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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

THE PAPAL VISIT — A JEVISH ASSESSMENT

by Rabbi Balfour Brickner

Now that he has left our shores, it is both easier and more difficult to assess
the impact of Pope John Paul II's visit to our country. Easier, in that we can step
back a bit from the media blitz to sort out what he said in the 69 speeches and hom-
ilies he delivered while he was here; more difficult, becaﬁse what he left with and
for Americans, particdlarly for American Catholics, is not an unmixed btlessing. The -
conservatives within the Catholic Church are generally more pleased than the smaller
but growing number of liberals im his church. As one Catholic observed: “Su;prise,
the Pope is a Catholic.”

Obviously this Pope is the kind of charismatic personality of which media super-
stars are mad;. But he is much, much more. He is a spiritual phenomenon of major
proportions, a personality who can deepl§ inspire persons from every background,
every religious persuasion, even non-believers. If he does not entirely satisfy, he
surelf feeds the spiritual hunger in all of us. He dramatizes what a leader with
love, heart and human warmth can do to inspire people thirsty for such inspiration.
The Pope’s visit seemed to make us all a little more compassionate, a bit more
sengitive to the God found in each of us - - and maybe, for a fleeting moment, even
a bit more believing. -

Ip his speech at Battery Park in éew York, he singled_out the Jewish commumity:
"I address a special word of greeting to the leaders of the Jewish community whose

presence honors me greatly."

(More)

Rabbi Brickner is director of the Interreligious Affairs Department, Union of
American Hebrew Congregations.
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He'specifically recalled his meeting with the International Jewish Committee
for Interreligious Consultations in March, 1979, at which I was privileged to be
present. He thus directed world attention to the importance of that occasion:
"A few months ago I met with an international group of Jewish representatives in
Rome...I stated that our pyo communities are connected and closely related at the
very level of their respective religious identities..."

He seems committed to the furthering of Catholic-Jewish communications:
"We recognize with utmost clarity that the path along which we should proceed is
one of fraternal dialogue and fruitful collaboration."

Colloquium Set for November 29

That fruitful collaboration is by now a clearly established process in this
country. Everywhere, Catholics and Jews are in communication. A one-day colloquium
on “liission and Witness" will be held in New York on November 29th, under the joint
auspices of the Department of Interreligious Affairs of the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations and the Archdiocese of New York, the Dioceses of Brooklyn and Rockville
Centre, L.I. and the New York Chapter of the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith.
Perh;ps it is meetings like these prompted his holiness to observe: "I am glad to
ascertaln that this same path has been followed here in the United States by large
sections of both communities and their respective authorities.”

Always the papal attitude toward Israel and the lilddle East lurks in the shadow
of our evaluative stance. Here too the Jewish community can be reasonably satisfied. -
In his address at the United Nations John Paul II repeated the formula first ex-
pressed at our meeting with him last spring.

"I also hope for a special statute that under internmational guarantees...would re-
spect the particular nature of Jerusalem, a heritage sacred to the veneration of
millions of believers of the three great monotheistic religions.”

No longer is there any call for the "internationalization" of Jerusalem, which

had so disturbed American friends of Israel. Some were perhaps upset when, in

(tfore)
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speaking of his general desire for peace in the world, the Pope omitted any refer-
ence to Israel. In observing that peace in the tilddle East must be "based on equi-
table recognition of the rights of all" and that it "canmot fail to include a con-
sideration and just settlement of the Palestinian question,” the Pope was in fact
endorsing the view of the government of Israel as well as many Israeli and Jewish
leaders, who have called for no less. Ihnj had hopgd, however, that he would have
said more and that he might have voiced greater appreciation of the achievement of
the Egyptian-Israeli treaty.
It was said of Pope John XXIII that he opened the window of the Vatiecan to

the world. John Paul II has clearly opened the Vatican's doors and wallied through
them into the world, jo}ously shaking the hands of 1its citizens. He seems to en-

Jjoy the experience: clearly, the world reciprocates.

i i i
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Commentary

PONTIFF'S PILGRIMAGE TO AUSCHWITZ
IS CHRISTIAN-JEWISH TURNING POINT

By Marc H, Tanenbaum* (6=-8-=79)

The pilgrimage of Pope John Paul II to Auschwitz on June 7
was a moral act of surpassing historic importance. It may well
become the mest significant development in the movement to advance
understanding and friendship between Christians and Jews since the
adoption of the Vatican Council's Declaration on Non-Christian
Religions in 1965,

That assessment is based on the fact that virtually every Jew
engaged in efforts to promote improved relations between Christians
and Jews comes to the dialogue table with a consciousness deeply
affected by the Nazi holocaust. Auschwitz, the chief Nazi death
factory in which 2.8 million Jews and a million :non-Jews were
burned to death, symbolizes fatally for every Jew who lives under
its shadow the loss oi one-third of the Jewish people. And to the
majority of American Jews -- who are descendants of European
immigrant parents - there is the constant haunting question that
can never be evaded: Wiay were my families destroyed and why did
I deserve to live? For, there but for the grace of God anyone of
us American Jews could have suffered a similar fate in the gas
chambers and crematoria oa Auschwitz.

Auschwitz also symbolizes the silence and indifference of the
world, including the majority of church leaders, to the massacre
of Jews and other human beings., As Dr. franklin Littell, the
Methodist scholar, and other Christian leaders have recently
asserted, Auschwitz is as much a mnoral and spiritual crisis in
the collapse of Western Christerdom -- the site of the Nazi
holocaust -~ as it is a continuinz trauma for the Jewish people.

Over the past several decades, Jewish leaders meeting with
Christian authorities have felt that, with rare exception, most
Caristian leaders have sought to avoid Facing the actuality of the
horroxs of the Nazi holocaust and, in particular, its unigue demonic
consequences for Jews. The several statements made about the Nazi
nightmare by Christian leaders have fraquently been couched in
vague pieties or sentimental universalisms -- another illustration
of "man's inhumanity to man," Given the concrete ideology of
Adpolf Hitler who was determined to exterminate the entire
Jewish people under his control -~ the "final sluution" was
conceived only in relation to the Jews -~ such vague deciarations -
gave more offense to the Jewish spirit than consolation.

(more)

Rabbi Tanenbaum,national interreligious affairs director of the
American Jewish Coumittce, met with Pope Jchn Paul II on lMarch 12
during the first official meeting the pope held with Jewish leaders.
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That is why the words and actions of Pope John Paul II during
his visit to Auschwitz and Birkenau have had almost an electric
effect in the Jewish community. In his characteristically di{ﬁct and
explicit manner, the pope avoided generalities and spoke to the

Jewish soul as much as he did to the Catholic peoples of the
-world:

"In particular, I pause with you before the inscription in
Hebrew," he said gesturing toward the memorial plagues inscribed
with Hebrew and Yiddish verses of tribute. '"This inscription awakens
the memory of the people whose sons and daughters were intended
for total extermination. This people draws its origin from Abraham
our father in faith" (thus reaffirming the common spiritual bonds
in the Bible which link together Christians and Jews.)

Pope John Paul then added: "That very people that received
from Goid the commandment 'Thou shalt not kill'' itself experienced
in a special measure what is meant by killing." And then, of
utmost significance, the pope said:

"It is not permissible for anyone to pass by this
inscription with indi<ierence."

That is a call, without precedent except for a similar
declarztion by Pope John XXIII in 1€60, for an end to the widespread
callous :Ss and indifference to the suffering and destruction that
the Nazis inflicted on the Jews and five million other human beings.
And implicit in that papal statement is a call today to humanity
at large to end its similar indifference to the epidemic of
cchumanization in the world -- to stand against the massacres,
the torture, and violence suffered by the Vietnamese boat
people, the Cambodians, the Lebanese, the Ugandans, the Nicaraguans,
the South Africans, the oppressed Jews and Christians in the
Soviet Union. -

When Jews speak to Christians about Auschwitz, they are not
interested in involing collective guilt; they are interested
in a response of collective responsibility. Pope John Paul,
kneeling before. the death wall of Auschwitz, did just that, and
that one gesture of healing may decisively affect the entire
future course of Jewish-Christian relations in our lifetime.

Q=
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NLW YORK POST

Jewish leaders
praise the Pope’s

Auschwitz sermon

By MEL JUFFE

THE AMERICAN Jewish Committee today cabled Pope John Paul II to hail the
Pontiff’'s historic remarks about the Jewish victims of the Nazi concentratxon

camp of Auschwitz.

John Paul's sermon yes-
terday at the death camp
complex in Poland was en-
thusiastically praised as “a
major document of really
historic dimensions” by
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum,
a leading authority on Vati-
can-Jewish relations.

“With the possible excep-
tion only of Pope John
XXIII,” said Tanenhaum,
“he is the first pope in mod-
ern history who has
reacted in conscience and in
a direct, explicit way to the
magnitude of the suffering
of the six million Jewish
‘victims of Naziism."

John Paul, who studied
for the priesthood in secret
while working in a German
forced-labor project in
Poland, singled out the
sufferings of the Jews, who
made up the majority of

Auschwitz’'s four million -

victims.

His visit to Auschwitz,
where Catholic priests were
second in number only to
Jews as Nazi victims, was
the first by a reigning pon-
Liff.

“In particular 1 pause
with you before the inscrip-
tion in Hebrew,” said John
Paul, gesturing toward a
memona.l plaque.

inscription awa-
kens the memory of the
people whose sons and
daughters were intended
for total extermination.

“This people draws its
origin from Abraham, our
father in faith, as was ex-
pressed by Paul of Tarsus,”
John Paul said.

(The pope at that point in
his homily, said Tanen-
baum, who was the only
rabbi present as a consult-
ant during Vatican Council
II, was using “theological
language to describe the
rootedness of Christianity
in Juidaism and the com-
mon spiritual bonds that
link Christians and Jews. It
is a deeply emotional way
of expressing solidarity.”)

John Paul went on: “Tha:
very people that received
from God the command-
ment ‘Thou shalt not kill' it-
self experienced in a special

Nattonal Iuter-religiom Dsrector of lhe Amencan

Jewish Committee

"l'he American Jewish Committee Is deeply
moved and heartened by the words and symbolic
acts of Your Holiness in honoring the memory of
the millions of victims of Nazi beastiality, in par-
ticular the nearly 3,008,000 Jews whose lives were
destroyed In the crematoria of Auschwitz,

Your reverant kneelling before the Hebrew and
other Inscriptions and your rejection of Indiffer-
ence to the killing of miilions of Jews and other
human belngs In Auschwitz — the vilest and most
inhuman death camp of all the Nazi murder facto-
ries — is & powerful symbol of moral conscience

that Is of historic

magnitude.
Your rejection of hatred and prejudice against
all people, your courageous affirmation of reli-
glousllhu'ty and human rights for all members o!,

God’s human family

deserve our most heartfeit
and appreciative response.

RBabbl Marc H. Tan

Fr—
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Respectfully,
enbawm

measure what is meant by
killing.

“It is not permissible for
anyone to pass by this in-
scription with  indiffer-
ence.”

Tanenbaum, a main
author of the AJC cable,
said, “I find that last line a
significant statement.

“In much of the dialogue
that takes phace between
Christians and Jews — in
the Vatican and elsewhere
— Jewish leaders quite le-
gitimately raise the ques-
tion of why the churches
stood by silently in Germa-
ny, in Poland and else-
where when they knew the
Jewish people were being
systematically exterminat-
ed. Why were they so indif-
ferent to the value of Jew-
ish life?

“I take this statement by
Pope John Paul II as a re-
sponse to questions.
He has gone on record that
it is his personal policy that
it is no longer permissible
to pass by ‘with indiffer-
ence' to the slaughter of
Jews or of any other
human

“We applaud and warmly
welcome that forthright
statement of consclence.

He's not only an extraor-:
dinary spiritual leader, he's
also a great humanist of’
deep conscience. I expect he
will be one of the great.
moral leaders in the inter-
national community in the
decades ahead.”

Tanenbaum was outspo-
ken in comparing John'
Paul favorably with Pope{
Paul VI, who in 1975 “re-:
ferred to the suffering of .
the Jewish people in only a |
vague and general way.
Paul touched on the trag- '
edy, but didn’t penetrate to :
the heart of it in the way :
John Paul has just done.

“But part of the reason,
one has to say quite frank-
ly, is that there has been a .
long tradition of anti-Jew- :
ish attitudes in certain
quarters of the Vatican and
in parts of the Roman
Catholic Church. And those
with such attitudes have
persistently refused to face
the destructive result of
anti-Semitism, especially in
the Nazi holocaust.

“I regard John Paul's
statement as a reversal of
that tradition of indiffer-
ence and a return to the

of Pope John

"
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BY RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE

RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE FOR RELEASE: Weekend of
43 West 57th Street ' Hov. 3, 1978
Vew York, WNew York 10019

ELECTION CF POLISH POPE OF GREAT
SIGNIFICANCE FUR EASTERN EUROPE

The clection of Polish Cardinal Karol Wojtyla as Pope =--

John Paul II == was viewed as dn event cof immense political and
religious éignificaqce for all of Communist Eastern Europe.

"The selection of a man who, because of history, must
inevitably be seen as a symbol of church resistance to Communist
repression,' said Father Joseph A. O'Hare, S.J., editor-in-chief
of the Jesuit magazine America, "would almest certainly have serious
political implica£ions for the church."

Dr, Thorwald Lorcnzen, pro;essor of systematic theology ét the
" Baptist Seminary of Ruschlikon, Switzerland, said the choice of ﬁhe _
former Archbishop of Cracow was "prophetic," a "public écknnﬁledgemﬂnﬁ
‘of the church's struggle for identity and relevance in an atheistic
setting.” '

The ascendancy of a Polish prelate -~ the first in history =--
to the papacy had an immediate impact on Poland's Communist regimé.

The top leadership Joined rejoiding Dolish Catholics in hailing
the_choice of "a son of the Polish natioﬁ"“as the new Pope and said
it looked forward to improvement of relations with the Vatican.

Snapping an iron~tbound censorship law against the broadcasting'
over radio cr TV of any Mass or other fofm of worship, the Polish |
authorities allowed the new Pope's first lMass (Oct. 17),
concelebrated with the cardinals in the Sistine Chapel at the
close of the conclave, to be aired for about 20 minutes on national,
state-run television. o

Polish President Henryk Jabloﬁski hecaded a state delegation to

Pope John Paul's investiture ceremonies in St. Peter 's Square Oct. 22,
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And again, the Warsaw regime permitted live television coverage
of the inaugural event over the national network.

But, in an action indicative of the regime's ambivalence, it
eliminated the Polish translation of that part of :he Pope's sermon in
which he made a forceful plea fﬁr religious freedon,

 "Open wide the doors for Christ," the Pope urg2d. "Open to His
saving power the boundaries of states, economic and political
systems, the vast fields of culture, civilization, znd development.
Do not be afraid.” _

Viewers in Poland heard the rest of the pontiff's address, but
not that part,

The Soviet Union, the power behind Poland, took special notice
of the new Pope, in contrast to the way it handled the news of the
election of his predecessor; Pope Johm Paul I.

_ Soviet television gave full coverage to the newly-elected Polish
Pope's first public appearance -- on the balcony of St. Peter's
Basilica, shortly after his election on Oct. 16, smiling and waving
to a welcoming crowd of some 100,000 people.

When John Paul II's predecessor, John Paul I, was clected,
Soviet television confined itself to a terse announcement.

Several neﬁspapers in the Soviet Union also published stories
about the selection of John Paul II, again, 1n.contrast to the way
they handled the clection of John Paul I, either ignoring it or simply
mentioning the bare fact.

In similar fashion elsewhere in Eastern Europe, newspapers
carried front*page reports of the news of John Paul II's election.

Patriarch Pimen of the Russian Orthodox Church, not
unexpectedly, sent a warm message of congratulations to John Paul II,
wishing the new pontiff "a long and happy pontificate.”

Significantly, Soviet Communist Party Chief, Leonid I, Brezhnev,
who took no official notice of the election of John Paul I, sent a
congratulatory message to John Paul II, expressing wishes '"for
fruitful activity in the interest of the relaxation of international

tensions and of Irienﬂship and peacc among pcoples.”
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East Germany's Communist Party leader Erich EHonecker also sent
a congratulatory messzage to the Vatican on the election of Jchn Paul
XI, volcing a hope for world peace,

The first reactions of some of Eastern Europe's Communist
leadership to Pope John Paul II highlight the differcnces between
the plight of Catholics, and other believers, under the first decade
of Compunist rule and thc measurec of tolerance that has increasingly
replaced bitter confrontation of the past.

Todayis delicate balance of church-state relations in some of
the Eastern European-nations is primarily due, according to soma
nbservers, to the Communists ' grudging acknowledgement that the
churcii cannot be destrcyzd by decree, _

"By the mid-'50s, it was perfcctly clear to the Communists that
their hard-liné policy was failing," says the Rev. Michael Bourdcaux,
a British Anglican priest-cxpert on religion behind the Iron Curtain.
'"Where the persecution was greatest, there you had the greatest faith.

Official policics toward the church vary widely from country to
country in Eastern Europe, and in some, like Albania, which declared
itself to be the world's first totally atheist state in 1961, the
Jjackpboot remains firmly planted.

Nevertheless, thanks in part, some obscrvers believe, to the
Vatican's "ostpolitik,™ cr rapprochement with countries-in the Soviet
bloc, church-state relations have entored a period of wary accommoda-
tion.

This is seen to be especially true of Pope John Paul II's
homeland, where the Catholic Church can claim the respect and
allegiance of well over 90 per cent of the 34.5 million population,

While the Warsaw government has yet to respond to the Catholic
Church hierarchy's repgated demands for an easing of state censorship,
access by the Church to the mass media, and for permission for more
churches, the government is well aware that it neecds the cooperation

of the Church,
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The Church is decply rooted_among Poland's working and farming
people, The gbvernment knows this and realizes that it needs all the
rosponsible support it can get amid accumulating economic problems,
dcecepsceated public'unrest, and demands for more frcedom.

Despite -its power, the Church has used it moderately, accepting
some cooperation with the regime in the intercst of the nation. For
eiample, aftor the worker riots of 1976 over proposed higher food
prices, the Catholic bishops played a key conciliatory role and helped
tc restore calm in the country where twice in two decades worker
uprisings have o§erturned 3overnm§nts.

Yugoslavia under Marshal Tito, who was received at the Vatican
by Pope Paul VI, is the only Eastern Communist nation to maintain
full diplomatic rclations with the Vatican == although Roman
Catholics are. outnumbercd by members of the Serbian-Orthodox Church,
the nation's largest religious body. |

While therc are no official rostraints in Yugoslavia on
individual wérship, it is taken fqr granted that practicing believers
stand far less chance of getting a good job, or of being promoted,
or of getting admitted to universities than non-churchgoers.

In Hungary, every Catholic diocese now has a bishop for the
first time since 1843. Two years ago, a Hungarian cardinal (Laszlo
Lekal) was installed as Primate of Hungary with full government
fecognition. |

Today, both the Hungarian regime and Rome acknowledge a
- remarkably harmonious relationship. And last year, even so fervent
an anti-Communist as cvangelist Billy Graham was able to make an
extensive preaching tour of Hungary's Baptist churches,

.On his sccond mission to Eastorn.Burope, to Poland itsclf,

‘lr. Grahan had the sanme latitede as in Hungary and aéﬁally énthu-
'siastic audicnecs, some in Catholic churches, on tho. very cve of

Popc John Paul II's election.
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Earlj in 1978, East Germany, until then one of the Soviet bloé's
most implacable anti-religious powers, began a series of gostures to
its large Lutheran communities.

Meeting with represcantatives of the principal.Protestant
denominations which claim 9.5 million followers among 17 million
people, party chief Eric Honecker pledged cvery citizen ofl"world
outlook and religious belief" cqual opportunity to develop talents
and personality. '

This was seen as 2 tacit admission of previous discrimination
against believers in cducation and carcers.

Czechoslovakia, Remania, ﬁnd Bulgaria, however, still balk at
genuine religious frecdom, as, of course, ddés the Soviet Union --
despite constitutional guarantees, | |

The world waits to see what, preciscly, will be the impact on

astern Europuan politics of a Pope from the Soviet bloc, the first
to come from a nation under Communist rule,

== Laurence Mullin



- -

NEWS ABSTRACTS

ISSUED BY
THE NORTH AMERICAN STUDY CENTER FOR POLISH AFFAIRS

P. O. BOX 7392, ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 48107

Al o

POLAND’S SPIRIT UPLIFTED,

ITS ECONOMY MISMANAGED

‘From the moment that John Paul II emerged from the jet which brought
him home to his native soil, Poland was his and his alone. At least it

‘seemed that way to the vast crowds of Poles who came to see and hear the

'fdrmef cardinal of Cracow who, less than one year ago, was elevated to the

see of St. Peter. Never before had SO many turned out for a visiting dignitary,

not even De Gaulle. Khrushchev, who holds the record among Soviet leaders
as a drawer of crowds, could not come close even with the help of the:
Party machine.

" "THIS POLISH POPE, THIS SLAVIC POPE" e

When in Poland the Pontiff referred to himself as “this Polish Pope,
this Slavic Pope" as a way of stressing his personal identification with

the Catholics of his country and with the faithful throughout Eastern Europe.

He has repeatedly spoken of the spiritual unity of the region and referred
specifically to the Christian traditions of Czechoslovakia, Lithuania, and

JULY 1979 No. 3
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Croatia. He has announced the creation of an urnamed cardinal “of the
heart" most probably from among the persecut2d Lithuanian clergy. The
response from Catholics in the Soviet bloc has showr that if there were a
free contest betwean the Christian and Marxian views of the world, not a
single Communist ccvernment would remain.

Sometimes the Pope’s spacial identification with the region from which
he came has been mistaken as a return to the old dichotomous Cold War view
of the world. When, for example, he warned the cziergy of Latin America
against alliance with revolutionary Marxism and the so-called Tiberation
theology, there were those who misinterpretaed hiz stand as a retreat from the
quest for social justice. As his writings siow, the former Cardinal Karol
Wojtyla is no friend of capitalism, and those who are familiar with his work
have stressed that he sees capitalism as a greater threat to Christianity
than the avowed atheism of Marxism. Both as a cardinal and as Pope, he has
emphasized the Church's responsibility to fight for human rights and social

~ Justice. His insistence that Catholicism must not fdentify itself with any
{'specific social or political system is a reflection of his intimate experience
with 1ife under 2 Communist government. It has shown him that imperialism
and violations of human rights can take place under the banner of sccialism as
well as under the flag of capitalism.

The Polish pontiff can be understosd only within the context of the
national traditions in which he has steeped himse!f. All paraliels with so
unique a figure are inexact, but one is reminded of other Poles who in times
when their nation was dominated from without championed its cause from a
lforeign platform. There is perhaps in him a touch of Adam Czaricryski, the
Polish prince who as architect of the foreign policy of Tsar Alexander I, at

"~ the Congress of Vienna engincered the reestablishment of a Polish kingdom

. under the sceptor of his enlightened autocrat. The Pope is perhaps even
closer to the spirit of the exiled revoiutionzries of the nineteenth century,
men 1ike Marx's friend Jdzef 2om whc identified Pcland’s liberation with the
1iberation of all oppressed peoples and risked his 1ife for the cause of
Hungarian independence in 1849, Yet Jchn Paul II is the antithesis of aristo-
crats 1ike Czartoryski who put their faith in foreign governments and of

THIRD CLASS
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those 11ke Bem who places his hopes in doctrines of world revolutionary con-
flagration. A man who is equally at home with simple working people and the
philosophical vagarities of Husserl, we have not seen his like before.

Both Czartoryski and Bem placed their faith in transitory circum-
stances which ultimately betrayed their promise, but Catholicism has been
identified with the Polish nation since that nation first came upon the stage
of history. Czartoryski became an exile and saw the Congress Kingdom of
Poland reduced to the status of a Russian province. Bem was more fortunate; he
.did not 1ive to see revolutionary Marxism transformed by the time it came
to Poland into a cloak for a new Soviet Russian imperialism. The Catholic
Church and the Polish nation have given each other succor since the Middle
Ages when they struggled side by side against the hegemonic pretensions of
the Holy Roman Emperbrs. When Poland's state disappeared from the map of i
Europe, the Catholic Chdrch remained an institution which united Poles across
the political borders which divided them. Now, when Poland 1ives under an
officially atheistic regime dependent upon the military power of the Soviet
Union, the church is the most important body in Poland which helps society
defend itself frcm the state's pretensions to spiritual as well as temporal :
hegemony. For nine centuries since the death of St. Stanistaw, the church has
been a body through which the Polish nation has been able to defend the
qualities of justice and humanity against the assaults of a long 1ine of
temporal powers. During his return home, the Pope declared that Poland's

' history cannot be understood without reference to the role of the church.
Anyone even remoteiy familiar with that history is compelled by the facts to
agree.

THE REGIME ANC THE PAPAL VISIT

'Clearly the regime would have preferred that the Pope had stayed in
Rome. They prevented Pope Paul VI from making the trip, but to have done
the Same'to a Polish Pope would have strained the delicate relations between
the government and the nation to the breaking point, The 90% of Poland's
inhabitants who are Catholics would simply not have permitted it. Consequently,
the regime had 1ittle chaice bdt to make the best of it, trying to paint a
rosy picture of religious tolerance, while maximizing their hard currency




earnings in the bargain. The prices which the influx of foreigners had to :
pay for food, lodging, and other necessities were doubled. Only the most
strenuous objections of the foreign press corps forced the regime to abandon
its plan to charge visiting journalists a $350 accreditation fee. The
government even printed up millions of postage stamps to commemorate the
visit: philatelists are always good for a little extra cash.

At the same time, the regime tried to minimize the political impact
of the vistt. "Nothing is going to change," official spokesmen announced. For
the benefit of indolent reporters, the Polish Press Agency passed out stories
on each day's events, so that a correspondent could wire home an account
pleasing to the government without having to take the trouble to put ink to
paper. The papal itinerary was circumscribed so as to avoid the embarrassment
of a Pontiff being greeted by the traditionally devout miners of Silesia.
It would not do for the foreign press to see workers who are obviously more
loyal to the church than to the self-styled workers® state, Even a hunger
strike proclaimed by Kazimierz §w1toﬁ._a Silesian miner prominent in the
struggle for trade union rights, could not budge the regime on this point.

THE CHURCH AND THE NATION

Poland has given the 1ie to Marxist dogmas about the disappearance
of religion under what passes for socialism. A new militancy of the faithful
has become manifest through the illegal construction of churches and the
creation of Committees of Believers' Self-Defense, but it 1is amoﬁg youth
that the most militant Catholics are found today. Despite the Pope's caution
in keeping his criticisms of the regime within acceptable Aesopian bounds and
the regime's attempt to portray the visit as a purely religious affair deyoid
of political content, Poles identify themselves with the Church more strongly
than ever before. They do this because to be Catholic is more than to be
‘religious: it is a way to assert one's identity as a Pole.

A person associated with the STUDIUM who was recently in Poland was
approached by two unknown men who placed a document under his arm. When he
was able to examine it, he discovered that he had been given dn tnglish edition
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of the May issue of G¥os , an uncensored monthly published by the Committee

for the Self-Defense of Society. (KSS/KOR). KOR has always been an organization
of democratic socialists who have kept the Church at arms length, but this
{ssue was given over entirelyrto-the papal visit and church-state relations.
Its lead editorial described the feeling of hope which the papal visit has
given all nationally conscious Poles: '

As a result Poles will in great numbers identify themselves
in public 1ife with the Roman Catholic Church. People will
more often identify themselves as Catholics although up to
now the authorities have treated believers as second-rate
citizens. Now Catholicism will also become a way of asserting
vone's identification with the Polish Pope, who will be the
embodiment of hitherto scattered emotions, hopes, and
desires. Religious phenomena are never isolated from social
phenomena especially in Poland where the Roman Catholic
Church is the most powerful institution independent of the
Communist government; it is the symbol and guarantor of

the endangered identity of the natfon...It is likely that
...the papal visit...may move the deepest layers of national
consciousness. : ;

If the citizens of Poland have anything to say about it, Poland is his
and he is Poland's.

THANK YOU WHOEVER YOU ARE: The item quoted at the end of the preceding
article was given a person associated with STUDIUM by two strangers who
walked up to him on the street. The issue of G¥os also dealt with the
question of church-state relations in depth, and we feel it out duty to our
readers as well as to the document's authors and donors to describe more
fully its contents.

The GYos issue summed up the state of temporal-secular relations with
two highly revealing quotations. The first was taken from a pastoral letter
fssued by the Conference of the Episcopate on October 28, 1976:

The pressureLof the working conditions of the Church is

extremely heartbreaking. The political program of

laicization bacomes more and more intense. It is intended

to be introduced by stages so that society will be unable

to see that it is subject to the guided process of destroying
the faith.
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The second quotation is from Kazimierz Kakol, head of the Office for Re{;g
Beliefs and the  Communist official most responsible for relations with the
church. In May 1976, he said: ‘

fous YT .

...even though as minister I have to smile to win confidence,
being a communist I shall fight without rest against religion
and against the Church from every possible point of view.

Albert §Qiecki. in an article entitled "The Episcopate and the
Government," persuasively argued that the regime's present attempt to give the
impression that the church and state are cooperating more than they conflict
with each other is just that sort of smiling to win confidence. The Catholic
majority has sti1l not been given equal rights. Ludwik Dorn describes the
Polish nation's fight for the construction of new churches despite government
prohibitions. In another article, Dorn dealt with the issue of the Pope's
desire to visit Silesifa, a region which is perhaps more de?out,than the rest
of Poland and the regime's refusal to let him do so. Other articles deal
with topics such as Switon's hunger strike, the restriction of the circulation
of religious publications, and other related issues. Copies may be obtained
at the cost of duplication by writing STUDIUM NEWS ABSTRACTS,

STUDIUM.PRGTESTS HELSINKI VIOLATIONS A spokesman for the North American
Study Center for Polish Affairs on July 9 issued a protest to Secretary of
State Cygus Vance inyconnection with three\recent vigflations of the Helsinki

j We believe the United .
States should do somethyng to stimulaﬁl the Polish government to live up .
to the obljgations it has made. Remémber when Jimmy Carter thought so too?

giman rights.
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ssmtstnim sl T MENT ON POLISH-JEWISH RELATIONS  April of 1979 saw the
appearance of the 32nd publication of the Alliance for Polish Independence
(PPN), an underground Polish opposition organization. The document spanning
6 typewritten pages and entitled POLES - JEWS, discusses and attempts to define
the role of antisemitism in contemporary Poland.

As stated by the PPN, "antisemitism is today, for the first time in
Polish history, state antisemitism." It is a mistake to simply equate the
policies of the Polish government with the aspirations of the nation as a
whole. Strict_government control of the media does not allow Polish public

opinion to function normally. “Communist censorship prevents a genuine

dialogue between Poles and Jews." This censorship not only encompasses all

matters related to the state of Israel, but also past cases of Polish-Jewish
cooperation and friendship. This is not to say that traditional Polish anti-
semitism is not a factor. The PPN writes, "we must clearly tell ourselves that
this policy, which in and of itself seems a manifestation of lunacy, would

not be possible if it could not appeal to actual historical and psychological
circumstances. It is impossible to deny that Polish antisemitism is an.

historical fact and that the resulting bitterness, habits and complexes

function today..." 1In the present Polish situation, however, without any

sizeable Jewish population, antisemitism is being artificially promoted by
government policy. "If matters were left to their natural course, the
psychological roots would have died long ago."

THIRD CLASS
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In searching for the governmenf‘s motivation in pursuing a policy of
antisemitism the PPN delineates two basic purposes. "In the hands of the
PRL leadership antisemitism fulfills two functions. Internally it serves to
combat the 1iberal and democratic tendencies pervading the society - externally,
it sows distrust toward unofficial political initiatives, by covering the
entire society with the odium of the antisemitic actions of the leadership
itself/.." The first of these functions is primarily aimed at discrediting
the democratic opposition movement. "Party propagandists brand without |
inhibition democratic opposition activists as Jews or agents of ‘international
Judaism.'" The second function has its origins in World War II when the
Soviets attempted to discredit the Polish underground in the eyes of the
British as German collaborators and murderers of Jews. Simi1ar1y. in 1946 when
the Soviets wanted to justify their occupation of Poland they attempted to
discredit the Poles in the eyes of the West by having the NKVD and the Polish
Secret Police (UB) organize the infamous Kielce pogrom, where tens of Jews
were murdered. "Today, when the democratic opposition searches for moral
support in the West, this same estab]ished pattern appears to be useful. At
fssue is the discrediting of true Poiish aspirations..

What then are the true aspirations of the Polish peopTe? The PPN turns
to the one source with the moral authority to speak for the Polish nation, the
Church. In a letter written last October to Israel Zyngman, a former student
of Janusz Korczak residing in Israel, the Polish Primate, Stefan Cardinal
Wyszydski wrote, "Although I realize that the building of the free state of
Israel is fraught with much difficulty, effort and sacrifices, still it is
only in such difficulty that a national character and its aspirations are _
shaped. For this reasen I am happy that your nation has its state and as such
within the traditional heritage of the "House of David." I am expressing
the hope that this building process will be permanent." In addition, the
PPN document cites the recent meeting between representatives of world Jewry
and Pope John Paul II. In his parting words to the group the Pontiff
stressed his desire to cooperate with the Jewish leaders in combatting prejudice
and discrimination.

In conclusion the document states, "Today in Poland the Jewish question
exists only as a moral problem: the issue of our relation to those few Poles

1
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of the millions of our fellow inhabitants who were murdered."

of Jewish descent who live among us and the issue of respect }ék-
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MY FRIEND, THE POPE
Photo Available: C-52760
By John M. Szostak

Special to Religious News Service (8-20-79)

(Editor's Note: Mr. Szostak is a White House correspondent for
33 Polish and other ethnic publications in the United States, Canada
and England. A 1967 graduate of Georgetown University, he is married,
has two children and lives in Alexandria, Virginia. Pope John Paul II
has asked him and the Rev. Philip S. Majka, a parish priest of the
Diocese of Arlington, Va., to be "unofficial advisors to the church
and civil authorities" responsible for arrangements for the pope's
visit to the United States, beginning Oct. 2.)

We are living in 1nterest1ng't1mea. Little did I realize that
when, in 1976, I first met Cardinal Karol Wojtyla, Archbishop of Cracow,
that he would become Pope John Paul II, the first Polish pope.

To méet a pope is a rare honor, but to know a pope -- corréspond-
ing with him, working with him, and having him come to your home -- is
a gift from God. With this rars gift I feel there comes an obligation
to be more Christlike in one's daily life. Those who share this rare
privilege of knowing the pope are in a way an extension of him.

- This memorable experience can be traced back to 1967 when I
became involved in Polish-American activities concerning the Catholic
Church in Poland. The Rev. Philip S. Majka and I worked as a team on
behalf of the Polish Catholic Episcopate. On numerous occasions, we
were hosts to Polish clergy when they visited the United States. Among
the visiting Polish bishops was a cardinal named Karol Wojtyla, Arch-
bishop of Cracow.

He visited the United States in 1969 and again in 1976. The
Polish-American communities that he visited received him like a true
prince of the Church., On the other hand he was snubbed by some Catho-
lic clergy as an obscure Polish cardinal, This reminded me of the
Christmas story where Mary and Joseph were told by the innkeeper that
there was no room for them. Little did the innkeeper realize that untc
Mary, Christ the Redeemer was about to be born. Little did the Catho-
lic clergy know that this obscure Polish cardinal would someday become

pope.

I missed meeting the cardinal personally on his 1969 trip. But
serving as liaison in this country for the many visiting Polish clergy,
I had to writs to him about one thing or another on many occasions.

On his second tour of the United States, Cardinal WoJtyla led a
delegation of 10 Polish bishops to the Eucharistic Congress held in
Philadelphia. My function was that of press liaison and assistant to
Father Majka, who coordinated his itinerary. When the cardinal greeted
me, he embraced me like a father who has not seen his son in years and
said to one of his aides, "so this is the legendary John Szostak!"

The cardinal asked me to call him by his first name,

(more) PAGE -15-
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While staying with the future pope in Philadelphia, I remember one
morning when we were shaving together at adjoining wash basins. He
showed interest in the shaving cream I was using and mentioned that
Poland did not have good shaving cream. I let him sample it and he
was so pleased that I gave him the entire can.

At breakfast we would sit around and discuss many things concern-
ing the Catholic Church in America and the American way of life. He
was eager to find out as much as possible of what was going on here in
the United States. At one point, someone gave Cardinal Wojtyla some
anti-Communist material to read and accompanied it with a warning not
to take it back with him to Poland. The cardinal responded, "We (the
Church) ars not afraid of them. They are afraid of us."

On a bus ride from Philadelphia to Baltimore and Washington, D.C.,
Cardinal Wojtyla and I discussed the conditions of church-state rela-
tions in Poland. As a journalist he asked me to make his views as a
Polish cardinal known to the American people. Unfortunately, due to
the Kissinger 'high tide" policy of detente, the material was not
published until 1977 when it was presented at the Helsinki hearings on
human rights in Belgrade, Yugoslavia. On the subject of church-state
relations, the future pope said "that genuine political change in Po-
land and ths entire Soviet bloc is a possible reality only to be
achieved not by revolution, but by evolution."

When in Washington, the cardinal stoppéd by my-home to bless it.
He saw a mess created by my two boys, then 6 and 4 ysars old.

"This place is a sign of a happy household," mess included, he
remarkesd.

The many letters and small momentoes that I have received from
Cardinal Wojtyla throughout thé years have a special meaning in my
life. His letters were written in a style of a father writing to his
son, always full of valuable advice.

His departure in 1976 was an emotional one. His eyes were moist
and his voice full of emotion. Cardinal Wojtyla thanked Father Majka
and me for making his stay a pleasant one. When he embraced me I
could feel those tears. ;

He said to us, "We look to America and its Church for inspiration
to the people of Poland." Then, for the last time, he embraced me
again and said, "My son, be thankful that you are an American and for
;hi f§Eﬁdom you enjoy in this great land of yours. And never forget

oland,

We waved goodbys as he boafded the plane and then I carried his
luggage to be checked in at the ticket counter.

~0- , PAGE -16-



S?EGEM TMESSAGE FROM THE REBBETZIN

We are pleased to share with you the foﬂoﬁ'ing article written
by Rebbetzin Esther Jungreis, founder and president of the Hmem
movement on the Pope’s visit to the United States. :

“THE POPE CAME ON YOM KIPPUR"
By Esther Jungreis

It was Yom Kippur when the Pope arrived in the United
States - a day of penitence and introspection, a day when
man must search his soul and make amends for the past.
Perhaps it was because of this that some of us dared to
hope that on this occasion things would be different and
an attempt wou]d be made to atone for the gre\nous
sms of the past. ~

* But alas, nothing hke that occurred This Pope's
message was the same as it had been for centuries. He
spoke in the ‘tongue of his predecessors, albeit with one
difference - he masked his Church's traditional hatred of
our people with 20th century ecumenism; and he did it
with such charm and charisma that you, the listener, were
probably not even aware of it.

The Pope spoke of his pilgrimage to Auschwitz, and
with great emotion asked forgiveness for evokmg this sad
memory. In a sincere voice he went on to say: ''I would be
url'ltrue to the history of this century if I would keep
silent."

Anxiously you, the listener, leaned forward. And at |

this point, perhaps there was cven a glimmer of hope in
your heart. This might just be the moment of truth for
which you had been waiting so long. .

But all too soon your hopes were dashed. The Pope,
who only a moment ago had said that he dare not keep
silent, remained silent . . . The one word, "'Jews", without
which no decent man dare allow the name of Auschwitz to
escape from his lips, was never uttered by the Pontiff. Our
little children who were cast into the flamés, our mothers
and fathers who were forced to see them burn, our mil-
lions of martyrs who were marched into the gas chambers
were never mentioned by the Pope, and yet he said he
came from Auschwitz,

We had a right to expect better from the POpe By his
own admission he comes from the country 'on whose
living body Auschwitz was at one time constructed. With
his own eyes he saw how his fellow Poles tortured and
murdered our people. And yet, incredibly, when he
returned to Auschwitz to pay homage to the memory of
the millions who were sacrificed there, he never saw our
six million Jewish martyrs. he failed to make atonement
for our slaughtered people. He failed to plead for the life
of the remnant - the life of Israel. But most shocking of
all, he returned from his pilgrimage to espouse the cause of
the Palestinians - the P.L.O. who have taken up where the
Nazis, the butchers of Auschwitz left off.

~It was Yom Kippur when the Pontiff came to the

United States, and he had a unique opportunity to echo
the words of his namesake, the righteous Pope John, who
dared to raise a voice of conscience and ask forgiveness for
the atrocities committed by the Church against our Jewish
people

""We are conscious,” John wrote, ""that many centuries
of blindness have cloaked our eyes so that we can no
longer see the beauty of your chosen people ......
Forgive us for the curse that we have falsely attached to
the name of the Jews. Forgive us for crucifying thee a
second time in their flesh, for we knew not what we did."

Alas, John died before he was able to make this prayer
part of the Catholic Church's ritual. You, most honored
Pontiff, have taken his name, but how different history
could have been had you also taken his teachings which
remain buried in the archives of the Vatican.

I am one of the survivors. But please do not conclude
that it is out of malice or anger that I write. I have taken
pen in hand because I believe that genocide is not a way of
life; because I believe that we must strive for peace and the
brotherhood of man, and because I believe that if these
ideals are to be more than sanctimonious pronouncements
we must have the courage to search out the truth. Once
and for all we must eradicate the venomous hatred that
darkens the soul of man and allows him to murder and
torture. No, it is not out of malice that I write, but you
did come on Yom Kippur, and that to me is an omen that
the truth must be told.

We are the nation that gave you your religion. Our
Bible, our Prophets, our Psalms became the foundation of
your faith, and even your Savior has been given to you by
us. But in 2,000 years you never so much as expressed a
word of acknowledgement. Instead, you demonstrated
your gratitude through pogroms, expulsions, ghettoizations,
crusades, and forced baptisms.

As a little girl growing up in Hungary, on Sundays I
learned to stay indoors. Our non-Jewish neighbors coming
home from church had a favorite sport: "Let's get the Jew
boys. the Christ killers." was their rallying cry. Surely your
Holiness, as a native ot Poland you remember that sport
perhaps even better than I, for the Polish boys, I am tcid,
were experts at the hunt. They called us deicides - mur-
derers of G-d, and condemned us to perpctual servitude. ift
the Nazi extermination was possible, it was !argely due to
2,000 years of anti Jewish tradition initiated and nourish-
ed by your Church.




“THE PO_PE- CAME ON YOM KIPPUR"

Nearly 80% of the population of German occupied
Europe fell under your reign. You could have raised your
voice on behalf of our tortured people; you could at least
have threatened the murderers with excommunication, but
instead you dispensed Christian charity and love through
silence and watched while our people burned in the

ovens. And today you dare to disturb their sacred souls,

you dare to call down their ashes that are still hovering in
Auschwitz' polluted skies, and you fail to mention that
they were Jews. Even worse, on their ashes you make a
plea for those who continue to murder our people, for
- those who swore to wipe Israel off the face of the map.
And now, after you have sanctioned our oppression,
our slaughter, after you have'taken freely from our
religion, you go a step further and piously lay claim to. our
land, proclaiming ''Jerusalem must be mtematxona_llzed
Not only have you taken possession of our land, not
only have you plundered our Temple and appropnatcd our
" holy sites, but you now self righteously declare that that
which is ours is yours.
- But most honored Pontiff, you are a scholar of the
Bible. You know that it is G-d Himself, the Creator of the
Universe who decreed that the City of Jerusalem be our
eternal inheritance. It is by His Will that we have returned
to our land, and it is by His Will that we have been re-
united with our city, Jerusalem. It is the fulfillment of
prophecy that you behold today in our Holy Land. In vain
do you appeal to the United Nations. In vain do you call
upon them to change the status of Jerusalem. They are not
empowered to act. There is no resolution that they can
pass that can alter the eternal law which comes from the
Almighty G-d Himself, for it is not they who gave us

Jerusalem. Deep down in your heart you surely know
all this. You know that Jerusalem was, Jerusalem is, and
Jerusalem shall forever be the capital of the Jewish People.
For you as well as for the Moslems there have always been
more important holy cities, but for us there was and shall
always be just one Jerusalem.

You are the Holy Father of the great Church of Rome,
and you have taken upon yourself the awesome challenge
of bringing peace to mankind. Let your voice join that of
the righteous Pope John who also tried to bring about that
glonous day But he understood that before he could say

‘Shalom'' as you did, atonement must be made, the truth
must be told. If ""Shalom'' is to have meaning, it must be
accompanied by deeds and words that speak of Israel and
our holy martyrs. Perhaps it was for this reason that it was
destined that your trip to the United States (in which the
greatest Jewish community lives) should coincide with
Yom Kippur, the holiest of all our days, when G-d Himself
examines the hearts of men.

The time will surely come when we shall meet in
Jerusalem, for it is written:

. that the mountain of the house of the L-rd shall
be established . .
and all the nations shaﬁ flow to it,
and many peoples shall come and say:
Come, let us go up to the mountain of the L-rd,
to the house of the G-d of Jacob. . .
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.”
(Isaiah, 2:2-4)
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Have Been Friendly To Jews

By MARC H. TENENBAUM

Editor's Note: Rabbi
Tanenbaum, national inter-
religious affairs director of
the American Jewish Com-
mittee, was the only Rabbi
present at Vatican Council Il
andisregarded as an author-
ity on Vatican - Jewish rela-
tionships. The Nltional Ex-
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1 of

ecutive Councl of the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee is
meeting at the Hyatt Re-
gency in Cambridge this
week.

He wa.s tha fr:endllest of
the Polish, Catholic bishops
toward the Jews of Poland,
and he was among the most
vigarous in his rejection of
anti - 8emitism." .

That was the description of
Karol:-Cardinal Wojtyla of
Krakow given torme by a
Polish Catholic priest in the
United States three days fol-
lowing the election of the
Polish prelate as the 264th
Supreme Pontiff of the

" Roman Catholic Church.

That evaluation of Pope
John Paul II's attitudes to-
wards Jews and Judaism
should be taken seriously, I
believe, for several reasons:

First, those views come

from Father Henri d’Anjou
of Portchester, N.Y., who
lived in Poland and per-
sonally helped save.the lives

-

of a large number of Jews
from certain death at the
hands of the Nazis. Second,
Father d'Anjou knew the
new Pope when he was a
priest. and met frégquently
with him between 1952 and
1956. Lastly, and impor-
tantly.

confirmed for us in’an over-

seas telephone conversatigs ..
this week betweensthe new. .
directorof Foreign Affairsof :

the American Jewigh Com-u

mittee, Abraham Karlikow,

and a leader of the Umon of .

Jewish Rehgmus Com-
munities in Poland, Maciej
Jakubowicz of Kra kow

From these conversations -

and from others conducted
with reliable sources in the
Vatican this week, the. fol-
lowing portrait of the “'track

record” of Cardinal Wojtyla’

toward -
emerges:

: See POPF
(Continued on Page 23)

‘Polish g Jewry

Father d.'Amon s
positive impressions- wereg -
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POPE

sContmued frum Front Page)

From (hese conversations
and from others conducted
with reliable sources in the
Vatican this week. the fol-
lowing portrait of the ““track
record’” of Cardinal Wojtyla
toward Polish Jewry
emerges:

Around 1964, there were a
series ol desecrations of
Jewish cemeteries in
Krakow, including defile-
ments of tombstones over
Jewish graves. It was widely
believed that these anti -
Semitic actions were in-
spired or carried out by ag-
ents of the Polish Com-
munist Party and/or the sec-
ret police. Archbishop Woj-
tyla called upon Catholic
students attending the Uni-
versity ol Krakow to clean

and restore the defiled.

tombstones and to repair the
Jewish cemeteries.
Subsequently, Archbiship
Wojtyla delivered a public
sermon during a large Cor-
pus Christi procession in

which he condemned the

Communist functionaries
for their anti - Jewish acts,
and called upon them to de-
sist from any further hostile

H inst the "

Jewish population.

His Chancery published
journal of high academie
quality, Commom Weekly.
Archbishop Wojtyla person-
ally authorized the publica-
tion of a series of articles in
that journal commemorat-
ing the victims of the Nazi
Holocaust. specifically the
Jewish victims, as well as
the Warsaw Ghetto uprising
of April 1943, In addition, he
supported the publication of
a series of articles and book

" reviews on Jewish history,
religion and culture.

Much has been made of the
fact that the new Pope
studied at **an underground

. seminary.” Father d'Anjou,
- who attended the same
seminary, told me the sig-
nificance of that fact lies in
. knowing that thst seminary,
and ther underground
schools like it, were vigorous
centers ""of anti - Nazis
and resistance.”
+ In terms of his anti - to-
+ talitarianism sitions,
Pope John Paul I1, & rs
to hold the same ideol 1}
orientation as did his pre-
decessor, Pope John Paul 1.
According to the president
of the Jewish religious
© communities in Poland,
| Macie] Jakmbowits,
“Throughout his
Rishoo of KFakbd T
Wojtyla was always Hp=
proachable by Jews, and
periodically, he used to in-
quire what was happening to
. the Jews, particularly in re-
-lation to their religious life
and their religious institu-

.tions."™
In 1971, four years after he
,was designated Cardinal by
\ Pope Paul VI, Cardinal Woj-
tyla came to the Krakow
Synago during a Friday
ght Sabbath service. He
spoke warmly with the small
- Jewish congregation and
asked sympathetically what
problems had since he
, had heard they were having
trouble maintaining their

_'fm‘z also informed
.the American Jewish Com-
mittee that the Krakow
'Jewish leadership ap-

ched Cardinal Wojl{h
when they had difficulty

securing kosher meat, and
that the Cardinal was both
sympathetie and helpful.

“QOvar the years,'
Jakubowicg added, ‘‘we
know of no case where Car-
dinal Wojtyla or the Krakow
Church was associated with
any instance of anti- Semitic
or other prejudical state-
ments or actions regarding
the Jewish people.'’ One can
only speak of the new Pope.
the Krakow Jewish leader
said, "inexcellent termsas a
person nd as an open -
minded religious leader.” To
underscore their positive
feelings, the Krakow Jewish
leaders this week sent &
cable to Pope John Paul 11,
congratulating him as their
~Krakow landsman."

With regard to Israel and
Jerusalem, Cardinal Woj-
tyla has no record as yet as
having taken any position on
these concerns, which are
central to the world Jewish
community today.

Granted that this data is
skimpy and impressionistic,
it should neverless serve to
allay some of the widespread
anxieties that clearly exist in
the Jewish com about
“a Polish Pope."” Those anx-
ieties are based on the
nightmarish experience
with anti - Semitism in Po-

1833 in these

e
had conss =
after its

had~
ramtee the civie and
_equality ef its
minorities, ‘to safeguard
their rights as citizens, and
in addition, to extend to all
minorities the to estab-
lish their own educational,
religious, charitable and so-
clal institutions. From the
start these guaranteed were
never fully implemented,
and in 1334, they were com-

pletely renounced. Pogroms *
marked the inauguration of
Poland's ence and
were & rec g phenome-
non in the twenty years of in-

dependent Poland."

Before the outbreak of
World War II, about 3.3 mill-
jon Jews lived in Poland,
constituting the second
largest Jewish community
in the world. Today, there
are about 5,000 Jewish sur-
vivors in Poland, most of |
them aged and infirm, a
tragic remnant of the Nazi
havoc and anti - Semitic pog-
roms they suffered in the
country in Which Jews had
lived for nearly a thousand
Yyears. >

.In mtn,ﬂ o otbsl' Polish

pr for

them the late Cardinal
Hlond, who in 1937 delivered
a vicious anti - Semitic pas-
toral calling for the boycott

of Jews by the Catholic faith-
_ful, Cardinal Karol Wojtyla, .
is considered to b€ a “‘post

World War Il man, o man of
social justice and of human
rights.” The new Pope John
Paul 11 **was always consi-
dered different from the old
hierarchy on all issues of
human justice,’” Father
d'Anjou told me with obvious
conviction. "He will be dif-
ferent now, as he was before,
in his relations with the l
Jewish people.”
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JOHN PAUL II, ON A VISIT TO AUSCHWITZ,
CALLS IT £YMBOL OF 'CONTEMPT FOR MAN'

By Pelizious News Service (6-8-79)

OSWIECIM, Poland (RNS) -- Pope John Paul II, on a pilgrimage to
the Auschwitz-Birkenau Nazi extermination camp complex, paid
solemn tribute to the four million people, mostly Jews, slaughtered
there, and pleaded for an end to hatred and cruelty.

Branding the complex as "a place built on hatred and contempt'
for man in the name of a crazed ideology," the leader of the world's
Roman Catholics, said, "It would have been impossible for me not
to come here as pope."

The pontiff arrived (June 7) in a white helicopter at Oswiecim --
the town 30 miles southwest of Cracow known in German as Auschwitz --
after a joyous celebration at Wadowice, the small town where he was

born 59 years ago.

He rode to the camp in a flower-strewn limousine and then
walked through the gate, over which a metal sign erected by the
Nazis proclaims, "Arbeit Macht Frei," (Freedom Through Work).

The pope was accompanied by Polish government officials,
including Kazmierz Kakol, Minister of Cults, and church dignitaries,
including Cardinal Hermann Volk, Bishop of Mainz, West Germany.

After his visit to the main camp, he then flew by helicopter
about two and a half miles to the extension of the Auschwitz complex
Known as Birkenau (Brzezinka in Polish) =-- or Auschwitz II -- where
he celebrated Mass and preached. F—

An altar had been set up directly over the railroad tracks
that brought victims to the camp in cattle cars. It was the spot
where those marked for death in the gas chambers were singled out
and herded to their deaths.

Of the four million people of 28 different European
nationalities, systematically murdered in the camp complex,
about 2.5 million were Jews,

. Addressing a crowd of hundreds of thousands of Poles assembled
for the Mass, the Pope said: "I have come here and I kneel on this
Golgotha of the modern world, on these tombs, largely nameless like
the great tomb of the unkrown soldier."

He then referred to a monument near the altar and singled out
the Jewish victims for special mention, Called the Martyrdom of
Nations, the monument bears inscriptions in the 28 languages of
the inmates who were killed in the camp. An urn with ashes of
Birkenau victims has been set into the base of the monument.

"In particular,” said the pope, "I pause with you, dear
participants in this encounter, before the inscription in Hebrew.
This inscription awakens the memory of the people whose sons and
daughters were intended for total extermination.

"This people draws its origin from Abraham, our father in
faith. The very people that received from God the Commandment,
'Thou shalt not kill' itself experienced in a special measure what
is meant by killing.

"It is not permissible for anyone to pass by this inscription
with indifference." ﬂ
(more) PAGE ~-20-
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Departing from his prepared text, the pope also referred to
the Russian inscription on the monument, speaking of the Russiaps
who died in Nazi camps and praising the courage of the Soviet
people during the war.

"We know what this nation's share in the last terrible war for
human freedom was," he said,

Then, in another departure from his text, his veoice cracking .
with emotion, the pope cried out, "Never, never azain war! Peacel
Only peacel Only peacel™

During his visit to the main camp, the pope walk=d down the
rock-strewn alleys between the brick barracks to Cell Block 11,
where inmates who survived the initial selection procass were
confined but later marked for death.

The pontiff prayed for 10 minutes, alone, before a stone
crucifix on the wall of the prison cell number 18 whsre Franciscan
Father Maximillian Kolbe, prisoner 16670, was murdered in 1941.

The Polish priest, who was beatified in 1971, was a prisoner
in Auschwitz at the end of July 1941, when he volunteered to take
place of another man, Polish Army sergeant Franciszek Gajowniczek,
a married man with six children, who nad bezn selected by the SS
to die by starvation, in retaliation for the successful escape of
a prisoner.

Father Kolbe's grim offer was accepted and he was placed in the
cell to starve until August 14, when he was fipally killed with an
injection of phenol to the heart.

Mr. Gajowniczek, now 78, was present for the papal visit and
was introduced to the pope. :

Emerging from the death cell, which he had visited many times
as Archbishop of Cracow, the pope called Father Kolbe's heroic act
"a spiritual victory like that of Christ himself."

lLater, the pope said that while Father Kolbe's martyrdom was
a victory for mankind, there had been countless other victories
at Auschwitz, won in the name of other faiths ard ideologies.

He mentioned Edith Stein, a German Jew and student of
philosophy who converted to Catholicism inc 1922 and later became
a Carmeiite nun. She perished in a gas chamber in Auschwitz
in 1942,

Pope John Paul, after visiting the death cell of Father Kolbe,
was taken to the Wall of Death which adjoins the death cells,
It is a place where prisoners were lined up, whipped, clubbed, and
shot to death. .

The pope walked alone to the wall, fell to his knees, and
silently prayed for three minutes.

When he rose, officials clustered around him, but he barely
spoke as the group walked back through the camp toward the
waiting limousine outside.

-0~ PAGE ~-21-
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WARM WELCOME GREETS POFE
IN TOWN WHERE YOUTH SPENT

By Religious News Service (6-8-79)

WADOWICE, Poland (RNS) -- Pope John Paul II came home (June 7)
to Wadowice, the small market town in southern Poland where he was
born, baptized and grew up, and where, he said, "so many good things
happened to me." | '

The town's 15,000 people and some 30,000 from the surrounding
area jammed into the town's market place -- called "Red Army
Square” -- to give the pope a warm, enthusiastic welcome.

Karol Wojtyla, the future Pope John Pauil II, was born here May
18, 1920, in a small stucco house, and lived there until 1938, when
he moved to Cracow to begin the study of Polish literature at the
celebrated Jagiellonian University. '

Visibly moved by the warmth of his reception, the pope spoke
about the importance of the first years of life.

‘ "We know how important are the first years of life, of
childhood, and of youth for the development of human personality,"
he told the crowd in the square. "These are the very years that
blind me inseparably to Wadowice, to the town and the area around
it, to the Skawa River and the Beskidy Range."

"For this reason,"” he added, "I have wanted vary much to come

here in order to thank God with all of you for the blessings I
have received." .

After his brief speech, the pope chatted with members of the
local community, calling many by their first names. He also paid
a visit to the house -- 7 Koscielna Ulica (Church Street) -- where
he was born, and to the onion-domed church where he was baptized.

For the pontiff, the Joy and happiness of his homecoming
were undoubtedly welcome, especially in view of his next scheduled
stop: Oswlecim, 25 miles away, where millions of his countrymen
and others perished in the Nazi extermination camp complex known as
Auschwitz-Birkenau.
. 0

SCOTTISH CHURCH VOTES TO DRINK
COMMUNION WINE WITHOUT ALCOHOL

By Religious News Service (6-8-79)

EDINBURGH, Scotland (RNS) -- Congregations of the national
Church of Scotland (Presbyterian) soon will be offered non-alcoholic
wine at Communion as a result of a motion adopted at the Church's
annual General Assembly here.

Members of the Scots Church, like those in the Church of England,
now drink fermented or alcoholic wine at Communion, unlike Methodists
who drink grape Juice, = =

But .the Rev. Arthur Wallace, a retired Glasgow minister,
introduced a motion calling for non-alcoholic wine to be made avail-
able at Communion "for the benefit of alcoholics, diabetics and
total abstainers.” The motion carried 387 to 359.

-0- PAGE-22-
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News Analysis

PAPAL PILGRIMAGE IS REAFFIRMATION
OF SLAV'S ANCIENT LINKS WITH WEST

By Robert A, Graham, S.J.
Religious News Service Correspondent (6-8-79)

VATICAN CITY (RNS) -- Why the easy complacency over the Polish
trip of Pope John Paul II? What makes people think, without anything
really concrete to show for it, that the pope's tour of his native
land was historic, or even that Poland and the entire Soviet sphere
of Influence will never be the same again?

The crowds that greeted him hardly surpassed in numbers or
perhaps even in warmth, the welcome he got in Mexico. The pope was
restrained in his language and nothing portended any kind of crusade
or program of action. He did not come to address an assembly of
bishops but to celebrate the Jubilee of St. Stanislaus, Poland's
special patron. The government stcod aside, uncommitted if embar-
rassed. When the distinguished visitor left, everything seemed to
return to the normality of life in a "popular democracy."

Yet the impression remains irresistible, more than mere wishful
thinking, that the return of Papa Wojtyla to his native land, the
first Polish pope, marks the beginning of a new age in the long
history of Polish (and East European) Catholicism. Certain basic
considerations point strongly in this direction. These were, in short,
"ten days that shook the (Communist) world."

To begin with, the vivid presence of Pope John Paul II among
his own people reduced drastically the sense of isolation that the
nations under Soviet hegemony feel, Poland -- with Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, the Baltic states, especially Catholic Lithuania, and also
a:large proportions of the Ukraine -- is fundamentally turned to
the Latin West., Now, with one of their own on the Chair of Peter,
the Catholics in these areas legitimately feel they are not for-
gotten, much less abandoned, and indeed better understood than ever
before.

The papal visit to Poland did violence to one of the Soviet
system's fundamental maxims, which is that of segregation. It is part
of governmental operating methods to restrict contact with the outside
world, to limit travel in either direction except under tight super-
vision, to reserve the reading of foreign scientific or literary
magerial to a selected few, and even ban the listening to a foreign
radio.

(more) PAGE-12=
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A pope who for days on end goes about the country-side, to
Warsaw, to Cracow, to Czestochowa, to Gniezno, accompanied by large
crowds, to whom he addresses at times some very pungent remarks,
is definitely a "disturbing" element. Worse, from the government's
point of view, if clandestine literature or secret radio listening
is bad enough, no one knows how many others are of like mind. But
the Poles not only saw and heard their pope, they also saw each other
and knew that thelr name is "legion." This unwanted solidarity is
eénough to make any Communist chief sick and distressed. '

Out of all this can emerge, not a political revolt -- that was
not in the intentions of the pope -- but a heightened defense in the
cultural and religious field against forces alien to the life and
traditions of a nation limked to the West and not to Moscow. It
is impossible to predict what form this rejuvenated opposition will
take, But it affects the basic structure of the present imperialism
welghing on Catholic Poland, and against this all the police power
of the modern State cannot prevail.

Pope John Paul II made some sharp criticisms of the present
Polish regime, in the religious sphere, But he did not attack
the government as such, nor the regime. Must we conclude that
the pope's visit constitutes perhaps also papal sanction, tacit though
it may be, of the "popular democracy?"

- This is another consideration justifying descriptions of
the papal visit as "historical." Uneasy, unhappy, nervous as the
government of Communist Party chief Edward Gierek may have been
over the pope's coming, the papal visit may have had some pesi-
tive benefit for the regime. If the weight of the papal speeches
was against the religious and cultural policy of the government,
this was no different from what the Polish bishops themselves have
been saying all along. : ]

These bishops do not challenge the Communist government as
such, unless it be implicitly. But it is a different matter when,
in the higher instance, the pope himself seems, even in criticisms,
to take for granted the fact of Communist domination in Poland.

Is that really the pope's mind?

Scme say the papal trip was a great 'political! event. The
U.S. government is reportedly quite pleased with developments
and thinks that the pope has struck a good blow for liberty.

From the viewpoint of the Vatican, however, the historical
character of the pope's Polish visit lies rather in the consoling
reaffirmation of the thousand-year-old link of Poles -- of the
Slavic world -- with Rome, with the Holy See and with the West.

-0- PAGE-13-
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PAPAL VISIT TO POLAND
STIRS SENATE INTEREST

By Religious News Service (6-8-79)

WASHINGTON (RNS) -~ Seven senators commented favorably on the
visit to Poland of Pope John Paul II during a June 7 session of the
Senate, and two others submitted written statements for the record.

"No man contributes more to our confidence than Pope John:
Paul II," said Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-N.Y.). '"For he reminds
us that we can stand against the darkness and ultimately prevail over
it. He affirms what we need to remember."

Sen. Henry Jackson (D-Wash.,) said the pontiff under the
"cause of basic human rights ... in a profound way" has "already
emerged as a statesman-pope who will both instruct and lead...
And he has only just started on his efforts to encourage
spiritual and temporal reform."

Sen, Edmund Muskie (D-Maine) said: "No one should believe the
pope's visit will produce any instant blossoming of church-state
cooperation... But his visit still oZfers an opportunity to begin
to bridge the fundamental differences between church and state --
perhaps first in Poland; perhaps eventually in all of Eastern Europe.”

Other senators speaking included Sens. Pete Domenici (R-N.H.),
Patrick Leahy (D-Vt,), David Durenberger (R-Minn.), and Roger
Jepson (R-Xowa). Submitting statements for the record were
Sens, Carl Levin (D-Mich.), John Chafee (R-R.I.), and Lloyd
Bentsen (D.-Tex.). Sens. Robert Byrd (D-W.Va.) and Howard Baker
(R-Tenn.) had spoken on the papal visit earlier in the week,
and a few others submitted statements for the record.

-0—-

SECURITY PROBLEMS RAISED
BY REPORT OF PAPAL VISIT

By Religious News Service (6-8-79)

NEW YORK (RNS) —-- New York City police officials and Secret
Service agents have been discussing security plans in the likely event
that Pope John Paul II addresses the opening session of the United
Nations General Assembly in early October.

The security problem will be extremely serious, according to
officials here, because President Carter may come to the city to
greet the pontiff. The problem may be compounded by the presence of
Cuban Premier Fidel Castro, who is also expected to address the
U.N. at its fall session,

At a press conference here, priest-journalist Father Andrew
Greeley said that he had learned from Vatican sources that Pope John
Paul will visit New York, Boston, Chicago and Philadelphia.

Archbishop Giovanni Cheli, the Vatican's permanent observer
at the United Nations, said, "At this point probably only the pope
himself knows, But certainly by the end of the month, we too will
now, "
“()us PAGE -14-
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LIFTING OF RHODESIA SANCTIONS
IS OPPOSED BY CHURCH ASSEMBLY

By Religious News Service (6~8-79)

KANSAS CITY, Mo, (RNS) -- Delegates to the 191st United
Presbyterian General Assembly here supported President Carter's
position on Zimbabwe-Rhodesia and urged the U.S. Congress not to
""coerce or restrict" the President on the issue.

In a resolution adopted without debate, the Assembly said the
"internal settlement is not sufficient to establish the conditions
necessary for a just and sustainable peace in Zimbabwe-Rhodesia,"
and that "conditions have not been met which would justify or
require the lifting of sanctions.

) A background paper described the settiement as "an attempt to
transfer the semblance of govermment to the black majority while the
white minority retains firm control of the economy, much of the land,
and the major instruments of power: the police, the military, and
the courts."” .

The United Presbyterians urged President Carter "neither to
lift sanctions at this point, nor to recognize the settlement, but to
continue to pursue, directly and through the United Nations, efforts
to seek a United Nations-supervised election, open to all parties
in order to seek an end to the warfare and to establish a government
truly responsive to majority will."

The statement called on the Congress '"to refrain from actions
which would coerce or restrict the President in his rightful conduct
of United States foreign policy with regard to Zimbabwe Rhodesia."

= A

SEAN M, DOWNEY, PRO-LIFE LOBBYIST,
THROWS HIS HAT IN DEMOCRATIC RING

By Religious News Service (6-8-79)

WASHINGTON (RNS) -~ Sean Morton Downey, an anti-abortion leader,
has announced his candidacy for the 1980 Democratic Presidential
nomination. He is the first to enter the race.

Mr, Downey, 46, is chairman of the Life Amendment Political
Action Committee and has served as a chief lobbyist for the National
Right to Life Committee. His candidacy was endorsed by Paul Brown,
director of the life amendment committee. :

At a news conference declaring his candicacy, Mr. Downey
charged that the party leadership has turned the Democrats into
"the party of death." He said the leading contenders for the
198C nomination are "far, far to the left."

President Carter has not formally announced his candidacy but
is expected to do so. Gov. Edmund G. Brown, Jr,, of California
and Sen., Edward M. Kennedy (D.-lass.) are considered possib.e
challengers.

Mr. Downey, a resident of Nevada, was born in New York.

His parents are Morton Downey, the tenor, and Barbara Bennett, the
actress. He worked briefly in 1976 for the Carter campaign but
resigned over what he considered the pro-abortion stand of the
party.
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CRACOW GREETS JOHN PAUL II
WITH HEARTY 'WELCOME HOME'

By Religious News Service (6-7-79)

CRACOW, Poland (RNS) =-- Pope John Paul II returned June 6
to Cracow, where he had spent most of his life and served as bishop
and archbishop for 20 years, and the city turned out en masse to
give him a tumultuous, exultant "welcome home!"

A cheering, applauding throng estimated at more than half a
million people lined the streets of the cavalcade route that led
from a helicopter landing pad in a meadow to Cracow'a ancient Wawel
Cathedral. ' '

As he stepped off the helicopter at Blonie Cracowskie,
a large grassland area in the shadow of Poland's Mount Kosiuszko --
an artificial mound built in honor of Poland's famed soldier-
sStatesman and hero of the (unsuccessful) fight for independence
from Czarist Russia -~ the pope told a waiting crowd of thousands:

"My heart was and has not ceased to be united with you, with
this city, with this patrimony, with this 'Polish Rome.'"

He reminded the people that he had spent most of his life in
Cracow as a student just before and after the outbreak of World War II
as well as his early years as a priest. He served as bishop for
10 years and 10 years more as Archbishop of Cracow, until his
election as pope, last October.

"Cracow, from the tenderest years of my life has been for me
a particular synthesis of all that it means to be Polish and
Catholic," he said. '"She has always spoken of the great historic
past of my motherland. She always represented for me in a sublime
way the spirit of my country."

' A trail of flowers had been spread in front of the pope’'s
cortege, and seminarians, many of them with portable loudspeakers,
acted as cheer leaders, directing the crowd in song.

Standing in an open vehicle, the pope waved and nodded
as the cavalcade moved slowly through the press of the crowd.
He was visibly moved by the reception, every so often quickly
wiping away tears that flowed down his cheeks.

The Cracow welcome exceeded all the exhuberant enthusiasm
shown him by welcoming crowds in the places he had visited on the
first four days of his homecoming visit to Poland.

Arriving at Wawel Cathedral, the pope went immediately
to pray at the tomb of St. Stanislaus, Poland's patron and symbol
of Polish nationalism, revered by Catholic Poles for his defense
of the Church in defiance of tyrannical secular authority.

The saint, as Bishop of Cracow, according to Catholic sources,
had repeatedly defied the tyrannical King Boleslaw the Bold, and
was murdered in 1079, either by the king or some of the king's

henchmen.
(more) PAGE -8~
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It had been a long day for Pope John Paul, who had come to
Cracow from Czestochowa, in southern Poland, where he spent three
days in joyous celebrations and meetings with bishops, clergy,
religious, and hundreds of thousands of lay people.

When he finally managed to get to the Cracow archbishop's
residence, where he was to spend the night, the pope obviously
tired, still had to reckon with thousands of well-wishers gathered
outside the residence.

The crowd kept calling for the pope to show himself, At last,

be emerged from the building, and, smiling, said: "Aren't you going
to bed?"

When the crowd responded with thunderous '"No's," the pontiff
said, "Well, I am. I need some sSleep."

The crowd quieted down, the pope waved once more, turned out
and went into the building again,

Q=
Kosciuszko Remembered

DEFIANT POLES AWAITING POPE SING,
'WE WANT TO LIBERATE OUR COUNTRY'

By Religious News Service (6-7-79)

CRACOW, Poland (RNS) =-- Blonie Cracowskie, the broad meadowland
just outside Cracow, where the helicopter carrying Pope John Paul II
set down at twilight June 6 has a special meaning for patriotic
Poles and an associated significance for Americans.

An open, grass-covered area of about 130 acres, Blonie
Crackowskie lies in the shadow of "Kopiec Kosciuszki' (Kosciuszko
Mount), an artificial mount which the people of Poland built to
honor their national hero, Tadeusz Kosciuszko (1746-1817), leader of
Poland's struggles for. independence against Czarist Russia.

Kosciuszko, soldier and statesman, is also gratefully
remembered in American history in 1776 he entered the Army of the
United States as a volunteer, and brilliantly distinguished himself
during the war of independence.

In 1783, a grateful Congress accorded him American citizenship
and a considerable annual pension with landed estates, and the rank of
brigadier-general, which he retained in the Polish service.

Eleven years later, he organized an uprising against Czrist
Russia, but was defeated and imprisoned in Russia for two years.

(more) MGE -9-
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Shortly before his death in 1817, he willed that his property
in America should be used to educate Negroes and his property in
Poland be used for schools for the peasantry.

He is buried in the Roman Catholic cathedral in Cracow.

Thousands of Poles of all ages gathered at Blonie Cracowskie
early on the morning of June 6, waiting with mounting excitement for
the papal helicopter to arrive from Czestochowa, where the Pope had
spent three days of Joyous celebrations and meetings with bishops,
clergy, and hundreds of thousands of lay people.

As the day wore on, groups of Poles would break into song, soon
Joined by hundreds of other voices -- anthems of religion and Polish
nationalism,

One of the songs sung, well-known to all Poles, is a defiant
cry for liberty:

"Look at us from the héavens, Kosciuszko.
We want to liberate our cduntry,

But we need your sword...
This is our song of liberty,

And for liberty, we are ready to shed our blood."
Hundreds sang another patriotic song, which pleads:
"Oh, God, you have protected and.given glory to cur

Fatherland for so many centuries.
We now raise our plea beforie ﬁhis altar ~--
Bless our Fatherland now."

This last phrase varies, depending on whether the Poles consider
themselves free or not.

On June 6, many of the singers, instead of singing "Bless our
Fatherland now," sang "Give us back a free Fatherland now."

The Polish militia patrolling on the outskirts of the huge crowd
could not have been unaware o0f the naturz of the songs, but they took
no notice,

And when the papal helicopter finally arrived, a deafening out-
burst of cheering and applause bcunced off Mount Kosciuszko and re-
verberated throughout the huge grassland.

The pope, wearing a crimson cloak over his white vestments,
appeared overhwlemed by the response of the waiting, exultant
throng.

"My heart," he told the crowd, "was and has not ceased to be
united with you, with this city (Cracow), with this patrimony, with
this 'Polish Rome,'"

-0=- ‘ PAGE-10-~
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WRITER SAYS POPE TO ADDRESS U.N.

AND VISIT U.S. CITIES IN OCTOBER
By Frank Maurovich ' ‘

Religious News Service Staff Writer (6-7-79)

NEW YORK (RNS) -- Pope John Paul II will address the United
Nations in October and, in addition to New York, will visit Boston,
Chicago and Philadelphia, according to sociologist-author Father
Andrew Greeley. y : :

: Father Greeley, the author of a mew book on the pépal elections,
said he learned from Vatican sources that the bope will visit the
United"States in October "unless unforeseen events change present
plans.’ ; H e ;

Msgr. Eugene V. Clark, director of the New York archdiocesan
information office, told Religious News Service that Cardinal
Terence Cooke had received "no.official notice" of a papal visit.

Father Greeley also reported that, according to the Vatican
sources, there was little likelihood that the pontiff would visit
Ireland in August for the celebration of the 100th anniversary of the
shrine of Our Lady of Knock, as had been speculated.

Speaking at a press conference here, marking the publication
of his new book, The Making of the Popes 1978 (Ardrews and McMeel),
Father Greeley called Pope John Paul's visit to Poland "a masterpiece
of tough-minded but practical diplomacy." :

Describing the papal Ostpolitik as a "poker game," Father Greeley
said that the pope was playing his cards carefully "to strengthen
the Church's hand in Poland without backing the Communist Party
into a corner." :

"If the Church wins the whole pot, the Russians will ceme into
Poland like they came into Czechoslovakia," Father Greeley said. "And
if the Polish government wins, the people will revolt -- and the
Russians will come in." Thus, the stakes:have to be divided, Father
Greeley indicated.

In response to a question, Father Greeley stood by hls assertion
made in the new book that in May 1978 the Vatican made a decision to
try to remove Cardinal John Cody as head of the archdiocese of
Chicago. Cardinal Cody publicly denied the report as a "flat lie.”

In the book, Father Greeley used The Making-of-the-Presidents
style of Theodore White to describe the behind-the-scenes maneuvering
and the developments inside the last two secret papal conclaves. The
author made five trips to Rome to dig out the material. Virtually all
of the information, however, is attributed to anonymous sources.

(more) . - PAGE-~1-
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Father Greeley reported in the book that a group of prelates,
led by Cardinal Leo Suenens of Belgium, Cardinal Evaristo Arns of
Brazil, Cardinals Jan Willebrands and Bernard Alfrink of Holland, _
banded together with the German cardinals and a small group of Italian
prelates to swing the voting away from the Roman Curia candidates to
elect Cardinal Albino Luciani of Venice and, shortly afterwards,
Cardinal Karol Wojtyla of Cracow, the first Polish pope in the Cath-
olic Church's history and the first non-Italian in 455 years.

Father Greeley is a priest of the archdiocese of Chicago where
he is senior researcher at the National Opinion Research Center. He
commubes from Chicago to Tucson where he teaches sociology at the
University of Arizona.

A prolific writer, the 5l-year-old priest has authored some
80 books and writes two syndicated weekly columns.

()

RABBI LELYVELD IS NAMED
SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL HEAD

By Religious News Service (6-7-79)

NEW YORK (RNS) -- Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld, senior rabbi of
Falrmont Temple, Cleveland, has been elected president of the
Synagogue Council of America,

The Synagogue Council is the national coordinating body of Con-
servative, Orthodox, and Reform Judaism, representing more than four
million synagogue-affiliated American Jews. '

Rabbi Lelyveld, a past president of the American Jewish Congress
and of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, a Reform Jewish
organization, was recently appointed adjunct professor of religion
at Case-Western Reserve University, Cleveland.

The author of a number of published writings, including the book,
Atheism is Dead, Rabbi Ielyveld is also a member of the Board of
Governors of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion.

He is a board member of the Martin Luther King Center for
Social Change in Atlanta.

A strong advocate of civil rights, Rabbi Lelyveld went to
Mississippi in 1964 as part of a team of Cleveland clergy to serve
as a minister-counselor in the black voter-registration drive. It
was during that stay that he was badly beaten by white segrega-
tionists,

The following year, the National Association for the Advancement

of Colored People (NAACP) gave him an award for "distinguished service
in the NAACP and the cause of freedom."

Rabbi Lelyveld succeeds Rabbi Saul I. Teplitz of Woodmere, N.Y.,
who was elected honorary president of the Council.
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'.
yew York, QOctober 3. DBatiery Pars

Dear friends of New York,

Ny fisi; to your City would not have been compléce without
coming to Battery Park, without seeing Ellis Island and the
Statue of Liberty in the distance. Every nation has 1its
historical symbols. They may be shrines or statues or documnents;
but their significance lies in the truths they represent to the
citizens of 4 nation and in the image they convey to other
nations. Such a symbol in the United States is the Statue oi
r Yy ;

Liberty. This is an impressive symbol of what the United States
;has stood for Irom the very beginning of its history; this is

fa symbol of freedom. [t reflects the immigrant history of the
United States, for it was freedom that millions of human beings
were -looking for on these shores. And it was freedem that the
young Republic offered in compassion, On this spet, I wish to
pay homage to this noble trait of America and its people: 1its
desire to be free, its determination to preserve Ifreedom, uand
its willingnesss to share this freedom with others. May the

ideal of liberty, of freedom remaii a woving force for your

nation and for all the nations in the world today!

1t greatly honors your country and its citizens that on this
foundation of liberty you have built a nation where the dignity
of every human person is to be resrected, where a religious sense
and 2 sirong fzmily structure aré fostered, where duty and honest
work are held in high esteem, vhere generosity and hospitality
are no idle words, and where the right to religious liverty is

deeply rooted in your hkistory.



Yesterday, before the General Assembly of the United Nations,
I made a plea for peace and justice based on the full respect of
ail the fundamental rights oi 1he buman person. 1 also spoke
of religious freedom because it regards a person's relationship

to God, and because it is related in a special way to other

~human rights. It is closely zllied with the right to freedom

Laen

of conscience. II couscieonces is not secure in society,

the security of all others rights 1s tnreatened,

Liberty, in all its aspects, must be based on truth., I want
to repeat here the words of Jesus 'the truth will make you free"

(Jn 8:32). It is then myv wish that your sense of freedom may

always go hand in hand with a profound sense of truth and honesty

about yourselves and about the realities of your society. Past
achievements can never be an acceptable substitute for present
responsibilities toward the common good of the society you live
in and towards your fellow-citizens. Just as the desire for
freedom is a universal aspiration in the world today, so is the
quest for justiée. No institution or organization can crediblyl
stand for freedom today if it does not also support the quest

for justice, for both are essential demands of the human spirit.

It will always remain one of the glofious achievements of
this nation that, when pecple looked toward America, they
received together with freedom also a chance for their own
advancement. This tradition must be honored also today, The
freedom that was gained, must be ratified each day by the firm
rejection of whatever wounds, weakens or dishonors human life.
And o I zppezal to all who love freedom and justice to give 2
chance to all in need, to the poor and the. powerless. Break
open the hopeless cycles of poverty and ignorance that are
still the lot of too many of our brothers and sisters; the

hopeless cycles of prejudices that linger on despite enormous
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progress toward effective equality in education .and employment; !
the cycles of despair in which are imprisoned all those that -

lack decent food, shelter or employment; the cycles of
underdevelopinent that are the consequence of international
m2chanisms tnat subordinatve the human existencce to the domination

of pertially conceived economic »nrogress; and finally the

inhuman cycles of war that Springs from the violation of man's

fundamental rights and produces still graver violation of them,

1IFreedom in justice will b;ing a new dawn of hope for.the
present generation as it‘hgs aone beforg: for the homeless,
for the unemp;oyed, for the aging, for the sick and the handicapped,
fq: the migrants and the undocumented workers, for all who hunger

for human dignity in this land and in the world.

With sentiments of admiration and with confidence inlyour
potential for true human greatness, I wish to greet in you the
riqh variety of your ration, where people of different ethnic
o;igins and creeds can live, work and prosper together in freedom
and mutual respect. I greet and I thank for the cordial welcome
of all those who joined me here, businessmen and laborers,

scholars and managers, social workers and civil servants, old

-and young, I greet you with respect, esteem and love, My warm

greetings go to each and every group. to my fellow Catholics,
to the members of the different Christian Churches with whom

I am united in the faith in Jesus Christ.

And I address a special word of greeting to the leaders of
the Jewish community whose presence here honors me greatly., A

few months ago, 1 met with an international gfoup of Jewish



representatives in Roume. On that occasion, recalling the
initiatives underteken followinqg the Second Vatican Council
under my pfedécessoz pavl VI, I stated that "our two communities
are comnecicd and closely related at the very level of their
respective religious identities", and that on this basis "we
recognize with utmost clarity that the path along which we
should proceed is cne of fraternal dialogue and fruitful

collaboration" (L'Osservatcre Romano, March 12-13, 1979). I am

‘

glad to ascertain that this same path has been followed here,
in:thg United States, by large sections of both communities and
their respeétive authorities and representative boedies. Several-
common programs of study, mutual knowledge, a common determination
to reject all forms of anﬁi—semitism'and discrimiration, and
various formé of collaboration for the human advancement, inspired
by our common biblical heritage, have created deep and permanent
links between Jews and Catholics. As one who in my'homeland has
shared the suffér;ng of your.hrethren, I greet you with the word

taken from: the Hebrew language: Shalom! Peace be with you.

And to everyone here I offer the expression of my respect,
my esteem and my fraternal love. Mayv Ged bless all of youl

May God tless New York!



CENTER NEWS

Pope John Paul Il and the Jews

by Marc H. Tanenbaum

_(Printed by
The American Jewish Committee)

(Rubbi Tanenbawm, national interre-
ligious affairs director of the American
Jewish Committee, was the only rabbi
present ar Vatican Council IT and is ve-
garded as an ambority on Vatican-Jew-
ish relasionships)

“He was the friendliest of the
Polish Catholic bishops toward the
Jews of Poland, and he was among
the most vigorous in his rejection
of anti-Semitism."”

That was the description of Karol
Cardinal Wojtyla of Krakow given
to me by a Polish Catholic priest in
the United States three days follow-
ing the election of the Polish pre-
late as the 264th Pontiff
of the Roman ic Church.

That evaluation of John
Paul II's attitudes towards Jews and
{u._da’:sm should be tal:en seriously,

First, those wew; come from
Father Henri d'Anjou of Portches-
ter, N.Y., who lived in Poland and
personally helped save the lives of
al number of Jews from cer-
tain death at the hands of the Nazis.
Second, Father d'Anjou knew the
new Pope when he was a priest, and
met frequendy with him between
1952 and 1956. Lasiy, and i
tantly, Father d'Anjou’s positive

sions were confirmed for us
in an overseas telephone conversa-
tion this week between the new di-
rector of Foreign Affairs of the
American Jewish Committee, Abra-
ham Karlikow, and a leader of the
Union of Jewish Religions Commu- 5
nitics in Poland, Maciej Jakubo-
wicz of Krakow.

From these conversations and
from others conducted with reliable
sources in the Vatican this week,
the tdlow%poiuait of the “mrack
record” of Cardinal Wojtyla toward
Polish Jewry emerges:

Around 1964, there were a ser-
ies of desecrations of Jewish cem-
eteries in Krakow, including defile-
ments of tombstones over Jewish

ves. It was widely believed that

anti-Semitic actions were in-

:RM or carried out by agents of

Polish Communist party and/
or the secret police. Amén shop
Wojtyla called upon Catholic stu-
dents attending the University of
Krakow to clean and restore the de-
filed tombstones and to repair the
T it o

ubsequently, y-
la delivered a public sermon during
al C!Jnsll procession in
which he cond d the C
nist functionaries for their anti-
Jewish acts, and called upon them
to desist from any further hostile
actions against the remnant Jewish

Iatbom

is Chancery published a jour-
nal of high academic uﬂn{vtl:n
mon Weekly, Arc!
personally authorized the publm-
tion of a series of articles in that
journal commemorating the victims
of the Nazi holocaust, specifically
the Jewish victims, as well as the
Warsaw Ghetto vprising of April
1943, In addition, he supported the
publication of a series of articles
and book reviews on Jewish his-
mrii religion and culture,

uch has been made of the fact

that the new Pope studied at “an
uaderground  seminary.” Father
d’Anjou, m mm:ﬁd the same
seminary, me significance
of that fact lies in knowing that that
seminary, and other underground
schools like it, were vigorous cen-
ters “of m-Han ideology and re-
sistance.”

In terms of hls anti-lotalitarian-
ism positions, Pope John Paul II
appears to hold l.he same ideologi-

cal orientation as did his predeces-_

sor, Pope John Paul L

Accmdmg torhepuudentdthe
Jewish religious communities
Polamd, Maciej Jnkubom:z.

“Throughout his years as Bishop of
Krakow, Karol Wojtyla was always
approachable by Jews, and peri-
odically, he used to inguire what
was happening to the Jews, partic-
ularly in relation to their religious
life and their religious institutions.”
In 1971, furur yw‘s after he was
designated Cardinal by Pope Paul
VI, Cardinal W ojtyla came to the
Krakow Synagoguc during a Friday
night Sabbath service, He spoke
warmly with the small Jewish con-
gregation, and asked sympathetic-
ally what problems :hcz had since
he had heard they were having trou-
ble maintaining their synagogues.
Mr. Jakubowicz also informed

leadership

W Cardinal Wojtyla when

y had dxfﬁwl:z securing kosher

meat, and that
both

Ll 4

“Over the years,” Mr. Jakubo-
wicz added, “we know of no case
where Cardinal Wojtyla or the Kra-
kow Church was associated with
any instance of anti-Semitic or oth-
er prejudicial f'memmts or actions
regarding the Jewish people.” One
can only speak of the mew Pope,
the Krakow Jewish leader said, *in
excellent terms as a person and as
an open-minded religious leader.”
To underscore their positive feel-
ings, the Krakow Jewish leaders this
week sent a cable to Pope John Paul
11 oongmulat.ing him as their “Kra-
kow lan

With regard to Israel and Jeru-
salem, Cardinal Wojtyla has no rec-
ord as yet as having taken any pos-
ition on these concerns, which are
ceniral to the world Jewish com-
munity today.

Granted that this data is skimpy
and impressionistic, it should nev-
erthcless serve to-allay -some-of the
widespread anxietics that clearly
exist m the Jewish community about
“a Polish Pope.” Those anxicties
are based on the nightmarish e
ience with anti-Semitism in Poland
that Dr. Lucy Dawidowicz summar-
ized in her landmark study, The
War Against the Jews 1933.1945,
in these words:

“The Republic of Poland had
come into being in 1919, after dts
representatives had signed a treaty
with the Allied powers, promising
to guarantee the civic and political
equality of its minorities, to safe-
guard their rights as citizens, and in
addition, to extend to all minorities
the right to establish their own edu-
cational, religious, charitable, and
social institutions. From the start
these guarantees were never fully
implemenied, and in 1934, they
were completely renounced. Pog-
roms marked the inauguration of
Poland’s independence and were a
recurring phenomenon in the twen-
ty years of independent Poland.™

Before the outbreak of World
War II, about 3.3 million Jews liv-
¢d in Poland, constituting the sec-
ond largest Jewish community in
the world. Today, there are about
5,000 Jewish survivors in Poland,
most of them aged and infirm, a
tragic remnant of the Nazi havoc

and goti Semitic pogroms They sut-
i the country in” which Jews

had lived for nearly a thousand

years.
In contrast to other Polish {m—
lates, foremost among them the late
Cardinal Hiond, who in 1937 de-
livered a vicious anti-Semitic pas-
toral calling for the of Jews
Lo iy Jre o
Woﬁy]a is considered to be a
“post-World War 1l man, a man of
social justice and of human rights.”
The new Pope John Paul II “was
always considered different from the
old hierarchy on all issues of hu-
man justice,” Father d'Anjou told
me with obvious conviction. “He
wili be different now, as he was be-
fore, in his relations with the Jew-
ish people.”





