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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
{FEo 4 urg
date 31 January 1972
to Marc Tanenbaum ~ FO-ISR
from M. Bernard Resnikoff |
subject

As promised to you in an earlier memo, | enclose
herewith an updated report on ''Jerusalem and the
Churches'' designed as part of the monograph your
office is preparing on the general subject of
""Jerusalem' '

Because the shots were called as they were seen
and as a matter of good public relations, | am
going to show this to a number of key people for
their reactions. | will report them to you as
swiftly as | get them. Meanwhite, | would welcome
your reactions.

Kind regards.

MBR:nl
cc: Seymour Lachman
Zachariah Shuster

MWINPUSJOLUD LY
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JENUSAL Y. AND 2rZ CHURCHES

{®repared by the Israel Cffice for the
Inter-religious Affairs Uepartment)

There are 31 Chﬁrches in Jerusalem'™’ today, more than
in any other city in the world., %hey are divided into three
major groups: Qrthodox;'Catholie and Protestant. The first
. compriges the Greek Crthodox Church and those subseribing to
the ! onophysite heresy which split SasternJChristianity in
‘the fifth century. $he Catholic Church. has three sub-
divisions: the Roman Catholic, which, using the Latin rite,
is known in the i’iddle East as the Latin Church; the Greek
Catholic, using the Byzantine or Constantinople liturgys and
the Uniate Churches. _l_oth the latter are in full communion
with the Holy See and are subject to its supreme jurisdiction,
but they differ from the Roman Catholie Church in their
organization. :

The table below shows the main Churches in each group and,
in round numbers, their approximate membership in Jerusalenm
‘and (in brackets) in the whole of Israel, 1nc1uding the admini-
stered areas. Like most of the sources on which they are based,
they make rio claim to accuracy, and are intended only to give
some idea of the relative sizes of the communities in Jeruselem
to one another, and of each to its complete dody in the whole
country. 3 T

‘{£ficial reeognition was given by the iandatory Govern-
ment to nine of the communities: the Greek, Armenian and
Syrian Orthodox and the Roman, Greek, naronite, Armenian, Syrian
and Chaldean.Catholic. This recognition was nreserved by the

State of Israel, with the recent addition of the Arab branch of .

- the Anglican Church. The communities continue to maintain
their own religious courts, which have jurisdiction in all

- - matters of personal status, 1nc1uding marrisge and divorce, and

of inheritance.
_ There is no formal order of precedence, but the Creek
, Crthodox Patriarch is, by tradztion, regnrded as the senior
. ‘member of the Church and acts ee its spokesman on all official-
_and ceremonial occasions, -

¥ - The name here refers to the city in ite widest sense, 1%
is hoped that, throushout this chapter, it will be clear
from the context whetner it is used thus, or as mean
.that part of the city formerly under Jordanian occupat on,
i.e. East Jerusaler, including the area within the walls. -

,"M’—
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Greek
4,000 -
{37,500

He)
Eonoppysites o
Armenian

. 2,500
(3.500)

Coptie
500
(1,500)
Syrian .
200
(1,100)

Bthiopian -
50
{100)

- CATHCLIC

Roman(ﬂatin} = Greek
) 300 .
(25,000) .

3,800
(24, 000)

PROTESTANTS

-Angiican
200
(2,300)

‘Etec.,

L]
Ld

Lutherans )
Church of Scotland)300
Baptists % 2,500)
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The Creek Orthodox Church claims %o be the oldest of all

the Churches to be properly astablished in Jerusalem, with a
See dating dack to the early part of the second century, The
firet Patriarch was appointed in the middle of the fourth
century, and it was during his term of office that the Church
‘was proclaimed autocavhalous. 3o greatly did it flourish
during the two centuries of Eyzantine rule, and so well en- -
trenched had 1t become by the time of the Arad conguest in the
-first half of the seventh century, that the victorious Caliph
Cmar granted the Patriarch an edict which recognized him as
owner of all the shrines, churches and monasieries in Jerunalem
and throughout the country. He wac alsd recognized as the
epiritual leader not only of the Greek Orthodox community but
of all Christians living within his See. It is this sahtnamd,
confirmed by decrees of later rulers of Palestine, that forms
‘the basis of the struggle waged over the centuries between the
Crthedox, Latin and Armenian Churches for the preservation or
recovery of what each regards as its own rights and privileges.
' Surviving -- at great cost -- the ravaging conquest of
the Holy Land by the Seljuk Turks.in 1072, the Orthodox Church
was less fortunate when, leéss than 30 years later, the First
Crusade brought Christians from the West to reopen the pilgrims’
route to the Holy iand and to free the Holy Places from Yosiecm
rulé. The Crusaders aceomplished the latter aim in 1099 and
on their capture of Jerusalem -- accompanied by a fearful
slaughter of .oslem and Jewish inhabitants - ousted the Greek
Crthodox from theiy position of Christian eminence. They re-
covered it when the Crusaders were expelled from the Holy City
by Saladin in 1187, and a Greek Orthodox Fatriarch had his
rights in the Holy Flaces restored to him. The Church main-
tained itself with a fair degree of security under more than
two centuries of :‘amluk rule, and with the Cttoman conguest of
1517 had its rights reconfirmed. But the power of the Latin
Church was boletered increasingly by the Catholic powers of
Turope -~ espscially France -- and the CGresk Orthodox had to
struggle vigorously againet tha Latins ss well as against the
Armenians, They finally found their own champion in Russia,
~ whose interest in the loly Land began to make itself felt in

' the 18th century. : -

It wag with Russgian influence that Greek pru-cninonco was
ratified by a Turkish firman, or edict, of 1757, which wrought
the last changes ever to be made in the rights exercised in
the lioly Flaces. It was also under ussian influence that
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nea:iy a hundred years later, in 1843, the Patriarch, for the
first time for centuries, took up residence in Jerusalem.
' The Greek Crthodox Church today owns 90 churches and
monasteries throughout the countrys in Jerusalen alone it
. has 30 religious ectablishments. The Patriarch is assisted in
" his functions, spiritual and administrative, by a Synod of 14
members, ranging in rank from Archbishop to Archimandrite. All
are members of the Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre, the
monastic order which has guarded the Church's holy places,
ninistered to its community and cared for its pilgrims since -
“earliest times,
) The hierarchy 1is almost entirely Greek, since very few
Arabs become monks. ifost of the parish priests are Arabs,
ministering to a community that is estimated to number some
384000 in the whole of Israel -~ including the adninistered -
‘territories. The Jerusalem community of just under %, 000
consists: mainly of Arabs, with a few hundred lay fireek nntionals.
The Qhurch ig e poor one, and support comes from the Greek
government and people, who also pay for the upkeep of the
shrines and help to make possible the educational and charitable
work of the Patriarchate. - '
The present Patriarch, whose writ runs on both sides of
the Jordan, is the 80=year-o0ld Benedictos I. Of Turkish birth,
he was brouéht to Jerusalem as a boy of 14 to receive his-
secular and theological education in the seminary attached to
the Patriarchate, and has spent the major part of his life in
the city. Ke is a.man of distinguished intelleot and wide
‘learning, Hie studies at Athens University included law and
- politiecal seience, and he was for many years, both durtng the
1andata and under Jordanian rule, legal adviser to the Patr;-
archate, to which he himself was elevated in 1957. |

Evidence of a Latin Christian presence in the Holy Land
is provided by the converts and martyrs of Roman tires, and
the 34 3eafs during which St. Jerome lived in Eethlehem and
produced the Vulgate spanned the final yeare of Roman and the
first of Eyzantine :ule.-'But an organized Latin Church owes
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its existence to the Crusaders, who established a Fatriarch
in Jerusalem ag the 1llth century drew te iim close. Their hold
en the city lasted only BS years, but when Riehard Cosur de
Lion, as leader of the Third Crusade, made a treaty with Saladin
in 1192 he was able to obtain permission for a few latin priesis’
to officiate in the Holy Sepulchre and fer plligrims te visit
the lioly Flaces freely. The city itself, however, remsined
under Yoslem rule and the capital of the much redueed Christian
Fingdom of Jerusalem, for the last hundred yvears ef its exiguous
_existence, was Aore.

The kingden fell to tho %amluks from Egypt in 1291, and
for the next five and a half eenturies the Latin Chureh was

represented by the Custedy of the Holy Land, one of the Provinces

of the rfranelscan Order. This international provinee -- for

by its rule the religiows destined for service in the Holy Land
must be drawn from all over the world -- was confided with the
official gumrdianship of the Noly Flaces in the 173th century,
and waw granted sxtensive righta -~ such as living and serving
in the holy Sepulehre == which persist to the present day.

The Cugtoedy, which now has religious houses all over the ‘iddle
East, iz ruled by 2 council elected in Rome and presided over
by & Custos who is traditienzmlly Ihnan Its motivities include
" mwinistration to pllgrime, assistance to the poor, and education -
a field in which it has a high reputation. For historical
reasons, it is still the Custody which runz the Latin parishes
throughout the country.

It was not until 1847, partly as a reaction to mn emerging
Frotestant influence, that a lLatin fatriarchate was reinstalled
in Jerusalen. In its wake canme many more orders of mpkn and
nuns, and hospitals, orphanages, schools and haspices for
pilgrizs were estadlished in zreat number. Activities were
conglderably restristed during the two World Wars -- between
ther politieml suppert ceme from the Vatican with the appoint-
ment, in 1929, of .an Apostolic Delegate -- mand there was con-
siderable change in the shape of the dioecese when the events
of 1948 caused a redistridution of the community.

The Patriarch exercises authority over his native community
through a biaghop in Israel, with his seat in Nazareth, who has
responsibility for Jerusalem, and a bishop in Amman, whome
jurisdietion extends over the whole of the administered areas.
THe Patriarch, ‘onsignor Leltritti, who was born in Italy in
1910, has, like his Greek Orthodox counterpart, spent all but
his boyhood almost entirely in the Holy Land. He came to
study at the age of 16, was ordained’ hers, and has spent Ahis
1ife in the service of the diocese and its institutions. A
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man of great simplicity and dedication, he has a wide knowledge
of languages which enables him to communicate directly with
visiting personalities, both ecclesiastical and lay, from all
parts of the world. In 1965, after having been Chancellor for
many years, he was appoéinted coadjutor to the then Patriarch
with automatic succession to his office. He wae called on to
assume the title in 1970.

The position of the Latin Church ie complieated by the
presénce of an Apostolic Delegate. Since the Holy See has no
diplomatic relations with Israel or Jordan, the cultivated and
highly sophisticated lionsignor Pio Laghl is not formally or
féchnically accredited, but he is in fact on extremely cordial
terms with both Jerusalem and Amman, As far as Israel is con=-
cerned, he exercises diplomatic functions -- however informally
-- which extend to matters concerning the local community.

Hig direct access to the head of the goverriment and other
ministers gives him a status which cannot but be regarded
with jealousy by the other Churches. Despite the progress .
that has been made, ever since the Pope's historic visit to
Jeruéélem in 1964, towards ending the 900-year-old schism be-
tween the Catholic and orthodox Churches, members of the Creek
Orthodox hierarchy take little pains to eonceal their inherited
emotions about the Latins,

" Zraces of Armenian convents dating back to the fifth
century have been found on the ilount of Clives, and Armenians
were agserting rights in the lioly Places in the seventh century.
They had a bichop in Jerusalem from then until the end of the
Crusader xingdom, and while there are differences of opinion
about the officia)l establishment of the Patriarchate, there
was certainly a Patriarch by the early 1lth century. In the o
Ottoman periocd he was recognized as head of all the Sonophysite
Churches. | ‘

There has been an Armenian cormunity in'Jerusaiem, 1iving
in its own guarter of the 0ld City, since the 13th century,
and this has always preserved its-ethnic identity, with no
proaelytisation and no intermerriage. The Church is therefore
unique in being the only "national™ church in the Holy Land.
The community, which was greatly enlarged by the influx of

refugees from the Turkish maesacres in Armenia in Vorld War I,
is a community in the fullest sense. It finds its education,
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its culture, and to 2 great extent its social life, within

its own confines, and the Patriarch who guides their rellglous
life is a very resl father of his peoprle. - :

. That Patriarch at gresent{is) His Beatitude Yegishe Derderian.
_who was born in Eastern Anatolis in 1910 and fled with his .
family from the massacres., He arrived in Jerusalem as an orphan
in 1922, and has lived here almost continuously ever since. ‘ He
received his education for the priesthood in the seminary which
has btecome the most important training ground for olergy in the
Armenianlniaspora -- 8 word which provides a clue to his and

his people's understanding of Israel. He is, howsver, staunchly
neutral in the Arab-Israel conflict, aoeepting that, having no
foreign backing, the Armenians must give their allegiance to

the power exerclsing sovereignty at any particular tine (es one
of his clergy puts it succinctlys "If the Chinese came, we
would accept them”). A man of culture_éf'he is a poet who is
regarded as an lmportant contémporary'fiéufa in Afmenign litera=
ture -- he not surprisingly welcomes the encouragement given

to his community by Israel is this field after the somewhat

arid years under Jordan'e rule. '

Derderian became Patriarch in 1960, after an intrarcommunal
struggle lasting 11 years, and since his elevation has-travelled
widely, making repeated visits to Echmiadzin, the home of the ;
mother church in Saviet Armenia, and to the dispersed communi-
ties in Europe, North and South Amééica and South-East Asia. -

Cf the other Fonophyeite Crthodox Churches represented
in Jerusalem the most important, in relation to the question of
rights in the Holy Places, is the Coptic, This Egyptian Church, -

‘'which was proselytising in Palestine in Roman times, has had |
its own bishop since the early 13th century. The Copts have:
for many centuries had possession of a small chapel in the .

- Holy Sepulchre as well as rights such as the hanging of 1amps .
and a part in proceasions. censing and other ceremonies. %his
very small comnunity of Lgyptian nationals -- its 500 members
in Jerusalen form about one third of the total in the whole of
Israel -- ig headed by Archbishop Basilios, who is asaisted by

25 priests and deacons. . They maintain two schools and an

orphanage, but ¢an hardly te sald to play a signifioant part

in the llfe of the country.
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Like the Coptic Church, the small Syrian Orthodox and the
still smaller Ethiopian Churches are both ceremonially subor=
dinate to the Armenian., The Syrian may be one of the oldest of
all the Churches in Jerusalem, its liturgy still veing Syriac,
which closely remembles the Aramaic of the Second Temple. The
Ethiopians are mainly monke, with a few 1&3 members who also
lead a devoutly religious life,

' Eefore leaving the Orthodox communities, mention should
" be made of the Russian Church, which is allied to the Greek _
‘and not the “onophysite Churches. - Centered in the great Russian
Compound in Jerusalem, the century-old complex which includes a
cathedral and & hespital and buildings which now house Israel's
5-Supreme Court, the Crthodox Palestine Soclety was active until
the Revolution, after which the personnel of the churches,
monasteries and hospltals gradually dwindled. - Tha fandatory
government appointed an administrator of the properties, whose. -
.ownership ls now in dispute between the Ecclesiastical iilssion
~ of the loscow Patriarchate and the Church Cutside Russia, which.
_has its headquarters in llew York. There is still a'tlny.‘ageing
Russian community, but the duties of the gcclesiastiés ane
mainly administrative., The Soviet priests posted to Jerusalem
are known to be sent officially by Noscow, but they are nnt
regarded as exerciain“ any political influence.

The second largest Church in the country is the Greek-
Catholic, which stems from a separatist movement in the Greek
Orthodox Church in Syria and the Lebanon early in the 18th -
century. Its greatest stirength in Palestine, however, was from
'~ the beginning in Gallilee and the north, and the Jerusalen
comnunity has alwaye been a small one. It now numbers only
300, The only sanctuary it owns in Jerusslem is the Sixth _
Station of the Cross, and it has no rights in the Holy Sepulchre
‘or any other Holy Place. ' ' 9

Like the other Uniate Churches, the Greek Catholics _
practise the Byzantine and not the Latin rite, but they have
no doctrinal differences from Rome and aoknowledga the suprumaoy'
of the Holy See. '

The leader of the Jerusalem community 13 a Pstrlarchnl
Vicar, Archbishop Capucci, who is under the authority of the . -
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Archbishop of Acre, Kazareth and Galilee, the head of the |
Church in Israel. This office is held by irchbishop Raya,

who succeeded to it in 1967 and who, like his predacesaor,

has identified himself closely with Israeli life. He has

- visited the Unifed States on a lecture tour arranged by the
Histadrut, the Israel Labour Federation. '

The Pioteatanx_presence in the country dates only to the
missionary enterprises begun in the thirties of the 19th
century, Its first community, organized in 1841, wag a joint
Anglican-Lutheran venture, conceived by King Frederick William .
IV of Prussia. A Church of the two denominations was esteb--
lished under the leadership of'an Anglican Bishop in Jerusalen
(care was taken not to offend the susceptibilities of other .
Churches by using the term 'of Jerusalem'), nominated alter-
nately by the iing of Prussia and the Queen of England The
early woric of conversion, either direct or as a by—product of
education, soon led to the establishment of an Arab commnn;ty ‘
inown ae the Zvangelical Ipiscopal Church, . '

The partnership came to an end in 1886 and the ‘Anglican
Church continued its mission independently, its- impreSBLVe :
_-cathedral church, St. Georga s, being consecratéd in 1898. The
Church's most flourishing period was during the Kandate,
elthough ne special privileges were granted to it -- or to'anj
other Protestant Church -~ and the only official recognition
- was that given to the Arad branch in Transjordan in 1946,
Similar recognition was granted to the Arab branch by Israel
- in 1970. ihe Anglicans had five schools in Jerusalem alone,
catering either. for the children of the Administration or for
. the Arabds. lunters fell conspicuously with the end of the .
andate, but 5t, Ceorge's School now has its greatest enrcllment
ever -- nearly 700, which is more than three times the total
Christian population of Jerusalems 70 per cent of the pupila
are ..oslem.

The bxahopric was ralsed to an archbishoprzc in 1957 and :

. when Archbishop George Appleton was appointed to the See in

1969 he became head of five dioceses which comprise -- in
addition to Israel with Cyprus and the Aradb Trucial States --
Lebanon and Syria, Sudan and Jordan, Egypt and Libya and North
Africe, and Iran. A man of peace, he makes no secret of the'
fact that he regards it as part of his mission to try to
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reconcile Israel and the Arabs, He ia'reapecicd and listened
" to by both sides, even if the Arabs regard him as too pro-
Israel and the Israells as too pro-Arab, The composition of
his huze diocese, which he visits constantly, gives him a
double influence; over the indigenous communities, and over
the British and American personnel of the many oil companies
in the area he serves.

: ~ The nissionary, charitable and educational work of the

German Protestanta continued through and beyond their affilia-
tion with the Anglicans, and was.resumed after the break that
. occurred with the capture of Palestine by the British in

World War I. The'lqngffelt need for an Arab Evangelical con=-
gregation in Jerusalem was fulfilled in 1929, but German work -
again came to e standstill in 1939 -- this time permenently.
After Vorld “er II, the affairs of the Church were entrusted
4o U,8. Lutherans, but there wes time to do little before the
end of +he Imndate. Afier the divieion of Palestine, an Arab
Evangelicel community deveioped in the Arad areas, with one of
its four congregetiong in Jerusalem. The Church prospered and
in 1950 was granted officiallrecognitzon by the Jordanian
government. embership over the whole country is now in the
region of 1,500, mostly Arabs; but there is a emall German
Lutheran congregation in Jerusalem, which is the seat of the
head of.the Church, the Probst or Provoest.

The other Protestant Churches in Jerusalem, whose total

" membershipn is but a few hundred, include the Church of Scotland,

the Southern Daptist Convention, some Pentecostal groups, the
Seventh Day Adventists and the Church of Christ,

The only Holy Place owned by the Protestant Churches is _
the Garden Tomb, identified by the Vietorian soldiar—admiﬁistrator,
General Gordon, and therefore known as CGordon's Calvary.

. Nolformaljdefinition of what constitutes a Holy Place
. appears to exist, but for the purposes of this study it is
 taken to be undigputed that any place which is regarded as

holy by a particular faith is 50 recogniaed in national and
international practice.



The difficulty of ziving an aceurate and eoaprevhensive
piaturs of the holy Flaces in Jerusalem ean be gauged from
the faet that a liet published by the United Nations in 1949
specifies 30 < admittedly "Anclent and Fodern Symagegues”
appear only gensrically under one numeral and “Esgiliea of
the Holy Sepulehre (imelusive of I to IX Stations of the
Croes)" under another -- while the present msster plan for
the (1d City designates exactly ten times that nusbder with-
_in the walle alone. :

When one speaks of 'un prablem of the Christian Hely
‘Flaces, howsver, it is not of every chureh, chapel or ether
relizious bdullding that one fie thinking but of the churches,
monasteries and shrines which have Desn srested on sitas
cormected with the 1ifs, Passion and Resurrestion of Jesus
and which have, over the centuries, been the megnet drawing
pllgrims teo Joruszlem from the fouwr comers of the world.

Kany ef thess -~ indsed ths majority -- were built or
acquired by spesifiec denominations or monastic orders, and
ownership or eontrel of thes is undisputed. But there are
sore in which more than one Churgh shares owmership and other
rights which have been matter for disputs time out of mind -~
disputes which have led to struggles, often physical, in
which the interest of foreign powers has been engaged. An
unseemly squabble over the star marking ths very birthplase
of Chrigt in the Gretto of the Chureh of the Kativity at
fethlehem was a proximate causs of the Crimsan var,

Chief among these sangtuaries in Jerusalem !¢ the Church
of the hely Seyulchre, vhere majer rights are ewned by the
Greex Orthodox, latin and Armenizns and miner ones By the
~ Copts, Ethieplans and Syrians,

‘Awputes over their rights and privileges wers & major
prececupation of the Churches for hundreds of years, amd by
the niddle of the 19th century tha interference in thematter
by forcign powers was so great that the Turkish Govermment
Mllﬂl o put an end te the trouble eonce and for all by de-
fining the respeetive righta of the communitlies. This it did
by means of = Lirmgn of 1852 which, proclaining shs intention
"$6 serve constantly and ferever ae the perzmansnt rule,” con-
~ firred the prerogatives that had been specified a hundred
years earlier, in the firpap of 1757, and thus erystallised
the pomition into what was te become known ~- the term was
first used In tha Treaty of Berlin in 1878 -~ as the gtatys

2. -
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The gtatus guo 4id not merely define the ownership and
use of .space in different parts of churches and shrines
(certain chapelg in the Holy Sepulchre, for instance, were _
indisputably owned by particular denominationsg). It allocated
the times at which the different communities might conduct
~ their services; it laid down who was to be responsible for pre-
cise repeirs and replacements; it designated the permitted
-~ number and position of lamps, candelabra, icons andﬂ@g@@zgﬁi}gr'
each community; and it even went into such mundane detail as
the sweepirng and washing of floors and gteps, the numbers to be
employed .in these tasks and the implements they must use.

The status quo may have delimited the problem of the Holy
Placessr it 4id not solve 1ti and after World War I it became
a major issue at the Peace Conference. Wo settlement could be
reached there or, because of the strong Roman Catholic opposi-
tion, at the League of Kations when the matter came before its
Counell in 1922, Britain accordingly took upon herself, with
the Landate, full responsibility for carrying out the provisions
which guaranteed respect for the various religious interests in
Palestine and bound her to sustain existing rights and ensure
free access to the Foly Places and other religious builldings
and sites. This meant, in effect, the maintenance of the
status gquo. By an Order in Council of 1924, all power over the
Foly Places was vested in the High Commissioner, who had the
final decision in any dispute without recourse to the courts.

It is perhaps permissible to wonder here what obscure part
Christendon's ancestral memory of the conflict over the Holy
Places between the Churches themselves and the powers champion-
ing them has played, through all the argument of the past 35
years about a special status for Jerusalem (it was the Peel
Commission Report of 1937, recommending partition, which first =
suggested the necessity for one), in the insistence that the
" Holy City needs to be protected against any individual national
or religious sovereignty.

Once partition -~ of Palestine as & whole and Jerusalem
in particular -=- beéame a bloodily-achieved fact, the status
quo was maintained by Jordan, as was freedon of amccess and
worship -- except for Israell Christians, limited numbers of
~ whom were granted severely circumscribed permission to cross

the border to visit the Holy Sepulchre at Easter and the Church

of the Nativity at Christras.
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_ Israel's position with regard to the status guo has already
been put to legal test. Rights over a rassageway and two
‘chapels in the Foly Sepulchre precincts have long been. disputed
by the Copts and the Ethiopians. Control depends on who holds
the keys to the passageway, W%hile the Copts, the holders of

_the keys, were ‘at their midnight prayers in the Sepulchre during
_the Easter celebrations in 1970, the Ethiopians managed to change
the padlocks. This led to a petition by the Coptic Archbishop

to the Supréme Court, which decided that its only right was to
prevent anyone taking the law into his own hands and depriting
another of property in his possession by force, and that the
disputed claims between the itwo Churches were the exclusive
province of the government. The Go#ernment accordingly appointed
a commission to take evidence and make recommendations, So far
there has been no decision, nor any response to an appeal by

the Ninister of Justice to the parties to f£find an amicable
solution, The finister has set aside the suggestion by two of
the Supreme Court judges that the 1924 Crder in Council is no
longer in force, holding that this was not a British innovation
Cbut a continuation of a situation prevailing from time immemorial.

. Yhen the Israel Defence Forces entered the Cld City on
7th June, 1967, the Iinister of Defence, ioshe Dayan, said in
his proclamation: "Ke have come to Jerusalem not to possess
ourselves of the loly Places of others or to interfere with the
members of other faiths, but to aafeguard the city's integrity
and to live in it with others in unity."

' On the same day the Prime Ministery Levi Bshkol, gathered
the leaders of all the religious communities together to tell

" them of the happenings in Jerusalem. He informed them that

instructions had already been ziven by the i‘inister of Religious

Affairs for arrangements for the sacred places of each religion

to be determined by a council of its own ecclesiastics.

o  Three weeks later, on 27th June, he called the religious

- leaders together again to tell them that "the Holy Flaces in
Jerusalem are now open to all who wish to worship at them -

‘members of all faiths, without disorimination.” iie said that
the Government of Israel had made it a cardinal principle of
its policy "o preserve the koly Places, to ensure their
religious and universal character and to guarantee free access,”

. and sryressed the hope that the religious representatives.



themselves would feei free to put forward their own proposalq
in the consultations that were to take place in the future,.

Cn the same day, the Knesset passed the Protection of Holy
Places Law, which provided for seven years' imprisonment for
desecration or vioclation of any loly Place and five years for
impairing freedonm of access "or doing anything likely to hurt
the feelings of anyone to whom the place is sacred,®

On 11lth July, the Vatican Under Secretary of State, Iligr.
Angelo Felici, had a meeting with :r. Eshkol. A joint state- °
ment reported that they had discussed "a number of possible
formulae that might be taken into consideration for the purposes
of an acceptable solution of_the important issues connected with
the foly Flaces." ' :

~ Teanwhile, practising Christians in Israel had had evidence
. of what the reunification of Jerusalem meant in the services

._"1n the Holy Sepulchre that they were able %o attend freely, for

the first time in 19 years, along wltp their uncles and cousins
and friends from East Jerusalem and the West Bank.

. Speaking on behalf of all the Church dignitaries at the
Prime Finister®’s meeting on 27th June, the Greek Orthodox
Patriarch had paid a graceful tribute to the Igrael Army, all

" - of whoge men "have shown us kindnese and = w1111ngness to serve.

us, Everybody,” mdded ‘His Beatitude, "hac displayed respect
for the Holy Places and churches.” The Goverrnment was to re-
ceive many expressions of gratitude along similar lines during
_the next few months, but it could not deny that considerable
" damage had been caused to churches and other ecclesiastical -
property during the Six Day War, and one of its early steps
was to make compensation, .

In Fovember 1967 a special Cabinet Gommittee wae set up
under the hinister of Justice to examine claims made by the
‘Churches..  These were invited .in respect of damage caused not
only in the 1967 operations but also during the war of Independence
in 1948, and without regard to the military forces by'whom the
damage wae caused. '

Following an exanination of the claims, 13 agreements were
reached with Churches and other ecclesiastical ingtitufions -
the majority of them in 1968 -- in respect of nearly 40 properties
in Bast and West Jerusaler., They included churches, monasteries
and convents, hospitals, schools and cemeteries in the c1d City.
“on “ount Zion and on the flount of Olives. The total amount paid
by the Governnment ic date is estimated to be in “he fegienlef
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1L 6.5 million.

ijot all payments have related to damage to religious
ingtitutions: the principle has been that the . property cone
cerned must belong to a Church of other ecclesiastical body.
The Greel Crthodox Patriarchate, for exmmple, received money
for the repair of some house and shop property it owned in
former no-man's-land, while the Latin Patriarchate was com-
pensated for damage to a hotel it owned within the Old City
walls. ;

It is of intareat that the French: Govarnment, owners of
the church most badly damaged during the Six Day War, refused,
presumably in order not to give even de facto recognition to
Israel's sovereignty over the Old City, to accept compensation
for the church itself, although they did allow Israel to pay
for damaze to the adjacent seminary.

Certain subsidiary agreements were reached in the wake
of the main negotiations. (hus the Assumptionist Order came -
to an agreement with the ‘unicipality whereby part of the
garden of the Church and lonastery of St. Fierre en Gallicante
on ount Zion was made available for a road in exchange for
the duilding of a wall to safeguard the monastery's privacy.
And both the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate and the Custody of
'~ the Holy Land placed stretches of land at the disposal of the
- Government for incorporation in the park being planted by the
iunicipality around the periphery of the C1d City wall.

The division of the country in 1948 and the conseguent
shifts of population created demands for increased Church
activity on the West Bank and in and around Jerusalem, and
there was a considerable amount of new building of ehurches,
schools end charitable institutions between the War of Inde-
pendence and the Six Day ¥ar.

o Some of the Jordanian 1enislation during these years,
however, seered t¢ the Churches to be designed to limit their
influence, in that it affected their rights to own and acquire
property, In the 19509.|religious and charitable institutions
were forbidden to purchase real estate 1nfthe'vicinity of Holy
Places, and a law of 1965 prohibited religious bodies from
buying, inheriting or leasing property within the Cld City.

Once Jerusalem was reunified, the Churches regained the
same rishte to acquire property and build on it as any other
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institution or individuel in Israel. On the whole they are
inelined not to (sell: their land «- of which they own an appreci-
able amount -~ but to rent it on 49 or 99 year leases, on the
expiry of which they repossess both the land and any buildings
that have been erected on it, :

‘ 'Quite apart from the repair of war damage, there has
already been considerable rebuilding and new building in Jerusal
since reunification. The latter ihclﬁdqsva Zenedictine seminary,
completion of a Greek Crthodox Churoh begun many years ago but
left untouched during the Jordanian occupation, and an Armenian
theological eeminary which will double the number of priests

_ being trained in Jerusalem for service in the Western world.

' he most exciting new buildings, both in its design and in
its purpose, is the Ecumenical Institute for Advanced Theologi-

cal Studies that is nannqa:lng-campletioh on a hill between

Jerusalem and Bethlehem. The idea of this institute was put

forward by the Pope during his visit in 1964, but it-wae not

until after the Six Day Viar, and with the direct encouragement
of the lLiunicipality, that building was started. <The project is
designed to bring tozether distinguished theologians’ of all
denonminations for research into the history of the schisms that

- have divided Christianity over the centuries.

: The greatast work of repair and reconstruction is that’
being carried out in the Holy Sepulchre. This maseive task was
held up for decades because of disputes between the three main
Churches concerned. It was not until 1958 that agreement wase
reached, and it took another five years until the operation was

‘started, An international team of architects appointed by the
Churches is carrying out the work, which will be paid for mainlty
by the Graek Orthodox -- who hold the largest share in the
basilica -- the money coming from the Greek Government.

. Following the practice of earlier administrations, the

Israel Covernment is allowing the material required from abroad

- for this purpose -- &s for all other ecclesiaetlcal building

and repair work -- to be inported free of duty.

~ In 211 the building, repairing and maintenance of ecclesi-
astical property the icunicipality plays an important part, and
it gives technical and financial assisﬁance in many directlons,
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Immediately after the Six Day Var, and before the Government's
plans for compensation were worked out, the liunicipality used
‘its own funds for immediate repairs required, for instance, by
the Abbey of the Dormition, St. George's Close and School, and
a hospice belonging to the Order of St. Vincent de Paul.

_ The lunicipality makes ltself responsible for the every-
day services reguired by the Churches, and all their monasteries,
hostels, schools and other institutions, and every effort is
made to deal with needs and problems with a ninimum of formality
and a maximum of speed. The Patriarchates themselvee are
exempted from c¢ity taxes, as are pilgrim hostels,. while certain
" churches, schools and charitable institutions pay at a reduced
rate. s _
There is no doubt that the good relations existing between
the Churches and Paunicipality owe much to the personality of
liayor Teddy “ollex, whose goodwill is admitted on all sides,
and who has on many occasions made himself responsible for
gestures of help to Churches which he has had subsequently to
justify to his councillors. ile has instituted a practice
whéreby-each ecclesiastical institution is invited, twice a
.year, to send in a list of its problems. Two months later, a
public meeting is held at which the results of investigations
into the problems are supplied, The unicipality itself takes
up with government departments any questions which may concern,

- for example, the ﬂinistry of Interior or Police or Transport.

| The tendency of all the Churches to regard the local
authority as their address for everything can be an embarrass-
ment, for they sometimes try to use it to bypass the central
administration. The lunicipality sees in this, however, a
mature acceptance of the situation that came into existence in
‘1967, It also admits that, since the relationship between
itgelf and the Chu:ches is an entirely non-political one and a
necesgity for day~to-day existence, the ecclesiastical authori-
ties are prov;ding themselves with a useful defence agatnst any
charge of "collaboration" with Israel should the situation ever
ba reversed.

1 relations with the Governmant are in gendral of a more
ceremonious nature than those with the iunicipality, they are
nevertheless cordial, and steps are taken to accord the leaders
of the Churches the privileges they would have if ‘the diplomatic
statue they enjoy de facto were to be put on a more formal baeis.
rThus. while they cannot by law be exempted from custons duty _
on thelr imported care, that duty is paid for them by the . inistry
 of Religious Affairs.
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Following the reumifieation of Jerwsalsm, the Church was
freed from the lordanian education law which makes it mande-
tory for 2ll schoole t0 eonform %o the offieial currieulus and
to $Sesach certaln sudjects, and exanine in thew, in Arabdie,

They found themselves once agein at liverty to choose their oxn
eurriculun and thair own languages. The educatlen provided by
the Christian parechial seheols, whish generally has bsen of a

. higher and zore sephistisated stendard than that of »oslem
schoole, and whieh has a western linguiztic and sultural orienta~
tion, 1s adnitted by the Churches themselves to de an instrument
~with a doudle) edge, for it opsms up wider horisens for the
smbitions younz whe are uneertain of what the futwre helds for
thert in Israsl, and fits them fer a 1ife beyond the econfimnes of
the ©1d44le Eagt. In particular, it shables the mest valumble
human raterial ef all ~- the youngwters who have the intellectmal
capeuity ¢o be the lsaders of their peeovie to gs to wmiversities
in 2l)l parts of the wewtern world for their higher education.

And to scho the quastion of one eleric: onee they go, hew many
of them oome back? This s ene of the facters behind the
discuseions going en among the Churches -« with full Gevermasnt
support —— abeut the estadlishment of an Arab university in the
Jerusalem neishbderheod.

The held of Jerusalem on {ts Chriztian pepulation is a
=atter of great concern to all the Churches. The Foly City has
ne spiriteal pull sun Christian Arabds a3 2 place in whish they
rugt 1ive and dis, except In the came of the few with »
religious voeation, Gut the sentinued sxistence and develop-
nent of & Christian community iz of intense importance to all
the Churches, beth as & general moposition and as it affects
the saintenance of thelr churches mnd thelr seclesiastical and
non-scelesiastical ingtitutions,

*hile spolesmen adunit that there is somplete religious
Treedom, and 40 not utter the word “discoriminmation,” they peint
cut that the Christisn Aradb finds 1t emotiosally and paychalogi-
cally diffisult to aceept the ides of living &n a Jewish eity
under Jewish severeignty. In Israel, Ns has had over twe
decades to adapt to this situation; in Past Jerusalea snd ather
areas which were under Jerdan occupation it is teo sarly for the
ad justment 0 have deen aade. It must D¢ remenmbared that the
churgheen dissussing ihis matter are themselves faced with the
rhenomerwn of bdeling a wminority under Jewlish rule, anywhere in
the world for the Zirst time in nletory, WYhile west of them



- would probably say, as do the Greek Orthodox, that the message
from their pulpits is an entirely religlous one, their own
feelings cannot but influance the mémberalof their congrega=-
tions, either in direct contact or through the schools and
‘comnunal youth and cultural movements,

The remarkable enterprise of the Roman Catholic nuns, the
Sisters of Sion, who have set up an ulpan in which Arabs and
Jews can study Hebrew and Arabic. together remains unigue in .
both senses of the word. : ; - &

"At the material lovel. "the Church spokesmen stress the
changed aituation in which the Chriatian Arabs have found them-
selves since 1967 as far as earning their livelihood is con- '
cerned. In general more urbanised than the ioslems, and by
reason of their  education, the Christians have traditionally
gone into the white collar and other occupations above the'__ .
-unskilled labour level. They have been shopkeepers and trades-
men, importers and exporters, craftsmen and artiSans, cler&s
and gecretaries. They were prominent as owners, managers or

. employees in the hotel bns:neas.and in travel agéencles and

other branches of the tourist industry, Before 1967, one ls
told, they were able to compete with their loslem brothers; . _
‘now that they have Israeli competition to face. they feel thene
selves at a disadvantage. _ -

%ot to put too fine a point on it. if the Churches do not
impute any lack of good intention to the Government, they make
it quite clear that Christian Arabs do not feel themselves
completely fulfilled in the Jerusalem of today and that many
of them are still looking abroad for their future.

~ Christiaen emigration 1s one about which Israel feels ex-
tremely sensitive, for if the Churches are naturally anxious
"~ to fortify their position with a secure and contented lay
community, the Israel authorities are equally anxious to show
- that it is perfectiy'possihle to achieve this under Iarael’s
sovereignty -- if it has not indeed already been achieved.,

On one‘fact there is no disagreement: Christians have

been leaving nat only. Jerusalem, but the whole of Palestine,
as well as Syria and the Lebanon, for more than a cantury.
lured by the material opportunities that awalt them in western
countries, In Europe and, to an even greater extent, in horth
and South America, they have been able to establish themsalfes

. comfortably and with coﬂsiderable success amnng Ghris*ian

cormuni ties of their own confasalons.
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" As far as Jerusalem is concerned, the charge has been.
‘widely laid that Christians are now leaving the city not in
'normal numbers or on treditional grounds, but in a great
flow and as a direct result of Israel's remuflcati.on of the -
city. >

Accurate figures to prove either this, or Israel's cone

tention. as stated hy Yr. Eban in the hnesset in June 1971,
that “the graat emxgration of Christians under' the Jordanian X
occupation has cone to a halt since 196?. are 1mpoaaiblo to
obtain. That there was a great drop in the Chra.st.lan popula- ‘
_ tion between 19'#8 and 1967 is u.nden.‘..able, and there is some
evidence that it may have been even graater than the figure

~of 15,000 given by the Foraign Zinister, But there will never

be any telling how - ma.ny of this nunmber left. exodus fashion.

in 1948 and 196?. at timea of war and fearful apprehension -
‘whieh’ seems to be the fairly ‘whanimous belief of local
churchmen -- and how many went: gradually during the 1ntervening

' years, when the Jordanian part of Jeruaalem was takL’ng on an

" increasingly Foslem ch&ractor. .

{Whatever the true taots'may be, churchmen themselves do
not speak of any apécially remarkable flow of emigration
during these 19 vears, any more than they speak of a stoppage
of the flow- since 1967, The general opinion would 'appear to
be that emigration is still going on as it has always done, :
end that it must now be attributed at least in part to Israel'
oresence. : '

_ - An exception to the general opinion is that of a leading
 Anglican cleric, who believes that the Christian population of
Jerusalem has grown by as much as one thousand since the Six
Day Var, Zut even if this could be substantiated, the fact
repains that the Christian proportion of the city's population
has decfeaéed dramatically'in the past 40 years. Whereas
Christ:.ana formed over 21 per cent of tho totel population of
Jerusalem in 1931, they were.no more than 4 per cent by 1971.
And fron being roughly equal to the i‘oslem population in 1931. ‘
they had dropped to 1383 than 20 per cent by 1971. )
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Church leaders emphasize that one of the needs of the
Christian Arab in Jerusalem is to feel that he has his right-
ful share  in the 'lifecand affairs of the c¢ity which is his
home, Widening the oprortunities for him to fulfill this need
is an integral part of the ideas that are currently,baing'can—
Yased about the possibility of dividing the @5 Wunicipality
into a number of separate borough councils for the various . '
areas of the city, Jewish and Arah, the 01d Gity having its
own council,

Thile this may commend iteelf to the Churches generally as .
a contribution to.a civic solution of Jerusalem's problems, a
scheme on these lines is being advocated openly from what might
be oélled-thé politico-religious aspect by the only Church head
who gives public utterance to more than veguely generalised _
views on the future of Jerusalem, {Patriarch Derderian expresses
the wish that it may become "a religious centre of all religions,.
of pilgrimage and of education, of peaceful dialogue between
different fazths...the unique place of understanding and harmony."}
Archbishop Appleton, who admits that he adopted the idea from i
an American Benedictine monk, sees the division of the city into
boroughs as an slternative to internationalisation which evades
the troublous question of sovereignty. "Discussion on these
lines,” he said in a recent television interview,” might fing
the right pattern for Jerusalem, but it must wait upon a general_"
settlement on gecure bqundariaa. withdrawal, refugees and i
waterways." e declared in terms that since there is "no great
enthusiasm® for giving Jerusalem international status, the
solution has to be found "between Israeli and Arab statesmen,®

liowever non-committal the upper échelons of the Greek
' Orthodox hierarchy, 1ike the Armenians, may be about the future
of the Holy City, it is not difficult to conclude that whether
they like it or not == and there are those who do not =- they
regard an undivided Jerusalem under Israel's hegemony as an
established fact. They appear to be satisfied that there is
full freedom of worship and that their rights are properly safe-
guarded and not to be troubled about matters of sovereignty
or internationalisation, In the long term, both the Greek
Orthodox and the Armenian Churches would probabtly be satisfied
with a formalisation of the present position by the conferment
on them of the diplomatic status that Israel has declared
herself willing to grant. ' _ . A
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. Catholic views are, of course, conditioned by the Vetican,
‘arid by the call of the Pope for a special status, internationally
guaranteed, which will do justice to the "pluralistic character”
of the Holy 61%& and to the rights of the different communities .

' established there or regarding it as their apiritual centre.

In the course of z Ghristmav messagg published in the "Osservatore
Romano® of 23rd December, 1971. 'His Holiness expressed his
'unwillingness to ‘do more than repeat this basic outline of what
he is seeking for Jerusalem, so that the public is still ignorant

--'of what is meant by a "special status.

.~ . The @orment of the Apostolic Delegate that "it’ muat be re-
lated to- 1nternat10na1 status and not to. internatlonalisation”
is less enlightening than his explanathn of the disagreement
‘between the Holy See and Israel on the subject of Jerusalem,
Pointing out that the Vatican ragards the Holy City as limited
-strictly to lount Horiah, Dount Zion and the Nount of Olives
and the valleys which enclose them, he sayg that it looks upon
this as a single, indivisible Holy Place, "a Holy Place in
itself, belonging to God and not to a nation,” Israel, on the
other hand, regards it as her sovereign territory, coﬁtainihg
a number of isolated Holy Places over which Jews, Christians
~ and YNoslems have their individual rights. That an attempt is
' _being made to reconcile these views must be inferred frorn the
visit to Jerusalem in January 1971 of a very senior Vatican
offieial, Archbishép Benelli, ~who, aﬁcording to reports from
Rome, discussed the futura of the city with the Foreign ilinister,
the ilayor and others.

Despite the progressively improving relations between the
Christian cormunities in recent years, and the growing sense of
'ﬁnitj and fraternity of whiéh they speak, there is no "Church
position® on Jerusalem, nor any council of Chmrehes or other
organigzed body to act as the voice of Jerusalem. The extent of
_ the influence of any individual Church head on the eventual status
- of the Holy City is questionable. The Greek Orthodox Patrlarch '
may be highly regarded by the World Council of Churches in
Geneva, where he is said to represent Israeli matters with great
fairness, The Armenian Patriarch may have a wide audience when
he visits Echmedzian, the seat of the mother church in Soviet
* Armenia, and-%he.countriesnbf his Diasporalin Europe, North and
South America and South-East Asia, Given the blessing of
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- Cantebury, the ideas of the Anglican Arghbishop may be
acceptable to the world's Protestant confeesions, But the
Vatican ig an independent awereign State exercising spiritusl
mithority' over more than five hundred million souls. YWhen the
‘question of Jerusalem is discussed at the United Natloens, the
Christian voice that echoes through the corridore is the voice

of Rome .
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31 January 1972 THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 12-585-7
Vol. III. DNos. 1-2. - ISRAEL OFFICE
' 9 Ethiopia Street
Jerusalen

FROM THE APAB PRESS....

In the intenesis of improving Jemish-Arab wrsenstanding, the l1srael 0ffice
0§ the Amenican Jewish Committee transfates and mmbw\,e.a Zwice a month,
mateniok appeaning in the Anab Press. Though matenial is sometimes exthac-
ted fon bnauu‘.g At 45 extracted 4in context and there 4s no attempt to
editorialize, The selection 48 based on an objective judgement of relevance.
Comments on neactions arne welcome.

" The maternial 48 genenakly taken from AL-OUDS, an independent daily pubLished
in East Je)wz,a,ﬂem, AL-BASHEEP, a weekly newspaper published in Bethfehem;
ALWAN, a monthly §or Litenatune and the ants published in East Jerusalem;

AL- MIPSAD a weekly published in Ted Aviv by Mapam, and AL-ANBA, a Je)w.aa,?_em
daily s pon.so):.ad by the Tsrceli Government.

x % *

WEST BANK ELECTTONS

11 January 1972; AL-QUDS:
"West Bank Municipal Elections: Jordan Decides not to Interfere in Them."

AL-QUDS has learned from reliable sources thet the Jordanian Government has declded
not to interfere in the ~subject of mumicipal elections in the West Bank.

It is understood from these sources that the Government hes taken this decision
after lengthy deliberetions - and that as & result of this it has decided to ter-
minate the propaganda campeign which used to urge West Bankers to boycott the
elections.

Mr. Hagzi Melhis, Member of the Jordanian Chamber of Deputies end of the Nablus
Chember of Cormmerce, has the following to say concerning municipal elections in the,
West Bank: "I took the- opportunity of my sojourn in Amman a few days ego and

made enquiries concerning the stand of some Jordanien officials on the subject of
municipal elections. Their reply was that the Jordenian medie of communication
will stop taking any hostile attitudes to elections in the West Bank until a
thorough investigstion of the subject has been completed through direct personal
contacts with thcse coming from the West Bank - especially that there is a jeriod
of asbout three months between now and the date fixed for the first stage ot these
elections."”

‘. (More)
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10 Jenuary 1972; AL-ANBA: "Ask the People” by Muhammed fbu Shilbaya -~ East Jeruselem.

We should not, under any circumstences, discuss the subject of municipal elections.
in the West Bank cr formulate cur attitude to them in the light of the position
which the present rezime in Amman adopts toward these elections cr what it or any
other quarter thinks sbout them., Our attitude to these elections, as well as to
any other subject, must spring from the fact that it is we who have the right to
decide on tnese matters more than anyone else. We know best where our interest
lies ond what our circumstances are like - better, at any rate, than those who for-
mulate stands and drew blueprints from their pcsitions of security behind their
luxurious desks. These do not live our problems and cen do nothing besides pontifi-
cating on cur situation, and meking statements that shcw only how completely
ignorant they are of our conditions end circumstances.

Our stand vis-a-vis the municipal elections must rest on the fact that many peoples
before us have lived under occurvaticn, and that living under conditions of occupa-
tion never meant that these reoples concdemned themselves to immgbilisme, On the
contrery, they ascted in all directions to improve their lots, end this gredually

led to safeguarding a secure and free existence to themselves, and their offsprring.
This is what happened in Egypt under British occupation, and this is what is hanppen-
ing now in Germany and Jepen. '

The guietist slogans rsised by the inactive, and which call for waiting on "the
great saviour" thet would liberste our places holy and not holy, not only fail to
serve any pond purnose but go contrary to the experiences which nations living under
the same conditions as those under which we live had undergone. The call to refrain
from doing enything or seying anything under the occuretion is a subversive one which
contradicts all those healthy calls sent forth by nationel herces throughout the
world such as Mustafa Kemil and Sa'ad Zaghlul in Egypt, Chandi and Jaweh &lal Nehru
in India. These celled u»on their peovoles tc ect and cerry on the burden as far

as prevelent conditions sllowed - and as a result they enabled their reoples to make
great steps forward. Had /mman enjoyed even a fraction of awareness and sincerity it
would have reelized these truths and would have desisted from the crude, stupid,
stubborn and subtversive path it hes tzken.

Teking our point of departure from these premises, we therefore want these municipal
elections to be a stev forward in our long and difficult march towards a peace that
wculd grant us our sacred right to self-determination in freedom and enable us to
draw the blueprint for e secure and stable future, as well as leying the foundations
for the healthy democratic regime to vhich we gspire and which we demand.

We believe, however - and everybody else egrees with us, including the Israeli
suthorities themselves - that the Jordesnian municipal election laws do nmot ensble

us to tekxe eny steps forward, but rather ccmpel us to go backwards or at best to stay
where we are. This is because these laws are based on narrow and egoistic considere-
tions of class: they disenfranchise the overwhelming majority of the population
males and females alike; they rcb the intellectuals and the educated classes of the
right to present their candidacy and from the right to vote - making this the
monopoly of the wealthy and the capitalists who constitute no more than ten per cent
of the population.

(More)
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As experience of municipal electicns held prior to the June war of 1967 has showm,
these laws do nothing more spectacular than revlacing members of local councils by
other merters belonging to the same class and working for the promction cf the
same interests, which are usually quite remote from these of the public.

This being the case, we demand the amendment of these laws. We elsc appeal to all
liberal groups and individuals in Israel herself to join their voices to ours in this
demand to smend those laws.

To be quite candid, we believe that the determination on the part of the Israeli
authorities that the elections be held in keeping with Jordanian laws is not calcu-~
lated to contribute to the grcowth of that mutusl cconfidence which we all want tc be
the basis of security, stability and just peace in days yet to come,

The Israeli authorities are therefore called upon, and urgently, to show their good-
will by amending these laws for the people's good. I hereby raise the slogan
calling for such emendment - and I ask readers to state their views candidly on

this matter, so that the authorities may know the people's real view on this vital
subject.

® * *

18 January 1972; AL-ANBA: "Ccncerning the Municipal Election” by Abu Suleiman
(Pen name of Muhermed Al-Sa'ad - Umm al-Fahm)

Municipal elections in the West Bank have been the talk of the town for a whole
month now. Press and pubtlic alike have been debating these elections, and opinions
differ widely although there is a consensus in the West Bank that they should be
held, while Zmman shows fierce opposition. What remains quite true, however, is
that the present local councils have long finished their terms of office and that
new ones must be elected according tc the wishes of the populace.

Conducting debates and conmtroversies concerning these elections at this rarticular
Juncture is a waste cf time. Efforts must concentrste on drawing election lists
and voting tc office candidates whom the people want and trust, Similarly unavail-
ing, I believe, is talk about the shortecomings of thz Jordanian municipael election
laws =and the call for amendineg these laws. After all, these shortcomings date back
to quite some time ago and are well-known te the inhabitants of the West Bank, who
hed exrerienced them themselves, Mcorezover, existing political conditions and
international agreements would not permit such emendments so long as the West Bank
is considered internationally tc be nart of the Kingdom of Jordan.

Some may well say: And what is theuse of holding elections according to a las that
disenfranchizes helf of the nopulation? I believe that, despite ell the short-
comings , the inhabitants of the West Dank will be able to elect the persons who

are able to serve their towns and villages. I also believe thet WEst Bankers know
these perscns fairly well, their past and their present. £thould the inhabitants

of the West Bank be agble to free themselves of varicus personal, family and other
stbjective considerations, they will then be gble to elect municipal councils which
would render society good serviceu despite all the shortcomings of the lew.

* * *



Areb Press - 4 . ' . T2-585-T

24 January 1972; LL-ANBA: “To Those Who Advocate Amendment”
' Ly Ihsen Abdul 'Aziz - East Jerusalem

Needless to say, every citizen has the right to hold and express his view on any
subject that is of interest to him or tc the rutlic. Those who are demanding thet the
existing Jordanian municipal election laws be emendsd in order that they beccme iden-
tical to Isreseli municipal laws must therefore allow me to whisper the follewing word
in their ears, hoping that they will be receptive to it.

At first, you celled for holding municipal electicns in the West Bank; this is your
own affeir, vhether your objective is to serve the public interest or to unseat thcse
who in your opinion do not deserve to sit in positions of public management. The
Isreeli Government has responded to this call end decided to terminate the services

~ of the existing municipal councils and to hcld new elections in accordance with
Jordanian lsws. So far, no one can have any reascnable cbjection. What one finds it
difficult to understend is that you have gone on record as demanding, now that the
Jordanian law be amended, now that the Israeli law of municipalities be enforced

in these electiocons,

One may be permitted to ask here: 1Is our problem et an end, sc that all that hes
been left is the problem of emending laws and regulations? Have we become Israeli
citizens, so that our representatives in the Knesset can discuss these laws and
decide to amend them? The truth, of course, is thet our problem hes not been res-
olved yet: We still consider the West Bank a part of the Hashemite Kingdom cof
Jordan which happens to have fallen under Isrzeli military occupation. Isreel,

* moreover, recognizee this -~ and the whcole world alongside with her, Ilow,then, can
we demand the amendment of a law or the enactment of another law while we are still
under a military occupation that does not possess the right to emend any laws other
than those which involve military and security mestters - and only in extreme cases
at that?

Mcreover, even suppcosing .- for the sake of argument - that the Jordanien law was
amended and became similar to Israeli municipal laws, do you forget, or pretend to
ferget, that municinel councils in Israel finance schcols and universities, security
and other public services? By demanding thet the old laws be amended you are thus
asking that the inhabitent of the West Dank pay et least ten times as much as he is
peying now in municipal taxes. This would mean thet he will be made to pay what

he cannot possibly may unless he decides to liquideste his property and leave to
wander in God's wide world!

I wish these brethren of mine had scrutimized Israeli municipel laws. I wish, too,
that they had contemplated the implications and remifications of enacting such laws
in our towns and villeges in the West Bank! ;

% #* *
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THE SEAPCH FCT PEACE

T January 1972; AL-OUDS Editoriel: "In Whose Interest?”

£t o time when U.N. emissary Dr. Gunner Jarring leaves Moscow for New York to
resume his mission coneerning the Mid-Zast crisis, the United States has found it
fit to anncunce its dissatisfacticn with his ettltude and his tactics - and to
declare that his chances of success seem very meagre indeed. Alsc, that Weshington
will continue with its own efforts aimed at reaching an interim settlement of the
crisis,

In 2ddition, the United States tries tc persuade Jordan not tc raise the issue of
Jerusalem in the Security Council since it believes thdat this would affect adversely
its own efforts tc overcome the present deadlock in the Middle East. Again, the
United States anncunces - in a statement made by its Secretary of State, Mr. William
Rogers - - that it horpes that negotiations for an '.interim settlement will be
started soon.

Now the question which raises itself is: Why does the United States insist that it
and it alone should father any settlement of the problem, away from the United
Netiens? Why does the United States insist on 1rnoring the International Organization
and its emissary, Dr. Gumnnar Jarring?

In whose interest does the United States thus ignore resolutions adopted by the
United Nations, end first and foremost Resolution 242 adopted by the Security
Council in Noverber 1967 - and also the Pesclution adopted by the General Assembly
last month?

Why does the United States prefer the fragmentation of the issue under the banner

of an interim settlement - thus trying to ignore the fact that the crisis is an in-
divisible whole and that its kernel is the problem of the peonle of Palestine and
their right to live and to decide their own destinies? (This is the problem), rather
thaen the one of opening a waterway, the passage of shins, or the stationing of a
numberof Egyptian scldiers, armed or unermed, clad in uniforms or in civilian clotmm .
on the east bank of the Suez Canal!

* * *
13 January 1972; AL-GUDS Editoriazl: "U.S, Peace Efforts™

Scme have believed that Washington!s pesitive response to Israel's request fer fighter
FPhantom planes may in some way contribute to persuading Isrsmel to conduct negotiations
with Egypt under U.S. auspices for an interim settlement.

However, the view which now predominates in political quarters is that the United
States has adopted es its own a number of fundamental pecints in Israel's stand
concerning the interim settlement and the reopening of the Suez Canal,

A brief recapitulaticn of the facts shows that the fundamental points in the
Israeli stend consist of cpposition to the Zgyptien stand which requires that Egyptian
forces must cross the canal and that an interim settlement must be linked to the

(More)
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eventual overell settlement - in addition to the condition made known recently by
President [nwer al-Sedet to the effect that Israel must reply to Dr. Jarring's memo-
randum (of February 1970) in the effirmetive before entering eny talks concernlng an
interim settlement.

In the light of all this it tecomes ebundantly clear that the belief that supplying
Isreel with Phantom planes would contritute tc¢ persuading her to conduct talks is an
erroneous one - as lcng as Israel has now guaranteed washlnaton s adcption of ner
stand.

This state of effairs certeinly imparts a grim impression doth cof the present

situation and of the chances of attaining any serious progress toward peace in the
future.

* i* *

THE PALESTINIANS

3 January 1972; AL-QUDS Zditorial: "Steadfastness"

VWhat is called "the steadfastness of the inhabitants of the occunied territories” has
become a rather common phrase these deys in Arab politicael pronouncements, We hope
that it will be mcre thhn a mere phrase when it comes tc statements made by Jordanian
officiels.

During the debate in the Jordenien Chamber cf Deputies in which the Government sought
a vote of confidence, Prime Minister Ahmed al-Lewzi lauded the steadfastness of West
Bank inhabitants and said it was preaster than that displayed by Arab armies. He
grected these inhabitants, adding that "their steadfestness has contributed greatly
to the preservation of our land and of our holy places...”

This gesture, coming as it did from the Prime Minister, is not enough. More than
any other Arab country, Jorden is called upon to give generously and make sacrifices
for the sgke of West Bank inhabitants, if it reelly believes that "national unity

is a sacred necessity for Jordan,” (tc ouote Al-Lawzi's own words)

We do nct suppose that the Prime Minister is uraware of 21l the existential circum-
stances in which the inhabitants of the occurnied territories live. Ve cannot

under any circumstances accept the claim that he is not cognizant of the complexities
and obstecles which face the inhsbitants of the West Bank in the East Bank,

The least that the Jordanian Covernment nas to do in these circumstances is speed up
and facilitate the needs and requirements cf the inhabitants of the occupied
territories, and tc give them priority of place as far as implementetion is ccncerned.
Suffices it here to menticn only e few of these: issuance of passports, marketing
the products of the Vest Bank and the Gaza Strip, Higher Education for the children
of these who "stand fast," the civil servants? frozen salaries, visa permits for
embarkation from Arman Airport, intelligence cleaxance, and so on and on.

(More)
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Finally, e whisper in the ears of those honourable Deputies who proclaimed their -
adherence to the national unity of the Jordenian people and praised’the steadfast-
ness of the Arabs of the West Bank and cther occupied territories.” To them we
say: Your duty as the representatives of the people does not end with the
adjourrzeat of your resnected Chamber!

#* * *

23 January 1972; AL-ANBA: "Geogrephical Rectificetion of the Status cf the Two Banks"
by Yusuf Abdul Majid - Hebron

Following the annexation by Transjordan of the West Benk, the geopraphical position
of the latter underwent s complete transfurmaetion: Instead of being Transjordan's

"foreland" it became its backland arnd its interior; instead of constituting Trans--

Jordan's pessageway and outlet, the West Bank was placed in a position in which it

needed Transjordan as e passegeway and as an outlet to the outside world.

As -a result of this geographically anomalous situation, the desert enclave

called Transjordan-became, for the first time in hlstory, a significent passageway
in that it was the only wey to reach the Hely Flaces end ell that these places
signify in terms of history and civilization. :

In this sense, the status of Transjordan during the years in which the West Bank
was annexed to it meant turning things upside down - and this state of effairs,
et least as far as the inhebitants of the West Bank were concerned, remained in
need of a rectification that would restore the West Bank to its true geographical
status and to Transjordan its true geographical status.

The re-esteblishment of the link with Israsel has thus resulted in linking the
West Bank sgain to the sea, which geogrerhicelly and economicelly will go on con-
stituting its natursl lungs, through which it can breathe naturally and not in e
roundabout way. The argument, moreover, that the West Bank - even after having
been linked with Israel arnd attained an outlet to the seea - will continue to need
Transjordan cannot be maintained, even on the grounds of what is termed marketing
the products of the West Rank.

For the fact is that the open bridges which now link the two Banks have cnly one
function and benefit - namely as a means of maintaining human links %between the
Palestinians here and the Pslestinians there. Apart from this, everything else is
extremely secondary and can be arranged by other meens in a way that would not
affect either the commerciel or the agrlcultural interests of West Bank
inhabitants,

There is no doubt but that the only damege which has resulted from the rectification
of the peosraphical positions of the two Banks has affected the East Bank, which

has now been restored to its natural size and status as a semi-isclated enclave

in the desert. As vroof of this, suffices it to be pointed out that neither Irsq
nor Syrie, nor Saudi Arabia ror Israel needs the East Bank either as a rpassageway

or as a nmerket - whereas the East Bank is and will continue to be in need of all

of them in order to be able to breathe and go on living.

(More)
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This being the case, it is not in the least éurprising to find Jordan sc desperate
ebout restoring the West Bank to itself - or to see fmman becoming so helpless as
a result of the fact that it cannot find a way of realzzzng this objective in any

way.

* # *

THE ADMINISTEPED APEAS

21 Jenuary 1972; AL-ANBA: "Femily Reunion - Not Temporary Import!"”
by Fuaed Jebr - East Jerusalem

It is reported that the authorities intend to import labourers from the East Bank
for work in the West Bank, The report has given rise to much discussion and specu-
lation among the inhabitants of the West Bank, and many questions are being asked.

.We do not know how much truth is there in the report; nor do we know anything asbout
the scope cf the proresed operation., Assuming, however, that the report is authen-
tic, what sort of "import" is this going to be? Is it going to be like the

import of goods from sbrcad, which are imported because of thier shortage on the
local merket and sold at prices determined by & price-control commission? Is
"import" the right term to use in this case? /nd what is to become of the goods
imported - in this case labourers from the East Bank?

To my mind, there is something much better and far more justified than such an
import operation. Every day a line is formed by citizens of the West Bank at the
entrsncesof military government offices to submit applications for reunion with a
son, i brother or a father. I suggest that the West Bank (mmand speed up its
approvel of these applications, thus catching two birds with one stone - as the -
popular saying goes: On the ore hand, this would satisfy the demand ‘Sor more
agricultural labourers and workers - if such a demand does exist; on the other,
the authorities will have responded to the call of families from the West Bank for
reunion with those of their umembers who want to come and settle here in their
homes among their kith and kin,

I believe that this "permenent import" will be as good as the proposed temporary
import of working hands., Among cther things, it will mean that the father will
be eble to reunite with his children or his ycunger brothers - and this humane
act will inspire gratitude and aporeciation on the part of those West Bank
inhsbitents whose reunion with their femilies is under consideration.

Will the authorites, then, consider substituting the decision to allow temporary
import of lebour - 1f such a decision has indeed been taken - by one calllng for
doubling the number of permits issued for family reunion?

#® * ®
"Where is the Arsbic Languege?” by Muhermed Abu Shilbaya.
It is said thet Arabic is one of the two official lenguesges in Israel. In fact,
it is more than just that: It is the main language in the West Bank, the Gaza
Strip and Jerusalem, where the overwhelming majority of the inhabitants are Araibs.

(More)
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It seems, however, that it is not quite so! It seems, in fact, that Arabic is

not the mein language - not even an official language. Procofs to this effect are
toc numerous to mention here. Most of the letters sent by official and public
instituticns do not contain a word in Aravic. Even Lranches of certain Gcvernment
Departments in East Jerusalem do this.

Indeed, Arebic words have been eresed from signs in bus stons - or Arsbic is not
even used in these signs to begin with, What is more, Israeli banks with branches
in (East) Jerusalem,which deal with thousands of Arsb inhebitants every dsy, in
most cases fail to use in their correspondence any language other than Hebrew;
Arabic does not exist at all,

Needless to say, all this entails many difficulties for the Areb inhabitants.
Isreseli officials can eesily obtain an idea of these difficulties if they imagine
an Arab receiving an official communication in Hebrew. He would make the rounds
trying to find someone whc reads Hebrew, or ask a Jewish acqueaintance to read it
for him - only to discover that he does not know any Arabic. Thus anxiety grows,
and the whcole thing may well cause considerable damage, since the cormmunication in
question may be importent @and may require the addressee: to dc certain things
urgently....

We feel confident that the authorities are guite aware of all this - and that they
rerlize that all communicetions cught to contein an Arabic text. Indeed, the
euthorities know that meny complaints have been lcdged concerning this matter
meny months ago. Still, things continue to be where they had been, and Arsbic
rexains neglected and virtually non-existent - and this despite what is being

said about its being the main language in certain srees, and an official language
in certein others.

We demand that each and every department and institution, whether official or
public, print new forms containing Arabic as well as Hebrew texts, to be used in
all their communications and dealings. Insistence on keepirg the old letter forms,
which contain only Hebrew texts and which were meant to be sent to Jewish citizens,
means simply that Arabic is neglected and the Areb inhabitents are ignored. It
also entails meny difficulties and obstacles which we feel certain no one wants.

* #* *

5 Jenuary 1972: AL-QUDS: "To the Military Governor-General”
by Dr. Jemal Abdul Oadir el-Khayyat.

It is indeed painful tc see & petient insisting on not entering a hospital - lest
he should die! Health services for citizens are vital and very important matters
which must always go on and develon and grow, Nevertheless, after more than four
years of occupation, the inhabitants cof the Nablus district have not noticed any
progress in health services that can be said to be in keeping with the modern age.

The 0l1d Government Hospitel in Nagblus, which has been functioning for a long time
and making every possible effort, is no longer capeble of fulfilling the tasks

for which it had been established - despite the exhausting efforts made by the
doctors, the nurses and the administrative staff to do their duty and give citizens
the services they need. i

(More)
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What makes people feel deeply sad - and what raises questions in the mind of every
citizen - is the spectacle of the new hospital building, standing there in our
city, imposing but lifeless! This hospital was expected to become cne of the
greatest in the Kingdom (of Jordan); medical equipment had elready reached it
shortly before the occupation, including modern equinment in great quentities.

All these, however, were never taken out of their boxes, since the authorities laid
hands cn all of them,

Since hospitals and their contents are not, according to 2ll laws and traditioms,
ccnsidered military targets - and since the military government cannot consider
them as war booty - we hope that the suthorities will lend their asttenticn to this
vital matter and work for restoriny medical enuipment 1o the hospital as well as
supplying it with what modern eguipment it needs. The project, after all, is one
of ‘the greatest humgnitarian enterprises in the district of Nablus.

* * *
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iIL FPREFETTO

Eccellenza,

mi onoro preveﬁire Vostra Eccellenza
che il Santo Padre La accogliera in Udienza, con il Generale di riserva
Chayim Hegzog, Presidente della Casa editrice Keter, e il Signor Meir

Mendes, Consigliere dell'Ambﬁsciéta, domani, g'i"ovedi, alle ore 11. 45.

Mi é gradito l'incontro per esprimerLe i sensi del mio distinto

ossequio.
Di Vostra Eccellenza
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A Sua Eccellenza .
il Signor Amiel E. Najar

Amibasciatore d'Israele in Italia
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- ALLOCUTION AU SECRETARIAT. :

POUR LES NON-CHRETIENS

. Paul VI a regu le 5 octobre les partici-
nts a la réunion organisée & Rome du
au 6 octobre par le Secrétariat pour les
non-chrétiens sur le théme : « Les diffé-
rentes religions non chrétiennes devant les
problémes de Ulomme moderne. » Voici
. lallocution gu'il leur a adressée en réponse
aux paroles de présentation du cardinal -
Marella, président. du Secrétariat, qui a
regretté que les représentants des reli-
? -gmns non chrétiennes . qul avaient été
tnvités a la réunion n'aient pu y venir,
sauf wun qui a pu étre présent pour une
journée, les autres ayant envoyé leurs
notes et observations par écrit (1) :

Monsieur LE CARDINAL, cHERs FiLs ET CHERS
AMIS,

Nous saluons avec joie et affection les par-
ticipants du Congrés réuni 4 Rome par les soins
du Secrétariat pour les non-<chrétiens.

‘Venus de tant de pays, vous voici rassemblés
a Rome, ville antique et sacrée a tant de titres,
pour progresser dans la connaissance des
grandes traditions religieuses de I'Asie et de
I’Afrique, pour analyser ensemble comment elles
font face aux expériences singulitres que vivent
nos contemporains. Cette connaissance que vous
recherchez, aussi importante qu'elle soit en elle-
méme, a essentiellement pour but d'établir
I'amour, le dialogue et la coopération’ sincére
et fraternelle entre les hommes. -

Un climat nouveau dans les rapports

entre I'Eglise catholique
et les autres grandes religitms du monde

Vous ne l'ignorez pas, en eﬁet un tel dia-
logue avec les différentes formes de religions,
ou les divers patrimoines de sagesse de l'unmi- .
vers, a €té l'un des soucis du Concile, tout
comme nous l'avions recommandé nous-méme
dans notre encyclique Ecclesiam suam. Clest
en vue de le favoriser que nous avons fondé,
il y a huit ans, le Secrétariat pour les non-<hré-
tiens, en en confiant la charge au cceur et 2
Imtclhgence du vénéré et cher cardinal Paolo
Marella. On peut constater, nous semble-t-l,
que ce Secrétariat, griace 4 un labeur silencieux
et fidéle, a contribué grandement 2 établir un
climat’ nouveau dans les rapports entre I'Eglise
catholique et les 'adeptes s autres grandes
religions du monde. Le souvenir vivant que nous
avons gardé de notre récente rencontre avec

(1) Texte francais dans ['Osservatore ‘Romano du 6 oc-
tohre 1972. Les sous-titres sont de notre rédaction.




le supréme patriarche bouddhiste de Thailande
en est un témmgnagl et nous espérons n'étre
encore gqu'au débu chemin sur lequel tous
sont appelés a4 progresser.

'_ Sans amour (I n'y a pas de connaissance vraie

. du Christ ». (Gal 6,

:

. Mais, c'est ﬂevidl;mv, ce m est onére_;xx
tous : il n'y a pas possible
$. une compréhension approfunﬁ de notre
e, oul eommeCeun s;] plait a dire
auourd uH, 'autre noble programme
’leun sens généreux de I'homme, un véri-
ascétisme ! Il est nécessaire de dm_lasser

Ir.s limites qu'imposent tout langage, les

culturels, méme les polémiques et.la méfiance,

pour s'ouvrir au dépassement de soi et & 'uni-
versalité, Pour un chréné:n un Elcl effort peg:
représenter une partie du grand précepte
la charité qui invite « 2 porter les fardeaux
les uns des autres iou.r accomplir ainsi la loi

Oui, chacun attend légitimement de Tautre

:d'étre pleinement reconnu et aimé pour lui-

‘ méme, avec les valeurs et les différences de
sa propre culture. Combien d'incompréhensions,
de ranceeurs, de conflits sont nés, au cours de
F'histoire hummne, de cette orgueilleuse ferme-
ture sur soi qui empéche de comprendre son
frére! La réussite, au contraire, de telles ren-

contres, estl:éehtmevolontérésohedems-_

pect et d'amour, avec toute la patience néces-
.saire. Car — psychologie le montre, et méme
la méthode dai la recherche scientifique semble
le requérir ~'sans amour, il nyapasdecon-

" . naissance vraie!! Et la-dessus, c'est notre convic-

tion, 'Eglise catholique possede dans son f:atn-
moine spirituel et surtout Vexemp
son fondateur, les raisons et le stxmulant d'un
amour efficace de I'homme, 2 ?l lque forma-
tion culturelle ou religieuse qu
Pour nous, en effet, tout homme participe au
mystére(Gmso{lda.ble de Dieu, eslt'hcréé aé sgn
image (Gn représente umanit u
Chnst (cf. Mt 25, 40, 45). Chaqhé euple est
né de la Providence et nédiction de
Dieu (cf. Gn 9, 7; Ac 17, 26), et Jésus est mort
pour réconcilier les hormes dans l'unité (cf.
In 11, 52). Le récent Concilé a largement invité
les ‘chrétiens A reconnaitre, dans un dialogue
sincre et patient, les nc.hesses que Dieu, dans
sa munificence, a aux nations (cf. Ad

. gentes, 11).

Mais, de notre cfté, pourquoi cacher notre

" désir de voir les adeptes des grandes religions

;. i non chrétiennes - mamfester aussi le souci de

. connaitre davantage I'Eglise, de la méme fa
que notre coeur s’est ouvert a leur égard ?
vous le savez, I’Eglise, par amour, ne d&nre
rien tant que de -faire connaitre 2 'tous les
hommes « la sagesse multiforme de Dieu »
(Ep 3, 10) qui hui a été révélée pour la paix
et le salut de tous. Nous reprenons & notre
oompte lzs ga.rolﬁ du Seigneur Jésus A la Sama-

i tu savais le don de Dieu. » (Jn 4,
10‘) C'est dans cet esprit que nous faisons le
premier pas dans le dialogue avec nos frém
qui ne partagent pas notre foi. -

Il A e

, doivent trouver leur expression dans une

. mouvoir, comme cefle connaissance
" doivent évidernment Fas étre emfonmé m1
rai

appartienne.

Collaboration pmﬂque au service de 'homme

cette estime et cet amour réciprog
cols
laboration pratique. Nous souhaitons vod:r pru
chainement le jour ol toutes les rebsions
ront mcrétemmt leurs eﬁorts -au
I'homme, sa liberté, sa dignité,
encore, ’Egllse c.athohque ne voudrait
;;ucr.maum:suroeterram al’ex:mpiedm
gnqumestvmu. « non pour étre servy
mais pour servir et donmer sa vie » ‘pour les
hommes (Mc 10, 45). Ne croyez-vous i qu&
I'bhumanité a besoin aujourdhui plus
jamais de trouver une aide et une orientatiom:
rés des hommes foncidrement religieux ? Vous
e savez, les religions contribuent 2 la paix,:
4 la fraternité, A la justice; elles i
morale, elles suscitent lespérance méme
rapports sociaux deviennent difficiles lorsquel
n'intervient plus cette référence aux forces
.vives de l&sprit dont les religions sont l'expn_:s_-‘.;
sion la plus haute et la plus universefle.

i

r‘

:‘

i
Cette collaboraties protique qui est 3 ‘;1
dans le dont nous avons el
un syncrétisme qui
la « vraie religion s.
entier, et il est
homme et de groupe ) e
le précisait la Déc!nratum conciiaire 1a-
liberié religicuse (Dignataris humsorae, . 1, § 2). -
Nous serons d'ailieurs d'autant plus apm h-
comprendre et 3 aimer les
serons plus fidéles a ta vénté
cendante de notre religion,
titude et som autorité d.ans la réalité de h
Révélation, univoque et universelle.

C'est dms cet esprit m mmgage,m&
poursuivrs e
l'ap’pmfmﬂn' & Pélargir. Et nous l.nvoqunns de

grand ceeur sur vos travaux et sur
ui vous sont deveous proches les b&;édxcthms
m du Trés-Haut

-l.
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Nous accueillons-avec reconnaissance, Meséieurs3 et pour
plusieurs motifs, le beau cadeau que vous Nous offrez.

Nous aimons.é relever, d'abord, la courtoisie de votre geste
d'hommage, & laquelle Nous sommes vivement.sensible.

Il s'y ajoute ensuite la valeur culturelle que représentent
ceslvolumeaz ils constituent sans nul doute une remarquable
documentation sur votre peuple, dontINoua connaissons et admirons
les mérites daps ce domaine de la cﬁltura’et les.remafquablea
capacités de_réalipation. .
| Mais Néua voudrions inaiaﬁer surtout sur uné troisiéme
considération: celle des sentiments que cet hommage suscite dans
notre ame. Comment pourriona-Noua oublier lealliens historiques
et apirituela qui relient 1'Eglise catholique & la tradition
biblique du peuple juif? Vous savez comment ce point a retenu
1'attention du récent Concile oecuménique, et avec quel soin il
g'est appliqué A le mettre en lumidre, plus que n'avait fait
Jusqu'ici, Nous semble-t-il, aucun document du Magiatérq eccléaiastiquu

Et puis: comment psurrions-ﬂdus oublier lgs souffrances enduréés
par votre peuple, notamment au cours de la derniére guerre mondiale! -
Souffrances - vous le savez aussi - que 1'Eglise s'est efforcée,

comme elle le pouvait, d'empécher et d'alléger.

* -
it e



Enfin Nous ne saurions oublier en qﬁels termes émouvants et

prophétiques le grand apdtre S. Paul parle de vous, de votre

-

peuple, de 1l'espérance qu'il nourrit dans son coeur'pour ses
fréres israélites. Tout cela, vous le voyez, consti?ué un lien
bien fort entre nous!

Nous ng pouvons taire que cetté reﬁcontra éveille en nous'
d'autres éentimeﬁta;oncore,'concernant la situation qui s'est
créée au Moyen-Ofient au cours de éea aorniérea années, et ol la
présence d‘Isrnal est un facteur d'une 1mportancé considérable.

Notre poaitionh& ce sujet est bien connue, et ce n'est paal
le moment d'en parler, sinon pour souhnitef que les questions
graveﬁ_et complexes que pose cette situation trouvnpt prbmptemont
une solution pacifique et Jjuste, aatisf;iaante pour tous, et
faisant leur piace, en particulier, aux Qréita légitimes des
populations arabes intéresaééa. Ainsi peut-on espérer une p&ix
Qui ne soit pas précaire, mqié solide et durable: une pﬁix non
seulement des armes, mais aussi des eaﬁrits et des Eoeurs.

C'est cette paix que Nous vous souhaitons, Messieurs, avec la

pleine lumidre spirituelle: deux dons célestes qui ne peuvent venir

que de la foi a i'uniqua Dieu vivant et vrai, dont Nous invoquons

sur vous en ce moment, d'un coeur reconnaissant, 1'assistance et

LR
.l

la protectiom.
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April 26, 1972

Pastor Reuel J. Schulg,
Woodlawn Ev. Lutheran Church,
2217 8. 99 st

Weat Allis, Wis, 53227

Dear Reverend Schulg,

Allow me to thank you for taking the trouble to

"discuss some of the points I made in my lectures in

Milwaukee on April 13 and 1l in connection with Prof,
Isaac's book, Jesus and Israel, I am sending a short
reply to the Mlilwaukee Journal, but I wanted j0:let
you know personally that I appreciate your concern.

Since what I said in Milwaukee ocovered some of

the questions fully dealt with by Jules Isaac, the

best I can suggest, in response to your arguments,
is for you to read Jesus and Israel, I think ghat
you, as a committed Christian, will appreciate Prof.
Isaac's effort. This is’truthful book, exempt from
any bitterness or polemic. ,

With very best wishes,
~ Sincerely,

. Claire Huchet Bishop



April 26, 1972

"View from the pulpit”,
THE MILWAUKEE JOURNAL
333 W. State St.
Milwaukee, Wis. 53202

It would take much more space that I am allowed here, to answer
all the Reverend J., Schulz's statements regarding Jews and
_ [PMhia 20D ;
Christians, May I suggesat that he will find his commentaries of
Gospels: quotations fully answered by Prof. ﬁulas Isaac in his

book Jesus and Israel, on which I lectured in Milwaukee on

April 13 and 1. A sincere Christian 1ike Rev. Shulz will find
- that such reading purifies and strengthens our Christian faith,

1£ is gratifying to see that a Lﬁtheran minister agrees with
the Sixteenth century Council of Trent regard;ng those respons-
ible for Jesus' death: "In thipﬁ&uilt are involved all those who
_;all frequently into sin;" (Gaféchism of the Council of Trent,
Art. IV). These words were further clarified by the 1965 Vatican'ir
Stateﬁqnt on the Jews: "True, the Jewish authorities and those
who followed their lead pressed for the death of Christ; still

what happened iIn his passion cannot be charged against all the

Jews, without distinction, then alive, nor against the Jews of

today."
Indeed, Jesus himself took care of naming in advance those who,

at that time, were to be the guilty ones: the Flders, scribes and

)
ohiéf priests - Mk. 8:13%, 10:32-3l, ™t, 16:21?120:1?-19, Lk.9:22

Those who "received Him not",(Jn. 1:12 guoted by Rev.Shulz) were

the Establishment, that is the collaborstors with the enemy oc-

cupying power. (Jesus also mentioned the "Gentiles). Isn't this



THE MILWAUKEF JOURNAL

a far ory from the Jewish people, who, anyway, for the most

pért, never heard of Jesus and never met him. And those who did,
according to the Gospels, received him with enthusiasm, Out of
50. encounters mantioned-ianPrk, Matthew and Luke, L6 are fa=
vorable. Even John, who uses the word "Jews" in a confusing
way requiring exegesis, even he, records outright 10 friendly
meetings out of the 20 he mentions. The hostile rabble in front
of Piiate's palace.could"not have been large, as anyone can
conclude who viaitiaJeruaalem.

In_turﬁ; may I orfer a commentery regarding conversion and
the dogmatic 3t John's statement quoted by Reverend Shuiz:
"no man cometh unto the Father but by Me," (Jn. 1L116)? Who

is to decide who is "tb‘como"? Could not Christians accept
that some are already there?

Claire Huchet Bishop




COLLEGE OF MOUNT 8T. JOSEPH ON THE OHIO

May 15, 1972

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

National Director of Interreligious Affairs

165 E. 56th St.

New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum:

Enclosed is a brief summary of the lectures which
Rabbi Roy Tanenbaum will be giving during our
Institute.

We will be most grateful if you will kindly send
your summaries as soon as possible as our printer
is waiting for this copy. .

When you have made your reservations for travel to
Cincinnati, we will appreciate your letting us know
your arrangements so we can plan to meet you.

With all good wishes, I am

Very sincerely yours,
W%'MP““

Rev., Angelo della Picca

AdP:gae

MOUNT ST. JOSEPH. OHIO 45051 TELEPHONE (513) 244-4200




A SEMINAR ON ISRAEL -

9:30-11:30 a.m, Israel as a Theological Issue

Dean
Dean Krister Stendahl, John Lord O'Brian Professor of
Divinity, Dean of Faculty of Divinity, Harvard University

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, Director: Interreligious Affairs,
American Jewish Committee

Lunch

12:15-2:00 p.m. The State of Israel in the Twentieth
Century: an Historical Perspective

Dr. Howard M. Sachar, Professor of Modern European and
Jewish History, George Washington University

‘Dr. Fred J. Khouri, Professor of Political Science,
Villanova University

2:00-3:30 p.m. Panel: The Religious Traditions and the
Quest for Peace in the Middle East

Dr. Yonah Alexander, Professor of International Studies,
State University of New York, Senior Fellow, American
University Law School

Dr. J. Deotis Roberts, Professor of Christian Theology,
Howard University School of Religion

Dr. Muhemmad Abdul-Rauf, Director of the Washington
Islamic Center

® & * ® & * ® % % * ® % *

R.S.V.P.. (card enclosed)
Council of Churches of Greater Washington
1239 Vermont Avenue, N.W. ; _
Washington, D.C. 20005 Cost: $5.00 per person
' ! ' E (includes informal lunch)



THE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF GREATER WASHINGTON

in cooperation with The National Presbyterian Center

Cordially invites you to participate in

'"A SEMINAR ON ISRAEL"

for Washington Area -Clergy and Religious Educators

Tuesday, May 23, 1972

9:30 a.m.=3:30 p.m.

RARAR
RRR
&

The National Presbyterian Center
4101 Nebraska Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C.
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The ~-dlsanery,

Lincoln. LN2 1PX
11th October 1972

Neil C. Sandberg Esy.,

The American Jewish Committee,
590 North Vermont Avenue,
Suite 259 Los Angeles,
California 90004.

Dear Mr. Sundberg,

I am so very sorry that you were distressed by the
Mystery Play in the Cathedrzl. These plays always present
e. problem. They are based on the original text of the
Mystery Cycle and in terms of literature this is a very
significant and imnortant piece of medieval work. Ve
realised the difficulties, from the point of wview of the
Jewish community and we did make a cartain number of
ad justaents to the text in order to minimise these. However,
if one was to be true to the literature of the 'isstery Plays
one w25 bound to use the original theme, and that we did.
The attitude of the Cathedral authorities towards this
medieval tradition is mosit clearly expressed in the notice
placed above the shrine of "little 3t. iugh". It reads
as follows:=-

The Shrine of Little St. Hugh.

Truaged up stories of "Ritual -iurders" of Christian boys by
Jewish coazunities were comiron throughout Europe during the ¥iddle
Ages and even much later. These fictions cost many Jews their
lives. Lincoln had its own legend, and the alleged victim was
buried in the Cathedral. :

The shrine was erected above snd the boy wes referred to as
"little 3t. fugh". A re-construction of the shrine hangs near.
Such stories do not re%ound to the credit of Christendom, znd so
we nrays-—

‘Remember not Lord our coffences, nor the offences of our
forefathers.

I am wholly convinced thzt the performance of medieval “fystery
plays does not, in any way at all, engender anti- semit#¥icm. You
may be interested to note thzt the actor performing the rarts of
Filate and the Figh Priest (zmongst others) was himself a Jew and

hat it was only after careful discussion with him that the play
was verforamed in the form which we finally chose.

However, despite zll this, please accept my sincere
regrets for any offence that wos caused to you.

Yours sincerely,

Dean of lLincoln.



[end]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible
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" Regards.

October 24, 1972

Dr. Gérald.Sttbber
Neil Sandberg

Please note the attached response to my recent letter
to the Dean of the Lincoln Cathedral in England., I am
wondering if I should continue the dialogue with some
further commentary on the editorial version of the
Mystery Play which was presented. Since they were
aware of the possible impact of the play, and altered
it to soften its harshness regarding the Jews, why not
editorialize further to make it more acceptable? If
this is not possible, why not sugpest to the Dean that
in his blessing to the audience following the play he
indicate it is not an acceptable version? He might
also point out to the audience the historic injustices
to the Jews which are mentioned in his letter to me.

1 am interested in your advice, Gerry, along with that
of others Mo whom I am addressing copies of this memo.
Also, would it be useful to send him a copy of your
analysis of "Superstar?”

1 look forward to hearing from you.

NCS: '
cc: Ezngi Mare Tanenbaum
Morton Yarmon
Will Eatz
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Memo From

RABBI FIENRY SIEGMAN
EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH. NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 =+ (212, 686-8679

o £

w

December 1, 1972
Enclosed ia a draft of Walter Wurzburger's paper
which he wrote for the Vatican s!:udy.

Kindest regards,

1
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DﬁAFT LAND AND PEOPLE IN JEWISH TRADITION

Walter S. Wurzburger

One of the hallmarks of Judaism is 1its pronounced dialectical tension

¥
E ' between univefsalistic and particuleristic components. ‘
% On the one hand, the entire structure of Judaism revolves around its

most b%g%i thesis - the monotheistic doctrine,-which possesses universal validity and
.relevance. It affirms that God, the source of all value and existence, demands that
all of m&pkind acknowledge His'gbsolute sovereignty end adhere toc a veriety of ethico-
re}igious norms (the seven No;hide Commandments). On the other hand, Judaism is a
rel%g?on rest;icted to a particular comqunity of fate and feith:; one cannot profess
Judaiéﬁ without. belonging to th%lJewish people. Judaism is not reducible (o a set
of-dogmas, creeds, rights and pr;scriptiOns because 1t rests upon the bLelief that
God's covenant with Israel has singled out a ﬁoncrete nistoric community (the people
of.Israel) for a unique religious vocation to form & "Kingdom of priests and a holy
‘pgqple.” In most ééses, one automatically qualifies for memﬁ%rship in this vparticular
hi;tﬁric group by the accident of birth. Nolfurther religious rite is needed to gain
full-fledged sfabus as & -member of this covenantal community. While converts are

admitted, they, ‘however, can gain entrance into the covenantal cormunity only when in

addition to aCcepting‘"thé yoke of the commandments,'" they also declare themselves

! - ready to bepome'part of the Jewggk people and share in the vicissitudes of its fate.

This procedure follows the pattern set by the classic conversion of Ruth, the Moabite,
] e Y e

~ who faithfully pledged "Your people shall be my people’ before she proceeded to declare

& - =

"Your God shall be my God." For that matter, a sense of identification with the Jewish
S — .

pecple is essential for the sggritunl welfare of any member of the Jewish community.

e B B B P A L T

Even a Jew by birth; no matter how qualified he may be in terms of his personal piety
;hd devotion to the Toraﬁ, is not deemed worthy of gaining a portion of the world to
Icome, if he fails to identify with the fate of his fellow Jews. The mere fact that one
does not experience a special sense of kinship with other members of the people of the

»

covenant is sufficient ground for being excluded from the spiritual benefits vouchsafed

to the members of the covenantal community.
. . i =
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The great emphasis which is placed upon the belonging to the historic
community of Israel and the responsibility to concern oneself with its welfare and
survival reflects the deep-rooted conviction that Judeaism is not merely the religion

of individuals who are confronted with a divine mendate. What is so indispensable

‘to any understanding of Judaism is the realizetion that Judaism involves the Jewish

TS , - ;
people/collectively in a religious vocation. According to the provisions of its
~ covenant with God, Israel is summoned to fashion the entire structure of its national
life in accordance with the divine norms revealed in the Torah. And even the individual

Jew fulfills his personal religious mission not so much as an individual, but as a

member of the Jewish collectivity. It is for this reason thal u popular Kabbalisti

- formula, recited by many Jews before the performance of & religious rite, affirms

-~

* that the religious act in question, in order to achieve its true religious objective,

is carried out.’in the name of all of Israel."
The mystery of the election of the people of Israel for a unique role

in the divine plan is closely associated with another mystery - the designation of o

particular land as the specific site in which alone the spiritual objectives of the

people can he fully attained. Significantly, the very first covenant betwaen God
. —‘-—'-"___—-_'-__'_'_"'-‘—u—._.__ .

/ )
and Abraham provided a special link to the %3fd and the people of I;;Eéﬂ. Abraham's
. ! __.'—'_-r

Jjourney to the land to be shown to him by God was the beginning of the formation of

- ~

a people through which ultimately Abraham was 'to become a blessing for all the families

. ".of the earth." According to the Biblical account, the bond between the land and the

:'peopIe was not created by the convergence of a variety of natural factors and conditions

- It was rather a divine imperative that established an irrevocable connection between

-

" the people and the land. It was not merely a Promised Land, but one to which the

“-.pedpie was summoned for its covenantal destiny. It was forever to remain, as God said
o "

%o Abraham, "The land which I will show you." Similarly, the unique sanctity that

pérmeates the Land of Israel is not due to any specific historic events that are

associated with any particular locale. After all, Mmummkx8imsio@s by far the most

central and most hoiy event in the entire history of the Jewish people was the
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Revelation at Mount Sinai. Yet, Mount Sinai, the site where the theophany took
place, was not accorded any permanant sanctity. For tihe Jew, the sanctity of the

Holy Land is not a function of the various "holy places" which are situated within

~ its borders. Apert from any particular historic events or associations, the Holy

Land, literally, is the land which, in its own right, is endowed with an all pervasive
holiness. To be sure, the city of Jerusalem, especially the site of the former Temple

are invested with additional sanctity which derives from the fact that these sights

" were speciflcally consecrated for certain religious purposes. But the general holiness

e ! ne
:.permeatlng the land of Israel, recqgnize7:ﬂI}ferencee in degree insofar as specific

locations dre concerned. §

The_speciel stetus of the land manifests itself not only in the existence

of a vast body of religious duties which can be fulfilled only within the land of
Slepteua s SRS
Israel. (Commandments which are dependent upon the land.) A well-known rabbinic text
Pl
goes so far as to essert that the only reason why the Jews must keep the Torah even

,outside the land of Israel is to guarantee that upon their return to the land, they will

not have become totally allenated from the practices whlch alas, possess intrinsic

1;F, velue oonly when performed in the land. It is also revealing that the notion of

--collective responsibility did not become operative until after the Isreelltes had crosse

o
"« the river Jordan and phad entered‘the holy land. Apparently, /the opinion of the Talmudic

in

sages, as }ong as Isreélites did not occupy the lend of Isyael, they still were lacking

one essential prerequisite for tae formation of the kind of collective, communal

existence which is presupposed by the notion that all Israelites are responsf§ble for

"eech other. Nachmonides-*one of the most influential Medieval rabbinic authorities,

-._.__,____I_______
attributes so much weight to the spirituﬂl 1mportance of the 1and of Israel for the

i entire scope of the Jewish religious life that he expressed the rather startling

-

L8 1T ) ! »
opihion that the P{}riarchs who on a voluntary basis abided by the regulations of the.;
5

r

Torah did so only githin the territorial limits of the land of Israel.

1 To. bq,sure not all Jewish thinkers would be prepared to supscrlbe to

i
|

thislpartieular fb;mulatiop of the relationship between Toreh and Land, which reflects

P~
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the influence of various mystical doctrines. Yet however much they may diverge

in their respective conceptions regarding the exact nature of the centrality of

*the land for Israel's spiritual mission and vocation, all classic thinkers who are

rooted in the tradition agree that the eschatological goal of Judaism necessarily

" includes the return of the Jewish people to the land to which it is committed by an

irrevocable divine covenant. It was only in a setting that deliberately denied the
ethnic features of Judaism because they seemed to interfere with the full acceptance
of the Jew as an equal by non-Jewish sodiety that, iu the wake of the Enlightenment
end of the Emancipatioq there could arise phi}osophies of Judaism whici were so

universalistit in conception ag to view the exile from the land not as a calamity

"but as a blessing. Viewed from the perspective of this one-sided universalism, the

exile allegedly “"liberated" the Jewish people from the shackles of particularism enabling.

it to perform its mission for all of menkind. Such a conception was totally foreign

" to classic Judaism, which unabashedly looked upon the exile as an unmitigated tragedy.

In the words of the Jewish liturgy, "because of our sins we were exiled from our land.”

The intrinsic connection between the Holy Land and its divinely elected

people is irrevocable. No matter how far Israel may stray from its.appointed task,

failure to carry out its spiritual mandate cannot result in Israel's forfeiting its

pre-eminent status. The provisions of the covenant assure that under no circumstances
can the particular historic community, which is comprised of the descendants of the

Patriarchs, be ever displaced from its unique position in the divine scheme of

Redemption.
The survival of the Jewish people, through the vicissitudes of history,

therefore, is not a mere contingent fact of history, but a religious necessity

grounded in an unconditional divine covenant. Hence, Judaism constitutes a "religious

Wiipmi

ethnicism,” not only because the Jewish people was originally founded upon the bedrock

——

of a religious faith commitment, but also because the very existence of the people

15 indispensable to the realization of the religious mission intended for it.
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- survival as a prerequisite to functioning as "witnesses" to "the God who is to be

! | P -5 -

It must not be overlooked thet survival of the group is merely a

'necessa:y’but not a suffiéienf condition for the fulfillment of its historiec mission.

" . i - " L !
Judaism is not a "religion of survival" per se.but rather a religion that views its

sanctified amidst the children of Israel." The pattern for sanctification of life

.
e o R A e =

does not call for suppression of any of the components which are vital to the

functioning of a natural community. Within the framework of Judaism the netural is

-

not the antithesis of the spiritual. Since Judaism objJects to the bifurcation of

ik —

reality‘iptb material and spiritual domains, even the exercise of political power

lies within the province Hf proper religious activity. It is revialing that for

Maimonides even the fulfillment of human history at the time of the ultimate

Redemption does not lead to the abrogation of political power. The lessiah is not

merely a towering spiritual figure, but he is '"the Messianic King.'" There are,
Sy M ‘

of course, Jewish thinkers who adopt a far more negative stance towards political

power and regard it as en historically necessary evil brought about by human sinfulnes

But even those whodenvisage the Messianic future in terms that may render the need fo

an exercise of political power obsolete will resdily asgree that the unredeemed world
cannot d;spense with the trappingé of political organization and instrumentalities
of power. If Israel is'ts function effectively as a holy people, the entire sphere
of socio-economic and political relations no less than the area of purely personal
be%avior must be governed by the divine norms through which Jewish society acknowledg:
the "absolute sovereignty of its God."

| Whiie th&re. is complete unanimity regarding the desirability of the
ethnic distinctiveness and cultural identity of thé people Qf Israel ("I have

separated you from the nations that ye shall be mine" Lev. 20:26), we encounter

“differences of opinion with respect to the intrinsic value of distinctive ethnic

end cultural identity on the part of other nations, whose national diversity’is not
founded upon the.need for a special consecration to the service of God. There are

those who envisage the ideal pattern of humanity in terms of culturel and nationel
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homogeneity and who view the present division of mankind into divergent historie

communities as a punishment inflicted upon mankind. According to this school of thought,

- 'the building of the Tower of Babel proved that mankind was not worthy of the blessing

of complete unity. Hence, it was only because mankind was implicated in guilt that

" separate ethnic cultural communities emerged. Others maintain, however, that the

diversity of cultural and ethnic patterns was an integral feature of the original divine -
plan inasmuch as linguistic_and cultural diversity characterized mankind even prior

to the building of the Tower of Babel and the ensuing confusion of tongues. Similarly,
tﬁere is no consensus as to "whether at the end of days" the nations of the world, while
submitting to”£he authority of;"the word of God that will go forth from Zion'will retain
their cultural and national identity or whether they will completely abandon their
cultural identity and merge witﬁ the people of Israel. But in whatever form the
Eéchatoiogical goal may be conceived with respect to "pations of the world,” insofar

as the people of Israel is concerned, reunification of the entire people with the land

is not perely a desideratum but & sine qua non for the realization of its ultimate

religious objective - to help usher in the Kingdom of God over ell of mankind.

-y
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m THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Abraham Karlikow, European Direct

| FO-Eur
) -w 20 @Wi®h  November 16, 1972
MEMORANDUM m
To:  Marc Tanenbaum
From: Nives Fox

Subj: Vatican -- Non-Christian Religions

At an audience given to the participants of a meeting held in Rome /
(October 3-6) of the Secretariat for non-Christian Religions, head-

ed by Cardinal Marella, Paul VI addressed the group at length on

his conception of dialogue and relations with non-Christians. ¢
Though the themes described by the Pope were intended for other re-
ligious groups, we think they could have relevance to the position %
that may be adopted vis-a-vis the Jewish religion.

Below is a summary of the address,_made from the full French text

published by La Documentation Catholigue of November 5, 1972, enclos-
ed herewith.

*_* *. \|

Evoking the work of the Ecumenical Council in this connection and

his own encyclical recommendations in Ecclesiam Suam as the beginning
of a new climate in the relations with non-Christians, Paul VI out-
lined what he believes to be the most important bases for continuing
and enlarging this dialogue.

-- A deepened understanding between religions, going beyond the bar-
riers of language, culture, mistrust and self, so that it can tran-
scend into universality. ®Each individual expects of another 'to be
fully recognized and loved as the product of his own culture and in
spite of differences. "Without love there is no true knowledge,"
said the Pope, "and sSurely the Catholic Church holds this love as
?art_of its spiritual patrimony, especially in the example of its
founder." '

-- But why hide the faét that the Church, too, wishes to be more known
and understood by non-Christians, in the same way as it opens its
heart to them? :

-- This reciprocal love and comprehension should find expression in
practical cooperation. "It is our .hope that all religions unite their
efforts for man, his freedom and dignity, in this concrete fashion."
Mankind today, more than ever before, needs the help and direction of
fundamentally religious men, to inspire it with justice and brotherhood.
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-- 'This practical collaboration and mutual knowledge of each other
should be fostered, and must not be confused with a syncretization
that would deny "true religion." A profound belief in one's own
faith and freedom of conscience, as declared at the Council, can
but make each of us more able to understand and love others.

"It is in this spirit," concludes Paul VI, "that I urge you to
pursue and strengthen the dialogue that has begun."

cc: Dr. Lachman





