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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITIEE 
ON INTERRELJOJOUS CONSULTATIONS 

Date: January 3. 1988 

To: IJCIC MEMBER AGENCIES 

From: Rabb1 Marc H. Tanenbaum, Chairman 

Re: ~EXT· IJCIC MEETING, FRIDAY, JANUARY 6, 9:30 A.M., AT SCA 

I apo1ogfze ilnc~rely to each of you who were inconvenienced by 
my last-minute Inability to attend the scheduled IJCIC meeting 
on Dec. 29, at 3 p.m. I had gotten eaught up in presiding at 
the tragic funeral of a 92-year-old man, father of an AJC col­
league. Originally, the funeral was planned for 11 a.m., and 
even with my going to the cemetery I was sure that I would be 
back Jn time for the 3 p.m. meeting. Unfortunately, at the 
last minute the family found it necessary to change the time to 
1 p.m., and by the time I finished presiding at the burial at the 
cemetery, It became Impossible for me to keep my commitment to 
you. When this beeame apparent, I did ask my seeretary to con­
tact each of you who indicated you were coming to the meeting 
and explain the reason& for the cancellation. 

In any case, a number of important Issues remain before us, and 
I have therefore scheduled a meeting forrthls Friday morning, 
January 6, at ~:30 a.m. at SCA. Telephone calls have · indi~ated 
that that would be a viable time for key IJCIC agency representa• -
tives. 

Among the Issues we need to consider: 

1) Carainai Willebran~s' letter to~ of Dec. 28th proposing a 
postponement of the Feb. 20-24 consultation on antl•Semlttsm In 
Zurich. A copy of hts letter Is enclosed. 

: 
2) M~ .. Theo KleJnis note and statement regarding the Dee. 20th 
meeting wtth the four cardinals In Parts. · . .. -. ~- ;.. . 

3) Analysis and evaluation of the effort to remove the Car~et·h~ ':> ./ 
convent at AushcwJtz and exploration of addi tlonal ways of b~l.n9;.; .:-: -- · 
Ing about the desired result. 

J 1 ook forward to seeing· v·ouion Fr 1 day mc:frn Ing. 

MHT:RPR 
' 
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13th session of the lntern~tional L1aiosn Coruroittee 

l. Main topics 
"Historical and religious dimensions of llnt:i.-emiu .... , in relation to th• Shooh". 

) 

2. riacaa 

Zurich, Jewish Community Centre, Lavaterstrassa. 

40 sinale rooms have been bookad at Hotel Enge~~tthof, which is around the 
curner, at the ~pecial rate o! srr. ao.- per T.oom·and per day. 

3, Far.ticipation: 

The Catholic aide envisag&a 20 participants (Wtl.lebrand11, Duprey, P'u1ugalli, 
the Archbithop of Panama, Bi•hop Mahon, Eugene Fisher, Marcel Duhoia and 
Bernard Dupuy, as consultore, rlus th• speok•re _and expe~ts (from Germany. 
Aul:ltria, Poland etc ••• ) the liet of which is not yet to be made puhU.c. 
Their 5peaker1 will include Dujardla, Caze11es, Morley an~ possibly ~ne 
other historian ( the name of l'lnnnery waA 11ugge•~ed). · 

(iumagalli •trungly recommended that Prof. · Lev~naa be invited as one of the 
J•whh participants). DI Jv.. €-~510 rJ> 

H'- '-!>f Q.. ~t..1 G ~ ~ ,--rec<~r ·,-.r cf lf>\.VT' ,..5 t.s: lfo!f-f-f 
4. Tentative agenda: 

- Arrival to ~ur1cb: Monday, 20 ¥ebruary J989 
Meeting or each of the two groupa. 

- 'J'uesday. 21 February 1989 µ (~) 
9 d b q- '1- ~ . .J- .O.,__.\oi:-(rJf"i"o a.m. Intro uc:tion•: Wille rand111 & • • • ..... "'-"--c..-1''' , . 

'\ µ - ID:.: - .... T-!l.. N 
History of Christian antisemitism; - 'ZO ~irv----' \!"'' ..... 
- Prof. IS. Blumenkrant:& (?) f O - IO- ~-
-Prof. Fr4ntis~k Craue, ~rofoseoT of ~edieval hiMtory.~~cr 

University of Uasle . lo- -1~ '"""' 

- CathoU.c pap•r (?) . I W' ~ .- . ~~ 5:l i>c .... i.r.-. 

J~unch in common ac the reetaurant Shalom L~~ 
(in the co111m:un1ty c~ntre) r~~ -~ 

12:30 

2.--i.~ - ~~ ~~'-) 
2 p.m. D1.acussion '2~ :.~~ ~ (~) 

- W•dnesday, 22 P'ebruary 1989 ~ • 3'!£ - 3..- \>""--· -- 3? - S--!E. (',"""· - \) ,-.r~ 
Hi9torical f eaturaa of the Shoah 
-:::-Prof. R. H1116erg (to 6e appraacfied at once) . 
- Prof. Saul Friedlnnder, UCl.A/Tel-Aviv Univ~rsitica 

40 I 

10 .:.. 1 0 ~ - F. Dujardin S'!! i~· _ /~ t £-~ Soc ifrL... 
- Motley 

12:30 

2 p.m. 

9 p.m. 

Lunch 

J):!scussl.on (including on the paper or Graham, circulated buc 
not read t leaponee b~ Dt. Gerhart M. R!egner) 
Religious ref lectioua on the Shoah 
- Prof. CazelleA 
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1969-11-16 

- Thu~sday. 23 February 1989 

9 a.m. 

12130 

2 p.m. 

Jewiah pApor on Religious reflections on the Shoah 
(llabbi Albert Yriedlander (7)) 
Di•cu•aioi\ 

Luucb 

!xchana• of 1nfor.ma.tiont 

a) Contemporar1 antiaemltism. aacism. Other discriminations. 

9 P••• 

Po11ible cooperatio~. 

b) Report• on the implementation of the J paict• of the common 
pro1ram e•tablished in Rome, October ~~85. Follow-up. 

c) ~ecent developments in P.astern Europe~ 

Drafting Committee 

- Friday. 24 February 1989 
9 a.m. Adoption of a possible statement 

Conclud.olls. 

. .. ·· 
. . . : ..• : 

') ,• . ' .. 

' • . . .. 

:~ ~- ·~ ........... ·. ~ .... ~ _· 
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To: Pro~. Leon A. Yaldmaa 

"ONOON WtY 70>C 7900• PARIB 
,,, "4jtf4Tl'OHD B'TRIET 70,AV. c .......... tL.vataa 
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S pases 

.JBA\18A&.aM 
,. , o. •. • ~ ~ s 
'' "O't&Ntlllt• 6'•~£t 
Tlll.IPH.0111•6·8111" 

Caneva, 16th Novembar 1988 

Please nlso note and sh.a~e vith All others tho.t it has been decided 

not, repent not, to give advance publicity tP next ILC meeting. This ia the 

reason why Zurich woe cbosen iis a site. This 11\eeting 1111 going to be an 

important ~nd seriou~ one a~d we don't want to jeopardize it by undue 

exposure, 

l~gards, 
Halp6t1n 

· I 
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]11terrcligio11s eo11s11/tat{o11s 

February 26, 1988 

M E M 0 R A N D U M 

TO: Members of IJCIC 

We are bringing to your attention the following agenda 
items as the date of the IJCIC-WCC Consultation May 8-12, 1988 
is rapidly approaching. · 

Please refer to the minut~s of the IJCIC-WCC Liaison 
and Planning Committee of May 1987, in New York, as a 
background. 

We are in contact with the Rev. Allan R. Brockway 
(WCC, Geneva}, who is presently in this country, as well as 
with both Or. G. M. Riegner and Prof. Jean Halperin (Geneva}. 

I We are enclosing the proposed program for the 
May 8-12 consultation in Geneva. 

II The fol lowing is a· summary of the latest exchange 
with Prof. Halperin: 

A) -For the open~ng presentation we need .a keynote 
paper on Jewish understanding of Tikkun Olam -- human responsi­
bility and commitment in this world. . . . 

The following names have been put forward: 
. (i} Dr. Benjamin !sh-Shalom, who teaches 

"Mahshavah Yehudit" at· the Hebrew University and wrote a 
doctoral dissertation on Rav Kook. He is reputed to be 
very articulate and would probably set the right tone. 

or (ii) Prof. Claude Riveline, who teaches economics 
and business ad~inistrat~on at the Ecole des Mines in Paris 
and has a thorough Jewish background and knowledge. He is 
also on the preparatory committee of the Colloques dir~cted ­
by Prof. Jean Halperin. 



.. •. 

B) The pape~ on Social Justice has already been assigned to 
Mrs. Penina Herzog (who will be in any case in Geneva at taht time to 
attend t~e World Health Assembly). She is in charge of foreign relations 
at the Israel Mini~try of Health and is very active in the International 
Council of Jewish Women. 

C) For the session on Economic Justice. we need an economist from 
the U.S . with a good Jewish background, who is able to present a paper on 
Jewish ethics and the furtherance of economic progress . 

O) For the panei on "Justice in the Middle East" (in addition 
to two Israelis -- one Jew and one Christian Arab), we need one Jewish 
and one Christian paper from out~ide Israel. 

This subject which is becoming more difficult every hour, 
and even more unavoidable in the present circumstances, we need two Jewish 
participants -- one from Israel and one form the Diaspora. 

The following names have been suggested: 

(i) Yehezkel Laudau, a graduate of Harvard, who is 
information secretary of Oz ve-shalom ( Religious Zionists for Strength 
.and Peace, an orthodox Jewish movement in Israel). 

or (ii) Dr.· Michael Rosenak of the Hebrew University. 

(iii) a second speaker(?). 

. E} We would welcome your reactions and suggestions at your 
earliest convenience. 

Europe: 
F) The following participants has indicated their attendance from 

Or. G.M. Riegner, Prof. Jean Halperin (Geneva}; · 
Dr . E.L. Ehrlich (Basel)~ Dr. G. Wigoder (Jerusalem); 
Rabbi Jordan Pearlson (Toronto); pqssi~ly· D.r Norman 
Solomon (Birmingham); Rabbi Jeremy Rosen (London) . 

It would be desirable to 1nclude also severa l additonal 
participants from Europe and Latin-America -- ten other participants from 
the Jewi ~h side .. 

Thnak you for your cooperation and ·continued interest. 

. ' 
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Sunday. 8 May 

IJCIC-YCC Consult.at.ion 

Gene"t"a -- &-lZ May :19&& 

-The Mendin1 of C::rcatioa.-
_ ..... 

·"' 

Arrival a.nd informal reception 

Monday. 9 Ma.v 
15.00 -- • TiJ:J-u.aOJ.uif (Jew) 

-Redemption of Cre~on· (0iristia11) 
19.30 -- Discussion 

Tuesday. IO M.a.y 
9.00 - 1he Quest for Social Justice" (2 pa.pers) 
11.00 -- Discussion 

1 <t.00 -- 'The Quest for Economic justice" (2 papers)- vJ 0 
( 

16.00 - Discussion 

1.9.30 -- Panel Discussion: ·justice iii. the Middle Iast" ( .f persons: 2 Israelis 
(one jeT &one Christian Arab) plus one Jev &one 
Christian from outside Israel) 

!! ednes:&y·. !! M~v . 
9.00 - ihe Earth is the Lord·s· - (2 paj>ers) 

11 .00 - Discussion 

H.00 -- General Discussion 

Evening -- Free foe dcafting. etc~ 

Thursday. 12 May ·. 

9.00 --concluding discussion: comm.on conc"er:ns and joint statement (if 
desired) 

End vith tuinch 
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Ch•:stior. Min:sr.y to~ .Jew!st-. ;:>e.:>p.!:.:..::le _ _ ~-------------17 

Allon R. Brockway 

The Rev. Allon R. Brockway. who Is Secretory of the Wood Council of 
Churches Consultation on the Church ond the.Jewish People (CCJP). 
offecs these reflections \With the understanding that they do· not neces­
sarily repcesent formolty token pC>Sttlons of either the Wood Council of 
Churches Of of the CCJP. 

'1' o the Jew F'nt .. is a welcome statement of the position of those OuUtians and churche5 
who are convinced that the Oturch has an evanszelistic mission to Jews and the Jewish 

people. It i..s, however. a position I do not hold- in fact. I find mos1 of the obiections to such 18 
a mission l!sted in the statement's introduction to be blbl.ica11y and theologically valid - ----
and in fairness I must state this at the outset 

A basic dif£culty r have with the statement lies in its failw-e to :ake seriously the immense 
amount or btblica1, historical, and theologkaJ scholarship that has transpired during the 
last fifty or so years. I have in.mind the work of such people as Moore, van Buren. Parks, 
Stendahl, Gager, Gaston, Pawlikowski, Osten-S.acken, and E. P. Sanders who have 
demonstrated convincingly, inter alia. that the picture of first-century Judaism found in 
the New Testament is inaccurate, that Paul's relationship to his people is complex, and 
that the messianic consciousness of Jesus cannot be taken for granted. 

· The statement is founded on two fundamental assertions: salvation is only to be found in 
Jesus the Messiah and it would, therefore, be discrimination against Jews to withhold the 
Gospel from them. Each of these has been seriously questioned by faithful °'!istians-

lt is debatable whether Jesus actually thought of himself as the Messiah. though it is 
certain that he was so con~ tJy t11S ronowers and by the Cll~ 1be title 
"Messiah" f0r Jesus, particularly in the form, .. Israel's Messiah." is simply-inaccurate. 
We in the.Chw:ch would do well to acknowledge that "Otri.st" has co~ to have a 
radically. ditf~t-meaning from "Messiah." It is one.thing to say that salvaoon comes 
through Jesus Chris/ and quite another to ~Y that it ~omes through""'~us. lor 
"Messiah" contains a complex of meanings - ranging from one anomted to be the 
leader of the people, such as an-·1sraelite king. to the one who 'Will usher in the 
messianic age. complete with justice, ~p)'. .. ~~~~~ !?". th~ :?tire_ ~orld -_which : . 
.AA~ ~ -"--- ..c....o. _, -.•. .., ... ~·.:iy aescra-ue.Jt:Su::. d11dliie eut:ct 01 .us~cb'y. It as past 
time for the Church actively to repent of its .usurpation of the title. honoring-insteod 
Jews· Wlderstanding of their own word. In "Christ" Olristians have .the precise title for 
the message of salvation. a title that is filled with theologkaJ significance far beyond 
what .. Messiah" signifies. Further. for us Christians to try to tell Jews who their Messiah 
is, is a presumption that belies our denials that ~ Olurch has taken the place of Israel 
in the economy of God. Let us preach the Christ. and leave the Messiah to Jews. 

It is debatable whether Jesus actually thought of 
himself as the Messiah. 

'1'o the Jew F'U"St'' states cat~ tha~ ''God will never desert or divorce Israel and 
Teplace her with~ o-tcil". But thst categorical and theologically correct stalement is 
imme<fiat..Jy 1ouowed by quali6cation.s that deny it, defining Israel in terms that limit the 
people God choee to thOse who beJieve·in Jesus: "F'U'St, part of Israel has aJways ~in 
.Jestu ... Presumably, it is this part of Israel that God will not desert. What about the vast 

·majority. the Jewish people itself? And then, '"Secondly, God has not abandoned the 
branches that have been cut off. He has the power to ~aft them in again. This means that 
God leads and preserves these, His own people, m a special way. They have nol lost their 
uniqu~ place in God's plan of salvation." Apparently, since "Israel has a 'natural" right to 
salvaoon due to God's promises." God's faithfulness to Israel amounts to His desire that 
Jeo.vs be grafted bade in on Ovistian terms. 

' 

t 
! 

--~· 1 

·. ·. 



Chris1ion Ministry to the Jev.i!sh People 

The theology t;,.~ ~c. ... ·~ q1.:=::·_o,;......- ;.., a dire('t denial or the assertion that God has not 
:-:::j~ed Israel in favor of the Church. It assumes L~•at t!~ "true" remnant of lsrael has 
ac~epted Jesus as Messiah and that it is through this remnant that contbuity with the 
original people of Israel is maintained. Thus the Omrch becomes the "new lsrae_I" ( ~1te 
the statement's denial) by virtue of those .Jews who have accepted Jesus as their Messa ah, 
and rabbinic Judaism (that is to say the contemporary Jewish people) is left out and 
therefore is a legitimate target for Ouistian evangelization. "lsrael" is thus radically 
redefined a redefinition that contravenes the most fundamental premise of interreligious 
dia..logue ~ that partners must be allowed to definE' thcrnselves in their own tenns. nus 

. theology appears, to me at least. to be an o."tremely serious distortion of what must have 
· · been Paul's meaning when he used the iinase of the.wild olive branches. 

The statement denies that .. an uncon<ltionaJ acceptance of rabbinic tradition (can) be 
considered. -~ r.tbbihic Judaism appears to be a principal target. indeed opponent. 
of the mes.si.ank mission. Whereas Jews who accept Messiah Jesus are called to remain 
Jews and to be accepted as such. the statement seems to insist that they must reject 
rabbinic Ju~ in favor oe • twe of second-temple Judaism that does not exist today. But 
certainly they cannot remain within OlhbirUc Judaism (the only kind of Judaism that now 
exists, though in various contemporary forms). ~(and OuistianS) today are not in the 
same situation as were those of Jesus and Paul's time. Too ffillcb ~ater has passed beneath 
the hiStoricaJ bridge for them to ~ome first-century Jews, as though rabbinic Judaism did 
not now exist as normative. · 

.. Rabbinic Judaism appears to .be a principal target, 
Indeed. opponent. of the messianic mission . 

.... ~ .. ~-

The authors of the S'tatemcnt deny that "mission to the Jews. if successful. would mean the 
end o1 the Jewish·peopte." But the document a.s ·a 'whole seems to suggest just that. as. for 
instance, in the sentence from f.phesians that is quoted with approval: .. OlriSt i:i to 
'reconcile us both (Jews and Gentiles) to God in one body through the~. thereby 
bringing the hostility to an end"" (emphasis added). The clear implication is that the 
.. recor.ciliation" can take place only when Jews become Oui.stian. which today means that 
they stop being Jews. 

While originally the Ouistim:i movement was largely composed of Jews who rem::h :xi 
faithfu] to Torah, it ~an be argued that the spread of~ through the Ger.tile 
world and the final aeparation ol the Cllurch &om the .Jewish people was due precisely 
to Gentile Ovistians telling· JewiSh Ovistians they ileed no longer be obecient to Torah. 
In the end it became clear that no Jew could. become a Ovistian and remain a 
legitimate part or the Jewish people. No longer a Jewish sect. Ouistianity bece:.,.. ,.: a 
distinct and separate religion from Judaisin.. Thus, in tmns of the statemen,·· . , .. , .. 
historical analytis. it is today all but irnpc>6sible to comprehend how Jews couL' 
Jews while accepting .. Jesus. atoning death (as) their substitution for th 
offerings" instead of the solution adopted by rabbinic Judaism. Of course 



............... . 

20 l?es.,'.X>nses 

possible and even desirable ror Messianic Jews to identify with the Jewish people as 
people, but I would submit that the attempt to combine L'le religion Judaism with the 
religion Christianity can only produce a syncretism that is neither Judaism nor 
Olristianity. 

I would submit that the attempt to combine the religion 
Judaism with the religion Christianity can only produce 
a syncretism that is neither Judaism nor Christianity. 

The statement is. of course, correct when it reminds us that the ~· Testament and 
subsequent Ovistian theology understood that "keeping the Law (was) unnecessary for 
salvation." In (act, so far as salvation is concerned. Ouist and T~ are opposing 
concepts. As E. P. Sanders has demonstrated, for Paul the Law ~ not sufficient for ; · 
salvation, which was the only thing it lacked; there ~as no-thing VrTong With the Law, it just i 
did not do what Ouist did The statement notes that, for rabbink Judaism, "to live by the J 

.-·~ ... Law was less a means of atonement and salvation than a matter of loyal~ t-0 Israel and the · 
God of Israel." That was true not only for rabbiruc Judaism (after 7.0 CE) but also for 
Judaism during the time of Jesus and Paul. 

· . ..-.. 

; 

The Olristian understanding of .. salvation" was no less alien to Jews of the first century j 
than it is to Jews today. 1'o the Jew First" focuses on belief in Jesus as the Messiah, I 
specifk;ally as the Messiah of Israel. It would seem that the~-~ ministry to J 
the Jewish people is to convince Jews lhat Jesus is the Messiah because.only by adherence : 
to th~t belier will-~ attain to salvation - but otherwise What "salvation" is for them is j 
left 'Without definition. 1 
An important question before us today (and a question that has been with the Church from ! 
the beginning) concerns what we.actually mean when we speak of "~.'!:ation." Once '.'Ve 
have become dear about that, we can sj:>eak about the way,s it is to be obtained (tha! is, the 
means of salvation). Although a sing1e brief statement of purpose cannot be expected to 
contain a complete theology, it would have been helpful if "To the Jev.- First" had been 
more specific about what the sa.tvation is which its authors actually offer. What does 
-Messiah Jesus" offer that "all people need'! Specifically, what does the salvation 
available only through Messiah Jesus ha\.e to offer Jews? 

The statement is correct to use "Gentile·· to mean "non-Jew" and to reject the pejorative 
significance the word has accumulated in some Israeli and other Middle Eastern Ch;ristian 
circles. Christianity is a Gentile religk>n, but it is. a Gentile religion that offers obedience to 
the God of Israel. In that respect it is different from all other Gentile religions. But that 
Ouistianity should offer its special way of obedience to the C.00 of Israe l to Israel as the 
only way is so preposterous as to be beyond theological justification. 

1'o -the Jew rnt" commendably renounces antisemitism. Everybody renounces anti· 
semitism, though usually for general hurrwt ethical reasons, not theologkaJ reasons. In 
this day and age, prejudke of all kinds and its related action (antisemitism incJuded) is 
decried by modem societies. But this statement. unfortunately, does not go beyond that; it 
does not provide a theological reason for opposi~n to an~mitism Instead. it offers a 

· ·~~ 
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rationale for opposition to (rabbinical) Judaism that leaves open the theoretical possibility 
of antisemitism: if the Gospel is the only way to salvation, then Jews must 'be convinced of 
that. But what if they are not convinced? We Christians still lo~ them for: the sake of the 
promises, a position that was held by the early Chlll"Ch fath~ and maintained by their 
descen~ts through the centwies. But who wants to be loved for the sake of ones 
fathers? Everyone wants, and needs, to be res~ed for themselves. Today·s Jews -
today's Jewish people - demand, and have every right to demand. more than that, far 
more than that They have the right - and we Ouistians owe it to ourselves - to be fully 
respected for what they can tell us about the God of those same fathers. After all, we have 
dared to worship the God whom we l!ave come to know and love through the Jewish 
people. How can we have the audacity to declare that those same Jewish people can only 
worship their own God ii they do it in our way? 

But the statement is not about worship of God; it is about salvation and the convktion that 
there is no ·salvation ·apart from belief in Messiah Jesus. But the two cannot be kept 
separate. "To the Jew F'irst" ob~ that .. confession of the deity of Jesus is also found 
with. the earliest Olristian Jews. both within and subsequent to the New Testament. .. That 
is true. But the deity of Jesus in the Q).ristian confession does not neg~te the deity of the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob worshipped by Jews through obedience to Torah. It is 
this God ~o saves. It is this God whom Ouistians know through Jesus Ouist. And it is this 
God whom Jews k:n<>w through covenant and~ by obedience to Torah. I am convinced 
that the Olristian attempt to cause Jews to believe that Jesus is their Messiah is 
tantamount foa declaration that deified Messiah Jesus is a diffettnt God from that 
worshipped by Jews. 

.;:- .,.t""" 

JevJS sh0uld be the last people to whom Christians 
should direct their evangelistic mission . 

Christians are called to testify to what God through Jesus Ovist has done for them, and to 
~thereby.that the same is a posstDility for others. But. far from being first. Jews 
should be the last people to whom Ovistians should ~·their evangelistic mission. We 
should never lose sight of the genuine possibility that Jews ~y know at least as much 
about the God fi?'st revealed to them as -we do. and be as closety related to ffim as we are. 
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Yehezkel Landau 

Yehezkel Landau is Information Secretary fOl OZ veSHALOM. Religious 
Zionists fcx Stre~ and Peace. on Orthodox Jewish ~ment located 
in Jerusalem. · -

. . 
I have been asked by the editor'$ of M/SHKAJl.to .write a response to the policy statement of 1 
the ~an Missiot:l to Israel (DNI), entitled "To the Jew rnt". I hesitated for a long "j" 
time before consenting. My initial reaction was to clsmiss the whole matter as not worthy ,

1

• . 

of-conunenl But as r Weighed the issues more reflectively, t c0ncluded that there was too ' 
much at.state to sirnpJy let thE: invitation go by. And When r learned that no other Jew had ! 
ac_cept~ the offer, J felt it was essential that the editors, sponsors, and readers of MlSHXAlt/ 
heafllftom· a f aithtul Jew why most Jews, here in lsrael and elsewhere, consider an 
widertaki.ng like MJSHKA "/to be the equivalent of a declaration of war against the Jewish 
people. · 

Christian "evangelism" towards Jews has left scars on 
our collective body and traumatic memories in our 
souls. 

Ouistian "evangelism" towards Jews is nothing new. It has a long and tragic history, which 
has left scars on our collective body and traumatic memories in our souJs. 'This legacy of 
forced conversions, and of violence against those who would not submit, is the primary 
obstacle in the way of "normalized" relations between Jews and Ouistians. We are. thank 
God. way beyon_d the ase of disputations and apologetics. The power of the Cburch has 
waned. and there is now a reborn Jewish state in oon. No seU;-especting Jew will today 
engage in theological debate With Otnstiall5 who avow, as the ONJ does, to woo him away 
ram the Covenant ot 1srae1 and baptize him into the Body of Ouist. MY intent tiere is not to 
lrJ'le the truth or menu of Judaism compared to Ouistianity. Rather, I lee.I it ray obligation . . 
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to insist. in~ name of my people, that you leave us aJone to define for ourselves, in our 
homeland. what our own tradition means to us. 
One of the positive signs of this post-Holocaust era is the growing number of Ouistian 
theologian..s who repudiate the "teacrung or contempt" whihch chai-acterized Ou-istianity 
for centuries. In the shadow or Auschwiu. the debate over the proper interpretation of 
scripture and tradition is now an internal Christian one. Withi'n this debate, the Norwegian 
Mission, together with the editors of MJSHXAN. have made their position clear. They reject 
this new spirit in the churches and reaffirm the classical understanding of the "claims of 
the Gospel upon Israel." Any moral claims v.rhich the Gospel, or human history and 
conscience. may have upon them as Christians are evidently brushed aside in an 
unabashed reiteration of Ovistian exclusionism. 

; 

Any moral claims which the Gospel may hove upon 
them as Christians ore evidently brushed aside in an 
unabashed reiteration of Christian exclusionism. 

l I ' I 1 1 

Since it is "obvious" to the DNl that .. saJvation is found only through Jesus," it follows that 
•mission to Israel has.~ considered an otMot.is duty for the Olristian congregation." 
The direct historical rami.ficatiorls of this absolutistctaim are, apparently, less obvious to 
the Norwegian Mission. The DNI would argue that it was those malicious pseudo­
Ouistians who, time and again, betrayed the true meaning of the Gospel in persecuting 
Jews. Jt..s .statement condemns .. ecclesiastical and popular anti-Semitism .. and inveighs 
against "a triwnphal ·arrogance·on the part of the Omrch". But no connection is made 
between these "wrong. harmful ~d dangerous .. attnbutes and the ardent attempt by that 
same Cburch to convert Jews. 'The Olurch 's historical guilt is plain to see.". the ~tatement 
acknowledges, bu the DNI declares that the Olurch must continue "to preach the gospel 
to the Jewisti peopie and to incorporate those Jews who accept Ovist as their SavioT into 
the body of Cui.st through baptism." Wrth this goal, the DNI operates in the state or Israel 
and supports financially such ~ctivities as MISHXAN. •Before explaining "'"hY this effort is 
seen by Jews as belligerent, no Jess than a military assault. I want to address what I 
con.sider to be the basic fallacy in the DNrs analysis. 

The DNI thinks it was the Oturch's arrogance or triumphalistic behavior that caused the 
Jews to reject Ou-istianity "as being wr.Jewish or even anti-Jewish." The Church's failure 
with respect to the Jewish people is \.iewed by the ON! as a matter of poor public relations. 
of a cru~I image that betrayed the su~tance- for the Christian kerygma, in it..s own terms. 
must be powerfully persuasive if not cont.amlnated by coercion. The theological 
incompatibility between Ouistianity and Biblical-Rabbinic Judaism is not even entertained 
by the DNI as a possible reason for the Jewish .. No thank you!" In fact. the authors of 1'o 
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the Jew Flrsf' go to great lengths to deny this incompatfbtlity. For the Norwegian 
evangelists, it is perlectly reasonable and desirable for Jews to "practice" Jewish rituals 
and use the Hebrew language while entering the Christian fold through baptism. Since a 
Jewish-Oui.stian movement existed in the first century C.E., why nol tcxlay? So. together 
with the almost 2.000-year history of Ovistian anti-Judaism. the even longer tradition of 
Rabbink Judaism is brushed aside as irrelevant to the issue or what constitutes an 
authentic. fulfilled Jev."ish identity. It is axiomatic to the vast majority or Jews. even with a 
minimal grounding in Bible or Talmud, that a ''Qui.stian Jew" or a "Hebrew OviStian" is a 
contradiction in terms, a co"'.er for apostasy. Most or the DNI stalement aims at negating 
this contradiction. The definitions and oiteria presented are, naturally. Christian ones -
so the theological fallacy (denying the incompatibility of the two faiths) is compounded by 
the psychological presumption that Jews can be led to see. understand, and believe as 
Cluistians do. 

By trying to redefine Jewish spirituality occording to 
Christian criteria, and then importing this pseudo­
Jewishness into Israel. the Norwegian Mission has 
declared itself an enemy of the Jewish people. 

Nowtothecruxof thematter. inherent in theDNJ document, quite explicitly,isa threat to 
the integrity. the autonomy, and the secwity of the people of lsr ael. This threat is posed by 

· the fallacies I just descnbed, which are not merely errors iQ.theology or psychology. By 
trying to redefine Jewish spirituality according to Olrist:ian criteria, and then importing this 
pseudo-Jewishness into lsrael;·.the ~Mission has decl~lf'an enemy of the 
Jewish people. tr you think this reaction unduly harsh, consider this parallel: the PLO's .. ; 
famous, or infamous, National Covenant al5!0 defines Jewish identity in a self-serving way 
(i.e.., serving the Palestinian claim to all or Palestine). Article 20 of that manifesto states: 
"Claims of historical or religious ties of Jews with Palestine are incompatible with the facts 
of history and the true conception of what constitutes statehood Judaism, being a religion, 
is not an independent nationality ..... These assertions are patently false, and it is this 
distortion of the truth which underlies the PLO's war against the state and the people of · 
Israel. The general PaJ'estinian tendency to respect Judaism as a faith-tradition, while 
denigrating Zionism as a secular, colonialist movement with no religious foundation, has 
led the PLO to conceptually split the two dimensions of Je-W.sh identity. faith and 
covenanted peoplehood. nus is akin to divorcing the soul from the body. At the heart of 
oonism is the integral cormection between the land of Israel and th soul of the Jewish 
people. This connection rellects"the fact that Judaism has always been a conc:retizing. 
this-worldly discipline of faith, an orthopraxy that requires real. t~ble human bo<Des. 
Torah scrolls, candles. bread and wine. leather phylacteries. garments with fringes. 
mezuzot on our doorposts, and a land under our collective feet - a land to plow and to 
leave fallow every seven years, a land to sanctify by rWiteous living. a land which is the 
natural habit.al of the Jewish people within the DMne ecology of this worid. This "true 
conception of (Jewish) stalehood" the PLO cannot aee. or refuses to see. So we att at war 
with the PLO Wltil it revises ·its own exclu.sk>nist ~ of Jews and Judamn. 

·. 
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Now, I am a religious educator involveQ in the Israeli peace movemenl ln that capacity, 
and as a religious Zionist, J make it my business to reach out to Palestinians and to share 
with them the classical Je:Wish understanding of who we are, why we have swvived all 
attempts to assimilate or annihilate us. and why we have come home to Zion in this 
century. This is a difficult educational task.·and (·have no illusions about its prospects for 
success, especially given the tragic history of the Palestinians which has shaped their o~ 
collective consciousness. But I believe it is a religious obligation tot?)· to .. make of one's 
enemy a friend- (see ch. 23 of Avot de Rabbi Natan. the rnidrashic commentary on the 
Mishnaic tractate Pirkei Avot). 

In the same spirit, J appeai to the MJSHKA.I\'readership to try to appreciate why most Jews 
the world over will see in your "Jewish e\o.ngelism ··a threat to Jewish identityand survival 
as serious as the threal from those who take up arms against us. ln many ~-ays, the threat 
whiCh you pose is even more dangerous, since it is not a military one that mobilizes an 
i!lstinctive defensive response. Our Arab enemies have tried to invade our physical terrain 
in order to "de-lionize" it. You celebrate the Jewish homecoming to the Holy Land. but )'OU 

come here with no less aggressive intentions. Christian missionaries, or e\-angelists. /; 
operating in the state of Israel today are trying to invade the intimate spiritual terrain on 

It is on this sacred ground that you wish to plant your 
-Christian flag, even if it features a Star of Davi~. 

-~ ... . 
' I 

• I 
which a Jew meets God. It is on this sacred ground that you wish to plant:yout Ouistian I 

·-flag, even if it features a Staf"of David as a sign of our "chosenness'~ God's people. Our j 
peop!ehood. and our Zionist-expression of it. you would aifirm. But the spirituality that hM . 
a?ways gone together with this physicaj ...-essel You still reject, because we have rejected · 
the Messiah.ship of Jesus. So you split our soul fro~ our body. just as the.PLO does- and 
that is why you are not welcome here. Despite all the claims in the ~NJ.statement about j 
coming "with a new love and a new feeling of kinship with the Jewish people," this! 
professed love and kin.ship will be rejected - because they are conditional, hence: 
hypocritical. r suggest you direct all t,hat Christian .. love" elSewhere, in Ouistian eowttries 
where your hosts will not ace~ you of abusing their hospitality. . 
Lest I be misunderstood. let me declare unequivocally that I am a fervent advocate of 
pluralism and complete freedom of worship. The state of Israel is oying to live up to its 
self-assumed task of protecting the religious freedom of its non-Jewish minority 
communities. I applaud this commitment. 

I have nothing against Olristians, of all denominations, living and worshipping among us. 
Moreover, I am tolerant enough to accept Christians "'witnessing .. to the truth of the 
Gospel, even in public. This I recognize as an integral part of the Oui.stian calling, or the 
.. Great Commi.s.sion, .. as the ON! tenns it. But the DNJ and MISHXAN do not content 
themselves with this· agenda They~ to redefine Jewishness for us, and this constitutes 
an attack on pluralism as well as on Judaism. The DNJ declares its objective tc be the 
establi6hment in Israel of .. congregations which predominantly consist of Ouistian Jews. It 
is only natural that such. believers have Hebrew as thm main language. and that they 

I 
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integrate into their worship, services and holidays those elements of the Jewish traditions 
(sic) which they find appropriate." 

It so happens that what is "natural" to the DNI is unnatural to the average Jew, "''ho knows 
that baptism and Jewish faithfulness art' antithetical; "''ho knows that Hebrew is not just 
another language; who knows that the "worship, se.r..ices and holidays" of the Jev.ish 
peoplt are not quaint folk customs or purely ritual behaviors that can be transferred over 
to a Christian ~etting as though they were gastronomic or esthetic preferences. These 
Jewish practices. from the liturgical use of Hebrew to the k.iddus.h benediction chanted 
over the ~ine at a Shobbat or festival meal, are integral, inviolable expressions of the 
covenantaJ bond between the one God of all Creation and the people of Israel. If you rip 
these elements out of their sacred. revealed context, you are committing two grave sins. 
Fust of all.you are committing a transgression that is tantamount to "spiritual plagiarism." 
Even worse, you are progagating a collosaJ fraud on the potential "customers"who may be 
shopping for some religious meaning and may be tempted to buy this hybrid product 
called ··Quistian Judaism". In Jewish terms, it is theological slio 'atnez, a "gannent" woven 
of irreconcilable materials (like wool and linen. cf. Leviticus 19:19, Deuteronomy 22:11). 

I 
' ' 

You split our soul from our body, just as the PLO does -
and that-is why you ore not welcome here. 
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No one can prevent an individual, or a whole congregation. from defining him/ themselves 
as ··01.~tian Jews". But they, and you, must recognize that the overwhelming majority of 
Jews. rooted in our tradition. will reject this definition (witness the famous Brother Daniel 
case he.re some years ago).• We live in the twentieth century. not the first (Tq the PLO. I 
would say: we are living in 1987, not 194 7, so let's face reality as it is.) "Confession of the 
deity of Jesus" or of·his saving power to atone for sin and overcome death - this is. 
normative Jewish terms, apostasy plain and ·simple. The Olurch's Christ - within a 
trinitarian theology. soteriology, and eschatology - is no/ ide'ritical with the Jewish 
political-historical Messiah. Baptism into a Ovi.stian fellowship means leaving the 
covenanted community of Abraham. even though one's mother is still JMsh and one's 
foreskin is still gone. Only in this technical. halakhic sense does this Christian 
.. believer" remain a Jew - to be welcomed back ii she/ he repents and returns. 

These various confessional and behavioral commitments are too precious to either faith 
community to be syncretistically blended together Wlder the heading of .. Hebrew 
Ovistianity ... 

Affirming also entails renouncing- such is the reality in either direction. One can't have it 
ooth ways, unless one creates a new religion altogether. or another limb growing on the 

"'Ecltorial Note: Brother Daniel is a Polish Je¥I (active during 'WWII in the anti-Nazi resistance) whose 
dlort5 led to the rescue ol .ppr-oltiln&tdy 150 Jews in the MU ·area. He.later took shelter from the Gestapo in 
a Cartnel.ite Mooutery aod c.ame to emlncc tha! taith. Alter 1948 ~ ~ to llr~l and 50Uih1 residency 
wder the Law of ~. u. a Jew. The Supreme Court rejected his -wlication, thougt1 admittina that 
Brother Daniel is still a Jew acconlng to Rabbinic law. On. this is.sue, therefore, the Law of Return~ to 
deper't from Rabbinic taw. 8rotheF Daniel WU sub5equently ~ted permanent ~ in l8raeJ and 
raldea at the Cannellte Moautery in 1-Wa. 

·-··_.::::_·· ·· - ~· .. -r··· 
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Body of Ovist that may look anatomic alt)· Jewish (being circumcLc;ed in infancy) but, in 
tenns of Jewish spirituality, is an offensive m.i,sappropriation of the yarmulke, or the ta/Ii( 
(prayer shawl), or the tefilin (phylacteries) which adorn that bOdy (as suggested by the 
figure on the cover of MISHXAN). 

History and tradition engender loyalties to an understanding of God and to a community 
that shares that understanding. ln the Jewish or the Christian context. the test of one's ; 
lo}:alt)· may lie in whether one observes Yorn Kippur or Easter as the Day of Atonement. It 
boggles the mind. and the confessing heart, to imaging embracing bo~ for these are two 
distinct paradigms of atonement, which cannot be combined. One has to choose. and no 
theological reconstruction will succeed in squaring the circle. 

I \ I 

Only one generation after the Holocaust, you have the 
audacity to come here and shamelessly intrude into our 
internal wrestlings over the meaning of Jewish identity, 
contJnuity, and destiny. 

/\ 

This choice is for each individual to make Whatever .. Great Commission .. you feel you 
have received, you have no buSiness or right mixing in to tip the scales ooe way or the 
other. M1SHKAN. supported by the DNl. is a particularly noxious attempt to inteniene in 
this private, existential process because the joumcil appears with a .Jerusalem address and 
under th-e aegis of the United Ouistian Council in Israel. Only one generation after the 
Holocaust,_you have the audacity to come here and shamelessly intrude into our internal 

1 , wrestlings. over the meaning of Jewish identity, continuity. and destiny. In the same issue of ; j 
MISHXAN which featured the Norwegian Mission statement, Jan Rantrud, the lmmanuel 
Lutherai1 Church pastor in Jalf a. prises the DNt document for "break(ing) new ground iii I 
the Lutheran context." Why? Because "a distinct Jewish iden~!)"' is acknowledged and . 
encouraged - Wllike classicaJ Ouistian doctrine - but the distin¢veness is defined by ~ 
Olristian claims and expectations. Rantrud Writes: "A definition ·of ·Jewish identity is as 
tm<::ertain as is the whole question 'Who is a Jew' ... perhaps only Hebrew Ouistianity in · · 
l.sTael will develop a true Israeli Jewish identity. Rabbinic Judaism cannot" This is 
presumptuous and perverse-a Christian decicting that he, and not the Jewish sages. is the : 
arbiter of "true" Jewishness, and that only his tiny minority of Hebrew Christians are Jewish : 
"believers··. I wonder how Pastor Rantrud would feel il I derogated the OlUrch Fathers and I 
Martin Luther in a similar way. or i.f I proclaimed that on_ly a radical refo nutation of , 
Christian tradition could attract the masses of estranged, nominal Ovisnans back to I 
church. I strongly suggest that. instead of working to establish congregations of "ChriStian 
Jews" in Israel. the DNI and the MISHKANstalt direct their educational energies to wooing 
back all those disenchanted Ouis~ who do not belong to any ~ation or 
fellowship. ln other words, "to the Christian firsr! But this requires a greater measure of I 
prophetic self<rjticism than the MJ.sHXAN fellowship seems prepared to engage in . . : 

. Perhaps some helpful guidance can be provided by Bishop Krister Stendahl. no less 
Lutheran or Scancinaviail than the DNl members. (Bishop Stendahl. now back in 
Stockholm, happens to be the teacher with whom I studied New Testament at Harvard. 
OMruty School. and we renlain good friends.) ln his book Paul Among Jews and Gentiles 
(pp. 32-33), he offers this UJldel:standing of the Ouistian witness caned for today: 

..,..__. 
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A prophetic coTTective to too much certainty and a. sign of the need for 
repentance take precedence ooer any joyful assurance that God's coming in 
final judgment will be vindication. Such a prophetic correctiue runs through the 
Bible and nou· seems particularly appropriate in our time of injustice and in 
our situation when we often need to be prodded by a prophetic voice out of 
complacency. •· 

/ 

You ore attacking not just Judaism and pluralism; you 
are also undermining oil the blessed work in the field of 
Jewish-Christian relations since the Second Wor1d War. 

Having tried to explain why Jews will feel offended and threatened by the DNI p0licy. and 
by MlSHKAN &;S one of its vehicles, I will end this appeal on another note, no less serious 
but, hopefully, more positive. You are attacking ·not just Judaism and pluralism: you are 
also undermining all the blessed work in the field of_~ relations since the 
Second World War. Ovi.stians who have taken the Holocaust and the rebirth or fsraeJ as a 
nation-state to heart. as goads to theological rethinking and repentance, have dedicated 
themselves, alongside hopeful Jews, to the sacred task of forging a new relationship 
between our faith communities. You are jeopardizing the continued succ~ of this 
endeavor, and you have no right to do so. I call on you, also in the name of those: Christian 
allies (if~ will permit me), to desist from your "Jewish eva.rigelism .. and to join our 
multilateral explorations of faith. 1l>e discoveries are exciting, sometimes painful. always 
challenging. They demand disciplined silence and the ability to listen without judging, to 
accept the other's integrity even when one disagrees with the theology. I! you can accept 
this invitation, then by all means stay here and take part. U you cannot, because such a 
pluralistic stance conflicts with yoUr Ou'istian identity and calling, th~ take that calling 
back to Norway, or wherever, and let us live in peace. We will be jomed and slipported by 
genuine friends, whose love &s demonstrated in the kind of v.itness that entails sacrifice. 
not vindication. 

Jomes Prosch 

Eld~r of "Seit Tfilo" congregation. Haifa. 

The title of the statement. "To the Jew FtrSt" is a scriptural phrase that is subject to various 
tmdenrtandings. DNl's ~of the tmn should be more concisely defined.. For instance, 
there are those who maintain that Jewish evangelism should be giverl & priority in the 
Church's mission strategy. <>then maintain that it simply means that the Gospel is "to the 
Jew first" in historical terms. My OW!\ view is that the Gospel relnains 'b the Jew· first" 
because of the covenanta.I relationship. in terms of evangelistic strategy. Jesus· command 
ltill stand&. We are to carry the gospel from Jerusalem to JiJde.a, to Samaria and only then 
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to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). The prophecies of !saiah (2:3) and Micah ( 4:2) have 
been fulfilled in the apostolic Oiurch, so that Rom. 1: 16 is not a divine command for the 
body or Messiah, forcing them to grve priority to preaching the Gospel to the· JeoNish 
people. The time will come when God will again turn back to lsrael. but the Gospel is 
always "to the Jew first .. from the aSpect of covenant. 

Secondly. the So""'egian Mission to lsra~l is portrayed in the statement as a para<hurch 
organization, not a church or a denomination. However unintentional, this misrepresents 

· · the reality. DNI is an outreach of the. Lutheran Church. I personally favor DNJ-type 
stru~ because I see them to t;>e more scriptural, but one is not the other. The 
No~egian Mission to Israel is at least very close to being a church and the prologue ought 
to convey this reality. 

llllrdly. it seems to me that a document of this type Should attempt to deal with Jewish as 
well as Oiristian arguments against Jewish evangelism. The statement answers Christian 
objections from the N.T. Standard Jewish objections ought to have been addressed from 
the Tenach as ...,ell. In section 0 - 'The Cllurch and tsrael", for instance. one might add a 
tew sentences dealing with O.T. prosefytism and its soiptural basis (Gen.- 17:23; Gen. 34: IS; 
Ex. 12:48; Ruth l: 16), indkating the connection between the N.T. miS.Sionary mandate and 
the divine plan of universal ~inption (Isa. 11:10; Isa. 42:1, 6; Isa. 56:6-8; Isa. 63:16; Isa. 
65: 1, 13-15; Mic. 4:2). The teaching of Romans 11 shouTd also been briefly illustrated from 
theO.T. 

Fourth. in Ill. tl)e docwnent draws a correct diStinction between bblic.al and rabbinic· 
Judaism. It then goes on to pi-esent Christianity and .rabbinic Judaism as sister religions, 
daughters of pre-70 AD. Judaism. Theologically and historically the ~ is lar too 
complicated to be sta~ed ih such concise tenns: the N.T. makes it clear that Cluistianityin 
its initial apostolic form was true Judaism fulfilled in Y eshua. and as such is very much the 
daughter of the Torah. However, there are many reasons 'Why it should not be considered 
the sister ot Rabbinic Judaism. Fwthermore, the statement centres on the schism between 
btblical and non-btbl!cal Judaism, yet falls to make a sirrillar contrast between bt'blkai and 
non-bt"blica! Christiaruty. 

Furthermore, the statement centres on the schism 
between biblical and non-biblical Judaism, yet fails to 
make a similar contrast between biblical and non­
biblicol Christianity. 

flfth. the statement adopts the classical Protestant view of Nicea. Yet in the section of ll.3. 
the document fails to take into account Jewish resistance to the concept of a suffering 
God-Man - a superlatively critical factor in the~ rejection of Yeshua as Messiah. 
This was not ordy a problem for Greeks; originally it was Vtty much a JeWish motivation for 
resistance to the Gospel. In that sense N"tcea represented a tendency to "de-apostolise" 
the Church by relegating its Jewish components to as obscure a comer as the times would 

. allow. 
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PONTIFICIA UNIVERSITA' GREGORIANA 
PROGRAMMA INTERFACOLTA' DI STUDI GIUDAICI 

CORSO INTERDISCIPLINARE 
LA CHIESA E LA RELIGIONE GIUDAICA 

Questioni di teologia e di storia della cultura 

25 ottobre 

8 novembre 

15 novembre 

22 novembre 

29 novembre 

6 dicembre 

13 dicembre 

20 dicembre 

10 gennaio 

. 17 gennaio 

24 gennaio 

Corso T01009 
i• semestre, 1988-1989 
martedi 10.30 - 12.15 

La genesi della Dichiarazione Conciliare "Nostra 
Aetate" (n.4)~ (Prof.Dr. Arij A.Roest Crollius) 

Nozioni fondamentali della religiosita ebraica. 
(Prof.Dr. Arij A. Roest Crollius) 

Introduzione alla religiosita ebraica. 
(Prof.Dr. Lea Sestieri-Scazzocchio, Professore di 
Ebraismo post-biblico nella Pontificia Universita 
S.Tommaso d'Aquino) 

Origini e temi della Kabbala. (Prof.Dr.Elio Toaff. 
Rabbino Capo della Comunita Israelitica di Roma) 

Feste ebraiche e liturgia ebraica. 
(Prof.Dr.Lea Sestieri-Scazzocchio) 

Natura e funzione del Talmud. (Rabbino Dr. Abramo 
A. Piattelli, Rabbino della Comunita Israelitica 
di Roma, Docente presso l'Istituto Superiore di 
Studi Ebraici, Roma) 

Il pensiero filosofico nel patrimonio culturale 
ebraico. (Prof.Dr. Nico Sprokel) 

Esempi di una lettura ebraica del Nuovo 
Tes tamento. (Rabbino Dr. Riccardo Di Segni, 
Docente presso l'Istituto Superiore du Studi 
Ebraici, Roma) 

Presentazione del S.I.D.l.C. (Service Interna­
tional de Documentation Judeo-Chretienne, Roma) 

L'eredita ebraica nella cultura cristiana e nella 
metodologia delle "scienze" moderne. 
(Prof.Dr . Gian Luigi Prato) 

"Ebrei e ebraismo nella predicazione e nella cate­
chesi della chiesa cattolica". 
(Prof.Dr. Arij A. Roest Crollius) 
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AMERIC AN s~c~ETARIAT: . 
S~.nag~g~e..,<;ounCil ~C·~~~riCJI 
J27·L-.c 1tin9 ton -Avenue 
New Yo rlr. . N .Y. \0016 

Tc •.: {2'"11 GS~-~70 

. . 
E UROPE AN s 'e c R E TARIA T: . 

Wo'1d .le wis h Congress 

. . 
. . . 

µue :to a variety of reasons,, including ·the .:onset. 'of ' the • 
s.ummer .vacation period and . several ·national and,;in.ter­
nationa.l meetings, it has been impossible. ·to .. '.sche4\1J.e . a 
conveni,nt meeting . date for the ·represe·ntative·s ·o·f our 

.. constituent agencies'. . ... 
.. . .. ' ·- ... - .. -. . . : \ . 

However, it is of utmost important that we holJi .. an IJCIC 
~eet.ing as soon as possible. . - i , · .:, ~ . " ;·nuc..isc )fare-:"~ . ·. : ..... __ . 

121 I G e ncve 20 . S wiuc<ta n d 
Te •.: (0221 J~ 1J 2s , , . . - We !i.ave . scheduled, . \ . .:..---·---- - · · ·--· 

therefore, the next .meeting·. for ... -. 

. · 

; '. ) I , ( ' ' : ~ 

... ... · - .. .. ....... · . ... . -- - .. . TUESDAY, ·.AUGUST 9th, : at· i0.30 ·a -.m • . ", -. · ·: ·. :: 
C ONS Tl

0

TUTEN1" AGENCIES: 
Ame<ican .lewish Commitlee 

tGS E ast S6 th S t<c e t · 
Ne w Yori<. N.Y. 10022 

8'nai B'rith 
t640 Rhode Island Ave • • H.M. 
\faSh ingtOtl. DC 20036 

lhc {sc•cl lnc erf,lc h 
~s soclaclon 

P.O. B. 7 739 
Jerusalem •.H . 071. {sC".ac t 

Synagogue Council of America 

327 Lexing to n A"envc 
New York . N .Y. 10016 

world Jewish Congress 
SO\ Madi son Avenue 
New York. re Y. 10022 

*** 
Or. Leon A. Feldman 

Consultant 

. • .• . ·······. •,•:·· -.·.· ·.·.-... ··.•.· .. ··.· .. •:· . 

. ·. 
~. ; : : • .. ( • . : ·_ .. _ _:.:_.2·. : .:r._! . ·--

in the offices of the Synagogue Council (entrance 39th St.) 

The proposed agenda will include: 

1. Review of the Pope/Waldheim meetings in Austria; including 
the papal messages delivered and the visit to Mauthausen. 

2. Review of the data pertaining to the Lambeth meeting of the 
Anglican Communion, beginning July 17, 1988. 

3. The major part of the meeting will be devoted to a detailed 
discussion of the preparations for the proposed Liaison Com­
mittee consultation on the Shoah (scheduled tentatively for 
December 1988 or February 1989). 

4. Report on the recently held meeting of the International 
Catholic-Jewish Liaison (Steering) Committee, held in Geneva. 
- The Minutes are enclosed) • .. 

lBackground and other relevant items will be mailed under sepaTate 
!cover. 

! 

WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR IMMEDIATE COOPERATION - -
LBASE ADVISE THIS OFFICE (Linda) WITHOUT FAn.· WHrnmR THE ABOVE 
ETING DATE IS CONVENIENT FOR YOU AND INDICATE YOUR ATTENDANCE. 

Thank you for your cooperation and continued interest. 
i 
I 
I 

• • •• over •• 

···:· . 
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The following items are included for your information: 

1. "Bitter Memories for Austrian Church after Nazi Annexation"- LI Catholic 4/14/fB • 
2. "Autriche: L'ombre du nazisme", Journal de Geneve, 6/26/88. 
3. "Jews disappointed by pope's remarks at concentration camp," RNS 6/27/88. 
4. Mailgram from newly appointed Cardinal Achille Silvestrini, thanking for IJCIC 

telex of congratulations 6/27/88. 
5.. ''La Malaise judeo-chretien, "Le Monde 6/28/88. 
6. English translation of Pope John Paul II (German) talk to the Jewish leaders 

in Vienna 6/26/88 - CNS 6/30/88. 
7. "Autriche: Tout est dans l 'ordre," Regards 6/30/88. 
8. "Rinasce l'antisemitismo tra I Cattotici," La CivU.ta Cattolica 6/4/88 .. 

with JTA report "Jesuits blasted for Article on Uprising 6/30/88. 
9. "Pope's visit· to death camp angers Jews: , Jewlsh·· victims Ignored", Heritage 7/J/ 88. 

10. ''Will der Poipst reinvashen die·· Kirche" - in"'Ylddish - by Elie Wiesel, Algeeeiner 
Jornal 7/l/88. 

11. ''Why is it Difficult to mention Our Name?" by Rabbi Leon Klenicki, ADL 7/5/88. 
12. "Pope says Austrian Hi.story bears ·'Tragic' · imprin.t of Nazi Annexation", CNS 7 /6/'d8. 

same issue: English text of Pope John Paul II remarks at his weekly general 
audience, 7/6/88 CNS 7/6/88. 

13. "Der Papst und die Shoah", by Dr. Erns·t Ludwig Ehrlich, Jtldische Rundschau Maccabi 
7/7/88. 

14. "Farwos schweigen unsere Chachomimf" by Elie Wiesel, Algemeiner Jornal 7/8/88. 
15. ·~ope walks tightropes during his visit to Austria", Our Sunday Visitor 7/10/88. 
16. "Chsristianity .an4 _ Jl!-~i~m; -~ .Hi$.t.Qri4al _View'.', by Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini, 

Explorations vol. 2(2) 1988. 

-. 
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Original docamerr1ts 
faded and/or illegible 



INTERt\ATlONAL CATHOLlC-J!::.w!$H LI"ISON CO!iMITT£E 

M:inut~<;>_L the S~<:erins Cc•!Ili!t1nee meeting 
held in Ceoewa on 2 June 1966 

Pre~~nt: F. P. Duprey 
F-. P. f. f".;"-a&.a a 1. 

1,rt lhe ch11ir: Rllbbi Wolfe Kel!i:eo 

Rabbi W. KelmGn 
Dr. G.M. R!.egr:er 
Prof. L.A. F~ldm~n 
Dr . E. L. Ehrlich 
Prof. J. Halp~r1n 

R~bbi K~lman openec the zeeting in h1s capacity as acti~g cheircan 
of lJCIC, replacing l<abhi Tane:iba.um \..'ho :.:as ver-y t:'Orry to t.ave beer: . · 
pr~vdnted fro~ ettenJ1ng for h~alth reasons. 

Everyone •·as ~:!ch impressed by t:he volu~e Fifteen Years 1,;h!.ch hsd 
~lreedy bee~ siven vide coverage o~ the ABC TV prog~am in the USA. Every 
~ffort should .now ~e made to ectively promote its c1rculet1on. 

Re cent develop~ents pointed to a sig~iflcaot chang~ of atmosphere in 
the Sov1~t Union. Si~ilariy. he had been impressed by his visit to Poland 
~ few ._.eeks ago on the occasion of the 45th ·anniversary Cff t:he Warsa·~ 
Ghetto uprising. 

l~e Catholic and the Jevi&h side should keep eacQ other inf~n:ied 
about a~y further developments ~1th a view to sharing infor~tion on what 
was going on in that part of the world. 

F. Duprey agreed that 1t vould be useful to exchange information !.n 
a discrete way. 

Re hit!!Self had been four times to the USSR during the lest 12 months. 
Whil~ one could still &cr.~e, fesr, there have be.en distinct cper.ings. 

In ::-espo!1se to an iriVitstion frorn the Moscow Patriarchate. tne Pope 
ha~ appointed £ high-level delegation to participate in the celebration 
of the: milleniutTI of che Russian Church. It vill include Cardin.al CasaroH, 
Car~inal Yillebrands, Cardinal £tchegaray and himself,. ·as well iis a 
delegation of ~he Catholic episcopete drewn up on the basis of geographical 
dbtribution. 

The current event6 might be seen as a daW!l of r.ew history in the 
rel$t1ons between state and religion, and one ebould find the appropriate 
way to help the evoiut1on and the church there. 
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S~~ithes were s~heJuled by Cardina~ Yil~ebr~~ds in M~~cow 4~~-Kiev~ 
by C.sr dtnel 1-:e<:t~!" .1r. V1adirr.1r. l:>y Ca:-d1nal Mar~.inJ in Leninf.rad, by 
,:..._ ... ;\<9' ::11 ro..;:C • "1 f i ~ 

0

C"'\.. - •"\~f-. r-4.a.1 r~ T':.'tt1,r.'lo..' Ri ~h~ ~nlc:hni "'!"htl.=-t'~l- . .Rnr\ . - . . - . . . . . . . . . ... 
'.·· ~ .•. ·.: ~ : : ':"': .: ! •• •• : .... :;r: ".; :"' : · ··.·= .! : :~ ":" .:..: •• ·. ·:.:,. .!". "!"". . , . -...... ~ ... . . . . - . . 

~c:. F.!E.'_£!l.!_! fcund r.h1s repoT'\: vet')' in~e rest!.ng. H~ merit~one~ a -:-ect:nt 
~ ~eetina 1~ Mosco~ b~twee11 leaders.of the WJC and · th~ Soviet Foreign Hinisrer 

a~: <. or.her !)~&h ~,,,·fe t of f id.al G. Sub s t ar:ti al ch a;-.be.i:: ..,er~ ~.:.ppe:r-.ing , 
i it.:-~o.:cit~1t; th<: p;)S$fbjlicy of_ !"~~igious cdu(;a t!O!~ fc<: pe cpll' unde r l~ 11nc th~ 
vid~ ed~iss!on into the USS~ of bools, tn~luding 1·eli~io~s er histcry ~aoks , 
rr~vided t~~Y w~re not considered as 'sutversive'. Prbgress uas also noted 
1o:it.:h :.es?ect t o priva:..~ te<sccing of Hebre\..: and ~? thf: poss!tile cr i;at.ior. of 
a ~epr£scntacive body of Fussian Jtws. All that constitute~ ~ery importa~t 
rt.;.\!~~"' n ~f".t~ f". ! • -:· ·"\ ., t' n ~ n f ' { .-. 0 - - · .... - · r .. · -··-- ... .. - ............... o. ,..r·rr,rd~,..~no nnf'l:iC . 

"" - H • r - - - - · 0 .... - - ... - O 

p,~f. Fe ld~a~ ~ad been au~ho~ize~ co svgge~t the holding of s mef:t!ng 
be :::1..·e~:-. Cc.rcf;;<>l Ca~~;-.::l! end the Presi<l~ .-.t of the \..'.JC £ci&s• ~:-ocfmar. on 
E.est - ;Jest :=-elations. 7hfs co11.ld b e a t;Seful follo ... -up tc the r.1eeting a t 
l..:ac:~ .. 1~,.l"lti.._'~'"' l~~-!. !?'.!'El:.~!', .. ·- - - - -y-·-· -- -·- -

:·. Du;.r:. c- ·.· o~reeo t.hi::!i:. one snoulci contrl.<>utc i:t> <.;;-t=1n:.1qs o uc:w 

situation. T~ere ~ere at pres~nt 6 million Latin Ro~&n Cetholics in.the 
USSR -.:ith !to bi<:;hops. Some pr!est s came f:-c !:l Lithuar:is. They •ere cut 
!:!ff fro:r. Ro:ne. The Roman Cocholic <:hurch :i;ust avoid g!Yiog the impression 
of b~ing against the OrthvdCA ch~rch. 

Dr. R.iegner. ;tressed that• of sll Christj,.an churches , the Ort·hodox 
was the -c;os t behind thee.logically in Christian-Jewish ro::laticns. Rome 
should e~~~avour to ex~rcisG sorae ir.fluence on the thinking of OrthodoY. 
churches end e ncourage them to move ~h~ac (1~clud1ng. for instance , in 
tn;;~ters sue:h as tile Good Friday litur·gy). 

F. Fumagalli f~lt thst one should see to it that the Uniate church 
gets access to Fifteen Year$. 

lt should be noted that l~,C00- 30.000 Ru~sian Bibles •ere he1ng eent 
for the Catholic churches in Russia. The.y \i:erE: also offered pape::- to 
pr iTit the Bible. 

F. Duprey added th6t the Luthcr6ns ~ere printing the Ru;s1a~ Bihl~ 
with co!IIlllentaries in nine volumes. 

He fel~ that the reliiious ~revival' had g~~ething to do with the 
gene:-~! degradation of mor.slit'y. particularly among the younge?- gene.ration. 

Dr. Ri.?gner raisecl the question of the att.itude of the Russian Orthodo)( 
church towards .Pa~yet . 

2. Recent developments vith regard t~ Carme.lite ccmvent in Auschwitz. 

f. Pumafalli reported that Cardinal Mscharak1 h~d told hi~ at the end 
~f May that he intended t.o invite Me Klein an~ Dr. Riegr1e:- to come t o 
Cracow to meet \.~th ·.hi~ ar.d to visit the new sit~ envissged for the Centre 
!!'?~ th~ C~!"'~~'-!!.:~ ~~~'·'~~!:. The Ce:-di~=.! ~le~ etete~ t~e.t · h~ ~"~!!!~ C~ly 
chose the new £(1.te in a.sree:nent with Me 'Klein ar.d· Dr. Riegner. 

. . ·-
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Kc n:ic: a \'e:ry goc-c tncHl1°'£ wit!-. ·C.ii;cioa l ria~nar1>'Ki. _r-2sno p ~uszynsY..i 
lit•::! ra ther >1u~ial, ~\ll he Rlsv s;,,.nsed c;o:ni'! st:-ong opposit:!on in var1ou£: 
circles in PoLand. 

pr. Rie.gi:i'r ~!'id tht-t tht! ir.vi:.at1on co Me Kleiri and- hitCJse lt to go tc 
Crr;<: c-v had tea chi::c h~ tr; through Fether Dup'!"ey. Ir. che a.e·a:ltime e map of 
rh~ n.'.'"' i:;i~r hAtl h<'\t>n 1~.-n 11 ~h r f ("\ 'P;:: ri i:. hy Fnther ~:Jsial. lt was, ho\Oever, 
es~~nti6l to g0 and s~e by o~eself. Me - Kl~in bei~g uneble to travel ~ow.­
ha~ dec!g~atftd tc .r eplaca hiA Pref. Schn~ck, th~ President o f the B~ lgian 
Jevish Consistoire . 

(At the !"<:Quest c ! tht' $teering Cc:il!iir;ittee. F. Fti!!les&alli ca lled 
:r-..ll!ledil:lt e.ly - d-:n.!~g tht- m=et: ing - Carc!·i:-1al t'.a!:hsrsi-.i to ' i -nf<trm him cf 
th• fo~thc0~ins ~isit, and the date of the m~ecing in Craco~ was eer f~r 
lS ; une.) Dr. Rie~ner stressed th~t !t . wss vital t o m~ve f~t'wa~d. ~hile 
- -.· ::.9 ..:.:;.; ~ ·-..:. =-- ::..~.~ ::"'~- ;-- .; ... ~-.---· ~ -~ ~ ~~·-· -~ -.- ':"'" .... ; :.·~· - - -....... -- . - .. 
•.mr i!. rr.&j C•T s t eps ~o:.ild be: ca ken :!.1~ ·.i1e\J of the "'·idei;pre~c e.n~;:i e ty in the 
J e"'•! s h cotl'.muni c y '. 

.F. D".!t>r'e"i recol!" ... ~cnc-;d discusd.ng with Cardinal ~&chsrsid t~.e :!ssue of 
8 public statement. 

F. Fumsg~lli str~ssed that the Cardinal needed hel?. 

Prof. Halnerir. p:rsise<! Cardin~s Decourtray and Lcstiser for ha;.•!-:\g 
publicly a~.noun~ed that eYards which had recently been given to them \.•o-:.lld 
be eann.a:rked for the f bane ins of the building of the new Cenue. 
Cardinal Da~eels had also pleaged the financial help of the Belgian chur ch. 

3. ExchBnge cf views on Cardinal Ratiinger's statements and their 
1mpl1cat ions or';°(f1'8logu~. 

Rabbi Kelman mentioned r~cent statements by Cardinal R.6tzinger and 
t-hought that an occasion should be found to clarify Sl.lch statements. 

F. Duprey ~eferr6d to a recent important conversa tion bet•ee~ 
Csrd1nal \lillebrands and Cardinal Rat z1nger. In his opinion, jourilalists 
-.ere. making a bad reputation to Carditlal Ratzinger. ln a ;.:ay, he was too 
intellectual to deal vich journalists snd he did no~ check carefully eno~gh 
pronouncements attributed to him. 

· Dr. Ehrlich noted that the r1e'-•ly appointed Cardinal Urs vor. B9lthasar, 
~ho vss close to Cardinal Rstzinger. ~as not friendly to Je~s : 

F. Fumagalli agreed. 

Pr~f. Feldman thought thst Cardinal Rettinger was a Bible fundamen~alist. 

Prof. Ralp~rin vondered whether preventive approaches would not be uiore 
useful than dentals and clarifications published post f actum. -

F. Fuel&galli mentioned an important study by Prof. Cazelles on Bible 
et christologie, in a volume published by the Pontifical Biblical. Cot:nnies1.on 
(Ed. du Cerf, 1984), as "'°ell· as a report of .the International Theologicsl 
C~!lli:iesion "tn hec rela1:ione'' (7 October 1985) . 

.. 
i 



F. · :>uprey - s<:ic tha~ \'at:!c.ar! Cou~dl 11 ha.! b!'cught suc:.h ·:an upheaval 
tl'•Rt it 1-':)uJ.d .-,eed a lc.t -of pa6t0r&l wc":k c.r.o cf teach1'!"!g t~ mak·e 1.t more 
"'·idtly kn0wr: c.n d accepted. ':::'he l98S S;>ecial Sy!lod deaTl); confirmed t.he 
tea•.:hirigs o·f Vs~1. ca~ IJ:. He \o'uS very rcuch .:"'·arc of tht: ne~d :-to 'iot0ork ir: 
cepth lrnd a.lso disc.:-etelr. 

Dr. F.:teg~e:·_ ft-lt that C::ir~i!Hll R6r.z.ir..ge:- :::h0t:l~i be encoi..irsged to .make. 
mer~ positive state~ents. 

?rc·f__. _Halp~'·i~ ren,emb~red the:. 
Cn =:!.:: !:!:<:, the f~~ue of the ;:.:ac~ of 
th~ ~2thechis~ had been r~ised. E~s 
are.a? 

at s p~~v~o~s - ffieetlng of the St~e~ini 
.. !e ... ·~ ·&nc Judaism in the new text cf 
any ~~ogress been ach~~ved in that 

F. · Duerei t'apliec th&t thi= S.::cretari8t ... ·3s C()!ilpletely left out of this 
and had no acc€ss tc the bodies d~~ling v1~h 1t . 

});. Rie~~~ sug~~ste~ ask!~g fer a S?ccial ceeting ~ith Cardinal 
Rat zinger on th1& specific subject. 

F. Dupre·\'.'. felt that :1:: ;.·ould be wiser t(l esk for e _general cooversat.ion. 
He vndercock to :-epc.rt yersonally as soc.•n a2 possible. to Car<l1nal R~tzinger 
on t bis cH.scussior. s.nd to t~ .J l hir.i t.het A Je\.·ish group ·.:ould like to· meet 
~dth him. This could alGo have the effc;:ct of sensitizing him to those issues. 

4. ~xchanse of vte...-s or: -th~-~-~_rth~o.?.~:.&_vis~_t of the Pope to Austria 
in the light ~f recent develoPmant&. 

Rabbi Kel1:1.an recalled the great e~:ci teI!!ent 
reception granted to Mr. waldbei~ by the Pope. 
som~ positive effects inasmuch 8$ it led to the 
Cast~lgandolfo last August. 

created a year ego by the 
1~ a way it did also have 
meeting in Rome and 

Nov, ve were again feced with a hidden 
forthcocing journey of the Pope t~ A~stria . 
the nature and cor.tent of the statemer.ts to 
occasion. 

time-bomb.linked to ~he 
Very much \ol'Ould depend on 

be msde by the Pope on tha~ 

If the meetings between the Pope and Waldhei~ were kept to the st~ict 
rofn1nm!!l: t:hP. ~i.•P.n\ wi:111li:l ~,_.. ~~tt~r •.>rod1:1r~t-:-0<:i, W.:- . vc:->.tl.~ ,~rtA1nly hn~P. 

that the Pope would find ~he right words to criticize sharply wrohg attitudes 
end behaviours as he had done in Chile, Paraguay, Nicaragua ond, ~ore 
specifically. with regard to Botha and to Stroessner. 

·~ 

He could not underline sufficjeutly the expectations and anxieties 
of thE: Je\oltsh people. particularly et the ~i:ne ot ~-he 50th anniversary of 
t"h"" An~rhluc:i::. in l"t'\n'°""~"inn ...,.{.\.h t-h,. .,,,..-1,..it-11 .. 1 ,.,,.nc.olo i1'1 f'h .. AuQf'Ti.:>n 

" : -· .. . . -· ..... .. - .. . _.,,_, 
soul. 

F. Duprev seid chat 1nany bed hoped that the Austrian pre&idenc would 
resign prior to che Pope's visi~. 



::. ·· 

lie reaffirried that the CC.P.tc.-=ts ~oi.;ld be limited t:O the minimun; Decess·,;;;ry • 
... 

Prof. I:,~ldma:'\ strc~sed thst, '.While we wolild prefer s.vC\idins·.-a 
confront.a!:1on,. ~he. Foj)t- ... -as e le&ding spiritual leader and t~6t made of 
the event an ~mportant test case. 

R~h~i -Ke!rr.an un<fe!"scorC!c the great i~terest wh1ch th_. ~a·pe's v!s1t 
to Au~tris arose !n th~ USA At large, in all quarters. _ 

sa!d th~t Mgr. Cet~1 vould try and ~xa~ine ell relevant 

~ . 
~~bb!.J~~ re!'.'l<!d:.o?d th:i.t at times \)n£: h~d to choose bect.:eer. being 

popular or effect1ve. 

~~bbi K(';l-:ian O!xi:;loined th<>t, in the present circunistances .• it \IOuld , 
be prefe!'"r..bh to hdc th2 r,ext Liaison Committee meeting fr: a place other. 
th.an \J~shington. 

r. Du~•ev ssid th~t the Catholic s~de vould be ready to meet at 
an·other place. 

Ur. R!e~ne~ recalled the exchangt of vievs that had taken place at 
the Steering Corr~~tt~e meating in Ro~e in March 1987. The various events 
•.:.•h :!.t~ h;::.d h.;;.i'·?~U~~ Dia:.~ a_ l-~a .. ._~ii",g p.Lu-;1.da d f VI' ilaUC1-• ~A-pU~tJ i"<:, -..rt.at W0.0 iiV¥i 

~eeded was ~ p~riod of quiet, and, hence, e mere quiet place es ~ell. 

Y. Duprey confir~ed that the ~ext LPC meeting wo~ld serve as a 
$t&rting point for the dccu~ent to be prepared by the Church on the Shoah 
and or. er.ti-semit!am. 

1n the course of e general discussion, piaces lils.e Zurich, Lucca or 
Ve.nici: 'Were mentioned. Much would depend on the logistics end accom:nodation 
e\•ailable. 

Dr. Riegne~ explained that cne should be careful not to mix the intended 
church docu~ent on the Shoah and a~ti-semit1s~ vlth the work of the ILC. · The 
discussior1 of tt.e _main topic chosen would stand on itself. To asseoble the 
.material in a meaningful !ashion. one had to put all subjects- 01'l the table. 
These ~ust of n~ces~ity include the background of 1500 years of Christian 
teaching as well ~s the 1933-1945 period. 

\ 
~ 

F. Fumagalli ~eported that six papers had already been prepared on 
the Cacholic side. The; were dealing with the Shoah in its historical 
perspective and in its religious implications. They would also deal vitb 
doctrinal aspects. 

F. Dupre~ added that the papers already prepared contained a general 
exposition. a paper ·on the hieto~ical aspects of the Shoah (by P. Morley), 
on its religious implt~ations (by Prof. · Cazelles), on the Church" and modern : 
ant1-se.adt1am (by F. Graham), on the gene·ral implications of the Shoah. and 
•'- -l..1&.C 

.l 
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~;:_of~!p~E_i:1 r,t:-essed that· one 5'tr N1}d s-.roid the pitfalls of. falling 
i!lC.c• tri,; ia:i!z.aticr: -or banalizat1~·n oft!:~ subject. The six psper"s 

. ah·eacy ~·~epa:-eG i:::0u~d help considerably: in the pre?<'r.story sta?,e ~ so &s 
~o eek~ sure tha~ ~11 ~spects would indeed be covet~d . 

.... ·-·--~ - .. ··--- . -- . . .... .. -- --

: . lt .,.as .as.recd ;:har. the next Clt-eting- of t'hC! l~t:'t!r-.r.nticnal l!e(;;on 
c.:.!lu::.it~l'?. -..till 0(: firt:t of Sev£rcll l:)t-etil)s s 0!) tl-.e SIK1ah in the' context 
of !ts h! s t r- ~!~e-1 a~t~cedents and its rc1!&:!ous impljc.ations. ·-

2. 1.JClC e~c~;:·L.s. 1"1th ep~rec1at1cn the genero-us off~r··-IL&de: ~}'the Cathol!c: 
sid~ tc ,;i'HtH- · \."~th it: the: preliminary .:irafts ·•hic h ha"·e bet-r. prer•are~ for 
this consultation. 

3. '!'he Jt-. i..•i. s~: s ~:!e. "1'1t~1 the permission of the aut!lo:-s, is prepared to 
sub~it by ~sy o! reci?roc1ty their respect1v6 prel!~lcary papers in ~dvance 
of ~he co~sultation. 

4 _ !:~ !.s. 8!i tic !.pr.ted that ~acl: pltrty may .,1e:i1 to l~corpvrat.e their 
.. i.0~4;.11,...,...4,. ... rc;.or~f-~" ~- .. \..no &~~.,,1 A·~•,..,. r. ~ •'"''· --c. c·.o.-t- of-<(-nv ·--r ......... - .. - ·---..-.-... ~,.u ......... _ .. ...,, , "' ....... .a.- ...... ~, . .... ._,,_ r .. ..,...,,..._ ..... -- .... -· ...... .. 

5. The ~eetin6 wtl; be held in a Eurcpear. setting, preferably Zurich, or 
in anot'he• suicar.le l.oc.-.tic~. dependi:-:g or~ c=-.e accom."llocla::1c-n available • 

6. The deleg.s.~io:ls ~hal! include representstives of JewiAh and Catholk 
COt::!lilunities ft·om countries di.rectly invoh·ed in the Shoah. 

7. The dat~& envisaged are 12-16 Dece~ber 193S or es an ~lternativ~ 
20-24 February 19B9. 

6. 

In resp~nse to the strong concern -expressed on the Jevish side in view 
of a series of articles which appeared rec6ntly in the ltelien press, more 
spacif1cally also in the Catholic pres~ and in ~uch leading journals 6S 

Civ.ilt& Cattol!c6., F. Duprt<J and F. Fumagalli explain~::1 that very little 
could be done to control such publications. They also referred in detail 
to a stro~g offi~1sl statement issued by the itali&n Bishops exp11ci~ly 
condemning any f~r~ of a~t!-seQitfsm. 

7. Other matters 

Dr. Riegner ~anted to share his and others' concern about the current 
situation in Latin Ai11erica, pa:·ttcularly i .n Argentine, wh~re the democratic 
forces were ra?1.dly weakening. The critical economic situatiott_seetued · co 
strengthen agaio the just !ci_alist neo-Peronist move111ent. 

lie thought that the Catholic·Church cnay have to plAy again an importanc 
role and he vished to cell attention to the dangers of this situation. 

He would hope that ·the v.essage could be relayed to the Secretariat of 
S~ate, so that :they coul~ follow these develop?Cents ae closely as -possible • 

. · 
TOTRL P.~7 
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SYNAGOGUE CJUNCIL 022 P01 

Sept. 2nd, 1988 
VcitiC'1n Cit,., .......... - ..................... -......... _ ................. . 

A. TANENBAUM 

Dear Rabbi TanenbaUfa, 

In these sacred days of Rosh ha-shanah, Kippur 
and Simhat -Torah 5749, let me express my warfilest wishes 
and prayers for your · person, your family and your 
devoted work for peace and di a lcgue between Christi ans 
.and liews 1i n the wo·r 1 d. 

w·ith cordial -greetings, 

Sincerely yours, 

/~~~~~~? President · 

I 

' 
I 
I 
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~nti-Defamation league~Lof Bhai Bhth 
823 United Nations Plaza. NewYork, NY 10017 ~-fl 212-490-2525 Telex 649278 

LYNNE IANNIELLO 
Oired or; Communications Division 

FOR IMMEDIATE RE~EASE 

.•. The Pope and the Je~s: 9ne Year Later 

by Leon Klenicki 

Rabbi Klenicki is director of the Anti-Defamation League's Interfaith Affairs 
Department. 

One year ago, on September 11, the leadership of the American Jewish 

community met with Pope John Paul II in Miami. The meeting came as a result of a 

sum.mer of controversy over the Pope's meeting with Kurt Waldheim. Promises were 

made in Miaai. It is time to reflect: 

We met first on Septecber 1st with John Paul II. He entered the room alone, 

smiling, and started shaking hands. He was "informal" according to strict 

yatican standards. The Pope was meeting at his summer residence of Castel 

Gandolfo with a delegation of Jewish leaders to consider the Waldheim incident. 

Each one of the Jewish leaders spoke what was in their hearts : the Jewish 

people ' .6 anguish over Waldheim, faiie apparent tendency of the Pope to ·~versalize 
~h.=_ Holocaust} , and the lack of d1plomatic recognition of the State of Israel by 

the Vatican. Our criticism was expressed clearly and succinctly. We were 
-~ 

committed Jews, defending our honor. 

The Pope started slowly, remembering Septembe.r 1, the 48th anniversary of 

the Nazi invasion of Poland. He spoke of Jewish martyrdom, the suffering under 

the Germans. He re.f erred to the Jewish response to Nazi. persecution, . praising 

(more) Our 75th Year 

~L 
F<?unded in 1';113 ··to stop the defamation oi the Jewish people ... to secure justice and iair treatment to .Jll citizens.alike.· I 9 l 3 - 1 ·9 8 8 
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the present creativity of Judaism. He expressed his admiration for the spiritual 

· growth of the American and European Jewish communities. He also referred to the 

State of Israel as "central'' in Jewish experience. He promised, · on the end, that 

the Vatican would issue a __ papal document on anti-Semitism and the Holocaust. 

The previous day we had~th the officials of the Holy See Commission 

for Religious Relations with the Jews, and with Cardinal A. Casaroli, Cardinal 

Secretary of the Vatican Secretariat of State. We discussed the matter of the 

State of Israel. The Cardinal corrected one of the Jewish delegates, saying that 

there is no need for recognition. The V~tican "recognizes" the State of Israel 

by naming it in official documents. The question now is the "normalization11 of 

relations with the State of Israel. We asked him about this new expression and 

its meaning. He said that the normalization depended on political questions, the 

future of the Palestinian community and a consensus on Jerusalem and the Holy 

Places. He did ~ot specify, however, the timing of that normalization. Many of 

us felt that it was another form of diplomatic rhetoric. 

At the end of the discussion, Cardinal Casaroli said that his secretariat 

would establish a desk devoted to a study and consideration of the situation of 

Jews in the world. The new desk, according to Casaroli, would colle~t 

information from all over the world about the situation of Jews, and would 

recommend Cath.olic action to fight anti-:Semitism in certain critical areas. It 

was agreed to hold meetings from time to time with him and his secretariat to 

discuss problems affecting world Jewry, and also, the Cardinal pointed out, to 

avoid any crisis such as the "summer crisis." 

A year has passed sin_ce the meeting in Rome and the Pope's meeting with the 

American Jewish leadership in Miami. It has been a long year, With meaningful 

events in the Catholic~Jewish relationship as well as problems, serious problems 

of misunderstanding. Jews were outraged when the Pope did not mention the Jewish 

(more) 
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vict·ims of ~hausen dur-ing his ·visit to t?': . concentration camp. His speech 

there condemned the danger of totalitarianism and what that ideology has. done to 

civilization. He ended the speech by stressing Christian suffering under the 

Nazis. John Paul II referred to several Christian victims of Nazism, Sister 

Edith Stein, a Jewish German. philosopher that converted to Catholicism and became 

a Carmelite, who was gassed in Auschwitz. He also referred to Maximilian Kolbe, 

the Polish priest -who gave his place to save a prisoner in Auschwitz. He was, 

befpre the war, the director of a publishing company that published the most 

anti-Semitic magazine in Poland. A Jewish convert and a man -who published 

anti-Semitic writings are a strange mixture of names exemplifying Christian 

suffering. 

Pope John Paul II is the first pope to ever acknowledge the validity of the 

.('_.,., Jewish covenant with God, and the first to publicly state the centrality of 

Israel to Jewish existence. Therefore it is difficult to understand his lack of 

sensitivity to Jewish concerns, and why, after a year, the Vatican promises have 

not been kept. There is no indication that a document on the Holocaust is being 

outlined or prepared. The State Secretary ·of the Vatican has not appointed a 

World Jewry Desk or a person to be i-n ·charge of that desk. There . is ilo 

indication of any attempt to "normalize" a 'relationship with the State of 

Israel. On the contrary, there has been constant and unfair criticism of the 

State of Israel in magazines that are known as the spokesmen of the Holy See. 

A year has passed by. We were hopeful of certain promises, but nothing has 

~appened . There are those who may be willing to accept this negative reality, 

but I believe the ·dialogue is not just an exchange of polite words, it is not 

just an ·iilusioh of goodwill.. I believe -it can build a reality of mutual 

acceptance overcoming centuries of distrust and persecution. I believe this, but 

it is time for those at the Vatican who also believe this to respond. 

II 

AJ,CP ,RE-I , RE-II,BHR~9/14/88 
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Message: 

16 September 1988 

Rabb.l Leon A Felc:Llte:tu, IJCIC, WJC, New York 
. .,, 

Rabbi Dr Norman ·solomon 

~ambeth Conference 

. Greetings~ I trust you are .well and have had a 
good summer. Things are coming to life again 
here after the ~eason of conferences, though we 
are hampered by the disruption of· postal 
services. 

I think you might like to see the notes on the 
recent Lambeth document. I shall be sending 
them out shortly as an issue of my newsletter 
Ends and Odds, and a fuller analysis with the 
complete text will appear in Chrlstian Jewish 
Relations . 

Yours, 
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THE LAMBETH CONFERENCE 1988 

The bishops of the world-wide Anglican communion meet once evezy ten years, at what is knowu as the 
Lam~, under the chairmanship of the Arch'61Sli"op of Canterbury. Resolutiom passed at 

Liiiibeth arenot binding on member Churches. but carry great influence. 

Al a mcctiDg of the Anglican Consultative Committee in Sin a ore held in preparation for this 
year's Coiiference at nter ury t was rec:ommen •that o eaetary General of the ACC draw up a aet 
of guido-lincs on Jc.wish-Christian rotations, drawing on cmtillg sets, and that these be offered to the 
i988 Lambeth Conference for discussion and commendation.• A dratting comniiuce was eventually set up 
under the Rt Revd Richard Har · B" of <nford, and I was invited to be the Jewi&h Consultant. 
Another, more gener ocument on UUcdai r uons was prepared by another group.· Iii the event, the 
Bishops in the s~on on Dogmatic and PMroral ~before whom the draft was placed felt that it 
would bo inopportune to process fully the documont on J'ewish·Christian relations at a time when no 
corresponding document had been prepared on Muslim-Christian relations. They lhorcfore quickly produced 

,..- 1:1 new documen\, Jews. Christians ~nd.Muslims; the Way of Dialogue, which combined parts of the earlier 
lwo documents and incorporated some 1cc:ti0Da spcclfically on Muslim-Christian relations. 

The resulting-hybrid is the first Lambeth pronouncement on this subject, and so far as Jewish-Christian 
relations are concerned it is a very construdjye on~ whjrh will s~rve as a basis for teach.in& and 
preaching in the years to come. But as with any dO<:Ument, the mere words 011 paper are v!hteles.s; it is 

- 1J1 teaching and preaCliiiig, in dialogue and in shared concern for the community that the fruits or the 
document will ripen and its true interpretation become apparenI. 

The notes whic:b follow are no more than a guide and appreciation. Readers are urged to study the full 
text in the official publications; the paragraph n\imbera may vary alightly from those here. The context 
of other Lambeth documents should also not be ignored. 

Septomber 1988 

TEXT OF THE RESOLUl'ION 

It was unilD.imously resolved that the Anglican Communion: 

D Enl!M·as the principles of tliu puper, Jews. Chrisffqn.s. R1Jd Muslims: the Wqy of Dialogue, and encourages. 
the churches of the .AngllC"11 Communion to enguge ln dialogue along these lines,· 

D Seu up an Inter-Faith committee and that this committee, amongst ils oJJJer wo~ e.s·tab/lslies a common 
approach to people of other fajtJu on a Communion widl basis and appoinl.r working patties to draw up more 
detailed guide-lines_ on a communion-wide basis, for releulonships with Judaism and Islam; or with other 
fal°ths a.s appropriate; 

O ., InltiaJes talks, WMrever possible, on a tripartite basis, involving both Jews and Muslims; 

O . Suppons those ln.rtltut/ons which are ht:plng Christians towards a more info.m1ed understanding of Judaism 
and Islam. 



1 THE TRILATERAL CONTEXT 
•. "! : .. ' 

The document stresses the tripartite relationship of Jews, Christians and Muslims, m~istic, 
"Abrahamic• faiths. The Lambeth fathers hope that this understanding may contn'bute to reconatiation in 
th~ ~idWe East '" -..___ 

1.1 Dialogue Document #1 

Whilst dialogue with all fail/is is highly desirable we recognize a special ~lati<:msliip between 
Oirl.$llanity, Judai.sm and Islam. All three of these religiolJS see themselves In a special relationship 
to Abraham, lhe father of the faithf IJJ, tJat friend of God. Moreover these faiths, which at timu have 
been antagonistic to one another, have a special responslbillt)l /or bringing about a fresh cOliStnlctive 
relationship which can co1Jtribure to the wcU·bcing of the human family, and th6 peace of the world 
particularly in the Middle Ea.rt. Di.a/ogue is ..... an txJ'!!;Ssion of the minis by of rrconciliation ..... 

2 ~PEClAL RELATIONSHIP WITH JUDAISM 

The tripartite context m\lSl not obscure the special nature of each of the bilateral relationships. #13 
places the !cwis~-Chr!Ati*A relatioi:iship at the centre of Christian selt·underslam • · 'A ~ 

( 
understancli.Dg o the relationship with &1SID is, therefore fun en lo ChrULianity's 
self·undcrst.andinlf. ##14-16 spell a specific hope and a belief shared by Jews 1tnd Christians. 

2.1 Dialogue Docwnenl ##13-16 

13. For CJirlstiotiS, Judaism can never be one religi011 among otlws. It ha.s a special bond and affinity 
- with Chrlstlanlty. Jesus, our Lord and the Chris' wa.s a Jew and the .scriptures wh.icli Jnf ormed and 

guided liis life were the books the Hebrew Bi1J/e. These str1l fonn part of the Christian scriptures. 
The God in w11om Jesus believe to whom e totally gave himself, and in whom we believe is •The God of 
Abraham, Isaac and J~oo•. A right understanding of the relation.ship with Judaism Is, therefore, 

...,,.-- fundamental to Christianity's own self-wukrstllnding. 

14. Christians and Jews share one hope, which Ls for the reallzallon of God's kingdom on eanh ..... 
This Kingdom i.s nothing le.u than human life and s()Qety transfonned, ttansjigultd and transparent to the 

,,..... glory of God..... · 

JS. .. ••• if this hape for God's Kingdom was given IU ct!Wal place b)I bolh Jews and Christians this 
would tranJfomi their rt!fationship with one anotMr. 

,.....- 16. Ozristians and Jews share" passionate belief In a God of loving kindness wlro has called us Into 
relationship with himself. 

3ISRAEL 

Tho dialogue document does not deal wi1h political que&tions as such though, as wr; havo seen, i1 
expresses the hope that trip~e dialosuc may contribute to peace in the Middl~ut (#1). It do~s, 
however (#4), provide a context in which to UJlderstand "the religious impnrtanc; g[thc land of Israel to 
the m}ljority of Jews throughout the worlda; it recopcs that Jewish self-definition compris"""es-­
~pleliood and civilisation as wen as reli&iQ.n. -

----~~----~~--~ 

3.J Dialogue Document 114 

4. Secondly, Judaism is not only a religion, as many Chrisl.ian1 understand the word but a people and o 
civilisation. Jews know and define themselves os Jews even when they do notfillly share the religicus 

( 
beliefs of Judaism. It i.r agaillst this background tl&ot IM religious importance of the land of Israel to 
the majority of Jews throughout thd world needs to be undsr.stood. 
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4 THE l'EACHING OF CONTEMPT 

#17 and #J8 iicknowledge the role of the "teaching of contempt" in fomenting anti-se.mjtis~ and as an 
eaablicg factor in allowing the Holocaust to tak~th a minimum or Christian protest. One should 
note that the: "Christian guilt" which is acknowl~gc:d is not primarily that of direct involvement in the 
Holocaust (though this would apply to individual Christians, some now living) and not only that of 
silence, but that of preparation thtougb the dissemination of 6lcrtol.$s of the Jt.w and of what is now 
recogni7.cd il$ a_ false theolo&l: This is why the Holo~usl hllS to be a matter of significance to all 
Chrlstians, not just those western Christians directly involved. 

4.1_ Dialogue Document ##17, 18 

17. .. .... Anli-!ewish prejudice promulgated by leadul of the stale, and even of the Church, has led 
.._ to persecution, pogrom and finally, provided the soil in which the evil weed of Nazism was a"'le to take 

root and spread its poison. The· Nazis were drlve11 by a pagan philosophy, which had as its ultimate aim 
- the des!fuction of Chrisn"aniry itself. Bllt how did ii take ho!dP Furrher, although there are, thank 

(
God, many examples of Christians who Jried to save Jews, the ChU1Ches as a who we~ characteriud b a 
deakn!!1g silence. Tlie systematic ~em1i11ution of six mil/Jon e e wiping out of o w. e 
cfiiiWe nm.st bring about in Christl Ina/ion o its rel 'on.ship with 
Judaism. 18. Discrimination 011d ptrstcucion of the led to the -Ceaching of co1Jlcmp , e systemutic 
disscminatWn of anti-Jewish propaganda by Chwch le~, teachers tmd preochf!l'l'. Through catechism, 

- teaching of sclwol children, and CJtrisdan pret1chin& ~Jewish people have been misrepresented and 
caricatured. EYen the Gospels have been used to malign fPU/ tknlgrate the Jewish people. The biblical 
call for love towards one's neighbour impels us as Ouistians to self·examinalio11 and repentanct for our 

- preftu:/ice and persecution of God's coven(lnt people. In order to combat centuries of anti.Jewish teaching 
and practice, Chrlstiam must de:vcwp programmes of teachin& preachin& an.d common social action which 
trtUlicate prejudice and promau dialogue and sharinf among the blblka/ peoples. The Chiiiudil/iiponse 

- to persecuuon and ho1ocaust must be that <If our JewiJh ntlghboUTS: Never lllt!!!J!_ 

5 JlJDAISM AS LIVING RELIGION 

#2 and #8 recognize Judaism as a liyjpg and deveiopmg religion ~n. They. warn against 
misrepresentation o! Judaism as liter~ament i0terpr~tion, e.g. 'eye for an eye', and 
acknowlcdgCleWiSh Impact 0.11 the development of Christianity isnd Weslcru civilisation. 

S.1 Dialogut Document #3 

_. J. In re/alien to Judaism this means, first of ull reco1,,,,~·lrlg that Judaism Is sWl a living Te/iglcn, 
to be respecled in iu own righL The Judaism of today is not that of any orie of the sects of first 
centwy Palestine, a11d certainly not thal of the plain text of the Hellrew scriptures. Its dquutive 
works, such as the. Mishriah and the Talmud, aJ well as irs current lituf8Y, were produced by the 

_ pos/.11harisee rabbis In the same period, the fiTYt to fifth centuries, within which lh8 Falhert of the 
Cliurch woe thfuiing the meaning of Chrlstianit>'· Great care should be taken not to misreprutJJt Judaism 
by ,impunn, to 14 e.g. lhe literal lmplementt1don of •Qn eye for Q1J eye,• which W'1.S repudiated by the 

- rabbis, or the denial of life after detJJh. Judaism Is a living and still developing religion, which has 
shown considerable spiritual and lnlelleClJlal vitality throughout the medieval and modem periods despite 
its histo1)1 of being mali~111cd and p.e1$eculed. The Middle Ages saw grear Jewish philosophers such as 
Maimonides, Bible commentators such as !Wshi and the ibn Ezras, poets and mystics, as well as scientists 
and lawglv~-. Our modem world is Inconceivable without the contribution of Jqwisli thinkers from 

--Spinoza to Bubu, .scientists such as Freud and Einstein, as well as musicians, al'tists and othm who 
have helped shape our cultural life; we are, to our loss, less knowledgeable of the creative vitality of 
such Jewish spiritual movt1mnts of rectnl ibnu as Hasidism and Musar. 

,_--. '--.. 
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6 THE JEWISH CONTEXT OF JESUS 

.The first-ce I Christianity is recogrused (##5, 6). as well as the way in 
which the split with Judaism was contlngen specific hi$toricul di;vclopments (#96, 7). Modem 
scholar11hip is seen to demand a re-assessment of first-century and sub5cquent rabbinic Judaism and a 
re-evaluation by theologians of the relationship between the· two faiths. 

6.1 Dialogue Doc;im1ent ##5·7 

s. ..... Renewed study of Jewish sowcu by Chrlselan scholws has led them to see ftnt·century 
Judmsm in o new and more positive light ..... 

6. ..... The trial and execution of Jesus are 11ow guierully m;ogr1iud to hove bee11 brought about to 
serve the inrercsts of the Roman occupalion f orcu and those: Jews who collabol(lltd wllh them .. w. 

7. This IJCW UIJderstanding of eventa Lr leading both Jews and Christians also to /O()k flt the way in 
w1iic11 ludaism and Christianity came 10 pan company and go their sepQTQte ways. Silice T11QllY of the 
faaors in this split were contingent on specific historical developmenrs, and tvents nud 11ot 
nec:usarlly have tun~d out the way they did, thtte would seem to be no reason why a new wulerstanding 
should not develop, bused on a reconsideration o/whal originally 4rovd Christiallity and Judaism apat1. 

1 EDUCATION AND SHARING 

1'hc emphasis is on education and sh.arlag. #31 offers passibilitics for common action by Jews. Christians 
and Mus.Ii.ms. 

7.1 Dialogue Document #31 

31. There iJ all·o much in the way of common aclion that I ews, Christians and Muslims cma join in; for 
example: the ~le against racism. @anlieid·and OJJti-.rendti.rm the wOJ!!..for :nmmi rlghtJ, partlgilarly 
the right-1)/pcop e ~ practice and teach thelrrrllgion. There Is a common uius to God and the 

..,,,.. dignity of human beings in o world always In danl!! of becoming godless and dthumanisea. 

8 COMMON MISSION 

Theologically. the most contentious issue facing th~ Lambeth fathers in preparing this document was the 
problem of how to relate mission ·;Jo uc; huw to 1noderate1 even whether tu rcjca altogether, in a 
pluralistic envirorunent lrlum . l and dis la nt formulation.c; r . . . 
Understan y, they allow that there are •lw m= at u ds u · oday" 
(#Zl). One is that of those Christians "whose pray is ltl Jews. without giving up their Jewishness. 

~will find their !Wfilmc111. in Jmis the Musiah·. But, on the other hand, the document legitimalcs lhe 

( 
opposing view, or thosi; Cbri5till.ll.5 who reject not OJlly action but even prayer for the conversion of Jews, 
whether ou aCCQunl of the Holocaust or for purely theological re1som. --
All "~oselYt!!mg• is ~ected (#28). There is also rec.ognltlon of the fundamenbtl truth that the 

--Christia.Ii IDlS~ in itS bto1tdesl sense j5, to a large extent one which is shued with Jews a.n.d Muslims 
than diteaed against them ( #28). 

&I Dialogue Document #28 

28. Both these approoclies, however, share a common concern to be sensitive to Judaism. to rtjut oll 
proselytising, thal is, a111es:ive 01ul manip11lativ6 attempts co conven. and of course, any hint of 
anti...remiti.fm. Fwther Jews, Muslims and Christians have a common mlssicni. They share a mlssion to the 
world that God's name may be honoured: vHallowed by your name." TJiey shtue a common obligation to love 
God with IMir whole being and their neighboun a: themselvu. -Your Kingdom come on earth cu it i.r in 
heoverL D, And in tlac dialogue d•t1-e wlll be mutual wltm:J¥. 71U'f.IUJll /~urning /rum une unother eoch wt/I 
enter 11101' deeply into their own inheritance. Each wi11 recall the other to God, to tnUt him 11W1"t1 fully 
ond obq him more profou1tdly. This will be a mutual witness between equal partntrs. 



1s:00 WJC/881 ~22 33 '.39 85 P. 01 

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

CONGR!S JUIF MONOIAL 

tA1t GENllVI! ao 
1. ICVU Ulo: V ARll:M&t 

CAB& P'08 TAL r: 101 

1 i: I. & Plot , ;ii• 13 :.?I 

l tl.t!.X 1180076 

NEW YORK, N. V." tOOUS 
ONB P'ARI< l\ V ENUt 

Ta I. It P' H . C.70-0CiOO 

·-T t! .. L. E X I 3 6 t Z 0 \ 
-.... - · J 

_.: --.:_4 ____ .. _ _. 

To : Prof . Leon A. Feldman 
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Geneva, lst Sep~ember 1988 

lt would be appf~P.ri'ate for IJC-IC _(and not only .for individual 

organizations) to issue an official. statement if possible snort and 

meaningful - o~. the' document. 

Regards, 

Riegner 

. . , 
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Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbnm 
Chairman 

American Seuetarimt 
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The American Jewish Comminee 
165 East S6 Stree1 
New York, NY 10022-2741 
(212) 751 ·4000 

e·n11 B'uth ln1arna11onel 
1640 Rhode lsiand Ave .. N.W. 
Washington. DC 20036 
(2021 857"6.600 

The Israel lnterf1ith Association 
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Synaaogue Council of America 
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New York. NY 10016 
(212) ~-8670 

World Jewish Congress 
501 M1dison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 
12121 755.5170 
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE 
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

September 16, 1988 

His Eminence 
Cardinal Johannes Wi11ebrands 
President 
Vatican Secretariat on Religious 

Relations with the Jewish People 
1 via del Erbe 
Vatican City 

My dear Cardinal Willebrands, 

I sincerely trust that this letter finds yo~ in good health 
and that you have enjoyed a restful summer holiday. 

On a personal level, I am pleased to report that, thanks be 
to God, I have had vi rtua 11 y a comp'1ete recovery from my 
recent unexpected illness and returned to a full schedule. 

In the past weeks, we have held several very good meetings 
of our IJCIC membership, conducted in a positive collegial 
spirit, during which we have reviewed. the present state of 
our rel~tionship with your Secretar~at and the general ques­
tion of Vatican-Jewish relat ionships . 

We have given much serious thought to the proposed consulta­
tion on the Shoah that was agreed upon under my predecessor, 
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman. In a .spirit of friendship and candor, 
I need to share with you the desire of our IJCIC membership 
to proceed with a consultation but to reconceptualize it. 

Our l eadership feels that it would be productive to examine 
together a theme, such as, 11The History of Anti-Semitism -
Implications for Jewish-Christi a n Rela t ions in the Modern 
World." Such a broad theme wo.uld enable us to examine the 
origins and evolution of the demonological traditions of 
anti-Jewish hatred as well as those episodes of mutual re­
gard. Within that context, we could analyze respective 
Catholic and Jewish responses to the Shoah, and the profound 
moral and spiritua l meanings for our faith communities~ 

Should we concentrate solely on the Shoah, there is · the risk 
that the consultation could become an occasion for confron­
tation, with charge~ and counter-charges, apologia and de­
fense. Such an eventuality would serve neither the inter­
est s of the Church nor the Jewish people, nor the cause of 
improving Cathollc-Jewish unders tanding. 
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Cardinal Willebrands 
Page Two 

September 16, ·1988 

In behalf of IJCIC, I would very much appFeciate having your reaction 
to . this suggestion. Should it be accept~ble to you, I have been 
authorized to suggest that I come to Rome with two or three colleagues 
with a view toward exploring setting up a consultation with you and 
members of your staff for discussing and planning the best method for 
proceeding. I could come to Rome from November 21 through 25, or Decem­
ber 2. 

I look forward with anticipation to your response, 

With warm and prayerful good wishes to you and your associates, I am, 

Respectfully yours, 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Chairman 

MHT~RPR 

'· 



Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Chai nnan 

*** 
AMEfUCAN SECRETARIAT: 

Syna909uc Coundl of Amctic.., 

J27 LcKin91on Avenue 

New Yori<. N .Y. 10016 

Tel.: (212) 686-8670 

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT: 

Wor1d Jewish Congrcs·s 

I nuc de Varcmbe 

:211 ·Genevc 20. Swittcrl;ino 

Tel.: (0221 34 13 25 

CONSTITUTENT AGENCIES: 

Amctican Jewish Committee 

\GS East S6th Scree! · 

New Yori<. N.Y. 10022 

8'oai 8'rith 
1640 Rhode Island Ave .. N_V_ 
"asltington. DC 20036 

The (scacl Inccc(a1ch 
Assoclaclon 

f.0.8. 7739 
Jcn.sa Lem <J l.077, lsrac·l 

Synagogue Council of America 

327 LeJCing1on Avenue 
.New York. N.Y. 10016 

World Jewish Congress 
501 Madison Avenue 
New York. H. Y. 10022 

*** 
Or. Leon A. Feldman 

Consultant 

·. J11tcruational !fewislt 'eommittec 
Off 

J11terref fgf 011s eo11s11/tatiOHS 

September 22, 1988 

Dear IJCIC Member: 

Enclosed please find the following items for your information: 

l, ~t the last IJCIC meeting of September 15, 1988 it was 
decided to communicate our position concerning the once 
proposed consultation on the Shoah. t9•J0el'.4laal Villebrands. 
Consequently, Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum wrote to him on 9/16/88. 

2. ''Little Improvement seen in Vatican-Jewish Ties," Jewish Week 
9/16/88. 

3. ''The Pope and the Jews: One Year Later, "by, Rabbi Leon Klenicki 
of ADL, 9/14/88. ---

4. John Paul II on the Holocaust, selected and introduced by 
Eugene J. Fisher (Washington, D.c-~ 1988). 

"The DeQOnization of Jews and .Judaism in Western Christian 
Ciyilization," by Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum (paper presented 
at a ~ymposium 11/19/1978). 

6. Papers from the Lambeth C~nference 1988. 
Telex from Dr. G.M. Riegner, 9/1/88. 

T~ank you for your continued interest. 

All good. wishes for a G'mar Tov and Moadim l'simchah! 



Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Chairman 

AMERICAN SECRETAR&AT: 

Syn•gogue Council ot Americ. 
J27 l.c&ington Avenue 

N- Yottt. N.Y. 10016 
Tel.: (2t2) GS(!-8670 · 

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT: 
Wo'1d Jewish Congtcss 

t nuc de varc:mbc 
1211 Gene-re 20. Swit.tc:fbno 
Tel.: (022J 34 IJ 2S 

COHSTITUTENT AGENCIES: 
AtnerQn Jewish Committee 

165 Eut S6t!· Street 
New Y<>R. N. • . 10022 

8°IWI( 8°rlth 
1640 Rhocfe lsl•nd Awe •• H.11. 
llastlington. CC 20036 

'the Israel Lacccfalch 
A ssocl• 1c:lon 

r.o.a. 7739 
.Jccusalcm 91..071. lst•el 

Synagogue Council of An\crica 
327 Ledngton A•enuc 
New Yottt_ N.Y. 10016 

World Jewish Congress 

501 Madiso~ Avenue 
New York, N.Y-. 10022 

Dr. Leon A. Feldman 
Consultant 

JnterHaffOHOf Jcwfslt eommittee 
OH 

JHterref igiOllS eo11s11f tatio11s 

September 23, 1988 

TO: Dr. G. M. Riegner 

FROM: Leon A. Feldman 

1. Please be advised that your proposed meeting dates :fo-c 
1.n connection with your stay in New York after the 
Mexico Governing Board, i.e. October 17-18-19 or 20 
are not convenient. During that week Israel Singer 
is scheduled to be in Bonn and East Berlin, while 
Rabbi Hare H. Tanenbaum is to be out-of •town on the 
20th and 21st. I am occupied on the 17th andl.19th 
because of my university schedul.e. 

I will advise about a new date as soon as possible. 

2. At the last IJCIC meeting it was decided to accept the 
. wee invitation to send observers/participants to the 
Consultation on the Church and the Jewish People. 

Todate Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum and Dr. Leon A. Feldman 
have been designated. 

Please arrange to have all the relevant details as to travel, 
accomodation (hotel reservation ?) and other relevant in• 
formation provided as soon as possible. - I wQuld have 

· contacted Rev. Allan R. Brockway myself, however> since' · 
he is in Washington. D.c •• I do not know whether he is also 
involved in making ·arrangments etc. (I do not have his 
address or tel. number there). 

3. It was also the .recommendation to invite two local rabbis 
from Stockholm to join ~s · observers/participants. Rabbi Aron 
Katz (orthodox) and Rabbi Morton H. Narrow (conservative). 

4. Since the issue of the Palestine situation may 'come up in 
the discussions {whether officially or through the back door. 
the question was raised whether Dr. G. Wigoder should also 
be invited. The expenses would 'be borne (shared) by the con9 
stituent agencies. 
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To: Prof. Leon A. Feldman 

CONGRESO JUOJO MUNOIAL 

?8009 PARIS 
?fl. AV. CHAMPS•ELV6EE6 

Tl!LEPH. :ttl<l.0•.63 

TELE)(. 650320 

JlllRUBAL..6M 
P,0.1), 4e9' 
d.AOTENBERG STREET 
TELEPM.630&46•63$644 

Geneva, 28th September 1988 

I already informed you several weeks ago that Allan B~ockway is 
in ch.arge of all arrangements for the wee consultation at Sigtuna, 
including tr~vel, accommodation and all relevant matters. 

He is also the person: t'o whom a forcmal acceptance of invitation 
'by lJCIC should be addressed. ·· 

Gmar Tov, 

Halperin 

,.· 
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Alller1ca 
Prof. Leon A. Feldman 
Synagogua Council of 
327 Lexington Avenue 
New York~ N.Y. 10016 
U.S.A. 

/ 

Dear Prof. Fel dman, 

71JQ08 PAAIS 
?8. AV. CHANIP9-£t..VS!aES 

T !: LEPH. ~$0.04 . 6~ 

TE L E)( 660~'20 

.JllAU.SALKM 
P.o.e. •2v3 
... ROTEN lllERG &TAEl!T 

T£LEPH. e3e&46• 6a$$4<4 

Geneva. 30th September 1988 

As I told you, I fe.lt obliged to settle the accounts with the 

Lateran University. I c.m sending y~u enclosed copy of my letter to 

Mgr. Rossano. I think :l.t is very unfair that I had to advance the 

funds fr,om my own .pocket but I had no choice. 

Sincerely yours, 

Gerhart M. Riegner 

10-14-88 THU 09:39:24 G3 ** ** ** N0.03 
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Mgr. Pietro Rossano 
Recteur 
Pontifii::U. Universita Lateranense 
Piazza s·, Giova:dni in Laterano 4 
00120 Cite du Vatican 

Cher Mgr. Rossano, 

CONGRESO JUOIO MUNOIAL 

71SOCe PAAIB ..Sll:RUSAL.l:M 
71!, AV. e ... .a. .. P~-E'-"'6EE& p. 0. e . ' a " ) 
T EI.It ..... 350.94.63 6, RCTEl\IBERG STREET 
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Geneve, le 30 septembre 1988 

Je me refere a votrE! lettre du 3. mai et VOUS envoie ci-joint un 
cheque sur la Banco d:t Rc1ma pour le uiontant de Lit. 18.403,750.-­
representant 50% du montant indiqu~ dans la f a.cture de la Tipografia 
Polislota Vaticana du 28 avril 1988. 

J'e m. t excuse du de lat apporte a not re reglement et j' espere que 
cela ne vous a pas cause <l' inconveli\ient. 

J 'exprime l' espoir que la vente d1J livre sera un succes et je vous 
sera:ls rec:onnaissant si vc>us vouliez bien nous faire part de t:emps a autre 
du progres de la vente. 

Veuillei ag~eer. Cher Mgr. Rossano, l'assurance de mes sentiments 
amicalement devoues. 

-~ .;:.. -. !.(. 
.--~ . ~ 

:''' : t', • " ....... 

Gerhart M. ~iegner 
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J11tcrrcligio11s eo11su!tatio11s 
September 30, 1988 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Dear IJCIC Member: 
Chairman 

AMERICAN SECRETARIAT: 
Spagogvc Covnc:il ot Atl\etic. 
327 t.cKington Avenue · 
New Yot1i. N.Y. 1()016 

Tel.: (2121 GS~-8670 · 

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT: 
Wolfd .Jewish Congcess 
1 Ouc de Vatcmbc 
1211 Gcnevc 20. Swiu:ettotno 
Tel.: (022) 34 13 25 

COHST&TUTENT ACENClc$: 
American .Jewish Commiltec 
165 E.as1 561: · s1~ce1 

New YOR. N. • . 10022 

e•na1 8"r1th 
1640 Rhode Island Ave., H.V. 
Washington. DC Z0036 

'Ibc tsr•cl tnccr(alch 
A• soc le c:lon 

r .o.a. 1739 
.Jensalem 9l.077. lsr'acl 

Syn.agogue Council of America 
327 Le.Kington Avenue 
New Yottt. N.Y. 10016 

Wottd Jewish Congrcss 

We are bringing the following items to your atten­
tion: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Lambeth-Israel/Palestinians 
Text of the Singapore and Lambeth documents on 
Israel, on the Palestinians with notes. 

"Jewish-Catholic relations grow from Grass­
roots", Jewish World, Sept. 16-22,1988. 

"AOL.official says Vatican has not kept 
promises made to Jews", RNS 9/23/88 (full 
text sent to you in last IJCIC mailing). 

Reuters press report, 9/28/88, entitled "Pope 
reminds pilgrims Jews cannot ·be blamed for 
Christ's death . " 

5. . Summary excerpts from report of s~pt. 8, 1988, 
by Professo~. Gio.rgio. sa~erdoti, preside:r;it ~f 

-. :~ : the · Milan -. .. J .ewisb-- Community,.-· after> visit" ~ .. t9 . 
Auschwitz, Aug. 30, 1988. 

501 Madison Avenue 
Ne.._. York, N.Y. 10022 

"In Auschwitz I could personally witness how 
the works by the Carmelite nuns at their 
convent is proceeding actively (a number of 
workers could be seen at the place), not­
withstanding the Geneva agreement, t~e under­
takings of the Cardinal of Cracow and of the 
Polish government. 
The above was confirmed to me, my wife and· my 
Polish-born mother-in-law, who acted as our 
interpreter, in a discussion we had at the gate 
of the convent with one of the nuns . She 
declared aggressively that they had spent money 
in buying the place from the government and in 
restructuring it, so that they had no intention 
to move! 

Dr. Leon A. Feldman 
Consultant 

(From enclosed photos) you can see the building 
is more and more looking like a church over­
looking the Auschwitz camp. " 

.. . 

P.S . Prof. Sacerdoti ·.Illa.de some other,· :~ more .:gener.al 
comments about · the situa.tion in ·Poland·; ·· which will bEa 
swnmarized in another communication. 
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23 September 1988 

Rabbi Leon A Feldman, IJCIC, WJC, New York 

Rabbi Dr Norman Solomon 

Lambeth - Israel/Palestinians 

I enclose a text of the Singapore and Lambeth 
documents on Israel on the Palestinians with 
notes on the significance of the modifications 
made before the' final draft was accepted at 
Lambeth. 'l'O this I added the remarks of the 
Israeli Ch~rg' d'affaires. , 

now ln 
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A COMPARISON OF THE TEXTS. 

' • f • .. • ' - ~ 
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Paragraphs l and 2 of the 1988 document are .identical with 
paragraphs a and b of the 1987 document. · That is, on both 
occasions the Bishops reflected that their "prophgetic role" gave 
them the right to pass comment, and on both occasions they 
unequivocally affirmed "the existence of the State of Israel and 
its right to recognised and secure borders". 

Whereas paragraph c of the earlier document ''rejects the 
interpretation of Holy Scripture w~ich affirms the special place 6£ 

· the present ~state of" Israel "in :the ... light_,.of :"b!~t...;eal .-:P.;rop~~cy~ '·· the 
final document makes no comment on scriptural . interpretation -· 'that 
is, it does not commit itself with regard to · Christian theological 
Zionism. 

Whereas paragraph d of the earlier document "calls attention to the 
injustice done to the Palestinians in consequence of the creation 
of the State of Is~ael" the later document carefully avoids 
singling out Isr~el for blame. 

Whereas paragraph d of the earlier d·ocument speaks only of 
"consideration of .the p~ssibility of establishment 0£ 11 a 
Palestinian state the. later.doeument"unequivocally "affirms the 
riqht" of Palestinians to the establ.ishlrient of . th'eir own state. 

Paragraph e of the earlier docwuent is identical with paragraph 4 
of the later one, except that the latter omits the specific 
reference to the PLO as a participant in .the proposed international 
conference under the auspices of the United Nations. 

. . 

Paragraph f ·of the earlier docwne~t is identieal with paragraph S 
of the later one. 

ISRAEL EMBASSY REACTION 

The Israeli Ambassador to Great Britain did not react . However, Mr 
Mesh~ Raviv, Charg' d'affaires at the Israeli Embassy in London, 
expressed amazement at the naive and unhelpful resolution passed at 
the Larobeth· Conference on the Arab/Israeli conflict. 

Mr Raviv said it was hard to comprehend how such a distinguished 
gathering could refer to "all the UN resolutions" and thus 
implicitly support .. among others the resolution equatinq Zi.onism· 
with racism arid· explicitly come ·out ' in favour of policies ·advocated 
by terrorist ·organisations. · · . · .. · · · ; ... -
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The draft was dJ.scussed at Canterbury by. the section on 
Christianity .and the Social Order (the dialogue document was 
produced not by thls section, but py the section on Dogmatic and 
Pastoral Affairs). A rsvJ.sed draft was submitted to the plenary 
session and adopted unanimously. ~his final Canterbury text 
(~esolutlon No. LC88/24) reads as follows: . . 

·., 

This Conference, sad~ened by the p~esent suffering in the West Bank 
and. Gaza Strips 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

affirms . the importance of the Church in the exercise of its 
prophetic role by standing on the side of the oppressed in 
their struggle for justice, and· by promoting justice, peace 
and reconciliation for all peoples in ·the region; 

( 

affirms the existence of ~he State of Israel and its right to 
recognised and ~ecure borders, as well as the civic and human 
rights of all t~ose who live within its borders: 

affirms the right of the Palestinians to self-determ~nation, 
includinq choice of their own representatives and the 
establishment. of their own state~ 

suppo~ts the convening _ of ~an international conference ·OVer 
.palestine/Israel under the auspices of .the UN and based on all 

...__ the ·UN resolutions in relation to this conflict, to whi9h all 
·parties of the conflict be invited; 

commits itself to continued· prayer fo~ Israelis and 
Palest~nians, for Muslim, Jew and Christian, and for the 
achievement of justice, peace and reconcilia~ion for all. 
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Pope John Paul reminded pilgrims on Wednesday ·~hat the Jews eould not be 
collectively blamed for Christ's death. 

The Pope made his comment in an address during his weekly general audiencF 
in which he spoke ~f Christ's arrest and crucifixion. 

"Thc•se histcirically responsible fc•r this death are the mer1 ir1dicated ir1 the 
gospels," the P9pe said, mer1tioning the Sar1hedrin, the Jewish tribunal in 

_ _ ..,_ 4 ~ , p •• , , ,I : •• ' · • 

<c> 1988 Reut~~s} September 28, 1988 

Christ's time. 

"Nor1etheless, or1e car1r1ot widen this blarne beyor1d the circle of the people 
truly responsible," he said. 

Quoting from a major document of the 1962-1965 SecoYid Vatican Council, the 
Pope added: "If Jewish authorities . and their followers pressed for the death 

of Christ, still, what happened during his passion cannot be blamed 
indiscrimir1ately on all Jews then living or, even less, on the Jews of today." 

The Counci 1 statement Nostra Aetate < Ir1 Ou,r Times) began a r1ew era of 
improved relations.between Catholics and Je!i'ls, cappei;:i_by the -Pope's h-istoric 
1986 visit to Rome's synagogue, where he cal led Jew.s ·~·"our beloved elder 
b·rothers". --···-·---- -- -·-- - ·-----·· ' ---···--- --· ·- -· -··--·· - -------·--···· ·· ··-- ·-- ... - ···-·- -
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ADL official says Vatican has not kept promises made to Jews 
By Rellpou1 News Service 

NEW YORK (RNS) - A rabbi who has been acilve in d!eto1ues between Amel'.fcan 
Jew.lsh leaders and Vatlcan offlclall says the Holy See hu not kept promlsel lt made to Jewa 
last year. . 

In a commentary distributed by the Anti·Def amation League (ADL) of B'nal B'rlth, 
Rabbi Leon Klenicki, the agency's interfaith affairs director, noted that he and other American 
Jewish leaders met with Pope John Paul U at his summer residence ln Castel Gandolfo · 
Sepl 1, 1987, and 10 days later during the pope's visit to Miami Beach. FIL 

At the end of the Sept. 1 di.Scusslon. Rabbi Klenlckl recalled, the pope promised that the 
Vatican would Issue a papal document on anti-semltlsm and the Holocaust; and Cardlnal 
Agostino Casaroll, the Vatican secretary of state, promised to· establish "a desk devoted to a 
study and consideration of the situation of Jews in the world" that would "recommend 
Catholic action to fight anti-8emitism in certain critical areas." 

The ADL official acknowledged that "Pope John Paul n Js the first pope to ever 
acknowledge the validity of the Jewish covenant with God and the first to publicly state the 
centrality of Israel to Jewish existence." Therefore, Rabbi Klenicki said, "it Js difficult to -
understand his lack of sensitivity to Jewish concerns, and why, after a year, the Vatican · 
promises bave not been kepl" ·:" ~ :··~: :· 

The American Jewish leader pointed out that "there is no ~dication that a document on 
the Holocaust is being outlined or prepared. The state secretary of the Vatican ~ not r ... a · 
appointed a World Jewry Desk or a person to be in charge of that desk. There ls no.lndlcatfon 
of any attempt to 'normallie' a relationship with the state of Israel On the contrary, there~ . 
~ conStanOmd unfair ~;ijclsm of the state of-Israel in·magazi..ttes·that.are-known.a! . .the·::i·· · 
spoteSIDen of the Holy see.,; · . 

Rabbi Klenlcld said be believes that·Catholi~Jewlsh dialogue "can build a reaui)' of 
.mutual acceptance overcoming centuries of distrust and persecution." He added, '1 ·belle~' · 
this, but Jt ls time for those at the Vatican who also believe this to respond. n , ·· .. · · ·:· c..::...~ 

. . • , ~ ;_- ·: ; I.~ 
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Geneva, 29th September 1988 

To: Prof. Leon A. Feldman 

1. Brockway is in charge of Sigtuna meeting. Approach him on 
accommodation problems. Hie address is as follows: 

.Allan R. Brockway 
:9900 Blunden Drive, § 101 
:Silver Spring, Maryland 20902 

Tel.: 301-587-50.19 

2, lnvit:atiot:l to local rabbis is not il~ orde~. IJCIC was invited t o 
send one or two observers. We canno~ change the character of our 
representation. 

I do not ~onsider· that Wigoder)a p~esence is necessary. There should 
not be a discussion on tbe present s~tuation· in the territories. But there 
should be a discussion whether the document should contain a paragraph on 
the link of the Jewish people with the land of Israel. 

~hi~ can be well defended by Tanenbaum an~ yourself. 

Regards, 

· Riegner 

... .;·.-~-· . -- -

.· 



MEMO from Gene Fisher 

To ... t:f.~.~.C:.:t~.~~~-~---
Date ~ ..•. .'. '? / ~ !/..>:-!': ....... · .... . 

~For your information 

0 For necessary action 

0 For your comment 

D Please return 

D As per your request 

Remark~. ·. i· if:.~ .. _( .r/:. ( ~~· ..... . 
611-~r .. C: .0.~ '.f~ ~~--I· .. . 
!!.t.~---~~b .. ~-~.~-(_~~·-·. 

C'_i; -~:-~.~At~-~-~~-~._ 
.J~ !'~/ c4ef 1;,'f\.it; 
~ Ids-/- _ ye :>.r(r'1~ ·1J, 
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The death of Clirist as an historical event 
Dlulnl tlw _.al -4/nw:w In St 

r~f:"-, Squor# °" 11 MptnnM r.W llol1 
Fm"" fPV1 th• lall,,..nng ..M-. 

I. We profess our belief in the 
oenlnil truth of Jesus Christ's 
manante misiion: Ire it thr 
Rtd~m" of tl1r ... -arid throu1l1 hi• 
dftlth on 1/10 CrosJ. We profess it 
In the words of the Niccnr-Con· 
SL1n1inopoli1on Creed. acaJrdin~ 10 
"'hleh lcs111 Christ "lor our soko 
..,., crucittcd under rontius Pilate. 
1ulfcrcd dra1h •nd ...,.. buric.l". In 
professing this foith we c:om­
memor-ale Chri$f$ Jctuh ns an liis-­
lorical event, which. like t.is life. i• 
made known lo us by su"' aud 
1uthoritati•"t hiSluricll sources. On 
IM basis ol ll\C1C sources we can 
and we tlC$il'C h> know anJ unJcr· 
s tand lhc Mstvrfral circunutancn of 
tluu deatlr, which we believe to hove 
bttn • the price.. of ht1mnn re· 
dcmpliotl in •II •I';!· 

thn>\Y fiilll JOWO hcaJJOU~ (rum the 
hrow or t he hill ·u11 which their city 
was built •.. But possing 1hrouith 111< 
mit.ls:t of them he wcnl ~....-;w• Cl)c 
4:2!1-;0). 

11.., hi'h priest, soiJ to them: • /1 u 
<·viJttr1 that 011~ man Jltould di# /or 
tire (H."Opl<: and 1f1at lhc V.'hoJe namm 
.'1w11ld 110/ perish" lln 11:47.'\0I. 
111c cvan,c:1ist oJJs: •He diJ not 
~y thiJ of his o wn accord. ~ut 
bei11~ hiih priat that ycnr he 
prophesied that 1 .. u• shook! die lor 
lhc notiun . nnJ nol ror the ·~•ion 
only. liul to ia1hcr into one the d1il· 
Jrm of CoJ who • re SC•llCred 
nbr();l<I" AnJ he concludes: •So 
rrum t lut day on ,,,.,. took cou n>el 
ho"' 10 put him to death" tin 
11 :51-~ll. 

In lhi• way luhn infomis us ur 
1l1e hllriofuld aspect uf the position 
1.J.,1i<1.-J by Caiarhu. Frum tlH! 
humun J'JOilll of .,;C'u•, which coulJ 
be- mof'C' .:.ccur:ueh. Jcscribed O'S ~ 
por1unia1, it was an a.llempt 10 
ju~1i(y lhc c1imina1iun of o mnn 
re•n,.rcd os poti1lc1lly danfCl'OUS. 
will)()Ut caring ahou• his inn~11cc. 
Frurn • hiJ1het poin• ol Yicw. made 
his uwn and nolcd bv the cven~list. 
Coinnlios' words. lnJepcndenlty u( 
his in1cntion. hod a 1rul1 pror>l•ctlc 
ro111m1 regarding the mystery of 
Ch rill "s doath l>CCOrding to God"$ 
,.lvilic pion. 

6. llc:"re let us i;."Unsidcr th: human 
d~\·d..>ptncnl of the C\ICnts. Jn thlt 
lltCc lin~ or the S•nhcdrin a 1lecision 

•'<U taktrr lo k;J/ fNu• u/ No:on<t/1. 
"fhcy look adva n .. gc of his P"-'>Cncc 
in 'eru~Jcm JurinJ!l 1he pasi:hal 
ream. Judas, one or the Twelve. 
bctroycJ Jc.ta for 1hir1y pieces of 
iilvcr. by indicatin,: lh: olaec wl'k:re 
lie could be arrested. They !lci7.cd 
lcsus anJ brou~ht him before the 
Sonh"drin. To the vilol question of 
th~ high pricSI: " I odjure you by the 
"""I Cod. roll us if )'OU ore 1hr 
Christ. 1lir Sa11 u/ GoJ. lcs11s 
replied: "You h,.·c •aid so" (Mt 
25:6~: cf. P.1k •~:62: u 22:701. 
In this 111tcmcn 1 1he S:rnhcdrin snw 
"" evident blasphemy. ond d..:c1\.•e<l 
'""' l<sui was ·~uilty ol dca11,• 
1Mk 14:6-0. 

7. The S.nhcdrin. however. could 
not i:orry out '\he scn1encc vti1hout 
the consent of the Rorn:m procu· 
rnlor. l'il11e is pcrsono11y con­
vinced th;:,t 1esus i!i inn~cnl :md 
indic:ucs that sever.ii limci. Mier 
h:Jving opposed 3n uncertain re­
sistance 10 !he pmsurcs of the 
S•mhc:drin, he at last 3;~~1 ;,, for 
rear or risking the . disapproval of 
Caesar. all 1hc more so because 1ho 
crowd aloo. u rged on by thoS< in 
f;1vour of Jesus· clitnin:ttion. nuw 
cry out for his cruc:ifi1iion. 
"'Crucij him!"' Thus /csu1 i1 cun· 
dc11111c lo death by crurifixicm. 

2. First o r all. what wen: the 
ci..Umsl•nccs thot kd to the dcoth 
or Jesus ol Nouin:th7 How docs 
one .. plain the fo<I that lie ll"Os 
handed ow:r 10 dNtl1 by the ~ 
racntativcs of his n11 ion. who 
d cliwcral him 10 the Roman procu­
rator. wllQOC name. recorded by 
tl1e C<>Spels, Is mentioned In the 
Creeds of tho foith? For the 
preoent let us S<Ck to recall the 
circumslance. which. humanly 
spuking. t>ploin the durh of lcsus. 
The . Evan11Clist Mork, 1ltscribin~ 
fnus' trial b~fort Pontills Pilat•. 
notes that he was delivered by the 

4. This inciJc:nt -.·u.s only •he be~ 
1Ji11ni111: ii \VOS 1he nrst .sip:na1 o( 
1:ubJCqucn1 hos1ili1y. l et us ~•II 
the principal C•omplo,. When fc•u• 
rluimt"d to ha1-e the PQ•ier 1e1 /orgfre 
ii11s. the scribes "-1!•rdcd this u 
bb1pltcmy. becouse only CoJ Im 
""'h power (cf. Mk 2:61. When he 
wo1 kC<J miracles on the ••bboth day, 
n$5Cr1ing that • "'c 5,,,, n/ mut1 L• 
lord uf tfu! :soblx11/i • 1M1 12:81. the 
rcoction "'as similar. Already from 
1ho1 1ime 1heir inlenlion tu kilt ICWI 

Mystery of the human conscience 
1vos evident (cf. Mk 3:61: 0 1/iey ~. Jli•lorical rNJXl!Nibility lor 

- ·. '\:l1icf"'p,·ll:.'t1> '"ol •I ,\1 c:n,·y·._. n1•1I •h:•f 
Pilate Wt$ AW8re or the flct: .. Fvr 
he pm:cived thal it was out ol envy 
lhal the chic{ pricsls hod deliVtted 
him up• (Mk 15; 101. We mey nsk: 
why this envy? We can find its 
roots in their rcsenlment not only 
for what lesu1 tauJ!tt. but olso for 
the manner In whleh he did so. If. 
es Muk uys, ht lllllghl •as ont 
"4vin~ autl1ority. and n<ll en the 
scribes" tMk I :22). this must h.-.., 
made him nppeor to the latlcr .ns o 
" threat" to their prestige. 

'°uglrt ID kill him ... becau .. he nor l:h1 isr"1 cnicilixion ml• ulith /hose 
_ ... "'~Y b_ro'kc the 90bbn1h, but oho mentioned in t~ Cospeb, at least In 

, .:rh··I G~l .iii~ 1·,11f,i.". ;: .. :~iL1;•l1hT':"'·- - ? 1u1 hy_n.,mc ...... 1C1uJ '1i~1J_s.o)'S 

J . In fact, we know th .. t ulr<Vtl)' 
at the ~1<inni111 oJ /~ms' tHc.-lting 
ln his native: town, thene was con­
nlct. The thirty-yen-old Nuarene. 
1pe1king in the synagogue. indicatC\l 
-that he WIS the ~ in whom 
lsolah"s 1nnouna:mcnt of the 
Messiah was luUillcd. T his caused 
• sense of wonder in his hcan:rs, 
•nd !aier provoked thent to wnth. 
IO much "° thot they wished to 
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S<lf equal with CoJ" (Jn 5: 18). 10 whrn he soys tn Pilate durin~ 
Whtl else wuld be the meanin1 of the 11 iJI: ·He who delivered me to 
the wonts: 0 Trul7. truly. I soy to !••11 h.:' Iii.: J.-c<tlcr sin• (Jn 19: 11). 
yvu, be(°"' Abrohom "'"'· I AM

0 
In a 11 .. 1hor passogc abo: ·11"• S.m 

(fn 8:58)7 His l1corcrs knew very <•I mnu goes as it is wrillcn o{ hiin, 
well the meaning of that "I AM• . but 1v1~ 10 that mu11 by whom the 
lllerefore f<SU1 ogoiu runs lht risk Son or 1n1n is be1roycdl It would 
of being st~. TI1is time. how· have been beucr for th•t nmn i r he 
c•cr. fews "hid himself. and ~nl hod not been bom" (Mk 14:21: Mt 
11111 ur the temple" tin 8 :591. 26:24: Lk 22:22). Jesus allud .. to 

~- The Incl lhnl cvcn1u11lly various persons who, _In diff<rc~t 
hruu~ht things to 0 hcaJ anJ led to woys, will bo rcspon11blc ~or h11 
1hc .~i•ion to kill lcsus was tho death: ludos. the representatives of 
raisi.,_ of unarui lrom the dead in the Son~rin. rilatc an~ t~c 
Bethany. John·1 Gospel infom15 us ~hero ... Simon rctcr. aloo, in ~II 
that at the subsequent m<etina of dtScoor>e ofter Pentecost, w!ll 
lhc Sanhedrin It WU &toted: "This ch•rt10 the lcaJers or ihc S.nhrdnn 
mon performs many signs. Ir we let wilh_ . •he killing. or J~sus: "You 
him go on thus, evct)' one will be- cruc1f1cd ond killed . hnn by the 
li°"e in him. and ehe Rom>ns w;fl h>nd• of lawlcu men (Acts 2 :2l). 
come ind destroy both our holy 9. llow.,.cr, this 11Ccusetion con· 
~lace a nd our nttlon". In view of "°' ~ txlt1"hd br-,'Ond ''" cirdt of 
thCS< lo recam and fears Coiphat, pcoplt tcally responsible. We read 

in • document of the ~cond VIII· 
can Counc;I: •Even though the 
Jewish 1uthoritics ind those who 

The new Blessed teach us 
lollowtd 1hcir lead pmxd for lhc 
Jcolh ol Christ, neither all Jews in. 
Uiscrfo1ln1uety at th1t time, nor Jews 
todoy. con be charged with tho 
crimct commitlcd during his 

to let Mary take us by the ltand 

The hn• now ln•lttt u to 1um our 
lhoo&h<• 10 lhc IJlnoeol Vlrsln lo the 
....,.. ol ll>t A•hn. n. new 11.-d 
.,. "CIJ' .. to 9'; la ......... dtq lft 
- ,_. of rllot _,.,. of MUJ. oo 
......,,...,~---.­
.. 1o11e •""7 ......, °" <lob _..., Jovm•r --· Dnotlon to Our 1..1.dr .. • pat pm 
ol lht ll•n ol F- Fd II Bnrno 
aM ol 1-'• NaTal G""'" no, 4 .. 
pTl.d ,_ ~ "' .. -a.Ir 
-·· 1o.._ , _ _,.,. 1o -Ir 
............ , ,,,._._ "' ... - of ·­
-· M°'""· la di& !.- ol M1f1, 

• ·hate statue i. ol-w1119 had on hb worti 

~~~ :...i;:; :'et .::~ .. : .. :'.:; 
•rt.la ... dlltkufttft wltlt wMm .. fllci 
- na.... °"°""" to M&JJ - ..,. 
- of .... ._..i..c or Fr ,_ 
Bollnoila. r.._... • llttm to the ,._ 
or 0 Not,.°"*'<lt>C1p". 11 b ...U 
knowa diet Canllnol 0.-t wontt4 two 
Mlll'iaa 11DC1V•ria1 as both the t.atttrn 
- WC8ICl'll ..... of ~ ...... 
- -~· of the dtJ. Fr 1 ... 1pao San. for lllo pon, _.,. 
-lhe-olA-ic.-...io. 
to the l m......tole ~Iott ""'- Mo 
lon the Cbo..b ofllclal~ proclal1acd that 
"-

M•1 rl>< <Umple of,._ ""r "°1litn ............. _,_Id_ .... 
tho '".-y of 1111111. lie a ..- for n 

to - ... '"" - ...... llalal 111.,, "°" 11o1, .. ._ vs •1 tilt hn4'. 

pauion• (Decltration, Nostro 
~4). ~ 

A1 for the ro11scit11cn of thooe 
individuals who w<!rt resporNiblt, 
we 1nus1 remember Christ'• word1 
on tit: CIO!s: • Fallttr, forgive lhtm; 
for 1IH:v how '"'' what ll1ev do• 
CLk 2f34). There is an ceho o f 
these words in another or iPtrcr's 
discuurscs ofier ~cntecost: •And 
now. brethren, I know that you 
octet.I in i~norance. os did also "°"' 
n1lcu" <Acts 3:17). What a S<nsc 
of n:$Cr<C bcfon: the tllJllOry ol lhc 
hunun conscience, even lo the case 
of I he greatest crime committed in 
history. the killing of Christi 

10. Fullowing the "'""'Pie ol 
low• and Peter, cveu though if is 
dillicuh to deny the rnponsil>ili1y ol 
thcnc who dclibcr11cly brought 

abool 1he dcaih ol Christ, "'' 1uo 
shall •icw things in the light of 
God·s eternal plan. whleh ask"J 
l rom his beloved Son lhc olfcrin• of 
h11Ti1i:U'ii ttiiliiiilbr 111..: )1n.s vr :iH 
mankind, Jn I.his higher perspcc1ive 
we rcali« lhal. bccauS< ol our sins. 
we :m: "II responsiblC for cilns1's 
dcoth on lhc cross: oil of"" to 1he 
extent th1t 1/irouglt sin we have con· 
tributcd lO cou.Jing ChMt'l d .. th for 
us 11 a •ictlm of cxpiotioo. ln this 
sense aho we can undentand Jesus' 
worcb: 0 Thc Son of 1n1n is to be 
dclivcn:d into the hands of mm. end 
they will kill him, and he will be 
raised on tM lhlrd doy• (Mt 17:22). 

It. Chris1·s Cross is !or oil. there­
fore, • rcali.sli<: reminder of the fact 
expoascd by tile Apostle John in the 
words: 0 The blood or Jesus. his 
Son, cleanses us from all sin. f/ 11"' 
~ we htnv: tt0 si,,, we deceive our .. 
Stives. and the truth i• nOI in ta" ( I 
Jn 1:7.a). Christ•s Cross i• a all 10 
each one of us th•t is both merciful 
ond demandi ng: It is 1 call to 
recognit.t ind con!eu our guilt and 
to live 5n the trutJt. 

A special 
message 

Durin1 lh~ .ewne o/ Ill• ,rnnaJ 
=c;,;1:t'"1ro,:,;t:;~ o 1ro11p of 

I wowd like to grctt the Italian· 
speaking pilgrims, and especi11ly the 
(1ilhlul of the Diocese of Belluno­
Fcltrc Vlho h.a•c come to Rome in 
memory of the tenth anniversary ol 
the death of my predccasor John 
Poul I. I am pleosed with their 
gesture ot affection and devotion ror 
• Pontilr so dC<11ly loved by all ot 
Christianity, ond I cxhon them 10 
remember always his brief but cs· 
scntial message. founded on tho 
theological vi riues of ftlth, ho!"' ond 
charity, the first thrtt of the ·se,·en 
lamps•_, be used to coll the 
Christian virtues. 
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'Jnterre/igious eousu/tations 
septe~e~ . -~.o~ : ~988. 

. ~ ~ . . . . . .. · 
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Rabbi ~~re H. Tanenbaum 
· Chairman 

.AMERICAN SECAETARiAT: : 
Synagogue Council oC Acnc1ic. 

3?7 Lc,.ington Avenue 
New YC>R. N .Y. ioo16 . 

. Tel.: (?t?) 68~-8670 . 

. Rev . Allan. R. Broc~ay 
9900 Blund~ri Dri~e, #101 
Silver Springs, Maryland 20902 

Dear Allan: 

... • 
' .. 

. . .... ·· .. :· . 

. euRoPEAN .. S£CRET.AmA.T: :: · · ··. I . did :not-. ~ow- that y9u w~.~e · bac~ ·.in'- the u.s: ~as ·;.~ ·.·· .. · ... . 
. : wo11ci:k..i{hcOftGr~ss ·· · :- .. ··· had heard .from::.-Dr•. ·:G. : M: ·Reigner .that··yoU: .-are .. in ·char:ge .'.. ··-:- . .": ··: . 
. · ,nvc:.cic .v~;embc: ":- ._.. -" o{·a11 ·arrangements_. :for thewcc·.·consul.ta~ion at siqtuna, ·· . .-··· .. · 

· .12oecneve20.sw<i~Cfbnti Sweden, October 30~November ·1·, 1988.· Al~o, · that you are , 
ret.:.<~i 34 

'
3 ~ ·.i ·n charg~ of· trayel, a~co~odations- · and ·all ·. o.the.r · 

. ·. · ·. . relevant matters·. · . · · · . .. . . . .. ·. .. . . '.. . . .• 

COHSTITUTENT AGENCll:S: . .. 
AmCriQn·.lcwish Commi1tcc · I ·should like to inform you:· that at _the· ·last· 'IJCIC : · · 

,.,6S.E.asi.~c:~.S1<ee1 ·. ·. · ·.' meeting on .septembe·r 14, -1~88. , .i,.t. was : decide~ - to. acc~pt · · .. : . 
. -NewY~.N.< tOO~ · . • :. ·: the .WCC invitation to send ··observ:eJ;'S/participa"nts ··to the" .. 

C9n~ultat~on · on the Church and the Jewish P~ople. 

To date, . Rabbi Marc· H • . Tanenbaµm and ·- Dr. Leoi:i 
F~ldmal') have been designated ~s IJCIC' s . delega~es. . .· . . . 

' . . . . · . .. .. 

':nc· or;.cl ~ccl-fatih . . ."Pl~ase ·. se~d ·m~ all .· rele.Y:~ht ·· infoi;mati~n, . t~a~~l.· ·' · · 
.':i.~-;~~ · ~1;;s0c.u~~~ ~rrangements __ tp Sigtuna,-. .- ~cco:inmodation·s· ai:id ·. all other . 

jctuut- n -.011. tstact details. My own travel plans ar~ not finalized, . and · I · 
. . . will inform yo~· in .due cours.e ·, · a~. will Marc· Tane~aum~ . . ·: 

Synagogue eo"unoi of Amc.-~a. · · . . · . . : .. ·: . : 

!2!.~~t.~c Thank you f~·r your cc>'oper~tion, ~-nd · best , wishes . ·:. --·.,:" ··. 

-~o~~ ~~~~ ~9~~· . ·. : · :"' . :: ::. · · .: .: · .:. . . · . .' ··· ~- · ·. :: .-: .. ·'.·· ·~ihc~r~·iy~;- ::;· ·: _: -:. · .· ·.- .. _.::.- .: . · : . ...... : · .. '.. ·. ·· .. 
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Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
Chairman 
International Jewish Committee 
on Interreligious Consultations 
326 Lexington Ave. 
NEW YORK, NY 10016, USA 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum, 

!._-

.. .... 

I was happy to hear in your 1 etter of September 16, 1988, 
that you have now fully recovered from your i 11 ness. I thank you 
for your kind wishes; thanks be to God, my hea 1th is a 1 so good, 
as well as that of my collaborators in the office. .· 
.. , .. . ,-~ . .I. ... ha~v·~- . ~~r~fully _e~amiried your. suggestions and considera­
tions about the next ILC meeting. However, the risks to ·which you 
refer were seriously discussed, beginning with the Steering Committee 
meeting in March 1987, and every care was taken at the fo 11 owing 
Steering Committee meeting on June 2, 1988 (see enclosed copy of 
the memo adopted as operative principl_es) to avoid the possibility 
of tension or polemic. I do not think that another delay wi 11 be 
he 1 pfu l : December 12-16, 1988 now seems to me too soon, but I wou 1 d 
like us not to pass over the second proposed date, i.e. February 
20-24, 1989. Moreover, the !LC meeting ·usually provides the best 
occasion for a complete exchange of general information concerning 
Jewish-Christian relations, and planning for the future. 

In order to solve these difficulties, I suggest that our 
experts deliver their papers (already submitted to .the IJCIC last 
June) and from your side you could present an overview on Anti-Semi­
ti sm. Personally I find this topic very interesting. In fact, I 
sha 11 give some 1 ectures in Aberdeen and . in London on October 17-18 
on the topic "The Church facing Modern Anti-Semitism". Since it 
was agreed that several ILC meetings would deal with such a broad 
topic, i . e. the Shoah and its hi stori ca 1 antecedents, we can devote 
the first day of our next session to your papers on Anti-Semitism, 
to discussion and exchange of information, and the second day to 
the Shoah. We will continue to address both subjects after the 
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ILC meeting, p~eparing the following !LC session for 1990. This 
is not the first time that sucb\,·, a lengthy and careful process was 
carried out. This was the case at the first three ILC meetings (1971~ 

1973) which were dedicated to "People, Nation and Land". 

I would suggest that you discuss this matter, ,, .,-._ as wel'l " as 
the other questions repeatedly raised by Prof. Feldman, directly 
with Fr Fumagalli in Sigtuna, on the occasion of the wee consultation, 
October 30 - November 4, or in Vienna, at the end of November. If 
you should decide to visit our Secretariat in Rome, the dates of 
November 21"'-23 · are preferable for the staff and also for myself. 

I remain, 

encl. 

In a spi rlt of prayer and commitment, with every good wish, 

Sincerely yours, 

Johannes Card. Willebrands 
President 



.. , 

1. It is agreed that the next meeting of the international Liaison Committee 

will be the first of several meetings on the Shoah in the context of its 

historical antecedents and on its religious implications. 

2 . IJCIC accepts with appreciation the generous offer made by the Catholic 

side to share with it the preliminary drafts which have been prepared for 

this consultation. 

3. The Jewish side, with the permission of the authors, is prepared to 

submit by a way of reciprocity their respective pre1iminary papers in 

advance of the consultation. 

4. It is anticipated that each party may wish to incorporate their 

respective reactions in the final drafts of the presentations. 

5. The meeting will be held in a European setting. preferably Zurich 

or in another suita~le location, qepending on the available accommodation. 

6. The delegations shall" include representat~ves of Jewish and Catholic 

communities from countries directly involved in the Shoah. 

7-. The dates envisaged are 12-16 December 1988 or as an alternative . 

20-24 February 1989. 

btneva, J~"t '2nd., -1.U~ 

[ IL C Sht(fi~ Co"'~i \tqeJ 
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Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Chairman 

AMERICAN SECRETARIAT: 

Syn;igogue Council o1 Amcrie. 
J27 ._c..,ington Avenue 
Ne- Von. N.Y. 10016 

Tel.; (2121 G8~670 · 

EUROPEAN SECRET.ARIAT: 

Wollld .lewis!\ Congtess 
I Rue de VarcmbC 
12n Gcnevc 20. Swit&Cf'bnd 
Te•.: (022> :J• 13 ~s 

CONSTITUTENT ACENCU:S: 
Amcric31n Jc..;sh Committee 
165 Eas1 S6t:· St,cet 
New Y~. N. • . 10022 

8"nal l"rith 
1640 Rhode Island A.,e •• H.V. 
Vashington. OC 20036 

"the tsracl lntcrfalth 
A:11socl•clo"' 

r .o.a. 7739 
~cinasalcm 91.077. Israel 

Synagogue Coundl of Ameria 
327 leaiC\gton Avenue 
New Yor1t. N.Y. 10016 

Wo~d Jewi~"; Congtess 

501 Madison Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dr. Leon A. Feldman 
Consultant 

J11tcr11atio11a! !fcwisk eo111111ittee 
OH 

J 11tcrrc!igio11s eo11s11/ tatlo11s 
October i4, 1988 

Dear IJCIC Member: 

We are sending for your information the following items: 

1. .rrA 10/11/88: 
Pope meets_ with French Jews, is ~ute on recognizing 
Israel. 

2. National Catholic News S_erv~ce (NCNS) 10/11/88: 
Pope links European Democracy to Christian Heritage. 

3. same issue and date: 
Pope calls on Europeans to discover 'Common Identity'. 

4. Religious News Service (RNS) 10/10/88: . 
Barnardin describes new appraciation for Jesus' Jewishness. 

So NCNS 10/5/88: 
Text of Pope John Paul II's remarks at weekly general audience : 

6. Jerusalem Post 10/1/88: 
Intifada arid Interfaith (Christian-Jewish relations have 
been affected by the Intifada). 

7. NCNS 9/28/88: 
Pope warns against blaming all Jews for Christ's death. 

80 same issue and date: 
Text of Pope John Paul II's remarks at weekly audience. 

Thank you for your continued interest and cooperation. 

I 
I 
J 

\ 
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POPE MEETS WITH FRENCH JEWS, 
IS MUTE ON RECOGNIZING ISRAEL 
By Edwin Eytaa 

STRASBOURG. France, Oct. I 0 (JT A) •• Pope 
John Paul II strongly reiterated his condemnation 
of anti-Semitism at a meeting with Jewish leaders 
here Sunday. but made no response to requests 
that the Vatican recognize the state of Israel. 

The pontiff. on an official visit to Alsace. 
received a local Jewish delegation at the arch· 
bishop's residence, where he spoke briefly on the 
need for cooperation between Christians and Jews. 

He paid tribute to the "roots of European 
-civilization based on the Bible," and to .. the 

contribution of both Cl:tristians and Jews to the 
history and culture of all the nations of the 
continent." 

He avoided answering a plea made ~ Rene 
Gutman. the Strasbourg chief rabbi, for Vatican 
recognition of Israel alfa-- fJie- estabTIShment of 
diplomatic ties. 

Gutman stres~cd the connections between the 
Holocaust and Israel, and the responsibility West· ~ 
ern Europe must bear in the deaths of millions of 
Jews. 

( 

The pop~ replied by saying, "I join you in 
formally condemning anti-Semitism and racism in 
all their for ms." 

The Jewish delegation included the presidents 
of various _ Jewish communiti.cs in the region, 
members of the A Isa tia n ·consistory and various 
French-Jewish persona Ii tics. 
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( POPE·PARLIAMENT Oct. 11, 1988 (600 words) With NC photo to come 

~POPE LINKS EUROPEAN DEMOCRACY TO CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 

By Greg Erlandson 

Tuesday, October 11, 1988 

STRASBOURG, France {NC) - Pope John Paul II llnked the democratic values of Western Europe with Its Christian 

heritage, warning that the de·Chrlstianlzatlon of public llfe could threaten other freedoms. 

If Christianity "should someday be marglnallzed In Its role of Inspiring ethics and Its social values," the future of 

all Europeans - believers and unbelievers - "would be seriously compromised," the pope told an assembly of the 

European Partlament. 

The pope addressed the 51 S·member body Oct. 11, the last day of his visit to Alsace·Lorralne and the International 

European Institutions based In Strasbourg. 

In a survey of European polltlcal and religious history, the pope said the two are Inextricably unrted. 

The pope spoke In the circular assembly hall of the Palace of Europe, against a backdrop of natlonal flags and the 

European community's own ban.,er - 12 gold stars on a blue field. The European Parliament Is primarily a consultative 

body elected by the citizens of the 12 countries of the European Community. 

Pope John Paul's speech was briefly interrupted by a Northern Ireland Protestant hardliner, the Rev. Ian Paisley, an 

( 

elected member of the assembly who displayed an orange banner calling Pope John Paul the "antl·Chrlst" and shouted 

"I renounce~"" I renounce you as the anti-Christ." Mr. Paisley was ejected from the hall by parliamentary offlclals. --In his talk the pope praised the community's efforts to unify Europe. 

On the eve of the community's plan to dismantle economic barriers between Its members by 1992, the pope said 

Europe was "on the threshold of a new stage In her growth." 

"Signs of the times" Include Europe's growing ~nlty, a climate of peace after centuries of continental wars, an ap· 

preclatlon for human rights and democracy, and what the pope described as the continent's new and Intense spiritual 

"search for her soul." 

But he warned of a decllnlng religious presence In European culture. 

All of "our old continent's" schools of thought "should consider the "dark perspectives" to which the total exclu· 

slon of God from public life might lead, he said. 

· "Wherever man no longer reans on a grandeur which transcends him, he runs the risk .. of destroying hlms~lf, the 

pope said. 

The most fundamental principle of European public llfe Is drawn from Christianity, the pope said: the blbllcal dlstlnc 

11on··between what ·fs owed Caesar and what Is owed.God. 

This essentral dlstrnctlon for rellglous liberty Is opposed to both those who seek the .. marglnallzatlon"· and even 

"suppression,., of religion, and those believers who seek a "return to the ancient order" where the state and the church 
were one. 

• 
1These two antagonistic attitudes bring no solutlon compatible with the Christian message and the genius of Europe," 

he said • 

.. When cMI llberty reigns and religious liberty Is guaranteed, faith can only gain In vigor," he said. 

,--- "After Christ It Is no longer possible to idolize society," he said. 

,.,., "No project of society wlll every be a~le to establish the kingdom of God,0 he added. 

- Instead, "messla.nlc polltlcal movements· lead most often to the worst tyrannies," he said. 

Of European unity, the pope repeated his often-stated hope that a united Europe wfll Include the Slavic nations to 

the east which share the 'same Christian culture as the West. 

Despite criticism of the community's 1992 plan, the pope said It wlll "hasten the process of European Integration" 

but without "endangering the Identity of the peoples of the community." 

last September, British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher publlcly rejected a frontler·free Europe, despite her coun­

try's having signed the 1992 act. 
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POPE-COUNCIL Oct. 11, 1988 (730 words) 

POPE CALLS ON EUROPEANS TO REDISCOVER •COMMON IDENTITY' 

By Greg Ertandson 

Tuesday, October 11, 1988 

STRASBOURG, France (NC) - Pope John Paul II told a body established to promote European unity that Europeans 

should redlseover their "common Identity" In their 20 centuries of Christianity. 

The ChrlsUan heritage makes Europe a "single unit" despite Its great variety of languages, nations and .cultures, 

he said. It Is also the basis of any true respect for human rights, the. pope said. 

He made the remarks In an Oct. 8 address to th~ Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe during his Oct. 

8·11 trip to eastern France. 

Speaking under the wood-beamed vaults of the Palace of Europe's Assembly Hall, the pope praised the body for 

its work on behalf of human rights, but challenged It to protect the rights of famlll~s. 

The Council of Europe was founded In 1949 to promote European unity, parliamentary democracy and human rights. 

Today 21 naUons with 400 million citizens are members. 

"If Europe wishes to be true to Itself, It must contrive to gather together all the forces of this continent, respecting 

the character of each region, but finding In Its ;oots 1 common spirit," he told the Council. 

Describing Europe as stretching "from the Atlantic to the Urals," the PoUsh-bom pope said that Central and Eastern 

Europe also "are linked by a common history" and ~pefor a destiny of unity and solidarity" for the entire continent. 

"ChrlsUanlty has helped to form a conception of the world and of humanity which today remains as a fundamental 

contribution, over and above any divisions, weaknesses and even abandonment by Christians themselves,'" he said. 

This concept Includes· a respect for physical life, which leads to the development of science and technology, and 

a respect for the dignity of the Individual person, which Is the basis for human freedom, he said: 

Pope John Paul praised the 1950 Human R!ghts Convention, saying that .. the member states have sought to tighten 

their union around the highest prfnclples and values of European tradition." 

He also raised other Issues which, he said, demanded the Council's attention, particularly the fate of the European 

family. 

Economic pressures and a devaluation of familial love weaken the famlly bond, the pope said. 

"Therein lies a real danger, for the family Is being destablllzed and Is disintegrating, " he said. "Falling populatlon 

trends are a sign of a family crfsls which gives cause for concern." ·-Despite government efforts to boost France's birth rate, It contln.ues to be well below the 2.1 babies per woman of 

childbearing age which is necessary for maintaining the nation's· eurrent population levels. 

" Europeans must restore to the family Its value as the key ele~ent In social life" and "create conditions favoring 
Its stability," ha said. 

The pope also encouraged the council to address the ethical Issues raised by new blo-medlcal technologies. 

"In setting limits of an ethical nature on man' s action, your lnstltutl~n will fulfill Its role of crftlcal conscience In the 

service of the community," he told them. 

The pope recalled Europe' s missionary and colonfal past and ·called for a renewed sense of responsibility toward 

the Third Worfd. 

"For centuries Europe played a considerable role In other parts of the world," the pope said. While not always show· 

Ing "Its best side," Europe "did happily share many of Its longstanding values," he said. 

Today Europe must accept Its .. responsibility" toward the Third Wortd, as well as welcome those who come from 

the Third Wortd to the First Wortd as Immigrants. 

The seriousness of one's "desire for peace and understanding may be seen In the quality of the welcome afforded 

to anyone arriving from elsewhere, be he a partner from the outset or someone compelled to seek refuge, .. he told 

1he Council. 

- He also said Christians must show respect for other religions present In their regions. 

In many European countries, resentment toward foreign workers, many of them Moslems, has become a political 

Issue. The rightist National Front Party In France has urged the expulslon of non·natlonals and Immigration barriers 

In recent elections. 

Following the address to the Council of Europe, he traveled 200 yards to the adjoining Palace of the Rights of Man 

to address the Human Rights Commission and Court. 

He strongly praised the human rights organizations as a "unique judicial reality In lntematlonal law." 

The pope described the court as "the epitome of a juridical system that guarantees the preeminence of the rule of law." 

END 
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PQMJSTIC fYEWS 
10-lHI 8HO 
Bernardin describes new appreciation for Jesus• Jewishness 

B)' Wlllmar Tborkel1011 
RNS Cortt1po1d111t 

ST. PAUL. Minn. CRNS) - A dramatic thlft In New Teatament 1cbol1nhtp haa begun to 
rQtore Jeaua and llla me1111e to lta or!1tnal Jewllh milleu, Cardln&l J01epb Bernardin atld In 
a lecture here. . 

'.fhe Roman Catholic archbi•hop of Chicago aald thl1 recent tranaformallon re1ardln1 
Jaus' tlea with Judaism "carries far·reachln& impltcatlons not only tor blDllcal interpretation 
but alao for contemporary theology, religious education, spirituality and worship." On a 
related topic, the cardinal addressed Jewish fears t~t the Catholic Church seeks to 
"univenalJze" the Holocaust, stating that the church has begun stru111in1 with the fact that 
prominent Catholics were among th" perpetrators of the Holocaust. 

The growing con.liensus, he said, lnvolves theie conclusions: 
- "The movement begun by Jesus which grew tnto the Christian chu.reh can best be 

described as a reform movement within Judaism during his own lifetime. There is little 
evidence during this formative period that Jesus and his disciples wished to break away from 
their Jewish context. 

- "The missionary movement launched by Paul, as Paul himself understood it, was 
essentially a Jewish mission which intended to include the Gentiles as an interral part of the 
divllle summons to the people of Israel. 

- "At the same time, there were conflicts between Jesus and certain Jews. Moreover, 
the majority of lhe Jewish people and their leaders did not belie~e i:o Jesus, and this strained 
their relalionshlp ·With his dilciplea. 

- "Nevertheless, church and syna1ogue began gradually to walk their separate ways 
only alter the conclusion of the first Jewish war with the Romans. Prior to that, Je!.'U!f' 
disciples did not demonstrate a self· understandin.: of themselves ,as members of a religious 
community stand!bg over against Judaism." 

Cardinal Bernardin said that when Catholics read the narrative of the Council of 
Jerusalem in the Book of A.eta, tbey tend to identify fully with tbe Apostle Paul in his dispute 
with Peter, James and the Jewish-spirited Jeruaalem church. 

.. But the enhanced appreciation of Jesus' positive Jewish ties now prompts ua to take a 
aecond look at the passage and its historical context," the cardinal said. "From the new . 
perspecUve, it now appears that Peter and James were trying to hold on to something very 
important, however inadequately they made their case ... 

cardinal Bernardin said the severing of all constructive llnlcs with Judaism "had the 
effect of deadening an Important dimension of the church's soul. It Is this buried heritage that 
Pope John Paul has brought to our attention on numerous occasions during his pontificate." 

In his lecture at the College of St. Thomas, Cardinal Bernardin also discussed the role 
of Hebrew Scriptures in the Catholic Church; tbe "sense of a special. deep bondl.ng" between 
the church and the Jewish people; and Ule 1lgnilicance of tbe Holocaust, .. about which some 
tensJon remains in our relationship ... 

He tald there has been a "gradual but pentatent 1hift Jn emphalll away from the 
viewpoint Ulat recarded the Hebrew Scriptures 1Jmplf •• backiround for under1tandln1 the 
New Tesument." 

. Jn it• place, the carclinal said, "bu com• an em•raln1 aen1e that the bookt of the 
Htbrew Bible are worth 1tudytng in their own rl1bt1 apart from whatever le1ltJmate inalihtl 
Uley may ofter us Into the meanln1 of Jaus' me and mlulon." 

Cardinal Bernardin aald there la 1 1rowln1 reco1nltlon ••that without deeJI lmmerston 
into Ult 1pirlt and texts of the Hebrew Scrlpturea, Chri1tlan1 experience an emaciated versaon 
of CbrlltJan 1plrltu11lty and know but a very truncated version of Juus' full rellalous vlslun." 
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The cardinal said the Cathollc: Church'• renewed 1pprecJ1Uon of "the thorouihly Jewilb 
context of Jesus' preaching and ministry" hae ltd the church to a reconsideration of how lt 
expresses its relationship with Judaism . 

.,It ii no secret that many of our past formulations have seriously distorted the role of 
tbe Jewish people in human salvation," he said. "These diltortlona undoubtedly played a role 
in the penecuUons b,orne by Jewish communities .in 10 many parts of tbe world and tra1lcally 
helped provide a seedbed for Christian collaboratlon with the fundamentally antl-rellgious · 
pbilosphy of Nuism. 

"Now all that is beginning to change as individual Christian theologians, church leaders 
and official ecclesial documents challenge this long•11tandin1 theoJoa of tot.I Jewish 
displacement from the process of s_alvation after the coming of Jesus. The prevalent 
•supe~ionist' approach to Judaism on the part of much of classical Christian theology is 
being replaced by a theology of covenantal partnership. 0 

Cardinal Bernardin credited the impetus given to the new theological understanding of 
the Christian-Jewish relationship by Pope John Paul II. He cited the pope's stress on a 

. ., •.. -.. . ~..:~··"spiritual bond~' . linking the chu.rc-h to the people luael, his focus on the 11Uvlng heritage" of 
-Judaism in which Christians share by reason of tbe inherent bond with the Jewish people and 
his constant insistence on the permanent validity of the original divine covenant with Israel. 

Regarding the Holocaust, the cardinal raised two issues: 
- The feeling amon1 some within the Jewish community that the Catholic Church, and 

Pope John Paul JI in particular, is "universalizing" the Holocaust or tryln1 to take away 
Jewish specUicity. 

- Tbe concern of some within the Jewish community that the Catholic Church is tryin1 
to "appropriate the Holocaust, to turn it into a monument to Catholic martyrdom." 

Cardinal Bernardin said he was ready to repudiate any effort to "place Christians 
esclusively within the vktim category, glossing over collaboration (with the N~zis) by church 
members and offi~ials." 

He said the church is trying to grapple with the Holocaust in its own unique way 
"because, unllke the Jewish community, baptized Catholics were not only among its victims 
but also prominent among its perpetraton." 

.. ~ . . . ·· ...... •"". 
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4T AUDIENCE Oct. 5, 1988 (510 words) ' . 

/"' . ~ATICAN CITY (NC}- Here ls the text of Pope John Paul ll's remarks In English at his weekly general audience Oct. 5. 

Continuing ~u~ ~a.techesls on Chrjst.'s s~vtng death~~- the cross, the.,.qu.e~t.!on !Vt'l.lch.~~·-ul!c o~r;~~-lve~ today con­

cerns his personal awareness of the redemptive value of his death. How clearly did Jesus perceive his vocation to offer 

his llf e In sacrifice for the sins of the world? 

The Gospels show that even before opposition to his ministry grew up around him, Jesus was conscious of the "bap· 

tism" of blood that awaited him. On one occasion he said: "the Son of Man has not come to be served but to serve 

....,; to give his life In ransom for many." Many oiher sayings also clearly indicate that Jesus was aware of h!s lmpend'ing 
. . . 

death, such as when he. speaks of the days "when the bridegroom Is taken away from them. and then they will fast 

in that day." 

With the disciples, Jesus uses a "pedagogy" that reveals to them little by little the death that awaits him. Precisely 

at the Important moment when the apostles come to recognize him as the Messla.h, _he speaks to them for the first 

time of his passion and death (cf. Mk 8:31). When Peter refuses to accept this, Jesus reveals how fully he had identified 

himself with his sacrlflclal death. He warns that Peter's way of thinking Is not God's way. 

We may also add that when Jesus speaks of his passion and death, he also refers to his resurrection, thus \lndertin· 

ing the salvlflc quality of his sacriflce. This is the path which the disciples and the entire church must follow: the passage 

from death to new life In God. The "sorrows" of those who share the cross of Jesus will "turn to joy." 

I extend a special welcome to the new students of both the Pontifical Irish College and the Venerable English College. 

I am sure that you wlll make full use of the opportunity that Is yours In pursuing your eccleslastlcal studies In the city 

of the apostles Peter and Paul, not only to acquire a profound knowledge of the academic subjects you will study- In 

preparation for your future ordination to the priesthood, but even more importantly to strengthen your Christian faith 

and your love of the church. I Invoke God's specla~ blessings upon you and your superiors, as you work together in 

the demand~ng task of your priestly formation. 

I welcome the study group from the Church of Sweden, the Lutheran study group from Oslo and parishioners of Tyr· 

vaa in Finland. I look forward very much to visiting your countries In June of next y~ar, and I pray that my visit will further 

strengthen the already deep bonds of understanding and ecumenical collaboration that exist between us. 

I greet the pilgrims from Erle accompanied by Bishop Murphy. the priests and people of the Diocese of Paterson 

accompanied by Bishop Aodlm~r, . and the groups from the Diocese of Rochester and the Archdiocese of San Fran­

cisco. Upon all the Engllsh·speaklng visitors I Invoke the grace and peace of Christ. 

END 



SPOTLIGHT 

TiiE ST A TE of rellliona between 
Jews and Chrillians, tenuous at the 
best of limes, ii going through a new 
crisis 11s a result of the intifada, 
p:oirticularly the way it is reported in 
the Weslem world. 

JERUSALEM POST Oc.t. l, 1988 .... 

Intifada and 
interfaith 

Christian-Jewish relations have been 
affected by the intifada, Haim Shapiro · 
found at a recent interfaith conference. 

"·-· .. ·: ·""'.··· 

baaed upon the admonition. to 
Mosca that no man could look upon 
God'• face and live. 

Each of ua, each tradition, he 
1uggested, had its own 1piritual 
e•perience. 

"Considering that a penon may 
be wrong in describing their 
encounter wllh God and the 
meaning derived from It, there 11 

· also the truth that even If ono 11 
right, our experience and word• are 
at be1t Incomplete, finite and 
partial. Tiie mysteriou1 God can 
never be fully comprehended .... Tiie 
infinite God can be 'iiewcd from an 
Infinite amount of penpectivn, 
each of which mUlt be u ultimately 
ciorrect u the othen. 

This was the: view of several of 
those involved in interfaith work, 
who au ended the recent c:olloquium 
of the International Conference of 
ChriMians and Jews in Montreal. As 
if hy common consent, the nine• 
morith-long upriAing of Arabs in the 
1eni1ories was never discuned in 
any o f the oren sessions, hut ii hung 
like 11 ~pc:clre over the procecdinp. 
. " I have heard people in church 
circles state viewpoint~ that hadn't 
hcc:n heard in 30 to 40 ,YHn," Or. 
John BerthronR. interfaith dialogue 
secretary of the United Church of "IF THIS POSITION 1ound1 
Canad11 told Thr Juusaftm Post. relatlviatlc ... that is becautc: it i1. 

..pedllly after the Shoah, thi1 11 a 
lip not to dnpair, to have hope." 
he said. "After the Shoah ft have a 
raponlibility to be in solidarity with 
the Jewish People and the S111e of 
Israel." 

Referring to relations be1ween 
Juda lam and Chrbtianity, he 
pointed out that lhtse arc: not 
aymmetrical, that Oiristianity was, 
In a sense, theologically dependent 
on Judaism, while there was no such 
dependence on the part of Judaism. 
Morc:nver, Christians had to 
enmine their own faith in the light 
of the Holocaust. 

"No longer can Christians claim 
that Chri11ia nity ~upenedc:d 
Judaflm, for theological, as well as 
historical reasons," he said. "After 
the Shoah, we need lo recognlte 
f1rael and Its spiritual existence, as 
well u Its physical uistcnce." In lh~ late: spring, he said, he had Rela1!~i1m i1 not ~articularly 

ticgun noticing that the "use: or app~ahng to the f~1thful ~f a .. 
mi~~~c of very legitimate questions parllcular com~umty for 1t 11 FOR DUPUY, the v1stl of lhc Pope 
of P11lcs1inian rights had hccome a usually presented m s~~h a manner !~ the Rome synagogue had 
ha111llc fur attach on the Jewish as to render •II rehgiona II the abolished the: contrnveuy 1n 
c<'mmunity and the State of Israel." same. However, there ii a world of modem times." In the pHt, he said, 

llcrthrong noted that in an effort diffc:re!'c:e between thl~ JJC)Silion and the Church had a!wa~s adoplcd the 
to avoid the kind of Intra-church the d11m that many rehgaons may be way of cvangehza11on, but the 
cnnflict in which one 11roup equtlly valid or t~~· . . percentage of _Christians in the 
r~prc,cnu Jewish intcreAts and "The formc:rpos111on 1mphe11h11 world had no1 increased over lhe 
anolhcr 1hosc: of th·c Arabs, the there are no significant difrerc:ncc:a cenlurica and for that reason alone. 
~amc commillce in his church deals among religions. The laller Oirislians had lo quescion such an 
w11h dialogue with h<>th groups. maintains that there arc: .... These approach. They a lso had to 

Uut although a resolution on lhe may have nothing to do with recognize that spreading the feilh 
Middle' Eastpasscdcasilyatarecenl lhc:ological trulh, but much to do through political muns or 
church conference. another wilh the foundational event& and coloniution wa5 "easier than 
resolution, relaling to the Jewish upc:riencc:a upon which the depending on the lrulh." 
community, did not pau. lradition is built and the ongoing The ccntc:mporiry view wu 1l.11t 

"A lot of latent hostility came out • historical community which the: grace: of God works lhroul{h all 
on the backs of the Palestinians," he cele~r~~ that puticular (a\h." f:COP.lc:s:. and._ if there was a r11.i.~i.ci~, 
said. He was disturbed, he said, that . Within thla relativism, J01c:l>b 1tlll ct w111 to be pr~nl among all 
the.re w~ no lo.ngc:r . ·~~ .. balance ' put forward two criteria for viewln1 ~lc:s and to serve them. For 
wh1~h ht! 99Jl!!Ntloe wu to h!Y@ . the tNlh of the religioua l)'llcm. Chr11tlan1, he 1uggc:11c:d, there 
established. "One vo~ 11 tic:11rd co Chri1ti1n1 h11d co lnd11de the Slate ,world whk:tt ba brought IO mlKh The first, he 1Upted, might be ml&tll bCI two ways, the Jewlah way 
the eulusion of othen," he aaid, of Israel, that Chriatians could not auffc:rina on the Jewa. "theolofcal humllity ... uclf.cridcal ua the Oiriatlan way. This, he 
adding thll he: wu nervous that 1uch prc:aumc: lo e11ablish a aincerc: In C1uiadua • drda chen are remt!ftlt1on of the finite nat11ro of augated wryly, ia perhaps "less 

· issuca were being u~.as allacb on rol~tlo.nahip with Je~a with.out Indeed lhoH who' aeo any any h~!"ll" 11ndefttanding of lhc: ~ndalo'!!lnlheeyc:eofOodthan ii 
the Jews of Canada. 1alung mto account Jewiah fc:c:hnp "d'alogue" u a means of brinaina divine. lbo other, be said, ciould " for ua. 

Dr. Simon Schoon, who heads the: toward the Jewish 1tatc:. "Now they th 
1 

message of Jc:eus to the Jews nd refer to the: tnita which Judai&m Bui fnr many of those ac1ive in 
'."-nociation of Christiana and Jc:wa . say, 'ul'1 le~ve. Israel .~' of i.~~'. .. " .. ~,.,,:'! .regai!l l:llY.:.~. ~b rc:copiz.ed u divine - graci &be: ICCJ, thue ia ,.a'! ::~~dad 

. 1n. llolland,. told TM,POM that 0-· ~ aaid • ..1""'t°·"' "" ; ~:~ .. ,. .. .• CtnUtlant '/1'8t''ftr1Mft,. . . M.-.., 
intifada hasaffected dialogue, but in On fhe \;hriallan aldo, he mc:ua 81 the rejectiOll or 

1 
buie encount11re them, ' we re wortd. orpnwtton has shown, 

way.a which are not lmmediat~ly described 1peallie1.1o groupi in lc:net':f Chrlauanlty. Indeed, c:noounterlnatbePsacnce,~ flt over the put few yc:an, a cenain 
obv101U. For many years, he: said, Qermany whose ftelcng, spoken or bel' ven on both sides have often be outalde our community. . ambivalence over Including 
many Dutch Chri.stlans had seen Implied, seemed to be that "now lhe . d!:.led thll they regard interfai&h Father Bernard Dupuy, former Moslc:ma in ill dlsawiona, although 
hrael u a aort of ideal. "Suddenly Jews arc: u bad u we are." · ~ 1 

1 rnl9e ·f th . ac:cretary of the Conference of. It hu aonc: on record u wilhing to 
all that fell down." The interfaith movement, In sai;:.~huaccmpro 0 cu CathollcBllbopsofFrancc,1tartlcd reach.out to lllam. 

Now, he added, l1nic:li1 say that which the: ICCJ hu been In lhe own t • his l111enc:ra by lc:lling a quationer If Jewiah-Chriscian dialogue hu 
they want to be treated like: any forefront In the -40 yews 6f ill The difficulty of auc:h objections · thatthetimc:bad,perhapt,oomefor been ac:c:n as Jewhh·Cathollc 
other ccunlly, but It wu Israeli c:xillenc:e, hu always faced a certain wu recogniud In Ibo clloice of the &he Catbollc Church lo take dlalope, it la not without rc:ason. 
hGJbtuo which helped to mate the degree of opposition from Jewa who theme of the coUoquium: ''Tbe One theolo1lc1l reco1nillon of the Since Vatican II , the Catholic 
origin1I image of Israel u a ciountry fear that Christians who wiah to talk Way and the Many .. Way a." ooncepl of the establishment of Oiurch bu made audt tremendous 
which could do no wrong. about "inlc:rfalth" arc really Speaking from an Orthodox Jowilh. · lanc:I Ii "the beairining of ·our .. propaa that It has all but left most 

miulonarles, or Jewa who •imply vic:wpoinl, llabbi Howard Joseph of redemption." of .the Protc:alanl churchc:a far 
JEWS, TOO, had ea.Id In the pul don't believe there i• any poinl In Montreal'• Spanish and Ponugunc: "fffsaytbaldlelngathcrfnalathe behind. It It a progrea1, aome 
that any Interfaith di1C11uton with foritln.11 linb with a non-Jewish Congregation, . augeated a view boginnin1 of rc:domptlon, then, (C....... • .... U) 



SPOTLBGHT 

INTERFAITH 
(Contlnutd from Pagt II) 

Protestants have noted envious!~. 
that can be achieved by a church 
which finds it euy to speak with one 
voice. 

IT WAS IN TIUS atmosphere that 
,oeatricc Webb, aulhor, Methodist 
lay-preacher and former director or 
religious programming for the BBC, 
spoke of a dialogue "or the heart 
and not of the head," the balancing 
of a deep and specific Christian faith 
with a real desire to reach out 
heyond her own tradilion and share 
1he spirilualily or olhers. 

It was a oommunality of raith, she 
suggested, in contrast with those of 
no faith. Describing a joint 
pilgrimage to Israel which she took 
with Jews, Christians, Moslems, 
1 lindus, Sikhs and a Rastafarian she 
noted lhat, al the end of each day, 
the participants found 1hcmaelve 
apologizing for the hurt that 
mrmbcB of their own faiths had 
cau~d lo lhe other participants In 
the pilgrimRge. 

Webb, who "oonfessed" that for 
27 years she had been engaged by a 

mlss19nary organization, aeemed to 
be making a valiant and auatained 
effort to go beyond an earlier f&th 
which saw a need to bring a 
particularistJc message to mankind. 
In her call for recognition of the 
divine In all of us, she seemed to 
suggest ·that the "salvation." ot 
dialogue wu a social one, "a IOCiety 
where jwticc and peace will Indeed 
embrace one another and God's 
Shalom rule on earth." 

But the question remains as to, 
whether such gatherings of good· 
hearted people are only just that, a 
spiritual jam session where those 
who believe in tolerance and good­
will can gather to recharse their 
spiritual balleries. One indication 
that, dC$pite the fine sentiments: all 
is not as it should be came with the 
disclosure chat the Israel Interfaich 
Association (llA), the local 
member group in the ICCJ, is in 
serious financial difficulty. 

Indeed, much of last year the 
organization was functioning 
without an office after ii lost its lease 
when it no longor had the funds for 
the rent. Joseph Emmanuel, 
director of the llA, told Tltr l'OJI 
that in the pHI most of the financial 
aupport had come from abroad, but 

this had dwindled aa a tauJt of the · "wa~ of oducatiOn for co-eaiatence. 
political situation In luael. . 1'hC intifada, Emmanuel said, had 

Much of the fo'relgn;fNPPcM tiair dbt made . it hinter to .. hold auch 
«lOme in the form of kfanti. from seminars • . On : ih~ contrary, he 
foreign churches,· especially in added, if anything, the Arab 
Holland, Gennany and the U.S. In educators now viewed it aa more 
each such church, there ,were important than ever before to find . 
elements which favoured lsra~I and ways of Increasing undentanding 
others which favoured the between Jewa and Arabs. 
Palestinians. When the general Another bright spot in a generally 
climate became unfavourable to gloomy spectrum was the 
Israel, then support for Israeli establishment of a young leadership 
groups, even those engaged in programme, similar to that set up by 
creating understanding between member organizations around the 
groups, dried up. world. Thia initiative had oome on a 

TI-IE FINANCIAL troubles were 
accompanied by irnorpcnonal 
difficulties and at least .one very 
prominent figure in the interfaith 
field had threatened to resign from 
lhe organization. An effort was 
being made to bring new people into 
the leadership. 

Despite these difficultlea, and 
despite 1he general atmosphere in 
which it seemed more difficult lhan 
ever to establish trust between 
various groupa, the UA has 
continued Its work. Thi• Included a 
aemlnar thl.• summer for cler1Y from 
Third World oountriea and seminara 
for Jewish and Arab educators on 

world level as a result of the 
realization that many M those 
involved in the interfaith m·ovement 
were concerned as a resulc' of their 
own memory of the Holocaust, 
while those without such memories 
seemed less oonccmed. 

Ohe of the younger Israelis, who 
also took part in a special pre· 
convention programme, waa 
Mohammed Hourani , 34, an 
educator who Is involved in drawing 
up a curriculum for Moslems in 
IAraeli schoola. A etudenl of Moalem 
culture, who received his BA lind 
MA degrees from the Hebrew 
Univeralty, Hourani told Tht Pmt 
that he viewed himself as a religious, 

. ' 

but not a fundamentalist, Moslem. 
'" I ace myself living as a Moslem .. 

in'thle time," he said, adding that in 
hia home he had both a Koran and a 
television set and that he aaw no 
oonflict between the two. He added 
that his rclalions with lhe lcadis, or 
Moslem religious judges, in lsJael 
were good and that he had a 
common language with the officials 
of tht. Waqf, the Moslem religious 
trust, in East ~erusalem. 

A1 one of the few Moslems 
present in Montreal, Hourani felt 
that Islam had not been given the 
importance accorded Judaism and 
Christianity. Indeed, he questioned 
the effectiveness of a three.sided 
discussion. It would be better, he 
suggested, to engage in separate 
dialogues, between Judaism and 
Islam, Judaism and Christianity and 
Christianity and Islam. 

In hia own discus.,ions, Hourani 
said, the political question had not 
arisen, and he was happy that it had 
not. But because of the situation in 
Israel today, it was neces.,ary for 
Jews and Arabs to talk. not ju~t 
about religion, hut ahout a wide 
range of topic:s. 

"We can't live apa11. We have to 
talk to each other," he said. 
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October 16, 19BB 

Ecumenical Institute for Theologica~ Studies at Tantur 
P.O.B. 19556 
Jerusalem 

Dear Friend: 

Thank you for all the courtesies shown and insights shared when I made 
a courtesy call upon you last week. For me, the meeting was not merely 
useful -- it was enjoyable. 

I am glad to confirm the variety of servic~s available to you by this 
office and we will . await .your ple~sure . Meanwhile, because of your 
expressed interest in the subject, I enclose a copy of a recent 
background analysis written by· our c~lleague in the National Office, 
Gary W0lf, entitled "Religious Conflic.t Among .. Jews in Israel 

11
• 

Should you wish to pursue the subject further, I am at your disposal • 

.Many of us in Jerusalem who knew about you even before you came to 
this country · rejoice over your election' and we earnestly hope· that. 
Tantur, under your· leadership, will enfiance its ecumenical services 
in all directions. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. M. Bernard Resnikoff 

bee: iarrtes Rudin 
~arc Tan~nbaurn/George Gruen 

.. ... 
: : • l 

"'··· 

·:' . 
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SECRETARIAT FOR CATHOLIC.JEWISH RELATIONS 
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OCT i 4 1988 

MEMORANDUM 

T01 Jewish Representatives List 

PROM: Gene Fisher f..J 

RE: Enclosed Confidential Report 

At ltS September 25·26 meeting, the Advisory Committee to this Secretariat 
expressed serious conc;-erns about factual distortions ln recent Jewish statements 
~egardlng the Holy See. They felt we should share these concerns openly and 
directly with our Jewish friends and partners in the dialqgue, asking me to put them 
together In the attached confidential report. · 

Any comments or reactions you. may have will be welcome. 

Attachment 

CCS: Mr. Abraham Foxman 
Rabbi Ronald Sobel . 
Mr. EUe Wiesel 

EJF:mh 
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CONFIDENTIAL REPORT ON MISUNDERSTANDINm 

AND FACTUAL DISTORTIONS OP 

CATHOLI<rJEWISH R~ATIONS 

During Its annual meeting on September 25·26, 1988,- members ot the Advisory' 

Committee to the Secretariat tor Catholic-Jewish Relations o! the National Conference ot 
. \ . 

Catholic Bishops expressed concern over several distortions .or !act that appear to be ------------increasingly widespread in both the secular media and the Jewish community. The record, 
~ 

it was strongly felt by the Committee, needs to be clarified lest serious damage be done to 

Catholic-Jewish relations by such misinformation. 

The following examples summarizing the Committee's discussion are Illustrative only 

and not meant to ·be exhaustive of either the distortions or the pl.aces where they have 

appeared. They fall into four major categories. 

1. What D}d_Jhe Holy See Promise? 

a. The Distortions: An article in the Miami Herald, reprinted in various local 

editions o! The Jewish Week in mid-September, alleged that "a year later little progres~ has 

be~n made .in any of ••• the several promises "made by the Holy See to Jewish representa­

tives at their meeting with the Pope at Castelgandol!o In Septemb·er, 1987. The article 
' 

listed three promises: 

na plan to flght anti-Semitism around the worl~"; 

"a major statement on the Holocaust and ~e Church's role in it"; and 

"eventual recognition·of ~raeL" 

Similar statements have appeared ln editorials ln Jewish papers.. An undated press . : ' 

release issued by the Antf .. D~famation League of B'nal B'rlth which ~riv.ad on.the desks or 
several Advisory Committee· members on Rosh-Hashanah, concluded even more boldly that. 

"the Vatican Promises have not been kept." The ADL release inte~ified the existing 

contusion by declaring that there_ had 'been a Vatican commitment to establish a. "World 

Jewry Desk" in the Secretar[at o! State. 
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b. The Record! The official, mutually agreed upon press communique issued 

ln Rome on September 1, 1987, stated th«; "intention" of the Holy See's Commission for 
. . 

Religious Relations with the Jews "to prepare an of!icial Catholic document ~n the Shoah, 

the historical background o! antisemitism and its contemporary manifestations." Note that 

this Is one document, not two, and that it is to be a Commission document. No timellne was 

given, since the understanding was (and ls) that in preparation tor its draftinir the 

Commission will !irst engage in a series ot consultations on the Shoah with the Internati_onal 

Jewish Committee !or Inlerrellglous Consultations (LJCIC). The first or these consultations 

was to have taken place in December or 1981. It was postponed solely at the request of 

IJCIC and subsequently rescheduled tor this coming winter. ·since it was the Jewish side 

that requested the postponement, to accuse the Holy See ot tootdragging ls, at best. 

· - disingenuous and a severe distortion ot the tacts. Nor does the official communique 

mention anywhere any intention or commitment to establish a ttWorld J~wry Desk," stating 

only that ~future exchanges between IJCIC and the Secretariat ot State will be possible 

trom time to time." The putative "Jewry Desk" cited by ADL ls a figment ot the · 

imagination. Again, to cr'iticize the Holy See tor failing to live up to a non-existent 

~ . promise of whieh It was never even aware can hardly be said to be conducive to improving 

understanding. 

Regarding the ."recognition" issue. it should beiclear that the Holy See does recognize 

the State of Israel under lnt.erna.tional law. although, In the words ot"the official 

communique of September 1, 198'1. "diplomatic relations have not been perfected." The 

communique adds: "There exls~ no theologica~. !easons in Catholic doctrine that "./OUld 

-;_...,. inhlbit such relations, but there do exist some .serious and ~e~ol~ed problems In ~e area." 

What 'transpired, then, was a ·clarification, not a "promise." 

2. What Really Happened In Austria! 

::." . 

a. The Distortions: What many In the Jewish community seem to have 

derived from the various· media reports is that the. Pope almost totally ignored Jewish 
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sensitivities and concerns, and tailed even °to ment{on that Jews had died at Mauthausen" 

(Washington Jewlsh_Wee& June 30, 1988)." Mr. Abraham Foxman of ADL ln a June 24, 1988 

press release upped the ante and distorted the context by stating that the Pope "did not 

<' mention Jews in hts lls~ng ot the Nazls' vlotln\$.11 (As the record shows, below, there.!!!! 

no such Usttng.) Mr. Elle Wiese~ in an article !or .the New York Post on Ju.ne 28, 19.88, 

characterized the Po"e'$ visit to M&othausen concentration camp as a 11refusal to 

acknowledge , •• that Jews were kllledtt there, and severely criticized the Pope tor not 

':a:;.- lnvftlng a mln~n ot Jews with him to Mau.thausen "to recite the Kad~ tor the Jewish 

viotlms, even as he sald Christian prayers for the others." 

b. The Reoord: The Pope met with J~wlsh leaders In Vienna just prior to 
' • • I 

vbltlng Mauths.usen and there spoke movingly of h1s "memories ot the Shoah, the murder or 

millions or Jews in camps or destruction," o! "the suf!ering and martyrdom or the Jewish 

people,11 and or Judaism as a "constant progression In faith and obedience Jn response to the 

loving call of Ood." Jq point of fact the Jewish lea~ers decli~ed the opportunity to Join with 

.-::::;- the Pope at M~thaus~n, though thi_s was o~en to them, accord{ng to those:lnvolved in the 

pre-1lslt discussions such as Dr. Luu Ehrlich of B'nai B'rith Europe~ ·who stated thls publicly . 

at a ~'nal D'rlth International meeting 1n Washington, D. c. on September 31, 1988. 

Further, the Pope stopped specifically at the memorial to Mauthausen's Jewiah victims, 

' praying there, "Never again! Net/er e.gatn!," as he had In Mlaml ln.1987, and continued the 

next day also to speak or the Jewish suftering of the Shoah ln general and at Mauthausen ln 
~· . 

parUcular. The Pope•s prayer-meditation at Mauths.usen dld not single out any one group 

(Sovlet prisoners ot war were the wgest single group ot vlottms of the c~mp), but included 

. all victims, Jews no less than Christi~ The lmpllolt noUon In Mr. Wiesel's allegaUon, 

since repeated, that Jews should OJ'li pray tor Jews and Christians onit for Christians ls an . 

extremely troubltnr one to _ th~ Advisory Committee. In his own su.mmary o~ his pastoral 

vi.slt, the P~pe slngled out only the Jewish vtcUms: "A visit to Austria •• ·• could not ran to 

make reference to the per$ec~tton; which claimed to many mtlllo~ of vlcUms, In particular 
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among the Jewish people" (Oeneral Audience, July 6, 1988). 

3. John Paul II on the Holocaust 

a. The Distortions: The September AOL release, Elie Wiesel's column, and 

numerous editorials in Jewish papers purport to find, in Mr. Wiesel's words, a "a pattern o! 

refusal to acknowledge not only that Jews were killed but that they were kllled because 

they were Jews" (New Yor}S Post, June 28, 1988). A Jewish Telegraphic Agency (JTA) 

article slmllarly stated that the Pope "rel)eatedly !ail~~ to mention Jewish victims dw-ing 

two visits to Auschwiu and a visit to Majdanek" (WJW, June 30, 1988). Again, the tactual 

distortion was quickly carried by the secular media to rhetorical extreme ln an editorial in 

the New York Pos.t tor June 301 1988 under th1e sensational headline,. "Revisionist at the 

Holy See," accusing the Pope or a "determination to advance a revisionist reading ot history 

••• first at Auschwitz then at Mauthausen." Since "historical revisionism" is well k~own a.s 

a mask !or contemporary neo-Nazi propaganda, this tn effect accuses the Pope, himself a 

vi~tim or Nazi oppression, o! being a neo-NazL While such a manifestly absurd charge · 

rebuts ltselt in the making and is clearly beyond the intent of Mr. Wiesel and the J.T~., it 

does illustrate where.rhetoric, unleashed Crom the restraints of respect tor accuracy, can 

lead. 

b. The Record: -In !act, th~xpllcltly refer to the Jewish victims 

ot A~schwitz during .his first visit there {n~ t Aus~hwitz today there is a row 

of -,~crlptions in stone in the vari~us languages ol the camp's victims. Kneeling before 

th-!m, the Pope satdi 

In particular I pause with you, dear participants tn this 
encounter, before the inscription in Hebrew. This inscription 
awakens the memory of the people whose sons and daughters 
were intended !or total extermination. This people .~J.WS its 
origins from Abraham, our tatth In !alth (ct. Rom; 4:12); as was 
expressed by Paul of Tarsus. The very people who received 
from God the commandment nThou shalt not kill" Itself experi­
enced in a special measure what Is meant. by killing. It is not 
permissible tor anyone to pass by this Inscription with ·. 
ind if r erence. 
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Oiven the Communist government's tendency to universalize the Holocaust, the Pope'~ 

trenchant insistence on the particularity ot Jewish suftering was i'ighUy perceived at the 

time as a major challenge to such appropriationist tendencies. 

At Majdanek, it is true, the Pope did not mention Jews. But then he did not list any 

otller group either. In tact, he did not make a statement o! any kind at all, but only prayed 

ln respectful silence, as has been confirmed 'from eyewitness accounts. 

Along this line, It has also been reported in some journals that a large Church has been 

built on the site o! the Sobibor death camp. In fact, a small chapel desecrated by the Nazis~ 

well away from the.site of the Sobibor memorial, was simply rebuilt.so as not to allow to 

N82lsm a posthumous victory over its victims. 

As !or the overall record a book edited by the author and Leon Kleticki of the ADL, 

John Paul II on Jews and Judaism {TJSCC Publications Office, 1987), includes profound 

renections on the Holocaust too numerous to cite here. Addressing both the Jewish and 

. . Catholic communities in Miami on September 11, 1987, the P.ope stated.: "We must reflect 

on the catastrophic event or the Shoah, that ruthless and inhuman attempt to exterminate . . 

the Jewish people In Europe an attempt that resulted in rrillllo~s of victims - 00 lncludi.ng 

women and children, the elderly and the sick - exterminated orily because they were.Jews" 
' 

{John Paul II on the Holocaust, Secretariat tor Cathollc·Jewish Relations, 1988). "Never 

again! Never agaln!,n the Pope said on that occasion. 

4. The Holy See and catholics in Amerlea 

The final Item. may be categorized as more a misunderstanding than a ractua~ 

distortion such as those desci:lbed above, though lt can have a similar e!f ect. 

a. Th~. Mlsunderstandtng seems to be that one can set up not only a 

disUnction but even an opposition between the Holy See and Catholi~s in- America, so that 

one can say the most negative things about the former while maintaining "bustness as usual" 

relations with the latter. Elie Wiesel, !or example, in his New York Post article, after · 

stating that the Pope's "misunderstanding tor llvfnar Jews ls as limited as his compassion for 

.-~-- -
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dead Jews," a· very serious charge, concludes that "the dialogue will continue ••• in spite of 

the Pope.n If the !acts In his article had been accurate, this statement might have been 

construed as admirable. But they were not. And once again, an op-ed piece, this time by 

C. C. Halevt in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch ot June 20, 1988, took this theme to its illogical 

conclusion, citing an ADL official as speculating on a major breach between the Holy See 

and "the American Catholic hierarchy" over Catholic-Jewish relations,. and concluding, in a 
~ . ,,, 

burst or rhetoric, th~t the Pope's action ttdtvides the Vatican not only from Jews, but from 

many Catholics and Protestants as well." 

b. The Reality of Catholicism, however, is somewhat more complex than 

Mr. Halevl's pronouncement of a virtual schism in the ranks between Rome and the U. S. 

bishops implies. While we Catholics are no less Cractlous a group, internally, than. 8.IlY 

other, as our history amply attests, and while we differ among 9urselves on many points, 
.. . 

including sorne related to the Holocaust, we are a community (or, more properly, a 

communion), and do not lightly split. The most recent, in fact was the first In-almost a 

century. It came, h.owever, Crom the opposite direction, with Archbish~p Leteb~re of 

- France going into schism, among other matters, because he considers the Pope too much of 

a Zionist. While such fantasies as Mr. Halevl's may be intended to natter Catholics in the 

U. s., the result is a serious mfsperceptton ot reality. It gives the appearance of tinkerin& 

around tn what we properly term Ute internal affairs or another religious communlty, 

Inventing non-existent divisions to exploit for one's own pW'poses. It is, to Catholics, 
.. . 

extremely distasteful and should, we believe, have no place in the public or private 

discourse between our two ancient religious traditions. 

Attachment: 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Eugene J. P'i$her 
Executive Secretary. 

List of Members o! the Advisory Committee 
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THE LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION 
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l l l 1 Gc :ir •-a 20 . s ... ·i11crlan d 

Telepho ne 91 61 11 Trio :!3 42 .l OI K CH' 

Cable Lll!THWO RL[I Gf.!"EVA 

October 20, 1988 

Dear Dr. Riegner, 

<H FICF 0 .. THf G t.Sl'k .. L HC'lffTA RY 

• t 2 c OCT. 1988 
~ 

n ~, Or. Gerhart Rieg 
Vorld Jewish Cong 

l 
ress 

P.O. Box 191 

1211 Geneve 20 

Greetings to you on behalf of General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett and 
colleagues on the LVF staff. 

As you knov, discussions have gone on in the LVF toward implementation of a 
concept mentioned between us several times in . the past: that a joint group on 
the "staff" leyel meet together regularly, perhaps annually, to discuss issues 
of common con~ern and hov they might best be addressed. From the side of the 
LVF that would be a newly-constituted staff committee vhich has been appointed 
to give us broader scope and greater flexibility in Jevish-Lutheran 
relationship. The relationship which has existed between IJCIC and the 
Department of Studies would not be ended; it would rather be amplified. The 
LVF staff group appointed by the Cabinet consists of: Eugene Brand, Satoru 
Kishii, Paul Rajashek.ar, Conny Sjoberg and myself in the chair. The General 
Secretary is an ex-officio member. 

The suggestion had come from the LVF's Advisory Committee for the Church and 
the Jewish people that staff participation be broadened to reflect the growing 
number of areas which bring Jewish and Lutheran people into contact . This 
includes, for example, expressing our mutual concern for security, 
reconciliation and peace in the Kiddle East addressing issues of anti-semitism 
wherever such manifestations appear in the world, and achieving a better · 
understanding of the nature of Zionism and the role of the state of Israel in 
global affairs. At the heart of our concern is a desire to cont inue efforts to 
tap the common biblical and theological heritage as the fundamental point of 
reference for building better understanding and relationships between Jewish 
and Christian people. As a vide range of LVF activities increasingly comes '. 
into contact with people of the Jewish community and issues of conce~n to 
world Judaism ve feel that it would be helpful to have a forum where such 
issues can be discussed on a consistent basis . Our present Advisory Committee 
of the Church and the Jewish People remains in existence and will be called 
upon to help plan future international consultations should they be 
recommended . 

Our question to you is whether IJCIC would be prepared to assemble an 
appropriate group for such regular meetings vith our staff committee. 

I will be pleased to hear hov you and your colleagues respond to this 

-



proposal. Perhaps ve should meet personally to discuss this in greater detail. 
It remains our hope that we might continue to broaden and deepen the good 
relations~ips vhich have developed through the years. 

Please convey special greetings to Professor Halperin. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Dr. Gunnar Staalsett 
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To: Prof, Leon A. ~aldman 

CONGRESO JUOJO MUNDrAL 

~OHC>ON W•V 7DX 7eoo• FtAA •• 
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5 pa1e1 

JBft\l~Al.llM 

"· e . • · • • •, 
"• lllO'flN•l911G O•._tU 
Tll•&PM.talt4•·1'114' 

C•neva, 16tk Novemb~r 1988 

I rnuet urge you to obtain at to-morrow's meeting of IJCIC a reaction 

in principl- to the off er mad~ by tbt luther~n World Federation of which 1 

gave yo~ a ~o~y 1n Sigtun4. so that w1 could respond. 

legards. 
Halp6rin 

I 

I 
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TO: 

fl\OM: 

• 

THU 

O~tober 20, 1988 

Fr Pier F. Fu1I1i~Salli · FAX (39-6) 6985378 
Commission for Religious Roelatt.ons With th~ JMts 
Vaticim C1ty 

Leon A. Fe ldrna 1a 

1 am ·pleased t <> adviue you that the letter of 
Hts Eminence C"rdin.11 WtUebrands, of October 10, 
1988 (J 371•M .. a) has bun received with thanks. 
A fon~l reply with deta1le will be forthcoming 
very noon. 

We she>uld like to ioforr~ you that ve are •c.cepting 
the di1tes February 20-2L•, 1989 for the next meeting 
of tht! :U.C. 'Ihe vent.u~, au proposed. at the last St:eeriug 
Commit t4ie meeting, would be .Zurich? 

We a:re1 also looking £-on.~E1rd to meeting you at Sigtuna 
l!lnd wtll dise1;.e11 furth er dt?tails with you. lJClC Will 
he rep:r:e:sented: by Pro.f. Jean Halperin, Rabbi Marc H. 
Taneo.b11um, and myself. :R11.bbi Dr ... Norman Solomon has 
mlso been invit~d. 

I n d1scuse1ons 1oi'ith .Dr. G .M. Riegner, we are accepting 
the pr·aposed dac.ea No\renbeir 21-24 for a vhit to the 
Secret.nriat whe11. the Cardinal and the Commission's 
E1taff 'Ifill be ,,1a1lable to J:ec:eive us. We will inform 
you of wh o will be C•:>min,g from out" . aide. 

Dr. G. H. Rieg1ner wi:Ll b1e tn touch vifch you to diacuu 
furthe:r details, 

Best w:lshes and 'Warmeet r~g&.rda. 

cc Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum • FAX (212) 319-0975 

C\'! Dr. G.M. Rit?gner • 1''AX OU (41-22) 333-985 

13:14:53 · G3 N0.01 ;~ 
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Cenire J or the Study of Judaism 
and {Jewis:h/(::'1-iristian 9<.ekitions 
Centr.;il House . .Selty Oak Colleges. Bristol Road. Birmingham !329 6LO. UK 

lelcphonc: (021 ) 472 4231 
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llJC TRAN~il'JISSION 

'Iotal pages i.ncl uding cover page: ( . 2. ] 

Date: 

/'l'O: 
l~rom; 

Hubject.: 

Il!essage: 

21 Oct:ob,~r 1938 

Dr Rie~Jn9r, Professor Halp~rin, WJC Geneva. 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaurn, Chairman, IJCIC 

Rabbi Dr Norman Solomon 

wee sw1:!den 

I received JErorn Le1on Feldmftr:·. ONLY THIS MORNING the first intimation 
of an invita"t.ion to the meeting wit:.:i the WCC in Sweden on 30 October. 
Does ISCIC not believe in advance planning? 

Certainly, I will not be able to g·o. However, I should. like you to 
have a c:opy of my :ceply tC> Feldman. 

"Thanks for your f.~.x .. I am off to Israel on Sunday, to East Germtiny 
on the second weak of nc.vember,. and in between l have numerous 
engagements to keE:!p tmd an ·establi E!hment to run. So I regret it will 
be quite impossible for n1e to c ome to Swsden. It might help in 
future if longer notic e c:o'.lld be gi'7en and financial arrangements 
spelled out. 

"The clr.af t document h.avi::iq been "J.eaked ·• te> me (from more than one 
source) I appe:nd a c •:>py of· the "b1.1siness" part of a letter addressed 
to one of the leakers. 

"Incidentally, you rneiy have rec:etved from my office a copy of my 
newsletter ENDS & ODDS No.37 with com..1tents on the Lambeth document. 
This was ba1~ed on an lncor:c:ec~ text, and I have now J;eprinted it with 
the correct te.>et. You will recei ''e this i n due course, but should 
you want i t soon just ask my secret ary for copies." 

l1irec1or ol the Cenlre: 

Rabbi Norman Solomon, M.A., Ph.D. 
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To: anon 

Thank you for wrlting to me about the statement of the WCC"s 
Consultation on the Church and the J"ewish P-eople. 

It contains some very f.ine material indeed. To save time I wil l not 
work through it praising its excellent features, but simply make the 
following critical remarks . 

1. 

1 

J, 

There should be clearer acknowledgement of what the Vatican 
Notes referred to ae: ·t:he 11 ongoing vitality of Judai rn" ... a 
point clearly expressE!d in f · an o t e ambeth document . 
One could i ndeed subflcribe to most of the WC docwnent whilst 
still maintaining thEt fiction of identifying Judaism with Old 
Testament theology, tile so- called "Law of Moses", on which the 
document harps sc1mewhat. Perrhaps lines 7 7 onwards of p. 3 could 
be developed or made more proroine,nt. -

T 111111 1 ·.n.-nmtrar' l~IQJ.t w1-r11 1.11., w~J ~n ""' tah tho dornmPnt ~I>[>f'Ulro 
t!4 10.!l opor.1 if I 't"irl'lDflll ii1 U1J.J..L ~· 't.8 ol\ J own .tu.: · d" ... _., ,.r .. '•J.'• 1.i:." , ~, 
Fl~ a Jew , may indeed call my own people to responc.l t.v wlu;:lL I 
deem their speci~l ,£.t:!r>l-'vi'•B1.r,,.i.U.t:.1ol.l , •• a.m..-..-. nnri ot.h'ili :JewP.o 
did. But: ar~ oul.t;lu~L i• eepeoi.'llly on~ wht1 in P1ome a9nse regarde 
himself as vt#:us I~rael, oan only adrlr.ass such a call to the 
111h1171'"' nf wh~I.. 1to re1prnR as I5J:ael. ! n other words / I do not 
believe it legitimate for cnristians ~'-' nt..lu.1..•:::o::1g Ai".y oall t...u 

._ l~T·~ tllpy 1ln not "9,.clrces at l.~Aat i?.tjually to Chriitians • 

.1'. fool i .t e~ f>Pnt. 1 ii J, l:.na't any duuw1u::sid.: nowadayn on Christ il'n 
TnMi&h rP1Htinn~ ~~~oqn1se the ~iga~tlc&nce ot fbLn"l Lo " 
major part of the c Jewish peop.J..e, J..11\;J.1.1ulu'=' L.l..... -.:.lL9i.•u11 
ctirnensions of that significance. Of course there is no reason 
for the wee o~rcine els~ l.u ..::xp:i.~ees their own tht?n1 ncri c:al 
views on the State of rs~ael ; indeed I feel it would be 
damaging i f they attempted to do so. What I ~ould love to see 
would be BiB opening "We rejoice in the continuing existence of 
the Jewish people . .•. and their return to their ancestral 

- homeland" . But thi11 may be askir.ig too much. Perhaps the 
recognit ion of "asymmetry" in 1 . 69 on p~Lge 3 could be 
developed, along the lines of the Lambeth document #4 to show 
that "Jewishness" ha:~ a sense of peoplehood, not just religious 
brotherhood, and thi::: is the roo"C of Jewish attachtnent to the 
Land of -=...fgael, whi•::h also has a ·theological dimension etc. 
This would not be ''lery good, eepeciall~earing in mind the 

~
c 's poor record o:n Israel r but at least people would not be 

ble to dismiss the document (as many Jews undoubtedly 
herwise would} because it ignores the significance of Israel. 
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TANENBAUM Nov. 2, ,1988 (150 words) 

RABBI TANENBAUM TO BE INTERNATIONAL CONSULTANT to JEWISH 'coMMITTEE 

NEW YORK (NC).- Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum wlll become the American Jewish Committee's International consul• 

tant, leavfng his current po~ftlon as t~e committee's director of lnternatlonal nlatlona. 

A prominent "gure In Jewlsh·Cathoifc relatlons, he hea~ed the International relations department for five years. For 

23 years prior to that, he was the agency's national director of lnterrellglous aff alra • 

. As International consultant he wffl continue his Involvement In several projects he has Initiated, Including relations 

with the Vatican, but he will focus on writing, lecturlng, teaching and working on world refugee concerns and hunger 

and human rights Issues. 

The American Jewish Committee presented him with a farewell citation Oct. 30, noting his 27 years of "pathbreaking 

service" to the committee and 35 years of .. dedicated leadership on behalf of American Jewry," referring to his in· 

volvement In the 1950s with the Synagogue Council of America. 

ENO - · 
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November 7, · 1988 

PLEASE NOTE: IMPORTANT 

THE NEXT 
THURSDAY 

ET . WILL INDEED TAKE PLACE 
17 - 10:30 A.H.- 1:30 P.M. 

..._~~ ........ 7'11';~w~ill be served 
SCA Off ices 

The agenda will include the following: 

1. Report on wee consultation on the Church and 
the Jewish -people, held last week in Sigtuna, 
Sweden. Dr~ Leon Feldman and Prof. Jean Hal­
perin represented the SCA and IJCIC, respec­
·tively. 

2. . Preparation for the scheduled informal meet­
ing with Cardinal Johannes Willebrands and 
the Commission staff at the Vatican on .Nov . 
21-24, 1988. 

3. 

The proposed items for discussion are: 
a. Removal of Carmelite Convent from Ausch­

witz . 

b. Consultation on anti-Semitism and im­
plications for the Shoah ~ scheduled for 
Feb. 20-24, 1SS9 in Zurich (?) 

c. Miscellaneous items. 

Two historians who are experts on the history 
of anti-Semitism and the Shoah, will brief us 
at this meeting. 

PLEASE CALL THE SCA OFFICE IMMEDIATELY WITH YOUR 
ATTENDANCE PLANS. (212) 686-8670 
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To: Members of IJCIC 

From: Leon· A. Feldman 

Re: Lambeth Document 
Background to Resolution 21 

Date: November 9, 1988 

Enclosed is the full te~ of Lambeth 
Document, recently adopted by the Angiican Com­
munion, dealing with "Jews, Christians and Mus­
lims: The Way of Dialogue." 

·This document has been made available to 
us by Dr. Norman Solomon of the Centre for the 
study of Judaism and Jewish/Christian Relations, 
Birm~ngham, U.K., who served as a participant­
observer at Lambeth. 

Please read it carefully and be prepared 
to discuss its contents at our forthcoming 
meeting •. 

REMINDER 

Next IJCIC Meeting 
Thursday, Nov. 17, 1988 
10:30 - 1:30 
Off ices of the Synagogue -Council 
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165 East S61:· S1rcet 
New YOttt. N_. . tOOU 

8"nd a•rta-
1640 lhode lsl•ncf Ave.. •.v. 
Washington. OC: ZOOl6 

The tsracl lAccrfalcb 
Aasocl•cl­

r.o.a. 713' 
.JCNHl- ,\.011. ln'•cl 

Syna5109uc Councll of Ameftc:a 
327 Leaington Avt:IWO 

New Yo"'- N. v . 10016 

Wol1d Jewish Cong,.css 

501 Madison Avenue 
. New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dr. Leon A. Feldman 
Consultant 

Jnter11atio11a! !fcwisk e(J111lf1ittcc 
OH 

]Htcrrcf igio11s eo11s11/tatio11s 
November 10, 1988 

Dear IJCIC Member: 

Enclosed are the following items for your information: 

L. Johannes Cardinal Willebra~ds' lecture delivered 
at the Malcolm Hay Memorial at Aberdeen University 
(Oct . 17, 1988) and under the auspices of the Institute 
for Jewish Affairs-WJC,London (October 18, 1988) res­
pectively, entitled "The Church Facing Modern Anti• 
Semitism." 

2. Johannes Cardinal Willebrands' remarks at the presentation 
of the book Fifteen Years of Catholic-Jewish Dialogue, in 
Rome, March 22, 1988, entitled ''Relations between the 
Church and Judaism: History. Themes, Perspectives." 

.3. Carlo .,~. Martini's paper "Christianity and Judaism: 
An overview," (n.d. ) 

4. News item re Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, culled from 
~C -NEWS SER.VICE, November 2. 1988. 

REMINDER! 

NEXT MEBTDlG OF IJCIC ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER ·L&, 1030-12.30 
in the offices of the Synagogue Council. Lunch will be served. 

Please make evei:Y effort to attend this important meeting. 

We would appreciate your tel. 686-8670 to indicate your 
at-tendance .since lunch has to be prepared. 



J11terJlaflt1Ha/ !Ji.~l-Visft et1Jflfl1iftet 
Off 

J11tcrtclfgious eo11s11/t11tio11s 
Nov . 'rO, 1988 

Fax to: 011 - 39;6-6985378 

Rabbi Marc H. t'anen'baun 
Chairll\an 

AMC:.AICAN 'SECRETARIAT: . 
s,. .... 5109~ C::oUf'lctl •• 11.mcne. -
J.?7 \,c;aingto " Avon!JO 

Nc-w YO"', N , Y. 100 I& 

T'el.: f212l ~~&570 · 

EVROPEAN Sl!C:R~TA~LIA.T: 

w ..... Jc~"" c ... ,,~ .. 

f r . Pier F. Fum.~galli 
Commiss ion for Rellgious Re ~ 6tions 
~1i t h the Jews 
·vati.can City 

rJou ld appreciat1~ )'Our infofming L'S a.s soon as po~:sible regarding 
dat~s and timetabl~ of mee~ i n~s with Cardtnal Wtllebrand and with 
members of C~;mmi ssion and SE:·c:ret1~riat as agreed upon in recent 
E~xc tianges of corre !.p.::indenc-2 r.rrd cc,nvHrsatlon in Si gtuna. 

. 1··--
,,.,.,....,,,.:.;_~~~.:;.. . 

' Ave do V••cmbc 
•Zt 1 Cone-we: 20. Swit~C'bnd 
Tet: (022J 311 tl 2S 

~Isa wou ld wel come l3test i~formation regard ing decision 6n Ca~melite 
convent. 

COHSTITUT'EN'f ACENC111:S: 
Aft\anean J( wist\ Conunltt•• 
16S fast $<.· St•CC1 
N-YC>B, H . • . 10022 

..... •• ,.,ti\ 
1640 RJlodc lsl...O A~ •• :IC.V. 
II.sh( "!lton. CC ZC03' 

'11\• bC'•cl tac~d•ttch 
•••oct•cl•lft 

t' .o.a. 17l9 

Also wou ld need to k1ow atout po5~ibi l ities of other meetings 
requested. 

Dr . · G.M. Riegn~r -
Ra.bbi Marc H. Tannenbaum 

Fa:c 
Fa:<: ::::::.~::.::~ 

:)27 l..e.d~10C1 Altf:l\UO -------------

011·41-22-333-985 
\ :212) 319-0975 

N4W Yor\. N.Y. •ooul 

WotCd Jttwi~ Co4\g1cn 

501 Madhon Avc~nua 
New .York, N.Y. 10022 

Dr. Leon A. Feldta.an 
Conaultant 

11-11-88 THU 13:21 :33 G3 *~ **** 

... _ ... 
. ....... 

: . . 
. . -· 



Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Chairman 

AMERICAN SECRETARIAT: 
Synagogue Coundl ol Amcric. 
327 '-citington AvCftuc 
New Yorti. N.Y. IOCJ16 
Tel.: (2t21 GSG.-8670 · 

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT: 
World .lcwish Congress 
I Rue: CIC Varc:mbe 
•ZU GC'\CTC 20. S-'lletbnd 
Tet.: (OZ2J 34 13 ti 

CON'STITUTENT AGENCIES: 
Amcric:.an .lcwish Commillcc 
165 East S6t!· S1reet 
New Yon. N ••. 10022 

8"nal B'rltll 
1640 Rhode Island AYe •• a.v. 
Washington. CC zo036 

"the tscacl lAccrf&lcb 
Assoclact.­

r.0.1. 7739 
~cnasalara 91.077. lstacl 

srnagogue Cou"dl of AmeriQ 
327 l.e~ngtOft AYC:"UO 

New Yo"'9 N.Y. 10016 

World .lcwish Cong'CSS 

501 Madison Avenue 
New York, N.Y.. 10022 

Dr. Leon A. Feldman 
Consultant 

Jntcr11atio11a/ fcwisft eommittcc 
Off 

J11tcrrc/igiot1s eo11s11/tatiOHS 

November 15, 1988 

Dear IJCIC Member: 

You have been informed about preparatory activities 
for the scheduled XIII. Liaison Committee meeting in 
February 1989. The proposed topic is HISTORICAL AND ·: 
RELIGIOUS DIMENSIONS OF ANTl.-SEMITISM IN RELATION TO 
THE SHOAH. 

On a previous occasion you h11Ve received copies of 
several papers (drafts) prepared by Catholic scholars 
and/or representatives of the V~tican. 

We are in the process of reviewing the programmatic 
proposals and you will be informed in due course. In 
the meantime, however, we are pleased to make available 
to you a chapter entitled THE VATICAN AND THE JEWS, 
which .ic pare of "c · 1arj1r nudy.-,prepared bya respons· 
ible scholar who, unfortunately, met an untimely death. 

PLEASE, keep this manuscript CONFIDENTIAL as it is NOT 
FOR DISTRIBUTION (Restricted by author's estate). 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

·p.s. Attached is also recent AJCom press statement 
concerning Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum •. 



Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Chairman 

AMERICAN SECRETAIUAT: 
Srn.a909ue Council of Amelie. 
327 l.caington Avcn~ 
New Yo'1l. N.Y: 10016 
Tel.: (2tZ) G8~670 · 

EUROPEAN S£CRETARIA~ 
W~d Jewish COft91'CS1 
I nuc de V.atcmbc 
12t 1 GcncYc 20. Swittefbnd 
Tcf.: (OZ2J l4 13 2S 

COKSTITUTENT ACENOES; 
Arncnc:.an .Jewish Comm;ctcc 
t6S E.ast S6r.· Street 
New Y~ N. • . 10022 

a•,y1 a•rlth 
1'40 Rhode lsllnd AYe •• •.V. 
Vuhl~. CC ZOOJ6 

t1ac tsrael taccrfalda 
A••ocl•clo• 

r.0.1. 7739 
'cna••leaa ,l.077. lst•cl 

S)'ftagogue Coundl of America 
327 Lr:&ington Avenuo 
NewY~N.Y.10016 

Woc1d Jewish Con9rcss 

501 Madison Avenue 
Nev York, N.Y. 10022 

Dr. Leon A. Feldman 
Consultant 

)Jt!trJtafioJip/ ffcwisk eommittcc 
OH 

l11tcrrc!igio11s eousu!tations 

November 17, 1988 

Dear IJCIC Member: 

Please . find enclo.sed the following items for >'our 
information and•dis~ussion: 

1. Statement by USCBC on the Middle East! issuea by 
Bishop Roger Mahony. 

Relevant news item from NC News Service, 11/16/1988 

UPI report on same item, ll/1~11988. 

Communication of Lutheran World Federation, addressed 
to Dr. G. M. Riegner, dated October 20, 1988. 

3. Proposed agenda for 13th session of International 
Liaison Committee, Zurich, February 20-24, 1989. 

4. AjCom press release concerning Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum's 
attendance at meeting of Institute for the Study of Man, 
Vie~na, November 28-30, 1988. 

Thank you for your cooperation and continued interest. 

1".l« Sf__{f)4. .-z.. -
c,..v .... ~ ~- ( c lQ;iY 

,t\ - -- -Z -~ - ~0. 1-1, I 
~h~~·- ~ ..,> ~ 



THC AMEAICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

d.ate 

to 

from 

subject 

November 21, 1988 

AJC Field Sta!t 

Jutlith H. 8anlci 

Update on Catholic·Jewi5h Relarions 

A recenr flurry of charges and counter<hargcs on the question or wherher or nor the Vatican 
has broken "promises" made to the Jewish community has troubled a number of you. You have 
asked for our clarification of these developments and our evaluation of the present status and 
fu~ure direction of Catholic·Jewish relations. 

Jim RucJin has ;is.ked me to prepare this report in cesponse. It will address both the fcKruai 
~pc:,ts of rhe exchange and the underlying loyalties and emotions that get triggered in such 
situarions ot' tension and misunderstanding. (ln our judgmenr, the feeling-tone asp«ts of the 
recent exchange: are central. Indeed, the emotions and loyalties have pre-determined the 
different re.Wings and interpretations oC the facts on th.is occasion.) 

All~garions rh;ir pro.mises or commitments made to Jewish representatives durin& their meetings · 
with Vatican officittls in Rome and also with the Pope In Casrelgondolro in the sUn\mer of 
1~87 •• just prior to the Pope's visit to Miami •• h~d not been kept began to surface in mid· 
September of thi~ year. One: article. reprinted in sevenl local Jewish periodicals. claimed that 
the Churc:h hi.id promised: "a plan to tight anti-Semitism around the world"; "a major state· 
ment on the Hol°'aust and the Church's role in it"; and "eventual recognition or Israel." A 
separately-issu\!d statemenc later alleged a commitment by the Church to establish a "World 
kwry Dc:sk" in the Vatican Secretariat of State. 

The: only official public record of the exchange between Jewish and Catholic represenratives in 
Rome and Castclgondolfo is ajoint communique issued from Rome on September l, 1987. What 
does the tc:xt of this mutually agrced~upon communique say on the issues just raj~d? 

On the question of anti·Sc:m.itism tllJd the Holocaust: 

Cartiin"J Jahn WfJ/ebranas, pre~·ident of the Commissio11 for Reli· 
siau-Y Re/atiOtU With w Jews, announced rhe Intentions of the 
commission to prepart an official Catholic document on the Shooh. 
the! historical back.ground of anti·Semltism and it.s contemporary 
manifes101ions. 

In ad<.litkm. in his address to Jewish rcpresent1&tives in Miami on September 11, 1987, Pope 
John Paul II noted: 

The religious and historlca/ implications of the Shoah for Christians 
and Jews will now~ tilMn up fomially by the lflttmational 

1,~"f~v---q..J;;:vY'-'-<J..... r ~'<.,I,;--
\) ~(_L\.N- ~~,«.,~ C\...... 

,' 
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C"tholic-Jewish Liauon Committee, meeting /Qrer this year in the 
f!nited Sta1t1 for the fint 1lm1. And a1 wa.r Q/Jfmi#J in tM 
m1pu11ant and very cordial meeting I had with "JewUh leaders in 
C1utelgandolfo on Sept. 1, a Catholic document °" the Shoah and 
anti·Semilism wi/J be /Olthcoming. resulting from s~h uriQU.S 
studies. 

The. C;.itholic document on the Holocaust was incenlJec.t to follow upon a formaJ Catholi.c·Jewish 
conkrence. That conference was postponed at the request of the kwjsh. not the CatboHc. 
members of the: I.iajson CommjttcGj. 

Undoubtedly, Jews and .Catholi'3 will approach the Shoah from different historical and 
thc:ologicaJ rx:r=-p~crives. A joint study of th.is frightful pc!riod may indeed engender disagree­
menrs betwer.:o •• as weJJ as disagreements among •• Catholic and Jewish scholars as to the 
contributory rol~ of Christian teachings of contempt in the Nazi demonologizing of the Jews, 
as to whether the Church could have spoken or acted more vigorously than it did to protest 
anti-Semitism and to save Jewish lives. These remain open questions. to be honestly addressed 
in a spirit of inquiry and an armosphere free of recriminarion. To accuse the Vatican of 
footura~ing on th.is consultation when it was the J~wish side that requested rhe posrponc· 
ment, is p<Jrc:ntly unfair; moreover, it creates an atmosphere of suspicion that may make this 
painful subject even more difficult to confront together. 

The subject has bc=en further bccloud;d by accusations from some quarters that the Pope has 
insufficiently recognized the Jews as the primary Vi~rims of Nazj persecuti<m. or ha.s not 
acknowled~ed that Jews were killed only because they were Jews. 

These accusations are challenged by a number of papal references to the particularity of 
Jc:wish sufr'c:rini,:. including the September 11, 1987 address in Miami, when the Pope s~cific:d 
rhc Shoah as Jhat ruthless and inhuman attempt 10 a1ermina1e 1he Jew~h people in Europe, 
an. at1empr that resulted in millions of ~ictims -- if,lc/uding women and childl'en. IM ellkrly 
and rile !J'ick ·•• exltrminated only because they were J~wl. He added "Never again! Never 
again!" 

Given irs stubbornneliiS in the face of muc:h eviLlence to the contrary, we shol.!ld consider why 
this impression pc:rusts in parts of the Jewish communiry. (Some have even accused the Pope 
of a revisionist reading of histoey.) 

The: Pope almost invariably srres.ses the specificiry of Jewish suffering under Nazism when he 
meets with J~wish groups. as he did recently in Vienna; he does not always spe.;ify Jew$ as 
vic:rims on othc:r occasions (as when he visited Mauthausen). Since it is the Christian world 
that needs mo:H to be rentinded of the particular fate of the Jews in the Shoah, some Jews 
h~ve f~lt th&1t tht Pope, while 'lcarly empathizing with Jewish suffering. has mWed some 
opportunitic:s to bring that message to h.is own faithful. Moreover. the canonization of Fr. 
Maximilian Kolb~ and the ~atification of Edith Stein were troubling to many Jews because 
they bi:licv<:u 1hc:~ two individuals killed at Auschwitz - a priest who gave · h.is life for that 
of anochc:r P'bo11er but who was aJso editor of a journal that printed anti-Semitic artides. 
aml a Jewish woman who converted to Carholicism and became a Carmelite nun ° sent the 
wrong signal to Catholics about who were the primary victims of Nazism. These feelings have 
been cxacecbate;:cJ by the transformation ot a building o.t Auschwitz into a CarmeH tc convent·· 
another in:iotancc: of what Jews see as appropriation (nor denial) of the Holocaust. Appropria· 
tion is a genuin~ concern for Jews, and we have every right to raise the question. but not 
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by falsifying the Pope's record. 

On the question of Israel: 

Rcpresenra1i11e.s of the Holy Set decl4red that 1herr uist no 
thtoJogical rtasoru in Catholic docrrine that would Inhibit [full 
diplomatic) rtlatlons, but noted that there do aist some .serious 
and unreS()/l'td problems In the 11rta. 

Rt!garding the state of lsrae~ the C.ardtnal [Agostino Casaroli, 
Secretary of State.} stated that while diplomaric relations have not 
been "perfected, • there do exist good relations 011 many leveu 
including official visits to the Holy See by Israeli leaders. 

ln his Sept 11 address in Miami, Pope John Pal.II II stated that the Jewish people 

He added. 

ha11c a rig/ti to a homeland, as does any civil nation, according to 
intema1tonal law. 

H1zat has been said about lht right to a homeland also app/itJ to 
the Paltstillian pcop/t, so many of whom remain homeless and 
refugcc.s. 

This has been a <;ansistent position of the Roman Catholic Church for some years. 

Necc.Jless to say, most Jews would welcome the establishment of full diplomatic relations 
bc:cwc:c:n rh~ Vatican and the Slate of Israel. le is appropriate for Jews to pursue this goal 
and argu~ ics justice. However, unsubscanci~ted cl.aims that the goal has been promised are 
mischievous. We see no evidence of such a promise by the Vatican. 

On a "World Jewry Desk'" at the Vatican Sectetariai or State: 

... Cardinal Willebrands envisaged the development of a special 
mechanism thar would morr: closely follow trends a11d concems 
within the world Jewuh community and improve contacts and 
collaboration where the need arises. Including conracrs with the 
Secrttariat of State . .• 

It was agreed that 03 occasions rcquirt, In areas which art of 
conccm to the world Jewish communil)I and where religious and 
political wue.r lnterrwint, futUJF exchanges between /JCJC and the 
Secretariat of State will be pcssiblt from time to time. 

1n our judgmenc, references co "time to time" exchanges do not constitute a promise to open 
a Jewish Desk in rhe Vatican Secretariat of Stuee. Such a desk may well be desirable, bur 
unsul>~canliatc:cJ daims that the one has been promisc:IJ seem ~n unlikely route co achieving it. 

An additional oh~rvarion. To base Cacholic·Jewish relations on the assumption rhat one can 
drive a wedge between American Catholics •• or the "American Catholic Church" and the Pope 
(or Vatican) is a dangerous and self-defeating policy. All analogies are of limited value. but 
there: arc: some: strong parallels between Jewish ostritudes rowanJ Israel and Catholic arritudes 
toward th~ Pope. Jews may be critical of specific Israeli policies and unhappy about a number 
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of recent devtlopmcnts; we .will debate these matters vijorously - sometimes vehemently •• 
among oursc:lve$. But if we 5ense that Israel is beina criCic1zcd for the purpose of dclcgiti­
mizing her ~ a nation, undermining her securiry, dcfamJna her, we will rally to her defense. 
Jn similar vein, rhcre is a lively lntemal debate amona Roman Catholics about some of the 
emphases amt non-doctrinal positions of the· Pope. One need only read the pages of Common· 
weal. for example, to see that there are faithful Roman Catholic.s who are not happy with the 
Pop.:'s attitudes towar<Js women's ordination. loyal dissent or family planning, or his meetings 
with Kurt WahJhcim. But if they believe that the Pope is b(ing criticized by othtrs for the 
purpose of maligning their Church or · undermining its authority, they will close rankS and 
reject th~ criticism because of its perceived motfves. Jews. who are properly offended by 
"Jews Yes, Israel No" ittitudes should not resort tn "C''"'thnlics Yes. the Pope No" approaches 
to issuc:s. 

The State of Calholic·Jcwish Rdations 

Carholic•Jcwish relations are alive and Well in the United States. As we have previously 
nottd, more: pro~rc:ss toward mutu~ understanding am1 murual respect has been made in rhc 
pasr quarrcc c~ntuiy than in the almost twenty centuries which preceded ir. Some genuitlc 
trust has devcloptd on bot.h sides. Neverrhtless. this is still a fragile relationship. There is a 
rc:.iuue of suspi~ion of the other's motives; there remain stereotypes and pockets ot ignorance. 
We cannot 01nu should not avoid ·discussion of genuine disagreements on religious, historical or 
social policy positions. Hasty and unfounded accusations will impede, not advance, the process 
or honc:st discussion. 

Please Worm u.s if thia iasuc hal IW'faced in you.r c.ommuniry. and sencJ WI any relevant 
dippings or publicity. 

We will be sharing this memo with national and chapter leadersrup. 

a:: Geri Rozanski 

700.88 
UpdateJBS 
IAD 
11/18/88:EL 



NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF C.ATHOLIC BISHOPS 

BISHOPS' COMMITTEE FOR ECUMENICAL AND INTERAELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 

. SECRETARIAT FOR CATHOLIC-JEWISH RELATIONS 
1312 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Chairman 
International Jewish Committee 

on Interreligious Relations 
The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear MB.re: 

• WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005•41 OS • 202 t &59-<18'7 

November 22, 1988 

Thanks for you.r letter of November 16 on our "Copfidential Report on 
Misunderstandings and Factual Distortions of Catho"Iic-Jew1sh Relations." For the 
record, we did not intend in any way to accuse IJ CIC as such of accusing the Holy 
See of 11footdragging," but only·those specifically named in the Report. 

Since we agree fundamentally on both the record and the fact that there are· 
widespread distortions of it within the Jewish community, I would suggest we 
move to the logical second step in the process, which would seem to be for lJCIC 
in a gracious manner to clarify the public record .for the Jewish community, which 
continues to labor under the misunderstandings cited in the R~port. 

Perhaps we can discuss this when we meet in Vienna for the international 
conference there next week. 

Yours in Shalom, 

~v~ 
Eugene J. Fisher 

CCS: Most Rev. William H. Keeler 
Members of the Advisory Committee 

EJF:mh 



Commission for Religious Relations 

with the Jews 

Meeting with IJCIC representatives, at the Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity, Rome, Novembre 22, h. 10.30 a •. m. 

__..,.. Participants: H. Em. J. card. Willebrands, fr. Pierre Duprey, fr. Pier 
Francesco Fumagalli, mans. ldel'IA RaaaAe' €.rte\ Sa\zrncH\. 

Rabbi Marc A. Tannenbaum, Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner, Rabbi 
. ..MeF!ilSsili WaHffl&A, Prof. Leon A. Feldman, Rabbi Wolfe Kelman. 

List of possible arguments 
'•t:•.ca.c•-:=:-=•···----Dl:l:~1cll:ICC:lcc; 

1. The Carmelite monastry at Auschwitz~irkenau. 

2. Actual misunderstandings and distortions in relations (see /ICCB con-
,/ fidential report). 

~3. XIII n..c Progremm· on Antisemitism and Shoah (February 1989). 

4. Religious situations in East Europe. 

5. Possibility for Courses on Judaism in Pontifical Roman Universities. 

6, Positive developments: 

- 24/VI/88 Papal meeting in Vienna 

- 9/X/88 Papal meeting in Strasbourg 

- Report of the last Plenaria (February 1988) 

- Responsibility for the death of Jesus (John Paul II, 27/IX/88) 

- Church and Antisemitism (card. Willebrands, 17-18/X/88) 

- John Paul II and the Jews (card. Willebrands, O.A., 11/XI/88). 

\ 
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Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Chairman 

AMEAIC~N SECRETARtAT: 
Srna909uc CouftCll oC Americ. 
l2 7 lc: aingtOft Avenue 
New Yolil. N .Y. 10016 
Tel.: (2t2) G8~670 · 

EUROPEAN SECRET.A.RIA~ 
Wo'1d .lcwish Congress 

' nvc de varetnbct · 
1211 Gene-re 20. Sw<t~Cfbnd 
Tel.: (022) lC t3 2S 

COHSTITUTENT ACENCtES: 
Anu:l'ioan Jewish Committee 
16S East S6r.• Street 
New YoR.. N. • . 10022 

e•nd l ' rltb 
tg.(0 R.hocJe lsl~nd A-re.. lr.V. 
vunfngtOQ.. oc 20036 

'l'hc t•r•cl laccrfalclil 
A••ocl•cl­

r.o.a. 173' 
Jccv••laa ,1.011. t•~•cl 

Srna909uc Cound1 of Amctica 
:s27 leul"gton Avenuo 
NewY~N.Y. t001G 

Wot<d Jewish Congren 

501 Madison Avenue 
Nev York, N.Y.. 10022 

Dr. Leon A. Feldman 
Consu1 tanc · 

. . 

JH!cr11afi0Haf !fcwisft eommiffCt 
OH 

J11tcrrc/igio11s eo11s11/tatio11s 

December- 8, 1988 

DEAR IJCIC MEMBER: 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE CONSTITUENT MEMBERS OP IJCIC 
WILL TAKE PLACE ON 

THURSDAY• DECEMBER 15 1988 
9.30 a.m. 

IN THE OFFICES OP THE SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA. 

PLEASE NOTE 'rnAT WE HAVE CONTACTED BY TELEPHONE ALL THE 
MEMBER AGENCIES IN · ORDER TO ASCERTA°iN A MUTUALLY CONVENIENT 
DATE AND HOUR. THE "OVERWHELMING MAJORITY HAVE INDICATED 
THEIR. PREFERENCE FOR THE ABOVE DATE. BE .ASSURED. AT ntE SAM! 
TIME, THAT IF AGENDA ITDiS WILL REQUIRE A DECISION OR A 
DEFINITIVE COMMITTMENT, WE WILL CONTACT YOU IN ORDER TO 
OBTAIN YOUR. REACTION, THUS ASSURING THAT YOUR POINT OF VIEW 
WILL BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION BEFORE A CONCENSUS CAN 

· BE REACHED. 

ENCLOSED YOU WILL FIND A REPORT ON THE RECENn.Y HELD MEETING 
OF THE IJCIC/VATICAN STEERING COMMITTEE. WHICH WILL MAKI UP 
THE MAJOR PORTION OF OUR AGENDA. 

l. The removal of the Carmelite Convent from the Auschwitz 
ampsite report on the current situation. · 

2 . Proposed r evised agenda for the Consult~tion on Anti-Semitism 
and the Shoah, scheduled for February . 20-24 .1989 in Zurich. 

Thank you for your cooperation and continued interest . 

• 
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b''' uan K. TH111tia .. 
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE 
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

CONFIDENTIAL 

To: IJCIC HE11BER AGENCIES 

FROK: Mare H. Tanenbaum 

DATE: December 6, 1988 

RE: Meetings at Vatican 

On Tuesday, November 22, a four-member IJCIC delegation met Jn 
the Vatican offices of Cardinal Wlllebrand1 1 secretariat. The 
IJCIC members were: Rabbi Wolfe Kelman, Dr. Gerhardt Rlegner. 
Dr. Leon Feldman, and myself as chairman. Cardinal Witlebrands 
was aec::ompan I ed by Ksgr. duPrey, Hsgr. F·umaga 111, and Hsgr. 
Sa 1 zmann. · 

In my judgment -· and I think that of the other IJCIC members 
.. _ the meeting was conducted In a straightforward, constructive, 
and friendly spirit. 

The first Issue we dealt with was that of the removal of the 
Carmeltte convent off the grounds of Ausehwlt;i. Cardinal 
Wlllebrands reported that he had written a confidential letter 
to Cardinal Marcharskl in Craeow Indicating that the Vatican 
wanted the "Geneva agreement" implemented. Cardinal Wlllebrands 
also told us that the ·pope's statement to the Kultusgerneinde 
in Vienna that '"a new center" would be created for study, dialogue 
and meditation nearby Auschwitz ts being taken by the Vatlca 
a~d now by Cardinal Hacharskl as Papal support for the remov 
of the convent to a. new place. · 

That Interpretation was· conf 1..-rned -·to me .. by Bishop Mushinsky, 
chairman of the Polish Catholic herarchy's convnfssion on 
Catholic•Jewlsh relations, when we met at length during the 
international congress on "Jews and Christ.fans In a Pluralistic 
World" In Vienna, Nov.27-Dec .1. For whatever l t means, Bishop 
Hushinsky tnformed me tha~ the convent would be r~moved before 
the Feb. 22 anniversary of the Geneva agreement. 

There were to be two meetings of several cardinals; Including 
Harcharskl, in Milan on Dec. 3, with Cardinal Martini, and on · 
Dec. 20 In Paris. with WJllebrands also attending. IJCIC wl11 be · 
Informed of the outcome of those meet I ngs as the bas Is .for our 
future ·actions. 
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Page Two 
December 6, 1988 

CONFIDENTIAL 

' 

We then devoted mu~h of the rest of our time to a dl$cusston of the 
program for the proposed Jolnt Liaison Convnlttee meeting of IJCIC and 
the Vatican to be held Feb. 20 - 24 in Zurich. (During our break for 
luncheon, we were Joined by Chief Rabb i Ello Toaff of Italy. ) 

Enclosed Is ·a copy of the outl lne •that both 1ldes agreed upon. "I pro­
pose that we meet on Thursday, Dec. 15, 9:30 a.m., at the SCA offices 
to discuss this program and come to a decision . Please let Dr. Leon 
Feldman or myself know that you will Join us. 

Chag Sameachl 

MHT:RPR 

Attachment 
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TENTATIVE AGENDA 

~ JI-..,:>\\ - _§:U.. D fr\J)i To 

HlSTORlCAL ANO RELIGIOUS DlMENSION~ANTlSEMlTISM 
-(1N R€LAT10N TO THE SROAU) : 

Mc;>~d~y. Febr. 20, 1989, Arrival 

Tuesday, Febr. 21, 1989 : 

9.00 ~ Introductions : 1. Card, WlLLEBRANDS . 
2. Rabbi TWN'ENBAUM 

9,15 

10.00 a.rn. 

Church and Synagogue in the Patristic Period (Sgherri) 

A Response (20') ' S~ ~ 
10.30 a..m. 11.00 Break 

11.00 a.m. 

12.30 a.m. 

12.30 Discussion 

2.00 p.m. Luncheon 

2.00 p.m. 2.45 Christians and Jews in the Middle Age (Graus) 

2.45 A Response 

3.os 3.30 p.m. Break 

3,30 S.30 p.m. Discussion 

6.00 p.m. Dinner 

Soctal 

.Wednesday, Febr. 22, 1989 

9.00 a.~. 9.45 Christians and Jews in the Modern Period (paper 

9,45 a~m.· 10.30 

10.30 a.m~ 11.00 

11.00 a.m. 12.30 

12.30 .... ~.2.00 p.m. 

2.00 2.45 p.m. 

by catholic) }A'"~ ~ 
Idem (by ·Jewish) B~J(~<.A.\/1f4A·~~ ~ ~~ 
Break 

Discussion 

~s~ 
~~ 

. .. / ... 



2.,5 3.15 p.m. Break 

J.15 S.30 p.m. Discussion 

6.00 8.00 p.m. Dinner ~(;...~ · 
8.30 9. 15 p.m. Impact ot Shoa.h on Jewish ~- ~ght 

9.15 10.00 p.m. Discussion 

Thursday, Febr. 23. 1989 

9.00 9.45 a.m. 

io·.oo · 10.45 a.m. 

11.00 12.30 a.m. 

12.30 2.00 p.m. 

2.00 4.00 p.m. 

.4. 00 , .30 p.m. 

4.30 6.00 p.m. 

9.00 

Historical aspects of the shoah (R. HUberg or 
S. Friedlander) - -

Idem ·(fr. · Morley) 

Discussion 

Luncheon ~<-"""'~'o~ .t 
~ ... / 

c;cmplemen~ry ..iepocH'1)y national e.xperienc:es 
(Jews and Chri&tians) { E'v-o-. ~ ..._ 

Break j!± v~ \~\I~ c..~''" 
Discussion V~~ 

Dinner 

Drafting Commttee .. 

Friday, Febr. ~6, 1989 

F.,,.~ ~ -)~ ~ 
· c-· 

. 8.30 10.30 

10.30 11.00 

11.00 12.30 

Pr~gra.m for continuing study on "·~. r:uzz~ . 
- ~ (Ad~ption o~ a ~ss~ble statement)-

a.m. Bre~k p,.. $ ~ 

12.30 . · ..... 

Exch~nge of information& 
9 ( Reports on the impl~me~tations of the S points 

of the common prog~~-~~ e~~.abl~s~ed tn Rome on 1985 . . ' . ·-: ... ' . 
Luncheon Depar.ture!i :: . - . ·,-... . . .. -

~ :·:. ·. 
·. 

--

i. 
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O•nava, 9th DecembP.r J988 

To 1 Prof, Leon A. l~eldman TELEX 
1. I ~ot your telefax. 

2, Klein Hpoke to me nnd aBked me whether he should invite you, 1 ~nid 
he ehould; it would be important to show that the interest 1n t.h6! Auschwitz 
convent ie aa areftt in America an in !urope. 

3 .. Re Tanenbaum' a ~ommunication 

a) the na~ea should be ~ightly opelled; Duprey. 
Neither Duprey nor Futnogalli are Mgr. 

b) I a.m nstoniohed "bout Mur.dnolti'a otatement tbat "tha convel\t -would 
be r&moved ho fore Jfebruary 2211

, although Fumagalli confirmed that 
Musz:f.noki waa impreued by WHhbrands • letter and t''e reference.\ in 
1t to Pope'• ~P••ch in Vienna. · 
I would however leave M1.1ss1nek1 'e quote out, 

4. l spoke to Fumagalli la&t ttight and t"ld hil'l about m.y feeling:.. 

He told me that WillP-hrands had changed again his mind and intP.nd6 
to go to Auschwitz 4fter Paris. 

I told him to ins ist on his aoit\~ earliei-. 
I 

Regardu. 

\ 
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TEL No. 33 1 45622741 09 DEC 88 15:32 P.01 

CONSF.IL REPRRSENTATIP DES INSTITUTIONS JUIVF.S DE FRANCE 
l>ircction Gtn,raJe : 19, ru~ de 'I',bfian • 75008 PariJ • T¢1~rhonc: : ScSJ.00.70 e c. c . P. 20S)-)4 Parit 

RE : COUVENT DES CARMELITES 

Cher Ami, 

Paris, le 9 Oecembre 1988 

A L'ATTENTION DE LEON FELDMAN 
FAX 19.1.212 . 686.86.73 

Je vous informe qu'un• r~union est ~revua le 20 
Decembre 1988, A 10 heures, au c.R.X.F., 19 rue de T~h~ran 

·. 7500~ PARIS avec la d6le9ation juive, suivie d'une rencontre 
avee 1~ d414qation catholique, qui se ticndra a 11 heures, 
au domicile de .Monsieur Philippe Kraemer qui nous prete 

.. 9raoieusement ses locaux, 43 ~e de Monceau 75008 PARIS, 
\._ . 

"'. Je vous demande de bien vouloir me conf irmer votre 
p~esence 4\ ces deU.X reunlons, et souhaiterais que oelles-ci 
g~rdent un caract~re confidentiel • . , 

Amicalement • 

-.L . . 

--------------------------------- -------- ---
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12-09·88 9291 

Vatican and Jews to start on anti-Semitism document in February 
By David Crumm 

Special to Religious News Service 

DETROIT (RNS) - Preparation of a long-awaited Vatican document on anti· Semitism 
and the Holocaust will begin in February with a "historic gathering of Jewish and Catholic 
scholars in Zurich, Switzerland. 

11This ls something that will directly and profoundly challenge the church's teaching on 
all levels around the world for years to come," said Eugene Fisher, head of Catholic-Jewish 
relations for the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and the only American Catholic on 
the Vatican committee planning the new study. Both Mr. Fisher and Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
of the American Jewish Committee heralded the new study, which will rely, in part, on 

. Vatican records from the World War II era. 
The final Vatican document, which may take several years to complete, .. will establish 

~be tone and style and depth of the church's teaching on this well into the next milennium:' 
said Mr. Fisher. "As people read it and contemplate it, it will have an impact on Catholic 
t.extbooks wherever they are used and teaching and p.reaching." 
· Pope John Paul II promised a document about anti-Semitism.in September 1987 at an 

unprecedented summit meeting with Jewish leaders. At that time. Jews around the world were 
outraged that the pope bad agreed to perm.it a visit from Austrian President Kur1 y.'aldheini, · .. 
who had served during \yorld War Il as an officer with a Nazi army unil The Waldheim viSif 
reignit~ pe~ennial concerns that the Vatican did not do all it could to help Jews during ~be 
war. 

"I know some Jewish leaders are asking why we have not seen a document already," 
said Rabbi Tanenbaum, who heads an international coalition of Jewish leaders conducting an 
ongoing di~logue wUh the Vatican. "But I ~ouldn't trust an encyclical th~t w.as produced ln a '. 
year. · .. · · · · .. · · · · ·· . . .. = " , ""r ... · •. . . . " . • · . . . .. - . . -~ . . . -~ . ... . . ": .. ·.. ·;. ·· . 

. :· ."For this documen~ to be taken seriously and not to be seen as merely a public : = · · · 

:. r~lations .ploy, it needs a meticulous background study and we want _this-~µ~y,'~Jhe rabbi ~id. 
· ' 'We don't want a quick fix. This study co~ld result in an apostolic letter that w~utd be of : :· ": · : : 

·:.·. $upreme.iinportance.•• ·· ·: '- · · ·: :· . .. :' ;.-·: : :.. · · , . · ;;· '. :!'.'·· .. ::·r. . .-.... · , ... · :_ : .. . 
;.,: '. ~:: ... Cardin~11 JohanrieS Willebrands, the 79-year-old head of the Vatican's interiaith ,, . . · .· _;:.··,;> .. : 
• '' · activ~ties,- _b~ Jieiped plan the series ·or. scholarly meetings, said Mr. Fisher and Rclbbf ~ '. ·: .... . · ~.:·,-.-

· :: .. ~.:: .. !a:~~n~a~ _-·:~~:".".:. : .. :··~'. ~ .. ·. :·· . . :·: . · :· ·: : - :J .. .. _. .. - . · ·:. ·· ' · · ~=:~:~ .. ..,. :·:""·"' .:·· · :· ··~:<> :_. .... _. 
. . an; " .': :. .-ni~ ~~! ~-u~~,.'!1.~ ~ s~ns~red by the International Cathoµc-Je.w~~h_L.l~~~Q~. ';;: . ,,~f:~~·)/;;_:,::·:! .. 

; .... · . . . . ·· co~~t~ .. ~~~~~~1:Dg_ gr9up. ~ Je.~ an~ V~tican lead_ers w~o promoteJnt!r.f 2_1~,~!~1~~.n10·~::~.':.-::" . 
.. :s:.~.>"· ct~:: :.~!~~·~~.~ ~~-~bbl.T~n~baum. ~e Z~ch ~eeting will run f~b~.~Q:~.· ~cm~ ·. :-, ~-..·.;;;_:~~?·.: . 
. ; _. ~-. '. ... ;n ... --~: Each side Ui tile dialogue will name a panel of scholars and otJt~ .. ~eHg~c;>~_ le~ders t~ 5~.;.= . .-.'.:<·" · . 
·.>: · · · . -v. • · p~rticipate ln what ls likely ~ enend through several meetings foil owing the Zurich session: ·: .«: _. :_' · 

·. · .., . : . l>-efore Va!ica·~' ot~cials ·finally draft i d0cument .for their church, the nie~ .?.l~-·· :. : .. . , :·~ ' ' ~· · · .·. · · 
· v .. ··- J; · ·' ·Rabbi Tanenbaum said !>oth Catholles and Jews ·~will be selecting flnt·line _. · . · 

., ... !!' • • • - • ·,. . •. ' • ' • ' ... _ 

j.l\::'.')1uth~r~~Uv~ ~cad~~c and r~llglo~ s~otars In these fields to part~ctpat~ W.e. s~ek to explo~ . · 
· • · · · ·1n dep~ th~_ hls~ry of anU·Semltls~ In the western world over the last 1900 ye~ra with . · · · 

.. : partJcular emphasis ·on how the Christian teaching of contempt (for .the Jews) contributed to · 
... __ · tile Hotocauat." ·.. · · · · · :.. .. · .. · · . . . . · · . 
·. :,,· · .. :- . . .. . . ... . 
·-·· - . . 
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"We want to explore the role of the church in the Holocaust, the rote of the Vatican In 
the Holocaust, the role of various other countries and the role of Pius Xll," he said. 

The scholars' research will Include a comprehensive examination of 11 volumes of · 
Vatican records from 1939 to 1945 that have been exempted from the normal 70-year waiUng 
period for release of Vatican documents, said Mr. Fisher. The volumes have been released 
gradually over the past two decades, he said. 

The subjeet Is vast and the conclusions will be similarly complex, said Mr. Fisher. 
"Some pe0pte say the church was absolutely silent· about the Holocaust. but that Is false," he 
declared. "And other people say the church did all It could to help the Jews, and that ls false, 
too." 

·- . ---:---· 
:..: ·. . . :~ .. ·. ~ .. · .. : ...... 

· : 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

12--07-88 9281 
French cardinal advocates condom use to halt spread of AIDS 

By Religious News Service 

(RNS) - During a brief television appearance, the head of the Roman Catholic Church 
. in France recently advocated the use of condoms for those who have tested positive for the 
·· AIDS virus and who refuse to refrain from sexual relations. . , 

Cardinal Jean·Marie Lustiger, archbishop of Paris, told thousands.of viewers here in a 
two.minute address Dec. 1 that all who have tested lUV positive and continue to have SU 
should "use the means proposed to them to prevent them from passing on death to others." 

2\lthough the cardinal never used the French word for condoms (preservatif s), he was 
sanctioning their use to stop the spread of the AIDS, said a spokesperson in his office. "AIDS ls · 
the most cruel evidence of the way we live and of our society,'' he began. "Many thousands of 
people will perhaps be infected. And what terrifies me most at present ls not only the 
seriousness of the disease but its segregation." 

In the United States, the Catholic bishops evoked a response from Rome when they 
issued a controversial statement that sanctions the providing of "accurate information about 
prophylactic devises" in public educational campaigns to combat AIDS. 

The U.S. bishops voted to prepare a new statement on the AIDS crisis after receiVing a" 
· letter in June from Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, bead of the Vatican Congregation for the . 

Doctrine of the Faith, who warned against Catholic educational programs that may "give the 
impression of trying to condone practices which are immoral, for example, technical 
instructi_on in the use of prophylactic devices." 

Cardinal Lustiger, a converted Jew and the leader of France's predominantly Catholic · 
population, went on to speak about love and chasity. "I especially want to address the young 

. people," he said "Love k stronger than desire and more important. Chastity Is possible. 
. Pardon me if I off end you, but those of you who are IUV posJUve and who cannot live ID · 

· . . .. . ·chastity, should use the means that have been proposed to you lD respect for yourselves a1icl .. · · . · 
;.· ·. -.· -~":=-'.. for. others.'~ The cardinal also implored everyone "to pray for and with those who have AIDS, · .'·. 
;:: ~ . ·"> : . · ·their families and their loved ones." · . .. . · " .:'.·,- · . 
· :' · ' ~. 1 Arbois Chartier, the press a ttache for the cardinal, said In a telephone interview from · ,':,~·~· · 
:~:·~ .. :: · _., ~arts, that there has been no response from the Vatican concerning.Cardinal LusUger's : ·: :;~:.:;-.:·-_- ._.:· · . 

: =-~~ .. ·:·:; .... · : · · · address. When asked if any of the other French bishops have offered responses, she sai~ thar2. ~:.. ·~ ·. ·. . 
:· -..-~ _':->-· ... ·~-- . many of them have ~d $imilar things in the past, but with different words. '1t ls SOUD~ ni~rlf}~:.~· ·. · 
:j~{~~~::('. · · · :. ~eology," she said, "although there ~e many who don't understand It." . . : .. · · :,.; "~;.):j:.'i~~::/::-· ·: 
~-c~;;;:~f;~~"~· · . . .L . ' . . .. . . ~:.-.\~.~~~~~~:· 

·: 

. ~ . ·. :-
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Vatican and Jew~ to start on anti-Semitism document in February 
By David Crumm 

Special to Religious News Service 

DETROIT (RNS) - Preparation of a long-awaited Vatican document on anti- Semitism 
·and the Holocaust will begin in February with a historic gathering of Jewish and Catholic 
scholars in Zurich, Switzerland. 

"This is something that will directly and profoundly challenge the church's teaching on 
all levels around the world for years to come," said Eugene Fisher. head of Catholic-Jewish 
relations for the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and the oHly American Catholic on 
the Vatican committee planning the new study. Both Mr. Fish~r and R:ibbi Marc Tanenbaum 
of the American Jewish Committee heralded the new study. which will i-e: .... ir. part. on 

. Vatican records from the World War II era. 
The final Vatican document. which may take several ~;ears to compkte ... ~·ill establish 

the tone and style and depth or the church's teaching on this we:I inro the next milf'!!'lnitun," 
said Mr. Fisher. "As people read H and contemplate it, it v.·ii! h;ave an imp:ict on Catholic 
textbooks wherever they are used ar.\i tP.a~hi11g and preading."' 

Pope John Paul II promised a doc11me11l about anti-Scrniti~m in September 1987 at an 
unprecedented summit meeting with Jewish leaders. At that lime, jews aro11nd t!ie world were 
outraged that the pope had agreed to pc~1it a visi~ from Ai:str!iln f'reside!lt KJn Woldheim, 
who had served during World War II as an ofCicer with a l·fazi \r:ny unit. The Waldhi:?im visit 
reignited perennial concerns that the Vatican did not do all it could to help Jews during the 
war. 

"I know some Jewish leaders are asking why we have not seen a document already," 
said Rabbi Tanenbaum, who heads an international coalition of Jt-wish leaders conducting ~" 
ongoing dialogue with the Vatican. "But I wouldn't trust an enc.vc.lica! that was pro~.iccJ in ~ 
year. 

"For this document to be taken seriou~ly and not to hE' S<'~n as merely a public 
relations ploy, it needs a meticulous background study and we want this study," the rabbi said. 
"We don't want a quick fix. This study could result in an apostolic letler that \l.·~uld be of 
supreme importance." 

Cardinal Johannes Willebrands. the 79-year-old head oC the Vatican's interfaith 
activities, has helped plan the series of scholarly meetings, said Mr. Fisher and Rabbi 
Tanenbaum. 

The new study will be sponsored by the Internal io!lai Calh,.,I ic.:·J:?,,..ish Lfa!son 
Committee, a standing group of Jewish and Vatican leaders who promote interhith dialogue, 
said Mr. Fisher and Rabbi Tanenbaum. The Zurich mer.ting will run Feb. 7:1-24. 

Each side in the dialogue will name a panel of scholars and other rdigio•Jr. lr-auers tu 
participate in what is 1ikely to extend throu~h several 111eeting~ £0£101~.-in~ the Zurich sesslor. 
before Vatican officials finally draft a document for their churcti. the men said. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum said ~oth Catholics and .Jews "wil! be S':?lec~i"g fir~t-line 
authoritative academic and religious scholars in these fields lo participate. We se~k to explore 
in depth the history of anti-Semitism in the western world over the la.;~ 1900 years wit.h 
particular emphasis on how the Christian teaching of contempt (for th~ Jews} cont:ibuted lo 
the Holocaust." 

"We want to explore the role of the church in the Holocaust, the role of the Vatican in 
the Holocaust, the role of various other countries and the role of Pius XII." he said. 

The scholars' research will include a comprehensive examination of 11 volumes of · 
Vatican records from 1939 to 1945 that have been exempted from the normal 70-year waiting 
period for release of Vatican documents. said Mr. Fisher. The volumes have been released 
gradually over the past two decades. he said. 

The subject is vast and the tonclusions will be similarly complex, said Mr. Fisher. 
"Some people ~y the church was <1hsolulely silent about the Holocaust, but that is false," he 
declared. "And~Lrther people s,ay the church did all it. could to help the Jews. and that is false, 
too." 

-- - - ·--- ------- -----------
. / 
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XIII International Liaison Committee (ILC) 

Meeting: 12-16 December 1988 (ZURICH) 

Members of the ILC, from the Catholic side: 

1, Archb. Marcos Mc Greth (PANAMA) 
2. Bishop Gereld Mahon (LONDON) 
3 , Dr, Eugene J, Fisher (WASHI NGTON OC) 
4, Rev. Jae ques-Marcel Dubois (JERUSALEM) 
s. Rev, Bernard Dupuy {PARIS) 

Relaters: 

(PARIS) 6, Rev, Prof, Henri Cezelles 
7, Rev, John Morley 
8 , Rev, Robert Graham 
(+)Rev, Jean Dujardin 

( SOJTH CAANGE) 
(Ret.E) 
(PARIS) 

Members of the Holy See ' s Commission: 

9 . Card, Joh, Willebrands {ROPtE ) 
10. Rev. Pierre Duprey {Arn.£) 
11. Rev . Pier Francesco Fumagalli{ROPtE) 

Experts: 

12. Prof . Hermann Henrix (AACl-EN) 
13. Prof, Kurt Schubert (WIEN) 
14, Prof. Jezry Turowicz (KRAKCJN) 
15, Rev, Stanislaw Musial (KRAKOW) 
16 • . Rev, p, Frenz Bowen ( ... t BEl..GIO 
17, I Rev, p, . Grosz, sj 

) 

(Roma) 
18, ... { ... , Jugoslavia) 
19, ... ( ... Ungheria ) 
20, ( ... , Romania ) 
21. ( ... , Cecoslovacchia) 



i j c i c m e e t i n g d e c em b.e r lS, 1988 

P ropoaed Agenda: 

1. Report on IJCIC/Vatican Steering Committee meeting in Rome 

v 2. Remov.al of Carmelita Conve:z,tt - report on situation 

/ 

3. Proposed agen~ for the February 20-24 Consultation of Anti­
Semitism &1;1d Shoah 

4. Riegner Tela 

s. Invitation by Theo Klein extended to Leon Feldman to attend 
"Geneva III" meeting in Paris, December 20, 1988 

V'°"6. Statement issued by Marc Tannenbaum and Eugene Fisher re I 3 

.,/" 7. Term of office of chairman expires Dec. 31, 1988 

8. Reimbursement of expenses incurred by .Riegner in publication . 
of volume ''Fifteen Years of Christian/~ewish · Dialogue 

9. Misc. 
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JEWS AND VATICAN OFFICIALS 
TO CONVENE ON ANTI-SEMITISM 
By Susaa Birnbaum 

-4- DAILY NEWS BULLETIN · 

NEW YORK, Dec. 1 S (JT A) -- Jews and 
Catholics will gather at a conference in February 
to examine the Christian roots of anti-Semitism, 
according to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, chairman of 
the International Jewish Committee for Interfaith 
Consultations. 

The conference is expected to initiate work 
on a Vatican document that would challenge 
Catholic teachings worldwide. 

The conclave, scheduled to take place Feb. 
20 through 24 in Zurich, is expected to be the 
fir.st of several meetings that will discuss the 
development of Christian thinking from early days 
to present times, including how it bears on anti­
iemitism and its relation to the Holocaust. 

The conference is an outgrowth of a meeting 
leld in Miami on Sept. 11, 1987, between Pope 
lohn Paul H and 206. Jewish leaders. 

Soon after, a joint Jewish-Vatican con­
·erence to explore the roots of Christian anti­
:emitism was approved by the pope. 

The conference is conditional on the removal 
f a Carmelite convent at Auschwitz to a center 
way from the Auschwitz grounds. 

This was decided Thursday by members of 
le international committee, the body involved in 
atican-Jewish negotiations. The move must be 
ade before Feb. 20. 

Tanenbaum said the upcoming conference 
ould .. begin a serious scholarly examination of 
e history of anti-Semitism in the Western world 
rough the ancient, the medieval and the modern 
·riods, culminating in the Nazi Holocaust." 

Talks on the long-awaited document will 
obably take several years to complete. They will 
volve careful examination of l I volumes of 
.tican records of the years between 1939 and 
45. 

Members of the Jewish group, which meets 
!h Catholics, explained their opposition to a 
1f erence centering on the Holocaust. 

Rabbi Fabian Schoenfeld, a member of the 
1mittee and a past president of the Rabbinical 
mcil of America, explained that the Rabbinical 
incil position "tends to agree with the Hasidic 
amunity," which conducts dialogue with Chris-
1s only oo social issues and not on theology. 

l lET EMIGRE CONVICTED OF SPYING, / 
ITENCED TO NINE-YEAR TERM 
rtuah Orael 

TEL A VIV. Dec. l S (JT A) -- A one-time 
::t emigre conviCted "of cspioi)age· was giv.en. ·a 
·year prison sentence by a Tel Aviv district 

There have . been. rumors here and abroad 
that Kalmanovitch might be released and sent 
back to the Soviet Union, as part of a three-way 
exchange between the Pollards in the United 
States a.nd a third unidentified espionage prisoner 
who would be returned to the United States. 

ISRAEL'S QUAKE RELIEF HELP 
STILL STALLED BACK HOME . 
By Hugh Orael 

TEL AVIV, Dec. IS (JTA) ·- Israel has 
enlarged its earthquake relief efforts for Soviet 
Armenia, but it seems to have a problem getting 
it off the ground. 

Three air force Hercules cargo planes loaded 
with personnel and equipment were scheduled to 
leave at dawn Thursday, but their takeoff was 
postponed because of bad weather. 

So far, only one Israeli relief airlift has 
reached Yerevan, the Armenian capital. It arrjved 
there Sunday. 

A follow-up flight by two Hercules trans­
ports on Monday was recalled halfway to its 
destin~tion. 

Brig. Gen. Aharon Vardi, Israel's civil de­
fense chief who reached Armenia with the first 
flight, advised the planes by radio that their 
medical and rescue personnel were not needed in 
Yerevan or in the stricken Leninakan region. 

They were ordered to return to Israel to 
await further instructions. 

It was decided later that supplies were more 
urgently needed than personnel. 

One of the transports was withdrawn Wed­
nesday and the other was equipped to carry cargo 
only. 

But the picture changed on Thursday when 
the relief fleer was enlarged to three Hercules 
aircraft, and another SO medical and rescue 
personnel were .assigned to the mission along with 
administrative staff. 

DOCTORS AGAIN HIT HOSPITALS 
WITH SELECTIVE WORK SLOWDOWNS 
By Hugh Orgel 

TEL AVIV, Dec. ·15 (JTA) -- Government 
hospitals arc again the targets of selective work 
slowdowns by doctors locked in a 2-year-old wage 
dispute with the Finance Ministry. 

Seven general, geriatric and psychiatric 
hospitals were put on a Sabbath schedule Wednes­
day. The same sanctions were applied Thursday to 
six hospitals, including the three largest general 
and maternity hospitals in Tel Aviv. 

The .Sabbath schedule means reduced .medical 
staffs in wards and emergency rooms and no 
elective surgerv is nerfor~•,. 
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Tl> ALL 1mMB1R.B or :ucxca 

lMPORT*N1' : 

TlBIR WILL 'Bl AN UilG!NT AHl> EXTRAORDINARY MUTING 
Olr THE 4:0NSTlTUmtl' AGINCllm' RIPUSINTATIVES ON 

J>Eeromu 29, :L9aa. .. 
11:; TffB OPFICIS OP' 'l'HB lr!NAOOGUB COUNCIL O"f AMDICA 

The ageada will i nclude t lia followings 

l. a..,o:rt on tb.e r .eceotly belcl meeting in Part• (Dec. 21) 
conc•arning th.r. ·~~1 of the CameU.te Convent from 
the 4~uechv1tz .c.amp sit·•· The followin1 participatech 

Jewtah group: klain. c '.ll1lf.f; Stea, Ehrlich, atepei., 
Hoff,enberg, P11.rcle1, Gr.an .R.abbin loS• Sirat. Feldman, 
Schn·ack. 

C&d\oU.c gi-c1up: cardinals Decaurtray, Luatiger, 
Dao.eels, ·HM:tui.reld.; an4 Fre. Dupuy, lhaj&rdt.n, Kuatal, 
PUll&ga1i. 

2. Pt'opo8ed Co1te,altation of IJCIC/'Vatic.&n Liaison Comaltt•• 
on ".fl.atl•St1111itl1111 ud the Sht&h" echeduled for rebrua17 
20·24, 1?89 iJl Zurich. 

3$ IJCIC position to Pope Joha Paul II'1 ·meetln1 laa~veek 
with Arafat .. 
. ~ . 

PW.SB MAKI JMat.Y BFPOU 'l'O ATTBNJ>. thank JOU fo~ your 
·cooperation. · · 

r: :r. •••••• "' n ".., 
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His Exc~ll:ency 
Bishop Henryk Muszynski. 
Chairman ·. 
Polish Episcopate's Commission 

for Dialogue with Judaism 
87-800 Wloclawek 

· ul. Gdanska 2/4 
Poland 

My Dear Bishop Muszynski, 

December 28, 1988 

It was a genuine privilege to come to know you during the ~ecent 
conp;ress in Vienna on '.'Jews and Christians in a Plu!."alistic Worwld." 

I had beard many positive comments about your rom colleagues, and. 
our friendly and open meetings more than justified my anticipation. 
! sincerely hope that we will have opportunities to deepen and enrich 
that friendship and understanding. 

We have many i s sues to discuss~ but I wish to focus at this moment 
o~ the question of the Car'l'llelite convent on the .grounds of Auschwitz. 
I genuinely believe in the good will of Cardinal Macharsky and yourself 
in seeking to bring about a constructive resolution of this highly 
symbolic and emotional issue on both sides. 

While I think I understand the resistance that has emerged, I rear that 
·unless there ts some genuine movement in the· comtng weeks to take 
publtc steps to create the new center off the ~ rounds or Auschwitz, that 
this issue wtll become inflamed and will lead to unfo~tunate and 
uncC>ntrollable reactions which could undermine much of the prottress we 
have made in improving Catholic-Jewish understanding. x -
! have a simple questi~n that might help forestall these ne~ative 
consequences: Is 1. t not 'OOssible for the Cardinal and those associated 
with him to make a public- gesture very soon of placing a spade tn the 
ground oft he ?roposed new center as a sign of commi tme·nt and good will? 
That would become an lm?ortant gestu re that the Geneva agreement ts in 
force. It would then ebable Cardinal Macharsky and others to continue 
their conversations with the Carrnelite nuns and others, and at the same 
time signal the world of Jewish survivors that movement ls taking place. 

We would do everthing possible to inform the Jewish world of survivors 
of Auschwitz that there is gontinued good faith on t~e part of the Polish 

. Catholic church and the Polish oeople, and that nothing should be done 
to impede the constructive con 1Te rs at ions within the 6hurch community. 

I fear that if something like that is not done soon, we wtll lose control 
of the situatton, and ireeparable harm would be d~ne to our common cause. 

I mould be grateful for your confidential response to this idea. 

~y warmest ~ood wishes fo~ joyous Holy Days to you, yourcolleagues and 
your familiest and my prayers fo~ God's richest bleestn~s over you. 

:1espec tfully yours, . 

RMRT, DIR 
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-The American Jewish ~Committee 

1nsu1ule al Human Relati 
165 EaSI 56 S11ee1 

vommitt~e 
New York. New Ya<k 1() 
212 751-4000 

Mo<ton Y•rmon 
Oilt<:tot of Public Relations 

The American'Jewish Committee protects the rights and freedoms of Jews 
world over: combats bigotry and anti-Semitism and promotes human ri( 
for all: works for the sec:uritv of Israel •nd deepened understanding betw 
Americans and Israelis: defends democratic values and seeks their realiza• 
in Amanc.n public policy; and enhances the creatiw vitality of the Je111 
people. Founded In \906, it is the pioneer human-relations 1gancy in the l 

-FOR IMMEDIATE ~EASE 

NEW YORK ••• Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum. director of international relations of 

the American Jewish Co1111111ttee. will address an international conference of scholars 

on "Jews and Christians. in a Pluralistic World•1
, to take place in Vienna, Austr ia, 

from November .28-30. The conference 13 sponsored 'by · the Institute for·• the Study 

of Man, a leading interdiscipiinary academic research institute. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is chairman of the International Jewish Colllllittee for 

Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC), will share a platform with His Excellency 

Bishop Pietro Rossano, rector of the Pontifical Lateran University in Rome and a 

member of the Vatican Collllllission for Religious Relations with the Jewish People. 

They will present papers from their respective perspectives on the theme, "Jewish-

Christian Relations: Achievements and Unfinished Agenda.-" Lord Coggan, former 

archbishop of York and Canterbury , will chair the session. 

Among the other prominent par ticipants in the symposium wi ll be His Eminence 

Franz Cardinal Konig, former archbishop of Vienna; Prof . Zvi Werblowsky of Hebrew 

Universit y, Jerusalem; Prof. Bernard Lewis, Institute of .Advanced Studies , Princeton 

University, and noted scholar of Islam; Prof. Geza Vermes, New Tes.tament scholar, 

Oxford University; Prelate Josef Tischner, Pontifical Academy of Theology, Cracow, 
I 

Poland; Prof. Jacob Katz, historian. Hebrew University , Jerusalem; His Eminence 

Paul Poupard. President of the Pontifical Council for Culture, Vatican; and Lord 

George Weidenfeld, president of ~eidenfeld and Nicholson publishers. 

Dr. Krzysztof Michalski of Cracow, a visiting professor at Harvard University, 

is direct'or of the- Institute for the Study of Man in Vienna. · 

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations 

organization. Founded in 1906. it combats big~try, protects the civil and religious 

rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the c~uae of improv~d huma~ rel ations 

for all peopl~ e~eryY~ere , 

88-960-193 
EJP, REL. Z 

n...•ore £no;.,!f, President: loo N .. 11. Cllalr. Soard ol Gomnors: Robtrt S. Jacobs, CNir. Na~onal b1tu1Wt Council; £dw1<d £. Elson, Cllair, 801<d of Ttu11111 

tn Sitwrman. U1c:utivt Vte·•·Prttid1n1 

W.s!Wngton OHict. 2027 Musac~•HllS Avo. N.W .. Wtshin91on DC 20035 • &rill bq.: P.O. lo. -· ........... SlllO, lmtl 

South Am111c. hq. (llmporory office) t6~ E. 51 St. New York. NY IOC22·Zl4i 
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Jews and 
Vatican · 
Officials To 
Convene on 
Anti-Semitism 

BY SUSAN BIRNBAUM 
'NEW YORK (JTA) - Jews 

and Catholics will gather at a 
conference in February to ex­
ami~e the Christian roots of 
anti-Semitism. according to 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum. 
chairman of the International 
Jewish Committee for Inter-. 
faith Consultations. ·• 

The conference is expec­
ted to initiate work . on a 
Vatican document that would. 
cha!Jenge· Catholic 'teach,ings·, 

, . . worldwide. : The:. conclave . . 
schedule~ -t_o· ta~~ plac~, ~ep:r 
20-24 in Zuric.h. is.expected to. 
be the first of severai meet-'' 
ings that will di.SCUSS lhe'i:fe­
-velopment or Christian ihink­
ing from.early da,ys to present 

· limes". induding how it:bears 
o-n· anti~Semitism and' Hs· rela-
4ion to the Holocaust. · 

.. The conference is a n out: 
growth .of a, . meeting held in 
Miami on Sept 11. .1987. be­
tween Pope John Paul 11 and 

. 206 Jewish leaders. Soon 
after. a joint Jewish-Vatican 
conference to explore the 
roots of Christian anti-Semit­
ism was approved by the 
pope. 

The conference is condi-
tional on the removal of a Ca r-

l melite con.vent at Auschwitz 
to a center away from the 
Ausch~TtZg·rounds. - . -· ._ 
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