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1100 EAST 55TH STREET - CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60615-5199 - TELEPHONE: AREA 312/753-0700 - TELEX 6871133

LUTHERAN SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AT CHICAGO

OFFICE OF E PRESIDENT April 3, 1991

Dr. Kathleen Hurty

National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America

475 Riverside Drive

New York, New York 10115

Dear Kathleen:
I am writing to you regarding a comprehensive study prepared by the Ford Foundartion, entitled

The Common Good: Social Welfare and the American Fumre. Specifically, I am writing to ask if
you could consult with Joan Campbell about the possibility that the National Council of Churches
might extend an invitation to the president of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and
national Jewish leaders to convene a conference on The Common Good sometime in 1991.

I am making this request in my capacity as president of the Council of Religious Leaders of
Metropolitan Chicago (CRLMC). This is a group of approximately 35 judicatory leaders here in
Chicago, who were called together about six years ago by Cardinal Joseph Bernardin. In addition
to judicatory leaders, four seminary presidents, including myself, were included in the conference
six years ago.

The Council has several purposes: to stimulate fellowship and communication among judicatory
leaders, to identify major issues in the city, and to speak and act in a timely way to further the
common good in the metropolitan area. Among the issues that the Council focuses on are the
following: housing, jobs, racism, education, and health care. [am enclosmg a copy of our
constitution and a statement of purpose for your information.

The Ford Foundation study on The Common Good was made public in May 1990. I first heard
about it through an article in The New York Times. Since then, I have been in touch with Shepard
Forman, the project director at the Ford Foundation. CRLMC has reviewed the study on several
occasions. In the fall of 1990, the Council spent a day long retreat reviewing the details of the
study. It was concluded at that time that the focus of the study was indeed the religious agenda for
social welfare reform in our nation that is essential for the American future. A Council sub-
committee was appointed to propose ways that the Council could lift this study to greater
prominence on the public and political agenda of our country. One proposal was that the religious
leaders of Chicago host a nationwide meeting of national judicatory leaders that could, perhaps,
attract significant media coverage, simply to affirm the direction of the study as an urgent agenda
for the nation, strongly supported by the religious community. Thought was also given to the
possibility of involving some significant political leaders in this conference. Contact has been
made with Senator Paul Simon to this effect, and he has indicated his support for the concept.

As the discussion evolvcd in the Council, the concern was expressed that a conference on The
Common Good of this magnitude should probably be initiated at a national level. It is in this
regard that [ am writing to you to see if you could discuss this proposal with Joan Campbell and



other leaders in the NCC with the thought tha{ it might be an agcnda item when national religious
leaders meet together.

Dr. Shepard Forman has indicated that he is open to receiving a proposal for funding such a
conference and called me as recently at April 2, 1991, to inquire what progress is being made on
these plans. He indicated further that interest in the study has picked up considerably since the
most recent phase of the Persian Gulf Crisis has ended and nanonal political leaders are turning
their attention to domestic concems. CRLMC would be willing to play a role in hosting the
conference here in Chicago, but feels it best to stimulate a discussion among national religious
bodies before further planning is undertaken.

I am aware that this is an enormous agenda item, yet one of urgency for our country and for the
churches. It has seemed to me, ever since I first read the study, that the religious comrnunity in the
United States has a substantial stake in supporting strongly the concern that The Common Good
Study addresses. Personally, I'am not so interested in the details of the Ford Foundation proposal,
though I find them well founded and undoubtedly possible. People with other expertise, however,
must judge their economic and political feasibility. It seems to me that it is important for the
religious community to reach out and strongly support the agenda of this study as a priority forour
nation's future. Again, I think this might be accomplished with a well publicized conference,
sometime in the not too distant future, that could bring together national religious leaders, perhaps
with the presence of some political leaders as well, to affirm the moral imperative that this study
represents. It also seems to me that there is a certain rightness in the religious community lending
its moral voice to a proposal that comes out of expert leadership in the secular world as a testimony
to the reality that God's agenda is not restricted to the Church's vision, but can indeed be raised up
by people of good will, like those who have applied their expertise to the Common Good Study.

Thanks, Kathleen, for responding positively to my inquiry. I do look forward to talking with you
and others at the NCC further as the discussion on this important matter moves forward.

Shalom,

William E. Lesher
President

WEL/w
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

July 10, 1991

Seymour D. Reich

Chairman TO: MEMBERS OF IJCIC
"-Dr. Leon Feldman FROM: SEYMOUR D. REICH, Chairman
Consultant '
Please find attached the following items for your information
AMERICAN SECRETARIAT and consideration.
m@wdm 1. Exchange of correspondence with Dr. Emilio Castro, General
New York, NY 10016 Secretary, World Council of Churches (WCC), Geneva -
Tel: (212) 686-8670 Reich to Castro = June 18, 1991
Fax: (212) 686-8673 Castro to Reich - June 27, 1991
EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT 2. Forthcoming Special Synod of European Bishops, Rome,
November 28 to December 14, 1991, .
World Jewish Congress Please see details from A DOCUMENTATION CATHOLIQUE, June 2, 1991
P dituirong B (no. 2029).
Special attention is drawn to p. 560, item 10.

Tel: (41) 22-734-13-25
Fax: (41) 22-73-33-985 ;
3. Memorandum from Dr. G.M. Riegner to Reich-Feldman, dated

June 27, 1991, pertaining to #2.

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES
American Jewish Committee Please study the above mentioned materials and let us have your
165 East 56 Street input.

New York, NY 10022
Tel: (212) 751-4000

Fax (212) 7514018 Thank you for your cooperation.

B'nai Brith]

Anzi Defanation League
823 U.N. Plaza
New York, NY 10017 - .-
Tel: (212) 490-2525

New York, NY 10016
Tel: (212) 686-8670
Fax (212) 686-8673

World Jewish Congress
501 Madison Averue
New York, NY 10022
Tel: (212) 755-5770
Fac (212) 755-5883



Seymour D. Reich
Chairman

Dr. Leon Feldman
Consultant

AMERICAN SECRETARIAT

Synagogue Councll of America
327 Lexington Avenue

New York, NY 10016

Td: (212) 686-8670,

Fax: (212) 686-8673

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT

Warld Jewish Congress

1 Rue de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Swirzerland
Tel: (41) 22-734-13-25

Fax: (41) 22-73-33-985

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES

American Jewish Comminee
165 East 56 Soreet

New York, NY 10022

Tek (212) 7514000

Fax: (212) 7514018

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

VIA FAX No, 011-41-22.791-0361

June 18, 1991

s

Dr. Emilig'Castro

General

World Councll of Churches

P.0. Box 2100 |
1211 Genava 2 .

Degr Dr. Castro:

I recelved your FAX letter of May 28, 1991 and thought It
wise for some time to lapse before ! responded to your letter,
which I believe to be curt, discourteous and troublesome,

At first, 1 could not fathom your reference to my glving
publicity to my April 26 letter to you in the Jerusalsm Post of May
9, 1991, I had to find the Jerusalem Post referance with which 1
was unfamilar and subsequently located the interview Dr. Gerhart
Rlegner gave while he was attending a meeting of the World Jewish
Congress and where he reported on the current state of

interreligious affalrs,

The referance In the profils to the World Couneil of e,

Churches was obviously a reflection of Dr. Rlegner's concern about="
the present attitudes of the WCC and the deterloration of the WCC -
relationship with the Jewlsh community. This ls Indeed a cause of .
worry to all of us, espaclally aftar 38 many years of a fruitful
dialogue between 1JCIC and WCC which had in fact been Initlated
and started by Dr. Rlegner more than 20 ysars ago.

In fairness to 1JCIC and Dr. Rlegner, his hinting to my
letter to you was probably his way of reflecting on the unhsalthy
status of our relations and at the same time hoping that the effort
bslng made (to communicate with the WCC) would begin to breach

the widening gap.



Dr. Emllio Castro
June 18, 1991
Page two

If the tone of my letter seemed harsh, I was trying tc
convey the strong feelings that presently sxist In the Jewish
community regarding our relationa with the WCC.

I ended my letter with the hope that a meeting could be
arrangad between [JCIC and WCC leadership at which the lssues
which disturb us could be clarifled.

This exchange of correspondence makes even mare

apparent the need for such a mesting and it would be regrettable,
If together, wa could not make an effort to address the lssues that

have caused the tensions between us.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerealy,

Seymoug D). Reich

SDR:jgh



QkOU ’7)@ WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

S 2 GENERAL SECRETARIAT

150. ROUTE DE FERNEY, P.0. Box 2100
1211 GENEVA 2, SWITZERLAND
TELEPHONE (022)791 61 11

TELEX: 415 730 OIK CH 4 Mr Seymour D. Reich

?EALBELFEA: I;;’;:A;N;iTNEVA Chairman, International Jewish

) Committee on Interreligious
Consultations

Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue
New York, N.¥. 10016 / U.S.A.

Geneva, 27 June 1991
EC/uz

Dear Mr Reich,

Thank you for your letter of 18 June, the contents of which have been noted.
Your letter does, in a certain sense, confirm that the present relationship
between the WCC and the IJCIC has deteriorated. The reason for this
deterioration is hopefully only based on mutual ignorance of the constraints
and limitations of the other and could and will be corrected. '

I must, however, disagree with your narrow description of the WCC relationship
with the Jewish community. We do not comnsider IJCIC as the sole representative
of the Jewish community. To equate any difficulty we may have with IJCIC to
difficulty with the Jewish community at large is a misunderstanding. Much as
we cherish long years of fruitful relations with IJCIC, the WCC cannot reduce
its relations with the Jewish community to IJCIC alone. The richness of our
association with the Jewish community is mirrored in some of the following
events, past, present and futures

- A consultation on ecology and spiritual and moral values held in Kuala
Lumpur in May 1990 was enriched by the presence of Rabbi Mordechai
Liebling. His presentation on a Jewish view on ecology was one .of the
highlights of this conference.

- The JPIC Convocation in Seoul, March 1990, will be remembered for a
moving event: the Israeli-Palestirnian covenant. Two Israelis, one from
the Orthodox Zionist peace movement 0z ve Shalom, Dr Deborah Weissman,
and the otheér from the interreligious peace movement Clergy for Peace,
Rabbi Jeremy Milgrom, committed themselves together with Palestinian
Christians and Muslims to work for a just and real peace between
Israelis and Palestinians. They further asked the "WCC and its member
churches...to combat anti-Arab and anti-Jewish stereotypes"”. '

- In Auqust 1990 the Dialogue sub-unit organized a multi-faith meeting in
Hong Kong. Among these guests of other faiths were Rabbi Marshall Meyer
and Ms Caryn Broitman, later invited as guests to the Assembly in
Canberra. Rabbi Meyer told of the Sabbath meals he regularly celebrates
with those in need of sanctification of time: those with AIDS, whose

time is counted.

.c-/
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- The respect for Judaism and the Christian affinity with the Jewish
community left imprints in the Assembly Section I report, "Giver of Life
- Sustain Your Creation". The report called for a deepened understanding
of creation and for an exploration of creation theology. "Learning from
the 01d Testament and from the Jewish perception of our relatiom to
creation is crucial to a new ecological sensitivity". One paragraph is
dedicated to the Jewish vision of economic and ecological
reconciliation, social restoration and personal remewal as manifested in
“the institutions of Sabbath, the Sabbatical Year and the Jubilee Year.

- Another important contribution was again givem by Rabbi Marshall Meyer.
As one of our Jewish guests he challenged, through his experience of
fighting for human rights in Argentina, some 3000 assembled Christians.

- The commitment of the WCC to stand up against antisemitism was expressed
in my letter to the member churches in August 1990 and was further
underlined in our effort to facilitate, in Camberra, a meeting between
Russian Christians and Christian and Jewish members of the ICCJ. A
pan-Orthodoz-Christian-Jewish dialogue is scheduled for this autumn.

- The commitment to peace and justice for all involved in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict remains a commitment for the WCC. We are
willing to offer our good offices for the purpose and are presently
exploring how to best serve the cause of peace for all concerned.

- Of course, we do mot list separately the many ongoing and growing
relations between the member churches of the WCC and national Jewish
communities. We want to stimulate them as much as possible because it is
in that way that solid grounds of understanding are built.

The WCC invites IJCIC to discuss with us how we can cooperate on issues like
these. We would welcome constructive suggestions to help enhance and deepen
the relations between different aspects of Christian and Jewish life. I think
also that a personal conversation with you will iron out the harshness of our
epistolary exchange.

As to practical arrangements regarding a meeting, I suggest that details be
worked out between a representative of IJCIC and our Desk for Christian-Jewish
relations. '

Please be sure that I will follow the matter with profound personal interest.

Yours sincerely,




[ start]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



Communiqué du Conseil
des cardinaux chargés
des problémes financiers

du Saint-Siege (*)

Le 10 avril s'est tenue au Vatican, sous la présidence
du pro-secrétaire d'Etat et du président de la Préfec-
ture des Affaires économiques du Saint-Siége, I'habi-
tuelle réunion semestrielle du Conseil des cardinaux
pour I'étude des problémes d’organisation et des ques-
tions économiques du Saint-Siége.

Ont participé a la réunion : les cardinaux Paul
Zoungrana, Eugenio de Araujo Sales, Maurice
Otunga, Jaime Sin, Ernesto Corripio Ahumada, José
Ali Lebrun Moratinos, Joachim Meisner, Angel
Suquia Goicoechea, Paulos Tzadua, Albert Decour
tray, Edward Bede Clancy.

Etait également présent le cardinal José Casﬁlloun,
président de I'’Administration du patrimoine du
Siége apostolique et de la Commission pontificale
pour | de la Cité du Vatican.

Le cardinal Szoka a présenté le budget prévisionnel
du Saint-Siége pour 1991 : on prévoit des rentrées de
95 803 millions de lires (soit, au change de 1 250 lires
pour un dollar, 76 642 654 dollars) et des dépenses
pour un montant de 210219 millions de lires
(168 175 776 dollars), soit un déficit de 114 416
millions de lires (91 533 122 dollars).

Par rapport au budget 1990, on enregistre une aug-
mentation des besoins de 6.962 millions de lires, sbit
6,48%.

Les chiffres ci-dessus ne comprennent pas les charges
éventuelles pour l'attribution d'un fonds de réserve
pour les retraites du personnel du Saint-Siége, que
I'on désire constituer le plus vite possible.

Pour faire face aux besoins financiers de 1991, qui
devraient étre de 114 416 millions de lires (91 533 122
dollars), on compte sur I'apport du «Governatorato-

de I'Etat de la Cité du Vatican, dont le bénéfice prévu
pour l'année courante est de 16 223 millions de lires
(12 978 400 dollars), et on compte en outre sur le
Denier de Saint-Pierre qui, en 1990, s'est élevé a
57 793 118 dollars, en augmentation de 19,3 % sur
I'année précédente.

Le Conseil des cardinaux - aprés avoir pris connais-
sance de l'augmentation réconfortante du Denier de
Saint-Pierre - remercie vivement ceux qui, par leur
aide économique, ont collaboré au service que le Saint-
Pére — par l'intermédiaire des organismes du Saint-
Siége —rend 4 I'Eghse universelle.

Comme on le sait, les 8 et 9 avril de ce mois s'est tenue
1a réunion des présidents des Conférences épiscopales
du monde entier, dans le but d’examiner les possibles
applications pratiques de ce que prévoit le canon 1271
du Code de droit canonique. L'esprit de solidarité qui
s'est manifesté conduit A espérer que ne manqueront
pas au Saint-Pére les moyens adéquats pour I'exercice
de sa mission pastorale universelle. |

(*). Texte italien dans I'Osservatore Romamo du 12 avril
Traduction de la DC.

La préparation de ’Assemblée spéciale
pour 'Europe du Synode des évéques
Réflexions présentégs par le Secrétariat général du Synode

Le Synode spécial des évéques d'Eumpo

se déroulera au Vatican du 28 novembre
lu'Mm. 1991, sur le théme : «Témoins
du Christ qul nous a libérés». Les normes
générales établies pour ce lype de Synode
sublront des modifications substantlelles
afin de permetire une représentation plus large
des Eglises de I'Est et du Centre de I'Europe,
ou se um! produlis les dvénements
les plus «novateurss de ces dernlers mols.
Le Synode devralt réunir environ 70 évéques,
dont quatre r de I'épiscopat
frangals. Par allleurs, une quinzaine
* de «délégués fréres» orthodoxes,
protestants et anglicans, pourront prendre
part aux débats. La présence de représentants
du Judalsme et de I'lsiam seralt également
& Pétude. Le document prt‘para!o!rn sulvant
a é18 adressé sux 23 Conférences épiscopales
d’Europe et rendu public & Rome le 16 avril (°) :

Introduction

L'Assemblée spédale pour 'Europe du Synode des évé-
ques a été convoquée par Sa Sainteté Jean-Paul I en
considération de certains changements profonds qu
se sont produits dans la structure civile, sociale, cultv
nﬂeamhmdel‘ﬁuupeanmmdcmdﬂmérv
années.
nadonnépowbmicenemoudeprocéderc
un examen attentif des faits, 4 la luniiére de I'Evan
gile, en vue d'une proposition ecclésiale efficace er
termes d'unité spirituelle, de témoignage humain e:
religieux, d'appel aux fortes exigences ecclésiales de 1
communion, de la vocation, de la mission et de I:
nouvelle évangélisation.

(*) Texte italien dans} I"Osservatore Romane du 12 avril
Tradwclinpdehm P e
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Ce grand service a rendre 4 I'Eglise au cours de la
prochaine Assemblée suppose une préparation qui
doit commencer par une profonde méditation de ce
que vit actuellement I'Europe, sur le fond de ses mul
tiples héritages historiques et du développement inté-
gral de sa vocation.
Le présent document, qui posséde un caractére parti-
culier, est'présenté pour aider cette réfledion. -
1. Une enquéte générale concerne les événements his-
toriques qui ont marqué la vie des peuples européens,
spécialement dans les vastes zones du Centre et de
I'Est, o I'on constate actuellement les plus grandes
nouveautés historiques et spirituelles, dans le cadre
général de 1a réalité européenne contemporaine.
Il s’agit de mieux connaitre 'héritage des pays euro
péens du Centre et de 1'Est, qui sont restés pendant
longtemps en marge des échanges culturels et des cir-
cuits d'information. .
Ce processus historique a eu pour I'Eglise et son ave-
nir des conséquences profondes.
Cette esquisse est une aide pour identifier les critéres et
les indices évidents d'interprétation et de compréhen-
sion de l'histoire proche et récente, avec ses compo-
santes et ses conséquences.
Elle voudrait donc étre un instrument qui permette
de discerner le sens de ce qui s'est passé et aussi un
engagement pdur ce qui Se passera.
2. 1l s'y ajoute un questionnaire qui, en méme temps,
constitue une invitation et un guide pour une déf-
nition concréte des réactions de chaque Eglise aux
phénoménes spécifiques de la réalité européenne
contemporaine et au théme de I'Assemblée spéciale
pour I'Europe.
Que ce soit pour ce qui touche & I'évaluation des évé-
nements ou pour ce qui concerne la nouvelle évangé-
lisation et les actes concrets d'échange et de commu-
nion, ce document n’est qu'une aide offerte ; il'ne vise
nullement 2 se substituer aux libres réponses et  la
réflexion.
Ce questionnaire est adressé en premier lieu aux
Conférences épiscopales d’Europe, lesquelles, se basant
- sur la réflexion déja faite ou sur un effort particulier &
faire en vue du Synode, ne manqueront pas, par leurs
: réponses synthétiques, d'apporter leur contribution
. . décisive A la préparation de "Assemblée spéciale pour
" I'Europe du Synode des évéques.
Le présent document, diffusé i la veille de I'Assemblée

. 23 spéciale, ne doit étre assimilé ni aux Lineamenta

("grandes lignes®) ni, encore moins, a I'Instrumen-
tum laboris (Instrument de travail), qui sont des
textes propres a la phase préparatoire des assemblées
synodales ordinaires.

On doit le considérer au contraire comme une contri-
bution & la réflexion qui s"ajoute - sans les remplacer -
aux divers et profonds efforts de réflexion des pasteurs
et des communautés ecclésiales d'Europe, qui ont déja
eu lieu ou qui sont en voie de réalisation.

On sait, en effet, que, aussi bien le Conseil des Confé-
rences épiscopales d’Europe que la Commission des
épiscopats de la Communauté européenne, ont orga-
nisé des congres et des rencontres de priére et d'étude

de la situation nouvelle qui a transformé ces derniers
temps le visage de I'Europe.

Les événements de 1989-1990 sont une occasion pro-
pice d'attirer I'attention sur les causes et les développe-
ments possibles de ce qui s'est passé. [Is représentent un
kairos dont les signes spéciaux, révélateurs, suscitent
la méditation de I'Eglise dans son exigence et son
aptitude naturelles au discernement fidéle et actif des
«grandes ceuvres de Dieu=, les magnalia Dei, en ce
moment de I'Eglise et de I'histoire qui est le nétre.

I. «Soyons témoins du Christ
qui nous a libérés»

Le Saint-Pére a assigné a "Assemblée spéciale pour
I'Europe du Synode des évéques le théeme suivant:
«Ut testes simus Christi qui mos libergvit»> («Soyons
témoins du Christ qui nous a libérés»), a la lumiére
de la Résurrection du Seigneur qui envoie son Esprit
pour lui rendre témoignage et apporter la libération a
toutes les nations (cf Ac 1,18 ;Gad, 31).

La formulation de ce théme unit heureusement aussi
bien la référence a ce moment historique de I'Europe,
qui voit s'épanouir la liberté de nations et de peuples,
et surgir plus pressants, en d'autres natioms, la
demande et I'exercive effectif de la liberté personnelle et
collective. En outre, I'Eglise et les chrétiens dEurope
sont placés devant un défi qui concerne la vraie signi-
fication de cette liberté par laquelle le Christ nous a
ibéré

La réponse sera celle d’'une nouvelle évangélisation,
par laquelle 1a foi au Christ Rédempteur aura plus
d'incidence sur la vie de la société européenne, en voie
d'unité croissante, comme aussi sur la vie de chaque
personne,

L'homme se comprend mieux lui-méme i travers sa
propre histoire, que ce soit comme individu ou
comme membre d'une société. L'Eglise sait qu'll n’est
pas possible de comprendre l'histoire de I"homme
sans le Christ Aussi les pasteurs ne peuvent-ls se
soustraire au devoir de lire P'histoire récente de
I'Europe & partir de la présence du Christ en elle
depuis le commencement de I'annonce missionnaire,
en vue du développement futur de I'évangélisation, &
la veille du troisiéme millénaire de I'ére chrétienne.
L'Eglise la lira comme une histoire de §délité au
Christ et en méme temps comme une rébellion,
comme confessio Jaudis (confession de louange) et en
méme temps comme confessio peccatorum (confession
des péchés).

. 1. 1. Un critére pour lire Phistoire

Les événements récents, qui ont complétement changé
la situation politique et culturelle du continent euro-
péen, ont certainement leurs racines aux divers
niveaux de I'économie, de la politique, des dynami-
ques sociales. Cependant, ce qui s'est passé a été si
rapide et imprévu, si imprévu dans sa portée et en

A DOCUMENTATION CATHOLIQUE » 2 JUIN 1991 ®* N° 2029
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méme temps tellement chargé d'espoir de bien, que
beaucoup d'observateurs ont spontanément pensé i
une intervention de la divine Providence dans ces
faits. Du reste, I'Eglise lit toujours l'histoire comme
un dialogue dans lequel se rencontrent la réponse de
I'homme et l'initiative de Dieu. Ceci ne nie certes pas
les divers niveaux d’analyse que nous avons signalés
ci-dessus, mais les unit plutdt 4 un niveau plus pro-
fond, le niveau ol Ihomme, i travers tout ce qu'il
fait, prend toujours dans le méme temps position pour
1a vérité ou pour le mensonge, pour le bien ou pour le
mal. C’est le niveau ou I'homme se constitue comme
sujet de la culture et c’est 14, avant tout, qu'll faut cher-
cher I'homme pour le comprendre vraiment

Aussi, peutdtre I'Eglise peut-elle proposer 2 'homme
européen qui cherche la signification de ce qui s’est
passé et de qui se passe encore, et qui cherche en méme
temps a comprendre plus profondément le sens de son
histoire et de son destin, I'annonce de la présence du
Christ dans l'histoire des nations comme dans la vie
de tout étre humain, comme clé de compréhension et
guide pour I'action. Elle le fait en se souvenant de tous
ceux qui ont souffert pour la vérité et la dignité de
I'homme. Trés nombreux parmi eux sont les chré
tiens qui ont uni dans leur sacrifice le témoignage
rendu a Dieu et le service de 'homme. [ls ont ouvert
par leur témoignage une phase nouvelle de I'évangé-
lisation de I'Europe.

1. 2. Que s'est-il passé ?

Le communisme s’est écroulé, c'est-a-dire un régime
totalitaire qui avait enrégimenté la vie de peuples
entiers en niant leurs droits essentiels et leur liberté

de décider de leur propre destin.
Avec lui s'est écroulé le marxisme, un systéme de pen-
sée qui avait prétendu remplacer le christianisme

par
une sorte de religion séculi¢re athée, synthése du
développement «scientifique» de I'"époque modemne.

Cette doctrine avait décrété I'éimination physique de

toute religion ou une contrainte maximale de la foi
religieuse 2 I'intérieur de Emites étrojtes et contrdlées.
La situation variait de pays i pays. en général,
on peut dire que la tendance de I i envahir
T'espace propre 4 Iz religion a donné des résultats trés
négatifs. £
Le christianisme a survécu a cette épreuve, peuttre la
plus dure quil :il: subie tdu cours de son histoire
ire depuis le temps des ions qui vou-
laient anéantir 'Eglise naissante. Les Eglises chré
tiennes et.les autres religions acquiérent 3 nouveau
aujourd'hui, dans un vaste espace géographique, la
pleine liberté d'adorer Dieu et de chercher & confor-
mer A la foi les comportements individuels et sociaux
des croyants.
On observe aujourd’hui un vide idéologique et spiri-
tuel qui appelle une renaissance religieuse.
Surtout dans les milieux intellectuels, on manifeste
un grand intérét, dans le cadre de Finquiétude et de la
recherche religieuses qui se réveillent, pour I'Occi-
dent chrétien et surtout pour le christianisme.
Cet événement ne concerne pas seulement les peuples

des pays qui ont été soumis a un régime politiqu-
communiste. Dans les pays de I'Occident, I'idée s'es-
largement répandue que, pour étre efficacement d
cdté des pauvres, il était nécessaire de devenir mar
xistes ou tout au moins d'accepter des instrument:
d'analyse marxiste, et de se soumettre i la directior
politique des communistes. Dans beaucoup de pays er
voie de développement, la conviction s'est répandu
que le marxisme offrait un modéle capable d'éliminer
la pauvreté matérielle et de construire, en excluant I:
foi et en niant la liberté religieuse, une société plu-
humaine.

Pour toutes ces raisons, il semble que I'on puisse dir:
justement que ce qui S’est passé est un événement d:
libération de I'homme et de libération de I'Eglise.

1. 3. Conséquences de cet événement

La situation nouvelle qui s'est créée ouvre i I'Egliss
de nouvelles possibilités de présence dans I'histoire e
I'appelle a les assumer avec humilité et responsabilité.

a) Un grand désir de liberté, de bonheur, de bien-étre
humain traverse aujourd'hui les pays de touts
I"Europe. Certains d'entre eux souffrent encore d'ur
manque de liberté politique convenable. D'autres doi
vent reconstruire leur économie et sont a la recherch

d'un juste bien-étre. D'autres sant encore er
recherche ; ils sont menacés par un matéralisme
pratique qui rend plus difficile une appréciation ade
quate des valeurs spirituelles. L'Eglise partage le:
attentes et les espoirs des peuples : elle les accompagn¢
avec confiance. Elle offre avant tout son effort pou

éduquer I'homme a la liberté authentique par le

moyens de I'évangélisation et le soutien de la grice d-
Dieu, qui conduit a la paix véritable fondée sur lIa jus
tice.

L'expérience de la résistance, en proportion de so:
intensité et de ses effets, a donné a I'Eglise non seule
ment des martyrs et des confesseurs, mais a aussi pro
duit l'unité et la collaboration entre le peuple et 1a hi¢
rarchie, ainsi que la mise en pratique des conviction

communes et de la priére commune. i

b) Une se présente de surmonter la scissior
entre et le monde du travail et, en général, d.

répondre 2 la soif de justice des pauvres du monde qu’
a si douloureusement influencé I'apostasie des masser
ouvriéres dans le passé. Nous disons que es’ouvre
une possibilité» parce qu'en de nombreux cas I'Eglis¢
est devenue étrangére i ces milieux sociaux qui n-
peuvent se rapprocher d'elle que par une nouvelle
annonce de la foi. 11 est cependant trés importan:
qu'aujourd’hui ait disparu un obstacle idéologique
ou comme une religion séculiére alternative, qui blo-
quait et empéchait la présence chrétienne dans ce
milieu de vie ; au contraire, la sympathie instinctive
et la réciprocité naturelle qui existe entre les attenter
des pauvres et I'annonce de I'Evangile, apparaissen-
plus clairement.

c) La réalité des nations apparalt & nouveau, et le pro
bléme du service que FEglise doit rendre 4 cette réalit:
se pose & nouveau. La nation est un fait éminemmen.
culturel, qui plonge ses racines dans I'histoire. O:
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peut dire que parfois les nations elles-mémes sont nées
par I'évangélisation et le baptéme, qui ont permis la
conciliation en un seul peuple d'ethnies différentes et
ennemies. En tout cas, la rencontre du christianisme
a provoqué une maturation décisive de la conscience
et de l'identité des nations de I'Europe, et a animé leur
vie de l'intérieur pendant des siécles. Cette réalité
réapparait aussi dans des pays qui n'ont pas été com-
munistes. Les peuples cherchent leur identité dans la
sphere de la culture plutdt que dans celle de I'économie
et de I'administration. Ici aussi se présente 4 I'Eglise
une possibilité de grande importance, celle d"annon-
cer a nouveau le Christ dans la culture et la vie sociale
des nations. En méme temps, le risque existe que les
nations cherchent a se définir en mettant entre paren-
théses cette racine chrétienne et en se situant plutdt
sur le terrain d’'une culture néo-paienne de la puis-
sance et de la force. Elles peuvent faire de I'affirmation
de leur droit l'occasion de nier le droit d'autres
nations, ou de se soustraire a la difficile recherche
d'accords vraiment justes qui respectent les droits de
tous les hommes et de toutes les nations dans la
recherche du bien commun de I'Europe et de toute
I"humanité.

d) La conscience de l'unité de I'Europe va en s'accen-
tuant, ainsi que le désir de donner a cette unité des
formes d’expression économique, sociale et politique.
En méme temps se pose le probléeme des racines, des
valeurs et de lhistoire qui définissent I'homme euro-
péen. Une unité du continent fondée seulement sur la
convergence des intéréts matériels est-elle possible ?
:‘Une telle unité ne risque-t-elle pas, en réalité, d'opposer
certains pays européens a d'autres, certaines classes
sociales a d'autres, 'Europe dans son ensemble et les
autres pays riches au reste du monde, ou dominent
encore la pauvreté, les maladies et 1a guerre ? Il est
possible d'opposer 4 'Europe des intéréts 'Europe de
1a culture, aJ'Europe des égoismes I'Europe de la soli-
darité. Mais une telle voie risque d'étre peu efficace,
d'en rester au niveau de la rhétorique, si on oublie
que, dans l'histoire européenne, la solidarité et la cul-
ture sont nées d'un événement capable de changer le
cceur de 'homme, c'est-i-dire de la rencontre du
christianisme. Comment proposer 4 nouveau cet évé-
nement dans Ihistoire de notre temps ?

1. 4. La signification de cet événement

Est-il possible de comprendre d'une maniére réduc-
trice I'écroulement du marxisme, de le faire dépendre
simplement de ses insuffisances et de son inefficacité
au plan économique ? Sans nier I'importance de ces
facteurs, il semble que Fon puisse dire que, derritre les
retournements de situation dans les pays ex-commu-
nistes, il y a quelque chose de plus grand : une volonté
de vivre dans la vérité, le désir d'une existence pleine-
ment humaine. B

Est-il possible de répondre 2 cette demande seulement
en transférant les modéles économiques et politiques
de I'Occident dans les pays ex-communistes ? En
Occident, I'écroulement du communisme signifie-t-

il la disqualification de toute tentative de transformer
la société existante pour la rendre plus humaine et
plus digne de I'homme ? Quelle contribution I'Eglise
doit-elle apporter pour orienter la lutte pour la justice
dans une Europe postcommuniste ? Ne peut-on dis-
cerner une crise, non pas économique ou politique,
mais culturelle et morale, du modéle de développe-
ment propre 2 la société occidentale ol se manifeste, de
diverses maniéres, la méme insuffisance dans la ten-
tative de construire une société authentiquement
humaine, en mettant entre parenthéses ou en niant le
rapport constitutif qui lie I'homme a Dieu, source de
tout bien ?

Sans aucun doute, |'Est s'impose avec la force de la foi
ou avec la force du désir de la foi.

L'Europe orientale se montre allergique 2 tout ce qui a
un goit de marxisme, également en théologie et dans
la vie de I'Eglise, mais, en méme temps, elle regarde
avec un espoir excessif et accorde sa confiance, avec
trop peu d'esprit critique, aux modéles libérawux, et cela
n'est pas le seul fait de I'économie.

La reconstruction de la société démocratique en
Europe centrale et orientale, et celle de I'Eglise comme
communauté sui gesmeris dans la société civile (la
citoyenneté évangélique, surnaturelle, indiquée avec
tant de force par saint Paul), est possible surtout par
I'adhésion aux valeurs de la culture catholique dans
sa double configuration occidentale et orientale,
romaine et byzantine.

Il ne s'agit pas de remplacer une culture par une
autre, mais d'intégrer et d’enrichir une tradition
par une autre, en provoquant ainsi de profonds chan-
gements cecuméniques a la base de la culture et des
rapports entre les nations et entre les communautés.

Sans cette corrélation qui, par ailleurs:sauvegarde les
identités respectives, on ne pourra construire I'unité
chrétienne de I'Europe et encore moins celle du
monde.

Il. Questionnaire

Le questionnaire suivant, comme instrument pour

1ancer la réflexion préparatoire 4 ’Assemblée spéciale,

invite surtout les Conférences épiscopales d'Europe 2
fournir des éléments et des observations utiles 2
I'étude du théme du Synode.

L'analyse et le recueil des réponses permettront aux
participants i 'Assemblée synodale tout d’abord de se
rendre compte de la réalité dans son ensemble, mais
aussi, par la suite, d'indiquer et d'approfondir les
réponses a donner aux défis et aux questions que sou-
lévera la réflexion commune.

2. 1. Evaluation de la situation

1. L'Exrope vit un moment décisif de son histoire.
Est-il possible de reconnaitre dans les récents événe-

LA DOCUMENTATION CATHOLIQUE e 2 JUIN 1991  N° 2029
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ments un «signe des temps» 3 travers lequel la Provi-
dence interroge I'Eglise et surtout ses pasteurs ?

Quel est selon vous le message que I'Esprit Saint
adresse a I'Eglise en Europe en ce moment ?

2. Quelle est la signification de I'écroulement des sys-
témes totalitaires dans les pays de ['Est de 'Europe ?

3. Remarque-t-on dans la société de I'Europe occiden-

tale des phénomeénes qui ont une signification et un
poids analogues, qui interrogent I'Eglise en ce
moment de |histoire de I'Europe ?

4. Quels pourraient-étre selon vous les problémes qui

se présentent 2 I'Eglise en Europe et que I'on devrait
considérer comme communs a 'Est et 2 'Ouest ?

' LA DOCUMENTATION

CATHOLIQUE

Publie dans le n° 2029 du 2 juin 1991

le texte intégral de I'Encyclique
de Jean-Paul Il
"Centesimus Annus"

a l'occasion du centenaire
de I'Encyclique "Rerum Novarum®

Offre spéciale
pour les commandes en hombre :
1 exempiaire‘: 20F
10ex.: 190 F 25ex.:45QF
i 50ex.:850F 100ex.:1500F

i Adressez votre commande,
! avec votre réglement, & :
i

LA DOCUMENTATION CATHOLIQUE
Marie-Giannina
3, rue Bayard

75393 PARIS

ex 08

2. 2. Vers un nouvel effort
d’évangélisation

5. Qu'estce qui vous préoccupe le plus en ce moment
dans votre Eglise ?

6. Quelles sont selon vous les chances et les obstacles de
1a nouvelle évangélisation de 'Europe ?

7. Quels efforts sont faits pour mettre les hommes d:
notre temps en Europe en mesure de rencontrer, par
I'intermédiaire de I'Eglise et des chrétiens, le Chris'
notre Sauveur ?

8. Dans une culture marquée par la mentalité scien:
tifique, la technique et diverses formes de recherche
religieuse, que se fait-il - ou que devrait-on faire -
pour présenter la foi catholique dans sa vérité totale ?

9. Quelles sont en Europe les tAches eecuméniques
principales dans le contexte de ‘la nouvelle
évangélisation ?

0. Comment votre Eglise vit-lle les rapports avec le

Ajudaisme ?

11. Comment, dans votre Eglise, se présente le dialo-
gue avec les religions non chrétiennes ?

12. Comment envisagez-vous I'évangélisation de lz
culture en Europe ?

2. 3. L'échange des dons

13. Que pouvezvous offrir aux Eglises sceurs de
'Ouest et, respectivement, de I'Est ?

14. Qu'attendez-vous des Eglises sceurs de I'Ouest et.
respectivement, de I'Est ?

15. Comment percevez-vous et comprenez-vous votre

identité européenne surtout au plan rchgmux e
spirituel, culturel, ecclésial ?

16. Comment votre Eglise peut-elle concourir i
I'exercice des vertus évangéliques, spécialement celle
du pardon ?

17. Comment envisage-t-on dans votre Eglise les
exigences de la justice, de la paix et des droits de
I'homme dags les domaines intérieur, européen.
international ? - E




[end]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible
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Geneva, 27 June 199]

To: 1) Mr. Seymour Reich
Prof. Leon A. Feldman

2) Mr. Jean Kahn
From: Gerhart M. Riegner

I. With regard to the forthcoming special Synod of Furopean RBishops
which wil) meet at the Vatican {rom 28 November to 14 December, it seems
to me that the following steps should be envisaged:

1) A memorandum should he drafted which would define the Jewish
position with regard to the Catholic concept of the 'evangelisation
of Europe' which will be the major theme of the Synnd. This

memorandum should stress:

a) the great Jewish contribution to Eurcpean culture as a permanent
factor of European development;

b) the fact that there 1is a variety of religious, cultural snd secular
traditions which have contributed to the formation of the European
: continent and its culture. They constitute the richness of the
European tradition and all of these trends should be recognized
as legitimate parts of European culture;

¢) we welcome wholeheartedly the restoration of the principle of
religious freedom, notably in the former Communist countries of
Central and Eastern Furope, and we support all efforts to restitute
e to religion and religious traditions their rightful place on the™ -
- European seene}

d) these efforts are, however, to be undertaken within a legal
framework that recognizes religious and cultural pluralism as its
basic principle. This implies the clear acceptance and respect
of the limits this framework sets for all;

e) we should at the same time stress the convergence between our views
and the views of the Church, particularly with regard to the .
importance of the effective protection of human rights and
fundamental freedoms as basic guarantees in a united Europe.

2) This memorandum should be sent on behalf of T.JCIC and the Furopean
Jewish Congress to all Furopean Jewish communities with the request
to approach the Bishops' Conference of their country and to convey to
them these views in an appropriate way. At the same time, the
communities should ask that these views be communicated to the



delegates to the European Synod.

The memorandum should also be sent to Cardinal Martini as President
of the Council of European Bishops' Conferences.

II. T have noted that in the announcement of the Synod in "La Documentation
Catholique™ No. 2029 it is said that "the presence of representatives of
Judaism and Islam is also under examination." 1 do not think that we should
undertake any démarche on this specific matter and should rather wait and
Bee.

IIT, It 1is also interesting that in the questionnaire sent out to all
Bishops' Conferences in connection with the Furopean Synod, there is a

question "on the relations of the Church in your country with Judaism!

A &
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

July 22, 1991

TO; All members of IJCIC e 1

representing the Constituent’ o:ganizations

FROM: Seymour D. Reich, Chairman
Leon A, Feldman, Consultant

REMINDER:

TR hl ’
' .'ii'l'f im‘ '
THE NEXT MEETING OF IJCIC WILL TAKE PLACE}0
TUESDAY, JULY 30, 1991 = "l ;

12,30 Luncheon e
IN THE OFFICES OF THE SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL 0!' MICA

AGENDA : BECAUSE LUHCH Eﬁ.S TO BE ORDERED,

o ,|;*
The proposed agenda will include the follo
' :I. b ];. o
1. Letter from Dr, Emilio Castro, Ganara ‘,erntary of the
World Council of Churches (WCC), datadnJuna 27, 1991 -
Discussion of proposed reply, L;ﬁ
i‘|l LA .
2, Forthcoming visit to the US of CardIRIIWJOIIGf Glemp =
a/arrival date in Washington, DC. Friday,lﬁsaptember 20, 1991,
proposed meeting with Jewish group at 10 am., to be follawed
by a restricted press conference, :
b/Cardinal Glemp will be the guest of Cardinal J.J. O'Connor on
Sunday-Monday, October 6-7, 1991; some kind of reception to
which Jews are to be invited, is envisaged,
c/Implications for IJCIC?

" 3. Letter from Edward I. Cardinal Casudy..daud July 10, 1991

‘concerning the status of building activities of the Carmelite
. .Convent. -_,-._.WL., m,.", -
'—il‘k "FT
Attention is drawn to letter by Fr. caniloznaccisa, 0CD, Supeior
General of the Carmelite Order, to T eo“xlain, Bsq,, dated
July 14, 1991. Also relevant, news items’(trsasl. by Hella Moritz).
| |'
4, Implementation of the Prague Declaration -
a/Letters sent to Cardinal Laslo Paskai, OFH (ﬂungary) and to
b/Bishop Henryk Muszynski (Poland ) = with copies to Fr.Fumagalli),
c/Proposed visit by IJCIC representatives to Warsaw, Budapest and
Prague. :

5. Report on meeting in Geneva of Mgr, Danalkinosand his assistant
F. Basil in connection with a IJCIG-Greek Orthodox consultation
to take place in February 1992, The above’ meatins was held in
Geneva on Jume 25 attendel by the above mentioned and Dr. G.M.
Riegner and Prof., Jean Halperin.

A small preparatory meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 3,
1991 in Geneva, Composition of the IJCIC delegation,
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Committee on Interreligious
Consultations ’
Synagogue Council of America
327 Lexington Avenue
New York, N.¥, 10016 / U.S.A.

Geneva, 27 June 1991
EC/uz

Dear Mr Reich, 3

tH rlrl g 1
Thank you for your letter of 18 Jume, the contents of uhﬂéh.hAVD been noted.
Your letter does, in a certain sense, confirm that the present relationship
between the WCC and the IJCIC has deteriorated. The reason for this
deterioration is hopefully only based on mutual ignorance of the conatralnta
and limitations of the other and could and will be corroctod.

I must, however, disagree with your narrow dascriptlon of the WCC relationship
with the Jewish community. We do not consider IJCIC as the sole representative
of the Jewish community. To equate any difficulty we may have with IJCIC to
difficulty with the Jewish community at large is a misunderstanding. Much as
we cherish long years of fruitful relations with IJCIC, the WCC cannot reduce
its relations with the Jewish community to IJCIC alone. The richness of our
association with the Jewish community is mirrored in some of the following
events, past, present and future:

- A consultation on ecology and spiritual and moral wvalues held in Kuala
Lumpur in May 1990 was enriched by the presence of Rabbi Mordechai
—Liebling. His presentation on a Jewish view on ecology was one of the
highlights of this conference.

- The JPIC Convocation in Seoul, March 1990, will be remembered for a
moving event: the Israeli-Palestimian tovenant. Two Israelis, one from
the Orthodox Zionist peace movement Oz ve Shalom, Dr Deborah Weissman,

and the other from the interreligiouQ_EEEEE“mnvamnnt Clergy for Peace,
Rabbi Jeremy Milgrom, committed themselves together with Palestinian

Christians and Muslims to work for a just and real peace between
Israelis and Palestinians. They further asked the "WCC and its member
(’churches...to combat anti-Arab and anti-Jewish stereotypes".

- In August 1990 the Dialogue sub-unit organized a multi-faith meeting in
Hong Kong, Among these guests of other faiths were Rabbi rshall Meyer
and Ms ngggﬂgxnihnan, later invited as guests to the Assembly in
Canberra. Rabbi Meyer told of the Sabbath meals he regularly celebrates
with those in need of sanctification of time: those with AIDS, whose
time is counted.
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- The respect for Judaism and the Christian affinity with the Jewish
community left imprints in the Assembly Sectiom I report, "Giver' of Life
- Sustain Your Creation". The report called for a deepened understanding
of creation and for an exploration of creation theology. "Learning from
the 01d Testament and from the Jewish perception of our relatiom to

-~ creation is crucial to a new ecological semnsitivity". One paragraph is

dedicated to the Jewish vision of economic and ecological
reconciliation, social restoration and personal remewal as manifested in
the institutions of Sabbath, the Sabbatical Year and the Jubilee Year.

-~ Another important contribution was again given by Rabbi Marshall Meyer.
As one of our Jewish guests he challenged, through his experience of
fighting for human rights in Argentina, some 3000 assembled Christians.

- The commitment of the WCC to stand up against antisemitism was expressed
in my letter to the member churches in Augqust 1990 and way further
underlined in our effort to facilitate, in Canberra, & meeting between
Russian Christians and Christian and Jewish members of the ICCJ. A
pan-Orthodox-Christian-Jewish dialogue is scheduled for this autumn.

- The commitment to peace and justice for all involved in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict remains a commitment for the WCC. We are
willing to offer our good offices for the purpose and are presently
exploring how to best serve the cause of peace for all concerned.

- Of course, we do not list separately the many ongoing and growing
relations between the member churches of the WCC and nationmal Jewlsh
communities. We want to stimulate them as much as possible because it is
in that way that solid grounds of understanding are built.

The WCC invites IJCIC to discuss with us how we can cooperate on issues like
these. We would welcome constructive suggestions to help enhance and deepen
the relations between different aspects of Christian and Jewish life. I think
also that a personal conversation with you will iron out the harshness of our
epistolary exchange.

As to practical arrangements regarding a meeting, I suggest that details be
worked out between a representative of IJCIC and our Desk for Christian-Jewish

relations’

Please be sure that I will follow the matter with profound personal interest.

Yours sincerely,

“Gederal ecretary
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Ponuifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity

Vatican City, July 10th, 199

.
Prot.N. J. 2%4/91/e

Mr. Seymour REICH

Chairman, International Jewish Committee
Synagogue Council of America

327 Lexington Avenue

NEW YORK, NY 10016

Dear Mr. Reich,

1 thank you again for the congratulations you sent me last
June 25, together with some news on the Auschwitz Death Camp in
Poland.

1 would like to confirm the information that Father Pier
Francesco Fumagalli, aftér his trip in Poland "last April, conveyed to
Dr. Riegner and Prof. Feldman: presently the programme for the
complete building of the New Monastery is the first objective of the
Cracowian Foundation, together with the building of only one of the
edifices of the Centre. By reaching as soon as possible those two
objectives, both the relocation of the Monastery and the opening of
the Centre would take place at the same time, showing in that way due
respect for the Jewish victims at Auschwitz - the majority - and also
affirming the respect far all other victims.

Fr. Fumagalli received assurance that initiatives for the

iritual and hological formation of the Nuns, in order to

facilitate their decision to move, were being takem in the most
appropriate and discrete way.

As for the news in the JTA last June 24, concerning warehouses
and brewery, 1 have requested more information from Poland. 1 do not
think, however, that such moves should be seen in relation with
initiatives from the religious authorities.

On the other hand, we were told that the building of the "01d
Theater" will be given back in due course to the State Adminstration
responsible for it.

1-00120 Vatican City - Tel. 698.4386/698.3071
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"As you know an International Consultative Council ("Conseil
International de Programmation") has recently been established by His
Eminence Cardinal Macharsky, and attached to the Cracowian Foundation.
We have repeatedly stressed the importance that in some way the 1JCIC
and the European Jewry should be involved in this Council, as is the
case with our Commission, which was invited to the first meeting last
April 7.

1 hope to receive further information on this issue and so be
able to send you further details.

With cordial wishes, 1 remain,

Yours sincerely,

/4:¢L'!ﬂ“4 (zbhd‘- (,
Edward ldris Cardinal Cassid

President

A [ tidsticia,, -
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Rome, le )4 juillet 1991

Maitre,

- Le 9 février 1989, le P, Philippe Sainz de Baranda, mon

prédecesseur, vous faisait part de sa position concerpant l'affajre
du Carmel d'Auschwitz.

Elu Préposé Général des Carmes Déchaussés le 10 avril 1991,
dans la fidelité & la pensée et & l'action de mon prédecesseur,
ayani pris connaissance de la pensée personelle de Jean Paul II, je
tieng & vous exprimer sans tarder ma détermination & voir se
réaliser aussl rapidement que possible 1'Accord signé a Gendve Je
22 février 1987, .

La tragédie hitlérienne qui a frappé 1'Europe. a laissd un non
qui désigne l'innomable: “Auschwitz" signifie désormais une "chose
unique, inconcevable, impensable et indicible qu‘'est la B8hoah",
comme 1l'écrit Ady 6Steg. Auschwitz doit demeurer ce symbole.
Auschwitz doit en grader mémoire & jamais, d'abord par fidelité aux
millions de victimes juives qQui périrent en ce lieu de ténébres et
dans les autres camps d'extermination, ensuite pour gque chaque
génération & venir se souvienne., Aussi je m'associe complétement &
ceux qui ont signé le textc "Zakhor", le 22 juillet 1986,

Ce "jour de fureur et de détresse” qu'est.la’Shoah ‘ne peut’ ni
ne doit s'effacer de la mémoire contemporaine.izAurseuil >de’mon
mandat comme Préposé Général des Carmes Déchauseés, :je vous exprime
mon regret pour le manque de compréhension et ‘de respect di & la
memoire juive, qui a pu étre manifesté par des membres de la
famjlle du Carmel.

Uni & mes fréres et soeurs polonais, je veux garder dans 1la
fidelité chrétienne la mémoire des. martyre de Pologhe sous le
natjonal-socialisme. Cette fidelité et 1a foi catholique n'exigent
pas que les soeurs carmélites prient sur le lieux d'exterminatjon
des martyrs. Me souvenant avec Saint Paul que toute la Loi et les
Prophétes se résument dans le mot de “charité", je m'associc’
entiérement & ceux qui ont signé 1'Accord du 22 février 1987.

Aprés un séance de travail avec le responsable de Ja
construction nommé para le Cardinal Machareki, Jj'ai pu prondre
connaissance en détail de Jl‘'avancement actuel des Dbétiments du
nouveau monastére et du Centre, des efforts considérables entrepris
et des réelles difficultés financiéres.
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Dans la mesure de mes responsabilités, j'al pris les décisions
qui convenalent pour faciliter le plus possible le transfert dos
soeurs qui, comme vous 1'a fait savoir le P. Saing de Baranda, ont
exprimé leur accord pour déménager dans le nouveau Carmel. Le
"Vieux Thé&tre" deviendre alors "sjlencieux", comme le camp,

Avant mQOrement pesé toutes les difficultés etL 1'avancemont
actuel des bétiments du nouveau monastére, je pense raisonnablo
prévoir que les soeurs seront installées dans leur monastére pour
lg¢ moie d'octobre 1992, Il ne perait pas réaliste @' envisager que
ce transfert advienne avant cette date.

Ayant pris connaissance des souhaits exprimés récement par M.
Jean Kahn, Président du C.R.I.F., je vous prie de bien vouloir 1lui
communiquer le contenu de cette lettre,

Ayant, je l'espére, l'occasion de faire prochainement votre
connaissance, je vous prie de croire a l'assurance de mon
dévouement.

.F.. c.mh “‘“" Bep
Fr, Camilo, Hacoise. oCD

AR
Préponi%oéndral
1 ]

T - - ¥ li:,

g
Mafitre Théo KLEIN o
44 Avenue des Champs-Elysées
F - 75008 PARIB
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POLOGNE : unc letire du supérieur général des Carmes
& M* Théo Klein

Les carmélites polonaiges
quitteront le camp d"Auschwity en 1992

Se faisant Uinterpréite de « (o
pensée personnelle de
Jean-Faul 11v, le nouveau supé.
ricur général de I'ordre des
Cammes, le Pére Camilo Maceise.
Mezicain, ¢lu.py ayrjl l}i;pl d’sn-
noncer, dans uné leltre du 14 juil-
Iet A M* Théo Klein, ancicn prdsi-
denl du Congrés juil curopden, sz
«détermination 4 voir se réaliser
qussi rapidement que possible w les
accords prévoyont lc déménage-
ment des carmélites polonsises du
bitiment qu'elles occupent, depuis
cing ans, dans lc camp d'Aus-
chwity,

Signés 4 Genbve, lc 22 [évrigr
1987, entre plusieurs cardinaux
curopéens (Mgr Decourtray et
Mgr Lustiger pour ls France,
Mgr Macharski pour la Pologne,
elc.) cl une délégation juive prési-
dée par M+ Kliein, ccs sccords por-
taient notamment sur la consirue-
tion, & 500 mtires du camp, d'un
autre monasiére et d'un centre
d'information sur la Shosh,

Une sallc de conférences est
_presque achevée &l pourrs prochais
nement accuelllir des groupes.
Quant av nouveau carmel, 52
construction ¢n est au glade des
fondations. « J'al pu prendre
connalssance de l'svancement
octuel des bdiiments du nmouveau
monasiére e du cenlre, des ¢florts
coniidérobles entrepris el des
réclles difficultds financitres», dil
le supéricur de l'ordre des Carmes.
«Jai pris les décisions qul conve.
nalent pour faciliter le plus possible
le trnn{m des saurs qul {..) ont
exprimé leur accord pour déméne.
ger dans le nowveau carmel Le
evieux thédire » d'Auschwiiz
deviendra alors o sllcacieux »,
comne le camp. »

«Je pense raisonnable de prévolr,

- b —— e

continue 1a leiipe 4 M+ Klein, gur
Ies saurs seront Installées dans lewe
monatidre pour le moiy d'octobsc
1992 1l ne der§li'nas' réahisic d'en
visogrr que ‘cef ltransfeeir advien
néill™oVanl“qeile daiets 7 -

«Je rohs exprinie
mces yegrels»

C'est la premitre fois que l'or
dre des Carmés prend une posi-
tion aussi ferme dans ec confit.
Apits avoir cild le professeur fran.
¢nis Ady Sicg, le Pére Maccuse
deeit que wce gjour de furewr ¢t de
déiesse w ”.ﬁ lo Shoah ne¢ peut
ni ne dou s'tflacer dr la mbmesiee
contemporaine, Au sewil de mon
mandal ropnm’ préposé yénérol dey
Carmes. je Yous exprime mes
reprels pour le mangue de comprés
hension et dg respect dus & la
mémoire Juive qui a pu dire mani
Jesté par des mjembres de la famille
du carmel. Upi & mes friees et
seurs polonais, J¢ veux garder duns
lo fidtlité chtttienne lo mémaire
des mariyrs r Pologne sous le

national-social{sme. Celte fidMité o1

la fin cothalige n'cxigent pas qur
les saurs cormélites prient sur les

lieux d'extermination des mar.

tyrae.

H. 1.

(2 Youcke
8 -39
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TO BE GONE BY OCTOBER 1992,
{EW HEAD OF CARMELITE ORDER
1el Di Paz

\RIS, July 17 (JTA) -~ The newly elccted
r general of the Carmelite order of nuns
ars predicted this week that the nuns at
‘itz will move to their new location in
1992, but no sooner.
t would be unrealistic to view this (rans-
an earlier date,” Father Camilo Maccise
in a warmly conciliatory letter to Theo
former president of the European Jewish
ss and of CRIF, the representative council
1ch Jewish organizations.
he letter expressed his regret “for the lack
erstanding and respect owed to the Jewish
y that may have been demonstrated by
rs of the Carmelite family.”
.lein was one of the Jewish leaders who
an agreement with the European cardinals
1eva on Feb. 22, 1987, establishing a three-
ieadline for the relocation of the Carmelite
from their controversial convent on the
is of the former death camp in Poland.
“he deadline, Feb. 22, 1990, passed unob-
, and relations grew increasingly strained
:n Jews and the Roman Catholic Church.
cather Maccise stressed in his letter to
that he was “determined to see” the Ge-
agreement implemented “as soon as possi-

He said that also was the “personal desire”
a¢ John Paul 11,

Observers here emphasized that this is the
time a leader of the Carmelite order has
such a firm stand on the Auschwitz con-

Maccise, who is a native of Mexico, ac-
ledged in his letter that Auschwitz has come
smbolize the Holocaust in 8ll its horrors,
a gives it a special meaning to Jews.

“The Hitlerian tragedy that struck Europe
a name that identifies the unspeakable.
hwitz now defines a unique, inconceivable,
inkable, inexpressible thing -- the Holocaust,"
“armelite friar wrote.

Earlier Date ‘Unrealistic’

His letter stated that “united with my Polish
brothers and sisters, 1 seek Christian fidelity 1o
the memory of the martyrs of Poland under
National Socialism.

“This fidelity and the Catholic faith do not
requirc that Carmelite nuns should pray at the
places of the martyrs' extermination. Remember-
ing, with Saint Paul, that the whole of the Law
and of the Prophets are summed up in the word
‘charity,’ I totally Join with those who signed the
Feb. 22, 1987 agreement.”

The Carmelite leader added that he has met
with the person in charge of building a new
convent off the Auschwitz site, which will also
contain an ecumenical center for prayer, study
and meditation, :

“Having given much thought to the difficul-
tics and the state of the new convent, I think it
reasonable to forecast that the nuns will be
installed in thelr new location in October 1992. It
would be unrealistic to view this transfer at an
carlier date,” he wrote.

Many participants in an international gather-
ing of Catholic youth, slated for Aug. 13-15 in
Czestochowa, Poland, to colncide with the pope's
visit to his homecland, are expected to continuc

onto the site of the mew convent, where they will

camp in tent cities. ,
It is not yet known whether the programs

they will participate in will explicitly detail the
unique Jewish nature of the Holocaust. More

information about the program ls expected carly

next week. ‘
(JTA staff writer Debra Nussbaum Cohen in

New York contributed to this report.)
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1OTESTS MOUNT OVER PLANS TO BUILD
{OPPING MALL NEAR RAVENSBRUCK CAMP

JULY 22, 1991

NEW YORK, July 21 (JTA) -- The Anti-
sfamation Leaguec has urged the German govern-
ent to halt construction of a shopping center
:xt to the site of the Ravensbruck concentration
.mp, some 50 miies north of Berlin in what was
rrmerly East Germany.

Abraham Foxman, ADL's national director,
opealed directly to Manfred Stolpe, the prime
inister of the federal state of Brandenburg,
‘here Ravensbruck is located, to abandon the
roject, which has already aroused fierce contro-
ersy in Germany.

In a letter made public here Friday, he
sked the prime minister to “do everything to
revent the implementation of such a plan, so as

o preserve the integrity of this site, which
hould serve as a permanent reminder and warning
.0 the people of Germany and of the world of the
1rrors of Nazi rule”

The shopping center is under construction on
a cobblestone road in the town of Furstenberg.
The road was built by slave laborers from more
than 20 countries who were incarcerated at Ra-
vensbruck during World War II. The mall would be
located about 1,800 feet from a memorial to them.

Government officlals of fered as a compromise
the planting of foliage to obscure the site of the
market from that road.

More than 132,000 inmates, mostly women
and children, passed .through the camp. At lcast
90,000 died. The prisoners were mostly Jews, but
also Gypsics, nuns, Christian activists and others
the Nazis considered opponents of their regime.

Furstenberg, now bereft of Soviet military
patronage and anxious for business and jobs,
licensed the coastruction in January on land
utitized until recently by Soviet troops. The mall
is a project of the Kaiser supermarket chain, a
subsidiary of Tengelmann & Co., the German food
giant that owns A&P supcrmarkets in the United
States, according to The New York Times.

But building seems to have been suspended,
at least temporarily, Hans Christian Bremme,

chairman of Tengolmann's, said the firm is recon-
sidering plans to operate the store.

Another tenant, the French automaker
Renault, pulled out after the controversy gener-
ated protest demonstrations snd, in one instance,
violence. Bombs damaged an unfinished markot and
a Kaiser store in Berlin. An urban guerrilla group
called Revolutiopary Cells has claimed responsi-
bility, the Times roported.

But many mainstream Germans src picketing
the construction:site, too, On July 10, a group of
women demonstrated in Berlin against the mall
They were led iby,/Inge Rabe, whose mother was
an inmate of Ravensbruck,

The Jewish . communitics of Germany, Bclginm
and France have also protested. _

Jurgen Dittbetner. an official of the Ministry
of Culture of Brandenburg said it is not too late
to convert the'‘shopping center into a library,
removing signs of commerce from & site of human-
suffering. g

But the protests have generated a backlash,

Residonts’ofi'the former East German town
want the cenmitor .the joba it would create and
for easy access§tojiconsumer goods, which were
rare during four) decades of Communist rule.

|"_j,u i
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§tore s Use
{Of Nazi Camp

—

Protested

v

Supermarket Planned
At Ravensbrueck

By Marc Fisher

' Washingion Pest Foreign Service

}- BERLIN, 18—Despite

July

. ' Istrong protests from Holocaust sur-

¥ - £There is no law against bad,

vivors around the world, local Ger-
_ officials said today they cannot
.{prevent a supermarket from open-
ing on the grounds of the Ravens-
brueck Nazi . concentration camp

& orth of here. But the supermarket

“ chain and the state premier indi-
i fcated tonight that they were having

nd thoughts about the project..

,.a spokesman for the Bran-
‘Wenburg state government, Man-
“|fred Schwarzkopf, had told the daily
rliner Zeitung earlier.
But tonight, Brandenburg's po-
sition appeared to waver as state
Eremier Manfred Stolpe said he
ould review the controversy next
eek and the Kaiser chain, hit hard
byithe outcry from abroad, backed
way from its previous determina-
ion to go ahead with the opening. -
" #What can possibly be done has
10t yet been decided, an_d is certain-

gelmann Group. aasd in a radio ine
terview. ‘He said the company did
‘Inot know when it planned the store
that “the site was so burdened.”

TMeanwhile,” arsonists today ate

Yacked both’ the Ravensbrueck su-

rmarket and another Kaiser's in

gastern Berlin. A group calling it-

lf the: Revolutionary Cell sent a
|§5 ter.to'the German news agency
DPA'claumng responsibility for the
.two firebombings. It said the group
\Fwill not wait for a constructwn halt
'but will fight for it.”

T
- mme

¥ The outcry over the nearly com-
leted building, which is about a
uarter of a mile from a memorial
to the 92,000 women and children
illed -at Ravensbrueck, today
rought suong denunciations from
guemsh and Gypsy survivor groups
France, Belgium and Germany,
¥rom Germany's small official Jew-
ish community, and from Nazi-hunt-
er Simon Wiesenthal in Vienna.
Ravensbrueck “is a synonym for
the ,unmeasurable sorrow and
deaths of people whose memory

-every - previous German govern-

ynent has felt a duty to hold high,”
Wiesenthal said in a letter to Stolpe.
Brandenburg, one of the five new

_ptates carved out of what was East

ermany, says it is powerless to stop

‘Yhe supermarket, but has instead

ed that trees be planted and a
W approach road built to divide the

- phopping center developer last year

part of the effort to privatize the

‘formerly Communist country as
* uickly as possible.

The Nazis used Ravensbrueck as

prison for women, most of them

ewish. Hundreds of Polish inmates

ere used in experiments in which

hey ‘were given gas gangrene

ounds or forced to undergo unnec-
bone graftings,

R ol
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Bruxelles, le 11 juillet 1881

nazis situés en
yendus A des

Le Comité de Coordination des Organisatione -Juives
de Belgique a adreseé¢ 1a lettre suivante &
1’Ambassadeur d'Allemagne en Belgique:

§.E. M, Hans FREIHERR von STEIN
Ambasesadeur d'Allemagne en

Belgique
Av, de Tervueren 180
1160 BRUXELLES

Mons{eur )1'Ambaseadeur,

Le Comité de Coordination des Organisations Juives
de Belgique, apprend Que les 6édilee communaux
allemandg. dont dépendent 1lee anciens camps nazie
de 8achsenhausen et de¢ Ravensbrlok en ont vendu
les terrains & des firmes commerciales dont une
chatne de aupormarchés,

indighe que des dirigeante
de 1'Allemagne, investis au ,premier ohef d'une
mission écducative & 1'égard dee nouvelles généra-
tions et, en particulier, d¢ sa propre jeunesse,
procédent au gommage dé la mémoire des crimes oom-
mis par l1e II1& Reich.

I1 estime scandaleux ei

Le C.C.0.J.B., fait appel aux plue hautes autorités -

de votre pays pour QqQue 1008 camps ne soient pas dé-
tournée de leur vocation de mémoriaux,

I1 vous saurait gré de '‘tranemdttre la teneur de la
présente & votre Gouvoqnemont.
Vous en remerciant par hvanco. 11
recevoir, Monsieur 1'Ambassadeur,
sa havte considération,

vous prie de
1'assurance de
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

h 1\‘{
: July 16, 1991

-His Eminence
IRETARIAT Cardinal Laslo Paskai, O.F.M.
| ‘Primasi es Erseki Hivatal

# Amerlaa ‘Mindszenty hercegprimas ter 2 Pf. 25
? ‘II - 2501 Esztcrgom

"Hungary .

Your Eminence:

JCRETARIAT

; We refer to the Statement adopted in Prague on September 6, 1990 by the
press International Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee of which a copy is attached.
::;5 d After consultation with the Holy See Commission for Religious Relations
}-985 with the Jews, we [eel that it would be highly important to arrange a small

encounter in your country between you and some of your X .

small delcgauon of thefinternational Jewish Committee on IntcrrellgIOus
Consultations in order to €xamine together ways and means to implement the
principles outlined in the Statement in your country.

We very much hope that you will agree to this proposal and we suggest that
the encounter be planned to take place sometime in October 1991 at a place

which will be convenient to you.

It is our considered view that it would be extremely helpful if representatives
of the Holy See Commission could participate in that encounter. We would
}bcre[orc appreclatc it very much if an invitation could be extended to them.

N Wc look forward to hearing [rom you on this subject and remain,

Com M onmer e e

Respectfully yours,
L > 07—
Dr. Leon Feldman Seymour D. Reich

- Consultant Chairman
Gty .
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NOTE FOR THE FILE

Meeting with Mgr. Damaskinos, Geneva, 25 June 1991

1. Mgr. Damaskinos and his assistant I, Basil visited Dr. Riegner
and me at this office as a follow-up of our meeting of 25 march 1991,
The encounter was very cordial and friendly.

2, He informed us that he had heen in touch wit chbishop Kiril
who has agreed to another Jewish-Greek Orthodox consultation to beé held

within the next few months.

3. For several reasons, including budgetary, they would prefer that
consultation to take place in_February 1992, It would be held within
the same framework as the preceding 1JCIC/Greek-Orthodox consultatioms,
with an invitation to the LCCJ to send a small delegation.

4. The topic supggested remains "Continuity and Renewal" which would
allow to compare our views on mutual relations in the light of the
developments during the last generation of the npproacheu to Jews and
Judaism by other Christian churches.

5. A small preparatory group will meet in Geneva on 3 Octuber 1991 to
discuss the agenda of the consultation and the list of participants.

6. We also had a substantive exchange of views on the hasic preconditionsg
for dialogue as well as on the recent trends within the World Council of
Churches, including the Canberra Assembly. Mgr. Damaskinos was very
critical of the WCC attitudes in many respects, notably political. We
Informed him about our difficulties with the WCC.

25.6.1991

. 1,‘.‘{}&* (U i
Jeanjullgérin
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Seymour D. Reich
Chail:man

Dr. Leon Feldman TO:
Consultant

FROM:
AMERICAN SECRETARIAT

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

July 25, 1991

ALL MEMBERS OF IJCIC
REPRESENTING THE CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS

Seymour D. Reich, chairman
Leon A, Feldman, consultant

Synagogue Coundil of America The attached material is a follow=-up to our mailing of

327 Lexington Avenue
New York, NY 10016

July 22 in preparation for the next IJCIC meeting, next

Tel: (212) 686-8670 Tuesday, JULY 30, 1991, at 12.30 pm. (Lunch).

Fax: (212) 686-8673
s
EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT

World Jewish Congress

1 Rue de Varembe

1211 Geneve 20, Swizerland
Tel: (41) 22-734-13-25

Fax: (41) 22-73-33-985

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES

American Jewish Commirtee
165 East 56 Street 2%
New York, NY 10022

Tel: (212) 7514000

Fax: (212) 7514018

B'nai B'rith/

Anti Defamation League 3.
823 UN. Plaza
New York, NY 10017

On July 10 we sent you the then available text (in French)

in preparation of the Synod of European Bishops, scheduled

for November 28-December 14, 1991. In addition, there was a
draft memorandum for background consideration by Dr. G.M. Riegner
and Prof. Jean Halperin. -- They will prepare a fuller draft in
the very near future,

We have now been able to obtain the English text, entitled
ITENERARIUM. Please study its contents carefully as we need
your input and counsel during our discussions.

In connection with the planned visit of Card. J. Glemp to the
US, beginning on September 20, we are sending you material ex-
cerpted from ORIGINS, October 5, 1989 (vol, 19 (18). Please
read its contents very carefully.

The press last week contained items regarding the attempt to erect
commercial buildings at the Ravensbrlick and Sachsenhausen camps
which served as extermination sites of Jews. The attached gives
the background and protests, wbich apparently were successful,

Fax: (212) 8670779 5t v 2

The Israel Interfaith Assoc. ' i

2.0B. 7739 4, Furhter background information on the removal of the nuns from

l’g-‘ﬂlﬂlﬂm.hld the Auschwitz extermination camp and information on the new head
(572) 2-63-52-12 of the Carmelite Discalced Order.

Synagogue Council of America ; .

127 Lexington Avenue Thank you for your cooperation andcontinued interest.

vew York, NY 10016

tel: (212) 686-8670
ax: (212) 686-8673

Vorld Jewish Congress
01 Madison Avenue
iew York, NY 10022
el: (212) 755-5770
ax: (212) 755-5883
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The proposed agenda will include the !oll ng:
i
v// l. Letter from Dr, Emilio Castro, Genara gerctary of the
World Council of Churches (WCC), dated ‘June 27, 1991 -
Discussion of proposed reply, 'jﬁ
2, Forthcoming visit to the US of(Cardinalif. 2mp
a/arrival date in Washington, DC. Friday,!Se tanbn 91,
proposed meeting with Jewish group at 10 an.. to be followed
by a restricted press conference, .
b/Cardinal Glemp will be the guest of Cardlnal J.J. 0'Connor on
Sunday-Monday, October 6-7, 1991; some kind of reception to
which Jews are to be invited, is envisaged,
c/Implications for 1JCIC?

v/<3 Letter from Edward I. Cardinal CIasid!.ldltad July 10, 1991
)ng‘f'Tznkﬁk -~ concerning the status of building ac:ivitiea of the Ca:malite
rlAO = Comrent. :
Epmmumhl thu L "'Iv.‘fii
(Amtention is drawn to letter by Fr. Canilo Hacntse, 0CD, Supeior

. - ..--.b..;'-q..\- § i .

General of the Carmelite Order, to T 'eo® Kld.n, Esq,, dated
July 14, 1991, Also relevant news itema (trlnsl. by Hella Moritz).

tvv\ﬂ 4, Implementation of the Prague Declaratlon -
o-’d’j/ a/Letters sent to Cardinal Laslo Paskai, Dhi ('ﬂunsary) and l:o
~ b/Bishop Henryk Muszynski (Poland ) - withicopies to Fr,Fumagalli), . .-

[c!Proposed visit by IJCIC representatives to Warsaw, Budapest and
Prague . 7

5. Report on meeting in Geneva of Mgr, Dannlkinosand his assistant
F. Basil in connection with a IJCIC-Greekarthodox consultation
to take place in February 1992, The above’ ‘meeting was held in
Geneva on Jume 25 attended by the above mentioned and Dr., G.M.
Riegner and Prof, Jean Halperin. '

A small preparatory meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 3,
1991 in Geneva, Composition of the IJCIC delegation.
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TO:

FROM:

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

August 8, 1991

Members of IJCIC

Seymour D. Reich, chairman

Leon A. Feldman

We are sending you enclosed two items which

may be of interest to you as background.

1. The Future of Present chriatiab-Jewish Relations
by Hans Ucko :

2. Black Madonna - Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa
from CNS (Aug. 2, 1991).

3. JTA report om desecration of Warsaw Cemetery (8/8/

TR SRR A AT sl

PLEASE NOTE ~-IMPORTANT

SPECIAL MEETING OF IJCIC
ONWEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14, 1991 at 10 a.m,
in the offices of the Synagogue Council of America

The agenda will include a continuation of the diacussi&na
pertaining to the scheduled visit of Cardinal Glemp and
related questions.

PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND, and telephone this

_ office (212) 6868-8570 to .indicate your participation.
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CNS :-Catholic News Service Friday, August 2, 1991

BLACK MADONNA: AN ICON WHOSE SCARS MIRROR THOSE OF HER PEOPLE
By Agostino Bono
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — To celebrate World Youth Day, Pope John Paul Il has chosen a symbol of the scars
borme by Polish Catholicism through the centuries.

The Aug. 15 celebrauon is scheduled at the Shrine 0’_,%[}“" gf‘Cz‘estodwwa in southern Poland. The
onetime foriress and full-time pilgrimage center also exemplifies the historical intertwining of Polish nationalism and
thorasr‘ﬁﬂ T

The shrine houses the_icon - a painting on \ wood - ol Mary holding the baby Jesus in her left arm. Painted
on Mary's right check are_ three scars to symboﬁze the sword strokes which cut into the painting during a_1430 raid
by brigands, one of the many pmfanauons oi the reiigious ar‘work.

The scars were painted by restorers who pieced together the icon after it was torn down from the altar and
sliced through by the sword-wielding raiders. W | ™.

. The scars gave the painting one of its mdmames The Madonna o! the WOunded Face ut for Po!es they also
symbolze the strengtii of PolishCatholcism ‘which bounces back from suffering and adversfy, .even from decades of
heavy-handed communist rule. '

The shrine is a landmark for a pope who wants Eastern Europe to fecﬁsoover its Chnstlan roots asit gmpes

s - st ety 4

for new social and ideological foundations in a posl-commrﬂst era : -
Themmsa!soknownasthealadtuadomabecausethe handsandiacesof.lemsandMaryhavebeen
darkened by age.

S O e VA ol i g, Ve U = nh e =

&m;gagghasbeenmedammmon" the Hill of Lights, JasnaGora “in Polish, above the city.

A‘*rﬂ\.
e T

According to popular tradition the icon \nr?/p_ainted in ﬁnﬂe@ one of the four Gospel writers,
on a piece of wood from the table used by the Holy Fani_lz_fw_mea!s. This tradition has the icon eventually coming
into the possession of P Princess Anna, \‘lﬂl___,,Mgﬂ[_ngggv the monarch given credit for Christianizing the Ukraine
and Russia. ’ " m———

Many art scholars, however, say the icon was painted between tha s:xth and TTE centuries with various
restorations before it amived at Czestochowa.

What is known is that the icon was brought to Czestochowa by Ukrainian P ngqg_!:adislaus Opolszyk, who asked
members of the Order er of St. Paul, the | Herrnit to establish a monastery on Jasna Gora o house the painting.

The monastery quickly developed Into a }rwaior central European pilgrimage site and the monastery was soon
surrounded by a small pilgrim city. Fortifications were built in the early 17th century as the site had to withstand attacks
from invading foreigners, transforming the monastery into a bastion o! Polish independence After withstanding a 40-day
s:egebySwed‘shtmopsh‘lﬁSS OurLadyoszastochmwas named QueenofPoIaMaMbewnemepMOr

et e
of Polish nationalism and refigious freedom.
The site itself continued to be the scene of major battles, agamst Russians, Prussians and the French.

e —— i e

The Marian image “has never failed to provide this protection,” saad a Vaumn-pfeparad background booklet

on Czestochowa.
“The Polish faithful of all ages have realiized this, bearing the image of Our Lady of Czestochowa wherever

they have gone, perhaps drawn on a piece of paper, tanooed on their chest, or scratched with charcoal on the walls

' of a cell at Auschwitz,” added the booklet.

Polish President Lech Walesa, founder of the Solidarity labor movement which became the main political

opponent of the comum wears a lapel pin with the image of Our Lady of Czestochowa.
The pope, in inviting youths to attend World Youth Day at Czestochowa, said:
“There, at the most difficut moments of its history, the Polish people have found, in the mother's house, the

strength of faith and hope, their own dignity and the heritage of the children of God.”

-

- . .
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The Future of Present
Christian-Jewish Relations

Hans Ucko

hristians and Jews share a vast common history. They
have lived in the same parts of the world, next to each
other, not always together with each other. The relation-
ship has mostly been characterized by the image of disparity: a
defenseless Jewish minority within tl?; bol.ﬁﬁi%? of a powerful
Christian majority. Sometimes the relationship has been one of
equilibrium, sometimes in common_powerlessness in the shade
of Islam, sometimes in harmony and mutial enrichment. These
often unread pages of the history between Jéws and Christians
should be recognized and remembered. The pages will not be
able to reverse the negative relations between Jews and
Christians in the Western world, but they could perhaps add
another dimension and a less tragic one to the Jewish~Christian
dialogue. This dialogue, as far as it has been conducted until
today, has had its setting in European history and the Western
legacy. This is of course inevitable given the devastating and rav-
aging events: the ghetto, the crusades, the inquisition, the
pogroms, and in our own century as the horrendous apex: the
Shoah (Holocaust). The Jewish-Christian dialogue has been con-
_ducted in the shadow of dire events. Rarely has this dialogue
been able to go out into the sun to discover the presence of today
and a promise of tomorrow. One participant in this dialogue car-
ries the memories of yesterday as open wounds. The other car-
ries the same memories as a yoke and a burden. This is the real -
and difficult asymmetry of the Jewish~Christian dialogue. '

- The memories of yesterday in the Jewish-Christian dialogue are
not likely to fade. Anti-Semitism is still a scourge, and it blurts
out into the open in unsettling ways. The crumbling of state
Communism in Eastern Europe opened not only the borders
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between countries and people: the box of Pandora was also
flung open and the old spectre of anti-Semitism came into the
light for everyone to see. In the Soviet Union, Jews were
blamed for everything from rigid Communism to Gorbachev

— and perestroika. This has led to a far-reaching exodus of Russian

Jews who are leaving the country under extreme duress. It is
hard to believe fifty years after the Shoah that a resurgence of

« overt anti-Semitism is possible. But it is.

Christian participants in the Jewish-Christian dialogue will have
to bear in mind that the classical theology of the church has con-

____tributed to this anti-Semitism. It is triié that anti-Semitism is old-

er than the church. But the church put it into a system, suited to
the thinking of the church In its seareki for its 6wn identity and
place in the sun, The rejection of the claims of Christianity by the
majority of the Jewish people has, inevitably, always troubled
Christian theology. One theological answer to the Jewish rejec-
tion of Jesus as the Messiah was what was later to be called
Christ as an end to the covenant on Mount Sinai. The yoke of
legalism was gone, the era 6f*grace had beén ushered in. The
coming of Christ abrogatéd or invalidated the covenant
between the God of Israel and the people Israel. Now there
was a new covenant, which dispossessed the Jewish people of

the “adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law,

the service of God, and the promises” (Rom. 9:4 NKjV).

Confronting anti-Semitism means at least two things: being

- Wwatchful people in society, mindful of the vjle cdor of this par-
ticular form of xenophobia and racism; and having the courage

to turn into one’s own tradition 6"look for the origins of anti-
Semitism. Even if this means looking in the most holy-parts of
Christian thinking and among the most holy people in
Christian history. i :

If Christians today in the Jewish-Christian dialogue are to be
regarded as earnest and sincere, if Jews are to trust them, then
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Christians must be unequivocal in their fight against anti-
Semitism. Although Jews are the victims of anti-Semitism, it is,

_after all, not a Jewish problem but a Christian one!

The Shoah has made the world mindful of the plight of the
Jewish people throughout history. The image of the Jewish
people as a powerless victim remains. However, the image of
the Jews as only the defenseless victims is being challenged.
The State of Israel has changed many things: the resolve of the’
Jewish people to begin with. The world will never again find

~ the Jews like a lamb that is led to the slaughter. The State of

Israel also has made the world aware of the tragic predicament
of the RBalestinian people. Here is another people suffering. The
State of Israel may have given the Jewish people the sanctuary
it truly needed. But it was established without realizing that
another people would enter into a life in refugee camps and
the severe constraints of a harsh occupation. Jews can no
longer be perceived only as victims. In such-circumstances
Christians must be prepared for being both: faithful in their

e

commitment confronting anti-Semitism,.and at the same time

ST R e

in soligg;jgy,,with-ﬁalestinians,‘és they demand a state of their
fr— Y K : AR e s ph e b s TR ERE T
own, where they can live in freedom and security.

e s A e P e

In the Jewish-Christian dialogue, the issue of mission to the
Jews has been a recurrent theme. Mission to the Jews has
been seen by Jews as a sign of cynical arrogance, especially in
the aftermath of the Shoah (Holocaust). Have Christians
learned nothing? What possibly could they have to teach
Jews? How could Christians even dream of pretending that

—their, gpiritual heritage excels that of Judaism? Who during

the years of the Third Reich till praised the name of God in
the concentration camps and died confessing the name of
God in the gas chambers? Where were the churches during
those difficult years? Why were they so quiet? How can they
so easily forget and then become so outspoken in their mis-
sion to the Jews?
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Mission to the Jews is understood as a serious threat to the sur-
vival of the Jewish people. Mission activities reek insensitivity
and forgetfulness. Someone once said, “Mission to Jews contin-

~— ues where Hitler. left off!” It is harsh, but it describes  well

—

-

—

Jewish féelings about mission. What is the intention of mission
to the Jews? Can those who are advocating mission to the Jews
affirm Judaism? Can they praise God for Jud:ism? Is not the
missionary enterprise a way of saying: Judaism should cease to
be? History has amply demonstrated that there has been little
room for Jews and Judaism in the church. Jews were more than
welcome to join the church, but they were expected to leave
their Jewishness outside the church. For a Jew, accepting the
Christ of the church meant to repudiate the covenanting God
of Israel. The church said that Christ meant the end of the law.
When it came to it, Jews were in fact asked to choose between
the God of Israel and_the Christ of the church. The fact that
some Jewish Christians today are trying to récapture their

~ ancestral roots is in itself a commendable effort, but does not

answer entirely these questions.

Other concerns appear as soon as the question of mission to
the Jews is raised. It is the question of the trustwort f
God. God is, according to the Old Testament, commiitted to
Israel in a very special way. There is a covenant between God
and Israel. This covenant is said to be everlasting. What does
one mean by eternal covenant, if one, as in traditional
Christian teaching, does not attach any theological importance
to this covenant, once the Christ event has happened? Those
advocating mission to the Jewish people must come to terms
with what it means that the Jewish people are in covenant with
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the Father of Jesus
Christ. If the covenant is alive and well also after the coming of
Christ, then Israel has a mission next to the church. If Jews
through the covenant of Sinai already are with the Father, to
whom does one then want to convert them? A story about
bumper stickers is worth being told. In the seventies some
charismatic Christians put bumper stickers on their cars with
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the text: I've found him! There were soon some really thought-
provoking Jewish bumper stickers saying;: I've neve; lost him !\

There is another dimension in Jewish-Christian dialogue, which
today needs to be addressed. The World Council of Churches
was among the first of nongavernmental organizations to recog-
nize the State of Israel in 1948. The reasons were multiple.
Christians affirmed their commitment to the existence of a safe
haven for the Jewish people. The yegrs/followmg 1967, the Six-
Day War, and the ensuing occupation of the West Bank and the
Gaza strip, led Christians into a dilemma. There was the discov-
ery of the Palestinians who were refugees and were thought to
be soon assimilated by the surrounding Arab nations. The
Palestinians remained a people. Solidarity with the Palestinians
burst forth. There was a guilty conscience among Christians of
the world when they became aware that they had forgotten
about the Palestinians. There was the perplexity of suddenly
realizing that Jews were more than defenseless victims.

Today Christians are divided on the significance of the State of

Israel. There are Christians, mainly from evangelical and
formdamentalist churches, who see in this state a fulfillment of
biblical prophecies. The imminent return of Christ is seen as
intimately connected to what happens politically in and with
Israel. Whatever Israel does, has been foretold by the prophets
in the Old Testament or is “promised” in Revelation. There are
Christians who feel that the State of Israel must be judged like
any other state. It is difficult for these Christians to give a spe-
cial theological significance to the Jewish people, let alone to a
secular state. Christ, they argue, made all things new, meaning

= he cleaned the slate of Old Testament promises.

There are Christians involved in a Jewish-Christian dialogue
who want to be in solidarity with the Jewish people. For them,
the State of Israel is part of the Jewish patrimony. It is a strong
and powerful state. The corruption that comes from power is a

-~ danger for the State of Israel as well as for any other state.
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There are the Jewish voices in the dialogue who say that part
of the Jewish-Christian dialogue is to muster support for the
State of Israel. It is here that the Jewish people find their gen-
uine fulfillment. Criticism of Israel is not anything Christians
can afford, given their history with the Jewish people. But
Christians need not be prepared to give “carte blanche” to all
the actions of the State of Israel.

The Jewish-Christian dialogue will not be able to avoid the
thorny issue of justice and peace in the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict. In this conflict, Jews and Christians meet in a contending
way as Israeli Jews and Palestinian Christians. It is the reverse
of days when Jews lived at the mercy of powerful Christians.
The history which is written today must, however, be part of
the dialogue, if Jews and Christians want to be truthful to their
constituencies. :

With the Israeli-Palestinian issue on the agenda, another
dimension introduces itself in the Jewish-Christian dialogue:
£ the-non-Western scene. The Jewish-Christian dialogue has for
natural reasons been confined to the Western world. It cannot
remain Western, if it wants to mirror also Christian demogra-
phy. The Christians of the so-called Third World ow in a
majority wi the body of Christ. Tﬁ*ﬂféﬁfﬁeﬂ con-
text to the Jewish—Christian dialogue. The Western world must
repair what has been exported from Western churches to Third
World churches: an anti-Jewish theology. Caricatures of the
Jewish Torah and images of legalism put up against the teach-
ing of New Testament grace do not need a physical Jewish
presence to strike root in Third World churches. It is thus
important to facilitate a genuine meeting between Jews and
Third World Christians. In this way the Jewish-Christian dia-
logue can generate a new thinking among Christians all ov

the oikumene (the whole inhabited world). '

" There is a another reason to promote a dialogue between Jews
and Third World Christians, Third World Christians are coming
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of age. They are developing their own theologies. No longer dp
they take for granted what the missionaries once might have
taught them. There is a probing for a vital and coherent theolo-
gy, a theology which emerges out of the need and experience of
the people, be it in Southern Africa, in the Philippines or in
Brazil. There is a demand for a theology, which on its way to
Zaire, Colombia, or Korea does not have to make the detour via

* . Wittenberg, Geneva, or Rome. In such a context, there will be a
K:eed for a Jewish-Christian dialogue to rediscover for those

~

doing Asian or African theology what Christians have come to

all the Old Testament. All too often the church limited the Old
Testament. Its sole purpose was to outline the beginning of sal-
vation history, to prepare for the coming of the Messiah, to be
the book wherein one could smell in advance the aroma of the
messianic era. But it was always subordinate to the New
Testament and was rarely allowed to speak in its own name.
What are the conditions of humanity, the notion of peoplehood,
and what does it mean to belong to a nation?

A couple of years ago, a dialogue between Jews and African
Christians was organized in Nairobi, Kenya. There was marvel
in the air. Jews were surprised to meet Christians who were
very much different from Western Christians. Almost uncon-
sciously, Christians had come to be associated with a powerful
majority. Here Jews met Christians who were neither powerful

— nor a majority. It became a bit more difficult to make sweeping

statements. These Christians could not be identified with those

—— who had initiated crusades, ghettos, or pogroms.

__~ African Christians were encouraged to meet Jews. They met the

people of the Old Testament, a book which seemed to reflect so
much of African traditions: creation was important, the land
was important, there were questions of purity and impurity,
there were genealogical tables, there were entire books devoted
to wisdom. There has always been an African predilection for
the Old Testament. It is a book which does emphasize that reli-
gion has to do with politics. In it salvation cannot be reduced to
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_~ an inner phenomenon. It is a book that speaks to the African, as

he or she reads about taboos, rituals, and other regulations. The
Old Testament was in some ways always telling the African
Christians that their ancient traditions could not be meaningless
or pagan, as missionaries sometimes had taught. Now, in this
dialogue, African Christians met with Jews who lived with this
Old Testament and who helped affirm and strengthen African

~— \ Christians in their theologizing.

It has been said that the messianic idea and vision were sus-
tained in different ways by Jews and Christians. Christians
emphasized the messianic person, whereas Jews accentuated

the messianic kingdom. Christians and Jews share the vision of

_— the kingdom of God, although they conceive it differently.

Nevertheless, there are possibilities for them to learn from each
other. Christians have to learn to recapture the vision of the
kingdom so as not to lose the concerns and plights of the world
and of today. In dialogue, Christians can listen to Jews as they
try to communicate what it means to be “a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation,” not in a remote place away from the world,

__ but in the midst of the world. Maybe Christians can tell Jews
what it means to Christians to be disciples of the “M

God” and how such a relationship opens new dimensions in

the Kingdom of God.

In the Jewish-Christian dialogue, Christians have had to begin
reflecting upon how to answer one question Jews will ask
Christian participants: “Who do you say that I am?” What does
it mean for Christian theology that there is a Jewish people?
How does the Jewish no to Jesus as the Messiah relate to the
claims made by Jesus? How do we understand the Christology
of the church in the presence of the Jewish people? How do we
understand our theological notions of salvation in the presence
of the Jewish people? There are many complex theological
questions, which Christians in the Jewish-Christian dialogue
have had to wrestle with as a consequence of this dialogue.
These questions today are looking for an answer.
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For almost fifty years, the church has sent men and women out*
as scouts to explore the land of Jewish-Christian encounters.
These scouts had to be courageous and bold. They had to leave
the security and safety of being together with their fellow

€ hristians and go into the hill country of Jewish-Christian dia-

logue. Their mission was to find out how the soil was, if it was
fertile or poor. They were told to bring back some of the fruits
of the land (Num. 13:17). In these kinds of mission no map is
provided. The theological “rod and staff” must be a tentative
one. You cannot bring too much theological luggage or lan-
guage. The only thing you can hope and believe is that you are
on the way.

It is high time for the church to ask the scouts to come back and
share with their people what they have heard and seen. It is time
to return from exploring the terrain. We will see them carrying
on a pole between them some of the fruits of the land of
Jewish-Christian dialogue. Now the church will taste the fruits
and be encouraged to follow the scouts. Having tasted the fruits,
the church in its various forms of faith and order will integrate
within itself the findings of the Jewish-Christian dialogue; it will
be revitalized and renewed. The fruits will then belong to the
church and inspire it to continue on its pilgrimage.

The Jews should also be challenged as well by Christians in
this dialogue. What does Christianity mean to Jewish theolo-
gy? There have been efforts by some Jewish theologians to

_—"reflect upon the significance of Christianity for Judaism. But

these scholars have been few. Their reflections on the relation-
ship of Judaism and Christianity have not left many traces in
Jewish tradition. In general terms, Christians have been looked
upon as part of the Noachite covenant. According to the words
of God to Noah, “I am establishing my covenant with you and
your descendants after you, and with every living creature that
is with you .. .” (Gen. 9: 8ff., NRsV). There has been no particu-
lar theological space for Christians in Jewish thinking.
Christians are Gentiles and share this with everyone who is not
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a Jew. God has a covenant with humanity. Gentiles izave a
place in the “world to come” according to this covenant. In the
Jewish—Christian dialogue, time has come for Christians to
encourage Jews to work on “Jewish considerations for a
Jewish-Christian dialogue.” Jews need to reflect upon the fact
that Christians actually have been imparting the knowledge of
God all around the world. The world knows about the God of
Israel. What does it mean to Jewish theology that Christians
have been telling the world about the God of Israel? Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob have been made known to the world. Moses
has been brought to the most distant places in the world
through the Christian church. The slaves in Georgia and
Alabama took refuge in the stories of how the Jews finally
reached the Promised Land. Indians in Brazil find comfort in
the words of Moses, as he urges the people to throw off the
yoke of oppression. What does this mean for Jewish theology?

The Jewish-Christian dialogue is the oldest dialogue of the
church. In some ways, the Jewish~Christian dialogue is the
matrix of other dialogues. This is so, if for no other reason,
than an irrefutable, historic one. There are specific issues rele-
vant for this dialogue, which make Jews and Christians look
upon the history they share as the pivot of their dialogue. Their
dialogue sometimes risks being too self-centered. There are
thus reasons to make sure that Jews and Christians in dialogue
find themselves in the midst of the religious plurality of the
world. Out of this pluralism perhaps new agendas will be writ-
ten and new light shed on the road Jews and Christians have to
walk together.
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National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA

p -
MEMORANDUM

TO: onsignor Robert Lynch

Office of the ‘/gabbi Henry Miche m?‘%pﬁj

General Secretary
FROM: Joan B. Campbel

DATE: September 3, 1991

I promised to send you a copy of the Ford Foundation study called The
Common Good. I find I do not have extra copies but have asked my
assistant to request that the Foundation send you each a copy.

Good to be with you both last week. I look forward to our next
"’) conversation.
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Thanks, again, for your willingness and apparent eagerness to explore this idea on
October 10 with Ford Foundation officials.

Sipcerely,

William E. Lesher
President

WEL/w
cc:  Shepard Forman



IJCIC MEETING, SEPTEMBER 19, 1991
12 noon

The propsed agenda will include:
1) Resignation of Seymour D. Reich, Esq., Chairman of IJCIC

2) Meeting with Dr. Castro of WCC and representative of the
Greek-Orthodox Communion to plan consultation and cooperative
efforts.

Both meetings in Geneva, October 7-8

3) Implementation of Prague resolution by meetings in Warsaw,
Budapest and Prague during the last week of October.

These meetings have been arranged by the office of Cardinal
Cassidy and Fr. P.F. Fumagalli will accompany the IJCIC
delegation.
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Llalsdn group head uits over
planned meetmg wit Glemp

"‘Me

Bmmthemuer

NEW-YORK=. mmum Jmh

Committes for Interreligious Consultarions resigned -

after other members refused o boy-

cott the visi bese this week of Polish CardinsiJozef .

Glemp. who has been accused of antisemitism.
our Reich, former chairman of B'nai B'Yith and
. the Conterence of Presidents of Major Amsgcan Jewish
' Organizations, cited UCIC's “failure™ 10 arvive at a
| consensus position about the visit as i “easan for his
resignation from the group, which is the Jewish umbrella
| body lhal conducts official comtacts with the Catholic

Chur
l “X !dt thar JCIC did not meet its rnponsiblllw ;and X
} juat could not sit back, as chairmaa, while others were
i planning op .meeting with Glemp,” Reich wid The
Jerusalem Post. 1 could not serve as chairman uader
| those ciscumstances.”
| OCIC was
! which he lews of “geuing peasanty drunk,”
, “spsi Communism" .in Poland and acting "!'mrn a
" position of a people raised above all the others.” Tae
Polish primate also accused New Yark Rzbbi Avraham
Weis and tgﬂ p of Jewish protesters of secking o kill
. nung 2t the Carmelite Convenr on the grounds of the
* former Auschvitz ¢oncentration ¢amp.

Glemp, in a-lerter last month 10, Archbishop Adam
Maida of Detroit, condemned sntisemitism as “evil and
contrary to the spirit of the Gospel” and withdzew his

that the demonstrators intended physical harm to

the ¢ nuns. 13CIC members agrecd those state-

ments were oot sufficient,” but there remained ditfer-

ences wahis the m'wup cm: whah:r 10 meet with
Glemp tomorrow ia

Reich said he tried to call a m.clms of the group last -

y critical ot Glemp's 1989 homily in’

theablnyofmeupw
come mgctlm to oy 10..achieve a comman position,”

‘Reich said. “We had ane; and it is stilf of record, that we'
waild not mest with Glemp unless he issuad a statement.

ml‘n!mdad&mngmezal mﬂ,-mdn&ngthe hamh,
lymdid?h t do it.

ng the groups that insisted on prmng aJu.-.a.d.
with the meeting were the American Jewish Cazmnmcc
and the Synagogue Couacit of Amarica. .

*“The people who do want 10 mest with him doa' tscq
lt&laoemmann!vm ard will press as hard as we cap
on those issues,” suid Rabbi James Rudin, director of,
inver-religious affairs for the American Jewish Commit-
tee and a previous IJCIC chairmaz.

“There’s a difference on how best we can mkedu:
impact on a cardimal, the an:e of Poland in an
important pant of the world,” Rudin added. “[t's our,
jndgment, after weighing all the itsues and Iis:enmg.tp
everybody, that this is the best way 10 raise those i mu:.s.
press the issues, and 1o register as strongly as we ¢an.!

Reich conceded that Glemp “may very well say mmc.
of the right things 10 those who meet him" in Wa;hmg
ton. “‘But if he doas, the perception will be rhat he's
doing it under pressure of Amcncan Jewish leaders w
thar’s wrong.

Meanwhile, in Warsaw. an aide 10 Glempsmdhe h,aq

‘no plans to apelogzc divectly 10 Weiss during his visits

The aide said Glemp's statement last month on tha
issue was “valid and clear,” but Weiss called that pro-
nouncament insufficient and said he plaanad.to pratest
at the ¢ardinal's visit 10 Washi

-Weiss also said he would try 1o serve Glemp with lcga.l
fapels chatging him with slander if ke did not spologize

r his aliegations on the 1989 Auschwitz incident. ..

bu:wasopmdbyt!me '

>
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Polish Primate Sees US. ]ev;s Fi‘id.;;

By PETER STEINFELS

* There may be no empty chairs to-
.morrow when Jozef Cardinal Glemp of
Warsaw, Roman Cathollc Primate of
Poland, meets with officials of Amer-
ican Jewish organizations in Washing-
ton, but there will be some missing
faces.
* While Catholic-Jewish cooperation
‘has increased lately, lly in
"Eastern Europe, some leaders of
major Jewish organizations are refus-
‘ing to meet with Cardinal Glemp, the
Archbishop of Warsaw, who Is
ning & visit to the United States.
Since August 1989, Cardinal Glemp
has been criticized by leaders of Jew-
‘{sh groups for a sermon they sald was
laced with anti-Semitic stereotypes. On
_the Catholic side, the events have pro-
. voked disappointment and even exas-
. peration.
., The actions surrounding the Glemp
,visit have also revealed contrasting
and sometimes conflicting. differences
among Jewish groups about how to
.conduct Interreligious coriversations.
On Monday, Seymour Reich resigned
.as head of the International Jewish
Committee for Interreligious Consulta-
tions, what he described as

" the group's inagﬂlty to reach a consen-| tions.

sus about meeting with Cardinal
4Glemp. The committee Is an umbrella

roup of Jewish organizations estab-
‘lished to carry on dialogue with the
: Vatican and other religious bodies.

! A Symbolic Rebuke -
Mr. Reich's action was also meant to

be a symbolic rebuke to the Jewish
groups whose represefitatives will

meet tomorrow with the Cardinal.

A dozen representatives from six
Jewish organizations will attend the
meeting. Dr. Eugene Fisher, chief ad-
viser to the American bishops on
Catholic-Jewish relations, sald. “Most
of those with whom we have been in
dialogue over the years are coming,”
he sald, adding that the Anti-Defama-
tion League of B’'nal B'rith and one or

Efforts to smooth
the Cardinal’s
visit do not
entirely succeed.

two Indlviduals were exceptions.
Cardinal Glemp :ﬂl visit 14 cities
with large Polish-American popula-
tions between last night, when he ar-
rived in the United States, and Oct. 7. A
similar trip planned for 1989 was can-
celed after reaction to his sermon
raised the likelihood of demonstra-

The re by Mr. Reich, a past
president of B'nai B'rith International,
was a setback to extensive efforts
Catholic and Jewish officialsto g
the Cardinal's trip. :

On Aug. 23, the Cardinal made public

a letter to Archbishop Adam Malda of|

Detroit exrressing regret for having
ested in the 1989 sermon that Jew-
ish demonstrators who scaled the walls

it s B B IR T

s

.| logue with J

of a convent at the site of the Auschwitz
death camp intended harm to the nuns,
He alsp called anti-Semitism an evil
“contrary to the spirit of the Gospel.”

Reversing an earller stance, Cardi-
nal Glemp has supported the shift of
the convent to the site of a center for in-
terreligious discussions, now being
completed several miles from the for-
mer concentration camp. In January
he also signed a letter from all Po-
land’s bishops antl-Semi-
tism and expressing sorrow for past in-
justicesto Jews.

Prominent Jews like Rabbl Jack
Elemporad ;:ldl Rabbi A. m.laamoé' Rudin,

though eving t rdinal
Glemp has stlll not addressed other
aspects of his 1989 sermon, sald this
week that his more recent statements
and actions constitute sufficlent “first
steps” and evidence of good intentions.

“] don't see how not mecting with
someone would In any way the
relationship between Catholics and
Jews,"” saild Rabbl Bemporad of Tem-
ple Israel in Lawrence, N.Y., who is co-
chairman of interreligious affairs of
‘the Synagogue Council of America,
which represents Reform, Conserva-
tive and Orthodox Jews. Rabbl Rudin
oversees interreligious affalrs at the
American Jewish Committee.

. Other leaders disagree with this
o diplomacy” approach. Besides
| Mr. Reich, Abraham H. Foxman, direc-
tor of - the Antl-Defamation League,
said Cardinal Glemp should explicitly
repudiate for each fic statement
he made in his s , Including a his-
torical refe to “the Jewish inn-
keeper who got peasants drunk'’ and a
suggestion that Jews held the mass
medk'i. at their ““disposal in many coun-

Rabbi Avraham Weiss of the Hebrew
Institute of Riverdale, who led the
invading the convent's grounds
, sald on Monday that he was
to pursue a suit for defamation
against Cardinal Glemp.

| A paper for the visit written last
month

by Bishop Henryk M iof
e s, s ths Glaiegar b
spread development
tween Christianity and Judalsm’ with
“increasingly disturbing statements in
the United States against the church
and the Primate of Poland.”

Bishop Muszynski's concern is con-
sidered significant because he heads
the Paolish bishops' Committee for Dia-
m and is known to be

a “1ajor force In getting Poland’s hier-
a' hy toissue January’'s statement.
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[AIRMAN OF VATICAN DIALOGUE GROUP
SIGNS OVER DISUNITY ON GLEMP VISIT
Debra Nussbaum Cohen

NEW YORK, Sept. 16 (JTA) -- The chairman
the group charged with representing the world
wish community in contacts with the Vatican
expectedly resigned Monday, just three days
fore Polish Cardinal Jozef Glemp's visit to the
nited States was scheduled to begin.

Seymour Reich said he was resigning as
airman of I1JCIC, the International Jewish
ymmittee on Interreligious Consultations, to
otest ‘“‘the organization's failure to reach a
nsensus on meeting with the cardinal,” whose
i1st remarks about Jews have angered many in
¢ Jewish community.

Reich said he was leaving the post “in
iccow more than anger.” He said he felt a deep
:nse of fruatratlon at being unable to coordinate
unified Jewish response to the Polish primate’s
3-day visit, which begins Thursday.

Jewish organizational and religious leaders
ave been at odds about whether to meet with
lemp, who head the Catholic Church in Poland.

Some, who feel the cardinal has not gone
ar enough in apologlzing for his past remarks,
ave turned down invitations to see¢ him. But a
umber of others will meet with Glemp on Friday,
t the headquarters of the Natlonal Confeérence of
atholic Bishops in Washington.

Reich said he had hoped that 1JCIC could
cach consensus on whether or not the American
ewish leadership should meet with Glemp.

He said he had tried to convene a meccting
ast week of the orgamization’s constituent groups
o discuss the issue, but that he¢ was thwarted in
is attempt by 1JCIC members who did not want
he discussion to take place.

DAILY NEWS BULLETIN

The group now plans to hold an emergency
meeting Thursday morning to discuss Reich's
resignation. At lcast one IJCIC member said he
would ask Reich to rescind his decision.

“This is not the time to show dilvisiveness
within the Jewish community,” sald Rabbi Fabian
Schonfeld, co-chair of the interrcligious affairs
committee of the Synagogue Council of America,
which represents Reform, Conservative and Ortho-
dox Jews and is & member agency of IJCIC.

1JCIC members remain deeply divided on the
issue of meeting with Glemp, who insulted Jews
and Judaism in his now-infamous homily of Aug.
26, 1989, in Czestochowa, Poland.

In that homily, the cardinal accused Jews of
“setting peasants drunk,” “spreading communism”
and acting *“from a position of a pcople ralsed
above all others.”

He also sald that a group of Jewish activists,
led by New York Rabbl Avi Weiss, had Intended
to kill the nuns at the Carmelite convent at
Auschwitz during a July 1989 demonstration there.

Glemp backed away from some of those
remarks In a letter he sent Aug. 12 to Archbishop
Arthur Maida of Detroit, later made public.

He admitted that the Jewish activisis “did
not intend to kill the sisters or to destroy the
convent™ and he expressed regret over past “‘mis-
understandings™ with the world Jewish community.

He also called anti-Semitism “evil and con-
trary to the spirit of the Gospel.” But he did not
give the explicit apology for his past remarks
that many Jewish leaders had hoped for,

Asg a result, Weiss is going ahead with plans

to suc Glemp for libel and defamation. He and
Harvard Law School Professor Alan Dershowitz
intend to serve the cardinal with court papers
once he lands on Ameérican soil.

Schonfeld of 1JCIC agreed with that position,
calling Glemp’s letter a ‘“‘cop-out. If 1 insult
somebody, I apologize to them .darcclly. not by
saying it to somebody clse,” he said.

Schonfeld said he had turned down an
invitation to meet with Glemp extended by the

~ Catholic bishops conference.

But others have accepted their l_nvllallons.
which were extended to individual Jewish !caders
who work on Interreligious dialogue. While not
entirely pleased with Glemp's letter, they feel it
is a positive step.

pglne of them is Rabbl Jack Bemporad, who
chairs the Synagogue Council panel that Schonf cld
co-chalirs.

Glemp “is moving in the direptlon of recon-
citiation with the Jewish community,” Be@porad
said. “This is a first step In the direcnon” of
what 1 think will be 8 much fuller statement “.
the meeting Friday. .

i “It's Emly appropriate that the Jewish com-
munity listen to what he has to say.”
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

Septamber 156, 1991

TO: American Jewish Committee
B'nai B'rith/Antl Defamation League
Israel Interfaith Association
Synagogue Councll of America
World Jewlsh Congrass

Gentlemen:

I am distressed at the fallure of IJCIC to reach a
consensus on meeting with Cardinal Glemp during his forthcoming
vigit to the United States.

I had hoped that a common position would be adopted on
this issue. Instead, | have learned that some members of IJCIC are
sesking out the Cardinal and others are boycotting his visit. In my
Jjudgment, 1JCIC -~ a8 the designated agency af tha Jewish world in
its international dealings with the Catholle Church -- has falled to
meet ita responsibilities, Had a common stand been taken, 1JCIC
would have served its proper role in representing the Jewlsh
community with dignity and integrity vis-a-vis the Church.

Today, however, the principle of Jewish communal unity
appeara subordinated to the idea of every conatituent bady in IJCIC
going its own way, That is unfortunate for the Jewlish community
and harmful to the effort to strengthen Cathaolic-Jewish relations
on the basis of mutual respect and understanding.

_ I am therefore submitting my resignation es chairman of
1JCIC, effective Immediately. ‘

Sincerely,

SDRtjgh

212 B799874:% 1
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Richard Cohen Associates
PUBLIC RELATIONS COUNSBEL

Conuer: Richard Cohen Eor Immediate Release

SEYMOUR REICH RESIGNS AS CEHAIRMAN OF LCIC,
CITING 'FAILURE' TO ARRIVE AT A CONSENSUS POSITION
ON MEETING WITH CARDINAL GLEMP DURING HIS U.8. VISIT

On the eve of the American visit of Polish Cardingl Jozef Glemp, the chairman of an
international Jewish body that deals with the Catholic Church has resigned in protest against "the
organization's fallure 1o resch a consensus on meeting with the Cardinal,” who has been accused
of unti-Semitism. |

Seymour D. Reich, chairman of the Inwmational Jewish Committee for Interreligious
Consultations (IJCIC), submitted his resignation in a letter to the group's constituent agencies --
the American Jewish Comnittee, B'nai B'ritd//Anti-Defamation League, Israel Interfaich
Association, Synagogue Council! of America and World Jewish Congress.

Mr. Reich, a lawyer and immediate past prasident of B'nai B'rith Intemational, said he had
hoped that a common position would be adapied on the conmroversial issue of whether or not to
meet with the Polish prelatz.

Instead, he saic, some members of LCIC are seeking out the Cardinal and others are
boycotting his visit.

"In my judgment,” Mr. Reich said, "IJCIC -- as the designated agency of the Jewish world
in us international dealings with the Catholic Church -« hys failed o meet its responsibilities. Had
a common stand been takea, JCIC would have served its proper role in representing the Jewish
community with dignity and integrity vis-d-vis the Church.

“Today, however, the principle of Jewish communal unity appears subordinated to the idea
of every constituent body in ucic going its own way. Thut is unformnate for the Jewish
community and harmiul to the effort o strengthen Catholle-Jewish relations on the basis of mutual
respect andd undenstanding.

“1 am therefore submitting my resignation uy chairman of 1JCIC.”

According 1o Mr. Reich, the Synagogue Council of America -- which represents the
Conservative, Orthodox and Reform branchas of Judaism in the United States - {g prepa{ml to
meet with Cardiral Glemp on his arrival here, as is the American Jewish Committee. At the same
time, however, he reported, "the World. Jewish Congress says it will not meet with the Polish
prinuue if invited. nor will the B'nai B'rith/Aati-Defamation Lengue."
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Glemp's Latest Statement at Issue

1JCIC and many Catholic chwich officials were sharply critical of Cardinal Glemp for
delivering at the shrine of Czestochowa on Aug. 26, 1989 a homily they regarded as deeply
offensive because of what they called its strong ant-Semitic content.

In it, Cardinal Glemp accused Jews of "getting peasants drunk," of "spreading
Communism" in Poland and of acting "from a position of a people raised above all others.” He
also uccused Rabbi Avi Weiss of New York, who had led a group of protestors who scaled the
wall of the Carmelite convent on the grounds of the former concentration camp at Auschw:tz. of
seeking to kill the Carmelite sisters and to deswoy the convent,

The furor resulting from Cardinal Glemp's homily forced the primate to cancel a trip to the
United States he had planned for that fall,

Last month, in a letter 1o Archbishop Adam J, Maida of Dewroit, Cardinal Glemp

* condemnad anti-Semitism as "evil and contrary 1o the spirit of the Gospel." He also withdrew his
charge that the demonstrators &t the convent had Intended physical harm to the Carmelite sisters or
the destruction of their caavent.

The Cardinal's letier, which had been the subject of exiended discussions between U.S,
Catholic and Jewish representatives here, received a mixed reaction in the Jewish community. As
chairman and on behaif of JCIC, Mr. Reich acknowledged "the steps taken" by Cardinal Glemp
"as an effort toward improving reladons between the Catholic Church in Poland and the Jewish
community,” But he added: "We expect there will be further clarification from the Cardinal while
still in Poland and when he arrives in the U.8."

Yesterday, Mr. Reich said that "thus far there has been no further clarification from
Cardinal Glemp in Poland, and [ have no idea whether there will be any."

His personal view, Mr. Reich said, was that "unless and until Cardinal Glemp repudiates
the anti-Semitic accusations he made in his 1989 homily, I do not believe American Jowish leaders
should meet with him during his visit 10 our country -- and [ believe our American Catholic
colleagues and Polish-American friends would understand this posidon.”

Mr. Reich noted that on Priday in Warsaw, the local synagogue was vandalized by six
Polish youths who shouted anti-Semitic slurs and beat an elderly man prominent in Jewish affairs,
"Regretably,” Mr. Reich said, "we have sgen no repor that Cardinal Glemp took the oppornunity
to condemn this act of desecradon.”

/16R1 X X X
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o ish cardinal’s ‘regret’ gets mixed reaction from Jewish groups

By DEBRA NUSSBAUM COHEN

A conciliatory statement issued
last week by Cardinal Jozef Glemp
of Poland has been met in the Amer-
ican Jewish community by reactions
ranging from warm and welcoming
to openly disdainful.

In the statement, dated Aug. 12
but released 11 days later, Glemp
expresses regret over ‘‘misunder-
standings™ with the Jewish commu-
nity and appears to retract state-
ments he made two years ago in a
homily in Poland.

At that time, Glemp, who heads
the Roman Catholic Church in Po-
land, suggested that seven Jewish
activists who had demonstrated at a
coniroversial convent located on the
grounds of the former Auschwitz
death camp had intended to destroy
the convent and kill the Carmelite
nuns living there.

In the statement released Aug. 23,

Glemp admits the group, led by
New York Rabbi Avi Weiss, “did
not intend to kill the sisters or to de-
stroy the convent.”’

He also calls anti-Semitism “evil
and contrary to the spirit of the Gos-
pel.”

But the cardinal fails to address
specifically the charges he made in
his now-infamous homily of Aug.
26, 1989, that Jews were *‘getting
peasants drunk,” “spreading com-
munism”’ and acting *‘from a posi-
tion of a people raised above all oth-
ers-l'

Outrage over Glemp’s comments
from Jews and Catholics worldwide
forced the prelate to cancel a visit to
the United States that he had
planned in the fall of 1989.

Glemp now plans to visit the
United States next month at the invi-
tation of Archbishop Arthur Maida
of Detroit. His statement, which
took the form of a letter addressed to

—-iz"l

Maida, is seen as an attempt to ad-
dress American Jewish concern
over the Polish primate’s past re-
marks

But according to Harvard Law
School Professor Alan Dershowitz,
Glemp's letter does not go far
enough. .

“Glemp only retracted his state-
ment about Rabbi Weiss in order to
avoid a lawsuit,” said Dershowitz,
who initiated lawsuits on behalf of
Weiss in Poland and the United
States, accusing the Polish cardinal
of slander and defamation.

“To me, the headline should be
‘Cardinal cops a plea,” he said.
‘““Had it been a from-the-heart apol-
ogy, he would have apologized for

_his outrageous statements on the

Jews introducing communism to
Poland.”
Dershowitz plans to wait two

weeks before taking any further le-.
gal action to see whether Glemp

B ADHER LDHE -

goes further in apologizing for his
remarks about Weiss and his anti-
Semitic statements.

Glemp’s new statement was
called *cold and insufficient” by the
head of one major American Jewish
organization who asked not. to be
identified.

“It was a grudging statement on
the part of Glemp,” he said. “The
whole reference to the Jewish com-
munity is in two sentences.”

While American bishops are ea-
ger to have Glemp come to this
country “without too much of a cri-
sis in Catholic-Jewish relations,” it
does not appear that Glemp is ready
to apologize for his past statements,
the Jewish official said.

Officially, Jewish organizational
leaders mostly welcomed Glemp’s
statement, though many were cau-
tious about it.

Seymour Reich, chairman of the
Intemational Jewish Committee on

L



Interreligious Consultations, which

represents world Jewry in official
dealings with the Catholic Church,
said the organization “‘acknowl-
edges the step taken™ by Glemp “as
an effort toward improving relations
betrween the Catholic &n‘u}ch in Po-
land and the Jewish community.”

But, he said, ““we expect that there |

will be further clarification from the
cardinal while still in Poland and
when he arrives in the U.S.”

The Synagogue Council of Amer-
ica, the body representing Reform,
Conservative and Orthodox rabbis
and congregations, “welcomes this
spirit of reconciliation,” said Rabbi
Jack Bemporad, chairman of the
group’s interreligious affairs com-

“C:;rdinal Glemp’s statement
clearly indicates that he seeks recon-

ciliation and positive relations with_

the Jewish community,” Bemporad

Henry Siegman, executive direc-
tor of the American Jewish Con-
gress, said it is ‘“‘unfortunate that
Cardinal Glemp did not find it in his
heart to acknowledge simply and di-
rectly the anti-Semitic implications
of his homily."

“Nevertheless, we are hopeful”
that Glemp's comments “‘presage a
new and less troubled relationship, "
he said. ““There is much work yet to
be done.”

o

Elan Steinberg, executive direc-
tor of the World Jewish Congress,
said, “We view this as the first step
in a process inwhichhewillclarify
his untoward remarks of two years

0.”

The Anti-Defamation League’s
statement suggested that Glemp

~ “find an opportunity to address the

issue of anti-Semitism in Poland in
a homily that will forever erase the
blemish of his 1989 remarks.”

Rabbi A. James Rudin, national
interreligious affairs director of the
American Jewish Committee, re-
ceived Glemp’s letter warmly and
stated that it **helps close a painful
chapter in Catholic-Jewish rela-
One of the elements requested by
American Jewish leaders in the
flurry of behind-the-scenes commu-
nication with the National Canfer-
ence of Catholic Bishops that has
taken place over the last several
weeks was that the Polish primare
make his statement public in Poland.
in Polish.

The letter was made public in Po-

. land on Aug. 23, sources say, but it

is not yet clear how far the Polish
Episcopate, of which Glemp is pres-
ident, has disseminated his state-
ment.

American Jewish leaders are
planning to meet with Glemp in
Washington on Sept, 20, the day af-

 ter he arrives in the United States,

and again toward the end of his trip,
on or about Oct. 7, in New York.
But one Jewish leader warned
that unless Glemp addresses more
expansively his remarks of two
years ago before he leaves Poland.
he has *“got to anticipate that he's
going to be faced with some tough
questions when he meets with the

. Jewish community.”

Jewish Telegraphic Agency



' Rabbi is likely to sue
Glemp in the U.S., too

By JONATHAN MARK

Rabbi Avi Weiss, who is suing
Polish Cardinal Jozef Glemp for
slander in the Warsaw courts, appar-
ently will file a similar lawsuit
against Glemp in the United States
when he arrives here Sept. 19 be-
cause he insists Glemp has yet 10
apologize. :

Alan Dershowuz Weiss’ attor-

ney, had said he would file suit im-
mediately against Glemp in this

country if the cardinal did not pub-
licly apologize to Weiss. Glemp is
expected to meet with a Jewish del-
egation during his U.S. tour, which
will take him to 14 cities. i

Glemp has issued numerous
statements that many Jewish leaders
have interpreted as a retraction for
h:s statements about Weiss and Jews

general.

In 1989, Weiss and several other
New York Jews attempted a sit-in
demonstration at a historic Aus-
chwitz warehouse that had been
transformed into a Carmelite con-
vent. After the demonstrators were
removed forcibly, Glemp reportedly
said the convent’s nuns would have
been murdered by Weiss’ group
were it not for the intervention of
Polish workers.

=

In a homily in Czestochowa on
Aug. 26, 1989, Glemp said Jews
*‘got peasants drunk,” “spread
communism’’ and control the inter-
national media.

According to Weiss, the cardinal
“now says that he understands that

. .'
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we did not come to kill the nuns, but
he blames that misunderstanding as
much on the Jewish community as
on the Catholic community” be-
cause of poor communication.
- “““He’s wrong about that,” Weiss
said. ‘*The Jewish community had
been in contact with him and his
Church for years.

“When you read his statements, it
is very clear that he has never apol-
ogized,”” Weiss told The Jewlsh
Week. - - .

@

The rabbi pointed out that al-
though Glemp’s original remarks
were directed at him, none of
Glemp’s letters being hailed as re-
tractions have been sent to Weiss.

‘“‘He sent the last letter to an arch-
bishop,”” Weiss said.

Weiss said that in the Glemp letter

(Continued nn Page 39)
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... Days season of forgiveness, we

Glemp - ~

(Continued from Page 3)

being accepted by most of the Jew-
ish establishment as one of contri-
tion, “*he doesn’t mention once
about the nuns moving™ out of the
Auschwitz convent.”” The Church
has said the nuns will leave by Octo-
ber 1992

Rabbi Jack Bemporad, dm:ctor of
the Synagogue Council of Amer-
ica’s interreligious affairs commit-
tee, said there are larger issues here
beyond Weiss’ lawsuit. ;

Bemporad said “last September,
adocument,” the first draft of which
was authored by Bemporad, “was
approved in Prague by Jewish and
Vatican niatives in which the
Vatican asked for the forgiveness of
the Jewish community for what they
had done to the Jewish people
throughout their history.”

*“This was the first time anyone of
stature, speaking for the pope, liter-
ally said that they wanted to do res-
huvah [repentance]. They did not
just condemn anti-Semitism in gen-
eral, but their own anti-Semitism,”
and groups were established around
the world to implement bener rela-
tions.

“The Chun:h % Bernporad said,

“wanted Poland to be the founda-
tion for this new agreement. On Jan,
20, a pastoral statement was read in
every Polish church™ asking Jews

or forgiveness, .
m

*“This could never have happened
without Glemp's cooperation,”
Bemporad said. *“He has made other
statements of reconciliation and
contrition condemning anti-Semi-
tism, and what he is saying [on the
eve of his trip to the United States)
has to be seen in the larger context of
what has been happening in Poland
and in light of what has been hap-
pening in Jewish-Vatican rela-
tions.”

The Vatican, Bemporad said, has
contributed $150,000 to the build-
ing of a new convent away from
Auschwitz.

Bemporad said in this High Holy

- —
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should have the good graces to take
the cardinal at his word and talk
things over with him. Bemporad,

. also the spiritual leader of Temple

Israel in Lawrence, said he has re-
ceived and accepted an invitation to
be part of the Jewish delegation
meeting with Glemp during his
visit. |

“To see Glemp s visit only in
terms of Weiss and Dershowitzisto
distort it,” he said. *“My inclination
is that those who want to just con-
front Glemp"will"mt get'much sup-

However, Kalman Sultamk‘"mc
president of the World Jewish Conw- -
gress and president of the Federa-
tion of Polish Jews of the United
States, declared that Jewish leaders
should not meet with Glemp. He
promised to suggest to the- WIC-
American section that they not be
part of any such deleganon

P ’! e g

Sul:amk sa:d the cardmal s tecem
statements in connection to the
Weiss demonstration were. simply
“aimed at removing the threat of a
lawsuit.”’ He added that he did not
interpret any of Glemp's statements
as a retraction for his ann-Seuuuc

statements.

Weiss insisted tha! he wants dia-
logue *“‘as much as the professional
dialoguers. But I want a dialogue
with Jewish self-respect, not with
my hat in hand. Why are we running
to him?"

Weiss d:spuwd the argumt that
his confrontation with Glemp might
have negative repercussions on the
Jewsin Poland.

“If we learned anything from the
Holocaust era,” said Weiss, “it is
that we best protect a Jewish com-
munity by focusing international at-
tention on them.- We learned that if
you acquiesce t0 an anti-Semite, you
increase anti-Semitism.” ~

PN
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We uro wlinessing widespread developuent In the dialogue between Christianity and Judaism
throughout the world, and in Poland; however, there are increasingly disturbing statements in the
United States against the Church apd the Prmate of Poland, Jozef Cardinal Glemp, us the

President of the Polish Episcopal Conference. To clarlfy this T would like to emphasize the
following points;

1. 'The point of origin of many of the atacks on Cardinal Glemp ar¢ some fragments of his
Homily of August 26, 1989, in Czestochowa, Thiy homily was delivered in the context
of Intensifled conflict regarding the Carmelite Sisters’ convent in Auschwitz. Quoting
selected parts of the Ilomily and overlooking the other positive elemeuty of it, and also,
ignoring later statements snd clasifications of the author of the Ilomily, is intentionel
misrepresentation of the real meaning of his Homily.

2. Cardinal Glemp’s Homily in Czestochowa should be understood within the totlity of his
teaching and his activitics, and also, against the background of Catholic-Jewish dialoguo
which i3 conducted in Poland by the Church under the leadcrship of Cardinal Glemp,

3. The relatlonship berween Chelstians and Jews {8 fully documented in a pastoral letler by
the Polish Conference of Bishops, issucd on November 30, 1990, on the ocasion of the
25th annfversary of "Noswa Aciele”. This lewer was read In all the Churchos and Chepels
in Poland on Junuary 30, 1991, It was signed by Cardinal Glemp and clearly reflects his
personal attitude toward Jewish matters and Judaism, but beyond that, it is the obvious
proof of his deep involvement and support without which this pastoral leuer could not
have become a reality, This document was very favorably reccived by the majority of
Catholic and Jewish communitics and made a great contribudon to enhance Jewish-
Cathollc dialogue in Poland. In the name of basic human honesty, it is not permissible
to emphasize the importance of this document while gimultancously degrading, or cven

totally ignoring, the personal contribution of the Primate in authoring and promulgating
it.

4. Several days after the Homily In Jasna Gora dwing the Foruth Congress of Polish
Theologlans in Lublin, September 12, 1989, the Primate of Poland recommended to Polish
theologians 10 reflect on Szoah in a way it is understood by the Jowish community. This
challenging exhortation by Camndinal Glemp resulied in various inltiatives toward
deepening Szoah in Christian and Jewish thought. Ag a consequence, many symposia
took place in Cracow, Wersaw and Lublin,

LR In this on-going dialogue, the Catholic Church In Poland makes every effort o know and
understand Judaism and the Jewish community as they perceive themsclves. This cffurt
is of fundamental importance in understanding and respeeting symbols which aro sacred
and unique for Jews and Christans, however, have a different meaning for Jewlsh and
Christian conynunities. For every Christian the Cross Is a symbol of his falth, Not so
Jong ago in Poland, those who professed thelr faith had to defend the Cross; some of
them even died for it. For this reason every attempt to contest the Cross 13 considered
a sign of fighting with religion and even God himself,

6 TTI NOW t16—-2Z-aNy



NOTE FOR THE FILE

Meeting with Mgr. Damaskinos, Geneva, 25 June 1991

1. Mgr. Damaskinos and his assistant F. Basil visited Dr. Riegner
and me at this office as a follow-up of our meeting of 25 march 1991.
The encounter was very cordial and friendly.

2. He informed us that he had heen in touch with Archbishop Kirill
who has agreed to another Jewish-Greek Orthodox consultation to be held
within the next few months.

3. For several reasons, including budgetary, they would prefer that
consultation to take place in February 1992. It would be held witain
the same framework as the preceding IJCIC/Greek-Orthodox consulfarions,
with an invitation to the LCCJ to send a small delegation.

4. The topic suggested remains "Continuity and Renewal" which would
allow to compare our views on mutual relacions in the light of the
developments during the last generation of the approaches to Jews and
Judaism by other Christian churches.

5. A small preparatory group will meet in Gemeva on 3 Octouber 1751 to
discuss the agenda of the consultation and the list of participants.

6. We also had a substantive exchange of views on the bhasic precunditions
for dialogue as well as on the recent trends within the World Cuuucil of
Churches, including the Canberra Assembly. Mgr. Damaskinos was very
critical of the WCC attitudes in many respects, notably political. We
Informed him about our difficulties with the WCC.

) 25.6.1991
Jean Halpérin

— = - -———
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Jewish Interreligious Committee
Joins Criticism of WCC Assembly

Geneva, Swilzerland - Following criticism from the
International Council of Christians and Jews (sc¢ May
NewsReport), the Inicmational Jewish Committee on
Intereligious Consultations joined in denouncing the
statement on "The Gulf War, the Middic East and the
Threat 10 World Peacc® passed at the World Council of
Churches’ Scventh Assembly held in Canberra in
February.

An exchange of lectters beiween UCIC Chair
Seymour Reich and WCC General Sccrctary Emilio
Castro began with a letter from Reich on 26 April 1991
that took "strong objection® o the “casual™ wording of a
sentence which the UCIC felt “grossly understates® the
dangers of antsemitism, The reference 10
“manifestations of anti-scmitism in a number of
countries,” which the staiement said was a causc of
“great anguish” for "many Jews® was shocking,
according to the LJCIC in that it did not reflect that this
should be "a causc of major anguish for the whole
civilized world and the Christian communitics as such!®

The letwcr viewed “with dismay” reference Lo the fate
of the [srach statc during mussile atiacks in the counse of
the Guif war, which Rcich said demonstated
"insensitivity and indiffercnce” toward Isracl. While
there was reference 10 the fact that some of the missiles
fell in Palestinian arcas, Rcich sated, "the damage
causcd to the civilian population in Tcl Aviv and Haifa
is hardly mentioned at ail.”

Reich refers to "the hidden bias, unbalance of
Judgement and the lack of concern for the
Jewish people which goes through the whole
statement.”

Reich refers 1o “the hidden bias, unbalance of
judgement and the lack of concemn for the Jewish people
which gocs through the whole statement.” He indicaicd
that the JCIC "would have cxpected from a moral body
such as the WCC that it would consider it as its duty 10
educate Christian communitics who arc not in dircct
contact with Jewish populations 10 makc them aware of
the special rclationship that cxists between the Church
and the Jewish pcople and also w0 wam them about the
evil of unwarranied hawred and prejudice.” In this
regard, Reich rcfers 10 "an urgent nced to carcfully
reexamine our relationship as welil as the basic principles
on which it was buil,,” and asks Castro to arrange for a
high-level meeting to undenake that wsk.

[ ——] ] - = I - ——|

In response, Castro sent a Ictier dated 28 May, noting
that before he was able to respond publicity was given to
Reich’s lctier through an interview with UCIC board
mcmber Dr. Gerhart Ricgner in the 9 May 1991 issue of
the Jerusalem Post Therefore, Castro stated, the letter no
longer represcnted an opening for continued dialogue,
but was "a public reprimand and expression of
prejudiced feclings.” Castro indicated that he respected
those feclings, but regretied them and considered them
unjust. "We have condemned and continue o condemn
antiscmitism,” Casuro stated, “we have raised the issuc
with our churches all through the history of the World
Council of Churches, and very recently in relation w0
antiscmitism in Europe and Latin Amcrica.” He said that
he regretied the tone of Reich's letier "which stands in
thc way of any [lruitful dialoguc.” He rcmarked simply,
I am saddened.” The WCC would continve to be
*faithful to the Jewish peoplc™ and “vigilant against all
manifcsiations of antiscmitism,” while upholding “the
right to peaceful existence of the Suie of Israel,” despite
the fact “that you, as representatives of the Jewish
community, do not scem 10 understand our genuine
[ricndship and solidarity,” Castro concluded.

Castro stated. the letter no longer represented
an opening for continued dialogue, but was "a
public reprimand and expression of prejudiced
feelings.”

This leucr prompted another from Rcich, dated 18
Junc. He referred to Castro's leuter as “cun, discourieous
and troublcsome.™ Puzzicd by Casuo’s reference 1o the
Jerusalem Post's intervicw with Ricgner, Reich suated
that he subscquenily locaied the anicle which “in
faimess 10 UCIC and Dr. Riegner™ was probably “his
way of rcllecling on the unhealthy satus of our
rclations,” while at the same time "hoping that the cfTon
being made (10 communicate with the WCC) would
begin to breach the widening gap.” Reich noted that "If
the tonc of my leter seemed harsh, | was uying 10
convey the sirong feclings that presently cxist in the
Jewish community rcgarding our rclations with Lhe
WCC." At the same time, he wrote, "This exchange of
comrespondence makes cven more apparent” the necd for
a mecting between the JCIC and the WCC, “and it
would be regreuable, if together, we could not make an
cifort o address the issucs that have caused the tensions
between us.”

Castro's response, dated 27 June, obscrves that the
conicnts of Reich’s leticr confirms “that the present
relationship between the WCC and the UCIC has
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dewcriorated.” Nevertheless, Castro  disagrees  with
Reich’'s "narrow description of the WCC relationship
with the Jewish community.” Stating that "We do not
consider the UCIC as the sole representatve of the
Jewish community,” Castro obscrves that “To equatc any
difficulty we may have with the UCIC 1o difficulty with
the Jewish community at large is a misunderstanding.”
While the WCC cherishes its “long years of [lruitful
relations with the UCIC,” the WCC “cannot reduce its
relations with the Jewish community to IJCIC alonc.”

Castro then reviews a number of recent ccumcnical
events that have mirrored the “richness” of the WCC's
association with the Jewish community. He notes among
other things a consultation on ccology and moral valucs
held in Kuala Lumpur in May 1990 which was enniched
by Jewish participation, as was the Justice, Peace and the
Integrity of Creation Convocation in Scoul, in March
1990, where a covenant was made involving Jewish
Israeli and Palestinian panucipants, which included an
undertaking on the pan of the WCC and its member
churchcs to combat anti-scmitism. Jewish participation at
the Canberra Assembly itsclf is noted, alongside such
intce-[aith mecungs as  the  pan-Onhodox
Christian-Jewish dialogue scheduled for the autumn, and
a mccting between Russian Christians and Chrisuan and
Jewish members of the International Council of
Christians and Jews. . '

Casuo concludes by inviting the UCIC w discuss
with the WCC how it can also cooperate on issucs of this
sort. "I think also that a personal conversation with you
will iron out the harshness of our cpistolary exchange,”
Casuo adds. He assures Reich that he will follow up the
matuer "with profound personal inwerest,” along with the
WCC's stall person responsible for Christian-Jewish
rclations, Hans Ucko. J

Ecumenical Team Visits Armenia to
Gather Information About Coxfflict

Yerevan, Armenia - A joint delegation 6f the World
Council of Churches and the Confcrepte of European
Churches visited the Republic of Armenia 13-20 Junc
1991, 10 gather information about the conflict with the
neighbouring republic of Azerbaijan over the future of
the  prcdominantly  Armcnian  cnclave  of
Nagomo-Karabagh, which lies within Azerbaijan. The
visit came about in rcsponsc to an invitation (rom the
head of the Armenian Apostolic Church, Catholicos
Vasken L. '

The mandate of the five person delegation was (o
express solidarity with the Armenian Apostolic Church



Dates suggested by Fr P, F., Fumagalli and confirmed
by the church authorities in Warsaw, Budapest, andPrague.
Budapest and Prague during October 21-25, 1991

Warsaw, Auschwirz etc. October 30-31.

The above dates can be pushed closer together but one should be

prepared for one week of travel.
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PROGRAMME UNIT ON FAITH AND WITNESS

BUB-UNIT ON vzoa«a WITH PEQPLE OF LIVING FAITHS
" AN 15—~ <

150, ROUTE DE FERNEY, P.O. BOX 2100 World Jewish Congress
1211 GENEVA 2, SWITZERLAND : rue Varembg 1-3
TELEPHONE: (022)791 61 11 Case Postale
TELEX: 416 730 OIK CH &

1211 Geneve 20
CABLE: OIKOUMENE GENEVA

TELEFAX: (022)791 03 61
DIRECT DIAL: (022701 6343

Sept. 19, 1991

Dear Prof. Halpérin,

Wishing you "Shana tova” I would like to share with you a couple of items that
I am not sure has reached the World Jewish Congress or IJCIC.

1. Enclosed please find a letter by the Gen.Secr. dr. Emilio Castro to His
Beatitude Teoctist, Patriarch of the Romanian Orthodox Church. In his letter
dr. Castro asks the Rcmanian Orthodox Church to take a stand against
antisemitism in Romania. The respcnse to the letter by the Patriarchal
Assistant as well as an appeal to the clergy of the Church are also enclosed.

2, Please find also a copy of a letter to dr. D. Albahari, President of the
Federation of Jewish Communities inm Yugoslavia. The General Secretary
expresses In this letter his dismay over the bombing in Zagreb of a synagogue
last month.

Looking forward to seeing you, I remain

rj gincelrely,

/Ay C./L/Q-"-—r_

8 Ucko

Encl.
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150, ROUTE DE FERNEY, £.0. Box 2100 e parme = T ION
1211 GENEVA 2, SWITZERLAND 200 YIUR Bidloaiias

TELEPHONE (022)791 81 11°

TELEX: 415 730 QIK CH

CABLE: QIKOUMENE GENEVA

TELEFAX: (0221791 03 61 Dr D. Albshari, Prasident
Federation of Jewish Communities

in Yugoslavia

P. 0. Box 841
11001 Belgrade / Yugoslavia

Geneva, 11 September 1991

Dear Dr Albahari, )

We have learned with sorrow and dismay of the bombing of a synagogue in
Zagreb, 18-19 August. We are reminded of the stains on European history,
when synagogues were attacked and burned. We extend to you our feelings of
sadness over this ignominious attack on a house of praise and prayer. Events
like these must bring us, Jews and Christiacs, together in a common witness
for peace and reconciliation., We join with many Christians in Zagreb as they
pray that "reason and goodwill overcome, that the fear and intranguility
brought on by passions, causing the lives of all to be miserable, be calmed”
(Communiqué issued by the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Zagreb together with
the Serbian Patriarch and their bishops in Sremski Karlovei, May 7, 1991).

With our best wishes to you and the Jewish communities of Yugoslavia,

Yours sincerely,

Emilio Castro
General Secretary



PATRIARHIA ROMANA

Sectorul Relatii Externe
Bisericesti

7 Bucuresti VI, Str. Antim 29
Telefon 31.24.86
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Dear Mr. General Secretary,

We thank you very much for your letter of July 4, 1991
sent to His Beatitude Patriarch TEOCTIST with regard to some anti-
Semitic attitudes in Romania.

As you yourself say in the letter mentioned above the
Romanian pe0ple proved to be, in their great majority and with
few exceptions in time, solliary with the Jewish people, offering
them hospitality and refuge during the very difficult moments
of their modern history.

- As regards the things mentioned in your letter, the
Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church has already launched
an appeal to the Orthodox clergy and faithful in Romania and the
speech Hiz Beatitude Patriarch TEOCTIST delivered on the occasion
of the anniversary of 50 years since the progrom in Jassy reflects
the special preoccupations of our hierarchy with a view to the
cessation of promoting chauvinism, racism, anti-Semitism, proze-

lytism again or any other ideologies or religious faiths which

could promote hate against human beings.

So, we send yocu these documents herewith hoping that
they will show you the preoccupations of our Church - both of
our clergy and faithful - related to the promotion of a concilia-
tory responsible attitude among the citizens of Romania.

We specify that these documents have been published

in the review of the Jewish community in Bucharest.
With breotherly love in Jesus Christ, our Lord,

/f S A
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His Beastitude Teoctist

Patriarch of the Romanian
Orthodox Church

Alesa Patriarhiei, 2

70526 Buchareat / Romania

Geneva, 4 July 1991
EC/uz

Your Beatitude, dear Friend,

KWe look forward to the participation of Metropolitan Daniel in our Executive
Committee. It will be good to receive news from him of your person, your
church and your nation. We continue to upbold all of you in our prayers,
asking God's blessings on you in your search for a mew future for the Romanian
people. '

I write to you today to share with you an internationsl comcern about what
seems to be mounting antisemitic propaganda ia some very natiomalist sectors
of the political life of your country. Knowing your personal feeling and the
clear theological stand of your church, I am sure that you are as dismayed as
we are about these outbreaks of rejection of our brothers and sisters in
Abraham's faith. I would like to suggest for your consideration and the
consideration of the Eoly Synod the convenience of issuing pastoral
iastructions to local priests and parishes, calling Christians to the
recognition of our common roots in the 0ld Testament and of our particular
Christian responsibility to assure tolarance and conviviality with people of
other religious or cultural convictions. As you know from the history of your
country, Romania was a place of refuge for Jews in past centuries and that
contributed to the shaping of modern Romanian life. Unfortunately, the tragic
events of the war and the fanaticism provoked by the Nazi heresy have meant
death, suffering and exile for the majority of that populatioan. Those who
remained should find themselves at home iz a country that is their own and to
which they have contributed so much.

I encourage you to think of a theological clarification of the Christian stand
in relation to the Jewish people im such a way that it could be tramsmitted to
the public opinion of your country and read from all the pulpits so that we
could see the growth of a new feeling of communion with these people of
Israel. I am sure that you share my comviction that everything possible should
be done to create a climate in which we can give to the rest of the community
the blessings that come from the common biblical traditionm.

In fraternal love in Christ,

Emilio Castro

cc: Metr. Dauiel of Moldavia
General Secretary

Prof, Icz Bria

Lo Ray, Yape !plg



: TE APPEAL
OF THE HOLY SYNOD OF THE ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

.. His Beatitude TEOCTIST, Patriarch of the Romanian Orthe-
dox Church addressed to His Eminence Chief Rabbi Dr Moses Rosen
the following letter :

Your Eminence,
We send you herewith with love the Appeal of the Holy'
Synoéd - also released for the press - waited by our faithful.
Most respectfully yours,
TEOCTIST

The Appeal is addressed with warmth and feelings of

love and brotherhood among people, to the"clergy and faithful

of sur ancient Chureh and to all our brothers living‘together
in this counéry blessed by God", against those who try to spread
once again "chauvinism, racism, antisemitism, prozelytism or any
other ideologies which promote hatred against people”.

The Appeal calls for love and harmony among peoples
and religiohs, being a remarkable humanitarian dccument of hi%hly

ethical conduct.

His Eminence Chief Rabbi Dr. Moses Rosen sent to His
Beatitude Patriarch TEOCTIST the following letter :

His Eminence' letter to

His Beatitude TEOCTIST

Patriarch of the Romanian Orthodox Church

Your Beatitude,
I thank you from the bottom of my heart for your kind-

ness in sending to me the noble call which the Holy Synod of the
Romanian Orthodox Church recently addressed to the clergy and
faithful of your Church and to "all brothers living together in
this cbuntry blessed by God", a call by which you launch a warm
appeal to love and reconciliation and rightly blame chauvinism,
racism, aniisemitism, prozelytism, or any other-ideologies which

.

promote hatred amongst people. .
This appeal,made in the spirit of ecumenical brcther-

hood among real faithful in the Creater of the Unigue Creation,

)
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PRESERVE THE HOLY GIFT OF LIFE

On the occasion of the big feast of the Descent of
the Holf Spirit (the Pentecost), we members of the Holy Synod
of the Romanian Orthodox Church hereby launch a warm appeal
to all the ciergy and faithful of our ancestral Church and
to all our brethren living in this God-blessed land to defend
and support life, to seé%re goodwill and love in peaceful bonds.

The Holy Spirit Who descended at Pentecost upon our
Lord's disciples, thereby founding Christ's Church, source
of Life and Holiness, further grants us life as God's gift,
while also guiding us and imparting us streﬁgth to'lead a good,
saintly life, towards securing eternal happiness.

Deepiy concerned with the spreading of the "serious
sin of abortion, a real crime against life and against the
Life-giving Holy Spirit, we hereby call upon parents and especial-
ly upon mothers to defend their babes' right to live, the more
so as the latter are deprived thereof, although bearing God's
image, as early as conception time.

The Holy Ghost, Who brings together all nations in
due harmony, equally requires us to love our brethren, irrespec-
tive of their origin of faith, since they are all created in
God's image. Wherever the Holy Ghost is actually present, working
in our life, He cannot but alter division into reconcilement,
aversion into love, wherefore chauvinism, racism, antisemitism,
proielytism and all such like ideologies fostering hatc against
mankind, which, far from being the Holy Spirit's work, are
but foreas of evil and death.

Let us therefore pray to the Holy Spirit to an lighten
our life, so that we may rightfully perceive in every human
being God's secret image, for lle will undoubtedly judge cach
individual and nation according to the measure of their love
to their brethren (Matthew 25, 31-46), by granting eternal
life and bliss only to such as have well appreciatcd and pre-
sexved, here on earth, the holy gift of their bro;hrens‘ life.

!

THE HCLY SYNOD OF THE KOMANIAN CRTHGODROXN CHURCH
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thyself®, this call made in the name of our Heavently Father,

of all people, comes at the right moment. This appeal is designed
to awake consciousnesses, to strenghen souls in the fight against
those who spread poison to the sould by promoting wild antisemitic
hatred, new incitation to progrom, and using calumnies in order

to defame us, the Jews.

We, those who survived the Holocaust, but live once
again the tragedy occured half a century ago, are very grateful
for the call you made.

It is not only a balm for our bleeding wounded sould, .
but also a splendid confirmation of the Kindness and Hospitality
of the Romanian People amid whom we have been living for more
than six centuries and in whose service we are engaged entirely.

We whould kindly ask you to accept and convey to the
hierarchs of the Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church oux brotherly
greetings and all our gratitude.

We shall wait for you, Your Beatitude, on July 1, 1991,
to hear with love and respect the speech you are gding to deliver
on the occasion of the anniversary of the Holocaust against the
Jews in Romania. _ &

We shall pray together to our Heavenly Father for the
everlasting rest of our martyrs, for the peace and welfare of
our homeland, Romania.

We embrace you most respectfully

Chief Rabbi,
Dr. Moses Rosen
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LUTHERAN SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AT CHICAGO

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT September 23, 1991

Dr. Joan Campbell Rabbi Henry D. Michelman
National Council of Churches Synagogue Council of America
475 Riverside Drive 327 Lexington Avenue

New York, New York 10015 New York, New York 10016

The Rev. Monsignor Robert Lynch
United States Catholic Conference
3211 Fourth Street

Washington, DC 20017

Thank you all for making room on your schedules for our meeting on October 10,
1991, at 2:00 p.m. at Dr. Forman's office at The Ford Foundation, 320 East 43rd
Street, New York City.

I have consulted with Dr. Forman, and together we are proposing the following
agenda: ;

1. Introduction
2. Background for meeting - William Lesher

Purpose: to determine possible ways and means to develop the support of
the Christian and Jewish communities in America for The Common Good
proposal of The Ford Foundation.

3. Background of The Common Good study - Shepard Forman
4. Response by religious leaders

5. Proposals and next steps

Monsignor Lynch is unable to be with us, but has gracim;sly agreed to send a
representative in his place.

I will armive in New York at 9:45 a.m. on October 10 and would be happy to
schedule lunch at 12:30 p.m. with any or all of you to plan for our time at the
Foundation. Please call my office or send a fax (312-753-0782) if a pre-session
lunch is possible for you. You might also suggest a place in the neighborhood of
the Foundation.



LUTHERAN SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AT CHICAGO
1100 East 55th Street
Chicago, IL 60615

MEMO

Office of the President (312) 753-0728
TO: Rev. Msgr. Robert Lynch
Rabbi Henry Michelman! ~

FROM:  William Lesher

DATE:  October 2, 1991

RE: The Ford Foundation meeting, October 10, 1991, 2:00 p.m.

Attached please find a copy of a letter that I wrote to Dr. Kathleen Hurty, a personal friend and a
member of the staff of the National Council of the Churches of Christ, some months ago,
describing the involvement of the Council of Religious Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago (CRLMC)
in the support of The Common Good study of The Ford Foundation. It is this letter that initiated

The Common Good study as an agenda item at your meeting with Joan Campbell in late August
1991. I pass this along to you as background information for our meeting on October 10.

WEL/w
Attachment



October 6, 1991

JEWISH LEADERS’ STATEMENT ON MEETING WITH CARDINAL GLEMP

Jewish leaders today welcomed the initiative taken by John
Cardinal O0'Connor in arranging a meeting between Jozef Cardinal
Glemp, primate of Poland, held at the Cardinal’s residence.

The Jewish group acknowledged the views expressed by
Cardinal Glemp at the Washington meeting on September 20 in which he
expressed regret over the stereotypic statements based on
misinformation about Jews in Poland, and pledged to lead the Polish
Catholic Church in a comprehensive effort to combat anti-Semitism
throughout Poland.

In the important effort to implement the objectives
outlined in the Polish Catholic Church’s pastoral letter of November
1990 and the Prague declaration of September 1991, both Cardinal
Glemp and Jewish leaders agreed to cooperate in the following
activities:

1) Implementation of the invitation to go to Poland to teach
in the seminaries and Catholic institutions about Jewish/Polish
history, contributj of Jews to Polish culture and basic Jewish
values.  uiwhecdsn = 7oy Sameoen |

2) The establishment of concrete program for the coming year

to implement the pastoral letter of January 20, as well as, to
respond to Cardinal Glemp’s promise that he will do everything in his
power to fight anti-Semitism in Poland.

3) Work to overcome stereotypes of Jews, Catholics and Poles
and implement a general process of dialogue.
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'Glemp asks Jewish leaders to hel

(Reuter)

fight antisem

m in Polan

JONATHAN SCHACHTER
NEW YORK - Cardinal Jozef
Glemp last night appealed to Jewish
leaders for their help in combati
Polish antisemitism and *'r

< positively” to a request by New
York Cardinal John O'Connor to
intercede with the Vatican to estab-
lish relations with Israel, The Jeruss-
lem Post has leamed.

Glemp made the appeal in a
meeting at O'Connor’s residence in
St. Patrick's Cathedral atteaded by
2 dozen Jewish leaders, about half
of whom bad met with Glemp two
weeks before in Washington, D.C.

“The cardinal made an appeal for
a conference in Warsaw in Febmuary
1992 of leading Jewish and Polish
scholars and religious leaders,” said
Rabbi Mar, baum, a former

rman of OCIC, the n-
al Jowish Commigiee omr Intarrabis

gous Lo ons. )
Janephaum said ‘Glemp wanted-
the Jewish leaders t6 “help me and
help us leam what we need to know
about the history of the Jewish peo-
ple, their religion and their cul
in Poland.
dﬂ‘{‘lt’s dm tl;fmmhnu been
erent that hi v
we've got to close the gap in the
reading of that history,” Tanen-
um quoted Glemp as saying—
| “We Think we have got a break-
through now, a beachhead, and it
would be a derelicion of responsi-
bility to abandon that," Tunenbaum
added. S ——
According 10 a joimt statement
signed by Glemp and the Jewish
leaders, the canference would plan a
permanent program “to teach in the
universities, academies and faculties

e o B 'pe
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“of Caxiaut institutions about Jew-

ish/Polish_histary, the cantribution -
of Jews to Palish cultime and basic
Jewish vajues.” - ;

Rabbi James Rudin, director of
Interreligions affairs of the Ameri-
can Jewish G;mﬁme, c:fnul the
mectin, of a process of “evolu-
tion™ tﬁn Polish primate’s attitude
toward Jews. “In the two weeks he's
been here, he certalaly encountered
thed ics of Catholic-Jewish re-
lations in the United States, which
exist here like mowhere in the
wuorld,” said Rudin,

The meetings with Glemp had
been the subject of much controver-
sy in light of his statements in 2 1989
homily accusing Jews of controlling
the world news media,. spreading
communism and promoting drunk-
cnness. He also claimed that New

. Sus on whether to mest with the

entesed against

York Rabbi Avi Weiss and six other
Jews had intended to kill Polish
nuns when they demonstrated out-
side the Carmelite Convent at
Auschwitz a2 month eartier.

UCIC could not achieve a consen-

Polish cardinal. prompting the resig-
nation of its ch:imﬁlttg Seymogr
Reich. The Jews who met with
Glemp last night were invited to do
so as individuals, not in their organi-
zational capacities.

Outside the cathedral, several
bundred protesters led by Weiss
shouted “shame on Glemp" and
“Glemp, apologize.” Weiss can-
demned the meeting, accusing those
Jews who anended of “'groveling™ to
the Catholics,

Last Thursday, Weiss filed a $50
million suit against Glemp for Libel
#ad defurmation in bow Youk Slals
Supreme ‘Court. He said thar if
glw to yespond to the suit, a -
jodgn I.“_he- sutomaticaily '

m. -

At the Washington meeting,
Glemp offered a qualificd apology
for his antisemitic statcments, ac-
knowledging they were based an
mistaken information, but did not
offer a direct apalogy to Weiss, Last
night, Glemp made no reference 10
Weiss or the Auschwitz incident,
said those who atteaded.

“Today's meeting was not intend-
ed for that purpose,” Tanenbaum |
said. “He reatfirmed vhat BT |
Washington, that he commuts him-
s¢lf to the spirit and language of the
Polish Catholic Church’s pastoral
letter, which confesses that it must
do rshuva, and ask forgiveness of

(Continued on Back Page)
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New York Post: Robert Kai’hr

m Cardinal O’Connor (left) watches a dignitary kiss the ring of Poland’s Cardinal Glemp.

JEWS RIP GLEMP AT
0’CONNOR’S HOME

By MARY PAPENFUSS

Some 250 Jewish protesters
outside John Cardinal O'Con-
nor's Midtown residence yester-
day lashed visiting Polish Cardi-
nal Jozef Glemp as an unrepent-
ant antl-Semite.

Just minules eariler next aoor
at St. Patrick's Cathdral, Glemp
was praised by O'Connor and re-
ceived a standing ovation from
the congregation, including
many Polish-Americans, some
in ethnic folk costume.

The protest was the culmina-
tion of years of rancor in the
Jewish community over a 1989
homily by Glemp that was
widely branded as anti-Semitic,

Though Glemp, who heads Po-
land's powerful Catholic church,

iasued a formal apology for it
“You can't print what I think of
Glemp,” said Gizella Issaroff,
who rolled up her sleeve to re-
veal a small black “A-166" tattoo
on her arm that she received at
Poland's Auschwitz death camp.
“l was taken to Auschwitz
when [ was 14 with my 34-year-
old mother and 38-year-old fa-
ther, and my five brother and
sisters,” sald Issaroff, 62, who
lives in Far Rockaway, Queens.
“What you see here is the only
one who survived,” she said as
her eyes brimmed with tears.
Protesters shouted: “Shame,
shame” and “Apologize™ as a
group of some 10 conciliatory Jew-
ish leaders met with Glemp and
O'Connor inside O'Connor's home

MNew York Poit: Rebert Kalfus

SIGNS OF ANGER: Jews
vent their wrath near St.
Pat’'s yesterday.

after the 10:15 Mass at St. Pat's.

Jewish leaders on different
sides of the Glemp fence faced
off angrily on the street after the
meeting.

They shouted at one another in
Yiddish and even pulled open
their shirts to reveal their tzitzis
— a special undergarment worn
by some Jews — apparently in
an effort to show who better rep-
resented the Jewish community.

Most who attended the meeting
told The Post later they were
pleased with the outcome,

though they sald Glemp neve:
mentioned his homily.

“If he didn't see the light, ht
certainly felt the heat,” saic
Rabbl Marc Tannebaum, forme:

4 chair of the International Jewist

Committe for Interreligious Con
sultations.

Glemp outraged the interna
tional community three years agc
when he said seven Jewish leader:
from New York protesting a con
vent at Auschwitz intended tc
murder the nuns there.

He also indicated that Jews
controlled the world media, anc
were responsible for commu
nism and alcoholism in Poland.

Before he left for his three
week tour of the U.S. last month
he insisted there was sociologi
cal evidence for his comments,

Since then, he has tried to hea
the rift with the American Jew-
ish community with meetings.
which have satisfied some and
infuriated others.

Rabbi Leon Klenicki said he
appealed to Glemp at yester
day's meeting “to say, ‘I abhor
what I said,' and say it again in
Poland” — but that Glemp made
no response.

Glemp did agree to a series o.
conferences in Poland to im
prove relations with Jews tha
will begin in February 1992.

Later, as O'Connor and Glemp
reviewed the Pulaski Day Pa-
rade from the steps of the cathe-
dral, O'Connor said: “While they
were protesting outside, we were
having a wonderful meetmg in-
side — very amiable.”
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CONFERENCE

DATE: October 8, 1991

FROM: Deacon Chris Baumann
0 - 202-541-3200
H - 703-503-9664

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OFFERS SUPPORT TO PRESIDENT BUSH
ON REDUCTION IN NUCLEAR ARMS AND MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS
WASHINGTON - In a letter to President George Bush, Archbishop
Daniel E. Pilarczyk, President of the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops (NCCB), welcomed "steps taken thus far to reduce

the U.S. nuclear arsenal and to bring about a peace conference in
the Middle East."

The letter, delivered before the Soviet response to the U.S.
proposal’, expressed hope for similar concrete actions by the
Soviets and other nuclear powers. The measures ''constitute
significant steps toward a safer world."

In the area of nuclear arms, the NCCB/USCC President
particularly welcomed the "elimination of tactical nuclear arms,
the removal of nuclear weapons from Navy surface vessels, the
ending of alert status for nuclear bombers and some Minuteman
missiles. In our 1983 pastoral letter on nuclear arms and our
1988 report on nuclear deterrence, we urged such ’independent
initiatives’ to reduce nuclear arsenals and to bring greater
stability and safety to the world." Archbishop Pilarczyk
commended the President for his willingness to negotiate
"elimination of land-based multiple-warhead missiles." He went
on to say, "Much more remains to be done to cut nuclear arsenals
and conventional weapons further, to ban chemical and biological
weapons, to prevent proliferation, to negotiate a comprehensive
test-ban, and to confront the arms trade in the world.
Nonetheless these measures are important steps forward."

OFFICE FOR MEDIA RELATIONS
UNITED STATES CATHOLIC CONFERENCE MOLE v
3211 4th STREET, N.E. « WASHINGTON, D.C. 20017-1194
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Archbishop Pilarczyk said "I hope and pray that the nations
of the world will act boldly to build on these initial and
important actions to shape a world where the threat of nuclear
conflict and destruction has given way to genuine cooperation to
meet the pressing social needs of the human family."

"The world will be a safer and better place," Archbishop
Pilarczyk said, "as nations devote their energies and resources
to eliminating hunger and homelessness, providing better
education and health care rather than building more and more
arms."

Archbishop Pilarczyk also expressed "appreciation for the
efforts of your Administration to advance the cause of peace in
the Middle East." He offered support for three major
initiatives: 1) "persistent efforts to persuade Israel, the
Palestinians and the Arab states to come to the conference
table..., 2) the call for the United Nations General Assembly to
repudiate its resolution equating Zionism with racism...and
3) the insistence that Israeli settlements in the Occupied
Territories represent a serious obstacle to peace and that U.S.
policy will not support such settlements."

Referring to the U.S. Bishops 1989 statement on the Middle
East, Archbishop Pilarczyk said, "While some things have changed
since the statement’s adoption, the fundamental issues remain: i
security for Israel, justice for the Palestinians and peace for
the region." He called the Administration’s efforts "the most
serious and promising attempts to bring about real negotiations
in more than a decade."

He said the repeal of the "onerous" U.N. Zionism resolution
"can contribute to establishing the conditions of mutual respect
required for negotiating a just and lasting peace." Archbishop
Pilarczyk went on to say, "We strongly support the right of
Israel to exist within secure boundaries and we welcome the
effort to seek actively the repeal of this resolution."

Supporting the U.S. position that "Israel’s settlements in

more. .



Page 3 / Middle East Peace Process

the Occupied Territories are ’legally problematic and an
impediment to peace,’" Archbishop Pilarczyk said "expanding
settlements in the Occupied Territories would prejudge and
threaten the peace process since the talks will likely include
the future of these territories. The United States has been
clear and consistent in its insistence that our legitimate and
necessary assistance to Israel not be used to foster a
settlements policy which our government opposes and which could

undermine prospects for peace."

Archbishop Pilarczyk said "Our conference affirms Pope John
Paul II’'s view that both Israelis and Palestinians have a
' fundamental right to have their own homeland in which they live
in freedom, dignity, and security in harmony with their
neighbors.’"

In concluding, the Archbishop said, "I pray that your
efforts will lead to concrete steps for peace and justice for all
the peoples in the land believers call holy and for continued
steps toward nuclear disarmament and genuine peace for all the

world."

The complete text of the letter to President Bush is

attached. :
# ##

91-136
A,B
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— < Department of Social Development and World Peace
~ Office of International Justice and Peace

CONFERENCE 3211 4th Street N.E. Washington, DC 20017-1194 (202)541-3198 FAX (202)541-3339 TELEX 7400424

October 4, 1991

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I write to offer the support and encouragement of our Catholic Bishops’
Conference for initiatives of the United States government in two vital areas - reductions
in nuclear arms and the search for peace in the Middle East. In these times of dramatic
world change and new opportunities for peace, we welcome the steps taken thus far to
reduce the U.S. nuclear arsenal and to bring about a peace conference in the Middle East.

Nuclear Arms

The measures you announced last Friday constitute significant steps toward a safer
world. I particularly welcome the elimination of tactical nuclear arms, the removal of
tactical nuclear weapons from Navy ships, the ending of alert status for nuclear bombers
and some Minuteman missiles. In our 1983 pastoral letter on nuclear arms and our 1988
report on nuclear deterrence, we urged such "independent initiatives” to reduce nuclear
arsenals and to bring greater stability and safety to the world.

I also commend your willingness to negotiate elimination of land-based multiple-
warhead missiles.

I hope these steps by the U.S. will lead to similar concrete actions by the Soviets
and other nuclear powers and even more fundamental steps toward nuclear disarmament.
In light of dramatic changes in our world, I hope and pray that the nations of the world
will act boldly to build on these initial and important actions to shape a world where the
threat of nuclear conflict and destruction has given way to genuine cooperation to meet
the pressing social needs of the human family.



Mr. President
October 4, 1991
Page two

Much more remains to be done to cut nuclear arsenals and conventional weapons
further, to ban chemical and biological weapons, to prevent proliferation, to negotiate a
comprehensive test-ban, and to confront the arms trade in the world. Nonetheless, these
measures are important steps forward.

The world will be a safer and better place as nations devote their energies and
resources to eliminating hunger and homelessness, providing better education and health
care rather than building more and more arms. In a world and nation where too many
people’s lives and dignity are threatened and diminished by poverty and deprivation, we
now have an unprecedented opportunity to focus on how best to confront the injustices
and unmet needs that still haunt our society and world.

The Middle East

I also wish to express my appreciation for the efforts of your administration to
advance the cause of peace in the Middle East. I offer my support for three major
initiatives of your administration in this area:

1) Your persistent efforts to persuade Israel, the Palestinians and the Arab states
to come to the conference table to seek a just and peaceful solution to this long and

bitter conflict;

2) The call for the United Nations General Assembly to repudiate its resolution
equating Zionism with racism; and

3) The insistence that Israeli settlements in the Occupied Territories represent a
serious obstacle to peace and that U.S. policy will not support such settlements.

I share with you a copy of the statement of the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops on the Middle East. While some things have changed since the statement’s
adoption, the fundamental issues remain: security for Israel, justice for the Palestinians
and peace for the region.



Mr. President
October 4, 1991
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In this statement, we called for "active diplomatic engagement by the United States
in the process of seeking and making peace in the Middle East.® Your current efforts are
the most serious and promising attempts to bring about real negotiations in more than a
decade. We strongly support your work to bring about these talks and urge all the parties
involved to come to the conference table to address the difficult issues that divide them.

As we said in our statement,

The status quo is untenable for the people of the Middle East and the broader world
community. The method of progress must be dialogue; it is a tested alternative to
violence ... The key to successful political dialogue will be Palestinians willing to discuss
secure boundaries and stable political relations with Israel, and Israelis willing to discuss
territory and sovereignty with Palestinians.

We continue to believe that framework advanced by UN Resolutions 242 and
338, which this Conference endorsed in 1989, remains "a foundations stone for a just
and stable peace” in the Middle East. The thrust of those resolutions is "to assert the
formula of land for peace, to secure acceptance of Israel by other Middle East states,
and to affirm the inadmissability of the acquisition of territory by war."

Earlier this week Archbishop John R. Roach, Chairman of our Committee on
International Policy, issued a statement applauding your request for the withdrawal of
the UN resolution on Zionism. He commented that "the repeal of this regrettable act
by the United Nations would greatly contribute to establishing the conditions of mutual
respect required for negotiating a just and lasting peace in the region.” I enclose a
copy of Archbishop Roach’s statement.

The perpetuation of the notion that "Zionism is racism" is a not-so-veiled threat
to the very idea of a Jewish homeland in Israel. For that reason, it ought to be
rejected. I hope the repeal of this onerous resolution can contribute to establishing the
conditions of mutual respect required for negotiating a just and lasting peace.

We strongly support the right of Israel to exist within secure boundaries and we
welcome the effort to seek actively the repeal of this resolution.



Mr. President
October 4, 1991
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I also support the consistent position of the U.S. government that Israel’s
settlements in the Occupied Territories are “legally problematic and an impediment to
peace.” The continued policy of expanding settlements in the Occupied Territories
would prejudge and threaten the peace process since the talks will likely include the
future of these territories. The United States has been clear and consistent in its
insistence that our legitimate and necessary assistance to Israel not be used to foster a
settlements policy which our government opposes and which could undermine

prospects for peace.

Our conference affirms Pope John Paul II's view that both Israelis and
Palestinians have a “fundamental right to have their own homeland in which they live

in freedom, dignity, and security in harmony with their neighbors.*

I write to voice our hopes for the dialogue to come and our prayers for peace
and justice in the Middle East. What we said in our 1989 statement is even more true
today: "It is our conviction that a truly open moment for peace exists in the Middle
East, and that the United States has an indispensable role to play in the peace
process.”

I pray that your efforts will lead to concrete steps for peace and justice for all
the peoples in the land believers call holy and for continued steps toward nuclear
disarmament and genuine peace for all the world.

Sincerely,

t-@-ﬂc“pw

Most Reverend Daniel E. Pilarczyk
Archbishop of Cincinnati
President NCCB/USCC

Enclosures



STATEMENT ON REPEAL OF UN RESOLUTION ON ZIONISH

Archbishop John R. Roach
October 2, 199%1

I applaud President Bush’s appeal to the United Nations General
Assembly to reverse its 1975 resolution equating Zionism with
racism.

As the U.S. Catholic Conference said in 1975, this resolution
"retards the necessary struggle against racism in the world and
opens the door to harrassment, discrimination and denial of basic
rights to members of the Jewish community throughout the

world."

At a time when significant efforts are underway to bring about a
peace conference, the repeal of this regrettable act by the
United Nations would greatly contribute to establishing
conditions of mutual respect required for negotiating a just and
lasting peace in the region. Repeal of the resolution also would
strengthen the credibility of the United Nations as a force for
peace in the world.

We hope the General Assembly will respond favorably to President
Bush’s welcome initiative.
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MERICAN SECRETARIAT

~magogue Council of America
27 Lexington Avenue

.ew York, NY 10016

2l (212) 686-8670

ax: (212) 686-8673

.UROPEAN SECRETARIAT

‘orld Jewish Congress
Rue de Varembe ’
211 Geneve 20, Swizerland
2l: (41) 22-734-13-25
ax: (41) 22-73-33-985

'ONSTITUENT AGENCIES

merican Jewish Commitiee
55 East 56 Smreet

‘ew York, NY 10022

2]: (212) 751-4000

ax: (212) 751-4018

‘nai B'rith/

And Defamation League
23 U.N. Plaza

iew York, NY 10017

‘el: (212) 490-2525

ax: (212) 867-0779

‘he Israel Interfaith Assoc.
.0.B. 7739

erusalem 91.077, Israel .
el: (972) 2-63-52-12

ynagogue Council of America
‘27 Lexington Avenue

iew York, NY 10016

‘el: (212) 686-8670

‘ax: (212) 686-8673

vorld Jewish Congress
i01 Madison Avenue
+ew York, NY 10022
“el: (212) 755-5770
‘ax: (212) 755-5883

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

October 9, 1991

TO: ALL MEMBERS OF IJCIC
REPRESENTING THE CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS

FROM: Leon A, Feldman, Consultant

REMINDER AND PLEASE NOTE:

THERE WILL BE A VERY IMPORTANT MEETING OF THE IJCIC MEMBERS

ON FRIDAY, OCT, 11, 1991 at 9.30 A. M, (PROMPTLY)

in the offices of the Synagogue Council (entr. 39th St,)

The azenda will include:

1. Resignation of Seymour D, Reich, Esq., as chairman of IJCIC

2. Succession to chairmanship (rotation).

3. Review of current issues.

4, Plans for future activities and relationships.

PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND,

(If not attending, please notify Miriam or Linda,

-212- 686-8670).

LY}



..........

(¥
i
|
LL
<
]
]
LS
1
1
[+3
1
T
L ¥}
€
I
i
>
1
LI q]
)
oo
o

DREYER AND TRAUB

A.wi. DREYER (Dia-1920) A PARTNERSHIP WHICH INCLUDES PROFISSIONAL CORPORATIONS

ADRAHAM TRAUBD IB27-1DP4) oF COUNSEL
10! PARK AVENUE MURRAY 8. FELTON

STEVER #. JACOBBON. P. €. AATRUR 8. HANTEL

RALD N. SCHRAGER. P C.  ALAN O. BLAKE YORK, N.Y. 10178 JEFFREY 8. GUNIN, -;c
::mnn A. RALRA, P G. EUGKNE MITTELMAN®® NEW YO 0 ROBEAT A. MALLOW * .,.
SCYMOUR D. AEICH®"® SEORGE LANDER : GOROON MARBMALL, P. C.
ALAN L. RAZLOW SARAH C. LICHTENSTEIN OWARD L. WEINAEICH
HOWARD L. MORSE KLAUS W. GEIPEL {212} e@i-8BCO ATEPMEN A. ZELNICK
SARRY . IHIMRIN STERHEN BELDIN o
ROJERET Q. FRIEDMAN HANNAH R. FLAMENSAUM —— TELEX: 428300
(AVING B, ALTER JEAN E. QALLANCY 1 R 1AL NUMBER e
MABTIN | WLEIN® MENASHEM J. KASTNER WRITER'S DIRECT D TELECOPIER
JONATHAN 4. BERNSTEIN  JAY |. QORDON (212) 984-6068 Vosspuaid
DONALE N. BAVID REITH B, ARIEH
EDWARD L. HARRIS, J&. CHARLES SAPERETEIN —

MARE 9. INTRILIGATOR HOWARD T, COTTON I N REPLY REFER TC PILE
ROBERT J. IVANAOR WAYNE B, HEICKLEN .
GERNARD R. DIAMOND MICHAEL POLLACR" "™
TH |. HABER KENNETH 8. ROSK
;::::r M. PIBCHMAN %" ANDREW 8. LEVINE VIA FAX Ne, 212-68 6'867
NSAM NUNBERG™® JOHN P. NARPOLI®®™*
BENJAMIN SUCKEWER RICHARD L. SUSSMAN
CAVID M. WARREN"" ROGER W. THOMAS

® ADMITTED NEW YIRR. FLORIDA AND CALITORNIA
+* ADMITTEG NEW YORA A%D D.C. Septembar 298 1991
SUA L OMITTED NEW YORK, TERAS AND FLORIDA
SRR, 0uITTED MEW YORR AND CONNEESTIENT
pess s, oMITTED NEW YORK AND MABBACHUEETTE

Rabbi Henry Michslman
Synagogue Councll of America
327 Lexington Avenus

New York, New York 10016

Dear Henry:

I do not wish to preside at the next [JCIC mesting.

I would suggest that a meeting be csiled to|salect a new Chalrman, to plan for
the Geneva meeting with Dr, Castro of the Waorld Couneil of Churches and representatives
of the Greek Orthocox Church and to make certain that the Octobar mestings in Warsaw,
SBudapest and Prague take place to bagin implementstion of the Prague Declaration.

Sincerely

Seymour
SDRu:jgh

cet Dr. L.eon Feldman




ANATOMY OF A JEWISH LEADER'S RESIGNATION

Reich resigns as Chairman of IJCIC to protest Jewish meeting with Cardinal Glemp

by Seymour D. Reich

Because [ thought it unseemly for American Jewish leaders to meet with Cardinal
Jozef Glemp untll he repudiated in Poland the anti-Semitic accusations he made in his 1989
homily, and because the International Jewish Commilttee for Interreligious Consultations
(ICIC), whieh I chaired, did not meet its responsibility in srriving &t a common stance on the
Polish Primate's visit to the United States, I resigned as Chairman of the umbrella group that
is recognized as the agency of the Jewish world in its ilnternational deslings with the Catholie
Chureh. |

On August 28, 15889, Cardinal Glemp, head of Poland's Roman Catholic Chureh,
delivered a homily at the shrine in Czestochowa in whi:ch he accused Jews of "getting peasants
drunk," of "spreading communisim" in Poland, of acting "from a position of a people raised
above all others." an_d of con.trolling the world media. He also accused Rabbl Avi Weiss of New
York, who had led a group of protesters who scaled the wall of the Carmelite convent on the
grounds at Auschwitz, of seeking to kill the Carmelite sisters and to destroy the convent. A
week later Cardinal Glemp described as "offensive" the 1987 agreement to move the
Carmelite convent from Auschwitz and celled for the renegotiation of the agreement.

The February 22, 1887 accord, signed in Geneva by four European Cardinals and
Eurcpean Jewish leaders (including two representatives from IJCi’C), ealled for relocation of
the convent within two years. It was the fallure of the Carmelite nuns to move from
Auschwitz by mid-1989 that prompted Rabbl Welss and six other American Jews to protest
outside the concentration camp site and to then scale the wall of the convent. They were
teater Dy Polish workers and dragged from the convent grounds. While many of us criticized

the demonstrators for intruding on the convent, we reacted with anger to their treatment.



Cardinal Glemp's homily, and his call for renegotiation of the agreement to remove
the econvent, were denounced by Catholic and Jew alike. John Cardinal O'Connor of New York
eaid that the Cardinal's remarks were "harmful and distressing," Three of the Cardinals who
signed the Auschwitz sgreement called on the Polish Church to get on with the relocation of
the convent. Harvard Law School Professor Alan Dershowitz threatened to sue the Cardinal
for defamation on behalf of Rabbl Weiss on his then anticipated visit to the U.S. The Cardinal
subsequently canceled a scheduled September visit to several U.8. cities.

Under pressure from the Vatican and other Polish and Catholic Cardinals, the
Poilsh Primate on September 21, 1888 reversed his stand and agreed that the convent would be
moved from the death camp.

Two years later, on July 26, 1881, it was announced that Cardinal Glemp planned to
travel to the U.8, in September. Some Jewish leaders expressed outrage over the upcoming
U.S, visit because the Cardinal had not retracted his anti-semitic remarks. Others saw the
visit as an opportunity for dialogue with the Chureh leader.

But much had happened since the Cardinal's 1589 homily, and it was not eclear how
or {f those events changed the Polish Primate.

An historic meeting took place in Prague in September, 1990, when Vatican and
[dCIC representatives agreed on the need for & program to combat anti-Semitsm in Eastern
Eurcpe. It was the first formel meeting in five years of the Vatican Commission on Religious
Relations with the Jews and IJCIC. Catholle~-Jewish relations were back on track after
relations had been disrupted by Pope John Paul's 1988 meeting with President Kurt Waldheim
of Austria and by the controversy over relocating the Carmelite convent. In Prague,
Archbishop Edward J. Cassidy, who heads the Vatiean Commission on Catholie-Jewish
relations, acknowledged that anti-Semitism hed found a place in Christian thought and
practice and called for an aet of "teshuva" or repentance. Catholie-Jewish liasion committees

were to be established In Eastern Europe in an effort to combat newly emerging



manifestations of anti-semitism. Poland was to be one of the three countries where the new
effort would be made. - |

On January 30 of this year, a pastoral letter by the Polish Conference of Bishops
wes read In all Polish churches. It expressed "our sﬁncere regret for all incidents of anti-
semitism which were committed at any time or by ahy one on Polish soil" as well as "our
gorrow for all the injustices and harm done to the Jews'i.

The American Jewish community and the American Catholic Bishops have a very
good reiationship, Dialogue, communication and coopération are at a peak. It was clear that
the American Bishops wantad American Jewish leaders to meet with the Cardinal as he began
his 19 day trip to 14 U.S. cities. |

On July 30, IJCIC leaders met in New York:. Representatives of IJCIC constituent
agencies in the U.S. - the American Jewish Committee, B'nai B'rith/Anti-Defamation League,
Synagogue Council of America (representing Orthodox, Conservative and Reform Judalsm) and
World Jewish Congress - all agreed that we recommend to American Jewlsh leaders that they
meaet with Cardina! Glemp in Washington — but only if, while still In Poland and before he
came to the U.S., he apologized for his 1889 homily, condemned all forms of anti-Semitism,
withdrew his accusation againgt Rabbi Weiss, reaffirmed his belated acceptance of the
agreement to move the Carmelite convent and stated his wlllingness to promote Catholic-
Jewish relations in Poland.

Discussions held bstween Jewish and Catholle leaders in the U.S. goncerning the
Cardinal's visit were productive. It was anticipated that the Cardinal would acknowledge the
hurt that resulted from the Auschwitz controversy, apologize freely if any of his words caused
‘pain to the Jewish people, express hope that the Jewish people find it in their hearts to forgive
him es he fcrgives those who caused him pain, seek to act with love, respect and sensitivity to
the Jewish people and acknowledge that the rabbi who demonstrated in 1989 on the grounds of

the convent did not intend harm to the nuns.



It was also anticipated that the Cardinal would make these statements in Poland to
the Polish people so they could hear these ameliorative words from his lips as they heard his
stereotypleally anti-semitic words in his 1988 homily.

On August 23, the Bishops Conference released a letter from Cardinal Glemp to
Archbishep Maida of Detroit, who is the lialson for the Polish Apostolate of the Bishops
Conference. In his two page letter, the Cardinal said, "I understand that seven members of the
Jewish community who distiurbed the peace of the Carmelite sisters in July 1989, to which I
reacted In my homily on August 28, 1989, did not inténd to kill the Sisters or to destroy the
convent. ! am not anti-semitic; I have publicly expressed my negative attitude towards anti-
semitism. I would like to re-state today that anti-gsemitism Is evil and is contrary to the spirit
of the Gospel."

We were dissppointed. Our Catholle friends also seemed disappointed. While
acknowledging that Rabbi Weiss and his group did not :intend to harm the nuns or destroy the
convent, the Cardinal did net address the 1989 homily.. Moreover, his statement was directed
not to the Polish people but to an American prelate.

In response, the American Jewish Committee issued a press release saying that the
Cardinal's statement "helps close a painful chapter In Catholle-Jewish relatiqns." The
Synagogue Counell said the Cardinsl "clearly indicates that he seeks reconciliation and
positive relations with the Jewish community”. The Anti-Defamation League called the letter -
"g first step" and expressed the hope that Cardinal Glemp would deliver a homily in Poiand
"that will {orever erase the blemish of his 1989 remarks." [JCIC acknowledged "the step taken
by Cardinal Glemp In his letter as an effort towerds improving reiations between the Cathoile
Chureh in Poland and the Jewish commﬁnit}'“ and sald that it expected "that there will be
further ciarification from the Cardinal while still in Poland and when he arrives in the U.S8."
We also welcomed the retraction of the accusation that Rabbl Weiss and his coileagues

intended to do phyaical harm to the nuns.



The Cardinal's letter to Archbishop Maida was reported in the Polish press a week
later.

We continued our discussions with the Catholic hierarchy in the U.S. i{n the hope
that Cardinal Glemp would take the opportunity tg address the issue of the homily in Poland
" before he arrived in the U.8. In the meantime, there were rumors that the Bishops Conference
was extending invitations to American Jewish leaders to attend a meeting with Cardinal
Glemp in Washington on September 20.

IJCIC had agreed on August 2 that we would "meet again at & later occasion" to
elarify our posiﬂon to the Cardinal's visit.

The Synagogue Counecil is the American Secretariat of [JCIC, responsible for
eoordinating IJCIC's efforts in the U.8.,, for keeping the minutes snd records of our
deliberations and sctivities, for sending out notices and mallings, and for arranging our
conference calls and our meetings.

I asked the Synagogue Counecil to set up a meeting for IJCIC. I was told no one wes
aveilahle. I asked that a conference call be arranged and [ was told no one was avallable. [
went through this for more than two weeks. I was being stonewalled. I knew the Synagogue
Councti did not want [GCIC to discuss the matter. Determined to meet with the Cardi.ﬁa.l, the
leedership of the Synagogue Counecil did not want to risk being .disauaded by the WJCIC
consuitation process. They did not want to take the chance that some within the Synagogue
Counail might want to reconsider the Synagogue Council position. They did not want to talk
about a mgidr Jewish issue of concern to the community. They did not want an expression of
opinion by IJCIC. |

There is no rule of law in Jewish organizational life that requires unanimity, We
ere not a monotholle community. We have differences of opinion and we may approach
croblems differently. We do, however, have an obligation to discuss issues and see if we can
arrive at a consensus. That's certainly the purpose of an umbrella group like IJCIC. And if the

group won't come together; the Chairman of such a group has no reason to continue to serve

-5-



expecially when the issue i3 Cardinal Glemp and especially when the Chairman believed that
agreeing to a meeting with the Cardinal before he addressad the issues in Poland would not be
in the best interests of the Jewish community.

I have been privileged to serve the community in many positions, most recently
having completed a four year term as President of B'nal B'rith International and a two year
_term as Chairmen of the Conference of Presidents of j-Major American Jewish Organizations.
It is nice to have the title of Chairman but it has to serive 8 purpose.

On September 18 I resigned as Cheirman of IJCIC. I did so not in anger but in
sorrow. [ did so beecsuge IJCIC failed to meet its éesponslbﬂities. It fziled to meet the
challenge of taking a common stand. Had 1JCIC taker} & common stand it would have served
l.s proper role in representing the Jewish community Ejwith dignity and integrity vis-a-vis the
Church. The principal of Jewish communal unity wzru subordinated to the idea of every

constitutent body in IJCIC would go its own way. Thg Synagogue Counecil and the American
Jewish Committee met with Cardinal Glemp in WMlnétom The B'nai B'rith/Anti-Defamstion
League did not attend, nor did I. The World Jewizsh Cohgresa was not invited; if it had been, it
would not have attended. This division was unfortunate; for the Jewish community and harmful
to the effort to strengthen Catholic-Jewish relation# on the basis of mutual respect and
understanding.

I belleve that unless and until Cardinal Gle&zp repudistes in Poland the anti-semitic
accusations he made in the 1988 homily that the American Jewish leaders should not have met
with him in Washington. I also believed that our American Catholic colleagues and Polish
American Iriends will understand this position.

Cardinai Glemp left Poland for Washington on September 19. At the airport he was

asked whether he would retract some of the statements made In the 1988 homily. He

responded, "One has to reach out to literature and sociological research. And it's also

necessary to take other passages out from my homily, which stressed the important role of the

Jews in the Polish culture and everyday life. Only after taking these into consideration one
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-can ;-ead my homily. Taking sentences out of context doesn't give a full picture. But the
general complaint should be left to the sociologists and historians. I did not invent these, they
are widely spread in our history and sociology. Go ahead and research it."

The meeting of the Cardinal with some American Jewish representatives in
Washington on September 20 was described as s "frank exchange of views." The Cardinal
reportedly said that he recognized the pa!n caused by the statements ne made in the 1989
homily. He also sald that through dialogue he had come to understand how his statements
were viewed as fostering anti-semlitic steriotypes of Jews and Judaism. There were Polish
reporters present at the Cardinal's press confarencé and undoubtedly his remarks will be
reported in the Polish press.

But there will be a preception in Poland that the Cardinal made these statements
under pressura from American Jewish leaders, to Jews who (a8 he put it in his homily) "eoatrol

the media."

What was missing for me throughout was the failure of the Cardinal to address
these issues !n Pcland, to the Polish people. He has met with many Polish American Catholic
groups since his arrival. To my knowledge he has not discussed these matters with any of

them.

It is not enough that the Cardinal can learn our pain caused by his remarks and
zXpress regret over them. He must, in my judgment, share these sentiments with the Polish
people and embrace the historic Vatiean doetrine "Nostrae Aetate" adopted 25 years ago which
repudiated the deicide charge against Jews and which transformed relations between Catholics
and Jews.

I wish the Cardinal well. I hope that when he returns to Poland he will finally

address the issues of concern to us.

Seymour D. Reich Is a senior partner in the New York law firm of Dreyer and Traub and the
{mmediate past President of B'nai B'rith International and the immediate past Chsirman of the

Conferenco of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations.
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COMMISSION Ao

FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH THIL JEWS &
Pontifical Council for promoting Christoan Unirny / SEP
l..- — —
s 4
¢ ‘
Vatican City, September 6, 1991 3

i aﬁ?_.i”, /91/e

Mr. Seymour REICH

Chairman, International Jewish Committee
Synagogue Council of America

327, Lexington Avenue

NEW YORK, NY 10016

Dear Mr..Reich,

With reference to my previous letter, N. J.364/91/e, of July
10th of this year, concerning the Auschwitz Death Camp in Poland, 1 am
able now to send you some further information on the matter that will,
1 believe, be of interest to you.

1. With regard to the beer warehause in the building which belongs to
the Museum, it is true “that the Museum has let to certain
companies for a period of about 25 years space for storage of
their goods in a building near to the Administration office. The
placing of commercial signs outside of the building is not
permitted by reason of the contract. This year one of the
leaseholders placed a sign, but this was soon removed as a
consequence of the intervention of the Museum's director.

2. In June, even after having heard of their Superior General's
decision that they should move to the new convent once it is ready
for occupation, the Carmelite Sisters began some repair works on
the chimneys and walls of the Theater. The maintenance director of
Bilsko Biala has, however, stopped the work and at present no
repairs are being carried out. As to the new convent, all hired
people are at present working on the walls.

3. During the recent summer vacation, the Centre began to function,
even though in a provisional way. Around 2000 young people from g
France and Italy were hosted. About 200 boy scouts from France and
10 young people from Berlin have helped during this period with
the construction. Father Jacek Mola has now been appointed
chaplain., The Director of the Foundation who is responsible for
the whole Centre, including the building of the new convent, is
Father Marek Glownia.

i



1 hope that this information will confirm the seriousness of
the commitment Catholics in Poland have made with regard to the most
appropriate way of preserving the blessed memory of the Jewish victims
at Auschwitz. Cardinal Glemp's forthcoming visit to the USA, next
September 20, will offer another occasion for further substantial
steps on the way towards mutual esteem and reconciliation.

In this respect, however, 1 must say that actions such as the
publication of a book 1like "Hutzpah', expressing such unjust and
bitter sentiments against the Polish people, are a source of deep
concern to us here at the Commission. They can only bring forth
reactions, especially but by no means exclusively, in certain Polish
quarters that could result in our warm relations suffering a
significant set-back. Actions which tend to create tension and promote
reciprocal accusations are the very opposite of what is needed if we
are to promote justice and reconciliation, particularly in Central and
Eastern Europe.

With respectful and cordial good wishes, 1 am

Yours sincerely,

ooy Covit, Cocons.

Edward 1. Cardinal Cassidy
President

cc. Prof. Leon A. Feldman
Dr. Gerhart Riegner
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

VIA FAX #001 39 6 698 5365

October 8, 1991

His Eminence

Edward I, Cardinal Cassidy

Prasldent,

Commissien for Religious Relations
With the Jews

1-00120 Vatican City

Your Eminence:

I saw your letter of September & for the first time on

September 25. I was not able to respond to it untll today..

Apparently you malled your September 6 letter rather than FAXing
it to New York.

I appreciate the informatlon concerning the Auschwitz
death camp. I note your refarence to Cardinal Glemp's
forthcoming visit to the USA "next September 20" as "anothsr

occasion for further substantial steps on the way towards mutual

esteem and reconcillation,”

Cardinal Glemp left the US yesterday. His visit created
quite a stir. I regret some of the events which marred his trip
including my need to make a personal statement and resign my
Chairmanship of IJCIC on September 16.

1JCIC (on July 30) had haped that Cardina! Glemp would
make a conclliatory statement In Poland, in Polish, to the Polish
people, bafore he arrived in the states. We had extensive
conversations with representatives of the National Confarence of
Catholic Bishops in an effort to bring that about.

Regrettably, Cardinal Glemp saw fit to attempt to
address the issues by his letter of August 12 to Archbishop Malds

of Detroit (releasad on August 23).

While 1JCIC (August 23) asccepted Cardinal Glemp's
August 12 lstter as a step towards reconciliation we continued to
hope that the Cardinal would still find the opportunity to make =
statement in Poland before he came to the states. It did not
happen and on the day he left Poland (September 19) he made
anothar atatement which wae decried by all in 1JCIC,

L]



His Eminence Edward [. Cardinal Cassidy

October 8, 1991
Page 2

We were divided. Some believed it sppropriate to mest
with the Cardinal. Others thought it inappropriats.

The Cardlnal was reported to have said at the mestings
~with Jewish leaders that he recognized the pain caused by the
statements he made In his 1989 homily and he has come to
understand how his statements were based on mistaken

information.

Undoubtedly hls remarka in the U.S. will be reported In
the Polish press. But for me, there will be a perception in Poland
that the Cardinal made these statements under pressure from
American Jewish leaders, to Jews, who (as he put it in his homily)
"econtrol the media." And this troubles me.

The Cardinal has met with many Polish American
Catholic groups since his arrival in this country. To my knowledge
he has not discussed these matters with any of them.

Agaln, for me, it ?was important for the Cardinal to
address the issues in Poland, It was also Important for IJCIC to
attempt to reach s consensus. When neither occurred, | resigned as

Chairman af 1JCIC.

1 wish the Cardinal well, I still hope that he flnds the
opportunity to make a statarnent In Poland which would put to rest
his 1989 homily. |

As to the publxcatlunl of Chutzpsh and the defamation suit
commenced by Rabbi Avi Waws against Cardinal Glemp, I regrst
that came about. .

This past August, I laarnad that Rabbi Avi Weiss was
planning a trip from Isrsel to Auschwitz. With the discussions
underway with Cardinal Glemp in anticipation of his trip to the
U.S,, I beliaved hls trip would be harmful. I convinced him of that
and ha did not ga. |

You may recall my personal efforts to have these issues
resolved sometime ago. On December 8, 1989 I wrote to Cardinal
Willebrands and then Polish Prime Minister Mazowiscki (coples
attached) in an effort to resolve the Waias law suit.

When we wsrs tugathar in Rome on February 14, 1990 the
IJCIC representatives openly discussed this matter with you and
others and that evening I called Professor Dershowlitz in Cambridge
to see if he was still amiable to resolving the dispute. He said he
was,



His Eminence Edward L. Cardinal Caaaidy
October 8, 1991
Page 3

After I returned to New York, on February 16, Father
Fumagalli called me and sald that he had discussed the matter with
Bishap Muszynski who he said would speak to Cardinal Glemp.
Father Fumsagalll also said you were using your best efforts to
resolve the issue.

Regrettably, none of us was successful, If we had
succeeded and if the Cardinal had addressed the issues of the
homily in Poland his visit would not have been marrsd and he wauld
have been received with cordiality and friendship by all leaders of
the Jewish community,

I regret that my resignation as Chairman of [JCIC will
preclude me from enjoying the cooperation and warm relaticnship
that 1 belisve we have had. I have enjoyed our association and
leave my position with continued respect for your endeavors on
behalf of Cathalic-Jewish relations.

I will continue to strive for dlalogue and continued
_relations between our communities. Ilook forward to sseing you.

My best wishes.

Sincersly,

SDRijgh
Enclosures

'
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Sept., 19, 1991

Feom: Leon Feldman

Recefved tel call from Msgr Stanislav Musial, Secretary of the Polish
Episcopate's Commission for Dialogue with Judaism, Cracow.

It is a message from Bishop Henryk Muzynski, whose Fax is not operative.
The proposal is for a visit to Poland as follows:

October 30 meeting in Warsaw with Commission (mentioned above) at
the Polish Episcopal Palace (I guess that it is the seat of Card. Glemp).

October 31 visit to Auschwitz

in the p.m. meeting eith Card, Machaeski, in Cracow

Also = this is now a peculiar addendum which needs to be clarified:

Meeting with International Council for Programs at the new Auschwitz Center,

in which Caed., Macharski will also be present; To which Klenicki, Rudin
and Siegman (sic.)) have been invited,

e



INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

~hairman chober 9, 1991
Jr. Leon A. Feldman

Zonsultant TO: ALL MEMBERS OF IJCIC
| REPRESENTING THE CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS

\MERICAN SECRETARIAT FROM: Leon A, Feldman, Consultant

ynagogue Council of America '
27 lexington Avenue REMINDER AND PLEASE NOTE:
‘'ew York, NY 10016

el: (212) 686-8670 ;
o i Ao it THERE WILL BE A VERY IMPORTANT MEETING OF THE LJCIC MEMBERS

'UROPEAN SECRETARIAT ONCFRIDAY,/IOCT," I, 1991 at 9.30 A, M, (PROMPTLY)

torld Jewish Congress . in the offices of the Synagogue Council (entr. 39th St.)

Rue de Varembe
211 Geneve 20, Switzerland
o] (41) 22-734-13-25

XS 22T3ISN5 The agenda will include:

ONSTITUENT AGENCIES \/1 Res:.gnatlon of Seymour D. Reich, Esq., as chairman of 1JCIC
flex\ V S ‘C\-r\.) _\—Ga-v' (‘Rfﬂ'—f‘r‘-\ M l&))?..\.uﬁlf ol i~ E‘-‘* efm NM\“E’ )

Emg:rs.r:v;z;hm(:amm - f;m(l? Succession t(:f\ cha:.;:mnfaip (ratatiop) 4 S cA dvdwnlres _uf; m;;ﬁ:—n
i - J P2l NEC Mk | 4 AN e 2
w York, NY 10022 J¥Vosk In WIC (Vi S g thaws - Brond fsvgeju ol [T
i1 (212) 751-4000 G‘-“*“‘ ‘3, Review of current issues. e
x: (212) 7514018 Broufom ors pleend /1 CC/ g lveons et good wﬂff arfief )
' . 4, Plans for future activi.t:l.es an ionships,
nai Brith/ ne actu—= — - O\C-""-M (77* o = Al /U‘C‘/ho b—ez{.c:
ant Defamadon League (o fia in 3
3 %N;iphu?wow - &amwex, Amerenf Tong tﬂa‘ﬁﬂ""ﬁ” tgaer A bveone e
W YO
I (212) 490-2525 ' PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATIED: (
x: (212) 867-0779

——— (If not attending, please notify Miriam or Linda, -212- 686-8679).
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) /_

Council of Am b fen Sctnia het Rt 12 be Stz
PEmOSsem on Pt ity (“% o bt vodber (Gente b=
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1 Madison Avenue

w York, NY 10022

I (212) 755-5770 5
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. OCTOBER 10, 1991
RECOMMENDATION TO THE SCA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
BY: RA, CCAR, UOJCA, UAHC, RCA and U.S.

'IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE THE
EFFECTIVENESS OF IICICC WE CALL FOR A
CLARIFICATION OF THE LIMITS AND OBLIGATIONS OF
IDCIC AND OF EACH OF 1ICICS CONSTITUENT
ORGANIZATIONS WITH REGARD TO ¢
ACTIVITIES.



MEMO from Gene Fisher

1o RABDL 1A henbaum...

m;ﬁmmﬁon

O For nece-ssafv action
O For your comment

O Please return
O

As per your request



[ start]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



v
]

11/22/91 89

ERGAR M BRONFMAN
Clawrman

D2 Leon A Feldean
Secrotary

SE——

AMERICAN
SECRETARIAT

nagrene Councid of Awmeric
2 I.exm-ﬂ on Avenue
o Yo Y 116

(‘1-} £86-9670

X (212) 0558673

EITROPEAN
SECRETARIAT

L |I|

World Jowish Congreas

L Rue de Vorembe

1214 Genave _39. Swilzeriang
Tel: (41} 22.733.13.258

Fami (40 22-73-32-933

CONSTITUENT
AGENCIES

Amwcrivun Jewlish Comnmilies
65 Fast 36 Stratt

New York, NY 10022

Ted: (212) 7814000

Fux: (211) 751.3013

Waat Beith

Ani: Nulfyination Leagus
%23 U.N, Plaz=

New Yerk NY 10UL7
Tel: (2LD) 450.202%
Foxe (112) %670779

lerazl Jewish Commilice
For irterreligines Relations
DY 1888

Jerusalem 921,014, Lomuct
Tek ($72) 2-25-6527

Fax; (972) 2252896

Synagegue Canncll of Amerlca
327 lexinglon Avenuc

New Yook NY 10016

Tel: {212) FRASRSTD

Faoz (212) 646-8473 )

World Jewisihi Coupress
50t Madisen Avenuc
New Yore NY 10022
fek {212) 735-5770
Fux: (212) 788-5883 E

e L

1327355

NOU 22 91

VT | 3 212 876 B351; K.M. TANENBAUH '\ = Page 1 o T®
15214 SYHRGOGHE SR TIL =78 PG2
FRCH G £383373  P.OL

b. ¥e are naw 45 the sids: of

Thank you for your coopen

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS

22 Hovenher LoC1

AT
‘. .

TUENT AGENGIES

<
<3
"i
48

in m JOA newsidom from Ron

the gresentatlion of & :.:’. .,.mmoran&.x: o Carydinal
Haris ¥e rtini, presiden* of ihe Durepzen Episcozel Confers-
ence, witn the request to have saqe uirﬁ"st&d et the forth-
going Turopesa Syned of 2ishops, in November Z8-Decemder 14,

The vresentation was made vy D:-. G.M: Riegnsr and Tullia Zevd,

me, 21 Yovecher 198 r—".{.,

who signed the dcoument with Jean Kahu,
The sditors respectively, of $he TATHOLIC REWS SERVICE, THS
RELIGIUUS NZ4AS SERVICE, ANC JTA, thiz week infeyvicwed Diger

K, B=spfrsn on directions of 'J"‘I

-3

R U3 1

Py, "I {nd
o 2 L !

e= sn SCOPE
repost eﬂ,y as-:nr- 2ach aonotitvant agency te appoint
regresenistive and one. i;,‘ e.l-er'-.a"e to the Committes
exyect %o
hesr Tro m Fou withcut dolay.

¥e oust meet as soon ag pospidle afzsr the Thanksgiving weekend,
Piea3ge i=v ae xmow your gselection.

greparetions “or the Torthesming
Stearirzz Jomnitisa - which Wil poes uy the noxt Internsticnal
Liaieon Commitee mee%ting ¢f the Vasican Coammiesicn and IJCIC,

in Saltimera, Md. May 4-7, 1992 - in Ganeva, Wednesdsy, Decembder

18, 1351,

It is of great izportange thet zach of the constituent agencies
e veprezanted at ¢he Steering Comxiftes meeting i~ Genzva in
order %o have the widest input “or the progran of the IIC.

ancr 3o thet we wmay
o hear

Flea se i2% e aiow who «111 roppesent your age
halp you with the reservetions etc, Bach zzency <ill heve
its cwz expendiiures. '

Time i3 important as must have
for Genava.

a caucus zeeting here %efore leaving

We have initiatei oconteets with

the newly consecrated Zeumenical
Fatrierch of the Creak~{rthedox

Church in Isiandui,

e will zdvise of further davelopments,

tion and prozzt atteniion,




' N ":'1 18: 14 SYNEGOCGUE,. CaUt
E JEWS Un&a CRTHOLICS ND. FORGET SR

_JEWISH CONTRIBUTIONS TOQ EUROFE
~. By Ruth E. Gruber

ROME, Nov. 2& (JTR) ~= The Eurcpean Jewish Congress politely
‘reminded the Catholiec Churech this weex that in the subheria

' surrounding resurgent religiony on the ruins of Communism in

r Europe, it must not forget to respect Eurcpe’s historic

: religious and ecultural diversity, amorg whith are the

P contributiens of thas Jews.

The EJT was resgonding to2 the church's latest =all for

~@vangelizing "'Chrigtian’?! Europe in the aftermath of Communism's
ccllapze.

, Its approach was respectful, restrained and filled with
69»:1:9 for the church's prociaimed degfcation to religious
freecdom and human rights,

But {t made clear that Joews are troubled sver the
preparatory document for the spzeisdl Agsembiy of the Bynod of
Eurapean Bishops, which apens at the Yatican (m tee woeis.

The synod wat called $¢ assess the state of religien in
——Plarg ==

i Europ® sirce the fxil of the Commurist regimes. The dacument
q_urgaﬁ the new ''Bvangalizaticn'’ of Eurcp® and refsrs freguentiy
tc Eurcpel's "'eomnon Christian heritage.'’

R letter signed by ZJC preaidant Jear Kahrn, and by Gerhert
Riegrer and Tullia Jevi, co-presidents af its Commission for
Interr@ligicus Relations, was presented Tussday By Rieoner and
Zevi to Cardinal Caerl]d Maria Martini, prasident of the Counsii: of
the Eurcpean Epiacepsi conTer@nce o Milan.

Noting that tha church documant calls fer ~'a ganeral
examinaticon into tha historical svenis which have marked tha
iives of the Eurcpeparn peopled, particqinriy inm the vast fone «f
the canter and Fast,'! the lelter gald " "it seeme essentisal fa us
rgither to fgnore nocr ta undesvelue the impoartant Jewisn
contribution te Eurcpean ecivilization.!!

On the other hand, "'i% is indispensidle o make sure that
fthe memory of tHe fote of the Jews of Burcpe ever the canturies
in kopt elive im ordar to better fighk =gairnst ary fore oF

kntulerance." the letter corTinued.
‘This applias particularly to Gizet p*rt of Eurepe whizch was

for cernturias the religious, cultural ano socisl center of
Judaiem and whare all modern movements of Jewish civilization

were bovn. A _
An inveetigation of this type sheuld aiso recognize the

- -Mc. re--

fact that in Eurcpe there axists 2 grect variety of religlous,
cultural and seculdar traditiens which have constitutad tha
richriabs and apecifTic qualisy of Eurapeanm sultura,t* the writers
added.
'This whole Is cogmprinsd in & spacial way of national,
ceultural and religisus minovitias, Al! tradgitions Mowid be
explicitly resopgnized as legitimate &xpressions of :uroppan

\identity.,""
._ In veaffiraing the positism of uii.g:um ‘these efforis
Mgty pbevE-&il, re3pect -and affirm Phe 'q'mzhcime of_veligicus
ard cultural pluraljises which, without doubt, const:tutes the
© fundamental prinztiple of moadsrn Europe. ;
P It neems that im its program of evamgelizstion of
Eurcpe,' which wasd proclaimed as the fundamental scorpe of the
1:BY08, vhe Catholic Church must nive utwost coermsiderstion to this
L Rluralism and recegmize it explicitliy, ' the lstter said.
JTA END- 3
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RUXE, De¢, 17, 1561 -The firel decumers zprreved by the Syned ef Bighep
end issued on Decemver 14 Cenfsine the Jellewing stziemeni en the
€ "specigl relstler wish tas Jewe:

"Iz the cexsiruciiez ef <hs new eurerec:n end werid erder, of greas

imperterce ig <he dislogue zmong tze religiens and {irst ef all with

cenevituent elezenst el the develepnzeri e eureresn eivilizatian".
"ifter the irsgedy of the helacanst yerﬁetrz+ed in sur century,

e the serrew af wixich tne Jhuren iztimstely pariicipeies,new elferte

rusT de zede in view ef a éeeper knevledge of judaiaxm, wnile 211 ferms

¢f enticenisier, which gre dontrery tain te Trne Cespel =zrd %o natural

law, RUst be rejectedqfreetly recemmendad =re 21]1 ithese esubsidies

€y 32 . -3 e,
fuy which, =2cerdirg “e The injenti

& viez ef ice Vaticexn IT ceuncil, can
{rasitive
DeXe graw in & averient war tos/TeE.stiene witz the jewisk rTeedle
———

r & o g = - T et - i =Y - . N mae S - 1 -
crrigtiarity end tThe jewisz pegrles it sullipae te recell that Jeeus

nrrmsslf pileced Toe beginnirngs of kis Church iz the sphere ol the

isyeelisic raligisp, Mindful X the e3irituzl pazirizeny censisting
in the fires plece i@ the Zely Serisurs, wizich lizve it with
judeiez, the Crhuren, ir the presant eurezesxn situetlisn, intends te
sirive tewsri the blosseming ef & new epring in the mutuel relatiens
tetxsen the tvo religiens, Ir Zzes, The cezmen sellzheretien at
BRitirle levels tebween chrigtiszrns ant jews, in the reaspect for the

iversiiy and the specific ceniente ef the restective religisns, can

ve

nl

gecguirs & very grest significance Ter the relizieus and civil future

<l

¢f Turere end fer the vask LT hes Tewsrl thae reést of the werla",

The fptument Turtws nexs 19 lelsm: "Alse the YRleitien with Iclenx
neg & parsicular izperterce fer the christien religiocn and fer eurepean
oulture, net enly en acceurt ol the pasu, but alse iz Ike present and

future perspective, linked with the huge immigratizg stream frem meslenm
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ceuntries and B the clese rel sticns elresdy existing with them,

Despite tne kmewn &ifficuivies, tre diglegue with itze meslems ;g’teday
mere hecesszry then ever, tut it muUst? %e cendueted with prudence, uith
e ciarity of idess ceneerning its vessitilivties 2nd its lizite(...) In
erdier That The mubtusl un‘luéritv we eincere, & reciprecity ef relatiens
ig necessary, yarticularly in ihe realm of religisus Treederm, which is

2 rignt Founded er the very digriiy of the huzen rpersen a2né wnich

Tespite $he ebsence of sxy mentien zm ¢l the velidisy ef ihe
jewiern presence in the Eely Lend or s the irpzet of Chrisgitien teachings
aleng the cenituries ex the eiiivude ef tne Zureresn peaples tewsrd
jews and judeisz, jewisi cizcles here =&re ziving e basigally pesitive

gvelustien 8 the decumert, which raezgpsnde te The zemerendur addressed

¥zxtird en tke eve ef the
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Sexe criticisz newever is being exrressad IIERXIX rere, The

expert en religisus affeire ¢f the sutheritative Turin newspeaper
"Le Stempe", Marce Tesetii, wrisses:"The cde¢ument is very Duch centereé
¢ T 'the sthers' .

anec
£ MTIREL
E;auu“y is seer execlusively it e key elmess ewrwstveiy besed en christi:

ok The cathelic il4entiir z2nd legvas Little

rests. In thie scenerie there is no space feor famx an acknowledgzent of
hist;rical er ¢ultursl xxmEm, =2nciens er recent sina, Whet is lagking,
for iruternce, ies & reference To the rele ef chvistimnity inm the climste
which ied T& the Réldcsust. Fer the Shean ths Chmrch feele 'z deap
serrew’, anﬁ thet i& &li. (...) The btishers ef the Council ef the
Episcapéi Cﬁnferencea in their centributien So the Sined kad wendered
new hisztery weuls heve veen 'if there had teen epresitist te fhe
isalesion und confinszent &2 eultﬁr&l &end religioﬁa minerities = and sne

muss trink of an=iae&1t¢a; and e cenfessiongl hestikities". Tha

neWESpaERer reealls that during the swmsdwxiwe ecumenical celebratien

n€ld during the syﬂo& e Gerzan luthersn hed preneunced & “mes eulpa® =
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~ GLEMP

(Continued from Page One)

the Jewish people, for the injustice
that the Polish chuich and the Polish
Christians inflicted on the Jews
across the centuries.”

At one point in the meeting, O'-
Connor tumed to Glemp and, al-
most in the tones of a lecture, told .
his colleague he had to tecognize
that “there’s a radical difference be-
tween the killing of Jews and the
killing of Poles during the Holo-
caust, -that they were qualitatively -
totally different u;.l‘nﬁ'.j,' said Rabpi .

Jack erora,d e Synagogue .
Council -of America, "Gl%?hp-was"
very, very attentive,” he added.
" Q'Connor also “urged him to do
his best efforts in Poland to press the
Vatican for full diplomatic relations
with. Israel,” Bemporad gaid.

Glenap ‘“had an affismative reac-
tion,” Tanenbaum sald, adding that

1 while bé specifically in

" Yo e |

its outeome. '

But Rabbi Leon Klenicki; direc-
tor of jnperfaith affairs for the Anti-
Defamation League, refused to sign
the joint statement, saying he was
“not satlsfied” with the meeting,

Klenicki said Glemp still had to
“take the step forward and condemn
antisemitism, and also to say that
what _he: said before was horrible.
And he should say it in-a homily in
Paland, in Polish. Otherwise, It's
just a game of téa and sympathy."”

However, he suid he did not re-
fied. Baviag shct. with Glemp, add-
ng, ‘I am still hopetul.™"

——m e wie g

response, he nodded his head in as-. -

sent. “I thiok for him, if it did noth--
ing'else, the meeting was like a cul-
ture shock. He had to unlearn what
“he learned since childhood in Po-
land, and now it's a matter of start-

ing a new process,” saiq
wFor The part, the Jewish

lgadc_n said they were “pleased” -

- ———
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\ \\ NEW YORK POST,

By RANSDEI.I. PIERSON

Bokss John Cardinal O'Connor's trip
"‘to Israel next month will help
““Pope ~John Paul

tw:th the Jewish state, according
4 *to Jewish leaders in New York..

*50'Connor will begin “a ‘whirl-

- wind nine-day trip to the Mid-

in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv.

He will also visit Egypt, Leba-
‘non, Syria and Jordan as head of
the Catholic Near East Welfare
Assocation — a church relief
agency that offers aid to the war-
scarred region.

One of O'Connor's unstated
goals is . “to.act -as a stalking
horse to sound out Israeli offi-
_cxals about the practicality of
moving toward. diplomatic rela-
tions,”.a. Jewlsh leader told" The
Post.

“The cardinal mn't gomg on his
| own, but in coordination with,
zand .with special instructions
r"_trom the Pope,” said the leader,
“who asked to remain anony-
iy mous..

hArchdiocese spol-:esman Joseph
iy wlllmg downplayed the portray-
¢:al, saying: “All I can tell you is-the
’ »purpose of the trip-is for Cardinal
7.0} :Connor to evaluate the work" of
; .»the relief agency.-

i LBut he added, "O‘bviously chplo-
Simatic relations with Israel are

‘an ongoing topic of mterest to
ithe cardinal and the Vatican.”
457In an interview in this week's
f, ‘Catholic New York, O'Connor
-'1sa1d he is willing to meet with

e

.-‘:‘to see me" during his Mideast

_-‘1 rl #

-.Although the Vatican recog-

Zjinizes the sovereignty of Israel, it
5has refused to excha,nge ambas-

I decide i
. Whether to* ‘forge’ diplomatic’ ties

east on Dec. 28, spending Jan. 5-T7

fis'government. officials ‘who want -

CARDINAL O'CONNOR
-Mlideast—bouﬂd.__ .

sadors because of such concerns: .

as the plight of Palestinians and

the question of-access to sacred

sites in Jerusalem,

During a 1987 visit to Israel,
O’Connor jumped the gun and ar-

ranged interviews with Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
and President Chaim Herzog with-
out Vatican approval.

He had to cancel official visits
to their government offices, but
the embarrassed cardinal apolo-

gized to the offended dignitaries -

‘by meeting Herzog at the Israeh
president’s home.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, an in-
ternational expert' on Vatican-
Jewish ‘relations, said he is
guardedly optimistic about-the

POPE. JOHN PAUL I

- Considers-diplomatic link:

L
prospects of a diplomatic link.
During a speech last summer
in Brazil, Tanenbaum explained,
“The Pope said he would wel-
come full relations with Israel

provided outstanding problems-

could be resolved.”

Tanenbaum said O'Connor in-
dicated his own firm support for

diplomatic relations during a
last September .
. Jozef’

meeting here
with Polish Cardinal
Glemp and 12 Jewish leaders.

"“O'Connor turned to Cardinal
- Glemp,” Tanenbaum, said, “and

asked him if he would join him in
an effort to -advance full diplo-

matic relations between the Holy

See and Israel "

N '1—7"'\_ J






