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(022) 34-13-25

Constituent Agencios
The Amorican Jowish Commitiog
165 Eant 58 Suwost

Now York, NY 10022-2M8

(2121 715)-4000

B'nai B'rith Intornatignal
1640 Rhade fuland Avo., N.W.
Wushingian, DC 20038

(202 8570600

The [srsel Interfaith Assacialion
PO B.173

J'uru:'lfnm 81.077, larag!
{021 83-52-12

Synagogue Councll ol Amorica
327 Loxington Aveauo

Now York, NY 10018

{N12) €a6-8670

World Jowish Congrons
509 Madison Avonuo
Now York, NY 10022
(2120 155-6770

| apologlze §incerely to each of you who were inconvenienced by
my last-minute Inability to attend the scheduled 1JCIC meeting
on Dec. 29, at 3 p.m. | had gotten caught up in presiding at
the tragic funeral of a 92-year-old man, father of an AJC col-
league. Originally, the funeral was planned for 11 a.m., and
even with my going to the cemetery | was sure that | would be
back In time for the 3 p.m. meeting. Unfortunately, at the
last minute the family found it necessary to change the time to
1 p.m., and by the time | finished presiding at the burlal at the
cemetery, It became Impossible for me to keep my commitment to
you. When thls became apparent, | did ask my secretary to con-
tact each of you who indicated you were coming to the meeting
and explain the reasons for the cancellation.

In any case, a number of important Issues remain before us, and

| have therefore scheduled a meeting forcthls Friday morning,
January 6, at 9:30 a.m. at SCA. Telephone calls have indicated
that that would be a viable time for key 1JCIC agency representa~
tives.

Among the Issues we need to consider:
1) Cardinal Willebrands' letter to me

postponement of the Feb. 20-24 consultation on anti=Semitism In
Zurlch. A copy of his letter Is enclosed. ;

2) M. Theo Kleinis note and statement regarding the Dec. 20th '

meeting with the four cardinals in Paris.

of Dec. 28th proposing a

—

3) Analysls and evaluatnon of the effort to remove the Carmgllte}ffﬂ

convent at Aushcwitz and exploration of additlonal ways of bring-:

Ing about the desired result.

| Yook forward to seeing youwoon Friday merning.

MHT:RPR



13th seesion of the International Liaiosn Conmittee

l. Main topic: i
"Historical and religious dimensions of antisemitiwm in relation to the Shoah".

2. Placst
=5 Zurich, Jewish Community Centre, Lavaterstrasse.

40 single rooms have been booked at Hotel Engematthof, which is around the
corner, at the special rate of Sfr. 80.~ per room and per day.

3. Participation:

The Catholic side envisages 20 participants (Willebrandm, Duprey, Fumagslli,
the Archhishop of Panamm, Bishop Mahon, Eugene Fisher, Marcel Duhois and
Bernard Dupuy, as consultors, plus the speakers and experts (from Géermany,
Austria, Poland etec...) the list of which is not yet to he made publiec.
Their speakers will include Dujardin, Cazelles, Morley and possibly ene
other historian ( the name of Mlamnery was suggested).

(Fumagalli strungly recommended that Prof. Levinas be invited as one of the
Jewish participanta). DimES1o VS o
WAsT L fleric prnecemsenss of KVT-S Lot
4. Tentative agenda:
: —h G vty 1es
= Arrival to Zurich: Monday, 20 ¥ebruary )989 %LL._—;M——‘{-—-:-}?“*’_"’”
Meeting of each of the two groups.

- Tuesday, 21 February 1989 qpf (LK uter)
9 a.m. Introductions! Willebrands & ... 4 - hwkcj\ e il
History of Christian antisemitism: __,Djf Raagrom=tT (Bt

- Prof. B. Blumenkrantsz (?) L -
- Prof. Frantisek Craus, Professor of medieval hinl:ory-:B._.-———
University of Basle o=

[

- Catholic paper (?) | p T~ ﬁf P
12:30 Junch in common at the restaurant Shslom qu
_ {in the community centre) ,
v = ‘J‘,:.-,-‘ - M-@u—v—{ M\

2 p.m, Discussion — 5 i3 8  feegondonX (W‘H_)

2 oo .
- Wednesday, 22 Pebruary 1989 Htulk - 3% - 3:" e Fecasid¥in

: Y a.m Historical features of the Shosh
¢ hop e - Prol. R. HiIlbeérg (to be approached at once) -
ﬂ___j_.__'_._-—-——-——- - Prof. Saul Friedlander, UCLA/Tel-Aviv Universitice

C,MI-— . 3e -
P (05155 T eyt BOpes fokeml Socur

! 'o - 12:30 Lunch )
2 p.m. Discussion (including on the paper of Graham, circulated but
not read: Response by D¢, Gerhart M. Riegner)
9 p.m. Religious reflections on the Shoah

- Prof. Cazellen
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- Thursday, 23 Pebruary 1989

9 a.m. Jewish paper on Religious reflections on the Shoah
(Rabbi Albert Friedlander (7))

Discussion

12230 Lunch

2 Peme Exchange of informatiom:

a) Contempotrary antisemitism. Racism. Other discriminationa.
Possible cooperation.

b) Reports on the implementation of the 5 points of the common
program established in Rome, October 1985. Follow-up.

¢) Recent developments in Pastern Europe.
9 p.m. Drafting Committee

- Friday, 24 February 1989
9 a.m, Adoption of a possible statement
Conclusions.
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not, repeat not, to give advance publicity to next ILC meeting.

reason why Zurich was chosen as a site.

Please also note and share with all others that it hap been decided
This 18 the

This meeting ix going to be an

important and serious one and we don't want to jeopardize it by undue

exXpoRUTe,

Regards,

Halpérin
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February 26, 1988

MEMORANDUM

T0: Members of IJCIC

We are bringing to your attention the following agenda
items as the date of the IJCIC-WCC Consultation May 8-12, 1988
is rapidly approaching.

Please refer to the minutes of the IJCIC-WCC Liaison
and Planning Committee of May 1987, in New York, as a
background.

We are in contact with the Rev. Allan R. Brockway
(WCC, Geneva), who is presently in this country, as well as

~ with both Dr. G. M. Riegner and Prof. Jean Halperin (Geneva).

I We are enclosing the proposed program for the
May 8-12 consultation in Geneva.

II' The following is a summary of the latest exchange
with Prof. Halperin: _

A) For the opening presentation we need a keynote
paper on Jewish understanding of Tikkun Olam -- human responsi-
bility and commitment in this world.

The following names have been put forward:

(i) Dr. Benjamin Ish-Shalom, who teaches
“Mahshavah Yehudit" at the Hebrew University and wrote a
doctoral dissertation on Rav Kook. He is reputed to be
very articulate and would probably set the right tone.

or (ii) Prof. Claude Riveline, who teaches economics
and business administration at the Ecole des Mines in Paris
and has a thorough Jewish background and knowledge. He is
also on the preparatory committee of the Colloques directed-
by Prof. Jean Halperin.



B) The paper on Social Justice has already been assigned to
Mrs. Penina Herzog (who will be in any case in Geneva at taht time to
attend the World Health Assembly). She is in charge of foreign relations
at the Israel Ministry of Health and is very active in the International
Council of Jewish Women.

C) For the session on Economic Justice, we need an economist from
the U.S. with a good Jewish background, who is able to present a paper on
Jewish ethics and the furtherance of economic progress.

D) For the panel on "Justice in the Middle East" (in addition
to two Israelis -- one Jew and one Christian Arab), we need one Jewish
and one Christian paper from outside Israel.

This subject which is becoming more difficult every hour,
and even more unavoidable in the present circumstances, we need two Jewish
participants -- one from Israel and one form the Diaspora.

The following names haée been suggested:
(i) Yehezkel Laudau, a graduate of Harvard, who is

information secretary of 0z ve-shalom ( Religious Zionists for Strength
and Peace, an orthodox Jewish movement in Israel).

or (ii) Dr. Michael Rosenak of the Hebrew University.
(iii) a second speaker (?).

: E) We would welcome your reactions and suggestions at your
earliest convenience.

F) The following participants has indicated their attendance from
Europe: ‘ ' :

Dr. G.M. Riegner, Prof. Jean Halperin (Geneva); -
Dr. E.L. Ehrlich (Basel); Dr. G. Wigoder (Jerusalem);
Rabbi Jordan Pearlson (Toronto); possibly D.r Norman
Solomon (Birmingham); Rabbi Jeremy Rosen (London).

It would be desirable to include also several additonal

participants from Europe and Latin-America -- ten other participants from
the Jewish side.

Thnak you for your cooperation and continued interest.



IJCIC-V¥CC Consullstion
Geneva —- 8-12 May 1988

“Ihe Mending of Creation™

L

Sunday, 8 May
Acrival and informal reception

Monday, 9 Mav
1500 -- ~ Tittva Olaat (Jew)
"Redemption of Creation™ (Christian)
19.30 -- Discussion

Tue 0

9.00 — "The Quest for Social ]usuoe (2 papers)
i1 00 -- Discussion

1400 -- "The Quest for Economic Justice™ (2 papers) - W
16.00 — Discussion

19.30 -- Panel Discussion: " Justice in the Middie Fast™ (4 persons: 2 Israelis
{one Jew &one Christian Arab] plusone Jew &one
Christian from outside Israel)
Wednesdsy, 11 Mavw
9.00 — “The Ea.rth isthe Lord's™ — (2 papers)

11.00 — Discussion
14.00 -- General Discussion
Evening -- Free for drafting, etc.

Tl—lUPSdﬂ._ y. 12 May

9.00 --Concludin g discussion: common concerns and joint statement (if
desired) -

End with lunch
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Alion R. Brockway

The Rev. Allan R. Brockway, who Is Secretary of the Word Council of
Churches Consultation on the Church and the Jewish People (CCJP).
offers these reflections with the understanding that they do not neces-
sarily represent formally taken positions of elther the Worid Council of
Churches or of the CCUP.

"I'olheJeme“isawelcomsmanmtoftbeposiﬁonomnsedﬁsﬁamandchmr.bes
who are convinced that the Church has an evangelistic mission to Jews and the Jewish

people. Itis, however, a position | do not hold — in fact, [ find most of the objections to such
a mission listed in the statement's introduction to be biblically and theologically valid —
and in fairness | must state this at the outsel. '

A basic difficulty | have with the statement lies in its failure to take seriously the immense
amount of biblical, historical, and theological scholarship thatl has transpired during the
last fifty or so years. | have in mind the work of such people as Moore, van Buren, Parks,
Stendahl, Gager, Gaston, Pawlikowski, Osten-Sacken, and E F. Sanders who have
demonstrated convincingly, inter alia, that the picture of first-century Judaism found in
the New Testament is inaccurate, that Paul's relationship to his people is complex, and
that the messianic consciousness of Jesus cannot be taken for granted.

" The statement is founded on two fundamental assertions: salvation is only to be found in
Jesus the Messiah and it would, therefore, be discrimination against Jews to withhold the
Gospe! from them. Each of these has been seriously questioned by faithful Christians.

It is debatable whether Jesus actually thought of himself as the Messiah, though it is
certain that he was so considercd by Tuis foriowers and by the Church. The title
“Messiah™ for Jesus, particularly in the form, “Israel’'s Messiah,” is simply-inaccurate.
We in the.Church would do well to acknowledge that “Christ™ {uhas m to have a
radically different meaning from “Messiah." It is one.thing to say that salvation comes
thn:mg?ny Jesus Christ and quite another to say that it comes througirmugﬂls. for
“Messiah™ contains a complex of meanings — ranging from one anointed to be the
Jeader of the people, such as an ISraelite king. to the one who will usher in the

messianic age, complete with justice, harmony, and peace for the entire world — which

ot ot i 3 i = e TlY QESCITDE JESUS and e effect Oi nis Tinictry, It is past
fime Tor the Church actively to repent of its usurpation of the title, honoring. instead
Jews' understanding of their own werd. In “Christ” Christians have the precise title for
the message of salvation, a title that is filled with theological significance far beyond
what “Messiah™ signifies. Further, for us Christians to try to tell Jews who their Messiah
is, is a presumption that belies our denials that the Church has taken the place of Israel
in the economy of God. Let us preach the Christ, and leave the Messiah to Jews.

It is debatable whether Jesus actually thought of
himself as the Messiah.

“To the Jew First” states categareity that “God will never desert or divorce lsrael and
replace her with the Chach”. But that categorical and theologically correct statement is
immediataly fotiowed by qualifications that deny it, defining Israel in terms that limit the
people God chose to those who believe in Jesus: “First, part of Israel has always believed in
Jesus.” Presumably, it is this part of Israel that God will not desert. What about the vast
majority, the Jewish people itself?” And then, “Secondly, God has not abandoned the
branches that have been cut off. He has the power to graft them in again This means that
Go'dIeadsmdpresamﬁme.iﬁsownpecple.inaspechlwayiheyhawnolmm
unique place in God’s plan of salvation.” Apparently, since “Israel has a ‘natural” right to
salvation due to God's promises,” God's faithfulness to Israel amounts to His desire that
Jews be grafted back in on Christian terms.

e -y

18



Christian Ministry 10 the Jewish People 19

The theology =f tnes: yua==av—e i= a direct denial of the assertion that God has not
~cjected Israel in favor of the Church. It assumes that tire “true” remnant of Israel has
accepted Jesus as Messiah and that it is through this remnant that continuity with the
original people of Israel is maintained. Thus the Church becomes the “new Israel” (despite
the statement’s denial ) by virtue of those Jews who have accepted Jesus as their Messiah,
and rabbinic Judaism (that is to say the contemporary Jewish people) is left out and
therefore is a legitimate target for Christian evangelization. “Israel” is thus radically
redefined, a redefinition that contravenes the most fundamental premise of interreligious
dialogue — that partners must be allowed to define themselves in their own terms. This
theology appears, to me at least, to be an extremely serious distortion of what must have
" been Paul's meaning when he used the image of the.wild olive branches.

The statement denies that “an unconditional acceptance of rabbinic tradition (can) be
considered ™ Indead, rebbinic Judaism appears to be a principal target, indeed opponent,
of the messianic mission. Whereas Jews who accept Messiah Jesus are called to remain
Jews and to be accepted as such, the statement seems to insist that they must reject
rabbinic JuGaism in favor ui » type of second-temple Judaism that does not exist today. But
certainly they cannot remain within rabbinjc Judaism (the only kind of Judaism that now
exists, though in various contemporary forms). Jews (and Christians ) today are not in the
same situation as were those of Jesus and Paul’s time. Too much water has passed beneath
the historical bridge for them to become first-century Jews, as though rabbinic Judaism did
not now exist as normative.

T T,

. Rabbinic Judaism appears to be a principal target,
~“indeed opponent, of the messianic mission.

A.‘:{_ e
The authors of the statement deny that “mission to the Jews, if successful, would mean the
end of the Jewish'people.” But the document as a whole seems to suggest just that, as, for
instance, in the sentence from Ephesians that is quoted with approval: “Christ is to
're.copdle us both (Jews and Gentiles) to God in one body through the cross, thereby
ihmg.ng_flxhoshlhytommd*(emphasisadded}?bedearhnpﬁcaﬁonismai the
reconciliation™ can take place only when Jews become Christian, which foday means that
they stop being Jews.
We originally the Christian movement was largely composed of Jews who rem:ia
faithful to Torah, it can be argued that the spread of Christianity through the Gentile
world and the final separation of the Church from the Jewish people was due precisaly
to Gentile Christians telling Jewish Christians they need no longer be obedient to Torah.
In the end it became clear that no Jew could become a Christian and remain a
IggifimalepMOfﬂleJewishpeople.NolongerakwishsecL(}uisﬁmﬁtybeca:*--a
dfstmct and separate religion from Judaism. Thus, in terms of the statemen'” .
historical analysis, it is today all but impossible to comprehend how Jews coul:’
Jews while accepting “Jesus’ atoning death (as) their substitution for th .
offerings™ instead of the solution adopted by rabbinic Judaism. Of course :




20 Responsas

possible and even desirable for Messianic Jews to identify with the Jewish people as
people, but | would submit that the attenpt to combine the religion Judaism with the
religion Christignity can only produce a syncretism that is neither Judaism nor
Christianity.

| would submit that the attempt to combine the religion
Judaism with the religion Christianity can only produce
a syncretism that is neither Judaism nor Christianity.

The statement is, of course, comrect when it reminds us that the New Testament and

subsequent Christian theology understood that “keeping the Law (was) unnecessary for
salvation.” In fact, so far as salvation is concemed, Christ and Torah are opposing
concepts. As E. P. Sanders has demonstrated, for Paul the Law was not sufficient for
salvation, which was the only thing it lacked; there was nothing wrong with the Law, it just
did not do what Christ did. The statement mtestlnt,forrabbuuc}udmsm to live by the

.. Lawwas less a means of atonement and salvation than a matter of loyalty to Israel and the

God of Israel.” That was true not only for rabbinic Judaism (after 70 CE) but also for
Judaism during the time of Jesus and Paul.

The Christian understanding of “salvation™ was no less alien to Jews of the first century
than it is to Jews today. “To the Jew First" focuses on belief in Jesus as the Messiah,
specifically as the Messiah of Israel. It would seem that the f Christian ministry to
the Jewish people is to convince Jews that Jesus is the Messiah because. only by adherence

to that belief will they attain to salvation — but otherwise what “salvation” is for them is |

left without definition.

An important question before us today (and a question that has been with the Church from
the beginning) concerns what we actually mean when we speak of “salvation.” Once we
have become clear about that, we can speak about the waysit is to be obtained (that is, the
means of salvation). Although 2 single brief statement of purpose cannot be expected to
contain a comptete theology, it would have been helpful if “To the Jew First” had been
more specific about what the salvation is which its authors actually offer. What does

P —

“Messiah Jesus™ offer that “all people need™ Specifically, what does the salvation :

available only through Messiah Jesus have to offer Jews?

The statement is correct to use “Gentile™ to mean “non-Jew" and to reject the pejorative

significance the word has accumulated in some Israeli and other Middle Eastern Christian

circles. Christianity is a Gentile religion, but it is a Gentile religion that offers obedience to
the God of Israel. In that respect it is different from all other Gentile religions. But that

Christianity should offer its special way of obedience to the God of Israel to /srael as Ihe_

only way is so preposterous as to be beyond theological justification.

“To the Jew First” commendably renounces antisemitism. Everybody renounces anti-
semitism, though usually for general human ethical reasons, not theological reasons. In
this day and age, prejudice of all kinds and its related action (antisemitism included) is
decried by modem societies. But this statement, unfortunately, does not go beyond that; it
does not provide a theological reason for opposition to antisemitism. Instead, it offers a
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rationale for opposition to (rabbinical) Judaism that leaves open the theoretical possibility
of antisemitism: if the Gospel is the only way to salvation, then Jews must be convinced of
that. But what if they are not convinced? We Christians still love them for the sake of the
promises, a position that was held by the early Church fathers and maintained by their
descendents through the centuries. But who wants to be loved for the sake of ones
fathers? Everyone wants, and needs, to be respécted for themselves. Today's Jews —
today's Jewish people — demand, and have every right to demand, more than that, far
more than that. They have the right — and we Christians owe it to ourselves — to be fully
respected for what they can tell us about the God of those same fathers. After all, we have
dared to worship the God whom we have come to know and love through the Jewish
people. How can we have the audacity to declare that those same Jewish people can only
worship their own God if they do it in our way?

But the statement is not about worship of God; it is about salvation and the conviction that
there is no salvation apart from belief in Messiah Jesus. But the two cannot be kept
separate. “To the Jew First™ observes that “confession of the deity of Jesus is also found
with the earliest Christian Jews, both within and subsequent to the New Testament.” That
is true. But the deity of Jesus in the Christian confession does not negate the deity of the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob worshipped by Jews through obedience to Torah. It is
this God who saves. It is this God whom Christians know through Jesus Christ. And it is this
God whom Jews know through covenant and serve by obedience to Torah. | am convinced
that the Christian attempt to cause Jews to believe that Jesus is their Messiah is
tantamount to a declaration that deified Messiah Jesus is a different God from that
worshipped by Jews.

c—_—

Jews should be the last people fo whom Christians
should direct their evangelistic mission.

Christians are called to testify to what God through Jesus Christ has done for them,and to
suggest thereby that the same is a possibility for others. But, far from being first, Jews
should be the last people to whom Christians should direct their evangelistic mission. We
should never lose sight of the genuine possibility that Jews may know at least as much
about the God first revealed to them as we do, and be as closely related to Him as we are.
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Yehezkel Landau

Yehezkel Landau is Information Secretary for OZ veSHALOM, Religious
Zionists for Strength and Peoce, an Orthodox Jewish movement located
in Jerusalem.

I have been asked by the editors of MISHKA#&/to write a response to the policy statement of

the Norwegian Mission to Israel (DNI), entitled “To the Jew First™. | hesitated for a long |’
tirne before consenting. My initial reaction was to dismiss the whole matter as not worthy | .
of comment. But as [ weighed the issues more reflectively, [ concluded that there was too |
much at state to simply let the invitation go by. And when | learned that no other Jew had
accepted the offer, | felt it was essential that the editors, sponsors, and readers of MISHKAN

from a faithtul Jew why most Jews, here in Israel and elsewhere, consider an
undertaking like MISHKAN to be the equivalent of a declaration of war against the Jewish

people.

Christian “evangelism™ towards Jews has left scars on
our collective body and traumatic memories in our
souls.

Christian “evangelism™ towards Jews is nothing new. It has a long and tragic history, which
has left scars on our collective body and traumatic memories in our souls. This Jegacy of
forced conversions, and of violence against those who would not submit, is the primary
obstacle in the way of “normalized” relations between Jews and Christians. We are, thank
God, way beyond the age of disputations and apologetics. The power of the Church has
waned, and there is now a reborn Jewish state in Zion. No self-respecting Jew will today
engage in theological debate with Christians who avow, as the DNI does, to woo him away
from the Covenant of Israel and baptize him into the Body of Christ. My intent hereis not to
argue the truth or merits of Judaism compared to Christianity. Rather, | feel it my obligation
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to insist, in the name of my people, that you leave us alone to define for ourselves, in our
homeland, what our own tradition means to us.

One of the positive signs of this post-Holocaust era is the growing number of Christian
theologians who repudiate the “teaching of contempt™ whihch characterized Christianity
for centuries. In the shadow of Auschwitz, the debate over the proper interpretation of
scripture and tradition is now an internal Christian one. Within this debate, the Norwegian
Mission, together with the editors of MISHKAN, have made their position clear. They reject
this new spirit in the churches and reaffirm the classical understanding of the “claims of
the Gospe! upon lsrael.” Any moral claims which the Gospel, or human history and
conscience, may have upon them as Christians are evidently brushed aside in an
unabashed reiteration of Christian exclusionism.

Any moral claims which the Gospel may have upon
them as Christians are evidently brushed aside in an
unabashed reiteration of Christian exclusionism.

Since itis “obvious” to the DNI that “salvation is found only through Jesus,” it follows that
“mission to Israel has been considered an obvious duty for the Christian congregation.”
The direct historical ramifications of this absolutist ¢laim are, apparently, less obvious to
the Norwegian Mission. The DNI would argue that it was those malicious pseudo-
Christians who, time and again, betrayed the true meaning of the Gospel in persecuting
Jews. Its statement condemns “ecclesiastical and popular anti-Semitism™ and inveighs
against “'a triumphal ‘arrogance on the part of the Church”. But no connection is made
between these “wrong, harmful and dangerous™ attributes and the ardent attempt by that
same Church to convert Jews. “The Church's historical guilt is plain to see," the statement -
acknowledges, bu the DNI declares that the Church must continue “to preach the gospel
to the Jewish people and to incorporate those Jews who accept Christ as their Savior into
the body of Christ through baptism." With this goal, the DNI operates in the state of Israel
and supports financially such activities as MISHKAN.* Before explaining why this effort is
seen by Jews as belligerent, no less than a military assault, | want to address what |

consider to be the basic fallacy in the DNI's analysis.

The DNI thinks it was the Church’s arrogance or triumphalistic behavior that caused the
Jews to reject Christianity “as being un-Jewish or even anti-Jewish.” The Church's failure
with respect to the Jewish people is viewed by the DNI as a matter of poor public relations,
of a cruel image that betrayed the substance — for the Christian kerygma, inits own terms,
must be powerfully persuasive if not contaminated by coercion. The theological
incompatibility between Christianity and Biblical-Rabbinic Judaism is not even entertained
by the DNI as a possible reason for the Jewish “No thank you!” In fact, the authors of “To

“Editor’s Note: Hu:uﬂmoﬂummudmibuduhmdedbywwnvﬂxkdu

mmmmmuWWummmgmummm
Coundl! in lsrzel (UCCT).
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the Jew First” go to great lengths to deny this incompatibility. For the Norwegian
evangelists, it is perfectly reasonable and desirable for Jews to “practice™ Jewish rituals
and use the Hebrew language while entering the Christian fold through baptism. Since a
Jewish-Christian movement existed in the first century C.E, why not today? So, together
with the almost 2,000-year history of Christian anti-Judaism, the even longer tradition of
Rabbinic Judaism is brushed aside as irrelevant to the issue of what constitutes an
authentic, fulfilled Jewish identity. It is axdomatic to the vast majority of Jews, even with a
minimal grounding in Bible or Talmud, that a “Christian Jew" or a “Hebrew Christian™ is a
contradiction in terms, a cover for apostasy. Most of the DNI statement aims at negating
this contradiction. The definitions and criteria presented are, naturally, Christan ones —
so the theological fallacy (denying the incompatibility of the two faiths ) is compounded by
the psychological presumption that Jews can be led to see, understand, and believe as

By trying to redefine Jewish spirituality occording to
Christian criteria, and then importing this pseudo-
Jewishness into Isroel, the Norwegian Mission has
declared ifself an enemy of the Jewish people.

Now to the crux of the matter; inherent in the DNI document, quite explicitly, is a threat to
the integrity, the autonomy, and the security of the people of Israel. This threat is posed by

* the fallacies | just described, which are not merely errors in theology or psychology. By
trying to redefine Jewish spirituality according to Christian criteria, and then importing this
pseudo-Jewishness into Israel; the Norwegian Mission has declared#self an enemy of the
Jewish people. If you think this reaction unduly harsh, consider this parallel: the PLO's
famous, or infamous, National Covenant also defines Jewish identity in a self-serving way
(iLe., serving the Palestinian claim to all of Palestine). Article 20 of that manifesto states:
“Claims of historical or religious ties of Jews with Palestine are incompatible with the facts
of history and the true conception of what constitutes statehood. Judaism, being a religion,
is not an independent nationality ..." These assertions are patently false, and it is this
distortion of the truth which underlies the PLO's war against the state and the people of
Israel. The general Palestinian tendency to respect Judaism as a faith-tradition, while
denigrating Zionism as a secular, colonialist movement with no religious foundation, has
led the PLO to conceptually split the two dimensions of Jewish identity, faith and
covenanted peoplehood. This is akin to divorcing the soul from the body. At the heart of
Zonism is the integral connection between the land of Israel and th soul of the Jewish
people. This connection reflects the fact that Judaism has always been a concretizing,
this-woridly discipline of faith, an orthopraxy that requires real, tangible human bodies,
Torah scrolls, candles, bread and wine, leather phylacteries, garments with fringes,
mezuzol on our doorposts, and a land under our collective feet — a land to plow and to
leave fallow every seven years, a land to sanctify by righteous living, a land which is the
natural habitat of the Jewish people within the Divine ecology of this worid. This “true
conception of (Jewish) statehood™ the PLO cannot see, or refuses to see. So we are at war
with the PLO until it revises its own exclusionist view of Jews and Judaism.
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Now, I am a religious educator involved in the Israeli peace movement. In that capacity,
and as a religious Zionist, | make it my business to reach out to Palestinians and to share
with them the classical Jewish understanding of who we are, why we have survived all
attempts to assimilate or annihilate us, and why we have come home to Zion in this
century. This is a difficult educational task, and | have no illusions about its prospects for
success, especially given the tragic history of the Palestinians which has shaped their own
collective consciousness. But | believe it is a religious obligation to try to “make of one's
enemy a friend™ (see ch. 23 of Avot de Rabbi Natan, the midrashic commentary on the
Mishnaic tractate Pirkei Avot).

- Inthe same spirit, | appeai to the M/SHKAN readership to try to appreciate why most Jews *
the world over will see in your “Jewish evangelism™ a threat to Jewish identity and survival
as serious as the threat from those who take up arms against us. In many ways, the threat
which you pose is even more dangerous, since it is not a military one that mobilizes an
instinctive defensive response. Our Arab enemies have tried to invade our physical terrain
in order to “de-Zionize™ it. You celebrate the Jewish homecoming to the Holy Land, but you
come here with no less aggressive intentions. Christian missionaries, or evangelists, |
operating in the state of Israel today are trying to invade the intimate spiritual terrain on

It is on this sacred ground that you wish to plant your
-Christian flag, even if it features a Star of David. -

— -

|
. |
which a Jew meets God. It is on this sacred ground that you wish to plant your Christian |
~ flag, even if it features a Starof David as a sign of our “chosenness"&s God's people. Our
peoplehood, and our Zionist-expression of it, you would affirm. But the spirituality that has
always gone together with this physical vessel you still reject, because we have rejected
the Messiahship of Jesus. So you split our soul from our body, just as the PLO does — and
that is why you are not welcome here. Despite all the claims in the DNI statement about
coming “with a new love and a new feeling of kinship with the Jewish people,” this|
professed love and kinship will be rejected — because they are conditional, hence’
hypocritical. | suggest you direct all that Christian “jove™ elsewhere, in Christian countries
where your hosts will not accuse you of abusing their hospitality.
Lest | be misunderstood, let me declare unequivocally that [ am a fervent advocate of
pluralism and complete freedom of worship. The state of Israel is trying to live up to its
self-assumed task of protecting the religious freedom of its non-Jewish minority
communities. | applaud this commitment.
I have nothing against Christians, of all denominations, living and worshipping among us.
Moreover, | am tolerant enough to accept Christians “witnessing™ to the truth of the
Gospel, even in public. This [ recognize as an integral part of the Christian calling, or the
“Great Commission,” as the DNI terms it But the DNI and MISHKAN do not content
themselves with this agenda. They seek to redefine Jewishness for us, and this constitutes
an attack on pluralism as well as on Judaism. The DNI declares its objective tc be the
establishment in Israel of “congregations which predominantly consist of Christian Jews. It
is only natural that such believers have Hebrew as their main language, and that they
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integrate into their worship, services and holidays those elements of the Jewish traditions
(sic) which they find appropriate.”

It so happens that what is “natural” to the DNIis unnatural to the average Jew, who knows
that baptism and Jewish faithfulness are antithetical; who knows that Hebrew is not just
another language, who knows that the “worship, services and holidays™ of the Jewish
people are not quaint folk customs or purely ritual behaviors that can be transferred over
to a Christian setting as though they were gastronomic or esthetic preferences. These
Jewish practices, from the liturgical use of Hebrew to the kiddush benediction chanted
over the wine at a Shabbat or festival meal, are integral, inviolable expressions of the
covenantal bond between the one God of all Creation and the people of Israel. If you rip
these elernents out of their sacred, revealed context, you are committing two grave sins.
First of all, you are committing a transgression that is tantamount to “spiritual plagiarism.™
Even worse, you are progagating a collosal fraud on the potential “customers™ who may be
shopping for some religious meaning and may be tempted to buy this hybrid product
called “Christian Judaism™. In Jewish terms, it is theological sha'‘afnez, a “garment"” woven
of irreconcilable materials (like wool and linen, cf. Leviticus 19:19, Deuteronomy 22:11).

You split our soul from our body, just as the PLO does —
and that is why you are not welcome here.

——

No one can prevent an individual, or a whole congregation, from defining him/themselves
as “Christian Jews". But they, and you. must recognize that the overwhelming majority of
Jews, rooted in our tradition, will reject this definition (witness the famous Brother Daniel
case here some years ago).* We live in the twentieth century, not the first (To the PLO, |
would say: we are living in 1987, not 1947, so let's face reality as it is.) “Confession of the
deity of Jesus™ or of"his saving power to atone for sin and overcome death — this is,
normative Jewish terms, apostasy plain and 'simple. The Church’s Christ — within a
trinitarian theology. soteriology, and eschatology — is not identical with the Jewish
political-historical Messiah. Baptism into a Christian fellowship means leaving the
covenanted community of Abraham, even though one's mother is still Jewish and one’s
foreskin is still gone. Only in this technical, halakhic sense does this Christian
“believer” remain a Jew — to be welcomed back if she/he repents and returns.

These various confessiona! and behavioral commitments are too precious to either faith
community to be syncretistically blended togethef under the heading of “Hebrew
Christianity™.

Affirming also entails renouncing — such is the reality in either direction. One can’t have it
both ways, unless one creates a new religion altogether, or another limb growing on the

*Editorial Note: Brother Darniel is 2 Polish Jew (active during WWIl in the ant-Naz resistance) whose
efiorts led to the rescue of approximately 150 Jews in the Mir area. He later took shelter from the Gestapo in
a Carmelite Monastery and came to embrace that faith. After 1948 he came to lsrael and sought residency
under the Law of Return, as & Jew. The Supreme Court rejected his application, though admitting that
Brother Danie! is still & Jew according to Rabbinic law. On this issue, therefore, the Law of Return chose to
@mmww.mm&lmmmbmtdmnu&mehwm
resides at the Carmelite Monastery im Haifa
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Body of Christ that may look anatomically Jewish (being circumcised in infancy) but, in

terms of Jewish spirituality, is an offensive misappropriation of the yarmulke, or the tallic '

(prayer shawl), or the refilin (phylacteries) which adorn that body (as suggested by the
figure on the cover of MISHKAN).

History and tradition engender loyalties to an understanding of God and tc a community ..

that shares that understanding. In the Jewish or the Christian context, the test of one's
loyalty may lie in whether one observes Yom Kippur or Easter as the Day of Atonement. It

boggles the mind, and the confessing heart, to imaging embracing both; for these are two :
distinct paradigms of atonement, which cannot be combined. One has to choose,andno

theological reconstruction will succeed in squaring the circle.

Only one generation after the Holocaust, you have the
audacity to come here and shamelessly infrude into our
intemal wrestlings over the meaning of Jewish identity,
continuity, and destiny.

This choice is for each individual to make. Whatever “Great Commission” you feel you
have received, you have no business or right mixing in to tip the scales one way or the
other. MISHKAN, supported by the DNI, is a particularly noxdous attempt to intervene in
this private, existential process because the journal appears with a Jerusalem address and
under the aegis of the United Christian Coundil in [srael. Only one generation after the
Holocaust, you have the audacity to come here and shamelessly intrude into our internal

- wrestlings over the meaning of Jewish identity, continuity, and destiny. In the same issue of .
MISHKAN which featured the Norwegian Mission statement, Jan Rantrud, the Immanuel

Lutheran Church pastor in Jaffa, prises the DNI document for “break(ing) new ground in

the Lutheran context.” Why? Because “a distinct Jewish identity” is acknowledged and !
encouraged — unlike classical Christian doctrine — but the distinctiveness is defined by

Christian claims and expectations. Rantrud writes: “A definition of Jewish identity is as

uncertain as is the whole question ‘who is a Jew’ ... perhaps only Hebrew Christianity in ~

Israel will develop a true Israeli Jewish identity. Rabbinic Judaism cannot™ This is

presumptuous and perverse — a Christian deciding that he, and not the Jewish sages, is the -
arbiter of “true” Jewishness, and that only his tiny minority of Hebrew Christians are Jewish |

“believers”. | wonder how Pastor Rantrud would feel if | derogated the Church Fathers and
Martin Luther in a similar way, or if | proclaimed that only a radical refo nulation of
Christian tradition could attract the masses of estranged, nominal Christians back to
church. | strongly suggest that, instead of working to establish congregations of “Christian
Jews" in Israel, the DNI and the MISHKAN staff direct their educational energies to wooing
back all those disenchanted Christians who do not belong to any congregation or
fellowship. In other words, “to the Christian first™ But this requires a greater measure of

prophetic sel/<riticism than the MISHKAN fellowship seems prepared to engage in. -

_ Perhaps some helpful guidance can be provided by Bishop Krister Stendahl, no less
Lutheran or Scandinavian than the DNI members. (Bishop Stendahl, now back in
Stockholm, happens to be the teacher with whom | studied New Testament at Harvard
Divinity School, and we remain good friends.) In his book Paul Among Jews and Gentiles
(pp. 32-33), he offers this understanding of the Christian witness called for today:
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A prophetic corrective to too much cerfainly and a sign of the need for
repentance take precedence over any joyful assurance that God's coming in
final judgment will be vindication. Such a prophetic corrective runs through the
Bible and now seems particularly appropriate in our fime of injustice and in
our situation when we often need to be prodded by a prophetic voice out of
complacency.”

You are attacking not just Judaism and pluralism; you
are also undermining all the blessed work in the field of
Jewish-Christian reictions since the Second World War.

Having tried to explain why Jews will feel offended and threatened by the DNI policy. and
by MISHKAN as one of its vehicles, | will end this appeal on another note, no less serious
but, hopefully, more positive. You are attacking not just Judaism and pluralism; you are
also undermining all the blessed work in the field of Jewish-Christian relations since the
Second World War. Christians who have taken the Holocaust and the rebirth of Israel as a
nation-state to heart, as goads to theological rethinking and repentance, have dedicated
themselves, alongside hopeful Jews, to the sacred task of forging a new relationship
between our faith communities. You are jeopardizing the continued success of this
endeavor, and you have no right to do so. | call on you, also in the name of those Christian
allies (if they will permit me), to desist from your “Jewish evangelism™ and to join our
multilateral explorations of faith. The discoveries are exciting, sometimes painful, always
challenging. They demand disciplined silence and the ability to listen without judging, to
accept the other's integrity even when one disagrees with the theology. If you can accept
this invitation, then by all means stay here and take part If you cannot, because such a
pluralistic stance conflicts with your Christian identity and calling, then take that calling
~ back to Norway, or wherever, and let us live in peace. We will be joined and supported by
genuine friends, whose love is demonstrated in the kind of witness that entails sacrifice,
not vindication.

James Prasch

Elder of "Beit Tfila” congregation, Haifa.

The title of the statement, “To the Jew First™ is 2 scriptural phrase that is subject to various
understandings. DNI's use of the term should be more concisely defined. For instance,
there are those who maintain that Jewish evangelism should be given & priority in the
Church'’s mission strategy. Others maintain that it simply means that the Gospel is “to the
Jew first” in historical terms. My own view is that the Gospel remains “for the Jew first”
because of the covenantal relationship. In terms of evangelistic strategy, Jesus’ command
still stands. We are to carry the gospel from Jerusalem to Judea, to Samaria and only then
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to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). The prophecies of !saiah (2:3) and Micah (4:2) have
been fulfilled in the apostolic Church, so that Rom. 1:16 is not a divine command for the
body of Messiah, forcing them to give priority to preaching the Gospel to the Jewish
people. The time will come when God will again turn back to Israel, but the Gospel is
always “to the Jew first™ from the aspect of covenant.

Secondly, the Norwegian Mission to Israel is portrayed in the statement as a para-church
organization, not a church or a denomination. However unintentional, this misrepresents
'~ the reality. DNl is an outreach of the Lutheran Church [ personally favor DNi-type
structures because | see them to be more scriptural, but one is not the other. The
Norwegian Mission to Israel is at least very close to being a church and the prologue ought
to convey this reality.

Thirdly, it seems to me that a document of this type should ahempt to deal with Jewish as
well as Christian arguments against Jewish evangelism. The statement answers Christian
objections from the N.T. Standard Jewish objections ought to have been addressed from
the Tenach as well. In section Il — *The Church and Israel”, for instance, one might add a
few sentences dealing with O.T. proselytism and its scriptural basis (Gen. 17:23; Gen. 34:15;
Ex. 12:48; Ruth 1:16), indicating the connection between the N.T. missionary mandate and
the divine plan of universal redemption (Isa. 11:10; Isa. 421, 6, Isa. 56:6-8; Isa 63:16; Isa.
65:1, 13-15; Mic. 4:2). The teaching of Romans 11 shoul‘d also been briefly illustrated from
the O.T.

Fourth, in IL1. the document draws a correct distinction between biblical and rabbinic:
Judaism. It then goes on to present Christianity and rabbinic Judaism as sister religions,
- daughters of pre-70 AD. Judaism. Theologically and historically the issue is far too
complicated to be stated in such concise terms: the N.T. makes it clear that Christianity in
its initial apostolic form was true Judaism fulfilled in Yeshua, and as such is very much the
daughter of the Torah. Howewer, there are many reasons why it should not be considered
the sister of R.abbinic Judaism. Furthermore, the statement centres on the schism between

biblical anc non-biblical Judaism, yet fails to ma.ke a similar contrast between biblical and
non-biblical Christianity.

Furthermore, the statement centres on the schism
between biblical and non-biblical Judaism, yet fails to
make a similar contrast between biblical and non-
biblical Christianity.

Fifth, the statement adopts the classical Protestant view of Nicea. Yet in the section of 11.3.
the document fails to take into account Jewish resistance to the concept of a suffering
" God-Man — a superlatively critical factor in the Jewish rejection of Yeshua as Messiah.
This was not only a problem for Greeks: originally it was very much a Jewish motivation for
resistance to the Gospel. In that sense Nicea represented a tendency to “de-apostolise™
the(hurchbyrelegamgnslemshcomponents to as obscure a comner as the times would
' nllow
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(Prof.Dr.Lea Sestieri-Scazzocchio)
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Presentazione del S.I.D.I.C. (Service Interna-
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(Prof.Dr. Gian Luigi Prato)

“Ebrei e ebraismo nella predicazione e nella cate-
chesi della chiesa catteolica”.
(Prof.Dr. Arij A. Roest Crollius)
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* Juterreligious Consultations” ~ ~ . .. .
July 11, 1988 5w
Dest ICICMember: o oo A

Due to a variety of reasons, including  the onset. 'of ‘the
summer vacation period and several national and 'inter-
national meetings, it has been impossible to..schedule a
convenient meeting date for the: representatives of our
.constituent agencies. 3 i non g ~

However, it is of utmost important that we hold an IJCIC
meeting as soon as possible. . - 1

- ue have scheduled, therefore, the next meeting for

TUESDAY, . _AUGUST 9th,: at. 10 30 a.m,

2 A

in the offices of the Synngogue Council (entrance 39th St.)

The proposed agenda will include:

1.

2,

3.

b4

Review of the Pope/Waldheim meetings in Austria; including
the papal messages delivered and the visit to Mauthausen.

Review of the data pertaining to the Lambeth meeting of the
Anglican Communion, beginning July 17, 1988.

The major part of the meeting will be devoted to a detailed

discussion of the preparations for the proposed Liaison Com=~
mittee consultation on the Shoah (scheduled tentatively for

December 1988 or February 1989).

Report on the recently held meeting of the International
Catholic-Jewish Liaison (Steering) Committee, held in Geneva.
- The Minutes are enclosed).

|Background and other relevant items will be mailed under separate
cover,

WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR IMMEDIATE COOPERATION = -
LEASE ADVISE THIS OFFICE (Linda) WITHOUT PAIL WHETHER THE ABOVE
ETING DATE IS CONVENIENT FOR YOU AND INDICATE YOUR ATTENDANCE.

Thank you for your cooperation and continued interest.

eves OVEL .,




The following items are included for your information:

1. "Bitter Memories for Austrian Church after Nazi Annexation''- LI Catholic 4/14/8 .
2. '"Autriche: L'ombre du nazisme", Journal de Geneve, 6/26/88.
3. "Jews disappointed by pope's remarks at concentration camp," RNS 6/27/88.
4, Mailgram from newly appointed Cardinal Achille Silvestrini, thanking for IJCIC
telex of congratulations 6/27/88.
5. '"La Malaise judeo-chretien,"Le Monde 6/28/88.
6. English translation of Pope John Paul II (German) talk to the Jewish leaders
in Vienna 6/26/88 - GNS 6/30/88
7. "Autriche: Tout est dans l'ordre," Regards 6/30/88.
8. "Rinasce l'antisemitismo tra I Cattolici," La Civilta Cattolica 6/4/88 =
with JTA report "Jesuits blasted for Article on Uprising 6/30/88.
9, 'Pope's visit to death camp angers Jews:.Jewish Victims Ignored'", Heritage 7/V 88.

10. "Will der Poipst reinwashen die Kirche'" - in"Yiddish -« by Elie Hiesel Algeeeiner
Jornal 7/1/88.

kL. "th is it Difficult to mention Our Name?" by Rabbi Leon Klenicki, ADL 7/5/88.

12. "Pope says Austrian History bears -'Tragic' imprint of Nazi Annexation", CNS 7/6/88.
same issue: English text of Pope John Paul I1I remarks at his weekly general
audience, 7/6/88 CNS 7/6/88.

13. '"Der Papst und die Shoah', by Dr. Ernst Ludwig Ehtlich JUdische Rundschau Maccabi
7/7/88.,

14. "Farwos schweigen unsere Chachomim?" by Elie Wiesel, Algemeiner Jornal 7/8/88.

15. ‘'Pope walks tightropes during his visit to Austria', Our Sunday Visitor 7/10/88,

16, 'Chsristianity and Judaism: A Historical View'", by Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini,

Explorations vol. 2(2) 1988
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INTERNATIONAL CATHOLIC-JEWISH LIAYISON COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Steering Comrittee meeting
held in Gepeve on 2 June 1988

Present: F. P. Duprey Rabki W. Kelman
F. P.F. Fumagallt Dr. G.M. Riegrer
Prof. L.A. Feldman
Dr. E.L. Ehrlich
Prof. J. Halpérin

In the chair: Rabbi Wolfe Xelnen

i. Exchsnge cof views on current developments.

Fabbl Xelman opens: the weeting in his capacity as acting cheirman
of 1JCIC, replacing Rsbbi Tanenbaum wvho was very sorry to have been '’
prevented frem ettending for heeith ressons.

Everyone was much impressed by the volume Fifteen Years wvhich hed
alreedy been given wide coverage on the ABC TV program in the USA. Every
effort shiould mow be made to actively promote its circulation.

Recent developments pointed to a significant change of atmosphere in
the Soviet Union. Similariy, he had been Zmpressed by his visit to Poland
a few weeks ago on the occasion of the 45th anniversary of the Warsaw
Ghetto uprising.

The Catholic and the Jewish eide should keep each other informed
about any further developmente with & view to sharing information on whst
wes going on in that part of the world.

F. Duprey agreed that it would be useful to exchange informacion in 1
a discrete way.

Be himself had been four times to the USSR during the lest 12 months.
While cne could still sense fesr, there have been distinct openings.

In response to an invitstion from the Moscow Patriarchate, the Pope i
hes appointed & high-level delegation to participate in the celebration
of the willenium of the Russian Church. 1t will inciude Cardinal Casaroli,
Cardinal Willebrands, Cardinal Etchegaray and himself, as well ds a

delegation of the Catholic episcopete drawm up on the basis of geographical
distribution.

The current events might be seen as a dawn of rew history in the _
relations between state and religion, and one should f£ind the appropriate
way to help the evolution and the church there.
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Speeches were scheduled by Cerdinsi Willebrands in Moscow .and-Kiev,

by Csrdinel Wetter in Viedimir, by Cardinal Martini in Leninrgred. by
o;‘s_vr‘ff\_a! Cn._.nr(\'j{ ‘fv_'\ [} e .“‘Fir‘fﬂ1 L T At l'h# RnYachnt ""\ﬂ:ll"nr and

0w ped A it a premE 4 hoe e woem i owmoa ssras g ogp® AN 8 T weE s s e b s e oeemae
Al Fo B L e R ) L A ® g, % -

Dr. Riepner fcund rhis report very int ereesting. He mentioned a recent
m?=tivg in Moacow betwsen leaders.of the WIC end the Soviet Foreign Mitnister
and other high Sovier oificials. Sudbstantial changes were happening,
incliuding the posstbility of reiigious education for pesple under 18 and the
wide edeission {nto the USSR of books, including religiove n~r histery beoks,
proviced they were not considered as "subversive'. Progress vas also noted
virh respect to private teaching of Hebrew and to the possitle creation of
e vepresentarive bodv oi Fussien Jews, All that constitutel very important

rje\;e}_gpg}{-ﬁ.’_z in the foi!—:g. Hermce, the 'ln-m rtance nF r-rmnn""rlcl notec,
Frof, Feidmasr had been authorized to svgpeet rhe holding of s meeting
becween Carcinal Casarcli eud the President of the Wil Edgar Bronfman on
Epst-West relations. This could Le & vseful follow-up tc the meeting at
Cagrelzandalfn lact gummer.
. Duprev agreed thai one shoulC contribuce to crepting & uew

situe ti on. :he'e vzre st present & million Latin Roman Cetholics in the
USSR with no bishops. Scme priests came from Lithuania., They were cut
off frox Rome. The Roman Lstholic church must aveid giving the impression
of being asgainst the Orthodex church,

Dr. Riegner stressed that, of &1l Christian churches, the Orthodox
was the wost behind thecloglcally in Christian-Jewish relaticns. Rome
should endeavour to exercise some influence or the thinking of Orthodox
churches and encourage them to move shegd (including, for instance, in
matters such as the Good Friday liturgy).

F. Fumsgalli felt thst on2 should see to it that the Uniate church
gets access to Fifteen Years.

It should be noted that 15,000-20,000 Russien Bibles were being sent

for the Catholic churches in Russia. They were also offered paper to
print the Bible.

Duprev added thet the Luthersns were printing the Russiaa Bible
with commentaries in nine volumes.

He fel: that the religious 'revival' had something to do with che
genersl degradation of mor&lit_ , particularlv among the vounger generation.

Dr. Riepner raised the question of the atticude of the Russian Orthodox
church towards Panmvat.

2. Recent developments with regard to the Carmelite convent in Auschwitz.

F. Fumagalli reported that Cardinal Macharski had told him at the end
of May that he intended to invite Me Klein and Dr. Riegner to come to

Cracow to meet with hiw and to visit the mew site envissged for the Centre
e!_!lf thg cgme}_lt_e convant Tha Cg:éinal alon strorad thatr ha waunld nn v

mata e meae oar am e

chose the new gite in agreement with Me Klein &nd Dr. Riegner.
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He had & very good meeting with {arcinal Macharski, Bishop Muszynski
and Father Murial, but he ﬁlso sensed some strong oppesition in varlous
cireles in Poland. ’

Dr. Figgﬁermkaid thet the invitation to Me Kiein and hiuself to go to

Crecow had reached him through Fether Duprey. Ir the meantime a map of
rhe nsw sire had heen bvaught ra Parie hy Father Musial. 1t was, however,
essentisl te g0 and ses by ﬂﬁnkelf. Me FKlein being unable to travel now,

hac decignated to replacz him Pref. Schneck, the President cof the Belgien
Jewish Consistoire.

(At the request c¢f the Steering Committee, F. Fumagaili called
lmmedistely - during the meeting -~ Cardinal Machsrski to inform him of
the forthcoming visdit, a2nd the date ¢of the meeting in Cracow was eet ‘ﬂr
15 Jure.) Dr R‘epner st resced *Ha* *t .wae vit*l to move forwa d. hh

until masjor ct*pc JDJLd be taken in e‘eu of the uideur*eud a.\ietu 1n the
Jewish community.

F. Duprey recormended discussing with Cardinal Macharski the Issue of
& public statement.

F. Fumagsalli stressed that the Cardinal needed help.

Prof. Halpérin preised Cardinals Decourtray and Lustiger for haviag
publicly announced that swards which had recently been given to them would
be earmarked for the financing of the building of the new Centre.

Cardinel Dareels had also pledged the fimancial help of the Belgianm church.

3.  Exchange cf views on Cardinal Ratzinger's statements and their
implications on dialogue.

Rabbi Kelman mentioned recent statements by Cardinal Ratzinger and
thought that an occazsicn should be found to clarify such statements.

F. Duprey referred to a recent {mportant conversation between
Cardinal Willebrande and Cardinal Katzinger. In his opinion, journaliscs
were making a bad reputation to Cardinal Ratzinger. In a way, he was too
intellecturl to deal with journalists and he did nor check carefully enough
pronouncements attributed to him.

Dr. Ehrlich noted that the vewly appointed Cardinal Urs vorn Balthasar,
who was close to Cardinal Ratzinger, was not friendly to Jews.

F. Fumagalll agreed.

Prof. Feldmsn thought that Cardinal Ratzinger was a Bible fundamentalist.

Prof. Ralpérin wondered whether preventive approaches would not be more
useful than denials snd clarifications published post factum. =

r-

F. Fumagalli{ mentioned an important study by Prof. Cazelles on Bible
et christologie, in a volume published by the Pontifical Biblical Comrission
(Ed. du Cerf, 1984), as well as a report of the International Theological
Commigsion "In hec relatione"™ (7 October 1985).
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F. Duprey seid that Vatican Council IT had brcughf such “an uPheaval
that 1t would need a lot of pastoral work and of teaching to meke it more
widely known and scceptsd. The 1985 Special Synod clearly confirmed the
teachings of Vscican II. He was very much aware of the need to work in
depth and also discretely. :

Or. Riegner felt that Cardinal Rerzirger zhould be encoﬁrsged to make
mere positive statements. =

Pref. Hslpdrin remembared thet at & previous meetlug of the Steering
Cowmirtee, the issue of the place of Jews 6nd Judaism in the new text of
the czcthechise had been raised. Has any progress been achieved in that
area? ;

F. Duprey replied that the Secretariat was completely left out of this
and had no access te the bodies deuling with 1t.

Br. Riegner suggested as x:.; icr 8 special meeting with Cardinal
Ra'ziﬂpe, or this specifi subject
F. Duprey felc that it would be wiser to &sk for e general cenversation.

Be underctock to repart peraorally &s soon as possible to Cardinal Ratzinger
on this diecussion and to teil him thet a Jewish group would like to meet
with him. This could aiso have the effect of sensitizing him to those issues.

4.  Exchange of views or the forthcoming visit of the Pope to Austria
in the light of recsunt developments.

2abbi Kelman recalled the great excitement created a year ago by the
reception granted to Mr. Walidheim by the Fope. In & way it did also have
some positive effecte inssmuch as 1t led to the meeting in Rome and
Castelgandolfo last August.

Kow, we were again feced with a hidden time-bomb.linked to the
forthcoming journey of the Pope to Austria. Very much would depend on

the nature and content of the statements to be made by the Pope on thst
occasion.

If the meetings between the Pope and Waldheim were kept to the strict
ninimim, rhe event wanld he heftter nnderetand, We wvonrld certainlv hane
that the Pope would find che right words to criticize sharply wrohg attitudes
and behaviours as he had done in Chile, Paraguey, Nicaragua and, more
specifically, with regard to Botha and to Stroessner.
He could not underline sufficiently the expectations and anxieties
of the Jewish people, particulerly at the time of the 50th anniversary of
the Anachlines. {n rannactinan wirh rha enfirftual etruools in the Auerrian
soul.

F. Duprev said that many had hoped that the Austrian president would
resign prior to the Pope's visit.




He reaffirmed that the contacts would be limited to the minimum pecessary.
Prof. Feldman stressed that, while we would prefer avoiding a

confrontarion, the Fops was & leading spiritdal lesder and that meade of
the event an igportant test case. ' B

Rel:b] Kelman underscored the grear interest which the Pcpe & visit
‘to Austrias srose in the USA at large, In all quarters.

F. Fumagsll] satd that Mar. Get:l would try and examine ell relevant

documentec.

d
Rabbi Kelman remarkzd that at times one had to chouse betweern being
popular or effective.

5 Time, nlace and ser-up of the next Liaison Committee weeting.

Rebbi Kelman explained thar, in the present circumstances, it would
be preferable tc held the next Lisison Committee meeting it a plaue other
than Washington.

?

F. Dusrev ssid rhat the uatholic side would be ready to meet at’
another place.

r. Riegner recalled the exchange of views rhat had tsken place at
i

the Steering Committee meetlng in Rome in March 1%87. The various events
which had ‘:a:_.::;er.ed since ‘ﬁn-ius y;uv;ucu for mwuch CEAPUSUIT, wiiat wWasd now
needed was & period of quiet, and, hence, a mcre quiet place as well.

¥. Duprey confirmed that the mext LPC meeting would serve as &

sterting point for the dccument to be prepared by the Church on tche Shoak
and or enti-gemitism.

In the course of a2 general discussion, places like Zurich, Lucca or
Venice were wentioned. Much would depend on the logistics end accommodation
available,

Ur, Riegner explained that cne should be careful not to mix the intended
church document on the Snoah and anti-semitise with the work of the ILC. The
discussion of the main topic chosen would stand on itself. To assemble the
material in a meaningful fashion, one had to put all subjects on the table.
These must of necessity include the background of 1500 years of Christian
teaching as well ss the 1933-1945 period.

F. Fumagalli reported that six papers had already been pr;pared on
the Catholic eide. They were dealing with the Shoah in its historical

perspective and in 1ts religious implications. They would also deel with
doctrinal aspects. '

F. Duprey added that the papers already prepared containmed a general . .
exposition, a paper on the historical aspects of the Shoah (by F. Morley),
on its religious implications (by Prof. Cazelles), on the Church and modern:
anti-gsemitiom (by F. Graham), on the general implications of the Shoah, and

e Rl abhemn € el TP ]
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Prof. Helpérin stressed that one should sveid the pitfalls of falling
inco Lrivia]‘zatirr'or banalizartion of the subject. The six papers
 already prepered could help considerably in the preparsatory stage, so as
to make sure tbat all a&spects would indeed be covered.

rEr e Fumrhaes A4 2dam tho €oV1TAidmn et rmans ssma adanead.
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. it was agreed that the next meeting of the Interraticnal L'efson_
Comimittes will be first of several meetings on rhe Shosh in the context
of its bhisturicel antecvedents &nd its religious {foplications. '

2, 1JCIC ezcepre with epprecistion the genercus offer made by the Catholic
side tc share with it the preliminary Jrafte which have beer prepared for
this consultation.

s The Jewish side, with the permission of the muthors, 1is prepared to
submit by wsy of reciprocity thelr recpective prelimimary pspers in advance
of the coreultation.

4. 1t 1s snticipsted thet each party may wish to {ncorporate thelr
regpective rEEGblons in the ftgiRdr-folanferhe nresantafiBRe,

5. The meeting will te held in & Eurcpean setting, preferably Zurich, or
in another suitable Jocaticn, depending on the accommodation available.
6. The delegations ehall include representatives of Jewigh and Catholic

communities from countries directly involved ic the Shoah.

7. The datés envisaged are 12-16 December 13938 or es an alternative
20=-2¢4 February 1989.

6. Rising anti-semitisw fanned by articles in Italisn Catholic press.

In response to the strong concern expressed on the Jewish side in view
of a series of articles which appeared recently in the Itelien press, more
specifically alsc in the Catholic press and in such leading jourmals as
Civiltas Cattolica, F. Duprey and F. Fumagalli explainéd that very little
could be done to contrel such publications. They also referred in detail
to a strong officisl statement issued by the Itelian Bishops explicitly
condemning any form of anti-semicism.

7. Other matters

Dr. Riegner wanted to share his and others' concern about the current
situation in Latin America, particularly in Argentine, where the democratic
forces were repidly weakening. The critical economic situatlon seemed to
strengthen again the justicialist neo-Peronist movement.

He thought that the Catholic Church may have to play again an importanc
role and he wished to cell attention to the dangers of this situation.

He would hope that the message could be relayed to the Secretariat of
Sctate, so that they could follow these developments &8 closely as possible.
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Dear Rabbi Tanenbaumwm,

In these sacred days of Rosh ha-shanah, Kippur
and Simhat-Torah 5743, let me express my warmest wishes
and prayers for your person, your family and your
devoted work for peace and dialcgue between Christians
and Jews in the world, o [

With cordial greetings,
Sincerely yours,

Johannes Card. Willebrands.
President '
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w The Pope and the Jews: One Year Later

by Leon Klenicki

Rabbi Klenicki is director of the Anti-Defamation League's Interfaith Affairs
Department.

s
One year ago, on September 11, the leadership of the American Jewish
community met with Pope John Paul II in Miami. The meeting came as a result of a
summer of controvdfsy over the Pope's meeting with Kurt Waldheim. Promises were
made in Miami. It is time to reflect:
We met first on September lst with John Paul II. He entered the room alone,
smiling, and started shaking hands. He was "informal" according to strict

Vatican standards. The Pope was meeting at his summer residence of Castel

Gandolfo with a delegation of Jewish leaders to consider the Waldheim incident.

o ————e

Each one of the Jewish leaders spoke what was in their hearts: the Jewish
CNe

people's anguish over Waldheim,/{he apparent tendency of Ehe Pope to universalize

"---...__'__,_._..—--—""'—_ .
the Holocausgx_and the lack of diplomatic recognition of the State of Israel by

the Vatican. Our criticism was expressed clearly and succinctly. We were
N T
committed Jews, defending our honor.

‘h""—\_-—»

The Pope started slowly, remembering September 1, the 48th anniversary of
the Nazi invasion of Poland. He spoke of Jewish martyrdom, the suffering under

the Germans. He referred to the Jewish response to Nazi persecution, praising

(more) - Our ?Sth Year
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Founded in 1913 “to stop the defamation of the Jewish people . . . 10 secure justice and fair treatment to all citizens.alike.” 1913-1 '_9 8 8




the present creativity of Judaism. He expressed his admiration for the spiritual
growth of the American and European Jewish communities. He also referred to the
State of Israel as "central" in Jewish experience. He promised, on the end, that

-

the Vatican would issue a_papal document on anti-Semitism and the Holocaust.

The previous day we had-;;;ﬁ;ith the officials‘of the Holy See Commission
for Religious Rela;ions with the Jews, and with Cardinal A. Casaroli, Cardinal-
Secretary of the Vatican Secretariat of State. 'We discussed the matter of the
étate of Israel. The Cardinal corrected one of the Jewish delegates, saying that
there is no need for recognition. The Vatican "recognizes" the State of Israel
by naming it in official documénts. The question now is the "normalization" of
relations with the State of Israel. We asked him about this new expression and
its meaning. He said that the normalization depended on politiéal questions, the
future of the Palestinian community and a consensus on Jerusalem and the Holy
Places. He did not specify, however, the timing of that normalization. ﬂany of
_us felt that it was another form of diplomatic rhetoric.

At the end of the discussion, Cardinal Casaroli said that his secretati#t
would establish a desk devoted to a study and consideration of the situation of
ﬁews in the world. The new desk, according to Casaroli, would collect
iuformation from éii over the world about the sitﬁation of jéws, gnﬁ would
recommend Catholic action to fight anti-Semitism in certain critiﬁal areas. It
was agreed to hold meetingﬁ from time to time with him and his secretariat to
discuss problems affecting world Jewry, and also, the Cardinal pointed out, to
avoid any crisis such as the "summer crisis.”

A year has passed since the meeting in Rome and the Pope's meeting with the
American Jewish leadership in Miami. It has been a long year, uith‘neaningful
events in the Catholic-Jewish relationship as well as problems; serious problems

of misunderstanding. Jews were outraged when the Pope did not mention the Jewish

(more)



victims of Mééﬁhausen during his visit to t?q(concentration camp. His speech
there condemned the danger of totalitarianism and what that ideology has. done to
civilization. He ended the speech by stressing Christian suffering under the
Nazis. John Paul II referred to several Christian victims of Nazism, Sister
Edith Stein, a Jewish German philosopher that converted to Catholicism and became
a Carmelite, who was gassed in Auschwitz; He also referred to Maximilian Kolbe,
the Polish priest who gave his place to save a prisomer in Auschwité. He was,
béfpre the war, the director of a publishing company that published the most
anti-Semitic magazine in Poland. A Jewish convert and a man who pubiished
anti-Semitic writings are a strange mixture of names exemplifying Christian
suffering. |
Pope John Paul iI is the first pope to ever acknowledge the validity of the
&~ Jewish covenant with God, and the first to publicly state the centréiity of
Israel to Jewish existence. Therefore it is difficult to understand his lack of
sensitivity to Jewish concerms, and why, after a ye;r, the Vatican promises have
—4-not been kept. There is no indication that a docuﬁent on the Holocaust is being
outlined or prepared. The State Secretary of the Vafican has not appointed a
World Jewry Desk or a person to be in charge of that desk. Theée.is no
indication of any attempt t§ "normalize" a'relagionship with the State of
Israel. On the contrary, there has been constant and unfair criticism of the
State of Israel in magazines that are known as the spokesmen of the Holy See.

A year has passed by. We were hapeful of certain promises, Sut nothing has
happened. There are those who may be willing to accept this negative reality,
but I believe ﬁhé dialogue is not just an exchange of polite words, iﬁ is not
just an illusion of goodwill. I believe it can build a reality of mutual
acceptance overcoming centuries of distrust and persecution. I ﬁelieve this, but
it is time for those at the Vatican who also believe this to respond.

f
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Date: 16 September 1988

TO: Rabbi Leoa A Felduan, IJCIC, WJC, New York

Froms Rabbi Dr Norman Solomon

Subject: Lambeth Conference

Message: .Greetings! I trust you are well and have had a

good summer. Things are coming to 1life again
here after the season of conferences, though we
are hampered Dby the disruption of postal
services.

I think you might 1like to see the notes on the
recent Lambeth document. I shall be sending
them out shortly as an issue of my newsletter
Ends and Odds, and a fuller analysis with the
complete text will appear in Christian Jewish
Relations. ;

nalg ap*nn "na

Yours,
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THE LAMBETH CONFERENCE 1988

The bishops of the world-wide Anglican communion mW, at what is known as the

Lambeth Conference, under the chairmanship of the op of Canterbury. Resolutions passed at
ambeth are not binding on member Churches, but carry great influence.

Ala meeting of the ican Consultative MW held in preparation for this

year s Conference at Canterbury it was recomme *that cretary General of the ACC draw up a set
guide-lines on Jewish-Christian relations, drawing on o:dslmg sets, and that these be offered to the

1988 Lambcth Conference for discussion and comdnuon. A drafu:g commiittee was eventually set up

under the Rt Revd Richard Harries, Bishop of Oxford, and I was iavited (o be the Jewish Consultant.

Another, mor¢ gencral docureat On interfaith relations was prepared by another group. In the event, the

Bishops in the section On‘jLE__d_Eanbofm whom the draft was placed felt that it

would bo inopportunc to process fully the documont on Jewish-Christian relations at a time when no

corresponding document had been prepared on Muslim-Christian relations, They therefore quickly produced

__ ancw document, Jews, Christians and Muslims; the Way_of Dialogue, which combined parts of the earlier
two documcnts and incorporated somc scctions specifically on Muslim-Christian relations.

The resulting hybrid is the first Lambeth pronouncement on this subject, and so far as Jewish-Christian
relations are concerned it is a vwmﬂiﬂsmsjwﬁ
Preac.hgg in the years to_come. But as with .any documeat, the mere words on paper aré ; it is

— in teaching and prea in dialogue and in shared concern for the community that the fruits of the
document will ripen and its true interpretation become apparent.

The notes which follow are no more than a guide and appreciation, Readers are urged to study the full
text in the official publications; the garagraph numbers may vary glightly from those here. The context

of other Lambeth documents should also not be ignored,
September 1988
TEXT OF THE RESOLUTION
It was unanimously resolved that the Anglican Communion:
O Endorses the principles of this paper, Jews, Christigns_and Muslims: the Way of Dialogue, and encourages

the churches of the Anglican Communion to enguge in dialogue along these lines;

0  Setsupan Inter-Faith committee and that this committee, amongst its other work, establishes 6 common
approach to people of other faiths on a Communion wide basis and appoints working parties to draw up more
detailed guide-lines, on a communion-wide basis, for relationships with Judaism and Islam; or with other
faiths as appropriate;

O . Initiates talks, wherever possible, on a tripartite basis, involving both Jews and Muslims;

[0  Supports those institutions which are helping Christians towards a more informied understanding of Judaism
and Islam.

r Ll ¥ R
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1 THE TRILATERAL CONTEXT

The document stresses the tripartite relatibnship of Jews, Christians and Muslims, mgnotheistic,
"Abrahamic” faiths. The Lambeth fathers hope that this understanding may contribute to reconciliation in
the
—_— . b
1.1 Dialogue Document #1

Whilst dialogue with all faiths is highly desirable we recognize a special relationship between
Christianity, Judaism and Islam. All three of these religions see themselves in a special relationship
to Abraham, the father of the faithful, the friend of God Moreover these faiths, which at times have
been antagonistic to one another, have a special responsibility for bringing about a fresh constructive
relationship which cen contribute to the well-being of the human family, and the peace of the world

particularly in the Middle East. Dialogue s ..... an expression of the ministry of reconciliation .....

2 SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH JUDAISM

The tripartite context must not obscure the special nature of each of the bilateral relationships. #13
places the @hdihggmn relationship at the centre of Christian self-understunding: "A
understanding of the relationship with Judaism is, therefore fundamental 10 Chmhamty's
self-undcrstandmg' ##14-16 spell a specific hope and a belief sharcd by Jews and Christians.

2.1 Dialogue Document ##13-16

13. For Christians, Judaism can never be one religion among others. It has a special bond and affinity

——  with Christlanity. Jesus, our Lord and the Christ was a Jew and the scriptures which informed and
guided his life were the books of the Hebrew Bible. These stili form part of the Christian scriptures.
The God in whom Jesus believed, to whom he totally gave himself, and in whom we believe is "The God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob". A right understanding of the relationship with Judaism is, therefore,

— fundamental to Christianity’s own self-understanding.

14. Christians and Jews share one hope, which is for the realizetion of God'’s kingdom on earth ...
L5 This Kingdom is nothing less than human life and society mfanmd transfigured and transparent r.o the
glory of God .....

S. . if this hope for God's IGngdom was given lts central place by both Jews and Christians this
—  would transform their relationship with one another.

_ 16. Christians and Jews share a passionate beliefin a God of loving kindness who has called us into
relationship with himself.

3 ISRAEL _
The dialogue document does not dcal with political questions as such though, as we bave seen, it

expresses the hope that tripartite dialoguc may coatribute to peace in the Middle East (#1). It docs,
however (#4), provide a context in which to understand "the re nd of Israel to

the majority of Jews throughout the world"; it recognises that Jewish self-definition compriscs
peoplehood and cvitaation 48 Well as relgion.

Resolution LC88/24 of the Conference modifies in significant ways the oné-slded resolution passed at

Singupore. Like the Singapore resolution, it un¢quivocally "affirms the existence of the State of Isracl
and _its right to recwedm‘bo‘dmeg—‘@ It _avoidsTocusing full responsibility for
P_j:snnmna_‘mg.s&&&m_ehs._ Even s0, it was strongly attacked by the Israel Embassy in London

— for its political naivety,

3.1 Dialogue Docuument #4

4. Secondly, Judaism is not only a religion, as many Christians understand the word but a people and a
civilisation. Jews know and define themselves as Jews even when they do not fully share the religious
bellefs of Judaism. It is against this background that the religious importance of the land of Israel to

the majority of Jews throughout the world needs to be undgrstood.
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4 THE TEACHING OF CONTEMPT

#17 and #18 acknowledge the role of the ‘teaﬂ?&%'ﬁmwm and asan
enabling factor in allowing the Holocaust to také p & minimum of Christian protest. One should
note that the "Christian guilt” which is acknowledged is not primarily that of direct involvement in the
Holocaust (though this would apply to individual Christians, some now living) and not only that of
silence, but that of preparation through the disseminat@_ﬁﬂ,ur_mlg&amw and of what is now
recognized as a false theology. This is why the Holocaust has to be a matter of significance to all
Christiaus, not just those western Christians directly involved.

4.1 Dialogue Docurnent ##17, 18

17 wis Anti-Jewish prejudice promulgated by leaders of the state, and even of the Church, has led
~ (o persecution, pogrom and finally, provided the soil in which the evil weed of Naxism was able to take
root and spread its poison. The Nazis were driven by a pagan philosophy, which had as its ultimate aim
—the destruction of Christianity itself. But how did it take hold? Further, although there are, thank

God, many examples of Christians who tried to save Jews, m%%%mmd%uﬂa
deafening silence. The systematic extermination of six million Je ¢ wiping out of a whole
clture must bring about in @ﬁ:rwmw&wgmshw with
Judaism. 18. Discrimination and persecution of the led to the “teaching of contempl’;the systemutic
dissemination of anti-Jewish propaganda by Church leaders, teachers and preachers. Through catechism,
— teaching of school children, and Christian preaching the Jewish people have been misrepresented and
caricatured. Even the Gospels have been used to malign and denigrate the Jewish people. The biblical
call for love towards one’s neighbour impels us as Christians to self-exwnination and repentance for our

~ prejudice and persecution of God's covenant people. In order to combat centuries of antiJewish teaching
and practice, Christians must develop programmes of teaching, preaching, and common social action which

eradicale prejudice and prom ¢ the biblical peoples. The Christian Fesponse
— to persecution and holocaust must be that of our Jewish neighbours: Never again!

5 JUDAISM AS LIVING RELIGION

#2 and #8 recognize Judaism as a living_and developing rcligion and civilisation. They warn against
misrepresentation of Judaism as literal-Old-Testament interpretation, e.g. 'cyc for an cyc’, and
acknowledge Jewish impact on the development of Christianily and Western civilisation.

5.1 Dialogue Document #3

_. 3. Inrelation to Judaism this means, first of all recognising that Judaism is still a living religion,
to be respected in its ownright. The Judaism of today is not that of any one of the sects of first
century Palestine, and centainly not that of the plain text of the Hebrew scriptures. Its definitive
works, such as the Mishneh and the Talmud, as well asits current liturgy, were produced by the
_— post-Pharisee rabbis in the same period, the first to fifth centuries, within which the Fathers of the
Church were defining the meaning of Christianity. Great care should be taken not to misrepresent Judaism
by imputing to it, e.g. the literal implementation of “an eye for an eye," which was repudiated by the
" rabbis, or the denial of life after death. Judaism s a living and still developing religion, which has
shown considerable spiritual and intellectual vitality throughout the medieval and modem periods despite
its history of being maligned and persecuted. The Middle Ages saw great Jewish philosophers such as
Maimonides, Bible commentators such as Rushi and the ibn Ezras, poets and mystics, as well as scientists
and lawgivers. Our moderm world is inconceivable without the contribution of Jewish thinkers from
~——Spinozato Buber, scientists such as Freud and Einstein, as well as musicians, aftists end others who
have helped shape our cultural life; we are, Lo our loss, less kmowledgeable of the creative vitality of
such Jewish spiritual movements of recent times as Hasidism and &sar.
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6 THE JEWISH CONTEXT OF JESUS

The ﬁ:st;ggnuy._laﬁsb.mnlen—e&-u[_lxc\hrl:s_mnramtyu recognised (##5, 6), as wcll as the way in
which the split with Judaism was contingenton specific historicul developments (##6,7). Modern
scholurship is scen to demand a re-assessment of first-century and subscquent rabbinic Judaism and a
re-evaluation by theologians of the relationship between the (wo faiths.

6.1 Dialogue Dycument ##5-7

3. ... Renewed study of Jewish sources Dy Chrisian scholars has led them 1o see first-century
= Judaism in a new and more positive light .....

& o The trial and execution of Jesus are now generully recognized to have been brought about to
——  serve the interests of the Roman occupation forces and those Jews who collaborated with them .....

7. This new understanding of events is leading both Jews and Christians also 10 look at the way in
which Judaism and Chdmanfg; came (o pari company ond go their separate ways. Since many of the
factors in this splitwere contingent on specific historical developments, and events need not
necessarily have turned out the way they did, there would seem to be no reason why a new understanding
should not develop, based on a reconsideration of what originally drove Christianity and Judaism aparnt.

7 EDUCATION AND SHARING

The emphasis is on education and sharing. #31 offers possibilities for common action by Jews, Christians
and Muslims.

7.1 Dialogue Document #31
31, Thereis also much in the way of common action that Jews, Christians and Muslims can join in; for

example: ﬂwwummmm work for human rly
the right_of people to There is a common mmloGod and the

— dignity of human beings in a world always in danger of becwnmggmﬂm and dehumanised.

8 COMMON MISSION

Theologically, the most contentious issue facing the Lambeth fathers in preparing this document was the
problem of how to relate mission and disloguc; how to moderate, even whether to reject altogether, ina
pluralistic envirorunent, traditiona st_and d:s lacement fo:mulauons f ;
Undecrsiandably, they allow that there are "two mai hi
(#ZQnd nc is that of those Christians "whose prayer is
=2t their fulilment in Jesus the Messiah®, But, on th.c other hand, the document legitimates the

opposing view, of those Christians who reject not only action but cven prayer for the oonverm of Jews,
whether on account of the Holocaust or for purely theologlcal Te4sons,

All *proselytising" is rejected (#28). There is also recognition of the fundamental truth that the
~ Christian mission in its broadest scnsc is to a large extent one which is shared with Jews and Muslims

than directed against them (#28).
8.] Dialogue Document #28

28. Both these approaches, however, share a common concemn to be sensitive to Judaism, to reject oll

— proselytising, that is, aggressive and manipulative attempts to convent, and of course, any hint of
anti-semitism. FurtherJews, Muslims and Christians have a common mission. They share a mission lo the
world that God’s name may be honoured: "Hallowed by your name." They share a common obligation to love
God with their whole being and their neighbowrs as themselves. "Your Kingdom come on earth as it is in
heaven.". And in the dialogue there will be muteal witness. Through leurning from one another each will
enter more decply into their own inheritance. Each will recall the other to God, 1o trust him more fully
and obey him more profoundly. This will be a mutual witness between equal pariners.

wibnaie 04UD LBWUYNeo Lo 0d  FLUSSLUT
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Geneva, lst September 1988

To: Prof. Leon A. Feldman : TELEX

1t would be npp;qﬁria:e for 1JCIC (and not only for individual
organizations) to isﬁue.an official) statement = if possible short and

meaningful - on the Anglican document.

Regards,

Riegner




Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Chairman

American Secretariat

* Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexinglon Avenue

New York, NY 10016

(212) 686-8670

European Secretariat
Warld Jewssh Cangress

| Rue de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Switzerland
(022) 34-13-25

Constituent Agencies
The American Jewish Commitiee
165 East 56 Streen

New York, NY 10022-2748

1212) 151-4000

B’nai B'rith Internanional
1640 Rhode island Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

(202) 857-6600

The Israel interfaith Association
PO.B. 7739

Jerusalem 91.077, Israel

(02) 63-52-12

Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexinglon Avenue

New York, NY 10016

(212) 686-8670

Warld Jewish Congress
501 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10022
1212} 195-5770

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

September 16, 1988

His Eminence

Cardinal Johannes Willebrands

President

Vatican Secretariat on Religious
Relations with the Jewish People

1 via del Erbe

Vatican City

My dear Cardinal Willebrands,

| sincerely trust that this letter finds you in good health
and that you have enjoyed a restful summer holiday.

On a personal level, | am pleased to report that, thanks be

to God, | have had virtually a complete recovery from my
recent unexpected illness and returned to a full schedule.

In the past weeks, we have held several very good meetings
of our IJCIC membership, conducted in a positive collegial
spirit, during which we have reviewed the present state of
our relationship with your Secretariat and the general ques-
tion of Vatican-Jewish relationships.

We have given much serious thought to the proposed consulta-
tion on the Shoah that was agreed upon under my predecessor,
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman. |In a spirit of friendship and candor,
| need to share with you the desire of our |JCIC membership
to proceed with a consultation but to reconceptualize it.

Our leadership feels that it would be productive to examine
together a theme, such as, ''The History of Anti-Semitism -
implications for Jewish-Christian Relations in the Modern
World.!" Such a broad theme would enable us to examine the
origins and evolution of the demonological traditions of
anti-Jewish hatred as well as those episodes of mutual re-
gard. Within that context, we could analyze respective
Catholic and Jewish responses to the Shoah, and the profound
moral and spiritual meanings for our faith communities.

Should we concentrate solely on the Shoah, there is the risk
that the consultation could become an occasion for confron-
tation, with charges and counter-charges, apologia and de-
fense. Such an eventuality would serve neither the inter-
ests of the Church nor the Jewish people, nor the cause of
improving Catholic~-Jewish understanding.
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Cardinal Willebrands ' ‘ September 16, 1988
Page Two -

In behalf of IJCIC, | would very much appreciate having your reaction
to.this suggestion. Should it be acceptable to you, | have been '
authorized to suggest that | come to Rome with two or three colleagues
with a view toward exploring setting up a consultation with you and
members of your staff for discussing and planning the best method for
proceeding. | could come to Rome from November 21 through 25, or Decem-
ber 2. -

I look forward with anticipation to your response,
With warm and prayerful good wishes to you and your associates, | am,

Respectfully yours,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Chairman

MHT: RPR



Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

Chairman
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_ Dr. Leon A. Feldman
Consultant

Jnternational Jewish Committee

oA

Julerreligious Consultations

September 22, 1988

Dear 1JCIC Member:

1,

3.

6.

Enclosed please find the following items for your information:

At the last IJCIC meeting of September 15, 1988 it was
decided to communicate our position concerning the once
proposed consultation om the Shoah.t&.62rdimal Willebrands,
Consequently, Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum wrote to him on 9/16/88.

"Little Improvement seen in Vatican-Jewish Ties," Jewish Week
9/16/88.

"The Pope and the Jews: One Year Later,'"by.Rabbi Leon Klenicki
of ADL, 9/14/88, e

John Paul II on the Holocaust, selected and introduced by
Eugene J. Fisher (Washington, D.C, 1988).

"“The Demonization of Jews and Judaism in Western Christian
Civilization," by Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum (paper presented
at & Symposium 11/19/1978). -

Papers from the Lambeth Conference 1988,
Telex from Dr. G.M. Riegner, 9/1/88.

Thank you for your continued interest,

All good wishes for a G'mar Tov and Moadim 1°'simchah!



Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Chairman
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Dr. Leon A. Feldman
Consultant

Jnternational Jewisk Committee

1.

2,

3.

4.

on
Jnlerreligious Consultations

September 23, 1988

TO: Dr. G. M., Riegner
FROM: Leon A, Feldman

Please be advised that your proposed meeting dates Zor
in connection with your stay in New York after the
Mexico Governing Board, i.e, October 17-18-13 or 20
are not convenient. During that week Israel Singer

is scheduled to be in Bonn and East Berlin, while
Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum is to be out-of-town on the
20th and 21st., I am occupied on the 17th andi19th
because of my university schedule.

I will advise about a new date as soon as possible,

At the last IJCIC meeting it was decided to accept the
WCC invitation to send observers/participants to the
Consultation on the Church and the Jewish People.

Todate Rabbi Marc H., Tanenbaum and Dr. Leon A. Feldman
have been designated.

Please arrange to have all the relevant details as to travel,
accomodation (hotel reservation 7) and other relevant ine-
formation provided as soon as possible., = I would have
‘contacted Rev, Allan R, Brockway myself, however, since

he is in Washington, D.C., I do not know whether he is also
invoived in making arrangments etc. ( I do not have his
address or tel. number there).

It was also the recammendafion to invite two local rabbis
from Stockholm to join as observers/participants. Rabbi Aron
Katz (orthodox) and Rabbi Morton H, Narrow (conservative).

Since the issue of the Palestine situation may come up in
the discussions (whether officially or through the back door,
the question was raised whether Dr. G. Wigoder should also
be invited. The expenses would be borne (shared) by the conf
stituent agencies.
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Ceneva, 28th September 1988

To: Prof. Leon A. Feldman

I already informed you several weeks ago that Allan Brockway is
in charge of all arrangements for the WCC consultation at Sigtuna,
including travel, accommodation and all relevant matters.

_ He 1s also the person to whom a formal acceptance of invitation
by 1LJCIC should be addressed.

Gmar Tov, -

Halpérin
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Prof. Leon A. Feldman
Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, N,¥. 10016 ’

U.S.A.

Dear Prof. Feidman,

Lateran University.
Mgr. Rossano.

CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

LONDON Wi1Y 7DX 78008 PARIS JERUSALEM
11, HERTEGRD STREET 78 AV. CHAMPS-ELYSEES F. DOD. B. 4 2 9 2

TELEPH, 491-3517 TELEPH.

359.94.63 4, ROTENBERG STREET

TELE X 2163 3% TELEX 86550320 TELEPH.635846-635544

Geneva, 30th September 1988

funds from my own pocket but I had no choice.

10-14-88

4s I told you, I felr obliged.to settle the accounts with the
I &m sending you enclosed copy of my letter to
I think it 1s very unfair that I had to advance the

Sincerely yours,

Gerhart M. Riegner

THU B89:39:24 G3 ok ok ko

NO.AZ
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ng.'Pietro Ressano
Recteur

Pontificia Universitd Lateranense
Pilazza 5, Giovaani in Laterano 4
00120 Cité du Vatican

Cher Mgr. Rossano,

LONDON Wi1Y 720X
11, HERTFORD STREET
TELEPH, &#91-3517
TE L E X 2186 3 23

CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL
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Genéve, le 30 septembre 1988

Je me référe & votre lettre du 3 mal et vous envoie ci-joint un

chéque sur la Banco di Roma pour le montant de Lit. 18,403,750.--
représentant 50% du montant indiqué dans la facture de la Tipografia
Poliglota Vaticana du 28 avril 1988.

Je m'excuse du délaj apporté & norre réglement et j'espére que
cela me vousa pas causé d'inconvenient.

J'exprime l'espoir que la vente du livre sera um succés et je vous
serais reconnaissant si vous vouliez bien nous faire part de temps & autre
du progrés de la vente.

Veuillez agréer, Cher Mgr. Rossano, l'assurance de mes sentiments
amicalemenr dévousds.

—

'.‘¥ fia *
I ¥ XA T, v

Gerhart M. Riegner
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) on
Jnterreligions Consultations

September 30, 1988

aum Dear IJCIC Member:

We are bringing the following items to your atten-
tion:

1. Lambeth-Israel/Palestinians
Text of the Singapore and Lambeth documents on
Israel, on the Palestinians with notes.

2. "Jewish-Catholic relations grow from Grass-
roots", Jewish World, Sept. 16-22,1988.

3. "ADL official says Vatican has not kept
promises made to Jews", RNS 9/23/88 (full
text sent to you in last IJCIC mailing).

4, Reuters press report, 9/28/88, entitled "Pope
reminds pilgrims Jews cannot be blamed for
Christ's death."

5. . Summary excerpts from report of Sept. 8, 1988,
.. by Professor Giorgio Sacerdoti, president of
~7“’the Milan' Jewish. Community,- after.. visit. to
Auschwitz, Aug. 30, 1988.

"In Auschwitz I could personally witness how
the works by the Carmelite nuns at their
convent is proceeding actively (a number of
workers could be seen at the place), not-
withstanding the Geneva agreement, the under-
takings of the Cardinal of Cracow and of the
Polish government.

The above was confirmed to me, my wife and my
Polish~-bern mcther-in-law, who acted as our
interpreter, in a discussion we had at the gate
of the convent with one of the nuns. She
declared aggressively that they had spent money
in buying the place from the government and in
restructuring it, so that they had no intention
to move!

(From enclosed photos) you can see the building
is more and more looking like a church over-
looking the Auschwitz camp."

P.Ss. Prof. Sacerdoti madé some other,: more :general
comments about the situation in Poland; whlch will be
summarized in another communication.
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Dates 23 September 1988

TO: Rabbi Leon A Feldman, IJCIC, WJC, New York

Fromi - Rabbi Dr Norman Solomon

Subject: Lambeth ~ Israel/Palestinians

Messages I encloge a text of the Singapore and Lambeth

documents on Israel on the Palestinians with
notes on the significance of the modifications
made before the' £final draft was accepted at
Lambeth. To this I added the remarks of the
Israelli Chargé d‘affaires. '

oy an
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A COMPARISON OF THE TEXTS.

Paragraphs 1 and 2 of the 1988 document are identical with
paragraphs a and b of the 1987 document. That is, on both
occasions the Bishops reflected that their "prophgetic role" gave
them the right to pass comment, and on both occasions they
unequivocally affirmed "the existence of the State of Israel and
its right to recognised and secure borders".

Whereas paragraph ¢ of the earlier document "rejects the
interpretation of Holy Scripture which affirms the special place of
‘the present State of Israel in the light.of _biblical prophecy", the
final document makes no comment on scriptural interpretation < that
is, it does not commit itself with regard to Christian theological
Zionism.

Whereas paragraph d of the earlier document "calls attention to the
injustice done to the Palestinians in consequence of the creation
of the State of Isxrael" the later document carefully avoids
singling out Israel for blame.

Whereas paragraph d of the earlier document speaks only of
“consideration of the possibility of establishment of" a -
Palestinian state the later document unequivocally "affirms the
right" of Palestinians to the establishment of their own state.

Paragraph e of the earlier document is identical with paragraph 4
of the later one, except that the latter omits the specific
reference to the PLO as a participant in the proposed international
conference under the auspices of the United Nations.

Pardgraph f of the earlier document is identical with paragraph 5
of the later one.

ISRAEL EMBASSY REACTION

The Israeli Ambassador to Great Britain did not react. However, Mr
Moshe Raviv, Chargé d’affaires at the Israeli Embassy in London,
expressed amazement at the naive and unhelpful resolution passed at
the Lambeth-Conference on the Arab/Israeli conflict.

Mr Raviv said it was hard to comprehend how such a distinguished
gathering could refer to "“all the UN resolutions" and thus
implicitly support among others the resolution eguating Zionism
with racism and explicitly come out in favour of policies -advocated
by terrorist organisations.
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The draft was discussed at Canterbury by the section on _
Christianity and the Social Order (the dialogue document was
produced not by this section, but by the section on Dogmatic and
Pastoral Affairs). A revised draft was submitted to the plenary
session and adopted unanimously. This final Canterbury text
(Resolution No. L(C88/24) reads as follows:

This Conferdncb, saddened by the present suffering in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip:

1 affirms the importance of the Church in the exercise of its
prophetic role by standing on the side of the oppressed in
their struggle for justice, and by promoting justice, peace
and reconciliation for all peoples in the region;

2 affirms the existence of the State of Israel and its right to
recognised and secure borders, as well as the civic and human
rights of all those who live within its borders;

3 affirms the right of the Palestinians to self-determination,
including choice of their own representatives and the
establishment of their own state;

4 supports the convening of an international conference over
.Palestine/Israel under the auspices of the UN and based on all
—_ the UN resolutions in relation to this conflict, to which all
-parties of the conflict be invited;

5 commits itself to continued prayer for Israelis and
' Palestinians, for Muslim, Jew and Christian, and for the
achievement of justice, peace and reconciliation for all.
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BODY:
Fope John Paul reminded pilgrims on Wedriesday that the Jews could rnot be
callectively blamed for Christ?’s death.

The Fope made his comment in an address during his weekly gereral audierce
in which he spoke of Christ’s arrest and crucifixion.

"Thaese historically responsible for this death are the mern indicated in the
gospels, " the Fope said, mentioning the Sanhedrin, the Jewish tribunal in

(c) 1988 Reuters; September =8, 13588
Christ’s time. T B _ W saih RO o

"Nonetheless, orne carnmnot widen this blame beyond the circle of the people
truly respaonsible," he said.

Quoting from a major document of the 1962-1965 Second Vatican Council, the

Pope added: "If Jewish authorities and their followers pressed for the death
of Christ, still, what happened during his passion carmot be blamed

indiscriminately on all Jews then living or, even less, on the Jews of today."

The Courncil statement Nostra Retate (In Dur Times) began a new era of
improved relations between Catholics and Jews, capped_by the _Pope’s historic
1986 visit to Rome’'s synagogue, where he called Jews "our beloved elder
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09-23-88 8843
ADL official says Vatican has not kept promises made to Jews
By Religious News Service |

: NEW YORK (RNS) — A rabbi who has been active in dislogues between American
Jewish leaders and Vatican officlals says the Holy See has not kept promises it made to Jews
last year.

In a commentary distributed by the Anu-Defamation League (ADL) of B'nai B'rith,

Rabbi Leon Klenicki, the agency’s interfaith affairs director, noted that he and other American

Jewish leaders met with Pope John Paul II at his summer residence in Castel Gandolfo -

Sept. 1, 1987, and 10 days later during the pope’s visit to Miami Beach, Fla.

At the end of the Sept. 1 discussion, Rabbi Klenicki recalled, the pope promised that the
Vatican would issue a papal document on anti-Semitism and the Holocaust; and Cardinal
Agostino Casaroli, the Vatican secretary of state, promised to establish “a desk devoted to a
study and consideration of the situation of Jews in the world” that would “recommend
Catholic action to fight anti-Semitism in certain critical areas.”

The ADL official acknowledged that “Pope John Paul II is the first pope to ever
acknowledge the validity of the Jewish covenant with God and the first to publicly state the
centrality of Israel to Jewish existence.” Therefore, Rabbi Klenicki said, “it is difficult to
understand his lack of sensitivity to Jewish concerns, and why, after a year, the Vatican -

promises have not been kept.”

The American Jewish leader pointed out that “there is no indication that a document on
the Holocaust is being outlined or prepared. The state secretary of the Vatican hasnot ™~ & -
appointed a World Jewry Dsk or a person to be in charge of that desk. There is no indlcaﬂo'h

spokesmen of the Holy See.”
Rabbi Klenicki said he believes that Catholic-Jewish dialogue ‘can build a reallty of

mutual acceptance overcoming centiuries of distrust and persecution.” He added, “I belleve

l':....'s

'thia.bntltistimeforthoseattheVaticanwhoa]sobelievethistorespond.” e . 2B
T e B
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Geneva, 29th September 1988

To: Prof. Leon A. Feldman

1. Brockway 18 in charge of Sigtuna meeting. Approach him on
accommodation problems. His address is as follows:

‘Allan R, Brockway
‘9900 Blundon Drive, § 101
‘S8ilver Spring, Maryland 20902

Tel.: 301-587-50.19
2, Invitation to local rabbis is not in order. IJCIC was invited to

send one or two observers, We cannot change the character of our
representation.

I do not consider that Wigoder's presence is necessary. There should
not be a discussion on the present situation in the territories. But there
should be a discussion whether the document should contain a paragraph on
the link of the Jewish people with the land of Israel.

This can be well defended by Tanenbaum and yourself,

Regards,

Riegner
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MEMO from Gene Fisher

B/F_or your information

. O For necessary action
D For your comment
a Please return

O as per your request
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Weekly Edition

L'OSSERVATORIE ROMANO

N. 40 — 3 October 1988 — Page 15

GENERAL AUDIENCE: 28 SEPTEMBER

The death of Christ as an historical event

During the gevweral oudience In St
Peter's Square on 78 September the Ioly
Father gave the following address.

1. We profess our beliel in the
central truth of Jesus Christ's
messianic  mission: he iz the
Redeemer o] the world through his
death on ithe Cross. We profess it
in the words of the Nicene-Con-
stantinopolitan Creed, nccording to
which Jesus Christ “for our sake
was crucificd under Pontius Pilate,
sulfered death and was buricd”™. In
professing this faith we com-
memorate Christ’s death as an his-
torical event, which. like his life, is
made known 10 us by sure and
authoritative historical sources. On
the basis of these sources we can
and we desire 1o know and under
stand the historical circumstances of
that death, which we believe 10 hove
been “the price™ of humnn re-
demption in all sges.

2. First of all, what werc the
circumstances that led to the denth
of Jesus of Nazareth? How dues
one explain the fact that he was
handed over 1o ddeath by the rep-
resentatives  of his nation, who
delivered him 1o the annnl procu-

throw him down headlong from the
hrow of the hill "on which their city
was buili... But passing through the
midst of them he wn‘% awav™ (Lk
4:29-50).

4. This incident was only the be-
ginning; it wos the first signal of
subscquent hostility.  Let us recoll
the principal examples. When Jesus
cluimed to have the power 1o forgive
.";m' 'lhc aclﬂbﬂ rcgarded this os

God hes

ralor, whose name,
the Gospels, is mentioned in the
Creeds of the faith? For ihe
present et us seck to recoll the
circumstances  which,  humanly
speaking, explain the desth of lesus.
The Evangelin Mark, describing
Jesus® trial before Pontius Pilate,
notes that he was delivered by the
“ehiel picste “Bhl ol envy ™ mel bt
Pilate was aware of the fact: “For
he perceived that it wes out of envy
that the chiefl priests had delivered
him up” (Mk 15:10). We may nsk:
why this envy? We can find ils
roots in their reseniment nol only
for what lesus taught, but also for
the manner in which he did so. 1f,
#s Mark says, he lought “as one
having authority, and not as the
scribes® (Mk 1:22), this must have
made him appeor to the latter as o
*threat™ 1o their prestige.

3. In fact, we know that already
at the beginning of [esus’ feaching
in his native town, there was con-
Nict. The thiry-yearold Nazarene,

peaking in the synagogue, indicated
that he was the one in whom
Isaish’s announcement of  the
Messish was fulfilled. This coused
a sense of wonder in his hearers,
and later provoked them to wrath,
so much s0 Lhat they wished to

Y. only
such power (cf. Mk 2:6). When he
wurked miracles on the sabbath day,
nsserting that “the Sou of man is
lord of the sabbath™ (Mt 12:8), the
reaction was similar.  Already (rom
that time their intention 1o kill Jesus
was cvident (cf. Mk 3:6): “they
sought fo kill him... because he nos

only broke the sabbath, bul alo

Tvathed Gl s Vit

self equal with God™ (In 5:18).
Whal clse could be the meaning of
the words: *Truly, truly, I sav to
you, before Abraham was. 1 AM®
(In B:58)7 His hearers know very
well the meaning of that =1 AM™.
Therefore [esus again runs the risk
of being stoned, This time, how-
ever, Jesus "hid himself, and went
out of the temple” (In 8:39).

in~hh - —

the high priest, said to them: “ 11 is
evident that one man should die for
the people and that the whole nation
should not perish® (In 11:47.50),
The cvangelist odds: *He did not
say this of his own accord. but
being  high pricst that year he
prophesied that Jesus should die for
the nation, and not for the nation
only, bul to gather into one the chil-
dren of God who are scattered
abrowd™.  And he concludes: "So
from that day on they took counscl
how 1o pul him o death™ (In
11:51-53).

In this way loln informs ws of
the twofold aspeet of the position
wdopted by Calaphas.  From the
frmun point ef view. which could
be mure accuratcly described as op-
porlunist, it was an atlempl lo
justify the climination of a man
reenrded as  politically  dange rous.
withoul caring ahout his innocence.
From o higher point of view. made
his own and noled bv the evanpelist,
Cinphas’_words.  independently of
his intention, had @ truly prophetic
contenf regarding the mysicry of
Christ’s death according to Gud’s
salvific plan.

6. Here let us consider the human
development of the events. Tn that
meeting of the Sanhedrin a decision

Mystery of the

R, Mistorical responsibility  for
Christ's erucifixion rests with those
mentioned in the Gospels, at least in
part, by name. . Jesus himsell soys
=0 when he savs o Pilate dwing
the ripl: “He who delivered me 10
yon s e greater sin™ (In 19:11).
In_amother passage also: “The Son
of mnoi gocs as it is wrilten of him,
but woe (o that man by whom the
Son of man is beirayed! It would
have been better for that man il he
had not been born™ (Mk 14:21: Mt
26:24; Lk 22:22). |esus alludes 1o
i who, in different

5 The [Inct that
lrought things to a head and led to
the decision to kill lesus was the
raising of Lazarus [rom the dead in
Bethany. John's Gospel informs us
that at the subsequent meeting of
the Sanhedrin it was stated: “This
man performs many signs. Il we let
him go on thus, every one will be-
lieve in him, and the Romans will
come and destroy both our holy
place and our nation™. In view of
these forecasts and fears Coiphas,

ANGELUS: 25 SEPTEMBER

The new Blessed teach us
to let Mary take us by the hand

Al the conclusion of the Mass in St
Poter's Square ::!'Sm 23 Seplember,

whose staiue be olwoys had on
table, Fr Pro the seeret
midst of the

H
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ways, will be responsible for his
death: Judas. the representatives of
the Sanhedrin, Pilate and the
others... Simon Peler, also, in his
discourse  aofter Pentecost.  will
charge the leaders of the Sanhedrin
with the killing of Jesus: “You
cruciflicd ond killed him by the
hands of lawlcss men™ (Acts 2:23),

9. However, this accusation cen-
not be extended beyond the circle of
people really responsible. We read
in o document of the Second Vali-
can Council: “Even though the
Jewish suthorities and those who
followed their lead for the
death of Christ, neither all Jews in-
discriminately at that time, nor Jews
today, con be charged with the
crimes  committed  during  his
passion™  (Declaration, Nostra

4). St

As for the consciences of those
individuals who were responsible,
we must remember Christ’s words
on the Cross: “Faiher, forgive them;
Jor they know not what thev do®
(Lk 23:34). There is an echo of
these words in another of Peter’s
discourses  alter Pentecost: *And
now. brethren, 1 know that you
ocled in ignorance, as did also vour
rulers® (Acts 3:17). What a sense
of reserve before the mystery of the
human conscience, even in the case
of the greatest crime committed in
history. the killing of Christ!

10, Fullowing the example of
Jesus ond Peter, even though it is
difficult to deny the responsibility of
those who deliberately brovght

was taken (o kill Jesus of Nazareth.
They ook advantage of his presence
in Jerusalem during the paschal
feasts. Judas, one of the Twelve,
betrayed Jesus for thiry pieces of
silver. by indicating the place where
he covld be arresicd. They scired
lesus and brought him before the
Sanhedrin, To the vital question of
the high pricst: *1 adjure you by the
living God, tell us if you are the
Christ, the Son of Ged. lesus
replicd: *You have said so™ (Mr
25:63-64: cf. Mk 14:62; Lk 22:70).
In this statement the Sanhedrin saw
an evident blasphemy, and decreed
that lesus was “guilly of death”
Mk 14:64).

7. The Sanhcdrin, however, could
not carry out the sentence without
the consent of the Roman procu-
rtor.  Pilate is personally con-
vinced that Jesus is innocent and
indicates that scveral times. Aflier
having opposed an uncerisin rec-
sistance to the pressures of the
Sanhedrin, he at last gives in for
fear of risking the disapproval of
Caesar, all the more so because the
cruwd also, urged on by those in
favour of Jesus' elimination, now
cry out for his erucifixion.
“Crucily him!™ Thus Jesus is cou-
d'cmm'J fto death by crucifixion.

about the death of Christ, we ivo
shall view things in the light of
God's eternal plan, which asked
from his beloved Son the offering of
hiemsell o5 3 VI Ior U sins of all
mankind. In this higher perspective
we realize that, because of our sins,
we_are_all_responsible Tor Chrst's
death on the cross: all of us, to the
extent that through sin we have con-
tributed to causing Christ's death for
us a5 a victim of expiation. 1n this
sense also we can understand Jesus'
words: *The Son of man is to be
delivered into the hands of men, and
they will kill him, and he will be
raised on the third day® (M1 17:22).

11. Christ’s Cross is for all, there-
[ore, a realistic reminder of the fact
expressed by the Apostle John in the
words: *The blood of Jesus. his
Son, cleanses us from all sin. If we
sav we have mo sin, we ive our-
scives, and the fruth is not in us™ (1
Jn 1:7-8). Christ’s Cross is & call 10
each one of vs that is bolth merciful
ond demanding: it is a call to
recognize and confess our guill and

to live in the truth,

A special

During m':'ﬁ}mu of the
pe greeted a
Tiatian pilgrims as foflows: © ¥ !

1 would like to greet the Italian-
speaking pilgrims, and especially the
faithlul of the Diocese of Belluno-
Feitre who have come to Rome in
memory of the tenth anniversary of
the death of my predecessor John
Poul 1. 1 am pleased with their
gesture of affection and devotion for
2 Pontill so dearly loved by all of
Christianily, and [ exhort them to
remember always his briel but cs-
sential message, founded on the
theological viriues of faith, hope and
charity, the [irst three of the “seven

- lamps"—as he used fto call the

Christian virtues.
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Consultant "

'_relevant matters.,,

" meeting on September 14,

~details.

Feldman L

‘Rev. Allan R. Brockway

9900 Blunden Drive, #101
Silver Springs, Maryland 20902

Deer Allan:

o dlﬂ not know'that you were back,ln the U S. as-.TI

”_had heard from:Dr.- 'G. ‘M. ‘Reigner that you are. in charge
- of ‘all arrangements for the WCC consultation at Sigtuna,

Sweden, October 30-November 1, 1988.°

Also, that you are
in charge of travel,

accommodatlons and a11 other

I should like to inform you that at the ‘last IJCIC ,

1988, it was: decided - to accept
the WCC invitation to send observers/part1c1pants to the

_Consultatlon on the Church and the Jewish People.

To date,‘ Rabbi Marc H.. Leon

Tanenbaum and " Dr.

_Feidman have been deszgnated as IJCIC's delegates. 4 o b

travel

accommodations and‘all other
My own travel plans are not finalized, and I -
will 1nform you in due course, as, w111 Marc' Tanenbaum.

Please send me all’ relevant 1nformat1cm,-
arrangements to Sigtuna, -

Thank you for your cooperatlon,‘and best w1shes.1.-c_5'

Slncerely,

.. Leon'A. Feldman - = .



SECRETARIAT FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN UNITY
COMMISSION FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS

Vatican City - Tel. 698.4386/698.3071

J 371/88/a "~ Vatican City, .October..10,..1988......

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

Chairman

International Jewish Committee
on Interreligious Consultations
326 Lexington Ave.

NEW YORK, NY 10016, USA

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum,

I was happy to hear in your letter of September 16, 1988,
that you have now fully recovered from your illness. I thank you
for your kind wishes; thanks be to God, my health is also good,
as well as that of my collaborators in the office.

__ I _have carefully _examined your. suggestions and considera-
t1ons about the next ILC meeting. However, the risks to which you
refer were seriously discussed, beginning with the Steering Committee
meeting in March 1987, and every care was taken at the following
Steering Committee meeting on June 2, 1988 (see enclosed copy of
the memo adopted as operative principles) to avoid the possibility
of tension or polemic. I do not think that another delay will be
helpful: December 12-16, 1988 now seems to me too soon, but I would
Tike us not to pass over the second proposed date, i.e. February
20-24, 1989. Moreover, the ILC meeting ~usually provides the best
occasion for a complete exchange of general information concerning
Jewish-Christian relations, and planning for the future.

In order to solve these difficulties, I suggest that our
experts deliver their papers (already submitted to the IJCIC last
June) and from your side you could present an overview on Anti-Semi-
tism. Personally I find this topic very interesting. In fact, I
shall give some lectures in Aberdeen and in London on October 17-18
on the topic "The Church facing Modern Anti-Semitism". Since it
was agreed that several ILC meetings would deal with such a broad
topic, i.e. the Shoah and its historical antecedents, we can devote
the first day of our next session to your papers on Anti-Semitism,
to discussion and exchange of information, and the second day to
the Shoah. We will continue to address both subjects after the




SECRETARIAT FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN UNITY
COMMISSION FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS

Vatican City - Tel. 698.4386/698.3071

Vet an Y T S i

ILC meeting, preparing the following ILC session for 1990. This
is not the first time that such': a lengthy and careful process was
carried out. This was the case at the first three ILC meetings (1971-
1973) which were dedicated to "Peonle, Nation and Land".

I would suggest that you discuss this matter, " as well as
the other questions repeatedly raised by Prof. Feldman, directly
with Fr Fumagalli in Sigtuna, on the occasion of the WCC consultation,
October 30 - November 4, or in Vienna, at the end of November. If
you should decide to visit our Secretariat in Rome, the dates of
November 21=23 are preferable for the staff and also for myself.

In a spirit of prayer and commitment, with every good wish,
I remain,

Sincerely yours,
y
Johannes Card. Willebrand$
3 President

encl.



1. It is agreed that the next meeting of the international Liaison Committee °
will be the first of several meetings on the Shoah in the context of its

historical antecedents and on its religious implicatioms.

24 IJCIC accepts with appreciation the generous offer made by the Catholic
side to share with it the preliminary drafts which have been prepared for

this consultation.

3. The Jewish side, with the permission of the authors, is prepared to
submit by a way of reciprocity their respective preliminary papers in

advance of the consultation.

4, It is anticipated that each party ma} wish to incorporate their

respective reactions in the final drafts of the presentations.

5. The meeting will be held in a European setting, preferablf Zurich

or in another suitable location, depending on the available accommodation.

6. The delegations shall include representatives of Jewish and Cathelic

- communities from countries directiy involved in the Shoah.

A The dates envisaged are 12-16 December 1988 or as an alternative.

20-24 February 1989.

Geneva, Bm 2nd, 4998

[ nc Sl'((ti.l\% Com_ni lhzg]
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Rabbi Marec H.
Chairman

Tanenbaum

AMERICAN SECRETARIAT:
Synagogue Council ol Amcric
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10016

Tel.; (212) GB8G-8670

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT:

. World Jewish Congress

1 Rue de Varcembe
1211 Geneve 20, Switzertang
Tel.: (022) 341325

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES:
American Jewish Commiltee
165 East 560 Street

New York, N.» . 10022

B8°nal B'rith
1640 Rhode Island Ave., H.W.
Washington, DC 20036

The Iscacl lncerfaich
Associecion

P.O.B. 7739

Jerusalem 91,077, Israel

Synagogue Council of America

327 Lexington Avenuc

New York, NY, 10016

World Jewishk Congress

501 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10022

Dr. Leon A. Feldman

Consultant

Jrternational Jewisk Commitice

o

Jnterreligions Consullations

October 14, 1988

Dear I1IJCIC Member:

We are sending for your information the following items:

1.

S.

6.

7

8,

JTA 10/11/88;
Pope meets with French Jews, is mute on recognizing
Israel.

National Catholic News Service (NCNS) 10/11/88:
Pope links European Democracy to Christian Heritage.

same issue and date:
Pope calls on Europeans to discover 'Common Identity'.

Religious News Service (RNS) 10/10/88:
Barnardin describes new appraciation for Jesus Jewishness.

NCNS 10/5/88:
Text of Pope John Paul Il's remarks at weekly general audience:

Jerusalem Post 10/1/88:
Intifada and Interfaith (Christian-Jewish relations have
been affected by the Intifada).

NCNS 9/28/88:
Pope warns against blaming all Jews for Christ's death,

same issue and date:
Text of Pope John Paul II's remarks at weekly audience,

Thank you for your continued interest and cooperation,
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POPE MEETS WITH FRENCH JEWS,
IS MUTE ON RECOGNIZING ISRAEL
By Edwin Eytan

STRASBOURG, France, Oct. 10 (JTA) -- Pope
John Paul II strongly reiterated his condemnation
of anti-Semitism at a meeting with Jewish leaders
here Sunday, but made no response to requests
that the Vatican recognize the state of Israel.

The pontiff, on an official visit to Alsace,
rececived a local Jewish delegation at the arch-
bishop’s residence, where he spoke briefly on the
need for cooperation between Christians and Jews.

He paid tribute to the “roots of European

—civilization based on the Bible,” and to “the
contribution of both Christians and Jews to the
history and culture of all the nations of the
continent.” i

He avoided answering a plea made by Rene
Gutman, the Strasbourg chief rabbi, for Vatican
Tecognition—of—fsraet—and “the establishment of |
diplomatic ties.

Gutman stressed the connections between the
Holocaust and Israel, and the responsibility West-"
ern Europe must bear in the deaths of millions of
Jews.

The pope replied by saying, “I join you in
formally condemning anti-Semitism and racism in
all their forms.”

The Jewish delegation included the presidents
of various. Jewish communities in the region,
members of the Alsatian consistory and various
French-Jewish personalities.
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POPE-PARLIAMENT Oct. 11, 1988 (600 words) With NC photo to coma
POPE LINKS EUROPEAN DEMOCRACY TO CHRISTIAN HERITAGE
By Greg Erlandson

STRASBOURG, France (NC) — Pope John Paul |l linked the democratic values of Western Europe with its Christian
heritage, warning that the de-Christianization of public life could threaten other freedoms. '

If Christianity ‘‘should someday be marginalized In Its role of inspiring ethics and its social values,’ the future bf
all Europeans — bellevers and unbelievers — “‘would be serlously compromised,” the pope told an assembly of the
European Parllament. 3

The pope addressed the 518-member body Oct. 11, the last day of his visit to Alsace-Lorraine and the international
European Institutions based in Strasbourg. '

In a survey of European political and religious history, the pope said the two are inextricably united.

The pope spoke in the circular assembly hall of the Palace of Europe, against a backdrop of national flags and the
European community’s own banner — 12 gold stars on a blue fleld. The European Parllament Is primarily a consultative
body elected by the citizens of the 12 countries of tha European Community.

Pope John Paul’s speech was briefly interrupted by a Northern Ireland Protestant hardliner, the Rev. lan Paisley, an
elected member of the assembly who displayed an orange banner calling Pope John Paul the “‘anti-Christ’ and shouted
““| renounc ounce you as the anti-Christ.”” Mr. Paisley was ejected from the hall by parliamentary officials.

In his talk the pope praised the community’s efforts to unify Europe.

On the eve of the community’s plan to dismantle economic barriers between its members by 1992, the pope said

Europe was ‘“‘on the threshold of a new stage in her growth.” .

‘Signs of the times’’ include Europe’s growing unity, a climate of peace after centuries of continental wars, an ap-
preclation for human rights and democracy, and what the pope described as the continent’s new and intense spiritual
““search for her soul.” '

But he warned of a declining religious presence in European culture. )

All of ““our old continent’s’’ schools of thought ‘‘should consider the ‘‘dark perspectives’ to which the total exclu-
sion of God from public life might lead, he said.

‘““Wherever man no longer leans on a grandeur which transcends him, he runs the risk’ of destroying himself, the

pope said. ]

The most fundamental principle of European public life is drawn from Christianity, the pope sald: the biblical distinc
tion-betwesn what Is owed Caesar and what Is owed God. ' ,

This essentlal distinction for religious liberty Is opposed to both those who seek the “marginalization®* and even
“‘suppression’’ of religion, and those believers who seek a ‘“‘return to the anclent order’’ where the state and the church
were one.

‘““These two antagonistic attitudes bring no solution compatible with the Christian message and the genlus of Europe,”
he said.

“When civil liberty reigns and religious liberty Is guaranteed, faith can only gain in vigor,” he said.

— ‘“After Christ it Is no longer possible to idolize society,” he sald.
_~ ““No project of soclety will every be able to establish the kingdom of God," he added.
— Instead, “‘messianic political movements-lead most often to the worst tyrannles,” he said.

Of European unity, the pope repeated his often-stated hope that a united Europe will include the Slavic nations to
the east which share the same Christian culture as the West.

Despite criticism of the community’s 1992 plan, the pope sald It will ““hasten the process of European Integration"
but without ““endangering the identity of the peoples of the community.”

Last September, British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher publicly rejected a frontier-free Europe, despite her coun-
try’s having signed the 1992 act.
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POPE-COUNCIL Oct. 11, 1988 (730 words)
POPE CALLS ON EUROPEANS TO REDISCOVER *COMMON IDENTITY’
By Greg Erlandson
STRASBOURG, France (NC) — Pope John Paul Il told a body established to promote European unity that Europeans
should rediscover their ““common identity” in their 20 centuries of Christianity.
The Christian heritage makes Europe a ‘‘single unit’’ despite ils great varlety of languages, nations and cultures,
he said. It is also the basis of any true respect for human rights, the pope said.
He made the remarks In an Oct. 8 address to the Parllamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe during his Oct.
8-11 trip to eastern France.
Speaking under the wood-beamed vaults of the Palace of Europe’s Assembly Hall, the pope praised the body for
its work on behalf of human rights, but challenged it to protect the rights of families.
The Council of Europe was founded in 1949 to promote European unity, parilamentary democracy and human rights.
Today 21 natlons with 400 million citizens are members. '
“‘If Europe wishes to be true to itself, it must contrive to gather together all the forces of this continent, respecting
the character of each region, but finding in its foots a common spirit,”” he told the Council.
Describing Eurcpe as stretching ““irom the Atiantic to fhe Urals,” the Polish-born pope said that Central and Eastern
Europe also “‘are linked by a common history’* and “ﬁivp:lcr a destiny of unity and solidarity” for the entire continent.
“‘Christianity has helped to form a conception of the world and of humanity which today remains as a fundamental
contribution, over and above any divisions, weaknesses and even abandonment by Christians themselves,’” he sald.
This concept includes a respect for physical life, which leads to the development of science and technology, and
a respect for the dignity of the individual person, which is the basis for human freedom, he said.
Pope John Paul praised the 1950 Human Rights Convention, saying that *“'the member states have sought to tighten
their union around the highest principles and values of European tradition.”
He also raised other lssues which, he said, demanded the Council’s attention, particularly the fate of the European
family. '
Economic prassures and a devaluation of familial love weaken tha family bond, the pope sald.
“Therein lies a real danger, for the family is being destabilized and is disintegrating,” he said. **Falling population
trends are a sign of a family crisis which gives cause for concern.”
Despite government efforts to boost France’s birth rate, it contln:ﬁes to be well below the 2.1 babies per woman of
childbearing age which is necessary for maintaining the nation’s’ current population levels.
““‘Europeans must restore to the family its value as the key element in social life” and “‘create conditions favoring
its stability,” he said.
The pope also encouraged the council to nddress the ethical Issues ralsed by new bio-medical technologies.
“‘In setting limits of an ethical nature on man's action, your Insmmlun will fulfill its role of critical conscienca in the

service of the community,”” he told them,
The pope recalled Europe’s missionary and colonial past and callad for a renewed sense of responsibllity toward

the Third World.

“For centuries Europe played a considerable role in other parts of the world," the pope said. While not always show-
ing ‘‘its best side,’” Europe *‘did happily share many of its longstanding values,’’ he said.

Today Europe must accept its “‘responsibility” toward the Third World, as well as welcome those who come from
the Third World to the First World as immigrants.

The seriousness of one’s ‘‘desire for peace and understin:ling may be seen in the quality of the welcome afforded
to anyone arriving from elsewhere, be he a partner from the outset or someone compelled to seek refuge,” he told
the Council.

—— He also sald Christians must show respect for other religions present in their regions.

In many European countries, resentment toward foreign workers, many of them Moslems, has become a political
issue. The rightist National Front Party in France has urged the expulsion of non-nationals and immigration barriers
in recent elections.

Following the address to the Council of Europe, he traveled 200 yards to the adjoining Palace of the Rights of Man
to address the Human Rights Commission and Court.

He strongly praised the human rights organizations as a ‘‘unique judicial reality in international law.”

The pope described the court as ‘‘the epitome of a juridical system that guarantees the preeminence of the rule of law.”
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Bernardin describes new appreciation for Jesus’ Jewishness

By Willmar Thorkelson
RNS Correspondent

8T. PAUL, Minn, (RNS) — A dramatic shift In New Testament scholarship has begun to
restore Jesus and his message to its original Jewish milleu, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin sald in
a lecture here.

. The Roman Catholic archbishop of Chicago sald this recent transformation regarding
Jesus' ties with Judaism “carries far-reaching implications not only for biblical interpretation
but also for contemporary theology, religious education, spirituality and worship.” On a
related topic, the cardinal addressed Jewish fears that the Catholic Church seeks to
“universalize” the Holocaust, stating that the church has begun struggling with the fact that
prominent Catholics were among the perpetrators of the Holocaust.

The growing consensus, he said, Involves these conclusions: _

— "“The movement begun by Jesus which grew into the Christian church can best be
described as a reform movement within Judaism during his own lifetime. There is little
evidence during this formative period that Jesus and his disciples wished to break away from
their Jewish context.

— “The missionary movement launched by Paul, as Paul himself understood it, was
essentially a Jewish mission which intended to include the Gentiles as an integral part of the
divine summons to the people of Israel.

— “At the same time, there were conflicts between Jesus and certain Jews. Moreover,
the majority of the Jewish people and their leaders did not believe in Jesus, and this strained
their relationship with his disciples.

— “Nevertheless, church and synagogue began gradually to walk their separate ways
only after the conclusion of the first Jewish war with the Romans. Prior to that, Jesus’
disciples did not demonstrate a self- understanding of themselves as members of a religious

community standing over against Judaism.”
Cardinal Bernardin said that when Catholics read the narrative of the Council of
Jerusalem in the Book of Acts, they tend to identify fully with the Apostle Paul in his dispute

with Peter, James and the Jewish-spirited Jerusalem church.
“But the enhanced appreciation of Jesus' positive Jewish ties now prompts us to take a

second Jook at the passage and its historical context,” the cardinal said, “From the new
perspective, it now appears that Peter and James were trying to hold on to something very
important, however jnadequately they made their case.”

Cardinal Bernardin said the severing of all constructive links with Judaism “had the
effect of deadening an important dimension of the church’s soul. It is this buried heritage that
Pope John Paul has brought to our attention on numerous occasions during his pontificate.”

In his lecture at the College of St. Thomas, Cardinal Berpardin also discussed the role
of Hebrew Scriptures in the Catholic Church; the “sense of a special, deep bonding™ between
the church and the Jewish people; and the significance of the Holocaust, *about which some
tension remains in our relationship.”

He said there has been a “gradual but persistent shift in emphasis away from the
viewpoint that regarded the Hebrew Secriptures simply as background for understanding the

New Testament.”
In its place, the cardinal said, “has come an emerging sense that the books of the

Hebrew Bible are worth studying in their own right, apart from whatever legitimate Insights
they may offer us into the meaning of Jesus’ life and mission.”

Cardinal Bernardin said there is 8 growing recognition “that without deep immersion
iato the spirit and texts of the Hebrew Scriptures, Christlans experience an emaciated version -
of Christian spirituality and know but a very truncated version of Jesus' full religlous visiun.”
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The cardinal said the Catholic Church's renewed appreciation of “the thoroughly Jewish
context of Jesus' preaching and ministry” has led the church to a reconsideration of how it
expresses its relationship with Judaism.

“It I8 no secret that many of our past formulations have seriously distorted the role of
the Jewish people in human salvation,” he said. “These distortions undoubtedly played a role
in the persecutions horne by Jewish communities in 8o many paris of the world and tragically
helped provide & seedbed for Christian ¢ollaboration with the fundamentally anti-religious’
philosphy of Nazism.

“Now all that is beginning to change as individual Christian theologians, church leaders
and official ecclesial documents challenge this long-standing theology of total Jewish
displacement from the process of salvation after the coming of Jesus. The prevalent
‘supercessionist’ approach to Judaism on the part of much of classical Christian theology is
being replaced by a2 theology of covenantal partnership."”

Cardinal Bernardin credited the impetus given to the new theological understanding of
the Christian-Jewish relationship by Pope John Paul II. He cited the pope’s stress on a

s .- -+ *'gpiritual-bond” linking the church to the people Israel, his focus on the “living heritage" of

-Judaism in which Christians share by reason of the inherent bond with the Jewish people and
his constant insistence on the permanent validity of the original divine covenant with Israel.

Regarding the Holocaust, the cardinal raised two issues:

— The feeling among some within the Jewish community that the Catholic Church, and
Pope John Paul I1 in particular, is “universalizing” the Holocaust or trying to take away
Jewish specificity.

— The concern of some within the Jewish community that the Catholic Church is trying
to “appropriate the Holocaust, to turn it into a monument to Catholic martyrdom.”

Cardinal Bernardin said he was ready to repudiate any effort to “place Christians
exclusively within the victim category, glossing over collaboration (with the Nazis) by church
members and officials."”

He said the church is trying to grapple with the Holocaust in its own unique way
“because, unlike the Jewish community, baptized Catholics were not only among its victims

but also prominent among its perpetrators.”
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EXT AUDIENCE Oct. 5, 1988 (510 words)
VATICAN CITY (NC) — Here is the text of Pope John Paul II’s remarks in English at his weekly general audience Oct. 5.

Continuing our catnchasis on Christ’s saving death on the cross, the question which we ask ourselves today con-
cerns his personal awareness of the redemptive value of his death. How clearly did Jesus percelve his vocation to offer
his life in sacrifice for the sins of the world?

The Gospels show that even before opposition to his ministry grew up around him, Jesus was conscious of the ‘‘bap-
tism’’ of blood that awaited him. On one occasion he sald: “‘the Son of Man has not come to be served but to serve
— to give his life in ransom for many.”’ Many o'their sayings also clearly indicate that Jesus was aware of his impending
death, such as when he speaks of the days ‘‘when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast
in that day.”

With the disciples, Jesus uses a “‘pedagogy’’ that reveals to them little by little the death that awaits him. Precisely
at the important moment when the aposties come to recognize him as the Messiah, he speaks to them for the first
time of his passion and death (cf. Mk 8:31). When Peter refuses to accept this, Jasus reveals how fully he had identified
himself with his sacrificial death. He warns that Peter’s way of thinking is not God’s way.

We may also add that when Jesus speaks of his passion and death, he aiso refers to his resurrection, thus underlin-
ing the salvific quality of his sacrifica. This is the path which the disciples and the entire church must follow: the passage
from death to new life in God. The ‘‘sorrows’’ of those who share the cross of Jasus will “‘turn to joy."”

| extend a special welcome to the new students of both the Pontifical Irish College and the Venerable English College.
| am sure that you will make full use of the opportunity that is yours in pursuing your ecclesiastical studies in the city
of the apostles Peter and Paul, not only to acquire a profound knowledge of the academic subjects you will study in
preparatioh for your future ordination to the priesthood, but even more importantly to strengthen your Christian faith
and your love of the church. | invoke God’s special blessings upon you and your superiors, as you work together in
the demanding task of your priestly formation.

| welcome the study group from the Church of Sweden, the Lutheran study group from Oslo and parishioners of Tyr-
vaain Finland. | look forward very much to visiting your countries in June of next year, and | pray that my visit will further
strengthen the already deep bonds of understandlnﬁ and ecumenical collaboration that exist between us.

| greet the pilgrims from Erie accompanied by Bishop Murphy, the priests and people of the Diocese of Paterson
accompanied by Bishop Rodimer, and the groups from the Diocese of Rochester and the Archdiocese of San Fran-
cisco. Upon all the English-speaking visitors | invoka the grace and peace of Christ.

END
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THE STATE of relations between
Jews and Christians, tenuous at the
best of times, is going through a new
crisis as a result of the intifada,
particularly the way it is reported in
the Western world.

This was the view of several of
those involved in interfaith work,
who attended the recent colloquium
of the International Conference of
Christians and Jews in Montreal. As
il by common consent, the nine-
month-long uprising of Arabs in the
tervitories was never discussed in
any of the open sessions, but it hung
like o spectre aver the proceedings.
- "I have heard people in church
circles state viewpoints that hadn't
been heard in 30 to 40 years,” Dr.
John Berthrong, interfaith dialogue
secretary of the United Church of
Canada, told The Jerusalem Posi.

In the late spring, he said, he had
begun noticing that the “use or
misyse of very legitimate questions
of Palestinian rights had become a
handle for attacks on the Jewish
coemmunity and the State of Isracl.”

Berthrong noted that in an effort
10 avoid the kind of Intra-church
conflict in which one group
represents Jewish interests and
another those of the Arabs, the
same committee in his church deals
wilh dialogue with both groups.

But although a resolution an the
Middle East passed easily at a recent
church conference, another
resolution, relating to the Jewish
community, did not pass.

A lot of latent hostility came out
on the backs of the Palestinians," he
said. He was disturbed, he said, that
there was no longer the, balance
which his committee ‘was to haye
established. "One voice Is heard to
the exclusion of others,” he said,
adding that he was nervous that such

" issues were being used as atlacks on
the Jews of Canada.

Dr. Simon Schoon, who heads the
Association of Christians and Jews
_in.Holland,. told The, Post that the -
intifada has affected dialogue, but in
ways which are not Immcdiale(l‘v
obvious, For many years, he said,
many Dutch Christians had seen
Israel as a sort of ideal. “Suddenly

all that fell down."

Now, he added, lsraelis say that
they want to be treated like an
other country, but it was Israeli
hasbara which helped to create the
original image of Israel as a country
which could do no wrong.

JEWS, TOO, had sald in the past
that any interfaith discussion with

Intifada and
interfaith

Christian-Jewish relations have been
affected by the intifada, Haim Shapiro-
found at a recent interfaith conference.

Christians had to include the State
of Israel, that Christians could not
presume to establish a sincere
relationship with Jews without
taking into account Jewish feelings
toward the Jewish state. “Now they
say, ‘Let’s leave Israel out of it," ™
mm- fhcp el o E Pl

On' the Christian side, he
described lﬁuklng to groups in
Germany whose feeling, spoken or
implied, seemed to be that "now the
Jews are as bad as we are.”

The interlaith movement, in
which the ICCJ has been in the
forefront in the 40 years of its
existence, has always faced a certain
degree of opposition from Jews who
fear that Christians who wish to talk
about “‘interfaith" are really
missionaries, or Jews who simply
don't believe there is any point in
forging links with e non-Jewish

Chmtions Wor AROHRET O

world which hes brought so much
suffering on the Jews.

In Christian "circles, there are
indeed those who see any
“dialogue" as a means of bringing
the message of Jesus to the Jews and

message as the rejection of a basic
tenet of Christianity. Indeed,
believers on both sides have often

_indicated that they regard interfaith

discussions as a compromise of their
own faith.
The difficul
WAS recogn
theme of the
Way and the
Spuilng from an O
viewpoint, Rabbi Howard Joseph of
Montreal's Spanish and Portuguese
Congregation, suggested a view

of such objections
in the choice of the
uium: “The One
any., Ways,"
rthodox Jewi

* historical

based upon the admonition to
Moses that no man could look upon
God's face and live,

Each of us, each tradition, he
suggested, had its own spiritual
experience.

“Caonsidering that a person may
be wrong in describing their
encounter with God and the
meaning derived from it, there is

"also the truth that even if one is

right, our experience and words are
at best incomplete, finite and
partial. The mysterious God can
never be fully comprehended....The
infinite God can be viewed from an
inlinite amount of perpeclives,
each of which must be as ultimately
correct as the others.

“IF THIS POSITION sounds
relativistic...that is because it is.
Relativism is not particularly
appealing to the faithful of a
particular community for it is
usually presented in such a manner
as to render all religions as the
same. However, there is o world of
difference between this position and
the ¢laim that many religions may be
equally valid or true.

*The former position implies that
there are no significant differences
among rcligions. The latter
maintains that there are....These
may have nothing to do with
theological truth, but much to do
with the foundational events and
experiences upon which the
tradition is built and the ongoing
community which
celebrates that particulas faigh."

Within this relativism, J still
put forward two criteria lor viewing
the truth of the religious system,
The first, he suggested, might be
“theological humility...a self-critical

tion of the finite nature of
any humbn undemstanding of the
divine." The other, he said, could

encounteringthe Presence, even’if it
be outside our community,”
Father Bernard Dupuy, former

secretary of the Conference of

Cathalic Bishops of France, startled
his listeners by tel a questioner

“ that the time hld.c!: r. come for
urc

the Catholic to take
theological recognition of the
concept of the establishment of

ewish ‘' Israel a3 “the beginning of -our .

ndemlpﬁn."
“If I say that the ingathering is the

_beginning of redemption, then,

espocially after the Shoah, this is a
sign not ’io despair, 1o have hope,”
he said, “After the Shoah we have 8
responsibility to be in solidarity with
the Jewish People and the State of
Israel.”

Referring to relations between
Judaism and Christianity, he
pointed out that these are not
symmetrical, that Christianity was,
in a sense, theologically dependent
on Judaism, while there was no such
dependence on the part of Judaism.
Moreaver, Christians had to
examine their own faith in the light
of the Holocaust.

“No longer can Christians claim
that Christianity superseded
Judaism, for theological, as well as
historical reasons." he said. "After
the Shosh, we need to recognize
Israel and its spiritual existence, as
well as its physical existence.”

FOR DUPUY, the visit of the Pope
to the Rome synagogue had
‘*abolished the contraversy in
modern limes." In the past, he said,
the Church had always adopted the
way of evangelization, but the
percentage of Christians in the
world had not increased over the
centuries and for that reason alone,
Christians had lo quesiion such an
approach. They also had 1o
recognize that spreading the faith
through political means or
colonization was 'easier than
depending on the truth.”

e contemporary view was tl.al
the grace of God works through all
?eopiu;. and, if there was a mission,
it wos to be present among all

les and to serve them. For

ristians, he suggested, therc
might be two ways, the Jewith way
the Christian way. This, he
suggested wryly, is perhaps “less
scandalous in the eyes of God than it
is for us."
But for many of those aclive in

the ICCJ, there is ,pq..’qud

world. organization has shown,
over the past few years, a certain
ambivalence over including
Moslemas in its discussions, although
it has gone on record as wishing to
reach out to lslam,

If Jewish-Christian dialogue has
been seen as Jewish-Catholic
dialogue, it is not without reason.
Since Vatican II, the Catholic
Church has made such tremendous
progress that it has all but left most
of the Protestant churches far
behind. It is a progress, some

(Continged on Pags 1)
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Protestants have noted enviously,
that can be achieved by a church
which finds it easy to speak with one
voice.

IT WAS IN THIS atmosphere that
Beatrice Webb, author, Methodist
lay-preacher and former director of
religious programming for the BBC,
spoke of a dislogue “of the heart
and not of the head,” the balancing
of a deep and specific Christian faith
with a real desire to reach out
beyond her own tradition and share
the spirituality of others.

It was a communality of faith, she
suggested, in contrast with those of
no faith. Describing a joint
pilgrimage to Israel which she took
with Jews, Christians, Moslems,
llindus, Sikhs and a Rastafarian she
noted that, at the end of each day,
the participants found themselve
apologizinf for the hurt that
members of their own faiths had
caused to the other participants In
the pilgrimage.
| Webb, who “confessed" that for
27 years she had been engaged by a

missionary organization, seemed to
be making a valiant and sustained
effort to go beyond an earlier faith
which saw a need to bring a
rnrliculnristlc message to mankind.
n her call for recognition of the
divine in all of us, she seemed to
suggest that the ‘‘salvation" of
dialogue was a social one, “a society
where justice and peace will indeed
embrace one another and God's
Shalom rule on earth.”

But the question remasins as to,
whether such gatherings of good-
hearted people are only just that, a
spiritual jam session where those
who believe jn tolerance and good-
will can gather to recharge their
spiritual batteries. One indication
that, despite the fine sentiments, all
is not as it should be came with the
disclosure that the Israel Interfaith
Association (ITA), the local
member group in the ICCJ, is in
serious financial difficulty.

Indeed, much of last year the
organization was functioning
without an office after it lost its lease
when it no longer had the funds for
the rent, Joseph Emmanuel,
director of the IIA, told The Past
that in the past most of the financial
support had come from abroad, but

‘come in the form of gran

this had dwindled as a fesult of the-
bad"

political situation in lsrael,

Much of the foreign suppdit
from
foreign churches, especially in
Holland, Germany and the U.S. In
each such church, there were
elements which favoured Israél and
others which favoured the
Palestinians. When the general
climate became unfavourable to
Israel, then sugpoﬂ for lsraeli
groups, even those engaged in
creating understanding between
groups, dried up.

THE FINANCIAL troubles were
accompanied by interpcrsonal
difficulties and at least .one very
prominent figure in the interfaith
field had threatened to resign from
the organization. An effort was
being made to bring new people into
the leadership.

Despite these difficulties, and
despite the general atmosphere in
which it seemed more difficult than
ever to establish trust between
various groups, the IIA has
continued its work, This Included a
seminar this summer for clergy from
Third World countries and seminars
for Jewish and Arab educators on

“ways of education for co-existence. |

The intifada, Emmanuel said, had
nbt made.it hirder to hold such
sé¢minars.. On ; the contrary, he
added, if anything, the Arab
educators now viewed it as more

important than ever before to find.

ways of increasing understanding
between Jews and Arabs,

Another bright spot in a generally
gloom‘ spectrum was the
establishment of a young leadership
programme, similar to that set up by
member organizations around the
world. This initiative had come on a
world level as a result of the
realization that many of those
involved in the interfaith movement
were concerned as a result of their
own memory of the Holocaust,
while those without such memories
seemed less concerned.

Onme of the younger Israelis, who
also took part in a special pre-
convention programme, Wwas
Mohammed Hourani, 34, an
educator who is involved in drawing
up a curriculum for Moslems in
Israeli schools. A student of Moslem
culture, who received his BA and
MA degrees from the Hebrew
University, Hourani told The Post
that he viewed himself as a religious,

but not a fundamentalist, Moslem.

‘I see myself living as a Moslem .
in this time," he said, adding that in
his home he had both a Koran and a
television set and that he saw no
conflict between the two. He added
that his relations with the kadis, or
Moslem religious judges, in Israel
were good and that he had a
common language with the officials
of the Wagqf, the Moslem religious
trust, in East Jerusalem.

As one of the few Moslems
present in Montreal, Hourani felt
that Islam had not been given the
importance accorded Judaism and
Christianity. Indeed, he questioned
the effectiveness of a three-sided
discussion. It would be better, he
suggested, to engage in separate
dialogues, between Judaism and
Islam, Judaism and Christianity and
Christianity and Islam.

In his own discussions, Hourani
said, the political question had not
arisen, and he was happy that it had
not. But because of the situation in
Israel today, it was necessary for
Jews and Arabs to talk, not just
about religion, but about a wide
range of topics.

“We can't live apart, We have to
talk to each other,” he said.
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October 16, 1988

Father Thomas Stransky

Director

Ecumenical Institute for Theological Studies at Tantur
P.O.B. 19556

Jerusalem

Dear Friend:

Thank you for all the courtesies shown and insights shared when I made
a courtesy call upon you last week. For me, the meeting was not merely
useful -- it was enjoyable.

I am glad to confirm the variety of services available to you by this
office and we will await your pleasure, Meanwhile, because of your
expressed interest in the subject, I enclose a copy of a recent
background analysis written by our colleague in the National Office,
Gary Wolf, entitled "Religious Conflict Among Jews in Israel”,

Should you wish to pursue the subject further, I am at your disposal.

Many of us in Jerusalem who knew about you even before you came to
this country rejoice over your election'and we earnestly hope that
Tantur, under your leadership, will enhance its ecumenical services
in all directions, -

Sincerely yours,

Dr. M. Bernard Resnikoff

bce: /fames Rudin
Marc Tanenbaum/George Gruen
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Octobel' 11,1988
MEMORANDUM

TO: Jewish Representatives List
FROM: Gene Fisher &
RE: Enclosed Confidential Report

At its September 25-26 meeting, the Advisory Committee to this Secretariat
expressed serious concerns about factual distortions in recent Jewish statements
regarding the Holy See. They felt we should share these concerns openly and
directly with our Jewish friends and partners in the dialogue, asking me to put them
together in the attached confidential report. '

Any comments or reactions you may have will be welcome.

Attachment

CCS: Mr. Abraham Foxman
Rabbi Ronald Sobel .
Mr. Elie Wiesel

EJF:mh
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CONFIDENTIAL REPORT ON MISUNDERSTANDINGS
AND FACTUAL DISTORTIONS OF
CATHOLIC-JEWISH RELATIONS

During its annual meeting on September 25~26, 1988, members of the Advisory
' Committee to the Secretariat for Cat‘holic-Jewlsh Relations of the National Conference of
~ Catholic Bishops expressed concern over several distortions.of fact that appear to be
increasingly widespread in both the seclil: media and the Jewish community. The record,
it was strongly felt by the Committee, needs to be clarified lest serious damage be done to
| Catholic~Jewish relations by such misinformation. |

The following examples summarizing the Committee's discussion are illustrative only
and not meant to be exhaustive of either the distortions or the places where they have

appeared. They fall into four major categories.

1. What Did the Holy See Proﬁxise?

a. The Distortions: An article in the Miami Herald, reprinted in various local

editions of The Jewish Week in mid-September, alleged that "a year later little progress has

been made in any of . . . the several promises "made by the Holy See to Jewish representa-
tives at their me-eting with the Pope at Castelgandolfo in September, 1987. The article
-Iisted three promise.;s:\
"a plan to fight anti-Semitism around the world";
"a major statement on the Holocaust and the Chureh's role in it"; and
"eventual recognition-of Israel.” _
Similar statements have appea:e'd In editorfals in Jewish papers. An undated press
release issued by the Anti-Defamation Leag‘ue of B'nal B'rith which arrived on'the desks of
several Advisory Com mittee.' members on ROSh_-Hashanah, concluded even more boldly that.
"the Vatican Promises have :nat been kept." The ADL release intensified the existing

confusion by declaring that there had beeﬁ a Vatican commitment to establish a "World

Jewry Desk™ in the Secretariat of State.
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b. The Record: The official, mutually agreed upon press communique issued
in Rome on Septeﬁiber 1, 1987, stated the "intention" of the Holy See's Commission for
Religious Relations with the Jews "to prepare an official Catholic document on the Shoah,
the historical background of antisemitism and its cdntemporary manifestations." Note that
this is one document, not two, and that it is to be a Commission document. No timeline was
glven, since the understanding was (and is) that in preparation for its drafting the .
Commission will first engage in a series of consultations on the Shosh with the Internati_oqal
Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations (W CIC). The first of these consultations
was to have taken place in December of 1987, It was postponed solely at the request of
1JCIC and subsequently rescheduled for this coming winter. Since it was the Jewish side
that requested the postponement, to accuse the Holy See of footdragging is, at best,
disingenuous and a severe distortion of the facts. Nor does the offlcial communique
mention anywhere any intention or commitment to establish a "World Jewry Desk," stating
only that "future exchanges between IJCIC and the Secretariat of State will be possible
from time to time." The putative "Jewry Desk" eited by ADL is a figment of the
imagination. Kgain. to eriticize the Holy See for failing to live up to a non-existent
promise of which It was never even aware can hardly be said to be conducive to improving
understanding. , .

Regearding the "recognition” issue, it should beiclear that the Holy See does recognize
the State of Israel under International law, althoﬁgh, in the worés of the official
communique 61’ September 1, 1987, "diplomatic relations have not been perfected." The
communique adds: “There exist no meological reasons in Catholic doctrine that would
inhibit such relatlons, but there do exist some serfous and unresolved problems in the area.”

What' transplreu then, was a clarification, not a "promise.”

2. What Really Happened in Austrla'.’

8. The Distortions: What many In the Jewish community seem to have

derived from the various media reports is that the Pope ahnosi totally ignored Jewish
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sensitivities and concerns, and failed even "to mention that Jews had died at Mauthausen®

(Washington Jewish Week, June 30, 1988). Mr. Abraham Foxman of ADL in a June 24, 1988

press release upped the ante and distorted the context by stating that the Pope "did not
mention Jews in his listing of the Nazls' vietims." (As the record shows, below, there was

no such listing.) Mr. Elie Wiesel, in an article for the New York Post on June 28, 1888,

characterized the Pope's visit to Mauthausen concentration camp as a "refusal to
acknowledge , . » that Jews were killed" there, and severely criticized the Pope for not
inviting a minyan of Jews with him to Mauthausen “tp recite the Kaddish for the Jewish
viotims, even as he sald Christian prayers for the others.”

b. The Regord: The Pope met with qulsh leaders In Vienna just prior to
visiting Mauthausen and there spoke movi;wgh' of his "memories of the 8hoah, the murder of
millions of Jews in camps of destruction,” of "the suffering and martyrdom of the Jewigh
people," and Iof Judalsm as a "constant progression In falth and obedience In response to the
loving call of God." Ifj point of fact the Jewish l'eaQers declined the opportunity to join with
the Pope at Maythausen, though this was open to them, according to those Involved in the
pre-visit discussions such as Dr. Lutz Ehrlich of B'r_nlai B'rith Burope, who stated this publicly
at a B'nai B'rith International meeting in Washington, D, C, on 8eptember 31, 1988,

Purther, the Pope stopped specifically at the memorial to Mauthausen's Jewish victims,
praying there, "Never again! Never again!," as he had in Miami In 1987, and continued the
next day also to speak of the Jewlsh suffering of the Sh?ah in general and at Mnu_thaiuun in
particular. The POpa.'s prayer-meditation at Mauthausen did not single out any oné group |
(Soviet prisoners of war were the largest single group of viotims of the eamp), but included
_.all victims, Jews no less than Christians. The impliolt notion in Mr. Wiesel's allegation,
since repeated, that Jews should only pray for Jews and Christians _gm tc;r Christlans is an .
extremely troubling one to the Advisory Committee. In his own summary of his pastoral
visit, the Pope singled out only the Jewish victims: "A visit to Austria.. . could not fail to

make reference to the persecution, which claimed so many millfons of vietims, in particular
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among the Jewish people" {(General Audience, July 6, 1988). |
3, John Paul IT on the Holocaust

a. The Distortions: The September ADL release, Elie Wiesel's column, and

numerous editorials in Jewish papers purport to find, in Mr. Wiesel's words, a "a pattern of
refusal to ackhowledg'e not only that Jews were killed but that they were killed because

they were Jews™ (New York Post, June 28, 1988). A Jewish Telegraphic Agency (JTA)

article similarly stated that the Pope "repeatedly fziléd to mention Jewish vietims during
two visits to Auschwitz and a visit to Majdanek" (WJW, June 30, 1988). Again, the factual
distortion was quiekly carried by the secular media to rhetorical extreme In an editorial in

the New York Post for June 30, 1988 under the sensational headline, "Revisionist at the

Holy See," accusing the Pope of a "determination to advance a revisionist reading of history
« « o first at Auschwitz then at Mauthausen.“ Since "historical revisionism" is well known asg
a mask for contemporary neo-Nazi propaganda, this in effect accuses- the Pope, himself a
victim of Nazi oppression, of being & neo-Nazl, While such a manifestlsr absurd charge"
rebuts itself in the making and is clearly beyond the intent of Mr, Wiesel and the J.T.A., it
does illustrate where rhetoric, unleashed from the restraints c;f respect for aceuracy, can

lead.

b. The Record: -In fact, the Pope did explicitly refer to the Jewish vietims
of Auschwitz during his first visit there on/June 7, 1979, JAt Auschwitz today there is a row
of ;n?.er!ption.«: in stone in the various languages of the camp's victims. Kheeling before

tham, the Pope sald:

In particular I pause with you, dear participants in this
encounter, before the inseription in Hebrew. This inseription
awakens the memory of the people whose sons and daughters
were intended for total extermination. This people draws its
origins from Abraham, our faith in faith (cf. Rom. 4:12), as was
expressed by Paul of Tarsus. The very people who received
from God the commandment "Thou shalt not kill" itself experi-
enced in a special measure what is meant by killing. It is not
permissible for anyone to pass by this inseription with
indifference.
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Glven the Communist government's tendency to universalize the Holocaust, the Pope's
trenchant insistence on the particularity of Jewish suffering was rightly perceived at the
time as a major challenge to such appropriationist tendencies.

At Majdanek, it is true, the Pope did not mention Jewswy

other group either. In fact, he did not make a statement of any kind at all, but only prayed
o s e e L el

in respectful silence, as has been confirmed from eyewitness accounts.

Along this line, it has also been reported in some journals that a large Church has been
built on the site of the Sobibor death camp. In fact, a small chapel desecrated by the Nazis,
well away from the site of the Sobibor memeorial, was simply rebuilt so as not to allow to
Nazism a posthumous victory over its victims.

As for the overall record a book edited by the author and Leon Klenicki of the ADL,
John Paul I on Jews and Judaism (USCC Publications Office, 1987), includes profound .

reflections on the Holocaust too numerous to cite here. Addressing both the Jewish and
Catholic communities in Miami on September 11, 1987, the Pope stated: "We must reflect
on the catastrophic even.t of the Shoah, that ruthless and inhuman attempt to exterminate
the Jewish people in Europe an attempt that resulted in millions of victims - ~ including
women and children, the elderly and the sick ~— exterminated only because they were.Jews"

(John Paul I on the Holocaust, Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations, 1988). "Never

again! Never again!," the Pope said on that occasion,

4. The Holy See and Catholics in Ameriea

The final item may be categorized as more a misunderstanding than a factual
distortion such as those described above, though it can have a similar effect.

8. The Misunderstanding seems to be that one can set up not only a

distinction but even an opposition between the Holy See and Catholics in- America, so that
one can say the most negative things about the former while maintaining "™business as usual”

relations with the latter, Elie Wiesel, for example, in his New York Post article, after -

stating that the Pope's "misunderstanding for living Jews is as limited as his compassion for
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dead Jews," a very serious charge, concludes that "the dialogue will continue . . . in spite of
the Pope." If the f.acts in his article had been accurate, this statement might have been
construed as admirable. But they were not. And once again, an op-ed piece, this time by

C. C. Halevi in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch of June 20, 1988, took this theme to its illogical

conclusion, ¢iting an ADL official as speculating on & major breach between the Holy See

and "the American Catholic hierarchy™ over Catholic-Jewish relations, and eoncluding, in a

¥
~

burst of fhetoric.- that the Pope's action "dlvides the Vatican not only from Jews, but from
many Catholies and Protestants as well." k

b. The Reality of Catholicism, however, is somewhat more complex than
Mr. Halevl's pronouncement of a virtual schism in the ranks between Rome and the U, S.
bishops implies. While we Catholics are no less fractious a group, internally, than any
other, as our history amply attests, and while we differ among ourselves on many points,
including some related to the Holocaust, we are a community (or, more p;operly, a
communion), and do not lightly split. The most recent, in fact, was the first in -almos_t a
century. It came, however, from the opposite directlon, with Archbishop Lefeb\.rre of
France going into Echism, among other matters, because he considers the Pope too much of
"2 Zionist. While such fantasies as Mr, Halevi's may be intended to flatter Catholics in the
U. 8., the result is a serious misperception of reality. It gives the appearance of tinkering
eround in what ive properly term the internal affairs of another rgl!gimm community, _
" Inventing non-existent divisions to exploit for one's own purposes. It is, to Catholies,
extremely distasteful and should, we believe, have no [;iaca in the puBlic or private

. discourse between our two ancient religious traditions.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Eugene J. Fisher
Executive Secretary

Attachment:
List of Members of the Advisory Committee
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THE LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION

LUTHERISCHER WELTBUND - LUTHERSKA VARLDSFORBUNDET - FEDERATION LUTHERIENNE MONDIALE

OFFICF OF THF GENFRAL SFCRETARY

' 2° 0CT. 1988

P.O. Box No. 66 Dr. Gerhart Rieg

:ﬂ?::'*"?:;sﬂ - Vorld Jewish Congress
eneva .aWwilerlan

Telephone 91 61 11 Telex 23 423 OIK CH e o il

Cable LUTHWORLD GIENEVA 1211 Genéve 20

October 20, 1988 ,. )
Dear Dr. Riegner,

Greetings to you on behalf of General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett and
colleagues on the LVF staff.

As you know, discussions have gone on in the LWF toward implementation of a
concept mentioned between us several times in the past: that a joint group on
the "staff" level meet together regularly, perhaps annually, to discuss issues
of common concern and hov they might best be addressed. From the side of the
LVF that would be a newly-constituted staff committee which has been appointed
to give us broader scope and greater flexibility in Jewish-Lutheran
relationship. The relationship which has existed between IJCIC and the
Department of Studies would not be ended; it would rather be amplified. The
LVF staff group appointed by the Cabinet consists of: Eugene Brand, Satoru
Kishii, Paul Rajashekar, Conny Sjoberg and myself in the chair. The General
Secretary is an ex-officio member.

The suggestion had come from the LWF’'s Advisory Committee for the Church and
the Jewish people that staff participation be broadened to reflect the groving
number of areas which bring Jewish and Lutheran people into contact. This
includes, for example, expressing our mutual concern for security,
reconciliation and peace in the Middle East addressing issues of anti-semitism
vherever such manifestations appear in the world, and achieving a better
understanding of the nature of Zionism and the role of the state of Israel in
global affairs. At the heart of our concern is a desire to continue efforts to
tap the common biblical and theological heritage as the fundamental point of
reference for building better understanding and relationships between Jewish
and Christian people. As a wide range of LWF activities increasingly comes
into contact with people of the Jevwish community and issues of concern to
vorld Judaism ve feel that it would be helpful to have a forum where such
issues can be discussed on a consistent basis. Our present Advisory Committee
of the Church and the Jewish People remains in existence and will be called
upon to help plan future international consultations should they be
recommended.

Our question to you is whether IJCIC would be prepared to assemble an
appropriate group for such regular meetings with our staff committee.

I wvill be pleased to hear how you and your colleagues respond to this



proposal. Perhaps we should meet personally to discuss this in greater detail.
It remains our hope that we might continue to broaden and deepen the good
relationships which have developed through the years.

Please convey special greetings to Professor Halperin.

72

Sincerely,

aul Vee

cc: Dr. Gunnar Staalsett
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GCeneva, l6th Novembar 1988

To: Prof. Leon A. Faldn.nn

I muet urge you to obtain ut te-morrow's meeting of IJCIC a reaction
in principla to the offer made hy the lutheran World Federation of which 1

gave you a copy in Bigtuna, so rhat we could respond,

Regards,
Halpérin
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October 20, 1988

Fr Pier F. Fumigalli FAX (39-6) 6985378
Commission foxr Religious Rzlations with the Jews
Vatlean City

Leon A, Feldman

I am vleased to advise you that the letter of
His Eminence Cardinal Willebrands, of October 10,
1988 (J 371-88-a) has been received with thanks,
A formwal reply with details will be forthcoming
very soon,

We should like to inform you that we are accepting ’
the dates February 20-24, 1989 for the next meeting

of the ILC, The venue, aus proposed at the last Steering
Committee meeting, would be Zurich?

We are slgo locking forward to meeting you at Sigtuna
and will discuss further details with you. IJCIC will
be represented by Prof. Jean Halperin, Rabbi Marc H,
Tanenbaum, and myself, Rsbbi Dr. Norman Solomon has
algo been invitaed,

in discussions with Dr, G,4., Riegner, we are accepting
the proposed dates November 21-24 for a visit to the
Secretariat when the Cardinal and the Commission's
ataff will be gvailable to receive us, We will inform
you of who will be coming from our side,

Ir. G. M, Riegner will be in touch with you to discues
furthe:r details.

Best wishes and warmeset regards,

¢e Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum - FAX (212) 319-0975

ce Dr. G,M, Riegner = FAX 011 (41-22) 333-985

12*14°*53 G3 ok ok okok NO.B1
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Centre for the Study of (Judaism
o A/__ and 3ewish/ Christian “Relations

o Central House, Selly Oak Colleges, Bristol Road, Birmingham B29 6LQ. UK
Telephong: (021) 472 4231
Fax: (021) A72 3208

FAX TRANSHISSION

Total pages including cover page: [ <2.]

Date: 21 Octobar 193¢

TO: Dr Riegnexr, Frofessor Halpérin, WJC Geneva
//// Rabbi Marc Tanenbaun, Chairman, 1JCIC

From: Rebbi Ir Norman SoI;;on

Subject: WCC Swaden

Message:!

I received from Leon Feldmar ONLY THIS MORNING the first intimation
of an invitation to the meeting with the WCC in Sweden on 30 October.
Does IJCIC not believe in advance planning?

Certainly, I will not be able to go. However, I should like you to
have a copy of my reply to Feldman.

"Thanks for your fax. I am off to Israel on Sunday, to East Germany
on the second weak of Ncvember, and in ketween I have numerous
engagements to keep and an establishment to run. So I regret it will
be quite impossible for me to come to Sweden. It might help in
future if longer notice could be given and financial arrangements
spelled out.

“The draft dccument having been "leaked" to me (from more than one
source) I append a copy of the “business" part of a letter addressed
to one of the leakers.

"Incidentally, you may have raceived from my office a copy of my
newsletter ENDS & ODDS No.37 with comments on the Lambeth document.
This was based on an incorrect text, and I have now reprinted it with
the correct text. You will receive this in due course, but should
you want it soon just ask my secretary for copies.’

o1 ouw E-H\

\
O =

) Lireciar of the Centre:
Rabbi Norman Solomon, M.A., Ph.D.
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To: anon

Thank vyou for writing to me about the statement of the WCC’s
Consultation on the Church and the Jewish Psople.

It contains some very fine material indeed. To save time I will not
work through it praising its excellent features, but simply make the
following critical remarks. _

) [0 There should be clearer acknowledgement of what the Vvatican

Notes referred to as the 'ongoing vitality of Judaigm" -~ a
point clearly expresszed in #7 and #8 of the Eambeth document.
One could indeed subscribe to most of the WCC document whilst

still maintaining the fiction of identifying Judaism with 0ld
Testament theology, the so-called "Law of Moses", on which the
document harps scmewhat. Perhaps lines 77 onwards of p.3 could
be developed or made more prominent, —

i P T oaw imermfnrLaRd® with (lim way &n whieh tho dornment appears
{a lll!} U[_‘IDP-‘I C| T'E‘ﬁrﬂ]"ﬂ "uilL ¥i+. an Jowo ne o ooloomen yoralgh L&Y, -Jg r
A% a Jew, may indeed call my own people to respond wv whal I
fdeem fhelir speclial respunsipilicloc, aw 3ammm nand  other Jews
did. But an outslder, especially one whhr in some genee regards
himself as verus Israel, oan only address such a call to the

1 whnle nf whal he reqavde ag Israel. In other words, I do not

: believe it legitimate for Chraistians to addis=se ARY 0211 Lo

— Taws they o net gddrees at least agually to Christians.

3. I fool it esspntial Liaat any dovuuwsnt nowadayn on Christian
Tnwrish relationg recognise Lhe  siuni ce Df Toinwl L& a
major part of the L_gg;gg_gggg;g, tncrudlng ke oLllgisuo
dimensions of that significance. Of course there is no reason
for the WCC of anvone else Lu wexpress their own thenlngical
views on the State of Israel; indesd I feel it would be
damaging if they attempted to do sc. What I would love to see
would be B:8 opening "We rejoice in the continuing existence of
the Jewish people .... and their return to their ancestral

— homeland" . But this may DPbe asking too much., Perhaps the
recognition of r"asymmetry" in 1.69 on page 3 could be
developed, along the lines of the Lambeth document #4 to show
that "Jewishness" has a sens2 of peoplehood, not just religious
brotherhood, and this is the rooTt of Jewish attachment to the
Land of _Is¥aél, which alsc has a theological dimension etc,
This would not be +wery gocd, especlally Dearing in mind the
ECC'B poor record on Israel, but at least people would not be

b

le to dismiss the deccument (as many Jews undoubtedly
therwise would) because it ignores the significance of Israel.



. Wednesday, November 2, 1988
NC NEWS SERVICE a )

TANENBAUM Nov. 2, 1988 (150 words) _
RABBI TANENBAUM TO BE INTERNATIONAL CONSULTANT TO JEWISH COMMITTEE

NEW YORK (NC) — Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum will become the American Jewish Committee’s international consul-
tant, leaving his current poéitlon as the committee’s director of international relations.

A prominent ﬁgurd In Jewish-Catholic relations, he headed the international relations department for five years. For

23 years prior to that, he was the agency’s national director of interreligious affairs.

As international consultant he will continue his involvement in several projects he has initiated, including relations
with the Vatican, but he will focus on writing, lecturing, teaching and working on world refugee concerns and hunger
and human rights issues.

The American Jewish Committee presented him with a farewell citation Oct. 30, noting his 27 years of ‘‘pathbreaking
service'’ to the committee and 35 years of ‘‘dedicated Ieadérshlp on behalf of American Jewry,"” referring to his in-
volvement in the 1950s with the Synagogue Counclil of America.

END

1
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Consultant

1
Jnternational Jewisk Committce
| oH
Juterreligious Consultations

November 7, 1988

PLEASE NOTE:

IICES [NS\WILL INDEED TAKE PLACE
& 10:30 A.M.~ 1:30 P.M.
mch will be served
SCA Offices

IMPORTANT

The agenda will include the following:

1 Report on WCC consultation on the Church and
the Jewish people, held last week in Sigtuna,
Sweden. Dr. Leon Feldman and Prof. Jean Hal-
perin represented the SCA and IJCIC, respec-
tively. '

2.. Preparation for the scheduled informal meet-
ing with Cardinal Johannes Willebrands and
the Commission staff at the Vatican on Nov.
21-24, 1988.

The proposed items for discussion are:
a. Removal of Carmelite Convent from Ausch-
witz. ' :

b. Consultation on anti-Semitism and im-
plications for the Shoah - scheduled for
FPeb. 20-24, 1282 in Zurich (?

Co Miscellaneous items.
3 Two historians who are experts on the history

of anti-Semitism and the Shoah, will brief us
at this meeting.

?LEASE CALL THE SCA OFFICE IMMEDIATELY WITH YOUR
ATTENDANCE PLANS. (212) 686-8670
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New York, N.Y. 10016

World Jewish Congress
501 Madison Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10022

Dr. Leon A. Feldman
Consultant

Jnternational Jewist Committee
on
Jnterreligious Consullations

To: Members of IJCIC -
From: Leon A. Feldman
Re: Lambeth Document

Background to Resolution 21

Date: November 9, 1988

Enclosed is the full text of Lambeth
Document, recently adopted by the Anglican Com-
munion, dealing with "Jews, Christians and Mus-
lims: The Way of Dialogue."

This document has been made available to
us by Dr. Norman Solomon of the Centre for the
Study of Judaism and Jewish/Christian Relations,
Birmingham, U.K., who served as a participant-
observer at Lambeth.

Please read it carefully and be prepared
to discuss its contents at our forthcoming
meeting..

REMINDER

Next IJCIC Meeting

Thursday, Nov. 17, 1988

10:30 - 1:30

Offices of the Synagogue -Council



Rabbi Marc H.
Chairman

Tanenbaum

AMERICAN SECRETARIAT:
Synagogue Council of Americ.
327 Lexinglon Avenue

New York N.Y, 10016

Tel.: {212) GBG-8670 -

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT:
Wodd Jewish Congress

I Que de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Swilzertana
Tel: (022) 34 1325

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES:
American Jewish Commiltee
165 East S61 Streel

New York, N,», 10022

a'ui B'rith
1640 Rhode [sland Ave., M.V
Washington, DC 20036

The Israel Ianterfatlch
Associscioan

P.O.B. 7739

Jerusalem 91,077, Iscscl

Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue
New York, N.Y, 10016

World Jewith Congress
501 Madison Avenue
. New York, N.Y. 10022

Dr. Leon A.
Consultant

Feldman

Jnlernational Jewish Commitiee

oH

Jnterreligions Consultations

November 10, 1988

Dear I1IJCIC Member:

Enclosed are the following items for your information:

L.

3.

4o

Johannes Cardinal Willebrands' lecture delivered

at the Malcolm Hay Memorial at Aberdeen University
(Oct. 17, 1988) and under the auspices of the Institute
for Jewish Affairs-WJC,London (October 18, 1988) res-
pectively, entitled "The Church Facing Modern Anti=-
Semitism, i

Johannes Cardinal Willebrands' remarks at the presentation

of the book Fifteen Years of Catholic-Jewish Dialogue, in
Rome, March 22, 1988, entitled "Relations between the

Church and Judaism: History, Themes, Perspectives,"

Carlo Ma. Martini's paper "Christianity and Judaism:
An Overview," (n.d.)

News item re Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum, culled from
NC NEWS SERVICE, November 2, 1988,

REMINDER!

NEXT MEETING OF IJCIC ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER L&, 1030-12,30
in the offices of the Synagogue Council, Lunch will be served.

Please make every effort to attend this important meeting.

We would appreciate your tel. 686-8670 to indicate your
attendance since lunch has to be prepared.
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Jiternational Jewish Committee
. ot
Juterreligious Consullations
Nov. 10, 1983

Fax to: 011-39-6-6985373

Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbam
Chairman fr. Pier F. Fumagalli
Commission for Religious Relations

Synsgogue Council of Amene. -

327 Lenington Avanug fatican C Ity
MNow York, N.Y, 0016 . ‘
Fet: (212) G8G-0670 Would appreciate your informing us as soon as possible regarding

dates and timetahls of meetings with Cardinal Willebrand and with
merabers of Commission:and Secretariaft as agreed upon in recent
EURQPEAN SECRETAMAT:  aychanges of correspandance and conversation in Sigtuna.
Wodd Jewish Congress
F2vs Gonue 20, Switcoriana  A150 would welcorie 1atest information regarding decision sn Capmelite
Tet.: (022) 34 1325 convent, :

Also wouid nzed to know atout passibilities of other meetings

CONSTITUTENT AGCENCIES: *‘&queStEd i ;

Amacdican Jewlth Commitee
165 Eas1 S60- Sireet as
New York, N.» . 10022 L:aga;;ls,

1’ X R f? »
8'aat 8tcitn / »A LA} /UL’&‘M/L
1640 Bhodg [slend Ave., KW, { %
Washington, ©OC 20036 eon A. Feldman

The Lscael lacecfalen
Assoctlacion
r.o.a. 7739 )
Jorusslen 91.007, Lsvsel o Dr. GH1. Risgneie Fax: 011
i Rahbi Marc H. Tannenbgum Fax: {21

—

-01-22-333-985
" o1 4 ‘-.
Synagogue Council of Amed & ) 313-0975
327 Lexingtlon Avenue

Naw York, N.Y. 10016

World Jawish Congress
501 Madison Avenue

Dr. Leon A. Feldman
Consultant

11-11~88 THU  13:21:33 = G3 = %% wkkk NO.BT




Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Chairman

AMERICAN SECRETARIAT:
Synagogue Council of Americ.
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, N.Y, 10016

Tel,: {212) GB8G-8670 -

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT:
World Jewish Congress

1 Ruc de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Swilzertand
Tet: (022)34 1325

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES:
American Jewish Commililee
165 East S61:- Streel

New York, N.» . 10022

8°nal B'rith
1640 Rhode Island Ave., N.W.
Hashington, DC 20036 .

The Israel lacerfaith
Azsoclacion

r.0.8, 7739

Jerusalem 91.077, Iscsel

Synagogue Council of Americs
327 Lexington Avenua
New York, N.Y, 10016

World Jewizsh Congress
501 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10022

Dr. Leon A. Feldman
Consultant

Jrternational Jewish Commitiee

oH

Jnterreligions Consultations

November 15, 1988

Dear 1JCIC Member:

You have been informed about preparatory activities

for the scheduled XIII. Liaison Committee meeting in
February 1989. The proposed topic is HISTORICAL AND: .
RELIGIOUS DIMENSIONS OF ANTI-SEMITISM IN RELATION TO
THE SHOAH.

On a previous occasion you have received copies of
several papers (drafts) prepared by Catholic scholars
and/or representatives of the Vatican.

We are in the process of reviewing the programmatic
proposals and you will be informed in due course., In
the meantime, however, we are pleased to make available
to you a chapter entitled THE VATICAN AND THE JEWS,
which .i& part of ¢ ldrger estudy .prepared bya respons-
ible scholar who, unfortunately, met an untimely death,

PLEASE, keep this manuscript CONFIDENTIAL as it is NOT
FOR DISTRIBUTION (Restricted by author's estate).

Thank you for your cocoperation.

P.S. Attached is also recent AJCom press statement

concerning Rabbi Marc H., Tanenbaum.



Jnternational Jewish Commitice
on
Jnterreligions Consullations

November 17, 1988

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

Chairman _
- . Dear IJCIC Member:
AMERICAN SECRETARIAT: .
Synagogue Council of Americ. . Please find enclosed the following items for your

i N
zit:;:":::, i information and discussion:

Tel.: {212) GBG-8670 - .
: 1. Statement by USCBC on the Middle East, issued by

Bishop Roger Mahony.

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT:
World Juwish Congress Relevant news item from NC News Service, 11/16/1988
1 Rue de Varembe

itzerand
;z;:: (cocznz:g_::u UPI report on same item, 11/15/1988.

2, Communication of Lutheran World Federation, addressed

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES: “{‘]‘% U’("}\ to Dr. G. M. Riegner, dated October 20, 1988.
American Jewish Commiltee
WS i 500" Sy ' 3. Proposed agenda for 13th session of International

Yi N,
et s Liaison Committee, Zurich, February 20-24, 1989,

f;:;l&“,'ﬂ.w Ave.. A, ‘ 4, AjCom press release concerning Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum's
Washington, DC 20036 attendance at meeting of Institute for the Study of Man,
Vienna, November 28-30, 1988.

The Israzel lacecfaich

Assoclscion

Thank you for your cooperation and continued interest.
r.0.8. 7739 ;
Jerusslem 91.077, Isdael

-
| . \) (9% B - -
gzr;as"?ue Councll of America - Covmetde c““"“’*, ?'ﬁg = ( Fd. 11, \9 ) ﬂ
NewL'::r:g::.:.&;l‘:;‘ : /\J\.q_/lr\l.u."" ‘g—u- 3 - Gl ‘

World Jewish Congress
501 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10022

Dr. Leon A. Feldman
Consultant



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date  November 21, 1988
to AJC Field Staff
from Judith H, Banki

subject Update on Catholic-Jewish Relations

A recent flurry of charges and counter<charges on the question of whether or not the Vatican
has broken "promises” made to the Jewish community has troubled a number of you. You have
asked for our clarification of these developments and our evaluation of the present status and
future direction of Catholic-Jewish relations.

Jim Rudin hus asked me to prepare this report in response. It will address both the factual
aspects of the exchange and the underlying loyalties and emotions that get triggered in such
situations of tension and misunderstanding. (In our judgment, the feeling-tone aspects of the
recent exchange are central, Indeed, the emotions and loyalties have pre-determined the
different readings and interpretations of the facts on this occasion.)

Allegutions that promises or commitments made to Jewish representatives during their meetings
o with Vadcan officials in Rome and also with the Pope in Castelgondolfo in the summer of
1987 - just prior to the Pope's visit to Miami -~ had not been kept began to surface in mid-
September of this year. One article, reprinted in several local Jewish periodicals, claimed that
the Church hud promised: "a plan to fight anti-Semitism around the werld"; "a major state-
ment on the Holocaust and the Church's role in it"; and “eventual recognition of Israel" A
separately-issued statement later alleged a commitment by the Church to establish a "World

Jewry Desk" in the Vatican Secretariat of State.

The only official public rccorg‘, of the exchange between Jewish and Catholic representatives in
Rome and Castelgondolfo is a joint communique issued from Rome on September 1, 1987. What
does the text of this mutually agreed-upon communique say on the issues just raised?

On the guestion of anti-Semitism and the Holocaust:

Cardinal John Willebrands, president of the Commission for Reli-
gious Relations With the Jews, announced the intentions of the
comumission to prepare an official Catholic document on the Shoah,
the histoncal background of anli-Semitism and its contemporary

manifestations.

In addition, in his address to Jewish representatives in Miami on September 11, 1987, Pope
John Paul II noted:

The religious and historical implications of the Shoah for Christians

and Jews will now be taken up formally by the Intemational

Lofevpetngoone Gosulfallave
e
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Catholic-Jewish Liaison Commitiee, meeting later this year in the
United States for the fist time. And as was affirmed in the
important and very cordial meeting I had with Jewish leaders in
Custelgandolfo on Sept. 1, a Catholic document on the Shoah and
a;L.Z}Semunm will be fornthcoming resulting from such serious
studies.

The Catholic document on the Holocaust was intended to follow upon a formal Cutholic-Jewish

confcrence. That conference was postponed at the request of the Jewish. not the Catholic,
members of the Lisison Committes. :

Undouptcdly. Jews and Catholics will approach the Shoah from different historical and
theologicul perspectives. A joint study of this frightful period may indeed engender disagree-
ments between - as well as disagreements among - Catholic and Jewish scholars as to the
contributory role of Christian teachings of contempt in the Nazi demonologizing of the Jews,
as 1o wt‘icllhcr the Church could have spoken or acted more vigorously than it did to protest
_anu-Scrqmsm and to save Jewish lives. These remain open questions, to be honestly addressed
in a spirit of inquiry and an atmosphere free of recrimination. To accuse the Vatican of
footdragging on this consultation when it was the Jewish side that requested the postpone-
ment, is parently unfair; moreover, it creates an atmosphere of suspicion that may make this
painful subject even more difficult to confront together.

IThe 5:ubject has been further beclouded by accusations from some quarters that the Pope has
insufficiently recognized the Jews as the primary victims of Nazi persecution, or has not
acknowledged that Jews were killed only because they were Jews.

These accusations are challenged by a number of papal references to the particularity of
Jewish suftering, including the September 11, 1987 address in Miami, when the Pope specified
the Shosh uas that ruthless and inhuman attempt 1o exterminate the Jewish people in Europe,
an atiempt that resulted in millions of victims -- including women and children, the elderly
and the sick -- exterminated only because they were Jews. He added "Never again! Never

again!"

Given its stubbornness in the face of much evidence to the confrary, we should consider why
this impression persists in parts of the Jewish community, (Some have even accused the Pope

of a revisionist reading of history.)

The Pope almost invariably stresses the specificity of Jewish suffering under Nazism when he
meets with Jewish groups, as he did recently in Vienna; he does not always specify Jews as
victims on other occasions (as when he visited Mauthausen). Since it is the Christian world
that needs most to be reminded of the particular fate of the Jews in the Shoah, some Jews
have feit that the Pope, while clearly empathizing with Jewish suffering, has missed some
opportunities to bring that message to his own faithful. Moreover, the canonization of Fr.
Maximilion Kolbe and the beatification of Edith Stein were troubling to many Jews because
they believed these two individuals killed at Auschwitz - a priest who gave his life for that
of another prisoner but who was also editor of a journal that printed anti-Semitic articles,
and a Jewish woman who converted to Catholicism and became a Carmelite nun «- sent the
wrong signal to Catholics about who were the primary victims of Nazism. These feelings have
been exacerbated by the transformation of a building at Auschwitz into a Carmelite convent--
another instance of what Jews see as appropriation (not denial) of the Holocaust. Appropria-
tion is a genuine concern for Jews, and we have every right to raise the question, but not



by falsifying the Pope's record.
On the question of Israel:

Representatives of the Holy See declared that there exist no
theological reasons in Catholic doctrine that would inhibit [full
diplomatic] relations, but noted that there do exist some serious
and unresolved problems in the area.

Regarding the state of Israel, the Cardinal [Agostino Casaroli,
Secretary of State,] stated thar while diplomatic relations have not
been  “perfected,” there do exist good relations on many levels
including official visits to the Holy See by Israeli leaders.

In his Sept. 11 address in Miami, Pope John Paul II stated that the Jewish people

have a right 10 a homeland, as does any civil nation, according to
intemational law.

He added,
What has been said about the right to a homeland also applies to
the Palestinian people, so many of whom remain homeless and
refugees.

This has been a consistent position of the Roman Cathalic Church for some years.

Needless to say, most Jews would weicome the establishment of full diplomatic relations
between the Vatican and the State of Israel. 1t is appropriate for Jews to pursue this goal
and argue its justice. However, unsubstantiated claims that the goal has been promised are
mischievous. We see no evidence of such a promise by the Vatican.

On a "World Jewry Desk" at the Vatican Secretariat of State:

..Cardinal Willebrands envisaged the development of a special
mechanism that would more closely follow trends and concerns
within the world Jewish community and improve contacts and
collaboration where the need arises, Including contacts with the
Secretariat of State. . .

It was agreed that as occasions require, in arcas which are of
concern to the world Jewish community and where religious and
political issues intertwine, future exchanges between IICIC and the

Secretariat of State will be possible from time to time.

In our judgment, references to "time to time" exchanges do not constitute a promisg to apen
a Jewish Desk in the Vatican Sccretariat of State.  Such a desk may well be _dcs_lrable, but
unsubstuntisted claims that the one has been promised seem an unlikely route to achieving it.

An additional observation. To base Catholic-Jewish relations on the assumption that one cun
drive a wedge between American Catholics == or the "American Catholic Church” and the Pope
(or Vatican) is a dangerous and self-defeating policy. All analogies are of limited value, but
there are some strong parallels between Jewish attitudes toward Israel and Catholic attitudes
toward the Pope. Jews may be critical of specific Isracli policies and unhappy about a number



of recent developments; we will debate these matters vigorously -- sometimes vehemently -
among ourscives. But if we sense that lsrael is being criticized for the purpose of delegiti-
mizing her as a nation, undermining her security, defaming her, we will rally to her defense.
In similar vein, there iz a lively intermal debate among Roman Catholics about some of the
emphases and non-doctrinal positions of the Pope. One nuved only read the pages of Common-
weyl, for example, to see that there are faithful Roman Catholics who are not happy with the
Pope’s attitudes towards women’s ordination, loyal dissent or family planning, or his meetings
with Kurt Waldheim. But if they believe that the Pope is being criticized by others for the
purpose of muligning their Church or undermining its authority, they will close ranks and
reject the criticism because of its perceived motives. Jews, who are properly offended by
"Jews Yes, Israel No" attitudes should not resort to "Cathalics Yes, the Pope No" approaches
to issues.

The State of Catholic-Jewish Relations

CatholicsJewish relations are alive and well in the United States. As we have previously
noted, more progress toward mutual understanding and mutual respect has been made in the
past quarter century than in the almost twenty centuries which preceded it. Some genuine
trust has developed on both sides. Nevertheless, this is still a fragile relationship. There is a
residue of suspicion of the other’s motives; there remain stereotypes and pockets of ignorance.
We cannot und should not avoid discussion of genuine disagreements on religious, historical or
social policy positions. Hasty and unfounded accusations will impede, not advance, the process
of honest discussion,

Please inform us if this issue has surfaced in your community, and send us any relevant
clippings or publicity.

We will be sharing this memo with national and chapter leadership.

cc: Geri Rozanski

700-88
UpdateJBS
IAD
11/18/88:EL



NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS
BISHOPS' COMMITTEE FOR ECUMENICAL AND INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS

SECRETARIAT FOR CATHOLIC-JEWISH RELATIONS

1512 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W, e WASHINGTON, D.C, 20005-4103 L Z0Z § 659-6857

~ November 22, 1988

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

Chairman

International Jewish Committee
on Interreligious Relations

The American Jewish Committee

165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Mare:

Thanks for your letter of November 16 on our "Confidential Report on
Misunderstandings and Factual Distortions of Catholie-Jewish Relations." For the
record, we did not intend in any way to accuse IJCIC as such of accusing the Holy
See of "footdragging," but only-those specifically named in the Report.

Since we agree fundamentally on both the record and the fact that there are’
widespread distortions of it within the Jewish community, I would suggest we
move to the logical second step in the process, which would seem to be for 1JCIC
in a gracious manner to clarify the public record for the Jewish community, which
continues to labor under the misunderstandings cited in the Report.

Perhaps we can discuss this when we meet in Vienna for the international

conference there next week.

Yours in Shalom,
Copmi
Eugene J. Fisher

CCS: Most Rev. William H. Keeler
Members of the Advisory Committee

EJF:mh



Commission for Religious Relations

with the Jews

Meeting with IJCIC representatives, at the Secretariat for Promoting
Christian Unity, Rome, Novembre 22, h, 10.30 &.m.

__ Participants: H. Em. J. card. Willebrands, fr. Pierre Duprey, fr. Pier

Frencesco Fumagalli, mons, jdeka—Radamei Erich Salzman

Rebbi Marc A. Tannenbaum, Dr., Gerhart M. Riegner, Rabbt
MerdecaiWexman, Prof, Leon A, Feldman, Rabbi Wolfe Kelman,

List of possible arguments

The Carmelite monastry at Auschwitz-Birkenau.

Actual misunderstandings and distortions in relations (see NCCB con-
fidential report).

XITI TLC Programm on Antisemitism and Shoah (February 1989).

Religious situations in East Europe.

Possibility for Courses on Judaism in Pontifical Roman Universities,

Fositive developments:

- 24/V1/88 Papal meeting in Vienna

- 9/x/88 Papal meeting in Strasbourg

- Report of the last Flenaria (February 1988)

- Responsibility for the death of Jesus (John Paul II, 27/IX/88)
- Church and Antisemitism (card, Willebrands, 17-18/X/88)

- John Paul IT and the Jews (card, -Willebrsnds, 0.R., 11/XI/88).



Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum
Chairman

AMERICAN SECRETARIAT:
Synagogue Councll of Americ.
327 Lexington Avenue

New Yok, N.Y. 10016

Tel.: (212) G8G-8670 -

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT:
World Jewish Congress

1 Mue de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Switzerand
Tel: (022)34 1325

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES:
American Jewish Commillee
165 East 56t Sireet

New York, N.sv, 10022

8°nal Brith
1640 Rhode Island Ave., R.U,
20036

Washington, DC
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r.0.8, 7739

Jerusaleas 91,077, 1sdsel

Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue
New York, NY, 10016

Word Jewizh Congress _
501 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y¥. 10022

Dr. Leon A. Feldman
Consultant

Jnternational Jewish Commitiee

on
Jrterreligious Consulfations

December 8, 1988

DEAR I1JCIC MEMBER:

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE CONSTITUENT MEMBERS OF IJCIC
WILL TAKE PLACE ON

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15 1988
9.30 a.m.

IN THE OFFICES OF THE SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA.

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE HAVE CONTACTED BY TELEPHONE ALL THE
MEMBER AGENCIES IN ORDER TO ASCERTAIN A MUTUALLY CONVENIENT
DATE AND HOUR, THE 'OVERWHELMING MAJORITY HAVE INDICATED
THEIR PREFERENCE FOR THE ABOVE DATE, BE ASSURED, AT THE SAME
TIME, THAT IF AGENDA ITEMS WILL REQUIRE A DECISION OR A
DEFINITIVE COMMITTMENT, WE WILL CONTACT YOU IN ORDER TO
OBTAIN YOUR REACTION, THUS ASSURING THAT YOUR POINT OF VIEW
WILL BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION BEFORE A CONCENSUS CAN .

-BE REACHED,

ENCLOSED YOU WILL FIND A REPORT ON THE RECENTLY HELD MEETING
OF THE IJCIC/VATICAN STEERING COMMITTEE, WHICH WILL MAKE UP
THE MAJOR PORTION OF OUR AGENDA.

1. The removal of the Carmelite Convent from the Auschwitz
ampsite report on the current situation.

2. Proposed revised agenda for the Consultation on Anti-Semitism
and the Shoah, scheduled for February 20-24 1989 in Zurich.

Thank you for your cooperation and continued interest.



INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

Rabbl Marg K. Tarenbaum CONFIDENTIAL

Chawrman
Amarlcan Secr :
B o To: 1JCIC MEMBER AGENCIES
137 Laningisa Avanug
o FROM: Marc H. Tanenbaum
Europesn Secratsriat
Wl damsh Congross DATE: December 6, 1988
1211 Ganeve 20, Bwiliprigng
o RE: Meetrings at Vatican
Constituont Agencies
The Amsrican Jewish Comminse
155 Eant 56 Siremt
Maw Yorx, NY 10022.245
1212) 7814000
8'nai B'oth Internations) On Tuesday, November 22, a four-member IJCIC delegation met In
ot i by Lo g the Vatican offices of Cardinal Willebrands' secretariat. The
{202 §57-8800 IJCIC members were: Rabbl Wolfe Kelman, Dr. Gerhard: Rlegner,
1o Lroa nertoan Assaciaton Or. Leon Feldman, and myself as chairman. Cardinal Willebrands
" Jergsalem B127Y, istael was accompanied by Msgr. duPrey, Msgr. Fumagalll, and Msgr.
one-arR Salzmann.
e
Rew . Y 2204 In my judgment == and | think that of the other |JCIC members
W -= the meeting was conducted Inastraightforward, constructlve.
proofri- g e Ay and friendly spirit,
et -
The first Issue we dealt with was that of the removal of the
Carmelite convent off the grounds of Auschwitz. Cardinal
Willebrands reported that he had written a confidentlal letter
to Cardinal Marcharski in Cracow indicating that the Vatican
wanted the ''Geneva agreement'' implemented. Cardinal Willebrands
also told us that the Pope's statement to the Kultusgemeinde
in Vienna that “anew center' would be c¢created for study, dialogue
and meditation nearby Auschwitz Is being taken by the Vatica
and now by Cardinal Macharskl as Papal support for the remov
o _ , of the convent to a new place.

That Interpretation was confirmed -to me by Bishop Mushinsky,
chairman of the Polish Catholic herarchy's commission on
Catholic=Jewish relations, when we met at length during the
international congress on 'Jews and Christlans in a Pluralistic
World" in Vienna, Nov.27-Dec.1. For whatever it means, Bishop ’
Mushinsky informed me that the convent would be removed before
the Feb. 22 anniversary of the Geneva agreement.

There were to be two meetings of several cardinals, Including
Marcharski, in Milan on Dec. 3, with Cardinal Martini, and on
C Dec. 20 In Paris, with Willebrands also attending. (JCIC will be
W informed of the outcome of those meetings as the basis for our
: * future actions.



CONF IDENTIAL

Page Two
December 6, 1988

We then devoted much of the rest of our time to a discussion of the
program for the proposed Joint Llalson Committes meeting of 1JCIC and
the Vatican to be held Feb, 20 = 24 in Zurich. (During our break for
luncheon, we were joined by Chief Rabbi Elio Toaff of Italy.)

Enclosed Is:a copy of the outline 'that both sides agreed upon. ‘I pro-
pose that we meet on Thursday, Dec. 15, 9:30 a.m., at the SCA offices
to discuss this program and come to a decislion. Please let Dr. Leon
Feldman or myself know that you will Join us.

Chag Sameachl

MHT:RPR
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TENTATIVE AGENDA

(G bom-Sown T

HISTORICAL AND RELIGIOUS DIMENSIONS OF /ANTISEMITISM

“LATI0 .

Monday, Febr. 20, 1989, : Arrival

Tuesday, Febr. 21, 1989 :

9.00 Introductions : 1. Card, WILLEBRANDS

2. Rabbi TAMMENBAUM
9.15 Church and Synagogue in the Patristic Period (Sgherri)
10.00 a.m. A Response (20°') - SL\M Q‘LMA

10.30 a.m. 11.00 Break
11.00 a.m. 12.30 Discussion
12.30 a.m. 2.00 p.m.Luncheon

2.00 p.m. 2.45 Christians and Jews in the Middle Age (Graus)

2.45 A Response (20') §y 5, 3 W
3.05 3.30 p.m. Break .
3.30 5.30 p.m. Discussion u
6.00 p.m. Dinner
| Social

Wednesday, Febr. 22, 1989

9.00 a.m. 9.45 Christians and Jews in the Modern Period (paper

by catholic) Ma M
£ 9.45 a.m. 10.30 ldem (by Jewish) B%RWWQ - Quaens
10.30 a.m. 11.00 Break
11.00 a.m. 12.30  Discussion w W
12,30 a.m.2.00 p.m., Luncheon B STeRse A =
2.00 2.45 p.m. Impact/of the Shoah Catholic Religious Thought

(By a euesi Track g P,., Lo
w

. : HMJM\M !' ess/ese



2.45 3.15 p.m. Break

3.15 5.30 p.m. Discussion

6.00 8.00 p.m. Dinner ; :
= O AN

8.30 9.15 p.m. Impact of Shoah on Jewish i Theught

9.15 10.00 p.m. Discussion

Thursday, Febr. 23, 1989

i 9.00 9.45 a.m. Historical aspects of the shoah (R. Hilberg or

S. Friedlander) =
10.00 10,45 a.m. Iderﬂr‘ley)
11,00 12.30 a.m. Discussion
12.30 2.00 p.m.  Luncheen | Remeorames

2,00 4.00 p.m. Complementary repo y national experiences

(Jews and Christians)/ B

4.00 4.30 p.m. Break w‘ CArac
\}x..n.u_y/u

4.30 6.00 p.m, Discussion
Dinner
9.00 Drafting Commitee

Friday, Febr. 24, 1989

FWMW |
£
8.30 10.30 Program for continuing study on " Antisemitism"

7 (Adoption of a possible statement)-
10,30 11.00 a.m. Break Pre Pre s et e ks

11.00 12.30 Exchange of informations
((; Reports on the implementations of the § peints
of the common programm established in Rome on 1985

12.30 e Lunche_on - Departuras
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Genava, 9th December )988

Tot: Prof, Leon A. Feldman EEﬁEg
pre LA

1. I got your telefax.

2, Klein spoke to me and asked me whether he should invite you, 1 said
he should; it would be important to show that the interest in the Auschwitz
convent is as great in America as in Europe.

3. Re Tanenbaum's communication

a) the names should be rightly opelled: Duprey.
Neither Duprey nor Fumagalli are Mpgr.

b) I am astoniphed about Muszinski's otatement that "the convent would
be removed bafore )ebruary 22", although Fumagalli confirmed that
Muszinskl was impreared by Willebrands' letter and the referenca in
it to Pope's speach in Vienna,

I would however leave Muszinski'e quote out.

4, Y spoke to Fumagalli last night and told him about my feelings.

_He told me that Willebrandes had changed again his mind and intends
to go to Auschwitz after Paris.

I told him to inaist on his going earlier,

Regards,

Riegner
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CONSFEIL REPRESENTATIF DES INSTITUTIONS JUIVES DE FRANCE
Dircction Générale : 19, rue de Téhéran @ 75008 Paris @ Téléphone : 5610070 @ C.C. P. 2053-34 Paris

N

Paris, le 9 Décembre 1988

A L’ATTENTION DE LEON FELDMAN
FAX 19.1.212.686.86.73

RE_: COUVENT DES CARMELITES

Cher Ami,

Je vous informe gu’une réunion est prévue le 20
Décembre 1988, & 10 heures, au C.R.I.F., 19 rue de Téhéran

75008 PARIS avec la délégation juive, suivie d’une rencontre
avec la délégation catholigue, gqui se tiendra & 11 heures,
au domicile de Monsieur Philippe Kraemer qui nous préte
gracieusement ses locaux, 43 rue de Monceau 75008 PARIS,

Je vous demande de bien vouloir me confirmer votre
présence & ces deux réunions, et souhaiterais gque celles-ci
gagdent un caractére confidentiel.

.

Amicalement;

ANz’

——
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12-09-88 9201
Vatlcan and Jews to start on anti-Semitism document in February

By David Crumm
Special to Religious News Service

DETROIT (RNS) — Preparation of a long-awaited Vatican document on anti- Semitism
and the Holocaust will begin in February with a historic gathering of Jewish and Catholic
scholars in Zurich, Switzerland.

“This Is something that will directly and profoundly challenge the church's teaching on
all levels around the world for years to come,” said Eugene Fisher, head of Catholic-Jewish
relations for the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and the only American Catholic on
the Vatican committee planning the new study. Both Mr. Fisher and Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
of the American Jewish Committee heralded the new study, which will rely, in part, on

. Vatican records from the World War II era.

The final Vatican document, which may take several years to complete, “will establish
the tone and style and depth of the church’s teaching on this well into the next milennium,”

- said Mr. Fisher. “As people read it and contemplate it, it will have an impact on Catholic

textbooks wherever they are used and teaching and preaching.”
Pope John Paul II promised a document about anti-Semitism in September 1987 at an

unprecedented summit meeting with Jewish leaders. At that time, Jews around the world were
outraged that the pope had agreed to permit a visit from Austrian President Kurt Waldheim, -
who had served during World War II as an officer with a Nazi army unit. The Waldheim visit
relgmted perennial concerns that the Vatican did not do all it could to help Jews during the
war. '
“I know some Jewish leaders are asking why we have not seen a document already,
said Rabbi Tanenbaum, who heads an international coalition of Jewish leaders conducting an
ongoing d:alogue w:th the Vatxcan. “But I wouldn‘t trust an encyclical that was produced In e

. “For this document to be taken senous!y and not to be seen as merely 2 pubhc '
relations ploy, it needs a meticulous background study and we want this study,” the rabbi send.

"““We don't want a quick fix. This study could result in an apostohc letter that would be of

supreme ‘importance.” - " - -

l:‘;,:

2 - ..“{

-
e,

' SEtivities, has helped plan the senos of scholarly meetmgs sald Mr. Fisher and Rabbl “
_ Tanenbaum. o

Cardinal Johannes Wlllebrands, the 79-year-o!d head of the Vat:can s mterfa:th .

.. The'new study will be sponsored by the Internatnonal Cathohc-.lewnsh Liaison ,,f,_i >

Committee a standmg group of Jewish and Vatican leaders who promote, interfalth dnalogu;_

said Mr Fisher ind Rabbi Tanénbaum. The Zirich meeting will run Feb, 20- 21 somia

Each side Tn the dialogué will name a panel of scholars and other religious leaders to

partictpate in what is likely to extend through several meetings following the Zurich sesston

before Vatican officials finally draft a document for their church, the men said.- - . .. .
Rabbl Tanenbaum said both Catholics and Jews “will be selecting ﬂrst-line &

,ﬁ authorltative academic and religious scholars in these fields to participate. We seek to explore ok

“'In depth the history of anti-Semitism in the western world over the last 1900 years with
~_particular emphasls_ on how the Chrtstinn teaching of contempt (tor the Jews) oont.rtbuted to

the Holocaus »
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“We want to explore the role of the church in the Holocaust, the role of the Vatican in
the Holocaust, the role of various other countries and the role of Pius XIIL" he said.

The scholars’ research will include a comprehensive examination of 11 volumes of -
Vatican records from 1939 to 1945 that have been exempted from the normal 70-year waiting
period for release of Vatican documents, said Mr. Fisher. The volumes have been released
gradually over the past two decades, he said.

The subject is vast and the conclusions will be sirnilarly complex, said Mr. Fisher.
“Some people say the church was absolutely silent about the Holocaust, but that is false,” he
declared. “And other people say the church did all it could to help the Jews, and that is false,
tm ”

=:

.
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-
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

120788 9281
" French cardinal advocates condom use to halt spread of AIDS

By Religious News Service

(RNS) — During a brief television appearance, the head of the Roman Catholic Church
. in France recently advocated the use of condoms for those who have tested positive for the
" AIDS virus and who refuse to refrain from sexual relations, :

Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger, archbishop of Paris, told thousands of viewers here in a
two-minute address Dec. 1 that all who have tested HIV positive and continue to have sex
should “use the means proposed to them to prevent them from passing on death to others.”

Although the cardinal never used the French word for condoms (preservatifs), he was
sanctioning their use to stop the spread of the AIDS, said a spokesperson in his office. “AIDS is -
the most cruel evidence of the way we live and of our society,” he began. “Many thousands of

_ people will perhaps be infected. And what terrifies me most at present is not only the
5 seriousness of the disease but its segregation.”

In the United States, the Catholic bishops evoked a response from Rome when they

issued a controversial statement that sanctions the providing of “accurate information about

prophylactic devises” in public educational campaigns to combat AIDS.
The U.S. bishops voted to prepare a new statement on the AIDS crisis after recewing a

" Jetter in June from Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, head of the Vatican Congregation for the
~ Doctrine of the Faith, who warned against Catholic educational programs that may “give the
~ impression of trying to condone practices which are immoral, for example, technical
instruction in the use of prophylactic devices.” _
_ Cardinal Lustiger, a converted Jew and the leader of France's predominantly Catholic
population, went on to speak about love and chasity. “I especially want to address the young
. people,” he said. “Love is stronger than desire and more important. Chastity is possible. o
_ - Pardon me if I offend you, but those of you who are HIV positive and who cannot live in
“ .z ... . chastity, should use the means that have been proposed to you in respect for yourselves and
.%_ . for,others.” The cardinal also unplored everyone “to pray for and with those who have AIDS,
337 . -their families and their loved ones.” I
it T Arbois Chartier, the press attache for the cardinal, said in a telephone interview from A
“.. " 7 Paris, that there has been no response from the Vatican concerning Cardinal Lustiger’s
" address. When asked if any of the other French bishops have offered responses, she said that
.. many of them have said similar things in the past, but with different words. “Itissound moral_
e theology." she said, "allhough there are many who don’t understand it.” . XY
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Vatican and Jews to start on anti-Semitism document in February

By David Crumm
Special to Religious News Service

DETROIT (RNS) — Preparation of a long-awaited Vatican document on anti- Semitism
and the Holocaust will begin in February with a historic gathering of Jewish and Catholic
scholars in Zurich, Switzerland. I

“This is something that will directly and profoundly challenge the church’s teaching on
all levels around the world for years to come,"” said Eugene Fisher, head of Catholic-Jewish
relations for the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and the only American Catholic on
the Vatican committee planning the new study. Both Mr. Fisher and Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
of the American Jewish Committee heralded the new study, which will iely, in part, on

. Vatican records from the World War II era.

The final Vatican document, which may take several vears to complzcte. “will establish
the tone and style and depth of the church’s teaching on this we:l into the next milennium,”
said Mr. Fisher. “As people read it and contemplate it, it wii! have an impact on Catholic
textbooks wherever they are used and teaching and preaching.”

Pope John Paul II promised a document about anti-Semitism in September i987 at an
unprecedented summit meeting with Jewish leaders. At that time, jews around the world were
outraged that the pope had agreed to permit a visit from Austrian Presideat Kurt Waldheim,
who had served during World War II as an officer with a INazi army unit. The Waldheim visit
reignited perennial concerns that the Vatican did not do all it could to help Jews during the
war.

“I know some Jewish leaders are asking why we have not seen 3 document already,”
said Rabbi Tanenbaum, who heads an international coalition of Jewish leaders conducting 2n
ongoing dialogue with the Vatican. “But I wouldn’t trust an encvclica! that was produced in 2
year. ,

g “For this document to be taken seriously and not to he scen as merely a public
relations ploy, it needs a meticulous background study and we want this study,” the rabbi said.
“We don't want a quick fix. This study could result in an apostolic letter that would be of
supreme importance.”

Cardinal Johannes Willebrands, the 79-vear-old head of the Vatican's interfaith
activities, has helped plan the series of scholarly meetings, said Mr. Fisher and Rabb
Tanenbaum.

The new study will be sponsored by the Internationai Cathnlic-Jawish Lixison
Committee, a standing group of Jewish and Vatican leaders who promote interf4ith dialogue,
said Mr. Fisher and Rabbi Tanenbaum. The Zurich meeting will run Feb. 20-24.

Each side in the dialogue will name a panel of scholars and other rcligious Iraders to
participate in what is likely to extend through several meetings [ollowing the Zurich sessior.
before Vatican officials finally draft a document for their church. the men said.

Rabbi Tanenbaum said both Catholics and .Jews “wil! be selecling first-line
authoritative academic and religious scholars in these fields to participate. We seek to explore
in depth the history of anti-Semitism in the western world over the iast 1900 vears with
particular emphasis on how the Christian teaching of contempt (for the Jews; contributed to

the Holocaust.”

“We want to explore the role of the church in the Holocaust, the role of the Vatican In
the Holocaust, the role of various other countries and the role of Pius XII," he said.

The scholars’ research will include a comprehensive examination of 11 volumes of
Vatican records from 1939 to 1945 that have been exempted from the normal 70-year waiting
period for release of Vatican documents, said Mr. Fisher. The volumes have been released
gradually over the past two decades, he said.

The subject is vast and the tonclusions will be similarly complex, said Mr. Fisher.
“Some people say the church was ahsolutely silent about the Holocaust, but that is false,” he
declared. “And‘uther people say the church did all it could to help the Jews, and that is false,

too.” .



XIII International Liaison Committee (ILC)

Meeting: 12-16 December 1988 (ZURICH)

Members of the ILC, from the Catholic side;

1, Archb, Marcos Mc Grath (PANAMA)
2, Bishop Gereld Mahon (LONDON)

3. Dr, Eugene J, Fisher

(wASHINGTON DC)

4, Rev, Jacques-Marcel Dubois (JERUSALEM)
5. Rev. Bernard Dupuy (PARTS)

Relators:

6. Rev. Prof. Henri Cezelles  (PARIS)

7. Rev. John Morley ~ (SOUTH ORANGE)
8. Rev, Robert Graham (RovE)
(+)Rev, Jean Dujardin (PARIS)

Members of the Holy See's Commission:

9, Card, Joh, Willebrands (RoMe)
10. Rev. Pierre Duprey (roME)
11. Rev. Pier Francesco Fumagalli(ROME)

Experts:

12, Prof, Hermann Henrix (AACHEN)

13. Prof. Kurt Schubert (wIEN)

14, Prof, Jezry Turowicz (kRAKOW)

15, Rev, Stanislaw Musia2 (kRAKOW)

16. Rev, p. Franz Bowen s » BELGIO )
17. IRev. p. Grosz, sj (Roma)

184 aus . , Jugoslavia)
19, wes - , Ungheria )
o g (s%s , Romania )
2% e Eaa , Cecoslovacchia)




i jcic meeting december 15 1988

Proposed Agenda:

l. Report on 1JCIC/Vatican Steering Committee meeting in Rome
v~ 2, Removal of Carmelite Convent - report on situation

3. Proposed agenda for the February 20-24 Consultation of Anti-
Semitism and Shoah

4. Riegner Telex

v/ 5. Invitation by Theo Klein extended to Leon Feldman to attend

"Geneva III" meeting in Paris, December 20, 1988

v 6. Statement issued by Marc Tannenbaum and Eugene Fisher re # 3

\/ 7. Term of office of chairman expires Dec, 31, 1988

8. Reimbursement of expenses incurred by.Riegner in publication
of volume "Fifteen Years of Christian/Jewish Dialogue

9. Misc, - _ C&jfua..«f,:
= Rele g o
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cemas DAILY NEWS BULLETIN

JEWS AND VATICAN OFFICIALS
TO CONVENE ON ANTI-SEMITISM
By Susan Birabaum

NEW YORK, Dec. 15 (JTA) -- Jews and
Catholics will gather at a conference in February
to examine the Christian roots of anti-Semitism,
according to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, chairman of
the International Jewish Committee for Interfaith
Consultations.

The conference is expected to initiate work
on a Vatican document that would challenge
Catholic teachings worldwide.

The conclave, scheduled to take place Feb.
20 through 24 in Zurich, is expected to be the
first of several meetings that will discuss the
development of Christian thinking from early days
to present times, including how it bears on anti-
Semitism and its relation to the Holocaust.

The conference is an outgrowth of a meeting
1eld in Miami on Sept. 11, 1987, between Pope
fohn Paul II and 206 Jewish leaders.

Soon after, a joint Jewish-Vatican con-
‘erence to explore the roots of Christian anti-
,emitism was approved by the pope.

The conference is conditional on the removal
f a Carmelite convent at Auschwitz to a center
way from the Auschwitz grounds.

This was decided Thursday by members of
1€ international committee, the body involved in
atican-Jewish negotiations. The move must be
ade before Feb. 20. ;

Tanenbaum said the upcoming conference
ould “begin a serious scholarly examination of
e history of anti-Semitism in the Western world
rough the ancient, the medieval and the modern
‘riods, culminating in the Nazi Holocaust.”

Talks on the long-awaited document will
obably take several years to complete. They will
volve careful examination of 11 volumes of
tican records of the years between 1939 and
15.

Members of the Jewish group, which meets
th Catholics, explained their opposition to a
iference centering on the Holocaust.

Rabbi Fabian Schoenfeld, a member of the
imittee and a past president of the Rabbinical
incil of America, explained that the Rabbinical
incil position “tends to agree with the Hasidic
imunity,” which conducts dialogue with Chris-
s only on social issues and not on theology.

/

TEL AVIV, Dec. 15 (JTA) - A one-time
st emigre convicted of espionage was given a
-year prison sentence by a Tel Aviv district

/IET EMIGRE CONYICTED OF SPYING,
ITENCED TO NINE-YEAR TERM
Hugh Orgel

There have been rumors here and abroad
that Kalmanovitch might be released and sent
back to the Soviet Union, as part of a three-way
exchange between the Pollards in the United
States and a third unidentified espionage prisoner
who would be returned to the United States.

ISRAEL’'S QUAKE RELIEF HELP
STILL STALLED BACK HOME -
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Dec. 15 (JTA) -- Israel has
enlarged its earthquake relief efforts for Soviet
Armenia, but it seems to have a problem getting
it off the ground.

Three air force Hercules cargo planes loaded
with personnel and equipment were scheduled to
leave at dawn Thursday, but their takeoff was
postponed because of bad weather.

So far, only one Israeli relief airlift has
reached Yerevan, the Armenian capital. It arrived
there Sunday.

A follow-up flight by two Hercules trans-
ports on Monday was recalled halfway to its
destination.

Brig. Gen. Aharon Vardi, Israel's civil de-
fense chief who recached Armenia with the first
flight, advised the planes by radio that their
medical and rescue personnel were not needed in
Yerevan or in the stricken Leninakan region.

They were ordered to return to Israel to
await further instructions.

It was decided later that supplies were more
urgently needed than personnel,

One of the transports was withdrawn Wed-
nesday and the other was cquipped 10 carry cargu
only.

But the picture changed on Thursday when
the relief fleet was enlarged to three Hercules
aircraft, and another 50 medical and rescue
personnel were assigned to the mission along with
administrative staff,

DOCTORS AGAIN HIT HOSPITALS
WITH SELECTIVE WORK SLOWDOWNS
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Dec. 15 (JTA) -- Government
hospitals are again the targets of selective work
slowdowns by doctors locked in a 2-year-old wage
dispute with the Finance Ministry.

Seven general, geriatric and psychiatric
hospitals were put on a Sabbath schedule Wednes-
day. The same sanctions were applied Thursday to
six hospitals, including the three largest general
and maternity hospitals in Tel Aviv.

The Sabbath schedule means reduced medical
staffs in wards and emergency rooms and no
elective surgery is nerfarmad
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Jternational Jewish Commitice

o

Jnterreligions Consullations

. December 27, 1988

T0 ALL MEMBERS OF LJCIC3
IMPORTANT !

THERE WILL BE AN URGENT AND EXTRAORDINARY MEETING
0F THE CONSTITUENT AGENCIZIS' REPRESENTATIVES ON

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, at 3,00 P,M,
DECEMEER 29, 1988

"IN THE OPFICES OF THE SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMBRICA

The agende will {nclude the following:

1. Report on the recently held meeting in Paris (Dec, 21)
concerning the removeal of the Carmelite Convent from
the Auschwitz camp sies. The following participated:

Jewish group: Klein, chaiy; Steg, Ehflich, Riegnes,
Hoffenberg, Pardes, Grand Rabbin RS, Sirat, Feldmsn,
SChn'Mk.

Cacholic .grclupz Cardinals Decourtray, Lustiger,
Danesls, Macharski; and Frs. Dupuy, Dujardtn. Muefal,
Furagald.

2, l’ropoud Consultation of UCIclhcim Liaison Committee
"Aoti-Senitiem and the Shish" uheduled for February
zo-z:., 1989 in Zurich,

3, IJCIC positfion to Pope John Peul 1I's meeting last week
with Arafat.

rmsnmmmmonrmam t‘hnnkyou for your -

‘cooperation,

{1MmeaQ Qg e o Wk b ok ol ok B
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December 28, 1988

His Exca&llency

Bishop Henryk Muszynski

Chairman B

Polish Episcopate's Commission
for Dialogue with Judaism

87-800 Wloclawek

ul. Gdanska 2/l

Poland

My Dear Bishop Muszynski,

It was a genuine privilege to come to know you during the recent
congress in Vienna on "Jews and Christians in a Pluralistic World."

I had heard many positive comments about you f rom colleagues, and

our friendly and open meetings more than justified my anticipation,

T sincerely hope that we will have opportunities to deepen and enrich
that friendship and understanding.

We have many issues to discuss, but I wish to focus at this moment

ofl the question of the Carmelite convent on the .grounds of Auschwitz.

I genuinely believe in the good will of Cardinal Macharsky and yourself
in seeking to bring about a constructive resolution of this highly
symbolic and emotional issue onboth sides.

While I think I understand the resistance that has emerged, I fead that
unless there 1s some genuine movement in the coming weeks to take

public steps to create the new center off the o rounds of Auschwitz, that
this issue will become inflamed and will lead to unfortunate and
unctntrollable reactions which could undermine much of the proaress we
have made in improving Catholic-Jewish understanding., X -

I have a simple questiosn that might help forestall these necative
consequences: Is it not possible for the Cardinal and those assoclated
with him to make a public gesture very soon of plaecing a spade in the
ground of t he proposed new center as a sign of commitment and good will?
That would become an important gesture that the Geneva agreement is in
force. It would then ehable Cardinal Macharsky and others to continue
their conversations with the Carmelite nuns and others, and at the same
time signal the world of Jewish survivors that movement is taking place.

We would do everthing possible to inform the Jewish world of survivors

of Auschwitz that there is gontinued good faith on the part of the Polish
Catholic church and the Polish people, and that nothing should be done

to impede the constructive conversations within the @hurch community.

I fear that if somethink 1like that is not done soon, we will lose control
of the situation, and ireeparable harm would be done to our common cause.

I would be grateful for your confidential response to this idea.

MY warmest good wishes for joyous Holy Days to you, yourcolleagues and
your families, and my prayers for God's richest bleesings over you,

Respectfully yours, .

RMHT, DIR
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The American Jewish Committee protects the rights and freedoms of Jews
world over; combats bigotry and anti-Semitism and promotes human rig
for all: works for the security of Israel and deepenad understanding betw
Americans and Israelis; defends democratic values and seeks their realizat
in American public policy; and enhances the creativa vitality of the Jew
people. Founded in it is the pioneer human-relations agency in the L

“FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK ... Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, director of international relations_of

the American Jewish l:ﬁmmil:tee, will address an international conference of scholars
on "Jews and dhris;igns in a Pluralistic Worldf, to take place in Vienna, Austria,
from November 28-30. The conference 15 sponscred by the Insiitute for. the Study

of Man, a leading interdisciplinary academic research institute.

Rabbil Tanenbaum, who is chairman of the International Jewish Committee for
Interréligiaus Consultations (IJCIC), will share a platform with His Excellency
Bishop Pietro Rossano, rector of the Pontifical Lateran University in Rome and a
member of the Vatican Commission for Religious Relations with the Jewish People.
They will present papers from their respecr_i\'re perspectives on the theme, "Jewish-
Christian Relations: Achievements and Unfinished Agenda." Lord Coggan, fo'mer.
archbishop of York and Canterbury, will chair the session.

Among the other prominent participants in the symposium will be His Eminence
Franz Cardinal Konig, former archbishop of Vienna; Prof. Zwi Werblowsky of Hebrew
University, Jerusalem; Prof. Bernard Lewis, Imstitute of .Aﬂvanned Studies, Princeton
University, and noted scholar of Islam; Prof. Geza Vermes, New Testament scholar,
Oxford University; Prelate Josef Tischner, Pontifical Academy of Theology, Cracow,
Poland; Prof. Jacob Ka;:z. historian, Hebrew Universlity. Jerusalem; His Eminence
Paul Poupard, President of the Pontifical Council for Culture, Vatican; and Lord _
George Weidenfeld, president of Weldenfeld and Nicholson publishers.

Dr. Krzysztof Michalski of Cracow, a visiting professor at Harvard University,

is director of the Institute for the Study of Man in Vienna.

"
A4 .

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations
organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious

rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved humau relations

for all people everywhere. R ‘

88-960-193
EJP, REL, Z

Theodore Ellenolf, President; Leo Nevas, Chair, Board of Governors; Robert S. Jacobs, Chair, Nations! Exscutive Council; Edward E. Etson, Chair, Board of Trustaes
) Ira Silvarman, Executive Vica-President
Office, 2027 M, Ave., N.W,, Washington OC 20036 « larael hq.: PO, Box 1538, Jerusalem W10, Israel
South America hq. (temporary office) 169 E. 50 St, Naw York, NY 10022-2046
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Jews and
Vatican
Officials To
Convene on

Anti-Semitism

BY SUSAN BIRNBAUM

NEW YORK (JTA) — Jews
and Catholics will gather at a
conference in February to ex-
amine the Christian roots of
anti-Semitism, according lo
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum.
chairman of the International
Jewish Committee for Inter-.
faith Consullations. *

The conference is expec-
ted to initiate work on a
Vatican document that would,

'challenge Cathohc leachmgs;

; wurldmde The conclave.

_“scheduled ‘to-1ake place, Feb.,.
20-24 in Zurich.is expected to.

be the first of several meet-
ings that will discuss the de-
‘velopment of Christian think-
ing from early days to present
" limes, including how it:bears

on anti-Semilism and ils rela- . |

{ion to the Holocaust. -

" The conference is an out-
growth of a-meeting held in
Miami on Sept. 11. 1987, be-
tween Pope John Paul 11 and

. 206 Jewish leaders. Soon
after. a joint Jewish-Vatican
conference to explore the
roots of Christian anti-Semit-
ism was approved by the
pope.

The conference is condi-

tional on the removal of a Car-
melite convent al Auschwilz
to a center away from the
Auschwilz grounds. . _ .
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‘CUSTOM TAILORS
ALTERATIONS
& DRY CLEANING HONEY A. MANSON
461-9026

REALTOR-ASSOCIATE -
Member of the Multi-Million Dollar Club
57 Monroe Ave. Pittsford,

BARN BAZAAR
2851 Clover Street
Pittsford, N.Y. 14534

Sat. 8 AM-5 PM

Rick Leisure Reallors

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
The Jewish Ledger
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B'NAI BRITH'S ™|
LONG TERM
CARE
INSURANCE

B All levels of nursing B Up to $80 in daily

home care benefits while you're in
® Generous home health 'horsing houss

care benefit B Choice of 2 or 4 year
B Guaranteed rehewable plans

For more information-tontact: Undersritten By:

Jelterson A. Webster .. g MGNY

1600 First Federal Plaza . & DB.hai :
Rochester, NY 14614

325-1670
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LENNOX

Call today for early
- season heating
service & installation.

2erg % Financing to fuealified Purchasers
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dave feldman
HEATINGeCOOLING

173411624 HOUR SERVICE






