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LUTHERAN COUNCIL in the United St ates of America 

'. 315 Park Avenue South, New York, 

New York 10010/Area 212-677-3950 

Division of THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 

January 3, 1969 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
~er.ican Jewish Connnittee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear ~re: 

We promised to send you a list of the names of the Lutherans ·participat
ing in our March 6, 1969 conversation, together with a bit of biographi
cal data on each one. The participants are: 

PRESENTERS 

The Reverend Doctor Nils Dahl (Church of Norway) 
Professor New Testament, Divinity School 
Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut 

.• . "Election and the People of God" 

The Rever,end Doctor Horace Hummel 
ProfeS?9~ of Hebrew and the Old Testament 
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago 
1100 East 55th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 

•.. "Law and Grace" 

SPECIAL CONSULTANTS 

The Rever~nd Doctor Harold Ditmanson 
Professor of Religion 
St. Olaf College 
Northfield, Minnesota 

The Reverend Doctor Arthur Car~ Piepkorh 
Graduate Professor of Systematic Theology 
Concordia Seminary, · St. Louis, Missouri 

The Reverend Doctor George Farell 
Professor of Theology, School of Religion 
State Univer sity, Iowa City, Iowa 

'(Tentative) 

(Tentative) 
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STANDING_COMMITTEE--DIVISION 'OF THEOLOGICAL STUDIES, LCUSA 

The Reverend Doctor Robert Bertram, Chairman of the Department of 
Systematic Theology and -Associate Professor of Historical and Sys
tematic Theology, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri 

The Reverend Docto.r Herbert J. A. Bouman, Professor of Systematic 
Theology, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri 

The Reverend Doctor Jerald! Brauer, Dean, Lutheran School of Theology, 
Chicago, Illinois 

The Reverend Doctor Kent S. Knutson, President, Wartburg Theological 
Seminary; Dubuque, Iowa 

The Reverend Doctor Harold. Lohr, Paptor, .Ascension Lutheran Chu~ch, 
Northfield, Illinois 

The Reverend Stephen G. Mazak, Pastor, St. John Lutheran Church, 
Cudahy·, Wisco~sin 

The Reverend Doctor Fred Meuser, Professor of Historical Theology and 
Director .of Postgraduate Studies, Evangelical Lutheran Theological 
Seminary·, Capit.al University, Columbtis, Ohio · 

The Reverend Doctor Theodore F. Nickel, Second Vice-President., Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, and Pastor of Jehovah Lutheran Church, Chicago; 
Illinois 

The Reverend Doctor John H. P. Reumann, Professor of New Testament, 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Philadelph:i,a, Pennsylvania 

The Reverend Doctor C. Umhau Wolf; Director, Lutheran Institute for 
Religious. Studies, S.eguin, Texas 

· srAFF~~DIVISION OF THEOLOGICAL .STUDIES; 'LCUSA 

The Reverend Doctor Paul D. Opsahl, Assistant 'Executive Secretary 

* * * * * * * * 
I 

As soon as you have sent us your list of participants we will have our News 
Bureau write an advance story. ·As I recall, you indicated that you would be 
interested in seeing this advance story and possibly using it, or parts of 
it, for the press releases which you make from your side. Then we were go
ing to decide on the. date when we would release toge~her this information 
to the ·press. 

Cordially yours, fA -
Paul D. ~ 
PDO:apk 



LUTHERAN COUNCIL 

February 3, 1969 

Rabb~ Marc H. Ta~enbaum 
The . Anlerican Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Marc: 

in the United States of America 

315 . Par.k Avenue South, New York, 

New Yo'rk 10010/Area 212-677-3950 

Div i sion of THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 

Thank you very much for the draft of the press release, the list of partici
pants and the proposed program which came to our office on Friday afternoon. 

I am enclosing a copy ·of the press release which our News Bureau will issue 
for February 5. In addition, there will be a very brief press notice on 
February 5 emanating from our Lutheran Council annual meeting, which has been 
p~cked up out of our Division of Theological Studies' annual report. I ap
preciate your cooperation very much in working out the details of these ad
vance notices and I will be very eager to see the extent to which the press 
picks up this news. 

I have just a co:p:unent or two on the qraft of your press release. The first 
~s ~ very technical one and deals simply with the name of our . organization-
Lutheran Council in the U.S.A. I notice a couple of slight variations of 
this; one in· the second line, ·and another mid-way in the second paragraph. 
The other is at the top of page 2 where you speak of the intention of our 
second .theme, "E lee tion an·d· 1:he People of God." }:18.y I say at this point that 
we have not discussed the development of this topic with our presenter in terms 
of s~ch an immediate application of the biblical understanding to the present 
political situation. 

We .are certainly delighted with the roster of scholars which you have managed 
to assemble for this conversation. We know that our team is ·approaching this 
with much eagerness, too, and we look forward to a most f,ruitful consultation 
with you next mo·nth. We will no doubt be in contact before that time again, 
however. 

Cord~rs, 

Paul D. Opsahl 
Assistant Executive Secretary 
Division of Theological Studies 

PDO:apk 
Encl! 1 



carl~on 

33 PA..~TICI?A~!TS Aiil-iOU!-JCED 
FOR LTJ'iHZP...:\ii-J::!l:lI$ TilKS 

Neu York - -(LC)-- Thirt:r-t~ree scholars and theol ogians from the major 

brc:nches of Luthera..1is11~ and Judais:rl in the TJni ted states lii ll participate in an 

all-day con3uJ.tation here on i·:a?ch 60 
.>~:. ;,.' t.:_,/ 

The ev:Bnt i·Jill be sponsored jointly by the Division of Theological st\ld.ies 
. ' . / ....... 

in the Lutheran Council in the USA and the Inte:rreligious Affairs Department in 

Sessions vrl.ll be held at the Brotherhood- in- Action Building at lOfu Street 

and Seventh Avenue in midto\.ln :·!2r.hattan. 

The schol2.rs and foeologi2ns will study Clu·istia....-1 a11d Je\-iish perspectives 

on t~~o rr.ajor thenes, nLaH a."ld Gracett and 11Election and the People of C-od, 11 in a 

series of ? r esentations and in discussionso 

Je;·;ish pe1•s:;:iective o~ 11 1.2.\~ ar.d Gr<:.ce11 v:iJJ. be outl~.ned first in a paper ':Jy 

Pro:f. Eichael '.iyschogrod, as3ociate philoso!)hy ?ro.fcsscr at. ~'-le Baruch College 

of the City University of New York. 

Presenting a Christian 

of' Heb:::-c-:·1 c>.r.d Old !Testar::ant 
I 

per spective viill be Dro Horace Hu:n..ii-~l, ':i professor 

a.t t.he Luti;.er an School of Theology at Chi ce.r;o o 

Christi cm ?~1·1s9ective o:i. "Blection a'l;i the People of Gc::l.11 1-:ill be out1 ·i ned 

in a papzr by Dr . Wils D~1l, a cle1•gYJ'12.!l of the Church of No:n:ay and p rofe3so1• 

of l·Te.-i Testa'"::a~t at Yale Divi:nit.y Schoolo 

Presenting the Je~d.sh pers:;:ecti ve on t'b.:~ same t :·i:?..>;e 1·;ill be ~ab bi Seyrr.our 

Siegel, professo1• of theology at the Je·dsh T:1eoJ.og:i.ctl Semin~·~r o 

\ 

.At the oper.,inz session, greetings ld.ll be b:..·cn£llt b;'/ Dro C. Ti10;::.as S?itz, 

ceneral secreta::.7 of fae Luti-.Dran Coilllcil in the US.'\ , <> .. 'ld Dr . Bcrtra:.:-, H. Gold, 

e:<ecutive Yice president of the f~1eri.can J€.':iis~1 Co;,;;dttzeo 

.. 



. ~· . ) 
\..;~ ... 

2-- lutheran-je:-:isn talks 

Co-chairman will h3 Dr. Paul C. OpsahlJ as siatant executive secretary in 

the cou..'rlcil•s Divisicn of TheoloD.ctl _Stu~es, a.."!.d Rabbi Hare H. Tanenbau.rrr, the 
~~~ 

national director of the cora.--:ti.tteets Interrelizious Affairs Deoa.rtment. 
~7 - ~ • 

T'ne talks a.r-e the first to be initiated by the Division of Theological 

Studies of the Lutheran Council, a t1·io-yea.r-old coopere.tive agency s erv"'...ng the 

nation 1 s three l argest church bodies plus a fou:rth, but smaller, body. 

Its partners are the 3,288,000-r:e::nber Lutheran Church in .A .. ilerica, the 

2,847,000-nember Lttthcrc.n Church-:J.ssoud S-fllod, the 2, 576,000-member .~erican 

Luthe:c an Church, and the 21 ,500-member S-Jr.od of Evangelical lll.theran Churches a 

Lutheran dialog t·1i th the Ror.:.;m Catholic Church and the E.a.stem Orthodox 

i s being cond.ucted, as t·iei'C earlier talks t·ri. th Presbyterian churches, under the 

aus?ices of the USA Nc:.tiontl Co:::;mittee cf the t-:.1.theran Worl d Federationo 

'-" Only the LC). and the AI.C a!'e r.~~:::ber bo.:lies of t!1e V:iF . 
r c. ,~_~. 

..;..· ... ··l"', _..... ;· . . ' .. ... ,-,._ 

Lutheran participants in the Luthera'1-Je~·ti.sh tall~s, in addition to
1
the 

,/. ,, . 
tHo theologians l·:ho i·ti.11 r-~ orcsent oaoers and· :Dr~·····c;·;ai~J., viill include thr8e 

' ' . . . / . ~ . , ...• •. 

special consultants and the divisionts ten-r.:an stancline comr.li.ttee ., 

The consultants • .. :ill be Dr. Hat'cld Dit!T.anson of St. Ol af College at !·:orth-

field, Ei.nn.; Dro G1?or13e Forel.1. of the School of Reiic;ioi1 at. the State Univer-

sity of Iot·ia, and Dro .Arthur Car·l Piepi<orn of Concordia Semi?:a!'y at Sto Louis 0 

Divi.sio!l cor:.J!li tt.ee rr.er.icer s "Y~iLl be Jr o Tiobert Eertra.r:l and Dr . Eerbert J . 

A. Sowna..1, both.of Concorqi~ Se~~na.ry at St. Louis; Dr .. Jerald Brauer of the 
t ' 'i', t ', \ ; '~I • : ... 

0 

•' ' • • ,. • t • • ' ~\ 
1 

l : , ' •: .', : , ~ ·,_ ' • • • " ~ 
,..L.uthe1· a.'1 Sctl.O':>l of 'l'heol 0gy-.:.t . C~~ic~so; Dr. Kent 0 . l·J-lut,son of Hartbu.!' g ?'.:::-~ 

. ' 
lcftical Ser:linary in Dubuque, Ioi·:2., and 7-he Reva Earold Lohr, pastor of A3ce:ision 

Luthera.'l chcrch in . Yort~'.:ield, Illo 

... ~: , 
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3--luther3Il-jeviish · t -11.ks 

at Col';lJ-:lbus, Ohio; Dro 'l'b.God.ore F . ~·!icY.el, ;>astor of Jehovah Lutheran church in 

Chicago; :;:;ro Jo'hn H.P. ?.elli1'!.a!u1 of the Lutheran Serainary at ?hil adalpl!ia, and Dr . 

Co Urahau ".:·Tolf of the Luthera""l Institute f?~ ~~l_igio:.i~ Studies ~t Seguin, Te:-:aso 
~·- \ : : ·-~ ' . : •· • :· .· ·\ •. '~'- : ~ :. ... 1• : ~ .. ' ... 

Jeuish participants, ir. addition to the scholars l)ho will present papers; 
t ~ 

an&-?.~Q..'!:ri · ?anenb~411, will include f:i.;re :?e rsons fro;r, Je~·rish T'.r.eol ogical Seminary 

an1 four others from Hebre;,J Union College-Je~·1ish Institute of Relieic!la 
~. l!r_ 

'Those frora the Je;-;ish su.,inary ;;Ee !!abbi Ben Zion Bokser, P.abbi .Ed;-1ard 
d 

Ger shfield, D!'o P.obert Gordis , Dro _a.bra~arr. ::eschel, a11d Rabbi Davi d Silve~n; 
;_" :; l!.:.. 

and tl:ose from Hebrei·J Uni or.. g-<:i ?.abb:l. :Ugane Boro,~i tz, Pro i'. ~arry Orlinsky, :Cr • . ' 
311is F..i vki..n, wci Dr. S;lr.luel Sa.'1d.mel. 

Others ,.;ill be Ilabbi J acob P..gus of Beth ::;:l Cong;:>egation; Dr . Gershon Cohen 

oi Colu.:.i.b i a iJn:.versity fac•1ltjr; R.2.b~~~oe;.gJt Yeshj.va TJniversity; 

Rabbi Arthur :-:£rt:::.bc:cg of '!'eupl8 S:.i'.9.u..J.- i:;.J..J :.~iJJbi ~;or2:ian Larr:n of the Jei·iish Cen

ter o f Net-i :erk, and Dr . J acob l~e-..isn.8r of Erol'ln Univers:!..ty facu.ltyo 

~ . 
. -·-~o . ; 
. .. ./ 
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' ... ., . .. THE LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY -.. . ~ 

7301 GERMANTOWN AVE. 

PHILADELPHIA • . PA. 19119 

) 

message DATE '30"?~. 1 '".,1 reply DATE 

To: ~abbi Marc H. Tannenbaum, American Jew~sh 
comm1~~ee, ~ew 1orK, w.1. 

Dr. Paul Opsahl, LCUSA, New York 

SENT BY------------------------ ANSWERED BY-----------------
@ BUSINESS ENVELOPE MFRS. INC., BRONX, N. Y. 1 0473 
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, . 
Third U. · s. wniERAN-J'EWISH CX>llOQUIUM 

State-church relationships, end ecumenism as .a threat to the Jews, 
were the focal points of the Third Colloquium ~eponsored by th& American 
Jewish <A:>nmittee and the Lutheran Council in the U.S.A., at Brandeis Unlve~ 
$ity, Walth8m, Massachusetts .• Novembel' ·11-1s, 1971• under +.he general theme 
nThe .state and the Rellglou~ Community• .Lutheran and Jew:1shPeJ'IJ)ectives." 
Against· the ~ckground.of ~urrent pluralism, experiences in Etaope, America, 
and Israel were analyzed by thirty-four invited putidp~ts Who provided co~ 
tinulty with previoua colloquia (see JI§ 8 [1971] a 491 ... 99) and expertise on 

. to_plcs . chosen. 

The firstf!lmajot presentation, on t'The ~ctri.ne of the '1\to Kingdoms' 
in £1.ll'Opean and American Experience, 11 by Professors William H .. Laz-areth and 
Theodore G. Tappert, Lutheran Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, arose out of 
intei-est generated at a previous colloquium in. the twofold .. i'\ile" or "reign" of 
God a,~ RE!deemer apd Creator. Drawing on his published PaPft't "11le Church as · 
Advocate-of Sodal Justice,"" (Luther!n Wo1'ld 1s· [1~71] s 245-67), Dean Lazareth 
first. sketched blblieal and theological foundations. Piofeaaor Tappel't then 
sumnarlsed his historical paJ)tt (previously circulated to the 9%Qup) on the ..f~ ~~ 
A!.!!•Reiche doCtrine after luthe%' in Eu:ope and America. Then Dr. Lazareth 
applied the prlneiplee as they have been developed by confessional Lu~b•rans 
amid knerican pluralism, . citing ae test cases church-state relations ~institu
tional separation and fUncti~nal' 1nteraet1on) and. :religious liberty . (as d18tin
gu1-shed from ~Chrlstla'1 - freedom") asi spelled out 1n Social Statements of· the . 
Luther~ Qiurch in America .(?966, .1968), andtbe comnon statement by· presidents 

. of the three- major u.s. Lutheran bodies tn 1971 opposing the Wylie amendment on 
"nondenominationalif prayer in public· bu114fnga. . · . · .. 

·The reepomie, by·Di-. Urtei Tal, Hebrew University, .Jerusalem, reguded · 
the pl'esentation. as hopeful and helpful for current debate, especially among 
Israelis. but centered on one issue• · th& "laUon of Luthenn political ·theology 
to the Third Reich and the holocau1tt. In h1stot1cal term$, he denied there is a 
"straight line from Luther.to Hitler"; Jewish and Israeli research has refttted 

· any such idea. Bu't biStoiy ncan show a .dialectical historical continuity thi-ough 
which theology negates itself"i in this case, both the Bek9nnand& Ki;she and th& 
0eui1w Christen drew on the ·same theological sources and shared a comno~ ~\Ind 
regudtng the Jews (cf. Tal' s Christian !!ld bm.!n lb! Second Geiman Belch 
[Cornell Univ. Press, 1971) and bis essay hom the Leo Baack InsUtute, "Religious 
.and Anti-Religious Roots"c.f Modem Anti-Seml.ti"sm"). .· . . - . . . . · . . .. 

Dr. Benjamin Halpern, Brandeis, presented a counterpart paper, 11Ch.urch, . 
State, endSocietyin Ierael and America," sket~ng how.Jewlsb attitudes toward 
the state have varied in comparison With those of Chrtat1an1 ty and Islam. for 
Jews !n Europe and Amer1-ca he . traced the impact of secularization and emanc1pati ~n 
(and ita failure); for Israel he $tretised the importance of the Muslim back9:rour,d 
and the ottoman millet syste. 'Ihe response by .or. Franklin · Shlnman, 1.uiheran 
School of Theology, Chicago •. _questioned the apparent view of Christianity as non• 
ethnic, conservative, .and inward. otheH felt ·the r~e of comparisons inwlvin9 
the three ~Ups was sometimes historically invalid (e.g., Jacob Neusne, 3rown 
University). The~ was agreement that "the American QXperlencen on state-church 
i>elations cannot be universalizech conditions in Sweden differ (Rabbi Morton 
Nano1n1e, Stockholm) t :e.s do those in Israel. 



•·. 

An evening panel on "The Concept of Reli9ion and State in Contemporary 
Rel1giow Experience" featured Dr. Robert Bertram (C.Onco.rdia Seminary, st. Louis) i 
Or. Daniel Elazar (Center for the Study of Federa11em, Temple Un,lver$1ty); Di-. 
Leonard J. Fein (Brandeis); and Mr. ·David Hardy, an.a:tt9rney from Chicago, active 
in the American Lutheran· Church. 11tere vJere also plenary and small group discussions 
over wide-ranging topics. 

Pluralisn in society was the link to the final oajor presentation by 
Rabbi Marc H. Tannenbaum, National Dhectoi- of Interrellg1oua Affairs, American 
Jewish Cor:r.dttee, and Dean Krister Stendahl, Harvard Divinity School. Under the 
topic of "The New Ecumenism and Pluralism," Rabbi TaMenbaum, drawing on bis ~ 
ndio broadcast of May 2, 1971, and article Hia ChriaUan Eanenism a Threat to . 
the .Jen?" (New York Time! syndicate), applauded the ecumenical movement as ·. 
"a positive advance as i .t contrlbutq to the tmity of man," but expressed Jewish 
ambivalence at the zelation of Christian unity to the unity of the human familyf 
in particular, the absence of Jews from a World Council ,conference on niilGn of 
living rell9ion" •• deplored, and a ~c1al•ethical appeal by Pioteetant, Catholic, 
and Onoodox Chr1st1an leaders in N• England, as if the area were "J'Udenrein.11 

"The future isn't what it used to beJ u · 
. . 

Dean Standahl characterized such an approach as,a nostalgic 109,k back 
to the "l:lsenhower era" of "Pl'Qtestant - Catholic - Jew" ('\Ygl H&;r~~~.;_ hardly 
appropriate today. Instead, he called for a new fomula, baseaon the eelf
understanding on the part of Chri&Uans embodied in his thesis that the minority 
strmrture of the church in the New Testament is no accident "in the beginning" or 
out of apocalyptic hope, but a genuine expression of self-understanding. Christi• 
anity, like Judaism, ie a minority group in "the WOJ:'.ld" (cf. Matthew 25); V«>rld• 
conquering triumphalism 1s to be eschewed. Both airtst1.anity and Judaism share a 
commn task• witness in obedience to God, leaving the outcome to God. There 

. . might even be "cysterious. coordination of the witness," instituUonally through a 
~•Department Concemed w1 th Coordination of Wl tness • . beyond Coexistence. " lld.ngs 
are beyond. the "mutual respect" level,· and no one can deal with these things 
without himself being threatened by being converted. Reactions varied to such a 
proposal, fzom doubts and practical questions to "qualified openness." 

.· \'lorking groups compiled lists of topics for future colloquia. Attention 
was called to the recent Lutheran Council ,$tatement on "Observations and Guide
lines for Conversations ·between Lutherans and Jews." . 

1\u\ 
Sesslona at Brandeis were presided over by D:'.J-Opaahl and Dr. William 

Rusch, 'Of LCUSA staff, and by Rabbi A. James Rudin, AJC, .and Or. Bernard Reisman, 
town <4'aduate Cent~r, Brandeis. 

John Reumann 
Lutheran Theological Seminary 

Philadelphia 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELF.ASE 

NEW YORK, Aug. 12 •... A brilliant, innovative Christian who began ~y 

being far more. sympathetic .to · the Jews than most · of his ~ompa trio ts · 
. . . 

later . reversed himself and wrote one of the most anti-Semitic treatises 

of all time. · · 

The writer was Martin Luther, the year was 1543, and the sentiments 

expressed in his treatise, "On the Jews and Their · Lies·," went on to becorr: 

part ·· of Lutheran thought. Four centuries later, Hitler cited Luther's 

teachings to give relig~ous _justification to the Na?i campai-gn .o.f des-

truction. 

Today, as . . Luthera_n$ · throughout the ·world. celebrate the 500th anni-.. . 

.vers4,ry of· their founder's birth, Luther~n scholars . and churchmen 

are reexamining L~ther's writings and calling on the i~ligion's leader~ 

and . foilowe~s .to repudiate · t.~e anti-Semitic doctrin~s . t .hey contain. 
. . ' 

. As part ·of this ef ~ort, ·, the · Lutheran Council . in the USA has just 

iss.u.ed a booklet~ '_"Luther and . the · Jews,·~ c~n~aining · e~c-erp-ts .from addres s 
. . 

.ma.de before the .council . by . Eric .W. Gritsch, professor of church history. · 

an~ director . of .the _Ins.titute · fe>~ Luther St:udie~, ~utheran Theological 
. . . . . . ·. 

Seminary at Gettysb~rg,- ·_ Pa~, and Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum:; the American· 

Jewish Committee's · national dir~c_tor . of interreligious . aff~irs. . .· 

The presentations: ·trace the development of ·anti-Semitism in the 

Middle Ag~s, quote from Luther ' ·s . earlier w~itings in which· he sh.owed 
-MORE;.. 

·. NOTE: . for a review copy . of "Luther and the Jews," · contact Morton 
Yarmon~ American Jewish· Committee, . 165 .. Eas.t 56th Street, New York, NY 
10022. 
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more compassion for Jews than was common at the time, and relate 

Luther's anti-Jewish teachings to later events. 

Single copies of the booklet can be obtained from the Interreligious 

Affairs Department, American Jewish Committee, 165 East 56th Street, 

New York, NY 10022; or the Lutheran Council in the USA, 360 Park Avenue 

South, New York, NY 10010. 

tagline 

A, EJP, PP, REL, Z 



JEWISH SCHOLARS PARTICIPATING IN LUTHERAN-JEWISH DIALOGUE 
March '6, 1969 - Brotherhood-In-Action Building, New York City 

Rabbi Theodore Friedman 
Rabbi, Temple Beth El,. South .Orange, N. J. 

Rabbi Edward Gershf ield 
Assistant Professor of Talmud 
Jewish Theologic~l Seminary, New York City 

Rabbi Yitchak Greenb~rg 
Professor of Jewish History 
Yeshiva University, . New York City 

Professor Abraham Halkin 
Professor of History 
Jewish Theological Seminary, New York-City 

Professor Alvin Reines, Ph.D. 
Professor of Jewish Philosophy 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of ·Religion,. Cincinnati, Ohio 

Dr. Ellis Rivkin 
Professor of Jewish History 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion,. Cincinnati, Ohio 

Dr. Fritz Rothschild 
Assistant· Professor of Philosophy of Religion 
Jewish Theological Seminary, New York City 

Rabbi David Silverman 
Director, Department of Special Education 
Instructor in .Philosophy of Religion 
Jewish Theological· Seminary? New York City 

Professor Ben Zion Wacholder, . Ph.D . . 
Professor of Talmud & Rabbinics 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, Cincinnati, Ohio 

Professor Arnold Jacob Wolf 
Visiting Lecturer in Human Relations and Education 
Hebrew Union Cellege-Jewish Institute of Religion, New York City 

Professor Manfred Vogel 
History and Literature of· Religions, Northwestern University, Evanston, Ill. 

PAPERS TO BE PRESENTED BY: 
Rabbi Seymour Siegel 

Professor of Theology, Jewish Theological Seminary, New York City 

Professor Michael Wyschogrod, Assoc-iate Professor of .Philosophy 
Baruch College •f the City University ef New York 



.. _ • ~ • • • ! 

-·; -
. ; 

.. . 
-. t. . 

THE AMERICA.N " ·EWISH_ COMMITTEE 

to Marc Tanenbaum 

from 
Joyce Kaplan 

subfect 

Mike McManus just sent me a copy -of his 
column mentioning you, the Stockholm con
ference, etc. He may have sent you a · copy 
as well, but in case not, here it is . ·· 

I sent Mike a thank-you note in which I 
mentioned that I was sure you would join 
in the thanks when you returned from Van
couver and saw the column. 

3 
fD 
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A <!Lnlumn by jlidyatl al. -mc1tllanus 

. AP DataFeature: MCREL 
~ 2s, 1983 

Column #99 
85 Halliwell Drive · . 
Stamford, CT 06902 
(203) 357-1114 . 

1 
~ 

Advance for ~ -29-31, 1983 or after 

SOOTH; ANNIV:RSARY OF MARTIN IDTHER SPAR~ lc:w.RKABLE lVENTS 

by- Michael J. McManus 

. . 
There are remarkable events around the world markillg the SOOth anru.versary 

of. the birth of Martin I.u~er in lh83i 

In the United States, three ~ferent Lu!Jieran denom:Lnations ·have decided 
•• : I • 

to merge: the American Iutheran Church 1 the· bitheran Church in Ameri~ 

and Association of Evangelical bitberan Churches. And the aerged denomination 

is like~ to have th,e office ot bishop, a position llhich did not exist in America 

until 1986 ~ dating back to W.ther•s denuncµtion ot a hierarcb;y. 

le.st September, the three merging churches also voted 'to enter into an 

"interlm eucharistie sharing" wi.th .. the Episcopal <llurch. All across the. United 

States. millions ot Lutherans and Episcopalians are having communion in the 

other denomina tion1 s churches for the first time,. Whil.8 theologµ.?is from potb 

sides have been discuss~ ·this possibili v sirr:e 1976, not un~ Luther's SOOth 

birthday-• .was it poss~ble for local parisho~rs to . affirm their common !"aith so 

tangib~. g. I 
..a===========::=::::~==========:-

(Ironically, however• the merged .5.4 million Lutherans have drawn closer to 

the 2.8 rni111an Episcopalians than they have to the 2.7 million member denomination 

The Iutheran~ Church-Mlssouri Synod, which refused to join the merger because it 

holds to a more literal interpretation of Scriptures than the other Lutherans.) 

Perhaps the most remarkable developments are on the international scene. 

Martin Luther, "who began the Protestant R~ormation," (sayf . t he Encyclopaedia 
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Column ·#99 ~ 2 -

Britannica)had no iess than seven Wlueix:es on the Second Vatican Council ot 

the' .catholic Church, said an' international Intheran~oma.n Catholic joint colnm:ission 

meeting in Geneva, SwitzerlaJxl in ~. And his call far church reform is "still relevant." 

wt.her, who .had hoped far years (until 1530) to simp'.q refarm 1;he Catholic 

Qiurch fro~ ·Within,. ~l:~te'.br:. or course, .was ~ rounder of· the wo~l<Ps largest 

Protestant denomination (with 69 million members1 worldwide). Yet man;y of the 

refarms .he .sought .were accepted by Catholic bishops _over. four centuries 1.ater, such as~ 

--an emphasis on tbe decisive importance of Scripture to the life and teach:i.Dg 

ot the church; 

-the description of the church as "the people of Godt" 

-a :new. emphasis on tte priesthood of all believers, rather than a focus on-

. ly o!l the ordained clerg,-, which hp.scour.aged ma.IV lay Catholics to asslime new ministries; 

-the a.ffirmati~n or the need far contiflued nertewal. ·Of the church in its 

t:f historical context 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
"T"I The joint commission also not~d that a con5ensus between Catholics and Lutherans 
+' 

g. is also emerging now an Luther •'s most central ·teaching on the "doctrine o£ justif'i• 

~tion o£ the sinner through faith alone," {For centa..""iee,, fatholics have e!!;Ohasized 

the importance of "good works,," and in Luther's day, actually sold "indulgences" •~hich 

alleged~ reduced one•s punishment after death. 

Th.at topic and others invo1ving differences between the faiths - the role of 

Mary, purgatory, the invocation of the sain~s, am the relationship of the institu

tional church and the Bible - will be discussed by u.s. Catholics and Lutherans in 

Milwaukee this September. 

At the Geneva meeting, Catholics appointed by the Pope agreed that Luther 

"teaches tis th.at unity in essentials allows for differences in customs, church order 

ana· theology." 

Thus, Lutherans, Anglicans (as Episcopalians are known internationa~) and 
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Column #99 

. Catholics, on Luther's SOOth anniversary, ·seem to have recovered a new ~ense ot 

the importance ·or Jesus·1 prayer, on the riight of his death, that his foll01i~E;irs 

"may all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me.1 and I in thee, that they also·~~::;.., 

may ~ in us, so that the world may believe that thou hast sent me." 
. . ······ 

There is no question that the splintering of the Christian faith into hundreds 

or sects, has prompted millions of -non-believers who hear so ma.ey- speacing on beha.l! 

or Christ with so mal\Y different voices -- to disbelieve that Jesus was the Uessiah, 

There was an even graver negati~e legacy of Luther1 from the Jewish perspective 

anti-semi tisme ·,1lhile he was far more sympa theti.c to Jews than his contemporarie~ as 

a young man, fheaping scorn on those ~ho "?lave d.ealt with t~-ie= .. ;-;:;~-;-ey-;;;~ ··d~• 

• and not men," ['.'iither ~timate~ likened Je"RS to the Devil, and u~d that they~·~.;~·-·~ . 

expelled, their synagogues be burned, and thell' livelihoods ta.ken from t.hemo 
. . 

HitJ.er found it very bandy to be able to quote such a respected religious leader 

on what he called "the Jewish questionon Ge~ I.Utherans silently liste~d as 

Hitler quoted Iutherr "Know Christian that next to the devil thou t.ast no enentr more 
. . 

cruel, more venomous and violent than a true Jew." ,.-- ·-·--- ·· 
Scandanavian Lutherans, ho,'E!ver, rejected both Hitler and his inte~reta~ions 

,.. ! 

g ~ of Luther. The Danes helped tens of thousands of Jews to escape, for ex.ample. 
"" : .... : f ··-·· -- ··-.. -··-- -.. --· .. -· . .. ...... - - . - ... . . . 
g. L, __ ... __ N~~~~la~ss.~i Jews have _unders~andably foWld Luther offensiveo 

In recognition of that fact, the Lutheran Yiorld Federation met with t.he Inter-

national Je\vish Corranittee 'for Interreligir1us .Consultations in Stockholm in mid JuJ.y1 . 

and issued a ctate~nt repudiating "the sins or Luther•s anti-Jewish remrks.-.and his 

violent verb~l attacks against the JSWf.0 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum of the American Jewish Comnti ttee~ lfho attended the meeting, 

·hailed the Federation's declaration as "one of the most significant achievenEnts or 

the year-long observance of Martin Luther's 500th · virthday •" 

The joint statenent acknowlecged "with deep regret that Luther had been used to 
justify ariti-Semitism and the Nazi period," {Uld affirmed "the integr~t;y and dignity 
of the two faith· communities and repudiate(dJ a:rr:r organized proseJYtizing of each 
other on ,'IM,.,,., i.· n'.f;o a bl'.1. ght ne;1 day. Lutheranism is wa-:'"A .... "G 
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·Geneva, June 22, 1983 

To Dr. E.L. Ehrlich 
Mr. Joseph Ett-linger 
Rabbi Wolfe Kelman 
Rabbi P. N. Levinson 
Rabbi Bent Melchior 
Rabbi Morton Narrowe 
Prof.· Uriel Tal 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder 
Rabbi W. Wurzburger 

From Jean Halperin 

Second official Jewish/Lutheran Consultation 
Stockholm, July 11-13, 1983 

1. All meetings will be held in the Hall of the Main Synagogue in 
Stockhoim, Wahrendorffsgatan 3B (phone 08-23 51 60). 

2. All participants are expected to be present at the reception 
offered on Sunday 10 J~ly at 7.30 p.m. by the Dean of the Lutheran 
Cathedral, 1, Stortorget. 

./ 

3 . Prior to that reception, the Jewish pa~ticipants will have a preparatory 
meeting on the same day at 4.30 p.m. in the building of the Main Synagogue. 

4. The schedule of meetings on Monday 11 and Tuesday 12 July will be as 
follows: 

9 a.m. - 12.1~ Presentation of papers 

Monday: ·"Luther and the Jews" 
Prof . Mark Edwards, Purdue University 
Dr. E.L. Ehrlich. Rieben 

Tuesd~y: "Modern Lutheranism and the Jews" 
Prof. Ingun Montgomery, Uppsala and OslO Universities 
Prof. Uriel Tal, Tel Aviv University 

12.30 - 2.15 p.m. Collective (kosher) luncheon ·at the Jewish CoD!ll.unity Centre 

2.30 - 5.30 p.m. Discussion -of papers 

5. On Monday evening, a reception will be given by the Jewish Community 
at the residence of Chief Rabbi Narrowe, Torstenfonsgatan 4, at 7 p.m. 

6. Tuesday evening has ·been set aside for the preparation of draft statements. 

7. Each of both groups will meet separately at the Building of the Main 
~ynagosue on Wednesday 13 July from 9 to 10.30 a.m. to finalize and 
approve the draft statements. 
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8. The plenary session will start at 10. 30 a .m. to 

9. 

10 .• 

11 . 

12. 

·encl. 

rec~ive/approve the statements 

- discuss current issues 

make proposals for future activities 

It is expected that the Consultation ~ill en:d around 4.30 _p.m~, 
and will be followed immediately by a press conference. 

It would be much apprec.iated if you could bring with you to . 
Stockholm an annotated list of publications or articles on Luther, 
Lutheranism and the Jews that you would .find worthy of being listed 
in a bfoliography ·to ·be included in the Proceedings of the Consultation. 

The list of. participants is attached. 

Rooms ~ave been booked for all participants at the Hotel Stockholm, 
Norrmalmstorg 1, S-11146 Stockholm, phone ~~ ~ ~ 

. . . 6 cg ".V1,.. \ 3 'VO . 

There is a bus service from the airport to e air terminal in town 
(Sw.Crowns 25.-). 
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Note for the file 

Second of.fic.ial- Int.emational Consultation between Jews and 
Lutherans, Stockholm, 11-13 Ju~"S"l~ . 

Points discussed at a meeting between Dr. Sovik, Or. Riegner 
and Prof. Halperin on 8 April 1983. 

t. The Consultation will take pl ace in Stockholm at t he Jewish 
Cori:munity Centre. 

On Sunday eve·ning, 10 J uly, the Lutheran si.de will offer a 
reception. 

2. After some short opening remarks, on Monday 11 July in the !!lO~nin~, 
two papers will be delivered, the first by Prof. !"lark Edwards (U.S.A.) 
and the second by Dr. Ehrlich. Each paper will be followed by a short 
period for questions. A general discussion on both papers will cover 
the afternoon meeting. 

3 . A reception will be offered in the evening by the Jewish side. 

4. Ou Tuesday morning, two papers will be delivered respectively 
by Mrs. Montgomery (Sweden) and Prof. Uriel Tal. A general discussion 
on both papers will take place in the afternoon. 

5. The evening o f Tuesday will be earmarked for drafting. 

--:: .. ""· 6. The session on Wednesday morning will be devoted to current 
matters, including presumably anti-semitism and the situation in the 
Middle-East. 

Any statements drafted during the Consultation will be submitted 
for approval. 

7. A press conference is to be scheduled, to take place at an 
appropriate time on Wednesday (perhaps at 5 p.m.) 

8. Dr. S~vik supplied the following list of Lutheran participants: 

Pasteur Andre Appel (France) 
PrB.f. Bondermaker (~etherlands) 
Prof ..• Saebo ~Norvay) 
Prof~ J6tgensen (Denmark) 
Prof. Martikainen (Finland) 
Pastor Baumann (FRG) 

plus another ~articipant to be designated from FRG 

Mrs. Montgomery (Sweden) 

and one of the Swedish bishops 

Dr. J. Burgess 
Prof. Edwards 
Dr. S6vik 

(U.S.A.) 
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9. It vaa agreed that a limited number (S-6) of observers, to 
be cho1en by the Swedish Branch of the International Council of 
Christians and Jew1, will be invited to attea.cl . Thia small group 
of observers vill also include Dr. Keller (U. S.A.), recommended by Dr. 
Burgess, and Dr. Uck.o. 

10. Some further informal consultation• will be engaged .on each 
of both sides to determine vhether one, two, or thr1ee official state
ments could be adopted at the outcome of the Consultation, viz.: 

- one j oint statement in the form of a pr ess r eleas e 
- a sta tement by t he Lut heran part i cipants , t o be addr essed t o 

the Execut ive Committee of t he Lut heran Worl d Federat ion 
- a statement by the Jewish participants . 

It would, of course, be advisable to have some out l ines of 
t hese s t a tements ready in advance of t he Consultation, s ubj ect to such 
f inishing touches as may be required in t he light of the di scussions 
to be he l d there. 

11. Dr. Ucko will be requested to pursue his conversations with 
the Swedish television vith regard t o a possible round-table d i scussion 
on Swedish TV centered on the topic of t he Consultation. 

12. Dr. Sovik undertook to get in t ouch with pu~lishers in the U. S.A. 
vho might be interes t ed in publishing the Proceedings of t he Consultation 
which would, if at all possible, include not only the four uiaiu papers 
but als o salient points in the discussions. 

13. Arrangements will be made to provide for at l east one dai ly 
kosher meal to be shared by all par ticipants. 

14. The written text of the papers to be delivered (duration: 
40-50 minutes each) should be available .by the opening of the Consultation. 
An effort will be made to have a bibliography of the topic of the Consultation 
prepared for distribution on the spot. 

\ 



The %fllerican Gjewish Committee 
Institute of Human Relations· 165 East 56 StreP.t. New York. N.Y. 10022 · 2121751-4000 · Cable Wishcom,_N.Y. 

May 2, 1983 

Professor Jean Halperin 
World Jewish· Congress 
1 rue de Varembe 
Case Postale 191 
1211 Geneva 20 
SWITZERLAND 

Dear Professor Halperi~, 

Thank you for your recent warm· and thoughtful letter inviting me to represent 
the AJC at the Consultation of the Lutheran World Federation and IJCIC in 
Stockholm from July 10th to 13th. 

1·will be representing AJC at that consultation and look forward t o taking 
pa~t in the discussion on Martin Luther and the Jews. 

You and your colleagues may be interested to know that I am presenting a 
paper on this theme before the heads of all the Lutheran denominations in 
the United States iii mi d-~1ay. A 1 so, together with the Lutheran Counc i1 on 
theological Edu~ation, the AJC is ~o~sponsoring a major national inter
disciplinary conference on this· same theme on October 10-13 i n New York 
City. . 

Regarding your request relating to statements, I have no problem with 
statements, I am unclear about what you are suggesting about the contents 
of the se~eral statements to be addres~ed - to the Lutheran World Federation 
Executive Committee. Would you please clarify what you and Dr. Riegner 
have in mind? 

With warmest good wishes, I a~, 

MHT:RPR 
cc: Dr. Gerhart Riegner 

Mark Friedman 
MAYNARD I WISHNEA. P1es1aent • 

Cordially , 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director 
'Interreligious Affairs 

be: Don Feldstein Bob Jacobs 
Mimi Al perin Zach Shuster 
Judy Banki Mort Yarman 
Se 1 ma Hirsh • il~NALO fELOSI m: fl•;r_ult•• ~1ce·P1e•1nen1 

HOWARD I fAIEOMAN. Chaorman_ Boa'o ol Go,e1no1s • THEODORE ELHNOff. ci,.11mjn. :1a11~r1al f1ecu;,,~ C•rnnr.11 " ilOBt~l L P(Ll Cha11m•11. Si.;;10 :o: i !US!~"' • 
L AOBfAl GOOOKINO. l1easu1e1 • MERVIN H RIS[MAN. Secie;a1y • H~IN[ ?(lSCl'!fK ~ss.1ci;11e i 1~asure1 • ll'~fO r. MO~lS. Chau"'~"- Et~cu11•e [111nononec • 
Honoraiy P1esidenls MORAIS B ABRAM. ARTHUR J. GOLOB£P.G. PHILIP ! HOHMAN RICHARll M,!,\SS. Et Ml e L '!lllJIER • :ton~1i1~ ·:1r.•·P1~~1ne11:' N•;;w> A??tft,l~N WRi!N GI.NG. 
RUI H A GOOOARO ANOREW GOODMAN JAM[S MARSHAi I. WILLIAM ROSFNWALO " MAX M PSHI R Hllrll"OI! c1,.11man Wi"m,;I L•ecu:r1-. Cuuo:t1! e MAUFi11:£ Gllr<(F.l 1;unu1;1y 1 1":''"'~' 
.. tiecutlYe V1r.e-P1es1den1s Eme1it1 JOHN SLAWSON. 6cR1 RAM I ~ GOLD .. V1cd'•r.>1d~n1~ MOR ;oN ~ 9LAfJS ifl~! BJilin1(1lf., i 0\'!.\R[l [ !l SUIJ, ~Uan:;1 , Ri.HAF.0 .I ; OX. Pholadel!""·I qoaLHi G GR Ifs 
Cleveland. AllA f HAUSER. New Vo1~. HARRIS l KEMPNfR. JR . Galv~>lon_ JQIU; 0 !l\"f. 'ii : 1•u1~ HAMii ;:11: M !OES_ J2 ii<·• foil. lrCN Hl\S1r1 U:1ll;; GORDO': S fiOSE:1BL11r.> Dno:vt1 . 
JOHN H. STEIN~ARI. Sar. f1antisco • 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEW YORK ~ Rabbi Marc H~. Tanenb~um or·_New York, national ioterreligious 

af'fi!l.trs director of' the Americ m Jewish Corunittee, will represent the 

AJC at en interns tional consul tat ion -examining 'the th erne of "Mart in 

Luth~r, the · Jews,. and Anti-Semitism," to. be. held · in Stockholm; ,Sweden, 

July 10 through 13, it w~s announced today by ••••• 

The co.nsultation is co-sponsored by tq e Lutheran World Federation and 

the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations ( IJCIC), 

a coalition of' major Jewish religious and communal grQups f'rom thDoughout 

the world. 

The Stockholm consul t·)t ion is the f'irst intern.at ion al meeting of 

Lutherans an'd JeWs to be· held during this -5_00th anniversary year marking · ' 

tbe birth of Mart.in"·Luther, founder of Protestantism • . 

In mid-May, Rabhi Tanenb~um presepted a cornprsaensive paper . otf 

"Martin Luther and the Jews" before the Luthernn Counc1i in · the. USA 'Wh 1ch 

represents all branches of the Lutheran churches in. Am1.'n.,ic.aJ11. He shared 

a platform with Dr. Eric· w. Gritsch, director of the . Institute of Luther 

Studies, at the Lutheran TheoloP,ical S~min~ry at Getty~burg, . Penna. 

The papers by Rabbi Tanenbau~ and Prof. Gritsch a~e- pe1ng published 

in a booklet which, ac~ordine- t~ the Lut heran Counc 11, is being distributed 

to all Lutheran p·arishes in the . United States for ,study, discussion, end 
. . 

Lutheran-Jewish di~iogue ·groups. A videotape of these ·1ectures and the 

. dialggue with Lutheran le_aders is also · being distributed to Lutheran 

ehurches and Jewish . grou.ps a cros.s the c~untry. 

Copies of .the Tanenbaum-Gritsch lectures are available· by wr'iting 
c . ·~ 

to the Lutheran Council ·in the USA, 360 Park A.ve. South, New York, N.Y. 

10010, or the Int erreligious Af ~airs · Depantme nt of the Am ari~en Jew1 sh 

' 
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~ ~1 eGAnierican Gje\\ris i Colllfllittee '~(.,'':,. 
~MTG-FLv~ 

Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 StreP.t, New York. N.V. 10022 · 2ti, 1:i1 4000 ·Cable Wishcom, N.Y. 

May 2' 1983 

Professor Jean Halperin 
World Jewish Congress 
1 rue de Varembe 
Case Postale 191 
1211 Geneva 20 
SWITZERLAND 

Dear Professor Halperin, 

Thank you for your recent warm and thoughtful letter inviting me to represent 
the AJC at the Consultation of the Lutheran World Federation and IJCIC in 
Stockholm from July 10th to 13th. 

I will be representing AJC at that consultation and look forward to taking 
part in the discussion on Martin Luther and the Jews. 

You and your colleagues may be interested to know that I am presenting a 
paper on this theme before the heads of all the Lutheran denominations in 
the United States in mid- ~~ay. Also, together with the Lutheran Council on 
Theological Education, the AJC is co-sponsoring a major national inter
discipl i nary conference on this same theme on Oct ober 10-13 in New York 
City. 

Regarding your request relating to statements, I have no problem with 
statements, I am unclear about what you are suggesting about t he contents 
of the several statements to be addressed to the Lutheran World Federation 
Executive Commi ttee. Would you p.lease clarify what you and Dr. Riegner 
have in mind? 

With warmest good wishes, I am~ 

Cordially , 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director 
Interreligious Affairs 

MHT:RPR be : Don Feldstein Bob Jacobs 
cc: Dr. Gerhart Riegner Mimi Alperin Zach Shuster 

Mark Friedman Judy Banki Mort Yarman 
MAYN4qo ' WlSHNER Pre~rdenr • Selma Hirsh • ~·~'- :1 "lOSI' rr. : ' . ... '. ·- ... f • ····~· .. 
H()WAR(.I I 'RIEOM~N c~.a11man 611•c r.: Go•e•n0t' • lltlQOOlli ! 111~.1lf :· ... ~······ .'•ahOI< , •. -··· ~ : . , • •• .,;:,~; ' P(u' ...... , ... " 3 .·· . ;.l\l•" • 

I R08!RI GOODIC1ND l1ea$u•e1 a MIR\r.N Ii R1S! M;,t. 5, , .•. ,,, e 1: ~;141 ;•t1·:1 ~1r • i. .1: .. ·, •. , •.•. a :,.~•:· ,. \'!~-!:. f•;,,,, ..• ; , ... i. · ,, ... .,.. a 
~ono1a11 PreS•dP.nh MORRIS 8 ABRAM .\PIHUR J GOLOS!P.t; 1'.,111?; "OIH/M; h::".··~~;, ·~:; .~ llM; ~ . .'. ~; J:n a ........ , . • 1•, . .. 0 ..... 1,:·.•:1; ~>:· I'.'!'. •::~;:'. i<'I" 

HlllH R loOOUARO v.iORfW GOOOMAll J4MES MARS~All Wll!l~M ~, ~11;w~:fl • 1.•:> '·' . '. ··•~ ,,,,,,· .·. :··" ··: .•. ., .•. · : .... : .• • '"·''"' 1, r.<•· .. ,.,, ,,, · ... ·" 
• [1 .. 1.u!• -.·~\1'1r.~·Prt-~1aen1\ Eme11h .IOHt4 $tAW~O~J Rt'-':lhAW.1• 1j(, l ~ a .-1·,.l'r ... :··' •' '/.' 1: ·,:1~ ~t !•1'.;.·: '. ~~: ..... :, ... ~.:: :: · r, .: :. ~ '! · .. , ; ... -i.: ·· .''\ P•i. •1·'. . .. "'0!;.i · ,;q 
C1ri~·~1t11 1 1.f hll & f ttAUSlR New Y•1t • fiARRIS l .:' i M~~.fl fi lh :iJ1 . .. •:1,1· Cur. ;1 .• : 1 h~tvi:: ' .;r, '.' .Li.. ·• 1, • ~ ,:!.:. •·O:ci. ~ . :; ,,, . i.· ·=·i·i;r. :.. ·:~.~l 1r.1 .... .. .. 
JOH~ H Sl l lNHARI Sar. froocrscu e 



TH·E LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION 
. LUTHERISCHER WELTBUND - LUTHE~KA VARLDSFO RBUNDET - Fi:.oJ:.RATION LUTH.ltRIENNE MONDIALE 

DEPARTMENT OF STUDIES 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee on 
Interreligious Consultations 
165 . Ea.st 56th ~treet 
New York, .N.Y. 10022 
U. S. A. 

Dear Marc: 

P.O. Box No.66 
Route de Fcrney 150 

1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland' 
Telephone 98 94 ()() Telex 23423 OIK CH 

Cable LUTHWORLD GENEVA 

26 May 1983 

Joe Burgess sent me ~ copy of the tape of your conversation with George 
Forell on ABC -last February. ·This is just a fan letter to tell you. how 

.. . good I thought the program was ~ And I 'especially appreciated the gener
osity and breadth of v~sion that you expressed . 

I hope we will meet in Stockholm in July. I am not entirely sure that 
your name was on the. list that Gerhard Riegner gave me, but I know he 
mentioned it. 

si£21y, 
. I I 

/ . 

/jb 

l~//o u 
,~~ 

/ 

cc : Dr J . Burgess 

· . ;. 



C1llemo.t:.andum 

/li 

To 

-rrom 

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL 

,, •Ult 01. VAJllMB!: . CA'S'E POST.AL£ 1D1 - 12t1 CBN~V· ao (8U1U$R) 

e 34 13 2s I wo .. Lcc:Azaa c:2Nev" TtL•x No 299 876 

Geneva, June 24, 1983 

Participants in the Second Official Jewish/Lutheran 
Consultation in Stockholm, July 11-13, 1983 

World Jewish Congress, Geneva 

Please be informed that the 'phone number of the Hotel 
~ockholm is 08/22 13 20 and not the one given on the 
June 22nd memo. 

' I 
" f 



Draft statement ·on Luther 

- While we cannot forget Luther's attitude to Judaism and the Jews 

during the second part of his life, we may be in a position to set his 

views in a wider historical context. 

- Deeply aware of the theological, political and psychological con

sequences of Luther's writings and teachings up to the contemporary age, 

we believe that efforts could and should be made to repair the 

harm which was done • . 

- Among the lessons to be drawn from the past, the following appear 

to be of particular significance: 

a) The attitude towards Judaism and the Jews reflects the perils 

of religious violence; 

b) Antisemitism is a violation ·of the dignity of man as such 

and of ~orality; 

c) History teaches us· that antisemitism leads to anti-humanism, 

In other words, t o fight against antisemitism is to fight for the dignity 

of the 'human being. 

~) The approach according to which the New Testament is a complement 

and an enlargement of the Old jeopardizes the right to be a Jew or 

even its validity. · 

fl.) Hence, greater efforts should be made to better understand 

Jewish post-Biblical teaching and literature that should no longer be 

considered as "Spatjudentum". 

{) Greater emphasis snould be laid on common concerns , i.e. 

in the areas of economic and social justice, human rights, and with 

regard to human commitments towards the other. 

I 
! 
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THE LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION 
LUTHERJSCHER WELTBUND • LUTHERSKA VARLDSFORBUNDET • ftD~RATION LUTH~RIENNE MONDIALE 

DEPARTMENT OF STUmES 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee on 
Interreligious Consultations 
165 East S6th Street 
New York, .N.Y. 10022 
U. S . A. 

Dear Marc: 

P.O. Bo1tNo.66 
Route de Fet11ey I so 
1211Geneva20, Swiu:erland 
Telephone 98 94 00 Telex 23 42) OIK CH 
Cable LUTHWORLD GENEVA 

26 May 1983 

Joe Burgess sent me~ copy. of the tape of ~our conversation with George 
Ferell on ABC last February •. This is just a fan letter to tell you how 
good I thought the program was. And I especially appreciated the gener
osity and breadth of vision that you expressed. 

I hope we will meet in Stockholm in July. I am not entirely sure t hat 
your name uas on the list that Gerhard Riegner gave me, but I know he 
mentioned i t . 

/jb 

cc: Dr J . Burgess 



DER LUTI-IERI SCHE \VELTBUND 
THE LUTHER . .\'!' WORLD FEDERATIOS - LUTHERSKA VARLDSFORBUN'DET - fEDERAT!O~ LUTHERIEN~E MONDIALE 

STUDJENABTEILUNG 

To Participants in 
th<=> Stockholm IJCIC/UlF .Meeting 

J:ear Friends I . 

Pos tfach Nr. 66 

1211 Gcnf 20. S:hweiz: 

Rou;e de Ferney J 50 

Telephon 989400 Telex 23.:23 OJK CH 

Tclesrar..madrc:.5c LliTHWORLD GE:SEVA 

18th July 1983 

I nn.lSt apologize to you all because in the haste of our eraf ting prcx::ess 
on Wed.T'leSday, I anit.ted to see that a note appeared in the docurrent 
stating the limitations in the authority of the liVF delegation. I believe 
that all participants are aware of the fact that I..WF rules provide that 
official state..rrents of the LWF can only be made by the appropriate elected 
authorities and not by ad hoc groups oonvened under its sponsorship But 
not all readers of tiie Stockhe1m doa:rrrent will knCM this. I VJOuldt there
fore think it necessary that there be inserted as a footnote. to the Intro
ductory Staterrent t.i-ie folla .. r.i.ng sentences: 

'Ihe li'l"'F delegation was authorized to speak to but not 
in behalf of the il-JF and its constituency. 'fue state
m=nts below will be sul:rnitted to the appropriate 
authorities of the Th7F for their oonsideration and 
action. 

While the state.nent of the Jewish partners will not of oourse be subject 
to lWF regulations, I believe that our t:eeple may want to express their 
appreciation of that section too of 'What we have said together, and ·what 
I believe to be a notably hopeful rreeting of minds. 

'Ihanks to you all for the contribution you made to those three rrarorable 
days. 
/~ - . 

Sincerely, kn· 
' / 

\ / . u~~#£~ ,, 

/mn 
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ihis. colloquium is the fourth nati·o~al theological 
conversation co-sponsored by the lnterreligious Af· 
fairs Departmer:it of the American Jewish Commit· 
tee and the Division of. Theological. Studies of the 
Lutheran Council in the U.S.A. These conversations 
bring together ·scholars trhm .. the. O~thodox, Con· 
servative and Reform branches:of Judaism and from 
the three Church .bodies participating in the Luther· 
an Counci I-The American Lutheran · Church, the 
Lutheran Church in America· ~:nd·· the Lutheran 
Church·Missou.ri Synod.- ·The fir.sccolloquium in 
1969 examined·from.Lutheran and Jewish'perspect· 
ives ·th~ two"B!blical the.mes "Law:an·d Grace'.' and 
" Election and the People of God.!' . The second 
explored ·aspects of "P~oinise, Land, Peopl~hood," 
wh"ile the third· confronted questions related to 
" The State and the Religious Community!• 

This fourth colloquium is addressed directly to.the 
fundamental theological question which faees· both 
Judaism and Christianity.: "How Do We Speak of 
God Today?" In every'age J~ws and Christians have 
sought tf? ar.ticulate and communicate their under· 
standing of God~s" revelaticin in. light of the salient 
factors v.thich:.shape and <_;onditio.n tl:ieir-respective 
communities' theology and life.' Among the forces 
now affecting both Synagogue and Church are the 
societal, cultural, and t!'Jeological pluralisms, the 
impact of a:sophisticated .. though often dehuman· 
izing·.technology. and- for all Jewish-Christian con· 
versations in particular·- the haunting spectre of the 
Nazi holocaust. 

The grave spiritual .and human issues raised by the 
holocaust are still to be confronted by the vast 
majority of mankind: Have· we learned to cope with 
evi I and its brutalizing consequences? Has the moral 
sensibility. of mankind developed in a way that is . 
commensurate .t o deal with the ·mons'trous powers 
of destruction that are available throughout the 
world through the various advanced technologies of 
destru_ction? What theological and.moral resources 
are available to Jews and Christians to make some 
meaningful contributibn to the formulation and 
sensitization of the .co'nsciences and will of the 
human family to prevent th~ .repetition of any holo· 
caust against any peop[e?. ·· 

It is hoped that in · facing these issues, this 
colloquium will further mutual understanding and 
contribute significantly to.ward clarifying the con· 
temporary theological task .and its context. 

Dr. Paul D. Opsahl 
. Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 

COL.LOOUIUM CHAIRMEN 

Dr. Paul D. Opsahl 
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 

. COLLOQUIUM COORDINATORS 
· Rabbi A. James Rudin 

Dr. William G. Rusch . 
Gerald S. Strober 

* • .. * 
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President, Lutheran Theological Seminary 

Colum~us, Ohio 

Greetings: 

Norman Meizlish 

President, United Jewish Fund and Council of Columbus 

"How Do We Speak of God 
in an Age of Technology?" 

Dr. Robert Bertram 
Professor of Historical and Systematic Theology 

Concordia Seminary 
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National Director of lnterreligious Affairs 

American Jewish Committee 
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Dr. William G. Rusch, Presiding 
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Dr. Lionel Rubinoff 
Professor of Social Science and Philosophy 
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Dr. Franklin Sherman 
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Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEW YORK, A growing awareness .is emerging between Christian 

and Jewish communities that genuine friendship requires "concern and 

Sl,lpport wheV the other group is hurting" and that generalized senti

~ents of understanding are not ad.equate. 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, national Interreligious Affairs director 

of the American Jewish Committee, writing in the February 1972 issue 

of Event, an ecumenical laymen's magazine published by the American 

Lutheran Churchmen, said that "Jewish-Christian relations today are 

crucially determined by the way we support one another actively when 

the particular claims of the other do not violate one's own principles." 

Christians and Jews share i:n a "universal agenda" regarding 

world peace and social justice, but each group comes to the dialogue 

table with its own "particular agenda" that is valid in its own terms 

and for which no one should need to apologize. 

For example, Rabbi Tanenbal.nD said, the Catholic ·and Orthodox 

Jewish groups are interested in government aid to parochi~l schools, 

and hold public morality positions on abortion, divorce and birth 

control . The Protestants struggle with racial difficulties, since 

some 17 million of the nation's 22 million blacks are Protestant. 

The Jews ·are concerned .about the- State of Israel and the hl.nDan .rights 

of Soviet Jews, as well as ·about Jewish identity and other matters. 

The Catholic community, Rabbi Tanenbaum said, "has ·a right to 

expect Protestants -and Jews, if they are genuine ·allies, to try to 

understand the magnitude of the education crisis the Catholic ·people 

face, and to search with them positive ways of -alleviating ·the school 

... ... 

,fl 
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crisis. Protestants have a right to expect that their ecumenical 

allies demonstrate e~pathy and support in meeting the vital needs 

on the Protestant agenda. The removal of the Protestant ethos 

vital.ly affects Catholics and Jews because it has made possible 

pluralism, dialogue and religious liberty. 

Jews have a moral right to expect that Catholics and Protestants 

who take seriously their Jewish partners, seek genuinely ·to under-

stand what hurts the Jewish people today, Having lost a third of 

their flesh-and-blood family in the Nazi holocaust, Jews are not 

being irrational or hyper-sensitive when they call upon Christian 

allies to take an unequivocal stand on fundamental issues that are 

crucial to the survival of Judaism and the Jewish people. 

Ultimately, said Rabbi Tanenbaum, 11the Jewish-Christian dialogue 

will make its greatest contribution when it manages to articulate the 

vision and to create the living relationship that makes ·possible the 

establishment of a~thentl..c human commuJ1ity without compromise of the 

essential differences ·and claims to truth and value that Christians 

·and J ·ews, and all historic groups, iegitimately embody. 11 

Tagline. 

/ 



LUT-HERAN COUNCIL · in the United S·t ates ·of Ame fi ca 

315 Park Av·e·nue South, New York, 

New York 70070 /Area 212-677-3950 

D.'; vis i o ,; o I T H E·O L 0 G I CA L ST U D I E S 

February 28, 1969 

:: 

To: All Participants in 6 March, .' 1969 Jewish-Lutheran 
Academic Colloquium 

Froru: Paul· D. Opsahl 

Enclosed is one of the two papers which will be presented by 
the Lutherans .at our forthcoming 6 ~!arch theologica.1 · conver ... 
sation in New York City. 

This paper, entitled "Law and Grace in Juslaism and Lutheranisra," 
was v.rrit~en by Doctor ·Hoi:ac.e Hun~el, Profes~or of Heb~ew and 
the oia Testament . at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. 
We hope that you will · have a . chance to study this paper before 
our consultation. Instead of reading the paper at the time 
of our meeting Doctor Hummel. will offer SUffiil!ary con~ents, and 
thus allow more time for our discussion. 

We are looking forward ·eager h to this Jewish-Lutheran conver
sation,' prayi~g for. God's bl2ssings "on this en'deavor .. 

I . 
Cordially yours, 

I 

/i/ i )i; 
!J /-~cf .6;', ., i 

r.· ti / 
I .l, .. ·.· .r.,il1 I'. 
t__.,,/j..; ... n~ .. ' '"'\ 

. ., " 
' Paul· D. Opsahl 

Assistant Exedut~ve Secretary 
Division of Theolog~cal Studies 

PDO:apk 
Encl. 1 

·. 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations,1~5 E. 56 St.,New York, N.Y.10022, Plaza 1-4000 

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, Is the pioneer human-relations 
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here 
and abroad. and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people. 

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Refarions 

FOR · IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEW YORK.,. An · a~l~day academic colloquium sponsored jointly by 

the Qivision of Theological Studies of the Lutheran Council in the 

U.S .A. and the Interreligious Affairs Department of the American 

Jewish Conunittee will be held on March 6, 1969 at the Brotherhood

in-Action Building, New York City, it was announced today by the ~on

ference co- chairmen= Dr. Paul Opsahl, Assistant Executive Secretary 

of the Division of Theological St.udies, Lutheran Council in U. S . A., 

and Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, National Director of the Interreligious 

Atfafrs· Depa·rtment of .. the- Ameri:can· J ewish Committee. - - . . ·-. 

This consultat.ion, the first of its kind to be held with 

scholars r epresenting every branch of the Lutheranchurch i n the 

U.S.A. and all branches of American Judaism, wil l involve a select 

group of 30 of the foremost Lutheran and JF.wish theologians and 

scholars in the United States . The Lutheran Church in the U.S.A. 

represents The American Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Church in. 

America . the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and the Synod of 

~vangelical Lutheran Churches. The program will focus on the 

special r elationship that Lutheran thought and tradition has 

played in Christian understanding of the Jewish people and Judaism 

and.reciprocally, of the Jewish responses to Lutheran thought and 

practice • . 

The two major themes to be examined by thP. scholars will be 

those of Christian and Jewish perspectives on "Law and Grace" 

- more-

Arthur J. Goldberg, Presidenl: Max M. Fisher. Chairman, Executive Board: Philip E. Hoffman, Chairman, Board of Governors; Nathan Appleman, Chairman. Board of Trustees 

· Bertram H. Gold, Executive Vice President 

Washiilglon Office: 818 18th Street, N.W., Washington. D.C. 20006 • European hQ.: 30 Rue la Boetie. 75 Paris 8, France • Israel hQ.: 9 Hahabashim St., Jerusalem. Israel 

South American hQ.: San Martrn 663, 2 P. (CO, Buenos Aires. Areentin1 • Mexico: Av. Ejercito Nacional 533 - 305, Mexico 17, O.F. ·-
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and "Election and the People of God." The second theme is intend.ed 

to.have relevance for an understanding of snme of the present issues 

in the relationships of the Jciwish people and Judaism to the state 

of Israel. 

The Jewish· perspective_ on ''Lat.i and Gr8ce" will be presented 

in a paper by Professor Michael Wyschogrod, Associate Professor 

of Philosophy, Baruch College of the City University of .New York; 

· and ~he Christian p~per ·will be presented by Professor Hotace 
of · 

Hummel, · Professor Hebrew and the Old Testament, Lutheran Schoo1 

of Theoiogy at Chicago. 

The paper on a Christian perspective on "Election and the 

People of God" will be presented by Professor Nils Dahl, Pr'Jfessor 

of New Testament, Yale Divinity School; and the Jewish perspective 

on the same' theme will be presented by Rabbi Seymo·ur Siegel, 

Professor of Theology at the Jewish Theological Seminary. 

The Rev. Dr. G. Thomas Spitz, Jr., General Secretary, the 

Lutheran Council in the U.S.A., and Dr. Bertram H. Gold, Executive 

Vice-President of theAmerfran Jewish Committee, will bring greet

ings to the group. Rabbi Tanenbaum will serve as chairman of the 

opening session and Dr. Paul Opsahl will serve as chairman of the 

closing session. 

Below are the names . of the Lutheranand Jewish scholars who 

are expected to take part iq the pioneer consultation: 

Lutheran - Rev. Dr. J:iarold Ditmanson, Professor of Religion, 
St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minn.; Rev. Dr. Arthur Carl Piepikorn, 
Graduate Professor of Systamatic Theology, Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, Mo . ; Rev. Dr. George Forell, Professor of Theology, 
School of Religion, State University, Iowa City, Iowa. 

Also Rev. Dr. Robert Bertram, Chairman of the Department of , 
Systamatic Theology and Associate Professor of Historical and 
Systematic Theology, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.,Mo.; Rev. Dr. 
Herbert J.A.· Bouman, Professor of Systematic Theology, Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, Mo.; Rev. Dr. Jerald Brauer, Dean, Lutheran 
School of Theology, Chicago, Ill.; Rev. Dr. Kent S. Knutson, 
President, Wartburg Theological Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa; Rev. Dr. 
Haro4d Lohr, Pastor, Ascension Lutheran Church, Northfield, Ill. 

-more-



Page 3. 

Also Rev. Stephen G. Mazak, Pastor, St. John Lutheran Church, 
Cudahy, Wis.; Rev. D.r. Fred Meuser, Professor of Hi storical Theology 
and Director of Postgraduat-e Studies, Evangelical Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, Gapital University, Columbus, Ohio; Rev. Dr. Theodore F. 
Nickel, Second Vice-President, Luthetan Chcirch-Missouri Synod, and 
Pasto~ of Jehovah Lutheran Church, Chicago, Ill.; J{ev. Qr. John H.P. 
Reumann, Professor of New Testament, Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
Philadelphia, Penna.; Rev. Dr. C. Umhau Wolf, Director, Lutheran 
Institute for Religiour; Studies, Seguin, .Texas. 

Jewish - Rabbi Edward Gershfield, Jewish Theological Seminary; 
Rabbi Yitchak Greenberg, Professor of Jewish History, Yeshiva 
University; Dr. Ellis Rivkin, Professor of Jewish History, Hebrew 
Union College-J 'wish Instit;ute of Religion; Rabbi David Silverman, 
Professor of Philosophy of Judaism, Jewish Theological Seminary; 
Rabbi Theodore Friedman, Congregation Beth El, South Orange, N.J.; 
Professor Abraham Halkin, Jewish Theological Seminary; Dr. Fritz 
Rothschild, Jewish Theological Seminary; Prof. Manfred Vogel, 
Northwestern University; Prof. Alvin Reines, Hebrew Union College• 
Jewish Institute of Religion. 

#32 A, AA, PP, CP, REL 

2.'27 '69 
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'Marc H. Tanen~aum, Oc~. 12, 1983 

LUTHER AND THE JEWS: Some Historic Lessons 

Can h:r:etory make the present intelligi~le to the present, asks William 

C~rroll Berk in hie ''Origins of the Medieval World . ·" The vest historians 

think it can. No one has made this point more plainly and succinctly than 

R. G-. Collingwood. As.ked what history is "for", .€o111ngwood replied that 

history is for human self.:...knowled.ge. Further, 11 The only clue to what man 

can do is what man has done. The value of history is that it ·~ea-Ches us 

what man has done and thus what man is. 11 

Frederich Heer; The Medieval World, · ( o.17): ·. 
A 

"Our. contemporary Eurepean societies, both Wes t ern and E stern, in many 
" 

ways continue to live on their medieval inheritance. Ht~tory is 1he present 

and the present is history. 1/Jhen we look more doe'!!ly into the crises and 

~atastrophes, the hopes and fears of our own dey, whe~her we. know it or not 

we are concerned with de.veloprilents whose orig ins can ~e tl'.'acea. directly 

to their source. 1n the high Middle Ag~e. 

"During this period Europe underwent some far.:...reaching transforma.tiens. 

The continent which l~ t~e 12th century was open and expanding ~Y the 

mid-14th century had ~ecome closed, a Burope oY internal and ext~rnal frontiers 

where nations, eta tee, churches (i.e., the various regional 11 Gallicaniz ed 11 

churches) .and intellectual systems already confronted one anothf!r - often in 

uncomprdm1~1ng and hostile attitudes - in the forms they were to retain at 

least until the mid-19th centtury or ev en into the 20th. 

0 
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The. environmen·t of 16th century ·RefGrI!lat1on Germany der~'t.es in large 

measure from the forces set in motion from at least the period of the 

ascendancy of Charlemagne. 

·Cha~lemagne (7680al4 AD) - French for the Latin Carolus Ms.gnus, i~ 

Charles . t he Great, was . the first Germanic figure of. whOI!l· we ~osee~s 

historica.1 kn&Wledge. Hie secretary, Einhard, deecr1 "-.es his role·: 

11 He cared for the Church of St. Peter the Apostle at Rome a\,ove al l 

other holy and sacred places, and heaped high 1te treasury with a ·vast 

wealth of gold, silver and precious stones." (Snyder p.100) 

From the time of Charlemagne, the Holy Roman Empire was regarded 

as the suprmae protector of the Church and of Chrietendom. During the 

Middle Ages and even later, German people had a clearcut picture of the 

roles of two earthly up~u1lders of the Divine worln order. The Pope and 

Emperor sat enthroned in r,rotherly am1 ty, i..oth of them watching over 

Christendom, which meant mankind; the spir:ttaal sw0rd '-lelonged to the 

Pope, the secular sword to the artperor. As defender of the Church, t.he 

Emperor waged God's ware en earth and was responei~le for maintebn1ng 

peace · and justice. Indiviudal emperors and their ~dherents were convinc9 

that t his reaponsihili ty included the eeta~lishment of "right order" -in I t aly, 11 the ~eautfful garden of the Empire as Dante called 1 t, the ... 
preGervation the~e of imperial rights, the protectinn of the Pope 1n Rome 

and tl:l.e Reformati on of the church whenever this deemed nece'ssa.ry . 

. The authority of the Emperor and of the Holy .Roman Empire was mos '" 

effective in the 10th and eerly 11th c~~turiee under the rule of the 

Saxon or Ot t onion Emperors, ·who were really .th~ · protectors, guardians, 

a nd leaders of the Church and Christena.nm. They reformed the chu.rdh and 

t h e monasteries, made and unmade Popes, .intervened cl.eciisively, in th("lse 

grave conflicts which had turned. the Papacy, po11t!fally enfee~·led and 



and -- s pirit·ually. aeg-raded; ··-int·0·-· ar'l · -obje ,ct of booty wrangled over by 
. . ·• . . . . . ' . . . . . . . .~ .. 

cliques and clans of Roman nobility. 
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165 East 56 Street 
New York, New York 10022 

(212) 751-4000 

N ORMAN P o otiORETZ. Eorro R 

ME~ORANDUM 

To: Marc Tanenbaum 

From: Norman Podhoretz 

June 7, 1983 

Obviously, you have the makings here of a fascinating 
article on Luther which should be written and should 
be published. But we have run so much stuff lately on 
Christian anti-Semitism that we have been charged by 
Joseph Sobran .and others of conducting a campaign against 
the churches. Anyhow, my feeling is . that for the time 
being at least, and so far as Comm~ptary is concerned~ 
Dayyenu. 

NP/rk 
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·Di c1;ated on· ~el ephone Qctober ·1, 1982 

By Dr. Har~ld Ditmanson 

Ge~ui~e d1alog~e ~etwee~ Jews .and Chri$tians is a recerit 
. . . 

phenomenon. It is bot-h t~.~ .. ca.u,s_e and the effect of ,a new climate 

of con~errr and re~ard. Th e d i a 1 o g u e' i s here to. s ta y . . It ha s · been · - .. . . . .. - . 

defined and e·_nd~rsed at th~ .. hf ghest l_ ev~l s of church authority . It 

enjoy$ tha mo~t effettive ane generbus supp~rt of J~w1sh organiza~ . . ' ·. -.. ,. .. . . . . 

tions, and it has made s1g_n!f~1c .an.t h~ .. adway in seminarie.s, colleges, 

and parishes. ·_ There. are stil.} _imp~rtant · themes to- be explored and 

relationships to b~ esta~11s~~~~ This conference is a welcome 

resumption of .fruitful convers~~~ion ·between t~~ American Jewish 

Committee a~d the Lutheran Council in the USA. 

· .. 

. ... 
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CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 

Rabbi L~o E. Tt.tritz, D.D. 
rabbi erneri tus · 

P. 0. Box 3456 

Meridian, Miss. 38301 

residence: 
2419 - 4§th Street 
Meridian, Miss. J9J01 
June 7, 1981 

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 E. 56th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear. Marc, 

' The enclosed , as you shall see, are teca.r sheets from the 
Augustana College Magazine . [I attended the college during 
my last year . of A. B. work and received my degree, in 1935, 
from that institution, which is in my home town, Rock · 
Island, Illinois.] 

I call your attention to the talk given at the Freshman 
Orientation Program by the Rev. Mr. Richard A. Swanson, 
campus minister, presented in the magazine· in print. 

It is an outstanding talk, very liberal, ,and up-to-date. 
I send it to you because of its references to the Exodus 
wilderness and its application to our ·difficult tirn~s, to 
the Holocaust, to "a leader of .amajor American Christian 
denomination (who) announced that God does not even hear 
the prayer of a Jewl" I smiled when I read his comments 
on Absolutist Christianity. You will understand when I 
tell you that Augustana is Swedish Lutheran.. "In liturgy, 
for example, there are still many who wonder whether God 
understands any language other than Latin, unless it be 

· Swedish." 

It is a well constructed sermon and a message worthy of 
giving to a Freshman class. [I wonder how many of the young 
people got its full implications. j 
I send this talk/sermo~ to you, because you will know how 
to make good use of it for American Jewish Committee pur
poses. You might even know how to devise means for making 
use of Reverend Swanson himself for AJC causes. 
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When I attended "Augie" for. that year, I found the people 
there. ver;y liberal al_'ld. understanding in their attitudes. 
People, students and faculty, knew that I was intending to 
be a rabbi • . " Th~y made my· year t}'lere very pleasant "amqng 
the Swedish Lutherans • . Reverend Swanson, class of •54, 
seems to be perpe~uating the tradition. 

. . 
Evelyn joins me in kindest personal greetings. 

Cordially yours, 

~ 
Rabbi Leo . ~. ·Turit~ 

.· 
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by Richard A. Swanson 

Richard A. Swanson '54 is campus minister 
and pastor of Augustana Campus Church. 
This speech was presented December 5, 
1980, one of a special convocation se
ries designed to extend and enrich the 
Freshman Orientation Program. 

The boy had always 
wanted a kitten. His 
father didn't like cats, but his 
mother did (she 
said she always had 
cats when she was a 
girl growing up on the 
farm). He 

knew his father would say 
no when his farmer cousin said 
"sure, you can 
have the barn cat's 
kitten." But 

his father didn't say 
nc and his mother smiled and the 
boy and the kitten 
slept together in the 
back of the car all the way 

home. The boy is older now and he 
cannot remember the kitten's 
name but he can remember the 
hot July Sunday morning when he 
first learned that things 
as they are and things 
as they ought to be stand far 
apart. 

It was the day of the annual 
Si.Jnday School picnic. The 
boy was ready, but his 
parents weren't, and so the boy 
waited. He 

lay down on the davenport and the 
kitten jumped up on his 
chest. The boy began 
petting the kitten. The kitten's 
eyes closed and soon it was 
purring and the purring 
penetrated the boy's 
heart, and the boy thought 
this is the way things are and 
this is the way things ought to be. And 

PLAYING IN 
THE WILDERNESS 

that was when his 
father said, "It's 
time to go," and the 
boy and the father and the mother got in 
the car. The kitten's 

skull offered no 
resistance to the tire as the 
car backed down the 
driveway. And 

then it was that the boy knew that 
things as they are and 
things as they ought to be 
are not the same. He 
is older now, and 
things as they are and 
things as they ought to be are 
not together yet. Someday, 
maybe, but 

not yet. The 
boy-grown-man 
is still wishing for a 
kitten. But he wishes now for a 
kitten that will 
last. Welcome to the 

wilderness. 

T: 
he story of the boy-grown
man is a wilderness story. 

That is to say, it is a 
story which grows out of 
real life. It echoes the 

common human experience of living 
with things as they are while wait
ing for things as they ought to be. 
It is a story which can be told 
around any campfire anywhere in the 
willderness and be understood. The 
human story is a wilderness story. 

In the minutes ahead, I wish 
to define wilderness clearly enough 
for each of us to recognize it as 
the place in which we live. Then, 
I will describe two very different 
ways of responding to the wilder
ness. The first response is abso
lutism, which creates absolutist 
religious structures which deny the 
willderness and retard the human 
spirit. The second response is imag
ination. I will arg,ue that imagina
tion stimulates the human spirit 
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and leads to fullness of life in 
the wilderness. Another word for 
this imagining is playing, which 
gives the title of these remarks: 
" Playing in the Wilderness." 

Wilderness can be a place. Its 
usual definition is, in fact, geog
raphical. It is thought of as the 
place touched, known, charted by 
few, if any. Where once it was the 
forbiddingly distant, high, and 
9eep places of the earth, today it is 
increasingly the forbiddingly dis
tant, high, and deep places of 
space. 

Wilderness is more than place, 
however. It is also to be found in 
thought and feeling, in the inner 
experience of being human. The wil
derness I have in mind is located 
in the beautiful and bleak ambigui
ties of having and not having, of 
knowing and not knowing, of living 
and dying. . 

Most of us admit some familiar
ity with this inner wilderness. 
Each time we say, "I don't know," 
or " I wish"; each time we sense 
distance between what is and what 
ought to be in such areas as music, 
or athletics, or language, we are 
experiencing wilderness. 

Strangely enough, in matters 
religious we are reluctant to admit 
familiarity with wilderness. In 
fact, the very idea of wilderness 
in· religion makes more than a few 
of us nervous. 

Nevertheless, I invite you now 
to risk that nervousness in a clos
er look at wilderneSs. 

One of the great stories in the 
Jewish-Christia.n tradition is the 
story of the Exodus. A group of 
wandering Semite tribes, searching 
for food, make their way down the 
eastern Mediterranean coast into 
Egypt, where th~y find not only 
food but slavery. Years pass. Un· 
able to free themselves, nearly un
able to remember who they are, they 
are finally freed by a peculiar 
God who goes by the name " I Am 
Who I Am." "I Am Who I Am" uses 
a series of increasingly horrible 

plagues to convince the E,gyptians 
to let the slaves go. In a great 
parting shot, "I Am Who I .Am" 
splits the waters of the Sea of 
Reeds. The slaves, hotly pursued 
by the Egyptians, cross the sea, 
the waters come together, the Egyp
tians are flooded and drowned. 

The slaves are now free. The 
problem is, they are free in the 
wilderness. 

Freedom is a lovely thing, so 
long as it does not have to take 
place in the wilderness. In no time 
at all, the newly-freed are ready 
to give up their freedom in ex
change for evacuation from the wi 1-
derness. Better, they say, to sit 
again in slavery with bread to eat 
and good water to drink than to 
wander aimlessly in apparent God
forsaken ness. 

A new god is created, a god 
which is to be more responsive than 
old "I Am Who I Am"; a god who 
will give order and direction, a 
·god who will get them out of the 
wilderness, into the promised land. 

Ah, the promised land. It is to 
be everything the wilderness is not. · 
It is good food and drink. It is 
being in place, rather than no 
place. It is knowing without not
knowing. It is having without not
having. It is living without not
living. It is "being there," 
" there," where all ambiguities, 
all partialities, all separations 
between what is and ought to be, 
are overcome. Ah, the promised land. 

Forty years later, whatever it 
is Israel finds, it is not the Prom
ised Land. The Exodus story turns 
out not happily-ever-after-ended in 
the Promised Land, but rather un
ended in the wilderness, in what is 
turning out to be, for both Israel 
and the Church, both Jews and 
Christians, a long wait in the wil
derness. The Promised Land is not 
yet. It is promised. In the mean
while, wilderness. 

Another story. Also about Is
rael. A true story. From the record 
of the proceedings of the lnterna-

tional Military Tribunal at Nurem
burg, Germany, a little over thirty 
years ago: the testimony of a Ger
man Hol,ocaust bureaucrat. 

I, Hermann Friedrich Graebe, de
clare under oath: From September 
1941 until January 1944 I was man
ager and engineer in charge of a 
branch office in Gdolbunow, 
Ukraine .... On 5 October 1942, . 
when I visited the building office 
at Dubno, mv foreman Hubert Moen· 
nikes ... told me that in the 
vicinity of the site Jews from 
Dubno had been shot in three large 
pits, each about 30 meters long · 
and 3 meters deep. About 1 500 per- · 
sons had been killed daily .... 
Thereupon I drove to the site • ... 
Armed Ukrainian militia drove the 
people off the trucks under the 
supervision of an SS man who [had] 
a dog and a riding whip. They had 
to put down their clothes in fixed 
places, sorted according to shoes, 
top clothing and underclothing. · 
Without screaming or weeping these 
people undressed, stood around in 
family groups, kissed each other, 
said farewells and waited for a 
sign from another SS man, who 
stood near the pit, also with a 
whip in his hand. During the 15 
minutes I stood near the pit I 
heard no complaint nor plea for 
mercy. I watched a family of about 
8 persons, a man and a woman, both 
about 50. with their children of 
about 1, 8. and 10, and two grown
up daughters of about 20 to 24. An 
old woman with snow-white hair was 
holding the one-year·old child in 
her arms and singing to it, and 
tickling it. The child was cooing 
with delight. The couple were 
looking on with tears in their 
eyes. The father was holding the 
hand of a boy about ten years old 
and speaking to him softly; the 
boy was fighting his tears. The 
father pointed to the sky, stroked 
his head, and seemed to explain 
something to him. At that moment, 
the SS man at the p it shouted 
something to his comrade .... I 
heard a series of shots. I looked 
into the pit and saw that the 
bod ies were twitching or the heads 
already lying motionless on top 
of the bodies that lay before them. 
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What does the father say to his 

son? An explanation? Of what? Of 
how this is the Promised Land? The 
words fall into a silence, 30 me
ters long and 3 meters deep: 

That was a wilderness story. I 
chose it because it contains two 
teachings about the wilderness. One 

· is that the wilderness really is 
wilderness. We are so quick at 
softening and perfuming the truth 
about the wilderness that we seldom 
get a clear sense of the way things 
really are. There is that within us 
which knows that life is wilderness, 
but there is also that within us 
which tampers with that truth. 

Remember, the Holocaust story 
contains two teachings for our con
sideration. The first is that the 
wilderness is wilderness. These
cond teaching will wait while we 
spend a bit more time with the 
first. 

We db n·at .like Wilderness: · · ·· 
That is because wilderness, as met· 
aphor for life, is also, necessar-
ily, metaphor for death. It is not 
only the place in which we live. It 
is also.the place in which we die. 
There is, within each of us, an in
stinctive denial of death/wilder
ness, of wilderness/death. We would 
like the wilderness to go away. 

Two examples of wilderness de· 
nial can be related to the Holo
caust story. 

First: there are so-called 
"scholars" in both the United 
States and Europe who are currently 
arguing that the Holocaust never 
happened; that, in fact, the Hol~ 
caust is really a Jewish hoax de
signed to create sympathy for Jews 
and allow the Jews to grow in pow
er. Such scholairship is absurd, but 
it has an audience among those Gen
tiles who can accept the idea of 
Jews being wilderness creatures, 
but certainly not Gentiles. Jews 
and others know and fear that such 
an absurd denial only succeeds in 
perpetuating and strengthening the 
real ·horror it seeks to deny. 

Second: another form of wilder-

~ .. , -. ' .· . . -.,~:.• :. -..:. 

ness denial is explanation. In the 
case of the Holocaust story, there 
are Christians who argue that the 
Jews got what they had coming be
cause they are the ones who killed 
Jesus and have not since admitted 
guilt or accepted Jesus' lordship 
over them. Hf!d the Jews converted 
to the Christian faith, neither the 
Holocaust nor the preceding centu
ries of ghetto and pogrom and dis
putation would have been necessary. 
And so, the wilderness is nicely 
explained, Christian righteousness 
is maintained, reality is denied. 
Let it here be noted .that many of 

· the Holocaust designers, bureau
crats and technicians were Lutheran, 
doing horror routinely, sure that 
they were doing what God would want 
any obedient Christian to do. Could 
it be that denial of the wildernesS 
is the worst oft.he wilderness? 

I am defining wilderness as the 
condition characterized by such am~ . 
biguWes as knowing and not know
ing, having and not having, being 
there and yet waiting, sensing and 
not sensing. I have attempted to 
illustrate wilderness by means of 
two stories: the boy and his kitten, 
and the shooting of the Jews at 
Dubno. Not all of us have had a pet 
kitten run over by a car. It is 
highly unlikely that any of us were 
pulling triggers at Dubno. But all 
of us are in the wilderness. 

It is time now to say some hard, 
perhaps even harsh, things about 
one of the ways in which we may 
choose to respond to wilderness. It 
is the way which uses Christianity 
to deny that there is such a place 
as the wilderness, and which uses 
Christianity as a put-down of wil
derness people. 

One of the most common Chris
tian assumptions is that when one 
has accepted Jesus Christ as per~ 
sonal Lord and Savior, one is 
"saved," meaning saved from the 
wilderness. To be a Christian, it 
is assumed, is to be in a special 
relationship with Jesus. Jesus, b~ 
cause of his resurrection from the 

dead, is now out of the wilderness, 
or, if still in the wilderness, in 
it in a new and different way, now 
immune to the principal wilderness 
disease, death .. True, sincere, un
wavering commitment to Jesus as 
Lord means, for the Christian, par
ticipation in such non-wilderness 
treats as peace of mind, good feel
ings, good health, success, and 
care-free death (assuming one real
ly does die). 

A rigid structure of Christian 
absolutes serves as a guarantee 
th.at the wilderness has been over
come. One believes absolutely. 
Doubt cannot be tolerated. So long 
as one doubts, one is not truly be
lieving. Refusal to admit the exis
tence of the wilderness means one 
must come up with some other expla
nation of doubt. So the doubter, 
the one who confesses questions and 
uncertainties, must bear the g.l,lilt _ .. 
of weakness, insincerity, even bad
ness. 

Absolutist Christianity requires 
absolute signs. Healings, tongue's, 
feelings of certainty, special word 
phrases ... all are signs of Spi-
rit baptism, of being born again. 
Absence of such gifts and signs 
raises questions about the one in 
whom the signs are absent. The fact 
that the wilderness experience is 
never one of completeness or per· 
fection or fulfillment cannot be 
considered. · 

Some absolutist Christians re
quire absolutely fixed ways of act· 
ing in the presence of God. Litur
gies become fixed. (It is amazing 
to note how many fixed liturgies 
there are! Could it be that there 
are as many absolutes as· there are 
absolutizers?) In liturgy, for ex
ampie, there are still many who won
der whether God understands any 
language other than Latin, unless 
it be Swedish. And recently a lead· 
er of a major American Christian 
denomination announced that God 
does not even hear the prayer of a 
Jewl 

And then, of course, there is 



the matter of an absolutist scrip
ture. Absolutist Christianity abso

·lutety thrives on absolutist scrip
ture. " Jesus loves me, this I know, 
for the Bible tells me so." The 
Bible cannot be wrong: Any hint 
that the gospel is garbled must be 
crushed, and with it the hinter as 
well. The Bible, in absolutist 
Christianity, is so absolutely true, 
so absolutely authoritative, that · 
all one needs to do is hold it and 
the wilderness cowers. 

Paul, Pharisee and Apostle, 
child of God through both Moses and 
Christ, both Israel and Church, 
scripture writer, was far from be-
i ng an absolutist when he described 
his religious experience as seeing 
in a mirror dimly. He clearly iden
tified himself with the Wilderness 
people, with those who wait for 
that which is not yet. He was hon
est about .the cross-currents of 
feeling and thought within.himself. 
His life of faith and hope and love 
was set in the waiting, in the. wil
derness. Yet if he were to m'ake his 
admission of seeing God in a mirror 
d imly as a member of the Augustana 
College Department of Religion, he 
would immediately be accused of be
ing faithless and being a faith-
killer. How strange . . 

How strange that a religion 
rooted in the wilderness, meant to 
be free and open and imaginative, 
would become for so many a closed 
box of absolutes in which freedom 
and imagination suffocate and die. 

Sad things happen. An absolu
tized religion soon becomes a 
walled city designed to keep the 
world out, the world which just 

· happens to be God's world . Inabili
ty to endure not knowing rules out 
doubt and questions, then ~u les out 
doubters and questioners. T.he rul
ing out of the human from the reli
gious experience ultimately rules 
out humanity and the humanities. 

Sad things happen. I, myself, 
am now in danger of absolutizing 
my anti-absolutist position. Now l 
am in danger of excluding absolu-

tizers from my life and religion. 
Sad things happen to us all, for 
we are all absolutizers. I must 
remind myself that in the wilder
ness, each one needs every other 
if we are to survive. We need to 
be together. 

Let us take a moment to remem
ber the first Holocaust story 
teaching: the wilderness really is 
wilderness. Life is wilderness 
everywhere for everyone. Several 
weeks ago I t istened to a friend 
describe a recurring dream in:which 
he is swimming in water which is in 
a bottle which is capped. He cannot 
get out. He cannot swim forever. He 
is drowning. He can do nothing. My 
friend is deeply religious. He has 
gone away for awhile now, to get 
himself together and to get closer 
to God, so that his dream will go 
awa·y. In fact, his going away is 
only a movement from one' place in 
the wilderness io another. It is· 
not within human power to leave the 
wilderness. 
· The view from here is bleak, 

But so it must be in order for this 
talk to make its turn toward home. 

I invite you now, brothers and 
sisters in the wilderness, to con
sider the life of the imagination, 
the life of faith and freedom, the 
authentically human life. 

It has been necessary to de-
pict the wilderness in the bleakest 
terms possible, for only so can our 
impossibilities and possibilities 
in the wilderness be seen. Hope 
makes sense, becomes real, only 
when hopele'ssness is clearly seen 
and understood. So it is with free
dom, which must be seen against its 
demonic opposite, slavery. So with 
resurrection, which can only occur 
in death . The life of the imagina
tion can begin only when one admits 
being in the wi lderness. And I will 
go so far as to say that the life 
of the imagination begins only when 
it is clear to the imaginator that 
all human images are terminal. 

(It is safe now to imagine that 
this speech is almost over.) 

(continued on page 20) 
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ARTICLE JV; SECTION 5; PARAGRAPH B 
Current Readirng: The Director of Alumni Relations shall give written notice of each meet

ing not.less than five days nor more than ten days in advance. 
Propo$ed Change: delete the phrase ''nor more than ten days." 

ARTICLE IV; SECTION 5; PARAGRAPH D 
Current Reading: Either five members of the Executive Committee or nine members of 

. the Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 
Proposed Change: Sixteen members of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the trans· 

action of business. -
ARTICLE IV; SECTION 6; PA.RAGRAPH A 

Current Reading: 

Proposed Chan~: 

There shall be an executive committee composed of the president, vice 
president, secretary, chairperson of the nominations committee, chair
perso'n of the ways and means committee, chairperson of the awards 
co·mmittee, and chairperson of the alumni activities committee with 
vote. Also serving on the executive committee will be: the Vice Presi
dent for Financial Affairs, the Vice President for Development. and 
the Director of Alumni Relations without vote. 
There shall be an executive committee composed of rhe president, 
vice president, secretary, chairperson of the nominations and awards 

· committee, chairperson of the constitution and by-laws committee, 
chairperron of the alumni activities committee, chairperson of the 
annual fundcommittee, and chairperson of the placement commit· 
te with vote. Also serving on the executive committee will be the Vice 
President for Financial Affain, the Vice President for Development, 
the Director o·f Career Planning and Placement, and the Director of 
Alumni Relations without vote. 

ARTICLE IV; SECTION 7; PARAGRAPH A 
Proposed Change: Make this section paragraph B underArticle IV, Section 6. 

ARTICLE IV; SECTION 8; PARAGRAPH B 
Proposed Change: Change "in the Board" to "on the Board" · 

ARTICLE IV; SECTIONS 8, 9. 10 8r 11 
Proposed Change: Renumber tp Sections 7, 8, 9 & 10. 

ARTICLE VII; SECTION 1 
Current Reading: •.. The chairpe!'1>on and member.; of each standing committee must be 

members of the Board. Each standing committee, through its chair· 
person or a representative of the chairperson. except the Committee on 
Nominations, shall report its conclusi.ons to the Board, ... 

Proposed Change: •.. The Cfiairperson of each standing committee shall be a member of 
the Board and shall select his or her members. Each standing committee, 
through its chairperson or a representative of the chairpenon, shall 
report its conclusions to the Board, .•. 

ARTICLE VII; SECTION 2 
Proposed Change: Change name of committee to A Committee on Nominations and 

Awards. - -

ARTICLE VII; SECTION 3 
Proposed Change: Change name of committee to A Committee on' Constitution and By· 

Laws. · 

ARTICL!= VII; SECTION 4 
Proposed Change:. Change name of committee to A Committee on the Annual Fund. 

ARTICLE VII; SECTION 5 
Proposed Change: Eliminate a separate Awards Committee and add this section as Para

graph D under Article VII; Section 2 with the following changes. De
lete Part 5 and change Part 2 to read as follows: 
Outstanding Service Award: This award shall be based on one or more 
of the following: the recipient's contribution to Augustans either 
through unusual service rendered the College or through support of 
the program of the Association or the recipient's contributions to so· 
ciety through exceptional community service . ... 

ARTICLE VII; SECTION 6 
Proposed Change: Renumber to Section 5 

ARTICLE VII; SECTION 6 
Proposed Change: Add a new section 6 to be read as follows: 

A Committee on Swdent Placement Paragraph A. The function of the 
Committee.shall be to recommend to the Board the student placement 
activities to be purwed by the Association for the ensuing year after 
consultation with, and direction from, the Director of Career Planning 
and Placement of the College. . 

ARTICLE XI'; SECTION 1 . 
Proposed Change: Delete the second sentence in this section. 

Note: All prior references to "chainrian" in the Constitution will be revised to read "chair· 
person." · 

Playing In the Wllde~ess 
(continued from page 8) 

The imagination of which I 
speak is an evoked imagination. It -
is evoked by a Promise that there 
is a time/place which has not yet 
come to be, but which will. The 
Promiser is God, the "I Am Who I 
Am," Emmanuel ("God with us"-a 
name for both boys and girls), God
who has made self known to Jews and 
Christians (and to others, no doubt, 
though to which others remains 
God's business)1• The imaginative 
peoples live in the wilderness on 
Promise. The Promise is not escape 
from the wilderness, nor is it de-
nial of the wilderness. It is the 
Promise that there is life both in 
and beyond the wilderness. The 
Promiser is born in the wilderness, 
.1 ives and dies in the wilderness, 
and is resurrected in the wilder-
ness. 

The resurrection of the Promiser 
establishes the Promise both in and 
beyond wilderness. It is this in
and-beyondness of the Promiser 
which calls to the imagination.in 
the wilderness and draws it toward 
that which is not yet but will be. 

The Promise calls the imaginator 
to the most radical freedom, the 
freedom to see that which cannot be 
seen. The imaginative peoples have 
already seen a new future, in which 
"the calf and the young lion .shall 
grow up together, and a little 
child shall lead them"; a future 
in which "the cow and the bear 
shall be friends, and their young 
shall lie down together." Already _ 
the imaginative ones, nurtured by 
Promise, have seen springtime in 
bleak midwinter, light in darkness, 
life in death. 

I magi nation, evoked, is free 
to picture a new creation, a new 
heaven and a new earth. It is free 
to employ both fact and fantasy, 
and to do so without fear of either. 
It can see the inner, invisible 
meanings in facts, and it can see 
facts within fantasy. This imagina· 
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Graduates from 1920 through 1979 got r~acquainted with the college at a session for 
alumni age.nts late in January. 

AlLUJOONil A§§O)CCilA1f'IlO>N I?lROIP'O§IE§ 
CIHIAN GIE§ IlN l~V 0 lLA W§ 
According to Article XI of the Alumrii Association Constitution, constitutional 
by-laws "may be amended at any meeting of the Association by a two-thirds major
ity vote of the members present, provided that the proposed amendments have been 
previously approved by the Board, and notice given the membership." Proposed 
changes to be voted upon at the next Alumni Association meeting are submitted l:Je· 
low. 

PROPOSED CHANGES 
TO THE 

BY-LAWS OF THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
OF 

AUGUST ANA COLLEGE · 

ARTICLE IV; SECTION 3; PARAGRAPH A 
Current Reading; ... there shall be thirteen members at large, . . . 
Proposed Change: .. , there shall be nineteen members at large, .. . 

ARTICLE IV; SECTION 3; PARAGRAPH B 
Proposed Change: add "the Director of Career Planning and Placement" to the list of 

members of the Board without vote. 

ARTICLE IV; SECTION 4; PARAGRAPH A 
Current Reading: The members of the Board, including members at large, shall be 

elected tor three year terms; except with respect to terms comrnenc· 
ing September, 1968, 3 members at large shall be selected for one-year 
terms, 3 members at large shall be selected for two-year terms, and 
4 members at large.shall be selected for three-year terms. 

Proposed Change: The members of the Board, including members at large, shall be selected 
for three years· with one· third of the terms expiring each year. 

Peter, Minnesota, that figure is 
as high as 59 percent.) But only 8 
percent of Augustana's alumni are 
represented in annual giving. That 
percent, however, gives generously: 
Augustana's average gift is higher 
than that of other comparable 
schools. 

For Hudson and Ash, then, the 
conclusion is obvious: involve more 
alumni. Both stress that, as Ash · 
puts it, "We're interested in cre
ating a pattern of participation, 
not in tying people to huge finan
cial commitments. All gifts are 
welcome and meaningful." "It's 
the level of participation that 
counts," Hudson adds. "Often tha.t 
can be essential in persuading nori
Augustana businesses and individuals 
to give." As an example of modest, 
steady giving, Hudson cites the 
alumnus who sends a monthly check. 
for $9. "Over the ye~rs it accumu
lates. We appreciate this kind of 
ongoing.support." 

Ash agrees. He and his family 
exemplify long-standing loyalty to 
Augustana. All of them graduated 
from the college-his father Lynn in 
'36, his mother and sister Carolyn 
in '67. Jim went on to graduate 
work in hospital administration at 
the University of Michigan and to 
residencies in New York and Florida 
before taking the Evanston position. 

He is enthusiastic about the 
Class Agents as a means to "create 
new interest in the college and 
promote its visibility." The goal 
of the project-20 percent partici
pation and $125,000-he sees as rea
sonable. 

Hudson concurs. He's "extremely 
pleased" with thie response of 
those he has recruited for agents. 
"People were more than willing to 
help, and those who couldn't do it 
declined with regret. This seems to 
me to indicate the basic attitude 
of alumni. We're seeking to trans
late those good feelings into tan-
gilb le acts of support." 

. , 

.' 
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tion does not fear other imagina
tions. It sees the Promise evoking 
imagination· in all the peoples in 
the wilderness. True imagination 
seeks out and welcomes the imagi
nativ~. It loves to tell and hear 
stories. 

Imagination 1is not an escape 
route. 1.t is not another wilderness 
denial in disguise. It is an ele
ment of the wilderness itself. 
Apart from wilderness, imagination 
has no meaning. Imagination and dim 
mirrors go hand in hand. Instead 
of being escape from wilderness in
to the possible new.future, imagi
nation reaches into future and 
brings its possibilities into the 
present. 

Imagination sounds much li~e 
faith. A frequently-heard wilder· 
ness expression is, "Keep the 
faith." Better to keep both imagi· 
nation and faith, for while related, 
they are different. Promise evokes 
imagination, which reaches out and 
sees that which is not yet but 
wh ich can be. Faith is believing 
that imagination's images are real 
and true. Faith puts th~se images 
of what can be into being. Imagin
ing freedom; peace and justice for 
all persons demands faithful expres· 
sion of freedom, peace and justice 
in the present. Imagining a crea· 
tion no longer abused requires 
faithful caring for the earth now. 
Imagination, faith, and works are 
meant to go together: 

The imaginative life and Au· 
gustana College go hand·in-hand. 
In the tradition of this College, 
both teacher and student are called 
to remember the entire human story 
and, in response to Promise and 
Promiser, to imagine every human 
possibility. The imagination is 
free to be at home in every academ
ic discipline. In its attempt to 
see a full and authentic human fu
ture, it cannot afford to shun any 
discipline. It will delight in ev-
ery story and song, look at every . 
picture, probe every fact, listen 
and speak.in every language, skill
fully use every tool. Here, in this 
College, the imaginator is encour-

.. · .··;! ·. , .. :)" 

aged to be both liberal and artful. 
Now, the second teaching i11 the 

story from the Holocaust. Recall 
the testimony of the Holocaust bu
reaucrat: 

Without screaming or weeping these 
people undressed, stood around in 
family groups, kissed each other, 
said farewells .... I heard no 
complaint nor plea for mercy .... 
I watched a family .... An old 
woman with snow-white hair was 
holding [a) one-year·old child in 
her arms and singing to it, and 
tickling it. The child was cooing 
with delight. The [parents) were 
looking on with tears in their 
eyes. The father was holding the 
hand of a boy about ten years old 
and speaking to him softly; the 
boy was fighting his tears. The 
father pointed to the sky, stroked 
his head, and seemed to explain 
something to him .... I heard a 
series of shots . . . . 

What are they doing, this family 
in the wilderness? We know. They 
are our brothers and sisters in the 
life of imagination. The Promise has 
come to them, too, and their imagi
nations are reaching forward. At.the 
edge of the pit, the old woman is 
imagining herself and the baby 
"next year in Jerusalem," as the 
Passover liturgy says. The father's 
imagination is calling to the boy's 
imagination to look up and see how 
near the Promise and the Promiser 
are. 

They are now, in the face of 
death, fully alive. They are playing 
in the wilderness. 

An Aim~lent l?owu 
(continued from page 10) 

and Roman history. Once a year stu
dents may register for a "cluster" 
of related courses-philosophy, re
ligion, and classical literatiJre-
in·wh ich connections among the 
three subjects are stressed. 

Classics has never been exactly 
a trendy discipline, but.those who 
take it up usually aren't sorry. 
Ms. Wine says that though many high 
schoolers are pushed into Latin by 
parents, " I've never encountered 
one who regretted sticking it out 

·At the very least, most say., it 
te.ach~ them to think in a logical, 
disciplined way." Similarly, Dr. 
Banks reports th at ·the six majors 
he has supervised have continued 
their studies in graduate school. · 
Like Augustana's classicists, they 
come to love the material. 

lnteresting·ty, all three pro-. 
fessors attribute their own affin-
ity for classics to teachers: 
"fabulous," "vibrant," even 
"sainted characters." Without 
enthusiastic high school teachers, 
Dean Brodahl and Ms. Wine feel, 
they probably wouldn't have d is
covered Latin. For· Dean Brodahl 
this interest-was briefly submerged 
when a war-pinched Augustana Col· 
lege could not offer courses in 
ancient history. As~ gr_aduate stu
dent at Syracuse University, how
ever, she taught a survey of West· 
ern civil ization and became "fas· 
cinated with the beginnings." 
Later, at Stanford, she spent a 
summer reading ancient history with 
some of her professors. She's 
never stoppe9. 

Ms. Wine "fell in love with 
the language" when she began stud· 
ying Latin. "I was always inter
ested in words-and in word games 
and crossword puzzles. I have a 
grandmother who's a crossword puz
zle fanatic, and some of it rubbed 
off. Latin was great: it opened a 
whole new world of etymology." 
Ms. Wine, who is working on her 
doctoral dissertation in Latin lit
erature at Northwestern University, 
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looks forward to teaching a course 0. How did you feel about being 0. Any final impressions about the 
in etymology at Augustana next with the group? whole experience as you've reflect- 1 

year. ed on it? 
Dr. Banks' route to the litera- CLEVE Well, for one thing, the pro-

I wish I could have ·communi-ture of ancient Greece was somewhat fessors on the trip were just CLEVE 

less orthodox_ As a freshman at the like Japanese...:.all our needs cated better with the people. 

University of Minnesota he was were taken care of right a- / 
We met so many wonderful 

"rather intrigued" by architec- way I There are a lot of ad- people. 

ture. But. books on the subject vantages to the big group. / 
One of.them was interacting ' TODD There was the language bar-

convinced him that the way to un- with the others and bouncing rier-
derstand it was to understand what off different ideas and im-
people are-and the means to that pressions and experiences. CLEVE I wish we could really have 
was literature. He declared an Each one of us almost lived gotten into the feelings of 
English major, enrolling in Greek 73 different lives over there the Japanese and Chinese-what 
and Latin courses as electives. because we cou Id go off in their land means to them- how 

When graduation time came, though, smalle·r groups, get lost, they felt about America. 

he found he had accumulated more find new places, come back-
TODD What are you about, what am I 

credits in classics than in En-
glish. Graduatie school at the Uni- TODD It was: what do you have to about. 

versity of Minnesota offered wider share with us today? What did 
CLEVE When we did get to talk with you do? If you did something 

reading in the literature of an- neat, I have to do it, too. them it was in our own Ian-
tiquity, and his enthusiasm grew~ :·· · · guage. I was always emb.ar-
For his doctoral dissertation he CLEVE And yet something would al- rassed that it wasn't us mak-
chose the comedies of Aristophanes ways come out a little dif-· ·· ing the effort to learn their 

"because the Greeks to me seemed ferent- language. 

more interestingly complicated than TODD I'd like to go back to all 
the Romans." He plans further work CHERYL Just like one big chain re- the countries, but I guess if 
on some aspects of his dissertation action. I had to pick one I'd pick .. . 
this summer. Japan. I want to re-experi-

For these professors and for CLEVE Nothing was ever duplicated. ence it. I want to learn more 
their students, the ancient a111d 

TODD Find a cheap restaurant-ali 
about the people. I don't want 

traditional is part of the .living to influence them because of 
present-computers and all. you can eat for such and what I know; I want them to 

such- influence me. 

CLEVE And the next night we all CLEVE And maybe you' ll see the 
would be there. Kyoto that you wouldn' t have 

seen with all of us shelter-

Ae!an Quarter -
CHERYL The big sales: guess what I ing you. 

bought today? 
(continued from page 13) 

And how much did it cost you? . 
RUTH Before I left, before I went 

TODD over there, I had only a gel)-
kids ito look through the eral idea about "East Asia" 
viewers, but they were afraid CLEVE Where did you get those and "oriental culture." Now 
to come near because they jeans again? that I'm back I can't make 
weren't sure what we had. . that generalization any more. 
Somebody pulled lotion out of It's not "East Asia" and 
her purse and gave them a that's not "oriental cul-
little to rub on, and they ture." It's Japan and Korea 
were amazed and bewildered and .China, and each one is 
because they don't have all definitely differentiated in 

·, 

that. my life. -; 
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Geneva , July 2, 1980 

On Monday, June 3Q, ~e had a preliminary meeting with th~ representatives 
of t.he Lutherans in Geneva . Participated in this meeting Mr. Arne Sovik of the 
Lutheran Horld Federation , · ~!rs. Kii.thc Mahn of t~c Lutherisches Kirchenamt in 
!il!.!iO'-;er, c.n~ P!·ofessor S?-ebo from Oslo. On our !i i.dc 7..achari a Shuster and I 
p.:!1·b cip!!tcd . Dr. Ehrlich was at the last moment prevented frorn attending the 

1:1·2l::tir.g. 

We had a long discussion nbout the future consul~ation between IJCIC c.nd 
tile Lutherans, and ve agreed on the following: 

1. The consyltntion will take place at the end of June or beginninB of July 
19U1 in Copenhagen. 111c dates will be either Mondny, June 29 evening, and a 
2-:.lays meeting on June 30 a11d July '; or July 6 evcni.nts, und a f1-1;1+ day meeting 
on July 7 and 8. 1~e Lutheran side will advise us within·a few days which detes 
a re the· most suitable for them. 

2. We agreed .. thet the place of the meeting should be Copenhagen where 95% 
of the population is Luthernn , vhere there is a good Jewish community, and 
\.J )1c1·e most of the Je\.Js \.Je~re saved d~ring the var thanY.s to the h~lp of the · 
population . 

3 . \.le agreed that the consultation should include about 12 to 15 people on 
OQch si~~ . both scholars and non-scholars. 

!: . After a long very f riendly discussion we ngrecd on the following major 
::;ut.>j e<.:t : "'The concent of men in Luthere.n and Jewish thought". He also agreed 
r.!w.t Lhere should be two Lutheran and t'WO Je'w'ish papers; there should be one 
paper from each side on the sources and interpretation and one pa.per on each 
:.;·iJe on the consequences on social ·teaching and a.ct~on. 

'.j . I ·.;ould like t o ment ion that there 'Was a long discussion also on the 
:; t!bj ect !31..:gg~ste<l by Professor Saebo who proposed the theme "Luther and 
Luthcr·o.ni sm and the Jews" and 'Wanted this to be treated theologic.ally , 
historically, and sociologically. 

./ .. 

.f 
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We agreed that this was o. very important !iUbjcct but that it shouJ.cl 
be 1·etained for a later coQ~ultati on, perhaps during the Luther Year in 
1983. 

6. It was also agreed that t here should be some time (one hour and a half 
or two hours) reserved at the end of the m~eting for Rn exchange of topical 
"questions. Each side should inform the other side in advance on the questions 
which would be raised. 

1. It was agreed that the consultation would be held under .the auspices 
of IJCIC and the Lutheran World Federation . This vill need a formal decision 
of the Lutheran Woi·ld Federation ..,hi ch, ho\./ ever, it is expected, will be forth
coming without difficulty. 

He insisted on this because the European Lutheran body which had spon
sored the first encO\.mter included· some mi ssionary groupz. 

8. 'l'her e ..,as no objection to give the meeting full publicity e.nd some of 
the L_utheran representatives· vere ~ven eager that this should .be done, obvi...:. 
ously for political reasons. In any case we will publish a joint ·communique 
at the· end of the meeting and it was envisaged to hold possibly a pres3 
conference. 

9. . It ..,as scggestetl that the meeting should be held in the Jeyish co:nmunity 
house , but the final decision was left to the local repr esentatives in Denmark . 
It was equally agreed that each side will be responsible for housing its dele
gation .but that one kosher m~al should be tak~n together every day. 

The evening devoted to the opening of the consultation should have a 
social character, and the Head of the Church, the c.hairman of the Jewi~;h 
comnunity, and the Rabbi, and maybe the Mayor should be invited. 

10 . . I 1.•ould like to stress the particularly friendly atmosphere which pre
vailed throughout tl1e meeting and the Gubsequent dinner to whi ch I ha~ invi ted 
everybody . It was one of the most pleasant meetings in the field of Christian
Jc:wish relations which I tuve attended . There is obviously a great deal of 
goodwill prevailing on the other side, which does not avoid delicate problems 
'1nd is eager to discuss them vi th us in a frank and f .ri endly manner . 

,/""1 . , .. l1.t 
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Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Telephone(06252) 5041 

The American Jewish Cammi ttee Dresdner Bank, Heppenheim 
Insti tuts· of Human Relations 0223277700(BLZ50880050) 
165 East 56 Street / ~ff 
N e w yo r k , N • y • 1 O O 2 2 ~ e 1f (9 ,,. Yb Creditapstalt - Bankverein 

~ fl · Vienna 66-01306 
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J Heppenheim, 21 May 1981 

Dear Marc, 

Thank you for your letter of 11 May and i ts enclostires . Es pecially 
your analysis of the growing Evangelical influence and its 
significance for Jews, I found very inteiesting. 

I am planrii!iig" to be at the Lon don meeting of the CCJP as well, 
so that we would have an opportunity to talk about some of the 
pomnts raised in my letter to which you referred, if even yo u 
would not have the opportunit y to come to Heppenheim. 

I do h~pe, however, that you could squeeze the meeting of 
1 July into your schedule. Then we will discuss the specific 
role of the ICCJ in the growing international network of con
tacts between Jews and Christians • Dr. Riegner has agreed to 
prepare a position paper for this meeting in advance, which 
will be sent to you, hopefully in the beginning of June. 

Yours sincerely, 

~ 
Dr. J. Schoneveld 
General Secretary 

OFFICERS 

President: Dr. David Hyatt.(USA) 
Treasurer: Kurt Pordes (Austria) 
General Secretary: Dr. J. (Coos) Schoneveld (Holland) 
Hon. Chairman: William W. Simpson (U.K.) 

Vice-President: Jean-Paul Dai.rid (France) 
Development Officer: Prof. Hermann Ebeling (Germany) 
Affiliated Member Organisations: please, turn over 
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·WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

PROGRAMME UNIT ON FAITH AND WITNESS 

Dialogue w ith People of Living Faiths and Ideologies 

Geneva, .February 24, 1981 . (AB/LM) 

To: Consultation on the Church and the Jewish People 

Re: 1981 Meeting, London-Colney, 

Dear Colleagues, 

I have just returned from inspecting All Saints Pastoral Centre, ~hich we will 
utilize, 22-26 June, and found it to be most adequate . We will be housed in comfort
able single rooms, meeting rooms are in ample number, and dining facilities appear 
to be superb. Every one must, however, bring soap and towels. 

The best and easiest way to reach All Saints Pastoral Centre from London air
ports is by public transport, as follows: 

From Heathrow Airport (most international flights) take the Piccadilly Line 
(Underground) to "Kings Cross and St. Pancras", change to British Rail for "Radlett" 
at Radlett take a taxi to All Saints Pastoral Centre .• Total cost: £5 .24, 

From Gattwick Airport (Laker Airlines , British Caledonian, etc) take British 
Rail to Victoria Station, then the Underground to "Kings Cross and St. Pancras", 
change to British Rail for "Radlett", at Radlett take a taxi to All Saints 
Pastoral Centr~. Total cost: £6.54. 

If at all possible, plan to arrive at All Saints on Monday morning. 22 June~ 
Should your schedule require you to arrive on Sunday, let me know as soon as 
possible in order that I may make special arrangements for lodging close to t~e 
Pastoral Centre (it wil l not be possible for any of us to stay there before Monday). 
It would be most helpful, incidently, if you could inform me of your flight numbers, 
arrival and departure times. 

Agenda 

The agenda enclosed with this memorandum should be considered preliminary 
because a few details have yet to be worked out. You can see, however , that we 
will have a full and, indeed, concentrated week of work -- in order to complete 
the Guidelines and shape the course of the CCJP for the next years. 

Let me call your attention to· two high- lights of the week: 
1) the discussion by Dr. David Hartman of Jerusalem of Dr. Paul van Buren's book, 

Discerning the Way (don't give up hope; a copy should reach you in time to 
study it before coming to London) and 

2) the special session in the Jerusalem Chamber of Westminster .Abbey, at which 
the Chief· Rabbi of Britain will offer his reflections on the Guidelines. 

As other preparatory materials become available, I'll be sending them on to 
you. 

May God's peace be your peace . 

Allan R. Brockway 
Encl. Agenda 
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Geneva~ March 9, 1981. 

To: Consultation on the Church and the Jewish P~ople 

Dear Colleagues, 

In order that everyone may have the same accurate infonnation, here are 
relevant paragraphs fro~ the meeting of the DFI Workiag Group of May 1978, 
which serve as the "by- Laws" of the CCJP : 

11 Th~ CCJP shaE be a network of consultants to the DFI, authorized ·anci 
appointed by the DFI , such a network to be organically widened to include WCC 
constituencies beyond Europe and North America. 

11 As an authorized netvork of organizations-, agencies, and indiv5-::uals 
with e~perience in and concern for Jewish-Christian relations, the c~JP will 
maintain, strengthen, expand , and implement programmes for Jewish-Christian 
relations in the Churches and local con:rnunities. It will serve as local liaison 
with and listening-posts for the concerns of the Jewish community . -

" To he"lp the Churches to a bet_ter understandit1g of Jews and Juciaiso a:l<l 
stimulate discussion on issues which are fur:-:i~~ental to the rel~tionship a~c 
~itness between Ch=istians and Jews; 

"To assist the Churches, mission agencies and councils to ccr.su1t with 
one another and to clarify their under6tanding of the nature and cont~nt·of 
their witness to Jesus Christ in =elation to the je~ish ?ecple; 

" To foster dialogue between Christia:i s and Jews and to work to2ctru?r i:i 
the prevention of any form of r2cia l or reli~i6us discri~ination~ and rogether 
with people of different faiths to pro~ote social justice and peace . 

11 To encourage the production and circulation of appropriate literature 
·on Christian- Jewish relationships; 

" To urge the Churches to engage in biblical and theolcgical study of the 
meaning of the history and experience of the Jewish people; 

II To cooperate with other units _of the wee in carrying out these functions. 

" We recommend that the DFI, in its planning of consultations, C.f.;ilogu·es 
and conferences make such use of the CCJP Cor.sultants that would maziinize ·the 
effective work in the area of Jewish-Christian relations: 

(a) encouraging regional or special activities organized by groups of :he 
Consultants; 

. / ... 
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(b) by special assignments of studies, consultations , dialogues and experi
ments to various groups of th~ ~onsultants; 

(c) by exte·nsive use of the Consultants in the preparation for and parti
cipation in the.DFI dialogue prcgranur.e , both bilateral Jewish- Christian, 
and t rilateral (e.g . ·Jewish-Ghristiat}- Euslim) and -multilateral dialogue; 

(d) by meetings of the Consultants according to the needs of the work to be. 
done ; 

(e) by scheduling, at least every fourth year , a dialogue or consultation 
about dialogue in connection with which the CCJP would be·able to meet 
as a body for the purpose of mutual . exchange of experience and planning 
for future work in Jewish-Christian relations . 

" We further recognize the _ responsibilities of_tfle CCJP indicated in 
the Liaison Planning Co:nmittee 's statement of January 1976: ' I t is noted 
that within the wee t.he CCJP has its special m:rndate to clarify among the 
Church~s , i ssues aris1ng from the Jewish-Christi~n dialogue, in order to 
prepare the ground for a deeper com.~on underst~nding of the J ewish people. 
It will thus play a supportive and advisory role ~o t he Christian members 
on the LPC '. In the new structure, the Advisory Group will assume primary 
responsibility in this matter . 

" ~e. urge t he DFI to realize fully in itfl thinking and act i on the fact 
and necessit y. of joint work at all levels with the Roman Catholic Church in 
the area ·of Jewish- Christian relations ." 

Allan R, Brockway 



_ .. AGENDA LONDON CCJP MEETING 
t • , . . 

Monday, 22 June 
13.00 Opening Luncheon 

Introductory Remarks 
Invocation 
Greetings 
Introduction of Guests 
Presentatio n of Moderator's and Secretary's Reports 

16.00 Tea 
16.30 Plenary Session 

Regional Repo'rts 
18.30 Dinner 
19.30 Small Group consideration of Guid~lines 

r.u e s day , 2 3 ·June 
8.15 Morning Prayers 
8 • 3 0 Br e a k f a.s t 
9,00 Plenary Session 

11 .00 
11.30 
13.00 
14.45 

Reports from small groups on Guidelines 
G~neral ·nisctission 

Coffee 
Plenary Session (continued) 
Lu~ch 
Plenary Session 

Preparation for 1983 WCC Assembly 
CCJP relation to otb~r aspects of 
Finance Report (Dr . John Taylor) 

DFI Work (Dr. Dick Mulder . 

16.00 
16.30 
18.30 
19.30 

Tea 
Committee Meetings 
Dinner 
Committee Meetings 

Wednesday, 24 June 
8.15 Morning Prayers 
8.30 Brepkfast 
9.00 Plenary Session 

Report of Guideline~ Drafting Committee 
Coffee 11.00 

11.30 
. 13.00 
15.00 

16.00 
16.30 

18.30 
19.30 

Plenary Ses•ion (continued) 
· Lunch 
Plenary Session 

Tea 

Report of Relations to Other Faiths Committee 
Report of 1983 Assembly Committee 
First Report of Finance Committee 

Plenary Session 
Report of Guidelines Implementat ion Committee 
First Report of Conference Statement Committee 

Dinner 
Committee ~eetings (as required) 

Thursday, 25 June 
8.15 Morning Prayers 
8.30 Breakfast 
9.00 Plenary Session 

· Paper by Dr. David Hartman on Discerning the Way 
Response by Dr. Paul van Buren 

11.00 Coffee 
11.30 Plenary Session (continued) 

Questions and Discussion 
Lunch 13.00 

14.30 
15.45 
18.00 

Board bus for Westminster Abbey 
Jerusalem Chamb~r, Westmirister Abbey (Host: London Rainbow Group 
Optional evening in London 

. I . 



AGENDA LONDON CCJP MEETING 

Friday , · 26 June 
8 .15 Morni~g Prayers 
8.30 Breakfast 
9.00 Plenary Session 

Repo rt of Nominating Commi~tee 
Final RepGrt of Finance Committee 
Fina l Report of Conference Statement Committee 

13.00 Lunch 
14.30 Adjournment 

~ 
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JEWISH PARTICIPANTS 

Copenhagen, July 6-8, 1981 

Professor Shema.ryahu TALMON 

Rabbi Bernard MANDELBAUM 

Dr. Gerhart M. RIEGNER 

Rabbi Marc TANENBAUM 

Mr. Zacharia SHUSTER 

Dr. N. Peter LEVINSON 

Dr. Geoffrey WIGODER 

Chief Rabbi Bent MELCHIOR 

Mr. Joseph ETTLINGER 

Dr. Pnina Nav~ LEVINSON 

Chairman , International Jewish Committee on 
Interreligious Consultations; Chairman, Israel 
Jewish Council for Interreligious Consultations; 
5 Smuts Street, .Jerusalem, Israel 

Executive Vice-Presid,ent, Synagogue Council of 
America, 10 East 40 'Street, New York, 
N.Y. 10016, U.S.A. 

Secretary-General, World Jewish Congress 
1, rue de Varembe, 1211 Geneva 20 

National ·Interreligious Affairs Director, 
American Jewish Committee, 165 East 56 Street, 
Nev York, N.Y. 10022, U.S.A. 

Consultant, American Jewish Committee, 
4, rue de la Bienfaisance, F - 75008 Paris, 
France 

Landesrabbiner von Baden, Klihler Grund 62, 
D-6900 Heidelberg, Federal Republic of Germany 

Representative, Israel Jewish Council for 
Interreligious Consult ations ; Institute of 
Contemporary Jewry, the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem; 11 Hameyasdim Street, Jerusalem, 
Israel 

Frederiksborggade 27, 1360 Copenhagen K, 
Denmark 

Jewish-Christian Council in Sweden, 
Ostermalmsgatan .7, 114 24 Stockholm, Sweden 

.Lect urer on, .Judaic Studies, Faculty. of 
Catholic Tb.eology- .at the University ~d 
. Teachers ' . Semina;r, . Heidelberg 



MARTIN LUTHER AND THE JEWS 

by Marc H. ~anen~ 

ealm1lJtri~auhV~¥if~iiPa~i~~mft~i relationshiJi) ...... ,,i th the Jewia.b. people 
±sxB.EsaJUi:ai:l~ximfxpgmRX&JI Christenaom's relationship with Jews an« 
Juaaism -x~JdiXJ11•i1XJ111xexaJ1X over a ll&lenium· ani a kalf. 

F~r hhe g reater part of the 1,500 years prior te the birth of 
Luther (1483), Christian attitudes toward Jewa and the Synagogue, 
t.b.e re.lat.ioiud:lip of . the New Testa.eiat to the "OlG. Testa•eJlt, 11 (Hebrew 
Seriptures), nll'.11.llB.lalX were c.Rarao'teri.zecl by a persiaten polemie~l 

tradition of "t~achin.gs of conteapt11 (Prof.Jules Isaac's phraae.) u 
'»hat 'i'radi tioll was dominated by negative Biild freauently hes.tile 

portrayals af the Syaagogue; tae Jewi.ah people, ani Juiais• and tke 
&asting Gf the Ckurck in oppesitiea t~ the Synagogue~ usi:ag the 
"Old Testament" as prefigure•eht &llG anti-type te tae New Testaient. 

Tkua, tae magaitude of the impact of that traditioa of Christian 
... d ~·:moniligizi.ag of Jews and ' Judaisa must be fully coapre.b.ended before 
Yi~i· can begia te unders;tand what was s1eaial, distinctive, or v.niquely 

characteristic about Martin ':Luther's atti tades teward Jews and the 
Jewish relig ion:. · 

The peculiarly intense and unrellitting ha~red whic~ in 

Christendom - a nd ODly in ChristendCJJ1 - has been directed agaaint 
the Jewiiilli people above all other "eutgroups" ean 9e accounted for, 

aceerdij!g. t o 'Both Christian and Jewish scholars, "by the wholly 

phantastie imag e of the Jewa whi~& eu~~ealy gripped the iaaginatican 
of tlie new masses at the ·tiae of the first crusades." . . 

The dark ages of Jewish hist0ry in Western Eurepe date frG• 
the First Cru.saae (1096), which begaa a.ad ended with a massaere. 

Whea Goodfrey of Bouillon 

In his landmark study 
Ia the eyes af the eniaading pau~eres 
Based on his ietailed historic and theological studies 
ftiH~xmumxxllvrx11lalx 
~~~~ 

The Church, Pr of. Cohn observes 

Already in the secen4i and third eent ury 
Signifieantly · 

And if the power of the Jews 
Hatred of the Jew.s 

When Bernard, Abbot of ClairvaWB 
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