Israeli Commitiee will slect & repre-
seritative on the Stearing Caommittee of IJCJIC in Novemghber. Or.Andre Chouranui
has heen as ed to serve temporarily in this capacity between the time of my
resignation as the representative of the Israeli Committee and the election of
3 replacement. In this capacity he will attend the meeting with the Latholic
Lizmison Committes in feyensburg.- 1 presume that this arrangzment will be
agreeable,

L=t me take thic opportunity to thani you for your leadership of IJCJC over the
Tt twn yoearse I can only aspire to be able to discharge myself of the tasks
which will . Fall tn me shoult my election be confirmed,with the grace and effect
witich characterized ynur chairmanship. :

tith nreetings and maost sincere wishes,

yours,

! N2 La, ,/",'L CL
-~ ghe ;Z

maryahu Talmbn

AN



[end]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



HARVARD UNIVERSITY
THE DIVINITY SCHOOL

OrFice oF TEHE DEAN CAMBRIDGE, MassacHUseTTs 02138

May 22, 1979

Dear Marc:

I have now presented Allan Brockway's name to the
World Council of Churches for the staff position outlined
in the attached job description.. I would appreciate it if
you could furnish us with written comments along the line
of our telephone conversation.

As you can see, the position is not confined to
- Jewish-Christian work but requires also general abilities
as a member of the Dialog Staff of the WCC, powers of com-
munication, planning and cooperation.

Please send your letter to Dr. Stanley'Samértha,
World Council of Churches, P. 0. Box 66, 1211 Geneva 20,

Switzerland, with a copy to me.

Kristey Stendahl

Yours,

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum
The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022
KS :eabe " ldﬁ&fé»}bﬁ“fag
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“aly 25, 1979
" Abe Karlikow, Marc Tanenbaum, Milton Himmelfart

“Mort Yarmon

. Shlomo Shafir, ef Davar, who was here a few weeks back, -
has just sent on the enclosed copies of the articles he
did based on s trip. He explained, in a covering note, :
‘that you, Marc, afe mentioned in article no. 2; you, Milton,
_in article no. 3. (You can't tell by me!) And also that
" AJC is mentioned variously. R :
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MJK/ak Geneva, September 1k, 1979

Memo to: All participants in the Bucharest meeting
From: Michael J. Klein

Re: Christian-Orthodox Jewish meeting, Bucharest - October 29 to 31, 1979

On September 11, 1979, a meeting was held in Geneva, at the Orthodox Center

of the Ecumenicel Patriarchate, in which Metropolitan Damaskinos, Bishop Antony
of the Rumanian Patriarchate, Father Bria, Rumanian staff member of the World
Council of Churches with whom we have met before, Chief Rabbi Rosen,

Dr. Riegner and myself participated.

The subject of the meeting was the arrangements for our consultation with the
Orthodokx at Bucharest. There was agreement on the following points.

1. Visas

Rebbi Rosen strongly advised that all participants should acquire their
visas for Rumania at the airport upon arrival, as is customary for tourists.
This will avoid unecessary complications but will necessitate that he be
informed, well in advance, of the names of all participants, their flight
number, and their time of arrival, so that he can inform the authorities

He will also see to it that we are met at the airport.

2. Hotel reservations

It was agreed that the Jewish participants will reside in a decent hotel
and Rabbi Rosen will make the necessary reservations. He should therefore
be informed of your date of arrival and departure and whether you will be
accompanied by your spouse. Please fill in the enclosed form and return it
as soon as possible.

3. Flights

Those who are participating in the meetings in Regensburg have -the following
choices.




There is no direct flight Munich-Bucharest on Sunday. Therefore, you will
have to ledve Munich either on Friday October 26 via Flight LH 310 at
14.20 arriving in Bucharest at 17.25 (this flight will arrive however
after the beginning of Shabbath), or flight OS 412 leaving Munich at
09.40 a.m. arriving in Vienna at 10.L0 and corresponding flight 0S 841
leaving Vienna at 12.05 arriving in Bucharest 15.40. Or you will have to
fly via Zurich on Sunday October 28 Flight SR 555 leaving Munich at

13.15 arriving in Zurich at 14.05, and Flight RO 220 leaving Zurich

at 17.05 arriving in Bucharest at 20.20.

It is essential that you indicate in the enclosed form which flight you
intend to take.

Meeting arrangements

a) Meetings will take place at the Monastery near the Patriarchate. However,
all mid-day meals will be taken together with the Orthodox at the Jewish
community center, There will be two sessions per day; in the morning
and in the afternoon. The meetings will begin on Monday October 29,
at 10 a.m.

¢

b) Interpretation will be from English into French and vice-versa.

c) The first two days will be devoted to the reading and discussion of
the four papers. There will be a formal opening with some introductory
speeches by a member of the Rumanian Patriarchate and by Rabbi Rosen.,

d) The third day will be devoted to a conclusion and a discussion on "where
do we go from here". In addition, there will be a report by Rabbi Rosen
and by a prominent Rumanian Orthodox on the religious situation in
Rumaniaj; a report by Father Bria on the World Council of Churches, its
relations with the Jews, and how this fits in with our discussions in
Bucharest; a report by Mgr. Damaskinos on the situation of Orthodoxy
and the problems of the Pan-Orthodox Council. It was suggested by the
Orthodox representatives that Dr. Riegner give a similar report on major
concerns of world Jewry.

e) It was agreed that at the end of the conference a joint press release
should be issued and that no publicity be made before the conference.

f) It was left to the local Orfhodox and Jewish authorities to decide
vhether and in what form other social functions should be organized.

g) Those who wish to stay a few extra days in Rumania after the conference
ends, for sight-seeing, should inform Rabbi Rosen beforehand so that he
can make the necessary arrangements.

h) We have been requested to submit the papers to be delivered at Bucharest
in written form by October 15, so that they can be distributed to all
participants. At least a résumé of our papers, & few pages long, should
be made available to me by October 15.

With every good wish to you and your family for the New iear.
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GMR/1i
Geneva, September 14, 1979

To Members of ICJIC participating in the Regensburg meeting
From Gerhart M. Riegner

I have the following additional information concerning the
Regensburg meeting.

1. Participants on the Catholic side. I understand that the following
will definitely participate in the Regensburg meeting: Bishop Fliigel,
Archbishop Mugavero, Professor Le Deault, Father Dupuy, Father Salzmann,
Mgr.Moeller, Mgr. Mejia.

The two Catholic scholars who will present the papers will
be Mgr. Biffi, Rector of the Lateran University (on Religious Liberty)
and Dr. Eugene Fisher (on Education and Dialogue).

Moreover, the Catholics - in responsé to our suggestion to
involve some Germans in the discussions, particularly on anti-Semitism -
have invited in addition Prof. Franz Musner (Professor of New Testament
in Regensburg), Professor Heinrich Gross (Professor of 0ld Testament
in Regensburg), Father Willehad Eckert (Catholic Co-chairman of the
"German Koordinierungsrat), and Dr. Hanspeter Heinz (leader of the
Central Committee of German Catholics and head of its Committee o8
Jews and Christians) to participate in the meeting. They have also
invited again Mgr. Higgins.
2.0 Participants on the Jewish side. I understand that the following
will participate on the Jewish side: Professor Talmom, Dr. Chouraqui,

Rabbi Tanenbaum, Mr. Shuster, Prof. Wyschogrod, Rabbi Brickner, Dr. Ehrlich,
Dr. Lichten, Mr. Freedman, Dr. Riegner; Mr. Becker and perhaps Dr. Warszawski.

The Jewish presentations will be made by Professor Robert Gordis
and Professor Lou Silberman. '

The invitations sent out by the Catholics to a number of German
Catholic personalities have raised the question of some German
Jewish participation in the Regensburg meeting. After consultation in
Europe with those whom we could reach, we have decided to invite
Rabbi Peter Levinson, the Jewish Co-chairman of the German Koordinierungs-~
rat, and Mr. J. Rosengold, the Chairman of the Jewish Community of
Regensburg who I understand, is also a member of the Central Council of
Géfman Jews. These are the obvious choices.




To meﬁbers of ICJIC participating in the Regensburg meeting page.2
Sept.14, 1979

3. Dr. Ehrlich has been in contact with Mr. Rosengold, the Chairman
of the Jewish Community of Regensburg, with regard to local arrangements.
The kashrut arrangement :has.been satisfactorily settled. There will also
be a visit to the Jewish Community which will follow immediately the
visit to the city foreseen for Tuesday, October 23 in the afternoon.

As there is no program in the evening, we could probably extend the
afternoon session by an hour.

4, I wish to repeat that the meeting will take place at the
Didzesanzentrum Obermiinster in Regensburg, Obermiinsterplatz 7
(tel. 0941 - 565) where rooms for everybody are reserved.

5. As agreed, there will be a meeting of the Jewish delegation
on October 22 in the afternoon and.it is suggested that this meeting
takes place at 2 p.m. at the Didzesanzentrum in Regensburg.

6.  We have not yet made our definite proposals for the item on

the agenda on exchange of information under which a number of political
subjects are usually discussed. I suggest that we present our proposals
not later than at the beginning of October and I invite our colleagues
in New York to prepare the list of items they wish to suggest.

My best wishes to you for a happy New Year.

Gui?
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GMR/ra
Geneva, September 27, 1979

To: Members of IJCIC participating in the Regensburg meeting
From: Gerhart M. Riegner

My attention has been drawn to the fact that several members will
have difficulty in reaching Regensburg during the morning of October 22
as their plenes arrive in Munich too late to make the train connection
to Regensburg. y

I am, therefore, calling the preliminary meeting of the Jewish
delegation for 4 p.m. on October 22, at the Didzesanzéntrum Obérmiinster

in Regensburg, Obermiinsterplatz T, where we will all be housed.

Kind regards.



The “American
i “Jewish Committee

~_/ EUROPEAN OFFICE e 41 Avenue Paul Doumer, 75016 Péris, France ® Tel. 503-0156, 520-0660 e Cable: Wishcom, Paris
Zachariah Shuster, Consultant

September 27, 1979

Marc Tanenbaum
AJCommittee

165 E 56 St.

New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear Marc,

I should like to call your attention to a few matters on
our current agenda.

.1/ It is necessary that you make immediately arrangements
“for your trip to Regensburg and from there to Bucarest. As
you know our group is to meet in Regensburg on Monday,
October 22 at 2. Pm. I intend to leave on Sunday, October
21. With regard to Bucarest you have to inform Mr. Mikhael
G. Klein, of the WJC Geneva, about the time of your arrival
and departure. 1In case there are any questions about the
(«i9 ~ arrangements, you can get in touch with me at the Paris office.

2/ As you recatlli you promised our friends at Duisburg to
make our first, paygment to them in September. I should like

—_— to remind you THAt this be done within the next few days, for
I know they need it very badly and also for the reason that
this will be an important gesture of encouragement to them
for our future cooperation.

3/ A.few days ago I received the sad new that our good friend
Cornelis A. Rijk passed away in Holland. As you know he has
been one of the most ardent pionners in the entire field of
interreligious relations. He possessed a tremendous and ,
profound knowledge of everything Jewish, and his whole life -
during several decades was dedicated to the promotion of
Christian-Jewish relations. I suggest that you write a letter
to the SIDIC at Rome, the centsr of his activities in recent
years; expressing our commiseration.
The address of SIDIC is: via del Plebiscito, 112 int. 9
I-00186 ROMA.
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- . REGENSBURG~ MEETING

YEducation for Dialogue - in a Pluralistic World"

. Dr.Eugene J. Fisher (*)

INTRODUCTION

As I understand the task assigned, this' is not to.be so
much a formal presentation as such, but rather an '"outline" or
starting point for the Committee's ongoing consideration of
"Education for Dialogue in a Pluralistic World." The discussion,
was initiated as a ﬁajor»topic at the Madrid meeting in 1978.
The present paper, Vthen offers only some initial reflectlons on
the five points agreed upon by the steerlng committee, in the
hope of precipitating thoughtful reactions.

At the Madrid meeting, papers were presented which
centered specifically on how Roman Catholic teaching materiels
pfesentedeJews3;and”vice=Versa"(myjown“andrR;QiMeiia’svpépersrwere‘
subsequently published in the United States in Origins, May 11,
1978). Briefly, if I may risk.oversimplifying'the richness of
data collected, we discovered. that while the "problem" with the

\ Catholic materials centered mainly on the need for eradication

of negative-images (many based uncritically on misunderstandings

of New Testament passages) the "problem'" in Jewish texts lay in N
( the fact that Christianity and the C lurch were seldom presented in ﬂ
\ any full way. : _ , - ;

As soon .as it is stated, however, this generalization ;
calls for modification. The Catholic papers, especially those on
the American and French language areas, reported that almost no

" treatment of Jews couldvbe found between the time of the close of 4bﬁﬂ“
K |
the Apostolic period and the twentieth century. The German report '
highlighted especially the lack of treatment of the Holocaust

(though this was before the NBC-TV program). The.Catholic self-

(*) Dr. Eugene J.Fisher 1is the Executive Secretary of the Secretariat for
Catholic/Jewish Relations of the NCCB of the U3A.




studies further noted significant improvement since the Second
Vatican Council.

The Jewish self-studies uncovered important positive
signs. The presentation of the figure of Jesus, especially in
fhé Israeli schools, 3k quitehbositive and objective, and further.
improvements are seen in the future.

The present discussion presumes the above insights and
'éeeks, as- I understand it, to begin-the task of filling out the
positive side of the task, i.e., what can or should be the

religious pictures of each other which are clear in our

educational programming?

Toward a Clarification of Terms

The first issue I would suggest- that the discussion needs
to take up is to make certain that we are all agreed on the precise

- goal we have in mind, which means grappling immediately with the

usages of key terms in its formulation. '"Education,' in its
root, means ''to lead out" or "to lead forth." Hence we have

to agree on the direction we would wish our respective communities
to take vis a vis each other before we can presume to map out an
educational strategy. |

Is the phrase, '"education for dialogue," for example,
intended as a limitatibn on.the educational goal envisioned?
Is our educational strategy defined as the preparation of our
students for the act of dialogue as such? This is a clear goal
and can provide certain guidelines for educators. Here, the

goal is chiefly the transference of adequate information about the




other group, along with the skills and attitudes necessary for
dialogue (group dynamics, openness, etc.). An& here the educa-
tional processes would differ little, if at all, from, for
example,educating Catholic groups in the skills necessary for
dialogue with Hindus, or Jews with “Buddhists .

| In such a formulation, it should be noted, the fact of
religious ﬁluralism in the modern wofld is taken into aecount,

=~ but no particular theological stance toward that fact needs to

2 57\ GhanAie.,

be developed. The goal of dialogue is limited by definition to
understanding, and the troubling theological issue of religious
affirmation of each other's tradition.can be held in abeyance,
~at least until adequate underStandingAis achieved.

Many religious thinkers, both Jewish and Christian,
however, stress in their theological specﬁlations today that fhe

pﬂw} historical rootedness of Chr15t1an1ty in Judaism implies- in

é some’ .teal sense,- a:unique, covenantal relatlonshlp between our

two traditions. This is suggested strongly in Roman Catholic
<’~”_—_\ .

documents ranging from ‘Nostra Aetate itself to the Vatican

"Guidelines and Suggestions” for implementing that Concilian
declaration issued in December of 1974. More recently this-
Committee itself has discussed the very important paper of
Prof. Federici on the ”Missidnféﬁdiﬁitness"-6fffﬁefChﬁ}Eﬂjf’ -
‘with reference to the Jewish people in its Venice meeting in March
of 1977. | |

If must be stressed that no cqnsensus within the Church

has yet emerged from the considerable theological reflection on

this subject in each of our traditions, or in the dialogues




between us to this point on the local as well as international
levels. Yet I would argue that'the issue remains pertinent to
the present discussion. qu once the point. of a unique religious
relationship between ﬁs is accepted, however defined, the goal

of the dialogue, and hence of the educational strategies-ﬁe
choose for preparlng our reSpectlve communities- for that dlalooue

shifts dramatically and opens areas not so easy to predict.

~Reflections on the Sub-Tgpiés

ther questions emerge. What, precisely, is our
.définition of "pluralism"? Is our understanding of it culturally
conditioned? That is, to &hat extent do our differing historical
experiences {(North American, South American, European, Middle
Eastern, etc.) determine: the attitudes towérd pluralism whitch
we bring to this discussion? This issue is immediately apparent
in the first of the agreed sub-topics, "feligioﬁs eduéation in
é secular and pluralistic society;" To some, the two terms;
"secularism" and "pluralism" may be perceived és nearly identical,
two facets 6f a common phenomenén which threatens all religious
~ traditions. To others (and I would lean in this direction)
pluralism,'properly so called, is not only very different from,
but iﬁdeed offers a hopeful response to thét form of secularism
which can lead to religious indifferentism.

The definition of ﬁluralism to which I would presently
'subscrib% stems from the North American experience, and specifically
from the insights gained in the civil rights struggles of the

1960's. It may or may not be applicable outside that context,




"

but I would submit that an airing and testing of our assumptions
in this area is vital to our discussion here, équally in the
broader area of religious liberty as in the more restricted,

question of education for religious dialogue.

Robert W. Terry in his book For Whites Only (Eerdmans;
1970), grounds his: definition of pluralism in an overall social-
vefhical'anélysis of the nature of justice, that is in turn based
upon the elements necessary to any act of human communication.
In communication, each person must have the recognized power to
make a gesture which'will elicit a real response of at least
openness from the other (whether that other be another person or
én institufion). If the process is one of justice, gesture and
;reSpoﬁse will re5plt'in.some.form'of'shaied meaning, though not
necessarily agreemeﬁt.br con'sansus. |
| Pluralism, the sense of shared meaﬁing on the societal
level of group relations, lifts up acéording*to Terry ''the neces-

——

sary and creative tension between similarity and difference.!™

It is the opposite of '"'rugged individualism" as well as the old
American'melting pot'" model of society in which new immigrant
groups were acceptabie only "'insofar as they conformed to the
norms of the white, largely.Anglo-Saxon cultural and religious

imageéé Something of this same, anti-pluréliSt kind of pressure,

1 believe, was forced upon the Jewish community in Europe by A~

of the Enlightenment, in which Jews became that curious anomaly known

as "Frenchmen (or Germans, etc.) of the Mosaic persuasion.™

Such a situation, it can be argued, offered Jews mno more room,

the pr1nc1p1es



ideologically or socially, to determine their own self-definition
than did the earlier Roman Catholic model that "error has no
righté.” ReligiousliEerQrwas vouchsafed for individuals only

as individuals, never for religious groups as such. This
"enlightened" theory, fused with‘secularism and fransplanted to
the United States,‘produced the melting pot model in which
diverse ethnic aﬁd cultural groups, ''welcomed" to our shores, were
"Americanized," whith is to séy shorn of their awkward differences
of names, traditions and religious practices. It -goes without saying '
that in thé United States, as perhaps nowhere else, the educational
| system was used as the melting pot in which groups were trans-
formed from ethnic and religious communities to mere collections
of individuals, and so assimilated into‘the*dominant.patterns of
"acceptable'" social behavior. | |

Curfent-Catholic thinking, which grounds it approach

" to religious liberty on the notion of the person rather than the
individual; and on the-reciprdcal interdependencies between the
person and the society as a whole, is thus much mofe capable of
developing a theory of pluralism adeqﬁate for the complex issues
involved, I would suspect, than either enlightened rationalism or
'religious triumphalism, _even though the implications of the new

approach taken in the Conciliar documents on Religious Liberty

-and The Church in the Modern World have yet to be fully integrated

into Catholic social policy. For it at least provides a framework
capable of taking into account the truth claims of other religious
traditions as traditions of living communities. (An important

conference sponsored by the Synagogue Council of America and the




NCCB Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations this spring
provided the opportunity for an intense, shared analysis of many
of these issues by leading figures in both communities. The
papers, edited by Rabbi Daniel Polish and myself, are now being

prepared for publication by Notre Dame University Press).

Religious Claims and Education for Dialogue

The above discussion leads directly into a consideration
of point "b" of the agreed agenda: 'the problem of transmitting
labsolute religious‘?alues in the context of interreligious
- dialogue." Here I would only caution. that we ought to see this
Issue not so much as a '"problem'" but as a hope. (The proverbial
water glass, I would argue, is best understood as half full
rather than half empty.) |

The issue, of coﬁrse, is a.Very‘real one iﬁ both of our

communitiés,which is why this forum, as well as Catholic-Jewish

exchanges on the- local and diocesan levels, have seen so many

-~ expressions of hesitancy to engage in '"theological" discussions

properly so-called. The caution, I believe, is well taken.
Our d%alogue is, after almost two millenia of unremitting

e v : ion, only in its infancy. Yet the questions left
unresolved by the split betweén»uS'early in the coﬁmoﬁ era have
not gone away, despite the centuries of being ignored. At times
our core religious claims. not .only differ bﬁtﬁappear,to
.clash directly, as on the question of the very possibility of -
God becoming man in any real sense. (Irqnically, ifJChristianity

~had succumbed to Arianism or almost any of the other early




Christological heresies, this problem might well have dissipated
long ago).

" But here we need to be very clear and not presume a
clash of values where none, in fact, exists. There are important

distinctions to be made. The '"absolute" (another term crying

'fof’&efinition) reiigious values each of us hold forth do not

ultimately clash, in my own opinion, on the moral level (which,

we might afgue, is where the concept of 'value®™ properly belongs).
Though our separate-but-interrelated histories have given rise to-
unique articulations and emphases, this is a matter of the
richness of diversity, not of competition. In Los Angeles in

the United States, for example, an important local dialogue has
been taking place for almost five years now. It has produced

joint statements on both abortion and "Care for the Dying."

Neither is a consensus statement. The disagreements are clearly

delineated. Yet the documents as a whole are immenselybenriched
rather than enfeebled as educational tools by this very diversity.
Pluralism delights in difference. Can we see pluralism, then,

as a positive good in our respective religious visions and not as

something, like secularism (negatively understood), at Worst to

be deplored and at best to be tolerated?

Likewise, as our dialogues go forward, I suspect we
will diséover, in much the same way as the Catholic-Protestant
bi-laterals have discovered, that much that we thought separated
.us is more 'a matter of éulturally conditioned language than actual
disagreement over substance. In the area of moral religious

values, since both of our traditions accept the validity of the




Hebrew scriptures as the Word of God, one can confidently
predict a wealth of new insights stemming from our common :search.
It is only such insights, carefully tested and weighed by "the
best of our major thinkers, that can then be transmitted .
educationally in the context of an interfeligious.format. . This
is,,of course, to éay that the process must be, for the present,
painstakingly slow -- it is as bad to assume identify of values
superficially as it is to assume absolute dichotomy of .values.
A1l areasﬁofwreligious-educatiOﬁﬁ%T*EﬁiritUali?yj  o
liturgy, even the classical theological questions Such.és

the mture of God and Creation --'can only be.enriched by a mature

~cross-fertilization of insights. I can see no harm and much

benefit to Catholic students who take up a serious study of, for

examﬁle,'thevspiritual wealth of the Talmud or Hassidic sayings.
Likewise, even what does perceptibly divide us ﬁeeds

to be cérefully probed béfOr¢5welaésume'thatﬁwe:aré in'danger of

watering down dur own beliefs by exposing our children to those

of the other religious community. St. Paul in Romans 9-11 opens the

possibility that the Jewish "no'" to Christian claims concerning |

Jesus can be viewed, rgligi@usiy;iin,a'positive‘lighttazHe

does nbt provide a fully satisfying theology for articulating this

pbssibility, and, tragically,-the Christian community soon forget

that there was.evén a question there. But the 1974 Vatican

‘Gui&elines,,incﬁstinguishing between "fulfillment" and "perfect

fulfillment" of the bibiical promises by Jesus Messiah, open$

the question again with renewed urgency. Much more work,

especially within the Christian community, will be necessary

befdre the inplications of this admission become fully clear. Yet it




does seem that much that is of the essence of the Jewish claim
concerning the nature of the MessianiC‘Age is here accepted as

v alid from the Catholic vieWpoint as well. Prudence and-

humility are virtﬁes both sides need to cultivaﬁé’if the questions

raised in this point are to be approached with adequacy.

Family and Education

This I consider %o be a key theme and one that offers
an important possibility for sharing between us. Religious
education in both of our traditions is defined as centered in the
- family. And the very structures of our religious communities
flbw to a great extent from the views we hold of the family and
values we place on it.

Again, two papers from ‘the NQtre~Dame7exchange:
Cmentioned abové) centered on this issue. 1Its richnesé cannot
be exhausted in the limited time devoted to it here. I would
suggest that it be placed on the agenda for a future meeting and

taken up in the depth which it so clearly deserves.

Educational Requirements and Cooperation

These final twpcpbints;seemito‘meato;get*atlthé“practitalz
considerations ofwhat our communities can do now, separately and
.together, to .achieve the goal of pluralistically open religious--i_
education. Part of the answer to this is already given in the
above topics_themselves. “Another part of it /cannot be given:
until the dialgue between us begins to produce some answers to
the questions of religious affirmation of each other which the

'above'topics also open up.




In the meantime, I would only offer some practical
educational models now being utilized in the United States, in
the hope that at least some portions of them might be usefully
applied in the varying social and cultural contexts which are.
represented in this group.

To this end, please find attached two curricula, one dn
Judaism»in general and one on the Hélocaust (done with Rabbi
Leoﬁ Klenicki of the ADL), which were produced specificall? for

use 1in Catholic school systems. Several dioceses:in the United

States, such as Philadelphia, are currently working on diocesan-wide

curricula on Judaism and/or the Holocaust fof: iné¢lusion in their -

programs. These developments, to be effective, need to be

implemented in teacher-training programs and requirements as well.
Last year the Department of Education of our Conference, in
conjunction with the Anti-Defamation League, issued a teacher-
training program of vafious-optgohs-whiCh'canvbe adapted to the
needs of the local dioceses.

Such special programming, I would urge, needs to become

a regular part of all of our religious education programs, for

| teachers of ‘every age level from pre-school through adult. My

own study of Cathdlic teaching materials, on which I reported at

the Madrid'meeting'last year, noted that the problems faced by

educators in developing a prejudice-free catechesis are not

solved simply by the elimination of blatant negatives from our
textbooks. Many of the teachers, we know, will have been

trained with the older, more negative materials, and so will need
updating in sound biblical and theological studies.

Even more critical, I believe, is the work on the

Y J




resolution of the issues faised above concerning how our traditians
can affirm each other religidusly. Until some new consensus in
a positive manner begins to emerge in thesezareas, the confasions
and ambiguities now found in Catholic materials when dealing
with Judaism are bound to continue. And in the absence of clear
guidelines,in these crucial areas, one can only presume that, in
the final analysis, the old negative polemics will not only persist,
but may well predominate since there exists no positiva.option
to take their place. |

One might also note that, educationally, dioceses which
include few Jews are working under a distinct disadvantage. In
many places in the U. S., one of the most successful-educational
activities in Jewish-Christian relations takes the term of visits
lto synagogues, to Jewish homes for the Seder, or simply bringing a
rabbi or other Jewish scholar into the classroom (whether for
a simple lecture or a full course). Placeé which cannot do this
on a regular, large-scale basis need to realize that special
educational efforts are neéded, since the dynamic of personal
Eontact with Jews and Judaism is missing,

This, finally, brings us back to our original question
concerning the natﬁre of the goal- of "edacation for dialogue."
‘Why, one-might ask, educate for dialogue, if the Cathalic students
are likely to encounterffe&ﬂiffany Jews :in:their lives? The '1974 Vatican
Guidelines, I believé, offer an important.answer to this question
when they state: ,

The problem of Jewish-Christian relations

concerns the church as such, since it is when .

'pondering her ‘own mystery' that she comes .up

against the mystery of Israel. Therefore,

even in areas where no Jewish communities.
exist, this remains an important problem.




That ié, the education we seek is not just "for dialogue"
in the narrow sense of training Catholics to "get along" with
Jews as neighbors or dialogue partners. 'Rather, we seek to
develop anew dialogical model fmrreiigious education itself. ”///’
In this vision of the gballof_education, the need to develop
pfejudice-free styies of liturgy, theolpgica1,refléctionﬁan¢jpreaching:
becomes paraﬁount.(for'these are all means of education within-
Roman Catholicism).

 Sﬁch a vision demands closér scrutiny, not only of our
textbooks, but of the very structure of our liturgy and of our
theological training as a whole. Only céoperation, over a long
beriod.of time, can begin to define whaf.ultimately may be |
required to achieve this goai. And it must be seen as a major
priority of the church for"at least the  next generation to have

any chance at all of success.

(October, 1979)

[



SYNAGOGUE COUNCILOF AMERICA

memoranaum

to:
from:
subject.

date:

Members of IJCIC Participating in Regensburg Consultation

Michael Wyschogrod

! [ (-~
The Jewish Paper
("
October 4, 1979 ) ‘

The Jewish paper on Education and Dialogue will be given by

Prof. David Silverman of the Jewish Theological Seminary.

Shabbat shalom v'chag sameach!

MW:hfe

432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 - Telephone: (212) 686-8670




SECRETARIAT FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN UNITY
COMMISSION FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS. WITH. THE JEWS

7
Vatican City - Tel. 698.4386/698.3071 “

Pror. N. ...Encl. . : '  Vatican City, October..4th,1979.......

INTERNATIONAL LIAISON COMMITTEE: ‘Meeting in Regensburg (Oct.22-25,1979)

TENTATIVE AGENDA:

Monday Oct.22 Arrival

20:00 Offiecial opening .
Greetings from the Bishop of Regensburg
D.Dr. h.c. Rudolf Graber

Tuesday Oct.23

8:30 - 12:00 Preséntation on "Religious-Freedom"
Jewish: Prof. Robert Gordis .

Catholic: Msgr Franco Biffi, Presidéﬁt
Lateran University (Rome)

\
A""

Discussion.
12:00 - 13:30 . Lunch . ]
13:30 - 15:30 Visit to the city )
15:30 - 18:30 Continuation of morning discussion
18:30 ' Evening meal.
Wednesday Oct.24
8:30 - 12:00 Exchahge of jnformation

Main Subject: Antisemitism
Preséntation: P.Willehad Eckert, 0.P.
) (Bornheim-Walberberg)
12:00 - 13:30 ' Lunch :
14:30 - 16:30 Presentation on "Education for Dialogue"
' Cathollc Dr.Eugene J. Flsher, Secretary,. Secretarlat
for Catholic-Jewish relations, NCCB, USA ‘"”f“”

Jewish: Prof. Lou Silberman.

~ Discussion.
17:00 . Reception offered by the City Major.
Thursday Oct.25
18:30 - 12:30 Exchange of information (contlnuatlon)
12:30 - 13:15 Lunch .
13:30 - 19:15 Trip to former concentration camp in Flossenburg - !
19:00 - 19:45 Evening meal. : - 92

20:00 - 22:00 Final session.




THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date October 14, 1979

winpueowsL

to Marc Tanenbaum
from M- Bernard Resnikoff

subject

If you see Shmariyahu Talmon in Germany, you:should know
that his wife, Pnina, has cancer and is recovering (joke)
from a mastectomy.

The tragedy is that Talmon's first wife died of cancer
and Pnina's first husband also died of cancer.

Talmon is quite distraught.

MBR:1lm
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YN TI?3 nryany YNIWra nrminn axyvInn
THE JEWISH COUNCIL IN ISRAEL FOR INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

Jerusalom, P.OB. 2028 ' : 2028 .1.n , YNV
Israel '» . 222493 : %

Ostebar 135, 1979

m’.m Mo W
Countdl of Dmerice
fiow York, oo

* Baaw rofusser Syashogred,
Bot Expenees ef ths LOCIC Chaivees

F.mmm&mdmth@ﬂﬁﬁ»muﬁﬂmﬁnummumd

‘ths otker LI crgenisstioas duriag my stay in the Uu5. absut the adiitiemal
fande xoquired %o osvey the éxpetues per sattion of the chalrman, awd st yeur
ssgzestion I would 18ke t6 present an estimste of expanses as far as W

can fersaes them ab the prassnt mopants ,

1) four trips ebres? ¢ years 2 4o Curope

2 te the (B
mluﬁing cost of bexrd and Teem 84000 =
n)wmmmaam.r«m -
und other apecial axsignmesnis of the charimen $3000.« {(about)

3} Incidenial sxpenséss talsphone, staticmesy ete. 310004

_ Tutal $5000,=

it tis et is divided m the five weader ergenisations, sach ene
will be respensitle fér previding $160C.~ » yeur. (Cf ssurse, (e Jevisd

mxzhtmlﬂumnwoﬁﬂmikmu-mm
like all the others.)

{4 mmummﬁh-mummmm
four ergauisations’ costeidutien vill rise te $200C.= dach & year.



I$ should be remsadered that the Jewish gromp in Isrsel has to coxtinge
te covir the cost of its reprezastative ant of its awa sctivities. %e hope
s the suppors vo receive frea sther sewrces will centisne snd thad we
vmm:mm-mmmaeuuu:;.

(G2
Flsase discuss thess pﬂattiiihmo&um I hope yom Can agree
R sb arrangewent shich vill sske it peasikls S £ chatysun te do his
mmmwwummsm too many difficnlt preblems fer tha

¢es Tivs Bieghor - WU

./ Babbi ¥, Tatnenbaus « AJC
Roei Prith « ADL - Dy, Freelsma
Ir. Chouragui '
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CATHOLIC THEOLOGICAL UNION 5401 SOUTH CORNELL AVE., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60615 TELEPHONE (312) 324-8000

Department of Historical
and Doctrinal Studies

16 October 1979

Dear Colleague:

At the meeting of the Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish

Relations of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops

held in Washington at the end of September the question

of Middle East peace came up for extensive discussion.

At the conclusion of the discussion there was agreement

among the members on the four following points: (1) Israel's
"-right to exist must be zealously safeguarded; (2) the rights
_of the Palestinians need to be duly recognized; (3) the present

Begin Autonomy Plan is insufficient as a recognition of Pales-

tinian rights; and (4) there is a growing erosion of support

for Israel detected by us among American Catholics. This is
~in large part brought ont by the growing belief of the in-

adequacy of the Begin Plan. Israel’. must again try to seize

the Peace initiative if this support is to be regained.

These points should not be taken as an official statement of
the Secretariat. However, they definitely reflect the mood
of the membership. It was agreed that each member of the
Advisory Committee could communicate this prevailing mood to
his or -her colleagues. That it why I am sharing them w1th
you. Comments would be more than welcome.

”Slncerely %ours,
' (./\—v

(Re'.) JOhn T. Pawllkowskl, OSM, Ph.D
Professor -
Member, Advisory Committee
Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Re-

- lations
National Conference of Catholic Bis-
h0ps



JUDISCHE GEMEINDE B TEILTE A%9ap8

REGENSBURG
Kérperschaft des offentlichen Rechts

A913D33"3

(angeschlossen d. Landesverband d. Israelitischen Kultusgemeinden in Bayern)

TELEFON 5626 00

ZEICH.:
8400 Regensburg, _den_19,0ktober 1979 e AMA013Y
SCHAFFNERSTR. 2, POSTFACH 40

Herrn Rabbiner Marc Tanenbaun

Sehr geehrter Herr Rabbiner Tanenbaum!

Die Jiidische Gemeinde Regensburg erlaubt sich, Ihnen die
" herzlichsten WillkommensgriiBe zu entbieten.

wir hoffen, daB Sie sich im schonen alten Regensburg, mit
einer iiber 1000 Jahre alten jiidischen Tradition wohlfiihlen
werden und wiinschen fir die Sitzungen einen erfolgreichen

Verlauf.

ln der Anlage {iberreichen wir Ihmnen eine Zusammenfassung
der jlidischen Geschichte Regensburgs, erstellt durch das
Museum der jlidischen Diaspora Tel-Aviv.

Mit freundlichen GrﬁBen

DIE VERWALTUNG DER JUDDSCHEN GEMEINDE
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THE AMERICARN <j§3\hll$§?1 COMMITTEE

date . October 30, 1979
to Bert Geld | . ‘ L
from Marc Tanenbaum and Zach Shuster - .
subject REPORT ON IJCIC-VATICAN MEETING IN REGENSBURG, OCT. 22-25, '79

This was the eighth annual international consultation between members of
the Vatican Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish relations and IJCIC. It was
the first time the two grcups had met together in Germany, and that fact
‘lent some emotional, even dramatic, moments to our meeting.-

Bishop Karl Flugel, auxiliary bishop of Regensburg, is chairman of the
Catholic Jewish relations commission of the German Conference of Catholic
Bishops. A tall, energetic, warm and affectionate man in his 50s, he vas
' ~the person who urged the Vatican to suspend its "avoidance" of Germany
' and to convene in this 1,900 year-old city. In private conversation with
several of us, he put it this way, "We (German Christians) have given the
. Jewish people sc much pain, tragedy and suffer1ng, we wish now to give you
-1p1Lasure that we cwe yo" "

That "pleasure," as he .termed 1t, was exprnssed in a variety of wayc
first, we were invited to stay in the Diocese's official guest house and
everything was done to make us comfortable (fruit and drinks in our rooms
every night, which was nice since we had only group bathrooms, a kind of
censolation.) Far more importantly, on Tuesday afternoon, Oct. 23 at 3
p.m., the entire group went together to pay our respects to the remnant
Jewish community of Rogensburg at their rebuilt Synagogue and community
center. That became a moving time for all of us, Catholics and Jews.

~ There are about 100 Jews left in Regensburg, most of them Poiish Jews who
were "graduates" of several concentration camps., One Jew told me he had
been incarcerated in four concentration camps, was finaliy. released from

- Dachau, near Munich in 1945, and wandered into.Regensburg to set up stakes.

The leaders of the Jewish community, Mr. Juan Rabinowicz, a very intelli-
gent and competent businessman (from Poland to Argentina tc megensburg

where he now owns a large department store), arranged for an impressiv ex-
hibit of Jewish religicus and cultural Jife in that city dating Lack to

the year 1010, when Jews first settled there. After touching ceremonial
speeches, we went into the adjacent tiny Orthodox Synagogue. I suggested
that we daven minchah with the Regensburg Jews as an expressicn of solidar-
ity, and say kaddish over the Kedoshim. Bishop Flugel and the Vatican group
joined us. Herman, a large Polish Jew, went to the bimah and davened as

if it were Yom k]ppur, ending with a loud fervent prayer for "shalom al e
Yisrazl," Peace over Israel. The Bishop and Prof. Mussrer, sitting before
me, had tears in their eyes as did many of us. Our parting with &egen;burg S
Jews was warm and tender, and we could sense that our being and praying

it
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Bert Gold -2- | October 30, 1973

together meant very.much to them as it did to us.

On Wednesday afternoon, Oct. 24, at 5 p.m.. a quite elaborate official
reception was arranged for us in the Rathaus, the medieval court house
where the Kaisers used to hold court. The Mayor and the Bishop of Regens-
burg, Rudolf Graber, dréssed in their regalia, greeted warmly the members
of our groups, spoke of the historic importance of our assembly to Germany,
‘the Church, and to Regensburg. Prof. Shmaryahu Talmon of Hebrew University,
IJCIC chairman, responded in German, speaking of the significance of our
coming to Germany in the shadow of the Nazi holocaust, expressing hope that
we would learn from the tragic past in order to build a more humane future
purged of hatred and anti-Semitism. The event was climaxed by a large
church choir singing among other melodies, "Mah Tovu O'Holecha Yaakov."

The entire group of some 150 people, including leading citizens of Regens-
burg, then broke bread together with a catered kosher meal. .

The most significant expression of Bishop Flugel's statement about “pleas-
ure” - meaning moral reparation - came in a report that the Bishop deliver-
ed himself on the present state of Christian-Jewish relationships in Germany
onllednesday. He stated the German Conference of Catholic Bishops, meeting
in the Wurzburg Synod in 1975, adopted a statement expressing "the special
duty for creating a new relationship between the German Church and the Jew-
ish people.” v S o

That Synod established a special commission under Bishop Flugel's. chairman-
ship including, among others, such important scholars and clergy as Pastor
Eckardt of Cologne; Prof. Mussner, New Testament scholar of Regensburg
(author of several major books of a deeply pro-Jewish character), and Dr.
Heinrich Heinz of Bonn, a youthful, extremely intelligent priest active in
Catholic-Jdewish relations. : :

The Bishop said that the purposes of the commission are to "fight anti-
Semitism; advise all Catholic Churches throughout Cermany on how to proceed
in advancing Catholic-Jewish relations; publish a major document in coopera-
tion with the lay Central Committee of German Catholics on relaticns between
Christians and Jews; collaborate with Evangelical (Protestant, mainly Luther-
an) ‘scholars in this area." -

Prof. Mussner, he announced,is preparing a definitive theological document
on Catholic-dewish relations for issuance in Spring 1980. (He said that
Dr. Ernst Ehrlich of B'nai B'Rith will be asked to read it first. NOTE:
PERHAPS WE SHOULD ASK DR. MUSSNER FOR A PREVIEW LOOK AT IT, SINCE HE VERY
FRIENDLY WITH US, HAVING TAKEN PART IN OUR BAVARIAN CATHOLIC SYMPOSIUM IN
- NOVEMBER 1978.) ' o . o
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“Jewish Committee

EUROPEAN OFFICE « 41 Avenue Pau! Doumer, 75016 Paris, France ¢ Tel. 503-0156, 5‘20-0660 o Cable: Wishcom, Paris’

Zachariah Shuster, Consultant .

November 6, 1372

Marc Tanenbaum
.. .. AJCommittee
" 165 E 56 Street
New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear Marc,

The last day of the Regensburg conference was occupied mainly
with an examination of the communiqué@ on the proceedings. The
adopted text as well as the list of representatives of both
sides are enclosed herewith. ‘

The conference in Bucarest was entirely of a different nature:.
but most interesting. I shall send you a detailed report within
the next few days. I presume that you have drafted a report on
the Regensburg conference, which I am sure you agree with me was

outstanding from every point of view. I should appreciate getting

a copy of this report.

I want to assure you that I enjoyed very much our conversations in

Munich and Regensburg, and expect to discuss further with you the
various ideas we agreed upon during these conversations.

With best regards,

‘Sincerely yours,

o

5o A A

AN o
i -

Zachariah Shuster

Pl . ~

RICHARD MAASS, Presiden: B . . o BERTRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-President
MAYNARD 1. WISHNER, Chairman, Boaid cof Governors B MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Chairman, .National Executive Council HOWARD |. FRIZOMAN, Chairman, Board of Trusiees D
GERARD WEINSTOCK, Treasurer @ LEONARD C. YASEEN, Secretary © ROBERT L. HOROWITZ, Associate Treastcer & THEODOAE ELLENOFF, Chairman, Executive Commiilee &f
Honorary Presigents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP' E. HOFFMAN, EMER L. WINTER' 8 Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN, RUTH R. GODDARD,
ANDREW GOODMAN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD m@  MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chairman, National Executive Counci! B  MAURICE GLINERT. Honorary Treasurer 8
JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President Emeritus © Vice-Presidents: STANFORD M. ADELSTEIN, Rapid City, $.0.; DAViD HiRSCHHORN, Baltimors; MILES JAFFE, Detroit; ALFRED K. MOSES,
Washington, D.C.; ELAINE PETSCHEK, Westchester;, MERVIN H. RISEMAN, New York; RICHARD E. SHERWOOD, Los Angeles; SHEAMAN H. STARR, Boston; EMILY W. SUNSTEIN. Philadelphia;
GEQORGE M. SZABAD, Wesichester; ELISE D. WATERMAN, New York

i
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“Mr. Andre” Chouréqui

Dr. Ernst Ludwig Ehrlich

Mr. Theodore Freedman'
Dr.Joseph L. Licﬂten '
Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner
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Dr.Paul Warszawski
Prof. Michael Wyschogrod
Prof. Rabbi Robert Gordi.s
Prof. David Silverman

Rabbi N. Peter Levinson

Mr. Juan Rosengold

" Representative - World Jewish Congress- Rome

Director of Department of Interreligious Affairs ,

Union of American Hebrew Congregatxonsr
New York

Jewish Council in Israel for Interreligious
Consultations - Jerusalem

European Director - Brai Brith - Basle

National Program Director - AntiTrfamation
League of B’ nai Brith - New York

Representative An*i-Defamation League of
B’ nai Brith - Rome

Secretary General - World Jewish Concrress
Geneva

Europan Consultant— Interreligious Affaivs -~
American Jewish Committee : -~ Paris

Chzirman International Jewish Committeé.: for
Interreligious Consultations - Hebrew
University - Jerusalem

National Direcrgor, Interreligious Affairs
. Committee -~ American Jewish Committee —
New Yo+rk

Assistant Director — Latin American Jewish
Congress -Buenos Aires

Senior Consultant - Synagogue Council of
America - New York

Professor - Jewish Theological Seminary
New York

Professor - Jewish Thedogical Semmary
New York

Landesrabbiner von Baden - Heidelberg

President - Jewish Community -~ Regensburg
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Prof. Dr Giinter BIEMER, Umvers1ty of I‘relburg i.Br.
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R. P. Jacques-Marcel DUBOIS, OP
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R.P. Bernard DUPUY, OP
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Monsignor Jorge MEJIA, Secretary to the Commission for Rehglous
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Most Rev. Francis J. MUGAVERO Bishop of Brooklyn
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INTERNATIONAL LIAISON COMMITTEE

BETWEEN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH AND JUDAISM

Meeting of Regensburg, October 22 - 25, 1979

Press Release

The eighth annual meeting of the Intex..‘national Liais.on Committee between the Roman
Catholic Church and Judaism took place in Regensburg. Bavaria, Federal Republic
of Germany from October 22nd to 25th, 1979. The Liaison Committee is composed
of representatives of the Roman Catholic Church and of the Internafional Jewish
Committee for Interreligious Cohsultations (IJCIC).

The significance of the meeting being held in Germany was underlined in a telegram
sent to the Auxiliary Bishﬁp Karl Fliigel from Chancellor Helmut Schmidt:

"As you are meeting for the first tiﬁ1e in a German city we are reminded not only
how serious are the consequences of estrangement and fack of understanding between
relig‘oué communities, but also how important is the task to seek dialogue, against
the background of a burdensome comm;)n experience. I believe that in the course of
your proceedings you will gain insighfs which will promote readiness for tolerance

and dialogue not only on the religious plane. What Jews had to suffer in the painful




years of national socialist dictafor-ship is a burden which also concerns your '
deliberatioﬁs in _R'egenrsbu.rg. It is for this .reaeon that Iw1sh to express to you .
my gratitude that your encounﬁer is ta.king plece in the Fedler.al- Republic of |
Germaoy. " | | |

‘_The working. seseions of fzhe conferencev tool% place in the Ho;ise Heuport of t.he'_' “
Diocese of Regensburg. . |

- Two main ;ubjects Wefe discussed at this meeting: "Religious Freedom" and.‘
""Education for Dialogue in a Plufalistie Soeiety". On the first squect ‘two papers
were presented: "The Right to Rehormus beerty" by Msgr, Franco Biffi,
President of Lateran Umvers1ty (Rome), and "Rehglous leerty m the Jewxsh
Perspectwe” by Dr. Robert GOI‘dlS Professor of Bible, Jewish Theologxcal
Seminary of America (New York).

Msgr. Biffi’ s paper outlined the ‘teachin.gs of ‘the Catholic Church on feligious o
liberty as stated in the Second Vatican Cooncil’ s oocument on this eubje'ct and in
subsequent pepal etatements. He anaiyrzed the implioations of the chufch’ s
positioo regarding relations Between religions and between Chufch, Sociefy and
the State. |

Professor Gordis outlined the position of Judaism on religious iiberty_from a
Biblicel,- histor?_cal and philosophical perspective., He 'pres'e.nted the eoncept‘of _
religious freedombas found in Jewish tradition. ‘T.he di‘scus'sion of the two
papers revealed convefgences of basic conceptions and_ similefities of problefns

which the two religious communities face in the area of religious freedom.

| <




On the second subject, papers were presented by Dr. Eugene Fisher, Secretariat
for Catholic-Jewish Relations, National Conference of Catholic Bisheps CUSA),._ by
Dr. Giinter Biemer 'Professdr of Religious Education, University of Freiburg i. Br.

and by Dr Dav1d Sllverman Professor of Phﬂosophy of Rellglon Jewxsh Theologl-- -

| _ cal Semmary of Amerlca New York.

The papers on the Catholic side dealt with the need for developmg new teéchmé
methods and currlc.ula in the area ef Cathohc—Jemsh dlalocue-lat‘ all levels of
education. Professor Silverman analyzed the phenomenon of pluralism in con-
ﬁendporary society add its. implications in the field of education for:dialogue. He

discussed the probleims -and opportunities for dealing creatively with pluralism.

In addition to the two main subjects, current trends of. ant'isemitism;vere discussed -
-by P. Dr Willehad Eckert, O.P., Prior of the monaster3 of Walberberg FoIIowmg
his presentation, Bishop Fliigel presented a detaxled ogtli_ne of the work .of the
Germa..n‘Confei'ence_ of Cathqlic Bishops, of the 'Centraf 'Committee of German
Catholi-cs, and the Council of the Protestant Chureh iﬁ Germany t.o counteract
ant'isemiti_sm, to promote Christian-Jewish dialogue in lGermenf and to foster
scholarly research.
The 5oint committee took not e of the recently published 'Tracta£e on the Jews'
by the Regensburg:,'r schoiar, - Prof. Franz Mussder. The }vork ist an outstanding
' cont'ribution to the study of the significance of Judei'sm for Ch_ristianity. . '-
Both delegations recognized the progress made i‘n collaboration and mdtuel under-

standing since the Committee began its work in 1971. .




Ny

The Jewish community tendered a reception to both delegations at the Regensburg .

Jewish Community Center.

The Lord Mayor of Regensburg received the conference participants at the
historieal Rathaus. Greetings wefe ;ielivered by Lord Mayor Dr. Friedrich Vieh-'-
bacher and addresses given by the two co-charmen of the conference, PfofeSSOr :
Shemaryahu Talmon (Jerusalem) and Msgr. Charles Moeller (Vatican). Bishop
Dr. Rudolf Graber welcomed the delegates cordially énd Bishop Fliigel read to

the assembly the above mentioned telegram from Chauncellor Helmut. Schmidf.. The
participants expressed their appreciation to the choir of the Academy fbr Catholic
Church Music for its inspiring pérférmance.

At the end of the session the delegates visited the former concentration camp in
Flossenbiirg. Prayers were said for the Jewish and Christian victims who died-

there, and Bishop Fliigel laid a wreath in their memory.

e e =t e -
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Possible Topics for Regensburg Consultation

vlorality and the State: The Jewish and Christian Experience.

Is the State beyond morality? Is the State subject to the same
morality as the individual? What is the legitimacy of the State?
What are the limits of State power? What can the State demand of the
individual? How does the State relate to religion?

The Human Person and the Foundations of Value

To what extent is the reality of the-person in the world the
basis of value? Can the person be understood by natural categories?
Can the person be interpreted independently of his relationship to
God? How do rights and obligations come to apply to persons?

Is God as person essential to the personhood of the human being?

Moral Issues in Terrorism

Are there acts which are forbidden even in the pursuit of a just
cause? Are there otherwise forbidden acts which are permitted in a
just war? When must the individual interpose -his judgment between
the State and his action? What is the morality of liberation?
Of national security? ' : .

The Human Person and the Economic Order

What is the obligation of "haves'" to "have nots"?

When may the State intervene to redistribute wealth?

1s there a connection between economic freedom and other freedoms
(spcech, religion, thought, etc.)? Should taxation displace charity in
weeting human needs? What is economic justice?

Judaism, Christianity and the West

Are both Judaism and Christianity tied to the West?

What responsibility do J. and C. have for the virtues and vices of
the West? How do J. and C. view non-Western religion? Is there a
spiritual crisis in the West (e.g. Solzhenitzin)? Is technology essentially
a Western idea? Is technology inherently alienating?

Marxism: Jewish and Christian Views

Is Marxism a Jewish and Christian heresy? Is atheism essential
to Marxism? What does the experience of Marxist states (praxis) teach
about Marxism? Is a Jewish or Christian Marxism possible?

How does Marxism deal with the "Jewish problem"? How do religious
communities fare in Marxist countries?
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