*
AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
6406 4 b

% «

é’% +'O

7 S S
3>y

THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

Preserving American Jewish History

MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection, 1945-1992.
Series C: Interreligious Activities. 1952-1992

Box 27, Folder 1, International Jewish Committee for
Interreligious Consultations, 1985.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(513) 221-1875 phone, (513) 221-7812 fax
americanjewisharchives.org



WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL

1211 GENEVE =0
1, RUE DE VvAREMBE
CASE POSTALE 191
TELEPM. 341328
TELEX 2098 78

NEW YORK, N.Y. 0010
ONE PARK AVENUE
TELEPH. 8790.0600
TELEX 23 01 29

GMR/ra g T

CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

) L]
LONDON WiY 7DX 75008 PARIS JERUSALEM
11, HERTFORD STREET 70,Aav. CHAMPS-ELYSEES P. O. B. 4 2 9 23
TELEPH., a87,3317 TELEPH. 350.04.63 4, ROTENBERG STREET

TELEX

To: Rabbi Mordecai Wixman J’
Rabbi Marc A. Takenbaum

Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder

Dr. E.L. Ehrlich
From: Gerhart M. Riegner

21 33 TELEX 6350320 TELEPH.635548-835544

Geneva, February 11, 1985

CONFIDENTIAL

SEEESEEESEESE=E==

You will remember that I took the initiative, during the Hervard
Consultation, to suggest to Prof. Cpoku the organization of a Jewish-African
conference in Africa,

I have now received the attached reply from Prof. Opoku. I find the
suggestion quite challenging and would like to ask you to let me know your
reactions, including suitable topics to be offered from our side.

I weuld be grcteful for a speed

for the time being confidential,

y reply and ask ycu to trest the metter

A -
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Dre. Gerhart M, Rliegner,
Co-Chairman,
Governlng Board,

World Jewish Congress, » s 132

1, Rue de Varembe,

1211 Geneva 20, _
Switzerland. e et

i
Dear Dr. Rlegner,

A happy and prosperous liew Year to you! And may
this year bring you closer to the realization of your
dreams. y

It was very nice to have met you at the Harvard
Conference and I look forward to furthering our contact
in the years ahead. I thoroughly enjoyed the conference,
and the opportunity it afforded me to widen my contacts
was greatly appreciated.

Concerning the discussion we had about organising
a conference in Africa, I am happy to report that I am
now in a position to bring you thls brief preliminary
report. I may add that I have discussed the proposals
with some scholars and they have reacted to them with
great enthusiasm, _

The conference 1s envisaged as a s®all beglinning of
an enterprise that holds great possibilities for the near
future. I think that initially 10-15 people on elther
side would be a manageable number,

Five papers would be presented by African Christians
and five by Jewish scholars, Let me give you the topics
from the African side so that you may find the equivalent
topics to be presented by the Jewish participants. The
topics are:

(1) The Ethiopian face of Judaism - the Falashas
(2) The African Presence in the 0.T.

(3) The 0.T. and African Life and Thought a
(4) Translating the 0.T. into African Lanquages
(5) The African Religious Heritage.

I shall need vour assistance in finding someone to
make the presentation on the Falashas. Could you find a
Falasha? For the rest, I have got a tentative 1list of
names in consultation with Professor Dickson of'Ghana.

The venue for the conference will be Nairobl, Kenya,.
and the middle of October seems to be a good time to hold -
the conference, but that would of course depend on our
being able to agree on suitable dates. It is envisaged

that the conference will take up three full working days.

000/2
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With regard to sponsorship of the conference,
I think your organization and the forld council of
churches as well as the All Africa Conference of
churches should be contacted.

Kindly let me have your reaction to the above
at your earllest convenience.

With best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

Profe. Koff Asare Zpoku

cct Rev, Allan Brocleway,
W.C.C.




Catholics, Jews:
20 Good Years

By A. James Rudin

Twenty years ago this October,
Roman Catholic bishops, at the Sec-
ond Vatican Council in Rome, repudi-
ated the deicide charge against the
Jews and condemned anti-Semitism.
Their landmark statement, ‘‘Nostra
Aetate’” (“In Our Times™), declared
that Jesus’s death “‘cannot be blamed
upon all the Jews then living, without
distinction, nor upon the Jews of to-
day.” The Church “‘deplores the ha-
tred, persecutions, and displays of
anti-Semitism directed against the
Jews at any - time and trom any
source.’

Have
words, the outcome of three years of
debate, really made a difference? Or
is “Nostra Aetate” just a “scrap of
paper,” as some critics charged at
the time? After two decades, ‘it is
clear that Vatican II fundamentally
changed the way Catholics and Jews
view one another. While Catholic-
Jewish tensions remain, the Council
indeed changed attitudes and beliefs.

Remember the way it was before
Oct. 28, l%’m«nearlymcen-
turies of , misunderstanding
persewnun. Jews perceived lhe
Church as an eternal adversary, a
primary source of Christian anti-
Semitism. Catholics believed that
Jews had killed and rejected Jesus
and had forfeited their covenant with
God. For many Catholics, ‘the only
good Jew was a converted Jew. Could
any two- peoples have been further

r'd

Since Vatican 11, mutual suspicion
has broken down. There have been
more positive encounters since 1965
than there were in the first 1,900 years
of the Church. Pope John Paul II,
meeting Feb. 15 with an American
Jewish Committee delegation, as-

serted that “‘relationships between .

Jews and Christians have radically
improved.” Mutual ste. »otypes and
caricatures have been shattered.
American bishops were among the
first to respond. In 1967, they estab-
lished an Office on Catholic-Jewish

A. James Rudin, a rabbi, is the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee’s interreli-
gious affairs director.

these carefully crafted

Relations, and called for “‘frank and
honest treatment of Christian anti-
Semitism in our history books,
courses and curricula.” Bishops in
Latin America, the Netherlands, Bel-
gium, France, Switzerland, West
Germany and Brazil have all issued
strong statements going beyond
“Nostra Aetate” in calling for im-
proved relations. German bishops
confessed: “We turned our backs . . .
and were silent about the crimes"
against Jews and Judaism.

Pope John Paul II often has spoken
out in favor of positive relations. On
Feb. 15, he said: “Anti-Semitism . . .,
has been repeatedly condemned by
the Catholic tradition as incompatible
with Christ’s teaching.... Where
there was ignorance and ... preju-

ice . .. there is now growing mutual
knowledge, - appreciation and re-
sm"l

American Catholic textbooks have
been purged of anti-Jewish material,

.anti-Semitic prayers are being re-

moved from liturgy and seminaries
are changing their teachings about
Jews and Judaism. With the ‘“teach-
ing of contempt” about Jews and
Judaism condemned, many young
peaple cannot remember the animus
that once poisoned relations.

Today, a nun leads the National In-
terreligious Task Force on Soviet
Jewry. Jews teach about their reli-
gion and history in Los Angeles paro-
chial schools. American Catholics
and Jews work jointly on shared con-
cerns: immigration, refugees, pre-
venting nuclear war, aiding the poor
and homeless, religious = liberty,
human rights, combating hunger.

But serious differences -still re-
main. While Israel’s Prime Minister,
Shimon Peres, had a cordial meeting
this week with the Pope, the Vatican
has not yet established formal diplo-
matic relations with Israel. The
Pope’s meeting in 1982 with Yasir
Arafat, leader of the Palestine Liber- -
ation Organization, dismayed Jews.
The Vatican's role during the Holo-
caust remains a focus of controversy.

Nevertheless, we are all the chil-
dren of Vatican II. It has irreversibly
changed the way we look at one an-
other. We commemorate the Coun-
cil’s 20th anniversary as a mandate
for further positive change. O

THE NEW- YORK TIMES, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1985
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CHRISTIAN-JEWISH RELATIONS

His Eminence Franz Cardinal Koenig,
Primate of Austria, and Dr. Gerhart
M. Riegner, co-chairman of the
Governing Board and chairman of the
International Jewish Committee on
Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC),
were the speakers ara luncheon meet-
ing on Monday on the subject of
Christian-Jewish relations. Rabbi Dr.
Arthur Herzberg, a vice-president of
the World Jewish Congress, chaired
the meeting.

In his remarks the Cardinal noted
that it was the "“‘rwentieth anniversary
of the publication of a short but
' momentous document of the Second
Vatican Council, which begins with
the words "Nostra Aetate.' " This is
the now famous declaration concern-

ing the relationship berween Jews and
Christians. ;

*‘I am happy to note thar our com-
mon endeavors have now gone beyond
the scope of this document,” he con-
tinued. "The key word ‘dialogue’
underlies Nostra Aetate and its back-
ground. The world's great religions—
and | refer to the three monotheistic
faiths—roday share the important task
of mobilizing the forces that can elim-
inate hatred and strife and turther
mutual understanding.

Cardinal Koenig emphasized the
importance of the Institute for Jewish
Srudies at the University of Vienna.
He said it would not be an exaggera-
tion to state that this was the most
significant instirution of its kind in all

of Europe, as far as its scientific and
human acrivity, partcularly in the
scope of its teaching, was concerned.

He announced a contribution of
100,000 schillings ($5,000.) for Ethi-
opian Jewry relief.

At a breakfast meeting the previous
day of the WJC Commission on
Interreligious Relations, at which Rabbi
Wolte Kelman presided, there was a
wide-ranging discussion on issues
relating to Jewish-Christian and
Jewish-Muslim relations. Concern was
expressed about the undermining of a
unified Jewish participation in Chris-
tian-Jewish dialogue by the numerous
approaches recently made to the Vat-
ican by Jewish organizations and
individuals. o

See resolutions on page 15

The Governing Board of the World
Jewish Congress, meeting in Vienna on
January 26-28, 1985;

Noting with appreciation the consider-
able progress that has been made in the
ongoing relationships with the Christian
churches by the World Jewish Congress
and through the International Jewish
Committee on Interreligious Consultations;

Noting with dismay the numerous
approaches recently made to the Vatcan
by Jewish organizations and individuals
which have lessened Jewish dignity and
are detrimental to Jewish interests;

Reaffirms its support for the Interna-
tional Jewish Committee on Interreligious
Consultations as the body- created to
mainrain the official Jewish relationships
with the central bodies of the Christian
churches:

Calls on the World Jewish Congress to
appoint a sub-commission to consider
W]C policy in this area and to propose
guidelines for the conrtinuing effort to
enhance the Christian-Jewish relationship;

Calls on all Jewish organizations involved
in Christian-lewish relations to join with
the World Jewish Congress to review the
procedures to be employed in the

Checnanciewssh dizlogue ~



NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS
11 1589 BISHOPS' COMMITTEE FOR ECUMENICAL AND INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS

SECRETARIAT FOR CATHOLIC-JEWISH RELATIONS

1312 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. © WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 © 202*659-6857

March 6, 1985

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum:
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, NY 10022

Dear Marc:

Thanks for the copy of your WINS commentary the general thrust
of which, as you know, | am in great sympathy. | would }ike, however,
to clear up one technical point. This is that the Holy See accords
the State of lIsrael both de facto and de jure recognition (to be
sure, de jure humano and not de jure divino, for which you will
have to apply to Jerry Falwell who alone knows such things with
certainty).

Indeed, the N.Y. Post article you included itself establishes
this point, noting that Peres was given ''the full protocol accorded
a head of state.'" The meeting was announced. in L'Osservatore Romano
specifically as a meeting with the Prime Minister of ''the State of
Israel! which allows no equivocation on the matter. All that is
lacking (and it has a symbolic-moral significance of its own) is the
.establishment of full (i.e. nuncio-level) diplomatic relations between
the two. But there is already de jure recognition.

| enclose for your perusal a letter from Msgr. Higgins to Msgr.
: MEJIa acknowledging this point, as well as my Commonweal article to
which he refers. The former, of course, is confidential unless George
releases it. "

As ever, in love, | remain

Yours in Sha16m,

ne J. Fisher

EJF:1Im
Enc. (1)
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Rev. Dr. Maxime Rafransoa,

General Secertary,

All Africa Conference of Churches, -
Pe O Box 14205

Nairobi

Kenya.

Dear Dr. Rafransoa,

JEWISH <« CHRISTIAN CONFSRENCE IN AFRICA

I write to bring to your attention some discussions
which have been going on, and to solicit the sponsorship
of the All Africa Conference of Churches for a dialogue
between African Christians and Jewse

I was invited to attend a consultation on Religious
Pluralism sponsored by the Consultation on the Church and
the Jewish People (CCPJ) of the World Council of Churches,
and the International Jewish Cosmittee on Interreligious
Consultations (IJCIC), at the Harvard Divinity School iR
November 1984, And in the course of the consultation I had
the opportunity to discuss the possibility of holding a
Jewish =« Christian Conference in Africa with Dr. Gerhart
Riegner, Co=Chairman of the Governing Board, World Jewish
Congress, and Rev. Allan Brockway, of the Christlan—Jeuish
Relations Desk at the World Council of Churchese

Later on, I sent a proposal to Dre Rlegner with a
copy to Rev, Allan Brockway and both of them have responded
-positively to the idea, and with their support, I am now in
a position to bring the matter before you, az Ceneral
Secestary of the All Africa Conference of Churches, for your
urgent consideration.

In brief, a conference of ths kind that is being
envisaged would best be sponsored by the All Africa
Conference of Churches in co-operation with the World Council
of Churches and the World Jewish Cengress, and it would
provide a real opportunity for a genuine encounter betwean
African Christians and Jews in an §rea where there is very
1ittle contact, It is hoped that this would be the beginning
of a series of meetings which hold great possibilitieas for
the future.

The conference would be planned arcund subjects of
common interest to African Christians and Jews, and two
themes which suggest themselves as a st ing point are:

The Ethiopian Face of Judaism (The Falashas), and the Old
Testament in the African Churches, Thase, however, do not
rule out other topics that may be eonsidered more appropriatee

...l,2



It is envisaged that two Africans and twe Jewish
participants could present papers followsd by general
discussions, There will also be time for planning
future conferences and activitiese

The proposed conference would be a modest beginning
bringing together about 10-15 participants from each
side for a period of about three dayse

I think Nairobi would be an ideal place to hoid the
- conference and that a date in October or November this
year would be fine, This of course, depends on your
plans during that time of the yeare

May I emphasize that these are only suggestions and
not directives from an unwarranted source, The All
Africa Conference of Churches is free to organise the
conference if it deems it fit and to salect its own
Gippropriate themes,

If the idea of holding the conference is agreeable
to you and your staff we could discuss the plans further,

I would appreciate hearing your reactions to this
letter at your convenience.

And, lastly, may I briefly intrcduce myself, I
am a member of the 'iorking Grouo of the sub-unit on
Cialogue with People of Living Falths of the World
Council of Churchese I come from Chana and I am
nresently on a two-year leave of absence from the
University of Ghana and teaching at the University of
Calabar.

Yeurs sincerely,

, N
N //!c____ = ‘.- e rr Y
Prof. XKofi Asare chku

cc: Dre Gerhart M, Riegner
Reve. Allan Brockway
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As you will remember, Rabbi Solomon had been entrusted with the task of
laying the ground for a consultation with the Anglicans to be held irn HMay

1986,

This he is doing verv actively.

His first draft programme sounded far too embitious and beyond the scope

'of a 3-days consultation.

and, as a result, we received from him the

We suggested to him that it should be rearranged
attached revised draft programme.

We would be most grateful to you if you could let us have at your very
earliest convenience your reactions and comments.

I am sending & cory of his proposals to Marc Tanenbaum, G. Wigoder and
I am zalso scnding a copy to Retbi Wurztburger

Ehrlich with the same request.
for we are anxious to avoid any surprise from that quarter.
reasons, it is importent to obtain a meaningful consensus from all

those matters.

For obvious
sides on

If Rabbi Sclomecn's outline is endorsed, we weuld suggest thal each theme
be introduced by a speaker from each side, rather than having a Christian

'main speaker' and a Jewish

'respoendent. ',

We would also rrefer for
.

item (i) a speaker like Uriel Simon and for item (ii) . Talmon. C. Tucker

T

cc.: Rabbi Marc Manenbaum
Dr. Geoffrey wigcder
Dr. E.L.FPhrlich

,‘- 1 : ‘.

b

1

would seem to be an excellent choice for item (iii).

('a“: i )"‘2
Yours sincerely .
. . rd

F"_ (il ( tee/ = e N

Jeen Halpérin



c.c. - Frofessor Halperin

ODur ref: NS/MMC

26th February 198%

The Revd. Dr. A.C.J. Fhillips,
Chaplain,

St. John s College,

DXFDRD

OX1 3JF

Dear Anthony,

I have just had a long call from Frofessor Halperin of the W.J.C.
in Geneva from which the following matters emerge inter alia:

1. The Jewish participeting beody i1s 1.J.C.I1.C., of which the
W.J.C. 18 but one of five consituent members.

2. Funding

The past eérrangement in compeéerable situations has been that
participants pay +or travel and lodging, essisted where -
appropriate by their own religious bodies. Administrative
costs are shered. There seems to be no clear procedure for
paying guest speakers. This <seems to bring us almost back to
square one.

S The desired number of participants is agreed. IadaGa T IS
sti1ll anxious that there should be representaetion from the
Anglican Communion abroad and I .seid that you were pressing
this matter, though the Anglican representation would be
predominantly Uk based. '

On the Jewish side 1 stressed the importance in this
particular situation of participatieon by a significant number
of Anglo/Jewish delegates, though one or two delegates would
have to be nominated by each of the bodies comprising
TeddBulvBi '

4. Frofessor Healperin and Dr. Riegner had some reservations
about the suggested programme. They felt that the theme head
been interpreted too broadly {for meaningful coverage within
the allotted time; they were also afraid of Orthodox Jewish
reaction to our proposal to put historical/critical study of
the Scriptures on the agenda. 1 did make the peoint that 1
found 1t unreasocnable to 1nvite Christians to engage 1in
radical discussion of New Testament on the besis of modern
critical studies whilst being inhibited from discussing the
historical/critical approach to the Scriptures with my own



Orthodox Jewish colleagues.

Anyway, I have revised the draft programme in the light of
these reservations end enclose for your consideration a new
draft. As you will see 1 have cut the main topice down from
five to three, and also attempted to simplify (and
economi se”) by suggesting that there are three main speakers
and three prepared respondents. I am not at all happy with
any of the =suggestions 1 have put down  for Jewish
respondents, not indeed with the fact the the first choice
for each main speaker 1is Christian; we shall give the matter

further ‘thought, but I do neot want to hold up the preoceedings
until we have made up our minds.

1 look forward to hearing yowr reactions.

Yours,

e e e e W —— —




FORMAT FOR THE CONSULTATION - revised 25/02/85

The suggested format of the Consultation is rﬁat three themes
will be introduced bv specially invited speakers. Each
presentation will be followed by a prepared Jewish or or
Christian response as appropriate, and then by pgeneral

discussion.
The following topics and speakers are suggested:

i) APPROACHING THE TEXT OF THE BIBLE - both Jews and
Christians, while open to inspiration through Scripture, approach
the text within the framewerk of @& traditional theology and
teachings. How hes this traditional approach developed in response
to modern insights and discoveries?

Speaker: Professor James Barr

Respondent: Professor Binyamin Uffenheimer

ii) NEW INSIGHTS INTO THE JEWISH BACHGEOUSD OF CHRISTIAN
ORIGINS - the impact- of intertestamental studies, New Testament
and rabbinic .studies on our understanding of the early growth and
inter-relationships of Chrfstianity and Rabbinic Judaism.

Speaker: Frofessor E. P. Sanders / Dr Geza Vermes

Respondent: Professor David Flusser

i1ii) LANGUAGE, MEANING, AND THE REFORMULATION OF RELIGIOUS
IDEAS - the philosophical problems of religious Jadguage. How do
we 'unpack' the =<significance of traditional ways of talking about
such matters as God, Revelation, Eternal Life, as well as the
specific underlying concepts in each of our two faiths.

Speaker: Professor Stephen Sykes / Richard Swinburne

Respondent: Professor Emil Fackenheim / Prof Gordon Tucker
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. PROP®SED AGENBA

Liaisen & Planning Committee

16 April 1985

Reading of Psalm

"Evaluation: What is 'good' and what needs to be repaired
in our relationship?"

- Opening statement by Krister Stendahl

- Response by 1JCIC member

Break

"Role of Religion in Conflicts" : discussion of proposed
WCC position papar.

Lunch : Emilio Castro, host

"On what issues may we work and stand together? On what

kssues is it presently not possible?” \ { 2
, : Beolzimdy o=~
e.g. religious liberty: how do we follow up the UN statement?

/

Break

"Matters of Common Concern"

-~ Education

- Stimulation of dialogue outside North Atlantic region,
e.g. Africa, South America

- _Evaluatien of Harvard censultatien

- Other matters

-~ Date and place of next meeting

‘L
Adjournment



Minutes of the WCC/IJCIC Liaison and Planning Committee meeting
held in Geneva, at the WCC, on 16 April 1985

Present: wcc _-IJCIC
W. Ariarjah F. Becker (a.m. only)
A. Brockway L. Feldman
St. Brown J. Halperin-
Bishop Aram Keshishian G.M. Riegner
N. Koshy M. Waxman
Bishop K. Stendahl G. Wigoder
Wagner
H.G. Link

E. Castro (during luncheon)
G. Gassman (during luncheon)
Morning meeting - Bishop K. Stendahl in the chair.
A. Brockway read a Psalm

1. Evaluation: what is "good" and what needs to be repaired in
our relationship?

K. Stendahl stressed that the LPC covered a wider agenda than
if it were to be regarded solely as a meeting between IJCIC and the
Dialogue Unit or CCJP. It provided an opportunity for assessing the
relationship between WCC in toto and the Jewish community as repre-
sented by IJCIC. The aims and scope of LPC discussions should there-
fore be uplifted, with a view to identifying common concerns and
possibly areas for joint action.

Specific consultations held in the past have dealt with topics
such as Community, Power, Modernity and, more recently, at Harvard,
Religious Pluralism.

More thought should be giéen to the specific role of ongoing
consultation. WCC needs to give serious hearing to representatives
of the Jewish community.

G. Riegner had hoped that the General Secretary and the moder-
ators of the other two commissions concerned (Dialogue and Inter-
national Affairs) would attend this meeting.

= As the previous speaker, he would address his remarks to the

g WCC as such, and not to any specific group, particularly in the
light of a recent incident which had illustrated a basic misunder-
standing.
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It was to be regretted that there seemed to be a kind of
division between the religious and the practical sides of the
WCC. ¢

The Jewish side had been very happy with some developments
on the religious side, particularly the drafting and endorse-
ment of the Ecumenical Considerations.and the mutual consulta-
tions which accompanied thenm. They pointed to the recognition
of a special and unique relationship between Christianity and
the Jewish people. Such an approach also implied some kind of
concern for the.living community concerned with its own sensi-
tivities. There cannot be a dichotomy between doctrinal state-
ments of that nature and practical actiomn.

The time had come to seriously consider some kind of con-
sultative arrangements on certain matters and specific issues,
such as religious liberty. He recalled the useful work which
had been done together through direct personal contacts at the
time of the elaboration of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. Why not work together on such basic issues? One some-
times had the impression that the other side was afraid of
appearing in public with us. If this were to be true, the WCC
would not be faithful to its own Ecumenical Consideratioms.

The Jewish side had nothing against criticism but the
question was in what way such criticism was expressed and for
what purpose. ' '

He stressed the conciliatory function of the WCC and
thought that neither side had to follow blindly their comstitu-
encies' advice. '

Another important issue was to find ways and means of
making our common work move to the grassroots level in order to
popularise the concepts formulated at a higher level.

A. Keshishian stressed the urgent necessity of dialogue
and the importance of finding an appropriate form of dialogue.
One should not only talk and listen to each other, but also
dialogue existentially, in actual life. This meant that certain
stereotypes should be challenged and that each side should be
allowed to define itself, rather than let it be defined by the
other. Self-definition was of vital importance.

He agreed that dialogue should be extended to the grassroot
level. While it had to be viewed in the totality of WCC, there
was a risk of losing the specificity of certain focuses.

Bearing in mind the growing Moslem diaspora, efforts should
be made to engage into a trilateral dialogue.

sosf3
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. H.G. Link mentioned some of the work done in the Department
of Faith and Order. For instance, the latter worked with 12
Roman Catholic experts appointed by the Vatican, pluis a few more
who had been invited by the WCC. They had also sought the advice
of Professor Wyschogrod in the area of common roots of Jewish and
Christian faith. The joint Vatican/WCC working group met once or
twice a year. One might envisage establishing a joint Jewish/
Christian working group.

K. Stendahl felt that it might be useful to have the benefit
of consultants on specific projects.

2. Role of religion in conflicts

N. Koshy introduced the outline of a proposed WCC position
paper which had been requested by the Executive Committee on that
subject. It had been felt that the media tended to over-emphasize
religious factors in the development of conflicts (i.e. Sudan,
Lebanon, Northern Ireland, Sri-Lanka). One should be careful to
avoid oversimplifying such matters, particularly in view of the
general increase in conflicts and violence.

G. Wigoder thought that a Jewish input for such a study could
indeed be useful. The first problem that would have to he faced
was how to define religion. Judaism (as Islam) incorporated a
whole way of life; it combined universalistic and particularistic
elements as well as exclusivity and tolerance. In Judaism, Chris-
tianity and Islam, there was a built-in tendency for conflicts
arising in the name of religion. In many cases religion was still
a motivation for conflict, whereas religious terror should in fact
be seen as a contradiction in terms.

Even such a secular movement as Zionism had been motivated by
religious ideals. To the extent that true religion was threatened
by fanatics, we had insights to share, the more so that problems
cut across.

K. Stendahl felt that the outline of the study pointed tc a
Western secularized approach. He wondered whether WCC could not
think more religiously. President Sadat's speech in the Knesset
was an eloquent illustration of a situation where a religious
approach could lead to reconciliation. One should be careful not
to leave religion in -the hands of fundamentalists. The question
was how to challenge religiously from within,

G. Riegner believed that neither factor should be underesti-
mated. Religions should face the world as it now was. To a large
extent the treatment of minorities was the test. When they were .
not considered as legitimate, they rebelled.

A. Keshishian urged for further clarification on matters such
as what was meant by religion, authenticity, conflicts (what about
silent conflicts?), nationalism, religious communities, power.

In a number of cases, religion was used as a pretext for con-
veulb
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flict. One should go beyond the visible and duly take into account
the interrelations of factors. He agreed that the situation of
minorities played a primordial role, since it created fear and even
ethics of violence.

Wagner mentioned by way of illustration the celebration in
France of the abolition of the Edit de Nantes and the present
situation in many Western countries of migrant workers, a critical
problem that has recently been the occasion for joint statements
issued by authorized representatives of the three monotheistic
faiths.

J. Halperin agreed with most of the preceding speakers and
felt that the outline introduced by N. Koshy had provided a wel-
come opportunity for a thorough discussion of what could be seen
as an 'explosive' topic. Clearly the subject was loaded with
traps and difficulties. The meaning given to 'religion' should
be pondered very carefully. A first reading of the outline could
lead to the impression that religion in itself could be harmful.
Some of the thoughts and formulations to be found in the Mauritius
statement would surely be relevant. He would be interested to
know what the share of the Dialogue Working Group would be in the
preparation of the study. In the light of the stimulating papers
recently delivered at Swanwick by Diana Eck and A. Brockway, it
would appear appropriate to include in the study document a dimen-
sion dealing with the role of religion in reconciliation and peace-
building.

K. Stendahl referred to the recent Harvard statement on reli-
gious pluralism. When a fuller text of the study document would be
available, it should be referred for comments to IJCIC.

N. Roshy explained that the request for the study document
had initially come from the Executive Committee. Everyone was of
course fully aware of the sensitivity of the issues involved. The
first task was to define carefully the scope of the projected study.
CCIA would be happy to check their preliminary views with IJCIC.

K. Stendahl noted that CCIA and the Dialogue Unit would cooper-
ate in the preparation of the study and that the Executive Committee
would, at a later stage, decide to stop or to go on, depending on
the shape which the project will have taken. It would be essential
to consult also with the Islamic side in the course of the prepar-
atory work.

A. Brockway remembered that, according to Karl Barth, 'religion'
was 'bad' and 'faith' was 'good’'.

Afternoon meeting - G.M. Riegner in the chair.

3. On what issues may we work and stand together? On what issues
is it presently not possible?

A. Brockway stressed the importance of religious liberty in the
world today and asked whether it would be possible for both sides to
take pulicly common action in this field.

e
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G. Riegner recalled that the matter of religious liberty indeed
Tent itself to joint discussion and action, including with Catholics.
With the Moslems a problem had arisen with respect to change of
religion. !

Bearing in mind the efforts made jointly at the time of the
elaboration of the UN Declaration on Religious Liberty, he thought
that similar steps would now be warranted to consider seriously the
various alternatives that might be envisaged:

a) Work towards a convention with binding rules; b) proceed
by regional instruments (European, Latin-American...); c¢) establish
a reporting system by states through the machinery of the UN Human
Rights Commission.

Since there was a large consensus among us on the essentials,
why not cooperate together?

Why not also embark on joint action in the whole field of human
rights or in the fight against racism and for peace, disarmament,
development. One could choose one particular item and establish a
continuing joint working group for that purpose.

K. Stendahl felt that religious liberty was threatened by a
too limited definition of it.

A. Keshishian stressed that the Church rejected antisemitism
and proselytism. The time had come to work together on a theological
level., It was important to identify the areas in which one could
work together, such as racism and defense of human rights.

N. Koshy indicated that CCIA was ready to work together with
IJCIC within the framework of the UN on the most appropriate strategy
to be followed with regard to a future convention on religious 1lib-
erty. Joint comsultations could also be engaged in the field of
disarmament.

G. Wigoder indicated that much remained to be donme on a prac-
tical level; he referred more particularly to cooperation in social
action, education and fight against prejudice.

K. Stendahl referred to the work being done by ADL against
prejudice and thought that there was room for a more systematic ex-
change among major faiths in that area. This could provide a mutually
enriching experience.

M. Waxman said that Bishop Keshishian had addressed himself to

two essential questions: what can we hope for? A reply to such a
question would point to some modes of practical cooperation.

vonl®
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A. Keshishian thought that it was important to find how to
translate it in tangible ways on a local level.

G. Riegner stressed that at the time of the Nazi period there
had been no international instrument or document whatsoever to
fight against discrimination. Considerable progress had been
achieved since then, even though the present situation was obviously
still far from being ideal. However, even the UN mechanism of imple-
mentation of the Covenants had a healthy influence on the behaviour
of governments. He was anxious to know whether there was willing-
ness, on the side of the WCC, to work together on the strategy to
be applied with respect to a convention on religious liberty. If
so, one could establish a joint working group, either on a bilat-
eral basis, or open to other partners as well.

A. Keshishian warned that eliminating Moslems from such consul-
tations might well be counter-productive.

W. Ariarjah agreed that parallel consultations with the Islamic
side could be useful. '

Wagner suggested a joint survey of a limited number of case:
studies with a view to finding out where faith and religious prac-
tices lead to exacerbation of conflicts or to reconciliation.

It was agreed that CCIA and IJCIC would keep in touch within
the next few weeks to finalize the appropriate arrangements for on-
going consultations on the follow-up and implementation of the UN
Declaration on religious liberty.

N. Koshy stressed that this should take place within the frame-
work of NGO cooperation at UN. '

4. Matters of common concern

A short exchange of views took place on the ways and means of
stimulating dialogue in Africa and South America.

It was agreed that a meeting between leading members of the
WCC and of the Jewish communities in South America would be arranged
in Buenos Aires during the early stage of the WCC Central Committee
session, i.e, at the end of July. Advance notice of the actual date
would be given to IJCIC so that Jewish participants expected from
outside Argentina could make their travel arrangements on time.

A. Brockway said that as soon as he would get the final text
of Professor Rosenack's paper at the Harvard Consultation, he could
start preparing the text of the proceedings with a view to having
them issued in the form of a joint publication.

. G. Wigoder volunteered to take with him the tape of M. Rosenack's
lecture since it could help him writing up his paper.

seol?
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G. Riegner raised the matter of the outraging statement delivered
a2t the UN Seminar on the Encouragement of Understanding, Tolerance and
Respect in Matters Relating to Freedom of Religion or Belief (Geneva,
3-14 December 1984) by the representative of Saudi Arabia who happened
to be at the same time President of the World Moslem Congress. He
enquired about the steps taken by WCC on what had to be considered as
an extremely serious matter.

S. Brown replied that a letter of protest had been sent to the
Secretary General of the World Moslem Congress. The latter's repre-
sentative in Geneva had aslo complaimed to the Secretary General of
that organization about the same incident. He had been informed that
Mr. Al Dawalibi was no longer President of Islam and the West, and
that, in any case, most of the work and policy of the World Moslem
Congress were in the hands of their Secretary General. The WCC was
fully aware of the obnoxious character of the statement delivered
and made every effort to establish and develop relatioms with other
Islamic organizatioms.

It was tentatively agreed that the next meeting of LPC would
take place on 3 December and 4 December a.m., at a place yet to be
decided. '
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e e Dear Mgr. Rossano,
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i During the last meeting of the Steering Committee we were
:&m(&‘”""ﬂh:‘:‘;’ informed by Mgr. Mejia that some administrative difficulties hed.
12A Koresh Street, P.O.B. 2028 arisen with regard to the projected pubtlication of & series of
Jerusalem. lsrael 91020 selected papers delivered at successive sessions of the Interna-
Synagogue Coundil of America tional Castholic-Jewish Liaison Comzittee.

432 Park Avenue South
New York, N.Y. 10016 ] .
You will certeinly a&gree with us that it would be most

;v;:lri]AmuE . regrettable if this important volume could not be issued as close
New York. N.Y. 10016 as possible to the celebration of the 20th anniversary of Nostra

Aetate later this year.

While we understand the problems thet may erise in the
Publications Boerd of the Lateran University, we would like you to
know that if the main difficwliy is of a financial or budgetary
nature, we might be prepared to consider offering you some help
to overcome these momentary difficulties. We would, f.i. edvance
the part of your share of the expenditure during this year with
the understanding that the amount would be reimbursed to us at a
later stage in the course of next year.

I would be much obliged to you if you could examine this

offer and if it is acceptable to you to let us know so that we

can sctively proceed with the technical implementation of the project.
With many thanks in advance and warm personal wishes,

Sincerely yours,

R
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Jewish Committee on Inter-
religious Consultations
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Anti-Defamation League— Eminence,
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ﬁsmux:: Nf{:'_’?oml;n Mgr. Mejia will certainly have reported to you on our recent
: : o ;
s Ciindl foi dlscu551?ns OE the f?rmat ?nd a;egda of hh? next m?e?l?g of the~
Interreligious Consultations Internationsal 'Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee which i1s scheduled
m&“ﬁigf'a' e to take place in Rome at the end of Oct.pber in confermity with

your own suggestion.

Synu;u(Cemcﬂolm
432 Park Avenue South .
New York, N.Y. 10016 We have all felt that to mark adeguately the 20th anniversary

World Jewish Congress of Noetra Aciate the meeting should be given & very special status
_L::";o‘:m‘ﬁ — both in terms of content and of level and scope of participation.

One of the suggestions which were made was that on the
occasion of that meeting an opportunity should bte provided for a
.small group of members of the International Jewish Committee to
meet with Cardinsl Casaroli to share with him some of the major
concerns of the Jewish communities in the broad area of the
present internaticnal situation with due emphasis on matters such
as human rights, religious liberty, violence, peace and disarmament,
and Israel.

We would be very grateful to you if you would kindly use your
good offices to make the necessary errangements for such a meeting.

Thanking you in advance and with kind personal regards,

Respectfully yours,

On behalf of the
International Jewish Committee
on Interrgligious nrultation:
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Please find attached the minutes of the IJCIC/Vatican Steering
Cormittee meeting held on 15 April 1985,
The minutes of the IJCIC/WCC Liaison and Planning Committee

meeting will follow next week.




Minutes of the IJCIC/Vaticen Steering Committee meeting
held in Geneva on 15 April 1985

The meeting took place in the office of the WJC.

Were present: Mr., Fritz Becker
Radbbi Leon A. Feldman
Prof. Jean Halpérin
Mgr. Jorge Mejia
Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman
Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder

s Joint publication of lisison Committee selected papers

J. Mejis advised that the publications Board of the Lateran University
wvas reviewing its publications programme and that no final decision on the
Joint publicetion could therefore be taken before next Fall. Both he and
Mgr. Rossano were, however, confident that the publication would be possible.
Under the present circumstances it would not seem advisable to look for

another publisher.
G. Riegner asked whether it was primarily a financial problem.

J. Mejia replied in the affirmative and suggested that a letter be sent
by IJCIC to Mgr. Rossano expressing our disappointment at the deleay, since
the joint publication should have been issued on the occasicn of the 20th
anniversary of Nogtra Aetate. This letter should further indicate that IJCIC
might consider offering some kind of financial help in the form of a loan =~
the costs to be born, on a fifty-fifty basis by both sides.

G. Wigoder thought that one should in any case go ahead with the prepa-
ration of the manuscript, each of the two sides being responsible for the
editing of their papers. One should also obtain agreement from the suthors
concerned:. It wvas agreed that there would be two short introductions from
each side, mainly to describe the 'Sitz im Leben' of the papers.

2. FNext Liaison Committee meeting

J. Mejia informed the Steering Committee that membership of the Catholic
delegation on the Lisison Committee had to be reviewed every 5 years. ZREishop
Fliigel, Archbishop Mugavero and F. Le Déasut were no longer on the list. The
nev appointments approved by the Secretariat of State were as follows:

Mgr. Marcos G. Mcgrath, Archbishop of Panama

Mgr. Gerald Meshon, Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster
Eugene Fisher, Washington D.C.

Father Marcel Dubois, Jerusalem

Father Bernard Dupuy, Peris

They had all been informed that the next Liaison Committee meeting would take
place in Rome from 28 to 30 October 1985,




J. Mejia suggested for the venue of the Liaison Committee, which would
be hosted by the Catholic side, the Casa internazionale which offered
adequate space and was conveniently located. Most of the Jewish participants
could be accommodated there, and F. Becker would be requested to make the
necessary arrangements for kosher catering so &s to permit one joint meal

every day.

G. Wigoder indicated that the meeting should be given good press and
media coverage with much publicity.

J. Mejia said that the Vatican Press Service was well equipped and
that & joint press conference could be arranged. Furthermore, an official
audience with the Pope would take place either on Tuesday 29, or on Thursday
31st. He also indicated that arrangements could be made for & specisl visit
of the Jewish Epigraphs in the Vatican which were now housed in a new section.

L. Feldman felt that a visit to Campo de Fonsini to remember the victims
of the war would be warranted.

J. Mejie agreed and said that this should be arranged by F. Becker.

In reply to G. Riegner who asked whether a meeting with Cardinal Caseroli
could be arranged, J. Mejis suggested that a letter be sent to Cardinal '
Willebrands indicating the wish for a small group to meet with Cardinal
Casaroli and providing some preliminary information on the subjects to be
discussed (i.e. the international situation as seen by the Jewish communities,
stressing the priorities in matters such as human rights, religious liberty,

Israel).

3. Other matters

a) After a short exchange of views, it was agreed to proceed with the
preparation of the religious scholarly meeting under the suspices of the
Lateran University. A final preparastory meeting should be arranged with
Mgr. Rossano around 20/21 May 1985 to set the topic and the list of partici-
pants (Prof. Sh. Telmon, J. Halpérin and someone frox the USA would attend

that preparatory meeting on the Jewish side).

b) J. Mejia reported on the recent discussions that have taken place in
the Netherlands within the Jewish community as well as between them and the
Catholics on the occasion of the forthcoming visit of the Pope. While the
feeling expressed by the Jewish side had been understood and duly noted, the
fact that they had been formulated in the form of an 'ultimatum' had led to
an impasse. This fact was viewed with particular regret by Cardinal
Willebrands who had specially gone to the Netherlands on 9 December with J.
Mejia to try and find a suitable solution.

c) J. Mejia thought thet Prime Minister Peres' visit to the Holy See
had been quite positive. The Pope and the Prime Minister, without anyone
else in attendance on either side, had had a 40 minutes conversation. The
Pope had been very impressed by his guest. While the detailed contents had




not been disclosed, it was thought that the main topics had been:
Jewish/Christian relastions in the world; Jewish/Christian relatioms in
Israel; Holy See/Israel. J. Mejia emphasized that Peres had been a

"very welcome guest".

d) G. Riegner asked what was the present Catholic stand on the Federici
paper read at the Venice meeting of the Liaison Committee in 1977. At the
time, he recalled, it had been decided to have the paper issued in L major
Journals so as to elicit whether or not it would give rise to any ‘outery’.
He asked vhether ancther step could nov be envisaged in order to officialize
some of the ideas contained in Federici's paper.

J. Mejia replied that there had been no 'outcry', that Rossano and
Martini had, at the time, contribute to the writing of the Federici paper,
and that the various Papal statements, including that of March 1982, and
more recent ones, showed that the special relationship of the Churches with
the Jews was fully recognized. A careful study of such statements would

show the evolution of the thinking up to the present time.

e) M. Wexman and L. Feldman asked in which way a Jewish input could be
provided for the forthcoming special session of the Bishops' Synod scheduled

to take place in Rome later this year.

J. Mejia felt that IJCIC could very appropriately send a formal sub-
mission for the Synod, assessing the two documents (the Guidelines and the
forthcoming Ncte) and also pointing to any possible shortcomings. It would,
however, be imperative that the submission reaches him before the end of
September, since afterwards the secretariat of the Synod would be flooded

with msterial.

f) J. Mejia mentioned recent interventions made by Cardinal Willebrands
at Westminster and in the Oxford Debating Society. He thought that both
speeches had been significant and he would gladly provide us with copies of
this material. He suggested that IJCIC should take a regular subscription
of the English edition of the Osservatore Romano.
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Dear Mortie, P ‘
As promised, here is information on the Israel Interfaith Association TN e 8
and its budget for you to raise at the forthcoming IJCIC meeting. S
I know that our IJCIC colleagues have a general idea of our role and S A S
activities. As time goes on, it becomes ever more urgent to nurture el i
links between the country's faiths and communities and to foster g A
mutual understanding on both the ideological and personal level. Of S s b B
especial importance at this juncture are our efforts to educate Jews s i il
towvards dislogue with non-Jews. I do not have to remind you of the —— e
impact of Jewish-Christian and also Jevish-Moslemg relations on Diaspora Sale” o,
Jewry,in as much as developments in these fields find their reflection R e RG]
in your own relations with non-Jews. . S S
We strive to develop tolerance, pluralism and multiculturalism within ,_'::_ :T"
Isreel. For the most part, our activities are not spectacular - as Sl e et ftc o e
you well know, one act of intolerance is more newsworthy than a T ——
dozen positive activities - but our program reaches ten of thousands ad! o3
of Israelis., Apart from ongoing activities for members in its branches S s i
around the country (including joint Jewish-Arab circles), the Association i A,

has an ambitious outreach program which extends into educational
curricula in the schecls, involvement in informal programs (e.g. Jewish-
Arab summer camps), and contacts with public opinion molders.

Special mention should be made of our international contacts. Apart .
from the Association's involvement in IJCIC (whose Israeli representative

is chosen by the Jevish members of the Association), it is the natural HONORARY PAES LM
address for groups and personalities coming from abroad seeking an MEL SRRD T ZRLMAL AR
interfaith program. It orgenizes seminars for groups from all parts O PO e 45 A=
of the world. Our special interest are the seminars held every I8 months, SMEimes MUSH By ATAGRE
alternately in Israel and Spain, organized with the Jewish-Christian Association *"/\" I ‘"
in Madrid ; the annual summer seminar for African clergy (conducted a&lternsa- “avh v Al owf” T
tely in English and French) which was held from I976 until I982 when g il g
it had to be suspended for budgetary reasons (there are hopes of a renewval M P HAMAL PR3 A LA
next year) ; regular seminars for groups from Germany and for the - e s
International Council of Christians and Jevs. e LTSN MnMM s Mok
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Qur ambitious publication program includes the quarterly "Christian Life in Israel"”
(latest issue enclosed) which is circulated in 40.000 copies in English alone and

also appears in five other languages (French, Spanish, German, Italian, Portuguese),
thanks to outside funding, and regular pamphlets in Hebrew and Arabic for distribution

in Israel.

Budget : If we introduce certain economies, wve find that we require & minimum annual
running budget of $75.000. (This is in addition to special projects, emounting to
some $25.000, which are covered by grants from various European funds). In the past,
the bulk of the running budget was also covered by grants from European funds but

these have now run out and have not been reneved (sometimes for economic reasons,
sometimes because we are the victims of Israel's image).

We have been receiving an annual grant of $I2.500 from the World Jewish Congress

and by making intensive efforts in Israel we are able to raise here some $I10-I15.000
(this, as you can imagine, is not the best time for raising money in Israel). Our
shortfall therefore is around $50.000 to enable us to continue functioning. The
World Jewish Congress has indicated that it would be prepared to increase its parti-
cipation if the other members of IJCIC would also be prepeared to help.

I would like to thank you for your willingneas to raise the matter at your forthcoming
meeting and hope to receive a positive response.

With all best wishes,

-~
Sijfféfly (\},
Geoffrey Wigoler

-
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Execerpted from address by TULLIA ZEVI, Presidente, Unione Comunita Israelitiche
Italiane, Rome

delivered at the Annual Meeting, American Jewish Committee, New York, May 2, 1985

Christian - Jewish cooperation here as elsewhere is important. However,
common challenges and achievements must not blur our awareness of unfulfilled
expectations and persisting prejudice. -* :

A lot was accomplished, but a lot remains to be done. I will mention a few
examples.

Before Easter - incidentally, while a top-level American Reform delegation
was in Rome for meetings with high-ranking Vatican personalities - 1 was in the office
of the secretary of the Commission for Relations with Judaism. The purpose was to
express to Monsignor Mejia our concern about the persistance in Italy of rites and
cults, particularly during Passion Week, perpetuating the stereotypes of Jewish
perfidy, of Jews committing ritual homicide or insulting Christian piety.

I mentioned the cult of the Holy Lorenzino in Marostica, a village not in
the deep south, but near Vicenza and Venice. Though there is absolutely no évidence' to
substantiate the legend end the cult, the five-year old victim of Jewish murderers
continues to be revered.

At Trani, near Bari, an Easter procession perpetuates the Iegené of the
"desecrated host": cen-turies ago a Jewish Woman was accused of having stolen a
consecrated host from a Christian altar and to have fried it in a pan. Bloed flowed
from the pan into the street, revealing the sacrilege. The waman was burnt on the
stake.

I could go on to quote a number of other examples.

One must credit church authorities with banning a number of such cults -
Slaint Simonino of Trent, for instancé - and with discouraging celebrations of this kind,
which are usually linked with welfare, commercial and tourist activities.

However, in the wt;rds of the archbishop of Trani "such deep-rooted
customs cannot be banned, at least for the time being, despite liturgical renewal.
Their prohibition in times that are still unripe would be intepreted as a direct
consequence of some Jewish move. In that cese, we would really provoke antisemi-
tism." )

Evidently, the "spirit of the Council" has failed so far to perrmeate vast
areas, and perhaps even the very summit of the Catholic world. Allow me to repeat
here something I already said in Rome last month at the colloquium on "Nostre
Aetate'.

One might wonder whether John XX, blessed be his memery, would have
chosen, in the year marking the 20th anniversary of NOSTRA AETATE, to repeat on
Palm Sunday in front of 300.000 pilgrims on Saint Peter's square, the famous words
from the Gospel about the crowds in Jerusalem shouting: "crucify him ... crucify him
«»« His blood be on us and our children", and about the Sanhedrin's verdict: "he deserves

death; and then to explain, es Pope Woityla did: "Jesus was condemned as a

blasphemer by the Sanhedrin, and as & usurper by Pilate".
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IJCIC MEETING, MAY 9, 1985

8:30 A.M.

. PROPOSED AGENDA

'Report on WJC meeting in Vienna, January 1985 (on Jewish-

Christian Relations)
Report on recent American-Jewish Committee meeting in Rome.
Future relationship of member organizations to 1JCIC.

Report on IJCIC/Vatlcan Steerlng Committee in Geneva,
April 15.

Report on IJCIC/NCC Llalson and Plannlng Committee in

"Engeva, April 16.

Future activities of IJCIC:

-a) Scholarly meeting under Lateran University auspices
- preparatory meeting May 20 or 23, 1985.

b) 20th Anniversary of Nostra Aetate in Rome, October
27~ 30

I - Next Liaison Committee meeting in Rome
October 28-30.

11 .- Input to Vatican in anticipation of Popé‘s
statement r e. Nostre Aetate.

IIT - Maimonides 850th Anniversary Convocation at
Lateran University, either October 27 or 31.

IV - Preparation of input for special session of
Bishops' Synod in Rome - to take place later
thi1s year.

Relations with WCC.

Third.World - proposed consultation.

Proposed consultation with Anglicans.
Relationship to Orthodox church.
Relationship to other denominations.

Miscelleneous




. The CAmerican “Jewish Commlttcc

PORTLAND CHAPTER
& 1220 S.W. Morrison St.
Portland, Oregan 97205 Susan Abravanel
(503) 2956761 . Area Director
7110/85
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date
to

from

uWinpueJouaul

subject

Marc: Do you plan to meet with him on the 27th?
If so, will IJCIC try to do anything public if the
meetlng does not work out satisfactorily? Will
Dionne know about it?

mort.



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
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July 10, 1985

Jim' Rudin, (Marc Tanenhaumg
RS

Susan Abravanel

Vatican "Notes" on Catholic-Jewish Relations:
PORTLAND RESPONSE

The Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon is led by the
Archbishop, Cornelius Power, and by two Auxiliary
Bishops, Kenneth Steiner and Paul Waldschmidt. Bishop
Waldschmidt acts as the ecumenical officer for the
archdiocese.

Earlier today, I was discussing our plans for coordinating
a Vatican 11 commemoration with the archdiocese, and he
asked whether we had a copy of the new Vatican "notes"--
adding parenthetically that he has read about them, but
has yet to receive anything from the Vatican or from
Catholic sources about them. "It's quite embarrassing,"
he noted, "that I should be asking the Jewish community
for these materials!”"

Of course, 1 was most pleased to sieze the opportunity to
discuss our response, and have sent him copies of the
materials which you forwarded to the chapters.

Bishop Waldschmidt is quite pro-Jewish--atypically so for
someone in Catheolic hierarchy. Nonetheless, he certainly
is in the right place to have an impact in Portland.

I have also asked him to draft his reactions to our
critique--he readily agreed--and shall send that on when
it is received.

I would appreciate any suggestions about how to include

some of our reactions to the notes in Vatican 1II commemo-
rative events. Of course, it would be delightful if
Bishop Waldschmidt were to suggest this himself, and he
may . . .however, since you both have been involved in '
so many of these events already, perhaps you could suggest
a strategy? Thanks!

cc: Harold Applebaum

WAL B D LR B D AL LY



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
165 E. 56th St., New York, N. Y. 10022

DATE: 7/}/\/

FROM: RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM

/}7%/{’/(/%/»%@\,

Please cwcu‘l ate to

_____ For approval

____ For your information
____ Please handle
_____Read and return

Returned as requested
[/ Please telephone me
' Your comments, please

Remarks.:




THE TIDINGS

July 12, 1985

Vatican Agency Warns
Against Anti-Semitism

WASHINGTON - (NC) —
The Vatican Commission
for Religious Relations
with the Jews, in a docu-

ment issued June 24, warn-

ed against subtle forms of
anti-Semnitism in Catholic
teaching and preaching.

Jews and Christians
share a *“*great spiritual pa-
trimony,"”’ said the docu-
ment. The Jewish nation
*‘remains a chosen people™
with a fruitful spiritualify,
it said. .

““Religious teaching,
catechesis and preaching
should be a preparation not
only for objectivity, justice
and tolerance bui also for
understanding and
dialogue,” it said. “‘Our
two traditions. are so re-
lated that they cannot ig-
nore each other.” ', °

The document was titled
"*Notes on the Correct Way
to Present the Jews and
Judaism in Preaching and
Catechesis in the Roman
Catholic Church.”

It was aimed chiefly at
how Catholics should um-
derstand Judaism through
teaching and preaching
within their own church,
rather than how Catholics
and Jews should relate to
one another.

The U.S. bishops’ Secre-
tariat for Catholic-Jewish

‘Relations released the

document in Washington at
the same time it was re-
leased in Rome.

Eugene Fisher, director
of the U.S. secretariat,
cited several “significant”

advances in the new docu-
ment over previous Vat
ican statements, includ--
ing: |

— Recognition for *‘the
first time" of the religious
importance which the mod-
ern state of Israel has in
Jewish religious thinking.

— Explicit acknowl-
edgement of “Jewish wit-
ness to their covenant after
Christ as true witness.”
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Der Vatikan hat neue Richtlinien fur Predigt und Katecheso er-

lassen.

Jogmatischer Uberbau droht
oute Einsichten zu erdriicken

Am 24. Juni 1985 wurden vom Vatikan Richtlinien erlassen, dic auf einc

Expertentagung zuriichpehen, bei der am 6. Marz 1982 Papst Johannes
Paul 11. eine bemerkenswerte Rede gehalten hatte. Um 50 grosser war der
Erwartungshorizont, was die «xhommission fur dic religiosen Bezichunpen
mit dem Judentum» erarbeiten wisrde. Dic jetzt verdffentlichten Richtli-
nicn konnten aber diesc hohen Erwartungen nur teilweise erfullen.

Von Ernst Ludwig Enhrlich

| Der neue Text knupft an das Konzils
| dokument sNostra Aetate- (1865) s0-
| wie an die «Guidelines~ (1974)an. inso-
' fern besteht also eine Kontinuitat in
i der Beschaltigung mit diesem Thema
' Man ist sich durchaus bewussL dass
zwischen Judentum und Christentum
«einzigartige Beziehungens bestehen,
was auch Folgen fur die Katechese

Negative Reaktionen
aus Israel

Jerusalem/J.U. Der israelische
Zweig des slnternational Je-
wish Comittee on Interreligious
Consultation» mit Prof Zwi
Verblowski an der Spitze,
drockt in einem Briel an den
Vatikan die Enttauschung aber
die jongste Stellungnahthe
Uber die Juden und das Juden-
tum aus

In dem am Montag verdffent-
lichten «Ossevatore-Romano--
Papier. das den Katholiken
Richthinien fir die Predigt und
Kalachese gibl, wurden zwar
die jodischen Wurzeln des
Christentums  unterstrichen,
doch wurde das Judentum
nicht als «legiumer Piad zur Er-
losungs betrachtet. schreibt das
Komitee Wahrend die ersten
beiden Stellungnahmen des

Vatikans zum Judentum aus
den Jahren 1965 und 1875 von
Judischen Experten sehr positiv
aufgenommen worden waren,
bezeichnet man das jetzige Do- -
kument als «<regressivs. Das In-
termauonale jadische Kumnliee
bedauert die Tatsache, dass das
Eristenzrecht lsraels nirgends-
wo Erwdhnung gefunden hat

Psrdarm sromds Sae Lisrarmtiren

17.11.1980) ‘ausdrucklich erwahnt, der
Bund Gottes mit Israzl sel niemals ge-
kundift worden
Im folgenden werden einige Problem-
kreise genannt, dic sich aus der
christlichen Theologie gegeniuber
dem Judentum ergeben: Verheissung
und Erfullung. Konunuitat und
Neues, Singularitdt und Universalis-
mus, Einzigertigkeit und beispielhaf-
tigkeit Diese Begniffe haben insofern
ihre Bedeutung. weil es fur die Kirche
notwendig ist, thren eigenen Platz zu
besummen, ihre ldentitat angesichts
der Taisache zu finden, dass sie die
hebriusche Bibel mit den Juden ge-
meinsam hat Diese Froblemalik wird
dringend. wenn man einzusehen be-
ginnt, dass das Judentum - trotz der
Existenz der Kirche - weilerbesteht
und dass der Bund, den Gotl einst mit
«diesem Volk geschlossen hatte, nicht
zurickgenommen wurde. Eine <Ent-
erbungs lsraels hat also nie statige-
funden Indem das Chnistentum von
den Juden die hebraische Bibel iber-
nahm, bekam es Anteil an den Heils-
gutern Israels Diesen Gedanken in
der Theologie zu entfalien, 15t eine
der grossen Schwierigkeiten, die Chri-
sten mit Juden und Judentum haben
Es geht hier um das eigentliche chnist-
liche ldentitatsproblem. um das Pro-
pnum des Christlichen. Man wird lei-
der nicht sagen konnen .dass dieses
" Pro@lem in dem soeben verbffentlich-
ten Text adAquat gelost worden isi, zu-
mal man spurt. dass es sich hier nicht
mehr um einen grossen Wurf han-
delt, wie thn die Mainzer Papstrede
von 1880 darslellt. An dem neuen Do-

.kument haben skrupulose Dogmati-

der Pencrtrade vwan 1080 wnh=nhm

ter, well man vor allem aul histori-
sche Tatsachen rekurriert, und diese
werdon korrek! dargestelll. Ea goht
vor allem um den Juden Jesus, der In
eineni judischen Milieu als Jude Jebte.
Er wur ein torahtrouer Jude, dessen
eipene Interprelationen den Rahmen
des Judentums keineswegs epreng-
ten In diesem Zusammenhang wird
auch deutlich und exegelisch belegt
mit dem Vorurtell gegen die Pharisa-

_er aufgeraumt FOr Paulus war die

Miigliedschaft 2zu den Pharisaern
noch ein Ehrentitel In der Passions-
geschichte werden die Phansaer im
ubrigen gar nich! erwahnt Wie be-
reils im Konzillsdokument wird dic
Kollekuvschuld der Juden am Tode
Jesu abgelehnt Der vorhegende Text
begnugt sich wellgehend damitl. No-
stra Aetate zu ziteren und zu erlau-
tern.

Die Bedeutung Israels

Ein kurzes Kapitel handelt von der Li-
turgic. Hier kann das Verstehen des
Judentums Christen zu Einsichten in
die eigene liturgische Tradiuon fuh-
ren Fswird anerkannt, welchen Ste}-
lenwen der Swast Israel fur das Ju-
dentum besiz! (<bewahren die Enn-
nerung des Landes ihrer Vorvater als
Zentrum i1hrer Hoffnung.) Christen
mogen diese religiose Bindung ver-
stehen, die thre Wurzeln in der bibli-
schen Tradition hat Es ist dies emne jo-
dische Konzeption «Die Existenz des
Siaates Israel und seine pohiuschen
Optionen sollten nicht in einer Per-
spekiive gesehen werden, die in sich
selbs. religios ist. sondern im Zusam-
menheng der aligemeinen Pninzipien
des Volkerrechtes» Uns scheint hier
(im Unterschied zu der dogmatischen
Verkarzung) ein relativ vernuniuger
Komoromuss gefunden worden zu
sein. dem Selbstverstandms des Ju-
dentums gerecht zu werden. und da-
bei s:ich gleichzeiug davon zu distan-
zieren lmmerhin hegt hier ein Ver-
such vor, die Realitat des Siaates Isra-
el in seiner Bedeutung fur die Juden
zur Kenntrus zu nehmen

Uberhaupt 1st dieser letzie Tell des
Textes freter und weniger gewunden
Des jodische Volk bleibt erwithit, lsra-
el ist in den vislen Jahrhundertan,

trot: der negativen Begegnung mit
dem Chnistentum, geistig fruchtbar
geblieben Immer wieder wird betont,
das: e«der Glaube und das religidse
Lebt n des j0dizchen Valkes, wie diese
bis lieute bezeugtl und ausgeibt wer-
den, uns sehr heilen, gewisse Aspekie
des Kirchenlebens besser versiehen
zu lernen.s «Die Katechese golite an-
derseits auch helfen das zu verste-

Lodae L. Y, .o

Wos sees P -
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Kategorien- definiert, . die
zweftausendjihrige Geschichte
des Anusemiusmus werde Ig-
noriert. und eine eindeulge

Stellungnahme gegen den
Nazi-Holocaust suche man
ebenfalls vergebens

«Die inferiore Position, die den
Juden 1m gottlichen Aufbau zu-
gestanden wird. stellt eine theo-
logische Barriere auf dem Weg
zu elnem wahrhaftigen Dialog
dars, erkldrt das Komlitee in sei-
nem Schreiben an den Vatikan
Schllesslich dricken die Ver-
fasser des Briefes (hre Hoff-
nung aus, dass die in den frihe-
ren Dokumenten des Vatikans
zum Ausdruck gebrachten Ab-
sicht einer Verbesserung der
Beziehungen zwischen Juden
ind Kathollken durch die jang-
ite Stellungnahme nicht neu-
ralisiert werde.

s e T |

en muss. Dabei darf die Betrach-
g des Judentums keine blosse «Ar-
slogie- sein, sondern hat das reli-
® Leben des jdcdischen Volkes zu
assan, wie Juden heue Ihr Juden-
ausdben Im neuen Text wird der
~els von Johannes Paul Il (Mainz

PrTBm feromy, © i T bt

bt ERaddd Biwretd 843 WD FRedoped Bl W

Johannes Paul 11 vom 63.1882. ist in

diesemn Text gefiltert und mit dogma-

tischen Einschrankungen versehen

worden. So wird der Absolutheitsan-

spruch der Kirche massiv durchge-

halten. ohne dass klar wird, wie dieser

mit dem sungekundigien Bund. in

Ubereinsummung zu bringen sei Das

Judentum wird nicht ais ein paralle-

ler Weg zum Reiche Gottes angese-

hen, wobel man allerdings betont, die
religiése Frelheit musse immer ge-
wahrt bleiben. Judentum wird aus-
drucklich als «Vorbereitung- [ur das
«Kommen Christi» bezeichnet Rom
9-11, jene Kapitel, in denen Paulus sei-
ne Lehre uber das Judentum nieder-
gelegt hat, sagen |edoch nichts dar-
uber, dass Israels Existenz grundsatz-
lich auf «christliche Erfillung. hin
angelegt sei (Rom. 9,4-5) So sinnvoll es
erscheinen mag, die Typologie fur die
Kontinuitdt zwischen <Altem und
neuem Testaments zu verwenden. so
senr gerat man in die Gefanr, das Ju-
dentum als eine notwendige -Vorbe-
reitung> des Christentums zu verste-
hen und dem Voike Israel aufl diese
Weise seine thm eigenen Heilsguter
Zu entwenden. Man rettet damit zwar
das sogenannte «Alte Testaments fur
dis Kirche, wird aber dem Judentum
nicht mehr gerecht: im Gegenteil, es
verliert seine Dignitat Eine solche

| theologische Missdeutung kann dann

leicht zu einer Art von Triumphalis-
mus entarten, besonders wenn von
der Kirche als sallumfassendem Mit-
tel des Heils. die Rede ist, ener Kir-
che, die -allein. das Heil verwaltet
Manchmal gewinnt man bel diesem
Text den Eindruck, er habe ursprung-
lich ein vernunftiges Konzept enthal-
ten, das spater du-ch christozentris
sche Dogmatiker verschlimmbessert
wurde. Ein solches Vorgehen erschien
diesen offenbar nciwendig, well im
Dokument deutlich ausgesagt wird,
Juden und Christen gingen in der Zu-
kunft einem gloeichen Ziele entgegon,
selbst wann si@ von varsrhiedenan
Ausgangspositionen herkommen. «So
kann es gesagt werden, dass Juden
und Christen sich In einer vergleich-
buren Holfnunyg trofTen, die aul Jder
¥leichen Abranam gegubenen Vor-
helasung beruht.s

flecht yut st dus Kapitel «judische
Wurzein des Christentumass Hier hat-
ten ea die Dogmatiker insofern leich-

LUNE wanrena ger Janre |vJs-1p4d D
deutel ferner die Konsequenzen «

Der Holocaust - kein abstraktes
Phanomen

Diesen letzien Gedanken hitie man
sich elwas ausfuhrlicher entwickell
vorsiellen konnen Der Holocaust ist
kein absirakies Phanomen. das ohne
Beziehung zu den Kirchen und dies
in mannigfacher Hinsicht, gesehen
werden kann Die Welt war damals
nicht nur von Opfern und Schulaigen
bevilkert sondern in .der Mehrzahl
von denen, welche tatenlos zusahen,
so dass der Holocaust Gberhaupt erst
moglich gewesen st Mit einem
verschamten Satziein fast am Ende
wird man dieser Katastrophe nicht
gerecht die auch fur das Chnstentum
nicht ohne Bedeutung ist. Schllesslich
wird, wie im Konzilsdokument jede
Forra des Antisemitismus verworfen
Das Ende des Textes sei wortlich zi-
tiert. weil in inm versucht wurde, <un-
dogimauschs aufzuzeigen, wie Chri-
sten mit Juden und Judentum umzu-
gehen naben: «Religiose Lehre, Kate-
chese und Predigt sollen die Voroerel-
tung nicht nur {ur Objektvitat Ce-
rechtigkeit, Toleranz sein, sondern
auch fur Verstehen und Dialog. Unse-
re beiden Traditionen sind derart mit-
einander verbunden, dass sie sich
nicht ignorieren konnen. Gegenseiti-
ge Kenntnis muss auf jeder Stufe er-
mutigt werden Das gilt besonders far
eine peinliche Unkenntnis der Ge-
schichte und Traditionen des Juden-
tums, von dem nur negative Aspekta
vortanden sind und oft nur eine Kari-
katur, die zum Vorrat von Vorstellun-
gen vieler Christen gehort Dem woli-
len diese Hinwetse abhelfen.s

Konstruktive Absicht nicht zu
verkennen

Der Text stelite tn mancher Bezie-
hung durchaus einen Fortschritt dar,
enthiglte er nicht 2u Beginn den dog-
mutischen Uberbau, der dle guten
Einsichten zu erdrucken droht Wenn
muan sich jedoch im oinzelnen die po-
sitivon Elemente des Toxtes nnaignet,
kanit or fur Katechese und Predigt
xute Disnste loiston. Die konstruktive
Absicht der «Kommiassion (ur dle rell-
{iusen Bezishungen mit dem Juden-
tuins ist yar nicht 2u verkennoen, eoen=
s0 weniy Jer standige Versuch, sich
durch der Sache dienende Pupstzitute
abzusichern. Diese |edoch schienen
einigen noch nicht genugt zu haben:
duher hat es offenbur dogmutischer
Aussayen bedurft, damit 1m zweilen
Teile das ausgefuhrt werden konnte,
wus Christen wirklich weiterbringen
kann, um sich selbst von dem zu reini-
Kon, was dus Chnstentum in Jahrhun-
derten von innen her vergiltet hat:
der Antljudmismus innerhalb der Kir-
che und seine Fulgen. | L

— T, W



AMERICAN SECRETARIAT:
Synagogue Councll of America
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10016

Tel. (212} €26-8870

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT:
World Jewish Congress

1 Rue de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Switzerland
Tel.: (022) 34 1325

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES:
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, N.Y. 10022

Anti-Defamation League—
B'nal B'rith

823 United Nations Plaza
New York, N.Y. 10017

Israel Jewish Council for
Interreligious Consuitations
12A Koresh Street, P.O.B. 2028
Jerusalem, Israel 91020

‘Synagogue Councll of America
327 Lexington Avenue
Nzw York, M.Y. 10048

World Jewish Congress
1 Park Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016

 Jnternational Jewish Committee

on |
Jnterreligious Consultations

July 18, 1985

Dear IJCIC Member:
1 am sending you the enclosed exchanges of
televes fo% your informaticn.
As soon as further détqils become available,
you will be notified.
Sincerely yours,
Rabbi Morecai Waxman
Chairman

Dr. Leon A. Feldman
Consultant
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AMERICAN SECRETARIAT:
Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10016

Tel.: (212) 686-8670

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT:
World Jewish Congress

1 Rue de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Switzerland
Tel.: (022) 34 1325

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES:
American Jewish Committee
165 East 561h Street

New York, N.Y. 10022

Anti-Defamation League—
B'nal B'rith

823 United Nations Plaza
New York, N.Y. 10017

Israel Jewish Council for
Interreligious Consultations
12A Koresh Street, P.O.B. 2028
Jerusalem, israel 91020

Synagogue Councii of America
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10016

World Jewish Congress
1 Park Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016

- Juternational Jewish Committee

on

Jnterreligious Consultations

July 19, 1985

Dear IJCIC Member:

1 hasten to éend'you copy of letter received
from Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, dated

July 12, 1985 in response-to our telex message

and lecter of June 18 and July 8, respectively.

It is urgent that you consider IJCIC's response
to the Cardinal's communication and whether we press

for a meeting prior to October 27, 1985.

We would like you to think about IJCIC's input for-
an agenda and relevant papers to be discussed at

the forthcoging sessions of the International Liaison
Committee, meeting in Rome, October 28-30, 1985. There
is also a need fgr the selection of speakers to under-

take the preparation of those papers.

Thank you for your cooperation,§
Sincerely yours,

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman
Chairman

Dr. Leon A. Feldman
Consultant
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SECRETARIAT FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN UNITY
COMMISSION FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS

Vatican Cicy - Tel, ou3, 4530 93,5071
itl.

J.264-399/85/e Vouson v July 12th, 1085

Rabbi Mordecai WAXMAN

Chairman .
International Jewish Committee on
Interreligious Consultations
World Jewish Congress

1 rue de Varembé

CH-1211 GENEVA 20

Dear Rabbi Waxman,

I have 'duly received vour telex message dated 1S June
1985, and now your letter, dated July 3. Both refer to the "Notes
on the correct way to present the Jews and Judaism in preaching and
catechesis in the Roman Catholic Church".

While the 1letter "welcomes those positive affirmations
which confirm the heartening growth in mutual understanding and recip-
rocal esteem that has unfolded during the past twenty years". vou
express, on behalf of the organizations coming together in IJCIC,
your reservations on what you feel are "regresSive formulations re-
garding the Catholic Church's apparent present views" on Jews and
Judaism. or at least "may be construed as such".

You also "are Jdistressed by cthe failure to engase in
consultations on the 'Notes...'". which would "represent a departure
from the valuable practice previously established in connection with
the 1975 Guidelines". '

On the basis of all this, you seek to have a meeting with
our Commission "at the earliest possible date in order to discuss
these 'Notes' and their implications for our future relationship”.

I must say that I Qquite agree with the proposal for a
meeting with representative of IJCIC on the subject of your letter.
However, given the fact that I shall be absent in August - having to
accompany the Holy Father to the Eucharistic Congress in Nairobi -

and also in part of September, which on the other hand is the month
of the High Feast Days of the Jewish community., I do not see that

#
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PeoT. N. . ..

SECRETARIAT FOR PROWOTING CHRISTIAN UNITY
COMMISSION FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WiTH THE JEWS

Vatican Ciry - Tel. 693,430 693.3071

Viatizan City,

we shall be able to meet before October sets in. And, as you well
know, we shall be meeting in October anyway., for the annual Inter-

‘national Liaison Committee meeting here in Rome.

I would therefore propose to vou that we meet just before

.this meeting starts, namely on the afternoon of Sunday 27th. and that,

if need be, we continue on the next morning. Hoping that such dates
will be acceptable to you, I hasten to add that if you have another
proposal for an earlier meeting within the limits set in the previous
paragraph, we would give this all due consideration.

I would also like to add that, in the framework of the
dialogue relation we have for a long time now established among us,
doubts and questions and even queries find their proper channels in
dirsct address. It scems ‘les helpful for the aim we both seek tc
air negative reeactions in the public media, where quotations are
never too precise and where nuances are frequently lost.

Without in any way preempting the content of our planned
meeting, I feel I should quite explicitly assure you, and through
vour kind offices the five organizations so closely linked with us,
that there is most certainly no change in the views of the Catholic
Church rgarding Jews and Judaism, as expressed in the Council Decla-
ration, the 1075 Guidelines and the present Pope's many speeches on
the subject, and that the text of . the "Notes", carefully read, gives
no grounds for any such conclusion, but rather the opposite.

Looking forward to hearing from you soon, I am happy to
express to you and to the rerresentatives of the five organizations,
my heartfelt wishes and sincere regards.

b SR

!

. o

—

~

fﬂohannes Cardinal Willebrands$§
\ President



MARC TANENBAUM

PRESIDENT
David Mesneko!f®

VICE PRESIDENTS
Neil Alter”

Gar; S. Brooks”
uth Shack*®

Van Myers
SECRETARY
Judianne Traum®

TAEASURER
Roger M. Bernstein®

PAST PNESlDENTS
Charles R. Beber, M

Alfred Bous

Alyin Cassel”

Audrey Finkeistein”

David B. Fleeman”

Shepard King*

Dr, Joseph Narot™ "

Col Nathan B Rood”

Robert 1. Shapiro”

Barton S_.Ueceil”

ADVISORY BOARD
Samuei H Agier
Bruce Alexander

Rabbi Davig Auerbach

Michael A Bander’

Rabbi Herbert M Blum%lru
Samuel Berkowilz, D

Margrit Bernsiein”

Roslyn K. Berrin®

y Beeley’

ark Blank

MNorman Braman

Maorns Broag

Jesse Casselholt”

Lorraine Charney

Evetyn Conan

Richard B. Comiter®

A. Bugo Cutler

Dorian S. Denburg”

Marcie Ersoft

Joseph Z Fiemung

Aaron A Foosaners

Melvyn B, Frumhes

Solomon Garazi

B.8, Golostein

Evelyn Goodman”
Jean Greenspan
Stanley B. Greenstein®
Raymond R. Grossman
Herbert Gruber
Marshail 5. Harris
Florence Hechi
Aron Kelton
Marshall J Langer
Harry “"Hap" Levy
Norman Lipoft

Faith Mesnekot!”
Sylvan Meyer

Stepnen Muss
Hon. Robert H. Newman
Jack Lee Orkin®
Aaron Podhurst
Samue! J. Rabin”
Joseph P. Rackman™
Felix H. Reyler. PR D.”
Hon. Steven D_Robinson

Howard R. Scharhin

leving L. Segal”

Brenda B. Shapiro”

witliam F, Saulson®

Elaine Sitverstein
Herben Sobel

Aep Hal Spaet

Barbara A. Stoler. PnD "
Anita Store”

Rabbi Barry Tabachniko!!
Sidney 5. Traum
Kanneth Treister

Dennis R Turner®
Barpara Ugell

Richarg F. Wallson®

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE"
Deceasea "

STAFF

SOUTHEAST ﬂEGIONAL
RECTOR

William n Grainich

ASSISTANT AREA
CIRECTOR
Julie L. Russin

GREATER MIAMI CHAPTER @ 3000 Biscayne Boulevard @ AMiami, Florida 33137 © (305) 576-4240

July 19, 1985

His Excellency Edward A. McCarthy
Archbishop of Miami
Archdiocese of Miami
9401 Biscayne Blvd.
Miami Shores, Fla. 33138
Dear Archbishop McCarthy:

Shortly after our meaningful and heartwarming Vatican
II celebration, the Vatican issued a set of "notes" on
Catholic-Jewish relations.

Having read them, I feel they fall short of the letter
and spirit of the 1975 Vatican guidelines and of the U.S.
Catholice Bishop's Guidelines of 1966.

I am enclosing a text of AJC's critique and, for your
convenience, the notes themselves. Please share with me
your feeling on them and be kind enough to pass along my
concerns to the NCCB and the Vatican.

As alws

7
WAG:gs Wil
Enc.

cc: Msgr. Bryan Walsh
Sr. Noel Boggs
Joseph Rackman-
Roger Bernstein
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An mterrelzgwus bond is strained
- Vatican paper on anhSemmsm dlspleases Jewish leaders

‘By Il.h:hlel D. Schaffer
Ingutrer Bieff

Mlar 0 years of stead:ly growing
1, Catholics and Jeiss suddenly
lln thelr relationship troubled by a
Vatican document {ntended to elimi-
' ‘pate any religious excuse for antl-
Semitlsm among Catholirs. *
Jewish -leaders have two major
problems with the documemt. They
complained thet the report, which
oullined bow Catholics should be

taught sbout Jews and Judealsm, gave
. Inadequale attemtion to the signifl-
cance that Jews attach to the Holo-
caust and Israel.

The other maln ohjecuan. accord-
fog 1o those leaders, is that Vatican
officials disregarded the current

zlril -of dialogue by not consulting

" the Jewish community as the paper
was belng prepared.

Eugene Plnm‘. executive
of the Secretariat for CatholicJ
§ O i Do s wamisges, * sress
emphasized lhll?hﬂ Vatican
ment “Ls not @ final statement, It's an
interim thiog ...... theres & lot of
room for further work oo I1." He
noted 1hot it called for the develop-
ment of 8 complete program of In-
strucilon on the Holocaust and the
siate of lsrael.

In splie of Jewish dismay over the
document, Jewish and Catholic lead-
ers have sald they belleve It will not
permenently damege relations be-
tween Cathollcs and Jews. Jewish
leaders also have sald lhm is lm:b
of value in it

. °

The 12pege document, “Notes on

tho correct way to present the Jews

md llldllll ln préeching lnd cato-
chesis In the Romen Catholic

.Church,” was ralessed June 4. | was

by the Commission for Rell-

Elons I!cllltonn With the Jiws,

nal Johannes Wille-

the Wln
Mlnd that i
ob}c:ll usly accurote
teaching on J " i3 necessary

because anti-Semitlsm “is always.

‘“l:a’s to resppear onder different
gulses.” .

In introdecing the "Notes™ at a news
conferance in Rome, the Rev. Plerre
Duprey,” vice president of Cardinal
W ebrands’ commission, said 1 was

od W create a will 1o cradicate
d _memuuwuu

Tlae document emphasized (hat
Calhollcs need “an exact knowledge

L]

of the wholly unigue bond which
jnmuuammhtemknmd
to Judalsm™ and declared l!nl the
Jews remaln “s chosen

But the paper == dmlt
fargely with the Jewish roots of
Christianity, the trestment of Jews
in the New Testament and relotions
between Judelsm and Christianity
since biblical times - dismayed Jew-
ish leaders becanse of what they sald
were lnsdequale references to the
Holocaust end the state of Isreel.
Those briefl pa.nlgsmdnw a0 Iimme-
dlate response the Ioterne-
tlonel Jewish Catnmittes on Interre-
ligious Consuitations (IJCIC), o
consortium of the Synagogue Coun-
cll of Amerjca, the American Jewish
Committee, the Anti-Defemation

League of B'nal 8'rith, the lsroel lo- .

(Ses RELIGION oa $D)

4

ner?




Vatican document strains

Catholic-Jewish relations

RELIGION, from I1-D
terfaith Committee and the World
Jewish Copgress.

The LJCIC dispatched a telegram to
Cardinal Willebrends seeking what
it called "clarification and consulta-
tion on the Notes," according to a
statement released by the organiza-
tion June 25, the day after the docu-
ment was published.

Rabbi Mordecsi Wammman, LICIC
chairman and president of the Syns-
gogue Council, s2id last week that he
did not expect to hear from Cardinal
W!uebranda until later in the sum-

m telegram expressed “disap-
pointment over what we perceive to
be the regressive spirit and formuls-

lions about Jews, Judaism, the Nazi-

Holocaust and the meanting of lsrael”
in the Varican paper, the WCIC sate-
ment sald

The LICIC statement called the pe-
per “tolally inadequate in providing
Catholics with sufficient guidelines
an how 10 teach, preach and under-
gand” the significance 1o Jaws of the
Holocsum and larael

The LICIC cnticizad it for failing to
mention the right of the stata of
larsel 10 exist and sald ft mmiql
modern lsreel of “any ble reli-
glous significance for

“The absence of a strong statement-
on the Holocaus! is particularly dis
turbing,” the gmpda:hrd.

Jewish leaders mnd espocially

* troubled that Vatican officials did

not discuss the paper with them be-
fore 1t was published.
* The two major church statements
in the last 20 years concerning Jews
were published after consultation
with the Jewish communiry, accord-
u#h? the WCIC statement.
lack of consultation “bothers

me more than anylhing else becauss
it removes it from the {ramework of
dlalogue,” Rabbi Waxman sald

The document would have been
strengibened “enormousiy” if Jew-
ish leaders had been invited 10 com-

mexnt on it, according to’ mg James
Rudin, icterreligtons affsire Jirecicr

or the, can Je Commities
in New York
Bntﬂthmmuomhb

fore it was published, there is discus
sion now.

Catholic and Jewish representattves
met Wednesday at the hndqummu!
the American Jewish Commitise in
mvmmmxammmr.
eccording 1o Fisher of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishopa

And it also will be on the agenda
when Catholic and Jewiah leeders
meet in Rome in October, said
Fisher, who {3 & consultor to the
Commission for Religions Ralations
with the Jewsn

Whatever their dismay over the
Notes, Jewish leaders remain optimis-
tic about the course of Catholic-Jow-
ish relations. “The gains of the last 20
years are Dot going t© be reversed
becanse of this" saud Rebbi Rudin

“There i3 a great def@fthat i3 very
pogitive in the document,” especially
in its wreatment of the Jewish roots of
Christanity, the Pharmsess, religious
liberry and ant-Seminsm, he sald.

Relations berween Catholics and
Jews changed dramatically rwo dec.
ades ego when the Second Vatican
Council, convened by Pope John
X111 10 revitalize the church for life
in the modern world, adopted its

.thing we need o know about each

sdr o T L P TRl s ] e TR

Church to Non-Christian Religions,”
commonly kpown by fts opening -
Laun words, “Nostra Actate [In Our
gl.”

M"Ncmn Aetate” repudiated the no-
ton thst Jews had any collective
responsibility for the crucifixion of
Jesus. It also declared that Jews and
Christians are linked by spiritual
bonds and share a “great spiritual
patrimony."

[n 1975, the Vatcan fssued o set of .
“Guidelines and for im-.
plementing “Nostra Aetste.” The ...

set down fundamental con-
ditlons for Cstholics in their dialogue
with Jews, including “respect for the
other as he i3 knowledge of ths
basics of Jewish religious traditon
and learzing “by what essendiel traits
the Jews define themselves tn the
u;ht of their own religious experi-

M active dialogue between Catho-
lics and Jews in the United States has
developedd over the two decades
spce “Nostra Aetste” In Philadel-
phie, “there's a lot of interaction,”
sald Rabbi Richard F. Address, re
plonal director of the Union of Amer-
ican Hebrew Congregations.

The WCIC leaders said, howevbr,
that in the new document, the Varl-
can hes stepped away from ity com-
mitment to aée Jews in Jewlsh lerms.

ence,

dicument a9 an “shiempt to move
forward on the Catholic sida ... a
very wellintentioned eﬂmwmc.h
does a lot of good things."”

If read “in {ts own spirit,” it repre-
santed a step forward, he said

The paper, for example, dealt in a
positive mahner with the Pharisees,
Fisher said. It declares “an exclu-
sively negatve picture of the Phari-
see3 ' iy likely 1o be inaccurate and
unjust.” Christian tradition long has
regarded the Ph.lﬂmusau-ngh-
teous and hypocritical.

It also recognized that negarive ref-
erances 1o tha Jews In the New Tema-
ment must be read in the context of
consflicis betwesn. the Christlen
church in its early years and the
Jewish community. !

Ths document's satements on the I
Holocaust and lreel do not represent
@ complete catechesis, or body of !
teaching, an those topics, Fisher sald. !
The document “mentions that the Ho- |
locsust and lareel need to be dealt -
with" and calls for the developmentof '
a catechesis on them, he said !

Taken againzt the backdrop of |
other satements by the Pope about
lsrasl, the report can only be read as
sopportng lareel's right to exis, |
Fisher said

On the other band, the Vatican has

pever recoguized larsel diplomatically
end the Vancan and the Istaeli poverne

L ] —_
Flsher, of the US. Catholic Confer-
ace, deseribed (he 1aiest VAHzan

S

Flaher said It 18 impariant o re-
member that the document is in-
tended for the whole church and
will have 8 positive impact on Jew-
iah-Catholic relarions in parts of the
world where there are fewer Jews
than in the United States and where
dialogue does mot exist or ia not as
advanced s it is here

The flap over the document bes

ided “s lesson that will be help-
ul” Fisher said

“We certainly don't know every-
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The Process: There is little doubt that much of

the controversy surrounding the NOTES could have been
avoided if more extensive consultation had preceded
their release. The Commission for Religious Relations
with Jews did seek the opinion of qualified-Catholic
experts in the dialogue, including groups such as the
American Bishops' Secretariat Advisory Committee. But
there was no opportunity for Jewish groups to respond
to the text until tén days prior to the issuance of the
NOTES. This was unfortunate for confidence-building in
the dialogue. It also helped to produce a sense of re-
gression in the Jewish community in view of the exten-
sive opportunity for pre-publication commentary accorded
it at the time of the 1975 Vatican Guidelines. There is
no question here of Jewish asking for a veto over a
Catholic document. But if the Church is to take seri-
ously one of the cardinal principles of the 1975
Guidelines—-Christians must come to understand Jews

as they define themselves--it is imperative that

the Jewish community have the chance to comment on
definitions of Jewish existence in ecclesial documents
before they are released to the church at large. This
is not to imply that the interpretations of Judaism
presented in Catholic documents will fully mesh with

Jewish self-understanndings. There are fundamental
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theological differences between our two faith communi-
ties thag will condition the way in which Catholics
understand Judaism as opposed to Jewish self-understanding
(and vice-versa). But we have an obligation to listen to
Jewish reaction to the way we officially present the
meaning of the People Israel to the Catholic faithful.

It also shoul& be clear, as Cardinal Bernar@in of Chi-
cago insisted in an address to the American Jewish Com-
mittee last November, that Jews in no sense need Chris-

tian for their faith perspective. But

approbation
because it is virtually impossible for the church to
define itself without reference to Judaism--"Christi-
anity and Judaism (are) '"linked together at the very
level of their idemntity'(NOTES 1:2)--and because
prejudicial definitions of Judaism by the church in

the past have caused so much suffering and death for
Jews we have an obligation to dialogue with responsible

Jewish spokespersons early on in our theological for-

mulations in this area.

In all fairness, however, the responsibility for the
present tension cannot be placed solely on Vatican of-
ficials. The official Jewish responses were overly
quick and did not seek further explanations from
Catholic officials nor incorporate some of the added

comments of Msgr., Jorge Mejia, Secretary of the Vatican
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Commission, which were published together with the
NOTES. Hopefully both communities have learned a
valuable lesson from this experience. Failure to
adequately consult and the resort to interfaith
discussion through media releases will poison the
relationship. We both become victims of outside
forces such as headline writers who distorted both
the reactions of the International Jewish Liasion
Committee and individual Jewish spokespersons such
as Geoffrey Wigoder (far more negative than the
statements themselves) as well as the official

U.S. Catholic Conference release (far too positive).
These headlines created a sense of polarization
between Catholics and Jews over the NOTES that

was not fully warranted by the statements them-
selves which ﬁere generally far more nuanced in pin-
pointing positive advances as well as problematical
areas. If the dialogue has achieved a certain
level of maturity, as I think it has, it will

be able to work through the current tension. My
fervant hope is that will come about. Neither com-
munity can gain by a new retreat to isolationism.
One crucial lesson for the future in my judgment is
the need for the Vatican to take more seriously the
reflections of American Catholic leaders on the

church-synagogue relationship. This is not a call
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for an American Catholic veto over such documents.
Obviously the Vatican must address the world church.

But in this particular iésue American Catholic leaders
because of their contacts with the largest Jewish com-
munity in the world have a special contribution to make.
Certainly this was true with respect to the very bassage
of NOSTRA AETATE at Vatican II. If the views expressed
by the Advisory Committee of the U.S. Secretariat for
Catholic-Jewish Relations after considering the preli-
minary draft had been used more constructively in re-
vising the NOTES (especially section II on the link
between the 0ld and New Testaments) many of the pro-

blems with the current text could have been avoided.

The Text: Most of the NOTES genuinely advance
official Catholic teaching regarding the Jewish
People past and present. It is true that individual
authors may have moved beyond this text. But

an official church document must convey a consensus
and not merely the thinking of a single expert. As
a consensus statement it advances many points beyond
NOSTRA AETATE and the 1975 Guidelines. Also, it
must be understood, especially by the Jewish com-
munity, that this is not a final statement on

the nature of the church-synagogue relationship

viewed theologically. There is nothing about this

AR SRR OTRE FUNT BERE BORE GRS DRR0 DREN REEY AR Ceed e ak
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document that prevents critique of its approach to |
stating this relationship or forecloses the develop- i
ment of alternate theological models such as those

proposed by Franz Mussner or myself.

The NOTES are especially good in positing a close
relationship between Jesus and the Pharisees (only
mentioned in a footnote in the 1975 Guidelines), in
insisting on the permanent value of the Hebrew Scrip-
tures for Christian fai;h expression--to take only
the New Testament as the basis of Catholic faith is
to take a truncated version of Jesus' message--—,

in clearly condemning antisemitism and endorsing
Holocaust educational programs in Catholic insti-
tutions, and in at least opening up the question
for Catholics of the religious dimensions of the
State of Israel. The NOTES also strongly insist that
an understanding of Judaism by Catholic students must
be seen as a central priority for the church's

catechesis and not merely an addendum.

Turning to the negative aspects of the NOTES, we can
say at the outset that on sober reflection they pro—-
bably are outweighed by the genuine advances. There
was surely insufficient attention given to the removal
of the historic deicide charge by Vatican II. Perhaps

the authors felt that Catholic educators would assume
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that these NOTES must be used in connection with
NOSTRA AETATE and the 1975 Guidlines. While such

an assumption might be valid, it would have been
useful to emphasize for Catholic educators the
centrality of this issue. More might also have

been said regarding the Holocaust, particularly the need
of accurately assessing the implications of this
event for the Church. Msgr. Mejia's remarks

at the press conference were constructive in

this regard. It is unfortunate there was not

the foresight to include these remarks within

the text itself. The likelihood of these clari-
fying remarks becoming separated from the text

is great.

Without question the most problematic aspect of

the NOTES has to do with the theological context

" within which the basic Jewish-Christian relation-
ship is discussed. This primarily occurs in Sec-
tion II, but certain statements in Sections I &

III are relevant to the discussion. The fundamental
flaw in the NOTES! approach to the question lies in
selection of the typological approach to the Hebrew
Scriptures-New Testament nexus. The failure to dis-
cuss other theological frameworks leaves the impres-
sion, intended or not, that this is somehow the best

and/or official framework to be used by Catholics
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in dealing with the issue., Exclusive use of this
framework was Strongly.criticized by the NCCB Sec—
retariat Advisory Committee in its response to the
initial draft of the NOTES. The Scripture scholars
on the Committee in particular objected to the domi-
nancelin the documéht of Jan interpretative model that
had been widely discarded by their colleagues. The
Committee also pointed out that virtually no major
Catholic syétematic theologian writing on Christo-

logy today employs such a typological approach anymore.

Regretably this advice was not heeded in revisions of

the NOTES, except to acknowledge that typology was

controversial in some circles. I am not suggesting
that the NOTES should have endorsed some other model

as their exclusive framework. There is no consensus

model, But there might have been some acknowledgement

that other frameworks such as Mussner's distinction
between Prophet and Son Christology or my distinction
between "Fulfillment of Messianic Prophecies Christology"
and Incarnational Christology are being discussed. All
of these are based on a recognition of multiple Chris-

tological approaches in New Testament and early church.

I am not suggesting that the typological model should
have been ignored. By no means. It certainly was a

dominant approach to the theology of the Christian-
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Jewish relationship for a very 1ong.time. It continues
to be prevalent in the Catholic liturgy, especially during
the crucial seasons of Advent and Lent. Hence it needs a
a thorough airing. Its use in the NOTES may in the end
prove beneficial in producing such a discussion. I for
one believe it is fundamentally inadequate as a starting
point. One clear conclusion of this position is the con-
viction of the need for major P e L forn in the
Advent and Lenten liturgies. But I understand this

will be a long-ferm process, for we will be touching

upon the very nerve-center of Catholic belief. Super-
ficial apprﬁaches in this regard, as the NOTES cor-
reﬁtiy warn, will get us nowhere. But to give the NOTES
their due, they do push the typological approach in as
constructive a direction as it will allow and caution
against using it to justify any "displacement“ theology

of Judaism.

Let me comment at this point on a several specific points.
The first is a relatively simple one. It concerns the

use of the term "sad" to describe the original Jewish

"no"™ to Jesus. While it seems nothing especially nega-
tive waé intended by this term (on the contrary it was
meant to reaffirm the close, perpetual bond betweeﬂ Israel

and the Church), it carries certain overtones of basic

Jewish unfaithfulness (and hence the need for
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proselytizing of Jews) thaﬁ gquickly raise Jewish an-
tennae. Problems here could have been avoided if
the consultation process were better. Certainly the
intended message could have been communicated in a

less controversial way.

The description of the centrality of Christ for re-
demption in the Christian faith perspective is élso
not handled as well as it might, The tone in some
paragraphs (especially I:7) seems unduly hard with
little to talk about in a dialogue on the matter,
What is lacking here is the expression of some
spirit of rethinking Christian expression and com-
munication in this regard that was so positively
striking to both Catholics and Jews in the paper

on dialogue presented by Tomaso Federici

to the official Vatican-Jewish International Dia-
ldgue some years ago. It is a shame that none of
the tone and content of that paper seems to have
penetrated the NOTES. We cannot pretend that the
tremendously enhanced understanding of Judaism and
its positive influence nJesus and the early church,
which the NOTES affirm so strongly in other sec-
tions,will not impact on the basic statement of

the theological relationship between Judaism and

Christianity. Yet this is the reality that the
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NOTES fail to confront clearly. Are the new under-
standings of Judaism central or secondary to our state-
ment of basic Christian faith? Federici and I would
say central. The NOTES seem ambiguous. In some para-
graphs the implicit answer seems YES; in others NO.
Further clarification of this is necessary in fairness
to the Jewish partners in the dialogue (where does the

church really stand?) and to the educators who must try

to create new curricula based on these NOTES.

The statements in the NOTES which seem to portray
Judaism's basic vocation as preparing the way for
Christ are most unfortunate. They really seem to
clash with the spirit of the rest of the document.
‘No doubt a legitimate Christian point was trying
to be made: in some ways Jesus does push basic
Jewish beliéfs, especially those of the Pharisees,
to conclusions beyond boundaries acceptable to
most Jews of the period (and subsequently). But
the impression given by these descriptions of the
Jewish vocation is that Judéism has little pefmanent
value that extends beyond the Christ Event. This
will tend to close Christian awareness to the dis-
tinct teachings of the Jewish tradition which wvere
not explicitly incorporated by the New'Testamept

but which are part of the overall Christian
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biblical legacy. Msgr. John Oesterreicher makes this
point well in his published critique of the NOTES (cf.

THE CHICAGO CATHOLIC, 12-19 July, 1985, p. 9)

A word also needs to be said about the Jewish criticism
of the NOTES' section on Israel. More might have been
said, and it might have been said better. But in the
evolution of official Catholic statements the NOTES
represent a small step foreward, not backward, as some
of the Jewish critics have charged. There is explicit
acknowledgement of the need for Catholic students to
come to understand something of Jewish religious attach-
ment to the State of Israel. No previous Vatican docu-
ment has said as much. The contention by Geoffrey
Wigoder in the Jerusalem POST (International Edition,

6 July 1985, p. 13) and by the Jewish Council in Is-
rael on Interreligious Consultations whose Chairperson
is the respected Porofessor R.Z.J. Werblowsky that the
reason for the NOTES'rejection of the continuing
religious significance of Israel is based on the notion
of the "new covenant" erasing the promises of the old
is not accurate. True such a conclusion has been
common in previous Christian teaching. But ultimately
the church, even if it rejects such a theology as I

am convinced the signers of this documnent do, must

protect the notion of the universal presence of God




.as a result of the Christ Event. This theology must
be stated in a way that does not displace Judaism as
a salvific religion or leave no room whatsoever for
the maintenance of the traditional Jewish religious
land tradition. ﬁow to put all this together remains
a problem for even the best intentioned of Christian
theologians including myself. At this point I must
be candid and say I am convinced P . .- that
after the Incarnation the theological significance

of the land of Israel remains the second most impor-
tant difference between Judaism and Christianity

(cf. my volume CHRIST IN THE LIGHT OF THE CHRIS-

- TIAN-JEWISH DIALOGUE, pp. 127-133). Some Christian
colleagues in the dialogue such as Paul Van Buren

and Edward Flannery have tried to convince me
otherwise. But for the moment I am not prepared to
basically alter my view on this point. Let me add
that after extensive reading of Jewish materials on
the topic the Jewish world likewise seems in a state
of some confusion on the issue which neither the
Israeli Council statement nor Wigoder acknowledge
clearly enough. It almost seems the Jewish leader-
ship is asking for an unqualified affirmation from
the Church on an issue that remains hotly debated both
in Israel and the Diaspora. But it is a subject that
needs intensive discussion in the dialogue and among

Christian scholars and educators. Also, while the



13
discussion continues, there is no reason for the Vatican .not
to upgrade its diplomatic recognition of Israel to the

level of formal exchange of ambassadors.

A Postscript: This controversy over the NOTES

now requires an additional step from the Jewish side
in the dialogue. It is the attempt to create a con-
'sensus statement by the International Jewish Liasion Committee
on whether Christianity in any way represents a cove-
nantal moment from the Jewish faith perspective,.

I think it is vital for the Jewish group to have some
concrete experience in writing a COnsensus document

of this kind so that there might be better apprecia-
tion of the difficulties involved when any official
Christian body attempts it. Also, Jews cannot con-
tinue critiquing the Church's theological approach

to Judaism without an equal opportunity for Christians

to do the same with a Jewish statement.

TR
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DOMESTIC NEWS

07-23-85 | - 1285
Orgamzers say Jewish fund signals new era of cooperation |

By William Bole
h Religious News Service Staff Writer

WASHINGTON (RNS) — A group of Jewish activists and leaders — breaking new
ground in interreligious cooperation — have formed a national foundation to join with
Christian denominations in funding local anti-poverty and self-help projects.

The’new organization, called the Jewish Fund for Justice, launched its work here
July 23 by-announcing grants made to 13 groups. The groups range from Navajos in Arizona
seeking to upgrade agricultural techmques to low-income people in Boston fighting on behalf
of the city’s homeless.

The fund is the first Jewish grant-making institution established to address the root
causes of poverty in America, said Lois Roisman, executive director of the Washington-based
organization.

Ms. Roisman said the number of initial grants is symbolic because, in Jewish tradltlon
“13 symbolizes coming of age.” The grants represent “a new expression of Jewish
philanthropy” in the United States, she said.

Si Kahn, a nationally known folk singer and activist who spearheaded the new group,
said the fund is an effort to “keep alive and reinforce the tradition” of Jewish social activism,
a tradition exemplified in this country by the “immigrant grandparents” of many of today’s
generation. :
“In the principles of Judaism, this is part of being a Jew. Thls is commanded, not just
encouraged,” said Mr. Kahn, whose father is a rabbi.

The new Jewish organization will takes its place among a growing network of religious
agencies that fund various projects aimed at improving conditions for the poor. Unlike many
church social-service and charitable agencies that give direct aid to the needy, these agencies
of the church focus on helping groups of low-mcome people work to change condltwns and

structures that cause poverty.
As part of this network, the fund has become the first Jewish group to serve on the

New York-based Ecumenical Review Board, a cooperative association of a dozen
denominational agencies that distrtbute grants to local groups.

Affiliated with the National Council of Churches, the board includes grant-making arms
of the United Methodist Church, the Lutheran Church in America, the Presbyterian Church
(USA), the United Church of Christ, and the American Baptist Churches.

The largest and best-known member of the board is the Campaign for Human
Development (CHD), a program of the nation’s Catholic bishops. The campaign distributed
more than $6.5 million in grants last year.

07-23-85 | 1279
' CORRECTION

In RNS Story No. 1268, “Dr. Ford named Clergyman of Year by Religious Heritage,”
. July 22, fourth paragraph, please change church affiliation of Richard Zimmerman to read: “a
member of First United Methodist Church of Hershey, Pa.” Religious Heritage of America
said it erred in its original news release. ‘
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“We want to be the Jewish equivalent of the CHD." said Ms. Roisman, who left a
position with the Council of Foundations. which represents 1.000 charitable grant-making
institutions, to head the fund. She has also worked as a volunteer leader of Jewish women’s
organizations in Houston, Texas and Oklahoma.

“We want to deal with the causes more than the consequences of poverty,” she added.
“Maimonides (the medieval Jewish philosopher) said the best form of charity is to prevent
poverty.” - '

Mr. Kahn said the idea for the group stemmed from his experiences as an activist in
e the South, where he heads the Charlotte. N.C.-based Grassroots Leadership Project. In his
travels he found that organizations such as CHD and the Episcopal Coalition on Human Needs
“‘were supporting almost all of the good work that was going on in the South,” he said. “I was
concerned that there was no official Jewish presence."

He said he contacted about 30 Jews. most of whom work for private social-action
organizations, and they came together in 1982 to draw up plans for a Jewish fund. The group's
board and advisory committee include Mr. Kahn's father. Rabbi Benjamin Kahn. director of
Jewish Studies at American University here. Also on the board are former Carter
administration official Stuart Eizenstat and three Jewish members of Congress. including Rep.
Barney Frank of Massachusetts.

The fund has distributed an initial $37.000 in grants. and hopes to raise between
$100,000 and $150,000 more this year. Ms. Roisman said. One of the grants will go to help the
Navajo Nation Intensive Crop Production Project in Flagstaff, Ariz.. bring a team of Israeli
agricultural experts to the state’s Painted Desert to instruct them on methods of drip
irrigation. ‘

Another recipient. the Philadelphia Jubilee Project. is an interfaith organization that
provides loans to community-owned businesses and enterprises. The fund has given a grant to
the Montana Senior Citizens Association for its campaign to contain health and medical costs
in the state. In Chicago. the Jewish Council on Urban Affairs has received money from the
fund to work with minority-owned businesses in spurring economic development in low-income
neighborhoods.

The fund’s involvement in these and other projects will serve the purposes of
“witnessing, within the Jewish community. to the needs of the poor in America,” and
demonstrating to others “the fact that Judaism embraces these needs.” Ms. Roisman said.

She added that the fund has already helped further cooperation between Christians and
Jews. She cited the group's participation last spring in the annual meeting of the Committee
on Religion in Appalachia (CORA). a regional social-action group.

“When we left, they (the CORA delegates) passed a resolution thanking us for coming,
saying it is time for Christians to acknowledge that there are non-Christians working for the
poor, and resolving to find ways to work with us,” Ms. Roisman said. “That was a small door-
opening to more understanding.”

07-23-85 1281
Adventists condemn racism; elect eight blacks to top posts

By Religious News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS) — After issuing a strong condemnation of all forms of racism,
the International Conference of Seventh-day Adventists put words into action by electing
blacks to eight of the church's 22 top posts.

Heading the list is Charles E. Bradford, who will serve a second five-year term as
president of the North American branch of the 4.5 million-member church. For the first time
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der jiingsten Vatikan-Erkldrung

Von Henry Siegman
Exekutiv-Direkior,
American Jewish Congress
Die jiingste Vatikan-Erklarung iiber Juden
. und Judaismus enthdlt wichtige Formu-

lierungen. die den Dialog zwischen der .

kathohischen Kirche und der judischen Ge-

meinschaft fordern durften. Sie enthalt aber

auch Formulierungen, die frilhere Annah-

men iber die Einzigartigkeit des Dialogs

zwischen der katholischen Kirche und dem
Judaismus in Frage stellen.

Der positivste Aspekt der jiingsten Ent-
. wicklung ist die Tatsache. dass der Vatikan in
* einem amtlichen Dokument festgelegt hat,
wie sein neues theologisches Verstandnis des
* Judaismus, wie es sich seit dem Zweiten
* Vatikanischen Konzil herausgebildet hat, in
' den Predigten und der Katechese der Kirche
‘integnen wird. Das Dokument erklart: “Ju-
den und Judaismus sollten nicht einen gele-
gentlichen und peripheren Platz in der Kate-
chese (d.h. der Glaubensiehre) einnehmen:
+ ihre Anwesenheit ist wesentlich und sollte
- organisch integrient werden”. -
' Infolge dieser amtlichen Erklarung diirften
die katholischen Di6zesen iiberall in der Welt
und besonders in den Vercinigien Staaten
dieses Thema mit neuem Ernst anpacken,
der Verstandnis und Freundschaft zwischen
. den beiden Glaubensgemeinschaften nur star-
" ken kann,

Ganz besonders zu begriissen ist in der
Erkiarung der Nachdruck auf “Glauben und
religioses Leben des jadischen Volkes. wie
sie heute noch bekannt und ausgeiibt wer-
den”. den judischen Wurzeln des Chnisten-
tums und der zenwalen Bedeutung des Alten
Testaments fir das katholische Selbstver-
standnis, den im wesentlichen pharisiischen
Charakter der Geistlichkeit Jesu und der
fortdauernden Gefahr des Antisemitismus.
Die Erkenntnis, dass die Zugehorigkeit des
Judischen Volkes zum Staat lIsrael seine
Wurzeln in der biblischen Tradition hat. und
die Aufforderung an die Katholiken, “diese
religiose Zugehongkeit zu verstehen”, stellt
entschiedenen Forschritt in der Haltung der
Kirche gegeniiber dem Staat Israel dar.

Bisherige Dialoge zwischen der katholi-
schen Kirche und der jidischen Gemein-
schaft scheinen darauf hinzudeuten. dass
erstere verstandlicherweise glaubt, dass sie
“das allumfassende Minel zum Seelenheil”
ist, aber auch dem Judaismus einen solchen
Status zubilligt. Die jungste Feststellung
freilich, dass “Kirche und Judaismus nicht
als zwei Parallelwege zum Seelenheil™ ange-
sehen werden konnen, lasst darauf schhessen,
dass die Kirche dem Judaismus diese Funk-
tion nicht zugesteht.

PRIV

Natiirlich ist es durchaus angebracht,
wenn die katholische Kirche ihr eigenes
theologisches Verstandnis des Judaismus be-
stummt und dass dieses Verstindms mit O

fenheit ausgesprochen wird, weilies:sonst

dem Dialog an Integritat pebricht. Aber es
muss auch verstanden werden, dass als Folge
einer solchen Auffassung der Dialog zwi-

. schen katholischer Kirche und Judaismus

- in Frage stellt, auf die mch diese
. hcz:eh!

seiner Einzigartigkeit beraubt wird, die theo-
logische Bedeutsamkeit der-biblischen,
geisugen und theologischen Gemeinsamkeit

o e
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2 of BnaiBrith

August 13, 1985

——

Monsignor Jorge Mejia
Commissione per i Rapporti Religiosi

con 1'Ebraismo e -
Via dell'Erba, 1 -

00193 Roma, Italy

Dear Jorge,

Enclosed is a copy of my reading of the Vatican “"Notes on the
Correct Way to Present Jews and Judaism in Preaching and Catechesis in
the Roman Catholic Church.”

The Notes present positive aspects, the result of reflection and
vears of active dialogue. On the other side, there are also negative
aspects that trouble us deeply, and require a joint examination. If it
is to be a genuine encounter of hearts, dialogue between Catholics and
Jews needs to face honestly, painfully, the matters that have separated
us, and the cognate triumphalism marring our relatiomship.

My reading is an invitation to this dialogue of hearts in the hope
to clarify and understand our encounter at this time in history.

Fraternally, in prayer,

s

8 Leon Klenicki
Director
LK:ai ; Dept. of Interfaith Affairs
Encl: i
. ©

cc: Theodore Freedman
Dr. Joseph Lichten
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World Jewish Congress
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1211 Geneve 20. Switzerland
Tel.: (022) 34 13 25

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES:
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street
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Anti-Detamation League—
B'nai B'rith

823 United Nations Plaza
New York, N.Y. 10017

Israel Jewish Council for
Interreligious Consuitations
12A Koresh Street, P.O.B. 2028
Jerusalem. Israel 91020

Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue
New York. N.Y. 10016

World Jewish Congress
1 Park Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016

| ~
Juternational Jewish Committce
o o
Juterreligious Consultations

MEMORANDUM

L Members of IJCIC

FROM: Rabbi Mordecai Waxman, Chairman
Dr. Leon A. Feldman, Consultant

RE: 1JCIC Meeting .

Thursday, September 5, 1985
9:00 a.m.
SCA Offices:

DATE: August 14, 1985

Please make every effort to attend this IJCIC meeting.
We have to review the proposed participants,
presentors and topics for the IJCIC/Vatican meeting in
Rome in October and the plans for the Anglican
meetlng.

Enclosed please find the following:

1. A copy of the Chairman's response to
- Cardinal Hlllebrands

2. A communication from ADL to IJCIC;

. /. ,
A letter from Jean Hzlpéerin regarding
the October meeting in Rome.

W
.

Please let the SCA office know of your attendance
plans by calling (212)686-8670.
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Jnternational Jewish Commitice
on
Jnterreligions Consultations

August 7, 1985

Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, President
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity
Commission for Religiocus Relations With The Jews
Vatican City, Italy

Dear Cardinal Willebhrands:

In behalf of IJCIC and its member agencies, I wish to
acknowledge your thoughtful letter of July 12, 1985.

We are, of course, heartened by your assurance that the
"Nores" carefully read are more positive than we seem to
feel. However, as you know, we are not alone in feeling
that the "Notes" present problems.

We believe, therefore, that there is, indeed, a need for
serious discussion between us of the critical issues

raised both by the substance and the process that led to
the publication of the "Notes on the Correct Way to Present
Jews and Judaism in Preaching and Catechesis in the Roman
Catholic Church." '

It seems evident that, owing to vour heavy schedule in the
month of August and the Jewish High Holy Days during the
month of September, it will not be possible for us to meet
during those months. As you rightly suggest, since we have
a scheduled consultation of the Liaison Committee for
October 28-30, 1985, that we agree to discuss the ''Notes"
in a systematic way at that rime.

1f we agree to consider the "Notes" as a key issue on the

agenda on October 28th, there will not be a need for a
separate meeting on Sunday, October 27th, which you thought-

fully suggested.

In the light of that, it would be helpful, we believe, 1if we
could agree rather soon on the agenda for the Liaison meeting.

We look forward with interest to your response.

; : ' Respectfully yours,

Rabbi Mordecai Hhxman
Chairman
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July 31, 1985

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman

Chairman, IJCIC

c/o Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Dear Morty:

1 am taking this opportunity of replying directly to you as
Chairman of IJCIC in response to Leon Feldman's call inguiring as to
whether ADL will participate in the IJCIC-World Council of Churches
consultation scheduled for December 4-5, 1985,

As you will recall, I personally brought to your attention
and to our colleagues on a number of occasions our concern with the
WCC's involvement with the World Muslim Congress, which has been
blatantly anti-Semitic. We have had a continuing exchange of corres-
pondence with Allan Brockway, as well as conversations with him, and
as of this date there has been no serious action taken by the WCC on

our complaint.

We now have learned that on July 10-12 some forty-three
organizations, pro-PLO, met under United Nations auspices to plan an
anti-Israel propaganda campaign in the United States. Much to our
dismay two of the organizations were the World Muslim Congress and the
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World

Council of Churches.

Accordingly, we see little to be gained in the continuation
of the "dialogue” when it is clearly evident that the WCC has been in-
different to the revelations of anti-Semitism on the part of the World
Muslim Congress, and in furthering anti-Israel propaganda.

Therefore, ADL will not participate and we believe, given
the circumstances and the wealth of documentation supporting our
concerns with the WCC's activities, that it is more appropriate for
Jewish organizations within the framework of IJCIC to defer any

further meetings with the WCC until such time as they make a clear
and public statement condemning anti-Semitism from the World Muslim

Congress and to disassociate itself from any systematic campaign
against Israel.

Further, if the partners of IJCIC pursue such a meeting we
will look upon such indifference on the part of the IJCIC with grave

concern.




Rabbi Mordecai Waxman . =53 - .. July 31, 1985

This is a decision not taken lightly, but with deep dis-
appointment that we cannot find a way to stand strong and united when

the Jewish people are attacked.

. Sincerely’,

TF/mj . : © The o&gs?reedman
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Geneva, July 29, 1985

e F LR {/ A

To: Rabbi Mordecai Waxman
Dr. Leon A. Feldman

From: Jean Halpérin

This is in reply to your circular letter of 19 Julyt :

We have read with much interest Cardinal Willebrand's reply to you
dated 12 July. I don't think that, in the circumstances, we should press
for a separate meeting prior to 28 October. As a matter of fact, it would
be strategically unwise to indulge at this stage in private consultations
with him (or Mejia for that purpose). By necessity, the "Notes" will
become a central item at the next Liaison Committee, and the discussion will
be far more meaningful if it is carried in plenary session so that our true
friends (and there will be some of them on the Catholic side) could speak
up. Moreover, we shall need guite some time on Sunday 27 for our own internal
preparatory meeting, since this will be the only possible day on which we
could meet between ourselves prior to the Liaison Committee.

For the presentation of regional papers, you are in the best position
to select the most appropriate speaker for North America. Rabbi Brener might
be a good choice for Latin America but I am expecting further suggestions
from M. Tenenbaum and will share them with you as soon as I will have heard
from him. We need someone who is sufficiently well informed to provide the
required overall picture.

For Europe, the best available person would, in our opinion, be Ehrlich
_since he knows fairly well what actually goes on in most countries in that
field. '

For Israel, Wigoder,perhaps with the assistance of Talmon, would be an
obvious choice.

We must, of course, think very carefully about whom we would wish to
entrust with the delicate task of introducing IJCIC's point of view on
the "Notes". My own personal feeling (which I have not discussed with

anyone) is that the right person to do this, because of his background
and steady involvement ever since Vatican II and before, would be Dr. Riegner.



There will also be, we have reasons to believe, the official audience
with the Pope. On that occasion,.s statement will have to be prepared
carefully in advance. ’

As a matter of course, I believe, it will be delivered by ihe Chairman
of IJCIC.

I shall deal with the Rambam celebration scheduled to take place in
Rome in a separate letter. ) -
._} ] . . H =4
3 .‘ '..'J;,!ﬁ‘,_r-‘ ;'l) -\T A ‘2
. 4!
Yours sincerely,

L

&

. . ': | -'_. ":l i . r
et

Jean Halpérin
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Dear Rebbi Waxman,

e

g P e Rl L,

. It wes goad to meet yuu hare aai'
We have much apprec1ated the puttzng of our letter to you on the 1JCIC N T

agenda. It gave us some hope in a rather desperate situation. As far as . T

we are concerned we have always believed that e common support of the N e

IJCIC bodies is the best way to ensure the continuity and the development o b

of the work we are doing in Israel as a component of the IJCIC (until it AR

can be undertaken by Israeli factors). é@ B g &Y g
-!i'f' o s ey

It seems, however, we did not manage to convey to yvu the urgency involved =

end the fact that it has really become an emergency matter. It was not o

given the priority we felt it deserved, and the discussion of the issue ey

was postponed several times (so we were sorry to logrn).

We trust you really care for our work and reelly want to help us. Therefore

we would like to ask you not to wait until the issue can come up in a e

formal meeting of the IJCIC, but to try and approach the members directly
-and find a way to help us immediately. Our financial situation has been :

very difficult during the last 2-3 years. Under the present circumstances L

it has become really impossible. We are at the end of our capabilities to Sozcaad
manipulate. If there is no irmediate help along the-lines you discussed S P

with Dr. wigoder,l am afraid we'll heve to discontixue our work here.

The idea was, a8 you certainly remember, that all aSkponents of the IJCIC RSSO N2
will wniertake together to provide for several years at least an unnual

sun of 350 000 for the Interfaith IJCIC work in Israel. We in Israel will RITRS

do our best to raise here and in Europe the other $50 000 we need for our MR, See b
annual budget. At the time Dr. Israel Singer suggested that the WJC will P W
double its annual allocation up to $25 000, if the other IJCIC members SHEIRH Biipe 0
are ready to provide the other $25 000. There were talks with the AJC o
(Tanennbaum and Gogdis) in which the sum of $10 000 was mentioned and RABR! (3

a readiness in principle to cooperate was expressed, If this works, the et
member bodies of the Synagogue Council and the ADL would have to contribute i

the missing $15 000. ¥

PRON-E. .
The trouble is that this arrangement has to start immediately, already ’“miﬁﬁﬁuih
“in 198', otherwise ‘we won't be able to get’ to 1986 Emergency help of e s
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_-Wb hope you will do your best;&lf ?” 1, the u(-'n

$20 000-30 000 has to be provided t& remove the pres#ire of debts and enable us to continue
operation until long range solutions are found. &

oA e .
Anybody who can help has to be brought in. It is re&ihy'a kind of rescue operation (we
talk about it for years. As no satisfectory solutlonﬁﬂas found, that is the situation).

e

B
We do hope that all of you understand the 1mportance@br the work we do in Israel for
your own work and that all of you would not like to ‘#ee it stopped, even for sometime.
Maybe Israel and even the Jewish people can do withouWt an Interfaith movement in Israel,
but with all that happens here in this domain this W1l not be to the credit of the State
or the People and will not help their image. I hope Fou'll do everything you can to
prevent it. (Under the present circumstances in Isra#l, economical, and other omes,it
is almost impossible to raise the necessary funds heie or to expeoct a govermment significant
support. Perhaps we can achieve this in the future, @ﬂt not in the very near future).

."‘"-

-'-;..z

‘-affr.rcxc, o will 7

NN i mcﬂ*‘ﬁ'ﬁ?&:"‘ =L
Hopin;; to hear from you soon and wishing you all the best.

Yours very trul ,
(f::;omadiﬁauﬂi>
Josep anuel

Geneyal/ Secretary
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PS: This is wr1ttgﬁfsgﬁg;half of Prof. Werblowsky and Dr. Wigoder.
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[end]
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Saptember 1985
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‘Dl vatlkanischa Kommisslon fGr dis religlBsen Bazlehungen rum Judentum im Sedratariat fCr dle
tinnelt der Christen gab wichtige Hinwelse zum Problea Juden und Judentum

Dle vatikanische Komalssion fir die rellgldsen Bezlshungen e Judintu:% Sekretarlat fir dle

Einhelt der Christen, deren Prisident Johannes Kardianls Willebrands st «®Menals DiBzesanbischof
in ftrecht in don Niederlanden, Sein Stellvertreter, Vize-Prasident Pater Plorre Ouprey, franzo-
se, und der Sekrotdr, der nur fir dle fragen des Judentuns zustdndlq Ist, der argentinische
Gelstliche Jorge Mejla, haben fir dleses Papler verantwortlich gezelgt. |

Dle Kommission fUr dle [lnhelt der Christen geht in ihren Urspringen auf das Jahr 1960 zurbck,
auf das Wirken von Kardlnal Augustin Bea. Am 22. Oktober 197% wurde das Sekrstariat fGr die
Ednhelt dor Christen mit der Arbeltsgruppe flr dle rellgldsen Bezlehungen 2um Judentus von Papst
Paul V1. tnstalliert. In der Bundesrepublik Deutschland naha der Regensturger Welhbischof FlGgel
diess Arbelt als Beaultragter desr CPeutschen Kathollschen Blschofskonferenz fir dle Ffragen des
Judentuas In die Hand.

Dieses neue Papler, das jetzt vorliegt, ist In selnar brelten Anlage fGr dle relchtige Darstel-
lung von Jucden und Jucentua In der Predigt und In der Katechese der kathollschen Xirche geschaf-
fen worden. [s soll hler s Wortlaut wledergegeben wverden:

YorGbarlagungen:

Fapst Johannes Paul II. hat am 6. Marz 1382 den Deleglerten der Bischofskanferenzen und dea
anderen [xperten, dle sich In Eom versammelt hatten, us dle Berlehungen rwischen Kirchs und
Judentus zu studleren, gesagt: "...Sie haben slich In [hrer Tagung mit dea katholischen Unterricht
und der Katechese befaft, sowelt es sich ua dle Jucen und das Judentus hancdelt ... Man alBte
dahin gelangen, dad dleser Unterricht auf den verschiscenen Ebensn der rellgiBsen Blldung, In der
Katechese fCr Klnder wnd Jugendliche, dis Juden und das Judentur nlcht nur ehrllch und objektiv,
ohne Irgendwelche Vorurteile und chne jemanden zu verletzem, sondern moch sehr ait lebendligem
BewuBtsaln des (cen Juden und den Christen) gemelnsamen Erbes darstellt.”

In ¢lesem 1nnaltllch so dichten Text hat slch der Hellige Vater offenslchtlich von der Koszl-
lerkldrung "Nostra astate™, Nr. &, lelten lassen, wo es helit

"Darun scllen alle daflr Sorge tragem, dal nlemand in der %atechese oder bel der Predigt etwas
lohre, das mit der evangellschan Wahrhelt und dem Galste Christl nicht in Elnklapg stent”,

Ebenso von den Worten:

"0a alsa Jas (hristen und Juden gamlnsul thrlstllcht Erbe so relch ist, will die hellige Synndl
o i,wnseltige Kenntols und Achtung f3rdern ...".

Das dritte Xapitel der "Richtlinlen und Hinwelse fGr dle DurchfChrung der Konzilerkldrung 'Nostra
astate', Nr, 4", worln unter dem Titel "lehre und Erzlehung" elne Relhe konkreter MaBnahaen
aufgezahlt wird, schllelt dementsprechend sit folgender [epfenlung:

"0ie notwendlge Information Cber diese Fragem betrifft alle Ebenen der christlichen Lehre und
Bl1cung. Unter den Mitteln ¢lesar Information sind dle folgenden von basonderer Badsutung:

- Handbleher der Katechass;

= Geschichtswarke;

- Medlen der Massankomnunikation (Presse, Radlo, Fila, Fernsehen).

Ole wirksane Verwendung dleser Mittel setzt eine vertlefte Austildung der Lehrer und Erzlsher h
den Lohrersesinaren, Priesterseninaren und Unlversititen voraus™ (AAS 77,1975.73).

Dlesen Ilel wollen dle folgenden Ebscheltts dlenen.

I. Rellglonsunterricht und Judentua

1. In der Erkldrung "Nostra astate™, Wr. & spricht das Konzil wvon dea "Band", das (Juden und
Christen) gelstllich verbindet und vom relchen [rbe, das belden gemelnsan fst. Ferner betont das
Konzil, da8 dle Kirche anerkennt, a8 entsprechend der Absicht Gottes "dls Anfinge {hres Glaubeas
und 1hrer Crwdhlung sich schon bel dea Patriarchen, bel Moses und den Prophetsn finden”, 5
2. Us exlstieren elnzlgartlge Bszlehungen 2ulschen dem Christentus und den Judentus: Balde simd °
"schon durch Ihre elgene [dentitdt mltelnander verbunden™ (Johannes Paul 1., am 6. Mirz 1982),
und dless Bozfehungen "beruhen auf der Absicht des Bundesgottes™ (eod.). Deshalb sollten Juden
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vielmehr muB Lhre unverzichtbare Gegenwart in dle Unterwelsung crganisch eingearbeitet werden.
3. Der katholische Unterficht interessiert sich alcht nur aus historischen ocder archiologischen
Grinden fir das Judentum. In seiner oben zitlerten Rede hat der Helllge Vater aufs neue das
Yarhebliche gemelnsame Erbe” von Kirche und Judentum erwihnt und dazu gesagt:
"ileln schon eine BestanCEaufnahme: dieses [rbes, aber auch der [inbezug des Glaubens und des
rellgitsen lebens des judischen Volkes, so wle diese auch jatzt noch bekannt und gelebt werden,
kann dazu dlenen, das Leben der Klrche in mancher Hinsicht besser 2u werstehen™ (Unterstrelchung
van uns).
[s geht 2lso darum, sich eine stets levendlge Wirklichkeit, dis zur Kirche 1n enger Bezlehung
stent, seslsorqerllich angelegen sein 7u lassen. Der Hellige Vater hat diese blelbende wirklich-
kelt des jidischen Volkes In selner Ansprache an dle Vertreter der jidischen Gemeinschaft der
Bundesrepublik Deutschland am 17. November 1980 in Malnz mit elner bemerkenmswerten theologlschen
Formulierung dargestellt: "... das Gottesvolk des Alten Bundes, der nis widerrufen worden ist
L
. Schon an ¢leser Stelle muB an den lest erinnert werden, mit dem dle "Richtlinien und Hinweise
fir dle Durchflhrung der Konzilserkldrung 'Nostra aetate'. Nr. & der vatikanischen Kommlssion fir
dle Beziehungen rum Judentum vom 3.1.1975" dle Grundbedingungen des Dialogs umschrelben wollten.
In der Einleltung wird von der "Verpflichtung 7u sinem besseren gegenseitigen Verstehen und einer
neven gegenseitigen Hochachtung™ gesprochen, ebenso von der Kenntnls der "grundlegendén Kompo-
nenten der religlésen Tradltion des Judentums" und von "der Wirklichkeit der Juden nach lhrem
eigenen Verstindais".
5. Die Besondere Schwlerigkelt des christlichen Unterrichts Gber Juden und Judentum besteht vor
allem darin, dafl dleser Unterricht der Bestandtelle mehrerer Bagriffspaare glelchzeltig hanchaben
muB, in denen sich dle Beziehung rwischen den belden Hellsplinen des Alten und des MNeusn Testa-
ments ausdrickt:

VerhelBung  wnd  Erfillung
fortdauer und Neuhsit
Besonderheit  und  Allgemelinheit
Elnzigartigkeit und Vorbildlichkeit.
Es ist richtlq., dad sich der Theologe odar Xatechet, der diese Dings behandelt. sich darum
bemiht, schon In seiner Unterrichtspraxls zeigt, dad
- dle verhelBung und die [rfillung elnander geganseitig erhellen;
- die Neuhiet in einem Gestaltwandel dessen besteht, was vorher war;
- ¢ie Besonderholt des Volkes ces Alten Testamentes nlcht exklusiv, sondern - in der Sicht Gottes
- auf eine unlversale Ausdehaung hin offen ist; 1]
- dls Elnzelgarteighelt eben dieses jidischen volkses Im Rinblick “uf eine Vorbildhaftigkelit
besteht.
6. SchlieBlich "wiirden dla Ungepaulgkelt und dla "Mittelm3Bigkeit auf diesem Geblet" deam jb-
disch-christllchen Gesprach "enormen Schaden zuilgen(Johannes Paul 1., Rede vom 6. Mirz 1982).
Da es ater um [rziehung und Unterricht geht, wirden sie vor allem der "elgenen Identitdt" der
Christen schaden (ebd.).
7. "kraft inrer gdttlichen Seadung (mul) éie Kircha", dle "allgemelnas Hellsmittel™ ist, und in
der allein sich “die ganze fille der Heilsmittel" findat (Unitatis redintegratioc. 3). "natbrli-
chervelse Jesus Christus der Welt verkinden" (Richtlinien und Hinwelse 1). In der lat glauben
wir, daB wir gerade durch lhn zum Vater gelangen (vgl. Joh 14,6), und daB "das ewige Leben darin
besteht, daB sle dich kennen, dlch, den elnzigen wahren Gott, und selns Gesandten, Jesus Chri-
stus” {Jon 17,3).
Jesus bekr3ftigt (Joh 10,16), daB "es nur elne Herde, nur einen Hirten geben wird". Kirche und
Judentum konnen also nicht als zwel parallele Heilswege dargestellt werden, und die Kirche muB
Christus als Erldser vor allen Menschen bezeugen, und dies im "strengsten Respekt vor der
Religlonsfreiheit, wie sle vom Iweiten Vatikanlschen Konzil (Erklirung Dignitatis humanae)
gelehrt worden Ist" (Richtlinien und Kinwsise I).
B. DaB es dringend und wichtlg Lst, unsere Gl3ublgen genau, cbjektiv und in strengem Streben mach
Richtigkelt Uber das Judentum zu unterrichten, erglbt slch auch aus der Gefahr elnes Antlsemit-
ismus, der stets daran lst, unter verschledenen Gesichtern wleder zu erscheinen. Es gsht nlcht
nur darum, in wpseren Gliubigenm dle Reste von Antisemitismus, dle man noch hle und da fincet,
suszurotten, soncern viel eher darum, mit allen erzieherischen Mitteln in ihnen elne richtige
Kenntnls des volllg einzigartigen "Bandes" (wgl. Nostra aetate, 4) zu erwecken, das uns als
Kirche an dle Juden und das Judentum bindet. So wirde man unsere Gliubigen lshren, sle 2
schitzen und 7u lleben - sie, dle von Gott erwdhlt worden sind, das Kommen Christl vorzuberelten,
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und die alles bewahrt haben, was Im Laufe dleser Vorbereltung fortlaufend offenbart und gegeben
worden ist -, obwohl es fir sie schwierlg ist, in ihm inren Messias zu erkennen.

II. Bezlehungen zwischen Altém1) und Neusm Testament

1. Es geht darum, die Einhelt der biblischen Offendbarung (AT und NT) und dle Absicht Gottes
darzustellen, bevor man von jedem einzelnen dleser historischen Erelgnisse spricht, um zu
unterstreichen, da8 jedes davon seinen Sinn nur bekommt, wenn es 1nnsrhalb der gesamten Ge-
schichte, von der Schipfung bis zur Vollendung, betrachtet wird. Diese Geschichte geht das ganze
Menschengeschlecht und besonders dle Gliubligen an. Auf dlese Welse tritt der endgiltige Sinn der
€rwshlung Israels erst im Lichte der eschatologischen Vollerfillung zutage (R6m 9-11), und so
wird die Erwdhlung in Jesus Christus im Hinblick auf die Verkimdlgung und die Verheifiung noch
besser verstanden (vgl. Hebr 4,1-11).

2. Es handelt sich um elnzelns Ereignlsse, dle elne einzelne Natlon betreffen, die aber in der
Schau Gottes, der seine Absicht enthGllt, dazu bestimmt slnd, eine universale und exemplarische
Bedeutung zu erhalten. [s geht auBiercem darum, dle frelgnisse des Alten lestaments nicht als
Erelgnisse darzustellen, dle nur dle Juden betreffen; sie betreffen vielmehr auch uns persdnlich.
Abraham ist wirklich der Vater unseres Glaubens (vql. Rém 4,11f; Romischer Kanon: patriarchae
nostrl Abrahae). Es helft auch (&?lur 10,1): "Unsere Viter sind alle unter der Wolke gewesen. sie
alle sind durchs Meer gezogen". Die Erzviter, die Propheten und anderen Persinlichkelten des
Alten Testaments wurcen und werden lamerdar in der lhturgischen Iradition der Ostkirche wle auch
der latelnischen Kirche als Hellige verehrt.

1) Im Text wird der Ausdruck "Altes lestament" weiterhin verwendet, well er traditionell ist
(vql. schon 2 Kor 3,14), aber auch, well "AIt" weder "verjihrt" noch "Gberholt™ bedeutst. Auf
jeden Tall ist es der blelbsnde Wert ces Al als Quelle der christlichen Offenbarung, der hier
unterstrichen werden soil (vql. Del Verbum, 3).

3. hus der Einheitlichkeit des gottlichen Planes ergibt sich das Problem der Beziehungen zwischen
dem Alten und dem Neusn Testament. Schon zur leit der Apostel (wgl. 1 Kor 10,11; Hebr 10,1) und
dann in bastindiger Traditlon hat dle Kirche dieses Problem vor allem mit Hilfe der Typologle
geltst; damit wird dle grundleqende Bedeutung unterstrichen. welche das Alte Testament in
christlicher Sicht haben muB. Allerdings erweckt die Typologle bel vielen Unbehagen; das ist
vielleicht ein leichen dafir, daB das Problem nicht gelbst ist.

k. Man wird also bel cer Anwendung der Typologie, deren Lehre und Handhabung-wir von der Llturgle
und cen Kirchenvitern Gberkommen haben, wachsam darauf achten, jeden lbergang vom Alten zum Neuen
Testamant zu vermeiden, der nur als Bruch angesshen werden kann. In der Spontanitit des Gedstes,
der sle beseelt. hat dle Kirche dle Einstellung Marklons?) energisch verurtellt und sich selnem
Dgalismus stets entgegengestellt.

1) Eine Gnostiker des 2. Jh.s, der das Alte Testament und einen Ileil des Neuen als Werk elnes
bisen Gottes (elnes Demiurgen) verwarf. Ole Kirche hat auf dlese Hiresle kriftig reaglert (vgl.
Irendus).

5. s Ist auch wichtlg, zu unterstrelchen, dal die typologlsche Iaterpretation darin besteht, das
Alte Testament als Vorbereitung und in gewlsser Hinsicht als Skizze und Voranzeige des Neuen zu
lesen (vgl. 2.8, Hebr 5,5-10 wsw.). Christus ist nunmehr der Bezugspunkt und Schlissel der
Schrift: 'Der fels war Christus' (1 Ker 10,%). _

6. Es ist also wahr und mub auch unterstrichen werden, daB dle Kizehe und die Christen das Alte
Testament im Lichte des [reignisses von Tod und Auferstehung Christl lesen, und daB es In cieser
-Hinsicht elne christliche Art, das Alte lestament zu lesen, gibt, die nicht notwendigerweiss mit

der jidischen zusammenfillt. Christliche und. jidische Identitit missen deshalb in th;ﬁj._juuha,

eiganen Art der Bibellektire sorgfiltiq unterschleden werden. Dles verringaft jedoch in. kelner
Weise den Wert des Alten lestaments 1n der Kirche und hindert die Christen nicht daran, ihrer-
seits die [raditionen der jGdlschen Lektire differenzlert und mit Gewinn aufzunehmen.

7. Dle typologische Lektire zelgt erst recht die unergrindlichen Schitze des Alten lestaments,
selnen unerschipflichen Inhalt und das Gehelmnis, dessen es voll 1ist. Diese Llesewelss darf nicht
vergessen lassen, dal das Alte Testameat selnen Elgenwert als Offenbarung behdlt, die das Neue
Testament oft nur wleder aufnimmt (vgql. Mk12,29-31). librigens will das Neue Testament selber auch
Im Lichte des Altem gelesen werden. Auf dieses nimmt die urspringliche christliche Katechese
stindig Bazug (vql. z.8. 1 Kor 5,6-8; 10,1-11).

8. Dle Typologis bedeutet fernar dle Projektlon auf dle Vollendung des qittlichen Plans, wean
"Gott alles in allem 1st™ (1 Kor 15,28). Das qilt auch fGr dle Kirche, dlie zwar im Christus schon
verulrklicht ist, aber nichtsdestoweniger 1hre endgiltige vervollkommnung als Leib Christi
erwartat. Die Tatsacha, dal der Leib Christl immer noch selner vollkommenen Gestalt zustrebt
(vgl. Eph 4,12f.), nimmt dem Christsein nlchts von selnem Wert. So verlieren auch dle Berufung
der Erzviter und der Auszug aus Agypten lhre Bedeutung und lhren Elgenwert im Plan Gottes nicht
dadurch, dab sie glelchzeltlg auch Iwischenetappen sind (vgl. Nostra astate, 4).

na .
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9. Deor [xodus beisplelswelse stent fir elne Erfahrung von Hell und Befrelung, dle nicht In sich
selbst beencet ist, sondern auBer ihrem Elgenwsrt dle Fihlgkelt zu spiterer Entfaltung 1n sich
trigt. Heil und Befreiung sind in Christus berelts vollendet und werwirklichen sich schrittweise
durch die Sakraments in cer Kirche. Auf diese Weise bereltet sich dle Erfillung des gottlichen
Plans vor, dle lhre endgiltige Vollendung mit der Wiederhunft Jesu als Messias, worum vir tiglich
beten, findet. Das Relch Gottes, um dessen Herankunft wir ebenfalls tdglich beten, wird endlich
errichtet sein. Dann haben Hell und Befreiung dle Crwdhlten und die gesamte Schipfung in Christus
verwandelt (vgl. Rim 8,19-23).

10. Wenn man dle sschatologische Dimension des Christentums unterstreicht, wird man slch dariber
hinaus dessen noch klarer bewuft, daB das Gottesvolk des alten und des newen Bundes im Gedanken
an die lubunft analogen Zielen zustrebt; nimlich der Ankunft odar der Wiederkunft des Messias -
auch wenn ¢le Blick- und Ausgangspunkte verschleden sind. Man legt sich dann auch klarsr dariber
Rechenschaft ab, dal dle Person des Messias, an der das Volk Gottes slch spaltet, auch der Punkt
Ist, In den es zusammentrifft (vgl. "Sussi¢l per !'ecumenis=o della Dlocesi di Roma®, 1982, 140).
S0 kann man sagen, dal lucen und Christen einancer In elner vergleichbaren Hoffnung begegnen, die
sich auf dieselbe H‘arhdﬁung an Avrahaa grindet (vgl. Gen 12,1-3; Hebr. 6,13-18).

1. Aufmerksanm horchend auf censelben Gott, der gesprochen hat, hangend am selben Wort, haben wir
ein glelches Gecichinis s&plne gemelnsans Hoffnung auf thn, der der Herr der Geschichts Ist, zu
bezeugen. So miBten wir Unsers vftantuurlung dafir wahrnshmen, dle Welt auf cdie Ankunft des
Messlas vorzubereiten, indem wir mltelnander fir sozlale Gerechtigkeit und fir Respektierung der
Rechte cer menschlichea Person und der Nationen zur gessllschaftlichen und internationalen
versghnung wirken. Dazu dringt uns, Juden und Christen. ¢as Gebot cer Nichstenlisbe, eine
gemeinsame Hoffnuag auf das Relich Gottes und das grofe Erbe der Propheten. Wenn sle von dor
Katechese frinzeitlg genug vermittelt wird, kannte elne solche Auffassung die jungen Christen
konkret daru erziehen, mit den Juden zusammemruarbelten und so Lber den bloflen Dialog hinavszu-
gelangen (vgl. Richtlinien, IV). i

111, Jidische Wurzeln des Christenums

12. Jesus var Juce und ist es immer geblleban; selnen Dlenst hat er freiwillig auf "die verlore-
nen Schafe des Hauses Israel” (Mt 15,24) beschrinkt. Jesus war woll und ganz eln Mensch seiner
lelt und seines jidisch-paldstinlschen Milleus des 1. Jh.s, dessen Angste und Hoffnungen er
teilte. Damit wird cle Wirklichkeit der Menschwerdung wie auch der elgentllche Sinn der Hells-
geschlchte nur noch unterstrichen. wie ar uns In der Blbel offenbart wordan Ist (vgl. Rém 1.3f.;
Gal &,4¢.).

13. Das Verhiltnis Jesu sum biblischen Gesetz und selnen mehr oder weniger traditlonellen
Interpretationen 1st zeeifelsohne kemplex; er hat groBe frelheit dlesem qegeniber an den Tag
gelegt (vgl. dle "Antithesen™ der Bergpredigt Mt 5,21-48 - wobel ¢le sxegetischen Schwisrigheiten
1 berGeksichtioen sinéd -, ¢le Elnstellung Jesu zu strenqer Beobachtung der Sabbatgesetze Mk
3,1-6, usw.)

[s gibt jedoch kelnen Iveifel daran, ¢ad er sich dem Gesetz unterverfen will (vgl, Gal &.4), cab
or beschnitten uad im Tempel gezelgt worden Ist, wie jeder andere Jude selner Zelt auch (vgl. Lk
2,21,22-24). und dal er zur Bsobachtung des Gesetzes erzogen worden Ist. Er predigte den Respekt
vor dem Gesetz (wgl, Mt 5,17-20) und forderte dasu auf, demselben zu gehorchen {vgl. Mt 8,4). Der
Ablauf seines levens war unterteilt dorch die Wallfahrten an den Festrzelten, und zwar seit selner
Kindheit (vgl. Lk 2,41-50; Joh 2,13; 7.10 usw.). Man hat oft dle Bedeutung des jCdischen fest-

yklus ia Junaans'-l'ungll_iu- beachtst (vgl. 2,13; 5.13 7.2.10.37; 10,225 12.3; 13.1; 18.28;.

15,82 uiw.). ~ . . . [
1. [s muB auch bemerkt warcen, ¢aB Jesus oft In den srnaéoqnn (vgl. Mt 4,23; 9,35. Lx 5,15-18;
Joh 18,20 usw.) und im Tempel. den er hiufig besuchte (vgl. Joh. 18,20 usw.), gelehrt hat. Das
taten auch selne Knger, sogar nach der Auferstehung (vgl. z.8. Apq 2,46; 3,1; 21,26 usw.). fr
hat selne messlanische Verkindiguag 1n den Rahmen des Synagogen-Gottesdienstes elnordnea wollen
(vgl. Lk §,16-21). Yor allem aber hat er die hichste lat def Selbsthingabe im Rahmen der hius-
lchen Pesachliturgle, oder wenigstens des Pesachfestes, vollbringen wollen (vgl. Mk 14,1.12par.;
Joh 18,28). So kann man den Gecdchtnischarakter der ucharlstie besser verstahen.

15. So st der Sohn Gottes In elnem Volk und elner menschllchen Famille Mensch geworden (vgl. Gal
bh; Rtm 9,5). Das verrinaert keineswegs dls Tatsache, daf er fir alle Menschen geboren worden
(un selne Wiege stehan dis jidischen Hirten und die heldnischen Magler: Lk 2,8-20; Mt 2,1-12) und
fir alle gestorten Ist (am Ful des Kreuzes stehen ebenfalls Juden, unter Lhnen Maria und Johan-
nes: Joh 19,25-27, und dle Heiden, wie dar Hauptmann: Mk 15,39par.). [r hat so c¢le zwel Vilker In
selnem flelsch zu elnem gemacht (vgl. Eph 2,14-17). Man kamn also dle Tatsache erkliren, daB es




In Pal¥stina und anderwirts mit der "Xircha aus den Volkern" elne "Kirche aus der Beschneidung”
gegeben hat, von der belsplelswelse Euseblus spricht (Historia eccleslastlca IV,5).

16. Sefme Bezlehungsn zu den Pharlsiern warem nlcht vBllig und nlcht lmmer polemischer Art. [s
gibt zahlrelche Beisplele dafir:

- s sind dle Pharisder, dle Jesus vor der lhm drohenden Gefahr warnen (Lk 13,31);

- Pharisder werden gelobt wie der "Schriftgelehrte™ Mk 12,54;

- Jesus 18t mit Pharissern (Lk 7,365 14,1).

17. Jesus teilt mit der Mehrheit der camallgen palistinischen Juden pharlsilsche Glaubenslehren:
Die lelbliche Auferstehunq; dle frommigkeltsformen Wohltitigkeit, Gebet Fasten (vgl. Mt 6,1-18),
sowle ¢le llturgische Gewohnhelt. slch an Gott als Vater zu wenden; den Vorrang des Gebots der
Gottes- und der Nichstenliete (vgl. Mk 12,28-34). Dasselbe trifft auch fir Paulus zu (vgl. Apg
23,8), dor selne lugehirigkeft zu den Pharisiern Immer als Chrentitel betrachtet hat (vgl. Apg
23,65 26,5; Phll 3.5).

18. Auch Paulus (wle Gbrigens Jesus selber) hat Methoden der Schriftlesung, lhrer Interpretation
und Weltsrgabe an dle Schiler verwendet, dles den Pharisdern 1hrer lelt gemeinsam waren. Das
trifft auch zu fir dle Verwendung der Gleichnisse Im wWirken Jesu. wie auch fir Jesu und Paulus'
Methoce, elne Schluffolgerung mit sinem Schriftzitat zu untermauern,

19. Es =ul auch festgehalten werden, dad dle Pharisier in den Passlonsberichten nmlcht erwihnt
wercen. Gamaliel (vgl. Apg 5,34-39) macht sich in seiner Sltzung des Synhedricns zum Aawalt der
Apostel. Eine ausschliedlich negative Darstellung der PharisSer wird lelcht warichtig und
ungerecht (vgl. Richtlinien und Hinweise; AAS. 2.3.0., S. 76). Wenn es in dan Evangelien und an
anderen Stellen des NI allerhand abschitzige Hinwelss auf die Pharlsder glbt, mul man sis vor dea
Hintergrund elner komplexen und vielgestaltiqen Bewegung sehen. Kritlk an verschiedenen Iypen von
Pharisdern fehlen Cbrigens In den rabbinischen Ouellen nlcht (wgl. bSot 22b usw.). Das "Phari-
sSertun” Im negativen Sinn kann In jader Religlon seinen Schaden anrlchten. Man kann auch dle
Tatsache unterstrelchen, daB Jssus den Pharisiern gegenlber gerade deshalb streng ist, well er
ihnen niker steht als den anderen Grupcen im zeltgenSssischen Judentum (s.o. Nr. 17).

20. ALl ¢ies sollte Paulus' Feststellung (Rém 11,161F.) Cber dle "Wurzel" und dle "Iwelge™ besser
verstehen helfen. Kirche und Christentum, neu wie sleo sind, flnden ihren Ursprung in Judentum des
1. Jh.s unserer leitrechnung und - moch tiefer - In der Abslcht Cottes (Nostra astate, &), cls in
den fravitern, Mose und den Prophsten (ebd.) bis zu fhrer Vollendung in Jesus, dem Christus,
verwlrkllcht worden ist.

Iv. Dla Juﬂen im Neuen lestament

21. In den "Richtlinien und Hinwelsen™ wurde (Anm. 1) gesagt, daB "der Ausdruck 'dle Juden' im
Johannesevange!liun 1a Kontext Lisweilen dle 'Fihrer der Juden' oder ‘'die feinds Jesu' bedeutet.
Diese Ausdricke sind elne bessere Ubersetzung des Gedankens des fvangelisten, wobei der Anschein
versleden wird, als sel hier das jidische Volk als solches gemelnt™.

Eine objektive Darstellung der Rolle des judischen Volkes 1s Newen Testament mull folgende
verschledene Gegebenheiten bterGcksichtigen:

A, Die Evangellen sind das C[rgebnis elnes langen und kompllzlerten Redaktlonsprozesses. Die
dogmatische Konstltution "Del Verbuan™ folgt der Instruktlon "Sancta Mater [cclesia™ der pipst-
lichen 8ibelkomalssion und untCTseheidets darln drei [tappen: "Dle helligen Autoren haten cie vler
Evangellen verfaft, inden sle gewisse Elnzelheiten unter den vielen aussonderten, welche mindlich
oder schon schriftlich weitergegeben worden varen. finlge davon mahmen sie rusammenfassead auf
oder stellten sle Ia Hinblick auf dem Stand der ¥irche dar. SchlieBlich bewahrtea sle die fora
cer- Verkindlqung._ua_ups. auf diese Weise imoer wahre un¢ zuverl3ssige Dinge Cber Jesus altzatel-
Yen" (Nr. 19). [s ist also nlcht ausgeschlossen, da3 geulsse felndselige odér wenlg schulc‘ul-
hafte [rwihnungen der Juden 1a historischen lusammenhang der Xonflikte wischen der entstehenden
Kirche und der jidischen Gemelnde stehen. Gewisse Polealken splegeln Badingungen wider. unter
denen ¢le Bazlehungen zwischen Juden und Christen sehr lange mach Jesus bestanden.

Ole Feststellung bleibt von grunclegendsr Bedeutung. wemn man den Sinn gewlsser Evangelientexte
fir dle Christen von heute herausarbeliten will.

All dles muB man in Betracht ziehen, wenn man die Katschesen und Homillen fir dis letzten Wochen
der Fastenzelt und dle Karwoche vorbereltet (vgl. schon "Richtlinien I, und jetzt auch "Sussidl
per 1'ecumenismo della Diocesl &1 Roma™ 1982, 144b).

B. Auf der anderen Seite ist es klar, dal es vom Anfang selner Sencung an Konflikte zelschen
Jesus und gewlssen Gruppen von Juden seiner leit, darumter auch den Pharls¥ern, gegab!n hat (wgl.
M 2,1-11.24; 3,6 usw.).

C. £s besteht ferner dle schmerzliche Tatsache, dab die Mehrhell des jncﬁuhn Volkes und seine
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Behdrden nicht an Jesus geglaubt haten. Diese Tatsache ist nicht nur histarisch;'sie hat vielmehr
eine thealogische Bedeutung, deren Sinn herauszuarbeiten Paulus bemiht ist (R&m 9-11).

0. Diese [latsache, die sich mit der Entwicklung der christlichen Mission, nameatlich unter den
Heiden, immer mehr verschirfte, hat zum unvermeidlichen Bruch zwischen dem Judentum und der
jungen Kirche gefihrt, die seither - schon auf der [bene des Glaubens - in nlcht aufzuhebender
Trennung avseinanderstreben; die Redaktion der lexte des Neuen Tlestaments. besonders der Evange-
lisn, spiegelt dlese Lage wider. Es kann nicht davon die Rede sein, diesea Bruch zu verringern
oder zu verwischen; das kdnnte der Identitdt der elnen wie der anceren nur schacen. Dennoch hebt
dieser Bruch sicher nicht das geistliche "Band™ auf. wovon das Kenzil spricht (Nostra aetate, 7),
und wovon wir hier einige Dimensionen ausarbeiten wollen.

[. wenn die Christen sich hieriber Gedanken machen, und zwar im Lichte der Schrift und besonders
der zitierten Kapitel des Romerbtriefs, dirfen sie nie vergessen, dafl der Glaube eine frele (abe
Gattes ist (vgl. Rom 9,12) und das Gewissen elnes Mitmanschen sich dem Urteil entzleht. Paulus'
Ernahnung. der "wWurzel™ gegeniber aicht "in Hochmut zu wverfallea” (Rim 711.18). tritt hier sehr
anschaulich hervor.

f. Man kann die Juden, dle Jesus gekannt und nicht an ihn geglaubt oder der Predigt der Apostel
Widerstand geleistet haben, nicht mit den spiteren und den heutigen Juden gleichsetzen. Wahrend
die Verantwortlichkeit jener ein Geheimnls Gottes bleibt (vgl. Rom 11,25), sind diese in einsr
villig anderen lage. Das Iweite Vatikanlsche Xonzil lehrt (Erkldrung "Dignitatis humanae™ Gber
die Religlonsfreineit), daB "slle Msnschen jeden Iwanges enthoben sein missen ..., und 2war
derart, dad in religidsen Dimgen niemand gezwungen werden darf. gegen sein Gewissen zu handeln,
und ¢af niemand daran gehindert werden darf. nach seinem Gewissen ... zu handeln "(Nr. 2). Dies
ist eine der Grundlagen, worauf der vom Konzil geforcerte jidisch-christliche Dialog beruht.

22. Das heikle Problem der Verantwortlichkelt fir Christi Tod mul in der Sichtweise von "Nostra
aetate". Nr. 4 und der "Richtlinien und Hinweise (ITI)" betrachtet warden. Was wihrend der
Passion begangen warden ist, kann man - so "Nostra setate®, Nr. & - "weder allen damals lebenden
Juden ohne Unterschied noch ¢en heutigen Juden zur Last legen, cbglelch die jidischen Obrigkelten
mit ihrea Anhdngern auf den Tod Christi gedrungen haben... Christus hat... in frelheit, um der
Sinden 3ller Measchen willen, sein lelden und seinen lod... auf sich gemommen™. Der Katechlsaus
des Konrils ven Tfrient lehrt im Gbrigen, daB die sindigen Christen mehr Schuld am Tode Christi
haten als dle paar Juden, die davei waren; diese "wuBtea™ in der Tat "nicht, was sie taten™ (Lk
23,34), wihrend wir unsererselts es nur zu gut wissen (pars I, caput VvV, quaestio XI). Auf
derselben Linie liegt der Grund dafir. daf "die Juden deswagen nlcht als von Gott verstoBen oder
verdammt dargestellt werden dirfen, als ob sich das aus’der Helﬂ'qen Schrift erqibe (MNostra
astate, ). auch wean es wahr ist, dad "die Klrche das neus Volk Gottes ist " (evd.).

23. Fir Juden und Christen ist die Bibel der feste Kern ihrer Liturgie: fir die Vertindiqung des
Wortes Gottes, die Antwort auf dleses Wort, das Lobgebet und die Firbitte fir die Lebenden und
fir die Toten, cen Rickgriff auf das gottliche Erbarmen. Der Wartgottesdienst hat selbst in
seinem Aufbau seinen Ursprung im Judentum. Das Stundengebet und andere liturgische Texte und
formeln haten ihre Parallelen im Judentum, genau so wie die Wendungen unserer verehrungswirdig-
sten Cebete, darunter das Vaterunser. Die eucharistischen Gebete lehnen sich ebenfalls an
Vorbilder der jidischen Tradition an. Wie Johannes Paul II. (Ansprache vom 6. Mirz 1982) es sagt:
"0er Glaube und das religidse Leben des jucdischen Volkes, ss wie sle auch jetzt noch bekannt und
gelebt wercen, (nGnnen) zim basseren Verstiadnis gewisser Aspekte des lebens “der- ¥lfthe ‘veitra-—
gen. Das trifft fir die (Lturgie zu...." ' :

2h. Dles zeigt sich besonders in dea grofen festen des liturgischen Janres, wle z.B. Ostern.
Christen und Juden felern das Pascha: das Pascha der Geschichte, in der Spannung auf dle Zukunft
hin.bei den Juden; bel den Christen im lcd und in der Auferstehung Christi vollendetes Pascha,
wenn auch immer in der Erwartung der endgiltigen Erfillung (s.o. Nr. 9). Auch das "Geddchtais",
mit spezifischem, in jedem einzelnen fall verschiedenem Inhalt, kommt aus der jidischen Tradition
2u uns. s gibt also auf beiden Seiten eine vergleichbare Dynamik. fir die Christen gibt sie der
Eucharistiefeler ihre Sinnrichtung (vgl. die Antiphon "0 sacrum convivium®): S§ie ist elns

Paschafeier und als solche eine Aktuslisierung der Vergangenheit, aber gelebt in der Erwartung.
"ois er kommt" (1 Kor 11,26). '

VI. Judentum und Christentum in der Geschichte

25. Dle Geschichte Israels ist mit dem Jahr 70 nicht zu Ende (vgl. Richt}inlen und Hinweise. [1),
Sle wird sich fortsetzen, besonders in siner zahlreichen Diaspora, dle es Israel erlaubt, das oft




heldenhafte leugnls selner Ireve zum einzigen Gott In dle ganze Welt zu tragen wnd "lhn la
Angesicht aller Lebenden zu verherrlichen™ (Tod 13,4) und dabel doch die Erinnerung an das Land
dar Viter lm Herzen selner Hoffnungen zu bewahren (seder pesah).

Dle Christen sind dazu aufgefordert, dlese religlise Bindung zu verstehen, dle In cer biblischen
Tracdition tief verwurzelt Ist. Sie sollen jedoch deswegen nlcht eine besondere religisse Inter-
protation dieser Beziehung v elgen machen (vgl. dle Erklirung der kathollschen Bischofskonferenz
der versiniaten Staaten vom 20. November 1975). Was dle [xistenz und dle politischen [atschel-
dungen des Staates Israel betrifft, so missen sle In einer Sichtwelse betrachtet werden, die
nicht in sich selbst rellglbs ist, sondern sich auf die allgemelnen Grunds3tze internatlonalen
fachts beruf.

Dar fortbestand Israels (wo doch so viele volker des Altertums spurlos verschwunden sind) ist
elne historische latsache und ein lelchen im Plan Gottes, das Ceutuna erhelscht. Auf jeden fall
mull man sich von der traditionellen Auffassung freimachen, wonach Israel ein bestraftss volk Lst,
aufgespart als letendes Argument fir dle christliche Apologetik. Es bleibt das auservihlte Volk,
"der ecle Oelbaun, auf den dle 7welge ces wilden Delbaums, die Helden, aufgepfropft warcen sind
(Johannes Paul II., am 6. Mirz 1982, unter Ansplelung auf rdm 11,17-24). Man wird In Crinnerung
rufen, wle negativ dle 3llanz cder Beziehungen zwischen Juden wnd Christen wihrend 2wel Jahrtau-
sencen gewesen ist. Man wird herausstellen. von wie grofler ununterbrochener gelstiger Schipfer-
kraft dlese Fortdauer I[sraels begleitet ist - in der rabbinlschen Epoche, im Mittelalter und in
der heuzelt -, ausgehend von einea Erbe, das wir lange Zslt gemeinsam hatten, und :war so sehr
gemeinsam, dal "cer Glaube und das religlgse Lelen des jidlschen Volkes, so wle sls auch jetzt
noch bekannt und gelebt werden, zum besseren Verstindnis gewlsser Aspekte des Lebeas der Kirche
beltragen®™ kannen (Johannes Paul II., am 6. Mirz 1982). Auf der anderen Selte mifte dle Katechese
dazu beltragen, die Beceutuna zu verstehen, welche die Ausrottung der Jucen wihrend der lahre
1939-1945 und deren folgen fir dlesslben hat. :

26. Erzlehung und Katechese missen sich mit dem Problem des Rassismus befassem, der 1In den
verschiedenen formen des Antisemitissus immer mitwlrkt, Das Konzil hat dleses Problem folaender-
maflen dargestellt: "[m Bewulitseln des [rbes, das sie mlt den Juden gemeinsam hat, beklagt die
Kirche, die alle Verfolgungen gegen lirgendwelche Menschen verwlrft. nlcht aus polltischen

Grinden, sondern auf Antriet der rellgiiser Uleve des Dvangellums 3lle isfiaustfaher Neorfolgungen -

und Manifestationen des Antlsesltlsnus, dle sich v Aepemusifer=ieit ind von ‘irgend jemandem
gegen dle Juth hatien™ (losiraaetate, 4). Dle "Richtlinien und Hinweise" erldutern

e Dies: "M 30 an dande und ¢le historischen Bezlehungen, dle die Klrche mit dem Judentum
verknipfen, verurtellen jedo form des Antisemitismus und der DUskriminlerung als dem Gelst des
Christentuns widerstreltend, wie sle ja bereits aufgrund der Wirde der menschlichen Person an und
fir slch verurteilt sind™ (finleltung).

¥11: Schluf

27. Dle religl¥se Unterwelsung, dle Katechese und dle Prediat missen nlcht nur zu Objektivitat,
Gerechtigkeit und Toleranz erzishen, sondern zum Verstindnis und zum Dlalog. Unsere beiden
Traditionen sind mitelnander so vervandt, dad sie von elnander Kenntnls nehmen missen. Man muf
gegenseltige Kenntnis auf allen Ebenen fBréern. Instesondere mul man peinliche Unkenntnis der
Geschichte und der Traditionen des Judentums feststellen; nur dle negativen und oft verzerrten
Aspexte desselben schelnen zum 2llgemeinen Schulsack vleler Christen zu qehdren. Dem wollen diese
Binwelse abhelfen. So wird es leichter ssin, den lext des Konzils und dle "Richtlinien und
Hinweise™ getreulich in die Praxis umzusetzen”.

— - - -
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THE RECENTLY -issued Vitican
document concerning Jews and
Judinsm, the third ina series of such
stutements since Vatican 1. drew an
anpry response from some Israelis
(**Retreat by the Vatican,” by Geof-
frey Wigoder - July 6, 1985) and
from the Jewish body that deals with
the Vatican on such matters.

The International Jewish Com-
mitice for Interreligions Consulta-
tions (IJCIC) - comprised of the
American Jewish Committee, the
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai
B'rith, the Israel Interfinth Commit-
tec, the Synagogue Council of
America, and the World Jewish
Congresy — issued an official critique
ol the Catholic document One of its
major complants was the failure of
the document to ascribe to the State
of Israel religious significance for
Cathuolics.

The documeant, “*Notes on the
Correct Way to Present Jews and
Judaism in Preaching the Catechesis
in the Romaun Catholic Church,”
clearly recognizes the Jewish attach-
ment to the Land. and Chnistians are
imvited 0 understand this religious
attachment and its roots in biblical
tradition. Catholics, the document
states, are to see modern Israel “and
its political options._. not in a per-
spective which is in itself religious,
butin their reference to the common
principles of intermational law.™

The: Amencun Jewish Cangress,
in its own response to the Catholic
document. did not touch on this
point. That silence is not an omis-
sion. Rather. it is the result of @
fundamental disagreement with the
view shared by the Jewish organiza-
tions making up UCIC, a disagree-
ment that deserves some elabora-
ton.

It is difficult to avoid noting the
irony of a group of Jewish organiza-
tional representatives and scholars -
some of whuose members do nol
ascribe religious significance to any-
thing - criticszing the Roman Catho-
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Rome and J erusalem:
e religious meaning

By HENRY SIEGMAN

lic Church for its fuilure (o espouse
views they themselves reject,

AMONG religiously-committed
Jews, the question of the religious
significance of the State of [yracl is
far from settled. There are those vn
the religious right who not only do
not ascribe religious meaning to the
State of Israel, but believe that it is
an anti-religious phenomenon. This
is true not only of the Netrei Karta,
but of some mure moderate Ortho-
dox Jews identified with Agudat
Isracl. I, T

There are many religious Jews
who believe the rebirth of Jewish
political independence in the Land
of Isracl to be the beginning of an
eschatological process, i.c., diuwn of
redemption. Other equally rehipious
Jews ure, al best, uncertain about
Israel’s eschutological significance.
While for most religious Jews the
return of the Jews 1o their ancestral
homeland is clearly an act of divine
providence, that would not neces-
sarily imply religious significance for
the state.

For believing Jews, the Land of
Isracl has a special sacredness and its
relationship to the people of Israclis
grounded in biblical promise. Signi-
ficantly, the Catholic statement
takes note of that fact, The Bible
does not speah insimilar terms about
the relationship of other lands to
other peoples.

Yet, the special sanctity of the
L.and of Israel and the biblical prom-

ises do not necessarily translate into
a special religious status for the secu-
lar instrumentality that is the State of
Israel. This view is held by most Jews
and it s theretore absurd not 1o
expeet that the Catholic Church
holds it, as well.

Moreover. Chnistianity. which has
been defined by its belief that it
would “displace™ Jews as the people
of God, accepts that the promises of
the Hebrew Scriptures are to be
understood in a new light, one that
must now also accommaodate o new
“choosing™ and a new pcuplc of
G,

AL the very least, this ("hrl».lmn
self-defimtion may make it impossi-
ble for the Church to affirm as
Christian doctrine the contemporary
relipious significance of the Land of
Isracl, while respecting the fact that
it holds such religious meaning in
Jewish doctrine.

For these reasons, the BCIC (and
Wigoder in his opinion picce) made
no sense by insistng that the Catho-
lic Church had betrayed us dialogue
with the Jewish uimbrella commitiee
when the Church failed to atiribute
religious significance to modern
Istuel,

It 1s a position that should be
rejected on theological and other
grounds, for it leaves the Jewish
community open to the suggestion
that it needs to have the central
alfirmations of its fuith confirmed by
others.

JUDAISM IS in need of respectful

and sympathelic unch.:sl.mdmg by
people of other faiths. Juduism can
be enriched, both spiritually and
intellectually, by an open and hanest
dialogue across religious lines

However, Judaism does not need
vahdation of its faith by others. That
can only come from within Jewish
life and thought, not from outside.

Jewish theology gives no special
weight to Christian acknowledge-
ment that the Sinaitic covenant was
not abrogated. but this does not
denigrate Christiamity,

Simularly, it is inappropriate lor
Jews to insist on the special rooted-
ness of Christian faith in Judasm, A
genuine Christian self-
understanding which affirins this re-
lationship 1o Judaism can emerge
ouly from within Christiamity

The Vatican document’s sugges-
tion that Catholics view the State of
Isracl in the perspective of “common
primciples of international Jaw™ is
pnci:cly cortect, Indeed, even fiom

a Jewish perspective, it is by far the
most desirable stance for Cuthylics
and ather religous gloups to take

Whatever doctrinal significance -
positive or negative - belieyers artri-
bute to political sovereigntivs, that
sigmficance should play no role
whatever in the seculur, internation-
al arena of a religiously-pluralistic
waorld. Tn that arena, only common
principles of international law
should apply.

Onve international relations are

- A PRARE S T

opened 1o theological considera-
tions, why should Jewish docirine
carry more weight than Islamic or
Russian Orthodox doctnne? Fur-
thermore, Jewish theological doc-
trines do not command majority sup-
part among the peoples of the world.

WHEN EARLY Zionists sought
Chnstian support for their program-
me, one pape explicitly refused to
grant that support on theological
grounds, The proper — and only -
answer to that refusal was that Jew-
ish national aspirations must be
judged by common principles of in-
ternational law, not by the stapdards
of Catholic theology,

In a rehigiously-pluralistic world,
religious considerations must neces-
surnly remain irrelevant. A political
entity that cannot base its case on
commuon principles of inlernational
law can hardly expect to do so in the
international political arena on
sectanian religious principles.

The unbroken attachment of
Jews, at all times and in all lands of
the dispersion, to the |.and of Israel
is a historical, “secular™ fact. The
biblical promises and the centrality
of land in Jewish theology explain
this stubborn tenacity. The claim to
the geography of [sracl in the secu-
lar, international arena, however, is
bused on history. not on theology.

There can be lepitimate differ-
ences over whether the new Catholic
document represents an advance in
the Catholic Church's attitude to-
wittds Jews and Judaism  On the
question of whether Catholicism
assigns a salvific stutus to Judaism,
the document is far less forthcoming
than are indisidual Cathohie theolo-
pians who have represented the
Vaticanin its dialogue with the Jews.

But with respect to the docu-
ment’s statements on the subject of |
the religious meaning of the State o!
Isruel, the critics have no case.

The writer is the executive director of
the American Jewish Congress.
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ROME AND JERUSALEM

To the Editor of The Jerusaiem Post

Sur. — Henry Siegman in his thought-
ful articie. “Rome and Jerusaiem:
the religious meaning” (September
2) suggests that in writing about the
recent Vatican document. | was con-
cerned with the Catholic attitude to
the modern State of Israel.

In fact, 1 wrote about the theolo-
gical aspect of the Jewish link to the
land. Thisis connected with the basic
question of whether the Catnolic
Church recognizes the conunuing
validitv of God's Covenant with
Israel. The document is ambivalent
on this issue bul. on the positive side.
cites with approval a statement by
the Pope calling the Jews “the peo-
plz of God of the Old Covenant
which huas never been revoked " As
one of the fundamental aspects of
that Covenant was the promse of
the Land of Israel 10 the Jews, this
connection should theretore be of

45

Jeligious significance not only for
Jews (which the document men-
tions }. but also for Chnsuans (which
the document denies ). ¢

This fact may not be important for
Jewish selt-understanding or tor in-
ternauonal relanons. but it 15 an
aspect that could be constructively
interwoven into Catholic teaching,
which is the object of the document.
The issue was put most clearly in a
London Times editonial: *'The docu-
ment contains a most positive senti-
ment towards the Jews, wnose far-
reaching sigmficance has hardiy vet
been grasped on either side. 1115 the
doctnne that the Covenant between
God and the Jews has not been
abrogated...What is 10 be expiored
15 if tne concept of "Chosen People™
1s still valid in Catholic teaching. why
not also the concept of “Promised

Land™?  GEOFFREY WIGODER
Jerusalem.
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WHY THE ‘NOTES’' WERE DISAPPOINTING

Jews & Catholics:
taking stock

JUDITH BANKI &
ALAN L. MITTLEMAN

NJUNE 24, 1985 — twenty years after the historic concil-
o iar *‘Declaration on the Relations of the Church to
Non-Christian Religions'' (Nostra Aetate)
can issued a set of ‘*'Notes on the Correct Way to Present the
Jews and Judaism in Preaching and Catechesis in the Catholic
Church.”’ Immediately, the **Notes'" drew sharp criticism
from leading Jewish organizations. Their reception was ac-
companied by acute disappointment. Why did the Jewish
leaders react in so critical a manner? An educated reader of an
article in the New York Times (June 25). noting that the
Vatican statement emphasizes the ‘‘Jewish roots of Chris-

===

JUDITH BANKI is associate national director of the The American
Jewish Commitee and the editor of the Commitiee's Inter-religious
Newsletter. RABBI ALAN L. MITTLEMAN is program specialist of
interreligious affairs for The American Jewish Committee. Both have
written widely on various aspects of Jewish-Christian relations.

— the Vati-

tianity,"”* condemns anti-Semitism, and calls for **objectivity,
justice. and tolerance’’ might well have asked, **What in the
world do the Jews want?™”

What, indeed? The question can only be answered by under-
standing both the long and potent tradition of Christian anti-
Semilism and the progress made in recent decades in confront-
ing and correcting the teachings which fed that tradition. After

‘World War 11, provocative theological works by the Jewish

scholar Jules Isaac and by Catholics such as Paul Demann set
the stage for a searching reconsideration of fundamental is-
sues. The 1950s and 1960s saw the undertaking, through the
initiative of the American Jewish Committee, of landmark
Protestant and Catholic textbook “*self-studies’” in the United
States and Europe which documented the extent of anti-Jewish
prejudice in teaching materials. The consolidation of these
trends into a directed international movement for change in
Catholic-Jewish relations occurred during the Second Vatican
Council.

The council set forth the great themes of a new encounter

between Catholics, indeed between all Christians, and Jews.
(Continued on page 466)
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Nostra Aetare affirms that “'Abraham’s stock’™ and the
**people of the New Covenant’ are not strangers to one
another. rather they are linked by a mysterious “spmrual
bond."’ The church continually *‘draws sustenance™* from the
root that is the people Israel. Given this abiding linkage, this
common ‘‘spiritual patrimony,”* the council urged that
“‘mutual respect and understanding’" prevail. It envisioned
that such respect would flow from joint biblical and theologi-
- cal studies and ‘‘brotherly dialogues."’

The council laid out some principles which greatly facili-
tated the pursuit of these goals. First, it affirmed that the death
of Jesus *‘cannot be blamed upon all the Jews then living,
without distinction, nor upon the Jews of today.”” **The Jews
should not be presented as rejected or cursed by God. . . ."" In
one decisive sweep, the council rejected the pernicious, mis-
conceived accusation of deicide which, more than any other
misconception, led to Christendom’s legacy of fratricide.

The council also took note of the Jewishness of Jesus and of
the founders of early Christianity. Attention to the Jewish
foundations of the church — a fact too easily obscured in the
course of history — provided fertile subject matter for the
joint-scholarly ventures recommended by the council.

These were auspicious beginnings. Although Nostra Aetare
was significantly weaker in its final text than in earlier drafts, it
nevertheless initiated a process which has forged a new Catho-
lic tradition vis a vis Jews and Judaism. The tender shoots of
this new tradition have emerged from dialogues, conferences,
and scholarly studies; they have been nourished by networks of
ongoing communication. Its fruits are evident in powerful
declarations of national episcopal conferences, including the
French, the Swiss, the American, the German, and the Brazi-
lian.

Obviously, one cannot do justice to the depth and range of
these disparate statements, forged over the course of almost
twenty years; but they went further than Nostra Aetate in
empathy and historical sensitivity and, taken together, reflect
trends enormously heartening to Jews: a genuine expression of
esteem for Jews and Judaism; a call for Christians to listen to
how Jews define themselves; an admission of the anti-Judaic
legacy of Christian theology and a commitment to reformula-
tions; a call for Catholics to understand Jewish attachment to
the State of Israel and the religious significance of Israel for
Jews (while not necessarily accepting these positions as their
own); a vision of Catholics and Jews as two pilgrim peoples
**‘on the march.'” Added to this roster of progress, at least two
study papers, probing theological aspects of Catholic-Jewish
relations, suggested that the church should abandon efforts to
convert Jews. A 1973 study paper of the National Catholic

Commission for Relations with the Jews, Belgium, declared:

“*To insist that the church has taken the place of the Jewish
people as salvific institution is a facile interpretation. . . . The
Jewish people is the true relative of the Church, not her rival
or & minority to be assimilated.'* A 1977 Vatican study paper
by Professor Thomasso Frederici also renounced proselytiza-
tion understood as coercion or manipulation and spelled out
the church’s commitment to dialogue. These study papers

were not doctrinally authoritative, but they seemed to point to
the direction in which Catholic theological thought was devel-
oping.

Against this background, and on the basis of their own
experience in Catholic-Jewish dialogue, Jews had every rea-
son to expect that the Vatican “*Notes"* would be an unambigi-
ous step forward toward mutual recognition as well as mutual
esteem. Indeed, the * ‘Notes'’ do make several steps in the right
direction, but they also appear to take more than a few steps
backward.

NE OF THE considerable frustrations in evaluating this doc-

ument lies in its schizoid nature. From a Jewish perspec-
tive, progressive affirmations in one section are undercut by
regressive formulations in other sections. Inherently con-
tradictory theological views of Judaism are papered aver by
expressions of noble intention. Speculation as to how the
*‘Notes’” were formulated, edited, and finalized is, perhaps,
fruitless, but the document appears to reflect a mg-of-war
between two incompatible mind-sets towards Jews.

On the positive side, the **Notes'" affirm that *‘the Jews and
Judaism should not occupy an occasional and marginal place
in catechesis: Their presence there is essential and should be
organically integrated. "’ This *‘presence’” is not that of a relic:
Jews are a “‘still living reality,’" whose permanence in history,
‘‘accompanied by a continuous. spirirual fecundity,”” is
sign to be interpreted within God's design.’’ The acknowl-
edgement of the vital, faithful existence of the Jews from
antiquity to modern times is an important mn-ective to earlier
teachings.

The section on the Jewish roots of Christianity should be
particularly helpful to teachers and preachers. The **Notes™’
describe formative Judaism as a rich, diversified religion
within which Jesus’ life and work find a natural home. The
historical record is set straight on the much maligned
Pharisees. Beliefs and practices which Jesus and Paul shared
with the Pharisees are specified in detail. If Jesus is severe
toward them, ‘‘it is because he is closer to them than to other
contemporary Jewish groups.” The **Notes’" make plain that
many of the anti-Jewish references of the Gospels *‘have their
historical context in conflicts between the nascent church and
the Jewish community . . . long after the time of Jesus."

Without doubt, this framework is a valuable step forward in
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Catholic-Jewish relations. Although these themes appear in
earlier documents, the *‘Notes'’ develop them in an intensive
and heuristic way.

What is given by one hand, however, is taken back by the
other. Almost every attempt in the ‘‘Notes’ to provide some
independent theological space for Jews and Judsism is coun-

tered by the reassertion of a traditional stance with which the

new insights seem to be incompatible. Thus, in one section,
‘‘the permanence of Isrsel” is providential (*'a sign to be
interpreted within God's design”’); in another, **Church and
Judaism cannot then be seen as two parallel ways of salvation
and the church must witness to Christ as the redeemer of
all. . . .”" The ““Notes’’ clearly assert that Israel *‘remains a
chosen people.’” But if one searches them to find in what
Jewish chosenness consists, only one explicit reason is given:
“‘to prepare the coming of Christ . . . notwithstanding their
difficulty in recognizing in him their Messish.”* (Much evi-
dence of good will in the **Notes’" notwithstanding, this pre-
paratory function is the only reason explicity given for Catho-
lics *‘to appreciate and love™ Jews.) Reflective of the same
approach, the complex parting of the ways between the young
church and the Jews is reduced to a simple *‘sad fact'': the
failure of Jews to believe in Jesus.

In one section, Jewish and Christian liturgical practices are
compared in a balanced and objective manner: **‘Christians and
Jews celebrate the Passover: the Jews, the historic Passover
looking toward the future; the Christians, the Passover accom-
plished in the death and resurrection of Christ . .- ."" Fair
enough. In another section, however, ‘‘the Exodus . . . repre-
sents an experience of salvation and liberation that is not
complete in itself. . . . Salvation and liberation are already
accomplished in Christ and gradually realized by the sacra-
ments in the church. ' Is this a statement that transmits Jewish
self-understanding to Catholics?

After stating that Jews should *‘define themselves in the

-light of their own religious experience,’” the “‘Notes’’ im-
mediately proceed to define the Jews in the light of traditional
categories (e.g. promise and fulfillment) which tie Judaism to
a procrustean bed of theological suppositions. By implication
Judaism is presented as a failed religion. Judaism fails to save
its adherents, fails to understand its Scriptures, fails to accept
its Messiah. Its central and formative events (e.g. the Exodus)
arc incomplete. These manifestations of supersessionism sub-
vert the intention of the ‘‘Notes™” to learn and teach how the
Jews define themselves, and reflect a strong triumphalist cast.
It is no wonder that Jews expressed disappointment with the
document.

What is most disappointing about the **Notes™* is precisely
their failure to convey to Catholics *‘those essential traits'* by
which the Jews define themselves. The two great orienting
events of modern Jewish experience — the Holocaust and the
creation of the State of Israel — are given short shrift. The
**Notes™ appear to empty both events of a possible religious
meaning for Christians. Moreover, what is unique to Judaism
and to Jewish experience tends to get smothered by the
“Notes'’ under the blanket of our ‘‘common spiritual pat-

rimony.'" In an otherwise excellent passage calling for coop-
eration in the pursuit of social justice, human rights, and
intemational reconciliation, Jews and Christians are said to
have *’one same memory and one common hope in him who is
master of history.” Without prejudice to whatever we may
share in hope, Jews have a very different memory from Catho-
lics. As Rev. Edward Flannery has said, Jews have learnt by
heart those pages which Christians have tom from their history
books.

These substantive problems aside, what probably most dis-
tressed the Jewish partners-in-dialogue with the Vatican com-
mission was the lack of opportunity to respond to the **Notes""
prior to their publication. Not all, but many of the objections to
the document might have been resolved had there been consul-
tation. In an attempt to calm troubled waters, Msgr. Jorge
Mejia, Secretary of the Vatican Commission on Religious
Relations with the Jews, issued a press statement concurrently
with the publication of the ‘‘Notes.”* He specifically denied
that the *‘Notes'" intend to depict the Jewish people as super-
seded: *‘Of course, they can and should . . . draw salvific gifts
from their own traditions.”’ In an empathetic and forthright
statement on the Holocaust, he noted its significance for Chris-
tians as well as for Jews. These clarifications are helpful; it’s a
pity they weren’t part of the original document.

How will the **Notes"" affect the progress of Catholic-
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Jewish relations? As with previous documents, much will
depend on how they are implemented. Clearly, they provide
rich opportunities for new advances in education and new
insights in preaching. Do they also, as some Jews fear, repre-
sent aretreat to a pre-Vatican II theology of Jews and Judaism?
The latter would seem unlikely in the light of two decades of
scholarly advance and human interaction, but there are enough
suggestions-toward doctrinal retrenchment in the *‘Notes'" to
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justify Jewish concern:

Screen
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LIVING DEAD

EASTWOOD & THE YUPPIES

tion at its release was whether or not it could ‘revive the
Western,”" one of Hollywood'’s currently moribund
genres. No one, perhaps, expected how literal Eastwood's
attempt at revivification would be. The film, which Eastwood
wrote and directed himself, attempts artificial respiration by
breathing new life into the plots of several past masterpieces,
particularly Shane and High Noon. But the effort fails and the
result is a corpse — somber, imposing, and lifeless.
Appropriately perhaps, a corpse also dominates the plot of
Pale Rider. Less through dialogue than cinematography, the
suggestion is persistently made that the central character,
Eastwood's ‘*mysterious stranger,”’ has returned to life as a
quasi-religious avenger (sometimes garbed as a preacher) to
punish past misdeeds of the film's villains. Eastwood rides
down from the mountains at the opening of Pale Rider, and
ascends the mountains at the end; throughout, with contrived
camera shots, he seems to materialize from the thin Sierra air
itself. When Eastwood first reaches a camp of poor, honest
miners under siege from local thugs, his approach is prefaced
by a reading from Apocalypse on the ‘‘pale horseman named
Death” — hence, the title of the film. Pale Rider is no
ordinary shoot-em-up; it does reach for a **message* beyond
sheer action. But while ascending the high ridge that separates
hokey mysticism from true grandeur, Eastwood loses traction.
Eastwood's pastiche of previous films praduces more bore-
dom than tension. For example, in evoking Shane and High
Noon, he borrows the grit of their heroes but none of their
sense of conflict or doubt about the eventual outcome of their
battles. From High Noon, Eastwood steals frequent shots of
orainous-looking railroad tracks, and a closing gunfight se-
quence where, much like Gary Cooper, his mysterious
stranger uses the nooks and crannies of a Western town to
outwit a gang of bad guys. There is none of Cooper's fear,
however, which gave his silent bravery its nervy edge. From
Shane, Eastwood borrows the core of his plot, transforming its
struggle of nesters versus ranchers to a conflict between folksy

cum EASTWOOD's Pale Rider is a stiff. The major ques-

miners and a big-time capitalist trying to monopolize land
claims. But Eastwood's mysterious stranger shares none of
Alan Ladd's reluctance to take up guns to solve the issue. In
short, Eastwood plagiarizes from the classics but shortchanges
the humanity of the characters.

Even his innovations make this evident, particularly the
substitution of a young woman (Sydney Penney) for the linle
boy whose heartfelt cry, *‘Shane, come back!"’ provided one
of the most powerful and ambiguous conclusions to any West-
ern. In Shane the pathos of this scene rests on the child’s
infuitive understanding that his mother had fallen in love with
the mysterious stranger. In Pale Rider, however, this subtlety
is lost: with the young woman, as well as her mother (Carrie
Snodgrass), in love with Eastwood, there is no ambivalence
toward him, only a kind of universal sexual worship.

The on-location cinematography by Bruce Surtees is often
superb. With the late autumnal footage of golden aspens and
the constant shag rug of early snow, many scenes are enough to
chill one to the bone. On the other hand, there is too frequent
use of chiaroscuro to contrast good and evil for the sake of the
parable; during some prolonged night-time takes, the film is
simply hard to see. One is forced to strain — like the miners,
apparently — toread the intentions of the mysterious stranger.
But this crude example of the imitative fallacy merely under-
scores the inflated seriousness, almost narcissism, in which
Eastwood cloaks his hero. i

In truth, what Pale Rider lacks most is mystery, or at least
some uncertainty, about the hero's powers. Eastwood can
convey depth, unlike some of the strong-and-silent actors now
popular (Sylvester Stallone, Chuck Norris, or Amold Schwar-
zenegger), he is able to project interiority, if only by seeming
to embody an outrage that he is honor-bound to avenge. With
stylized gestures and menacing glances, Eastwood preserves
in Pale Rider the feel of the samurai film on which his earlier
*‘spaghetti Westerns"' (High Plains Drifter, or The Good, the

Bad, and the Ugly) were based. Here he also does a classic
samurai bit with a hickory stick. But he has written himself
into a position of stale omnipotence. His victory is so predicta-
ble, the film lacks any suspense. The only pleasure it can-
provide is the fun of watching the bad guys get it.

Eastwood has made a second career for himself in recent
years by providing such pleasure in his *‘Dirty Harry'" series
of detective films (Dirty Harry, Magnum Force, and Tight-
rope), but their electricity is missing in Pale Rider, perhaps
for an ironic reason. What gave these films power was the
brutal, half-truthful way that they pointed out the defects of
contemporary jurisprudence. Dirty Harry regularly collared
sadistic thugs sprung from jail by lenient judges and hired-gun
defense lawyers. When he held his .38 to the skull of one such
lawbreaker (‘*Go ahead, make my day,’* Dirty Harry dared),
Eastwood struck a very raw American nerve.

The *‘mysterious stranger’’ in Pale Rider expresses invin-
cibility not anger, and his passionlessness belies the film's
attempt to moderate Eastwood's political image. On the sur-
face, Pale Rider is populist, with Eastwood rousing the
small-time miners to protect their economic rights against
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MEMORANDUM

TO: - Members of IJCIC

FROM: Henry D. Michelman

RE: Summary of September 5, 1985 IJCIC Meeting
DATE: September 11, 1985 |
Attendance:

The following members of IJCIC were present at the
meeting: Rabbi Herbert Baumgard, Mr. Herbert Berman,
Rabbi Irwin Blank, Rabbi Balfour Brickner, Mr.
Warren Eisenberg, Mr. Mark Friedman, Rabbi Wolfe
Kelman, Rabbi Henry D. Michelman, Rabbi A. James
Rudin, Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, Rabbi Mordecai Waxman
and Rabbi Walter S. Wurzburger.

I Vatican Notes:
[JCIC should acknowledge Brockway's cr1t1c1sm of
the Vatican Notes.

IT 1JCIC/Vatican October Meeting:
Rabbi Wurzburger felt 1t 1s counterproductive to
create the 1mage that the Notes reflect a setback
and to make a public issue out of this. The '
Vatican is not about to recant. The Liaison Com-
mittee should press for initiatives. Rabbi Kelman
felt that a "Jewish critique" is appropriate.

i5 committed toc the October meeting. Rabbi
enbaum felt we should examine how to continue
to react to the Notes, because Waxman/Willebrand

5L€H-S€. o 74 correspondence acknowledges that the Notes will
Lzcic Wwee be a significant part of the agenda. So far,
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Christian reaction has been stronger than the
Jewish reaction. Herbert Berman suggested that

we should indicate to the Vatican that the meetlng
will depend on the agenda.

Does the Vatican agreement to discuss

Question:
the Notes indicate that the Vatican is open to
change? Tanenbaum pointed out that the Pope

recognizes the difficulties with Ratzinger's
views. We must not undermine the position taken

by those Catholics who are on our side. IJCIC

should discuss the implications of the ”i’umbling‘l
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of the Pope in Morocco on Jerusalem. The Muslims should not be the
only ones arguing about the status of Jerusalem. IJCIC should sup-
port the liberal forces in the church.

Kelman suggested three items of concern to Jews and liberal
Catholics:

(a) The place of Jews in Catholic theology;

(b) The Vatican Notes;

(c) The Pope's statement on Jerusalem.

Waxman suggested that we should continue to stress the fact that
[JCIC was not consulted on the Notes which were developed outside
of the dialogue process. Mark Friedman suggested that regional and
local studies of the.guidelines within the Catholic community might
offer the opportunity for introducing our thinking.

In regard to the status of Israel, Wurzburaer said that it is
unrealistic to expect a revision of Catholic theology. However,
we do have the right to demand of the Vatican more support of
Israel in light of its isolation.

Preparations for the IJCIC/Vatican Meeting - Discussion of the
Presentors:

The IJCIC chairman should make the presentation for IJCIC on the
Notes - - if it is decided that the Notes should remain as the
central 1tem on the agenda.

If the IJCIC chairman decides not to take this role, he is
authorized to invite Wigoder to make this presentation. Other pos-
sible presentors: Talmon, past IJCIC chairman, but he does.not
have a constituency; Jacob Agus; & scholar from one of the
seminaries; Halperin.

850th Anniversary of Maimonides: '

IJCIC has been 1nvited to participate in the Vatican celebration.
it was agreed that 1JCiC should not participate if plans have
already been set by the Vatican. <

ADL Proposal for Revising 1JCIC Bylaws: s

Warren Eisenberg reported for the president and executive-gice
president of B'nai B'rith: -

(a) B'nai B'rith opposes any changes in the current bylaws.
(b) B'nai B'rith intends to remain a member of I1JCIC.

A motion was accepted that IJCIC takes note of B'nai B'rith's
position and will take no further action until B'nai B'rith/ADL
differences are worked out.
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1JCIC/WCC Meeting:
ADL opposes and will not participate. B'nai B'rith has no objection

to IJCIC/WCC meeting. Herbert Berman suggested that this meeting be
subject to the agenda. Marc Tanenbaum referred to the idealogical
orientation of the WCC as "pro-PLO and anti-Jewish interests." He
heard that the Jews attending WCC/Latin American Jewish meeting were
not pleased. IJCIC must find a way to communicate our problems

with IJCIC/WCC relations.

Waxman reported on the Riegner/Halperin analysis of the WCC - - that
the potential for relationships is good now. Eisenberg reported on
his work with SCA Washington representative Rabbi Irwin Blank in the
Middle East Staff Councils in Washington and agreed with Tanenbaum's
characterization of the WCC. Tanenbaum said that we should ask the
WCC what it wants to talk to us about and get a proposal from them.
Herbert Berman and Marc Tanenbaum will evaluate the WCC proposal and
report to IJCIC. Riegner and Halperin are to be asked to seek an
agenda from WCC. _ S0y

I1JCIC/Anglican Meeting:

IJCIC is committed to the meeting, but req01res a reformulation of
the topics. Leon Feldman will speak to Solomon about the proposed
topics. Wurzburger, Brickner and Blank will prepare a proposal for
the Anglican meeting, which will include the issue of religious
fanaticism in the Middle East - - since the Anglicans have a growing
dialogue with the Muslims. ,

Next IJCIC Meeting:
The next IJCIC meeting will be on Thursday, October 10, 9:00 a.m.-,

at the SCA offices.

)
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September 15, 1985

Dear 1JCIC Member :

* By

Please find enclosed the Hinutes of the last
meeting, held on October 10, 1985.

Under sepsraté.ccver, you — received the
detailsland relevant information about the
forthcoming IJCIC/VaticanlLiaison Committee
meeting in-Rome, October 2?,.aéd 28-30, 1985

respectively.

_THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1985 at 9.00 a.m.,.

-

IMPORTANT :

The next meeting of IJCIC will be on

in the offices of the Synagbgue Council,

(entrance through 136 East 39th Street, corner

Lgxingfon Avenue).

Sincerely yours,

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman
Chairman

Dr. Leon A. Feldman
Consultant



I1JCIC Meeting - October 10, 1985

Present:
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman - Chairman, IJCIC

Judy Banki - AJC

Rabbi Balfour Brickner
Anette Daum - UAHC

Dr. Leon A. Feldman

Mark Friedman - WIC

Rabbi Gilbert Klaperman
Rabbi Henry D. Michelman - SCA
Rabbi Michel Monson - BB .
Dr. Zacharia Schuster - AJC
Israel Singer - WJC

Rabbi Binyamin Walfish
Rabbi Walter S. Wurzburger

1. Israel Interfaith Association - Request for financial support:
The IIA claims that Israel Government does not subsidize its activitiies
and the efforts to enlist assistance have not been successful, thus en-
dangering IIA's continued existence,.

Singer indicated that for the last 10 years WJIC has provided 1/3 of the

IIA budget, amounting to $15,000 per annum. He stated categorically that,
unless IJCIC's constituent organizations will share in supporting IIA,

WJC would give serious consideration to discontinue its contribution
towards the ITA budget.

In the discussion it was pointed out that the Israel Government takes
the position of speaking on behalf of the 'entire' Jewish people, and

did not fully appreciate the valuable interfaith activities of IIA. The
Ministry of Religions, the Foreign Office and other relevant government
agencies claim not to have funds for the IIA programs. No proper pub-
lic relations efforts have been undertaken to involve banks and other
areas of the Israeli public in recognizing the IIA's contribution in fur-
thering inter-religious concerns, which would bring about funding from
those sources * :

The consensus was that no support should be forthcoming from IJCIC,
unless the Israel Government became involved in the budgetary needs
of IIA. -IJCI(ﬁwi]l make representation to the Israel Government on
behalf of IIA. IIA will be urged to turn for support to the Israel
Government.

Singer indicated, however, that, in light of the present situation, WJC
would be inclined to continue its subvention to IIA for 1986 only,
taking into consideration the re-writing of IJCIC's status vis-a-vis IIA.



Page 2 - IJCIC Meeting - October 10, 1985

Waxman urged for reconsideration of the IIA request for at least the

coming year in order to prevent the curtailment of IIA's program activities.

The amount to be contributed by IJCIC member organizations to be
worked out after involvement of the Israel Government and the results
of the proposed fundraising campaign.

2. I1JCIC /Vatican Liaison Committee Meeting in Rome:
Feldman presented the following details (in summary):

Meetings of the IJCIC /Vatican Liaison Committee in Rome, October 27 and
28-30. 1985, respectively: -

1. The caucus of the IGCIC delerates and speakers will
take place on Sunday (late afternoon) on October 27th.
t is of great importance that there should be full atten-
dance as the direction of the discussions will be estab-
lished ior the deliberations with the Vatican Liaison
Committee.

2. Hote! reservations have been made in Hotel de la
Nazioni. Via Poli 7 (near Trevi Fountain). Tel. (2¢-{)476-2441.

3. Meetings of the IJCIC /Vatican Liaison Committee will
be held, peginninc Mondav morning, October 28th at the
Secretariat' of the Commission for Religious Relations
with the Jews.

4. Kosher meals: During the sessions. luncheon meals
(under supervision of the Rom ¢ Fabbinate) will be
served: in case there are official eveninp sessions,
dinner will be served as well. At the same time. efforts
arc being made to arrange for evening meals for all
participants on those evenings when no formual sessions
are scheduled. Otherwise, evening meoals must be re-
served in advance at the Jewish Orphanage, Via Arco de
Ptolomei ] (near the Jewish schools, located on the 'other!
side of the Tiber}. Tel. 5&-00-539, :

5. It 1s important to note that the Vatican has invited some
30 leading churchmen. and has thus verraded the lr“noriance-of
the IJCIC/Vadcan Liaison Committee discussions. The
group includes the iollowing: )
Ex officio: -Cardinal Willebrands, Msgr. Dupuy, Msgr.
Mejia, Salzman.




Page 3 - IJCIC Meeting - 'October 10, 1985
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Liaison Committee: Msgr. McGrath. Msgr. -Mahon, Dubois, Dupuy,
Fisher. Tozato.
Ad hoc: Cardinals Etchegaray, Martini, Rossano, Msgr. Riva,
Monsegvo Passinya (President, Bishops Conference of Zaire),
Mugavero, F. Kaczynski (Dean, Law Faculty, University of
San Tomaso), F. Marcello Zago (Secretariat for Non-Christians),
Le Deaut, Prof. Mussner, A. Crolius, Frederici, Fumagoli,
Dr. Porthuis (Holland), F. Thomas Michel (Specialist on Islam)},
Sisters McGrath and Sedawie (both from SIDIC), and Sophia Cavaletti.

6. The tentative program emerges as follows:

Mondav, Oct.28, 1985: all day sessions devoted to a review of the last
twenty vears since Nosira Aetate.
Tuesday. Oct.29, 1985: all day sessions devoted to a review of the 'Notes'.
Wednesd..Oct. 30, 1985: continuation of the above, and also Regional Reports.

7. The following speakers have been scheduled:

Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner -WJC- Review of last twenty years since Nostra Aetate.
Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder -IIA- Review of the 'Notes’.

Israel Singer -WJC- A Diaspora View Towards the Future.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum -AJC- Regional Report: North America.

Chief Rabbi Pynchas Brener -Caracas-- Latin America.

Dr. Ernst L. Ehrlich ~-BB- Europe. :

Rabbi Dr. Emanuel Rackman -IIA- lsrael.

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman -IJCIC- The Future of Jewish-Christian Relations.

8. -The IJCIC delegation, in addition to the speakers (listed in #7). includes
the following: (subject to changes) :

Fritz Becker (Rome) WJC

Rabbi Bernheim (Paris) (representing Grand Rabbin Prof. Dr. R.S. Sirat)
Rabbi Balfour Brickner (N.Y.) SCA '
Warren Eisenberg (Wash.D.C.) BB 7

Prof. Leon A. Feldman (N.Y.) SCA

Mark Friedman (N.Y.) WIC

Grand Rabbin Gutman(Brussels)

Prof. Jean Halperin (Geneva) WJIC

Rabbi Wolfe Kelman (New York) WIC

Rabbi Gilbert Klaperman (Lawrence, N.Y.) RCA
Chief Rabbi Heszel Klepfisz (Panama)

Gerald Kraft (Wash.D.C.) BB

Professor Emanuel Levinas (Paris)

Rabbi Nathan P. Levinson (Heidelberg) ?

Rabbi Dr. Jordan Pearlson (Toronto) WJIC

Rabbi Alexander H. Shapiro (South Orange, N.J.) RA
Rabbi Dr. Norman Solomon (U.K.)

Rabbi Jack J. Stern, .r. (N.Y.) CCAR ?

Prof. Shemaryahu Talmon (Jerusalem) IIA

Dr. Daniel Thurz (Wash.D.C.) BB

Chief Rabbi Dr. E. Toaff (Rome)

Mrs. Tullia Zevi (Rome)
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9. Wednesday, Oct. 30, 1985: Under Lateran University auspices at

4:30 P.M., there will be a Colloquium commemorating the 850th

Anniversary of Maimonides' Birth, at which the following papers

will be delivered:

Father Marcel Dubois, Professor and Chairman, Department of Philosophy,
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, "Reflections of Thomas '
Aquinas and Maimonides," and

Rabbi Dr. Walter S. Wurzberger, Professor of Philosophy, Yeshiva
University. Past President, Synagogue Council of America,

"Law, Philosophy and 'Imitatio Dei' in Maimonides."

Attendance is obligatory!

The exact date and hour of the private audience with Pope John Paul II

10.
will be announced at the last minute. It has been made known that only
the official delegates (see #7 and #8) who attend the IJCIC/Vatican
Liaison Committee meetings, will be admitted on that occasion! After
the statements by Pope John Paul II and Cardinal Willebrands, Rabbi
Mordecai Waxman, Chairman of IJCIC, will deliver a Response on
behalf of IJCIC.

Discussion:

Walfish raised the question as to what outcome is expected from the
IJCIC/Vatican Liaison Committee deliberations. The following points
were brought out in discussion and should be considered for the IJCIC
caucus resulting in an approach in the deliberations with the Vatican
representatives:

a. The Vatican gives great.weight to the Jewish reaction to the
"Notes". A point should be made about the lack of consultation in
the preparation of the "Notes".

b. Whatever else may emerge from the meetings, the fact of a photo-
graph of a Jewish delegation with the Pope is of inherent value, as
it causes our enemies displeasure.

c. The recognition of Israel should not be the sole, nor even the
central point, that we try to make. We do not need recognition by the
Vatican to affirm the identity and place of the Jewish people. We
should present ourselves as tlpe heirs of a prior (ancient) faith who
ask nothing of the Vatican, but we should offer to cooperate , as
equals, with them.

d. We are confronting the Church which has its own problems and
divisions, and the strategy of supporting our friends-within the
Church may no longer be the correct one.

e. We should not expect to bring about fundamental changes in
Catholic theology. Despite the popular image of Pope John Paul II,
there is a strong conservative tendency in the Vatican.
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f. Emphasis should be given to the moral strength of Judaism and we
should raise the moral issued of out time at the meetings, e.g.. elicit
a strong denunciation: of terrorism.

g. Concerning the "Notes": no reference is made to the messianic
dimensions of the return of the Jewish people to the land of Israel.
There is only a passing mention made of the Holocaust, which is, in
reality, a Christian problem. - :

h. There has been a lack of growth in the relationships. The Vatican
seems to be stuck in neutral.

Summation:

Waxman stated the following points:
1. Church has undergone revolutionary deve]ooment as it listens to
the Jewish point of view for the first time in 1900 years. On the other
hand, no fundamental revision of its theology can be expected.

2. Holocaust is an important factor which affects the thmkmg of
the Church.

3. Suggestions to improve nature of contact with Church and continue
to meet as 'equals’.

4, Application of moral principles of Judaism; Judaism speaks as
a moral voice.

5. The position of the Jews' posture has strengthened and we
wish to cooperate with the Church.

6. IJCIC is coming to the deliberations with the Vatican as a
religious force. and not as a political entity.

= ;
7, Raise issue of Israel onif. 'quid pro quo' method of negotiation.

8. 1JCIC is speak’ing to Church on a religious basis for the Jewish
. people.

9, The point was made that the meeting of the IJCIC/Vatican Liaison
Commi‘tee would be the last one for Cardinal Willebrands and that
proper recognition be given to his contributions as president of the
Commission. At the same time, reference should be made about the concern
for the selection of a 'proper' successor who would contmue to maintain

the line taken-by Willebrands.

10. Singer agreee to undertake the assignment to present our common conCerns
with a.view towards the future whlch has serious melxr:atlons for our

understanding of our activities.

It was the consencus that Siﬁger's point of view is warranted, while at
the same time, this presentaticm should not impimge upon Waxman's pre-
sentation about the future of Jewish Christian dialogue and. our 1elatxon-
‘ship to the Vat:.can.
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Consideration was also given to the 'etiquette’ to present a gift to
the Pope on such an occasion.

Withdrawal of ADL from IJCIC:

Note was taken of the letter of withdrawal from IJCIC, sent by
Ted Freedman, dated September 19, 1985 (which had been pre-
viously circulated). '

Discussion:
a. It was painted out that the ADL-BB tension is not the

concern of IJCIC.

b. Ted Freedman is pulling out of IJCIC, while BB's presence
continues. '

c. Letter by:'Waxman should be sent to ADL acknowleging Ted
Freedman's letter. (details later)

d. Letter to Ted Freedman should indicate regret of decision of
ADL to withdraw; IJCIC is reassured, however, by the continued
presence of BB. Furthermore, IJCIC will continue to inform ADL
about IJCIC activities via BB, its parent body.

Consultation with Anglicans:
‘Because of the lateness of the hour, the proposed programas pre-
sented by Dr. Norman Solomon was discussed only briefly.

It was the consensus that Solomon cannot commit ILJCIC to a theological
program with the Anglicans. His outline is overambitions and touches
on sensitive theological issues, which are unacceptable. Proposals
should be made to find topics which could be accepted by all constituent
member organizations.

Feldman is to contact Chief Rabbi SIr Immanuel Jakobovits in this matter.
Also, a subcommittee of Wurzburger, Brickner and Feldman would discuss the
entire matter with Solomon during their stay in Rome and bring back a report.
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Anti-Deiamation Lea
of Bnai Brith e

September 19, 1985

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman

.Chairman, IJCIC

c/o Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Dear Morty:

After a review of the minutes of the last IJCIC meeting, it
appears that fundamental differences prevail as to the most effective
and democratic procedures under which the consortium should operate.
Even more troublesome are our differences regarding continued program-
ming with the World Council of Churches given their activities, which
we view as inimical to the best interests of the Jewish community.

Acccordingly, after studied consideration, we have concluded
that no useful purposes will be served in the Anti-Defamation League's
continued formal relationship with IJCIC. Thus, this is to advise,
with regret, that we are compelled to withdraw from membership. Let
me assure you, however, that if we can be of assistance in making the
resources of our Interfaith Affairs Department awvailable, we are open

to such requests.

With best wishes to you and yours for the New Year.

- o
Sincerely,
TF/mj Theodore
£ ]
3 ;
RECTEWED|
WA e 2 i =

823 United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017 (212)490-2525/Cable: ANTIDEFAME/Telex: 649278



Jnternational Jewish Committce
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/4
Jnterreligious Consultations
' September 24, 1985
AMERICAN SECRETARIAT: TO: Members of I1JCIC
Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexinglon Avenue ’ i
R < :::E?l‘::. 1‘501‘; FROM: Rabbi Mordecai Waxman

_Tel,: (212) 686-8670 Chairman

- ; RE: Communications received

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT:

World Jewish Congress

1 Rue de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Switzeriand

Tel.: (022) 34 1325 1, Letter from Theodore Freedman, of ADL,indicatzdg

withdrawal from IJCIC membership.

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES: . ' :
Atnsricen Jowiih Commilion 2, During Dr. Leon Feldman's recent stay in Jerusalem

165 East 56in Street he had occasion to meet with Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder,
New York, N.Y. 10022 of the Israel Interfaith Association and discuss

; with him the financial plight of the IIA.
Anti-Defamation League—

:é?fj:?;:m“o“ Plaza Correspondence from the IIA, dated April 28, 1985

Mew York. N.Y. 10017 . and August 20, 1985.

Isras! Jewish Council for Both items are self-explanatory and will become items

Interreligious Consultations d 3 0.
154 Koissh Sivest DD.6. 008 on the agenda for the meeting scheduled for October 1

- Jerusalem, Israel 91020 - i
Please give these matters your serious attention and we
Synagogue Council of America look forward to greeting you on Thursday, October 10, 1985

327 Lexington Avenue at 9.00 a.m. in the offices of the Synagogue Council.
New York, N.Y. 10016 )
Vol Juwitih Congrais All good wishes for the New Year.
1 Park Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10016

-

“Dr. Leon A% Feldmsar. ..., . _
Consultant L e ) sy



(_l_'e THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165E. 56 St., New York, LY. 10022, 212) 7514000

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1908, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MNEW YORK, Sept. 26...A Pan-American conference evaluating the impact of Vatican
Council II on Catholic-Jewish relations in Latin America and the United States
will be held from November 3 through 5 in Sao Paulo, Brazil. The conference is
sponsored by the National Conference of Brazilian Bishops, the Confederation of
Jewish Communities of Brazil, and the American Jewish Committee, in cooperation
with the Latin American Jewish Congress. ' o

This is believed to be the first Pan-American conference of its kind,
marking the Zﬁt.i:l anniversary observance of the adoption of Nostra Aetate, the
Vatican Declaration on Non-Christian Religions. That declaration, adopted by
Vatican Council II on October 28, 1965, marked an historic turning point in
Catholic-Jewish relations in its repudiatiah of anti-Semitism and its call for
"mutual respect and fraternal dialogue" between the Catholic church and the
Jewish people. '

Leaders of the Catholic churches and the Jewish communities in Latin
America and the Unitéd States will take part in the conference. Co-chairmen of
the conference are Don Sinesio Bohn, director for relations with the Jews of the-
Natlonal Conference of Brazillan Bishops; Rabbl Henry Sobel of Sao Paulo, for
the Confederation of Brazilian Jewish communities; Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, AJC
international relations director; and Gregorio Faigon of Buenos Aires, repre-
senting the Latin American Jewish Congress. Jacobo Kovadloff of Buenos Aires
and MNew York, AJC South American Affairs director, is coordinator of the
conference program with Rabbl Sobel. . -— - -—-. .

The conference will feature addresses and statements on the present state
of Catholic-Jewish relations by His Eminence Dom Ivo Lorscheiter, President of
the Brazilian Conference of Catholic Bishops; His Eminence Dom Paulo Evaristo
Arns, Archbishop of Sao Paulo; His Eminence Jose Falcao, Archbishop of Brasilia,
representinlg CELAM, the Latin American Conference of Bishops; Archbishop
Quarracino of Buenos Aires, president of CELAM. The Vatican will be represented
by Monsignor Jorge Mejia, formerly of Buenos Alres, secretary of the Vatican
Secretariat on Religious Relations with the Jewish People. His Eminence
Cardinal Jean Paul Lustiger of Paris will also make a principal address.

«s e Jmore

Howard 1. Frisdman, President; Theodore Ellenctf, Chair. Board of Governors; Alfred H. Moses, Chair, Mational Executive Council, Robert S, Jacobs, Chair, Board of Trustees.
g David M. Gorais. Executive Vice-President

Washingten Oflice, 2027 Massachuselts Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 « Europz hq.: 4 Rue de la Bienlaisance. 75008 Paris, France « Israel hq.: § Ethiopia St.. Jerusalem 95149, israel

Scuth America hq, {temporary alfice]. 165 £. 56 5., New York, N.Y. 10022 « Mexico-Gentral America hq.: Av. Ejercito Nacional 533, Mexico 5, D.F.

CEAE 1707
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-Dr. Eugene Fisher of Washington, D.C., secretary of the Secretariat on
Catholic-Jewish Relations of the United States Conference of Cathollc Bishops,
will speak on "The Present State of Catholic-Jewish Relations in the United
States."

Rabbi Tanenbaum, a pioneering leader in Christian-Jewish relations for the
past 25 years and the only rabbi present as a guest observer at Vatican Council
I, will ﬁellver a major address on "Vatican Council II - a Jewish Observer's
Reflectlons." Benno Melnitzki of Sao Paulo, pfesident of the Confederation of
Brazillan Jewish Communities, will also chair. i

Catholic and Jewish leaders from other Latin American countries and the
United States will also take part.

Among the Issues that the panel discussions will deal with are human
rights, freedom of expression, social justice, religion and society, the meaning
of the Holocaust for Christians and Jews, the State of Israel, and Five Cen-
turies of Jewish Settlement In the Amerlcas.

A far-reaching declaration by the Brazilian Bishops Conference on Catholic-
Jewish relatlons wlll also be discussed.

The Conference will be held at the Hebralca Society center and at a
Catholic ecumenical center.

The American Jewish Committee is this country's ploneer human relations
organization. Founded In 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and
religlous rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of Improved
human relations for all people everywhere.

A, EJP, REL, HP, Z
85-960-179
2/20/85-gn
B025-Pan American

v « sMOTE
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Gt~ s Juternational Jewish Committee
on
Jnterreligions Consultations
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AMERICAN SECRETARIAT: October 14, 1985
Synagogue Councll of America
327 Lexington Avenue

B Yoek, B+, 0010 FROM: Rabbi Mordecai Waxman, Chairman

T 12) B0er 0810 Dr. Leon A. Feldman, Consultant

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT: TO: 1JCIC Members

World Jewish Congress 1 .

1RUS e armne Please be advised of the following details concerning the

1211 Geneve 20, Switzeriand

Tel.: (022) 34 13 25 forthcoming meetings of the IJCIC /Vatican Liaison Comm:lttee

in Rome, October 27 and 28-30, 1985, respectively:

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES:

American Jewish Committee 1. The caucus of the IJCIC delegates and speakers will

165 East 56th Street : take place on Sunday (late afternoon) on October 27th.

New York. N.Y. 10022 It is of great importance that there should be full atten-
2 akiGahiion dance as the direction of the discussions will be estab-

B'nsl Brith v lished for the deliberations with the Vatican Liaison

823 United Nations Plaza Committee.

New York, N.Y. 10017 ] )
2. Hotel reservations have been made in Hotel de la
Nazioni, Via Poli 7 (near Trevi Fountain). Tel. (29-6)679-2441.

The Israel Interfaith

Association
P'O'B' '77?9’ Jirusalem 3. Meetings of the IJCIC /Vatican Liaison Committee will
91077 Sran be held, beginning Monday morning, October 28th at the
g;;':z“_!:;:::“::":: Americe Secretariat of the Commission for Religious Relations
3 4] W' .
New York. N.Y. 10016 with.the Jows,
World Jewish Congrass 4. Kosher meals: During the sessions, luncheon meals
1 Park Avenue (under supervision of the Rom e Pabbinate) will be-
New York, N.Y. 10016 served; in case there are official evening sessions,

dinner will be served as well, At the same time, efforts
are being made to arrange for evening meals for all
participants on those evenings when no formal sessions
are scheduled. Otherwise, evening meals must be re-
served in advance at the Jewish Orphanage, Via Arco de
Ptolomei 1 (near the Jewish schools, located on the 'other'
side of the Tiber). Tel. 58-00-539,

5. It is important to note that the Vatican has invited some
30 leading churchmen, and has thus upgraded the importance of
the 1JCIC/Vatican Liaison Committee discussions. The
group includes the following:
Ex officio: Cardinal Willebrands, Msgr. Dupuy, Msgr.
Meiia. Salzman
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v v v
Liaison Comm;ttee.JMsgr. Mc%th Msgr. Mahon, Dubois, Dupuy,

Fisher, Tozato. / _
Ad hoc: Cardinals Etchegaray, Mar&m Rossano Msgr. Rivay,

, F. Kaczynski (Dean, Law Faculty, Umversiw
San""Tomaso) F. Marcello Zago (Secretariat for Non-Christians),
keBeaut, Prof. Mussmer, A. Crolius, Fredertei, Fumagoli,

Dr. Porthuis (Holland), F. Thomas Michel (Spacialist on Islam),
Sisters McGrath and Sedawie (both from SIDIC), and Sophia Cavaletti.

6. The tentative program emerges as follows:
Monday, Oct. 28, 1985: ail day sessions devoted to a review of the last
' twenty years since Nostra Aetate,
Tuesday, Oct.29, 1985: all day sessions devoted to a review of the 'Notes'.
Wednesd. . Oct. 30, l‘iﬁb’ continuation of the above. and also Reglonal Reports.

7. The following speakers have been scheduled:
v Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner -WJC- Review of last twenty years since Nostra Aetate.
v Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder -IIA- Review of the 'Notes'.
~Israel Simrger -WJC- A Diaspora View Towards the Future.
v Rabbi Mar¢ Tanenbaum -AJC- Regional Report: North America.
v Chief Rabbi Pynchas Brener -Caracas— Latin America.
—D». Erast L Ehvlich ~-BB~- Europe.
~Rahhi Dr. Emanuel Racskman -IIA- Israel.
/ Rabbi Mcrdecai Waxman -1JCIC- The Future of Jewish-Christian Relations.

8. The 1JCIC delegation, in addition to the speakers (listed in #7), includes
the following: (subject to changes)

/ Fritz Becker (Rome) WJIC
v Rabbi Bernheim (Paris) (representing Grand Rabbin Prof. Dr. R.S. Sirat)
vRabbi Balfour Brickner (N.Y.) SCA - _
“WarrenEisenbery (Wash.D.C.) BB ?
v Prof. Leon A. Feldman (N.Y. )SCA
vMark Friedman (N.Y.) WIC
v Grand Rabbin Gutman{Brussels)
v Prof.- Jean: Halperin (Geneva) WJC
~Rabbi-Wolfé Kelman (New ‘York) WJC
/Rabbi Gilbert Klaperman (Lawrence, N.Y.) RCA
/ Chief Rabbi Heszel Klébfisz (Panama) _
—Geratd-Kraft (Wash.D.C.) BB
VProfessor Emanuel Levinas (Paris)
v Rabbi Nathan P. Levinson (Heidelberg) ?
vRabbi Dr. Jordan Pearlson (Toronto) WIC
vRabbi Alexander H. Shapiro (South Orange, N.I. ) RA
abbi Dr. Norman Solomon (U.K.)
—RabbtJFack J. Stern, I». (N.Y.) CCAR ?
‘/Prof Shemaryahu Talmon (Jerusalem) IIA
PrDanteFThurz (Wash.D.C.) BB
~—Chtef Rabbi Dr. E. Toaff (Rome)
/ Mrs. Tullia Zevi (Rome)
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9.

10,

Wednesday, Oct. 30, 1985: Under Lateran University auspices at
4:30 P.M., there will be a Colloquium commemorating the 850th
Anniversary of Maimonides' Birth, at which the following papers
will be delivered:

Father Marcel Dubois, Professor and Chairman, Department of Philosophy,
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, "Reflections of Thomas
Aquinas and Maimonides," and

Rabbi Dr. Walter S. Wurzberger, Professor of Philosophy, Yeshiva
University, Past President, Synagogue Council of America,
"Law, Phllosophv and 'Imitatio De:' in Mmmomdes.

Attendancc is obhgatory' : ki o

The exact date and hour of the pﬂvate audience ‘with Pope John Paul II
will be announcéd'at the last minute. It has been made known that only
the official delegates (sec #7 and #8) who attend the IICIC /Vatican -
Liaison Committee meetings,  will be admitted on that occasion'! ' After
the statements by Pope John Paul Il and Cardinal Willebrands, Rabbi
Mordecai Waxman,. Chairman of 1JCIC, will deliver a Response on

behalf of 1JCIC,
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Anti-Defamation Lea e of Bhai Brith

823 United Nations Plaza, NewYork, NY1001 B 124902525 Telex 649278

LYNNE IANNIELLO'

Director, Communications

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New York, NY, Oct. 18....A new approach to teaching about Jews and
Judaism is being instituted in Catholic schools throughout Latin
America,'accdrdingmfa'iébﬁi'Lébn'KlEhiEkf;'HTfecﬁor of the Interfaith
Department of the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith.

Calling the development "a historic breakthrough," Rabbi Klenicki
said that it was one of the affirmative results of a four-day interfaith
hemispheric conference held in Bogota, Colombia, in August. The Con-
ference was sponsored by the Latin American Bishops' Conference (CELAM),
fhe Latin American Jewish Congress and the Anti-Defamation League.

Rabbi Klenicki, declaring that the new educational program will
strengthen and deepen Catholic-Jdewish relations in the countries of
Central and South America, said its curriculum focuses on means of pre-
sentihg the Jewish people and their faith in the context of the New
Testament. ' -

He went on to say that it also focuses on the history of the Jewish
people in the Diaspora, the Holocaust and the significance for Jews and
Christians of the establishment of the State of Israel after 2,000 years
of dispersion.

He indicated that a key function of the new approach will be the

development of coordinated Yom Hashoah Holocaust synagogue and church

e . X (more
Founded in 1913 "to stop the defamation of the Jewish people . . . to secure justice and fair treatment to all citizens alike.” )



observanceslsponsored by CELAM, Latin Amefican Catholic national
epiécopal conferences, ADL and Jewish central community organizations.

The new program also involves several interfaith publications,
including: .

-- Liturgical Reflections of the Holocaust, published by the Stimulus

Foundation;

-~ Dictionary of the Jewish-Christian Dialogue, a handy, quick-reference

book on major theological and religious topics, published by Stimulus;

-- Understanding the Jewish Experience, a collection of educational pro-

grams and techniques designed to aid Catholic school teachers and cate-
chists develop the background essential to present an accurate portrait
of Jews and Judaism to their students. The latter, originally published
by ADL and the United States Catholic Conference, is already being
serialized in CELAM's official monthly bulletin.

All of the publications are under the joint auspices of the Martin

Buber Foundation for Jewish-Christian Relations of Bogota, CELAM and

ADL.

AJ,CP,IP,JSP,LAJ,LAP*FOR,LAP-US,RE-I,RE—II,USS,MPC,MP,MPR,BHFOR,BHR—BS
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_ _KFote for the File

Meeting with Prof. Robert Martin-Achard, 22.10.1985
I %eve met for one hour with Prof. Martin Acherd to discuss witd hinm
the African encounter. He hed recently espent several monthe teacking the

Eebtrew Pitle &nd relsted sutlects in Medegescar, Zeire and Fwenda,

He exprecsed greet interest ipn our project and warcly welcomed the
idee. Like ourselves, he ves very plesced to hear thet ithe precject was
co-zponsored by the African Coumecil of Churches, the Secretary General of

which is one of kis former stufernts,

In the light of his recent Me gesy/African experience, he suggested
the folleoving es possitle suiteble topics for the encounter:
- Crestion: Goé as the Crestor and man's responsibility/stewardskip

- The rcle of encestors and the protier ¢f gereretions in Jewvish and
Africer traditionms.

- Ferily, clan, tribe, comrunity v. Western rugged individueliszm. In
African and Jewish traditions, man is never alone.

- The theme of liberation

- Sociel justice

e

- Proverts: e place of anciert wiszdor in both treditions.

In hLis ocpinion, subjects suckh es Felleshes and trazslstior of the:
Bidle in African langusges would better lend themselves for irformation
meetings held in the everning.

Meybe arn effort shoulé be mede to incivde among the perticipents e few
sociciogiste {end not oRly theciogigns).

ir touck (elec to cbtein edvice on suizerles

He suggestied thgf Qgigé{
perticipants) with the ﬁgﬁéf;e:ézt riéeionreire in leusanne (ch. des Cécres)
ané, through thez, with DE?A? ir Peris. BKe nentioned the nemes of M. Morier -
Genoud in Leusenne ané Pastor Renfer in Gerneve - as peesitle sources of

further information.

He would very much like to be kept posted about further gevelopmgnts

of the project.

- e ?\Nkih“ Bunche U Jean Halpérin . ¥
- 22.10.1985



Kote for the File

Meeting with A. Brockway, 17 October 1985

(=)

1. The consuitation witk Africern theolcgiens was further discucssed.

A. Broc¥wey undertook tc inforz Prof. Opgvu thet we vere greeily encouresged
ty the coc-sponscrship of the Africen Courcil of Churches; thet the enccounier
wouié teke pLeCce et Nairobti ir & Yeer fro- nov; &nd thet we woulé be
interested in getiing soonmest from Liz e preiirmipary 1ist of possitle

Christian perticipente.

(, Topics sugzested by Muserbe included: Concept of irkeriternce, sigrificeance

of the Bitle, undersisnding cf God, creation. .

A. Brockwey will &lsc comsult with D, f%bee , froz CGhane, essocizte
director of the Theclogicel educstion programme &t the WCC. A1l efforts

will be made to bring him to the comsultation.

2. The chcice of a suitetle date for the mext WCC/IJCIC LPC still reises
many prctlems. Enguiries will be mede by A. Brockvey es tc the possibility

cf hcolding the meeting or E-C April 1986,

The folloving itexzs were enviseged for the agende of. ther meeling:
- Prepersticrce for the Africar consultetiorn
- Foellow-ur cf the Lelir-2Americen encounter
- Reiigior end conflict

- Feligious riurglise,

; Ry The meetirng of the CLCOF, scheduied to teke place et Arncidshein froc
O tc 1k Fetruery 1856 (for vhick 2 observer g

s fror YJCIC ere expected will
heve on its agernis B Jjong-ilerc progremse LG & reviev §f signiiicani bocks
and articles on Christology in tke light of Christier-Jewish encounters.
Papers vill be read by P. var Bﬂn:;‘(on litersture publiched in Germer)
and by M. St8hr and or Rentdorf (on literature putlished in the English

language).




——

"L, Dr. Riegner reported on his recent encounter with Bishop Philsaret

fror Moscow Fetrierchete. Ti wes sgreed thet J.H. would try ané meet

with Bichop Sergiue, whc succeied Borovoy et the WCC.
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21at Octoder, 1955.

Rev. Allan Brochkway,
Dlalogue Sub-Unit,

¥orld Counmcil of cm:-chu,
P. 0. Box 669

150. Boute de Perrey.

Dear Allan,

Greotings fxom Ghana. I had to ® bdack to Higeria for ebout
tvo weeks % try to wind up and this explains the delay in writing
to you.

Thank you BHr your letter, and especially for contacting the
AACC Bearetary Gensral. low, we san proceed.

1. With regard to dates, I think the exd of Hay 1986, say
26=30, will give us time o prepare fully for the conference. Lot me
kpow 1€ thege datea suit you and Frof. BEalperin., Oorresponrdence
between us here is a bit slov and the May date makes allowance for it.
Begides, those who will have to write papers will be given up to the
Biddle of February ¢ submit thelir pmpers for duplication and dis~
tritution.

2. Concerning papers, I think the conference could begin on
the opening night with two reports about revious mntacts between
African Christisns and Jews. Joseph B=marmel of the Interfaith
Centre in Jerusalem and Rather pdam Civu of the Heumenical African
Centre or Fr. Mveag of Camaroun could make presentations about whare
ve have come from in the "Kesher" between Iarael and Africa.

¥ith regard % actunl rapers, 1 think three from each aide
wuld de adequates

(1) fhe Bthioydan Fuce of jjdaisn = the Malasbse, % be
dslivered by a Palaghs (see below under section.3)

(2) The 0ld Testament and African Life and Thought, to
be delivered by Frofessor K.A. Dickson of Ghana.

(3) %he Place of the Hebrew Scriptures in the African
Churches. (I have written t0 Frofessor John Mbitd
about this topic).

From the Jewish gide, I suggest that we could have papers on
"The Jewish Presence in Africa in Rietory®, or Tewigh Kigration into
Africa™, "linguistic and Cultural Affinities betweon Africa and
Isracl". Other topices could alm be muggeated from the Jewish end.

¥e will also devote one whoke perisd to braingtorming about
where ve go fro= here and plan future activitiss.

In addition t this, ve vill allss endeawur at the end of the

enference to send a general statement ¥ African Churehes and Jewish
gyzagognes in Isreael and elasvhere. This may sound a bit toe ambitiouns

2/ees



at this early stage, tut I think a mpdest statement recording our
experiences at the conference and emphasising the necessity for such a
dialo gue would be worthxhile.

I have thought about the poesibility of maybe doing a Joint
Bible Study together, but let me hear yur reaction % this.

5. I have written letters to inform the following people about the
conference and will wait to hear from them before I gsend them formal
invitationg. By that time also we would have had the chance to
comrunicate about the projoeals contained in this letter.

They arer PFProf. K.A. Dickson (Ghana), Dr. A. da Silva (Cuinea
Bissau), Dr. Chria Mamus (Nigeria), Pr. B. Bveng (Cameroun), Ms. 2.
Obiange (Cameronun), Dr. Mikre-Selessie (Bthiopia), Hs. M. Oduyoye
(Figeris), Prof. Mbiti (Eenyz) and Fr. Adam Civu of the Bcumenical
African Centre im Jerusalem.

In my lettsr to Dr. Mikre=Selassie, I asked Lim to recommend
two Falaghas one of vhom would be saked t deliver & paper on the
Frlaghag, giving a broad sveep of the hiatoricsl origins of the
Falashas and the developerent of their religico-cultural institutions
from the early beginnings up to the present.

I an in the procese of trying to find a couple of people from
Southern Africa to make participation a bit more representative and
will communicate with you about this in the mot-too-distant fuiumse.

4. The letter from the AACC Secretary General was rather brief
but I ar glad we can count en their surport. I do mot kmov how far
they are yprepared t© go in thelr sponsorabip but I am going to write
to them again to find out whet they can o ffer.

1 think they can help arrange & vemue for the conference, plan
a cultural night during the confereme, arrange an afterncon trip t
& game reserve etc. Ye ocould also ask them ¥ provide secretarial
aspistance during the conference.

5 And nov to funding! I do mt kmowv what the AACC will be able
% offer, kmowing row chronically short they are ¢f funds. 8o I think
we could begin to explore the msesibility of getting funds for the
feres and accommodation of the African participantas. Kindly let me
hear what ideas you have on thisg.

I returned fyom Rigeria oa October 17 and have resumed work
full swing. And it's good % be back lome!

I shall de writing agein soon. In the meantime, kindly let me
hear from you.

Yours pincerely,

i i
3 b
P (v.\v

FROF. KOFT ASARE

co: PFProf. Halperinm
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December 4, 1985

'Second Anglican/Jewish Consultation

May 12-15, 1986.

WCC/IJCIC Liaison Planning Committee
Meeting, April #=9, 1986.

T-%

1JCIC/African Council of Churches:
Proposed meeting and possible subjects.

IJCIC/Vatican Meeting October 28-30,1985:
Review and Assessments.
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Centre ror THE Stupy oF Jupaism anp JewiswchrisTIAN RELATION;

Central House Selly Oak Colleges Bristol Road Birmingham B29 6LQ 0 Fa 8
Telphone: (021-)472 4231 Telefax: (021-)4550434 " Telex: 337676 TELPES G
President of the Colleges: s R Director of the Centre:
John Ferguson MA BD FIAL Rabbi Norman Solomon MA PhD

Our ref: NS/MMC

1 November 1985

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman
Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue

New York

NY 10016

USA

My dear

It was wonderful to be with you and all our colleagues in Rome
this week. Even though I am no longer new to these consultations
I found the present one an enlightening and moving experience in
many weys znd felr rhat great progress was made. The quality of
the input including your owa paper was exceptionally high.

A year or two ago ]l was asked by the then Chegcirman of IJCIC, Dr.
Gerhardt Reigner, and by Chief Rabbi Jacobovitz to act on their
behalf in <convening the Second Anglican/Jewish Consultation.
Plans have now proceeded to the point where I feel justified in
turning to you in your <cepacity as Chairman of IJCIC for your
official support,

The Consultation will be held at Ecton House, Northampton, from
12-15 May 1986 and the Chief{ Rabbi and the Archbishop of York have
honoured us by agreeing to be joint Chairmen,

What we have in mind is a small gathering - a total of twenty-five
people - who will be able to work together in & relaxed and
intimate atmosphere for three days with the .idea of creating the
mutual confidence which 1is necessary if we are to proceed to
constructive work in the future. In my view this will be far nore
valuable at the present stage than putting forward proposals for
guidelines or pronouncements, It would be excellent indeed if we
were avle to put forward such proposals for consideration by the
next meeting of the General Synod of the Church of England and I
have already discussed this possibility with my co-convenor, the
Revd., Dr, Anthony Phillips.

The topics we have agreed to discuss include the Language of our



Traditions, Jews and. Christians in the lst Century and Challenges
"of the Secular World. Our own team includes, as seems right and

proper on this occasion, some half-dozen Anglo-Jewish
representatives from across the religious spectrum, (in point of
fact, the majority are Orthodox). Professor Moshe Greenberg and.

Rabbi Dr. David Rosen have kindly consented to come from Israel.
Dr Refgner and Professor Jean Halperin of W.J.C., Geneva, will
also be joining us.

We shbuld be most grateful if you could nominate three or four
delegates from 1JCIC.

I look forward to hearing from you soon.
With warm personal greetings and all best wishes,

Yours sincerely

Rabbi Dr Norman Solomon

cc Chief Rabbi Jakobovitz
Dr G Riegner D
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327 Lexington Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016

Weorld Jewish Congress
1 Park Avenue
New York. N.Y 10016

Jnternational Jewish Commiittce
on
Jnterreligions Consultations

November 12, 1985

Dear IJCIC Member:

1)

2)

4)

5)

6)

7)

IMPORTANT

The next meeting of IJCIC will be held on
Thursday, November 21, 1985, at 9 a.m. in
the offices of the SCA, (entrance through
136 East 39th Street, corner Lexington Avenue).

The Agenda will include a detailed report on
the meeting of the IJCIC/Vatican Liaison Committee
October 28 - 31, 1985 in Rome.

We will have for you at the meeting the
following background information: '

a) List of IJCIC participants
b) List of Vatican participants
c) Statement by Cardinal Willebrands
d) Statement by G.M. Riegner
e) Statement by Rabbi M. Waxman at
- audience with Pope
f) Statement by Pope John Paul II
g) Statement by Dr. G. Wigoder :
h) Final statement by Rabbi M. Waxman

The paper by Dr. Eugene Fisher, presented at the
I1JCIC/Vatican Liaison Committee, was circulated
in New York.

Additional papers will be distributed at 4 later
date

a) Report prepared by Dr. Ernst L. Ehr;&ch (B'nai Brith)
b) Report presented by Chief Rabbi Brener, Caracas
c) Report presented by Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

The following reports will be sent when available

a) Report by Professor S. Talmon is not yet in
text form.

b) Lecture by Rabbi Walter S. Wurzburger is to
date not available in text form.

The lecture by Professor Marcel Dubois will be
distributed at a later date.



8) Report on Catholic Jewish Relations in

the USA by Dr. E. Fisher will be available
at the meeting. .

9) SOme comments on the reactions to the "Notes'"
- by Msgr. Jorge MEJlE will be available
the meeting.

Sincere ly yours,

2/
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Thoughts on the Vatican Notes on the Correct Way to Present Jews and Judaism

in Preaching and Catechesis in the Roman Catholic Church

by Rabbi Leon Klenicki

The 20th century reality of interfaith friendship is a unique moment in
hiatorj. At no other time have Catholics and Jews related to each other so
openly, working together for peace and friendship. It is a time of reckoning
of souls, of in-depth spiritual growth, a slow process entailing atonement and
a change of heart. In the past, Catholics and Jews have endured a stormy
relationship. Théirs has been a history of confrontation and dihputatian
that, for the Jewish peupie, resulted in the teaching of contempt, the
Inquisition, and cultural and social isolation. The wounds of those days are
still open, aggravat;d by phe weight of memory and the ever-present fear of
anti-Semitism.

Vatican II attempted to correct this situation, inviting Catholics to
change a long-standing posture: from argument to encounter, from considering
Jews as objects of contempt to seeing them and talking to them as subjects of
fFaith.

Dialogue is a process of recognitiﬁn and understanding. The Nostra
.- Aetate Declaration (1965) devoted itg fourth paragraph to the relationship of

)tﬁe Church with Judaism. It was a brief statement, serving in essence as an

introduction, while the 1975 Guidelines and Suggestions for the Implementation

of the Nostra Aetate Declaration amplified it and dealt with areas of practi-

cal application. In comparing both documents, one sees an advancement in the

Guidelines in understanding Judaism and Jewish sensibilities.
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Episcopal documents from the Bishops' Conferences of Brazil, France,
Germany, and the U.S.A. have contributed significantly toward deepening the
understanding of these Vatican II documents. The Episcopal papers expanded on

the texts and paid attention to issues not mentioned in Nostra Aetate or the

Guidelines. These Episcopal papers, for example, mention the State of Israel,

a reference missing in the Nostra Aetate and the Guidelines.

One area that still required official Vatican study was the presentation
of Jews and Judaism on all levels of Catholic education. The Vatican Document

Notes on the Correct Way to Present Jews and Judaism Preaching and Catechesis

in the Roman Catholic Church was issued on June 24, 1985.

This is a reading of the Notes by a Jewish partnmer in the dialogue. It
.is done with a deep concern for the prophetic meaning of the dialogue, done
with a sense of friendship and spiritual commitment. It is a critical
reading, meant as a contribution to the future of the Catholic-Jewish dialogue
and its testimony of God.
The reading is inspired by Martin Buber's words:
No person outside Israel knows the mystery of
Israel. And no person outside of Christianity knows
the mystery of Christianity. But in their ignorance
they can acknowledge each other in mystery.

(Die Stunde Und Die Erkenntnis) -

This response is a recognition of our mysteries and the need to under-

stand them.
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The new Document: Positive and Negative Aspects.

The new Document is called by the modest title Notes, conveying a less
formal -— perhaps less finished -—- role than the one played by the two
previous papers. It is the product of several writers and consultants who
worked_on the document for three years. They have producéd a document but nﬁt
necessarily achieved consensus.' There seem to be at least two distinct,

sometimes opposed, points of view at work that would create in the reader a
sense of confusion. One voice would seem to deny Judaism and the Jewish
people an ongoing place in God's design. The other voice affirms the eternal
validity of Israel's testimony. I |

Positive Aspects

1. Covenant.
Basing itself on the words of Pope John Paul the II at Mainz (1980) the

Notes affirm that the covenant between God and the Jewish people “has never

been revoked."
2. The Jewish roots of Christianity.
The Notes stress that "Jesus was and always remained a Jew.”
3. Care in reading the New Testament.
The Notes urge Catholic teachers and preachers to take special care in
their reading of the New Testament.
Hence it cannot be ruled out that some references
hostile or less than févorable to the Jews, have
their historical context in conflicts with the nas-
cent Church and the Jewish community. Certain con-
troversies reflect Christian-Jewish relations long
after the time of Jesus. To establish this is of
capital importance if we wish to bring out the
meaning of certain Gospel texts for thg Christians of

today. All this should be taken into account when
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preparing catechesis and homilies for the last week
of Lent and Holy Week.

4.‘ The Pharisees.

The Notes make the educator aware of the close reiationship of Jesus to

the Pharisaic movement. ‘
— It is Pharisees whﬁ ﬁafn Jesus of the risks he is
running (Lk. 13:31). _
—= Some Pharisees are praised — e.g., "the scribe" of
Mark 12:34.
— Jesus eats with Pharisees (Lk. 7:36, 14:1).
== 17. Jesus shares, with the majority of Palestini-
an Jews of that time, some pharisaic'doctrines; the
resurrection of the body' forms of piety, like aims-
giving, prayer, fasting.(cf. Mt. 6:1-18) and the
iiturgical practice of addressing God as father; the
priority of the commandment to love God and our
neighbor (cf. Mk. 12:28-34). This is so also with
Paul (cf. Acts 23:8), who always considered his mem-
bership of the Pharisees as altitle of honor (cf.
ibid. 23:6, 26:5; Phil. 3:5).

They remind the catechists that "the Pharisees are not mentioned in the
accounts of the Passion.”
5 Condemnation of anti-Semitism.

It echoes Nostra Aetate and the Guidelines in its condemnation of

anti-Semitism.

Holocaust and the State of Israel

The Notes state that "Catechesis should help in understanding the meaning

for the Jews of the extermination during the years 1939-1945, and its conse-
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quences.” But the Holocaust is not a challenge for Jews alone. It is a chal~-
lenge for all humanity, especially all who professlfaith in a living God. Tﬁe
Holocaust occurred in .Christian Europe, in the midst of Western Christian
civilization, in the midét of an almost complete silence from Christianity.

Two paragraphs refer to Israel, the land and the state. To our knowl-
edge, it is the first time that the Vatican has referred to the State of
Israel in an official document. The text on land (from the USA National
- Conference of Catholic Bishops document on Catholic-Jewish dialogue) points
out the unbroken attachment of Jews to the Promised Land.

The reference to the State of Israel suggests that educators should
understand Israel in political terms only, "in reference to the common prin-
ciples of international law.” This suggestion disregards the millennia of the
Jewish relationship to the land of Israel and Jerusalem, and the proclamation
of this relationship in its daily liturgy, in the Passover celebration, and in
all areas of Jewish spirituality. While the Jewish reader is concerned with
the exclusion of the theological dimensions of the State of Israel, he is
hopeful that the reference to international law is indicative of a new
development: an anticipation of the formal exchange of ambassadors between the
Vatican and the State of Israel.

Negative Aspects

Aware as we are that the Notes represent "a text of the Catholic Church”
(c.f. Monsignor Jorge Mejia, Vatican press conference, June 24th) we offer the
following thoughts and reactions to certain parts of the Document about which
as Jews we have serious reservations.

It is our responsibility as partners in dialogue to point out, frankly
and without cavil, that which is negative and even detrimental to Judaism.

Our concern is that the consequences of reinforcing certain negative teachings
can, as in the past, directly affect relations between Catholics and Jews the

world over.



1. Election.
The Notes deny Jews their own validity, deny Judaism its own place:

Thus the definifive meaning of the election of Israel -
does not become clear except in the light of a
complete fulfillment (Romans 9-11) and an election in
Jesus Christ . « « &

2. Salvation and Triumphalism.
The Notes state that
"In virtue of her divine mission, the Church,” which
is to be the "all-embracing means of salvation”™ in

- which alome "the fullness of the means of salvation

can be obtained” (Unitatis Rgdlnggg:atio, 3) "must of

her nature proclaim Jesus Christ to the world.”

Jesus affirms (John 10:16) (cf. "Guidelines and Sug-
gestions”™ I) that "there shall be one flock and one
shepherd.”™ Church and Judaism cannot then be seen as
two parallel ways of salvation and the Church must
witness to Christ as the redeemer for all, while
"maintaining fhe strictest respect for religious lib-
erty in line with the teaching of the Second Vatican

Council (Dignitatis Humanae) ("Guidelines and Sugges-

tions,”™ I).

While we recognize the right and mission of each religion to proclaim its
faith commitment and spirituality, we cannot accept the motion of exclusivity:
the denial of the other's vocation as a way of God.

The Notes' remarks remind ome of the patristic expression of Cyprian and
Origen,;“Extra.Ecclesiam Nulla Salus,” outside the Church there is no

salvation. This is a theological thinking that, for centuries, nurtured
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Christian teaching of contempt that caused untold degradation and pain to Jews’
in Europe.
‘3. Typology

Typology is recommended as the method to read the Hebrew Bible. The con-
sequences of such readings are always negative to Judaism. The God-Israel
Covenant 1s seen as a preparatory stage, not important in itself, but impor-
tant only because of the coming of Jesus. The typological reading interprets,
as the Notes do, central biblical events as ﬁre—intuitions of Christianity.

It defines the Exodus, as “"an experience of salvation and liberation tﬁat is
not complete in itself.” But even a simple reading of the Book of Exodus
shows that the completion of the political liberation from Egyptian slavery is
God's revelation at Sinai, the giving of the Commandments and the Law that
sealed the Covenant with God. Sinai was the ultimate expression of libera-
tion: the spiritual liberation of the people of Israel. It is an event
ignored by the Notes.

We observe with surprise that the Vatican Notes and liberation
theologians seem to agree on their typological reading of the Exodus event.
The liberation theologians add to it their own ideological emphasis. But for
both the Exodus of the Jews was to prepare the way for Jesus' liberation.

4. Jesus' Death

The Notes deal with the serious and far-reaching accusation which
Christians have made against the Jews from time immemorial right up to-the
present. It is the accusation that the Jews crucified Jesus. In section 4,
number 22, the Notes record the trial and death of Jesus. It places the blame
on the "authorities of the Jews and those who followed their lead for the

death of Christ.” Who were those authorities? The high priest appointed by



the Romans? The spiritual leaders of the Pharaisic movement? The spiritual
leaders of the Essenes? How does one pinpoint authorities in a couﬁtry occu-
pied and ruled by an invading empire? Why repeat such an accusation that has
no concrete historical basis?

According to Father Gerald Sloyan in Jesus on Trial, "any such

confrontation is of doubtful historicity.”™ Finally, the Notes, repeating the
Vatican II document, stress that "Christ in his boundless love freely
underwent his passion and death because of the sins of all men, so that all
might attain salvation."” If this is so, why blame the so-called Jewish
authorities and continue a tradition that accuses Jews of deicide?
5. Relationship of the Hebrew Bible to the New Testament.
The Notes speak about

The singular character and the difficulty of

Christian teaching about Jews and Judaism lies in

this, that it needs to balance ; number of pairs of

ideas which express the relation between the two

economies of the 0ld and New Testaments: =-- promise

and fulfillment; —— continuity and n;uuess; —- singu-

larity and universality; [etc.].

How are these opposites to be "balanced" by Catholic educators? The
Notes give no indication of how this can be achieved. On the contrary, here
the reader can sée only thea&ﬁgology of dispensationalism: Christianity ful-
filling in the New Testament that which was promised in the Hebrew Bible.
Conclusion

The process toward dialogue involves a mutual acceptance of the
participants as equals, a mutual acceptance of the other as a being of God.
It needs the acknowledgment of different faith vocations. This acknowledgment

requires an honest and committed examination of our own theologies vis-a-vis
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the other's. Otherwise, as occurs in ;ections of the Notes, we are faced with
what Hans Joachim Schoeps expressed in 1961:

Even from the point of view of religious phenom—

enology, faith is to be had by genuine acknowl-

edgment. .As long as this view is not really accepted

by Christians, there can‘be scarcely ﬁnything_more

depressing for a Jew than what the Church says about

Israel, today as always, without knowledge of

Israel's understanding of itself.

(Israel und Christenheit)

This difficulty requires theological reflection to achieve ﬁeaningful
dialﬁgue.

In sum, then, the Notes resonate with both ﬁositive and negative
dimensions. They also resonate with apparent contradictions. It is well that
the Notes accord to Jews and Judaism -- historically and currently -— a fuller
fecognition of Israel's being and mission. 1In addition, the Notes go further
than any prior Catholic document in pointing to Jesus' Jewishness and his
 close relationship to Pharisaism. Finally, the Notes once égain condemn
anti-Semitism. .

Yet, on the other hand, the Notes echo several elements of the teaching
of contempt: the positing of a merely preparatory roles for Jews and Judaism
in God's plan, the continuing advice to read the Hebrew Bible through
typological-Christian lenses, the denial of Judaism as a way of salvation, anﬁ
the repeating of the spurious charge of deicide against unnamed and unknowable
"Jewish authorities.”

Whether the authors of the Notes chose to use the word Holocaust, or no,
the lack of any referenée to the meaning for Christians of the "extermination

during the years 1939-1945" is deeply troubling.



o

Parallel to éhis is the fact that the Notes explicitly deny any
theological significance to the State of Israel. However, can this political
reference to the state be interpreted as a hopeful sign of the Vatican's
movement toward de jure relations with the Jewish State?

Our unhappiness with the Notes does not mean that we wish to close the
door to diélogue and encounter. We feel that dialogue is a call that requires
examination and rectification, a non-coercive theological discussion and
reflection. This new, complex process —— still _in j.l:s infancy —- requires

careful nurturing and encouragement.
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12th Session of the
International Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee
Rome, 28-30 October 1985

1. There was a general feeling, on both sides, that this 12th session of
the International Lisison Committee turned out to be one of the best, if
not the best, since its esteblishment.

The main reesons for that were that the meeting had been thoroughly
prepared, thet the Catholic side had made an effort to increese and to up-
grade its level of representation and that the two main items on the agenda
(20 years after Nostra Aetate and the "Notes") lent themselves to a parti-
cularly open, outspoken and thorough discussion.

2. In his opening speech Cardinal Willebrands, after having stressed the
importance of Nostra Aetate and of the Guidelines ("There could never be
question of drawing back from Nostra Aetate. There can only be & question
about going forward"), underlined that "our teaching on Jews and Judaism
has already changed" and that the Catholic side nov had at its disposal

"the rational and the moving force to go forvard", defined the International
Liaison Committee as '"'the only official linking body we have between the
Holy See and the Jeu{sh'community... the only place where we are able to
meet as officially appointed Catholic and Jewish representatives face to
face, for three full days, well conscious of the responsibility the present
state of our relationship places on our shoulders, on each side and on both
together." He added: “"Wiatever its limitstiorns, it is & symbol and an
effective instrument of our relationship. I believe we have still to ponder
very carefully hovw we can make use of it to deepen, foster, apply in many
walks of life such relationship vithin the 'terms of reference' agreed upon

P

in December 1970 in the 'Memorandum of understanding'.

3. The major input for the discussion about 20 years after Nostra Aetate
wvere, apart from Cardinal Willebrands' address, Dr. Riegner's paper which
vas received with utmost attention, four Jewish regional reports by Prof.
Talmon on Israel, Rabbi Brener on Latin America, Dr. Ehrlich on Western
Europe and by Rabbi Tanenbaum on North America, es well as a peper by

Dr. E. Fisher, supplemented by statements by Prof. Fumagalli (on Italy) and
by Sidic on a broader frame.

L. A very thorough discussion of the "Notes'" had been introduced by a
very thoughtful and carefully prepared paper by Dr. G. Wigoder and by
papers delivered by E. Fisher and J. Mejia. Significant interventions were
mede in the discussion by a number of Catholic participants (in particular
Willebrands, Bishop Mehon, F. Dupuy, F. Dubois, F. Michel [a specialist on
Islam in the Secretariat for non-Christians], F. Angell and Dr. Poorthuis
from Holland), most of whom did not try to conceal their criticism.

Sie The Catholic side carefully listened to what we had to say on the absence
of prior consultations, on the danger of & relapse into substitution or
approprietion theology, on the issues of Israel and of the Shoa. Cardinal
Willebrands recognized the significance of Israsel (and of the Shoa) for the
Christians and said that "we needed another Bea to wxk on the political
level." We were assured that commentaries and adjustments will be added




to the "Notes", with specific guidelines for their proper implementation.
Instructions to that effect were being sent to all Bishops' Conferences.

6. The discussion was of an exceptionally high level, without ever
eschewing the fundamental issues and in a spirit of genuine dialogue.

The Catholic side clearly acknowledged the ambiguities and weaknesses of
the "Notes". The main Catholic speakers (Cardinal Willebrands, Mejia

and Fisher) had shown a defensive attitude. Much, of course, will depend
in the future on the way in which the "Notes" will actually be interpreted
end used in teaching and preaching.

T We were much impressed by the active participation of the President of
the Zaire Bishops' Conference, Bishop Monsengwo Pasinya, who is also & member
of the Pontifical Biblical Commission, and who offered & beautiful and flaw-
less reading in Hebrew of Psalm 2L at the beginning of the second day.
Cardinal Etchegaray, who had to attend the funeral of Cardinal Roy in Canada,
made a special effort to come directly from the airport to the concluding
luncheon in order to meet with the participants.

8. It should also be noted that Mgr. Luigi Gatti, from the Council for
Public Affairs (Silvestrini) attended all the meetings and the joint lun-
cheons. It was the first time that someone from that outfit perticipated
in the Lisison Committee.

9. The joint release, again for the Tirst time, included an opening
paragraph outlining the following "program of action for the immediate
future":

"The six points of the program are: 1) to disseminate and explain
the achievements of the past two decades to our two communities;

2) to undertake an effort to overcome the residues of indifference,
resistance and suspicion that may still prevail in some sections of
our communities; 3) to work together in combatting the tendencies
toward religious extremism and fanaticism; U4) to promote concep-
tual clarifications and theological reflection in both communities
and to create appropriate forums accepteble to both sides, in which
this reflection can be deepened; 5) to foster cooperation and |
common ection for justice and peace; 6) to undertake a joint study

of the historical events and theologicel implicetions eof the exter- |
mination of the Jews of Europe during World War II (frequently '
called the 'Holocaust' or, in Hebrew, Skoah). A steering committee
will be established to work the details of this program."

The first five items were taken from Dr. Riegner's main paper, and the
sixth (on the Shoah) was added at the initiative of the Catholic side as &
result of the discussion which had taken place on the "Notes".

10. During the private audience granted to the Liasison Committee by the Pope
on 28 October he underlined the 'epoch-making' character of Nostra Aetate
vhich "changed the existing relationship between the Church and the Jewish
peope and opened quite & new era in this relationship. He said: "The
Catholic Church is always prepared, with the help of God's grace, to revise




and renew whatever in her attitudes and ways of expression happens to
conform less with her own identity... This she does, not out of any
expediency nor to gsin a practical advantage of any kind, but out of a
deep consciousness or her own 'mystery' and a renewved willingness to
translate it into practice.'" He also stressed the very special links
between the Church and the Jewish people - "a relation which could well

be called a real 'parentage', and which we have with that religious
community alone, notwithstanding our many connections with other world
religions, particularly with Islam... This link can be celled a 'sacred'
one, stemming &s it does from the mysterious will of Gecd." Speaking of
the "Notes", the Pope felt "sure that they will greatly help towards
freeing our catechetical and religious teaching of a negative or inaccurate
presentation of Jews and Judaism, in the context of the Catholic faith.
They will help to promote respect, appreciation and indeed love for one

and the other... By the same token, antisemitism in its ugly and sometimes
violent menifestations should be completely eradicated." Again, referring
to the "Notes'", the Pope echoed some of the criticism levelled by mentioning
in particular the need "to fathom the depths of the extermination of meny
million Jews during the second World War." He gave to understand that
there was room for change, that more progress could be achieved "with due
respect of the identity of each side."

11, In his address to the Pope, Rabbi Waxman stressed the significance of
the Shoa and of the re-establishment of the State of Israel. Alluding to
what the Pope had said a few days earlier in & general audience, he added:
"We have noted with distress lapses frow time tou time into the old and
repudiated language by some Catholic authorities.' Similarly, in his speech
to the Liaison Committee, Dr. Riegner said: "That we still have a long way
to go is also born out by occasional relapses which we thought we had left
behind us. Let me say in this connection that we read with great astonish-
ment the speech which Pope John Paul II made last week to the general audi-
ence." We were informed that apologies for that speech had been made to
Chief Rabbi Toaff on behalf of the Holy See.

12. It should be noted that the Catholic side was much impressed by the
level and quality of the Jewish representation. Some of the Jewish new-
comers were equally impressed by the depth and frankness of the discussions,

F o

It is felt that many more should, in the future, be exposed to this kind of
encounter. There was, on both sides, a consensus ¢n the excellent quality
of the papers delivered.

13. As could have been anticipated, not &ll problems had been solved. But
it can be said that we did move into the right direction. There is ground
for encouragement in the openness of the other side to respond to some of
our major concerns, even in the field of doctrine.

1. A message was addressed by Rabbi Wexman on behalf of IJCIC to the
extraordinary Synod of Bishops convened to examine the achievements of
Vatican Council II, containing quotations from various statements by the
Pope and expressing the hope that the process of renewal instituted by
Nostra Aetate would further advance.




15. A detailed and objective written report was circulated during the
meeting about the non-encounter of the Pope with the Jewish community in
the Netherlands, under the title "The Dutch Jews and the Papal Visit'.

It is understood that, while not signed, it was written by Dr. Poorthuis,
the Secretary of the Catholic Committee for Relations with the Jews. The
fact that such a document should have been circulated as part of the
background papers is not without significance.

16. The IJCIC delegation felt genuinely concerned by the incident which
occurred with the New York Iimes which could have been interpreted as an
endeavour to undermine the efforts mede in Rome to enlist the cooperation
of the Vatican towards & fuller and more meaningful dislogue. A long
meeting took place with the Vatican correspondent of the New Ycork Times,

in vhich most members of the IJCIC delegation participated, with the
exception of Rabbi Tanenbsum who had slready left. Furthermore, lengthy
interviews took place with correspondents of Radio Vatican (German program),
Reuters, the Chrishian News Service, JTA and the Jerusalem Post.

17. At the initiative of the Catholic side, the Lateran Pontifical Univer-
sity organized at the University after the end of the Liaison Committee
meeting an academic gelebration of the 850th anniversary of Maimonides,
followed by & reception. While the lecture delivered by F. Marcel Dubois
on Maimonides and Aquinas had been found quite dissppointing and almost
irrelevant to the event, the lecture by Rabbi Wurzburger had most appro-
priately and convincingly highlighted the Jewish specificity of Rambam's
thought and Biik. This lecturs bed %ecen very vell rececived. At the end

of the ceremony, Cardinal Willebrands made a very warm statement.

" 18. The text of the joint release and the list of participants are attached.

Jean Halpérin
6.11.1985
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“ZIONISM IS NOT RACISM”
Dr. Oswaldo Aranha Filho

Brasil

5 de novembro de 1985

In the history of humanity, great movements
played a fundamental role. They were responsible for pulling

Jﬁﬂ““??# mankind out of the barbarian ages and bringing it, over the

centuries,. to the present stage of civilization. By bringing
together different factions, by uniting opposite tendencies,

by transforming social structures, by changing life processes,
by liberating human conscience, by carrying belief to the fur-
thermost places — they gave rise to new conceptions of society
and altered the courses of peoples and nations.

) These movements, whether religious or political,
while exerting their influence upon the destinies of peoples,
often suffered violent aggressions from opposing factions.
Always interpreted in a distorted manner, perverted by the dis-
content of those who oppose their beneficial reforms, these
movements continue — notwithstanding the attacks they endure—
their endless struggle to form new conceptions of life and
society, thus influencing essentially the history of mankind.

Christianity, in the grandiosity of its unique
presence over these two thousand years of our history, suffered
great atrocities without ever letting them weaken its extraordi-
nary creative strength and its vast civic, social and religious
resources, with which it shaped present-day civilization.

Always pacific, but never passive, these movements
bequeathed to man the basic element of his survival: faith.

Specifically, in the dramatic history of the
Jewish people, there is a movement which, in the moments crucial
to Jewish survival, gave this people the means to resist, the
civic courage and hope to continue to exist, because in Zionism
the Jewish people ‘found the great motivation for its unity.
Although scattered, Jews were spiritually more and more united;
deprived of a home, which is the root of a people, the homeless
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upheld themselves on the roots of hope, the hope to someday
attain that which had been denied to them during more than two
thousand years. .

Conceived by Birnbaum in 1890, instituted as a
political movement in 1896 through the immense vision of a great
statesman, Theodor Herzl, and sustained by unique personalities —
such as Weizmann, Ben Gurion and Rabbi Silver, among many others —
Zionism offers to the Jewish people in modern times the elements
which were lacking due to the absence of a homeland. The return
to Zion, therefore, is in itself the corollary of national
conscience.

The great reaction to this movement, as to others
before it, is of a violent nature, but Zionism continues peace-
fully to conquer space for the return to the Promised Land. As a
historic example, in 1918, the Zionist Committee — which lent
political and administrative recognition to the Zionist movement
and was also accepted by the British Foreign Ministry — arrived
in the land of Palestine with a basic mission, among others: to
establish friendly relations with the Arabs and other non-Jewish
communities. However, in spite of the existence today of the
Jewish State, Israel, which was built an the foundation of the Zionist
ideal, a product of thousands of years of suffering and pain,
and which instilled in the citizens of the new State a liberal,
egalitarian, equitable mentality, an eagerness to insure justice

for all, and in spite of the irrefutable evidence that the struggle
/ of Zionism aims exclusively at the cohesion of a pecple by way of
;A refurn o the land of its historic origins, there still persist
“vioclent reactions to the movement that united the wanderers of
the Diaspora.

The stoic determination born out of the hope raised
by the Zionist movement, gave the Jewish people strength, aware-
ness and a sense of togetherness which allowed Jews to resist and
survive the atrocities of Nazism and the constant injustices
against the movement — such as the United Nations vote, ten years
ago, condemning Zionism as an act of racism.’

Today, here, bearing in mind another vote — the
one taken on November 29, 1947, at the same United Nations, pre-
sided on that occasion by a Brazilian — I bring to the table of
this assembly for a decision which will lend permanent dignity to
this Conference, the 7th resclution which affirms, in light of an
analysis of the actions and history of this Movement, that Zionism
does not carry the stain of despotism or racism. g

m—
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Dear Rabbi Waxman,

I am commissioned by the Holy Father, Pope John Paul II,
to express his gratitude and heartfelt appreciation for the beautiful
giff you gave him on behalf of the International Jewish Commisson on
International Consultations at the audience of 28th October last.
This Codex Maimuni, containing the Mishneh Torah of the great Jewish
philcsopher and scholar with whom our cwn philosophers and theologians
of the Middle-Ages had so many and.close links, has a very special
significance.

I am sure to interpret the Holy Father's feelings and in-
tentions if 1 say that the gift in itself, but also the occasion on
which 1t was offered, namely the meeting of the International Liaison
Committee between the Catholic Church and Judaism for the commemoration
of the 20th anniversary of the promulgation of the Declaration "Nostra
aetate", are higly simbolic.

© Both, ifA fact, the—gift -and the*occasion foretell-a -still-
deeper spirituzl and religious exchange between both our religions
and the men and women who profess them, a true and solid foundation
for mutual understanding at all levels and for the collaboration we
are called to.

I am happy to use this occasion to express my deep satis-
faction for the meeting we had three weeks ago in Rome and tec thank
you and through you the other participants on the Jewish side for their
significant contribution to its success.

With many good wishes and regards, I remain
Sincerely yours,

b Wt Gut b 2

----- ~A~=dinal Willebrands
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THE NEW YORK TIMES

Vatican Recognition of Israel Has Been Discussed for Years

" To the Editor:

Edgar M. Bronfman, president of

the World Jewish Congress, is a re-
spected figure in the Jewish com-
munity. He rightly reflects the deep
feelings in that community support-
ing the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the Holy See and Is-
rael as an important contribution to
the advancement of peace in the Mid-
dle East.
. But I regret to say that the remarks
(news article, Nov.. 7) attributed to
him contain a number of serious er-
rors. During the audience of Jewish
leaders with Pope John Paul II on
Oct. 28 in Vatican City — an audience
that lasted 45 minutes, not 15 — the
issue of Vatican relations with Israel
was raised forcefully by Rabbi
Mordecai Waxman, chairman of the
International Jewish Committee on
Interreligious Consultations. :

In February, during a nearly hour-
long audience, Howard I. Friedman,
president of the American Jewish
Committee, urged the Pope to estab-
lish diplomatic ties with Israel, say-
ing that such a move would reinforce
the legitimization of Israel as a sover-

eign state and compel Arab rejection-
ist states to give up their illusion that
Israel will somehow disapper.
Similarly, Jewish leaders have held
a series of meetings with key officials

of the Vatican Secretariat of State,
with whom intensive discussions

have taken place on steps leading to
such diplomatic ties. Not incidental-
ly, Dr. Gerhardt Riegner, former ex-
ecutive director of the World Jewish
Congress, has been a participant in
all these conversations. Therefore, it
is factually untrue that Jewish lead-
ers have simply ‘‘exchanged polite
comments but did not forcefully raise
the issue of recognition.”

It is equally inaccurate and mis-
leading for Mr. Bronfman to say that
discussions by Jewish leaders with
the Vatican have dealt only with theo-
logical questions. Every single con-

sultation with Vatican authorities has
included, by common agreement, a
discussion of current political, social

It is bewildering to read Mr. Bronf-
man's statements in light of the ac-
tive participation of Israel Singer and
Dr. Riegner, both key World Jewish
Congress representatives, in many of
these conversations in which Vatican-

Israel relations have been a major

theme of discussion.

When diplomatic ties between the
Holy See and Israel are established,
as I expect they will be, they will re-
sult from the patient, careful diplo-
matic discussions that have been
going on over the last several years.

(Rabbi) MARC H. TANENBAUM
Director, International Affairs Dept.
American Jewish Committee

New York, Nov. 8, 1985



Jews urge Vatican

tie with Isra

By Don A. Schance

VATICAN CITY—=In a
private audience yesierday
with leaders of the American
Jewish Commitige, ope
auhn Paul 11 cetebrated the
20th anniversary of Vatican
Council II's rejection of anti-
Scmitism by reaffirming the
council's statement 'as a
word of divine wisdom.”

The 12 committee dele-
gates urged the pope to es-
tablish relations between the
Vatican and Israel to “help
create a sense of reality that
i= indispensable to peace.”
baurp, the committee's inter-
national relations direcLor,
said John Paul II "empha-
sized to us that the council
document, which has led to
more progress in Catholie-
Yewish relations in the last
20 years than in the previous
two millenia, is not just an-
other formal statement ...

but a teaching which must
be followed.”

Tanenbaum said tne
pope's statement on the doc-
ument “lifts it to a level
which has not been so clari-
fied until this morning.”

The document produced in
1965 by Vatican Il empha-
sized the spiritual patrimony
common to Jews and Chris-
tians. It repudiated historic
attempts to blame all Jews
for the death of .Christ and
to justify anti-Semitism
through the Scriptures.

It called for “mutual un-

derstanding and respect ...

and . . . brotherly dialogues. ™

The pontiff spoke in Eng-
lish to the group, which in-
c¢luded American Jewish
Commitiee

President How-
. Friedman, of Los An-
geles,

dg;dg Ellenoff, o
4an W

dent David M. Gordis.

John Paul said the docu-
ment ‘'remains always for us,
for the Catholic Church, for
the episcopate and for the

ew
Vice

(K,
Presi-
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Chairman Theo-.

pope, !t@!&hmg which musl
be followed . . . which is nec-
essary to accept not merely
as something fitting, but
much more as an expression
of the faith, as an inspiration
of the Holy Spirit, as a word
of divine wisdom.”

The pope said Christian
Jewish relations “have radi-
cally improved” since the

ocument was issued.

“Where there was distrust
and perhaps fear, there is
now confidence,” he said.
“Where there was ignorance
and therefore prejudice and
stereotypes, there is now
growing mutual knowledge,
appreciation .and respect.
There is, above all, love he-
wween us.”

“These statements are wa-
tershed documents in the
perspective of 1,900 years of
Jewish-Christian relations,”
Tanenbaum said at a press
conference. “There are parts
of the world in which, unfor-
tunately, the [Vatican II})
statements have not yet be-
gun to seep in.” ©

CIUDAD DEL VATI-
CANO, 15 (UPI). — Una
delegacién del Comité
Judio de Estados os
urgi papa Juan
Pablo [¥ a que establezca
relaciones diplomsiticas
formales eatre el Vatica-
uo e Israel.

La delegacidn, presidi-
da por Howard Fried-
snan, de geles, ti-
ular de la comitiva de
doce personas, se entre-
vistd al mediodia con el
Bumo Pontifice.

La reunién adquirid
Iimportancis debido a la
programada visita oficial
de dos dias a Roma gque
realizaré, el préximo lu-
nes, el primer ministro
israell, Shimon Peres.

Se considera como “ea~
sl segure’’ que, en la
oportunidad, Peres se
reunird con Juan Pablo

II.
k Esta seria la primera

" tro israelf se redins con el

Piden al Papa establecer
relaciones con Israel

vez que un primer minis-

Papa, desde gue Golda
Meir tuvo una audiencia

con Paulo VI el 15 de gunos estados™.

enero de 1973. El 7 de La delegacién también
enero de 1982, ¥itzhak «“alents” al Papa a visitar
Shamir, entonces minis- Jgrael, dijo el vocero.

tro de Beleciones Exte-
riores de Israel, fue reci-
bido a su vez por Juan
Pablo IL

¢ Obstécuics

El Vaticano publicé el
mensaje de Juan Pablo IT
a la delegaci6n en el cual
condend el antisemitis-
mo y dijo que rezaba por
Is paz en Oriente Medio.

Un vocero del comité
afirmé que Friedman di-
jo al Papa, en su
alocucién, que “el prineci-
pal obstéculo pars ls pas
en el Medio Orients es la
flusiéon de muchos de los
estados vecinos de Israel

de que ia legitimided so-

berana y la existencis de
Israel
das si no obtiene el reco-
nocimiento formal de al-

El tema del restableci-
miento de relaciones en-
tre el Vaticano e Israel
ha sido analizado en va-
rias oportunidades ante-
riores.

Fuentes del Vaticano
dijeron que existen dos
obstdculos principaies
para ese reconocimiento.

Primero, que el Papa
ha pedido varias veces
que se acuerde un estatus
internacional a Jerusa-
lén, que Israel considera
como su capital, y en se-
gundo lugar que Juan
Pablo II ha hecho varias
invocaclomes para que se

dé “uns justa solucién al
problems . J

pueden ser mina-

CLARIN (BUENOS AIRES)
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‘The attached analysis of the Notes on the Correct Way to Present the Jews and
Judaism in Preaching and Catechesis of the. Roman Catholic Church is offered to
help rabbis, religious educators and synagogue leaders assess how this document
, may best be used in their community to stimulate better understanding between
‘Catholics and Jews as an appropriate way to mark the 20th anniversary of Nostra
_Aetate. This historic document Set in motion an irreversible movement to
.eliminate the "teaching of contempt'; to reassess the negative portrayal of Jews
~and Judaism which has caused so much pain and suffering over the last two millenia.

The Notes, the subject of much critique by Jewish and Christian leaders in the
United States, England, Germany and Israel, is a document prepared by the Vatican
Commission for Religious. Relations with the Jews, intended for use by Catholies.
It is not a Papal Declaration and does not bear the significance of such a state-
ment. '~ Since the Notes build on Nostra Aetate and the Vatican Guidelines of 1975
they must be considered in context with these documents, with the statement by
Msgr. Jorge Mejia at the Press-Conference releasing the Notes, as well as various
Pdpal Declarations, to be properly understood. As is the nature of Vatican Com-
mission statements, the Notes are carefully crafted and delicately nuanced from
both a polltlcal and a religious perspective.

'Several sections move beyond Nostra Aetate and the Vatican Guidelines to correct

‘stereotyped misconceptions of Jews and Judaism. More than any previous document,
". the Notes stress the Jewish roots of Christianity, the Jewishness of Jesus, and

‘and his close relationship to the Pharisees. The Notes urge that special care

- be taken when reading the New Testament, especially regarding pejorative refer-

- ences 'to Jews. There is a movement from implicit to explicit acknowledgement of
the validity of Jewish witness to this day as well as references to the origin
of Catholic Liturgical structure in Jewish tradition. Rev. John Pawlikowski has
used this section constructively to call for major structural reform of some
troublesome aspects of Catholic Liturgy.

The expressed desire to encourage joint social action based on the prophetic
tradition was anticipated in the resolution adopted by the UAHC Board of Trustees
at their meeting in May 1985, which called for greater cooperation between
Catholics and Jews on issues of common concern.

The Notes reaffirm condemnation of anti-semitism and repudiation of Deicide.
Continued concentration on the theological significance of the death of Christ
rather than the historical aspect provides little opportunity for Catholics to
understand the devastating effect of the Deicide charge on Jews and even less
opportunity to correct this misinterpretation.




There is an additional acknowledgement that the Vatican Commission is striving to

present the relationship between both Testaments in a way that "fully recognized
the validity of the O0ld Testament," that does not exclude "other readings," (i.e.,
not Catholic interpretation), while also striving to be faithful to Catholic
teaching. A unique model for helping Christians and Jews understand the differ-
ences in Biblical interpretation was developed in the recent Congregations in
Dialogue project prepared by the Department of Interreligious Affairs.

The Notes' emphasis on typology - the only interpretive model mentioned in the
document - was severely criticized by both Catholics and Jews since this outmoded
and largely discarded approach to Biblical interpretation has supercessionist over-
tones which traditionally result in negative portrayals of the Jews and Judaism.

Criticism of the treatment accorded Israel and the Holocaust in the Notes reflect
heightened expectations based on statements by the German Bishops in 1976:
Apart from some admirable efforts by individuals and groups, most
of us, during the time of National Socialism, formed a church com-
munity preoccupied with the threat at our own institutions, we turned
our backs to this persecuted Jewish people and were silent about crimes
perpetrated on Jews and Judaism...Christians even took active part in
these persecutions. :

Pope John Paul II, standing at Auschwitz, stated, "I pause with you before the

: inscription in Hebrew. This inscription awakens the memory of the people whose

sons and daughters were intended for total extermination...It is not. permissible

H?Lf}for anyone to-pass by this inscription with indifference.'" In a 1984 Good Friday

apostolic letter, Pope John- Paul II declared, "For the Jewish people who live in
the State of Israel, and who preserve in that land such precious testimonies of
their history and their faith, we must ask for the desired security and true

tranquillity that is the prerogative of every nation." It was hoped that these

understandings and those of a much more advanced statement by the United States
Catholic Bishops in 1975 would be reflected in the Notes. Instead, most critiques,
Jewish and Christian, found the treatment of Israel inadequate and the single .
vague and passing reference to the Holocaust particularly disturbing. The ultimate
significance-may be that these issues appear for the first time in a Vatican docu-
ment that opens the door to inclusion of these vital issues in Catholic catechesis.
The call for in-depth treatment of the Holocaust and for upgrading diplomatic
relations between the Vatican and Israel is now heard from both Catholic and Jewish
sources. In the dialogue process Jewish understanding that Vatican statements re-
garding Israel may be guarded because of concern about the fate of the Catholics
living in Arab lands does not mean that our disappointment regarding such treatment
should be muted. The Vatican needs to understand how such caution affects Catholic-
Jewish relations.

The United States Catholic Bishops offered a more unambiguous statement in 1975:

In dialogue with Christians, Jews have explained that they do not
.consider themselves as a church, a sect, or a denomination, as is

the case among Christian communities, but rather as a peoplehood

that is not solely racial, ethnic or religious, but in a sense a
‘composite of all these. It is for such reasons that an overwhelming
‘majority see themselves bound in one way or the other to the land of
-Israel. Most Jews see this tie to the land as essential to their
Jewishness. Whatever difficulties Christians may experience in shar-
~ing this view, they should strive to understand this link between




land and people which Jews have expressed in their writings and
worship throughout two millenia as a longing for the homeland,
holy Zion."

It is no wonder that the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consulta-
tion (ILJCIC) found that the Notes reflected a "regressive spirit,'" that while the
document contained much of value, some of the "formulations' represent a retreat
from earlier Catholic statements. The Notes are ambivalent, ambiguous, confusing,
and even contradictory in some instances. The statement appears to represent
differing strains of thought which lack consensus and reflect a more conservative
approach to theology that is deeply disturbing. While the Press Conference served
to clarify some problem areas, others were never clearly confronted. The conserv-
ative nature of the Notes is evident in its persistent use of the term '"0ld Testa-
ment' rather than "Hebrew Scriptures,' the term employed by more progressive
Christian theologians. There is also a basic contradiction between these sections
of the Notes when one statement depicts the Jews as chosen by God for the purpose
of preparing the coming of Christ, while another section calls upon Catholic ed-
ucators to provide '"precise, objective, and rigorously accurate teaching on Judaism."
Which standard are Catholic educators to meet? Accurate teaching about Judaism
necessitates that Catholic students learn how Jews interpret the purpose of their
chosenness. The inference, present even during the press conference, that the
“rupture" between Judaism and the "young church'" was caused by the refusal of Jews
to accept Jesus as their Messiah presents a simplistic portrayal of the partlng of
the ways, hardly unilaterally the "fault' of Jews.

The basic flaw inherent in the Notes is that they do not reflect the stated intent,
that Christians "must learn by what essential traits the Jews define themselves in
the light of their own religious experience. Rather, the Notes show Catholic
educators how to fit information about Jews and Judaism into traditional Catholic
teaching.

Much of the controversy could have been avoided if the Jewish community had been
consulted in the process. History informs us that Jews have a valid concern about
the way in which Jewish tradition, beliefs and practices are depicted in Catholic
preaching and teaching. More attention should also have been paid to the views of
American Catholics who have the most extensive experience in communication with the
largest Jewish community in the world. Consultation does not mean veto power. It
merely ensures a heightened awareness to sensitive areas to preclude the develop-
ment of misunderstandings. Lack of such communication necessitated the scheduling
of a Press Conference by Msgr. Mejia to "clarify'' the Notes. The inclusion in the
Notes of statements expressed at the Press Conference would have ameliorated much
of the criticism.

It is important to place the Notes in proper perspective. Vatican Commission state-
ments are, by nature, more cautious and conservative than similar statements
emanating from American Catholic sources. Both Nostra Aetate and the Vatican
Guidelines, (1975), were also criticized when adopted, for earlier drafts of each
held greater promise than the versions finally adopted. Yet Nostra Aetate trans-
formed the way in which Catholics and Jews relate to each other and the Vatican
Guidelines, despite reservations, made significant progress, representing step-by-
step advances in a relationship still in its infancy. The Notes represent a

more complex problem, for they take us forward a few steps in some directions,

yet retreat in others. Pawlikowski and Oesterreicher regard the Notes, on balance,
as a small advance. Dr. Fisher is even more positive in his assessment. Brockway's
views are, in some instances, more negative than IJCIC's. Pawlikowski and




Oesterreicher are critical of IJCIC for releasing their critique through the media.
Given the sequence of events, the lack of prior consultation before the scheduled
release of the Notes by the Vatican Commission, given the inability of the Com-~
mission to postpone public release of the Notes plus pressure from the press, which
had advance copies, to respond, IJCIC would appear to have had little choice but to
respond publicly to the release of a publlc document in which Jews have a vital
stake.

In the end, the definitive analysis will depend on how the Notes are used.

In one instance, the Notes were initially used by a Catholic Bishop in Canada
to decline joining in an ecumenical statement denouncing the anti-Jewish sentiments
expressed by a former teacher found guilty of promoting hatred against Jews in his
classroom lectures. He reportedly based his decision on a desire to thoroughly
study and digest the Notes. He subsequently changed his mind and issued a separate
statement. : .

A few Jews also initially questioned involvement in the Dialogue process in view of
dissatisfaction with some sections of the Notes. Despite disappointments, consider-
able progress has taken place in the twenty short years since Nostra Aetate, pre-
cisely because they provided opportunities for Dialogue which made such progress
possible.. The Notes are not a finished product. There are many gaps that will be

filled in. Whether they represent an advance or retreat. the more productive re-
sponse is to deepen the process of communication.

" The Catholic-Jewish Relations Committee, Archdiocese of New York, on which Rabbi
Jerome Davidson and I both serve, chose a more positive approach. For the last

‘year, the Committee has been revising the Cuidelines for Catholic-Jewish Relatioms,
adopted by the Archdiocese in 1969. Despite the fact that this, too, is a document
intended for use by Catholics, Jewish members of the Committee have been involved
and consulted at every step along the way, avoiding the type of controversy surround-
ing the Notes. Confronted with problems presented by the Notes, the Committee
decided to issue a joint Study Guide designed to help Catholics and Jews use the

. Notes in a productive way that enhances the Dlalogue process.

The Notes provide Catholics and Jews with an opportunity for Dialogue on topics
such as:

Israel - The Parting of the Ways

Holocaust Liturgy

Covenant, Biblical Interpretation

Election What Catholics and Jews Do/Should

Teach about Each Other
Mission and Witness

The Notes'call for action on a joint Social Justice agenda will find a ready :
response from Reform congregations on issues of common concern, such as nuclear
disarmament and economic justice. Two publications available from the Depart-

ment of Interreligious Affairs will be particularly helpful:




THE CHALLENGE OF SHALOM FOR CATHOLICS AND JEWS
JEWS AND CHRISTIANS: TEACHING ABOUT EACH OTHER

Focus on the intent of the Notes, as expressed in the Conclusion, will enable
Catholics and Jews to move beyond dissension and disappointment in our advance
toward true Dialogue.

Conclusion -~ Notes

Relipious teaching, catechesis and preaching should be a preparation not only for
objectivity, justice, tolerance but also for understanding and dialogue. Our two
traditions are so related that they cannot ignore each other. Mutual knowledge
must be encouraged at every level. There is evident in particular a painful ig-
norance of the history and traditions of Judaism, of which only negative aspects
and often caricature seem to form part of the stock ideas of many Christians.

Press Conference

We earnestly hope that the deep study of many paragraphs in the present text, done
by both parts, also in the context of a discussion free of preconceptions and care-
fully attentive to the sometimes delicate nuances, will help towards this all im-
portant aim, which is also the condition sine qua non for common action, truly
efficient, in favour of the ideals we hold dear and have inherited on both sides
from the common biblical tradition.

Annette Daum

Coordinator

Department of Interreligious Affairs
Union of American Hebrew Congregations




ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION

To be properly understooed, the Notes on the Correct Way to Present the Jews

and Judaism in Preaching and Catechesis of the Roman Catholic Church, issued in

June 1985, should be considered in context with Nostra Aetate, the Vatican
Guidelines of 1975, and the remafks of Msgr. Jorge Mejia at his Press Conference
which clarified the intent o;_the Notes. Quotations from these sources on various
matters of concern between Catholics and Je#s appear on the following pages. |

Pertinent comments by prominent Christians in the field of Christian-Jewish

Relations-have been addedlto hélp-;he reader assess the impact of the Notes.

SECTION I - RELIGIOUS TEACHING AND JUDAISM

NOTES

As Pope-John Paul II stated in his address on March 6, 1982,

The Jews and Judaism should. not occupy an occasional and marginal place
in catechesis: their presence there is essential and should be organic-
ally integrated. Awareness of the faith and religious life of the Jewish
people as they are professed and practised still today, can greatly help
us to understand better certain aspects of the life of the Church.

PRESS CONFERENCE - Msgr. Jorge Mejia. (Purpose of Notes.)

...to prepare a kind of guide for the use of all those who in the Catholic
Church are faced with the difficult task of presenting to our faithful the
Jews and Judaism in the light of the new pastoral and doctrinal developments,
flowing from the Conciliar Declaration '"Nostra Aetate" of whose promulgation
we celebrate this year the 20th anniversary, as also from the "Guidelines
and Suggestions for the application of the Declaration...'" published by our
- Commission at the end of 1974.

The Notes acknowledge and reiterate the principles expressed in the Vatican Guidelines,
1975, which stress that
Christians must strive to acquire a better knowledge of the religious tradition
of Judaism. They must learn by what essential traits the Jews define themselves
in the light of their own religious experience.

The controversy surrounding the Notes erupted over the question of how well specific

recommendations in the Notes carried out this intent.



COMMENTS

The Notes themselves emphasize at the outset the necessity for learning ''by
what essential traits the Jews define themselves in the light of their own

religious experience," yet direct their attention mainly at the traditional
categories of Christian teaching. Eugene Fisher

If the Church is to take seriously one of the cardinal principles of the
1975 Guidelines--Christians must come to understand Jews as they define
themselves--it is imperative that the Jewish community have the chance to
comment on definitions of Jewish existence in ecclesial documents before
they are released to the church at large. Rev. John T. Pawlikowski

SALVATION

NOTES
In virtue of her divine mission, the Church which is to be the all-embracing
means of salvation in which alone the fulness of the means of salvation can
be obtained must of her nature proclaim Jesus Christ to the world. Church
and Judaism cannot be seen as two parallel ways of salvation.

PRESS CONFERENCE - MEJTA

In-this 'section there is the affirmation about Christ and his saving event as
central to the economy of salvation - an affirmation which is essential to the
Catholic faith. This does not mean however that the Jews cannot and should not

draw salvific gifts from their own traditions. Of course, they can'and should do so.

COMMENTS

The description of the centrality of Christ for redemption in the Christian
faith perspective is also not handled as well as it might. The tone in some
paragraphs (especially I:7) seems unduly hard with little to talk about in a
dialogue on the matter. What is lacking here is the, 6 expression of some spirit
of rethinking Christian expression and communication in this regard that was
so positively striking to both Catholics and Jews in the paper on dialogue
presented by Tomaso Federici to the official Vatican-Jewish International
Dialogue some years ago. It is a shame that none of the tone and content of
that paper seems to have penetrated the Notes. Pawlikowski.

Can we as Christians continue to insist in good faith that the "Church and
Judaism cannot then be seen as two parallel ways to salvation"? If so, must
we not make clear that Judaism and Christianity understand "salvation" in
radically different ways and that the Christian way to "salvation" is no more
the Jewish way than the Jewish way is for Christians? Simply to state it as
I:7 does is to suggest that only the Church is in possession of the truth....
I might add that "maintaining the strictest respect for religious liberty,"
while certainly a laudable intention, is the bare minimum Jews could expect
from Christians in this, the twentieth century = but it falls far short of
the theological affirmation of Judaism that would seem to be demanded by the
dialogue in which we have been engaged. Allan R. Brockway




The sense of the intimacy of the "spiritual bonds" linking the Church to the
Jewish people and of the common goal of God's reign leads the Notes to doubt
the adequacy of a formulation of the relationship as simply '"two parallel
ways of salvation," which never touch or meet (I:7). Such a model from a
Catholic point of view, does not articulate well enough '""the unity of the
divine plan." This section, while yielding certain hints for a renewed
(i.e., non-triumphalist) interpretation of typology, does not offer its own
model for the relationship. As with previous documents, there is much that
remains unresolved for the dialogue. Fisher

ANTI-SEMITISM

NOTES

The question is not merely to uproot from among the faithful the remains of
anti-Semitism still to be found here and there, but much rather to arouse in
them, through educational work, an exact knowledge of the wholly unique "bond"
which joins us as a Church to the Jews and to Judaism. In this way, they
would learn to appreciate and love the latter, who have been chosen by God to
prepare the coming of Christ.

This section continues to stress the danger of anti-semitism and the importance of
providing accurate teaching on Judaism. Yet, problematically, there is still no
overt reference to the role of the Church in fostering anti-semitism over the last
two millenia. There is a small reference in a later section of the Notes,
"We must remember how much the balance of relations between Jews and Christians
over 2,000 years has been negative." While still not an overt acknowledgement,
such a statement does open the door to discussion of the role of the Church.
COMMENT
The bond between Christianity and Judaism is real enough but surely it cannot
consist in Judaism having prepared for the coming of Christ or, if that (and
that is itself open to theological debate), certainly not that alone...How
does the concept of "chosenness" relate to the observation that Israel "remains
a chosen people"? Unless I have completely misunderstood the Jewish tradition,
there is nothing that would suggest they were ''chosen" to prepare the way for
the coming of Christ. The Church might want to think that, but to offer such
a concept of chosenness to Catholics is such a gross distortion of the Jewish

understanding as to suggest that nothing has been learned in the last one
hundred years. Brockway '

ANTI-SEMITISM AND RACISM
NOTES

Education and catechesis should concern themselves with the problem of racism,
still active in different forms of anti-Semitism.




PRESS CONFERENCE - MEIJA

"The text has a renewed condemnation of antisemitism, this time however in"
relation with the need for a "precise, objective and vigorously accurate
teaching on Judaism,'" which is the aim of these "Notes." We are therefore
well aware that a lot has been made to dispel the so-called "teaching of
contempt'" (the expression comes from the famous Jewish historian from France,
Jules Isaac). But much remains still to be done, not last because there
are always new forms of racism and antisemitism ready to raise their ugly
head again.

COMMENTS

We need to get ourselves clear that antisemitism is not a form of racism.

There is nothing racial about the Jewish people; that was something the

Nazis taught us, which we should have un-learned long ago. Hatred and per-
secution of Jews (anti-semitism) is discrimination against the Jews because
‘they are Jews. Racism is discrimination against people because of their

skin colour or distinctive physiological features. These are two different
categories, and support of antisemitism results from their confusion. (Brockway)

The term "anti-semitism' itself was created by Wilhelm Marr just a century ago, as
a cover term to express anti-Judaic attitudes, which Deborah McCauley and I note
in our article, "Jewish-Christian-Feminist Dialogue: A Wholistic Vision,"

(Union Seminary Quarterly Review, Fall 1983.) Thelwérdé Jew aﬁd Judaism were re—

placed by "Semite" and "Semitism" with the prefix "anti" attached. The religious
issue was obscured under the cover of racism. The confusion, aptly described

by Brockway, persists to this day. "Anti-Judaism" is the more precise term.

MESSTAH
NOTES
Section One ends with a statement noting the "difficulty" Jews experience
"in recognizing in him [Jesus] their Messiah."
COMMENTS

Jews don't have "difficulty" recognizing Jesus as '"their" Messiah, they simply
don't do it. Any Jew who claims that Jesus is the Messiah (not to mention
"their" Messiah, that is, the Messiah as understood by the Hebrew prophets

and the Rabbis), thereby stops being a Jew. It is falsification of contemp-
orary Judaism to suggest that Jews only have some "difficulty" in that

regard. (Brockway)




SECTION II - BETWEEN THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT

ELECTION
NOTES

The definitive meaning of the election of Israel does not become clear except
in the light of the complete fulfillment (Rom 9-11) and election of Jesus
Christ is still better understood with reference to the announcement and the
promise.

Read alone, this statement could be interpreted as denying the validity of Judadism.

A subsequent statement with regard to the pronouncements of the People of Israel
appears to contradict such a view:

The permanence of Israel (while so many ancient peoples have disappeared
without trace) is a historic fact and a sign to be interpreted within

God's design. We must in any case rid ourselves of the traditional idea of
a people punished, preserved as a living argument for Christian apologetic.
It remalns a chosen people.

We must remind ourselves how the permanence of Israel is accompanied by a .
continuous spiritual feeundlty, in the rabbinical period in the Middle Ages
and in modern times: © .-

COMMENTS

This statement I believe to be truly remarkable in more than one way. On
the one hand, it acknowledges without reservation that the very Jews who
were persecuted and even killed by Christians over the centuries are to

be seen by the Church properly as martyrs ("heroic witness') and presented
as such in the classroom.

The text offers the basis for an eﬁtirely new approach to Jewish peoplehood
within the context of catechesis. Again, the results may well be revolution=-
ary in the long run for- Catholic teaching. (Fisher)

TYPOLOGY

NOTES

Typological interpretation consists in reading the Old Testament as prepara-
tion and, in certain aspects, outline and foreshadowing of the New. Christ
is henceforth the key and point of reference to the Scriptures: ''the Rock
was Christ.'

PRESS CONFERENCE - MEIJA

It is not always an easy matter to present the relations between both Testa-
ments in a way which fully respects the validity of the 0ld Testament and
its permanent usefulness for the Church. "Typology" most certainly does not
mean detracting from the proper validity of the 0ld Testament, rather the
contrary. It should be noted also that other readings of the 0ld Testament,
either in relation with the New or in itself, are not at all excluded, and
the limits of "typology' are acknowledged. :



Typological interpretation of the Bible presents persons or events in
Hebrew Scripture as "types" of persons or events found in the New Testament.
Example: Adam would be called a "type" of Christ or the manna in the Exodus
would be called a "type" of the Eucharist.

COMMENT

The document has its weaker points. What it has to say about typology, or

about the preparatory Tharacter of Judaism, should have been expressed in

greater depth and dimension. The 0ld Testament ("01d" meaning "First") is

for Christians fulfilled in the New, but for Jews it is fulfilled in the
Rabbinic tradition, what Jews call "the oral Torah." (Msgr. John M. Oesterreicher)

The statements in the Notes which seem to portray Judaism's basic vodation

as preparing the way for Christ are most unfortunate. They really seem to
clash with the spirit of the rest of the document. The fundamental flaw in
the Notes' approach to the question lies in selection of the typological
approach to the Hebrew Scriptures-New Testament nexus. The failure to dis-
cuss other theological frameworks leaves the impression, intended or not,

that this is somehow the best and/or official framework to be used by Catholics
in dealing with the issue. Exclusive use of this framework was strongly
criticized by the NCCB Secretariat Advisory Committee in its response to the
initial draft of the Notes. The Scripture scholars on the Committee in =
particular objected to the dominance in the document of an interpretative

model that had been widely discarded by their colleagues. The Committee also
pointed out that virtually no major Catholic systematic theologian writing

on Christology today employs such a typological approach anymore. Regretably
this advice was not heeded in revisions of the Notes, except to acknowledge

that typology was controversial in some circles. (Pawlikowski)

That kind of typology utilized in Notes is a large part of the problem the
Church has created in terms of the Jewish people for the last 1900-plus years,
the problem that the dialogue has struggled to overcome. That Notes should
bring it back in as a legitimate exegetical and theological mechanism is
disturbing, to say the least. (Brockway) '

NOTES
There is an acknowledgement in the Notes that:

Typology makes many people uneasy and is perhaps the sign of a problem
unresolved. ¢

PRESS CONFERENCE

It should be noted also that other readings of the 0ld Testament, either in
relation with the New or in itself, are not at all excluded, and the limits of
"typology" are acknowledged.



Dr. Eugene Fisher considers the acknowledgement of typology as a "problem
unresolved,” a '"remarkable" statement. This could represent an advance if it

opens the way to dialogue regarding new models of interpretation.

SOCIAL JUSTICE

Using the Vatican Guidelines as a base, the Commission states:

We must also accept our-responsibility to prepare the world for the coming

of the Messiah by working together for social justice, respect for the rights
of persons and nations and for social and international reconciliation. To
this we are driven, Jews and Christians, by the command to love our neighbor,
by a common hope for the Kingdom of God and by the great heritage of the
Prophets. Transmitted soon enough by catechesis, such a conception would
teach young Christians in a practical way to cooperate with Jews, going
beyond simple dialogue.

The Resolution passed by the UAHC Board of Trustees at the May, 1985 Board
Meeting calls upon Reform congregations to cooperate with the Catholic Church on
issues of common concern.

SECTION III - JEWISH ROOTS OF CHRISTIANITY

" NOTES

"Jesus was and always remained a Jew,'his ministry was deliberately limited
"to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." Jesus is fully a man of his time,
and of his environment - the Jewish Palestinian one of the first century, the
anxieties and hopes of which he shared. This cannot but underline both the
reality of the Incarnation and the very meaning of the history of salvation,
as it has been revealed in the Bible.

But there is no doubt that he wished to submit himself to the law, that he
was circumcised and presented in the Temple like any Jew of his time, that
he was trained in the law's observance. He extolled respect for it and in-
vited obedience to it.

It should be noted also that Jesus often taught in the Synagogues and in the
Temple, which he frequented as did the disciples even after the Resurrection.

COMMENT

Section III sketches the most positive and detailed portrait of Jesus' re-
lationship to the Law and to the Pharisees that has ever been attempted in an
official statement of the Church. (Fisher)



JESUS AND THE PHARISEES

NOTES

His [Jesus'] relations with the Pharisees were not always or wholly polem-
ical. Of this there are many proofs:

- It is Pharisees who warn Jesus of the risks he is running (Lk 13:31);
- Some Pharisees are praised - e.g., "the scribe" of Mk 12:34;
- Jesus eats with Pharisees (Lk 7:36, 14:1).

Jesus shares, with the majority of Palestinian Jews of that time, some
pharisaic doctrines: the resurrection of the body; forms of piety, like
alms-giving, prayer, fasting and the liturgical practice of addressing God
as Father; the priority of the commandment to love God and our neighbour.

PRESS CONFERENCE“ "MEIJA

Mention is made here of the Pharisees, the trend in Judaism of Jesus' time
to which he was nearer and with which he has had closer relations, all ap-
pearances to the contrary notwithstanding.

COMMENTS

The Notes are especially good in positing a close relationship between Jesus
and the Pharisees (only mentioned in a footnote in the 1975 Guidelines. )
(Pawlikowski)

I wish the many paragraphs of the Jewishness of Jesus had been more concrete.
Equally, the permanent value of the Hebrew Scripture with its gospel of
creation, the Decalogue given at Sinai, the injunctions of mercy for the pro-
tection of the stranger, the poor, the persecuted, and all the fragile of God's

creatures, the P:ophets' calls to righteousness, and other traits deserved to
have been mentioned explicitly. (Oesterreicher)

These sections (III and IV) respond directly to the areas of greatest diffi-
culty in the current treatment of Jews and Judaism in Catholic textbooks. If
implemented, they have the potential of revolutionizing Catholic teaching.
While the 1975 Vatican Guidelines mentioned the '"pejorative meaning" often
attributed to the word "pharisee,'" this section vividly opposes that connota-
tion with a more positive description. (Fisher)

SECTIOﬁ IV - THE JEWS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

NOTES
DEICIDE

There is moreover the sad fact that the majority of the Jewish people and its
authorities did not believe in Jesus. The delicate question of responsibilityv-
for the death of Christ must be looked at from the standpoint of the

conciliar declaration Nostra Aetate, 4 and of Guidelines and Suggestions (III).




"What happened in (Christ's) passion cannot be blamed upon all the Jews then
living without distinction nor upon the Jews of today," especially since
"authorities of the Jews and those who followed their lead pressed for the
death of Christ." Again, further on: "Christ in his boundless love freely
underwent his passion and death because of the sins of all men, so that all
might attain salvation" (Nostra Aetate, 4). The Catechism of the Council of
Trent teaches that Christian sinners are more to blame for the death of Christ
than those few Jews who brought it about - they indeed "knew not what they
did" and we know it only too well. Imn the same way and for the same reason,
"the Jews should not be presented as repudiated or cursed by God, as if such
views followed from the holy Scriptures."

PRESS CONFERENCE - MEIJA

The presentation looks rather at the theological significance of the death of
Christ and our own participation in it, as sinners. In this view .the historical
intervention of "those few Jews', and some Romans, in Jesus' passion becomes a
very secondary matter. The Credo of the Catholic Church has always mentioned
Pontius Pilate in relation with the death of Christ, not the Jews.

COMMENTS

There was surely insufficizat attention given to the removal of the historic
deicide. charge by Vatican II. Let me comment at this point on several specific
points. The first is a relatively simple one. It concerns the use of the

term "sad" to describe the original Jewish '"'mo" to Jesus. While it seems
nothing especially negative was intended by this term (on the contrary it was
meant to reaffirm the close, perpetual bond between Israel and the Church),

it carries certain overtones of basic Jewish unfaithfulness that quickly

raise Jewish antennae. (Pawlikowski)

The recognitionm that the Gospels are "the outcome of long and complicated
editorial work," etc. is welcome. But why is it a '""sad'fact that Jews did
not believe in Jesus? It is sad from the perspective of the imperialistic
Church, but is it necessarily sad from the perspective of the economy of God?

(Brockway)

SECTION V - LITURGY

NOTES

The Liturgy of the word in its own structure originates in Judaism. The prayer
of Hours and other liturgical texts and formularies have their parallels in
Judaism as do the very formulas of our most venerable prayers. The eucharistic
prayers also draw inspiration from models in the Jewish traditiom.
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Since Typology was the dominant approach to theology for so many centuries,
it was incorporated into Catholic Liturgy and remains prevalent especially during
Advent (as Christians approach Christmas) and Lent (as Christians approach Easter).

COMMENT

One clear conclusion is the conviction of the need for major structural reform

in the Advent and Lenten liturgies. But I understand this will be a long-term

process, for we will be touching upon the very nerve-center of Catholic.belief.
' (Pawlikowski)

SECTION VI - JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY IN HISTORY

This section builds én portions of the Vatican Guidelines which correct. the mis-

impression prevalent in traditional Church teaching that the history of the Jewish
people ends with the coming of Jesus.

NOTES

The history of Israel did not end in 70 A.D. It continued, especially in a
numerous Diaspora which allowed Israel to carry to the whole world a witness -
often heroic - of its fidelity to the one God and to '"exalt him in the presence
of all the living." ; "

References to the State of_iééael'and the Holocaust appear for the first time.

ISRAEL -

NOTES

i |

_Jews are described as “preserving the memory of the land of their forefathers

at the heart of their hope (Passover Seder).
The existence of the State of Israel and its political options should be envis-

aged not in a perspective which is in itself religious, but in their reference
to the common principles of international law.

Education and catechesis should concern themselves with the problem of racism,
still active in different forms of anti-Semitism.

Catholics are exhorted to

try to "understand (the) religious attachment" of the Jews to "the land of their
forefathers" and the creationof the State of Israel, about which it is said, with
extreme precision, that the "perspective" in which it should be "envisaged" along
with its "political options, is not in itself religious but in their references
to the common principles of international law," ruling both the existence of the
various states and their insertion in the community of the other states.
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COMMENTS

It affirms the relationship with the Land in context of that eschatological

hope which it sees as essential to the spiritual bonds linking our two peoples

in the perspective of God's reign. While the Notés are not ready to make their
own "any particular religious interpretation' of this relationship of people to
Land (e.g., biblical fundamentalism), catechesis, the central teaching of the
Church, needs to provide students with an understanding and positive appreciation
of it. Likewise, the existence of the State of Israel is to be taught as secure
and valid under international law though, again, one cannot take a simple biblical
fundamentalist approach to "political options'" such as the boundaries of the
State, but must deal with-them primarily (though not necessarily exclusively)

in reference to those same 'common principles of international law." (Fisher)

In the evolution of official Catholic statements the Notes represent a small
step forward, not backward, as some of the Jewish critics have charged. There
is explicit acknowledgement . of the need for Catholic students to come to under-
stand something of Jewish religious attachment to the State of Israel. No
previous .Vatican document has said.as much. At this point I must be candid and
say I am convinced that after the Incarnation the theological significance of
the land of Israel remains the second most important difference between Judaism
and Christianity. It is a subject that needs intensive discussion in the
dialogue and among Christian scholars and educators. Also, there is no reason
for .the Vatican not.to upgrade its diplomatic recognition of Israel to.thé.level
of formal exchange of ambassadors. .(Pawlikowski) -

Again, for a Christian, the State of Israel can never be "the beginning of redemp-
tion," as it .is for some Jews. Still it has religious meaning. In giving the
Jewish people .an opportunity for an independent existence and a rejuvenation of
its spirit, it is evidence that God has not terminated His covenant with the
people, indeed, that He is their faithful Lord. (Oesterreicher)

I f£ind it incredible that Notes should so trivialize the Jewish understanding
of the Land -~ and should divorce it from any Christian theological significance.
On the one hand, Notes wants to deny any particular religious interpretation,
and on the other hand, it wants to deny any religious significance of the
Jewish identification with the Land. Which is the position of the Commission?
If the former, then there is still room for discussion of Israel's theological
meaning; if the latter, all discussion is cut off. (Brockway)

The drafters had to take into account the situation of Catholic communities in
Arab countries, as well as in "highly conservative societies." (Rev. Marcel Dubois)

HOLOCAUST .

NOTES

Catechesis should on the other hand help in understanding the méaning fpr the Jews
of the extermination during the years 1939-1945, and its consequences. :

PRESS CONFERENCE - MEJIA

A brief sentence refers to the "extermination" of Jews (what is called the Shoah,
in Hebrew; the catastqggbg), during the dark years of the Nazi persecution. It
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says that catechesis "should help" Catholics to "understand" the dimensions of
such tragedy and its significance for the Jews, but alse for us, whom it also
obviously concerns. Many subsidies have already been prepared, also by Catholic
offices for education, to awaken such awareness, or else to help deepen it. Our
Commission is happy with such developments and intends, with the sentence just
referred to, to point out in them the way to be followed.

COMMENTS

The Notes mandate the development of Holocaust curricula in Catholic catechetical
materials. As on other issues, the Notes point to work to be done, the text does
not provide itself a model catechesis on the Holocaust. (Fisher)

More might also have been said regarding the Holocaust, particularly the need of
accurately assessing the implications of this event for the Church. (Pawlikowski)

The Holocaust, with its millions of victims, threatened the very existence of the
Jewish people. Seeking to do away with all moral values, it was the enemy of the
Gospel, too. Hate, cruelty, and death celebrated their greatest triumph ever.
The Holocaust needs a more discerning and compassionate treatment than the

brief mention the document gives it. (Oesterreicher)

There's little I can add to the Jewish observations about the off-hand reference
to the Shoah. If all the Church should do is understand "the meaning for the Jews -
of the extermination during the years 1939-1945, and its consequences'" and not
agonize over the meaning of that destructidon for the Christian Church and its
christology and soteriology, then we are, of all people, most desolate. It

would have been better to say nothing about the Shoah than to throw in gratuitous

words. (Brockway)
CONCLUSION

NOTES

Religious teaching, catechesis and preaching should be a preparation not only
for objectivity , justice, tolerance but also for understanding and dialogue.
Our two traditions are so related that they cannot ignore each other. Mutual
knowledge must be encouraged at every level. There is evident in particular a
painful ignorance of the history and traditions of Judaism, of which only
negative aspects and often caricature seem to form part of the stock ideas of
many Christians. That is what these notes aim to remedy. This would mean that
the Council text and "Guidelines and Suggestions'" would be more easily and
faithfully put into practice.

PRESS CONFERENCE - MELJA

We earnestly hope that the deep study of many paragraphs in the present text,
done by both parts, also in the context of a discussion free of preconceptions
and carefully attentive to the sometimes delicate nuances, will help towards

this all important aim, which is also the condition sine qua non for common
action, truly efficient, in favour of the ideals we hold dear and have inherited -
on both sides from the common biblical tradition.
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FPR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK - Rgbbi Marc H, -Tanenbaum, director éf international relations
of the Am ricsan Jeﬁish Committee, will present a survey and evaluation
W~ Morth fuseiCa
of the present state gf Catholic-Jewish relation% at a joipt
meeting of the Vaticem Secretariat on cafholic-Jeuish relations and
the International Jewish Committee fof Interreligious Consulations
(IJCIC) on Monday, October 28, in Vatican City. )
The joint Vatican-IJCIC meeting will be held from Oct. 28-3d
in the headquarters of the Vatican Secretariat. His Eminence Jan
Gardinal'w1llebranda, Secretariat president, and Habbi;Mordecai
Wasman, IJCIC cheirman, will head their respective delegations.
October 28th will mark the 20th anniversary of tba adoption
of the Batican Declaration on Non-Dhristian Religions, which marked
a tﬁnning point in'Cgtholic-Jegish relations throughout the world.
The historic §attcan Declaration condemned antb-Semitism, repudifated
the deicide charge against the Jewish péople, affirmed the common
spiritual
paxki/patrimony of Christians and Jewg,and ce&lled for "mutural respect
end fraternal dialggue” betweentis Catholic Chﬁrch and the Jewish
people. . |
Rabbi Tanenbaum was the only rabbi present as a guest obssrver
during the delibepations of Vatican Council II, and is presently in
- charge of the AJC's portfolio in relations wifth the Vgtican and
the World Council of Churches., Together with Zachariah Shuster, AJC's
international consulttant on interreligious relations, Rabbi Tanenbaum
played a central role in the consultations with Vatican authorities
and Catholic hishops. from throughout the world that led to tke adoption

of Nostra Aetate, the Vaticam Declaration on Cgtholic-Jewish relations.

FPor the past 25 years és,AJC's nptional interreligious affairs director,
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Rabbi Tanenbaum wgs a.pioneering deader 11;1 advancing Catholic=Jewish
. understanding through programs in every ﬁajor city in the United States,
Western Europe,. Central and South Amdrica, and Israel.

Rabbi Henry Sobel of Sao Paolo, Brazil, will be a member of
the AJC delegation f£o the Vatican-IJCIC meeting next week. Rabbi
éobel'is coordinator with Jaoobo Kovaﬂloff, AJC director of South
American affiars, of a Pan-ﬂmarican_COnferqnce on Catholic=-Jewish
relations that will be held in Sgo Paolo oﬁ-Nov. 2-5, That conference
is co-snonsored by the AJC and the National Conference of Brazilian
- Catholic Bishdps. $gv§ra1 Catdinals and bishdps representing tte
Brazilian Catholic hierarchy and CELAM, the Confersnce of Latin
American.bishops,ﬁill be partﬁcipating_in thgt unpéecedénted
éonsultaﬁit_m marking the 20th annivqﬂa.ary of tﬁa .edoption of Nostra

Aetate.

An audience with Pope John Paul II is expected bo be held

during the joinﬁ Vatican-TJCIC meeting next week, -
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His Eminence

Johannes Cardinal Willebrands

Pregd&dent

Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity

Vatican City, Italy
Your Eminence,

In behalf of TJCIC and its member agencies, I wish to acknowledge
withasproctebbon your thoughtful letter of Jwly 12th.

We believe that there is a need for A serious discussion between
us of the critical issues raised both by the substance and the
process that led tothe publication of the Notes.

It seems evident that owing to your heavy scheduld 1n August and
the Jewish holy days in September that it will not be km pessible
for us to meet during those months, As you rightly suggest, since
we have a scheduled consultation of the Liasion Committee for

Oct. 28 through 30, that we sgree to discuss the Notes in a
systematic way at that time,

If we agree to consider the Notes as a key issue of our agenda
on Oct. 28, there will not be a need for a separate meeting
on Oct. 27 which you thoughtfully suggestﬂf.

In light of that, it would be helpful, we believe, if we w@ould
agree rather soon of\ the agenda for the Liasion meeting.

We look forward with interest to your vesronse.

Respectfull ylf'ﬂ\‘-,

Rabbi Morton Waxman
Chairman





