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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
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The International Relations Department of the American Jewish Committee
and
The Leonard Davis Institute of International Relations of
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Monday, Feb. 15
9-10:45 AM

I. Place, Role and Status of Religion in the Modern World
(Speakers to focus on the rel lg lous responses to the
challenges of modernization, secularization and the
nation-state.
Developments such as fundamentalism,
radicalism, liberation theology, privatization of religion, religio-ethnic and national movements.)
A. The Christian World
Robert Berger or
Robert Bellah or

A James Reichley

(Brookings~

B. The Islamic World
Bernard Lewis
C. The Jewish World
R.J. Zvl Werblovsky
Coffee Break
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elace, Role and Status of Religion
in Conte;mpor.ar.y Judaism (Jewry)
1. InteraGtlon of Natlonalls~ and Religion
(secula~ natlonalis.m, Zionism,
religious- nationalism
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A~i Ra~~~sky (~(:?brew
Eli~~er ~o~ Yih~e

Janet
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R~v ~haron

Uniyerslty) or
(Bar Ila~~
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Lichtenstein

2. Pluralistic Elements in Jewish Tradition
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.
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differences b~en resolved? To
what ex~en·~ is halacha open to diverse i~terpretatlons?
What
are the
of acceptable
diversity
(devla.
. limits
.
.
.
tic>n). f.l~levance of historical dlsputes (Belt Hillel
Sadducees and P~arlsees, Karaites,
Sam~rltans, Has~idim versu~ Misnagdlm) to contemporary
dlvi~ions amo~g Haredim, Modern (~entrist) Orthodox,
C~nservatlye, Reform, Reconstructlonist.
~Y has there
~een n~ reform movement among the Sephardlm? Tensions
between the rabbinate and their congregants regarding
enforcement of religlou~ practice. (Examples: Catholic .
doctr.ine forbids birth control and abortion, but these
are r.eportedly wl~~ly practiced. Similarly to what
extent do members of Orthodox and Conservative congr.egations
follows their rabbinical
leaders' formal
.. - . ... .. .
.
and Belt
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Sha~~al,
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-3-

Historically, what percentage of the Jewish people was
truly observant? (Not many if one can rely on the
Prophets.) How was this hand led in the pre-modern
period?
Michael Fishbane (Brandeis and Harvard)
Reuven Kimmelman (Brandeis)
respondents

Luncheon Break

. ~ .,

.
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Monday Feb. 15,

3-6:30 PH

III. Place and Role of Religion in Diaspora Societies
A. Role of Religion in the United States
A panel discussion.
Is the U.S. unique bec ause of its history, constitution, ethnic makeup?
Is American· Jewish pluralism a reflection of the larger
society?
Is the strict separ~tion of church and state desireable?
How does it help or hurt Jewish interests?
Eugene Borowitz
Arnold Eisen "Chosen People in America"
Nathan Lewin (has given a paper o~ "Seeking Tolerance:
Do Courts Respect Religious Observance) he ls an
attorney with Miller, Cassidy, Larroa & Lewi~, Washington, DC
Charles Silberman
Yitzhak Greenberg
Rabbi Harold Schulwei.s, LA
Rabbi Alexander Schindler or
Alfred Gottschalk
Michael Walzer (Institute for Advanced Studies Princeton) "Constitutional Rights and the Shape of Civil
Society"
Martin Peretz (New Republic)
Leonard Fein (Moment)
Milton Himmelfarb

4:30-4:45 Coffee Break
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Monday, Feb. 15
4:45-6:30 or possibly
till 7 PM
III.

B. Role of Religion in Western Europe, Latin American,
the English speaking countries, Among Russian Jews
A panel discussion.
How do various national, societal factors influence the
development of Jewish life, interaction within the
Jewish community and relations with the larger society?
Foe example the fact that some countries, e.g., Canada
( ?) use tax revenue to pay for religious schools,
including Jewish religious schools, resulting in a
higher enrollment in Jewish day school than if parents
had to pay for them themselves •.
How does the French centralized administrative system
and non-pluralist ethos affect assimilation and
maintenance of Jewish ethnic/religious identity?
What ls the significance of France, Argentina and other
Latin countries being predominantly Catholic?
How have the constitutional changes in Spain affected
the Jewish position? ·
What does the off lcial status of the Anglican religion
in Britain affect its Jewish population?
What impact has the pluralistic nature and ethnic
diversity of Brazil and to a lesser extent Mexico had
on the development of the Jewish communities?
How is it that Sweden has a Conservative Jew as Chief
Rabbi (Morton Narrow). Has this lessened his authority?
How do these various societies provide funding for
non-Orthodox groups? What is the standing of the
non-Orthodox in the various countries?
Do~s the
strength of Orthodoxy depend on whether or not the
local (or national) Jewish communal organization

:

::
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(consistoire?) is Government sanctioned and is given
power to tax Jewish adherents or is given Government
funding?
Panelists

Nicole Goldman ("executive director, European Council of
Jewish Communities)
Rabbi Roberto Graetz (Buenos Aeres)
Israel Klabln (Ri9)
Alan Rose (Canadian Jewish Congress)
Rabbi Louis Jacobs or Sir Emanual Jakobovits or William
Frankel
Tullia Zevi (Rome)
Sam Toledano (Spain)
Dr. Ady Stelg, head of Alliance (Paris)
Dr. Barry Kosmln, (formerly with the British Board of
Deputies now research director for CJF in New York) excellent
source for demographic sociological information on U.S. and
Br i tlsh Jewry.

Do we want to discuss Russian Jews?

If so, Prof. Zvi Gittelman can discuss the

religious situation in the USSR in Isr~el .
Also Ellahu Essas has been suggested as one who can talk from his personal
experience.
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Tuesday, Feb. 16
9 AM - 1:30 PM

IV.

9-10: 15

A. 1. Foundations and Values of Israeli Democracy

Role of Religion in Israel

Justice Menachem Elon, Israel Supreme Court
traditional Jewish law as a source for contemporary
jurisprudence.
Justice Aron Barak (will be at Harvard and Yale in
fall)
Professor Ruth Gavison, religion-state relations and
civil rights
Moshe Llssak (Hebrew

U)

Christian-Jewish relations

discussants Zalman Abramov

10:15-11:00

2. Political, Social and Cultural Cleavages within the

Jewish Society, Including Position of Women
Gaby Sheffer (Hebrew University)
Eliezer Jaffe
Allee Shalvi
Leah Shaktiel
Coffee Break
11 :15-1.2:30

B. Panel Discussion
Identification of main issues and groups with regard to
the Secular-Religious Cleavage
Moshe Samet (Hebre~ U.) Changing definitions of Wh~ is a
Jew
*Mordechai Nisan "The Search for an Isra.e ll Ethos"
(pro-Gush)

Shlomo Av in er i - The secular, socialist democratic
elements in Labor Zionism, do they still provide a
meaningful basis for identification and motivation of the
people? or
*Hanan Porat
Henachem Friedman (expert on the Haredim) What is ~appen
ing within the religious camp (camps)?
Interaction of religious and secular elements in the peace
movement.
Janet Avlad (Shalom Achshav)
Uriel Simon (Oz ve Shalom)
Sammy Smooha and/or Yoram Perri - Sephardim and peace
Nlssim Rejwan (as a respondent)
Luncheon Break
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Tuesday, Feb. 16
Z-4 PH

V. Identification· and Discus sion of Strategies for Change
1. What 1 s the role of the school system in increasing
religious-secular polarizatio~, what can and needs to
be done to reverse this trend and utilize schools,
media, adult a~d youth organizations, etc., to inculcate a sense of Jewish unity, a love of Jewish ethical
values, an understanding and respect for Jewish
religious tradition without imposing conformity and
while ackno~ledging pluralistic traditions and diversity of practice.
Michael Rosenak
David Hartman
Zevulun Hammer
someone from Project Democracy
Aluf Hareven of Van Leer
Rabbi Shlomo Riskin
Daniel Tropper (Gesher Foundation)
Prof. Ora Zohar (Hebrew U.) American-born Israeli who
heads up teacher training programs in area of inculcating values
Plnhas Pell!, writes popular torah column
Nechama Leibowitz
2. Role of other education and opinion formation lnstrumentall ties
radio and television
the army
add to above persons:
Elihu Katz, Hanna Zemer, Thomas Friedman, Ellahu
Salpeter

.'

.

This

discussion ieads

natufaily

into the

next subject

VI Strengthening tile ValUes of Democracy and Pluralism
in ~ Israel ~nd the~ Diaspora

i. Mu.tual.. impact ...of Developments in the . Diaspora and
!Srael

·Daniel

Ela.tar

vitzhak Greenberg
(Charles Lie6man and David Hartman, cited above can
briefiy comment)
2. Role .of .Governmental and Private Groups .

Stuart Eiienstat

5<>1 Linowitz
Ehud oiR;ert.

Vossi Ben

Atiafori

Aninon Rubinstein
Norman lariim or Haskel Lookstein
represent~tlves

tionist

of

Conservatl~e,

Refofm, Reconstruc-

• ' '·

.

t
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Tuesday, Feb. 16
Reception and Dinner 7:30 PH
VII.

"WHAT WE CAN DO TOGETHER TO STRENGTHEN JEWISH UNITY
WITHIN A DEMOCRATIC, PLURALISTIC FRAMEWORK"

Co-Chairman Theodore Ellenof f
Avrahan Harman
President Chaim Herzog
Prominent Diaspora Leader (Sol Linowitz, Stuart Eizenstat?
Professor Yossef Yerushalmi, Prof. of Jewish Culture &
Society, Columbia University).
Mayor Teddy Kollek
Shlomo Riskin
Wednesday, Feb. 17

9:30-12:30

VIII. CONCLUSIONS AND IDEAS FOR FOLLOW-UP

(Future action, study)
We

may wish to move part of the program under VI and

VII for discussion at the concluding session.

Possibly have a rapporteur e.g. David Sidorsky summarize key points and issues that emerged at the
conference and have a free-for-all discussion among the
participants (each intervention to be limited to five
minutes maximum.)
6507-IRD
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of Media Relations

For Immediate Release

July 28, 1988

President Reagan today addressed the Student Congress on
Evangelism of Youth for Christ. He told the 9,000 youths,
gathered at the Washington, D.C. Convention Center, "Now,
although we Americans have done much to put our national life
back on the fi~m foundation of traditional values, there is still
a great deal to be done. And so today I want to challenge you
young people to see that our nation does still more -- still more
to return to the life-giving values of faith and f~ily."
Youth fon Christ was founded in 1944 with evangelist Billy Graham
as its first full-time staff member. Out of this ministry, 53
other organizations developed including the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association; World Vision; and Gospel Film. Youth
for Christ worked with over 200,000 students last year in over
1,200 ministries, including its recently founded junior high
ministry and its work .with over 133 public juvenile delinquent
institutions.
Eve~y three years, Youth for Christ holds its Student Congress on
Evangelism, a leadership training conference in Washington, D.C.
This year, the First Lady addressed the first day of the
Congress, and the President the second day.

For more information, call (202)456-6623 •
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
For Immediate · Release

July 28, 1988

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE STUDENT CONGRESS ON EVANG:ELISM
Washington convention Center
Was~ington, D.C.
11:30 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, and don't sit down. To begin
our time together, I just wonder wheth.er you would all remain
standing and join me in the Pledge of Allegiance. (Applause . )
(The Pledge is recited.)
Thank you very much. well, now, before I say anything ·
else, I want you to know just how much Nancy enjoyed being with you
last evening . (Applause.) She's put her heart into the battle
against drug abuse, and -- well, it just plain did her good to see so
many young people who are joining her in that crucial fight.
And, by the way, while having Nancy here yesterday was
good news for you, it was bad news for me. You see, she's a tough
act to follow. (Applause.)
But to all of you participating in this 1988 Student
Congress. on Evangelism, it's an honor to be with you . I know you
come from all over America -- some even from as far away as Alaska
(Applause.) -- and from a number of foreign countries as well. So
let me say welcome to Washington. And I hope you don't mind the
heat.
But since I'm talking to a churchgoing audience, this
heat reminds me of a story that took place back in my hometown of
Dixon, Illinois. (Applause.) It was one smeltering summer Sunday
evening, and the minister in our little church mounted the pulpit and
announced that he was going to preach the shortest sermon he had ever
given. And then he said just a single sentence. "If you think it's
hot now, just wait." (Laughter and applause.)
Well, I'm not going to preach a sermon. I thought
instead I'd simply share a few thoughts with you on a subject I've
had Che opportunity to think about quite a bit during the years I've
held this office -- the subject of moral and religious values in our
public life . And first I'd like to spend a moment or two looking at
the history of religion in our public life, and then I'd like to
speak about the challenge before us today.
Whenever I consider the history of this nation, I'm
struck by how deeply im.bued with faith the American people were, even
from the very first .
Many of the first settlers came for the express purpose
of worshipping in freedom. Historian Samuel Morison wrote of one
such group, "Doubting nothing and fearing no man, they undertook all
to set all crooked ways straight and create a new Heaven and a new
Earth. If they were not permitted to do that in England, they would
find some other place to establish their city of God." Well, that
place was this broad and open land we call America. (Applause.)

•

The debates over independence and the records of the
MORE

- 2 -

Constitutional Convention make it clear that the Foundinq Fathers
were sustained by their faith in God. In the Declaration of
Independence itself, Thomas Jefferson wrote all men are "endowed by
their creator with certain unalienable rights." And it was George
.. washinqton who s~id, "Of all the dispositions and habits which lead
to political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable
supports."
Well, later, the statesmen gathered in Philadelphia to
write what would become our Constitution. They often found
themselves at odds, their purpose lost in acrimony and self-interest,
until Benjamin Franklin stood one day and saic1, "I have been driven
many times --" Oh, no, I'm sorry. "I have lived a long time, and
the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth -that God governs in the affairs of men. And if a sparrow cannot fall
to the ground ~ithout his notice, is it probable that an empire can
rise without his aid?" (Applause.) And then he called that
constitutional convention to open each day with prayer, which it did.
For decades,. America remained a deeply religious country,
thanking God in peacetime and turning to him in moments of crisis.
During the Civil war, perhaps our nation's darkest hour, Abraham
Lincoln said, "I have been driven many times to my knees by the
conviction that I had nowhere else to go." Well, believe me, no one
can serve in this office without understandinc;r and believinq exactly
what he said . (Applause.)
During World War II, I remember a rally to promote war
bonds that was held at Madison Square Garden in New York.
(Applause.) Th:e rally featured the great fiqUres from gov,e rnlllent and
great stars of the theater. And many times those people proclaimed
-- almost virtually every one of them who came out on the staqe and
addressed the vast audience -- almost every one of them pr,o claimed
that God was on our side.
And then it remained for a $54-a-month buck private to
speak nine words that no one there that day will ever forg"et. His
name was Joe Louis -- yes, the Joe Louis who had come from the cotton
fields to become the world heavyweight prize-fightinq champion. And
now, this $54-a-month private walked out to center staqe after all
these other celebrities had been there, and he said, "I know we'll
win, because we•_r e on God's side." (Applause.) There was just a
hushed moment of silence, and then that crowd came to their feet with
just about the most heartfelt applause and ovation that anyone has
ever heard. The master of ceremonies was the comedian George Jessel,
and George said , "Joe, you have just laid a rose on Abraham Lincoln's
grave."
Well, during the civil rights struggles of the fifties
and early sixties, millions worked for equality in the name of their
Creator. Civil rights leaders like Dr. Martin Luther King based all
their efforts on the truth that , black or white, each of us is a
child of God. And they stirred our nation to the very depths of its
soul. (Applause.)
And so it has been through most of our history. All our
material wealth and all our influene have been built on our faith in
God and the bedrock vaiues that follow from that faith. The great
French philosopher visited our country, Alexis de Tocqueville, 150
years ago. Ke wanted to see if he could find the secret of our
greatness already, as a young country. And then he observed that
America is great because America is good. And if she ever ceases to
be good, she will cease to be great . (Applause.)
This brings me to the challenges of the present day • . For
we must admit that in recent years America did seem to lose some of
her reliqious and moral bearings.
We saw the signs all around us . Years ago, pornography,
while available, was mostly sold under the counter. By the mid-70s
MORE
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it was available virtually on every maqazine rack in every drug store
or shop in the land. Oruq abuse used to be confined to limited
numbers of adults. During the 6Qs and 70s, it . spread throuqh the
nation like a fever, affectinq children as well as adults and
involving druqs that were once unheard of, drugs like LSD and PCP.
But perhaps most important, the American family used to
be the unquestioned basic building block of our society. And then
families too often found themselves under pressure from government
taxation, welfare policies that were spinning out of control, and
social mores that were being undermined. Liberal attitudes viewed
promiscuity as acceptable, even stylish.
Between 1970 and 1980, the number of two-parent families
dropped while the number of single-parent families almost doubled.
Teenage pregnancies increased significantly. And although total
births declined during the decade betwen 1970 and 1980, the number of
illegitimate births rose about a quarter of a million.
These problems are still with us. But I believe there's
been a change -- a change that you young people. here today are part
of. The Bible says: "If my people who are called by my name humble
themselves and pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked
ways, then I will hear from Heaven, and forqive their sin and heal
their land... (Applause.) Many, many years aqo, my mother had
underlined that particular passage in the Bible. And I had her Bible
that I could place my hand on when I took the oath of office in 1980.
(Applause.) And I had it opened to that passage that she had
underlined. Today, more and more Americans are seeking His face.
And, yes, He has begun to heal our land. (Applause.)
An overvhelming nine out of ten Americans pray.
.
Audiences for religious books are growing. The modern co!llllunications
media are beinq used for evangelism -- just consider, for example,
the videotapes made by Youth for Christ; or the wonderful programminq
on a new cable channel called Eternal Word Television -- a channel
started by a woman of immense determination and joy, a nun called
Mother Angelica. I was struck when, in my reading a while back, I
came across this quotation from the Harvard Theologian, Harvey cox:
"Rather than the cynical careerist types who supposedly have filled
the campuses, I see young people who are intensely interested in
moral issues, in religious history and beliefs."
Well, if I might interject a personal thought here,
there's something I've always wanted to say to a group of young
people like all of you. Yes, you get a lot ot advice from those of
us who are older. But I feel so deeply about what I'm about to say
that -- well, I'm going to go right ahead and give you one more piece
of advice.
I'm sure that each of you believes that someday you'll
find someone to fall in love with -- and you will. And sometimes you
may qet frustrated, and, yes, finding the right one may take lonqer
than you thought. But don't worry, it will happen. For each of you,
out there someplace is that -- to be a man or woman. And it's
important for you not to pay any attention at all to a~l those who
say that promiscuity is somehow stylish or rewarding. You know that
when you meet that person, and even in marriaqe -- tha.t you will be
true to each other. Well, did you ever stop to think you can start
being true to that one special person beginning now? (Applause.)
No, the right thing to do is to wait for that one special person -beginning now. (Applause.)
But as I was saying, our administration has worked hard
to reflect the return to basic values that you and so many others
across the country have helped to bring about.
our administration has worked hard to reflect this return
to basic values. In the courts, our administration has fought to
defend America's cherished religious liberties -- always opposing
MORE
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those who would promote qovernment hostility to reliqion. To this
day, it astonishes me that some would so misread the constitution as
to claim that it forbids us from displayinq in pUblic symbols of
God's promise to mankind -- or prevents us from mentioni~q His name
in the Pledge of Allegiance in our schools.
We won a major victory in the Supreme court this year
that you might not have heard about, the Kendr~ck Decision.
In this case, Congress had included religious qroups in
its proqram of counseling young people in order to prevent teen
pregnancies. This only makes sense -- since in so many other ways,
churches are better at reaching young people than qovernment could
ever be.
Some challenged this proqram.
Supreme Court rejected that challenge.

But, I'm happy to say, the

on another front, our administration has enacted laws
makinq it tougher -- much tougher -- for criminals to 40 business in
what is perhaps the lowest form cf human exploitation, child
pornography. And we're working to do still more. Indeed, last year
we sutlmitted to Congress a major piece of antipornography
legislation, the Child Protection and Obscenity E~forcement Act of
1987. We sUbmitted that leqislation to Congress for its immediate
consideration and enactment • . But today, this legislation is still
be~ng held up.
If the Rouse ~nd senate leadership really care about
family values, isn't it time they brouqht this antipornography
leqislation to a vote? (Applause.)
we enacted the Equal Access Act of 1984, giving voluntary
religious groups the right to meet after school on the same basis as
other qroups. (Applause. ) More legislation may prove necessary, but
the basic principle is clear. ~ just have to believe -- and I'm sure
you agree -- that if a math group or chess clUb can meet after
school, then so can a prayer group. (Applause.)
And there's another measure that we've worked for -school prayer.
So far, we haven't succeeded in persuadin~ t~e
Congress to enact legislation that would once again permit voluntary
prayer in America's schools. But I'm convinced that, one day soon,
such a measure will be passed. If Benjamin Franklin rose to invoke
the Almighty as the Constitution itself was being drafted -- if the
Congress of the United States opens each day with prayer -- then
isn't it time we let God back into the classroom? (Applause.)
Now, although we Americans have done much to put our
national life back on the firm foundation of traditional values,
there is still a great deal to be done. And so today I want to
challenge you younq people to see that our n~tion does still more
still more to return to the life-qiving values of faith and family.
I want to challenge you in particular to work and pray with regard to
four crucial issues.
First, a matter much on my heart -- we must do ou.r duty
as a nation to generations yet unborn. We cannot proclaim the noble
ideal that human life is sacred , and then turn our backs on ·the
taking of some 4,000 unborn children's lives every day. This must
stop. (Applause.)
our Constitution guarantees "life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness." An abortion is the taking of a human life .
(Applause.)
Many who seek abortions do so in harrowing circumstances.
And just as tolerance means accepting that many in good faith hold
views different from our own, it also means that no man or woman
should sit in judgement on another. I believe -- and Vice President
Bush believes with me -- that we must rise above bitterness and
reproach to find positive answers to the tragedy of abortion.
MORE
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By the way, I was impressed and moved 'to learn that one
1
y·o unq woman here today has done· just that. Carolyn Deming, who
became involved with campus life as a young person, has begun a home
for unwed mothers. Who knows how many unborn children's lives
Carolyn and others like he.r have saved? Using love and imagination
to save lives, my friends -- (applause.)
It ' s clear that you agree
that that is the answer . Then there's the battle against drug abuse.
I don't have to say much here, because Nancy said it all last
evening. So let me just ask you: Won't you join Nancy, Vice
Presdident Bush, and me in urging all America•s young people to,
"just say no." (Applause.)
Then there's an issue you're not too young to begin
thinking a.bout, even now
a restoration of the American family .
When we obey the ~ommandment, "honor thy father and
mother," we're recognizing all the sacrifices our parents made to
raise us. But we're also honoring the institution our parents
entered into and carried on -- the institution of marriage and the
family itself. The family provides children with a haven of love and
concern. For parents, it _provides a sense of purpose and meaning in
life. When the tamily is strong, the nation is strong. When the
family is weak, the nation itself is at risk.
There's one specific issue that's important to mention
here, an issue being discussed in the current presidential campaign
-- child care. Vice President Bus~ has proposed an innovative plan,
one that would strengthen· the family for poor and working families.
The Vice President's plan would pr ovide a refundable tax credit of
$1,000 per child. Now, the basic idea here is that the government
would simply let families keep up to $1,000 more of their own money.
That's money the family itself can decide on how to spend. Working
mothers could put the money toward child care. But by giving each
family this tax credit the Vice President's plan would also permit
thousands of mothers to choose to stay home with their children.
(Applause.)
Many of you also are already of voting age. And so in
the name of the family itself, I urge you to join me in doing your
part in local, state, and national politics. And with regard to
voting, I like to paraphrase Will Rogers. He pointed out that people
holding public office are no better or worse than the people who
voted for them to send them there. But, he said, they're all better
than those who don't vote at all. So if this democracy -- (applause)
-- if this democracy of ours is to be preserved, we mus~ all exercise
our precious right to vote. (Applause.)
Finally, in this age when electronics beam messages
around the globe in a few seconds, we must work to separate
half-truths from the whole truth -- including the truth about the
difference between free and totalitarian societies.
Today there are profound changes underway in the
communist world -- ~y trip to Moscow convinced me of that. And of
all the changes underway, perhaps none holds more hope for the future
than Mr. Gorbachev•s statements that the Soviet Union would soon
grant its believers certain new freedoms. (Applause.)
But while we pray for those inside the communist world,
we must cherish the freedoms that we already enjoy -- cherish a
nation founded in freedom.
Just think of those words we recited a few moments ago.
The Pledge of Allegiance asserts that our nation is under
God -- an unthinkable statement in too many countries around the
world today. And it proclaims the ideals of liberty and justice -ideals that we may not have completely achieved, but that as a free
people we're constantly striving toward.
MORE
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If I could interject he~e something -- you know, I know
in our land of ~reedom, eve?"Yone, if they want to choose -atheism
instead of a belief in God, that's their riqht to do so. But I have
always felt that I would like someday to entertain an atheist at
dinner and serve the most gourmet, perfect dinner that has ever been
served, and then at the end of the meal, ask that atheist if he
believes there's a cook. (Applause.)
We must cherish our nation, work to make her better
still, and never stop sayi_n g this simple prayer, God bless America.
Permit me to close now on a personal note with a few
thoughts from my heart. You know, hardly a day goes by that I'm not
told -- sometimes in letters, sometimes by people I meet -- that
they're praying for me. It's a warm but humbling feeling. I know
that many of you pray probably for me and for all our government
leaders. Well, I appreciate your prayers more deeply than I can say.
I grew up in a home where I was taught to believe in
intercessory prayer. I know it's those prayers and millions like
them that are building high and strong the cathedral of freedom that
~e call America~ those prayers and millions like them that will
always keep our country secure and make her a force for good in this
too troul:>led world.
And that's why as a nation we must embrace our faith, for
as long as we endeavor to do good -- and we must believe that will be
always -- we will find our strenqth, our hope, and our true happiness
in prayer and in the Lord's will. (Applause .)
I'd like to tell you a story that is related by Dr . Paul
Brand, the noted leprosy specialist, in his book, "Fearfully And
Wonderfully Made."
Dr. Brand tells of how, after World War II, a group of
German students volunteered to help rebuild a cathedral in England
that had been a casualty of the German -- the Luftwaffe bombings.
And as these young Ger111ans worked, progressed -and progressed, and
debate broke out on how best to restore a large statue of Jesus with
his arms outstretched and bearing the familiar inscription, "Come
Unto Me."
Careful patching could repair all the bomb damage to the
statue except for Christ's hands, which had been -destroyed by the
bomb fragments. ·Should they attempt the delicate task of reshaping
those hands?
And finally, the young .workers reached a decision that
still stands today. The statue of Jesus has no hands, but the
inscription reads,
"Christ has no hands but ours."
Isn ' t that really what He was trying to tell us?
(Applause.)
Thank you all and God bless you all.
END

(Applause.)
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The American Jewish Comminee protects the rights and freedoms of Jews the
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SARASOTA, Sept. 6 •.. Swift action taken by the Sarasota-Tampa chapter of the American
Jewish Committee, in cooperation with the Baptist Joint COllllllittee on Public Affairs,
The Interfaith, Interracial Council and the Sarasota Ministerial Council , to publicize
and condemn a political-religious document calling

~or

a public and official "confession"

of the " supremacy of Jesus Christ" as a criterion for holding office has led to retractions and apologies by seven of the nine Sarasota County candidates who had signed it
and an outpouring of public outrage over the document ' s unconstitutionality and breach
of church/state separation.
On August 2, 25 political candidates running for various positions in Sarasota
County appeared at a forum sponsored by We The People, a four year-old, one-man organization that seeks to inform Christian voters about candidates' positions on issues, with
specific focus on their_Qersonal relationship with God and how that would affect their
behavior in office •
.

_Af~er

a _short speech, each :andidate was asked to sign

in front of an audience of approximately 125 people.
"My desire .is to see America

The

a~eclaration

pledg~

of

Depende'KP~

read, in part-:-

return to its Christian heritage •••

"I recognize that this will only be possible as I and other Americans ••. place our
faith in Jesus Christ.
"May that day soon come when our beloved nation will publicly and officially confess:
' we the people of the United States of America distinctly acknowledge our responsibility
to God, and the supremacy of his Son, Jesus Christ ... and hereby ordain that no law shall
be passed by the Congress of these United States inconsistent with the will of God, as
revealed in the Holy Scriptures."'
Of the 25 candidates, nine signed the document; 16 refused.

The declaration was

made public by We The People , who will later endorse candidates and run advertisements
announcing the endorsements in local papers and in the newsletter published by Scott Carter,
director of We The People, which boasts a circulation of 8,500.

Mr. Carter claims that

he is funded entirely through contributions and that volunteers help with the work.
In denouncing the pledge, Harriet Abrahm, director of the Sarasota-Tampa chapter of
the AJC, stressed that the document is offensive to anyone who belie.v es in democracy.
Th.eodore £1renott. President, Lro Nevu, Chair. Soard ot Govm1ors; Rebert S. J1cobs, Chair, Ni_Uon411 hecutive Council; Edward IE. Elson, Chair. Board ot Trustees
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"This document is tantamount to promoting a state religion in this country," she
stated.
(

"Basically, ~it would be establishing an official national religion, which is

contrary to Article VI of the Constitution."
Ms. Abrahm added: "The United States is not 'Christian'; it is a religiously
pluralistic nation which treats all its citizens as equals and regards religious affilia-

·-

tion as a matter of personal choice.
"To insist that there is only one legitimate religion in this country, and that all
people outside it are second-class citizens, goes against American history, American
values and the American Constitution," she concluded.
Various interreligious, interracial and civic organizations as well as scores of
local citizens joined the AJC in speaking out against the pledge.
In a statement issued by the Interfaith, Interracial Council, the organization
stated: "We recognize that it is both legitimate and desirable for religious groups arid
clergy to take posit·ions on issues and policies tha,t relate to their ideals of what
constitutes a good society.
positions on these issues.

Similarly, it is appropriate to question candidates on their
We oppose those actions which attempt to convert political

parties and candidates into sectarian groups and advocates.
initiatin~

We oppose the action of

religious tests as a qualification for public office."

Oliver S. Thomas; General Counsel of the Baptist Joint ColllOlittee on Public Affairs,
asserted that "such a blurring of the line of separation between church and state is
always frightening, particularly when candidates acquiesce in this affront to religious
( liberty."
He added: "Article VI of the Constitution which states that 'no religious test shall
ever be required as a qualification to any office or public trust under the United States'
makes clear this never was intended to be a Christiai;i nation.

It was intended to be a

nation where Christian.ity, Judaism and any other religion would be_ free to prosper
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-·--------- -

dependent solely upon the -persuasion of its doctrine and the power of the truth."
After many letters of protest to-the-editor expressing "shock," "amazement" and
"disgust" over the document, as well as articles and colllOlentaries in local newspapers,
and TV news reports, seven of the candidates withdrew their signatures from the document
and publicly apologized for any offense it may have caused to Christians and non- Christians
alike.
Commenting on the incident, Irving M. Levine, AJC's national affairs director,said:

-more-

-3"We were appalled and quite shocked that such a large number of cai;ididates would
sign a pledge that was so contrary to the spirit of religious diversity and which
seriously violated the constitutional prohibition against a religious test for office.
The editorials, · letters to-the-editor and the support we received from Christian clergy
~

and others was most heartening and we are certain it helped convince many of the
candidates that they had made a serious error."
(The "Declaration of Dependence" is attached).
In a recent issue of a We The People

~ewsletter,

a campaign has been launched

encouraging Christian subscribers to become "Ambassadors for Christ" by signing the
declaration themselves and running for office as local precinct chairmen and·• later to
form a majority in the Republican Executive Committees in Manatee and Sarasota counties,
the main county level organization representing the Republican par·ty.
Currently, 72 people have signed and returned the declaration to Mr. Carter, ·with
36 tunni.n g unopposed .
"The AJC is most concerned with this latest development", said Ms. Abtahm, "and
we, along with other concerned groups _and individuals, will be closely monitoring these
elections.

We find this push for a shift from democracy to theocracy very frightening.

It's a principle that runs counter to everything we
The American Jewish

Couimit~ee

is

~his

st~nd

for as a nation."

country's pioneer human relations organization.

Founded in 1906_, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious rights of Jews
here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people
everywhere.

88-960-142

DECLARATION OF DEPENDENCE
My desire is to see .America return to its Christian Heritage ·which
gave us private property, the free enterprise system, biblical judicial
law, a strong national defense, responsible fiscal policy, public
morality and

li~ited

government.

I recognize that this will only be possible as I and other Americans
freely confess our personal and national sins, place our faith in
Jesus Christ, seek to be obedient to the principles of the Bible, and
pray for God's mercy upon this nation.

As a candidate for public office I want my views to be publicly known
and hope that enough voters share my

conce~s

and in turn elect me

to off ice.

Finally, I acknowledge that the following prayer expresses my feelings.

"May that day Soon come when our beloved nation will publicly and officially
confess:

we the people of the United States of America distinctly

acknowledge our

responsibili~y

to God, and the supremacy of his Son, Jesus

Christ, as King of kings and LORD of lords; and hereby ordain that no law
shall be passed by the congress of these United States inconsistent with
the will of God, as revealed in the Holy Scriptures. AMEN.

SO LET IT BE."
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"The Church and Racism": Implications for Catholic-Jewish Dialogue
By Dr. Eugene J. Fisher, Director for Catholic-Jewish Relations,

National Conference of Catholic Bishops
On February 10, 1989, the Holy See's Council Iustitia et Pax Qustice and Peace) released one
of the most remarkable ·documents to come out of Rome since the Second Vatican Council:
Entitled "The ~hurch and Racism: Toward a More Fraternal Society," the Holy See's statement
at once synthesizes and analyzes a vast amount of historical data on the "phenomenon" of racism
since the beginning.ofChristianity, and at the same time offers a theoretical and practical antidote
to it. The following Sectio.n by Section commentary will seek t0 deal with the document's implications especially for Jewish-Christian relations today.
1. Introduction and Part One: Racism in History
The document defines racism as "contempt for a race characterized by its ethnic origin, color
or language," and refines that definition by noting that the racist's sen.se <;>f superiority is not just
cultural but is based on a belief that the other is " inferior because of innate biological reasons."
This definition will help the reader to follow certain critical distinctions made by the·document
in its presentation.
The document notes at the outset that its brief survey of "racist behavior throughout history"
is presented in a spirit that does not seek "to gloss over the weaknesses and even, at tin:ies, ·
complicity of certain Church leaders as well as of other members of the church" in the development and practice of racism over the centuries. Rather, it seeks to analyze the growth of intergroup
antipathy to its a·potheosis in modern, racial antisemitism, calling the latter "the most tragic form
that racist ideology has assumed in our century," citing specifically the Holocaust in this context
(Section 15). Indeed, with regard to the practices of the colonial powers and the slave trade, for
example, the document candidly admits that Church leaders "at times even gave it encouragement on the basis offalse interpretations.of the Bible," a st~tement no less true, of course, of the
development of antisemitism within Europe.
The document's historical analysis; I believe, is both persuasive and crucial to the contemporary dialogue between Jews and Christians. It states, quite correctly, that what we understand today to be racism as such was not a phenomenon that existed in the Greco-Roman world
of antiquity, and much less among the Jews of biblical times.
"The Church and Racism" in this section and later in Section III confronts directly a lingering element of the ancient "teaching of contempt" against Jews and Judaism, the pernicious
dichotomy between so-called Jewish panicularity and Christian universalism. Stating that the
Hebrew people "were aware to a unique degree of God's love for them" because of God's
"gratuitous covenant" with them,"it notes that biblical Judaism did not make other people, even
idolatQrs, "the object ofdisparagement or of a divine curse because of their ethnic diversity. The
criterion ofdistinction was religious." Similarly, in para. 20, the document·states that "The choice ·
of the Jewish people does not contradict this universalism (evinced in the book of Genesis). It
was a divine pedagogy which wanted to assure the preservation and development of faith in the
Eternal, who is unique, thus giving a basis to the ensuing responsibilities. If the people oflsrael
were aware of a special bond with God, they also affirmed that there was a covenant of the entire

· human race with God and that even in the covenant made with them, all peoples are called to
salvation." This statement, I believe, captures the spirit of the Jewish self-view of the concept
of chosenness. The text goes on to employ the same dynamic of complementary tension (rather
than contradiction) between particularism and universalism to the Church's own self-image a~
a people called into being by God for the sake of God's plan of salvation for all humanity.
While Jewish readers might not be as sanguine as the authors about the practical effectiveness
of the early Church's view of itself as being "a new people in whom the first two races from a
religious perspective, that is the Jews and the pagans, met, having been reconciled in Christ,"
the analytical point at issue should be acceptable to all objective observers. That point is that
the distinctions made by the Church Fathers and even in the Middle Ages were "spiritual" ones,
not racial or historical distinctions. The distinction here will become important later in the text
when it takes up the issue of modern, racial antisemitism as we know it today, a phenomenon
that the authors perceive to be, while historically related, qualitatively different than the religious
polemics which preceded the modern age. Thus, one cannot properly go directly from the pages
of the New Testament to the death camps of Nazi-occupied Europe as some writers have
erroneously done. Such historical shorthand, as I call it, is simply inadequate. It fails to take
into acount the two millenia of history that intervened between the one and the other.
The text does acknowledge with refreshing candor that the religious stereotypes and th·!
prejudices founded on religious polemics did indeed have disastrous consequences in sins commil·1ed by Christians against Jews during the Middle Ages, a period when the Church quite often
held direct political power overJews: "The Jews, considered the tenacious witnesses of a refusal
to believe in Christ, were often the object of serious humiliations, accusations and proscriptions."
Meant here, of course, are such phenomena as the suppressive legislation of the Fourth Lateran
Council in the 13th century (distinctive clothing, etc.), ghettoes, disputations, Talmud burnings,
etc., etc. The butchery of the Crusaders against the Jews, on the other hand, as well as such
phenomena as the well-poisoning and blood libel charges, were explicitly, if too often ineffectually, condemned by the Popes even a.t the time and were considered to be sinful deeds then
as now.
.
With reference to the widespread perception among medieval Christians reported here that
Jews were "tenacious witnesses" of a rejection of.belief in Christ, it is important to note another
relevant document of the Holy See. This is the 1985 "Notes on the Correct Presentation ofJews
and Judaism." The "Notes" rebut such misperceptions quite explicitly, at the same time neatly
reversing the negative polemic that the Diasppra was a divine punishment visited upon Jews for
the alleged "rejcc.t ion" ofJesus: " The history of Israel did not end in 70 A .D. (cf., Guidelines,
U). It continued, especially in a numerous Diaspora which allowed Isra~l to carry to the whole
world a witness-often heroic-of its fidelity to the one God and to 'exalt God in the presence
of all the living' (Tobit 13:4). while preserving the memory of the land of their forefathers at the
hean of their hope (Passover Seder)." This seemingly innocuous statement turns the ancient
polemic literally on its head. Continuing Jewish witness in and to the world is no longer to be
viewed negatively by Christians as "tenacious" but positively as "heroic." The phrase "heroic
witness" in the Church refers, of course, to martyrdom. \\'hat is being suggested in the "Notes,"
then, is that those Jews throughout the ages who suffered for their faith (Kiddush Ha Shem) at
the hand of Christians are to be seen by Christians today as authentic martyrs. Just as the Cath<?lic
Church in its liturgical calendar remembers "the Holy Maccabees, martyrs'; as models offaith
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for Christians to emulate, so too shouid Christians ~ommemorate the martyrdom of countless
Jews over the centuries as witnesses to God's·covenantal faithfulness to the Jewish people and
of the Jewish people's faithfulness to God. When we Christians think ofJews, the category that
should come to mind is "fidelity" not "rejection." Indeed, I would suggest that we Christians
must remove the notion of "rejection" completely and permane.ntly from our vocabulary when
speaking ofJews aJ1dJudaism. It is inaccurate on both h istorical and theological ground~. The
Jews did not and do not reject God's will for ~hem as revealed on Sinai and through the prophets.
As Pope John Paul II stated to the tiny remnant of the Jewish community in Warsaw, there is
a continuing Jewish mission in and to the world that has its own distinctive purpose in God's
plan: "Today this nation oflsrael has become a loud warning voice for all humanity. More than
anyone else, it is precisely you Qews) who have become this saving warning. In this you continue
your particular vocation, showing yourselves to be still the heirs of that election to which God
is faithful." CTune 14, 1987)

2. Colonial Racism and Modern anti-Semitism

,.

Paras. no. 3-6 of this Section offer an analysis I have not seen in any other official document
of the Church with regarq to anti-Semitism. They link together the pseudo-scientific racism,
created by the colonial powers in Europe and the Americas in an attempt to rationalize the
suppression of indigenous inhabitants and the depredations of the slave trade, with the development of modem, pseudo-scientific, racial antisemitism. Many scholars, such as YosefYerushalmi
and Leon Poliakov, have noted the fact that if the polemics against Judaism of the New Testa., ment and the early Church lead logically to genocide, that would logically have happened
sometime in the medieval period when the Chu·rch held real political and even military power.
But it didn't. In fact, in the papal states where Chur~h iaw was applied with some consistency,
very little violence was actually perpetrated against Jews over the centuries, since Church law
thoughout the Middle Ages held it an excommunicabie offense to do violence against Jews or
to disrupt Jewish worship. The relatively peaceful history of relations between Italian Catholics
and Italian Jews may help to explain why, in the 20th Century, racial antisemitism of the type
propagated so effectively by the Nazis in certain other parts of Europe never took hold in Italy_
Despite the fact that Mussolini, until his demise, was a military ally of Hitler, and despite the
fact that the Nazis directly took over control of the country, occupying Rome in September of
1943, some 80% ofltalianJews survived, many of them, as in Assisi, hidden in monasteries and
convents throughout the country. So too, wherever the Italian army went, Jewish lives were saved_
· Again, while this does not at all exculpate Christians from the tragic results of centuries of the
·teaching of contempt in laying the groundwork, as it were, for Nazi antisemitism by margi.naJiiing
th~ Jews in Christian society and thus making of them an all too convenient scapegoat all too
often in Christian history, it should give pause to those who would go simplistically from Church
teacf:iingw genocide. In assessing the Shoah, distinctions must be made on a country by country and even within a country on a region by region basis. We should today be well past the time
when general statements of collective guilt are acceptable whether these apply to Jews or
Christians_
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3. Modern Racial anti-Semitism
Para. 3 suggests that the m<;_>ti'vation for ¢e development of modern racist theory can be found
in the attempt by the colonial conquerors and slavers " to justify their actions." Though denounced
by the Holy See, "unhappily" with little effect, this pseudo-scientific theory "sought fO deduce
an essential difference of a hereditary biological nature, in order to affirm that the subjugated
peoples belong to intrinsically inferior 'races' with regard to their mental, moral or social qualities.
It was at the end of the 18th century that the word 'race' was used for the first time to classify
human beings biologically" (para. 5).
It did not take long for the racial theorists of Europe to apply their pernicious ideology to the
traditional "other" in Europe's midst, the Jewi.s h people. Interestingly, leadi.ng the way in this
evil endeavor appear to have been leading figures in the so-called "Enlightenment," such as
Voltaire (cf., A. Hertzberg, The French Enlightenment and the Jews, Columbia University, 1968).
Thus began a distinctively new phase in the history of anti-Semitism (cf., E. Fisher, "AntiSemitism and Christianity: Theories and Revisions of Theories" in H . Hir5ch and]. Spiro, eds.,
Persistent Prtjudice: Perspectives on Anti-&mitir_m, George Mason University, 1988). While from the
perspective of the teaching of contempt the "solution" to the theological " problem" posed by
Jewish unbelief in Christ was conversion, from the perspective of the secular theoreticians of race,
there simply was no solution to "the Jewish problem." Jews, Voltaire and his followers such as
Gobineau, Wagner and Chamberlain opined, could not be assimilated into European.culture
no matter what they did. Jews were no longer simply " reprobate" or "unbelievers." They were
subhuman. As the Vatican document succinctly comments: "Such theses had considerable reso·
nance in Germany. It is well known that the National-Socialist totalitarian party made a racist
ideology the basis of its insane program aimed at the physical elimination of those it deemed
belonging to 'inferior races.' This murderous folly struck first and foremost the Jewish people
in unheard-of proportions, as well as other peoples, such as the Gypsies ... and categories of person
such a~ the handicapped."
Likewise,. along with the rise of the "Enlightenment" there came a corresponding relaxation
of the traditions of moral restraint that had typified Christian Europe. With the Church's voice
muted by seeularism, and with the sense of the God-centeredness of the world similarly dissipated
as an underlying social force, one had only to re-define a group out of the category of "human"
in order to loose all bonds of moral hesitancy on what a dominant group could or would do to
a minority group.

·3. The Church and the Shoah
Para. 7 cites several clear and unambiguous condemnations of antisemitism issued by the Holy
See beginning with a directive of 1928, and including a major encyclical issued in German by
Pope Pius XI in 193 7, and strong condemnations issued by Pope Pius XII in 1939 and 1942 (cf.,
Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights, Pius XII and the Holocaust, 1988, containing
· essays by Dr. Joseph Lichten of ADL and Rev. Robert Graham, SJ).
·Can such papal statements, clear as they were at the time according to contemporary accounts,
. be considered to be sufficient or adequate to the challenge of the day? By one criterioneffectiveness, clearly not. Had they been sufficient, simply put, six million Jews would not have
been systematically murdered in lands presumably "Christian" for centuries. While Nazis were

4

... .,. certainly not Chri.stians but in their ideology apostates fJ;om Christianity, the fact remains that·
they were in the main baptized into the Church. And so a specific sense of Chr~stian responsiblity, if not guilt, remains for us to grapple with today, especially in view of the long, tragic
history outlined above. (Cf., John Morley, Vatican Diplomacy and the Jews During the Holocaust,
_Schocken, 1980.)
But the criterion of effectiveness is two-edged. The presumption behind German Protestant
Rolf Hochhuth's 1963 propagandistic attempt (The Deputy) to place all blame on the lonely
shoulders of Pope Pius XII was that papal utterances hold some kind of magic wand. A single
word from the pope and national socialism would have disappeared. World War II would not.
have happened. Therefore, Hochhuth believed, it was all the fault of the pope, whose "silence,"
qmsciously and maliciously, as he porttays history, allowed it to happen.
If one accepts Hochhuth's definition of the question, of course, one is driven to his conclu- .
sion, as for example Marc Saperstein is in his otherwise excellent and well-balanced recent book,
Mommts ofCrisis in Jewish Christian &lations (SCM/Trinity Press, 1989, pp. 53 ff.). But if one allow
for a more nuanced view of what were the possible options actually open to the Holy See at the
time, one ends us with a still quite critical but much less naive understanding of the painful decisions made by this much-misunderstood pope, as.has, recently, Michael Marrus in his volume,.
The Holocaust in History (University Press of New England, 1987).
For my own part, I will not attempt to adjudicate this vastly complex issue here, save to note
that it must, on all sides, be approached with extreme care and sensitivity. I would urge both
Jews and Catholics not to attempt to approach the manifold interrelated issues involved in isolation
from one another. Rather, they ought to be worked on by scholars of both communities working together in dialogue, avoiding both the temptation to defensiveness on the one hand and
polemics on the other. Happily, representatives of the Holy See and the International Jewish
Committee for lnterreligious Consultations began such a process, in Prague, in September 1990,
iss.uing a joint statement calling for "Teshuvah (Repentance) and Reconciliation" (origins,
September 20, 1990, page 235).
As an American Catholic born in 1943, one who quite lite.rally attended his first interreligious
event (a joint banquet of B'riai B'rith and the Knights of Columbus organized by my father)
in his mother's womb. I feel no personal guilt for what was done by dedared enemies of my country and my Church. On the other hand, as a Catholic united in faith and sacrament with all
members of the Church, I must assume responsibility for the past and more significantly for
the future of Christianity. I must make my own the words of Pope john Paul II: "There is no
doubt that the sufferings endured by the Jews (in the Shoah) are also for the Catholic Church
a motive of sincere sorrow, especially when one thinks of the indifferenc,e and sometimes resentment which, in particular historical circumstances, have divitjedjews and Christians. Indeed,
this evokes in us still firmer resolutions to cooperate for justice and true peace" (Letter to
Archbishop john L. May, President, NCCB, on receiving a volume of papitl addresses on Jews
and Judaism co-edited by myself and Rabbi Leon Klenicki,John Paul II 011jews andjudaism,
Washington, D.C. USCC/ADL, 1987). And again: "Considering history in the light ofthe principles of faith in God, we must also reflect on the catastrophic events of then Shoah, that ruthless
and inhumaq. attempt to exterminate the Jewish people of Europe, an attempt that resulted in
millions of victims-including women and children, the elderly and the sick-exterminated only ·
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because they wei:eJews. It is to be hoped that common educational programs on our historical
and religious relations, which are well developed in your country, will truly promote mutual
respect and teach future generations about th~ Holocaust so that never again will such a horror
be possible. Never again! (Miami, September 11, 1987)
4. Section II: anti·Semitism, Terrorism and Anti·Zionism
Section I( para's 8-1~ speak of seve~~ contemporary "manifestations of systematic racial
mistrust" around the world, citing anti-semitism as "the most tragic form" of the century. Speaking in an uncharacteristically caustic tone of those who feel they have " nothing to learn from
the crimes of the past," the ~6cument mentions "orga~izations, with branches in many countries" which "keep alive the anti·Semitic racist myth with the support of networks of publications" (para. 15), and renews once again the Holy See's consistent and strong condemnation ·
of any and all "terrorist acts which have Jewish persons or symbols as their targets," a monitum
sadly most pertinent in these days of desecrations ofJewish cemeteries in France and fearful
rumblings of new anti-Semitic uprisings in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union.
Interestingly, it is in this context of a condemnation of terrorism that the document takes up
so-called anti-Zionism. Noting that it is not necessarily "of the same order" as anti-Semitism
since there can be a valid questioning of the policies of the State of Israel, it cautions Catholics
that anti-Zionism "serves at times as a screen for anti-Semitism, feeding on it and leading to
it." Here, it might be recalled that Presidents of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops
in 1975 and agai_n in 1986 have condemned the United ~ations resolution labelling Zionism a
form of racism as "unjust" and "deplorable" and called for its immediate repeal.

5. Anti·Racism: The Christian Vision
Section III (para's. 17-23) presents the Christian doctrine of the human person as the basis
-of the Church's response to the appeals of l'.'acist ideology. As in Judaism, Catholic doctrine is
rooted in the vision of Torah: "According to biblical revelation, God crea~ed the human beingman and woman-in his image and likeness. This bond between the human person and the
Creator provides the basis of his or her dignity and fundamental inalienable rights of which God
is the guarantor. Faith in the one God, creator and redeemer of all mankind, made in God's image
and li~eness, constitutes the abs~lute and unescapable negation of any racist ideologies . The
Fatherhood of God means the brotherhood among men." It is within this context, as discussed
above, that the document notes that "the choice of the Jewish people does not contradict this
· ·.universalism," since Israel is chose~ to be a blessing for all (Genesis 12:3).
The document thus acknowledges that this central Christian doctrine is rooted in Judaism:
"The New Testament reinforces this revelation of the dignity of all persons, their basic unity and
their duty of fraternity" (no. 21). But while stressing the continuity betweenjUJdaism and Chris. tianity on the essential level of the unity of humanity and the Unity of God, it also posits a distinctiveness about the Christ.ian vision that is not exhausted in what is shared with the Jewish witness.
It sees this in the mystery of the Incarnation, which has its own distinctive universalism since,
in Christ,· "the work of salvation ... is no longer· destined only for the chosen people. It is the
whole ' race of Adam' which is involved and which is 'recapitulated' in Christ." Thus, one
encounters in the Christ event a calling of all people into "the definitive covenant with ~od, over
and above circumcisio_n , the law of Moses and race."

6

Does this sense of Christian universalism negate the universalism ascribed to Judaism? Does
the "definitive" nature of God's covenant with humanity in Christ negate the acknowledged continuing "chosenness" of the Jewish people as panicularly God's people? I think that the answer
of the authors of this text to both of these questions would be "of course not! " A positive selfaffirmation does not necessarily imply a negative evaluation of another pany, even if too many
Christians did in the past fall victim to such a triumphalist temptation. One can see this, again,
with reference to the above-mentioned Vatican "Notes." Section no. 7 of the "Notes" affirmed
the centrality of Christ in the Christian vision and Christ's unique value in the economy of salvation. In an anicle commenting on the text of the "Notes," which was published in L'Osservatore
Romano on the same day and same page Oune 24, 1985) as the Notes themselves, then Monsignor(now Bishop)Jorge Mejia anticipated a likely concern of the Jewish community: "Clearly
this (affin:nation of Christ's universality) does not mean, however, that the Jews cannot and should
not draw salvific gifts from their own traditions. Of course they can and should do so." Bishop
Mejia, interestingly, is also a co-signer of the presently discussed text.
With regard to the reference to the "definitive" covenant being "over and ·above ... the law
of Moses," one must also realize that for -Catholics, the law of Moses, as synthesized in the
Decalogue and proclaimed by the prophets, remains quite valid as God's revealed will for Christians. So it is not a matter of the new replacing the "old." The nascent Church quite early picked
up the Jewish notion of a Noahide covenant and applied it, in essence, to gentile converts (cf.,
Acts 15; Gal 2·3), accepting the argument that Christ alone is sufficient for salvation. But the
issue of the day that was resolved at the Council ofJerusalem and in the Pauline writings was
never that of the essential validity of the Law, cenainly not as it pertained to Jews. The " Law"
is no more and no less than God's revelation to thejewi_sh people. It has a panicularity, therefore,.
that pertains only to Jews and a universality through the faithful witness of the Jewish people
to God, a witness which the Ghurch's own unique witness joins but does not replace.
Understood in this way, I do not believe that the Christian vision, proclaimed here in its fullness
and without compromise, should be a bar to further theological dialogue between believingJews
and believing Christians. Certainly, Jews will not accept the Christian faith claim, for example,
with regard to the mystery of the incarnation of Christ. Nor will the Christian feel the need to
limit his or her faith to what is shared in common with the Jewish people. But what is shared
is substantive and salvific, both groups can agree, a necessary proclamation for humanity as a
whole.
The references in the following paragraph of the text need to be understood properly as not
merely historical but most profoundly eschatological. Thus the claim made by Saint Paul that
"there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, there is only Christ" would be foolish in the
light of subsequent history if one forgot that for Paul the eschaton (end of the world, final judg·
ment, coming of the Kingdom of God on earth, all these are included in the concept. which in
tum is based on the Jewish notion of olam haba but which, again, has its own distinctiveness) is
not only mystically present but historically immanent.
The awareness of the eschatological nature of Christian claims about Jesus of Nazareth as the
"Christ" (a Greek work meaning "anointed" or "messiah," but a Christian concept again distinct
today from its Jewish original) is reclaimed for Church teaching in the 1985 Vatican Notes: ''. In
underlying the eschatological dimension of Christianity we shall reach a greater awareness that
di~ people of God of the Old and the New Testament are tending toward a like end in the future:
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the coming or return of the Messiah-even if ~hey start from two different points of
view. . .. Attentive to the same God who has spoken, hanging on the same word, we have witness
to one same memory and one common hope in Him who is the master of histpry. We must accept
our responsibili_ty to prepare the world for the coming of the_Messiah."

ln other words, we Jews and Christians need, to put it c~lloquially,-to keep our eye on the ball,
which is not what we "have" or possess -in our spiritual traditions, but what God is calling us,
Jew and Christian alike, to be and to do in the_world for the sake of his kingdom. Christianity
no less than Judaism prays, as Jesus taught us, "Thy Kingdom Co~e!" The Kingdom, the
Malchut Shamayim, we must ever recall, is not ours but God's alone.
7. The Joint -Promotion of Solidarity among Peoples
This final section contains a number of practical suggestions for implementing the vision of
the oneness of humanity articulated in Section III. Irneeds little commentary save the note that
it is very positive in its attitude toward pluralisqi: "It is important to educate to a positive appreciation of the complementary diversity of peoples. A _well _u nderstood pluralism resolves the problem of dosed racism."
In this article, I have tried to comment upon not only the aspects of this remarkable document to which the Jewish community will quickly relate, but also those which reflect the religious
diversity between our two ancient traditions. Today we must go beyond simply "agreeing to
disagree" ·a_s the American habit (and a healthy one for our society at that). We must seek also _
to understand more precisely and more profoundly the nature of those very disagreements. For
we can learn much about ourselves and about each other by analyzing where and why we disagree,
and then leaming·how not only ·to tolerate, but to delight in our very differences.
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Every Person is My Brother or Sister
The Church and Racism: Toward a More Fraternal Society
A Jewish Reading by Rabbi Leon Klenicki
Director of ADI:s Department of Interfaith Affairs

History has not shown, in general, exampl~s of charity among persons, of basic respect for
the "other." Through the centuries we have experienced tP,e inhumanity of the human being,
his or her evil potentiality that resulted ih persecutions, crimes, and the denigration of the person.
The human being has been a beast for the other. The 20th century is not an exception, it is indeed
a t.ime of great contradictions. It is a time of hope because of the unlimited core of the scientific .
and spiritual development that allows for social improvement. But it is also a time of nearly total
disrespect for the human condition, of organized human denigration by political fanaticism, state
ideology or racism.

The Scourge of Racism
· Races and racial matters are facts of the human condition. There are in the vast universe
different races and many racial cultures. The differences are extraneous and contingent to the
essence of the group, and constitutes genuine humanity. But when differeJ)ces are turned into
absolutes, race becomes racis1J1. When the relative factor of white or colored skin is absolutized,
·· racism emerges. When H~tler absolutized Nordic origin, Nazism was born. James Daane properly
points out that,
Racism of whatever kind, and there are many kinds, is at best dangerous. At worst
it is demonically destructive, for the demonic by definition is that which exalts itself
against God and projects itself as tho.ugh it were God. Theologically understood, racism
is a vaulting, arrogant human attempt to seize for itself that special status which in
biblical.thought is called election. As such racism is a profound perversion of election,
for in bibilical definition election belongs to God alone. The God who exalts the humble
and casts down the proud. (l)
Racism transforms persons into objects of contempt and discrimination. Racist ideology makes
human beings "things," objects to be used and abused, overlooking, denying, the sacredness of
the human .c ondition.
Racism was and still is a sad reality in the wo'rld. It is a shameful presence that concerns all
people and specially those committed religiously. Racism. is a transgression of God's call and
covenantal obligation, a situation of sin that requires religious denunciation and condemnation.
Pope john Paul II in his address to the .UN. Special Committee against Apartheid, July 7, 1984,
expressed his condemnation of South African Apartheid echoing the conscience of the world,
and reflecting both the Jewish and Christian indictments of South African racism. john Paul
II strongly reaffirn:ied,
Man's creation by God in His O\'\'n image' confers upon every human person an
eminent dignity; It also postulates the fundamental equality of all human beings ...
Hence every form of discrimination based on race . .. is absolutely unacceptable.
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The spirit of John Paul's comment is reflected in an 1988 Vatican Document reminding
Catholics, religious people and men and women of good will the reiigious-spiritual obligation
to eradicate the scourge of racism and anti-S~mitism.

The Church and Racism
In 1988 the Roman Catholic Chruch issued a special document, The Church and Ro.cism: Toward
A More Fraternal Society denouncing all forms of racism past and present. Cardinal Roger
Etchegaray, who signed the document along with Bishop Jorge Mejia, at a special seminar at
the United Nations organized by the Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See to the UN
and the Holy Family Church Society of the UN community explained the aim of the Vatican
Document. Cardinal Etchegaray said,
Racism is "a wound in humanity's side that mysteriously remains open" (No. 33). That
is why the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, at the request of Pope John Paul
· II, published a document "to help enlighten and awaken consciences: in view of a more
fraternal society." .. . Racism is a modern-day hydra. Its principal head is that of racism
jn the strict sense, that is to say the accentuation of differences, interpreted scientifically
or ideologically, as establishing the supe.riority of one race over another, in order to
justify acquired or desired advantages. (2)

Catholicism and Racism
The Vatican .document clearly and strongly denounces the evil of racism:
Racism and racist acts must be condemned. The application oflegislative, disciplinary
and administrative measures, or even appropriate external pressure, can be timely.
Countries and international organizations have at their disposal _a whole range of
initiatives to be taken or encouraged. It is equally the responsibility of the citizens
concerned, but without, for _that reason, going so far as to replace violently one unjust
situation with another injustice. Constructive solutions must always be envisaged.
While studying the history of racism, the Church and Ro.cism examines Catholic involvement
in fighting racism pointing out that " this by no means implies an effort to gloss over the weaknesses
and even, at times, the complicity of certain church leaders, as well as of other l'l1embers of the
Church, in this phenomenon." The Document points out that,
Of course, Christians themselves must humbly admit that members of the church, on
all levels, have not always lived out this teaching (the Christian teaching denouncing
racism. LK) coherently throughout history. Nonetheless, they must continue to
proclaim what is right while seeking to 'do' the truth.
The Document denounces medieval Church anti-Jewish attitudes saying that "the Christian
Middle Ages also made distinction among people on the basis of religious criteria: Christians,
Jews, and Infidels. It is for this reason that, within 'Christendom,' the Jews, considered the
tenacious witnesses of a refusal to believe in Christ, were often the object of serious humiliations,
accusations a~d prescriptions." I feel, however, that another paragraph should have described
what the "prescriptions" meant for the Jewish people in Europe: forced alienation from the
general society and the target of popular persecution. It was pan of a teaching of contempt that
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helped to prepare the at!ftosphere for the Nazi totalitarian ideology of anti-S~mitism. The teaching
of contempt involved a denial ofJudaism and the Jewish people in God's design that still requires
a joint Christian:Jewish reflection, both at academic and public levels.
The Church and Racism stresses the effects of the 19th-20th centuries racist ideology that could
find the justification for its prejudice in science. The racist ideas of that time according to the
Vatican paper "have considerate resonance in Germany" and influenced the Nazi decision that
produced one of the "greatest genocides in history":·
·
Such theses had considerable resonance_in Germany. It is well known that·the NationalSocialist totalitarian party made a racist ideology the basis of its insane programme,
aimed at the physical elimination of those it deemed belonging to "inferior races". This
party became respon~ible for one of the greatest genocides in history. This murderous
folly struck first and foremost the Jewish people in unheard-of proportions, as well as
other peoples, such as the Gypsies and the'Tziganes, and also categories of persons such
as the handicapped and the mentally ill. It was only a step from racism to eugenics,
and it was quickly taken.
It is true t_h at Naz~s included in their racist program the destruction of Poles and Russians,
gypsies and handicapped people, but the Jewish case was a unique case. Jews were sentenced
to death and destruction by birth, the Nuremberg laws were part and essence of a specific national
plan of des~ruccion. Death to others was at times a matter of policy (as in the systematic attempt
to destroy the Polish clergy and intellectual leadership), and at other times a matter of misfortune, though no less tragic for the individuals involved. Death to Jews was a top priority of state
ideology, more important to the Nazis, it turned out, than even the war effort. It was a legal 111atter.

Anti-Semitism and Anti-Zionism
The Church and Racism devotes section 15 of Part II to condemning anti-Semtism:
Amongst the manifestations of systematic racial distrust, specific mention must once
again be.made of anti-Semitism. If anti-Semitism has been the most tragic form that
racist ideology has assumed in our century, with the hor~ors of the Jewish "holocaust",
it-has unfortunately not yet entirely disappeared. As if some had nothing to learn from
the crimes of the past, certain organizations, with branches in many countries, keep
alive the anti-Semite racist myth, with the support of networks of publications. Terrorist
acts which have Jewish persons or symbols as their target have multiplied in recent
yea.rs and show the radicalism qf such groups. Anti-Zionism-which is not of the same
order, since it questions the State of Israel and its policies-serves at times as a screen
for anti-Semitism, feeding on it and leading to it. Furthermore, some countries impose
undue har3:ssments and restrictions on the free emigration ofJews.
The Vatican Document sums up in a few sentences the horrible anti-Semitic reality of the 20th
century. It also add_s a committed denunciation of present anti-Zionism as a "screen" for antiSemitic attacks.

The Church and Racism denunciates anti· Zionism that is essentailly a new, more sophisticated
form of anti-Semitism. There is no reference to the U.N Resolution calling Zionism a form of
racism. The Document however does not list the vicious 197j Resolution among the U.N.
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Documents on racism. It is a subtle diplomatic way of denouncing the invidious concept embodied
in the U.N. Resolution.
Bishops' Conferences took, even before the· publication of the Holy See Do.cument a strong
. position denouncing the U.N. stand. In 1986 Bishop James W. Malone, presidept of the United
States Catholic Conference, said that "Eleven years ago, November 10, 19i5, the United Nations
General Assembly adopted a resolution classifying Zionism as a form ofr~cism. My predecssor,
as president of the United States Catholic Conference, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin, rightly
deplored the resolution as "unjust," stating that because or"its substantial inadequacy it both
retards the necessary struggle against racism in the world an9 0pens t he door co harassment,
discrimination ·a nd denial of basic rights to members of the Je~ish community throughout the
world. I would like to reaffirm Cardinal Bernardin 's statement today, and to reverse its very bad
judgment in this matter." The U.N. and its representatives received a strong, clear message.

John Paul II and Anti-Semitism
The document's condemnation of anti-Semitism follows the thought of Pope John Paul II who
as a Pole has known the horror of Nazism and expressed his condemnation of anti-Semitism on
many occasions. On August 27, 1989 the Holy See issued his Apostolic Letter on the occasion
of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the outbreak of the Second World War. Pope john Paul II stressed
that,
... Among all these anti-human measures, however, there is one which will forever
remain a shame for humanity: the planned barbarism which was unleashed against
the Jewish people.
As the object of the "final solution" devised by an erroneous ideology, the Jews were
subjected to deprivations and brutalities that are almost indescribable. Persecuted at
first through measures designed to harass and discr.i minate, they were ultimately to
die by the millions in extermination camps.
The Jews of Poland, more than ochers, lived this immense suffering: the images of
the Warsaw ghetto under siege, as well as what we have come to learn a.b out the camps
at Auschwitz, Majdanek and Treblinka, surpass in horror anything that can.be humanly
imagined.
On the occasion of this sorrowful anniversary, once again I issue an appeal to all
people, inviting them to overcome their prejudices and to combat every form of racism
by.agreeing to recognize the fundamental dignity and the goodness that dwell within
ev~ry human being, and to be ever more conscious that they belong to a single human
family, willed and gathered together by God.
I wish to repeat here in the strongest possible way that hostility and hatred against
Judaism are in complete contradiction co the Christian vision of human dignity. (2)

The Other as·a Fellow Being
Racism, its presence .a nd social exercise requires an active counteraction as '"'ell as a co!llmitted
reflection of the "other" as a fellow being. A distinguishing mark of evil is the human operation
by which one person is perceived and considered, even treated, as an object. Many times the
human being is not seen as a creation of God, a sacred dimension, but as a useable element that
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can be manipulated for certain purposes. Thusly, the othernes~ of the other person does nm
b~come a complement to my being a meaningful entity btit rather a continent of useable material .
.··The biblical account of the creation of mankind seeks to teach one grand lesson valid for all
times: the foundation of the world is belief in one God as Creator and Father, and its corollary,
brotherly love accompanied by a constant ~wareness that all human beings are of one human
father (Adam). The prophet Malachi (2:10) stresses,
Have we not all one father? Has not one God created us? Why do we treat treacherously
every man against his brother?
Human failure to realize this breeds misunderstanding, prejudice, and ill-will leading to
fratricidal hate; it is the great illness that produces strife, ruin and desolation, and especially the
scourge of racism.
Malachi's question is familiar to all human beings though people are far from accepting its
true and its every day reality. Human beings generally relate to each other as entities belonging
to political parties or ideologies. Men and women project prejudices coming from family, educa·
tion, society, and present societal trends. What is needed is a change of the heart: to discover
fully the other as a legitimate person. The encounter of meaning is a concrete meeting of realities
in a ·special context: It is an I meeting a you. Meaning cannot be realized by being alone and
alienated. A person is not the product of himself or herself. Robinson Crusoe in an island lacks
total reality. Persons are making themselves, projecting themselves, by an interchange with others.
The very text ofthe book of Genesis points out the need for company. Adam and Eve are created
as two human beings to fulfill God's design. But they are also two in a spiritual relationship to
fulfill themselves. They go beyond the loneliness, external exclusiveness to existential aU
inclusiveness. Adam and Eve achieve a meaningful dialogue. It is a mutual recognition of
existence, their existence in the Garden of Eden, and later on in the world. It is a community
of faith as Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik described this,
A community is established the very moment I recognized the thou and extend
greetings to the thou. One indi\'idual extends the 'shalom' greeting to another
individual; and in so doing he creates a community .. ..recognition means sacrificial
action: the individual who withdraws in order to make room for the thou. (3)
The recognition of the other is a recognition of quality'. It doesn't separate the other pointing
out limitations or specific traits. Rabbi Soloveitchik clarifies the significance of recognition in
an essential manner that defines the very value of personhood and the hurtful dangers of racism:
Quite often a man finds himself in a crowd among strangers. He feels lonely. No one
knows him, no one cares for him, no one is concerned for him. It is again an existen·
tial experience. He begins to doubt his own theological world. This leads to aliena·
tion from the crowd surrounding him. Suddenly someone taps him on the shoulder
and says: "aren't you Mr. so and so? I have heard so much about you." In a fraction
of a second his awareness changes. An alien being turns into a fellow member of an
existential community (the crowd). What brought about the change? The recognition
by somebody, the word. To recognize a person is not just to identify him physically.
It is more than that: it is an act of identifying him existentially, as a person who has
a job to do, that only he can do properly. To recognize the person means to affirm that
.he i,s irreplacable. To hurt a person means to tell him that he is expendable·, that there
is no need for him. (4)
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The denial of the other as a persor;i climaxed in the Nazi persecution ofJ ews. That horror will
be in the memory of the West for centuries to come. That evil denied God by denying God's
creation, the human being, and God's election, the Hebrew people. _One _e xample will testify
the diabolic nature of Nazism. It is the testimony of Bruno Shatyn, a Polish Jew who survived
in Poland on false papers. In his book A Private War he describes the most horrible example of
racism in action:
I usually rode into town through Rynek Podgorski. Circling the ghetto, I would arrive
at the-so-called Thrid Bridge; across the Vistula River was Starowislna Street, my
destination. As I was driving past one wall of the ghetto I saw two SS men coming
toward me, engrossed in conversation. One of them must have told a joke, for they
were both laughing heartily. Suddenly a child was thrown over the wall-undoubtedJy
some frantic parents inside had done this in the desperate hope that some kind soul
outside would find her, take pity on the innocent child, and raise her as his own. She
was a beautiful little girl, about six years old, with dark hair in a long braid. She fell
right betw~en the SS men and my carriage. As I stared, she scrambled up. The SS
. man who had been telling the story walked over-to her. She looked up at him for a
~oi:nent as if in a trance, paralyzed with fear, while he drew his pistol, placed it to her
head, and ~red. I never heard the shot because of what I saw. The girl's head literally
burst apart. The back of her skull with its long braid flew up in the air like a rocket
as the front ~ploded into several fragments and flew off in different directions. Now
instead of the child's head all that remained was a stump, die end of her spinal column.
What gushed forth was not even blood but some sort of yellowish red gelatinous
substance. The body stood upright for a moment, its arms still raised for balance, then
toppled to the ground a.nd lay twitching convulsively. The SS man returned his pistol
to its holster, c"arefully checked his polished boots to make sure that they had not been
dirtied, and sauntered back to his friend to continue their conversation. (5)
No word can qualify this horror. What is left is silence, or the recitation of the Kaddish, the
Jewish prayer honoring the memory of the dead by honoring God's name. Silence should be
followed by.the denunciation of anti-Semitism, and appropriate action. There is no passivity
vis-a-vis racism, but action to raise the conscience of society. alert the community to the evil of
racism and anti-S~mitism and respond accordingly. The Church and Racism, as pointed out before,
expresses the dear and categorical condemnation of the Holy See ofracism and anti-Semitism.
Religious Tradition and Personhood: A Jewish Perspective
The reading of The Church and Racism entails a reflection on person and creation, and specially
the sacredness of the person. The Vatican Document in many passages points God's design and
purpose in creating Adam. John Paul Il's reflection is mentioned in the document,
Man's creation by God in 'His own image' confers upon every human person an
eminent dignity. It also postulates the fundamental equality of all human beings.
Jewish religious thought would accept this statement that mirrors much of Israel's religious
covenantal commitment.
Jewish theology has emphasized through the centuries the centrality of the concept of person.
One text from the Rabbinic sources, Talmud Jerusalem, Nedarim, chapter 9:41c, reports an
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interesting and highly significant discussion,becween two of its most outstanding scholars, R~bbi
Akiba and Rabbi Ben Azzai. The former declared "thou shall love thy neighbor ~s thyself, the
text of Leviticus chapter 19:18 is the greatest principles of the Torah." While Ben Azzai observed:
"This is the book of the generat.ions.of Aqarn (man) that Genesis chapter 5:1-is an even greater
principle."
Rabbi Akiba's statement is.self-explanatory. Ben Azzai's, however, is not so self-evident. Nevertheless it lays down a fundamental tenet ofJudaism. For in the verse quoted the rabbinic sage
saw the basic declaration of human fellowship: by tracing back the whole of the human race to
the one single ancestor, created by one G~d, the Bible thought that all human beings have one
Creator-God and one ancestor, Adam. Thus all people, not withstanding differences and variations produced by external conditions are brothers and sisters. If, then, Rabbi Akiba -saw in the
. command to Jove one's neighbor the prime motivation ofJudaism, Ben Azzai went behind this
precept, as it were, seeking the basis on which it rests and the sai:iction which gives its validity,
and he found it in this biblical account of c.reation. Rabbinic theology points out that "for this
reason was man created alone, to teach that w~osoever destroys a soul is as guilty as though he
had destroyed the whole word." (Sanhedrin 37a). This is an emphatic assertion of human worth.
Tfu Church and Racism document echoes these concepts stressing God's creation and the
centrality of the person in God's design, ·

According. to biblical Revelation, God created the human being-man and
woman-in his image and likeness. This bond between the human person and the
Creator, provides the basis of his or her dignity and fundamental inalienable rights
of which God is the guarantor.· To these personal rights ob\·iously correspond duties
toward others. Neither the indlividual nor society, the State nor any human insticu·
tion can reduce a person, or a group of persons, to the status of an object.
The belief that God is at the origin ofhumankin·d transcends, unifies and gives mean·
ing to all the partial observations that science can amass about the process of evolution and the development of societies. It is the most radical affirmation of the equal
dignity of all persons in God. \<\1ith this concept, a person eludes all those manipula. tions of human powers and of ideological propaganda which seek to justify the servitude
of the weakest. Faith in the one God, Creator and Redeemer of all humankind made
in his image and likeness, constitutes the absolute and unescapable negation of any
racist ideologies.
The demand for consideration and respect for human dignity stemmed from the biblical
conception of the human being as created .in the image Qf God. Thus we read "Rabbi Akiba
said: beloved is the human being for h~ was created in. the divine image. He is granted an
exceeding great life, for he was created in the divine image. As it is said (Genesis 7:9,) "for in
the image of God did he make man."
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Another master, Simeon. Duran, explains the text from Genesis as follows,
The form in which the human being wa.s made is called the image of God, to teach
that it is the most excellent of all. In the same way the man honored above all men
was called the man of God; the Temple, too is called the house of God, since it is exalted
above all the houses for the acceptance of prayer... and in the matt er of being created
in his image, all human beings are equal, the righteous as the wicked. (6)
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Clas~ical rabbinic theology and medieval Jewish philosophical thought recognized however

that the human being's tendency has always been to look down upon the stranger and to oppress
him in greater or lesser degree~ a tendency which history has all too amply proven. Biblical obligations ~emanded that the human beiog should be respected and protected against di~crimina
tion, but also loved: "and if a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you should not do him
wrong. A stranger that sojourns with you shall be linto you as the home-born among you, and
you shall love him as yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: and the lord your
God. (Leviticus 19:33f)
This "love" was not to lose it~elf in the abstract, but to be given concrete acceptance in the
daily deali~gs with th~ other person. Thus a classical source, Sefer Hahinuh1 Mitzvah 431 states,
We were commanded to love aliens. This means that we may nqt cause them to suffer
hurt in anything, but to treat them kindly with acts of benevolence, even as it seemly
lies in out power. Moreover, this no.hie commandment exults us to have compassion
on any human being who is not in the city ofhis home and binhplace, or in the dwellingplace of his parents or family. When we find a stranger alone far from those who might
help him, we must not mislead him on the way for the Torah has commanded us to
have compassion on any one in need of assistance. He will carry out this commandment faithfully, we shall be privileged to enjoy God's mercy too and the blessing of
heaven will rest UJ><?n our heads. The Bible has indicated the reason for this commandment: For you were strangers in the land of Egypt. It reminds us that we ourselves are
being seared by the great torment which befalls every person who finds himself among
a strange and alien folk. We must bear in mind the depth of anxiety and distress pertaining to this condition, for our nation experienced it until the almighty delivered us in
his love and favor. Since this is so, we should feel warm pity for any human being in·
that condition.
Following rabbinic theology Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik in th_~ 20th century stresses the need
of recognition as the basis for human responsibility for "the other" as a person in God:
Once I have recognized the thou I invited him to join the community, I ipso facto
assume responsibility for the thou. Recognition is identical with commitment. H ere
again we walk in the way of our Maker, God created man; God did not abandon him;
he showed concern for him. God cared for Adam; God said it is not good for man to
be alone. He provided him with a mate. He placed him in Paradise, and allowed him
to enjoy the fruit of the Garden. Even after man sinned and was exiled from the Garden,
the Almighty did not desert him. Of course he punished him. Yet he was concerned
with man even while man was in sin. In a word, God assumed responsibility for whatever and whoever he created: "he gives breath to all flesh for his loving kindness is
everlasting." (Psalm 136:25) As we have said above, the same relationship should prevail
with me and the thou whom I have recognized and with whom I have formed a
community. I assume responsibility for each member of the community to whom I
have granted 'recognition and whom I have found worthy of being my companion. In
other words, I is responsibility for the physical and mental welfare of the thou. (7)
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The responsibility is for a subject, a person, not for an object. We are resp9nsible and responsive
for the other as a spiritual entity, a subject.of faith, a child ~f Go.cl. It is a perception of mutuali~y
for a fellow you, respectful of the spiritual and physical integrity of the other. To recognize the
other is to identify the other as a person with meaning. Manin Buber will state this as a basic
i!l the human relationship,
Once one ·ceases to regard the other as merely an object of observation and begins to
regard the other as an independent other standing over against him, then we have the
beginning of the I-thou relation. 8

The Church and Racism concerned with this matter points out the need for recognition of the
."other" as a panner in God and its responsibility,
Racial prejudice, which denies the equal dignity of all the members of the human family
and blasphemes the Creator, can only be eradicated by going to its roots, where it is
· formed: in the human hean. It is from the hean that just or unjust be~aviour is born,
according to whether persons are open to God 's will-in the nautral order and ·in the
Living Word-or whether they close themselves up in those egoisms dictated by fear
or the instinct of domination. It is the way we look at others that must be purified.
Harbouring racist thoughts and emenaining racist attitudes is a sin against the specific
message of Christ for whom one's "neighbour" is not only a person from my tribe,
my milieu, my religion or my nation: it is every person that I meet along the way.
It is not through external means-legislation or scientific proofs-that racial prejudice can be uprooted. It i~ indeed not enough that Jaws prohibit or punish a.I.I types
of racial discrimnation: these laws can easily be gotten around if the community for.
which they are intended does not fully accept them. To overcome discrimination, a
community must interiorize the ':'alues that inspire just laws and live our, in day-today life, the conviction of the equal dignity of all.·

A Note of Concern
Vatican documents are generally provided with a theological section that insens the statement
in the tradition of the Church. The Church and Racism refers to the history of Catholicism vis-avis slavery referring to the Hebrew Bible, to Judaism and l:he Jewish people:s role in history. The
language is careful in avoiding the triumph~i~m that has characterized the Christian understanding ofJudaism for centuries. It stresses the uniqueness of the Jewish People's mission in God's
design and choice, and its '.'universal" vocation.
There are howe':"Cr two matters of concern to the Jewish reader. One is of theological nature,
the other a historical one.

Theological Concern
A specific reference might lead, once again, to the teaching of contempt, a doctrine that denies
Judaism and the Jewish people a meaningful role in God's design after Jesus' death and the Jewish
denial of his messianism. It is on Pan I, Section 2,
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According-to the message of Christ, for which the people of the Old Covenant were
to prepare humanity, salvation is offered to the whole of the human race, to every
creature and to alr nations.
Was Biblical Judaism only the prepara~ion for the coming of Christianity? Have the Jewish
people lost its covenantal vocation of witnessing God? What of Pharisaism, and Rabbinic Judaism,
that inspired Jews and continued for centuries God's Sinai call and covenant?
.
'H istorical Concern: Pius XI, Pius XII and The Holocaust

The Vatican document notes that "the Church did not hesitate to raise her voice" to denounce
racism. It was done already on March 25, 1928, by a decree of the Holy Office condemning antiSemitism. Pius XI, a Catholic spiritual leader that deserves much study and greater consideratio~, condemned Nazi doctrines in his famous Encyclical Mit brermender Sorge (1937) and in the
letter address~d by the Sacred Congregation for Seminaries and Universities ·"to all rectors and
deans of faculties, asking all professors of theology to refute, using the method proper to each
discipline, ~he scientific pseudo-truths with which Nazism justified its racist ideologies." As early
. as 1937, Pius XI had begun to prepare another major encyclical on the unity of the human race
which was to condemn racism anq anti-Semitism. Due to his death he was not able io complece
the document.
Pius XII, who succeeded Pius XI, in his first Encyclical, Summi Pontificatus, denounced racism,
as well as in his 1942 Christmas message. He referred to "Hundred of thousands of persons who,
without the slightest guilt on their part, but simply because they belong to a given race or
nationality, are doomed to death or to gradual extinction." There is no reference to Jews in his
message. This could have been due to prudence because of Nazi and Fascist reactions to his Encyclical. Prudence in language is sometimes necessary, prudence as a rule, however diminishes the
effect of a denunciation. It was Pius XII's way, but The Church a'f!d Racism follows a different
procedure, clearly condemning by name any form of racism, and specially anti-Semitism.
The Jewi.s h reader feels however that the document's references to Pope Pius XII (Part I,
Paragraph 7) appears as defensive if not apologetic. There have been, still are, highly negative,
aggressive Jewish criticism of Pius XII's conduct vis-a-vis Jews during the Second World War.
Both historical as well as fictional works h~ve been written about him. The Vatican archives for
the period are not open for the public or academic research. This does not help for an unbiased
view of the Pope and his actions. Some, but not all, of the Vatican archiYes for the period are
open for the public and for academic research. (See the 11 volumes of the Actes et Documents
du Saint Siege relatifs a la Second Guerre Mondiale, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1965-1978).
In addition, cruc;ial material remains in the archives of dioceses throughout Europe. The lack
of complete access to all relevant materials allows too much room, I believe, for speculation and
bias in the treatment of the Pope and his actions during the period. Until the files of the Holy
See and other sources are completely open for research, caution in speech and description of
these complex matters is in order by all. PrudeJ?Ce should prevail for Catholics and Jews until
full evidence is availa~le for accurate remarks.

Overcoming Racism Through Education

The Church and Racism stresses the need to educate in order to eradicate prejudice pointing out
that "racial prejudices most often come from ignorance about others which gives full vent to
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imagination and engenders fear." Education, according to the Document emphasizes the recognition of differences, mutual respect and fraternity as the basis for a better human relationship.
The Document states that,

In the formation of a non-racist conscierice, the role of schools is pri.mordial. The
Magisterium of the Church has always highlighted the imponance of an education
that stresses what is common to all. It is also important to show that others, precisely
·because they are different, can enrich our experience. While it is normal, for instance,
for history to cultivate esteem for one's· country, it is regrettable that it can lead to a
blind chauvinism and to according only a secondary place to the achie,·ements of other
nations, considered inferior. As has already been done in some countries, it may be
necessary to revise scholastic texts which falsify history, pass over historical misdeeds
of racism in silence or justify the principles behind it. In the same way, civic education must be conceived in such a way so as to uproot discriminatory reflexes toward
persons belonging to other ethnic groups. More and more, the schools provide the occa. sion for the children of immigrants to mix with the children of the receiving country.
fiopefully this will provide an opponunity to help both groups to know one another
better and to prepare a more harmonious coexistence.
This spirit of dialogue and mutual respect inspired ADL and the National Conference of Catholic Bishops-Secretariat of C~nholic:Jewish Relations to prepare educational materials to
sunnount prejudice and lack of mutual knowledge. Understanding the Jewish Experience and Within
Context are two good examples. The former is directed to Catholic teachers recommending courses
on Judaism from Biblical days to" the 20th century, including cla~ses on the Holocaust and the
State of Israel.
Complementing the recommended courses Dr. Eugepe J. Fisher, Executive Secretary of the
above mentioned Secretariat, and I prepared a set of 24 study guides for teachers. Published
by PACE Publishing Company on different subjects related to Catholic:Jewish relations, the study
guides are on Nostra Aetate, creation, evil, promised land, anti-Semitism, on Church and Racism, etc.
Within Context, which is not an official document of the American Bishops, was prepared by
a group of Christian and Jewish scholars. The document, widely used in the USA, implemented
the Vatican Notes on Catholic education and the presentation ofJudaism. Within Context is a set
of guidelines on teaching the New Testament and Judaism. The text has been translated and
published in French, Italian, German, and Polish. Another program, A World of Difference, is an
educational and media project that celebrates intergroup differences apd the joy of mutual
understanding.
.
.
ADL is presently editing a booklet on the meaning of Christianity for Jewish readers and
participants in interfaith dialogue. It was prepared by Father Michael Carroll..
CELAM (Latin American Bishops Conference) and ADL have cooperated in some projects,
like the preparation of a set of guidelines on Catholic education and Judaism to be published
by a grant of the Samuel H . Born Foundation of ADL. CELAM has publ!shed a book on Jews
and Judaism, an introductory material for popular readership and sections of Understanding the
Jewish Experience. CELAM has also published a Spanish version of From Desolation to Hope, an interreligious Holocaust memorial service prepared by Eugene J. Fisher and myself.
·
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The Ever.Present Reality of Anti-Semitism
The Church and Rq.cism is a most welcomed document. It will contribute to fighting discrimination
in all its forms and manifestations. Anti-Semiti~m is ever present in the world. The ADL issued
its Annual Report on the subject, and the 1989 analysis shows a dangerous increase of anti-Semitic
~ggressions. A $ad evidence is Eastern Europe. It is ironical that the democratic revolution that
ended years of communist totalitarianism brought along a ghost of the past, the scourge of anti·semitism. The Vatican document's condemnation of anti-Semitism, its knowledge and influence
upon Eastern Europe will contribute to overcoming an evil that still pervades in the social and
political realities of Poland, Hungary, the Soviet Union and other countries. (9)
Anti-Semitic incidents in the United States in 1989 rose to their highest level in at least 11
years-totalling 1,432-ADL, which has conducted an anduit on the subject annaully since 1979,
revealed that the current toal comprised 845 incidents of anti:Jewish vandalism and desecrations,
and 587 episodes of harassments, assaults o"r threat's against Jews or J ewish institutions; both
figures were up over 1988. The vandalism figure includes arson, bombings, cemetery desecrations and swastika daubings against Jewish institutions, Jewish-owned property and public
property.
The neo-Nazi Skinheads movement continues its campaign of racist hatred and anti-Semitism
all over the country. This is a matter of concern to religious and ethnic leadership. (10)
Anti-Semitism is not an exception for Western Europe. The recent desecration of Jewish
cemeteries in France is a reminder of anti-Jewish hatred. Pope John Paul II, deeply concerned
and aware of this reality, called the attention of European Bishops of the ever present danger
of anti-Semitism in his speech to 40 European Bishops attending a meeting in the Holy See,
June 5-7, 1990, to prepare the 1991 Special Assembly of European Synod of Bishops, representing both Eastern and Western Bishops. Pope John Paul II said,
The tragic series of events that have followed one after another during this century,
particularly since the outbreak of the Second World War, have contributed perhaps
in some measure to opening the human heart to the freedom which comes from the
Spirit, that freedom by which Christ has set us free (cf. Galatians 5:1).
The ·war itself with its immense cruelty, a cruelty that reached its most brutal expression in the organized extermination of the Jews, as well as of the Gypsies·and of other
categories of people, revealed to the European the other side of a civilizatio.n that he
was inclined to consider superior to all others. Certainly, the war also brought out
people's readiness to show solidarity and make· heroic sacrifices for a just cause. But
these admirable aspec;ts of the war experience seemed to be overwhelmed by the immensity of evil and destruction, not only on the material plane but also in the moral order.
Perhaps in no other war in history has man been so thoroughly trampled upon in his
dignity and fundamental rights. An echo of the humiliation and even desperation
caused by such an experience could be heard in the question often repeated after the
war: How can we go on living after Auschwitz? Sometimes another question presented
itself: Is it still possible to speak about God after Auschwitz? (11)

Th.e Church and Racism is intended to the Catholic community but its message of peace and
spiritual healing touches all people religously committed. The Ch.urch and R.acism im·ites all people
of good will to a recognition of mutuality as expressed by the French Jewish thinker Emmanuel
Levinas,
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The existence of God is sacred history itself, the sacredness of man's relation to man
through which God may pass. (12)
In this ~pirit the last words of The Church and Racism is a call for ·universal.human redemption:
· "Every person is my .brother and sister."

•
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1.

I n(roduction

· · Racial prejudice or racist behaviour continues to trouble relations
between persons, human groups and nations. Publlc opinion is increasingly incensed by it. Moral conscience can by no means accept it.
The· Church is especially sensitive to this discrimin.atory attitude. The
message which she has drawn from biblical RevelatioI) strongly affirms
the dignity of every person created in God's image, the unity of
humankind in the Creator's plan, and the dynamics of the reconciliation
urorked by Christ the Redeemer who has broken down the dividing
1
wall which kept opposing worlds apart in order to recapitulate all
persons in him .
For this reason , the Holy Father asked the Pontifical Commission
"Iustitia et Pax" to help enlighten and awaken consciences about
this major concern: namely, the reciprocal respect ~tween ethnic and
racial groups as well as their fraternal coexistence. Such a task
presupposes a lucid analysis of complex situations of both past and
present, as well as an unbiased judgment about moral shortcomings
and positive initiatives , in the light of fundamental ethical principles
and the Christian message. Christ denounced evil, even at the risk
of his life. He did this not to condemn but to save. Likewise, the
Holy See feels that it has the duty to denounce deplorable situations
prophetically. In so doing, it is careful, ho\\rever, not to condemn or
exclude persons. It wants, rather, to . help them find .a way out of
such situations through concrete and progressive efforts. It wishes,
with all due realism , to reinforce the hope of renewal , which is alu1ays
possible, and to propose suitable pastoral guidelines for Christians and
all people of good ·will who seek the same o.bjectives.

I

Cf. Ep 2 : 14.

7

This document sets out to examine, in the first place, the pheno·
inenon of racism in the · strict sense. On occasion, however, it also
treats some other manifestations of conflictual attinides,. intolerance
and prejudice, in so
as these have a kinship with raci~m or cqmain
racist elements. In the light of its priqcipal focus, the document thus
notes the bonds which exist between certain conflicts and racial p'r"ejudice.

far
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PART I

RACIST BEHAVIOUR . THROUGHOUT HISTORY '~
2.
Racist ideologies and behaviour are long-standing: they are rooted
in ihe reality of sin from the very beginning of humanity, as we can
see in the biblica'l accounts of Cain and Abel as well as in t}:iat of the
Tower of Babel.
Historically, racial prejudice, in the strict sense of the word, that
is, awareness of the biologi~ally determined superiority of one's own
race or ethnic gro1:1p with respect to others, developed above all from
the practice of colonization and slavery at the dawn of the modern
era. In rapidly considering the history of earli~r major civilizations in
the West as in the East, in the North as in the South, one can already
find ~njust and discriminatory behaviour, but one cannot in every case
speak about racism as such ..

. Greco-Roman antiquity, for example, does not seem t.o have known
racial myths. If the Greeks were convinced of th~ cultural superiority
of .their civilization. they did not, by the same token, considel;' the
so-called "barbarians" inferior because of innate biological reasons.
Slavery doubtlessly kept many _people in a deplorable situation. They
were considered "things" at their masters' .disposal. However, in the
beginning, these. were largely persons who belonged to groups con·
quered m war, and not persons who were despised because of their
race.
• No a11emp1 is made: here: 10 !'race a complete history of racism. nor of the attitude
of the Church in this reprd. Rather. some hi11hliEht~ of 1his histo11· ·arc: indicated. emphasizinl!
the consistency of the teachini-:· of 1he Ma~is1erium concerning the phenomenon of racism.
This br no means implic:s an cfion to (!loss o,·cr the \\'c:aknesscs and e\•cn. at times, the
C'OII)plici1y
certain Church leaders. u \\°Cll as of other members of the Church, in this
phenomenon.

of
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. The Hebrew people, ·as the Books of the Qld Testament testify,·
were ·aware to a· unique degree of God's love for them, manifested in
the form of a gratuitous covenant with .him. In this sense, since they
were the object of a choice and a promise, the Hebrew people stood
apart from others. The criterion of distinction, however, was God's
plan of salvation unfolded in history. Israel was considered the Lord's
very oV:•n amongst all peoples.2 The place of other peoples in salvation
history was not always clearly understood in the be~inning, and these
other peoples were at times even stigmatized in prophetic preaching
to the degree that they remained attached to idolatry. They were not,
however, the object of disparagement or of a divine curse because of
their ethnic diversity. The criterion of distinccioi:i was religious, and
a certaiff universalism was already foreseen.
· According to the message of Christ, for which the people of the
·Old Covenant were to prepare humanity, salvation' is offered to the
whole of the human race; to every creature and to all nations.3 The
first · Christians gladly accepted being considered as the people of a
4
"third race", according to an expression of Terrullian. This clearly
was not to be und~rstood in a racial sense, but rather in the spiritual
sense. They considered themselves a new people in \\'horn the first
two races from a religious perspective, that is the Jews and the pagans,
met, having been reconciled by Christ. The Christian Middle . Ages
also made distinctions among peoples on ·the basis of religious criteria:
.Christians, Jews and " infid~ls". It is for this reason that, - within
·"Christendom", the Je\\'S, considered the tenacious \\•itnesses of a refusal to believe in Christ, were ofcen the object of serious humiliations,
accusations and proscriptions ..
3.
With the · discovery . of t~e New World, attitudes changed. The
first great wave of European colonization was, in fact, accompanied
by a mass~ve destruction of pre.'Colombian civilizations and a brutal
Cf. Ex 19: 5 (•my very own·. transl::ition from the Jerusalem Bible I.
' Cf. Mk 16: 15; .Mt 28: 19.
•Ad Not. 1, 8; PL 1. 601.
2
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enslavement of their peoples. If the great navigators of the fifteenth
and sixteenth century were free from racial prejudices, the soldiers
and traders did not have the same respect for others: they killed in
order to take possession of the land, reduced first · the "Indians" and
then the blacks to slavery in order to exploit their work.
At the same time, they began to develop a radst theory in order
to justify their actions.
The Po~s did not delay in reacting. On 2 June 1537 ,'the Bull
Sublimis Deus of Paul III denounced those who held that "the inhabitants of the West Indies and the southern continents ... should be
treated like irrational ·animals and used exclusively for our profit and
our service". The Pope solemnly affirmed that: "In the desire to
r~m~dy the evil which has been caused, We hereby decide and declare
that the said Indians, as well as any other peoples which Christianity
will come to know in the future, must not be deprived of their freedom and their possessions-.regardless o:f contrary allegations~ven
if they are not Christians ~md that, on the contrary, they lill,lst be left
to. enjoy their freedom and their possessions".~ The directives of the
Holy See were extremely clear.even if, unhappily, their application. soon
met with difficulties. Lat~r Urban VIII went so far as to excommunicate those who kept Indians as slaves.
For their part, theologians and missionaries had already come to
the defence of the indigenous people. The resolute .commitment on
the side of the Indians of Bartolome de Las Casas, a soldier who
became a priest, then a Dominican religious and .bishop, was soon
taken up by many other missionaries. It led the governments of Spain
and Pornigal to reject the theory of the human inferiority of the Indians,
and to impose proteetive legislation from which, a ~ntury later, the
black slaves brought from Africa would also benefit in a ·certain way.
The work of Las Casas is one of the first. contributions to the doctrine
5
Colucion de documentos inUitos relativos al descubrimiento, conquista y organiucion
de las antiguas pousion~s espanolas de America y Ouania, \'OL i, Madrid, 1867, 414. See
also the Brief, Pastorale officium, of 29 May 1537 to the Archbishop of Toledo in ibid.• 414,
and H. Dcnzinger. A. Schoenmctzer, Er1Chiridion symbolorum, Barcelona, 1973.
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of universal human rights, based on th~ dignity of the person, regardless of his or her ethnic or religious affiliation. In the same way, the
· great Spapish theologians and. jurists, Francisco de Vitoria and Francisco Suarez; pioneers of the rights of peoples, developed this same
doctrine of the basic equality of all persons and of all peoples. However,
the close depen.dency of the clergy of the New World on the Patronage
system meant that the Church was not always able to talc~ the necessary
pastoral decisions_

4.
In the context of racial contempt-although the motive was
primarily to obtain cheap_ labour-mention must be made of the
slave trade of blacks from Africa, bought by the hundreds of thousands
and brought to the Americas. Their capture and travelling conditions
were such that many died, even before their departure or their arrival
in the New World. There they were destined to the most menial tasks,
to all intents and purposes as slaves . . This trade began in 1562 and the
slavery that resulted was to last nearly three centuries. Here once again,
the Popes and theologians , at the same time as numerous humanists, rose
up against this practice. Leo XIII vigorously denounced it in his Encyclical In plurimis of 5 May 188~ , in which he congtarulated Brazil for
having abolished slavery. · The publication of this present document coincides with the c~ntenary of that ·memorable Charter. John Paul II, in his
speech to African intellectuals in Yaounde (13 August 1985), did not
· hesitate to deplore the fact that persons belongif.lg to Christian nations
had contributed to the black slave trade.
-5.
Because of .its constant concern for the deeper respect of indigenous
peoples, the Apostolic See again and again insisted that a careful
distinction be made between the ·w.ork of evangeliz.ation and colonial
imperialism, with which the former risked . beil'.lg confused. . It is in
this spirit that the Sacred Congregation de Propaganda Fide was created
in 1622. In 1659, that Congregation addressed an Instruction "to
Apostolic Vicars departing for the Chinese Kingdoms of T ankin and
12

Cochinchine" that clarified the Church's attitude toward these peoples
to whom she then had the possibility of announcing the Gospel.6
· In places where missionaries were more closely dependent on
political powers, it was more difficult for them to curb the colonists'
attempt to dominate. At times, they" even gave it encouragement on
the basis of false interpretations of the Bible.'
6.

In the eighteenth century, a veritable racist ideology, opposed

~o ~he teaching of the Church, was forged.

It stood in contrast,
moreover, with the commitment of some humanist philosophers who
promoted the dignity and. freedom of the black sla.ves, ar that time
the object. of a shameless and wide-spread trade. This racist ideology
believed it could find the justification for its prejudices in science.
Apart from the difference in physical characteristics and skin colour,
it sought to deduce an essential difference, of a hereditary biological
nature, in order to affirm that the subjugated peoples belonged to
intrinsically hlferior "races". \\•ith regard to their mental, moral or social
qualities. It was at the end of the eighteenth century that the word
"race" was used for the first time to classify human beings biologically.
In the following century, v:e can even find an interpretation of the
history of civiliz~tions' in biological tern:is , as a contest between strong
races and weak ones, v.rith the latter being genet_ically inferior to the ·
' "Do not put any pressure on or brin11 fonh any arguments 10 con\"ince these peoples
m chantze their rites. their customs and habits unless they are obviously contrary to rcli~on
and morality. . What could be more absurd than iransportin(? France, Spain, Italy or any
other European count~· to the Chinese. Do not present our countries to them but rathe:thc faith ... Do not try to substitute European customs for 1hose of. these peoples and be
most careful 10 adapt yourselves to 1hem •. Colltrl4ne11 S. Congreg4tionis de Propagand11 Fide
seu Durel/J, lnstrurtiones, Prescrip111 pro 4pos1oliris mis.sio11ib11s (1622-1866). vol. I. Rome,
1907. no. 135; ·and Codicis lurij C11no11ici Fontn (ed. Cardinal J. SerediJ. \'atican. 1935.
vol. VII. no. 4463, p. 20.
' For example. the interpretation that some fundamentalists ga\'c to the curse made
by Noah on his son Shem. condemned. in his grandson Canaan. to be his brothers' slave is well
knou-n (cf. Gen. 9: 24-27 J. They misunderstood the meaning and scope of the sacred text
u·hicn referred 10 a certain historical situation: the difficult relations bctv.•een the Canaanites
and the people of Israel. They v.·anted 10 sec in Shem or Canaan the ancestor of the African
peoples v.·hom they had subju11a1ed and. cohsequcn!l~·. they considc~cd them marked by God
\l'ith an indelible inferiority v.·hich destined them 10 ser\'e v.·hites forever.
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fo~er.

The decadence of the major civilizations was explained by
their "degeneration" - i.e., the _mixing of races which weakened. the
purity of blOod.'.

7.
Such theses had · considerable resonance in German)'. It is well
known that the National-Socialist totalitarian party made a racist ideology
the basis of its insane programme, aimed at the physical elimination of
those it qeemed belonging t-o "inferior races" . This party became
responsible for one of the greatest genocides in history. This murderous folly struck first and foremost the Jewish people in unheard-of
proponions, as well as other peoples, such as the Gypsie.~ and the
· Tziganes, and also categqries of persons suc;h as the handicapped and
· the mentally ill._ le was only a seep from rads~ to eugenics, and it
was quickly .taken.
The Church did not hesitate co raise her voice.' Pope Pius XI
clearly condemned Nazi doctrines in his Encyclical, )~it brennender
Sorge, stating in particular: "Whosoever takes r~ce, or the people or
the State ... or any other basic value of the human community ... in
order to withdraw them fror:n (t_h eir) scale of values ... and deify · them
through an idolatrous cult, ·o verturns and falsiqes the order of things
created and established by God" .10 On 13 April 19 38, the Pope had
the Sacred Congregation for Seminaries and Universities address a letter
to all Rectors and Deans of Faculties, asking all professors of theology
to · refute, using the method prope~ to each discipline, the · scientific
pseudo-truths with which Nazism justified its raeist ideologies.11 As
' Cf., among others. tht \l'Orks of .'-A. Gobineau. Essai sur l'intt.alilt dts raus hwmaints,
4 vol.. Paris. 18,}·"· Gobineau 1ook his inspiration from Dar\l·in and cxiended his theses
on the naiural selection of species to societies and ci\•ilizations.
' On March is. 1928. a decret oi 'the Hoh· Office condemned anti·Scmiiism: AAS XX
(1928), 10}-104.
. .
•• AAS XXIX (19.}i l. 149.
" Cf. Documtf7t11tio11 Catholiqut 10CJ. 1938. 579-~80. Jn a discourse to the members
Q.f the College of Propaganda Fide on 28 July 1938, Pius XJ a11ain :smed : "Catholic means
univcnal, not racist. nor nationalistic in the separatisr meaning of these t\l'O amibutes ... '\X:e
do not u•ish to separate anythin(! in th~ human family ... The term 'humankind· reveals
preciscl)· u·hat tM human ract is. Ii must be srated that pcoplt are first and foremost all
one gn~t and sm(!lc species. one (!rcat and sin@le famil~· of Ji,·in(! beings ... There is only
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early as 19 3 7, Pius XI had · begun to prepare another major Encyclical
on the unity of the human race which was to condemn racisni and
anti-Semitis·m. Death overtoo~ him before he could make it public.
His successor, Pope Pius XII, took certain elements from it for his ·
first Encyclical, 5ummi Pontificatus/1 and especially from ·his 1942
Christmas Message in which he stated that am~ng the erroneous postu·
lates of juridical positivisms "must be included a theorv which claims for
such and such a nation, race, class, the '.juridical instinct', supreme
imperative and norm without appeal". The Pope launched a vibrant
appeal for a new and better social order: "Humanity owes such a
commitment to hundreds of thousands of persons who, without the
slightest gll!ilt on their part, ·but simply be<:ause they belong to a given
race or nationality, are doomed to death or to gradual exti.nctioi:i" :~
In Germany itself, there was a courageous resistance on the part of
the Catholic Church to which Pope John Paul II referred on 30 April
1987 1• during his second visit to that country.
This insistence on the drama of Nazi racism should not make us
forget other massive exterminations of populations, such as that of
the Armenians right after World War I and, more recently, for ideological
reasons, that of an important part of th~ Cambodian people.
The memory of such crimes must never be erased. The young
generations and those yet to come must know to what extremes persons
and society are capable of going when they yield to the power of scorn
and hatred.
In Africa and Asia , there are societies in which there is still a
sharp division of castes as well as social stratifications that are difficult

t

one human. uni\'ersal ·catholic' ra<·., ... and u•ith it and in it. different \'ariarions ... This is
the Church's response". in L 'Oss.-rt·a1urt- Rnmano !ORI. 30 July 1938 d . DC 1938. 1058-1061
" Cf. Encvclical 51111:mi Pomi{rwus. 28 October 1939. AA5 XXXI (19391. 481-509.
'' 1942 Christmas Radio J\lessa11"- Nos. 20 and 70. AA5 XXX\' !J943J. 14: 23.
" To the Bfshops of rhe Episcopal Conference meetiniz in Maternushaus of the Archdiocese
of Cologne . .John Paul II pointed our the u;itness ttiven by the Cardinal Count Clemens
August \'On Galen. the Carmelite Edith Stein. the .Jesli:it Rupert Mayer and ~numerous
orher courageous u·itnesses u·ho. in the face of inhuman tyranny. stood up on grounds of
reli11ious belief or humanitarianism ... All of them together .represent the other Germany
u•hich refused w bou· to arrog.ance and brute force and V.·hich u·a~ able. after the final
collapse. to serve as a sound nucleus and source of strenE?th for the m.attnincent moral and
material recons·truction u·hich follou·ed" <OR. English ed.. 18 May \98i; Iii.
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to. ovcrq:>mc. Tpe phenomenon of slavery, one~ more ·or less universal
in both time and. space.• has not unfortuna.tely totally disappeared .
. Such negative.-signs-ar)c;i .many others could b~ enumerated-are. not
always rooted. in raci!!t philospphical C!onceptions in the strict sense but
instead reveal the existence of a rather.widespread and troubling tendency
to u~e other human beings for one'.s own ends and, by that very fact, to
consider them of lesser
. value and
. , as it were, of an inferior stari.is.
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PART

II

FORMS OF RACISM TODAY
8.
Today racism has not disappeared . There are even troubling
new manifestations of it here and there . in various forms, be they
spontaneous, officialJy tolerated or fostitutionalized : .. In fact, if cases
of segregation based on racial theories are the exception in today's
world, the same cannot be said about phenomena of exclusion or
aggressivity. The victims are certain groups of persons whose physical
appearance or ethnic, cultural or religious ch~racteristics are different
from tho~e of the dominant group, and are interpreted by the latter
as being signs of an innate and definitive inferiority, ther~by justifying
all discriminatory practices in their regard . If, in . fact, race defines a
human group in terms of immutable and hereditary physical traits,
r~cist prejudice, u·hich dictates ra~ist behaviour, can be applied by
extension, with equally negative effects, to all persons whose ethnic
origin, 1a!1guage, religion or customs make them appear differen~.
9.
The most obvious form pf racism , m the strictest sense of the
word, to be found today is institutionalized racism . This. type is sti11
. sanctioned by the constitution amt laws of a country. It is justified
by an ideology of the superiority of persons from European stock over
those of African or Indian origin or "coloured", which is, by some, sup·
. porte<l by an erroneous interpretation of the Bible. This is the regime of
apartheid or of "separate development ". This .regime in the Republic
. of South Africa has long been characterized by a radic'al segregation in
v~st areas of public life , between the black, coloured, Indian and
white peoples, with only the latter, although numerically a minority,
holding political power and considering themselves masters . of by
far the greatest part of the territory. All South Africans are . de·
fined by a race to which the\· are officially assigned. Although some
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steps towards change have been .taken in recent years, the black
majority of the p6pulation remains excluded from effective representation
in national government and enjoys citizenship in word only. Many are relegated to "homelands" which are hardly capable of being self-sustaining
and are moreover economic~lly and politically dependent on the central
power. The majority of Christian Churches of that' country has denounced the segregationist policy. The international comm~nity 15 and
the Holy See 16 have also made strong pronouncements in this regard. ·
South Africa is an extreme case of a vision of racial inequality.
The prolongation of a state of repression, · of ~rhich the majority of
the population is victim, . is less and Jess tolerated. Such a situation
c·arries witbi.n it the seed of racist reflexes on the part of the oppressed,
which would be as ·unacc~ptable as those of which they are victim today.
For this reason, it is urgent that these prejudices be overcome in order to
build the future on the principle of the equal dignity of every person.
Experience has shown moreover that peaceful evolutions are possible
in this regard. The entire South African community, as well as the
international community, must make every effort to ptomote a concrete
dialogue between the principal parties involved. It is important that
the fear which causes so much inflexibility be banished. And it is just
as important to avoid alloV.,-ing internal conflicts to be exploited by
17
others to the detriment of 'just ice and peace .

1O·.
In some countri~s. forms of racial discrimination still persist
with regard to aboriginal peoples. In many cases, these peoples are
. no more than the remaining vestiges of the original populations of the
region, the survivors of veritable genocides carried out in the not too
On 30 No\'emhcr 19'; ). the United :-.iations adopted an Jntcm,;tionol Comientior. on
Stt also. concerning the consequences of 11p11rthl'id on employment : Seventh Rcizional Conference of. the ILO in Harare ..
Zimbab~·e. from i9 Novcmbe·r to 7 December 1988.
·
· '' Paul VI. Allocuiion 10 the l.i.l\. Srecial Committee on Apartheid. 22 May 1974 in
AAS LX\'I (1974 >. 3.i2-346; John Paul JI. Allocution to the same Commiucc. 7 July 1984.
in OR. Entdish ed .. no . .29. 16.7..1984. 11-li: Discourse to the Ci\'il Authorities and Diplomatic
Corps in Yaounde:. 12 ·°'up.ust 198:5. No. 13. in OR. Enizlish ed .. no. 35. 2.9.1985. 8-9.
" Cf. Discourse oi John Paul II to the Diplomatic Corps. n .January 1986. No. 4. in
OR, E~ish ed .. no. 3. 20.l.l986. 1-4
1
'

rhe Suppression and ·Punishnt(•111 o.1 the Crime o.1 Apartheid. ·
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distant past by tbe invaders, or tolerated by the colonial powers. Ir
is also not ·uncommon to find these .aboriginal peoples marginalized
with respect to the country's developmenr.
In many cases, their situation is similar in fact, if not in· law, to
segregationist regimes in that they are relegated to limited territories or
subjected to statutes which the new .oceupants of the country have,
in most cases, unilaterally granted to them . The right of the first
occupants to land, and a .social and political organization ~rhich would
allow them to ·preserve their cultural identi1ty, while remaining open
to others, must be guaranteed. With regard to indigenous peoples,
often numerically smal1, justice ~emands that two opposing risks· be
avoided: on the one hand, that they be relegated to reservations as
if they were to live there forever, trapped in their past; on the other ·
hand. that they be forced ro assimilate ·w ithout any concern for their
right to maintain their own identity. Solutions are indeed difficult,
and history cannot -be rewrinen. However, forms of coexistence can
be found which take. into consideration th~ vulnerability of autochthonotis groups and offer them the _possibility of maintaining their own
identity within the greater whole. ro w.hich they belong with all due
rights. The greater or lesser degree of their integration into the sur1
rounding society must be made on the basis of a free choice. '
11.
Other Stares still ha\'e varying traces of discriminatory legislation
which limit to one degree or another the civil and religious rights of
'' Cf. fi\'e· discourses of John Paul 11 :
- to the Indians of Ecuador. in Latacun(!a. 31 January 1985 in OR, En(!lish ed ..
no. 9, -1.3.198,, ,.JO:
- to the Indians of Peru. in Cuzco. 3 February 1985. in OR, En(!lish ed .. no. 12.
2,J.198.5. 3·4;
- to the abori(!ines of .Australia. in Alice Sprintrs . 29 No\•cmbcr 1986. in OR. English
· ed.. no. 49, 9.12.1986. 16-18;
·
- to the North American Indians. in Phoenix. 14 Septemt>cr 198/ in OR. En(!lish ed ..
no. 38. 21.9.1987, 21·22;
- to the Indians of Canada . in Fon Simpson. 20 September 198i, in OR, ~nglish ed..
no. 40. '.10.198'/. JJ.J2. .
- Cf. also John Paul 11. 1989 \\'orld Dar oi Peace Mcssa~e : ·To Build Peace. Rcsp«t
Minorities~.
·
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those belonging to religious minoriiies which are generally of different ·
· ethnic groups from those of the majority of the citizens. On the basis
of such religious and ethnic criteria., even though they are granted
· hospitality, the members of these minorities cannot, if they request it,
obtain citizenship in the country where they live and work. . It also
happens that conversion to the Christian faith brings about a loss of ·
citizenship. These persons, ar any rate, remain second-class citizens
.with regard, for · instance, to higher education, to housing, to employment and espedally to public and administrative services. in local communities. In this context, mention must also be made of. those.situations
where a particular religious law, u•ith its consequences for day-to-day
. living, is imposed on other communities within the same country, as,
for example, the "sharia" in some predominantly Muslim States.

12.
Some mention must also be made ~f ethnocentricil'y. This is
a very widespread attitude whereby . a people has a natural tendency
to defend its identity by denigrating that of o.thers to the point that,
at least symbolically, it r~foses · to recognize their full human quality.
This behaviour undoubtedly responds to an instinctive need to. protect
the values, beliefs and customs of one's own community which seem
threatened by those of other communities. However, it is easy to
see to what extremes such a feeling can l~ad if it is not purified and
relativized through a reciprocal openness,.thanks to.objective information
and mutual exchanges. The rejection of differences can lea.cl tQ that
form of cultural annihilation which spciologists have called .. ethnocide"
and which does not tolerate the presence of others except to the extent
that they allow themselves to be assimilated into the dominant culture.
Rarely_. do ~he political boundaries of a country coincide perfectly
with those of peoples. Almost all States, whether of recent ·or ancient
foundation, experience the problems of diverse minorities settled within
their borders. Whe11 the rights of minorities are not respected, antagonisms can take on the aspect of ethnic conflicts and give rise to racist
and tribal reflexes. The disappearance of colonial regimes or situations
of racial discrimination has therefore not always meant the end of racism
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who benefit from the indifference or active complicity of the authorities.
These are new forms of slavery which are frequent in the Third World.
There is no great difference between those who consider others their
inferiors because of their race, and those who treat their fellow citizens
as inferiors by exploiting them as a work force. In such situations,
the universal principles of social justice must be applied effectively.
Among· other things, this would also prevent the over-privileged classes
from sinking to actual "racist" feelings toward their own.- fellow citizens
and finding in them a further alibi for ma.i ntaining unjust structures.
14 .. - The phenomenon of spontaneous racism ·is still more widespread,
especially ~n countries. with high rates of immigration. This can be
observed amongst the inhabitants of these countries with regard to
foreigners,_ especially when the latter differ in their ethnic origin or
religion. The prejudices which these immigrants frequently .encounter
risk setting into motion reactions which can find their first manifestation
in an exaggerated nationalism - which goes beyond legitimate pride in
one's own country or even superficial chauvinism. Such reactions can
subsequently degenerate into xenophobia or even racial hatred. These
reprehensible attitudes have their origin in the irrational fear which
the presence of others and confrontation with differences can often
provoke. Such attitudes have as their goal, whether acknowleclged or
not, to deny the other the right to be what he or she is and, in any
case, to be "in our counrrv". Of course, there can be problems of
maintaining a- balance between peoples, cultural identity and security .
. · These problems, ·howe;..ier, must be solved \\'ith respect for others and
confidence in the enrichment that comes from human diversity. Some
large countries of the New \'X'orld .ha\'e found increased vitality in the
melting-pot of cultures. On the other hand, the ostracism and the harass·
ment of whith refugees and immigrants are too often the object are
deplorable. The result is that they are for.c ed to cling to one another,
to live, so to speak, in a ghetto which slows. down their integration
into the society \\ hich has received them administratively but which
has not welcomed them in a fully_human way.
1

r
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in States which have become independent in Africa and Asia. Within
the· artificial borders left behind by the colonial powers, cohabitation by
ethnic -groups with different traditions, langqages, cultures and even
religions, often runs up against obstacles of mutual hostilities that can
be characterized as racist. Tribal oppositions at times endanger if
not peace, at least the .pursuit of the common good of the society as
a whole. They also create difficulties for the life of the Churches and
the acceptance of . Pastors . from other ethnic groups. Even when the
constitutions of these countries.formally affirm the equality of all citizens
with .regard to one another and before the law' it is not rare that
some ethnic groups dominate others and refuse them the full enjoyment
of their rights.'9 At times, such situations ha\•e, .indeed, led to bloody
conflicts which leave lasting impressions. Still again; at times, public
authorities have nor hesitated to utilize ethnic rivalries to distract .people
from internal problems to the great detriment of the common good
an.cl of justice which they are called to serve.
It is important -to mention some analogous situarions, such as when,
for complex reasons, entire populations are kept uprooted, as refugees
from the country where they had legitimately settl~d. They are often
homeless, and, in ~ny case, without a country. There are other peoples
who, ·although living in their own land. are subjected to humiliating
conditions.20
13.
It is not an exaggeration to say that within a given country or
ethnic group forms of social racism ca.n exist. For ex~mple , great masses
of poor peasants can be treated withom any regard. for their dignity
and their rights, be driven from their lands, exploited and kept in a
situation of economic and social inferiority by all-powerful land qwners
" '\l('ith rc~ard 10 Africa. ~~,. Paul \'!. Africae f<'m1rum Messa~e 10 the Catholic Hierarchy
in Africa. 20 October 1961. in AAS LIX (19611. !013-1091 ; Di"scourse to the Parliament
of Uttanda, I Auttust 1969. in AAS LXI 11969;. 584·5~5; Di.scourse 10 the Diplomatic Corps.
14 January 1918. AAS. LXX ()918 1. li2-li3 : John Paul II. Discourse _to the Authorities
and to the Diplomatic Corps .in Yaounde. 12 Au!-!uSt 1985. nos 11 and 12. in OR, English
Cd.• no. 35, 2 .9.1985, 8·9:
lll In particular. Pope John Paul 11 has oht:n recalled that the Palestinian people ha\'C
the right to a country as do the .Jewish people.
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15.
Amongst the manifestations of systematic racial distrust , specific
mention must once again be made of anti-Semitism. If anti-Semitism
has been the most tragic form that raci~t· ideology has assumed in .our
century, with the horrors of the Jewish "'ho1ocaust ",21 it has unfortunately not yet entirely disappeared. As if some had nothing to
learn from the crimes of the past, certain organizations, with branches
in many countries, keep a]ive the anti-Semite racist myth , with the
support of networks of publications. Terrorist acts which have Jewish
persons or symbols as their target have multiplied in recent years and
show the radicalism of such groups. Anti-Zionism-whith is not of
the same order, since it questions the State of Israel a.n d its policiesserves at times as a screen for anti-Semitism, feeding on it and leading
to it. Furthermore, some countries impose undue harassments and
restrictions on the free emigration of Jews.
16.
There is widespread fear that new and as yet unknown forms
of racism might appear. This at times is expressed concerning the
use that could be made of "techniques of ~rtificial procreation" through
in vitro fertilization and the possibilities of genetic manipulation.
Although such fears are still in part hypothetical, t.hey nonetheless
draw the attention of humanity to the new and disqu.~eting dimension
of man's power over man and thus to the urgent need for corresponding
ethical principles. It is important that laws det~rmine as soon as possible the liqiits which must not be surpassed so that such "techniques"
will not fall into the hands of abusive and irresponsible powers who
might seek to "produce" human beings selected according to racial
criteria or any other characteristic. This u•ould give rise to a resurgence
of the dead1y myth of eugenic racism, the misdeeds of which the ·world
has already experienced . 2 ~ A similar abuse would be to prevent the
1' Cf. Discourse of .John Paul II durinl! hi~ visit 10 the Synaj!opuc of Romc on 13
April 1986 in OR, En(tlish ed .. no. 16. 21.4.1986. 6-i.
" Cf. Instruction of the Congregadon for the Doctrine of the Faith on Rc-s~ct for
Human Life in its Origin and on the Diimity of Procreation. Donum \'11u. . 22 February
198i, III: "Eu(!enism and forms. of discrimination bct\\'een human beinps could come to
~ legitimized: this ..i·ould constitute an act of violence and a serious offence rn the equality.
dignity and fundamemal rights of the humar:i ~rson • .
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- birth of human beings-.of one or another social or_ethnic category
through abortion and sterilization _campaigns. - Wherever the absolute
. respect for life and its transmission according to the Creator's intentfons
dis~ppears, it is .t o be feared that all moral restraint on ,a person's
power will also disappear, ·including the power· to fashion humanity
in the derisive image of these apprentice sorcerers:
In ·o rde_r firmly to reje~t such actions, and eradicate racist behaviour
of all sorts from our societies as well as the mentaiides that lead to . it, V{C must hold .sii;-ong]y to convictions about the dignity of every
human person and the unity of the _human family. - Morality flows
from these convictions: Laws can contribuJe tP· protecting the basic
application of this .morality, -but they are not enm~gh to change the
human hea·r t. The moment has com~ tQ list~n to the me:Ssage of the
Church which ~ives body to and lays th~ -fol,.indation for such convictions.
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PART

III

THE DlGNITY OF EVERY RACE .
AND THE UNITY OF HUMANKIND:
THE CHRISTIAN VISION
17.
The Ch_ristian doctrine about the human person ·has developed
from and· is enlightened by biblical Revelation, as well as from a
continuous confrontation with the aspirations and .experiences of peoples.
This doctrine has inspired the Church's attitudes, as we have already
mentioned , throughout history. It has been clearly taken up and
- synthesized for our times by the Second Vatican Council in several
key texts. · The following passage is an example of this: " All men
ar.e endowed with a rati9nal soul and are created in God's image;
they have the same nature and origin and, being redeemed by Christ,
they enjoy the same divine €ailing and destiny; there is here a basic
equality between all men and it must be given ever greater .recognition.
"Undoubtedly not all men are alike as regards physical capacity
and intellectual and moral powers. But forms of social or cultural
discrimination in basic personal rights on the grounds of sex, race,
colour, soci!ll conditions, language or religion, m4St be curbed and
eradicated as incompatible with God's design" . 2~
This doctrine has frequently been repeated by the Popes and bishops.
For example, Paul VI specified, when speaking to . ~he Diplomatic
Corps: "For those who believe in God, all human beings, even the
least privileged, are sons of the universal .Father v:ho created them
in his ·image and guides their destinies '¥ith thoughtful love. · The
fatherhood of God means brotherhood among men~ this is a strong
1
' Constitution Gaudium l!t Sp~s. no. 29: cf. also ibid., no. 60 !for the ri~ht to culturel:
cf. Declaration Nostro · Attatt., no. 5: Dccrtt Ad Genus , no. 15; Declaration Grat·issimum

Educatlonis, no. I !for the . ritzht 1o · ed~cation).

·
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point of Christian univers_alism, a common point, too, with other great
religions and an axiom of the highest human wisdom of all times, that
2
which involves the promotion of man's dignity" . '
John Piml II in turn reaffirmed ; "Man's creation by God 'in his
own image' confers upon every human person an eminent dignity ;
it also postulates the fundamental equality of all human beings. For
the Church, this equality, which is rooted in man's being, acquires the
dimension of an altogether special brotherhood through the Incarnation
of the Son of God. ... In the Redemption effected by Jesus Christ
the Church sees a further basis · of the rights and duties of the human
person. Hence every form of discrimination based on race .;. is
· .. abs~lutely _unacceptable" . 2~

18.

This principle of the equal dignity of all persons, of whatever

race, already finds solid support in the sciences arid a firm basis in philosophy , ethics and religions in general. The Christian faith respects this
intuition, this affirmation, and rejoices in it. It repre~ents a c:onsiderable convergence among the various disciplines which reinforces
the convictions of the majority of people of good will and allows universai
Declarations, Conventions and International Agreements for the protection of human rights and the elimination of all forms of raci_al ·discrimination to be dr~wn up. It ·is in this sense that Paul VI spoke
about "an axiom of the highest human wisdom of all times ".
· Nevertheless, these approaches are npt all of the same order and
their respective levels must be respected.
The sciences, on their part, contribute to dispelling much of the
false evidence used to .justify racist behaviour, or to delay necessary
changes. According to a declaration prepared at UNESCO on 8 June
" Discourse 10 the Diploma1ic Corps. 14 January 1'1iS: r1AS LXX- 119-;8;. li2. Man~·
other previous mias expressed similar 1houf!lm . in particular: Encyclical Populorum · Pro1.res·
sio, nos. 4i arid 63; Messaf!c of Paul \ 'I 10 1hc peoples of Africa read bdote the Ugandan
Parli•men1 on I Au12us1 1969: AAS LXI 11969•. ~80-:586 : Apos1olic Lener Ocrogesim.; Atfre·
niens of Paul VJ. no. 16: AAS LXlll t19il I. 413 ; Messai:e for the 1971 \'('orld Day of
Peaec: "Even· man is m\· bro1her·.
1' Allocu;ion of )oh~ Paul 11 10 1hc L'S. Special Commiuce a1?ains1 Apartheid, i July
1984. in OR, English ed.. no. 29. 16J.19S4. 11·12.
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1951 by a group of prominent scientists: "Experts generally recogniz~
that "all human persons living -today belong to the same species, homo
sapiens, and that _ they descended from one same stock" .lt- But - the
sciences are not sufficient to substanciate anti-racist convictions. Because
of their methods , they do not allow themselves to say the last word
about the human person and his or he~ destiny , and to define universal
moral rules of a binding nature for consciences.
_
Philosoph)', ethics and the -major religions are interested in the
origin, nature ~nd destiny of human beings on a level that escapes
scientific research left to ics own means. They seek to ~asc unconditional
respect for all numan life on a more decisi,·e level· than the observing
of customs. and the· consensus of an age , which is always fragile and
ambiguous . They can therefore . in the best of cases, adopt a universalism
which Christian doctrine bases solidly on Revelation received from God.

19.

According to biblical Revelation . God created the human being
-man and \voman-in his image and likeness.r. This bond between
the human person and the Cre~tor . provides the basis of his or her
dignity and · fundamenta l inalienable rights of which God · is the
guarantor. To these personal rights obviously correspond duties toward
others. Neither the individual nor sociery, the State nor any human
institution can reduce a person, or a · group of persons. to the status
of an object.
· The belief that 'God is at the origin of humankind transcends,
unifies and gives meaning to all the partial observations that science
can amass about the process of evolution and the development of
societies. It is the most radical affirmation of the equal dignity of all
persons in God . With this -concept, a person eludes all those manipu. lations of human powers and of ideological propaganda \l!hich seek
to justify the servitude of the weakest. F·a ith in the one God, Creator
and Redeemer of all humankind made in his image and likeness , con·
stitutes the absolute and unes~apable negation of any racist ideologies.

t

,. Lt- rarismr dr:1·ai:1 /11 s,·ir:11r.-. L":'\ESCO . P:iris. !9i3. no . I . 3c9
:- Ci. Gr:1; I :26-27; 5: 1·2: 9 :(' ....: i1 is forbidden tC" s hed the hlood l)f man created in
God's ima11c .
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It is ·still necessary to draw out all the cons~quences of this: "''\X'e
cannot truly pray to God the Father of all if we treat any people in
other than brotherly fashion , for all men are created in God's image".2i
20.
Revelation , indeed, insists just ·as much on the unity of the
htfman family: all persons created in God have the same origin. ·Whatever may, throughout histo.ty, have been theh dispersion or the accentuation of their differences, they are destined to form one sole family
according to G~d's plan established " in the beginning". In the first
man, the unity of all humankind, present and future, is typologically
affirm~d. Adam-from adama, the ea.rth-is a collective singular. It
is the human species which is the " image of. God " . Eve, the first
woman , is· called " the mother of all those who live" , "l'I and from the
first couple "the human race was born" ,JO and everyone is of the "family
of Adam " .]1 As St. Paul told the Athenians: .. From one single stock
he ... created the whole human race so that they could occupy the
entire earth", and so everyone can say \\'ith . the poet that they are
of God's same " race " .u
The choice of the Jewish people, does not contradict thi~ universalism . . It was a divine pedagogy which wanted to assure the
preservation and development of faith in the Eternal, who is unique,
thus giving a basis to the. ensuing rcswnsibilities. If the people of
Israe.l were au are of a special bond with God, they also affirmed that
1
there was a Covenant of the en.t ire human . race with him l . and that, ·
even in the Cqvenant made with them , all peoples are ca.lied to sah·ation:
"All the tribes of the earth shall bless themselves by you ", God told
Abrah_am .J..1
1

:11 Declaration Ncistra A etate, no. 5. quoted in the Discou rse of J ohn Paul 11 to Mu slim Youth
in (,asab!anca. 19 August 1985. which adds: " This obedience 10 God and lo'•e for man
must lead ·us to ·respect human ri11h1s. those ri~hts which are t he: expression of God's \\'ill
and the requirement of human nature 1ust as God created it-. OR. En~lish ed.. no. Ji.
16.9.1985. 7.
10

Ge11 3:20.
"' Tb 8: 6 .
.., Cf. Ge11 5: 1.
1: Cf. Ar 17: 26. 28, 29.
" 0. Ge11 9 : 11 fi.
" Ge11 12: 3: Ar 3:25.
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The New Testament reinforces this revelation of the dignity
of all persons, their basic unity and their du~y of fraternity, since all
are equally saved and gathered together by_Christ.
The mystery of the. Incarnation sho\\'S in what esteem God held
human nature since, in his Son~ he wanted to u~ite it to his ov:n nature
without any confusion or separation. In a certain way, Christ has united
· himself with each person." Christ is, in a unique wa)i, "the image of the
invisible God" ."JI> He alone manifests perfectly God's being in the hµmble
human condition which he freely assumed.n This is \\'hy he is the
"new _Adam", the prototype of a new humanity "the eldest of many
brothers" 35 in whom the divine likeness disfigured by sin is restored. By becoming flesh amongst us, the eternal Word of God
"humbled himself to share in our humanity" ,39 in .order to make us
share in his divinity. The work of salvation carried out by God in
Christ is universal. It is no longer destined only for the chosen people.
It is the whole "race of Adam". which is involved and which is "recapitulated" in Christ, according to the expression of St. Irenaeus.-40
With Christ, all are called to enter, through faith, into the definitive
Covenant with God_,'1 over and above circumcision, the Law of Moses
and race.
This Covepant is fulfilled and sealed through the sacrifice of Christ
who obtained the Redemption of a sinful humanity. Through Christ's
cross \\'as abolished religious division-which had hardened i_I)to ethnic
division-between the people of the promise that was already fulfilled
and the rest of humanity. The pagans. who were until . that time
"excluded from membership of Israel, aliei:is with no part in the
covenants with their 'Promise ... , have been brought very close, by the
-'~ Cf. Pastoral Consritution Gaudium el Spes. 22.
,. Col 1:15; cl. 2 (or -l : -l.
n C{ Ph 2:6-i.
" Rm 8:29.
"' Roman Missal, OtiertorY.
'° Cf. ,lidi;ersus Haereses, .Ill, 22. 3: •The Lord is the one u·ho recapitulated in himself

all the scattered nations descended from Adam. all the lan~uaE?eS and generarions of men
including Adam himself". henaeus \US inspired by S1. Paul: Ep. I : 10; Col J :20.
" Cf. Rm I: 16-17 ..
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blood of Christ" .'2 It is he who had "made the two into one and.
broken down the barrier which used to keep them apart, actually
destroying in his own person · the hostility ... ".u Out of the Jew and
the pagan, Christ wanted "to create one single New Man in ·himself., .
This New Man is the C<?llective name of hum~nity redeemed by him,
with all the diversity of its components, reconciled V.'ith God in a
single Body which is the Church, through the Cros~ \\•hich killed
hostility.44 In this way, now " ... there is no distinction between Greek
and Jew, between the cfrcumcis~d or the uncircumcised, or between
barbarian and Scythian, slave and free man. There is only Christ:
.he is everything and he is in everything" .•s Therefore. the believer,
whatever ·his pre,·ious condition may have been, has put on the New
Man \\'ho Is constantly renewed in the image of his Creator. And
Christ gathers together in unity the scattered children of God.~ ·
Christ's ~essage .envisages not only a spiritual fraternity. It pre- ··
supposes and entails very important concrete behaviour in daily life .
. Christ himself gave the example. The narrow context of Palestine
where nearly all his earthly life took place did not give him many
opportunities to meet people from another race. Ho\l'ever, he accepted
all the categories of persons with whom he came into contact. He
. did riot hesitate to spend time u•ith the Samaritans,4; to refer to them
as an example,4E although they were despised by the Jews who treated
~hem as heretics. He made all who were marginalized in . one way
or · another benefit .from his salvation: the .skk, sinners-men and
\\romen, prostitutes, pub.licans, pagans such as the Syro-phoenician
woman." Only those were left aside who excluded themselves because
of their own self-sufficiency-, such as certain Pharisees. And he warned
us solemn]y: we· \\'ill be judged on the ·a ttitude we have toward the
"Cf. Ep 2 : 11-13 .
.. Ibid. 2: 1-1.
·'-cf. ibid. 2:1:>-16.
" Col 3: 11 : cf. G11 3 : 28 .
.. 0. · Jn ~I : 52.
., Cf. Jn 4: 4-42.
.. Cf. U 10:33 .
.. Cf. Mk i :24.
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stranger or the least of his brothers; for, without our even knowinf!
it, it is Christ himseH whom we meet in them.~
· Christ's resurrection and the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost
ushered in this new humanity. Incorporation into this new humanity
comes through faith and Baptism, following the preaching of and free
adherence to the GospeJ. This Good News is meant for all races.
"Make disciples of all the nations.,.~'
22.
The Church has therefore the vocation in the midst of the world
to be the people redeemed and reconciled with God and amongst
themselves, forming "one body, o~e spirit in Christ" ,52 and giving
witness before all to respect and lo\•e. "Every nation under heaven"
was symbolically represented 'in Jerusalem a·t Pentecost,~~ .the antitype
and victory over the dispersion of Babel:" As Peter said, \\•hen he
was called to the house of the pagan, Cornelius, "God has sho\\;n me
that I should not call any man common or unclean . .. God shows no
55
partiality ... ".
The Church has the sublime vocation of realizing,
first of all withi'n herself, the unity of humankind over and above any
ethnic, cultural, nat-ional, social or other divisions in order to signify
precise1y that such divisions are nQ\\' obsolete, having been abolished
by the cross of Christ. In doing this, the Church contributes toward
promoting the fraternal coexistence of all peoples. The Second Vatican
·Council has rightly defined the Church as "sacrament, a sign and
instrument, that is , of communion with God and of unity among all
men" ~ since "both Christ and the Church ... transcend the distinctions
of race and nationality ''.~ \Xlithin the Church "no inequality arising
from race or natjonality. soda! c9ndition or sex" should exist.sr. This
is indeed the meaning of the word "Catholic"-i. e. universal, which
7

' ' Mt 25: 38. 40.
" Mt 28: 19.
51

Eucharisric Prayer ) J1.

~'

Cf. Ac 2: ~ " Cf. Gtn 11: 1·9.
'' Ac 10: 28, .34.
·"' Constitution Lumt11 Gtntium. no. 1.
Dc-crtt Ad Gtntts. no. 8.
" Lstmtn Gtntium, no. 32.
1
'
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is one of the marks of the Church. As the Church spreads, this
catholicity becomes more manifest. The Church actually gathers
together Christ's faithful from all the .nations of the wprld, from the
most diverse cultures, who are led by Pastors from their own peoples,
all. sharing the same faith and the same charity.
The repeated failures due to people's insensibility and the sins of
her own members car:i in no way weaken what the Church has the
vocation and mission to accomplish by divine n:iandate. They confirm
rather that it is not a human uriderta.king but a plan that surpasses
merely hum~ forces. In any case, it is i~portant that Christians
become more a\\'are that they are all calJed to be a sign in the world.
Should th~y banish all forms of racial, ethnic, national or cultural
discrimination from their conduct, . the world would recognize better
the newness of the Gospel of reconciliation. In the Church, they
must anticipate th_e eschat0logical and definitive community of the
Kingdom of God.
23.
The Christian teaching. which has just been presented, has in
fact serious moral consequences which can· be· summarized in three key
words: respect for differences, fraternit~;· solidarity.
If people, and human communities, are all equal in dignity, that
does not mean that they all ha\1e, at a give11 moment , equal physical
·abilities, cultural endov:ments, intellectual and moral strengths or that
they are at the same stage of development. Equality does not mean
uniformity. It is important to recognize the diversity and complem~n
tarity of one another's culcural riches and moral qualities. Equality of
treatment therefore implies a certain recognition of differences which
minorities themsel\'es demand in order to develop according to their
own specific characteristics, in respect for others and for the common
good of society and the world community. No human group, however,
can boast of' having a natural superiority over otihers,~ or of exercising
any dis"rimination that affects the basic rights of the person.
l'f Cf. Enc\'dical Parem m Terris of John XXll I. JI April 1963. u·hich denounces. follou·intt
Pius XI. the ~anda.I constituted by th~ persi5tance of ideolottics according. to ...i:·hich "some
human beings or nations arc superior 10 others by nature·.
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Mutual respect is nor enough: .fraternity must be established. The
dynamism necessary for such fraternity is none other ~han charity, which
is also very much at the heart of the Christian message: "Every· man
·is my brother" .II) Charity is not ·fust a si.mple feeling of benevolence
or pity. It aims at enabling each and every one to benefit effectively
from worthy . conditions. of life due in justice: for survival, freedom
and development in all circumstances. It makes a person see him or
herself, in Christ, in every other man and ·woman, according to the
divine precept: "Love your neighbor as yourself".
Recognition of fraternity is not enough. One must go on to
effective solidarity between all, in particular between rich and poor.
Pope John Paul Il's recent Ency~lical, Sollicitudo Rei Socia/is (30
December 19 8 i ), insists on interdependence " sensed as a systern determining relationships in the contemporary world ... and accepted as
a moral category. When interdependence becomes recognized in this
way, the correlative response as a moral and social attitude, as a 'virtue',
is solidarity" ,61 Peace among people and nations is at stake: "Opus
solidaritatis pox, peace is the fruit of solidarity " .ei
"' Theme of the 197·1 \X' orlJ Day oi Peaco: ..
1
•
EnC)·dical 5ollici111do R"i Snria!is . no. 35
'' Ibid., no. 39.
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PART

IV

CONTRIBUTION OF CHRIStiANS, IN UNION WITH OTHERS,
·ro PROMOTING FRATERNITY
AND SOLIDARITY AMONGST RACES

24.

Racial prejudice, which denies the equal dignity of all the members ~f the human family . and blasphemes the Creator, can only be
eradica~ed by going to its roots, where it is formed: in the h~man .heart.
It is from the heart that just or unjust' behaviour is born ,u according
to whether persQns are open to God's will-in the natural . order and
in the Living- Word-Or whether they dose themselves up in those
egoisms dictated by fear or the instinct of domination. It is the way
we look at others that must be purified. Harbouring racist thoughts
and entertaining racist attitudes is a sin against the specific message
of Christ for whom one's "neighbour" is not only a person from my
tribe, my milieu,
religion or my nation: it is every person that I
meet along the ""ay.
It is not through external means-legislation or scientific proofsthat racial prejudice can be uprooted . It is indeed not enough that
laws prohibit or punish all typ<;s of racial discrimination: these laws
can easily be gotten around if the community for u·hich they are intended
does not fully accept them . To overcome discrimination, a ~ommunity
IDUSt interiorlze the values that inspire just Jaws and live Out, in day-to-day
life. the conviction of the equal dignit~' of all.

my

A change of heart cannot . occur \J:ithout stre.ngthening spiritual
convictions regarding respect for other races and ethnic groups. The
Church, on its part, contributes t<;> forming consciences by clearly pre25.

"Cl. Mk i :21·2'>.
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seming the entire Christian doctrine on this subject. She particularly
asks pastors , preachers ' teachers and . catechists to explain the true
teaching of Scripture and Tradition about the origin of all people i~
God, their final common destin_y in the Kingdom of God, the value of
the precept of fraternal love, and the total .incompatibility between
racist exdusivism and the universal calling of all to the same salvation
in Jesus Christ. Recourse to the Bible to justify a posteriori any racist
·prejudice must be firmly denounced. The Church has never authorized
any such deformed interpretation of Scripture.
The Church's persuasive task is equally carried out through the
witness of life of Christians: respect for foreigners, accept~nce of dialogue, sharing, mutual aid and collaboration with other ethnic groups·.
The world needs co see this parable in action among Christians in ·
order to be convinced by Ch~ist 's message. Of course, Christians
themselves must humblv admit that members of the Church, on all ·
levels, have not alv:ays lived out this teaching coherently throughout
history. Nonetheless , they must continue to proclaim what is right
while seeking to "do" the truth .""
26.
Doctrine and examples by themselves are not sufficient. The
victims of racism, wherever they may be, must be defended . Acts
of discrimination amongst persons and peoples for racist or other
reasons-religious or ideological-and which lead to contempt and to
the phenomena of exclusion, must be denounced · and brought to light
without hesitation and strongly rejected in o rder . to promote equitable
behaviour, legislative dispositions and sQcial structures.
An increasing number of people have become more sensitive co
this injustice and are opposing all forms of racism. They may be doing
so out of .religious conviction or for humanitarian reasons. This inspires chem at times to stand up against repression by certain powers,
or at least against the pressures of a sectarian public opinion , and to
face scorn and 1mpnsonment. Christians do not hesitate, with the
.. Cf.],, 3: 21.
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necessary discernment, to assume their responsibilities in this struggle
for the dign_ity of their brothers and sisters, always showing a preference
for non-violent means.~~
·
27.
In her denunciations of racism, however, the Church tries to
maintain an evangelical attitude with regard ·to all. This is undoubtedly
her particular gift. While she is not afraid to ·examine 'lucidly the
evils of racism and disapprove of them, eve~ to those who are responsible·
for them, she also seeks to understand how these people could have
reached that point. She would like ro help them find a reasonable
way out of the impasse in which they find themselves. Just as God
·does not' take pleasure at the death of a sinner,11(> the Church aspires .
more to helping them if they consent to remedy the injustice com· .
mitted. She is also concerned with preventing victims from having
recourse to violent struggle and thus falling into a racism similar to
that which they are rejecting. The Church ·wisihes to be a place for
reconciliation ·and does not want to heighten opposition. She invites_
all to act in such a way that hatred be banished. She preaches love.
·She patiently prepares a change in me_ntality \\;ithout which structural
changes would be in vain.

28.

In the formation of a

non-raci~t

conscienc·e , the role of schools
is primordial. The Magisterium of the Church has always highlighted
the importance of an education that stresses \\1hat is common to all.
It is also important to show that others, precisely because they are

., Instruction of the Conj!rej!ation for the Doctrine of the Faith. ChriJ1ian Freedom and
Liberation, 22 March 1986. nos. i~. i9. "Situations of 11rave injustice require the coura~e
to make far-reaching reform~ and to suppress unjustifiable prh·ile~~- Bur those wl?o discredit
the path of reform and fa\'our the myth of re·volution not only fosrer the illusion that the
abolition of an evil situation is in itself suffideni to create a more humane sociery: rher also
encourage the setting up of totalitarian rcj!imes. The fighr aj!ains1 injustice is meanin~less unless
it is \l"aged \l'ith a \'iew to esrablishin!l ~ new social and political order in confonriiry with
the demands of justice. .Justice must already mark each s1a11e of the. establishn;ent of this
ne\l· order. Thefe is a moraliiy of means. ... Indeed, because of the cominual development
of the technolo!lr of violence and the increas'in11ly serious dan11ers implied in its r«aurse,
that wpich today is- termed 'passi,·e resistance' shows a way more conformable to moral
principles and ha\'ing no less prospects for success· .
.. Cf. Ezk 18: 32.
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different, can enrich our experience. While it is normal, for inst~nce,
for ·history to cultivate esteem for one's country, it is regrettable that
it can lead to a· blind chauvinism and to according only a secondary
place to the a~hievemems of other nations, con~idered inferior. As
has already been done in some countries, it may be necessary to revise
scholastic texts \\'hich falsify history, pass over the historical misdeeds
of racism in silence or justify the principles behind it. In the same
way, civic education must be conceived in such a way so as to .uproot
discriminatory reflexes toward persons belonging to other ethnic groups.
More and more, the school pro\·ides the occasion for the children of
immigrants to mix with the children of the receiving country. Hopefully this . will provide an opportunity to help both groups to know
one another better and to prepare a more harmonious coexistence.
In addition, many young . people today seem to be less prone to
racial preju_dice. This. pr6vides a hope for the future which must be
fostered. On the other hand, it is regrettable to see other young people
organized int9 gangs in order to commit acts of violence against certain
racial groups, or turning sports events into chauvinistic demonstrations
which end up in vandalism or massacres. Unless they are ideologically
nurtured, racial prejudices most · often come from ignorance about
others which gives full vent to imagination and engenders fear. There
is no lack of occasions today for accustoming young people to respect
and esteem for differences: international exchanges, travel, language
courses, the t\\·inning of cities. vacation camps, international schools,
sports and cultural activities.

29.
Persuasion and educ!ltion must be coupled with the will to
translate respect for other ethnic groups into legislation and into the
structures and functioning o( regional or national institutions.
Racism will disappear from legal texts only when it dies in people's
hea~ts. However, there must also be direct ac:tion in the legislative
fieid. Wherever discriminatory laws still exist , the citizens who are
aware of the perversity of this ideology must assume their responsibilities
so that, through democratic processes, legislation \\'ill be put in harmony
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with the moral law. Within a given State; the law must be equal for
all citizens without disti.nction. A dominant group, whether numerically in the majority or minority, .can never do as it likes with the
-basic ·rights of other groups. It is important for ethnic, linguistic or
religious minorities who live within the borders of the same State, to
enjoy recognition of the same inalienable rights as other citizens, including the right to live together according to their specific .cultural and
religious characteristics. Their choice to be integrated into the surrounding culture must be a free one.67
The status of other citizens or persons, · such as immi~rants or refugees, or temporary foreign workers, is often more precarious. It
is all the more urgent that their basic human rights be recognized and
guaranteed. It is precisely these people who are most often the victims
of racial prejudice. The law must take care to check any act of aggressivity toward them as well as the conduct of anyone--employers,
· who attempts to subject these
.functionaries or private indiviqualsmore vulnerable persons to various forms of exploitation, be it economi.c
or other.
Of course; it is · up to the public powers who are responsible for
the common good to determine the number of refugees or immigrants
.which their country can accept, taking into consideration its possibilities
for employment and its perspectives for developnlent but also t~e
urgency of the need of other people. The State must also see to it
that a serious social imbalance is not created which would be accompanied by sociological phenomen.a of rejection such as those which can
occur when an overly hea\'y concentration of persons from another
cuhure is percejved as directly threatening the identity and customs
of the 1ocal community that receives them. In the apprenticeship to
difference, everything- cannot be expected all at once, but the possibilitities for new ways of living together and even of mutual enrichment must be considered. Once a foreigner is admitted to a country
•~ Cf. John Paul I I. I 989 \'\'orld Da,· of Peace
Mi_noriiies •.
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and accepts the rules of public order, he or she has the right to
protection by the law for the entire duration of his or her stay there.
In the same way, lab9ur legislation should not permit that, for
equal work , non-citizens who have found employment in a country
should suffer discrimination compared to native-born workers with
regard to salary, social security and old age insurance.. It is precisely
in work relations that a better knowledge about, and mutual acceptance
of, ·persons from different ethnic and cultural origins should grow, and
a human solidarity be built which is capable of overcoming earlier
prejudices.
30.
On the inte.rnational le.vel, It 1s important to continue to draw
up juridical instruments to overcome racism and, above all, to make
them fully effective.
.
After the excesses of Nazism, the United Nations committed itself
\Vholeheartedly to respect for persons and peoples.°' An important
International Co~ventiOn on the eliminaiion of all for~s of racial dis·
crimination was adopted by the Twentieth General Assembly of the
United Nations on 21 December 1965. Among other things it stipulates
that " there is no justification for. racial discrimination in theory or in
practice, any:\\·here" (Preamble, § 6). It also foresees · legislative and
judicial measures for enacting these provisions. It come into force
on 4 January 1969, and the Holy See formally ~atified it on 1st May
of the same year.
The United Nations also decided on 2 November 197 3 to proclaim
a "Decade to combat racism and racial discrimination ". Pope Paul VI
immediately expressed "his lively interest" and "deep satisfaction"
for this new initiative:
"This pre-eminently human undertaking will once again find the
Holy See and the United Nations in close accord-albeit on different
levels and ~·ich different means" .l'i
" In particular: United Nations Charier of 26 June 1945. art 1. S 3: Uni\'ersal Declaration
of Human Ri(!hts of IQ December 194&. art. I. 2. 16. 26: 11 : United l'\ations Declaration
on the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination of 20 No\'embcr 1963 .
.. Message 10 the linited l'\a1ior:is for .the rwemy-fihh 1nni~ersai:· of the Uni\'enal
Declaration of H uman Rij.!hts. 10 December 19i.i. AAS LX.V !19i3J. 673-677. On the occasion
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The Economic and Spc.ial Council of the United Na.tions (ECOSOCi
has had, since 1946, a Commission on Human Rights, which, in turn,
set up a Sub-Commission on Prevention of Disarimination an~ Protection
of Minorities.
The Holy See's contribution continued through the participation
of its delegations in severa] important manifestations of the Decade,
and also in other inter-governmental meetings.10 Smee then a second
"Decade" has been proclaimed (1983-199 3).
31.
These efforts by the HoJy See, as a duly recognized member of
the international community, must not be considered in isolation from
ihe many and diverse efforts of Christian 'communities around the w~rld
nor from the personal commitment of Christians in civil institutions.
In this context, special mention could be made of ihe contribution
of various episcopates across the world. One could cite, by way of
example, the efforts made by the bishops of tu·o countries which have
experienced the problems of .radsm in a particularly acute, if albeit,
different wa)•.
T~e first example is that of the United States of !imerica where
racial discrimination had been mainta.ined in the legislation of several
States Jong after the Civil War (1861-1865). It was only in 1964 that
the Civil Rights Law put an end to alJ forms of legally practiced
discrimination. This represented a considerable step forward, matured
over a lpng period and marked by numerous initiatives of a non-violent
of the above.mentioned Decade. in ! 9i8. the Pontifical Commission ·Iustitia et Pax" published
a brochure \l•ritten. b~· RC\'. Ro~m Heckel. S.J .. entitled: 5rruggl!: against Racism: tbe Church's
Contribution which ga\'e an O\'ervie\\' of the iHue.
" Particular mention could be made of:
- the International Conference on Namibia and Human Righ1s !Dakar. ~-8 January
1976);
.
- World Conference for ace ion against apartheid !Lal!os. 2.2-26 Aul!USt 1977 >;
- the Mce1ing of governmental represe~tatives charged with drawing up a draft Declaration
on race and racial prejudice !L1 NES~O. Paris. 1.3·21 March 19i8J;
- the World Confcrcncc on the mugsle against racism and racial discrimination (Geneva.
·14-25 August 19i8);
- 1he Second World Conference on the struggle apinst racism and racial discrimination
(Geneva. 1·12 Au~st 1983 1.
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nature. The Catholic Church, especially through its extensive educational system, as well as through th~ declarations of the Episcopate,
.
contributed to this process.71
Despite on-going efforts, much still remains to be done to eliminate
completely racial prejudice and behaviour even in what can be considered one of the most interracial nations of the world: Proof of this
is the statement adopted by .the Administrative Board of the United
States Catholic Conference on 26 March 1987 which pointed out the
persistence of signs of racism in American society and condemned the
·activity of racist organizations such ~s the "Ku Kiux Klan".
The second example is that of the Church in South Africa, faced
with quite a different siru~tion. .The commitment of the South African
Bishops, very. often in dose collabor~tion with the other Christian
Churches, to racial equality and against apar1heid is weU known. In
·this regard, the following more recent documents of the Episcopal
Conference could be mentioned: Pastoral -L etter published on 1 May
1986, .with the signifi.cant title: "Christian Hope . in the Current
Crisis" 72 and the Message addressed to the Head of State in August
1986.73
The situation in Sou.th Africa has given rise, across the world, to
manifestations of solidarity with those who suffer because of apartheid
as well as in support of ecclesial initiatives." Furthermore, these
initiatives are frequently carried out ecumenically,· Pope John Paul II,
for his part, has repeatedly expressed his concern to the Catholic bishops
of South Africa.75
On 10 September 1988, during his visit to Southern Africa, the
Pope addressed all the bishoJ:>s of the region , gathered in Harare, and,

a.

11
the most important document of the last decade: ·Brothers and Sisters to Us:
a Pastoral Letter on Racism in Our Day·, published in 1979.
"q. Origins, vol. 16. ro. 1, 11.
>J Cf. OR, English ed., no. 46. 1/.11.1986. 15.
'' Panicular mention must be made of the letter which Cardinal Rotter Etchega.ray
addressed to the Most Re\·. Denis Hurle\· I then President of the Episcopal Conference J on
8 Match 1986 in orde·r to encourage the Bishops' diorts ·and em:isa1te possibl~ steps for
overromin1: the conflic~. Cf. OR, Enttlish ed .. no. Ji. 28.-4.1986. 10.
11
In particular on the occasion of Ad limina \•isits . the last of \I' hi ch tocik place in
November 19.Si. Cf. Discourse of John Paul 11 in OR. English ed .. no. 49. i .l2.l 98i. 2.
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in particular, he said to them: "The question of apartheid, understood
as- a system of social, economic and ·· political discrimination, engages
your mission as teachers and spiritual guides. pf your flocks in a neces.sary
and determined effort to counteract · injustices and to advocate the
replacement of that policy with one · consistent with justice and love.
I encourage· you to continue to hold firmly and ·courageously to the principles which are at the basis of a peaceful and just response to the
legitimate aspirations of all your fellow-citizens.
"I am aware of the attitudes expressed over the years by the Southern
African Catholic Bishops' Conference, from the first corporate statement
of 1952. The Holy See and I myself have drawn attention to the
injustices of apartheid on numerous occasions, and most recently before
an ecumenical group of Christian leaders from South Africa on a visit
to Rome. To them 1: recalled that 'since reconciliation is at the heart
of the Gospel', Christians cannot accept structures of racial discrimination
whic~ violate .human rights. But they must also realize that a change
of structures is linked to a change of hearts. The changes they seek
are rooted in the power of love, the Divine Love from which every
Christian action and transformation springs' (Address to a · Joim
Ecumenical Delegation from Souch Africa , 27 May. 1988) ". ~
7

· 32 ... · Lastly, if .racism troubles. the peace of societies, it also poisons
international peace. Where there · is no justic~ on this major issue,
violence and wars easily break m.i"t, · and relations with neighbo~ring
nations are disturbed.
In -relations between States, a faithful application of the principles
of the equal dignity of all peoples should exclude that certain nations
be treated by others on the basis of racial prejudices. In tensions
· ·between .States, certain political decisions of an adversary cai;i be condemned , as well as unjust behaviour on ohe or a_n other given point,
or possibly the failure to keep a promise, but a people cannot be globally
condemned for what is often the fault of its leaders. It is through
'' OR, English cd, no 3i. 12.9.1988. 3.
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such primary, irrational reactions that racial prejudices can get the
upper hand and poison relations between nations in a lasting way:
· The internatiorial community does not have any means of coercion
at its disposal with regard . to States . which, through their legal
system, still practice racial discrimination mward their own pe9ples.
Nevertheless, international law does allow for appropriate external
pressure to be exercised in their regard, to lead them, according to an
organic and negotiated plan, to abolish racist legislation in favour of
a legislation in ·conformity with human rights. However, the international community must take the greatest care 1n these delicate situations
lest its action precipitate the country concerned into even more dramatic
internal conflicts.
As for· countries where serious racial tensions exist, they must
become aware of the precariousness of a peace which d9Cs not rest
on the consensus of alJ ·the society's components. History shov:s that
the prolonged failure to recognize human rights almost always ends
in outbreaks of uncontrollable violence. In order to establish an order
based on law, antagonist groups must let themselves be won over by
supreme and transcendent values which are the basis cf all human communities and all peaceful relations ·among nations.

33 .

Conclusion.

The effort 'tO overcome ra.cism does in fact seem to have become an
imperative \\'hich is broadly anchored in human consciences. The 1965
U .N. Convention expressed this conviction forcefully: "Any doctrine
of superiority based on the difference between races is scientifically
false, morally condemnable and socially unjust ·and dan~erous ".77 The
Church's doctrine affirms it ~·ith no less vigour: all racist theories are
contrary to Christian faith and love. And. yet , in sharl? contrast to
r. Par. 6 of the Preamble of the Jnterna11onaf Convention un thr eliminatio11 of all fo,,,1s
of rtUial discriminatio11, which u·as adopced on 21 December 1965 and u·hich encered inio

force on 4 January 1969.
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growing awareness of human dignity, racism still exists and continually reappears in different forms. ' It is a wound in humanity's
side that mysteriously remains open. Everyone, therefore, must make
efforts to heal ·it with great firmness and patience.
There is no question, however, of grouping everything· together.
··T here are different degrees and forms of racism. Racism as such is
applied to contempt for a race characterized by its ethnic origin, colour
or language. Today apartheid is the· most marked and systematic form
of this: change is absolutely necessary and urgent here. There are ,
however, many ·ocher forms of exclusion and rejection for which
the reason invoked is not race, but which have similar effects. All
forms of discrimination_must be firm]y opposed, It would be hypocritical to point a finger at only one country: ·rejection based qn race
exists on every continent. Many practi'e a discrimination in fact which
they abhor in law.
Respect for every person and every race is respect for basic rights,
dignity and fundamental equality. This does not mean erasing cultural
differences. Instead it is important to educate to a positive appreciation
of the complementary diversity of peoples. A well-understood pluralism
resolves the problem of closed racism.
Racism and racist acts m.u st be condemned. The application of
·legislative, disciplinary and administrative measures, or even appropriate
external pressure, can be timely. Countries and international organizations have at their disposal a whole range of initiatives to be taken
or encouraged. It is equally the responsibility of the citizens concerned, but without , for that reason , goi~g so far as to replace violently
one unjust situation with another injustice. Constructive solutions
must always be en\'isaged.
The. Catholic Church encourages all these efforts. The Holy See
has its role to play in the context of its specific mission. All Catholics
are invited to work concretely side by side with other Christians and
all others who have this same respect for persons. The Church wants
first and foremost to change racist attitudes , including those within
her own communities . . She ~ppeals first of all to the mora~ and re·
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ligious sense of people. She states exigencies but uses fraternal persuasion, her only weapoii. She asks God to change hearts. · She offers
a place for reconciliation. She wou.ld like to see ·promoted initiatives
of welcome, of exchange and of mutual assistance as regards men and
women belonging to other ethnic groups. Her mission is to give soul
to this illlqlense undertaking of human fraternity. Despite the si.nful
limitations of her members, yesterday and today, she is aware of having
been co!)stituted a witness to Christ's charity on earth, a sign and instrument of the unity of humankind. The message she proposes to everyone, and which she tries to live is: "Every person is ·my brother or
. ".
sister
November 3, 1988
Liturgical memorial of St Martin of Porres
(Born in Lima of a Spanish fat~ and a black slave mother )
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